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Morrison/Dutton/Abbott

Anna Pha

The leadership coup last week was a vic-
tory for the extreme right political forces.
Since 2016, when Malcolm Turnbull ousted
Tony Abbott as Prime Minister, the extreme
fascistic right of the Liberal Party has not
let up in its internecine guerrilla warfare
against Turnbull and his team. Last week
the internal battle for control of the Party
turned into open all-out war led by Home
Affairs Minister Peter Dutton and Abbott.

It was an extremely dirty and public war
between the Abbott/Dutton and Turnbull fac-
tions, tearing the party apart, and wreaking
havoc on Parliament and government. Voters
were dismayed at yet another change of PM,
wondering if and when it will end.

In the first party-room ballot on Tuesday
August 21, Turnbull defeated Dutton by 48 to
35 votes. Then, in another ballot, with Turnbull
not standing, Scott Morrison emerged victo-
rious three days later following a three-way
contest with Dutton and Foreign Minister Julie
Bishop.

As a woman in the Liberal Party, Bishop
never stood a chance at the top job, although
she might well have improved the party’s elec-
toral prospects.

When announcing his ministry, Morrison
described it as “a new generation Liberal
National Coalition team to lead my govern-
ment forward and implement our plan to keep
our economy strong, keep Australians safe and
keep Australians together.” A new look maybe,
but not new policies.

Morrison’s falling out with the likes of
Abbott and Dutton had a great deal to do with
his shifting to the Turnbull camp in the pre-
vious leadership coup when it became obvi-
ous that Abbott could not lead the Coalition
to victory.

Dutton’s war was about becoming PM and
an extreme right takeover of the Liberal Party —
even if this cost them the next election.

Turnbull failed

Since the day he became Prime Minister in
2014, Malcolm Turnbull was a prisoner of the
ultra-right of the Liberal Party and the National
Party, in particular the Christian Right. The
more he bent at the knee, the more blood they
sought.

Turnbull failed to live up to public expec-
tations, doing a back flip on social issues, the
environment and climate change, and other
policies that distinguished him from his ultra-
right colleagues.

Policy after policy was announced and then
abandoned by Turnbull for fear of being turfed
out of the top job. But all the compromises in
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the world did not save Turnbull’s bacon when
push came to shove on Friday, August 24.

Pentecostal Christian

The mass media present Scott Morrison as
someone who is in touch with the problems of
ordinary people, who can communicate with all
sides of his party, and even the Labor Party. He
now has the job of presenting what appears to
be a united party to voters up to the elections.
This is reflected in the allocation of ministries.

He may prove to be far more dangerous
than Peter Dutton, who is widely hated by the
public and seen as the arch reactionary that he
is.

Morrison is a Pentecostal Christian and
attends the Horizon Church, which is affiliated
with the Australian Christian Churches and the
Assemblies of God. Pastors give upbeat and
rousing services with 1,000, 2,000 or more
people in attendance. The evangelical Hillsong
is one of the best known of these outfits.

In his first speech to Parliament in February
2008, Morrision said:

“From my faith I derive the values of lov-
ing-kindness, justice and righteousness, to act
with compassion and kindness, acknowledging
our common humanity and to consider the wel-
fare of others; to fight for a fair go for everyone
to fulfil their human potential and to remove

a capitalist’s dream

whatever unjust obstacles stand in their way,
including diminishing their personal responsi-
bility for their own wellbeing; and to do what
is right, to respect the rule of law, the sanctity
of human life and the moral integrity of mar-
riage and the family.”

He then quoted Desmond Tutu “... we
expect Christians ... to be those who stand up
for the truth, to stand up for justice, to stand on
the side of the poor and the hungry, the home-
less and the naked, and when that happens,
then Christians will be trustworthy believable
witnesses.”

“These are my principles.” (14-02-2008)

So how did he show “loving-kindness,
justice and righteousness [and] act with com-
passion and kindness, acknowledging our
common humanity and to consider the welfare
of others?”
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Brutal treatment of
asylum seekers

Morrison served on the Shadow Cabinet
Committee on Border Protection. In February
2013, Morrison said that the police should be
notified of where asylum seekers are living in
the community if any anti-social behaviour has
occurred, and that there should be strict guide-
lines for the behaviour of those currently on
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bridging visas while they await the determina-
tion of their claims.

This open contempt for and targeting
of asylum seekers was later reflected in his
actions when he became Abbott’s Minister for
Immigration and Border Protection in 2013
and had responsibility for implementing the
Operation Sovereign Borders policy.

His use of the terms “illegal arrivals” and
“illegal boats” which the mass media were
all too prepared to run with, are not accurate.
Asylum seekers are not illegal under interna-
tional law, and Australia is a signatory to those
laws.

Labor’s policy of turning back boats and
off-shore processing was toughened as the
military took over control of border protection.
Thousands of desperate asylum seekers includ-
ing many children fleeing war and persecution
were held in indefinite detention on Christmas
Island, Manus Island and Nauru in inhumane
conditions.

Many still languish offshore with no pros-
pect of release in what the UN Rapporteur on
Human Rights described as nothing short of
torture.

Is this what Morrison calls Christian
values?

Continued on page 2
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Let’s have a Republic

Now that the Morrison/Dutton/Turnbull/Abbott govern-
ment sits perched like the proverbial shag on the rock of
the Westminster system, (def: lonely, isolated, the shag is an
Australian bird that perches alone on a rock) those with genuine
concern for the well-being of Australia and its people need to
turn their mind towards working for a future which by defini-
tion will make the likes of the above foursome redundant.

We have in Australia the extraordinary situation where,
in a 1999 referendum, despite an overwhelming majority not
wanting to retain the monarch as head of state, the Queen of
England remains the Queen of Australia and our head of state.

It would be easy to blame the Machiavellian politics of the
then Prime Minister — the war criminal John Howard — and
the pro-monarchists who simply took on board the arguments
of those who wanted a new head of state — a President — elected
by a direct vote of the people.

Yet regardless of the mountains of propaganda through the
mass media for the proposed model of an appointed President,
the majority of people maintained their belief that a popularly
elected head of state would represent some counter to discredited
politicians.

This was the main reason for the success of the NO vote in
1999 as it contained the idea that a popularly elected President,
by that very fact, would be a progressive champion of the people
and would act on their behalf against the entrenched parties and
politicians. While this view seems to be a valid and progressive
one it is, nonetheless, an illusion.

The powers that would have been exercised by a President
are no more than the restricted powers at present exercised by
the Governor-General/Queen. If a future President were to act
as some sort of Ombudsman for the community his/her powers
would have to be enlarged.

There would be endless argument about that in a referen-
dum, which would entail alterations to the Constitution.

As a consequence of the election of a President, two possibly
conflicting centres of power — the Parliament and the President
— would be created which could bring about considerable confu-
sion and destabilisation of the whole political system.

Some might say that this would not be a bad thing but in
fact it would present the ruling class with opportunities to ma-
noeuvre endlessly between one and the other while retaining
its domination.

At the present time the Senate is generally seen as the means
to “keep the bastards honest”, but both Liberal and Labor have
plans to eliminate all but major parties from the Senate.

The Howard government planned changes to Senate voting
procedures with the aim of ensuring that the Senate remains
firmly in the grip of the major parties. Furthermore, a popularly
elected President would cast the warm glow of democracy over
what would actually be a profoundly undemocratic set up.

In essence the 1999 referendum was about a quite straight
forward issue: do we jettison the monarchy and formally become
a republic?

The reality is, that despite the well-meaning intentions of
many who called for a directly elected President, their role was
that of a spoiler, playing a decisive part in the outcome.

Objectively, the NO vote strengthened the hand of political
conservatism in Australia.

The best counter to dishonest and discredited politicians is to
change the electoral system, to replace the present preferential
system by a more democratic proportional system and introduce
a system of recall of politicians who do not perform.
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Three years ago Malcolm Turnbull waltzed into the Prime
Ministership, but last week he left, clearly delighted to be quitting
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CPA statement

an indefinite strike.

ALCOA workers are showing other working people
the power of the collective and how to fight against the
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ALCOA workers

The Communist Party of Australia stands in soli-
darity with the 1,600 ALCOA workers who have
been on strike for three weeks and counting. They
have demonstrated their resolve by committing to

We urge all to support their struggle for dignified
pay and job security. The CPA calls on all workers to
join their unions and become active in the workplace.

Only the organised working class can and must

defeat their oppressors. Change the rules, certainly, but

worsening capitalist agenda that faces us all today.

we must press on to change the system! Fighting is our
only hope of winning! &

Morrison/Dutton/Abbott
Corporate tools

Continued from page 1

In early December 2014,
Morrison’s Migration and Maritime
Powers Legislation Amendment
(Resolving the Asylum Legacy
Caseload) Bill 2014 successfully
passed through Parliament.

The bill gave Morrison more
power than any previous minister in
dealing with people seeking asylum
in Australia, including the arbi-
trary power to return asylum seek-
ers to their place of origin, detain
asylum seekers without charge, and
refuse asylum seekers who arrive by
boat access to the Refugee Review
Tribunal.

As to the number of deaths
resulting from turn-backs, the num-
bers turned back, boat arrivals and
conditions of asylum seekers in off-
shore centres, Morrison kept the
public in the dark.

He stared down the media, refus-
ing to answer questions saying they
were “on water” or “operational”
matters, also citing national security.

Social security

In December 2014, Abbott
appointed Morrison as Minister for
Social Services. He had carriage of
cuts to social security payments from
the 2014 horror budget. Once again
proving himself to be heartless and
cruel, punishing the poor and aged,
the disadvantaged and Indigenous
Australians (the then Treasurer
Joe Hockey’s “end of the age of
entitlement”).

When lobbied for an increase
in the rate of the starvation-level
NewsStart Allowance, his response
was “my priority is to give tax relief
to people who are working and
paying taxes.”

Is this really how you stand on
the side of the poor, the hungry and
the homeless!

Treasurer

Later, as Treasurer for Turnbull,
Morrison demonstrated clearly
where he stood ideologically.
Nothing would dent profits. Never

mind workers, pensioners, or the
unemployed.

He pushed hard for whopping
corporate tax cuts for the big end
of town, officially off the table for
now. He has pursued the scorched
earth policies of neo-liberals with a
vengeance.

There have been cuts across
the board to the public sector, with
wages frozen for years on end. He
has continued John Howard’s pro-
gram of deregulation and privati-
sation. The only area that remains
untouched is business, in particular
big business.

Whether it is the mining corpo-
rations, the big banks, or other cor-
porates that exercise so much power,
even to the extent of changing party
leaders (witness Rudd/Gillard and
Abbott/Turnbull) Morrison will do
their bidding.

Climate change

In February 2017, Morrison
stood in Parliament before fellow
MPs while holding a lump of coal.
“This is coal. Don’t be afraid. Don’t
be scared. It won’t hurt you,” he said.

He went on to accuse those con-
cerned about the impact of the coal
industry on climate change and the
environment of having “an ideologi-
cal, pathological fear of coal.”

The mining corporations know
they have a compliant tool in the
new PM.

Turnbull, had supported an
emissions trading scheme but was
deposed by Abbott who had the
power of the mining corporations
behind him. He learnt his lesson,
later successfully launching his own
coup against Abbott and reversing
his approach to climate change.

Anti-worker, anti-
union

When the bill to reinstate the
Howard/Abbott version of the
Australian Building and Construction
Commission was blocked by the
Senate in 2016, Morrison tried to

gain support. He made the incredu-
lous claim it would “support wages
growth” and help “boost people’s
wages”!

Firstly he did not support higher
wages and secondly PM Turnbull
was at the same time claiming it was
necessary to suppress wage rises.

He certainly did not oppose the
two rounds of cuts to penalty rates
that the Coalition has inflicted on
some of the lowest paid workers.

Social conservative

Morrison mostly follows the
position of the Christian Right and
his Pentecostal church on social
issues. He strongly opposed same
sex marriage and abstained when the
vote was taken on the final bill.

He wunsuccessfully sought
an amendment allowing parents
to remove children from classes
if “non-traditional” marriage is
discussed.

On Indigenous issues: “I do not
share the armband view of history,
black or otherwise. ... There is no
doubt that our Indigenous population
has been devastated by the inevitable
clash of cultures that came with the
arrival of the modern world in 1770
at Kurnell in my electorate,” he said
in his first speech to Parliament.

There is a great deal more that
could be said about Australia’s new
PM. The few examples above cer-
tainly paint a picture of a man who
could not by any stretch of the imagi-
nation be called a “moderate.”

The final showdown on Friday
between Dutton and Morrison was
not one between a conservative and
a moderate. It was between two
extreme right-wing politicians driven
by the same hard-nosed, hard-line
brutal pro-profit ideology.

Morrison and his colleagues will
have to pay some attention to the
drought and rural sector if they are
to keep a very fractured and angry
National Party within the Coalition.

The extreme right of the Liberal
Party is firmly ensconced in the driv-
ing seat. @
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

There has never been an investigative report prepared in
the Albert Einstein case. Newark is therefore directed to
prepare an investigative report containing all pertinent data
received to date on Albert Einstein.

Memo by J Edgar Hoover, director FBI (January 10, 1952)
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The post-mining future of
Jabirv is nearly here

Darren Coyne

NT: Aboriginal and environmen-
tal groups want input into plans
to clean up the Ranger uranium
mine site on the edge of Kakadu
National Park.

The mine closure plan, prepared
by Energy Resources Australia
(ERA, the Rio Tinto majority-owned
company that owns the mine), was
released recently but will remain
unenforceable until approved by the
Federal Resources minister.

The mine’s operational life will
end in January 2021, and will be fol-
lowed by five years of rehabilitation.

In the meantime, the Northern
Territory government and
Gundjeihmi Aboriginal Corporation
have revealed a $500 million vision
for the post-mining future of Jabiru.

Vison

The plan describes the long-term
vision the Mirarr people have for the
town as well as a strong post-mining
future for the region.

Land rights are an essential ele-
ment of this future as is the grant-
ing of a township lease. These will
ensure long-term security of tenure
allowing investment and diverse eco-
nomic opportunities for Mirarr and
others.

The vision includes a detailed
business plan for the development of
a world heritage interpretive centre
to showcase the park’s natural and
cultural values. It also includes an
expansion of Jabiru lake, a five-star
lodge and upmarket “glamping”
area, a government services centre
and an Aboriginal development and
resource centre.

Gundjeihmi Aboriginal
Corporation chairperson and Mirarr
traditional owner Annie Ngalmirama

Artist's concept of the rehabilitated Ranger uranium mine area.

said the future of Jabiru was impor-
tant to Aboriginal people across the
Kakadu region.

“We want people to visit our
country. We are proud when people
understand our culture,” she said.

“We want Jabiru to be a place
where we are proud to live and
proud to welcome tourists and visi-
tors. Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
people can work together to make
this town better after mining has
gone.

“We will decide how we want
Jabiru to be in the future and together
we will make it a beautiful place.”

Funding

NT Chief Minister Michael
Gunner said funding from the
Territory and federal governments,
as well as private investors, would
be needed to bring the plan to reality.

“The Territory Labor govern-
ment has made it clear our abso-
lute priority is to create jobs for
Territorians,” he said. “Tourism will
create jobs for locals, and guarantee
a future for the town.

“The guarantee of essential serv-
ices by the NT government will
provide business certainty, lead to
private investment opportunities and
create the framework for sustainable
economic viability for Jabiru into the
future, which will benefit all Bininj/
Mungguy (Aboriginal) people across
the region.

“The Commonwealth govern-
ment is responsible for Kakadu
National Park, and a significant
financial contribution from them will
be required to reinvigorate the park,
which is critical to Jabiru’s bright
future.”

In the meantime, the Northern

Find out more www.cpa.org.au

From the Archives

Guardian, September 1990

Land Council and the Gundjeihmi
Aboriginal Corporation have made
it clear they want to thoroughly
review the rehabilitation plan to
ensure it meets the expectations of
stakeholders.

“The Mine Closure Plan is of
the very high level and even though
Ranger’s closure is imminent, a sig-
nificant amount of detailed planning
and supporting studies remain out-
standing,” they said in a statement.

“ERA and its parent company
Rio Tinto must clearly demonstrate
that they have sufficient resources
devoted to mine closure to provide
stakeholders with confidence that the
objectives in the closure plan can be
met.”

ERA chief executive Paul
Arnold said: “ERA will continue
to have a significant presence in
the region for a number of years as

we progressively rehabilitate the
Ranger mine, and we want to assure
the community, our employees, and
private and commercial tenants that
we are determined to make the tran-
sition for those affected as smooth as
possible.”

Arnold noted that the Jabiru
Steering Committee had expressed
its support for ERA to continue to
have access to accommodation and
other facilities required in Jabiru
during the rehabilitation of the
Ranger mine site.

“The details have yet to be final-
ised,” he said. “However, with the
Chief Minister’s and the Mirarr tra-
ditional owners’ commitment to the
future of Jabiru, I am confident that
this process will lead to a positive
outcome for the town.”
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David Matters
CPA Vice President
Reporting Back from |
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Thematic Workshop:
Commemorating the
200th Birthday of

Karl Marx in the

city of Shenzhen

ma

National

WHERE:

WHEN:

COST: $15

Communist Party of Australia

Come Celebrate at the Melbourne Branch’s Annual Festival
for Qur Weekly Paper “The Workers Weekly Guardian”
We invite you to discussion 200 YEARS of MARX

Lenin one of Marx's greatest disciples who advanced
Marxism in the 20th century forecast the fusing of the
Demacratic
revolution. Lenin's theory has been proved by the
practice of the Chinese revolution. The Liberation of the
Chinese Nation from predatory imperialism has been
guaranteed by the Communist Party of China and the
unfelding Socialist Revolution. Marx raised the banner of
Socialism through seeking truth from facts.

He urged us to not settle for so called fair
wages but to struggle to end wage slavery”

Demaocritus House
583 High St, Northcote

Sunday 2nd Sept 2pm

Food included. Drinks available
Enquiries 9639 1550.

revolution with the Socialist
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Truckies’ hard road

Truck drivers are demanding
urgent action as a major study
by Monash University shows the
main factors making it Australia’s
deadliest job.

Truck drivers are 13 times more
likely to die at work than any other
profession while the long hours,
social isolation, time pressure and
lack of job control also make it one
of the unhealthiest jobs, according to
the study which based its findings on
compensation claims over a 12-year
period.

The study, launched at Parlia-
ment House in Canberra last week,
also shows there are serious implica-
tions for the wider economy because
of truck driver health and safety:
1 million weeks of work were lost
because of injury.

“Truck drivers are being utterly
failed”, said Transport Workers’
Union national secretary Michael
Kaine. “They are being bashed,
broken and killed because of their
jobs. These are alarming findings
which require serious action, not
platitudes, voluntary codes or mis-
guided regulation which don’t tackle
the real cause of the problems: the
economics of the industry.”

The TWU points to wealthy
retailers and manufacturers at the top
of the transport supply chain contin-
ually demanding low cost contracts
which results in financial pressure
on transport operators and drivers.
In this climate transport operators
are not able to maintain their trucks
and drivers are forced to work while
chronically fatigued and stressed
out for long hours away from their
families.

They are constantly under pres-
sure which results in crashes, deadly
incidents at yards and poor mental
health.

“We are demanding that the fed-
eral government addresses the causes
behind the problems highlighted in
this report,” said Kaine.

“Wealthy retailers and manu-
facturers at the top must be held to

Guardian

account for their low-cost contracts.
Pressure must be taken off transport
so that drivers can go to work and be
safe and healthy,” he added.

“It is vital we tackle this prob-
lem since freight demand is expected
to double. Truck driving is the most
common occupation among working
men, employing 200,000 truck driv-
ers in Australia.”

Truck driver Tony Matthews
said many of his friends suffer from
chronic health problems, directly
related to the stress of the job.

“The health and safety prob-
lems for truck drivers aren’t chang-
ing. Strains, tears, injuries in the yard
have become part of the job and they
are linked to the pressure drivers
are under to get the job done while
putting food on the table. We need
a system to make our jobs and roads
safer,” he said.

In April 2016 the federal gov-
ernment abolished a system backing
safe rates that was holding wealthy
companies to account for low cost
contracts, which do not allow their
goods to be delivered safely. This
was despite the government’s own
report showing a link between road
safety and the pay rates of drivers
and that the safe rates system would
reduce truck crashes by 28 percent.

Since the tribunal was torn
down 416 people have died in truck
crashes. This includes the horror
truck crash in Western Australia two
days ago in which a young mother
and her 10-year-old son were killed
and an elderly woman killed in a
NSW crash yesterday involving a
garbage truck.

The study shows there were 545
compensated fatalities among truck
drivers over a 12-year period. This

is 13 times higher than the figure for
all other workers. Three out of four
truck driver deaths are due to vehicle
crashes. But they are also dying from
“being hit or hitting objects’and
“falls, trips and slips”.

The study also shows:

Work-related injuries and dis-
eases resulted in over 120,000
accepted compensation claims
between 2004-2015. This amounted
to over one million lost weeks of
work; 17 percent of this working
time loss was due to vehicle crashes.
The remaining 83 percent of these
weeks lost were due to other causes
such as slips and trips, falls, noise,
physical and psychological stress.

Musculoskeletal injuries and
fractures made up the vast bulk of
accepted claims.

But mental health is a major
factor when the amount of time

needed off is taken into considera-
tion: half of drivers with mental
health conditions were off work for
10 weeks or longer.

The study shows risk factors for
truck drivers: “Long-haul truck driv-
ers may be exposed to multiple risk
factors in their workplace including
long working hours, sedentary roles,
poor nutrition, social isolation, shift
work, time pressure, low levels of
job control, and fatigue.”

It adds: “Truck drivers are
exposed to a variety of occupational
stressors such as constant time pres-
sures, social isolation, disrespect-
ful treatment from others, driving
hazards and violence or fear of
violence.” @&

TPP legislation must be stopped

The peak body for working people has
urged MPs to oppose the Trans Pacific
Partnership bill introduced to the lower
house of Parliament today.

The legislation to amend the Customs
and Tariffs Act brings the deal, which will
kill jobs and puts the interests of big business
ahead of those of working people, one step
closer.

Economic evidence shows Australia could
lose tens of thousands of jobs under the TPP,
and that the TPP will increase inequality. Any
economic benefits would predominantly go to
the pockets of big business.

The Turnbull government has signed a
deal which allows employers to bring in an
unlimited number of temporary workers with-
out having to check if there are local workers
available.

This adds six countries to an already large
list of others, including Korea and China, to
whom this government has given free labour
market access.

These negotiations should be subject
to proper scrutiny. They were carried out
in secret without genuine public input. The
ACTU urges the Turnbull government to
reform the treaty-making process, including

a more open process for meaningful public
engagement.

The investor-state dispute settlement
(ISDS) provisions included in the agree-
ment allow big business to sue the Australian
government for changing domestic policy
regulations.

The TPP will undermine the ability of
government to regulate in the public’s interest
essential services like health, education, social
services, water and energy.

“We should have a trade agenda that puts
working people and fairness at its core,” said
ACTU president Michele O’Neil.

“But the Turnbull government has only
ever looked after big business in its trade
negotiations.

“The TPP is a bad deal that hands more
power to big business. It’s bad for working
people, it’s bad for people who rely on afford-
able medicine, and it’s bad for our sover-
eignty. The only winners are corporations.

“We urge parliament to oppose unfettered
corporate greed by voting against this deal,
and to adopt a trade agenda that will deliver
real benefits for working people.” &

Alcoa workers strike

Members of IndustriALL Global
Union affiliate the Australian
Workers’ Union (AWU) from the
Kwinana, Pinjarra and Wagerup
aluminium refineries, the Huntley
and Willowdale bauxite mines,
and Bunbury Port started indus-
trial action on August 8, after
Alcoa applied to Australia’s work-
place regulator to terminate the
collective agreement. About 1,200
people gathered at the Pinjarra
sports grounds to show their
support.

The workers are striking to
defend the current agreement.

Negotiations broke down because
the company wants to end mini-
mum staffing levels but failed to
provide assurances about job secu-
rity. Workers want a guarantee of
no forced redundancies. The com-
pany used threats of termination in
an attempt to intimidate the work-
force into accepting new working
conditions. AWU Western Australia
branch president Andy Hacking, who
works at the Kwinana refinery, said:

“This is all about Alcoa being
prepared to talk. Many of us are
long-term employees who have
never caused them any grief but they

won’t provide assurances about not
casualising employment, outsourcing
contractors or agreements on man-
ning hours.”

IndustriALL convenes a global
network of unions in Alcoa. Unions
in the network, including FICA-UGT
in Spain, Industri Energi in Norway
and the United Steelworkers (USW)
in the US and Canada have written
to the AWU to pledge their support.

In a solidarity letter to the AWU,
IndustriALL general secretary Valter
Sanches wrote:

“IndustriALL Global Union con-
demns in the strongest terms Alcoa

of Australia’s intransigent stance,
which would deny workers any job
security. Furthermore, we find it
unacceptable that the company is
threatening workers with termina-
tion, as a way of pressuring them
into accepting substandard working
conditions.

“We stand strong in solidar-
ity with our sisters and brothers
at Alcoa’s Pinjarra, Wagerup, and
Kwinana refineries, and the Huntley
and Willowdale bauxite mines, and
you can count on our full support,
which will include coordinating
international solidarity from unions

with membership at Alcoa’s sites
worldwide.”

Alcoa is a US-based multina-
tional aluminium producer. More
than a thousand members of the
USW have been locked out of the
Bécancour refinery in Quebec,
Canada, since January this year.
The refinery is 75 percent owned by
Alcoa.

The Australian refineries account
for around 8 percent of the world’s
alumina supply. On August 22,
workers demonstrated in Solidarity
Park outside the provincial parlia-
ment in Perth. &
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"He leaves behind a wife

and four children

A 45-year-old Tamil asylum seeker has died
in Brisbane after a suicide attempt at the
Logan hospital last Friday. The Tamil man
received an initial rejection of his protec-
tion application several weeks ago, and fell
into a deep depression.

He was admitted to Logan hospital after
his friends became concerned for his welfare
after he stopped eating.

On Friday August 24, he attempted suicide
in the Logan hospital and was subsequently
found to be brain dead.

His life support was turned off on Sunday
August 26.

He leaves behind a wife and four children
in Sri Lanka.

The Tamil asylum seeker arrived in
Australia by boat in 2012 and was among the
first group of asylum seekers sent to Nauru by
the Labor government under Julia Gillard.

These asylum seekers were brought back
to Australia in 2014 in return for agreeing that
their asylum claims (that were underway in
Nauru) would be re-assessed in Australia. Most
of them have been kept waiting for years and
have only been allowed to make their claim in
the last 12 months.

“This Tamil asylum seeker is another casu-
alty of deliberately harsh policies designed to
break people who make asylum claims,” said
Ian Rintoul of the Refugee Action Coalition.
“They are denied natural justice and have been
subjected to unacceptable delays, and denied
legal help. More asylum seekers in the commu-
nity are destitute because the government has
cut off all support for them. Now, the govern-
ment’s policies have taken another life.

“The responsibility lies with the govern-
ment and the new Minister, David Coleman.
It is inevitable that there will more casualties
both onshore and offshore unless the policy
changes. Business as usual is not an option.”

Pacific Islands Forum

Last minute efforts are underway on Nauru
to get all families and children out of the
mouldy tents of RPC 3, the family compound,
before the Pacific Islands Forum gets underway

Requests by families to move out of RPC
3 were rejected as recently as August 7 (by
Australian Border Force), but now families
are being hurriedly moved to other settlement
areas.

On 27 August 27 the tents that housed the
families for five years were being demolished.
Scores of white vans and new police motor-
bikes have recently been donated by Australia,
while black Toyota SUVs have been donated
by India.

Refugees on the island fear that security

any contact between the media and refugees
during the Forum.

To prevent contact, some refugee services
are being relocated to keep workers and refu-
gees away from the area around the main set-
tlement area and the Menen Hotel where some
of the Forum events will take place.

“The Australian and Nauru governments
are going to extraordinary efforts to cover up
the abuse of refugees and asylum seekers on
Nauru,” said Ian Rintoul, spokesperson for the
Refugee Action Coalition, “Families have been

but they can be re-housed overnight when
Nauru’s reputation is in front of the interna-
tional media.

“Demolishing the tents and providing new
cars to drive around in, won’t hide the reality
of the abuse that Nauru is now internationally
identified with.

“Around two or three children or families
are now coming off Nauru each week, such is
the damage and distress deliberately inflicted
on refugees by the Australian government.
Two more families were flown off Nauru to

in Nauru on September 1.

zones are going to be established to prevent

kept in misery in mouldy tents for five years,

Australia on the weekend.” &

Leaving vulnerable hungry

The Community and Public
Sector Union says new protocols
for transferring people from
unemployment benefits onto the
Age Pension are causing cruel
and unacceptable delays of up to
several months where vulnerable
Australians are left with no source
of income.

Centrelink cuts Newstart pay-
ments when recipients turn 65,
advising clients in writing that they
must apply for the Age Pension
rather than automatically trans-
ferring them to receive pension
payments.

Such cases could previously
be quickly resolved for clients
who attended a Centrelink office
or called in via the telephone, but
a recent direction means they must
now be sent to a specific process-
ing team.

CPSU deputy secretary Melissa
Donnelly said: “Our members
working in Centrelink are distressed
at the impact this unnecessary
change is having on some of the
most vulnerable people in our com-
munity. Experienced staff who pre-
viously would have acted quickly to
ensure clients continued to receive
Centrelink payments are now wor-
ried they’ll face disciplinary action
if they help.”

“This change appears to have

been deliberately designed to make
it harder for older Australians to
access the support they need. Why
is the Coalition government and
Centrelink management making it
harder for vulnerable Australians
to access welfare payments? How
can they possibly justify leaving a
65-year-old with no money to pay
the rent or put food on the table?”

Older Australians who have
often been on Newstart for a con-
siderable period of time are already
struggling to make ends meet. They
have no financial buffer to deal with
this sort of situation, so making
them wait with no welfare support
for weeks and in some cases even
months is heartless and cruel.

“Our members find it very
difficult to witness these cases
while being barred from fixing the
situation.”

Previously almost any
Centrelink call centre staff member
could transfer clients from Newstart
to the Age Pension in just a few
minutes, ensuring there was no
break in payments. The union says
its members are now seeing cases
where clients have waited weeks
and sometimes months to be moved
across, and they’ve potentially had
no income to support themselves
in the meantime. It’s a horrible and
completely avoidable situation.”

“This problem is being made
even worse because the work allo-
cation system isn’t working prop-
erly,” said Donnelly. “Not only can
these transfer applications sit wait-
ing in a pile of paperwork for an
unacceptably long time, but they’re
often being assigned to staff who
aren’t trained to process them. That
means when a client’s application
finally gets to the front of the queue
it’s sent right back to the start of the
process.

“Centrelink management must
immediately act with a few simple
changes to fix this situation. Firstly,
they should remove the restriction
on call-centre staff from processing
these applications. Secondly, they
need to address the work allocation
problems and ensure that all trans-
fers are processed before clients’
Newstart payments are stopped.”

Meanwhile, the CPSU has
warned of dire consequences if the
Coalition government’s new minis-
terial structure signals further cuts
to the Australian Public Service.

The Public Service has been
elevated to a Cabinet position in
Prime Minister Scott Morrison’s
new Ministry, but in a combined
portfolio with Finance for Minister
Mathias Cormann.

CPSU national secretary
Nadine Flood said: “Three Liberal

Prime Ministers in less than three
years is obviously unhelpful for
the Australian Public Service and
its critical role providing essential
public services and frank and fear-
less policy advice, just as this level
of instability is bad news for the
entire community.

“Prime Minister Scott
Morrison’s new Ministry gives us
little reassurance that he will aban-
don the disastrous policies that
led to Malcolm Turnbull and Tony
Abbott’s downfalls. The real prob-
lem is not the Coalition’s leadership
but its destructive ideology, which
has driven disastrous cuts to public
sector jobs, capacity, public serv-
ices, wages and working rights.

“Elevating the Public Service
to Cabinet is a good decision, given
that a strong Public Service is at the
heart of good government, but it’s
deeply worrying to see the APS in
a combined portfolio with Finance,
the ministry charged with finding
cuts and savings. Minister Mathias
Cormann must focus on public serv-
ices and policy capacity rather than
further hamstringing the govern-
ment with yet more short-sighted
cuts or further privatisation and
outsourcing.

“Minister Cormann’s predeces-
sor in the role, Kelly O’Dwyer, has
now taken on Jobs and Industrial

Relations. Both ministers would

do well to sit down and consider
the disastrous impact the Abbott-
Turnbull-Morrison government

has had on public service jobs and
industrial relations through their
own actions, setting a terrible exam-
ple for the rest of the country and
causing real harm to public sector
workers and the agencies they work
for.

“It is positive to see Minister
Peter Dutton relieved of some of his
responsibilities as Home Affairs and
Immigration are split back into two
portfolios, given the deep problems
in the Department of Home Affairs
at the previous combination of
enforcement, facilitation and policy
under one mega-ministry.

“We believe this is a strong
opportunity to change not just per-
ceptions but policy, starting with
ditching the government’s dis-
astrous plan to sell off our visa
processing system to corporations.
Immigration should be a portfolio
to promote the critical role of multi-
culturalism in Australia’s economic
and cultural development, rather
than being used as a dog whistle for
prejudice as has often been the case
under this Government.” &
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New Orleans: If the people of Puerto Rico
want to see the future of their public educa-
tion system, they need only look to New
Orleans. Panellists at the Netroots Nation
conference here this past weekend explored
the eerie similarities in the “reforms” of
two different school systems in the after-
math of disastrous hurricanes.

In a session called “Hurricane Lessons:
What We’ve Learned from Post-Katrina
Disaster Capitalism in NOLA Schools,”
experts compared Puerto Rico’s current crisis-
overloaded education system to that of New
Orleans after Hurricane Katrina in 2005.

Their conclusion? NOLA’s education
reform story is a lesson for Puerto Rico. The
disaster capitalists who swoop in after cata-
strophic events promising new investment are
not coming to help the kids. Their playbook
calls for profits. In Puerto Rico’s case, those
profits are to be made off the backs of the
island’s communities and brown kids. These
privatisation hawks are teaming up to take the
island, just like they did New Orleans after
Katrina.

The president of the American Federation
of Teachers of Puerto Rico, Dr Aida Diaz,
wrote about the toll that the poor state of the
public school system was having on students
even before the hurricane. Her 2017 letter
exposed a problem that has only worsened
since.

Speaking about the cuts imposed, Diaz
wrote, “The problem will be especially acute
in our poorest and most rural areas, where par-
ents have had to drive their children for hours
to attend school because transportation services
have been cut and nearby schools have closed.”

Hurricane Maria destroyed the island ter-
ritory in October the same year, sending the
system into crisis.

Diaz’s words echo those of parents like
Netroots panellist Karen Harper Royal who
admits that New Orleans’ school system was
also in dire need of reform before Hurricane
Katrina hit in September 2005. In fact, the dis-
aster capitalist strategy used the pre-Katrina
mess to convince the government to privatise
a large portion of the education system in New
Orleans. Over 91 percent of students in the city
now attend charters — compared to five percent
before the storm.

Each school in New Orleans was given a
separate administration and district boundaries

were erased. This also meant a vital service
became unavailable to families who desper-
ately needed it. Royal says she was told that
her kids would be going to new schools in
other parts of the city, but there would be no
bussing. Royal sued to get her kids and others
in the neighbourhood access to transportation —
something that Puerto Rican parents may have
to do as well.

Royal says the plan for New Orleans was
for the “reformers” to work their way into the
system and try out different ways of generating
profit through the schools under the guise of
helping them recover from the hurricane. The
disaster became the best way to accomplish
this. Royal told the audience during the panel
just how insidious the plan was in those early
days. Capitalists circled the hurricane ravaged
city at a time when it was still recovering and
needed government and public services more
than ever.

According to Royal, the disaster capital-
ists used New Orleans and its kids for a mas-
sive post-Katrina experiment. “Certainly, our
school system needed improvement [before
Katrina], but what the so-called reformers cre-
ated was something that was much more dif-
ficult for people who were trying to recover
from a major disaster to navigate. All because
they wanted to try out their idea of what would
work in public education.”

Bad becomes worse ...

for the poor, dark, and
disabled

After getting past the dilemma of unrelia-
ble bussing, when kids got to school they found
teachers who were oftentimes untrained and
uncertified. A month after Katrina, all of New
Orleans teachers were fired — about 7,000 of
them, primarily people of colour. The new ones
hired were from outside the community and
overwhelmingly white.

There were also no regular school nurses or
medical services to help New Orleans’ school
children with asthma, heart conditions and so
many more chronic conditions requiring day-
to-day assistance while kids are at school.
Royal explained how the students that needed
daily medication or oversight by trained medi-
cal professionals were on their own. Kids with
learning disabilities were left by the wayside.

Royal calls the for-profit groups the
“Charter School Mafia.” They not only gov-
erned the majority of New Orleans schools

-

&'

after Katrina, but also pushed the state legis-
lature to set up pro-charter policies that made
reopening neighbourhood schools nearly
impossible. Royal’s community worked to
reopen their neighbourhood school yet were
forced to turn it into a charter school after
putting in the work to resurrect the place after
the hurricane.

Now, 13 years later, parents, teachers,
activists and others are still struggling to free
their communities from the system that took
hold after Katrina. Mum, writer, and activist
Ashana Bigard is candid about the so-called
reform efforts and their effect on New Orleans’
neighbourhoods and the people who live in
them.

“People talk about the success of the New
Orleans’ school choice system .... If your goal
was to educate children, help communities,
create citizens who truly understand their com-
munity ... and know how to be citizens of that
community, then that was a failure.”

She adds, “But if your goal was to break up
the black community, break up the black power
structure, and take wealth from an already poor
community, from under-educated people, and
to condition and to control ... then yes, it was
all a beautiful success.”

Profits and propaganda

Trump administration Secretary of
Education Betsy DeVos claims that charters
give families more options. Education becomes
marketplace, with schools competing for stu-
dents, who essentially are viewed just like
potential customers. Schools are supposedly
forced to step up and provide better programs
and instruction if they want to win over stu-
dents and their families.

However, we now know the opposite is
true. Charter schools worsen the system, while
draining resources and money from that com-
munity. Furthermore, public school practices
have been found to benefit students and com-
munities much more than charters ever could.

However, just like they did in New
Orleans, the disaster capitalists are now push-
ing private charter schools to “help” Puerto
Rico out of its debt and restore its education
system. And they’ve got government help.
The island’s governor signed a bill in March
this year creating charter schools and vouch-
ers, though it is currently being held up by
courts. Teachers and their unions are opposed,
but Puerto Rico’s education secretary, Julia
Keleher, is still pushing a charter system. So
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are DeVos (Secretary of Education) and Trump
in Washington.

Why would they do so in the face of all the
evidence to the contrary?

Julian Vasquez Helig, an education profes-
sor at California State University Sacramento,
explains: “We have to go back and ask our-
selves the question, ‘Why are we experi-
menting on our children, when we know that
works?” We know what kind of investments it
takes to make schools work.” Speaking of New
Orleans, he argues that what “reformers” are
really interested in doing is “education reform
on the cheap, so they can profit and privatise
on the backs of black children.” The brown
children in Puerto Rico are just as profitable,
it seems.

Katrina wiped the slate clean on a prob-
lem that the state was desperate to hand over
to someone else. Enter privatisation, where the
school system is “saved” from crisis and the
bureaucratic red tape that capitalists accuse of
tanking any government-run system. It doesn’t
matter that there are still problems (ones worse
than before); the state is no longer responsible.

Using the same playbook
on Puerto Rico

Puerto Rico’s school system and its public
finances could be fixed with an injection of
relief funds and cash to get rid of the debt, but
no one wants to do that when the stage is set
for a NOLA remix.

The charter advocates are waiting for the
public schools to fall even further into crisis,
pushing the privatisation solution closer to real-
ity. Then, the creditors will swoop in to feed
on the carcass and the charter companies will
come in under the guise of saving the schools.
Meanwhile, disaster capitalists will rake in the
profits on the backs of already impoverished
and suffering communities.

It’s a playbook of sorts, one that might
seem sure to win with Trump in office and
DeVos deleting protective policies and painting
the negative numbers with rosy propaganda.
However, the lessons learned by activists,
parents, teachers, unions, and students after
Katrina offer valuable information that could
help Puerto Rico save itself. This is ammo the
island’s people need to send the disaster capi-
talists away — if they can get anyone else on the
mainland to listen.

People’s World &



Guardian

Magazine

August 29,2018 7

Justice is union business

Ali Abunimah

Palestinians are hailing a campaign that
has led Israel’s Zim shipping line to halt its
routes to Tunisia.

“Zim was forced to indefinitely suspend
its services to the Tunisian port of Rades fol-
lowing a popular and trade union boycott
campaign in Tunisia and the Arab world,”
the Palestinian Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions National Committee (BNC) said.

The BNC is the steering group for the
worldwide boycott, divestment and sanctions
(BDS) movement that aims to pressure Israel
to end its violations of Palestinian rights.

The BNC called this “the first victory of
its kind in the Arab world.”

The BNC offered particular praise for the
“decisive role” of Tunisia’s main labour fed-
eration, the UGTT, which called on members
to prevent the Israel-linked ship Cornelius
A landing in Tunisia, and which has backed
demands for an official inquiry into clandes-
tine trade with Israel.

As the Cornelius A affair came to light,
the UGTT responded swiftly to requests from
Palestinian trade union federations to mobilise
against normalisation with Israel.

“Running away”’

The declaration of victory came after the
Turkish-flagged Cornelius A appeared last
week to abandon a second attempt to land at
Rades.

The Cornelius A is owned by the Turkish
line Arkas, but that company operates vessel-
sharing agreements with Zim.

Israeli ships are forbidden from entering
ports in Tunisia and other Arab states under a
long-standing Arab League boycott.

Zim therefore offers shipping services to
Tunisia using the Cornelius A.

On August 9, Tunisian campaign-
ers scored a first major win when the ship

abandoned an attempt to call at Radés after
the dockworkers’ union threatened to strike.

But amid a denial that the Cornelius A
had any connection to Israel, Tunisian activ-
ists suspected the ship would make another
attempt to enter their country.

On August 14, a report in The Jerusalem
Post citing a Zim official claimed that the
Cornelius A “did not belong to the com-
pany, was not rented by the company and
did not contain any cargo belonging to the
company.”

But TACBI, the Tunisian campaign for
the academic and cultural boycott of Israel,
dismissed Zim’s denial.

Last week, TACBI said it had found that
the Cornelius A was still listed on the Zim
website as undertaking voyage number 12 for
the company.

Whereas voyage number 12 previously
included a stop at Radgs, the itinerary now
includes only ports in Malta and Greece.

“This is new evidence that the Cornelius
A is well integrated into Zim’s logistics, and
therefore that the Zim spokesperson is lying,’
TACBI said.

Moreover, the right-wing Israeli publica-
tion Arutz Sheva has described the Cornelius
A as “leased by the Israeli Zim shipping
company.”

Meanwhile, TACBI monitored the
ship’s movements as it again approached the
Tunisian coast.

Suspicions were heightened when the
vessel disappeared, as it had done before,
from maritime tracking websites.

This prompted the UGTT trade union
federation on August 14 to renew its call on
Tunisian authorities and its member unions to
prevent the ship landing.

But on August 15, the Cornelius A reap-
peared on tracking sites, “once again running
away,” according to TACBI, as it appeared to
abandon any attempt to land in Tunisia. As of
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the following Monday, the Cornelius A was
docked in Greece.

Second vessel

TACBI called this a “decisive victory” but
pointed out that the Cornelius A was only part
of a bigger clandestine trade between Israel
and Tunisia using ships registered in third
countries.

Activists uncovered that a second vessel,
the Allegro, a container ship registered in
Antigua and Barbuda, had been calling at
Radés on behalf of Zim for years.

One voyage that had been listed on Zim’s
website in 2016 showed the Allegro stopping
at Radés as well as at the Moroccan port of
Tangier.

Allegro was again scheduled to stop at
Radeés as recently as last month.

But after the Cornelius A was prevented
from landing, Zim removed all mentions of
Radeés from the schedules on its website for
the Allegro and the Cornelius A, according to
TACBI.

“For a week, Allegro has been pottering
around in the Atlantic off the coast of Spain
awaiting instructions,” TACBI said on 16
August, citing tracking data.

TACBI also claims that the local handling
agent for Allegro is the Tunisian firm All Seas
Shipping Agency.

The group wrote a letter to All Seas
Shipping Agency urging that if its role as “a
direct or indirect” agent for Zim were con-
firmed, then the company must immediately
halt its collaboration with operators attempt-
ing to violate Tunisia’s laws banning trade
with Israel and to “frustrate the choice of the
Tunisian people to support the Palestinians’
right to self-determination.”

“Trojan horse”

That Zim-linked ships also land in
Morocco and Egypt highlights the regional

challenge posed by official and clandestine
normalization with Israel from the shores of
the Atlantic to the Gulf.

In May, the campaign group BDS Egypt
published a report in Arabic about Zim’s role
in the violation of Palestinian rights.

Campaigners in Jordan, Egypt, Morocco
and the Gulf have been supporting TACBI’s
campaign on social media with the hashtag
“ZIM_degage,” French for “Zim, get out!”

And BDS Turkey has called on Turkish
shipping firm Arkas to stop acting as a
“Trojan horse” for Zim to bypass the com-
mercial boycott of Israel in Arab states.

BDS Turkey said that Arkas was making
itself “an instrument of a company that
assumed a substantial role in the establish-
ment of the apartheid regime in Palestine
and went on supplying logistic support to the
Israeli army in its wars and crimes against
Arab countries.”

BDS Turkey urged Turkish society
and trade unions “to support this campaign
and raise their voice to take sides with the
Tunisian people’s volition of boycotting the
Israeli state.”

The Palestinian Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions National Committee asserted that
while resisting normalisation with Israel was
always a duty, it is particularly important a
time when Israel is stepping up the ethnic
cleansing of Palestinians in Jerusalem, the
Jordan Valley and the Naqab, and maintaining
its maritime blockade of Gaza and its restric-
tions and lethal attacks on Gaza fishers.

Saluting the achievement of Tunisian
activists and workers, the BNC called on
trade unions across the Arab world to “follow
their lead and prevent Israeli ships or Israeli
goods from arriving in Arab ports.”
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Arkas was making itself “an instrument of a
company that assumed a substantial role in
the establishment of the apartheid regime
in Palestine and went on supplying logistic
support to the Israeli army in its wars and

crimes against Arab countries.”
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Coup plot thickens

Emile Schepers

Since the drone attack on
Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro on August 4, there has
been a rapid escalation of ten-
sions between Venezuela and
neighbouring Colombia. There
is a real danger that this escala-
tion will lead to armed efforts to
overthrow the Venezuelan govern-
ment and even military conflict
between the two countries. For us
in the United States, there is also
the danger that the reckless and
bellicose attitude of the Trump
administration will lead to an
escalation of our own country’s
involvement.

To recap: Venezuela is in the
throes of a severe, destabilising eco-
nomic crisis, which manifests itself
in galloping inflation and the scar-
city of a number of goods in the
shops. Exacerbating this are the hos-
tile attitude and actions of the United
States, which has imposed sanctions
on Venezuela designed to make it as
hard as possible for the country to
pay its bills and get financing from
international sources.

On Saturday, August 4, two
armed drones were launched in an
apparent attack on Maduro while he
was reviewing a military parade in
Caracas. Maduro was not injured,
but seven soldiers in the parade did
suffer injuries.

The right-wing opposition in
Venezuela, which includes some
very violent elements, has been, for
several years, organising street riots,
the destruction of government prop-
erty, and other destabilizing actions.
The drone attack on Maduro was the
culmination of a series of escalating
provocations.

Shortly after the failed attack,
a Venezuelan citizen living in
Bogota, Colombia, Salvatore
Lucchese, claimed that he orches-
trated the drone attack with the
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Venezuelan President Nicolds Maduro.

aid of dissident Venezuelan mili-
tary personnel. He said that more
attacks would follow. Lucchese, a
former police chief who had done
jail time for his part in some vio-
lent protests, says he has resigned
from the right-wing political party
“Voluntad Popular,” (People’s
Will) in order to advance the armed
struggle against the Venezuelan
government.

Jaime Bayle, a Peruvian who
runs a public affairs television show
in Miami, Florida, also claimed to
know about the planned attack in
advance, saying he approved of it
and of other attacks that are to follow
with the explicit purpose of killing
Maduro.

Lucchese is not the only one to
claim credit for the drone attack, but

“QOuirage
s 1/ 4
growing

The Communist Party of the
Russian Federation is pursuing a
federal referendum on unpopu-
lar government plans to raise the
pension age. The ruling United
Russia party plans to raise the
retirement age to 65 for men and
63 for women, but opponents of
the plan have pointed out that
male life expectancy is only 66
in Russia and in some areas even
lower.

Polls show nine in 10 Russians
are opposed to the change.

Russia’s constitution allows for
federal referendums if organisers can
gather two million signatures from a
minimum of 42 regions, with a maxi-
mum of 50,000 signatures from any
one region.

Following the Central Election
Commission’s recognition that the
Communists in Altai region had hit
their target, other groups including
A Just Russia have jumped on the
bandwagon and started gathering
signatures for a referendum on their
terms.

Communists in Kurgan region
said that “the outrage of the people is
growing” over the pension age rise.
They have held three meetings and
dozens of pickets as part of the mam-
moth signature-gathering operation.

But a communist at a protest in
Pskov, who gave her name only as
Natalya, told reporters she was scep-
tical a referendum would be allowed,
saying: “The people’s opinions don’t
matter to the authorities.”

The ITUC-affiliated All-Russian
Confederation of Labour president
Boris Kravchenko has also expressed
doubt.

“The process of conducting a ref-
erendum is such that it has not been
possible for even major political
powers to hold one,” he observed.

“It is like the process for con-
ducting a strike — in principle, we
have that right and there is a proce-
dure, but in reality it is impossible to
hold one legally.”

Morning Star &

the fact that he boldly announced
this from a neighbouring country
is significant. Soon after the attack,
President Maduro issued a state-
ment blaming outgoing Colombian
President Juan Manuel Santos for the
deed.

The comments by Bayle in
Miami also implicates the United
States. Normal responses of the
Colombian and US governments
to such an incident would be to act
against these two individuals, who
have just confessed publically to
criminal actions. Yet neither the
Colombian nor the US government
has taken action. So even though
US National Security Advisor
John Bolton claims that the United
States has no intention of invading
Venezuela or overthrowing its gov-
ernment, both our government and
Colombia’s are heavily implicated.

On Tuesday, August 14,
Venezuelan Attorney General Tarek
William Saab announced that the
number of specific individuals who

have been implicated in the drone
plot has risen to 34. At that time,
arrest warrants had been issued for
17 of the 34; the names of some
have been handed over to Interpol.
The Venezuelan government has also
accused another former legislator,
Julio Borges, of being involved in the
conspiracy. Borges is evidently also
living in Colombia, so Venezuela has
asked Interpol to issue a “red note”
warrant asking Colombia to extradite
him back to Venezuela.

Some of the people on Saab’s
list are high-ranking political and
military figures. A member of the
National Assembly from Tachira
state on the Colombia-Venezuela
border, Juan Requesens, has been
arrested and charged with “treason,
terrorism, association to commit
a crime, and homicide.” In the last
few years, Tachira, and its capi-
tal San Cristobal, have been hot-
beds of right-wing radicalism and
have been the scene of particularly
violent opposition rioting. Several
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high-ranking military officers have
also been arrested.

On August 7, an extreme right-
winger, Ivan Duque, was sworn in
as president of Colombia. Duque
is an ally of far right-wing former
President Alvaro Uribe and thus can
be expected to intensify his coun-
try’s hostility to Venezuela. Under
President Trump, the United States
is far more likely to fan the flames
of conflict than to try to calm ten-
sions or stay out. Far from it, a year
ago Trump reportedly asked his aides
why the United States could not
simply invade Venezuela.

This weekend, US Defence
Secretary Jim “Mad Dog” Mattis was
in Colombia, ostensibly on a human-
itarian mission. He used the occa-
sion to praise Colombia and blast
Venezuela. Whether such Trump
administration blasts are going to
be purely verbal, and not something
worse, in the coming weeks and
months remains to be seen.

People’s World &

“Appalling squalor”

Sam Tobin

Britain: Outsourcing giant G4S
should be stripped of its public
contracts and barred from any
further justice projects following
its disastrous mismanagement of
Birmingham prison, unions and
politicians said last week.

The beleaguered privateer lost
another prison contract after HM
Inspectorate of Prisons (HMIP) dis-
covered “appalling” squalor in the
jail and that violent prisoners were
able to act with “near-impunity.”

G4S had its contract to run
Britain’s first private prison, HMP
Wolds in east Yorkshire, cancelled
in 2012 after a damning HMIP
report.

The government also had to
take over youth prison Medway
Secure Training Centre in 2016 fol-
lowing allegations that staff had
assaulted children at the centre.

In May, the Home Office

extended G4S’s contract to run
Brook House and another immigra-
tion removal centre for two years,
despite testimony to the High Court
that “widespread, high-end abuse ...
by a significant number of people”
was prevalent there.

Shadow justice secretary
Richard Burgon said “the crisis at
HMP Birmingham is just the latest
privatisation failure in justice.”

He called on the government to
“exclude G4S from further justice
contracts.”

Prison officers’ union POA gen-
eral secretary Steve Gillan empha-
sised that the government’s decision
to take over HMP Birmingham was
“no reflection” on its staff, who
have been “placed in an unaccept-
able position by failed government
policies.”

PCS general secretary Mark
Serwotka said: “The colossal negli-
gence at HMP Birmingham shows
the disastrous impact that G4S and

other private companies have on
public services.

“The government suggests that
the Ministry of Justice need to step
in, give a helping hand and then
return the contract to G4S. That’s
simply ludicrous.

“If ordinary working people
didn’t do the job they were hired to
do, they’d be sacked. It’s time for
G4S to be stripped of their public
contracts.”

Tan Lawrence, general secretary
of probation officers’ union Napo,
said: “So, HMP Birmingham taken
back into state control from G4S.
Yes, the same G4S I saw sniffing
round the trough at the probation
sell-off recently.”

In a remark addressed to
Prisons Minister Rory Stewart, Mr
Lawrence added: “Probation has
suffered enough failures already. We
don’t need this bunch of privateers
to add to them.”
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Ethiopia’s coup turmoil

Finian Cunningham

Nearly five months after a change in power
in Ethiopia, the country is witnessing an
outbreak of deadly communal violence in
several regions. The surge in conflict has
come after many years of political stability
in the Horn of Africa nation, stirring fears
that the country may be facing widespread
chaos and even break-up.

There are also suspicions that the unprec-
edented instability is part of a US-backed geo-
political realignment, one which shifts Ethiopia
from its strategic economic partnership with
China, towards being a client of American-
backed Arab regimes. This shift is happening
without national consensus, driven by a new
ruling faction. It is a fait accompli. Tantamount
to a coup.

In April this year, the Ethiopian parliament
voted a new Prime Minister into office. The
opaque selection process seemed to involve a
lot of horse-trading. A youthful Abiy Ahmed
(41) emerged as the new leader. He has won
wide praise in Western media and from the US
government in particular for supposedly intro-
ducing positive reforms.

For example, he released hundreds of polit-
ical prisoners, ended a state of emergency, and
condemned past alleged human rights viola-
tions by security forces. The condemnation
was less admission; more a ploy to undermine
the previous government with a false label of
“state terrorism”.

Abiy Ahmed, who is commonly referred to
simply by his first name, has declared an inter-
nal peace process with a militant group known
as the Oromo Liberation Front (OFL), and he
has welcomed back exiled political figures
from the US and other countries reportedly in
the name of “forgiveness”.

Internationally, the new Prime Minister
initiated a rapid rapprochement with neigh-
bouring Eritrea, overcoming nearly 20 years
of bitter dispute following a three-year border
war (1998-2001). The two countries formally
declared peace last month.

These apparent progressive changes, how-
ever, are more plausibly a misreading of a dis-
turbing reorientation of Ethiopia’s politics.
While the Western media are portraying pre-
mier Abiy as a pro-democracy liberal, there is
a darker side to what is going on.

Last week, Abiy welcomed senior offi-
cials from the Saudi and Emirati Gulf states.
Saudi foreign minister Adel al-Jubeir visited
on the same day that he made an earlier stopo-
ver in Eritrea where he was warmly received
by Eritrean dictator Isaias Afwerki. The Gulf

Arab regimes are long-time sponsors of
Eritrea. Ethiopia’s sudden affiliation with the
Arab despots has left many Ethiopians worried
that their country is covertly being shunted in
a more sinister direction.

What appears to be underway is a geopo-
litical shift in which Ethiopia is gravitating to
the orbit of the United States and its Middle
East clients, including Egypt and Saudi Arabia.
That has implications for Ethiopia’s erstwhile
strategic economic partnership with China, as
well as dangerously stoking the country’s inter-
nal tensions.

The recent flare-up of conflict and tensions
in Ethiopia are complex, reflecting the fact that
the nation of 100 million is comprised of 84
ethnic peoples. The mainly Christian Orthodox
country has also a large Muslim population.
There are thus several flash-points, which
could explode into widespread violence.

Recently, the country’s eastern region
bordering Somalia saw dozens of churches
attacked and several priests reportedly killed.
The danger is that reprisals could lead to a
sectarian conflagration. People are nervously
anticipating more violence as the country
seems to be teetering on a sharp edge.

There have also been other deadly clashes
in southern, central and western regions.
Notably, the sparse Western media coverage
tends to depict the violence as occurring in
spite of “reformist” Abiy Ahmed. Whereas,
more accurately, the surge in violence appears
to be the responsibility of the new ruling fac-
tion around the prime minister.

The former central authorities in Addis
Ababa were dominated by the Tigray People’s
Liberation Front (TPLF). The TPLF hail from
the northern region bordering Eritrea. They
were the main revolutionary force that over-
threw the despotic Derg regime in 1990-91.
What the new leadership in Addis Ababa seems
to be doing is rehabilitating remnants of the
Derg. When premier Abiy was in the US earlier
this month on a week-long tour, he pointedly
shared public stages with exiled figures who
had been part of the Derg. When he talks about
these exiles returning home, this is not viewed
as a “progressive reform” by many Ethiopians,
as the Western media would portray, but rather
as a retrograde move that could reignite past
conflict.

Ethiopians, especially in the northern
Tigray region, fear that Abiy is stealthily push-
ing a sectarian agenda which will prioritise the
dominance of his ethnic group, the Oromo.
There is also concern that Abiy, who has
Muslim heritage, is aligning with Arab states
which could inflame sectarian violence with

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed.

Christians. A key indicator to watch is if the
Saudis and Emiratis start funnelling money
into the country to build radicalising mosques.

According to Ethiopian political sources, it
is suspected that Abiy’s rise to power is part of
a long-term plan orchestrated by Washington
and its Arab allies to fundamentally reorient
the Horn of Africa region away from China’s
economic influence. Over the past two dec-
ades, China has partnered with Ethiopia as a
model for African development. The partner-
ship was very much encouraged by the TPLF-
dominated government. That alignment seems
now to be eroding under Abiy. He has, for
example, made provocative public comments
deriding the TPLF and some of the country’s
flagship development projects, in which China
had played a key role.

It is also significant that Emirati officials
were in Eritrea earlier this month where they
announced plans for building a major oil
pipeline from Ethiopia to the Red Sea via the
Eritrean port of Assab. Ethiopia recently dis-
covered significant oil reserves in its eastern
region.

By shifting Ethiopia away from China
into the sphere of the US and Arab influence
— with lucrative gains for American capi-
tal of course — the Oromo Prime Minister is

nevertheless unleashing combustible tensions
within Ethiopia along ethnic and religious
lines.

There are fears that a Christian-Muslim
conflict could erupt, or that the Oromo and
Tigray ethnic groups are driven towards civil
war. Some of the Oromo supporters of Abiy
Ahmed, whom he brought back from exile,
have been making incendiary public statements
calling for vengeance against the Tigray. There
is also a sinister jihadist hue among these fire-
brands, consistent with the sponsorship of
Saudi and Emirati Wahhabi rulers.

Ethiopia is on a knife-edge which could
descend into widespread violence. But one
thing is sure, the Western media’s spinning
of a “reformist” new leader, Abiy Ahmed, is
way off the mark. The Prime Minister seems
more like a Trojan Horse figure whose entrance
to office is primarily serving the geopolitical
interests of Washington and its Arab client
regimes, while jeopardising his own country’s
stability.

Far from this political development
being “pro-democracy” and “progressive”,
as Western media are mis-reporting, it is
more akin to a foreign-backed coup against
Ethiopia’s international independence.
International Clearing house &

Kerala, India: Unprecedented flood

The Communist Party of India (Marxist) has
appealed for donations for rescue and relief
operations in the wake of “unprecedented”
flooding in the state of Kerala, located on the
southwestern coastal tip of India.

At least 167 people had been killed in the last
week as torrential monsoon rain triggered flood-
ing, landslides and home and bridge collapses. It
brings the total fatalities in the state to more than
300 since May.

Rescuers are working to move those marooned
by the rising waters to over a thousand state-
run camps which are now sheltering more than
150,000 people.

All districts in the state and a total of 1,654
villages have been affected, the CPI-M said, while
the metro system in Kerala’s largest city Kochi
was suspended on Thursday after water entered
station yards.

More than 30,000 hectares of farmland have
been damaged and hundreds of homes rendered
uninhabitable.

“The politburo of CPI-M fervently appeals to
people of the entire country to contribute gener-
ously to aid the rescue and relief operations,” a
party statement read.

“Given the urgency, party members, sympa-
thisers and the general public are requested to rush
their individual contributions either through drafts/
cheques drawn in favour of the party or send it
directly to the Chief Minister’s Relief Fund.”

Kerala’s communist Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijaram has asked people to use a web portal set
up by the state government where help can be
requested and details — rescue, or supply of food,
drinking water, clothes or medicine — entered. A
free hotline has also been established.

Vijaram has also warned against the spread of
“fake news” leading people to panic over uncon-
firmed reports such as rumours of a looming fuel
shortage that caused gridlock at petrol stations and
speculation that the giant Mullaperiyar dam might
burst.

He did, however, appeal to neighbouring state
of Tamil Nadu to draw more water from the reser-
voir behind the dam, which has risen to its maxi-
mum safe level. “For the first time in history, 27
dams in the State had to be opened. Never before
had the State witnessed a calamity of this scale.”

India’s navy has also been deployed to help
with the mammoth rescue effort, with Kerala call-
ing for more troops to be deployed by central gov-
ernment to assist. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has pledged all necessary help.

Monsoon rains kill hundreds every year in
India, with 2018’s total for the country more than
800 people so far.
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A year that was

A thanks to Denis Doherty for
his letter (Guardian 15/8/2018),
on British lone sailor Tony
Bullimore. What a year 1998 was!

Howard’s attack on workers; the

dispute at Port Kembla, then the des-
picable attack on the MUA, David
Holdings’ Metcash mass sacking.

Whilst the Howard government
shouted from their war bunker in
Canberra how good they were at
propaganda on Bullimore’s rescue.
The RAN also chased and sank a
third world fishing vessel across
three oceans for illegal fishing in
Australian waters, but allowed Japan
to illegally whale hunt in the same
Waters.

Meanwhile off the Port of
Newcastle a seaman was thrown
overboard after being swiped with a
chain. This unfortunate man disap-
peared after the government sent him

back to his own country — no wages

paid to his family for his service on a
ship of shame.

A Hamilton

CPA Western NSW Branch

Family trauma

The government’s Australian
Institute of Health and Welfare
has compiled comprehensive
data on the prevalence of vio-
lence, finding that on average
one woman a week and one man
a month is killed by a current or
former partner.

It also found family violence was

a leading cause of homelessness, that
the problem had grown in the past
five years, and that millions of chil-
dren had been physically or sexually
abused.

The seriousness of these issues
cannot be overstated. Looking only
at the numbers can at times appear to
depersonalise the pain and suffering
that sits behind the statistics.

Family, domestic and sexual vio-
lence is a major problem in Australia,
but without a comprehensive source
of evidence and analysis, tackling
such a complex issue will continue
to be difficult. There are no consist-
ent definitions for family, domestic
and sexual violence.

Guardian

No consistent identifica-
tion method to enable incidents
to be captured and counted across
jurisdictions.

Fragmented, dispersed and
incomplete data about responses to
family, domestic and sexual vio-
lence, partly due to the wide range
of organisations and sectors involved
and inability to reliably report on
specific population groups.

Having a better understanding
of how all of those responses can
be brought to bear will hopefully go
some way to helping inform future
policy.

Jo Dunleavey
Wodonga

Cult

by
Shane Qu

Humans now the greatest threat to Earth -
so why don’t we hear about it?

Humans are placing themselves
in peril as they eliminate the envi-
ronment upon which they rely to
survive. Much of the blame for the
increasingly harmful effects can
be laid at the door of the world’s
rich states, many of which are
located in the West, such as the
US, Britain, Ireland, Switzerland,
Germany and Belgium.

The human assaults upon the
Earth have sharply risen in intensity
over the past 40 years — as the deadly
era of corporate neoliberalism, aided
by compromised governments and
media, pushes countless species
over the edge. The wealthy nations
most responsible for the crisis have
wrought a new geological age
upon the globe, the Anthropocene,
which can be traced to the Industrial
Revolution beginning in Britain in
1760.

The Anthropocene is the era in
which humans are overwhelmingly
affecting the climate and environ-
ment. The most serious outcome of
this global assault is climate change,
which is rapidly worsening while
reducing to derision conservative
and pseudo-scientific forecasts.

Should current government poli-
cies continue, it bodes ill for the con-
dition of the world by the year 2100.
Based on current trends a recent

study from the medical journal,
Lancet Planetary Health, reveals that
80 years from now 150,000 people in
Europe are expected to perish annu-
ally due to heat waves.

Despite the threats, in which cli-
mate change and nuclear weapons
cast a shadow over everything, there
is barely a word of warning coming
from Establishment circles.

For many months, front page
news has been focused on the non-
sense of “Russian meddling” in the
US election and “Brexit negotia-
tions” — while subjects that define
the Earth go unmentioned or are cast
to the shadows.

Over the previous four decades
governments, mainstream media and
television networks have surrendered
to the growing power of financial
institutions — whereby the public has
little input into the information they
receive.

One need only open a major
newspaper today to find 20-page
supplements dedicated to business
or property, while a fraction of that
is afforded to world news events.
The situation is further exacerbated
by the ongoing decline of intellectual
culture in the West. Influenced by
abundant commercial propaganda,
large sections of First World popu-
lations have been diverted towards

superficial consumerism, distracted
by the latest technology and other
fabricated wants.

Traditional, and important activ-
ities such as the reading of books
and other literature has become a
rarer sight. In March 2018, it was
reported that one in four Americans
had not read a single book within
the past year. This has been a con-
tinuing trend across the West and is
already having serious implications,
leading to the “decline of the public
intellectual.”

Meanwhile, also high on the
rich list of culpable states are
the oil nations of Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, Kuwait and the United Arab
Emirates, all backed by the West
despite having dire human rights
records.

In one of the great ironies,
should the reliance on lethal fossil
fuels like oil continue, states like
Saudi Arabia and Qatar will become
desolate wastelands in years to come.

Their citizens are already suffer-
ing unduly from the very substance
their countries’ elites have grown
affluent on.

Saudi Arabia, the world’s larg-
est exporter of oil, is forecast to
expect a 3-5°C rise in temperature
by the end of this century, making an
already sweltering country virtually

uninhabitable for humans and much
else. Last summer in Saudi Arabia,
record temperatures of 53°C were
recorded in central and eastern parts
of the country.

All of the above states have
grown rich by their continued plun-
dering of natural resources, therefore
increasing the responsibility they
now bear to the planet. In another
great irony, leading the way in pro-
tecting the world are the so-called
“primitive” Indigenous populations,
who seek to preserve habitats by
keeping fossil fuels like oil in the
ground, where it belongs, and pro-
tecting rainforests.

For the past five centuries, the
Anglo-Saxon and other European
races have exploited continents such
as Africa and the Americas, acquir-
ing riches at the expense of others.

Today, one can witness the hor-
rendous behaviour of the far-right
Italian government — which refuses
to accept migrants from African
countries that Benito Mussolini
invaded in the 1930s and 1940s, such
as Tunisia, Egypt and Ethiopia.

Following fascist Italy’s attack
on Ethiopia in 1935, Mussolini’s
forces killed tens of thousands of its
inhabitants, yet an Ethiopian immi-
grant is now barred entry to Italy.

In the US, Donald Trump’s

administration is rejecting people
fleeing from Central America —
migrants departing countries such as
El Salvador and Guatemala, which
have not recovered from the Ronald
Reagan-backed invasions of the
1980s. Nor are many from Honduras
now allowed citizenship in the US.

This despite a 2009
US-supported coup which helped
turn Honduras into one of the poor-
est and most violent countries in the
world. Hondurans are also suffering
due to worsening climate change,
despite hardly contributing to the
problem; the US is further accounta-
ble as it produces the second highest
greenhouse gas emissions on Earth.

Ireland, a crucial ally and out-
post of US corporate power, has also
become a major culprit in regard to
climate change — having long had
among the worst climate records on
the European continent. With a popu-
lation well below 10 million, Ireland
emits more carbon emissions than
400 million of the planet’s poorest
inhabitants, which is over five per-
cent of the entire human population.

As can be seen again, the corpo-
rate ideology is based on attaining
short-term profits (“jobs”) at what-
ever the cost, even if it results in
unremitting harm to the planet.
Morning Star &
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The Negotiator

Set in war-torn Lebanon in the early 1980s
this wonderfully taut and tense thriller
explores the civil unrest along with the
agendas of the US and Israelis as well as
the mind-set of the PLO at that time while
delivering a gripping ride.

It stars Jon Hamm as a former US diplo-
mat and skilled negotiator who is forced by the
CIA to return to Beirut, which he left in 1972
after a devastating attack by Israel, to negoti-
ate the release of his friend and CIA operative
Cal (Mark Pellegrino) who has been captured
by terrorists.

Writer Tony Gilroy (auteur of the Bourne
films) has penned a rich, complexly woven
and totally captivating and beautifully nuanced
screenplay, which is brought to life by Brad
Anderson’s skilled direction and driven by
Hamm (as a troubled/washed out drunk) pow-
erhouse performance.

It is a haunting little gem of a spy thriller.

Maria Duarte

The Darkest Minds

This is set in a turbulent US where 98 per-
cent of children have died from a mysteri-
ous disease and the remaining two percent
have developed new powers and are consid-
ered enemies of the state.

They are shipped to special camps where
their abilities are classed as either blue, green
or gold. Those who are rare and classed red or
orange are exterminated immediately.

Based on Alexandra Bracken’s first book in
her young adults trilogy, it follows the story of
10-year-old Ruby (Lidya Jewett) who is sent to
one of these centres and to survive pretends to
be a green instead of the orange that she actu-
ally is.

Six years later a member of a resistance
group (Amandla Stenberg) helps her escape as
her true classification is uncovered.

No doubt aspiring to be the next Maze
Runner or Hunger Games rather than
Divergent, which appears to have disappeared
without a trace, this has much potential,
with charismatic leads (Stenberg and Harris
Dickinson) and a dark and disturbing dysto-
pian society based on fear, discrimination and
dictatorial leadership.

Yet it all seems like déja vu. Still the slick
non-stop action, the blossoming romance and
many twists and turns may appeal to the tween
target audience.

MD

Dog Days

Dog Days follows an eclectic group of
people in Los Angeles who are saved by the
love of their beleaguered pooches.

Their stories become interconnected as the
action slowly unfolds in this gentle comedy
drama which stays just the right side of sweetly
sentimental.

The film opens with a scene-stealing Tig

The Darkest Minds — Lidya Jewett as Ruby.

Notaro playing a dead pan dog therapist reveal-
ing on national TV that 35 percent of canines
experience self-loathing setting the humorous
tone for the rest of the film.

Full of cute dogs and easy-on-the-eye
owners (Nina Dobrev, Vanessa Hudgens, Eva
Longoria and Tone Bell) this is a rather sweet,
funny and inoffensive cinematic tale unless
you are a cat lover.

MD

The Heiresses

Marcelo Martinessi’s remarkable feature
film debut as screenwriter-director was
deservedly honoured with awards at film
festivals at Berlin, Cartagena, Seattle and
Sydney.

While it also won top prize at the
Transilvania International Film Festival (hon-
ouring “films that dare”) it’s no horror film but
rather a compelling study of the inescapably
changing relationship between lesbian part-
ners Chela (Ana Brun) and Chiquita (Margarita
Irun) who, both descended from wealthy
Paraguayan families, have been together for
30 years.

Worsening finances force them to sell off
their possessions, with their debts leading to
Chiquita being imprisoned for fraud, catalysing
Chela into facing a new reality by providing a
local taxi service for elderly ladies.

It is to Martinessi’s considerable credit
that, despite frequent scenes where emo-
tional overdrive seems to be the easiest way
to progress the narrative, he never resorts to
melodrama, instead relying to first-rate effect
on his leading ladies who vividly create all-too-
convincing characters reacting to gripping situ-
ations that arise out of story rather than simply
being dramatically imposed on it.

Emotional emancipation is sharply
established in an interesting Paraguayan

environment and, while the storytelling appears
at times to be slow and mannered, it creates a
potent and believable emotional journey.

Alan Frank

Unfriended: The Dark Web

In 2015 the low-budget shocker Unfriended,
all of which took place on a computer
screen, became an unexpected hit.

Inevitably, the sequel strikes, creepily pro-
pelled by screenwriter and first-time director
Stephen Susco who, like his predecessor, tells
his scary story entirely on the computer screen
and, given the obvious visual limitations of
a monitor littered with hard and all too often
impossible-to-read messages, delivers efficient
chills and scares.

When Matias (Colin Woodelas) pilfers a
laptop and discovers secret files from the men-
acing Dark Web, he and his skyping friends are
plunged into a mounting nightmare of terror
and death by Dark Web operators determined
to save their secrets.

Computers confuse me — I typed Al
Jolson into my laptop, it came up as Al
Gallstone — but the film worked. Susco, his
players and convincing movie magic suc-
cessfully scrape your nerves and the dra-
matic tension mounts.

No masterpiece but effective.

The Meg

In 1975 Verna Fields’s Oscar-winning
editing ensured Spielberg’s Jaws scored.
Few notable sequels followed before Jaws
money-makers sank.

Now giant sharks make a raucous return in
this spectacle-driven Chinese-US co-produc-
tion which sees a 75-foot-long shark thought
to be extinct for millions of years attacking a
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scientific observation submersible, stranding its
crew on the ocean bed.

Fortunately (apart from lovers of per-
ceptive acting) expert deep sea rescue diver
Statham who claimed to have encountered the
giant shark years before, is there to save the
survivors and mankind too.

It’s Jaws titivated mercilessly — only
bigger, louder, packed with action and movie
magic but too often waterlogged and far from
subtle.

Three screenwriters deliver an action-
driven rather than character-driven screenplay
which Turteltaub directs fast and furiously,
using plentiful special effects — some impres-
sive, others resembling cheap filming in a fish
tank — and sensibly stressing Statham’s phy-
sique than his less palpable acting abilities.

Heathers

Thirty years after its initial release, this
deeply black comedy still possesses a
bloody bite that makes Jaws resemble a
patient requiring teeth implants.

The eponymous Heathers are a clique of
three nasty girls, all called Heather, who domi-
nate an Ohio high school.

Another Heather (Winona Ryder, excellent)
serves as their lackey until her conscience sets
in and she joins her definitely deranged boy-
friend JD (Christian Slater) in staging a series
of murders disguised as suicides designed to
destroy the Heathers.

Screenwriter Daniel Waters, deploying
enough four-letter words to make Channel 4
envious, and director Michael Lehman, making
the most of them to maximum effect, espe-
cially in 1988, create a cynical and sinister
story of faked suicides, high school bitching
and unforgettable cynicism that still makes
Carrie resemble a high school comedy by com-
parison and doesn’t seem to have dated at all.

Gory, ghastly and bloody good fun, too.
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Taking back

Many Kurdish people have had their
connection fo their land battered out
of them. Now, they are taking it back.
Matt Broomfield reports.

During Turkey’s illegitimate invasion and
annexation of Afrin, Turkish bombs pulver-
ised ancient archaeological sites including
the 3,000-year-old Ain Dara temple. It’s an
example of what imprisoned representative
of the Kurdish movement Abdullah Ocalan
calls capitalist modernity’s “special war-
fare”, severing people from their land and
their history with one stroke.

“Special warfare” can mean outright dema-
goguery — the burning of Kurdish books, the
torching of Afrin’s symbolic olive groves by
Turkish-backed jihadist militias — but it can
also appear in subtler guise.

In the Kurdish city of Amed (Diyarbikir),
Turkey is razing the storied old city, with its
gardens dating back seven millennia and clutch
of 1,500 protected sites. Unlike Daesh, the
Turkish state uses the language of regenera-
tion when obliterating ancient heritage sites —
in Western-facing interviews, at least. But the
effect is just the same.

Here at the Internationalist Commune of
Rojava, we are first-hand witnesses to these
attempts to tear the Kurdish people from their
past and present. And we are also a part of the
struggle to restore people’s connection to their
immediate and historical environment.

Turkey buys its bombs from the UK and
other NATO nations, but the West’s complicity
runs deeper than a few grubby, bloody-palmed
arms deals. Consumer-capitalist practices are
imported to the Middle East and idealised as
alternatives to long-standing cultures.

Many Kurdish people have had their con-
nection to their land battered out of them,
abandoning Kurdistan in their droves to seek
a better life in Europe.

In the West, people’s separation from the
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land is far more severe. Would-be environmen-
talists compensate for their deep alienation by
consuming ethically-produced products, made
by ecological companies who hustle false
promises of halting climate change to line their
pockets with the green dollar.

Murray Bookchin understood that “the
hierarchical mentality and class relationships
that so thoroughly permeate society are what
has given rise to the very idea of dominating
the natural world,” an approach he termed
“social ecology”.

Bookchin was stridently against deep-eco-
logical approaches which belittled humans as
mere “fleas” or “aliens”, unnecessary oddities
crawling on the face of Gaia. He understood
that people are not only part of the kinetic nat-
ural system, but absolutely vital within that
system — and to any chance the earth has of
avoiding ecological holocaust.

Capitalist modernity has surged over the
earth, seeped into its bowels and tarnished its
skies. It will not leave of its own accord.

Ocalan draws on Bookchin’s ideas to
develop a Braudelian analysis of the Middle
East’s longue durée. Through the earth of
the Fertile Crescent, he connects the Kurdish
people to a Neolithic “natural society”.

Prior to the emergence of exploitative
hierarchies, Ocalan argues, men and women
existed in mutual co-dependence without view-
ing nature as a “demonized” enemy to be bru-
talized and exploited.

Ocalan’s analysis is neither a primitivistic
call for a return to the wild, nor an assertion
of ethnic purity. Rather, it exposes capitalist
modernity as the artificial and man-made entity
it is, allowing an oppressed people in general
and women in particular to feel themselves
connected to a meaningful reality exceeding
their present situation.

Since the outbreak of civil war in Syria in
2012, the Kurdish movement has been strug-
gling to make Bookchin and Ocalan’s ideals a

tangible reality in the liberated region known
as Rojava.

For example, members of the Internation-
alist Commune recently attended a week-long
education in radical archaeology, along with
Kurdish and Arabic youth. Prior to its bom-
bardment, the Hittite holy place at Ain Dara
was finely carved with artwork dedicated to the
fertility mother-goddess Ishtar. This knowledge
was used to show the many young women in
attendance that male dominance is not a natu-
ral inevitability.

It is little wonder that Turkey, with its
strongman figurehead and concomitant cul-
ture of patriarchy and sexual abuse, sought to
destroy such a site. Wilful historical amnesia
begets present-day oppression.

Grassroots education is just part of a
broader strategy. By understanding humans not
as “located outside of nature” but as a living,
breathing part of it, the people of Rojava are
beginning to restore their rightful relation with
the natural world.

Vital work has already begun to reduce
overreliance on wheat, pesticides and water-
intensive crops. New wells have been banned
and new ecological communes opened, while a
more diverse harvest is planted yearly.

To this end the Internationalist Commune
are establishing a tree nursery, planting tens
of thousands of trees along with Kurdish
comrades and thus helping restore fertil-
ity and stability to the land. The planting of
trees symbolises our will to go beyond the
life of the individual and contribute to future
generations.

A social-ecological approach also helps
us understand apparent contradictions in the
ecological struggle here. The streets are dirtier
than in Europe, but they are not cleaned each
day by an army of exploited migrant workers.
People do fish in the lake of the new nature
reserve, but this has been their land for genera-
tions and they rely on its waters to feed their

families. They use rods and lines, not trawl
nets.

Most importantly, we can see that Turkey’s
war against democracy here in Rojava is also
a war against an ecological alternative to capi-
talist modernity.

The region is already ravaged with heavy
metals from munitions, carcinogens from
Islamic State oil fires and other toxic waste.
New recycling projects are stuck in limbo, as
all available funds are necessarily pumped into
the self-defence structures.

The bread we eat every day comes from
a woman-led local cooperative, but the
petrol which fuels the delivery van is crudely
extracted from the soil. These are the reali-
ties of life under war, embargo and capital-
ist hegemony. Marx wrote: “men make their
own history, but they do not make it as they
please.”

Capitalist modernity seeks to compartmen-
talise and atomise, to make the environmen-
tal struggle a matter of short-term individual
choices. But this viewpoint is in crisis, and ene-
mies of democracy are developing responses to
the fiery downfall of our longue durée as well.

In a recent article for Jacobite Magazine,
Montana native Michael Sibert discusses fears
that a rising far-right movement will coalesce
among the wild pine stands of his home state
— popularly known as America’s “last best
place”. This coming eco-fascism will argue the
only way we can escape the ravages of climate
change is through the eugenical obliteration of
human populations.

Conversely, Rojava embodies what
Bookchin calls the “last great chance” to halt
environmental catastrophe. Not by running
from these problems into the wilderness, nor by
shielding our gaze with fair-trade blindfolds,
but by building a cooperative, locally-minded
and women-led society in actual relation with
the natural world.
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