
Bob Briton

Racism – you’re soaking in it. From the 
weeks leading up to the 2001 federal elec-
tions and the interception of the MV Tampa 
under the government of John Howard car-
rying desperate refugees, Australians have 
been subjected to a campaign of intensifi ed 
racism. A crescendo was reached prior to 
the recent “Super Saturday” round of by-
elections with conservative candidates play-
ing the race card including fear-mongering 
around the activities of “African gangs”. 
The ploy failed but the atmosphere of 
heightened tensions remains. And Australia 
is not the only country seeing this spike in 
ugly racism fanned by government and the 
all-too-willing media.

A central figure in the latest drive to 
divide people is Peter Dutton, Minister for 
Immigration and Border Protection and head 
of the mega-controlling Department of Home 
Affairs. He has hammered the alleged prob-
lem of African gangs. Against all the evidence, 
Dutton maintains that Melbourne residents are 
now scared to venture out to restaurants for 
fear of attack by Sudanese youths.

“There is a major law and order problem 
in Victoria and more people are going to be 
hurt until the rule of law is enforced by the 
Victorian government,” he told the media.

“We don’t have these problems with 
Sudanese gangs in NSW or Queensland.”

Prime Minister Turnbull, who usually tries 
to appear urbane and liberal on these issues, 
has fallen in behind the campaign of vilifi ca-
tion. “There is real concern about Sudanese 
gangs,” he said last month. “We are able to be 
very picky about who comes to Australia as 
permanent migrants. And that’s our right, it’s 
our country.” The views echoed the notorious 
dog whistle used by then Prime Minister John 
Howard in his 2001 election campaign launch 
speech. “But we will decide who comes to this 
country and the circumstances in which they 
come.”

Dutton, Turnbull and the rest of the team 
playing the race card are immune to facts. 
Sudanese-born Victorians are responsible for 
only one percent of crime in that state while 84 
percent of misdemeanours country-wide were 
perpetrated by people born in Australia.

Meanwhile, undeservedly negative stere-
otypes are driving policy. The federal govern-
ment is set to cut payments to asylum seekers. 
Benefi ts under status resolution support serv-
ices currently stand at 89 percent of the mis-
erable Newstart allowance. The tightening of 
criteria has led to a 46 percent reduction in 
approvals to migrants to bring their husbands 
and wives to Australia. Migrant intake is down.

Federal Treasurer Scott Morrison has been 
pandering to a perceived anti-immigrant senti-
ment in discussion of migrant intake levels. “I 
was one of the advocates of having it as a cap, 
not a target,” he said recently in reference to 

the 190,000 fi gure seen previously as a goal. 
Numbers actually fell to 162,000 permanent 
arrivals last year but, again, facts don’t serve 
the reactionary agenda. Labor has succumbed 
to pressure on this issue.

While this racially-charged campaign is 
being waged, refugees continue to suffer in 
illegal offshore detention, Aboriginal prisoners 
die in detention at the highest level in Australia 
in relative terms and communities are exposed 
to a wave of abuse and vilifi cation.

Extreme goes mainstream
Institutional racism is as old as European 

settlement but open racism used to live at 
the political margin. Not any more. Pauline 
Hanson was paid for her appearances on 
Channel 7’s Sunrise program until their man-
agement camps fell out. News Corp column-
ist Andrew Bolt sank to new lows recently 
with a highly controversial piece in the Daily 
Telegraph about a “tidal wave” of non-English-
speaking immigrants.

Sky News decided to invite Blair Cottrell 
of the so-called United Patriots Front as a guest 
of former Northern Territory Chief Minister 
Adam Giles for a studio interview. Cottrell is 
an open admirer of Adolf Hitler and his group 
has a history of violence towards minorities 
and anti-racist protestors. Sky later distanced 
itself from the decision, admitting that it was 
“wrong” to have Cottrell on the program.

The Australian government gave the 
green light to a tour by provocative anti-Islam 
“campaigner” Lauren Southern and side-kick 
Stefan Molyneux. Southern spoke at a $700 a 
ticket dinner and used her spare time to visit 
Lakemba where she wanted to engage with the 
Muslim residents about their religion. She said 

in a widely-circulated YouTube piece about the 
visit to claim that the area is a “no go zone”, 
“occupied land” subject to “Sharia law” after 
she was instructed by a high-ranking police 
offi cer not to incite a breach of the peace.

The scenes associated with Southern’s tour 
were totally predictable. The British govern-
ment had already refused entry to the attention-
seeking alt-right fi gure. Australia previously 
put out the welcome mat to another self-pro-
moting defender of Western civilisation, Milo 
Yiannopoulos. Intolerance of diversity and 
encouragement of division is the government’s 
clear guiding principle in these decisions. 
Meanwhile, abuse of minorities in Australia 
continues to rise.

Not isolated – 
international context

The attacks on multi-culturalism and the 
fanning of hatred is not limited to Australia. 
The election of President Trump in the US is 
an indication of how desperate the capitalist 
ruling class is to keep attention away from the 
deepening global economic crisis. His talk of 
a wall, the insistence that “illegal immigrants” 
are not humans, the keeping of children in 
cages, threats to halt immigration from pre-
dominantly Muslim countries and other out-
rages have shocked many.

Unfortunately, there is an electorate for 
racism among the more ignorant of the pop-
ulation suffering neglect as the US economy 
turns down. In the UK, the campaign around 
the European Union Brexit vote unleashed a 
wave of xenophobia focussed on migration 
levels, swamping a rational campaign against 
the anti-worker, fi nance capital-dominated EU.

Founder of the racist English Defence 
League, Tommy Robinson, became the centre 
of a sizable but misguided free speech cam-
paign lately when he was imprisoned briefl y 
for contempt of court. This resulted from his 
attempt to fi lm defendants during a rape trial 
in Canterbury.

Meanwhile, far-right political candidates 
in Europe and elsewhere are gaining ground. 
They claim that they are the targets of a grow-
ing police state and lack of respect for “free 
speech”. The truth is quite the opposite.

Repression
The reality is that offi cial repression and 

intolerance is being directed at migrants, refu-
gees from mostly US-led wars of aggression, 
and the international working-class movement. 
In Australia this is seen in the ratchetting up of 
anti-union legislation, curtailment of the right 
to protest and the go-ahead for the use of the 
military against the people seeking to halt the 
drift to a fascist-style state.

The left has not yet got traction for the 
alternative to this hate-fi lled agenda. The anti-
dote to the toxic right message is international-
ism and socialism – a non-exploitative society 
where working people are not set against one 
another to preserve capitalist class privilege. 
The greatest unity possible must be forged to 
fi ght the onslaught of the right and leadership 
from the Communist Party is key. Resources 
are limited compared to those of our enemies 
and our only hope is the mobilisation of masses 
of people against the right-wing agenda that 
threatens the whole planet with a new dark age.
Bob Briton is the General Secretary of the 
Communist Party of Australia 
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“Drought relief: The dos and don’ts of helping Australian farm-
ers”, “Farmers on crippling drought offered federal cash relief”, 
“Drought stricken farmers to receive $12k cash gift”: just a few 
of the headlines refl ecting the dire straits of Australian farmers 
and the climate-change-denying federal government adding to the 
growing catastrophe that is climate change.

To top it off there are the voracious mining companies in pursuit 
of fossil fuels that lie beneath the ground of farmlands, a pursuit 
that threatens food sustainability and the viability of farming 
around the country.

Farmer and community activist group Lock the Gate Alliance 
says transnational miner Santos is exploiting a loophole to obtain 
gas from the Pilliga Forest, near Narrabri in north-west NSW, 
and burn it in its nearby gas-fi red power station without having 
to pay royalties to the NSW government. Santos does not currently 
hold a CSG production permit and has instead using gas drilling 
in exploration and assessment areas to produce gas and pipe it to 
the nearby Wilga Park power station which it owns.

Santos obtained approval last week to expand the number of 
exploratory gas wells that feed the power station, thus increasing 
its access to royalty-free gas. Georgina Woods from Lock the Gate 
Alliance said the NSW government is basically giving Santos free 
gas worth millions of dollars as it pursues gas production by stealth 
in the Pilliga Forest.

Santos also claim its expansion in CSG wells would be envi-
ronmentally benefi cial, because methane gas would be burnt in its 
power station rather than being fl ared at the gas wells but Lock 
the Gate said the company has not provided an environmental 
assessment that justifi es this claim.

Farmers and city-dwellers opposed to mining of coal seam gas 
are bringing major challenges to CSG mining companies and their 
destructive pursuit of mining profi ts.

The communities are concerned that drilling will affect surface 
water and aquifers. A local resident commented: “... drilling is 
bringing saline water to the surface only hundreds of metres from 
our fl ood plains and our aquifer structures”.

The farmers’ campaigns to safeguard water and food production 
deserve the highest praise. Averaged over 100 years, the effect of 
methane as a greenhouse gas is at least 23 times as damaging as 
carbon dioxide. However, its impact is much greater within the 
fi rst 15 years after emission – and emissions must decrease over 
the next 15 years if we’re to avoid catastrophic climate change 
tipping points.

The NSW Coalition government’s approval to expand coal 
mining in the greater Sydney catchment area, without even wait-
ing for the independent panel report – Sydney’s Drinking Water 
Catchment report – adds to the blatant disregard of informed 
and expert advice about the severe impacts of longwall mining.

An indication of the sway and infl uence mining companies have 
over governments in Australia is that internationally it is rare 
among the world’s major cities to permit mining in its catchment, 
with evidence that subsidence caused by mining has already reached 
the surface, draining rare upland swamps, and diverting water 
from key reservoirs.

These are the major reasons why the campaigns being mounted 
by farmers and community groups in opposing coal seam gas min-
ing are so important. They’re taking on the dominant sector of big 
capital and dealing with the existential issue of climate change, and 
in the long run they appear certain to win. It is just a question of 
time – but then, that’s the biggest question of all.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
The brothers of the military orders are ordained 
to defend Christ’s church with the material sword, 
especially against those that are outside it.

Jacques de Vitry (early 13th century)
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PRESS FUND
Recent allegations of harassment by a Green’s MP were followed 
by revelations that the Party’s rules are inadequate to deal with 
the situation. Although as yet unproven, the allegations remind all 
parties and organisations that it doesn’t matter how many worthy 
causes they support, their behaviour code must be centred around 
truth, human rights and justice, and that principle must be applied 
without fear or favour for the benefit of the accused and the victim. 
There are no exceptions, and no organisation should kid itself that 
abusive behaviour couldn’t happen within its own ranks. We intend 
to follow this case, but we need your help, so please send in a Press 
Fund contribution for the next edition if you can. Many thanks to 
this week’s supporters, as follows:
Dr G Dittura $10, R Ellis $20, Max Hunt $50, KM $20, MM $10, 
“Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $15
This week’s total: $130 Progressive total: $5,780

Miners’ free-for-all
Solidarity with 
the Bolivarian 
Revolution
Last Sunday morning in Australia the news came 
through that there had been a failed attempt against 
the life of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro 
while he was addressing a military parade to com-
memorate the 81st anniversary of the Bolivarian 
National Guard.

On Saturday August 4 during his address to the mili-
tary parade on Bolivar’s Avenue in Caracas, Venezuela, 
a number of drone attacks injured at least seven military 
personnel. The intended target was the democratically 
elected President of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
Nicolas Maduro.

We condemn this terrorist attack against President 
Maduro and all right-wing regime change activities. The 
internal and external perpetrators of these acts must be 
brought to justice.

President Maduro and his government, recently re-
elected by a majority vote, are in the process of imple-
menting policies for the economic recovery of the 
country. This is against a backdrop of the brutal eco-
nomic blockade led by the US that prevents the purchase 
of basic food and medicines.

Scarcities are affecting workers and the poor in gen-
eral but this did not stop them from endorsing the path 
for peace the Maduro government is on. The government 
must now fi nd a way to fi ght an economic and political 
war to deepen the Bolivarian Revolution and move it 
forward.

The Communist Party of Australia condemns these 
attacks and expresses its solidarity with President Nicolas 
Maduro, his family and the Bolivarian people who fi ght 
in defence of their revolution. 
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Cuba Solidarity
65th anniversary of the Moncada attacks in Santiago de Cuba!

Vinnie Molina

On Saturday July 28 the 
Australia-Cuba Friendship 
Society, ACFS WA Branch, cel-
ebrated the 65th anniversary 
of the attacks on the Moncada 
and Carlos Manuel de Cespedes 
Garrisons. The attacks led by 
Fidel Castro on July 26, 1953 saw 
a group of young Cuban patriots 
captured, tortured and killed by 
the Bastista dictatorship.

Fidel and a small group of his 
comrades were tried and sentenced 

to 15 years. Popular protests 
demanding their release brought 
them to freedom in 1955, fl eeing to 
Mexico.

The July 26th attack on the 
Moncada failed but it is considered 
the spark of the Cuban revolution 
that triumphed on January 1, 1959.

A full house of supporters at the 
Hellenic Club of WA danced the 
night away and listened to passion-
ate speeches about the socialist rev-
olution which had taken place only 
90 miles away from Miami.

Speakers at the ACFS function 

called for an end of the inhumane 
US blockade on Cuba that affects 
the entire people of Cuba, prevent-
ing them from buying essential food 
and medicines.

All proceeds from the event 
will go to the ACFS WA project in 
Last Tunas, Cuba, to improve the 
research facilities for children with 
allergies.

Long live the 65th anniversary 
of the Moncada! 

Taking issue – Richard Titelius

Argentina’s new US base
It is of interest that the US 
seeks to permit the construc-
tion of at least one US military 
base in Argentina, in this case in 
Neuquen province in the south-
ern Patagonian region. The arti-
cle (Guardian August 1) which 
was originally published in the 
People’s World states that the pur-
pose is to help defend Argentina’s 
oil and shale resources in that 
part of the country.

The local people are not keen 
to have an imperialist Yanqui base 
in the country which they see as 
an affront to their sovereignty as 
we do here in Australia with Pine 
Gap, a US army base in Darwin and 

the Kojarena tracking station near 
Geraldton in WA. As a consequence, 
they have formed a social movement 
to protest the proposal for the base 
which is supported by their sell-out 
President Macri.

However, what the article misses 
entirely is that less than 50 kilome-
tres away from the proposed mili-
tary base at Vaca Muerte (Dead 
Cow) near Bajada de Agrio-also in 
Neuquen province is also the home 
of the new Chinese satellite tracking 
station which was given approval 
by the previous government of 
President Kirchner in 2009.

The Chinese government has a 
project to study the dark side of the 

moon and needed a location on the 
other side of the world to facilitate 
communications for this purpose. 
However, curiously, a New York 
Times article which dwelt on China’s 
growing interest in Latin America, 
did not mention the proposal for the 
construction of the new military base 
in the same province.

It will be interesting to see how 
two rival imperialist powers can 
accommodate each other’s interests 
in a country which under their cur-
rent President Macri is facing fi nan-
cial collapse and thus open to the 
IMF intervening in the running of 
the country. 
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Aged care providers can prevent 
their workforce from taking 
industrial action by installing 
pay levels that respect and value 
the work being carried out and 
addressing chronic understaffi ng 
within the sector so elderly nurs-
ing home residents receive proper 
care, Australian Nursing and 
Midwifery Federation (ANMF) 
federal secretary Annie Butler has 
argued.

Speaking at an Aged Care 
Workforce Forum in Melbourne last 
month in front of aged care manage-
ment from across the country, Butler 
said nurses do not take industrial 
action lightly, most recently having 
only employed the strategy in a bid 
to secure safe staffi ng levels to guar-
antee quality care for their patients 
or residents.

“Safe staffi ng has become the 
most critical issue for our members 
across the board,” Butler said. “It’s 
more important than pay right now. 
While of course that’s also impor-
tant, our members consistently report 
workload issues to us as the issue 
that matters most to them.”

The ANMF represents regis-
tered nurses and enrolled nurses 
working across all aged care settings 
and shares coverage of carers with 
United Voice and the Health Services 
Union (HSU).

Butler said penalty rates provide 
compensation for missing impor-
tant family activities and recogni-
tion for the extra workload that often 
emerges when working unsociable 
hours.

A survey conducted by the 
ANMF found 90 percent of mem-
bers would quit their jobs if penalty 
rates were taken away, she added. 
However, aged care workers also 
needed and deserved respect and 
recognition for the meaningful roles 
they perform.

Butler pointed to recent com-
mentary in Federal Parliament by 
Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull, 
who uttered – “The 60-year-old 
aged care worker in Burnie is enti-
tled to aspire to get a better job, is 
entitled to get a promotion, is enti-
tled to be able to earn more money” 
– as a sad example of the wide-
spread undervaluing of aged care 
workers.

“The effects of this attitude are 
compounded for nurses and carers 
working in aged care who experience 
the double disadvantage of working 
in an undervalued and underpaid 
occupation that is not adequately 
resourced or recognised.

“Our members are increasingly 
frustrated and distressed by what 
they regard as a lack of respect for 
their elderly by their own employers 
who in their view could and should 
be doing a better job.”

The ANMF is currently running 
a national campaign calling on fed-
eral politicians to legislate aged care 
staff ratios to ensure the nation’s eld-
erly receive the care they need.

Butler outlined some of the big-
gest challenges facing the sector – 
chronic understaffi ng, low wages, 
lack of career opportunities and 
stressful work environments.

In recent years, research com-
missioned by the ANMF has found 
a 13 percent reduction in qualifi ed 
nursing staff working in aged care 
from 2013 to 2016, the statistic exac-
erbated by a 40 percent increase in 
the number of residents requiring 
high care during the same period.

Further evidence shows aged 
care residents on average receive 2.8 
hours of care when they should be 
getting 4.3 hours, while a confront-
ing study by Monash University’s 
Professor Joseph Ibrahim found a 
400 percent increase in preventable 
deaths across the sector.

“This paints a picture of a sector 
that needs assistance,” Butler said.

“We know what the issues are. It 
needs fi xing.

“The link is the need for proper 
staffi ng. These studies demonstrate 
the relationship between low nurse 
staffi ng levels and adverse patient/
resident outcomes, including higher 
mortality rates, and conversely, the 
relationship between higher nurse 
staffi ng levels and improved patient 
outcomes.”

Butler acknowledged the need to 
improve qualifi cations and training 
within the sector but said members 
required better workplace supports 
to allow them to deliver proper care.

“Workplace environments are 
stressful. Workers feel unsupported 
and way too often governments and 
employers defl ect and seek to blame 
workers for the problems occurring 
in the sector rather than addressing 
these challenges.”

Significantly, a recent report 
commissioned by the ANMF and 
undertaken by the Tax Justice 
Network Australia found the coun-
try’s largest for-profit aged care 
providers were using a range of 
loopholes to minimise the amount of 
tax they pay, despite receiving bil-
lions in taxpayer funded government 
subsidies.

Given the new evidence, Butler 
said while the sector does require 
more funding the union would not 
support such calls from some aged 
care providers until there is greater 
transparency to ensure taxpayers’ 
money is spent on ensuring quality 
care for the elderly.

Importantly, Butler listed sev-
eral strategies the ANMF believes 
will help improve aged care, includ-
ing empowering nurses to work to 
their full scope of practice, employ-
ing more nurse practitioners in the 
sector, establishing proper career 

pathways, introducing mandatory 
minimum education and fostering a 
culture where staff feel safe to make 
a complaint.

Labelling aged care “possibly 
the most over-reviewed sector in 
the country”, Butler agreed numer-
ous areas needed to undergo major 
shifts but unless staffi ng levels were 
addressed, the sector would not be 
able to retain and attract nurses and 
carers.

She encouraged aged care pro-
viders to engage with the ANMF and 
work towards improving the sector 
and fi xing the longstanding crisis.

“If you are confi dent that your 
facility does have the right staffi ng, 
is making sure that every single resi-
dent or person you’re caring for gets 
the care they need, you will have 
no problems in supporting our rec-
ommendations for transparency, for 
funding that must be guaranteed 
towards care.” 
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Equal + full rights
A new survey shows a national ban on 
conversion therapy is the top priority for 
LGBTIQ+ Australians ahead of the next 
federal election.

More than 2,500 participants were given 
a range of options for law and policy reform 
and were asked to rank each in order of pri-
ority with conversion therapy receiving the 
highest ranking of 3.48 out of 4.

Other priorities for LGBTIQ+ people 
included:
• funding to improve LGBTIQ+ safety in 

schools (ranked 3.44 out of 4)
• a national LGBTIQ+ suicide and mental 

health strategy (ranked 6.44 out of 7)
• better protections for LGBTIQ+ refugees 

(ranked 2.53 out of 3).
The survey was initiated by just.equal 

and Parents and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays (PFLAG), and conducted by social sci-
ence researcher, Dr Sharon Dane, in a private 
capacity.

Just.equal spokesperson, Rodney 
Croome said:

“We will be taking the priorities from 

this survey to all candidates and parties at 
the next election seeking their commitment 
to real change for LGBTIQ+ Australians.”

“The fact LGBTIQ+ people have them-
selves selected these priorities give us the 
strongest mandate possible for the election 
commitments we will seek.”

“Just.equal and PFLAG have a commit-
ment to going to the LGBTIQ+ community 
when important decisions need to be made, 
and basing our law and policy reform agenda 
on what LGBTIQ+ Australians tell us.”

PFLAG national spokesperson, Shelley 
Argent, said, “The political parties need 
to know that just because we have mar-
riage equality, it doesn’t mean LGBTIQ+ 
people have full and equal rights. Many 
LGBTIQ+ people fear their rights will be 
taken away which makes it all the more 
important to highlight what still needs to 
be done.”

Chris Csabs, who has started a change.
org petition with 42,000 signatures to ban 
the practice of conversion therapy, said:

“I’m pleased to see such a high level of 

concern about conversion therapy among 
LGBTIQ+ Australians.”

“But the problem is broader than just 
therapies in a medical context and we want 
to see a public health campaign against 
the whole idea that LGBTIQ+ people are 
‘broken’.”

The ALP and the Greens both welcomed 
the survey results.

Labor’s federal Equality Spokesperson, 
Terri Butler, said, “I thank just.equal and 
PFLAG for their survey and will make sure 
the results help inform Labor’s LGBTIQ+ 
election platform.”

Australian Greens’ leader, Richard Di 
Natale, said,

“The Greens welcome the fi ndings of 
this survey and we will factor this in to our 
LGBTIQ+ policy making ahead of the next 
federal election.”

When asked about representation, 
survey respondents said their priorities are 
establishing liaison groups in federal gov-
ernment departments, better funding for 
existing advocacy organisations, and better 

representation for minority identity groups 
and smaller states.

Transgender respondents put Medicare 
funding for gender transition as their top pri-
ority and intersex respondents opted for a ban 
on unnecessary medical procedures.

Respondents also indicated support for 
human rights protections to be entrenched 
in the Constitution rather than simply in 
legislation.

The responses of those non-LGBTIQ+ 
people who took the survey were generally 
consistent with the responses of LGBTIQ+ 
people, except on the issue of law reform.

Non-LGBTIQ+ people indicated that 
equality for LGBTIQ+ families is their fi rst 
priority, whereas they ranked a ban on con-
version therapy second.

Respondents to the survey were spread 
roughly proportionally across important 
demographics including gender, age and place 
of residence.
For more information contact 
Rodney Croome on 0409 010 668 or 
Chris Csabs on 0433 623 081. 

Public service workers
The Community and Public 
Sector Union’s submission to the 
Turnbull government’s review 
of the Australian Public Service 
(APS) has made 26 strong recom-
mendations to restore capacity 
and provide much needed jobs 
and fair and decent employment 
conditions to improve the work 
the public service does for the 
community.

Community and Public Sector 
Union (CPSU) national secre-
tary Nadine Flood said: “The 
Commonwealth public service has 
a vital role to play in our society. 
It exists for the benefi t of the entire 
Australian community. Our submis-
sion provides this review with clear 
and sensible recommendations to 
ensure the APS is able to provide the 
decent and accessible services the 
public demands, and the expertise 
and fearless advice needed for good 
government. The roles and values of 
the public service need to emphasise 
that it exists to serve the entire com-
munity and not just government.”

Flood pointed out that the APS 
has been used as an ideological 
punching bag by the Abbott and 
Turnbull governments, with workers 
and the general public suffering the 
consequences as 18,000 jobs have 
been slashed, wages have stagnated 
and job security, working conditions 

and service standards have declined. 
The public service has been deci-
mated by years of Budget cuts and 
the government’s ongoing push to 
privatise the public sector by con-
tracting out service delivery and 
through disastrous policies such as 
the Average Staffi ng Level (ASL) 
cap on staffi ng levels.

“Our submission is based on the 
considered views sought from the 
thousands of CPSU members work-
ing in the public service, and from 
the CPSU’s extensive consultation 
with the community about what they 
need from Commonwealth agen-
cies and the people working in the 
them,” said Flood. Unfortunately, 
the government’s approach seems to 
be based on the views of a few ideo-
logues from the Institute of Public 
Affairs, and the private corporations 
queueing up to cash in on essential 
public services.

“We’ve provided a number 
of recommendations to repair the 
damage this government has caused, 
including providing adequate fund-
ing and abandoning cuts through the 
so-call effi ciency dividend, scrap-
ping the damaging ASL cap and 
identifying Commonwealth work 
that has been outsourced or con-
tracted out and bringing it back in 
house. This review must recognise 
the reality that the public do not 

support a neo-liberal vision of ‘small 
government’.

“Beyond that our submission 
outlines the critical role the APS 
has to play in tackling the major 
challenges facing Australia, such as 
growing inequality, low wage growth 
and cost of living pressures including 
housing affordability.” Flood says 
the APS should be offering solu-
tions both as an employer and as the 
powerhouse of policy development 
in this country. When it comes to 
the deteriorating working conditions 
and wages and declining job secu-
rity generally the union says the APS 
needs to be part of the solution, not 
contributing to the problem as is cur-
rently the case, by creating decent, 
permanent jobs including in regional 
areas and offering decent wages and 
working conditions and job security 
to underpin a prosperous future.

“We believe this review must 
also provide clear guidance on how 
technology and digital services 
should be used to enhance rather 
than downgrade public services by 
focussing on outcomes and com-
munity needs, not cost. The public 
sector also needs to restore its in-
house expertise to ensure decisions 
around technology are made in the 
public interest, not to line corporate 
pockets.” 

Sydney

Ban nuclear weapons
Hiroshima Day 2018
Saturday August 11 
Rally, 11am Town Hall Square
March 12.30 pm to Hyde Park
Speakers: Well known peace 
worker from the USA Joseph 
Gerson and Australia Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Tilman Russ from 
ICAN (International Campaign to 
Abolish Nuclear Weapons).

A Nielsen poll in April 
2014 showed that 84 percent of 
Australians want the government 
to join international efforts to ban 
nuclear weapons. There is also sig-
nifi cant political support: more than 
100 Australian parliamentarians have 
signed ICAN’s parliamentary appeal 

for a nuclear weapons ban. In 2016 
close to 50 international lawyers in 
Australia wrote to the defence minis-
ter calling for an end to the policy of 
“extended nuclear deterrence”.

Faith communities are often at 
the forefront of campaigns for social 
justice. More than 50 faith-based 
groups have endorsed an Interfaith 
Appeal calling on the Australian gov-
ernment to support and participate in 
the United Nations negotiations for 
a treaty banning nuclear weapons in 
2017. High-profi le Australians are 
joining the chorus with a Celebrity 
Appeal in support of a ban.

More than 800 recipients of the 
Order of Australia signed an ICAN 

appeal to the prime minister to sup-
port a global ban on nuclear weap-
ons. Signatories include writer Bryce 
Courtenay, gardener Jamie Durie, 
publisher Ita Buttrose, Olympian Liz 
Ellis and three former prime minis-
ters. The appeal read:

“There is a growing consensus 
among world leaders on the urgent 
need to abolish nuclear weapons. 
The increasing risks of nuclear 
weapons proliferation and use in our 
region and beyond mean there has 
never been a more important time for 
Australian initiative and leadership 
in global efforts to free the world 
from nuclear weapons.” 
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Eileen Whitehead

In 1995, John Ralston Saul wrote The 
Unconscious Civilisation, and “it came to 
pass” – as the good book says – that the 
“unconscious” populace has (as he pre-
dicted) been herded into an ever-decreasing 
corner, while watching the corporations, 
with the help of politicians, alter and intro-
duce draconian legislation, which cun-
ningly erode civil rights.

When I was a girl, just after WW2, govern-
ments were elected for the good of the people 
– what a strange idea? But reading Saul has 
rekindled those old-fashioned days when ethics 
and principles were something people lived by. 
We were actually taught in schools when edu-
cation was free and public schools were funded 
on par with private schools. Honest language 
was also taught, we didn’t have to learn weasel 
words bandied about by politicians and their 
task masters, big business, in order to obfuscate 
real meaning and destroy real communication.

What has been lost in our new Millennium 
society is communication: business-speak has 
replaced any real meaning. Saul tells us that 
“language attached to power is designed to pre-
vent communication” and he’s being proved 
correct. Corporate language is rhetoric, prop-
aganda and dialect, the latter meaning the 
language used which is designed to be impen-
etrable to the layman and which acts as protec-
tion for those in power.

Saul also warns of the “babble” of lan-
guage which assaults us every day on the 
media and internet: perhaps the reason why 
Trump tweets. Although we, the public, use 
social media thinking it empowers us, the cor-
poratist power structures are also using it to 
even greater effect.

So, what has happened in the past 70 
years? How has big business succeeded in 
inveigling the working class? There has been 
no lasting peace, which is an anathema to cap-
italism – the corporations have seen to that. 
Confl icts since WW2 have led to millions of 
deaths which are dismissed by the Western 
world – the world of capital – because those 
dying are usually in the Third world and aren’t 
us. These confl icts continue because the inter-
national arms trade of the US, France and the 
UK is much too lucrative to dismiss, and is an 
important arm of their general trade policies.

In 70 years our civilisation has become 
a pawn in thrall to the market place, which 
is insidiously destroying our humanity. For 
instance, Serco operates in six sectors of public 
service provision: Health, Transport, Justice, 
Immigration, Defence, and Citizens’ Services. 
These huge corporations are taking over in 
areas which originally were owned by the 
state, and are being aided and abetted by gov-
ernments to demolish the public sector.

Privatising public enterprises such as 

health, energy, banking and public transport 
threatens ordinary citizens’ welfare. We have 
become customers instead of owners. The 
ABC is currently under threat because it actu-
ally produces programs which criticise govern-
ments and corporations.

We are being made beholden to a new god 
– the Defi cit – therefore anything pertaining 
to the public good, i.e. schooling, health, or 
welfare is unaffordable. Strange though that 
there are trillions available for defence – just 
in case we have to have another capitalist-
driven war? (Note how Trump is now eyeing 
Iran)! Money is being siphoned off from public 
schools, diminishing the quality of their edu-
cation, which in turn forces parents to pay for 
their kids to attend private schools: a Catch 22 
situation.

In order to continue making huge profi ts, 
corporations keep producing propaganda as in 
the furphy to convince us that coal is “clean”, 
or that there’s no such thing as global warming, 
etc etc. We are distracted daily with the threat 
of terrorism, in order to introduce draconian 
laws which actually are, quite blatantly, remov-
ing our civil rights, like the latest Espionage 
and Foreign Interference Policy Bill slipped 
through parliament at its last sitting avoiding 
any Senate enquiry.

Neither Liberals nor Labor can be trusted 
with our democratic rights, as has been proved 
by the last two Royal Commissions (supported 
by both parties): the failed witch hunt into 

trade union governance and corruption – which 
showed the government in its true light – and 
then its reluctance to hold a Royal Commission 
into the banking sector (it’s “mates”).

Fortunately, people are beginning to real-
ise that the politicians we’re voting for aren’t 
representing us, but are puppets for the corpo-
rations. Unfortunately, because we have been 
led by the nose to believe their fabrications and 
propaganda, we’ve begun to dismiss reality 
and deny our own consciousness and common 
sense. This has led to a general malaise and 
self-contempt followed by a loathing of the 
faceless “elites” who get wealthier by the hour, 
while most of us battle to make ends meet.

This feeling of impotence by the public has 
led to anger and a loss of faith in the political 
process which is supposed to be there for the 
public good. We’re relying on policies which 
are powered by the market and capitalism 
instead of policies being made for our welfare.

What we’re seeing now in the US, UK and 
Europe, is people desperate for a fairer society 
becoming swept up in populist dogma and sup-
porting far right dictators. Could anyone have 
imagined someone like Trump in the days of 
Attlee or even Menzies? What we’re seeing in 
2018 is the kind of rhetoric used by the likes 
of Mussolini, who has been recorded as saying 
that the crowd doesn’t need to know, so long 
as they believe.

Free speech and democracy is tied to our 
knowledge of history. After WW2 public 

education and the welfare of the people were 
considered important and were funded ade-
quately. However, at this point of time in 
Australia our education system is being under-
mined, as is our welfare system. Everything 
is measured according to its economic value: 
Universities are becoming corporatised – or as 
Saul says “have become handmaidens of the 
corporatist system”, with courses designed to 
produce more managers for the corporations.

The teaching of the Humanities is unwel-
come in this contemporary corporatised soci-
ety: it might lead to people actually thinking 
– and caring for the community. To quote Saul, 
again “we have allowed ourselves to be con-
vinced by our own elites that the democratic 
system is a secondary product of the free 
market system.”

I really hope that we wake up to what is 
being done to our democracy before the dis-
tinction between public and private disinte-
grates even further. Government services are 
being placed into private hands with the gov-
ernment actually adopting private industry 
standards and methods.

Those actually in work with employment 
contracts are being castrated and silenced, 
frightened to lose their jobs. Sound a bit like 
Nazi Germany in the 1930s? Those who forget 
their history tend to repeat it. As Saul says, we 
need to change the system and to do that we 
need to make the bastards honest. 

The world according to Saul

Neither Liberals nor Labor can be trusted with our democratic rights.

Employment gap for people with disability
National disability organisations 
have come together to highlight 
concerns about federal gov-
ernment reforms to Disability 
Employment Services (DES) 
which commenced on July 1, 
2018.

“We have repeatedly raised con-
cerns about DES reforms, and the 
missed opportunity to create a suc-
cessful employment support system 
for people with disability,” said 
Therese Sands, Co-CEO of People 
with Disability Australia, speak-
ing on behalf of Disabled People’s 
Organisations Australia (DPO 
Australia).

“Over $800 million per year is 
being spent propping up a failed 
system that is not helping people 
with disability get paid work. A little 
more than one out of ten people 
entering the DES program get a job, 
and stay in that job, for at least 12 
months. Nationally, only 53 percent 
of people with disability of working 
age are in paid work, compared to 83 

percent of their non-disabled peers. 
This huge employment gap has not 
changed over the last 20 years.”

Suzanne Colbert AM, CEO of 
Australian Network on Disability 
(AND) said, “There are some posi-
tive aspects of the reforms, such 
as the increased focus on sustain-
able jobs, continued funding of 
workplace adjustments through the 
Employment Assistance Fund and 
support for employees to retain their 
employment through the Work Assist 
program.

“Sadly, the views of people 
with disability and employers have 
been overlooked in these reforms 
and we fear the new system will 
make it harder for employers to 
recruit people with disability,” said 
Colbert.

“We have grave concerns these 
reforms do not deliver on the prom-
ise of informed choice for people 
with disability seeking employ-
ment. These reforms also result in 
an average funding cut of 31 percent 

to jobseekers with intellectual dis-
ability due to the program funding 
restructure.”

The addi t ional  funding 
announced in the federal budget of 
$10 million over two years for some 
providers to address this funding cut 
is welcomed, noted Paul Cain, CEO 
of Inclusion Australia. “However, it 
does not alleviate our fundamental 
concern that the DES reforms intro-
duce a disincentive for any provider 
to serve jobseekers with high support 
needs and offer the required level of 
support to help them to fi nd and keep 
a job.

“Indeed, the funding model 
seems to contradict the government’s 
intention to encourage more par-
ticipants in the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme (NDIS) to seek 
employment assistance from the 
DES program. The new DES fund-
ing arrangements reduce funding for 
people with disability most likely to 
qualify for the NDIS, as we know 65 
percent of current NDIS plans are 

for people with intellectual disabil-
ity and autism,” said Cain.

Reforms to the DES system 
began in 2015, and DPO Australia, 
Inclusion Australia and AND have 
participated in every step along the 
way, including roundtables, submis-
sions, consultations and expert advi-
sory groups.

“Throughout the reform process, 
we have stressed the need for people 
with disability to be able to make 
informed choices and decisions 
about their employment support, and 
that this support should provide the 
individualised assistance required by 
people with disability. These reforms 
don't offer people with disability the 
choice they were promised, or the 
individual assistance for their partic-
ular disability,” said Sands.

The 2016 Willing to Work 
report, from the Australian Human 
Rights Commission, called for a 
comprehensive national strategy to 
address structural barriers to employ-
ment for people with disability, such 

as discrimination, negative employer 
attitudes and lack of accessibility, to 
improve employment for people with 
disability.

“Instead of the comprehensive 
recommendations of the Willing 
to Work enquiry, the government 
is going ahead with piecemeal and 
fl awed reforms to the DES system,” 
said Sands.

“Despite our deep disappoint-
ment with this reform process, we 
remain committed to working with 
government to improve employment 
outcomes for people with disability.

“We note government com-
mitments to ongoing review of 
the reforms, including how the 
DES funding model is working 
and assessment of outcomes data. 
We will be continuing to monitor 
the evidence of whether the DES 
reforms are making a real difference 
for people with disability and their 
engagement in long-term and ongo-
ing employment.” 
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Final nail in 
“democratic Israel” myth
Ben Jamal

The passage of the Jewish Nation-State Basic 
Law by Israel’s parliament, the Knesset, 
has been widely condemned as undermin-
ing any claim on Israel’s part to be a liberal 
democracy.

Aymen Odeh, the head of the Arab Joint List 
group of parties in the Knesset, described it starkly 
as representing “the death of our democracy.”

The reality is that Israel has never truly been 
a liberal democracy that treats all its citizens as 
equal regardless of race or ethnicity.

In a liberal democracy, the state should be 
offi cially neutral with respect to the ethnic or cul-
tural identity of its citizens so that members of all 
ethnic groups enjoy the same citizenship rights.

The nation state law makes clear that in Israel 
only Jews have a right to national self-deter-
mination. The law gives no recognition to the 
rights of 20 percent of Israel’s citizenry who are 
Palestinians.

Yet as civil rights organisation Adalah 
observes, “There is a difference between racism 
and racist practices” and a “constitutional man-
date” for racism.

As a “basic law,” with quasi-constitutional 
weight, the Jewish nation state law represents 
the latter. Designed as an emphatic rejection of 
Palestinian calls for equal status within the state, 
these measures brazenly entrench Jewish privi-
lege, codifying in law the longstanding institution-
alised discrimination faced by Palestinian citizens.

The new law builds upon an extensive range 
of discriminatory laws – more than 60 according 
to Adalah – that pertain to all areas of life, includ-
ing land, education, family unifi cation, residency 
rights and housing.

One stark example is the Admission 
Committees Law passed in 2011 that allows small 
towns and villages in Israel to remain Jewish-only, 
preventing Palestinian citizens from settling there 
on the basis they would disrupt the social and cul-
tural harmony of the community.

The nation state law cements the legitimacy of 
maintaining Jewish-only towns with a clause that 
affi rms that the state “views the development of 
Jewish settlement as a national value and will act 
to encourage and promote its establishment and 
consolidation.”

This makes constitutional existing policies 
that seek not just to preserve Jewish-only settle-
ment but to prevent the growth of Palestinian com-
munities inside Israel and promote the practice of 
demolishing Palestinian towns and villages to 
make way for new Jewish settlements.

The law also extends to Israel’s control 
over the West Bank and East Jerusalem and so 
adds constitutional weight to the destruction of 
Palestinian towns and villages in the occupied ter-
ritories and the growth of Jewish settlements in 
defi ance of international law.

Israel and its advocates have long claimed 
there is no incompatibility between Israel being 
a democracy and being a Jewish state, despite the 

copious evidence of the laws and policies that 
have always undermined the state’s democratic 
credentials.

This bill makes clear that Israel’s call to be 
recognised as a Jewish state means, in reality, to 
be recognised as a state that has a right to maintain 
a Jewish majority and privileges the rights of that 
majority above other citizens.

It further emphasises why the campaign for the 
realisation of Palestinian rights cannot be simply 
a campaign to end the 1967 occupation of Gaza, 
East Jerusalem and the West Bank but rather a call 
for liberation from an unjust system of power that 
denies rights to Palestinians living under occupa-
tion, to Palestinians living as citizens of Israel and 
to Palestinian refugees denied the right of return.

Finally, it reaffi rms the need to understand and 
identify correctly the nature of the unjust system 
of power that denies Palestinians their rights.

The Rome statute defi nes apartheid as “inhu-
mane acts ... committed in the context of an insti-
tutionalised regime of systematic oppression and 
domination by one racial group over any other 
racial group or groups and committed with the 
intention of maintaining that regime.”

A law that is designed to maintain the suprem-
acy of one group of citizens over another within 
a state, that divides citizens on the basis of their 
ethnic, racial or cultural identity, is an apartheid 
law.

There is an irony that the nation state law 
was passed at the same time as a debate rages 
in Britain over the Labour Party’s adoption of a 
code of conduct to deal with anti-Semitism, that 
amends some of the controversial examples con-
tained in the guidance attached to the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance defi nition.

One of the key examples in contention is the 
clause that states it is anti-Semitic to describe 
the existence of the state of Israel as a racist 
endeavour.

This clause has been used by pro-Israel advo-
cates in Britain to state that calling Israel an apart-
heid state is anti-Semitic.

The passing of the nation state law should re-
emphasise the need to assert not just the legiti-
macy of describing Israel in this way but the 
accuracy.

On November 3 the Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign will host a conference in London bring-
ing together international scholars to explain the 
many ways in which Israel’s laws and policies 
including the pernicious new law meet the defi ni-
tion of apartheid.

The task for all who support the Palestinian 
struggle for freedom, justice and equality as part 
of the wider struggle against racism in all of its 
forms is not just to help explain the nature of that 
injustice but to campaign against it.

That demands support for the Palestinian call 
for Boycott Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) in 
support of a future where the rights of all are pro-
tected irrespective of ethnicity, religion, national-
ity or race.
Morning Star 

A law that divides citizens 
on the basis of their ethnic, 

racial or cultural identity, 
is an apartheid law.

Tory cuts and fi re deaths
Marcus Barnett

BRITAIN: Firefi ghters are warn-
ing that homes are at far higher 
risk than before because of budget 
cuts.

Speaking to the Star, Fire 
Brigades Union (FBU) general sec-
retary Matt Wrack said today: “We 
simply do not have enough fi refi ght-
ers left to keep people safe. The 
service has been cut to ribbons.

“Fire deaths have increased, as 
has the amount of time it takes fi re 
crews to respond to an emergency.

“This is what happens when 
you cut fi refi ghter jobs and close 
stations.”

Two houses were destroyed last 

month in Chipstead, Surrey, follow-
ing a car explosion nearby.

Firefi ghters from eight different 
Surrey stations attended the blaze, 
but several crews were tackling a 
large-scale fi re at the same time that 
gutted the building of an industrial 
estate in neighbouring Epsom.

Surrey FBU secretary Lee 
Belsten said that staffi ng cuts mean 
slower response times and crews 
becoming overwhelmed with their 
workload, revealing that they 
couldn’t put out the car fi re quickly 
enough to stop it spreading to the 
two homes.

He said: “It’s unusual for two 
large incidents to happen at the 
same time,” but Belsten pointed out: 

“The fi rst fi re engine took 21 min-
utes to get to the fi re and the usual 
response time is 10 minutes.

“The car fi re would have been 
put out in 10 minutes and never 
would have spread to those houses.”

Although nobody was badly 
hurt, the two affected families are 
now living in rented accommoda-
tion and with friends.

A county council spokes-
man said: “We always respond as 
quickly and effi ciently as possi-
ble.” He attempted to reassure wor-
ried residents with news that new 
recruitment campaign for fi refi ght-
ers would begin shortly.

But the FBU is critical of these 
claims, estimating that response 

times in Surrey are at their slowest 
since 1996.

The union says that the situation 
in Surrey refl ects the picture nation-
ally. Earlier this week, fi refi ghters 
reported having to endure one of the 
“worst summers ever” for tending 
to fi res, despite a startling reduction 
in staff numbers.

Mr Wrack said that successive 
Tory governments have devastated 
fi re services.

Since the Conservatives took 
power in 2010, nearly 12,000 front-
line fi refi ghter jobs have been cut, 
Scotland bearing the brunt with the 
loss 1,123 fi refi ghters. Wales has 
lost 267, Greater Manchester 700 
and London 1,334.

In that time some 40 fi re sta-
tions have closed due to low staffi ng 
and underfunding.

Matt Wrack said: “The Tories 
have led the longest, most sustained 
assault on the fi re service in its 
entire history.

“They heap praise on fi refi ght-
ers after every major incident, yet 
they do not listen one iota to our 
professional concerns about the 
state of an overstretched and under-
funded service.”
Morning Star 
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Kevin Ovenden

“Words are nice ... but I want him to tell me 
and the people who perished, our friends ... 
whose fault it is, if not his.”

That is how one 79-year-old victim of 
the devastating fi re that ripped through 
the Rafi na area north-east of Athens last 
month responded to Prime Minister Alexis 
Tsipras’s belated acceptance of “political 
responsibility”.

“How does he redeem this responsibility?” 
the pensioner continued. “What does political 
responsibility mean?” These and other ques-
tions were already ricocheting across Greece 
last week as grief and anger came together in 
the wake of the worst death toll from wildfi re – 
87 people and rising – ever in Europe.

It was not until last Thursday that a gov-
ernment minister visited the devastated Mati-
Rafi na resort, where most of the victims died. 
Defence minister and junior coalition partner 
Anel leader Panos Kammenos was roundly 
heckled.

“You let the people burn, Mr Kammenos!” 
shouted one woman. (The word “kamenos” in 
Greek means “burnt.”)

One reason for the anger is that the govern-
ment spent most of last week trying to suppress 
searching questions under a shroud of three 
days of national mourning while at the same 
time weaving its own false political narrative.

That began on the evening of the fi re itself. 
Tsipras told television journalists that the fi re 
was an “unconventional” or “asymmetric” inci-
dent. That was the seemingly clunky term used 
by Tory prime minister Costas Karamanlis 
after previous deadly fi res in 2007 in the south-
ern Peloponnese. The implication, as in “asym-
metric warfare,” was that the nation was under 
attack by a hidden enemy.

A then rising star of the Syriza party 
answered well Karamanlis’s cynical conspir-
acy-mongering 11 years ago: “It would be 
good if those in government, instead of plan-
ning communication strategies to defend it, by 
discovering ‘asymmetric threats’ and invisible 
enemies, occupied themselves with dealing 
with the disaster.”

That spokesperson was Alexis Tsipras.
Now his minister of civil protection Nikos 

Toskas has spent much of the last week insinu-
ating that the fi re had been caused deliberately 
– that it was “not innocent” and there were 
“indications of arson.”

Other government offi cials spread the same 
rumour. Then the fi re investigation department 

defi nitively ruled out arson and said the fi re 
had started accidentally.

An earlier fi re on the same day, near Kineta 
to the west of Athens, had already stretched the 
fi re service, denuded by nearly a decade of aus-
terity. Eyewitnesses say they saw sparks fl ying 
from a faulty electricity pylon.

The national grid has been privatised. 
The electricity workers union warned that the 
sell-off would lead to a cut in maintenance 
and greater risk of fi res. It is but one of many 
warnings.

It is not that this tragedy was unforeseen. 
In fact, it was foretold.

Last summer, a whistleblower pilot of the 
Canadair fi refi ghting planes revealed that half 
the ageing fl eet was grounded due to either age 
– some are 40 years old – or lack of parts.

He contrasted that with the 2.5 percent of 
GDP spent on arms and defence, the second 
highest budget in NATO. “They care about 
F-16s, not Canadairs,” he said.

Some 30 percent of fi re appliances are off 
the road – half due to age, the rest for lack of 
parts.

The reason is obvious. The fi re service 
budget has been cut in the years of auster-
ity imposed by the troika of the EU, IMF and 
European Central bank from €500 million to 
€397 million.

Thousands of full-time fi refi ghting jobs 
have been lost. Any hiring has been on tem-
porary contracts. Yet at the same time 700 
fi refi ghters have been seconded, on the state 
budget, to serve the 14 now privatised airports 
handed to the German company Fraport.

The budget for fi re prevention in a country 
where many forest fi res happen every year is 
just €11 million. The water industry has been 
privatised, again in defi ance of warnings that it 
would leave the pumping stations and storage 
tanks in rural areas under-maintained.

The litany could go on. And its effects are 
obvious to all. Co-chair of the Die Linke frac-
tion of MPs in Germany, Katja Kipping put 
it directly, in holding to account the German 
government and its former fi nance minister 
Wolfgang Schaeuble for their responsibility in 
enforcing murderous austerity on Greece.

“The Greek fi re service has been cut to 
pieces by Schaeuble’s austerity diktats – with 
deadly consequences,” she said.

Turkish trade unionists gathering to show 
solidarity outside the Greek consulate in Izmir 
were also clear that this was no “natural dis-
aster.” So is it this and the implementation of 
austerity that Tspiras says he is taking “politi-
cal responsibility” for?

No. He mentioned the capitulation to 
Troika-imposed austerity three years ago but 
only in order to shift the focus to something 
else.

“Perhaps in the national confrontation back 
then, we neglected other things,” he said and 
went on to refer to a history of unregulated or 
illegal building developments in Greece.

By last weekend, this had become some-
thing of a theme in much international cover-
age. While containing some truth, it is laced 
with evasion.

There is a history of unregulated build-
ing, but it is not, as many commentators are 
claiming, the product of some “Greek disease” 
of rule-breaking – a kind of popular bandit 
mentality.

That was the claim used to justify the 
structural adjustment programme imposed on 
Greece under the austerity memorandums.

And it was repeated over the fi re with 
brutal callousness by one liberal-modernising 
commentator, who wrote: “Greece, despite 
being a European Union member state and 
a developed economy, exhibits many of the 
institutional defi ciencies and cultural traits 
found in less developed nations. A large, cen-
trally controlled state can be a source of secure 
employment (as in Greece), yet is often grossly 
ineffi cient.”

The solution, then? More neo-liberal capi-
talist development and privatisation to become 
a “properly modern” state, and change the pop-
ular “culture.”

But as I explained in my book on the 
Syriza government and modern Greece, the 
malfunctioning of the modern Greek state 
– what I termed a “state of plunder” – is not 
down to a lack of capitalist development. It is 
the product of the actually existing capitalist 
(mal)development of the cold war and neolib-
eral epochs.

It was an alliance between a Kleptocratic 
oligarchy and a right-wing militarised state that 
drove through development at the expense of 
the common people, who until the 1980s were 
meant to rely on the philanthropy of billion-
aires like playboy Aristotle Onassis.

The great majority of unregulated build-
ing was by the construction and property oli-
garchs, enclosing land for the rich personally 
or for tourist development – the country’s big-
gest industry.

Hence buildings like the walled villa in 
Mati-Rafi na that blocked off the escape route 
to the sea that 26 people lost their lives trying 
to fi nd. Tsipras says it is now time to take 
action. But he makes no distinction between 

the profi teering developments and the working-
class family who have clubbed together to put 
an extension on a grandparents’ village prop-
erty so three generations might at least afford 
a holiday.

The people as a whole are apparently 
guilty. But the state could have taken action 
before in Rafina to open forest lanes and 
redress the lack of infrastructure.

A forestry expert pointed out to the BBC 
that the state’s development has itself also 
failed. The new road built at the time of the 
Greek Olympic bid could have been designed 
to act as a fi rebreak. But highly fl ammable pine 
trees were planted either side of it, not those 
that were proven in Spain to be resistant.

And when the local police chief signalled 
regional headquarters to sound an evacuation, 
he discovered that there was no regional evacu-
ation plan for an area that is packed with local 
tourists in summer.

Contrary to Tsipras’s attempt to decouple 
the history of profi teering development from 
the years of austerity, the root of this govern-
ment’s failure to confront the oligarchs at home 
lies precisely in its capitulation to the austerity 
memorandums.

They were imposed by the troika, but on 
behalf of the Greek billionaire class whose 
domestic political instruments had proved 
incapable of pushing through the cuts they 
demanded.

The capitulation to the troika did not make 
space to address the deformations of the Greek 
state and economy. It meant capitulation over 
those as well.

The government remains committed to 
eye-watering 3.5 percent primary budget sur-
pluses that can only mean more austerity even 
though Greece is to exit the formal memoran-
dum program on August 21.

It had planned a celebration of that occa-
sion with international guests from the 
European Commission and other luminaries.

Such a self-congratulatory celebration 
would be incendiary now. The world can see 
the consequences of the joint enterprise by the 
troika and successive governments to satisfy 
the bankers at the people’s expense.

And it will do no good to blame the little 
people once again. This is a systemic failure of 
capitalism.

That means it is the responsibility of the 1 
percent of capitalists and those who have shred 
all social protection to serve them.
Morning Star 

Greece fi res 
“no natural disaster”
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It’s been clear for some time that the 
world demands a public, working-class 
and people’s diplomacy aimed at a new 
international order, free of capitalist and 
military trade blocs that inherently breed 
tension and war: that’s one lesson that can 
be drawn from the now postponed summit 
between Trump and Putin.

Indeed, lost in the sound and fury sur-
rounding the Helsinki Summit and the pro-
posed Washington meeting is the ongoing 
imperative for such summits. Although the 
world still doesn’t know what happened during 
the secret Trump-Putin meet – that does not 
lessen the need for such exchanges: in fact it 
elevates it. There were real issues in Helsinki.

Let’s face it: the planet is in terrible danger. 
Need we count the ways?

Trump threatened recently to rain destruc-
tion on another country, this time on Iran with 
which his administration unceremoniously 
junked a nuclear weapons agreement.

Only a few weeks ago, a military stand-
off with North Korea seemed likely, with the 
potential for a nuclear confl agration.

Truth be told, it seems what was once 
deemed unthinkable is now being actively con-
sidered as an option by the occupants of the 
White House Situation Room.

If that weren’t enough, the nuclear danger 
is not the only existential crisis humanity faces. 
They either don’t believe global warming 
exists or don’t care, as proven by the US with-
drawal from the Paris Climate Accord.

Framing these ominous developments are 
growing inter-imperialist rivalries, protec-
tionism and the rise of extreme-right govern-
ments and movements, both in the US and the 
countries of the European Union, and between 
the US and Russia. The US and NATO have 
given licence to extreme right governments in 
Eastern Europe and a fascist-tinged govern-
ment in Ukraine.

Russia, too, is aiding and abetting right-
wing forces in Europe and the US. Surrounded 
by NATO, they see supporting such elements 
as advancing their national interests due to 
their anti-NATO and anti-EU positions, a dan-
gerous and irresponsible game.

Our country is led by the most dangerous 
political party in its history and a resident at 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue who uses white 
supremacy as his central organising tool and 
who aligns himself with neo-fascists. Trump 
is waging a sustained assault on democracy at 
home and abroad.

Trump, since gaining offi ce, has greatly 
escalated world tensions and stepped up mili-
tary intervention. Under the guise of the “war 
on terror,” drone strikes have doubled and 
the number of civilian deaths has skyrock-
eted by some 200 percent. Covert intervention 
has been stepped up in Venezuela, Nicaragua 
and the Middle East, with prospects for an 

Israel-Palestine peace accord between nil and 
next to none.

Trump and the ruling class elements behind 
his administration have set themselves the task 
of rearranging the international order: this 
more than anything else is behind their Group 
of 7 and NATO disruptions.

The administration’s goals are no more 
benign with respect to the recent meetings 
with Kim Jung-un and Vladimir Putin. Let’s be 
clear, the Korea summit was held largely at the 
initiative of South Korea. And despite the two 
Koreas agreeing to an historic “end of war,” 
the summit’s results remain in doubt because 
of Trump’s brinkmanship.

And consider this: the meeting with 
Putin may have had a hidden target: isolating 
China and reversing its growing international 
infl uence.

Make no mistake: with Trump there is no 
peace presidency.

Yet, even in these circumstances, indeed 
because of them, talks, negotiations, and sum-
mits are necessary, including dialogue between 
Trump and Putin. Calls to cancel the summit 

are misguided. So too are dismissals of the 
problems at work in Helsinki and rejection of 
concerns about these problems as simply the 
consequence of deep state conspiracies.

Once talks begin, processes are set in 
motion that open up possibilities that would 
otherwise be closed, possibilities that are 
sometimes independent of the parties’ respec-
tive intentions.

Why? Because other state actors, interest 
groups, and international institutions, along 
with business, government, labour, and civil 
society become involved. And therein lies the 
future.

Movements like the Sao Paulo Forum and 
the World Social Forums have been important 
steps in this direction.

International cooperation is needed now 
more than ever. This must include elevating the 
role of the United Nations which has largely 
been pushed to the sidelines.

Needless to say such cooperation must 
include signing on to the Paris Climate Accord.

And last but not least, the urgency of the 
crisis in the US demands that the people’s 

protest and peace movements be stepped up. A 
march on Washington and state capitals around 
the country demanding action around issues 
like separating children from their parents, the 
Supreme Court, right-to-work and yes, peace, 
are in order.

The coming Washington summit must be 
free of secret meetings. This is particularly 
important in light of alleged Putin-Trump 
fi nancial shenanigans.

The summit should include a public town 
hall meeting where issues of concern are 
debated, including interventions in the internal 
affairs of other nations.

If the summit reaches an agreement for 
renewing the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty, 
that would be a positive development.

In the US, all signs point to a massive peo-
ple’s march to the ballot box. Whether or not 
the next summit will produce positive results 
is unclear. What is clear is that is that it’s up to 
the American people to keep the pressure on.
Editorial statement, 
Communist Party USA. 

The planet is in real danger

International

“Climate of hate”
Italy’s far-right Interior Minister 
Matteo Salvini has brushed off 
claims of a “racism emergency” 
in the country following an attack 
on a black athlete.

Daisy Osakue was targeted last 
month when a car drove alongside 
her as she was walking in the north-
ern city of Turin. The assailants 
threw an egg at her which caused 
an eye injury requiring hospital 
treatment.

Osakue said: “I don’t want to 
play the sexism or racism card, but 
people should be able to go out 
without someone attacking you out 
of the blue. They are just cowards.”

The athlete, who will represent 
Italy in the forthcoming European 
Athletics Championships in Berlin 
told Italian TV: “I’m sorry to say 
it, but I think we’re dealing with 
racism.”

It is the 11th racist attack since 
Salvini’s far-right Northern League 
came to power in Italy’s coalition 

government in June. The United 
Nations migration agency has 
warned that the incidents represent 
“an extremely worrying trend of 
violence and racism.”

Opposition groups have warned 
of a “climate of hate” in Italy since 
Salvini launched an anti-immi-
gration drive, using fi ery rhetoric 
against minority communities and 
closing Italian ports to vessels car-
rying refugees.

Hundreds of residents were for-
cibly removed as police dismantled 
a Roma camp in the capital of Rome 
earlier this month, in defi ance of a 
European Court of Human Rights 
order to halt the evacuations.

In dismissing the ruling, Salvini 
blasted: “I’m interested in restoring 
the rule of law, regardless of what 
letters from courts say.” Among the 
spate of attacks, a 13-month-old 
Roma girl was left partly paralysed 
after being shot from a balcony 
while in her mother’s arms.

Former prime minister Matteo 
Renzi said: “The attacks against 
people of different coloured skin 
is now an emergency. This is now 
obvious, nobody can deny it, espe-
cially if they sit in government.”

Salvini hit back saying: “Is 
there a racism emergency in Italy? 
Don’t be stupid.” He blamed immi-
grants for the problems facing Italy, 
falsely claiming they committed a 
third of all crimes in the country.

“Certainly, the mass immi-
gration allowed by the left hasn’t 
helped matters,” he said.

Opposition Democratic Party 
leader Maurizio Martina warned: 
“Violence is multiplying every-
where, but he denies it.”

And UN refugee agency 
spokesman Felipe Camargo said: 
“We cannot tolerate this escalation 
of indiscriminate violence, which 
reveals an alarming racial matrix.”
Morning Star 

Sydney
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John Bachtell

BEIJING: Change is taking place 
exponentially in today’s world. 
One unmistakable trend is the 
rapid rise of China and decline 
of the US as the dominant global 
power, a place it has held since 
World War II.

What does this portend for 
global economic and diplomatic rela-
tions? What new international order 
might prevail in a multi-polar world? 
Will it occur peacefully or will the 
coming years be marked by height-
ened tensions, turmoil and increased 
danger of war?

The country is embarking on a 
new era of ambitious economic and 
social reforms based on raising pro-
ductivity through innovation and 
advanced technology, prioritising 
production for its domestic consumer 
market, modernising education and 
governance systems; extending 
democracy and grassroots participa-
tion in decision-making; and shifting 
to sustainable development.

They see these reforms as essen-
tial to meeting the goal of a “pros-
perous, modern socialist society” 
by 2050 which in turn depends on 
“opening wider and wider” to the 
global economy, a stable global trade 
system, partnerships and peace.

By sparking a trade war with 
China, the Trump administration is 
signalling its intent to thwart China’s 
ambitious plans while maintaining 
its own economic domination. By 
contrast, China believes the world 
is entering a fourth era of globalisa-
tion that requires a new international 
order of multipolarity, shared devel-
opment and cooperation.

The US emerged as the world’s 
sole economic and military super-
power with the introduction of cap-
italism into the former USSR and 
Eastern bloc socialist economies in 
1989-91. The US sought to ensure 
its long-term dominance and pre-
empt future rivalries by integrating 
a prostrate Russia and underdevel-
oped China into the global capitalist 
system.

At the same time, it continued 
its Cold War-like foreign policy by 
expanding NATO eastward and mili-
tarily encircling Russia and China.

But things have changed dra-
matically for both countries. An 
oligarchic ruling class took power 
in Russia pursuing its national and 

global interests. And China emerged 
as a leading economy with global 
trade ties.

Mounting crises have shaken 
the global capitalist system, includ-
ing the bursting of the tech bubble 
in 2000, the 2008 global fi nancial 
crisis, deepening structural crises, 
deindustrialisation, stagnation, the 
impact of severe austerity measures 
and a mounting refugee crisis.

US imperialism experienced 
strategic setbacks when the neo-
con policies of wielding US military 
pre-eminence to impose economic 
pre-eminence began to fail, fi rst in 
Afghanistan and then in Iraq and 
other places.

Economic nationalism in the 
US and Europe is threatening to dis-
rupt the global trading system and 
affect China’s drive for what it coun-
ter-poses as openness and reform. 
Ironically, however, the economic 
nationalism pushed by the Trump 
administration, for example, is actu-
ally diminishing US infl uence and 
facilitating China’s rising infl uence 
over the world economy.

In short, the global governance 
system dominated by advanced capi-
talist countries in place since WW2 
is now fraying.

The neo-liberal globalisation of 
the 1980s-90s was greatly spurred by 
China and Russia’s entrance into the 
global capitalist dominated economy. 
Rapidly increased trade, deregula-
tion, privatisation, dropping of tariff 
barriers and a “race to the bottom” 
were its chief characteristics.

Meanwhile other factors are 
shaping the emergence of a new 
stage of globalisation, one referred 
to as “inclusive globalisation” whose 
goal is to improve people’s lives. 
Trade takes place in an increas-
ingly multi-polar world and alterna-
tive global fi nancial institutions. The 
geographical centre of globalisation 
is shifting to Asia and the emerging 
economies.

This means global trade is less 
and less dependent on developed 
capitalist countries as the defi ning 
force.

Up until now, China had fol-
lowed the late Communist Party of 
China chair Deng Xioaping’s axiom 
to “keep a low profi le and hide one’s 
brightness,” while tending to its 
domestic economy.

Things are different today. China 
is engaging the global community 

economically and diplomatically 
and increasing its infl uence. In the 
recent period China played a key role 
in brokering the Iran Nuclear Deal, 
the Paris Climate Agreement and in 
efforts to defuse tensions between 
the US and North Korea.

China’s “opening policy” is a 
recognition that globalisation is a 
fact of life. No country can develop 
in isolation and must engage in the 
globalised economy even when the 
US and other imperialist powers 
dominate for the time being. China 
realises its state-owned companies 
and private corporations must play 
by the rules set by the global market.

But China is also projecting a 
new governing concept that fi ts the 
coming stage of globalisation called 
“building a community for a shared 
future for humankind.”

The concept was fi rst introduced 
by Xi Jinping in 2013, then newly 
elected chair of the CPC. It involves 
“two guidelines”: build a more just 
and reasonable new world order 
and jointly maintain international 
security.

The concept shares aspects of 
the USSR foreign policy of peaceful 
co-existence between different social 
systems but differs in some impor-
tant respects.

It calls for increased multilat-
eralism, relations based on mutual 
respect regardless of size, social 
system, fairness and justice in 
the global economy, and win-win 
economic cooperation. The new 
approach to globalisation should take 
into account protection of both the 
environment and workers’ rights.

It calls for working out disputes 
through dialogue and sees deeper 
economic interdependence as an 
important factor contributing to 
peace relations.

It is based on non-involvement 
in the internal affairs of other coun-
tries, and eschews Cold War type 
economic and military alliances and 
blocs in favour of collective security.

It is a recognition that no one 
country can solve problems of devel-
opment, climate change, peace, pov-
erty, disease, resource allocation, or 
security on their own in this era of 
globalisation.

It doesn’t see international rela-
tions through the lens of a global 
competition between socialist and 
capitalist systems, but rather state-
to-state relations and partnerships.

It is a recognition that devel-
opment must be inclusive and sus-
tainable. Diversity is celebrated and 
cultural exchange elevated.

It involves restructuring the 
international order, and reforming 
global governance and fi nancial sys-
tems established after WW2 such as 
the United Nations, IMF and World 
Bank.

China has built alternative inter-
national networks and relation-
ships since the fall of the USSR 
including the Shanghai Cooperative 
Organisation (SCO), BRICS (the 
association of fi ve major emerging 
economies: Brazil, Russia, India, 
China and South Africa) and alter-
native fi nancial institutions to facili-
tate trade and development including 
the Asian Infrastructure Investment 
Bank.

China’s foreign policy will 
increasingly impact economic 
development and global govern-
ance. A case in point is the Belt-
Road Initiative (BRI) – US$1 trillion 
investment in road, rail, and mari-
time ports, energy pipelines, power 
grids, refi neries, connecting 65 coun-
tries (in particular Asia and Africa) 
with trade and cultural exchange. 
Once complete, the BRI, called 
the largest infrastructure project in 
modern history, could boost global 
trade by an estimated 12 percent.

The BRI will facilitate trade and 
infrastructure development of coun-
tries involved while securing raw 
materials and resources China needs 
for its own development, theoreti-
cally a win-win.

The BRI is also meant to create 
alternative shipping and transport 
routes from China’s east coast and 
through the Strait of Malacca, made 
urgent with the Trump containment 
policies.

The US and other capitalist 
countries charge the BRI is fostering 
“debt traps” for developing countries 
and projects don’t employ workers 
from their own countries. This is dis-
puted by China.

India also fears encroach-
ment into its sphere of influence 
with implementation of the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor that 
will bring economic development 
throughout the region. India is dis-
puting the BRI because it passes 
through Kashmir.

The Trump administration 
declared China a strategic rival and 
largely junked the Obama admin-
istration’s “pivot” to Asia which 
emphasised engagement and coop-
eration. Trump is also abandoning 
the “One China” policy with respect 
to relations with Taiwan.

The new Trump administration 
policy favours what it calls the “Free 
and Open Indo-Pacifi c strategy” fi rst 
enunciated by Japan. While the new 
approach hasn’t fully taken shape, it 
includes scrapping the Trans Pacifi c 
Partnership trade pact, downgrading 
diplomacy in the region and reviving 

cooperation with some traditional 
allies.

US imperialism has long 
attempted to shape China’s develop-
ment path and restrict its maritime 
access to the Pacifi c with a string of 
military bases. China is now chal-
lenging this containment by increas-
ing trade and building its military 
presence in the South China Sea. 
This has led to territorial and mari-
time disputes with its neighbours 
including Vietnam. While tensions 
remain, Vietnam and China are seek-
ing a diplomatic resolution to their 
differences.

In the past year the Quadrilateral 
Security Dialogue involving the US, 
India, Australia and Japan, but better 
described as a “diplomatic carcass,” 
has been revived with the express 
purpose of a Cold War containment 
of China.

The Trump administration is 
also promoting India as a regional 
power alternative and partnering 
with Japan, India and other coun-
tries to actively thwart and counter 
the BRI with competing infrastruc-
ture projects across the Indo-Pacifi c 
region. But this has little meaning 
without massive funding to back it 
up.

Trump’s approach is full of con-
tradictions that make it unsustaina-
ble. The EU including Germany and 
the UK, Russia, India, Australia and 
other countries are fostering eco-
nomic trade ties with China. The 
EU is China’s largest trading partner 
and China is the EU’s second largest 
trading partner after the US. China is 
Russia’s largest trading partner.

The world can ill afford a confl a-
gration between China, the US and 
other powers that could turn into a 
nuclear catastrophe. Delaying coop-
eration to address the climate crisis 
or continuing to allow vast economic 
inequalities between nations and 
people leads to nothing good for the 
human race. “Building a community 
for a shared future for humankind” 
seems to make a lot more sense.
People’s World 

International

China

Embracing 
a multi-polar world

The Belt-Road Initiative will facilitate trade and infrastructure development of 

countries involved while securing raw materials and resources China needs for 

its own development.
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Brush up on your 
Lenin

Thankfully, two (or more) of 
our regular correspondents 
have raised the question of the 
nature of the economic system in 
the People’s Republic of China. 
Many ask the same questions so 
it is high time we brushed off our 
volumes of Lenin and go the New 

Economic Policy (NEC), launched 
in 1921 Russia (the USSR did not 
yet exist).

This is most important since the 
Chinese NEP associated with the 
collective leadership of the CPC – 
and especially Deng Xiaoping, is 
modelled closely on that of the CP 
Russia. Russia’s had “Russian char-
acteristics” and the Chinese likewise.

Both had to put up with trade 
boycotts and various hostilities, but 
in different circumstances. These 
were explained, very frankly, by 
Lenin – see Volume VIII for the 
frankness of the concessions offered 
in 1920 and in Volume XXX for his 
in your face policy which he thought 
would, in the long run, assist an 
agrarian (peasant) country to mod-
ernise its economy as a prelude to 
building a fully socialist economy.

There is much more to it than 

that, which is why I think the corre-
spondent’s concerns should be fol-
lowed through to get greater clarity.

S Cooper
Sydney

PS: Deng Xiaoping’s views are 
contained in three volumes, 
available in Australia.

Everyone needs 
a home
Most don’t know what it is like to 
sleep out in the cold, to not know 
where they will get their next 
meal, to be forced to sleep with 
their shoes on just so they can 
make a quick escape if someone 
comes to harm them. Most don’t 
pay too much attention to those 
sleeping rough in our cities, towns 
and communities. But I do.

August 6 to 13 is Homelessness 
Week, a week where we thrust the 
issue of homelessness into the spot-
light for all Australians. Everybody 
needs a home and no one deserves to 
be left out on the streets.

I started Youth Off The Streets 
in Kings Cross by feeding the local 
homeless kids and that was just the 
beginning, I started to recognise the 
dire need for something more. Now 
my organisation has many housing 
options available for young people 
but homelessness remains a signifi -
cant issue.

In New South Wales alone, 
homelessness rates have risen by 27 
percent since 2011, and the numbers 
aren’t much better in other states and 
territories.

We as a country need to stop 
ignoring homelessness and begin 
to take positive steps to help 

Australians in need. So much can 
be done to prevent this issue; we 
need to give struggling families a 
boost before homeless becomes an 
unfortunate reality. I am dedicated to 
breaking the cycle of disadvantage 
and giving Australians the chance to 
achieve greatness.

The reality is that homelessness 
is an ongoing battle for some and it’s 
a battle that is hard to win by your-
self. This week I implore you to 
take the time to look into the issue 
of homelessness, read about how it 
affects our nation and most impor-
tantly our people.

Father Chris Riley
Youth Off The Streets

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

You have to feel sorry for Donald Trump, 
don’t you? There he is, a maverick prop-
erty developer with enough nowse to make 
himself a billionaire who decides that he 
could make himself even more high-pro-
fi le than he was already by running for 
President of the USA.

Politically he’s a fascist, so he sought the 
Republican nomination where his racism, 
misogyny and hostility towards climate sci-
ence would be right at home. Capitalism’s 
leading role in the USA is not under any real 
threat at present, although China (in associa-
tion with Russia) is steadily working to make 
US global economic dominance a thing of the 
past. Which is why China’s mammoth “Belt 
and Road” initiative has chilled Wall Street and 
the Pentagon equally.

But future worries aside, US capitalism is 
still securely in charge at home and although 
it is certainly in diffi culties, it has no need at 
present to resort to its defence of last resort: 
fascism. That may change in the future if the 
Bernie Sanders “revolution” gathers strength, 
but for now corporate America feels per-
fectly secure under the protection of bourgeois 
democracy.

However, even though the Republican 
Party has no intention of imposing fas-
cism on the USA at this time, the party nev-
ertheless welcomed Trump’s candidacy, for 
despite the way capitalism’s spokespersons 
ballyhoo their much vaunted democracy, 
the powers-that-be in America are not at all 
pleased when the people’s democratic wishes 
begin to impinge on corporate profi t making. 

Environmentally-driven regulations on the coal 
and oil industries were seen as undue govern-
ment “interference” with business, and Trump 
was not only sympathetic but enthusiastic in 
his condemnation of such measures and his 
promises to “fi x” them.

It probably did no harm that his run for 
the Presidency was not only backed by his 
personal fortune but also by some other bil-
lionaires with interests in coal and oil. Trump 
of course is totally in favour of expanding the 
fossil fuel industries (global warming is just a 
myth, after all, isn’t it?).

As we know, the election was a triumph 
for bourgeois democracy: Trump was elected 
President even though he actually got less 
votes than his main opponent, Hilary Clinton 
while a multitude of electors were struck off 
the rolls or otherwise prevented from voting 
and – as in previous elections – a huge number 
of people simply gave up and did not partic-
ipate (after all, when your choice ultimately 
boils down to Trump or Clinton, what’s the 
point, eh? I mean, why bother?)

Once installed in the White House, Trump 
lost no time in enacting measures to appease 
his backers, expanding off-shore oil drill-
ing and drilling in the Arctic as well as other 
attacks on the environment. He actually pulled 
America out of the Paris climate accords 
which the whole of the rest of the world had 
acclaimed as a triumph. He has demanded that 
his NATO allies all expand their arms budg-
ets, boosting the arms race to the delight of US 
arms manufacturers who supply much of the 
world.

However, he seems to have no interest in 
the subtleties of international relations, prefer-
ring the kind of “deal-making” that he’s used 
to. But just because sections of big business 
are prepared to support you while your policies 
help make them richer does not mean that they 
will support you while you pursue your own 
concerns. As Trump has found in the wake of 
his summit in Helsinki with his Russian coun-
terpart Vladimir Putin.

Trump’s attempt to cut through the bullshit 
and reach an understanding with the Russian 
leader has outraged his advisers, the leaders of 
the Republican Party, and the US Intelligence 
industry, all of whom have a vested interest in 
promoting and sustaining a renewed Cold War.

For their part, the Democrats are equally 
bellicose, trying to out-do the Republicans in 
anti-Russian posturing. Prominent Democrat 
supporter and anti-Trump campaigner, TV per-
sonality Samantha Bee actually lowered herself 
to the level of trying to score laughs by sneer-
ing at Putin for being short! The world’s people 
may favour detente but the US political and 
media establishment clearly does not. Having 
a bogeyman to hate and fear makes their life a 
lot simpler and Vladimir Putin fi lls that bill at 
present.

As I have pointed out in previous posts, 
the US political establishment needs the 
American people to be more or less perma-
nently embroiled in a state of paranoia: fear 
of Russia, fear of foreigners generally, fear 
of undocumented immigrants, fear of dark-
skinned people, fear of Muslims, and above all 
Fear of Karmunists!

This prevailing paranoia explains why 
there are so many guns in so many American 
homes. The American people have had it 
drummed into them that having lots of nuclear 
weapons makes their country safe and having 
lots of hand guns and rifl es in the house makes 
them safe at home. Both could not be further 
from the truth.

Trump’s confl icting strategy of coercing 
America’s NATO allies into boosting their 
“defence” spending (which of course takes 
some of the fi nancial pressure off the US) 
while simultaneously presenting himself as 
a statesman building bridges with Russia has 
caused American patriots and war-hawks to 
denounce him as nothing short of a traitor.

The situation has been further confused 
and confounded by the continuing efforts of 
the Democrats to uncover evidence of collu-
sion between Russia and the Trump campaign 
during the Presidential election. Indictments 
have been issued against a whole raft of people 
identified as “Russian intelligence agents” 
(they must have lousy cover, is all I can say.)

It has been pointed out in a previous post 
that any hacking by Russians of the Democrats’ 
campaign was much more likely to be con-
nected to the desire of Russia’s oligarchs and 
their criminal associates to see someone like 
them – an American oligarch (Trump) – in the 
Oval Offi ce rather than a confi rmed tool of 
Wall Street (Hilary Clinton).

Meanwhile poor old Trump blunders on 
treading on toes in all directions. How long 
will it be before they decide to remove him, I 
wonder? 

Trump 
the 
traitor?
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SAN DIEGO: Not all superheroes 
are white men.

Yet, if we are to go by main-
stream popular culture, you might 
be hard pressed to fi nd many super-
heroes that break that single mould. 
In modern day times, when people 
think about human-like beings with 
supernatural strength who fi ght the 
forces of evil in stories of fi ction, 
what have often come to mind are 
characters like Superman, Captain 
America, Spider-Man, and a slew of 
other (usually white, usually male) 
beings.

These symbols of strength and 
tales of valour are often looked to by 
young people across races as prime 
examples of stories that embody 
principles of modern day mythol-
ogy. Yet, these single mould charac-
ters don’t give much space to readers 
who don’t look like them, come from 
their country, or even speak their 
native language. And with a major-
ity of the world not being white men, 
a growing need to create characters 
that refl ect the world we live in, and 
the people who live in it, is seen as 
essential by many creatives.

This is especially true for a coun-
try such as India, with a wealth of 
mythological stories, and a popu-
lation of 600 million young people 
under the age of 25. The production 
company, Graphic India, is taking on 
the tasks of creating modern Indian 
superheroes, that function outside of 
the Western and European gaze, for 
a world of youth living in the age of 
globalisation.

During a panel at Comic Con 
International: San Diego (SDCC), 
Graphic India co-founder and crea-
tor Sharad Devarajan (Chakra: The 
Invincible) led a session discuss-
ing globalisation, the new diver-
sity in comic book publishing, and 
the resurgence of Indian and global 
superheroes. Devarajan also gave an 
exclusive sneak peek at development 
art from Graphic India’s new global 
superhero team, created with super-
star soccer icon, Cristiano Ronaldo 
called Striker Force 7.

“For me, great superheroes are 
more than just capes, masks, and 
tights. They’re the modern mythol-
ogy module. Transcending race, 
religion, and culture, speaking to 
us in the primal language of human 
creativity,” Devarajan stated. The 
Graphic India co-founder spoke 
of his love for superheroes and 
his 2004 project, in which he did 
an Indian retelling of the popular 

Marvel character Spider-Man, in 
which he made the main character 
Peter Parker, a young white male, 
into Pavitr Prabhakar, a young Indian 
man. The limited series ran for four 
issues in collaboration with Marvel’s 
former editor-in-chief Stan Lee.

Devarajan explained that 
although his Spider-Man retelling 
sparked a trend of western heroes 
being remade for international mar-
kets, of “west going east,” he real-
ised there was a lack of east going 
west, in particular, Indian charac-
ters being marketed to India and the 
whole world.

“Characters from Pokemon, 
Yu-Gi-Oh, and Dragon Ball Z, were 
becoming household names around 
the world. Korea, China, and Japan 
were building multi-billion dollar 
character ecosystems. Yet, the coun-
try with the largest youth population 
had the smallest piece,” Devarajan 
said. Looking deeper into the origin 
of most superhero tales being a 
reflection of larger social issues, 
he explained that he began to ask 
himself, “What is the story of our 
generation?”

That story, Devarajan concluded, 
is the story of globalisation. “Never 
before have we seen such an inter-
connected world moving at digital 
speed than right now. It’s the story 
of our lifetime, and it’s clear India 
needs to create content that speaks 
to that story,” he said. Devarajan 
explained that the goal of Graphic 
India was clear: To create stories 
that are uniquely Indian but speak to 
people on a global level.

One of the company’s projects is 
the series 18 Days, in collaboration 
with playwright, graphic novelist and 
Batman writer Grant Morrison. The 
series is based on the Kurukshetra 
war from the Indian epic The 
Mahabharata, also known as “the 
great tale of the Bhārata dynasty.” 
Devarajan explained that the story 
of Mahabharata is, “one of the great-
est mythic stories in human creation, 
known by billions.” 

He went further to add, “This is 
our version of that story. Our vision 
of it is to really tap into this mythic 
wonder of India. Growing up in the 
[United] States I could never under-
stand the fascination with western 
myths when we [Indians] were sit-
ting on stories that made Lord of the 
Rings, Avatar, times a million in that 
way. Long before James Cameron 
made Avatar, we had the fi rst blue-
skinned guy with a bow and arrow. 
It’s time to reclaim those mythic 
roots.”

Chakra The Invincible is another 
superhero created by Devarajan, in 
collaboration with Stan Lee, that tells 
the story of an Indian boy that cre-
ates a technology suit that activates 
the mystical chakras. Devarajan 
explained that the story itself refl ects 
a major difference between Western 
and Eastern culture. “The theme I 
always fi nd unique about Indian cul-
ture as well is that in the West there’s 
a thick line between science and spir-
ituality, [while] in India that line is 
very grey.”

The character of Chakra 
launched on the Cartoon Network in 
2013, with an additional two movie 
sequels in 2016 and 2017. Devarajan 
displayed a picture of a young white 
boy from the United States with a 
Chakra costume on, noting that there 
are Midwestern kids dressing up as 
Indian superheroes. “It shows what 
we’re aiming for.” He announced 
that there are plans for a live-action 
Bollywood movie for the character 
in the works. The character has also 
been used in collaboration with the 
United Nations to push messaging 
involving gender equality, sustaina-
ble energy goals, and environmental 
activism.

Another topic Graphic India is 
tackling is violence against women 
and female empowerment. An 
upcoming series will be a modern 
continuation of the Indian myth King 
Vikram and Betaal The Vampire. 
The story tells of a king (Vikram) 
who went against a vampire named 
Betaal. “Long before Bram Stoker’s 
Dracula, India created the fi rst vam-
pire,” Devarajan expressed. 

The upcoming project, entitled 
“Viki Blood,” takes place in Delhi, 
India, with a strong woman protago-
nist – a descendant of Vikram – hunt-
ing down a predator that is attacking 
young women of Delhi. In relation 
to a recent study that Dehli, India is 
one of the worst places in the world 
for sexual violence against women, 
Devarajan noted, “In Delhi there 
have been such atrocities towards 
women there, [we] created a power-
ful female hero [now], that also pays 
homage to the roots of this original 
story.”

“A lot of comics still push prob-
lematic stereotypes,” Devarajan 
noted. “We [Graphic India] are not 
perfect either, but we’re continu-
ously seeing if we can push these 
boundaries and myths to see if we 

can make them more relevant and 
also aspirational.” Speaking to the 
struggle of survival and livelihood 
in India, he went further, “This is 
the fi rst generation in India that is 
growing up with hope [bigger aspi-
rations for success], and also hope is 
being shattered.”

Recent studies have shown that 
work in India is often hard to fi nd, as 
there are fewer vacancies in employ-
ment than people who would like to 
fi ll them, along with only 2.3 per-
cent of the workforce having formal 
training. “When hope gets shattered, 
many things can happen. India has 
a risk with that many young people 
coming into the workforce very fast. 
How do we empower and galvanize 
that hope, and empower a nation,” 
Devarajan asked.

Speaking to the hope for the 
future of representation of Indian 
superheroes, and to the prosperity 
of India as a whole, Devarajan con-
cluded in his presentation, “We are 
trying to tell the story of that massive 
youth that wants to see change in the 
country. I think we have an incred-
ible 20 years ahead of us.”
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The season of the good old summer “fayre” 
is here and many will be heading off to eat 
tea and scones and take part in the tombola 
at their local village fete.

There, it’s a good bet, they will hear of 
local people’s concerns that new housing 
developments foisted on them by the govern-
ment will ruin the character of their idyllic 
rural community.

But the myth of tranquil village life was 
well and truly exploded in the Victorian age 
when many writers concluded that life in 
England’s small rural communities was not 
a simple idyll of tea, vicars and charitable 
works.

For many people, especially those who 
may not have visited Britain, the most acces-
sible pictures of village life are those painted 
in novels. Who can forget the timeless por-
trait of life in a sleepy Dorset community 
in PG Wodehouse’s Blandings series or EF 
Benson’s Mapp and Lucia books, set in a fi c-
tional Sussex village? But fi ction has also been 
highlighting the negatives of village living for 
more than a century.

The “greetings card” scenario of village 
life was established early. In her memoir Our 
Village, published in fi ve volumes between 
1824 and 1832, Mary Mitford, who lived at 
Three Mile Cross near Reading in Berkshire, 
gives us a classic rendition of peaceful vil-
lage life. There are quaint depictions of serv-
ants, chaste suitors, elderly brides and grooms, 
blacksmiths and Gypsy fortune tellers.

Our Village contains all the myths of 

village life. Everyone is familiar – a village 
is a little world “where we know everyone, 
are known to everyone, interested in everyone 
and authorised to hope that everyone feels an 
interest in us.”

There are no newcomers, nobody is sys-
tematically excluded and nobody is living a 
secret or misunderstood life. Poverty is rel-
egated to the margins. There’s only the occa-
sional mention of the workhouse and, Mitford 
assures her readers, the village is a collec-
tion of cottages, not “fi ne mansions fi nely 
peopled.”

But even in the 1820s, such a village felt 
under threat from the railways, improved 
roads and the increasing size of the towns 
of the industrialised North. And no sooner 
did Mitford complete Our Village than other 
authors began to parody or correct her vision.

Elizabeth Gaskell’s Cranford (1853), 
a gentle text, is still very positive about life 
in a confi ned locality. Although Cranford is 
a town outside “Drumble” – her stand-in for 
Manchester – it resembles Mitford’s village in 
that everyone knows each other and the narra-
tive is focused on a limited set of characters.

In the case of this novel, and so many 
others in the tradition, the main characters 
are women and it is women’s unpaid labour 
that makes the community run smoothly. Yet 
Gaskell gently mocks her characters Matty 
Jenkyns, Miss Pole and Mrs Jamieson for their 
conventionality, triviality and timidity.

The women follow strict social rules, with 
an entire chapter revolving around whether 
these august personages should stoop to visit a 
former ladies’ maid who has set up a milliner’s 

shop and hence was “in trade.” In another 
chapter, the women grow fearful of outsiders 
when they hear of a cluster of burglaries in the 
neighbourhood, which proves to be founded 
on rumour.

Thomas Hardy’s villages, such as 
Weatherbury in Far from the Madding Crowd
(1874) or Marlott in Tess of the D’Urbervilles 
(1891), are idyllic in some ways but not in 
others. Shepherds are close enough to nature 
to saunter out of their huts at night to tell the 
time by stars and the slow pace of life allows 
for ample opportunity for community and fl ir-
tation. Yet sexual transgressions are treated to 
the full judgement of an unforgiving commu-
nity and questions of money and class inter-
rupt any readers’ expectations of rural bliss.

These books sold well in the US, even 
though villages there were subject to dra-
matic population shifts westward and indus-
trial development. Writers in the US sought to 
reinforce or contest Mitford’s vision.

After reading Mitford and migrating to a 
new village in Michigan, Caroline Kirkland 
wrote A New Home, Who’ll Follow? (1839), 
which mercilessly satirised her vulgar frontier 
neighbours and the wealthier eastern newcom-
ers. When her neighbours read the novel, they 
ostracised her and she never wrote anything as 
trenchant again.

Although the US regionalism that fl our-
ished in the latter quarter of the 19th cen-
tury is known for romantic visions of village 
life, upon closer examination key writ-
ers such as Sarah Orne Jewett and Mary E 
Wilkins Freeman reveal many of village life’s 
negatives.

If Gaskell acknowledges in Cranford that 
her ladies’ kindness to the poor is “somewhat 
dictatorial,” Freeman’s A Mistaken Charity 
(1883) takes this point to its logical conclusion. 
Two elderly sisters living happily in their dilap-
idated cottage are visited by Mrs Simonds, a 
woman who is “a smart, energetic person, 
bent on doing good.” Mrs Simonds arranges 
to take Charlotte and Harriet to the poorhouse, 
where they are forced to wear lace caps and sit 
indoors. Charlotte and Harriet run away.

By the 1910s, there was a literary “revolt 
from the village,” and writers including 
Sherwood Anderson focused on the sexual 
repression of small town life. Although 
Anderson’s Winesburg, Ohio, published in 
1919, is set in a town, it is one of 1,800 people, 
far smaller than many British villages today.

Meanwhile, Stella Gibbons parodied rural 
melodramas in Cold Comfort Farm (1932), in 
which, instead of graciously fi tting in like the 
urban narrators of Jewett’s fi ction, Flora Poste, 
a visitor from London, forces the members of 
a dysfunctional family to follow their individ-
ual desires rather than their family destiny.

According to these writers, villages can be 
conformist, unimaginative, repressive, nepo-
tistic. These fi ctions imply that villages will be 
harder to maintain now that women have other 
outlets for their energies.

The negatives come from the same source 
as the positives in village life and people who 
wish to defend villages, and the tradition of 
rural living, should remember this literary 
ambivalence and the fact that it has gone on 
for more than 100 years.
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