Editorial

The Turnbull government’s subservience
to the corporate powers which rule the
political roost was again exposed in all its

destructive glory when, a month after a

secret meeting on April 9 between Prime

Minister Malcolm Turnbull, environment

and energy minister Josh Frydenberg and

the Great Barrier Reef Foundation chair

John Schubert, the foundation was gifted

$444 million of taxpayer monies in the

name of the preservation of the Reef.

Instead of the crucial funding going to the
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority or
the CSIRO it went to the Great Barrier Reef
Foundation which has six full-time and five
part-time employees along with representa-
tives from fossil fuels transnational corpora-
tions such as BHP, Rio Tinto and Orica. Less
than a month after the meeting had taken place,
Frydenberg announced that the foundation was
to be given a $443.8 million grant with the
stated objective to save the Great Barrier Reef
from environmental damage.

The GBREF is stacked with well-known
corporate names. Its board includes:
 Chairman John Schubert is a former

Commonwealth Bank chairman and former
director of BHP Billiton and Qantas.

* Grant King, the current Business Council
of Australia president and former Origin
Energy chief executive.

* Michael Cameron, Suncorp’s chief
executive.

» Maureen Dougherty, Boeing’s leader for the
Australasian region.

* Steven Sarget, former president of GE
Mining.

Thus, the government has handed over for
safekeeping the future of the Reef to the vested
interests who are responsible for causing the
threat to its very existence.

There was no tender process for this grant.

Diversity

The Great Barrier Reef is home to 600
types of soft and hard corals, more than 100
species of jellyfish, 3,000 varieties of molluscs,
1,625 types of fish, 133 varieties of sharks and
rays, and more than 30 species of whales and
dolphins.

The Great Barrier Reef has been a natu-
ral wonder for thousands of years, home to
Aboriginal first peoples and, in economic terms
tens of thousands of tourism jobs. The Reef is
under unprecedented threat. The mining and
burning of fossil fuels is warming our atmos-
phere, and our oceans. When ocean tempera-
tures stay too warm for too long, corals expel
the algae (zooxanthellae) living in their tis-
sues, going completely white. This is coral
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bleaching. Corals can survive bleaching if the
water temperatures drop quickly into a normal
range, but if it stays too warm, they die.

In 2014 United Nations scientists vis-
ited Australia with a view to listing the Great
Barrier Reef as an endangered World Heritage
List item. The Reef faces rising temperatures
and pollution from mining and agricultural
chemicals but also the threat of massive new
coal loading developments along Queensland’s
northern coast.

Environmental organisation Greenpeace
says one proposal at Abbot Point would involve
dredging the reef to remove “enough mate-
rial to fill the Melbourne Cricket Ground 67
times”, to facilitate access for coal freighters.

Greenpeace has initiated a fund-raising
campaign to mount a court case over coal and
gas mining ventures. The campaign will enlist
the support of farmers’ organisation the Lock
the Gate Alliance which opposes the mining
of coal and coal seam gas in agricultural areas.

The combustion of coal, principally in the
world’s power stations, is the major contribu-
tor to the emission of carbon dioxide, the most
voluminous of all the greenhouse gases emitted
by human industrial activity.

The coal miners have consistently fought
attempts by mineworkers to improve their
conditions and pay, but neither the indus-
try nor Australian governments have taken
steps to retrain miners to take other jobs when

Global warming crisis
explodes

renewable energy power production economi-
cally supersedes coal-fired power.

It is the coal industry and its backers
that are taking a short-term view and acting
recklessly.

Race against time

The only rule that’s consistently applied
under capitalism is: do whatever you can get
away with in order to maximise the profit level.
There are no friends in business. Nor is there
any fixed loyalty to a particular form of pro-
duction. If a new form proves more profitable,
investors will desert the old in favour of the
new.

At the moment the massive coal industry
enjoys advantages over the renewable energy
sector because it is fully established, and has
highly developed technology, amortised plants,
greater economies of scale — and friends in
high places.

Australia is now the world’s biggest
exporter of thermal coal, and the Indian coal
miner Adani’s proposal to build the nation’s
biggest coal mine at Carmichael, in central
Queensland’s Galilee Basin, has the back-
ing of both the federal government and its
Queensland counterpart.

The Turnbull government is also behind
the granting of Adani’s application for a $1 bil-
lion low-interest loan from the federal Northern
Australia Infrastructure Fund, for construction
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of'a new coal terminal and rail line to transport
coal from the mine to the coast.

The Great Barrier Reef is one of the natu-
ral wonders of the world. It is the largest coral
ecosystem on Earth. The tourists it draws to
Queensland bring in $5 billion annually and
account for close to 70,000 jobs. Climate
change, however, if it is not prevented, threat-
ens to destroy all this.

“When corals are stressed by unusually
high water temperatures ... symbiotic algae,
called zooxanthellae, leave the corals’ bodies.
[At high temperatures, the photosynthetic
process that is carried out by corals’ symbiotic
plankton becomes toxic for the corals. Because
it becomes toxic, the corals spit out the plank-
ton.] This changes their colour to white [hence
the term “bleaching” for this condition] and
can also in effect starve them of nutrients. If
bleaching continues for too long, corals die.”
— Chris Mooney, US science and environment
reporter.

The Great Barrier Reef is actually a collec-
tion of contiguous individual reefs. Australia’s
National Coral Bleaching Task Force has sur-
veyed 911 of its component coral reefs by air,
and found at least some bleaching on 93 per-
cent of them. The amount of damage varies
from severe to light, but the bleaching was the
worst in the reef’s remote northern sector —
where virtually no reefs escaped it.

Continued on page 2
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Professor Terry Hughes, head of the ARC Centre of Excellence for
Coral Reef Studies at James Cook University, said “Between 60 and
100 percent of corals are severely bleached on 316 reefs, nearly all in
the northern half of the Reef.”

The actual figures for the survey are: in the Northern sector of the
Reef, 522 reefs were surveyed, 81 percent are severely bleached. In
the Central sector, 226 reefs were surveyed, 33 percent are severely
bleached. In the Southern sector, 163 reefs were surveyed and only one
percent are severely affected.

Severe bleaching means that corals could die, depending on how
long they are subject to these conditions. The scientists also reported
that based on diving surveys of the northern reef, they already are
seeing nearly 50 percent coral death.

Nancy Knowlton, Sant Chair for Marine Science at the
Smithsonian Institution, commented: “The fact that the most severely
affected regions are those that are remote and hence otherwise in good
shape, means that a lot of prime reef is being devastated.”

And not on the Great Barrier Reef alone. “There already have
been reports of mass coral death around the Pacific atoll of Kiribati
this year — and widespread coral bleaching worldwide, a phenomenon
that scientists attribute to a strong El Niflo event surfing atop a general
climate warming trend.

“This is, by far, the worst bleaching they’ve seen on the Great
Barrier Reef,” said Mark Eakin, head of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s Coral Reef Watch, which partners with
the Australian National Coral Bleaching Taskforce.

Some scientists think coral bleaching this extensive is one of the
signs that climate change caused by humans has reached the “danger-
ous” stage where ecosystems are unable to adapt naturally to it.

That doesn’t stop climate change deniers trying to find some other
reason — anything, in fact. Even suntan lotion has been put forward as
a possible alternative cause for coral bleaching.

This is the kind of catastrophic ecological event that calls for an
all-round governmental response based on well-researched scientific
advice. It would once have been given to Australia’s Commonwealth
Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) for action,
but the federal Liberal government has chosen to gut the CSIRO, cut-
ting its funding and forcing it to drastically reduce its staff, a reflection
of the government’s view of the threat of climate change.

Renewables

Instead both the Australian and Queensland governments are in
thrall to the fossil fuel industry. There may be more money (and cer-
tainly more jobs) in renewable energy in the long term, but in the short
term the ability to generate hefty profits belongs to coal and its rela-
tives. This fact has big sway with both Labor and Liberal governments
in Australia. After all, both the main parties are eager to do the bidding
of “the big end of town”. And the representatives of finance capital
who make up — or control — the big end of town are almost exclusively
interested in making profits.

Despite the tourist significance of the Great Barrier Reef, the
Queensland state government has approved the shipment through the
Reef of the output of the proposed huge Adani coal mine in that state.
(Coal it seems has more clout than tourism.) The movement of all
those bulk carriers will not only put the Reef at risk through the normal
course of their travelling though this World Heritage site, but in the
event of an accident — a grounding, say — there is the potential for an
environmental catastrophe.

This year the Federal Court is hearing an application by the
Wangan and Jabalingou people of central Queensland against the
Indian firm Adani’s proposed construction of one of the world’s big-
gest coal mines, at Carmichael in Central Queensland’s Galilee Basin.
The mine would consume 9.5 billion litres of underground water in
the region and 12 billion litres of water from local rivers every year.
Combustion of coal mined at full production rate would also result in
a huge rise in global carbon emissions.

Adani has claimed it has the consent of the traditional owners for
mining to proceed. But the Wangan and Jabalingou people argue that
they are the owners, that they never gave their consent and that many
of the people cited in Adani’s claim are not traditional owners at all.

The Wangan and Jabalingou people have formally rejected the pro-
posal four times. State and federal governments have also approved the
Adani proposal, and if a newly-elected Labor government reversed this
decision Adani could sue it for billions in damages for a “sovereign
risk” breach of contract.

A recent Climate Council report revealed that combustion of coal
from the mine at the maximum rate of production would result in the
emission of greenhouse gas at 1.3 times the current Australian emis-
sion level from all sources, and that the gas would have an ash content
double the maximum level permissible in Australia.

And while the climate change deniers are still busy, scientists say
that climate change will not only include a general warming of the
planet, but also changes to global ocean flows, including the North
Atlantic gulf stream, which will probably result in severe temperature
drops in Western Europe and Britain.

The political struggle in Australia must have on its agenda the
phasing out of coal mining altogether.

That would be a victory not only for Australia but also for the
future well-being of the people of the world.
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Hiroshima
Politics in the Pub report

Vinnie Molina Activist and Presenter of RTR Community Radio show
“Understorey” and CPA WA and Youth activist respec-
Last Thursday August 9, Politics in the Pub Perth tively discussed issues of global concern such as milita-
held a lively discussion on the Politics after Hiroshima.  rism, the effort to ban nuclear weapons and the need to
August 6-9 mark the anniversary of the nuclear bombing  build a mass movement to achieve the survival of Planet
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki by the US. In remembrance  Earth.
of these devastating events speakers Adrian Glamorgan The event was chaired by CPA WA branch President
and Aaron Beardsell, Sustainability Advocate, Peace  Dr Christopher Crouch. &
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Only the majority is sovereign. He who takes the place of the people
is a tyrant and his power is usurpation.

Simon Bolivar

Public Meeting - ACT
Situation in Venezvuela

6 pm - 8:00pm — Wednesday August 22

Fred Daly Room, Belconnen Labor Club, Chandler Street, Belconnen

A free information session on the recent situation in Venezuela

Featured speakers:
Daniel Gasparri-Rey: Venezuelan Chargé d'Affaires
Vinnie Molina: CPA President, Observer to Presidential election — May 20
Carlos Eduardo Morreo: Researcher at ANU, Venezuelan citizen

VEN [ZU E [ ﬂ Time will be available for questions

Free parking is available in Chandler Street opposite the front entrance of the Club.
Australian Venezuela Canberra Forum; PO Box 437, Jamison Centre, Macquarie, ACT 2614

PRESS FUND
The Turnbull government’s $444 million grant to private charity the Great Barrier Reef Foundation
has been described as “shocking and mind-blowing” by Michael Meyer. In 2004 he resigned from the
Foundation’s board, whose members now include representatives of mining corporations Rio Tinto and
BHP (see page 1). The funding agreement describes poor water quality and “crown of thorns” starfish
as the major threats to the Reef, but climate change, the ultimate threat, isn’t even mentioned. The
grant, made with no transparency or tender process, could have gone to the Barrier Reef Marine Park
Authority or the CSIRO, but now they’ll have to approach the Foundation for research funding. The
Reef certainly needs your help, but so do we, so please send in a Press Fund contribution if you can.
Many thanks to this week’s supporters, as follows:

MM $10, “Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $20, E Seymour $5
This week’s total: $40 Progressive total: $5,820

Support the Guardian
by donating to Press Fund
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TAFE cuils disaster

Leesa Wheelahan*

Successive government changes
to marketise vocational educa-
tion over the last 10 years have
resulted in a collapse of publicly
funded vocational education, the
decimation of TAFE, the shift to
for-profit private providers, and
disinvestment by governments in
vocational education.

This is seen in changes to pub-
licly funded hours in vocational edu-
cation from 2009 to 2016. The focus
is on hours of delivery rather than
student enrolments, because funding
is tied to training hours rather than
the number of students.

* The share of publicly funded

hours by TAFE and private

providers in 2009 and 2016:

2009 was chosen as the starting

point because it was one year

after the Council of Australian

Governments’ (COAQG)

agreement in in 2008 to give

private providers greater access to
public funding.

Change in the number of publicly

funded hours in TAFE, private

providers and overall from 2009

to 2016.

* Change in government funding
per hour of publicly funded
training from 2009 to 2016.

In Australia overall, TAFE’s
share of publicly funded hours
declined from 81 percent in 2009
to 54 percent in 2016. The number
of hours of delivery declined by 30
percent in TAFE, while it increased
by 194 percent in private providers
in that time. Funding per hour was
cut by almost 10 percent. If we go
back further than 2009 to examine
the change in funding between 2007
and 2016, then funding per hour was
cut by 15 percent.

The national picture disguises
diversity between the states. While
COAG set the framework for
national vocational education policy,
each state implemented these poli-
cies in their own way.

Victoria is the most notorious,
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having implemented scorched earth
marketisation policies more aggres-
sively than any other state — at least
to begin with. In 2009, TAFE’s share
of publicly funded hours in Victoria
was almost 78 percent, and this col-
lapsed to 42 percent by 2016.

The nadir for TAFE in Victoria
was in 2015, when TAFE’s share of
publicly funded hours was not quite
36 percent. The number of publicly
funded training hours in Victoria in
TAFE declined by almost 29 percent
from 2009 to 2016, while it rose in
private providers by almost 333 per-
cent. Funding per hour of delivery
plummeted by almost 25 percent in
that time.

However, Queensland is even
more alarming. TAFE’s share of
publicly funded hours was barely 30
percent in 2016, down from 77 per-
cent in 2009. The number of train-
ing hours delivered by TAFE in

Queensland dropped by half in that
time, and the funding per hour of
delivery in Queensland declined by
27 percent. In 2016, private provid-
ers’ share of publicly funded hours
was 68 percent and the number of
hours they delivered increased by
322 percent from 2009 to 2016.
South Australia and New South
Wales are in dire straits, each in
their different way. Policy in South
Australia has combined marketisa-
tion with chaos, as governments
there lurch between funding TAFE
and full marketisation. TAFE’s share
of publicly funded hours in South
Australia in 2016 was 62.6 percent,
up from 47.2 percent in 2014. In
2014, the Labor government decided
to redirect funding to TAFE, while
the current conservative government
will re-introduce full contestabil-
ity. Despite this short reprieve since
2014, TAFE’s number of publicly

From the Archives

Nuclear waste dump — Guardian, December 1999

funded hours declined by almost 30
percent from 2009 to 2016, while it
increased in private providers by 8.7
percent in that time.

New South Wales is in chaos.
While TAFE’s share of publicly
funded hours was almost 77 per-
cent in 2016, the number of pub-
licly funded hours in TAFE declined
by almost 29 percent from 2009 to
2016, while it rose by 111 percent in
private providers in that time. (NSW
has cut 4,000 positions from TAFE
since 2012).

It looks as if funding per hour
has been improved in NSW, but this
is only because enrolments have col-
lapsed. NSW used to have the big-
gest vocational education system,
reflecting the fact that it is the most
populous state. In 2009, NSW'’s
share of publicly funded hours in
Australia was 34 percent, but by
2016 it was 27 percent and this was
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grnational Co-operation and Disarmament

Victoria Street, Carlton South, 3053 Australia.

an improvement over 2015 when
NSW had only 20 percent of all
publicly funded hours in Australia.
Victoria now has a bigger system
than NSW, and has had since 2011.
Federal Labor has promised
to save TAFE if it is elected. The
only way this can happen is if gov-
ernments invest in TAFE as insti-
tutions and in the TAFE system. If
Labor is to succeed, it will need to
rebuild trust in vocational education
and rebuild the capacity of TAFEs
to offer high quality programs to all
students seeking a place in programs
that meet their aspirations, taught by
highly qualified and well-resourced
teachers.
* Leesa Wheelahan was the
Associate Professor at the LH Martin
Institute for Tertiary Education
Leadership and Management at the
University of Melbourne. &

Melbourne

Tel: 9663 3677 Email: peacecentre@cicd.org.au www.cicd.org.au

Dr Joseph Gerson Tour 2018

CICD will be hosting Dr Joseph Gerson from 14 August to 16
August 2018, with the support & sponsorship of: IPAN Victoria,
Melbourne Unitarian Peace Memorial Church, Quakers, Pax
Christi, Spirit of Eureka and Victorian Council of Churches (VCC).

Wednesday 15 August:

7.00 pm Public Meeting at the Unitarian church,
110 Grey Street East Melbourne.

The topic for his speech is:
How the Nuclear Annihilation Stands

in the Way of World Peace.

Dr. Joseph Gerson is Executive Director of the Campaign for
Peace, Disarmament and
Common Security and Vice-
President of the International
Peace Bureau.

Joseph has served the American
Friends Service committee since
1976 and is currently Director of
Programs and Director of the
Peace and Economic Security
Program for the AFSC in New
England.

His most recent book is Empire and the Bomb: How the US
Uses Nuclear Weapons to Dominate the World. His previous
books include The Sun Never Sets and With Hiroshima Eyes.

All welcome
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Boost from Launch Housin

Victorian families experienc-
ing homelessness, particularly
nurses, midwives and carers, will
have greater access to social hous-
ing thanks to a $7 million grant
commitment by the Australian
Nursing and  Midwifery
Federation (Vic Branch) to
Melbourne-based housing sup-
port agency Launch Housing.

Announced at the union’s
annual Victorian branch Delegates
Conference in June, the grant will
be spread over the next two financial
years and allow Launch Housing
to develop projects to support
Victorians struggling to access and
maintain housing.

Half of the grant will go
toward Launch Housing’s Families
Supportive Housing Project in
Dandenong and involve the con-
struction of 60 two to four-bedroom
units to provide homes for families.

Launch Housing will also col-
laborate with not-for-profit organisa-
tion Wintringham to build housing in
regional Victoria to ensure the deliv-
ery of both metropolitan and regional
assistance.

ANMEF secretary Lisa Fitzpatrick
said the branch holds a strong com-
mitment to social justice and that the
grant is the result of seeking to con-
tribute positively to the lives of less
fortunate Victorians.

The ANMEF branch retains active
leadership within the homelessness
sector from members who worked
for the RDNS Homeless Persons
Program, she added.

“We believe it is incumbent on
us to make Victoria a better place,”
Fitzpatrick said. “The very nature
of our work means we meet patients
whose lives are changed in an instant
— family violence or a serious phys-
ical illness or injury or a mental
health issue can lead to a series of
events that can lead to homelessness.
Nurses, midwives and carers are not
immune to these life events.

“We also know that through rela-
tionship breakdown, family violence
and workplace injury, the group
of people vulnerable to homeless-
ness significantly on the increase is
women over 55 years.”

Launch Housing CEO Heather
Holst described the funding boost as
uplifting and commended the ANMF
for their crucial support.

“We have 16,000 people a year
coming to us for assistance after
either new housing because they
haven’t got any or they’ve got to
move,” Holst explained.

“Being able to build something,
purpose-designed and targeted at
people who are coming out of home-
lessness is just fantastic.”

Holst said Launch Housing

Australia
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recently conducted a survey exam-
ining the people who use its services
and found evidence of current or
former nurses, midwives and carers
accessing help.

As part of the project, she said
nurses, midwives and carers would
be given first opportunity to acquire
available housing before it is then
offered to others experiencing
homelessness.

Holst also emphasised that the

(TSI EX
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complex homelessness problem
deserved far greater attention and
required collective action.

“It’s the Australian housing
market, first and foremost,” she
said of the main drivers. “The way
we work it in Australia, you’ve got
people who do very well out of that
and people who do very badly, even
to the point of being pushed into
homelessness. We’ve got to some-
how equalise our housing market

-+

a lot more and make it more about
shelter than an investment.

“We need a better coordinated
response, which we’re working on
hard, and we need to have housing
that is reserved for people who are
homeless and not housing that they
have to compete with alongside
better able people.” &

Australians battling chronic conditions such as epilepsy and multiple
sclerosis can now secure medicinal cannabis easier following the
launch of the country’s first specialised Cannabis Access Clinics in

Sydney and Melbourne last month.

Medicinal cannabis is an unregistered medicine requiring approval
from federal and state governments and can only be prescribed after a
successful application process under the Special Access Scheme (SAS).

The new Cannabis Access Clinics were given the green light and
maintain their aim is to streamline the often-complex process surrounding
access to medicinal cannabis for people who experience conditions that
have shown benefit from use of the drug.

Clinics opened in Sydney and Melbourne last week and will follow in
Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth this month.

Staffed with GPs and specialists, the clinics will focus on helping
patients suffering from conditions including epilepsy, multiple sclerosis,
chronic pain, and palliative care and chemotherapy-induced nausea and

vomiting.

The process starts with people making an application to access
medicinal cannabis that is then reviewed by Cannabis Access Clinics.

To be eligible, people must be an Australian resident and have been
diagnosed with a condition that conventional treatments have failed to

improve.

A letter from a GP or specialist backing the application is also

required.

If a face-to-face or telehealth consultation with the clinic’s doctors is
successful and the treatment deemed beneficial for the condition then a
medicinal cannabis prescription can be dispensed easily from a pharmacy.

Cannabis Access Clinics Medical Director, Dr Sanjay Nijhawan, said
the privately-owned venture was striving to help people navigate their
way through complex regulations surrounding medicinal cannabis.

“Our aim is to improve the quality of life for patients with chronic
conditions and symptoms, while working within the regulations that the
state and federal governments have put in place for medicinal cannabis.”

The treatment costs hundreds of dollars per month and clinics charge
an out-of-pocket fee of $300 for an initial consultation, which includes an
application to government for approval. The approval process can take up
to four weeks from when the application was lodged subject to the com-

plexity of the case. @

Making them pay

The Maritime Union of Australia
(MUA) has welcomed a decision
by Australian authorities to detain
the Hong Kong-flagged bulk car-
rier Xing Ning Hai in Devonport
over hundreds of thousands of
dollars in unpaid wages.

The 180-metre vessel unloaded
its cargo of gypsum but was detained
by the Australian Maritime Safety
Authority (AMSA) after the discov-
ery in the United States that the 22
Chinese nationals on board are owed
more than US$250,000.

The ship owners had promised
to pay the full amount of back-pay
owed upon leaving the United States
but serious questions remain over
whether the full amount has been
paid.

The International Transport
Workers® Federation (ITF) twice
inspected the vessel last month to
investigate the outstanding wages,
while Hong Kong authorities arrived
in Australia for a joint inspection
with AMSA.

ITF Australian coordinator Dean

Summers said the vessel may be
moved to another berth while the
detention is ongoing and the ship
could be suspended from operating
on the Australian coast.

“The ITF has sent a stern mes-
sage to the ship owner advising that
we will proceed along the grounds
that he will need to pay the crew
in cash in an Australian port in ITF
presence as we do not trust the com-
pany to act in good faith,” Summers
said.

“Sadly, international shipping
can be a murky industry, full of
opaque ownership structures and a
failure to meet proper environmen-
tal, safety and human rights stand-
ards and these Chinese seafarers are
victims of that system.”

This incident comes just days
after the three-year anniversary of
the departure of Tasmania’s last
Australian-crewed fuel tanker, the
Alexander Spirit.

The Alexander Spirit infamously
sat for three weeks in Devonport in
July 2015, with the Australian crew

refusing to sail because land-based
workers told them they would be
sacked and replaced by an exploited
foreign crew at the next port destina-
tion of Singapore.

Many of the workers from the
Alexander Spirit still haven’t found
work and they have absolutely no
hope of finding a job as seafarers if
the Turnbull government’s deregula-
tion of coastal shipping goes ahead.

A report by the Australia
Institute into the Abbott/Turnbull
government’s coastal shipping leg-
islation, which is listed for debate in
the Parliament, estimates that only
88 Australian seafarer jobs would
remain across the country if that leg-
islation is passed.

“The solution is simple — we
need to support Australian jobs.
We should be growing our domes-
tic shipping industry not cutting it.
Aussie seafarers live here, work here,
pay tax here and support our local
communities,” MUA Tasmanian
branch secretary Jason Campbell
said. @
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Taking Issue — Rob Gowland
Reversing Privatisation

At the packed public rally at the
Teachers’ Federation a couple of
weeks ago to oppose the privatisa-
tion of the ABC, only one of the
numerous guest speakers men-
tioned the other public enterprises
that are being or (in most cases,
sadly) have already been priva-
tised. And yet, privatising public
assets is a long-standing policy of
the Liberal Party and their big
business mates, for if there are
no publicly-owned enterprises
run as a service rather than as
profit-making ventures, capital-
ism won’t be embarrassed by
exposure of its greed, its wasteful-
ness and all too often its essential
incompetence.

In the 1930s, Sydney’s various
private bus companies competed for
passengers over the same routes, on
the principle — presumably — that
competition would lead to the best
bus company coming to the fore.
Inevitably, of course, bus drivers
were soon being given bonuses if
they picked up more passengers than
other companies’ busses. The result
was busses racing one another to get
to stops where there could be seen
groups of passengers waiting. A bus
from one company would skip a stop
(even if some passengers wanted to
get off there) in order to beat a rival
company’s bus to the following stop.
It was capitalist-inspired chaos.

Maverick Labor premier Jack
Lang put them off the road by
nationalising the bus companies, and
Sydney’s busses have been predomi-
nantly public ever since.

Construction of railways is
a huge infrastructure expense, in
Australia usually undertaken by
state governments or in a few cases
by the federal government. To con-
struct the nation’s railways, state
and federal governments borrowed
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TAA (Trans Australia Airlines).

the necessary funds from overseas
banks (mainly British) and have kept
the debt on the books ever since.
It’s a very profitable investment for
those banks: the NSW Government
Railways (NSWGR), as it used to
be called, ran at a substantial and
satisfying profit every year, until
the massive interest on the original
loan was deducted yet again (!) and
the profit became a substantial loss.
Needless to say, that loss was held up
as evidence of the “incompetence” of
public enterprises.

Occasionally some left-winger
would ask disingenuously just how
much longer we would go on paying
interest on a loan that had in fact by
now been repaid several times over,
at least. But that question is a step
too far for capitalist governments,
whether Liberal or Labor.

After the Second World War,
the Labor Party did try to national-
ise the banks, but the right (backed
by the banks, needless to say) ran a
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very effective scare campaign to the
effect that the government was trying
to seize people’s savings! Labor lost
the election and Robert Menzies —
Hitler admirer and embarrassing
monarchist — began his long period
as PM.

When Menzies began his occu-
pation of the Lodge, significant sec-
tions of Australia’s economy were
in fact publicly owned (or owned by
companies in which state or federal
governments held the controlling
interest). Bitumen and Oil Refineries
of Australia Limited (BORAL) was
our federal government-owned
national oil refinery which pre-
vented the oil companies from rip-
ping us off. Commonwealth Portland
Cement fulfilled the same function
for the building and construction
industry.

Commonwealth Engineering
provided the state and federal rail-
ways with superior quality roll-
ing stock. Commonwealth Aircraft
Corporation — established during
the War — built aircraft, and the
Australian National Line transported
cargoes around our coastline and
even abroad, preventing the ship-
ping companies from holding us to
ransom.

The federal government owned
the Commonwealth Bank, most
respected of the big banks, while the
NSW government owned the Rural
Bank, established to help farmers
to finance their seasonal and hence
often precarious existence.

Numerous other government
enterprises or utilities helped the
manufacture or operation of every-
thing from overseas communications
to small-arms (and by eliminating
the private profit sector helped keep
the costs down).

As soon as Menzies and the
Liberal Party got into the Lodge,
however, they began the process
of privatising the public sector of
the economy. Not all at once, of
course, but piecemeal, so as not to
arouse too much public opposition.
The sell-off was accompanied by
propaganda both blunt and subtle to
the effect that “private enterprise”
would be more efficient, a catch-
cry frequently used by capitalism to
mask the blatant seizure or theft of
public assets.

When Menzies took office,
Australia’s domestic air travel
was largely serviced by the
Commonwealth-owned TAA (Trans
Australia Airlines) and the private
operator ANA (Australian National
Airways, owned by a consortium of
shipping companies). The people

preferred TAA so ANA eventually
went to the wall and was bought
by Menzies’ mate Reg Ansett, who
renamed it Ansett Airways.

It too would have gone to the
wall (apparently capitalism does not
thrive on competition) but Ansett
sought and obtained the help of his
mate Menzies, who decreed that all
Commonwealth government air-
travel and freight shipments must be
evenly split between TAA (the gov-
ernment’s own airline) and Ansett
(its private competitor)! Basically,
Menzies arranged for the Australian
government to subsidise Ansett.
Wasn’t that nice of him?

Today, very few public enter-
prises remain. Those that do, have
largely survived because for a long
time capitalist corporations avoided
taking over enterprises requiring
large infusions of capital (to estab-
lish infrastructure, for example), pre-
ferring to leave that type of cost to
be met by government. But as new
sources of profit became scarce, cap-
italist corporations began to greed-
ily covet not just government-owned
enterprises but any and all functions
of government itself.

However, it would be a mistake
to think that the only reason capital-
ist corporations are keen to assume
the functions of government is to
make a bigger profit. They (and the
governments they control) also have
a political agenda, an agenda that
includes persuading the public that
enterprises and utilities that are run
as services instead of for-profit com-
panies are somehow unnatural and
wrong.

They constantly pursue a prop-
aganda line to the effect that run-
ning an enterprise, utility or service
for private profit is inherently “less
wasteful” and “more efficient”. To
assist with this cosy fabrication, cap-
italist governments will starve public
enterprises of funds so that they are
not competing on an even playing
field with their private rivals. One
has only to compare the per-capita
government funding of rich private
schools — which also enjoy amenities
paid for by fees from the schools’
wealthy parents — with the relatively
paltry amount spent on public school
pupils despite the fact that the major-
ity of school pupils are actually in
the public system.

In NSW, the government has
for years pursued a policy of trying
to privatise its public hospitals, in
the teeth of community opposition.
To soften up the opposition it has
deliberately run down certain public
hospitals such as the former South

Sydney hospital and more recently
Manly Hospital. At South Sydney,
the furniture was decrepit, the lino
broken and missing in places. [ went
there when my mother fell and broke
her arm. Another chap in the wait-
ing room was angered by the run-
down state of the place but blamed
this on the hospital staff! “Wait till
it’s privatised” he declared; “They
won’t know what’s hit ‘em.” Which
I believe was exactly the attitude the
government was hoping to arouse.

The same “run it down until
people are fed up and then close/
privatise it” policy was success-
fully followed with Manly Hospital.
However, when the government
announced its intention to privatise a
whole clutch of hospitals across the
State, fierce public opposition caused
them to reverse the decision in the
case of the recently upgraded Wyong
Hospital. So far, campaigns to keep
the other designated hospitals out of
the clutches of the privateers have
not been so successful, but people
have not given up by any means.

Just as a vigorous campaign
to stop the privatisation of Wyong
Hospital was successful, so can
campaigns be successful to reclaim
all those other public enterprises
that have been flogged off by right-
wingers, both Labor and Liberal.
Especially since the revelations
of the malpractices indulged in by
the big banks, we should be call-
ing for the Commonwealth Bank to
be returned to public ownership. A
vigorous campaign for governments
to establish (or re-establish) public
enterprises in other key sectors of
the economy, putting service to the
public before private profit-making,
would doubtless meet with consid-
erable cynicism thanks to the subtle
but unrelenting propaganda that has
been dished out against such enter-
prises for so long. But people are not
fools, and they know that adding a
profit margin to the cost of an enter-
prise or service is not a way to save
money!

Nationalisation or socialisation
used to be a plank in the platform of
the ALP, but the Right finally got rid
of it. Nevertheless, despite the best
efforts of Right-wing politicians
and their media mates, public trans-
port, public hospitals and the ABC
still command public support. When
major sporting events are on, it is
significant that the authorities turn to
public transport to move the crowds.

There is a lot of support for the
proposition, “Public is best!” Let’s
revive it as a campaign.
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With summer at its crest, with climate
change continuing to burn deadly swaths
across the globe amid relentless heat
waves, wildfire outbreaks are occurring
worldwide.

Parts of the Arctic are on fire! Specifically
in Sweden: The Nordic country is grappling
with a heretofore unseen threat as flames
encroach with such voracity that the govern-
ment has had to call upon its military, citizen
volunteers, and neighbouring countries for
help. The fires are the worst the nation has seen
in decades, and much farther north than usual.

“Some of the biggest fires we’ve seen now
are occurring in the subarctic and even in the
high Arctic areas,” says Ed Struzik, an envi-
ronmental studies fellow at Canada’s Queen’s
University. “The fires in northern Sweden dem-
onstrate that no place, including the circumpo-
lar Arctic, is immune to the future effects
of fire. Blame it on climate change, and an
increasingly ice-free Arctic Ocean, which is
driving fire-friendly weather patterns in ways
we are only beginning to understand.”

Looking south to Greece, fires have so far
claimed 81 lives and harmed and displaced
many more. Flames — the result of a harsh
forest fire — ripped through Mati, a resort town
18 miles east of Athens, gutting homes and
forcing people to actually swim out into the
tumultuous sea to escape the thick smoke. The
blaze sprang upon residents so quickly that
many had mere minutes to save themselves.

“We could smell something burning,” said
Ilias Psinakis, mayor of Greece’s Marathon
area, which was also affected. “Then every-
thing was gone in a few minutes. The wind
came, then moved away, then came back again.
My house was lost.”

Experts are currently unsure whether the
Greece fire is the result of global warming or
arson. Fire has also been used traditionally as a
way to clear land for development, and possi-
bly in this case it got out of control. Either way,
climate conditions did play a role in the disas-
ter. Greek Defence Minister Panos Kammenos
remarked, “This had such a tremendous force,
powered by winds up to 110 kilometres per
hour. It jumped over a road as wide as a high-
way. When you have conditions like this, noth-
ing can stop it.”

Bigger

As tragic as the fires in Greece are, the
nation might not have quite as bleak a future
as areas like northern Sweden, for specific
environmental reasons. Ed Struzik noted that
subarctic and Arctic fires are not unheard of,
but have become larger over the last 15 years.
That’s because boreal forests and tundra are
drying up. As much of this type of land is cov-
ered in peat moss, it burns differently from
other areas; instead of flaming upward, the fire
continues to smoulder in the ground.

“When it does that,” said Struzik, “it can
last the entire summer, then ‘hibernate’ during
the winter months, then start up again the fol-
lowing year.” These fires “have opened up a
new chapter in an unfolding story.” The disas-
ters ravaging this part of the world are expected
to grow and worsen. We are only seeing the
beginning of a new environmental reality.

Hope vanishing

California, where as many as 17 separate
wildfires are presently wreaking havoc from all
the way north to all the way south, has borne
out the truth that more rain does not necessar-
ily translate to less fire. In fact, the opposite
may be true: Two winters ago, the state finally
received torrents of rain and snow that replen-
ished the snowpack, nearly refilled the res-
ervoirs, and turned brown hills green again,
ending a five-year drought.

But when dry weather returned, all that
new green growth turned brown again and
provided new tinder for the next year’s fires.
There is a direct correlation between extreme
record heat and dry vegetation that makes fires
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burn ever more intensely. This year alone in
California, the state’s worst wildfire year ever,
more than 10,000 structures have burned and
several dozen people have died.

Temperatures on the West Coast have risen
2 degrees over the last 40 years, “the effect of
climate change,” says Jennifer Balch, director
of the Earth Lab at the University of Colorado,
Boulder.

“Flames have destroyed at least 966 struc-
tures in the area,” reports CNN about the Carr
Fire in northern California’s Shasta County,
“making it one of the top 10 most destructive
wildfires in California history. In fact, seven
of the 12 most destructive fires have happened
since 2015.” Smoke from Shasta County has
drifted over to bucolic Ashland, Ore.

Jeremy Samples, who currently lives in
Chico and attends Chico State, has been home
for the summer in East Redding. He told his
story to People’s World. Bethel Church is a
non-denominational charismatic megachurch
founded in 1954 in Redding.

“On Monday, July 23, the Carr Fire began
as a small blimp of smoke on the radar. It was
not until Thursday that the fire made a push
to West Redding and forced tens of thousands
to evacuate their homes. The community as
a whole came together to open their doors
for evacuees: Shasta College and Simpson
College, 3 miles and 1.7 miles from Bethel’s
location, respectively, opened their doors. Five
other churches also opened their doors to those
affected.

Without a prayer

“Rather than open their doors to a reel-
ing community, the megachurch hired security
to protect their enormous property, keeping
people out. As a church with powerful global
outreach, Bethel showed the local community
that it wasn’t a major concern to them through
what has been the most devastating disaster
I’ve ever witnessed in my 24 years of growing
up here. On Sunday, they opened their doors
for three services to pray and worship, yet still
no evacuees were allowed shelter.

“On Monday, July 30, they finally opened
their doors as a distribution hub in wake of the
backlash seen by community members won-
dering how an organisation so powerful could
be so absent in relief efforts. Their inaction
defies the main principles of the Bible to help
those in need and give to those less fortunate.
At a moment when the values of the church
could have given hope to families who had lost
everything, they vanished like a mirage.”

“More than 300 miles south,” reports Time
magazine, “the 57,846-acre Ferguson Fire
prompted Yosemite National Park officials to
close the popular Yosemite Valley for the first
time in 20 years — during peak tourism season.”

“Earlier this year,” writes Cassandra
Moseley, associate vice president for research
and research professor at the University of
Oregon, “Congress passed a ‘fire funding fix’
that changes the way in which the federal gov-
ernment will pay for large fires during expen-
sive fire seasons. But it doesn’t affect the
factors that are making fire suppression more
costly, such as climate trends and more people
living in fire prone landscapes.”

Change is real

As fire becomes not the rare incident but
an anticipated annual season, it behooves
American society as a whole to have an honest
conversation about the future. What is causing
climate change, who is responsible, how can
we lower the global climate and diminish the
risks causing wildfires? How must we rethink
where people live, what materials we build
with, and how close to endangered areas? What
alliances and coalitions do we need to bring
about a new understanding of the problems we
face? How significantly do we need to factor
in new demands for labour in the fire-fighting
sector (with adequate compensation and union
representation)?

At present the door to such a conversa-
tion would appear closed in Washington and

The world burns
as global warming crisis exploc

For the sake of life on Earth,
a 180-degree turnaround i
realism, sc

without federal support and coordination there
are limits to how much state and local govern-
ments can achieve.

For the sake of life on Earth, human-
ity needs a 180-degree turnaround in policy,
toward realism, science and truth — or to use a
common business term, “best practices.” The
world cannot wait any longer as the fires of hell
start lapping at our existential survival.

Heaven and hell

People who reject the idea of heaven and
hell sometimes like to say these are but meta-
phors for life here on Earth.

In a well-managed country, our daily exist-
ence could be just about the best that we can
possibly expect from life.

Where systems break down, order and
accountability are forgotten, reason and sci-
ence are ignored, values of human kindness
and environmental protection are discarded as
having no standing in the marketplace — well,
that will before long turn into a hell on Earth,
won’t it?

Wars on several continents, degrada-
tion of nature, acute homelessness, racial and
ethnic strife, healthcare downgraded, authori-
tarian regimes ... and fires. Wildfires. Forests,
animals, homes burning; mudslides and ava-
lanches where hillsides are denuded. People
coughing, suffocating, dying. Everywhere. The
fires of hell right here on Earth.

Even in places you don’t associate with
dry, flammable underbrush — you know, well-
watered areas like Siberia, and green Northern
California.

The warning signs have been known for
years. Virtually 100 percent of scientists agree
that global warming is real. Climate change has

Guardian

been occurring gradually since the Industrial
Revolution — some now say since the emer-
gence of humans — and exponentially in the
20th century with the explosion of population,
coal, gas, fossil fuels, methane.

According to some researchers and theo-
rists we have already passed the point of no
return: Certain species have already been killed
off, and certain lands can never return to their
former state.

You would think that world leaders would
sit up and pay some attention. And indeed, the
Paris Climate Accord of 2015 did mark a his-
toric commitment to recognise climate change
and do something about it: Limit emissions,
burn less fuel, convert to renewable energy,
make industry more responsible stewards of
the planet. That was a hopeful moment. The
last couple of holdout countries finally signed
on to it within the last year.

Politics, religion, business

But here in the USA, politics, business,
religion and capitalism have now had their say.
Backed by the Koch Brothers, major fossil
fuels developers, as well as others in the profit
iiber alles community, the questionably elected
President Trump has withdrawn the United
States from the Paris accord — the only nation
in the world to do so. And he has reoriented
national priorities to the policies of primitive
capital accumulation, the environment, wellbe-
ing and health of the American and the world
population be damned. The rest of the world
will have to carry on as best it can without any
help from the USA.

The Evangelical community, which
voted for Trump in overwhelming numbers,
overlooking the career of perhaps the most
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irresponsible, immoral and unprepared person
ever to vie for the White House, apparently
believes that God prefers Trump as the Great
Helmsman of capitalism and national redemp-
tion. Is it the prosperity gospel at work — the
theology that says the wealthy are manifestly
the most divinely favoured? Or is it the cyni-
cal belief that the Earth truly is going to hell,
the sooner the better, so that the good people
(among whom inexplicably they include them-
selves) will be saved in the Rapture?

It’s a stinking swamp of money, power,
self-interest, military ambition, greed, pride,
delusion and hubris — the very definition of
the Cabinet Donald Trump has assembled for
himself. It may not be long before firefighting
will be outsourced to private enterprise (the
American way!) since, you know, government
is so bureaucratic and inefficient! We may
soon see another demonstration of the Shock
Doctrine coming to a local fire house near you.

In fact, the US Forest Service currently
commits more than half its annual budget
to fire-fighting, and has already started con-
tracting some of that work to private-sector
contractors.

Is it any wonder that in such an administra-
tion, yet another week has gone by without the
appointment of an official White House science
adviser? There is simply no one in the adminis-
tration who is offering clear, objective counsel
on climate change or anything else.

Just another critical reason masses of
people must turn out to the polls this November
to turn out of office the climate deniers and
their allies who have hijacked not just our gov-
ernment but common sense itself.

People’s World &
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The MARX MEMORIAL LIBRARY explains
how in a socialist society, decent
housing would be seen as a right, not a
commodity.

BRITAIN: Housing today, especially in
Britain, emphasises the contradiction
between the basic need of the many for
somewhere to live and the unnatural
bloated wealth of the few. Homes have
become a key part of our commodified
economy.

Big business is reliant on the housing
market for growth, millions of people live in
inadequate, insecure and, for some, dangerous
homes and nearly 5,000 people sleep rough
every night on our streets. Meanwhile those
with “capital” buy property as an investment
device or tax dodge and often leave it empty.

Some of the council estates built after
World War I as well as after World War II were
superior not just to the slums they replaced
but also to much speculative “working-class”
housing built more recently, though then, as
now, residents are distanced from engagement
in the process of construction and design.

Rooms are often too small and construction
can be shoddy, sometimes lethal. Construction
is often more to do with the ease of production,
at the lowest cost and yielding the highest prof-
its, than with the needs of people.

Design is frequently more about appear-
ance than practical living or community func-
tioning, let alone green concerns.

Many estates are alienated from the natural
world by the casual disregard for wildlife and
green space, where the sun sets, the prevail-
ing winds.

Every new brownfield site becomes a
vehicle for speculation. Urban sprawl is offset
against the isolation of rural communities.
Housing estates often lack vital community
provision except a pub, if you’re lucky, and an
off-licence where the kids hang out.

Humans are alienated from their homes,
from society and from each other. We become
alienated from other people when private
estates demand walls against social housing,
when mixed estates have “poor doors” or when
architects plan roads so that some housing is in
cul-de-sacs and others become rat runs.

We become alienated from ourselves if we
are wealthy and demand fortified boundaries,
lights, alarms and a no-man’s land between
ourselves and others. In 1845, in his The
Condition of the Working Class in England
Friedrich Engels drew attention to the appall-
ing living conditions for workers that accom-
panied the mid-century boom in industrial
capitalism.

A decade or so later the same problems had
spread to towns in Germany and elsewhere in
Europe and in 1872 Engels published the first
of a series of articles, entitled The Housing
Question.

He argued that an ongoing crisis in hous-
ing was inherent in capitalism and that “it is
not that the solution of the housing question
simultaneously solves the social question but
that only by the solution of the social question,
that is, by the abolition of the capitalist mode
of production, is the solution of the housing
question made possible.”

He attacked those who put the blame for
bad housing on workers themselves, who saw
the solution as individual “self-help” if workers
could be persuaded to save for a home.

In particular Engels rejected the “British”
model of building societies and private devel-
opment as a solution to the problem of inad-
equate housing. He argued that buying houses
on credit through mortgages was relevant only
to those who already enjoyed financial security.

“These building societies are not workers’
societies, nor is it their main aim to provide
workers with their own houses. On the con-
trary, we shall see that this happens only very
exceptionally.”

Using the example of the Birkbeck — one
of the biggest building societies at the time —
he argued that the bigger societies in particu-
lar may be “sometimes formed under political
or philanthropic pretexts, but in the end their
chief aim is always to provide a more profit-
able mortgage investment for the savings of
the petty bourgeoisie, at a good rate of interest
and the prospect of dividends from speculation
in real estate.”

The subsequent history of housing in
Britain would seem to bear Engels’s predic-
tions out. Building societies were one of the
main agencies promoting the sprawl of the sub-
urbs — the Birkbeck alone had some 35 estates
in London — but the problem of homelessness
and poor housing is still with us.

In a socialist society, decent housing would
be seen as a right. The home would be less of
a commodity. We would see unused big houses
subdivided sensitively into decent flats, with a
range of bedroom options from one to many.

Rents would be controlled, set at a suitable
recognised proportion of income and ensuring
adherence to rights and responsibilities on both
sides. Buying a home would be within a regu-
lated market and local authority housing provi-
sion would be reinvigorated.

Released from the constraints of profit,
housing could become the basis for a revival
of local communities in democratically man-
aged living spaces, including the popular
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management of communal local services such
as creches, a local lending library, community
hall and sports centre. We could easily begin to
imagine a less commodified society.

Even within capitalism progress is possi-
ble. Labour’s manifesto commitment involves
provision of over a million new homes, includ-
ing at least 100,000 council and housing asso-
ciation homes a year for genuinely affordable
rent or sale.

While brownfield sites would be priori-
tised, urban green space would be safeguarded
and could be expanded, the Green Belt pro-
tected and a new generation of “new towns”
would avoid urban sprawl.

Building standards for new-build and retro-
fitting of insulation and other energy-efficient
steps would help reduce energy bills, reduce
preventable winter deaths and contribute to cli-
mate change targets.

Local and national public-sector direct
labour construction bodies could challenge the
building companies and property speculators’
monopoly control of housing, along with their
obscene profits and fat-cat pay. All would be
part of a “joined-up industrial and skills strat-
egy” to ensure a more vibrant construction
sector with a skilled workforce and rights at
work.

Local plans would address the need for
older people’s housing, “starter homes” for
first-time buyers and the need for commu-
nity facilities. Leaseholder protection would
include regulation of “ground rents” and other
charges. And rent controls and secure tenancies
would make the rented sector more about pro-
vision of decent homes then maximising profit.

Some of these proposals are contained in
the Labour Party’s green paper “Housing for
the Many Not the Few”, Labour’s updated
long-term plan for a level of new affordable
housebuilding proposes to link this to local
income and scrap market-based approaches.

“Right to buy” and enforced sales of social
housing will end. The system will be trans-
formed with a new duty to deliver affordable
homes and an English sovereign land trust
would make more land available more cheaply,
ending a “viability” loophole that lets develop-
ers dodge their contribution to more affordable
homes.

Implementing these policies would be a
major challenge for a future Labour govern-
ment and would be bitterly resisted by the rep-
resentatives of capital.

In the meantime it is clear that, as Engels
said, more than a century-and-a-half ago,
unregulated capitalism is incapable of solving
the housing crisis.

Morning Star &
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WASHINGTON: Amalgamated Transit
Union Local 689, the biggest union among
the Washington Metro system’s bus and
subway workers, has blown the whistle on
— and stopped — a scheme to provide three
separate Metro subway cars for the white
supremacists and racists descending on the
city on August 12.

But that still leaves the question open of
whether the white supremacists will get police
protection for their “Unite The Right 2" cru-
sade of hate to Lafayette Square, in front of
the White House, the residence of one of their
leading supporters President Donald Trump.

The racists planned the rally, and got a
permit for it from the US Park Police, part
of Trump’s Interior Department, to mark the
“anniversary” of their murderous march last
year in Charlottesville, Virginia. There, one
racist used his speeding car as a weapon
against counter-protesters, mowing them down.

That racist, now being held without bond
on second-degree murder charges, killed
peaceful counter-protester Heather Heyer and
injured dozens more. The racists plan another
rally in Charlottesville this coming weekend.

To keep the peace, allegedly, between the
racists and counter-protesters on August 12,
Metro Board Chairman Jack Evans, the city’s
longest-serving city council member, suggested
a plan for separate Metro cars for the racists,
to keep the two groups apart on the subway
system.

ATU Local 689, which is 80 percent
African-American, found out about Evans’ pro-
posal, leaked it and blasted it. Uproar ensued.
Evans retreated. “Metro will not be providing
a special train or special car for anyone next
Sunday,” he said.

“Local 689 is proud to provide transit to
everyone for the many events we have in DC
including the March [for] Life, the Women’s
March and Black Lives Matter,” President
Jackie Jeter said in a statement. “We draw the
line at giving special accommodation to hate
groups and hate speech,” added Jeter, who is
also president of the Metropolitan Washington
Central Labour Council.

Jeter also noted federal courts recently
approved the Metro board’s decision to ban
controversial — in other words, political — ads
on the buses and in the subway. Business ads
pushing conservative ideas, however, have
blossomed recently in Metro stations.

White nationalists, neo-Nazis and members of the “alt-right” clash with counter-protesters during the “Unite the Right” rally in Charlottesville, Virginia,

August 2017. (Photo: Chip Somodevilla)

“Considering the courts granted Metro
the ability to deny ads on buses and trains that
are ‘issue-oriented,” we find it hypocritical for
[Metro General Manager Paul Wiedefeld] to
make these unprecedented special accommoda-
tions for a hate group,” Jeter said.

“More than 80 percent of Local 689’s
membership are people of colour, the very
people the Ku Klux Klan and other white
nationalist groups have killed, harassed and
violated. The union has declared it will not
play a role in their special accommodation,”
the local said in an official statement.

“Thank you @ATULocal689!!!” Teachers
(AFT) President Randi Weingarten tweeted.
“Much love & solidarity!! Not only did they
block plans to provide special accommoda-
tions for white supremacists coming to DC
this weekend, they’ve given another example
of why we need unions!”

Individual tweeters also lauded Local 689.
But several tweeters questioned why tax dol-
lars must be used — for police — to protect the
racists.

“Hey @wmata [the official name for the
transit agency]: Metro workers, most of whom
are black, should not have to provide spe-
cial accommodations for people rallying for
the segregation, subjugation, and elimination
of black people,” tweeted Todd Brogan, the
Democratic committeeman for DC’s African-
American middle class Ward 4.

“Couldn’t agree more with @
ATULocal689,” tweeted local resident Walter
Deleon. “It is outrageous if my tax dollars go
to state-sponsored protection of a hate group.
#unitetheright protestors should not receive
any special treatment from #WMATA.”

“Thank you @ATULocal689 #1U One
reason we need unions. We need to put a stop

to these hate groups and the assistance they
receive from law enforcement to propel their
message of hate,” added another tweet from
a self-described activist, Emanuel Gonzales.
The retreat on the subway cars still leaves
the question of extra police presence, both on
the subway and in the streets, to prevent a rerun
of Charlottesville. Metro’s police are consult-
ing with Washington police and Virginia State
Police on what to do. The racists are expected
to board the trains in suburban Virginia.
Monica Hopkins, executive director of the
Washington branch of the ACLU, told area
news media she was glad to see transit police
and other police agencies planning for the rally.
“But it is imperative the safety and rights of
communities of colour and those protesting
white supremacists’ message are equally pro-
tected,” she said.
People’s World &

Largest wildfires grow

Irish unity

Wildfires tearing through trees
and brush, rampaging up hillsides
and incinerating neighbourhoods:
The places and names change, but
the devastation is showing signs
of becoming the new normal in
California.

Twin fires in Northern
California being treated as one are
the largest wildfire in state history
and by Tuesday had scorched 1,178
square kilometres — nearly the size
of the city of Los Angeles.

The Mendocino Complex fire
north of San Francisco was still
growing as it broke the record set
eight months ago. In December,
the Thomas Fire killed two people,
burned 440 square miles and
destroyed more than 1,000 build-
ings in Southern California.

The Mendocino Complex,
which is 34 percent contained, has
been less destructive to property
than some of the other wildfires in
the state because it is mostly raging
in remote areas. But officials say it
threatens 11,300 buildings and some
new evacuations were ordered over
the weekend as the flames spread.

Hotter weather attributed to cli-
mate change is drying out vegeta-
tion, creating more intense fires that
spread quickly from rural areas to

city subdivisions, climate and fire
experts say. But they also blame
cities and towns that are expanding
housing into previously undevel-
oped areas.

More than 14,000 firefight-
ers are battling more than a dozen
major blazes throughout California,
state Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection spokesman Scott
McLean said.

“I can remember a couple
of years ago when we saw 10 to
12,000 firefighters in the states of
California, Oregon and Washington
and never the 14,000 we see now,”
he said.

Crews made progress over the
weekend against one of the two
blazes in the Mendocino Complex
with help from water-dropping
aircraft, Cal Fire operations chief
Charlie Blankenheim said in a video
on Facebook.

But the other one is growing
after spreading into the Mendocino
National Forest and then spreading
south to Colusa County.

Meanwhile, a new fire erupted
south of Los Angeles in Orange
County on Monday and quickly
spread through the chaparral-
covered ridges of the Cleveland
National Forest. Campgrounds and

homes in Holy Jim Canyon were
ordered evacuated. The fire sent up
an enormous pillar of smoke and
ash.

Crews also gained ground
against another Northern California
wildfire that has destroyed more
than 1,000 homes in and around the
city of Redding. It was nearly half-
way contained, Cal Fire said. That
wildfire about 360 kilometres north
of San Francisco started more than
two weeks ago by sparks from the
steel wheel of a towed-trailer’s flat
tire. It killed two firefighters and
four residents and displaced more
than 38,000 people.

The fires in Northern California
have created such a haze of
smoke in the Central Valley that
Sacramento County health officials
advised residents to avoid outdoor
activities for the entire week.

Another blaze that ignited
last week in the Sierra Nevada
has damaged a historic Northern
California resort in the Stanislaus
National Forest. The nearly cen-
tury-old Dardanelle Resort has sus-
tained massive structural damage,
though the details were unclear,
the Sacramento Bee newspaper
reported. &

draws nearer

Steve Sweeney

The time is drawing nearer for
Irish unity, Sinn Fein president
Mary Lou McDonald said, with a
border poll “back at the centre of
political discussion.” Speaking at
a major republican commemora-
tion, she told the thousands gath-
ered: “It is not a question of if a
unity referendum will happen but
a question of when.”

McDonald had previously said
that an Irish border poll could not
take place amid Brexit uncertainty.
However, she said there was now
an “urgent need” for dialogue and
called on the Irish government to
prepare for a “new inclusive Ireland,
beyond partition.”

“We are entering a defining
period in Irish political history,” she
said. “Change is coming and it must
be managed, sensitively and imagi-
natively. A process of national rec-
onciliation must be central to any
genuine effort to unite the people of
this island.”

McDonald was attending an
event in Castlewellan to mark the
37th anniversary of the deaths of

10 Irish republican hunger strikers,
including Bobby Sands and Patsy
O’Hara.

She said the 1981 hunger strikes
had been “a pivotal moment in Irish
history,” resisting British efforts
to “criminalise the struggle for a
united Ireland.” Sinn Fein’s leader
hailed their bravery, saying they
had inspired freedom-loving people
across the world. “They died for us,”
she said to applause, adding: “We
will not allow them to be criminal-
ised, ever.”

The future would see “an Ireland
united and at peace with itself. It will
be a successful, prosperous Ireland
of opportunity for all, regardless
of class, colour, religion, gender or
sexual orientation,” she said.

McDonald warned that Northern
Ireland’s Democratic Unionist
Party’s “supply and confidence”
agreement with the British govern-
ment means that Ireland is seen as
“collateral damage” in the Tories’ bid
to remain in power.

“That is why we need a strong
Irish government leading on these
issues,” she said.

Morning Star &
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“Israel is killing the future”

Hamza Abu Eltarabesh

It rarely happened, but when it
did, it proved a fateful decision.

On July 14, Said Naji, 15, unu-
sually declined to accompany his
two friends, Louay Kuhail, 14,
and Amir al-Nimra, 14, to hang
out at popular makeshift park
in the al-Katiba neighbourhood
in the centre of Gaza City to eat
lunch and attend an event at the
adjacent Arts and Crafts Village,
a local exhibition centre that also
runs educational courses.

“When the holiday started, we
would go to the park almost every
day to play football and take selfies
from the top of the building,” Said
told The Electronic Intifada. “When
Louay and Amir went this time I
didn’t have enough money, so I lied
to them and said my dad needed me
at home.”

The three boys were friends from
the Imam al-Shafei Elementary Boys
School as well as neighbours in the
Sabra neighbourhood in southern
Gaza City. They shared everything,
even agreeing to wear the same
colour clothes on some days. The
boys also started a football team in
their area with six players, led by
Louay who used to play with the
Gaza Sports Club.

The friends spoke shortly before
Louay and Amir went to the park. It
was almost exactly four years to the
day since Israel had launched an all-
out attack on Gaza in 2014. And an
echo of those desperate days would
soon arrive.

At around 5:30 pm, five Israeli
missiles slammed into the abandoned
multi-story al-Katiba building — once
envisioned as holding the national
library — in whose yard, children
and families had created a makeshift
park, especially for those hot days
when Gaza’s homes are rarely cooled
by the sporadic and unreliable elec-
tricity supply resulting from Israel’s
siege of the coastal enclave.

The missiles came as part of
the biggest Israeli aggression inside
Gaza since 2014. It is the first time
since that 2014 offensive that Israel
has attacked targets in populated
areas in the middle of Gaza.

The moment he heard of the
bombardment, Said feared the worst.
“When I heard that the bombard-
ment was in the al-Katiba area, I ran
quickly to Louay’s house to tell his
parents that he was there. But when [
got there, there were a lot of families
there. In that moment, I realized that
my friends had been killed.”

Al-Katiba is not far from this
reporter’s house. And the scene

in the immediate aftermath of the
bombing was grim.

What was normally an area for
leisure had turned into a place of
horror. Broken toys were scattered
everywhere, the trees had turned
grey from the dust and debris, two
cars had crashed into each other and
there was broken glass wherever you
stepped.

Women cried, sirens wailed,
children screamed, providing the
soundtrack to tragedy.

Mahmoud Abu Saada, 27, had
been in the park with friends when
the missiles struck. Though the shirt
he was carrying was blood-soaked he
was not injured. He was the first to
find the two dead boys.

“We didn’t know there had been
anyone in the abandoned building.
Then I saw little feet on the third
floor and we ran up there. There
were two children there, in a pool
of blood, some sandwiches next to
them. I took off my shirt to stop their
bleeding until the paramedics came.
Then I took my shirt and left.”

Just moments before the mis-
siles struck, the boys had taken a
selfie on top of the building. It has
been widely shared since. When Said
saw it, he recognized the location
immediately.

“This is where we always went.
We’d eat and look out over Gaza.”

The friends were inseparable and
not just because of football (Said was
the playmaker, Louay a striker and
Amir a defender). They would mem-
orise Quran verses together, follow
the latest trends in fashion and all
liked the Lebanese singer Wael
Jassar. His friends were, said Said,
the funniest in the neighbourhood.

“They always made me laugh.
I don’t know what to do without
them.”

Amir and Louay were not the
first child casualties in July. A day
earlier, Uthman Hillis, 14, had been
killed by an Israeli sniper when he
tried to get close to the Gaza bound-
ary as part of the still ongoing Great
March of Return demonstrations.

The month has become notorious

Lamiat Sabin

would add that I can find no scriptural authority for the
practice in the Koran.”

Boris Johnson was branded a “pound-shop Donald
Trump” last week after saying that Muslim women
wearing burkas “look like letter boxes” or bank
robbers.

The former foreign secretary wrote in the Daily
Telegraph that he did not favour outlawing the wearing
of the face-covering garment in public, saying that a ban
would “give a boost to radicals” and turn the women into
“martyrs.”

Johnson then went on to claim that he should feel
“fully entitled” to ask a constituent to remove her face
covering at his MP surgery and that schools and univer-
sities should also if a “female student turned up looking
like a bank robber.

“If you tell me that the burka is oppressive, then I am
with you,” he also wrote.

“If you say that it is weird and bullying to expect
women to cover their faces, then I totally agree and I

His comments were made in response to the intro-
duction of a burka ban last week in Denmark, follow-
ing in the footsteps of France, Germany, Austria and
Belgium.

A fine was imposed on a woman wearing a nigab in
a shopping centre in the Danish town of Horsholm, after
another woman reportedly tried to tear it off.

Muslim Council of Britain assistant general secretary
Miqdaad Versi accused Johnson of “pandering to the far
right” for political gain.

Tottenham Labour MP David Lammy said: “Our
pound-shop Donald Trump is fanning the flames of
Islamophobia to propel his grubby electoral ambitions.”

Labour MP Jess Phillips said she would report Mr
Johnson to the Equality and Human Rights Commission.

Downing Street confirmed that the government does
not support a ban in this country.

Morning Star &
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for child massacres. During Israel’s
2014 onslaught, July witnessed the
infamous Bakr massacre, when four
boys from the same family were
slain while playing football on the
beach.

On July 28, 2014, 10 children
were killed in a missile strike on the
Beach refugee camp and a 5-year-
old succumbed to wounds he sus-
tained in that attack two days later. It
happened on the first day of the Eid
al-Fitr holiday after Ramadan and
became known as the Eid massacre.

Amir, whose name means
“prince,” was a dutiful son who
only wanted to play football. “I see
him everywhere,” said Maysoon al-
Nimra, 35, his mother. “I see him
playing and laughing around me.”

His father, Muhammad, 42,
who runs his own driving school,
told The Electronic Intifada that he
could always count on Amir. “He
was my right hand at work. He spent
a lot of time with me there. He was
very young but he was a responsible
person and I depended on him.”

i, |

Still, Muhammad added with
a laugh: “Good as he was at work,
when it came to Louay and football,
he always chose them.”

Football was a huge part of
the boys’ world. Louay’s uncle,
Muhammad Saqer, 25, is himself a
defender with Gaza Sports Club, and
was instrumental in encouraging the
boy’s talent.

“He came with me to the club
from when he was 4. He memorised
my training hours, and when he got
older he joined the youth team.”

When he scored, he would imi-
tate the celebration of Ronaldo, the
Portuguese soccer star. It was his
way, Sager said, of showing off and
having fun.

“Israel deprived Gaza of a future
football star,” Louay’s uncle said.
“He was a great defender.”

Maysoon, Amir’s mother, went
further. “Israel is killing the future,
killing our children.”

The Electronic Intifada &
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Land and water
management

I worked in North Western NSW on a sheep
stud from the start of the great drought in
1963. As work became short I worked as
a drover and by the end of 1966 I had to
move to the coast for work. That drought

lasted until the early 1970s. We have suf-
fered many since from 1963 till 2018.

In that time Coalition governments have
been in power 33 years of the 53 years. Many
of these governments made billions of dollars
from mining.

Today’s news is all about mining or the
closure of mines in Queensland and who
should pick up the restoration bill for these
abandoned sites.

Over the last five years the Communist
Party of Australia, Western New South Wales
Branch, has travelled over 5,000 kilometres
finding out about workers’ hardship in rural,
regional areas. On these trips we came across
many mined-out mines which had been sealed
to stop seepage of dioxins into the soil!

We have had many discussions about seal-
ing these areas and laying pipelines from the
Ord River, the Northern Territory and North

Queensland in good wet years. It would be
good land and water management as well as
creating work throughout the country.

CPA Western NSW Branch

Use value

Guardian readers may remember a British
sailor by the name of Tony Bullimore who
was competing in an around-the-world
yachting race some 20 years ago. This man
died recently and the media was full of the
story of his rescue from the very stormy
Southern Ocean.

The Bullimore media accounts leave out
some details that are very relevant today. His
capsized boat was 2,000 kilometres from shore,
the only plane that could go that distance, spot
the boat and return was the PC Orion.

Guardian

Several of these planes had been pur-
chased prior to the Bullimore event by the
RAAF at great expense and flew around the
coast of Australia searching for Soviet and later
Chinese Subs and of course they found none.
We were urged to buy these useless machines
by the US and we complied.

The jolly folks at the RAAF had a great
time constantly flying these machines and
using millions of dollars of fuel. The only
useful thing these expensive aircraft did was in
the search and rescue of Tony Bullimore.

The RAAF continues to waste money on
threats that do not exist and we still do not
question why so much is spent on the RAAF?

Denis Doherty
Sydney

Cul

by
Grah
Harrington

The

anti-fascism
of Georgi

Dimitrov

Georgi Dimitrov led the Communist
International from 1934 to 1943. During
that time, he contributed to the Communist
understanding of fascism, more so than any
other Marxist theorist. Dimitrov outlined
the origins and purpose of fascism as well
as the strategy the Communist movement
had to adopt in order to defeat it.

Dimitrov gave a class analysis of fascism,
defining it as the open terroristic dictatorship
of the most reactionary, most chauvinistic
and most imperialist elements of finance cap-
ital. After the crisis of capitalism that began
in 1929, capitalism faced the dilemma of a
weakened capitalist system coinciding with
a Soviet Union, which was then construct-
ing socialism. The rise of Communist Parties
across the world, especially in advanced indus-
trial countries, with a fighting workers” move-
ment, meant that the capitalist way of ruling
had to adapt in order to survive. The bourgeoi-
sie substituted their state form — from a bour-
geois-democratic to a more open, terroristic
dictatorship to protect capital and crush the
growing workers’ power. Pinochet’s Chile, as
well as the current Venezuelan opposition, can
be said to also fall into this category.

Capitalist dominance could no longer con-
tinue to rule using soft power, and so even
the virtues of liberal capitalism are dispensed
with. Fascism comes to power by appealing to

Georgi Dimitrov showed how in order to defeat Fascism, the Communist Parties must become
more connected with the broad masses of workers and the people.

the anti-establishment instincts of the people,
although directing their anger into conven-
ient scapegoats. In Germany this was Jews,
while modern fascist movements use Muslims
as their scapegoat. The bourgeois-democratic
state makes a political choice to undermine
democracy, and in an attempt to take some of
the support away from the fascist movements,
adopts some of their positions. The result is in
fact not the fascists becoming irrelevant, but
rather their demands becoming state policy.

Dimitrov showed how in order to defeat
Fascism, the Communist Parties must become
more connected with the broad masses of
workers and the people. Rather than ignor-
ing the peoples’ concerns, Communists have
to understand them and work with the people
towards solving them.

If the left does not do that, then the far-
right will step into the void. Nowhere is this
more evident today than on the European
Union. Many sections of the left and work-
ers’ movement have made a political choice
to ignore the nature of the EU, leaving the
far-right to enjoy support from working-class
people for their opposition to it.

Of course, the far-right do not oppose the
EU from the position of national democracy or
sovereignty, but rather for narrow nationalist
and indeed racist reasons. In order for the Left
to combat the growing rise of fascist forces

across Europe, the left has to reconnect with
its base and provide an alternative deserving
of working-class support, not the crude inter-
nationalism which leads some in the workers’
movement to support entities like the EU, or
idealist ultra-left positions such as calling for
open borders as a knee-jerk response.

Dimitrov wrote that “national forms of
the proletarian class struggle and of the labour
movement in the individual countries are in no
contradiction to proletarian internationalism;
on the contrary, it is precisely in these forms
that the international interests of the proletariat
can be successfully defended.”

The Communist International, under the
leadership of Dimitrov, proposed the policy of
the united front to combat fascism. This was
a policy of uniting all anti-fascist forces into
one movement, not just working class forces,
but women and youth, as well as sections of
the petit-bourgeoisie. This included the radi-
cal sections of social democracy, who under-
stood that the policy of class-collaboration or
struggling for a better capitalism was no way
to defeat fascism.

The united front was not, it should be said,
intended to struggle for socialism, it’s objec-
tive was to defeat fascism, even if the work-
ing class and other strata were not prepared
for the struggle for socialism, they could be
convinced to defend their interests in the

democratic struggle. It should be pointed out
some Communists in the post-war environ-
ment, especially in Western Europe, adopted
this policy as a means of struggling for social-
ism, abandoning revolutionary strategy.

One of Dimitrov’s most astute observa-
tions was on how to defeat fascism in coun-
tries where the fascists had come into power.
He explained that Communists must in fact not
boycott the mass organisations of fascist power,
such as the state-controlled trade unions, but
rather must seek to win influence in these mass
organisations and act as a Trojan horse and
undermine the fascist system from within.

By and large, the policy of the united front
worked. After the Soviet victory over fascism
in 1945, Communists had emerged as major
political actors in countries where fascism
was routed. The emergence of the People’s
Democracies in the late *40s was a result of
Communists building alliances with the radical
sections of the democratic movement — helped
in no small part by the presence of the Red
Army in these countries. Dimitrov reminds us
of Lenin calling upon us to focus all our atten-
tion on “searching out forms of transition or
approach to the proletarian revolution.”

Dimitrov would go on to become the first
leader of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria in
1946, and he died three years later.

Socialist Voice &
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The Escape

Moviegoers who best recall Gemma
Arterton decorating 007’s Quantum of
Solace are in for a stunning surprise here
watching her award-worthy portrait of
comfortably off suburban wife and mother
Tara who, despite seemingly to have it all,
craves a different life.

Finally, rebelling against routine life of
regular sex with hard-working husband Mark
(Dominic Cooper), tending to their two young
children and running their household, the
increasingly unhappy Tara buys a one-way
ticket to Paris to find a new life.

In synopsis, The Escape may resemble ripe
technicolour Hollywood decorated with fre-
quent sex scenes and, in Paris, attractive loca-
tion shots.

But It’s not.

The Escape escapes cliché and delivers a
memorable emotional punch.

Arterton’s excruciatingly truthful per-
formance creates an unforgettable character
— all the more impressive due to the fact that
writer-director Dominic Savage relied, abso-
lutely rightly as it turned out, on improvisa-
tion and genuine locations rather than studio
sets — whose behaviour convinces throughout
the narrative.

Dominic Cooper too is memorable, creat-
ing a husband who, while increasingly realis-
ing he is out of his emotional depth as his life
crumbles, tries hard to figure out what is hap-
pening to him but fails.

The Escape is not an easy watch. But it’s
enthralling.

Alan Frank

Ant-Man and
The Wasp

After the emotional roller-coaster ride that
was Avengers: Infinity War comes a wel-
come respite in the more light-hearted and
fun-loving action-packed Ant-Man sequel
which puts Evangeline Lilly’s The Wasp in
the driving seat.

While the Avengers were busy trying to
defeat Thanos, Ant-Man (Paul Rudd who also
has a writing credit) was under house arrest
for breaking the Sokovia Accords in Captain
America: Civil War and balancing being a
parent with being a super hero.

Duping the authorities he assists Hope
van Dyne/the Wasp (Lilly) and her father Dr
Hank Pym (Michael Douglas) on their mission
to find and rescue Hope’s mother (Michelle
Pfeiffer) from the quantum realm.

With even more ramped-up humour, ingen-
ious sizeist visual gags — shrunken car chases,
a giant Pez doubling up as a weapon — and
driven by Rudd and Lilly’s effortless charm
and charisma, this proves a joyously entertain-
ing superhero film. It also features Stan Lee’s
third cameo this year in a Marvel film and his
most memorable to date.

August 15, 2018
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Teen Titans Go! To the Movies.

However, it is vital you stay for the first
end credits scene which takes this sequel to a
whole new mind-blowing level.

Maria Duarte

Damascus Cover

Set in 1989 just after the fall of the Berlin
Wall, an Israeli agent, haunted by the death
of his son, is sent under cover to Syria to
smuggle a chemical weapons scientist out
of the country in this bleak but slick and
stylishly shot spy thriller.

Jonathan Rhys Meyers plays the troubled
and enigmatic Israeli spy Ari Ben-Sion who
becomes distracted by an US photo journalist
(Olivia Thirlby) as his mission implodes and
becomes a fight for survival.

Based on Howard Kaplan’s novel of the
same name, everyone is hunting for the deep
cover agent code named The Angel who
is giving Syrian government secrets to the
Israelis.

Packed with relentless twists and turns,
which aren’t that difficult to figure out, but
without making judgements or taking sides in
the ensuing political conflict, this drama analy-
ses how enemy governments would secretly
collude and help each other out when it is in
both their interests.

Plus it features John Hurt’s final film

performance as Ari’s spy boss Miki and it is
worth seeing just for him.

MD

The Apparition

Don’t be fooled by the title.

Director Xavier Giannulli’s riveting drama
is, mercifully, not simply yet one more
weekly shockfilm movie destined for late
night television.

Instead we follow French journalist
Jacques Mayano — an award-worthy perform-
ance by Vincent Lindon — who, injured as a
war correspondent when his photographer is
killed, accepts an offer from the Vatican to join
a commission of enquiry into the case of young
novice Anna (Galatéa Bellugi) who claims
to have been visited by the Virgin Mary in a
remote village in rural France.

Selected for his agnosticism, Mayano finds
himself being drawn into a religious universe
that slowly tests his beliefs and involves him
in a strange situation as challenging as any he
suffered as a war correspondent.

The narrative is constantly compelling
despite its length, which you only realise after
the film ends, thanks to a gripping storyline and
picture-perfect performances.

AF

Teen Titans Go!
To the Movies

The eponymous animated young superhe-
roes spring from TV in a wild, wacky, often
unexpectedly witty big screen extravaganza
that sees them causing continuous comic
chaos as, jealous that all adult superheroes
have their own movies, they seek a director
to bring their own movie to the cinema.

Led by their leader Robin, they kick off by
invading a Batman movie premiere and decid-
ing to go after its director, raising low, loud
laughs along the way while having to contend
with giant evil supervillain Slade.

Tinsel Town comes in for a bashing too, as
do Warner Brothers’ Hollywood Studios where
much of the daffy action takes place while
“adult” superheroes like Batman, Superman
and — embarrassingly for him — the rightly for-
gotten celluloid hero Green Lantern are splen-
didly sent up.

Best of all, egregious Marvel superheroes
creator Stan Lee is sent up something rotten!
Kids will have a ball, parents should have fun
too.

AF
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I Come And Stand At Every Door

Originally a poem by the great Turkish poet Nazim Hikmet and translated into English by Jeannette Turner.
Here Gabriel Rosenstock translates into Gaelic Pete Seeger’s version of this great anti-war song (tinyurl.com/pnyykae).
Socialist Voice — Communist Party of Ireland

Im’ sheasamh ar gach tairseach bim

I Come And Stand At Every Door

Im’ sheasamh ar gach tairseach bim
Ni chloistear dfach mo choiscéim

An cnag ni chloiseann éinne fos
Mar ‘is marbh mé, is marbh mé.

Seacht mbliana 6 shin a cailleadh mé
In Hiroshima fad-fado

Seacht mbliana fs atdim anois

Ni fhdsann marbhdn nios mo.

Barrdhédh mo ghruaig le losair bhui
Is tdimse anois gan radharc na sil

Dusta anois mo chndmha bdn’ i,
A scuabadh ag an ngaoth aduaidh ;?ﬁ;ﬁ%’%‘&

Nil torthai uaim, nd grdinne ris’
Nil milsedn uaim nd fid ardn
Nil rud ar bith ag teastdil vaim
Im" mharbhdn, im" mharbhdn 25§
# hﬁ- !
Nil vaim anois — sé seo mo ghui —
Ach siochdin i gcroi gach n-aon,
Is lig do phdisti uil' an domhain
Bheith ldnststa leis an saol. &= L1
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| come and stand at every door
But no one hears my silent fread
| knock and yet remain unseen
For | am dead, for | am dead.

I'm only seven although | died

In Hiroshima long ago

I'm seven now as | was then

When children die they do not grow.

My hair was scorched by swirling flame
My eyes grew dim, my eyes grew blind
Death came and turned my bones to dust
And that was scattered by the wind.

| need no fruit, | need no rice

| need no sweet, nor even bread
| ask for nothing for myself

For | am dead, for | am dead.

SRR
All that | ask is that for peace
You fight today, you fight today
So that the children of this world
May live and grow and laugh and play.
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Communist Parly of Australia

WWwWw.cpa.org.au cpa@cpa.org.au
*
* ,* General Secretary Adelaide Elias Alevizos emil: sa@cpa.org.au phone: 0405 020 614
* * Bob Briton posial: PO Box 612, Port Adelaide BC, SA 5015 ueb: adelaidecommunists.org

enal: gensec@cpa.org.au

Party President
Vinnie Molina
emal: president@cpa.org.au

Brisbane phone: 0499 476 540 emll: bris@cpa.org.au posil: PO Box 6012,
Manly, Qld 4179

Canberra emil: act@cpa.org.au
Darwin Vinnie Molina phone: 0419 812 872 email: darwin@cpa.org.au

Melbourne Andrew Irving eml: cpavic@cpa.org.au phoe: 03 9639 1550
postal: Box 3 Trades Hall, Lygon St, Carlton Sth Vic 3053

Newecastle cnil: newcastle@cpa.org.au

Head Office (Sydney)
wsio: 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010
phone: 02 9699 8844 1. 02 2699 9833 cuil: info@cpo.org.cu

Perth Vinnie Molina emal: perth@cpa.org.au phone: 0419 812 872
postal: PO Box 98, North Perth, WA 6906

Western NSW Allan Hamilton emil: western.nsw@cpa.org.au
postil: 121 McKay St, Cootamundra, NSW 2590

Sydney enil: sydney@cpa.org.au phone: 02 9699 8844
posicl: 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010

Tasmania Bob Briton emi: tas@cpa.org.au phone: 0418 894 366

Youth eniil: youth@cpa.org.au phone: 02 9699 8844
postal: 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010




