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My health record
OPT OUT NOW

Anna Pha

The My Health Record is not proving to be
quite as popular as hoped for. Thousands of
people flocked to the website following the
announcement that they had a window of
opportunity to opt out between July 16 and
October 15. The site crashed! First failure
of the digitalised, centralised collection of
health and other personal information.

Australians have until October 15 to opt
out of My Health Record (MHR). If they do
not opt out then they will be automatically
“opted-in” by the health authorities.

According to the government’s My Health
website, 5.9 million Australians already have
a My Health Record and 12,900 health pro-
fessionals are registered with My Health.
The aim is to sign up all Australians and their
families.

In theory, it sounds good. As the govern-
ment suggests, it could provide health profes-
sionals with an immediate record of a patient’s
medical history, including mental illness, medi-
cations and allergies.

This could in some instances prove to be
lifesaving, such as in an emergency department
of a hospital or for paramedics. The promise
that individuals have control over what can be
put on their MHR, who can access it and what
they can access sounds reassuring.

If you are not sure what you want to do,
you could adopt a wait and see approach and
opt out now as it is always possible to opt in
later. In theory it is possible to opt out at any
time, but the actual physical removal of your
data is problematic.

Secure?

Medicare claims: “My Health Record has
multi-layered and strong safeguards in place to
protect your information including encryption,

firewalls, secure login, authentication mecha-
nisms and audit logging.”

No one who is being honest can give an
iron clad guarantee regarding security.

There are serious security issues.

The MHR is linked to a myGov account
which is the online gateway to other gov-
ernment agencies, including the Australian
Taxation Office (ATO), JobSearch, Centrelink,
Child Support, Department of Veterans’
Affairs, My Aged Care, the National Disability
Insurance Scheme, and the National Redress
Scheme.

There have already been serious breaches
with ATO data and Department of Human
Services with health data, the latter being due
to human error.

The Office of the Australian Information
Commissioner, in its first report since the noti-
fiable data breaches scheme came into force
in February this year, found that 24 percent
of eligible notifications were from health care
providers.

In the UK, a similar scheme called care.
data with an almost identical privacy frame-
work, was cancelled after two years in 2016
when it was found to be selling patient data to
pharmaceutical and insurance companies.

Tim Kelsey, the man in charge of setting up
the British scheme, is also in charge of imple-
menting My Health Record in Australia!

Phil Booth, the coordinator of British pri-
vacy group Medconfidential, described the
similarities as “extraordinary.”

“The parallels are incredible,” he said. “It
looks like it is repeating itself, almost like a
rewind or a replay. The context has changed
but what is plainly obvious to us from the other
side of the planet, is that this system seems to
be the 2018 replica of the 2014 care.data.”
(theguardian.com, 22-07-2018)

The MHR says people can elect for

information not to be used for secondary pur-
poses. But what does that mean in practice?
What secondary purposes is it talking about?

The government plans to add these addi-
tional uses and access to data AFTER people
have decided whether to opt out. They are
likely to include police, military, intelli-
gence organisations and certain commercial
organisations.

It is ridiculous to expect people to make
a decision about opting in or out when they
don’t know what it is they are dealing with —
an excellent reason on its own to opt out.

Even if the government had specified these
secondary purposes, there is nothing to stop
more being added at a later date. For example,
the government claims that the data will not be
used to assess eligibility for benefits. Then for
what other reason is it linked to your myGov
records with CentreLink, JobSearch, the ATO
and all the other agencies. You don’t link some-
thing unless you want to use it!

As for government promises, they are
worthless. When the then Labor Health
Minister Nicola Roxon introduced My Health
there was a promise that it would an be opt-in
only system.

Big Brother

There are some quite worrying aspects
to the whole scheme and where it is heading.
There have been a number of attempts to intro-
duce a national ID system.

The Labor government was forced by
public pressure to abandon the idea of the
national identity card, the Australia Card, in
the 1980s.

Then a Coalition government failed to gain
enough support in 2007 for its Access Card — a
smart card with a digital photo, a number and
personal information. Health information could
be added on a voluntary basis. It would replace
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17 health and social services cards within the
Human Services portfolio.

Despite these defeats, successive govern-
ments have been gradually eroding the privacy
and democratic rights of Australians.

Of course, the way to provide a truly uni-
versal health system available to all is a fully
funded Medicare and the scrapping of the $6
billion of taxpayers’ money being handed
over to the parasitic private health insurance
corporations.

Opt out

It is strongly recommended that readers
and their families opt out. It is always possible
to opt in at a later date.

To opt out, go online to the website
myhealthrecord.gov.au. If you have not signed
up for myGov that will be necessary.

As for people who lack access to a com-
puter and the internet, have limited or no
English literacy, opting out online is virtually
impossible.

People with a disability, the elderly, the
homeless and many others will be shut out of
the having any option unless they have family
who can help. Otherwise they will be opted in,
most likely without their knowledge.

It does give a phone number on the web-
site to ring if you need assistance. Or it is
possible to go into a Department of Human
Services office and join the long queue to seek
assistance.

On top of that, it requires a certain level
of medical literacy to make notes about your
conditions and decide what you want included
on your record, who is given access or denied
access to each record.

If you do have a life threatening medical
condition such as a serious allergy or suffer
from epilepsy, it may be wiser to opt in by
taking no action. &
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Goin’ West

It is instructive to note that the snake oil salesmen pushing to
have a promotional vehicle for Western Civilisation — essentially
a right-wing recruiting station and think tank — inserted into one
of the major universities, were taken aback when their million-
dollar bribe in the guise of a donation, was rejected by the ANU,
on principled academic grounds.

The million-dollar bribe is the telling element here: that the
protagonists of this born-to-rule take on “Civilisation” want to
promote through Australia’s public centres of higher learning, a
system based on theft; after all, it is by definition corrupt, and
bribery is one of the main means of getting business done.

The Guardian in a future issue will deal with the ideologi-
cal and philosophical class nature of this push with examples of
brute intrusion and Cold War control in universities in the United
States. For now we offer some examples of the characteristics of
its domination/submission/exploiter/exploited ideals.

Firstly it is the rich, the well-born and the able who manifestly
should be in charge of government. The logic runs as follows: that
the rich are rich because they are able; the poor on the other hand
were poor because they were not able.

In all this it is to be assumed that it was natural for the rulers
of societies based upon the private ownership of the means of
production, that acquisitiveness was the essence of “human nature”,
and the more acquisitive one was the more notably human was he;
the very word “success” connotes wealth.

It follows also that such ownership means ownership also of the
very land from which wealth is fundamentally derived, and owner-
ship of the earth inheres in God who has designated earthly rulers
in clearly defined hierarchical patterns, and that these divinely-
anointed ones hold their property in accordance with His will.

Hence the Sovereign: it is in him personally that the sovereignty
of the political entity resides. His person was to be adorned with
symbols of supreme power and dignity, and his name gilded with
phrases such as His Supreme Highness, His Majesty, His Eminence,
His Most Worshipful Person, The Sun God, The Supreme Ruler
and other monuments to verbal ingenuity when people are properly
impelled and sufficiently rewarded.

In terms of such civilisation, the private ownership of the means
of production forms its basic ingredient, the protection of which
is the end purpose of the existence of government and the state.

The state is necessary because, as we know, the poor are always
with us: it is necessary to see that in their ignorance, avarice and
sinfulness do not destroy the social order, civilisation itself.

(It is needed also to ensure that no one element of the propertied
class so far forget themselves as to seek to usurp all power for
themselves.)

Those pushing for their concept of Western Civilisation under-
stand that at this crucial point in the history of capitalism with its
boom and bust cycle (always paid for by the working people) that
politics must be first and foremost confined to struggles between the
propertied members of the ruling class, not between the propertied
and propertyless.

In conclusion, two pertinent quotes as food for thought.

Louis XIV of France, at the emergence of the modern French
state — that is, that France existed in French men and French
women, that they make up France, they are France and Louis’
instance: “The State, I am the State”, discovering that France was
not Louis, but the French people (soon after in the midst of the
French Revolution he lost his head).

And Mohandas Gandhi, the leader of India’s liberation from
more than 200 years of British colonial occupation, who when
asked by reporters, “What do you think of Western Civilisation?”,
replied, “I think it would be a good idea.”
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Eighteenth century
conditions thru an app

Food delivery riders last week
received an email saying the com-
pany could “not locate” their con-
tracts and gave them just seven
days to send in their contract or
sign a new one. The new contract
contained extra provisions shift-
ing liability for non-delivery of
food to riders.

“Food delivery riders are denied
basic rights. They are refused mini-
mum pay, are forced to work shifts
for no pay, have no collective bar-
gaining rights while the companies
refuse to pay for workers’ compensa-
tion when workers get injured on the
job. Now these companies are being
shown to bully their staff into agree-
ing to clauses which will further
take away their rights,” said Tony
Sheldon, Transport Workers’ Union
national secretary.

“If you are a contractor or an
employee you should have rights.
These companies are knowingly
operating a system of exploitation
and trying to maintain eighteenth
century conditions through an app.
But riders are fighting back. They are

standing up against this exploitation
and they are organising to hit back
against a system that denies them
rights,” he added.

Foodora recently sent threaten-
ing emails to its riders stating they
would be suspended from their jobs
if they did not send in their pass-
ports and visas. A former Foodora
food delivery rider earlier this month
began the first unfair dismissal hear-
ing involving a rider.

The TWU previously criticised
Foodora over leaked internal emails
which showed the company was
aware it was engaging in sham-con-
tracting. Bike couriers working for
transport operators have won rates
and conditions well above transport
awards.

Former Foodora rider, Josh
Klooger, and the TWU are taking
an unfair dismissal case against
Foodora. Josh was terminated after
speaking out about low pay and poor
conditions.

“Riders deserve fair rates, super-
annuation and protections when they
are sick and injured on the job. We

deserve the right to be able to chal-
lenge unfair sackings and to be able
to speak out about the way we are
treated. I spoke out because Foodora
was slashing rates for new riders and
ended up losing my job. That’s not
fair, riders deserve better,” Klooger
said.

Hundreds of riders have pro-
tested in Sydney and Melbourne
over poor conditions and to demand
rights. A survey of riders has shown
three out of every four riders is paid
below minimum rates.

The rider survey also found:

Almost 50% of riders had either
been injured on the job or knew
someone who had.

Over 70% of riders said they
should get entitlements such as sick
leave.

3 in 4 (76%) riders work 20 or
more hours per week.

Over 26% work more than 40
hours a week.

The average age is just under 26
years. &

Call for corporate
manslaughter laws

PRESS FUND

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission says
there’s no need to subsidise solar power installation beyond 2021
because the price of installation has fallen, and because taxpayers,
including non-solar households, have to pay 40c/week under the
subsidy scheme. But eliminating subsidies would put the price of
solar installation even further beyond the reach of economically-
deprived households, leaving them no escape from crippling energy
bills, and hindering the reduction of carbon emissions. The human
race is struggling with climate change, and abolition of subsidies
would only benefit the coal industry and energy corporations that
run polluting coal-fired power stations. We’ll be covering this
crucial issue, but we need your help, so please send in a Press Fund
contribution for the next edition if you possibly can. Many thanks
to this week’s supporters, as follows:

Dr G Dittura $10, FK $50, MM $10, “Rough Red” $5,
“Round Figure” $15, Noel Hazard $50

This week’s total: $140 Progressive total: $5,475

The ACTU Congress has passed a motion affirming

Australian unions’ ongoing commitment to wide-

ranging reform on OHS issues, including national

industrial manslaughter laws which would hold
companies to account for workers Kkilled by their
negligence, systemic reform of all major OHS bodies,
the total eradication of asbestos and the effective
enforcement of a long-standing but ineffective ban
on imports contaminated with the deadly substance.

“One death or injury at work is one too many. We
need to change the rules so that every worker in Australia,
from construction to offices to the gig economy, can rely
on a safe and healthy workplace,” said ACTU assistant
secretary Michael Borowick .

“Industrial manslaughter legislation will ensure that
employers are held accountable when people die because
they are trying to cut corners and save money. No worker
should be put at risk to save their employer a few dollars.

“The 2003 ban on asbestos importation isn’t work-
ing, and workers are the ones who will suffer as a result.
Enforcement of this ban should be a priority for the
Turnbull Government, but instead they are giving $80
billion to big business.

“We need root and branch reform of all major OHS
bodies to ensure that all workers are safe at work and get
to go home to their families.”

The Motion states that the ACTU commits to and
will work towards:

1. The introduction of corporate manslaughter laws;

2. Preventing the use of corporate restructuring
practices and insurance arrangements to avoid OHS
penalties;

3. Meaningful measures, including dedicated laws, to
tackle fatigue in the road transport industry;

4. Enshrining the health rights of workers in national
OHS regulatory regime;

5. Significantly strengthening the importation ban on
asbestos so it is effectively enforced, this includes
removing legal loopholes;

6. Appropriate resourcing for the Asbestos Safety and
Eradication Agency

7. Improved consumer laws to protect the community
from hazardous imported goods and which allow the

Australian Consumer and Competition Commission
to act in real time;

8. Increasing the role of workers and unions in the
work of OHS regulators;

9. Transforming key national OHS bodies such
as Comcare, the Safety, Rehabilitation and
Compensation Commission, the National Heavy
Vehicle Regulator, National Rail Safety Regulator;
Federal Safety Commissioner and the National
Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental
Management Authority into effective regulators with
the active involvement of workers and their unions;

10.Enhancing co-ordination and cooperation between
OHS regulators and policy making bodies at a
national and state and territory level;

11.The mandating of crush protection devices on quad
bikes;

12.The establishment of a new federal body to oversee

Support The Guardian
by donating to Press Fund

1

People like you are all scoundrels.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

I do not mind if a hundred have hanged themselves.

Henry IV rebuffs a petitioner, brother of woman who had hanged her six young
children and herself after being made destitute by the King’s most recent tax.

the chemical regulatory regime. &
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Media bias and East Timor

Jo Dunleavy

In regard to the report on East
Timor in last week’s Guardian
(“A very Australian coup”) the
Australian media was brought in
to assist the Australian govern-
ment’s coup plan at the time of
the East Timor “ballot consulta-
tion” on independence in 1999
and its independent government,
from the time of its election in
2002.

In any regime change operation
this is an essential ingredient so that
thousands of unsuspecting citizens
are brainwashed by mythical prom-
ises and deliberate lies to cover up
the real intentions of those who are
directing the coup from centres that
are not revealed.

The reports of the extraordinarily
biased ABC journalists were clearly
part of the campaign to remove Mari
Alkatiri and to promote dissident
forces who would work closely with
Australia.

A 7.30 Report interview of Mari
Alkatiri with Kerry O’Brien was
remarkable for its viciousness and
bias. Similarly a Four Corners pro-
gram on the East Timor situation pre-
sented by Liz Jackson either reveals
the influence of the extreme right-
wing government appointees to the
ABC Board by the then Howard
government or that in other ways
ABC journalists have been recruited
to play a part in the Australian
Government’s coup agenda. Anne
Barker, the ABC’s journalist in Dili
is another who is equally biased in
her reporting.

All major Australian newspapers
and their journalists played a similar
role. They consistently demonised
Mari Alkatiri and promoted any and
every rumour that was biased against
the elected government. They had
no intention of upholding democ-
racy when a government not to their
liking was elected.

Australia
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The Australian media consistently demonised Mari Alkatiri and promoted any and every rumour that was biased against the elected government.

The media promoted the story
that Fretilin government forces
had massacred 60 civilians which
were said to be buried in a mass
grave in Dili. It was claimed that a
church official had a list of the vic-
tims. However, it was subsequently
found that there was no list and no
massacre.

The story was quietly dropped
except by the continuing innuendo
of killings and rampage alleged to be
the responsibility of the government
whereas most were carried out by
forces attempting to stage the coup.

Events were turned on their
head. For example, the burning and
looting in Dili which was carried out

by those opposed to the government
was blamed on Mari Alkatiri. The
victim was blamed while the per-
petrators were supported and their
crimes covered up.

Creating social
conflicts

Another characteristic of coup
plots is the stirring up of social con-
flicts, the organising of demonstra-
tors to take part in actions on the
streets and make demands which slot
into the coup’s objectives.

Although there is little by way
of ethnic differences in East Timor,
an alleged conflict between Western

and Eastern parts of the country was
manufactured.

There was and still is wide-
spread unemployment in East Timor.
It remains one of the poorest coun-
tries. It is therefore not difficult to
stir up the unemployed and poor sec-
tions of the population, especially
young people, who can, perhaps for
payment, be persuaded to jump on
a truck, wave a slogan and chant a
chorus of demands.

It was not long before the
anti-government demonstrators
appeared with well-prepared ban-
ners. The demonstrators were
obviously organised from some
undisclosed centre and by political

organisations that wished to remain
in the shadows.

Similar movements have
appeared in a number of other coun-
tries where anti-government coups
have been organised, sometimes
successfully. The so-called “orange”
revolution in the Ukraine is one
example. There, thousands of dem-
onstrators were paid to stay in the
square in Kharkov to make it appear
that there was mass support for the
coup organisers. In Poland demon-
strators were successful in bringing
the extreme right-wing Lech Walesa
to power (for a time). Similar tac-
tics are being used in Venezuela
today. @

tpearson@cpa.org.au

From the Archives

Guardian, October 2000

FNE SERMON, REVEREND, BUTA BIT FINANCIALLY
UNSOUND. AFTER ALL, THE MEEK COULDN'T AFFORD

TO PAY THE INHERITANCE TAX,

L Ll

HELP help

Workers with student loan HELP
debts have been spared having to
pay their loans back sooner after
the federal government failed to
get its Higher Education Support
Legislation Amendment (Student
Loan Sustainability) Bill 2018
through the Senate before the end
of the financial year.

The legislation would have
resulted in the income threshold at
which students must start repaying
their HELP loans dropping from
about $56,000 to $45,000 from July
1, this year.

Despite the government hoping
its legislation would pass the
Senate after it appeared to secure
enough crossbench support, debate
is expected to resume in August to
allow more Senators to speak on the
changes.

The National Tertiary Education
Union (NTEU) has been a vocal
critic of the changes which would
be another significant setback for a
younger generation already strug-
gling with an increasingly precari-
ous employment market and soaring
living costs.

The union is concerned the
lower repayment threshold will also
make life harder for older students
who may be juggling family, work
and study, as well as women who,
on average earn less over a lifetime,
and have lower post-graduation
salaries.

The NTEU welcomed Labor
and the Greens remaining steadfast
in their opposition to the Bill, and
urged all Senators to rethink their
support for the government’s pro-
posal when debate resumes. &

Celebrate with

Comrade Max Hunt

The Sydney Central branch is
celebrating Max Hunt's 95th birthday
and 77 years membership of the CPA.

Join us to celebrate with him a life of inspiration and achievements.

Please contact the Party (Tom or Linda 02 9699 8844) if you would like to
come down the south coast on Sunday July 29 from 10 am to 4 pm.
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First Nations Workers Alliance

A campaign

against modern
slavery

Hannah Middleton spoke with Lara Watson, an Indigenous officer at the ACTU and the spokesperson
for the First Nations Workers Alliance (FNWA).

Ms Watson says the FNWA wants to bring the issue of Aboriginal wages and conditions back into
the national spotlight and has the aim of bringing an end to the federal government’s Community

Development Program (CDP).

A report from the Australia Institute has found that the Turnbull government's remote work-for-the-
dole program is racially discriminatory, incredibly punitive, ineffective and expensive compared to
metropo|itc1n work-for-the-dole programs.

Hannah: Lara, can you tell us
something about yourself and how
you came to be involved with the
FNWA.

Lara: I am Lara Watson, a Birri
Gubba woman from central west
Queensland.

I’ve got strong and vibrant
Aboriginal activists within my
family and I got involved in the trade
union movement about 15 years ago
trying to find my feet in activism and
the role I would play.

I started off running community
campaigns like Your Rights at Work.
I was a co-ordinator for YR@W.

The trade union movement also
allowed me to campaign on broader
Aboriginal issues I was passion-
ate about and get support around
them. One of these campaigns was
when unions got out and supported
the Mukaty when they were cam-
paigning against a nuclear waste
dump. I was also involved in the
stolen wages campaign throughout
Queensland. I advocated for Stolen
Wages claimants, on behalf of
Queensland Unions.

Hannah: What 1is the
Community Development Program?

Lara: CDP, it’s a modern form
of slavery.

CDP workers are not classified
as workers. They get well below the
minimum wage for working 25 hours
a week for non-profit and for-profit
businesses.

CDP workers aren’t covered by
any workers compensation, so if
they’re injured on the job they don’t
have access to work cover, work-
ers compensation, rehabilitation or
assessment on abilities to do activi-
ties after the injury.

They don’t have access to leave
entitlements such as carer’s leave,
annual leave or sick leave and they

don’t have superannuation.

Those under the CDP are forced
to work up to three times longer than
city-based jobseekers to receive wel-
fare payments.

We have CDP workers who have
part of their pay paid to a govern-
ment issued Basics Card or cashless
welfare card, a demeaning income
management system which serves
as the new ration system, controlling
Aboriginal spending and movement.

CDP workers have 70 times the
financial penalties imposed upon
them than non-remote dole workers.
These penalties can include having
eight weeks of payment withheld
from them.

Some workers have lost their job
and been put on CDP, but are still
performing the same job for consid-
erably less pay.

CDP workers are doing work
that is considered a waged job but
they don’t receive a wage, like fenc-
ing, council work, contracture and
administration of the 35,000 CDP
participants. Around 33,000 are
Indigenous people.

For every dollar of actual sup-
port a CDP worker receives through
the program, 70 cents is spent on
administration, making the program
incredibly expensive compared to
other work-for-the-dole schemes.

The government system that’s in
place has just kept this entrenched
poverty. It’s disesmpowering and is
harming our communities.

It is criminal what they are
doing. It’s unjust, it’s inhumane, it’s
just wrong.

Hannah: What is the First
Nations Workers Alliance?

Lara: 1 was on the ACTU
Indigenous Committee for about 10
years

We knew CDP workers needed a

Find out more about the

Communist Party
of Australia

web www.cpa.org.au

emal cpa@cpa.org.au
phone 02 9699 8844

union to represent them, in particu-
lar around occupational health and
safety, wages, a range of issues but
because the government put them
under the social security act, they’re
not actually recognised as workers in
this country so therefore there’s no
union that represents them.

This was when the First Nations
Workers Alliance was born in June
2017 because we knew that there
needed to be an organisation that
had union values that could represent
CDP workers.

We operate similar to a union
representing CDP workers.

CDP workers can join and
become FNWA members for free.
We charge Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander workers who must
be union members to join FNWA
and charge them $26 a year. Non-
Indigenous people can become a
supporter for $52 per year.

We’ve got Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander union members who
are leading this campaign. We do
have non-indigenous supporters
but the campaign is being led by
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
workers, including CDP workers.

We need to get into more com-
munities but it’s a slow process. We
won’t go into communities unless
we’ve been invited.

Looking at the communities
we’ve been out to so far, we’ve been
talking to CDP workers about some
of the issues they have on site. Our
first meeting is about getting to know
each other, our second visit we are
often met with surprise. It’s such a
shock for them that we have actually
come back and their voices are being
given back to them, but it shows
our commitment and this is where
we start delivering training to CDP
workers and by our fourth visit we
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see an empowered work place who
are campaigning on the issues they
face under CDP.

Our cultural protocols are impor-
tant to us, so we won’t go out to
community unless there has been an
invitation and we’re not going out
into communities and saying we’re
going to do it for them. It’s about lis-
tening to CDP workers and giving
them access to tools and training to
stand up against this discriminatory
program and any future programs
that get pushed on their community
causing them harm.

Our training is based on normal
union delegate training that we
deliver as unionists but it’s delivered
in a culturally appropriate manner
and tweak for our mob. It’s about
delivering skills they can use in the
long term on any issue in the future
but we as a union movement feel this
is a union issue and we will continue
to fight with CDP workers for wage
justice.

We have sent CDP workers to
Canberra to address the Federal
Indigenous caucus, which left a

lasting impression on members of
parliament who were present.

Hannah: Lara, what are your
aims for the future?

Lara: CDP needs to be eradi-
cated, any employment program
must page at least a minimum wage,
have employment conditions, OH&S
and superannuation.

There needs to be community
control, Indigenous people need to
be given autonomy and allowed to
choose how to live their lives, just
as any other citizen of Australia is
able to.”

The CDP must be replaced with
a program which creates jobs for
people in remote communities, rather
than destroying them.

I feel my responsibility is edu-
cating the broader society and
making people aware of what is hap-
pening in remote communities under
CDP because it simply isn’t reported
in the mainstream.

Our remote communities are
always the guinea pigs so if you
don’t get angry about this it will
affect you in the future. &

End “third country” lie

Twenty-three refugees flew from
Nauru to the US on July 22. The
group includes two Rohingyan
families, one couple with their
three children; the other a father
and his two sons. The rest are
single men — Rohingyan, Afghans,
Pakistanis and Tamils. The refu-
gees’ final destinations include
New York, Oregon and Colorada.
Over 1,520 people including
over 120 children remain held in
offshore detention on Manus and

Nauru with no sign that the US ban
on Iranian and Somali refugees will
be lifted.

More recognised Iranian refu-
gees on Manus Island have been
refused resettlement by the US
in the past two weeks. Similarly
Iranian and Somali refugees
on Nauru have been denied US
resettlement.

Thousands of people marched
in rallies across Australia on July
21 to expose the myth of US or

other third country resettlement
options.

“There is no US deal that is
going to resettle the majority of ref-
ugees on Manus and Nauru,” said
Ian Rintoul spokesperson for the
Refugee Action Coalition.

“The government has created a
humanitarian crisis in its offshore
prisons. We need urgent action to
bring all the refugees and asylum
seekers from Nauru and Manus
Island to Australia.” &
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Along class lines
Capitalism’s grave diggers

Laura Duggan

Industrial relations law often
works on the assumption that
both sides of a dispute are rea-
sonable entities: employers won’t
exploit or take advantage of their
workers, and in return the work-
ers won’t ask for “too much”;
and, just in case, we have trade
unions to try to keep the playing-
field level.

Given this premise, it is easy to
see why some trade unions can feel
obliged to take a conciliatory tone
about “excessive” industrial action.
Here in Ireland, the broad trade
union support (officials, not neces-
sarily workers) for the introduction
of the Industrial Relations Act in
1990 to “ban ridiculous strikes” is
one such example.

Trade unions are pressured by
political parties that they align with,
by unfair media bias and a fear of
losing public support to back laws
that restrict their own power. They
need to be seen as reasonable and
willing to play ball by the rules.
That these rules are written by, and
for the benefit of, the capitalist class
is somehow beside the point. And
even where the union movement has
strength, this strength is still justified
on the bosses’ terms.

In Canada, Québec in 1977 intro-
duced anti-scab laws that prohibit
employers under picket or who have
locked out their employees from
hiring temporary replacement work-
ers — scabs. Articles 109.1 to 109.3
of the Québec Labour Code states
that employers can replace strik-
ing workers only with management
personnel working in strike-bound
establishments who were hired
before the beginning of the strike.

These measures were introduced
with the twin goals of preventing
violence and making labour conflicts

shorter. The trade union movements
of Québec, British Columbia and
Ontario, where these laws have been
in force, still make these arguments
to defend the legislation. Shorter
and less frequent strikes means that
strikes have less of an economic
impact, and that total productivity,
the holy grail of capitalism, isn’t
harmed too greatly. However, studies
have shown that strikes have, gener-
ally, not been shortened.

One study in particular, by
the American researchers Peter
Cramton, Morley Gunderson and
Joseph Tracy, shows that the prohi-
bition on the hiring of replacement
workers is actually associated with
more frequent and longer strikes. In
fact it increases the probability that a
strike will occur, and that it will last
longer, contradicting the trade union
movement’s earnest claims.

So why are these strikes lasting
longer?

The blame for strikes in this
study (and similar ones) always
rests with the workers, as if indus-
trial action is taken in a bubble and
not brought about by employers’
actions, or lack thercof. A demand
for an increase in wages is treated as
the whim of stroppy workers, refus-
ing to get along, instead of being
demanded as a result of increased
company profit, an increased work
load, or a necessity to keep up with
inflation.

When industrial action is framed
as an action that unions and work-
ers should feel guilt over, it nullifies
the central role that business-owners
play. It is not the unions or the work-
ers who protract these disputes when
anti-scab laws are in effect but the
employers themselves. Employers
know that when they have no abil-
ity to sidestep the striking workers
by bringing in scabs, any concession
they make to these workers will not
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be one they can take back with any
ease.

Class conflict that develops the
consciousness of workers brings out
the worst instincts of the capital-
ist too and shows the true relation-
ship of worker and boss. It is naive
of unions to pin their defence of the
laws that benefit their members on
the measure of fewer days lost to
strikes when the capitalists can prove
this wrong by embracing their own
unwillingness to negotiate.

By appealing to capitalist argu-
ments of productivity to justify
workers’ actions they acquiesce in a
capitalist world view, a world view
that is an anathema to the trade union
movement.

Bizarrely, another rarely men-
tioned but more important effect of
the anti-scab legislation is the one it
has on real wages. The same study

finds that the ban on replacement
workers leads to an increase in real
wages of two percent per year, on
average. The authors estimate that the
greater wage gains exceed the losses
made by union members in terms of
additional strike days. This should be
the union’s argument, not a defence
but an acknowledgement that the
gains a strong working-class move-
ment can make by protecting them-
selves are in excess of their cost.

Union numbers are in steady
decline, and there are many reasons
for this: the face of work is chang-
ing, precariousness is commonplace,
and the job for life is dead. But this
should not be new or unfamiliar ter-
ritory for trade unions aware of their
own history. Job security is relatively
recent, and it was not a gift from the
employers but one that union mem-
bers won through struggle.

It seems to the lay person that
unions, as behemoth, faceless organ-
isations, often have more in common
with the bosses than with the workers
they claim to represent; and it isn’t
such an absurd view when the unions
have begun using the bosses’ ideas
and the bosses’ language. Wouldn’t it
be expected that they will eventually
share the bosses’ disgust?

The ill-used excuse that a trade
union is only as good as its members
rings false when it is the place of the
union to educate and empower its
membership to become a more mili-
tant and class-conscious one. To be
effective, trade unions must make
no excuses for the actions of their
members but defend them and have
no shame for the reasons they do it,
even if it means rewriting the rules.
Socialist Voice &

Fuel security, national security

The Maritime Union of Australia (MUA)
has accused the Turnbull government of
sitting on its hands over fuel security as
the union and Devonport community com-
memorate three years since the departure
of Tasmania’s last Australian crewed fuel
tanker, the Alexander Spirit.

The Alexander Spirit infamously sat for
three weeks in Devonport in July 2015, with
the Australian crew refusing to sail because
land-based workers told them they would be
sacked and replaced by an exploited foreign
crew at the next port destination.

“It is now three years since the last petrol
tanker with Australian workers on board left
Tasmania and nationally, we are now down to
just two to three weeks supply of petrol and
almost no storage capacity,” MUA assistant
national secretary lan Bray said.

“We are rallying to remember the dis-
pute and remind the then sitting Member for
Braddon, Brett Whiteley, and the Turnbull
government that it’s not good enough to sell
out Australian jobs and outsource our nation’s
fuel supplies to foreign ships and multina-
tional companies.”

Bray said the Abbott/Turnbull govern-
ment has sat on its hands over fuel security,
with the nation having been non-compli-
ant with the International Energy Agency’s
90-day fuel stockholding obligation since
March 2012.

“There are now no Australian-crewed
tankers supplying fuel to our nation, down
from 12 in the year 2000. At the same time,

the number of refineries has halved to four.
This means we now import more than 90 per-
cent of our fuel and that number is rising,”
Bray said.

MUA Tasmanian branch secretary Jason
Campbell paid tribute to the crew who refused
to sail and thanked the local Devonport com-
munity who supported the dispute three years
ago.

“The crew of the Alexander Spirit was
sacked and Tasmania lost its last fuel tanker
with Australians working on board — many
of those workers still haven’t found another
job,” Campbell said.

“Multinationals and the federal govern-
ment said it was about cost yet the price of

QR COAST OUR FUEL OUR SECURITY

AUSTRALIA NEEDS FUEL SECURITY
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petrol has gone up by more than 30 cents a
litre since then.

“Brett Whiteley stood by and let those
jobs sail over the horizon; he didn’t even stop
to address the workers whose jobs were on
the chopping block. Don’t bring him back.
Put the Liberals last at the Braddon by-elec-
tion on July 28.”

Engineers Australia told a Senate inquiry
into fuel security that Australia’s total stock-
holding of oil and liquid fuel comprised two
weeks of supply at sea, five to 12 days’ supply
at refineries, 10 days of refined stock at termi-
nals and three days at service stations.

“Australians would expect our govern-
ment to have a better plan and this would

|

involve more refining here and Australian-
crewed ships to carry it around the coast,”
Bray said.

“This isn’t only a matter of fuel security
but also national security. Unlike Australian
seafarers, foreign crews have no background
checks yet they are carrying petroleum prod-
ucts, ammonium nitrate and LNG around the
Australian coast.

“Unlike the United States, in a time of
national emergency, the Australian govern-
ment has no means to use an act of Parliament
to second ships to a merchant navy. We
simply don’t have enough Australian-
flagged and crewed ships and that needs to
change.” &
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The wrong people are in the bc

Eugene McCartan

The crisis of the capitalist economic system
continues to grow, and the imposition of
limited tariffs on steel imports, etc by the
United States is just another symptom of
this deepening crisis. The reaction of the
liberal establishment in the European
Union shows clearly its weakness in rela-
tion to the dominant economic, military
and political role of the United States.

Workers have been told that our world is
now governed by a “rules-based system”; that
is why we needed to have the “free trade” TTIP
and CETA, to cement this system. As the crisis
deepens, the fair-weather strategy of free trade
is coming under pressure, and states revert to
competitive economic measures, such as pro-
tective tariffs.

It’s not all due to an erratic Trump, how-
ever erratic he may be. The tension between
the EU and the United States is palpable, and
the alliance is under strain.

The action of Trump was to tear up the
rulebook because it does not suit the interests
of a significant sector of US capital. We have
been led to believe for decades in globalisa-
tion, neo-liberalism, “rules-based systems”;
and much of the liberal left has bought in to
this language and strategy, unable to see what it
really is: a strategy for controlling global mar-
kets and resources, for protecting the profits of
transnational corporations.

The United States is still the global impe-
rial power — economically, militarily, and
thereby politically. The EU’s imposition of tar-
iffs on a few motorbikes is more a reflection of
its own weakness. Its response for some time
has been to call for greater centralisation and
concentration of power within the EU institu-
tions, as it needs to be able to assert itself and
defend and expand its interests and even chal-
lenge the global strategy of the United States.
Hence the need to further centralise decision-
making on economic and fiscal strategy.

It also explains the growing militarisa-
tion of the EU itself, and the push for greater
national spending on armaments, building up
the independent EU military structures and
capacity.

Trade as weapon

The present struggle is not due to the
actions of an eccentric individual but rather
to real economic forces that are at play, which
express themselves in the tariff war. Workers
need to remember that the United States and
the EU have no problems imposing trade and
other restrictions against countries on which
they wish to force political and economic
regime change and compliance, such as Russia,
Cuba, and Venezuela. Tariffs are simply eco-
nomic weapons for advancing strategic goals.

The steady growth of China, economically
and politically, presents great challenges to
the western imperial powers. The present ten-
sions reflect the struggle for profitability and
monopolisation. This can only lead to greater
global competition between the two main
imperial power blocs, the United States and the
European Union, over control and influence on
global territory and resources.

Nothing happens under capitalism that is
not driven by profit and the accumulation and
concentration of wealth.

At the time of the abolition of the Soviet
Union, Marxist theory would have expected
heightened rivalry and competition between
the imperial countries and blocs. The existen-
tial necessity of opposing socialism forced the
imperial powers to put aside their own intra-
imperial divisions and competition in order
to present a united front against the Soviet
Union. It is interesting, and a little surprising,
that this unity has lasted almost 30 years, since
1991; but it may finally be unravelling under
the pressure of continuous economic crisis and
stagnation.

Spheres of influence

If so, this will create a more danger-
ous world, with increased open competition
between blocs based round the United States,
the European Union, Russia, and China. In
time an African bloc could also emerge as a
power — though the destruction wrought by

In Céte d'Ivoire, French companies control the greater part of the commercialisation of cocoa, leaving the small local producers with less than five per cent of the

Western imperialism is so great that any such
development seems a long way off.

The wars in the Middle East and North
Africa show that economic competition and the
pursuit of spheres of influence have the poten-
tial to lead to new horrors and catastrophes for
the peoples of the world.

Stagnation

The EU is faced with what it calls a sea of
“illegal economic migrants”; this in turn has
provoked a reaction among a significant sec-
tion of workers within the EU member-states.

German Chancellor Merkel wanted to
retain open borders and for all migrants to be
allowed into the EU. This is what German and
other monopoly interests require: they need a
constant flow of cheap labour.

Germany, like other EU member-states,
faces a long-term and significant problem
regarding population growth or stagnation. The
general trend is towards a declining birth rate
among indigenous populations, and migrants
are needed to fill certain areas of economic
activity.

This has created internal economic pres-
sures and facilitated a race to the bottom within
the EU itself; this in turn has provoked a polit-
ical and cultural reaction in EU countries,
which is the breeding-ground for racist and
neo-fascist forces, the reserve army of capital.

The EU is exploiting these forces for its
own ends and as a pretext for a further con-
centration of power, while workers throughout
the EU are experiencing continuing attacks by
national governments — directed by and operat-
ing within EU treaty obligations — on the social
and economic gains made by them over many
decades. Their eyes have been refocused to see
migrants as the problem, not the system itself.
Some have indeed begun to see the EU, or
aspects of the EU, as the source of their prob-
lems, while others remain diverted from that
target.

Neo-colonialism

The EU has been very effective in this
strategy of misdirecting working people and
equally in making use of the situation of thou-
sands of people fleeing wars inflicted upon
them by the United States and the EU itself,
and their allies, throughout the Middle East.

So far they have successfully disguised the
effect of EU policies imposed on the countries
and peoples of Africa through the “European
partnership agreements.”

In the United States, workers only see
illegal economic migrants from Mexico and
Central America — not the impact of the North

American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
both on American workers and on the workers,
the peasants and the poor south of the border.

Nor do they recognise the role being
played by American monopolies, which have
shifted production to Mexico, establishing fac-
tories run on slave wages and dreadful and
dangerous working conditions, while the forces
of imperialism get away scot-free.

If we look at the consequences of EU trad-
ing practices for Africa, the following picture
emerges. Africa is rich in raw materials: gold,
platinum, diamonds, uranium, tantalite, copper,
oil, natural gas, precious woods, cocoa, coffee,
and many others.

These resources were once directly control-
led and exploited by the old European colonial
powers, through brutal repression; today that
dependence relationship is through European
neo-colonialism, in collaboration with the
African elite in power at the local level.

They have constructed a low-cost local
work force; and the EU controls both the inter-
nal markets of African countries and their inter-
national markets, creating different layers and
levels of dependence.

The EU demands open access for its goods
and services, while restructuring the local
economy, both manufacturing and agriculture,
to make both subservient to the needs of the
EU.

It is estimated that about a hundred com-
panies listed on the London Stock Exchange
— British and others — exploit the mineral
resources of 37 sub-Saharan African countries,
with a value of more than US$1,000 billion.

France controls the monetary system of 14
African ex-colonies by means of the CFA franc
(originally the initials for the “French African
Colonies,” now recycled as the “African
Financial Community”).

To preserve parity with the euro, these 14
African countries are obliged to pay the French
treasury half their monetary reserves.

In Céte d’Ivoire, French companies con-
trol the greater part of the commercialisation
of cocoa, of which the country is the world’s
main producer; the small local producers are
left with less than five per cent of the value of
the end product, thereby forcing many to live
in dire poverty.

EU aid accounts for more than half its
global aid.

€21 billion in development aid was pro-
vided to Africa in 2016 by the EU and its
member-states.

EU companies in 2015 had invested €32
billion in Africa.

€3.35 billion was allocated to the European

Fund for Sustainable Development on the
African continent.

Seven EU civilian and military missions
are operating in sub-Saharan Africa.

The western media and some aid organisa-
tions, ignore the real effect of neo-colonialism
on the people of Africa. African countries are
presented as corrupt (many are, but who cor-
rupts them, and who benefits?) or are economi-
cally mismanaged and exist purely on foreign
hand-outs.

The real picture is that African countries in
fact pay foreign countries a net annual forfeit
of about US$58 billion.

Consequences

The social consequences are devastating.

In sub-Saharan Africa, where the popula-
tion is greater than one billion people, of whom
60 percent are children and young people up to
the age of 24, about two-thirds of the people
live in poverty; of these, about 40 percent —
approximately 400 million people — live in
conditions of extreme poverty.

This is the real existing EU policy in rela-
tion to Africa — not the slick PR peddled by
Brussels and swallowed by liberals and much
of the left.

The flow of people from the south is the
direct result of two interconnected factors: wars
and economic neo-colonialism. The numerous
wars now raging are the result of imperialism’s
seeking of hegemony in resources, territory,
and people.

Where they have secured a politically com-
pliant national ruling elite in Africa they have
used trade to batter down local barriers, taking
control and dominating local economies and,
most importantly, natural resources.

The local elite cream off some of the lar-
gesse and stick it in Swiss bank accounts,
thereby making it available for further specu-
lation by global finance houses, or they engage
in property speculation in London, Paris, and
elsewhere.

The millions of people displaced as a direct
result of the policies and practices of imperi-
alism in Africa, Asia and the Middle East are
overwhelmingly concentrated within their own
countries or neighbouring ones. The minority
who travel to the West in search of a safer and
better life for themselves and their children are
treated with contempt and further cruelty. The
message is: ““You are not wanted here.” The EU
engages in harsh exclusionary practices that
its own liberal elite would denounce as racist,
populist and nativist if they were carried out by
the Trump regime.

Imagine if the imperialist government in
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ralue of the end product.

Washington paid billions of dollars to Mexico
to stop the flow of migrants; proposed set-
ting up detention centres for migrants in
Central American countries, south of their
borders; pushed back boats attempting to
land in the Gulf of Mexico; and verbally and
legally attacked NGOs assisting migrants.
(Leo Varadkar joined EU leaders and govern-
ments in this at the end of June.) Hypocrisy
and double standards have never given the
European powers any pause for thought.

Stolen wealth

The seeming contradiction between the
need of ageing EU countries for immigrant
labour and their anti-immigrant rhetoric and
practices can be explained by the combina-
tion of policies the imperialist EU countries
are pursuing: economic exploitation of Africa
and other countries through the imposition of
unfair trade and investment terms; wars in the
Middle East, North Africa, and Central Asia for
influence, hegemony, and control; the scape-
goating of immigrants to cover their domestic
economic and “austerity” policies; the down-
ward pressure on wages that immigrant labour
exerts.

And a lingering post-colonial disdain for
the “inferior” peoples and races of the global
South, which leads to a welcome only for the
“right” kind of immigrant. Any contradiction
will almost certainly be resolved in the long
run by economic necessity.

Imperialism, monopoly capitalism, exports
capital in search of investment opportunity and
profit wherever it can find it. This is the hard,
economic driving factor behind all the policy
and practices of the imperial powers. Until we
confront and defeat imperialism at home it will
be the working class of Europe, the Americas
and elsewhere, and the ordinary people of the
world, who will suffer the consequences of the
appropriation and accumulation of wealth by
monopoly capital.

Western governments and global monopo-
lies are in a win-win situation, while the people
of Africa are trapped in poverty. Where else is
there for many of them to go, other than travel
north to Europe, because they know that is
where the stolen wealth of their country has
been shipped to?

The boats making the dangerous crossing
of the Mediterranean Sea carrying desperate
people are going in the wrong direction, and
filled with the wrong people. It’s the rich and
powerful who need to be put on the boats and
made to scrape a living working long hours on
low wages.

Socialist Voice &
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Trump vs China
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Rob Gowland

As Donald Trump struts across the world
stage imposing tariffs on imports from
China and the EU, he tells American work-
ers he is protecting their jobs. In reality,
he is leading them down a slippery slope to
economic catastrophe.

Trump has already imposed tariffs on some
USS$130 billion worth of Chinese goods, to
which China has so far responded with marked
restraint, imposing only a limited range of tit-
for-tat tariffs on US goods imported into China.
The Trump White House, staffed as it is with a
gung-ho team of racially motivated trade war-
riors, seem to think they’ve got the measure of
the rest of the world and can ride roughshod
over everyone. But they are riding for a fall.

By imposing tariffs on imports from China
and the EU, the Trump administration is vir-
tually inviting these two powerful economic
entities to work together to ensure they do
not suffer unduly at the hands of the US. And
there is more at stake than the US$130 billion
already mentioned: The US-China Business
Council, which represents American compa-
nies that do business in China, said the market
is actually much larger than just US$130 bil-
lion in goods exports that the Trump adminis-
tration appears to be most focused on.

“US companies also exported about US$60
billion in services to China last year and US$40
billion worth of goods to Hong Kong, much of
which finds its way into China. On top of that,
American companies with operations in China
sell hundreds of billions of dollars worth of
goods and services to their Chinese custom-
ers. When all that is combined, China is about
a US$550 billion market for American firms”,
said Erin Ennis, US-China Business Council
senior vice-president.

These US companies engaged in trade with
China are aware of something to which the
Trump administration seems oblivious, namely

that the global focus of world trade has shifted
inexorably from being Anglo-Euro-US centric
to being Russo-Sino-Euro centric — and Europe
is only just hanging in there.

US companies’ fears for the future if
Trump’s incipient trade war is permitted to
escalate, are brushed aside by the White House
with assurances that “This president will have
the back of Americans, whether they are here
on a farm in Towa or in Shanghai trying to
operate there.” So said White House trade
adviser Peter Navarro, but Wall Street will
surely need something more concrete than that.

And it’s not only American companies
that are fearful of China’s possible response
to Trump’s bully boy tactics. “China could
basically block corporate remittances, or what
they could also do is claim that US firms are
liable for taxes in China,” said Hosuk Lee-
Makiyama, director of the European Centre for
International Political Economy, a think tank
based in Brussels.

Liable for taxes in China? Now there’s a
radical idea! But Erin Ennis points out some
other possible responses from China that must
be very scary for US capitalists: “There are
a variety of ways that China could escalate,”
she said. “Licensing could begin to be slowed
down. Companies could face higher levels of
scrutiny for their products at ports coming in.”
But that’s small time. How about this: “China
could also selectively open its market in certain
areas for European Union or Japanese firms,
but exclude the United States,” she added.

In addition, Trump and the Republican
Party are ploughing ahead with their aston-
ishingly short-sighted policy of promoting
and enabling greatly increased extraction and
use of fossil fuels. Trump has just repealed an
executive order that was drafted by President
Obama that tried to protect the Great Lakes
and the oceans bordering the United States
and focused heavily on conservation and cli-
mate change. His policy was written in 2010,

shortly after the deadly BP Deepwater Horizon
offshore drilling explosion and 87-day oil spill.

Trump — Big Oil’s man in the White
House — has a different policy, one that puts
the emphasis on industries that “use” the
oceans. “Ocean industries employ millions of
Americans and support a strong national econ-
omy,” the new order states, mentioning, par-
ticularly oil and natural gas drilling, freight
transportation and inevitably the military.

Obama’s order had established a federal
council with the responsibility to oversee vari-
ous programs and decisions that could impact
the oceans or Great Lakes.

The oil industry and the Republican Right
are cheering Trump’s rescission of Obama’s
order.

Randall Luthi, president of the National
Ocean Industries Association, which repre-
sents companies involved in offshore drilling
and offshore wind, said, “This renewed broad
vision will hopefully encourage productive
partnerships, recognising a wide variety of
ocean uses, all leading to increased economic,
environmental and energy security for America
through job creation, economic activity, and
energy development”.

Groups actually involved with protecting
the environment were less sanguine. “With the
action today eliminating the National Ocean
Policy, President Trump is trying to wash his
hands of responsibility for the real and urgent
threats facing America’s coastal communi-
ties — namely, the impacts of climate change,”
said Christy Goldfuss, senior vice-president
for energy and environment at the Centre for
American Progress.

Christy called on “coastal governors, tribal
leaders, state legislatures, and local communi-
ties [to] take up the mantle of leadership and
work together to defend and restore the health
of America’s oceans.” Because Christy knows
that the very rich (and very ignorant) as rep-
resented by Trump are not going to do it. &

Lake Superior, the largest of the Great Lakes of North America.
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Threat to global health

Conn Hallinan

When people contemplate poten-
tial disasters ignited by the Trump
administration’s foreign policy,
places like the South China Sea,
Central Asia or the Korean penin-
sula come first to mind. Certainly,
a dustup with Beijing, Tehran
or Pyongyang is a scary thing to
contemplate. But the thing that
should also keep people up at
night is Washington’s approach
to international health organisa-
tions and the president’s stubborn
refusal to address climate change.

Bad bugs are coming, and they
are stronger and nastier than they
have ever been. A few — like malaria
and yellow fever — are ancient neme-
ses, but they’re increasingly immune
to standard drugs, widening their
reach behind a warming climate.

Others — like Ebola, Sars, Mers
and Zika — are new, exotic and fear-
some. And antibiotic-resistant bacte-
ria threaten to turn the clock back to
pre-penicillin days, when a cut could
mean a death sentence.

Trump’s disdain for interna-
tional agencies and treaties, plus
cuts in public health programs and
a relaxation of regulations on the use
of antibiotics in animal husbandry
could create a worldwide medical
catastrophe.

The president recently asked
Congress to cut over US$15 billion
from healthcare spending, especially
in the area of overseas response. On
the very day that the World Health
Organisation (WHO) declared an
emergency over the latest Ebola
outbreak, national security adviser
John Bolton eliminated the National
Security Council’s program for epi-
demic prevention.

As Laurie Garrett — winner of the
Pulitzer prize for her writing about
healthcare — notes, Bolton’s move
“leaves the United States with no
clear line of authority for responding
to any outbreak of disease, whether
naturally arising or as an act of bio-
terrorism,” adding “the US govern-
ment is increasingly withdrawing
from global health efforts.”

The cost of that retreat may be
dear.

The 2014-16 Ebola epidemic
killed 11,300 people in Liberia,
Sierra Leone and Guinea, and
infected health workers brought it
back to Europe and the US. While
the disease was eventually corralled,
it continues to flare up.

The WHO found that the key
to stopping Ebola’s spread is an
immediate response that combines

vaccination with isolation and hos-
pitalisation, a strategy that stopped
a 2018 outbreak in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo in its tracks.

But the Trump budget cuts
all Ebola spending and reduces
emergency funds for the State
Department. A post-epidemic analy-
sis found that an extra 300 hospital
beds would have stopped the dis-
ease’s spread in 2014.

Diseases like Ebola get media
attention, in part because Ebola kills
more than 80 percent of its victims
in a particularly grotesque manner:
death by massive haemorrhaging.

But the more familiar diseases
like malaria do the most damage.
The malaria plasmodium infects
216 million people a year and kills
450,000, many of them children. And
after decades of retreat, the disease is
roaring back with varieties that are
increasingly hard to treat.

One by one, the barriers that
once kept the disease at bay have
fallen. Having overcome chloro-
quine, and then fansidar, now malaria
has begun to breach the latest cure,
artemisinin. Public health experts
predict that if the drug-resistant
malaria strain ever reaches Africa,
its impact will be catastrophic.

Yellow fever, once a major killer
but largely tamed by mosquito con-
trol and vaccinations, is also making
a comeback.

"

Dengue, or “breakbone,” fever,
which infects 400 million worldwide
and kills over 25,000 people a year,
has spread from nine countries in
1970 to over 100 today.

The fact that diseases overcome
defences is nothing new. Natural
selection will generally find a way to
outflank whatever chemicals humans
come up with to defend themselves.
Penicillin was discovered in 1939,
and by 1941 doctor discovered sta-
phylococcus bacteria that were
immune to the drug.

But bad policies and bad path-
ogens go hand in hand. The Trump
administration’s withdrawal from
the Paris climate agreement will cer-
tainly accelerate climate change in
a way that encourages the spread of
disease.

Earlier springs and later autumns
mean longer life spans for disease
vectors like ticks and mosquitoes,
which translates into greater infec-
tion rates.

Researchers in Scandinavia and
Massachusetts, US, suspect that
an increase in Lyme disease is due
to climate change, and malaria is
moving up the Andes as the higher
altitudes warm.

Other diseases, like chagis —
which kills 50,000 people a year — is
already moving north as its vector,
the assassin bug, migrates out of
Latin America. regions like the West
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Nile are now part of standard disease
loads of Europe and the US.

Again, pathogen mobility is
hardly new. Malaria, yellow fever,
measles and smallpox were all intro-
duced to the Americas by travellers,
conquerors and enslaved Africans.

But disease is even less a local
phenomenon today than it was in
the 15th century. As Dr Don Francis,
who played a key role in identify-
ing the HIV virus and was on the
first medical team to confront Ebola,
points out how disease spreads: “Just
sit in an airport and watch all the
costumes walk by.”

Trump is famously resistant to
science. He doesn’t yet have a White
House science adviser and is rely-
ing, instead, on Michael Kratsios, a
31-year-old political science major
who studied Hellenic Greece.

Kratsios was the former chief of
staff of California billionaire Peter
Thiel, founder of PayPal, who advo-
cates rolling back Food and Drug
Administration regulations.

Those regulations cover the use
of antibiotics in animal husbandry.
Chickens, cattle and pigs account for
70 percent of the antibiotics used in
the US.

The animals are not ill, just
packed into pens and cages that
would sicken them if they were
not juiced with Bambermycin,
Salinomycin or Bacitracin.
Antibiotics also increase the animals’
weight.

But animals jammed into rarely
cleaned cages and pens are the per-
fect Petri dish for generating drug-
resistant germs. According to the
US Environmental Working Group,
nearly 80 percent of supermarket
meat is infected with antibiotic-
resistant germs.

Studies of meats in the US show
that up to 70 percent are laced with
germs immune to antibiotics.

When the European Union
banned non-therapeutic antibi-
otics on animals, drug-resistant
germ levels declined dramatically.
Eventually those pathogens move
from animal pens to hospitals and
gyms and airports. What you do on
an Towa pig farm does not stay in
Towa.

The US Centres for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) says
that 23,000 US citizens die each
year from drug-resistant germs, and
a British study predicts that, unless
something is done about the crisis,
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antibiotic-resistant bacteria could kill
10 million people a year by 2050.

The WHO says “superbugs”
pose one of the most serious threats
that humanity faces, and the Lancet
medical journal called drug-resist-
ant pathogens “the biggest global
health threat in the 21st century.”
The White House’s hostility to the
Obama administration’s Affordable
Care Act could also have major con-
sequences, not only for US citizens,
but the world.

In 1918, a mild Spanish flu
mutated — probably in Kansas —
into a fearsome virus that killed
between 50 and 100 million people
worldwide.

The 1918-19 pandemic almost
certainly started in the digestive
tracts of Chinese pigs, then passed
to birds, and from birds to people.
Those Chinese pigs are still out
there, and lethal varieties of bird flu
are currently circulating in China and
south-east Asia.

So far, most can only be passed
by direct contact with infected ani-
mals, but sooner or later there will
be a mutation that will make a virus
far more communicable. A deadly
worldwide pandemic is a “when,”
not an “if.”

And when that pandemic hits,
the US will find that there are not
enough hospital beds — so-called
“surge capacity” is non-existent —
or robust public health programs to
cope with it.

China has also cut back on
public healthcare programs and, as
a result, was initially unable to deal
with the 2003 Sars crisis that sick-
ened 8,000 people and killed 800.

Europeans, with their national
health services, are better prepared,
but these have been hollowed out
by privatisation and years of auster-
ity-driven economic policies. There
is a worldwide shortage of medical
workers, particularly nurses.

In his “Second Coming,” the
Irish writer William Butler Yeats
seems to have foreseen the future:
“Some rough beast, its time come
round at last, Slouches towards
Bethlehem, waiting to be born.”

The beasts are out there, and they
will be born. The Trump administra-
tion’s denial of climate change, hos-
tility to international institutions, and
laissez-faire approach to governance
at home will make those beasts far
more dangerous than they have to be.
Morning Star &
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Israel sets apartheid in law

Ali Abunimah

Israel’s parliament voted early
Thursday (July 19) to further
entrench Jewish supremacy and
racial discrimination against
Palestinians in its constitutional
law. Legal advocates say the law
violates international prohibitions
on apartheid and campaigners
are urging more efforts to isolate
Israel through BDS — boycott,
divestment and sanctions.

The so-called Israel as the
Nation-State of the Jewish People
law passed by 62-55 in the Knesset
amid tumultuous scenes. Lawmakers
from the Joint List, parties repre-
senting Israel’s approximately 1.5
million Palestinian citizens, were
thrown out of the chamber after they
tore up copies of the law.

Joint List chairperson Ayman
Odeh said that passage of the law
means Israel has “declared it does
not want us here” and “that we will
always be second-class citizens.”

Palestinian citizens of Israel are
the survivors and their descendants
of the Nakba, the ethnic cleansing of
Palestine by Zionist militias before
and after Israel was created in 1948.

Unlike millions of Palestinians
in the occupied West Bank and
Gaza Strip, they have some civic
rights, like the right to vote. But they
already faced entrenched discrimina-
tion enshrined in dozens of laws.

The new law goes further. As
a “basic law” it has constitutional
status and gathers together some of
the most discriminatory features of
Israel’s system in one document.
Among key provisions, the law
defines Israel as “the national home
of the Jewish people,” with Hebrew
as its official language and Jerusalem
as its capital.

The law states that “the right to
exercise national self-determination
in the State of Israel is unique to the
Jewish people,” thereby denying to
Palestinians any national rights or
existence.

Arabic is downgraded from an
official language to one with “spe-
cial status.”

The law declares “Jewish settle-
ment as a national value” and that the
state will “encourage and promote its
establishment and consolidation” — a
green light to further colonisation of
Palestinian lands throughout all the
territories occupied or controlled by
Israel.

The law’s endorsement of Jewish
settlement sets no geographic limits,
which means it encourages Israel’s
ongoing colonisation of the occu-
pied West Bank, including East
Jerusalem, which is illegal under
international law, as well as in
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Syria’s Golan Heights, occupied by
Israel since 1967.

The seven-branch menorah, a
Jewish religious symbol, is legally
defined as the state’s emblem, and
the law confirms “Hatikvah,” a song
with Jewish sectarian lyrics, as its
national anthem.

Legalising Jewish
supremacy

Adalah, a legal advocacy group
for Palestinian citizens of Israel, has
stated that the new law “falls within
the bounds of absolute prohibitions
under international law” and embod-
ies “characteristics of apartheid.”

The legislation draws a clear
“distinction between the realisation
of basic rights between Jews and
non-Jews,” according to Adalah.

It defines Israeli sovereignty on
a “racist, ethnic basis” that includes
those Israel recognises as Jews any-
where in the world, but excludes
non-Jews living within Israel. The
law justifies discrimination against
Palestinian citizens of Israel, accord-
ing to Adalah’s analysis.

In short, Palestinians are ren-
dered “foreigners in their own
homeland.”

Embarrassment

The law is proving an embar-
rassment to supporters of Israel who
aim to present the state to the world
as a “democracy.” Jeremy Ben-Ami,
head of the Israel lobby group J
Street, was among a number of lib-
eral Zionist figures to blast the bill.

Ben-Ami claimed that the law’s

only purpose “is to send a message
to the Arab community, the LGBT
community and other minorities in
Israel, that they are not and never
will be equal citizens.”

But it appears that such critics
view the law more as a public rela-
tions problem rather than funda-
mentally disagreeing with its racist
nature.

J Street itself staunchly opposes
equality for Palestinians by rejecting
the right of return for Palestinian ref-
ugees solely on the grounds that they
are not Jews and would therefore
constitute a “demographic threat.”

] Street’s website even panders
to the claim that Palestinians would
“flood Israel with refugees and
undermine it as a homeland for the
Jewish people.” But unlike the new
law, J Street packages its rejection
of Palestinian rights as support for
“peace” and a “two-state solution.”

EU apologetics

Similarly, Emanuele Giaufret,
the European Union ambassador
in Tel Aviv, reportedly approached
members of Israel’s ruling Likud
party earlier this month to tell them
that Israel’s international status could
be threatened should the bill pass.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu then ordered Israel’s
foreign ministry to “reprimand”
Giaufret for interfering in Israel’s
internal affairs. The European Union
responded to the dressing down by
acknowledging that Israel was enti-
tled to pass discriminatory laws if it
wanted to.

“How Israel chooses to define
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itself is an internal issue for Israel
to decide and we respect the inter-
nal debate which is ongoing,” the EU
stated.

“We value Israel’s commitment
to the shared values of democracy
and human rights, which has char-
acterised our longstanding and fruit-
ful relations,” the 28-member bloc
added. “We in the EU would not
want to see these values being put in
question or even threatened.”

The EU embassy also denied
through its official Twitter account
that its ambassador had used “derog-
atory language” to describe the racist
law.

Likud lawmakers say, and EU
ambassador does not deny, that in a
private meeting he said the nation-
state bill Netanyahu is advancing
“Reeks of racism” and is “distanc-
ing Israel from the accepted norms
of democratic countries.”

While the EU considers Israel’s
legally entrenched racism to be an
“internal issue,” Israel’s attorney
general warned before the bill’s pas-
sage that the legislation could put
Israel in violation of international
law.

Last year, a legal study pub-
lished by a UN agency concluded
that Israel already practices apartheid
against the entire Palestinian people.

Adalah stated that “no coun-
try in the world today is defined as
a democratic state where the con-
stitutional identity is determined by
ethnic affiliation that overrides the
principle of equal citizenship. If ever
there was a time for boycott, divest-
ment and sanctions against Israel’s
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system of oppression, it is now,”
Omar Barghouti, a founder of the
BDS movement, stated.

“Israel’s official adoption of
apartheid opens the door for the
Palestinian people, Arab nations
and our allies around the world to
pressure the UN to activate its anti-
apartheid laws and impose seri-
ous sanctions on Israel like those
imposed on apartheid South Africa.”

No courts for
Palestinians

Meanwhile, another law passed
in the Knesset on Tuesday limits
access for Palestinians to Israel’s
high court.

“The law is meant to hamper
Palestinian petitions against Jewish
settlement construction in the West
Bank,” the Haaretz newspaper
reported.

Over the last two years, Israel
has been quietly carrying out some
of its biggest land grabs from
Palestinians in the West Bank for
decades. The law also extends
Israel’s effective annexation of the
West Bank by giving settlers access
to an administrative court which pre-
viously only operated in Israel.

Yousef Jabareen, a Palestinian
member of Israel’s parliament for the
Joint List, said that the Israeli gov-
ernment has “paved the way to steal
Palestinian land” and has created the
“basis for an apartheid regime.”

The Electronic Intifada &

Turkey condemned over human rights

Steve Sweeney

Turkey has been condemned over
shocking human rights violations
as a new report revealed the scale
of arrests and detentions in the
two years since a state of emer-
gency was declared.

People’s Democratic Party
(HDP) officials have branded
attacks on its parliamentarians and
activists as part of a “political geno-
cide” being waged against the party
after it broke through the 10 per-
cent barrier in the recent general
election.

Investigations were opened
on July 17 into two more HDP

parliamentarians, Diyarbakir

MPs Remziye Tosun and Musa
Farisogullari who face charges after
attending the funeral of guerrilla
fighter Mehmet Yakisir who was
killed in clashes with Turkish secu-
rity forces in the Black Sea area.

This follows the arrests of
16 HDP activists and officials in
Istanbul yesterday for “possession
of illegal posters” and the detention
of the party’s MP for Hakkari Leyla
Guven last month.

Former leaders Figen
Yuksekdag and Selahattin Demirtas
have been in jail since November
2016 and face lengthy sentences.

Turkish online media outlet

Bianet issued its report document-
ing the arrests and detentions that
have taken place since the failed
coup attempt of July 2016.

Four days after the failed coup
attempt, President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan declared a state of emer-
gency which was approved by the
Turkish parliament. It has been in
place ever since.

A Human Rights Joint Platform
(IHOP) claims that 134,144 people
have been sacked from their
jobs with at least 228,137 people
arrested between July 2016 and
April 2018.

A staggering 45,415 social
media accounts were investigated

with legal action taken against
17,089 users on terrorism charges
including “propagandising for and
praising a terrorist organisation.”

This includes the arrest of 845
people who have criticised Turkey’s
so-called Operation Olive Branch,
the illegal invasion and occupation
of the peaceful province of Afrin in
northern Syria.

In an attack on workers’ rights,
19 trade unions affiliated to two
trade union confederations have
been closed down under the emer-
gency laws. Reporters without
Borders ranked Turkey 157th out
of 180 countries regarding press
freedom, falling 59 places under

the 12-year rule of Mr Erdogan’s
Justice and Development Party
(AKP).

According to Bianet’s Media
Monitoring Report Turkey remains
the world’s biggest jailer of journal-
ists with 131 behind bars.

HDP said the statistics stressed
the need to “strengthen democratic
politics and social justice” and for
a “peaceful solution to the Kurdish
question.”

The party called for unity
against the “totalitarian forces” of
Erdogan and his regime.
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Call on ABC ban

On July 2, Nauru President
Baron Waqa announced that
Nauru would block the Australian
Broadcasting Corporation (ABC)
from covering the upcom-
ing Pacific Island Forum. The
International Federation of
Journalists (IFJ) issued the fol-
lowing letter to President Waqa
urging him to reconsider the ban.

“The role of the media is to hold
those in power to account with free

and fair reporting. However, deci-
sions such as these violate the basic
universal principles of press free-
dom and only go to harm the image
of Nauru on the world stage.

“The IFJ is concerned that such
a refusal to grant a visa to a member
of the Australian media pool sends
a terrible signal internationally
about press freedom in Nauru — par-
ticularly at the very time when the
world’s attention will be focused on
the work of the Pacific Island leaders
as guests of your country.

“Such undermining of press free-
dom standards to a major public and
regional broadcaster by your govern-
ment before such a significant global
audience is a dangerous step that
would reflect poorly on Nauru well
beyond the Asia-Pacific, and is an act
of censorship.”

Following the decision by
President Waqa, the Australian
Federal Parliamentary Press Gallery

said that the media pool, which
was to include an ABC staff mem-
bers would be disbanded, saying:
“If one cannot go, none will go”
and “We stand for a free press, not a
banned one”. In addition, the Sydney
Morning Herald, The Age, the New
Zealand Parliamentary Press Gallery,
and the Daily Post in Vanuatu
announced that they would not par-
ticipate in the Forum.

Inclusion welcomed

The Victorian Gay and Lesbian
Rights Lobby (VGLRL) welcomes
the adoption of a new commit-
ment by the Uniting Church that
will allow LGBTIQ people to
marry in their Church. On July
13, the National Assembly of the
Uniting Church resolved to allow
Ministers the freedom to choose to
conduct the weddings of any two

people, a move which the Uniting
Church says reflects the diversity
of belief on this issue within the
Church.

The new additional statement
of belief says that, “For Christians,
marriage is the freely given con-
sent and commitment in public and
before God of two people to live
together for life.”

This is an important change
that will mean so much to LGBTIQ
people of faith and their families
who wish to be welcomed and cel-
ebrated for who they are and the rela-
tionship they have.

Too often faith and LGBTIQ
issues are pitted against each other
which is unnecessary and fails to
respect LGBTIQ people of faith
and people of faith who are sup-
portive and friends to the LGBTIQ
community.

Today we celebrate that the
Uniting Church has a statement
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that affirms that marriage is for two
people and there is now a place that
myself and my LGBTIQ siblings
can be married and have their exist-
ing marriages recognised as equal to
that of others in our church.

The announcement by the
Uniting Church comes after the his-
toric win for marriage equality in
2017 and ahead of the release of
the Ruddock report into Religious
Freedom. The Uniting Church has
demonstrated how a sensible and
progressive approach to respecting
religious and LGBTIQ rights and
freedoms can be achieved and we
need to see the same rational applied
to current policy, employment and
service provision areas which dis-
criminate against LGBTIQ people.

Dale Park
VGLRL

Cult

by
Rob Gowl

The toad war

On February 12, 2005, Richard Morecroft
presented a nature documentary on the
ABC called Goannas And The Rubbish
Frogs. It dealt with an environmental dis-
aster right here in Australia. My write-up
of the program in Worth Watching began
with this statement:

“While Johnny Howard splurges money
on the military, very little money is being
provided for stopping the devastation being
caused by the steady advance across the Top
End of the toxic Cane Toad.”

Cane Toads have been part of the
Australian scene (at least in Queensland)
since 1935, but it was only in the last quarter
of the 20th century that the country as a whole
became conscious of the ecological nightmare
they represented.

Originally from South America, the toads
were introduced into Queensland in a dis-
astrously ill-considered attempt to biologi-
cally control the sugar cane beetle. The toads
ignored the beetles and instead settled in to
wreak havoc on our environment.

Some time in the 1970s it seems, their
numbers reached a critical mass and they
began to expand their territory. They are now
steadily but slowly spreading south. They are
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rapidly spreading across the tropical north of
the country.

They have already reached the match-
less world heritage area of Kakadu. The ABC
documentary revealed that in parts of Kakadu
there were already an alarming 20,000 cane
toads per square kilometre.

Cane Toads are not the only foreign
animal to be deliberately introduced into this
country and then allowed to run wild to the
detriment of our wildlife and our pastures.
Rabbits and hares, foxes and Indian Mynahs,
goats and pigs, donkeys and camels, buffalo
and more have all played a part in this ongo-
ing catastrophe.

Rabbits at least entered the food chain —
and helped to sustain the enormous population
of foxes we acquired. Wedgetail eagles also
prey on rabbits, but a pair of wedgies cover
a vast territory. You don’t see them all that
often.

On the other hand, if I make the 20-minute
drive into Wyong of an evening I will see
numerous foxes caught in the headlights — and
again on the return trip.

I don’t know what foxes think of Cane
Toads, but Kookaburras, quoll, snakes and
goannas regard them as natural prey, with

fatal results. Cane Toads are poisonous and
predators who eat them die — quickly. Too
quickly for them to learn to avoid the toads.

The Cane Toads’ tadpoles are large and
very active, and the toad spawns vast num-
bers of them. They render pools unfit for other
amphibians to breed or survive in.

The unchecked march of the Cane Toads
puts Australia’s unique wildlife at risk of cata-
strophic collapse; whole species could disap-
pear. Finding a way to stop the toads should
be a national priority — and a very urgent one.

Back in 1999 Nature Australia carried an
advertisement from a Northern Territory tour-
ist enterprise specialising in walkabout tours
in Kakadu, the Kimberley and the Red Centre.

The ad was headed “Kakadu’s wildlife is
about to change dramatically”. It went on to
warn that sometime between 2001 and 2005
“many populations will crash. Some will
recover in part. Others may never do so.”

The reason for this? “The cane toad is
coming. When they reach Kakadu’s wetlands:
* Their population will explode
+ They will eat many small animals
+ Animals which eat them will die.”

The ad called on readers of Nature
Australia to take action: “Cane toads are

a national problem. Write to the federal

Minister for the Environment and demand

that:

* Cane toad research funding be increased.

* Research be integrated with on-ground
eradication programs.”

This was — and still is — good advice. The
ad was not all gloom and doom.

It noted that “there is hope”. In some
areas cane toad populations had declined and
average toad size had also decreased.

Pointing to the importance of research
funding, it said: “If we knew why, we could
minimise their impact. Sadly, funding for cane
toad research has almost disappeared.”

That was in 1999. The ABC documentary
Goannas And The Rubbish Frogs, after stress-
ing the urgency of the situation, noted bitterly
that “at the present rate of funding, an effec-
tive genetic control is at least a decade away.
Meanwhile, wet season floodwaters are carry-
ing the cane toad ever deeper into previously
pristine wilderness areas.”

It’s time the federal government came
under real pressure to fund a genuine research
and eradication campaign against cane toads —
before it is too late. &
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Film Reviews by Ed Rampell
Skyscraper and Siberia

It never fails to amaze (and
amuse) how movies mirror real-
ity as emanations of the collective
psyche. Just days after the pre-
miere of The First Purge, about
a race war aimed at exterminat-
ing African Americans on Staten
Island, a Black Staten Island
resident, Congolese immigrant
Patricia Okoumou, heroically
climbed the Statue of Liberty on
July 4 to protest the racist Trump
regime’s cruel purging of refu-
gees, seekers of asylum and other
immigrants.

Now, as the faux Aryan blond
Trump purges, using tactics associ-
ated with slave traders and masters
and Hitler’s “master race,” literally
tearing brown families apart, the
brown-skinned superstar Samoan/
African American Dwayne Johnson
performs death-defying stunts to
rescue and reunite his own family
in Skyscraper. This special FX, big-
budget blockbuster is set in Hong
Kong, where, amidst much skull-
duggery, ex-military/ex-FBI agent
Will Sawyer (Dwayne Johnson —
“The Rock”) must save his wife
Sarah (Neve Campbell), daughter
Georgia (McKenna Roberts) and
Henry (Noah Cottrell) in the world’s
tallest skyscraper, called “the Pearl,”
which is under attack and engulfed
in flames.

The Rock displays derring-do
and bravado as he fights flames, bad
guys and even good guys at this lat-
ter-day towering inferno. Johnson’s
Herculean labours to find and save
his family are complicated by an
interesting plot twist: On a previous
botched mission as an FBI Hostage
Rescue Team leader, part of one of
Sawyer’s legs was blown off. It’s
interesting to see the ex-wrestler —
who voiced the animated character
Maui, the mighty Polynesian demi-
god in Moana who played so many
other action roles in The Scorpion
King, Walking Tall, etc. — portray an
amputee.

The fact that the screen’s
Samoan superman is acting as a dis-
abled person who nevertheless cou-
rageously rises to the occasion is one
of the most notable advances in the
dignified depiction of people with
disabilities, especially veterans, since
Harold Russell in 1946°s The Best
Years of Our Lives, Marlon Brando
in 1950’s The Men, and Tomas
Young in Phil Donohue’s 2007 doc-
umentary Body of War.

Danish actor Roland Moller
(2015’s WW2 drama Land of Mine)
co-stars as the ruthless gunman
Kores Botha. Another standout in
the large cast, which includes many

Asians, is Taiwan-born Hannah
Quinlivan as a deadly merci-
less assassin. Shot in Hong Kong,
Vancouver and other parts of British
Columbia, Skyscraper, released by
Universal, clearly aims at captur-
ing the vast Chinese movie going
market.

Written and directed by Rawson
Marshall Thurber, Skyscraper is an
extremely enjoyable action picture.
But the epic’s underlying theme of
family bonds and the admirable one-
footed father who walks through
hell to salvage his wife and children,
enhances this movie with a moving
message that’s more important than
ever in America. The Rock’s mother
is Feagaimaleata Fitisemanu Maivia,
who was born in Hawaii and traces
her lineage to independent Western
Samoa (where my daughter, the great
Samoan singer Marina Davis, was
born). The heart of “Faa Samoa” —
or the Samoan Way — is the “aiga”
or the extended family. In Skyscraper
the tattooed Polynesian Rock dram-
atises the Samoan Way, repeatedly
placing himself in harm’s way on
behalf of his wife and children.

Compare this to home wrecker
Trump’s Republican “family
values”: Twice divorced, he does not
currently live fulltime with his cur-
rent wife and youngest child. Around
the time of Barron’s birth his way-
ward father was committing adul-
tery with a porn star and Playboy
model. Breaking up two families,
The Donald apparently never lived
fulltime with any of his offspring.
At the 2016 GOP Convention one
of Trump’s demented older sons — I
can’t remember if it was “Dumb” or
“Dumber” — “boasted” about how if
he wanted to see his father he’d have
to go to a construction site to visit
him. The point he was trying to make
was how hardworking The Donald
was, but unconsciously he was tell-
ing America that he was abandoned
by an awful father who had no time
for his own flesh and blood. Hey, if I
wanted to see my own Dad, all I had
to do was walk into the living room
of our apartment!

It’s no wonder that the fascis-
tic Trump is willy-nilly ordering the
destruction of brown families. The
Gestapo-like ICE (which should be
immediately disbanded) and other
US government agencies have no
idea where thousands of stolen
brown children are. If Trump has
shown such little regard for his own
children, why should he care about
children from south of the border
seeking refuge in the USA?

Have I digressed? I’m trying to
say, with his onscreen heroics, the
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Dwayne Johnson as Will Sawyer in Skyscraper.

brown people’s champion Dwayne
Johnson shows us in the rip-roaring,
eye-popping Skyscraper what family
values really are, and the impor-
tance of keeping families intact and
together. The Rock is as lovable as
The Donald is detestable.

If Dwayne Johnson is of part-
Samoan ancestry, Keanu Reeves
— that other South Seas cinema
superstar of Excellent Adventures
and Matrix movies — is part-Hawai-
ian. (“Keanu” means “cool breeze
over the mountains” in Hawaiian.)
Just as Johnson’s Skyscraper reflects
the current hot topic of family reun-
ion, Reeves’s new movie likewise
mirrors reality: In Siberia Reeves
portrays shady diamond dealer Lucas
Hill who is doing business with
Russian gangsters, just as Trump is
about to meet with Vladimir Putin,
whom many also regard as a Russian
thug.

I really enjoyed this tight, taut
thriller directed by Matthew Ross
(Frank and Lola) and co-written by
Stephan Hamel and Scott B Smith.
Like Skyscraper, Siberia is chock-
full of violence and gunplay. But
unlike The Rock’s character, Hill is
not a loyal “family man.” In a cameo
Molly Ringwald plays Gabby, Hill’s
wife, who seems to enjoy the afflu-
ent trappings her husband’s not so
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kosher operations bestowed upon
her. Their scenes together are brief,
and they do not come across like a
devoted couple, unlike Skyscraper’s
Will and Sarah.

Enter Katya (Romanian actress
Ana Ularu, co-star of 2013’s I'm
an Old Communist Hag), a bar-
tender/waitress at some backwater
Siberian dive. Clearly tired of what
Marx called “the idiocy of rural
life,” Katya boldly pursues Hill,
who obviously has money. Maybe
a brief affair with the Amerikanski
will offer momentary respite from
the sheer boredom of a remote vil-
lage, or perhaps Hill might offer her
a way out of her stultifying exist-
ence? Youthful, carnal Katya offers
Hill the libidinal excitement that has
disappeared from his marriage back
in the USA.

July 25, 2018

Their torrid romance is deeply
passionate, with a series of increas-
ingly graphic sex scenes. Their rela-
tionship, and what happens to both of
them, contributes to making Siberia
more compelling than a mere run-of-
the-mill caper flick. Although I didn’t
quite understand the ending, overall
I found this sophisticated psychosex-
ual drama shot in Manitoba and St.
Petersburg to be worth a trip to the
Eastern front.

Siberia and Skyscraper both
opened on July 13, a red-letter day
for South Seas Cinema because for
what may be the first time in “Haole-
wood” history two major movies
have premiered simultaneously fea-
turing Polynesian stars, Samoan
Johnson and Hawaiian Reeves.
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Marxism in the 21st century

Jenny Farrell

“The philosophers have only interpreted
the world, in various ways; the point is to
change it.”

Two hundred years after the birth of Marx,
looking back from our 21st-century van-
tage point into the middle of the 19th cen-
tury, we ask, How useful is Marxism as a
tool for understanding society today?

Marxism possesses a core of theoretical
knowledge, which includes Marx’s critique of
political economy, the labour theory of value,
base and superstructure, the theory of ideol-
ogy, the insight that all history since the end
of primitive society has been a history of class
societies and class struggle, the theory of impe-
rialism as developed by Lenin and Luxemburg,
Bukharin’s theory of fascism as unrestrained
capitalism, knowledge in the area of culture
and the arts, etc. New developments require
further expansion, a deepening of existing
insight, or developing new fields.

Marxism is a world view where political
movement and theory meet. Its purpose is to
interpret the world and to change it. Marxism
as a world view rests on science, philosophy,
and art.

The inclusion of art as a form of under-
standing of the world is an extension to the tra-
ditional Marxist view, realising, for example,
that Shakespeare presented on stage a profound
awareness of the essential forces of capitalist
society at his time, including its potential for
barbarism. Brecht applied Marxist insight in
his poetry and plays, adding the 20th-century
experience. Ngiigi wa Thiong’o presents the
African experience from a Marxist viewpoint.

All three writers perceive the forces at play
in their societies, envisage a more humane
world, and show how society must be changed
to achieve this.

Dialectics is central
to Marxism

Dialectics means that all aspects of life, of
society, constantly develop and are therefore
not static or unchangeable. Dialectical develop-
ment means that movement is not simple and
linear: it can go backwards as well as forward,
with conflicting, at times opposing, forces at
play. Dialectics enables us to grasp a changing
reality. A look at the evolution of humankind,
and of society over the millennia, illustrates
this. And, of course, evolution has not stopped.

Human understanding itself is always tied
to a given moment in history. Bourgeois soci-
ety took centuries to succeed feudalism; and
a series of revolutions, beginning in the 14th
century, was finally completed in the 19th and
20th centuries.

The concept of utopia, as described by
Thomas Metscher, is an expansion of tradi-
tional Marxism as a form of thinking about
what is historically possible, a plan for a desir-
able society at a specific time. Utopian think-
ing is necessary for people to gain a viewpoint
for focused action: to understand how society
must change to become more humane, and how
to create a world that is appropriate to us as
humans.

The idea that the unchangeable human
condition is to be aggressive, greedy and

Marxism is a tool for understanding

destructive is unhistorical, generalising one
aspect of human behaviour within class soci-
ety to be true for all humans at all times, and
thereby preventing the understanding of neces-
sary and possible change.

Political ethics is equally central to
Metscher’s concept of integrative Marxism.
It criticises prevailing social norms and estab-
lishes more humane ones. Jointly with the
concept of utopia, it refers to a possible and
humane world where kindness, peace and sol-
idarity prevail — a world free from fear and
misery.

Communism means solidarity and a peace-
ful world; the transformation of the bourgeois
constitutional state into a universal constitu-
tional society; the abolition of economic, social
and cultural oppression; the abolition of pov-
erty; the equitable distribution of social wealth;
and the preservation of nature as the habitat of
humankind. In this sense communism is a con-
crete utopia, and working to create conditions
that are commensurate with humanity is the
meaning of life.

Religion and Marxism

As a scientific theory, Marxism cannot
claim absolute knowledge. If it did it would
deny historical change and the fact that under-
standing itself is historical. Marxism would
turn into a closed theory, a quasi-religion.
Historical limits to knowledge leave room
for individual beliefs. Religious people can
be Marxists — indeed their faith may motivate
political action.

Marxism is a tool for understanding and
acting in the world to achieve an existence
based on human equality, true economic and
political democracy. 4/l forces committed to
this goal should join together. Given the ene-
my’s superiority, imperialist capital and its
political agencies, the political alliance of all
anti-imperialist forces is a prerequisite for
resistance. Religions must be judged accord-
ing to their role in the global anti-imperialist

struggle. On the side of the anti-imperialist
coalition they are welcome partners, on the
side of imperialism they are our opponents.
The question is how religion contributes to
liberation.

Marxism and the struggle
for human rights and
justice

Law in class society is primarily class
law. However, law is an achievement of civ-
ilisation: as human rights, international law,
civil rights, the rule of law in constitutional
states. Fundamental rights are eroded at all
levels today, despite assertions of freedom and
democracy.

For example, laws are imposed to under-
mine national independence by the Brussels
bureaucracy in the interests of monopoly capi-
tal towards a federal EU superstate. The euro is
a weapon for usurping economic independence
and sovereignty.

The struggle for emancipation today has
become a struggle to defend and build upon
constitutional democracy.

The struggle to implement
Marxist ideals

Social achievements since the Second
World War are being rolled back by neo-liberal
attacks on social welfare, health services, edu-
cation, and pay and working conditions. The
erosion of social achievements gained espe-
cially in the former socialist countries, and also
by labour governments throughout Europe, will
gain momentum if its causes persist.

The reasons lie in the dominant production,
property and power relations. In this “epoch
of wars and revolutions,” monopoly capital
merges with financial capital, seeking a system
of global domination. Imperialism is capable
of an unimaginable acceleration of technologi-
cal advance: high-tech production at present,

the projected invention of trans-human intel-
ligences designed to replace humans.

Correspondingly, it represents in its inter-
nal cultural constitution the re-barbarisation of
human civilisation in an equally unimagina-
ble measure counterposed to that technologi-
cal progress.

The struggle for a humane society is a
long-term one and is based on democratic rev-
olution: a fundamental transformation of the
systems of production and power within a con-
stitutional democracy. The basis for this is the
fight against neo-liberalism, the socialisation
of monopoly property — financial capital, social
control of basic economic relations, defence of
the sovereign nation-state through the devel-
opment of the constitutional state beyond its
class limitations, leading to the development
of an economically and politically democratic
socialist constitutional society. Developments
in Nyerere’s Tanzania, in Cuba and Venezuela
are examples. This is a huge undertaking. Yet,
it is the existing possibility for political action
here and today.

The struggle on legal and constitutional
matters (from public services and reproductive
rights to national sovereignty) is a precondition
for anti-capitalist revolution. Indeed the revolu-
tion has begun with this struggle.

Capital will not leave the stage of world
history without a fight. Born “dripping from
head to foot, from every pore, with blood and
dirt,” it will not leave the world differently.
In the meantime the maximising of profits at
any cost, with perpetual wars, the erosion of
democracy, and environmental destruction,
could take humankind into the abyss.

Today, after two world wars and European
fascism, we are moving towards a new peak.
The fight for peace is now about nothing less
than the survival of humankind. Peace is the
central issue of our time. We have a world to
gain.
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