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The federal government has replaced the
existing Child Care Rebate and the Child
Care Benefit with the new, means-tested
rebate known as the Child Care Subsidy.
The government’s latest changes to early
childhood education and care (ECEC)
came into operation on July 2. This pack-
age of changes fails to address the present
wage crisis in ECEC, to tighten the regula-
tion of the system or address the lack of
affordability.

Women still tend to carry the main respon-
sibility for raising the children.

The federal government has replaced the
existing Child Care Rebate and the Child Care
Benefit with the new, means-tested rebate
known as the Child Care Subsidy.

The government claims that there will be
an average of $1,300 extra per annum in gov-
ernment rebates that should result in around
230,000 families increasing their workforce
participation.

The government has increased the “child-
care” rebate from around 72 percent to 85 per-
cent of fees for the more than 370,000 families
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as commodity

whose combined income is less than $66,958 a
year and removed the present cap of $7,500 per
annum on rebates.

“We’re abolishing the dreaded annual
rebate cap for families earning $186,958 or less
a year — that’s more than 85 percent of fam-
ilies using childcare in Australia. The cap is
being increased to $10,190 for families earning
above that threshold,” Birmingham said.

Three factors determine the amount of
subsidy:

* Combined annual family income
o Activity test
» Type of service

Deceptive

But this is not as good as it sounds; there
is now a maximum hourly rate cap depending
on the service type. For example, the hourly
cap on long day care (centre based) is $11.77
and for family day care (in a home) is $10.90
per child.

This is where the sting is. Vacancies in
ECEC centres with quality, affordable pro-
grams can be hard to come by, depending
where you live. Fees can be anything from
$70-$177 per day depending on such things as
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the provider, the provision of meals, number of
qualified staff, and so on.

If the fees are say $15 or $20 or more per
hour, then it is misleading, to say the least,
to headline the removal of the $7,500 cap on
rebates. That puts an hourly cap of $11.71 on
the rebate.

There is no regulation of fees. The raising
of the rebate to 85 percent may result in a hike
in fees by the big, profit-gouging corporations
that are moving into and have monopolised
what is now viewed as an industry.

“Childcare” is becoming a commod-
ity, to be sold at a profit with all the short-
cuts and exploitation like any other capitalist
corporation.

The focus of ECEC should be on education
and care, on the children, their development
and socialisation of up to five or six years of
age. Not profits.

Landlords for ECEC centres are making a
return of between five and seven percent per
annum on their properties. It is a common prac-
tice to build in annual rent increases of three
percent per annum. Add to that profits made
by providers such as Only About Children
and Affinity Education that are owned by
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transnational private equity companies or G8,
a publicly listed corporation.

This drive for profits puts downward pres-
sure on quality and pressure on fees to be con-
stantly raised. The rent and profits are factored
into the fees. In other words, the government
is largely subsidising the private sector, not the
parents.

Opt in

Under the new package, all families must
apply — opt in — to receive the subsidy, even if
they were already a recipient of the old bene-
fits. To continue receiving payments it is neces-
sary to log into the myGov website and update
details.

It appears thousands of people are not
aware of this requirement, but Birmingham
says the government has put in place a safety
net that allows back payments to be made
within the first three months.

Even if they are aware, trying to log into
myGov can be a harrowing and unfruitful
experience at times. Trying to get assistance
by phone is mission impossible.

Continued on page 2

Child separation
an American tradition
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Govpass to repression

The Department of Human Services is to become the federal
government’s manager of digital identities after being selected
to build the identity provider solution that will be used for the
Govpass platform.

The government announced $92.4 million in funding for the
Govpass digital identity program in the 2018-19 Budget, with $60.9
million earmarked for an “accelerated implementation” by the
Digital Transformation Agency (DTA).

“The Govpass program will allow users to create their digital
identity and use this digital identity to engage with services online.
This funding will include a public trial of approximately 100,000
tax file number (TFN) applications being completed online,” the
Budget papers said. The delivery of Govpass will include a pilot for
users to create a digital identity and complete a Tax File Number
application online from end to end.

“Govpass will unlock access to a host of online services, while
reducing the burden on individuals to have to prove who they are
each time they want to make a transaction,” a statement from
Human Services Minister and Minister Assisting the Prime
Minister for Digital Transformation Michael Keenan and Social
Services Minister Dan Tehan said.

The information held on individuals by agencies such as
Medicare, Centrelink will be centralised in a single data base but
accessible through computer links and the use of the cardholder’s
identity number. There are suggestions that Medicare numbers will
be used as the ID number, in a form to comply with international
conventions.

Once registered, it is possible to apply for the Access Card, and
details of this card including personal ID number are included
on the register.

It is clear from the government’s activities in other areas that it
is only matter of time before other sorts of information are added
to or linked to the centralised register and secret areas of the card.

These could range from religion, sexuality, political affiliation
and activities, work permits, criminal record, places visited, close
associates, and be used by employers, military, police, intelligence
organisations, immigration. Banks have a particular interest in
access to such information as the current Royal Commission into
their activities makes clear.

In the present conditions, with the federal government’s beat-up
on terrorism, the demonising of Muslims, government advertise-
ments creating fear and insecurity, the fostering of nationalism of
the worst type, wide-ranging anti-democratic ASIO and terrorism
laws, the massive attack on trade unions and employer offensive on
wages and conditions, a national centralisation of personal informa-
tion of such proportions should be viewed as extremely dangerous.

The private sector is set to make a Kkilling.

Their involvement also raises serious security concerns. They
are not accountable to Parliament, they will be subcontracting to
other contractors and who knows where some of the data collected
will end up or how it will be used.

The government will also use the system to take a more puni-
tive approach in cutting welfare payments as part of its plan to
wind back services.

The Govpass must be opposed and stopped. It is being rushed
through at top speed, the period of public consultation was non-ex-
istent. The Communist Party of Australia opposes the introduction
of the system.

It is important to pressure the major political parties and build
as broad a movement as possible to defeat it. The involvement of
trade unions in this struggle is imperative. Trade unionists and
workers in general will be on the receiving end of Govpass, with
its net being cast wide to include progressive political activists and
silence all voices of dissent.
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New ATO building
will lock in massive
job cuils

A decision by the Australian Tax
Office to enter into a 10-year
lease for a new Townsville office
building that only has space for
existing staff numbers has been
criticised as a short-sighted deci-
sion that will prevent the restora-
tion of the 149 jobs that have been
axed during the past five years.

The Community and Public
Sector Union said that while it wel-
comed the ATO commitment to
remaining in Townsville for another
decade, the long-term leasing of
a new, custom-built office should
include capacity for growing job
numbers, rather than locking in five
years of cuts by only having space
for current staff.

“Despite plenty of talk about
decentralisation, the last five years
have seen the Liberal National
government in Canberra slash an

extraordinary 149 jobs from the
Townsville tax office alone,” CPSU
Queensland assistant regional secre-
tary Amy Smith said.

“Just last month the loss of
another 10 jobs from this office was
announced.

“Our union has been campaign-
ing hard with the local commu-
nity to have those jobs returned to
Townsville, ensuring future employ-
ment opportunities for our city.

“While it is great that the ATO
has announced they will enter into
a 10-year lease for a new, purpose-
built building in Townsville, it is
concerning that it will only be large
enough to house current staff, which
says the Federal Government has no
intention of restoring any of the jobs
that have been lost.”

The union says the construc-
tion of a new office building is an

opportunity to plan for the future,
in parti cular by ensuring there is
space for more jobs to be based in
the region, but instead we are seeing
an attempt to lock past job cuts in by
ensuring there will be no space avail-
able for new staff.

“Our community has been call-
ing on the Turnbull government to
stop these cuts and bring jobs back to
Townsville, but this announcement
confirms those pleas have been fall-
ing on deaf ears,” said Smith.

“Townsville needs new, reliable,
quality jobs if we are going to ensure
a strong local economy. The fed-
eral government has to play a part in
this, starting with a commitment to
restore the jobs they have axed and
ensuring ATO facilities in Townsville
have room to grow.” &
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Last week news broke that right-wing parliamentarian David
Leyonhjelm has made disgusting allegations in public about Greens
Senator Sarah Hansen-Young’s private life. Apparently some
conservative federal MPs also wait until after debate is finished
and the microphones are switched off in the chamber (so they won’t
be recorded in Hansard), and then hurl sexist abuse at female

MPs on the other side of the chamber. How inspiring! Women are
declaring they won’t tolerate sexist, misogynistic, threatening or
abusive language in the workplace and on line, and we declare our
intention to help stamp it out. But we need your help, so please
send in something for next week’s edition if you possibly can. Many
thanks to those who contributed this week, as follows:

Dr G Dittura $20, MM $10, “Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $15,
M Simmons $100, W Wilson $10

This week’s total: $160 Progressive total: $4,420

Childcare as commodity

Continued from page 1

Activity test

The other sting in the tail, where the government
expects to make substantial savings, is the introduction of
an activity test. This is not dissimilar to the tests imposed
on welfare recipients.

The number of hours of activity per fortnight deter-
mines the hours of subsidised care. For example, eight
to 16 hours of activity that meets the test requirements
entitles the parent to a maximum of 36 hours of subsidy
per child. (Details of the activity test are available on the
Department of Education and Training website.)

Where there are two parents both must meet the
requirements of the test and the amount of rebate is based
on the hours of activity of the parent with the lowest
entitlement.

This activity includes such things as paid work,
including self-employed, being on leave such as parental
leave, training courses, volunteering, unpaid work expe-
rience or internships, unpaid work in a family business
or actively looking for work. In two parent families both
parents must meet the activity test.

The activity test is harsh and complex, cutting access
to early learning for children who stand to benefit the
most. Disadvantaged, low income and families in inse-
cure work are negatively impacted by the activity tests.

The changes also cut quality ECEC access for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, which
United Voice vigorously opposes.

Wage crisis

Workers in the ECEC sector are highly skilled and
the work they do involves a great deal of responsibility
and care. Fully qualified ECEC educators have univer-
sity degrees and should be paid as educators on a similar
salary to teachers.

But they are not. The hourly rate is $22, less than
half that of the average wage. They have been fighting
for equal pay for some years with their calls falling on
deaf ears. They have also been hit by the cuts to weekend
penalty rates, the most recent being on July 1.

The overwhelming majority are women, and the gov-
ernment’s attitude seems to be one of treating them as
though they are doing “women’s work” minding children.

Their union, United Voice, is waging the Big Steps

campaign in response to Prime Minister Turnbull’s
refusal to act on the equal pay crisis in the centre. On
March 27, Keep Your Children Home Day, thousands of
members took part in its biggest walk-off ever. Parents
and providers supported their action and parents with
children at the affected centres organised alternative
arrangements.

Educators are angry and fed up. They, and the chil-
dren they educate every day, have once again been left
behind.

Education and Care

Education Minister Simon Birmingham constantly
uses the term “childcare” as if the centres do little more
than mind children. Yet these early years are the most
important in a child’s development.

If 90% of our brains are formed in the first four years,
why are our early childhood educators paid only half the
average national wage?

Early childhood educators deserve to be valued for
the important work that they do.

A child’s life chances should be shaped by their
innate abilities, not where they were born or how much
their parents earn.

Strong investment in ECEC can break the cycle of
disadvantage and set children on a strong educational
course for life.

The government’s package also includes an alloca-
tion of $870 million in support of 15 hours preschool
a week for every child during 2018 and 2019. Beyond
those years there is no commitment.

Struggle continues

The union has put the government on notice that con-
tinued refusal to give ECEC educators due recognition
for their skills and professionalism will lead to further
action from the sector this year.

The Communist Party of Australia believes that there
is no place for private, for-profit sector in ECEC.

The important role of early childhood educators in
the emotional, intellectual, social and cultural develop-
ment of pre-school children should be recognised. These
educators should be paid a salary commensurate with
their qualifications and responsibilities.

All children should have access to free early child-
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Educate yourself because we will need all your intelligence.
Be excited because we will need all your enthusiasm.
Organise because we will need all your strength.

Ordine Nuovo, Rassegna settimanale di cultura socialista
[the New Order, Weekly Review of Socialist Culture] 1919

hood education. &
J)




Guardian

Australia

Workers trapped
in wage crisis

Some of Australia’s lowest-paid
workers are facing a penalty rate
cut — with the full force of the cuts
still to come. The next 10 percent-
age point cut began from Sunday
July 1 with another cut still to
come in 12 months.

On July 1, hospitality workers
lost approximately $16 for work-
ing their Sunday shift, compared to
doing the same work as the previ-
ous weekend. This is the next step
towards hospitality workers losing
$40 a week or over $2,000 a year
once the full cuts are implemented.

There is no equity in a system
that enforces a pay cut for some of
Australia’s lowest-paid workers
when inequality is at all-time highs.
This is a fundamental attack on
working people.

The cut to a worker’s Sunday
penalty rate largely negates the
recent small rise in the minimum
wage of 64 cents an hour.

The net effect is penalty rate cuts
make the increase in the minimum
wage meaningless — effectively trap-
ping low-paid workers in a wage
crisis shown by historically low
levels of wage growth.

Jo-anne Schofield, national sec-
retary of United Voice, the hospital-
ity union says, “The system is broken
for Australian workers about to be hit
financially with another penalty rate
cut. This next penalty rate transition
wipes out the bulk of the minimum
wage increase. This is an attack on
working people.

“These changes to penalty
rates represent a pay cut that week-
end workers can’t afford and don’t
deserve.

“When our industrial relations
laws are used by employers to cut
the pay of low paid workers and
when our government refuses to
utter a word in support of workers,
the system is broken. The system is
broken if hardworking hospitality
workers can have their pay cut for
doing the same shift as just the week-
end before.

“Malcolm Turnbull could stop
this inequity now, if he has the will.
The Turnbull government’s inaction
has shown that protecting the living
standards of working Australians is
simply not a priority for them.

“Hospitality workers are calling
on their employers to do the right
thing and commit to not cutting the
wages of their staff. Businesses can
make the choice to support their staff
and commit to not cutting weekend
rates by 10 percentage points this
coming weekend.”

Clubs attack
penalty rates

The day after the harsh 10 per-
centage point cut came in, Clubs
Australia were back in the Fair Work
Commission on Monday July 2, con-
tinuing to attack the penalty rates of
club workers. The wealthy clubs
sector will be aggressively pursu-
ing their attempts to merge into the
Hospitality Award so as to reap the

benefit of the penalty rates cuts to
workers under that Award.

United Voice slammed Clubs
Australia’s continued attempts to cut
the penalty rates of club workers.

Jo-anne Schofield stated, “It
remains inconceivable that the Fair
Work Commission has provided this
opportunity to Clubs Australia to
re-prosecute their failed case from
the original penalty rates decision.
This is out of line with community
expectations of justice and of treat-
ing workers fairly. The clubs sector
needs to withdraw this case imme-
diately and stop their attempts to cut
the pay of the workers who are the
backbone of the sector.”

Industry bargaining
Workers’ voices in the system
are not being heard because the
system is stacked against them. The
penalty rate cuts are a clear sign that
the laws in this country are out of
step with community values, and
those laws will need to change.

From the Archives

The Socialist, July 1974

United Voice is calling for the
industrial relations system to move
to an industry-based collective bar-
gaining system. Only six percent
of workers in the hospitality sector
have been able to access bargaining
on an enterprise basis. It simply does
not work. Workers need to be able to
have a say about their pay and con-
ditions. So, workers in industries
like hospitality can bargain together,
jointly and collectively with their
employers to secure a fair deal.

United Voice will keep challeng-
ing the system if it fails to restore
these central principles.

United Voice joined the ACTU in
welcoming the recent increase to the
minimum wage. However, the Fair
Work Commission acknowledged
that the raise will not lift all award-
reliant employees out of poverty. Nor
did the decision address the gross
inequity of penalty rate cuts, which
will see hospitality workers lose out
on any gain.

The decision highlights the
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need for a bigger, systemic fix for
Australia’s low-paid workers.

The answer is simple: allowing
workers to effectively bargain and
restoring their voice in a system that
has been stacked against them for
years.

Overall the decision only dem-
onstrates the need for a stronger
system for workers, where we can
bargain across our industries for all
workers and for more than the mini-
mum that this decision provides.

Unions have also expressed great
concern that the award wage system
that is supposed to be a “safety net”
is now the source of wages and con-
ditions for nearly a quarter (23.9
percent) of the Australian workforce
— an alarming rise from the 15 per-
cent of workers covered by the mini-
mum wage and awards in 2010. This,
along with the continued collapse of
the enterprise bargaining system,
is clear evidence of the need for a
stronger industry bargaining system
for workers. &

Sydney
VIGIL

\ DEMANDING THAT
| THE USA STOP
THE BLOCKADE ON CUBA

5:30 pm Friday July 20
Sydney Martin place outside the USA consulate

The 20th of each month will be transformed into days
of struggle against all forms of blockade, denunciation
of the inferference of the empire and the low-intensity
war that is being waged against sovereign countries,
and the demand to the right to self-determination of
people fo decide their destiny and to live in peace.

Long Live Bolivarian Venezuela!!!
Long live International Solidarity!!!
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East Timor

Australia

A very Australian coup

Marcus Browning

This background comes in light
of the revelations exposed by
whistleblower Witness K and his
lawyer Bernard Collaery that
Australia bugged the conference
room of then East Timor govern-
ment. They now face criminal
prosecution for revealing the
Australian government’s illegal
actions in bugging the private
government discussions of our
East Timor neighbours.

In 2004 agents from the
Australian Secret Intelligence
Service (ASIS) planted listening
devices in the cabinet room of the
East Timor government. The aim
was to obtain information to advan-
tage Australia in negotiations over
the East Timor-Australia boundary
which straddles a major undersea
oilfield

On May 5, 1999 Indonesia,
Portugal and the United Nations
agreed on a UN-supervised “ballot
consultation” process to determine
whether the people of East Timor
wanted independence. Indonesia
agreed that if continued rule by
Indonesia was rejected, they would
quit the former Portuguese colony.

However, despite initial opti-
mism after the arrival of UN person-
nel, events unfolding in East Timor
dimmed hopes of a free and fair ref-
erendum on independence for the
nation. The Indonesian military and
militia groups deliberately intensi-
fied moves to foster an atmosphere
of terror and intimidation in the
run-up to the referendum.

Over a period of two months
leading up to ballot paramilitary
militias backed by the Indonesian
armed forces killed more than 150
people, with many more missing.

In the East Timorese capital
of Dili, militia groups with overt
support from Indonesian soldiers
attacked many pro-independence
supporters and drove thousands of
people from their homes into make-
shift reservations, described by
human rights groups as similar to
concentration camps.

At the time, the application of
former Australian Foreign Minister
Gareth Evans for the position of
UNESCO Director-General was
supported by the Australian Liberal
Party and its Foreign Minister
Alexander Downer.

Evans, a long-time defender
of the Indonesian regime, once
described the execution of some 270

people during the 1991 Dili massacre
as an “aberration”.

Evans also negotiated the Timor
Gap Treaty between Australia and
Indonesia, a treaty which neatly
excluded the East Timorese from
any share in the exploitation of the
oil resources which lie beneath the
sea bed around East Timor.

Evans was noted for his attacks
on supporters of human rights for
the East Timorese as being unre-
alistic and ignorant of Indonesian
“realpolitik”.

In 1999 in the United States
the State Department and Pentagon
reported projected arms sales for
1999 to Indonesian military of $106
million, as well as plans to train the
Indonesian police.

From the earliest days of its
formation in 2002 as an independ-
ent state with a government led by
Fretilin, Australian governments
have been seeking ways to under-
mine the government of East Timor.
Its aim: to replace it with one that
would comply with Australian poli-
cies and do Australia’s bidding.

A former Portuguese general
Alfredo Assuncao who commanded
a UN force in East Timor told a
Portuguese newspaper that, “what
interests the Australians most is
oil and gas ... So what better way
to control these enormously rich
resources than to be physically
present and control the country’s
political system?” He went on to say
that the Australians always wanted
to control everything and everyone
in East Timor but had been frustrated
because President Xanana Gusmao
and Mari Alkatiri had shown a united
front. “The break-up of this union is
opening the way for them [Australia]
to take control of the country.”

The establishment of a military
base under the control of Australian
forces and available inevitably for
use by the United States forces as a
forward base for US troops, tanks,
aircraft, missiles and warships, has
always been a major objective.

Military base

In 2006 the Sydney Morning
Herald reported that an Australian
base was to be established in East
Timor and that the Australian gov-
ernment had already tendered for the
construction of the base. It would
house 3,000 troops and be equipped
with all mod cons. The report said
that the base would be maintained
for 15 months but it is unlikely that
such a substantial base would be
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established for such a short space of
time.

The push for a base has to be
seen on the background of the gen-
eral situation in the Asia-Pacific
region. Its intended use was not
only to be to impose and maintain a
colonialist regime in East Timor but
also aimed against Indonesia and the
Asian mainland.

The Australian and US govern-
ments were preparing, step by step,
for a big war in Asia within the
next 15-20 years or less. In October
2005 former military adviser to the
Howard government Ross Babbage
published a booklet “Preparing
Australia’s Defence for 2020”. He
wrote of the possibility of a “major
war in Asia in the 2020 timeframe”.

A forward base in East Timor
fits snuggly into this plan. However,
the emergence of a Fretilin govern-
ment with Alkatiri as Prime Minister,
to whom independence meant real
independence and not some new
form of colonisation, threatened, and
still does, these ambitions.

The Fretilin government pro-
ceeded to implement social and eco-
nomic policies without resort to the
shackling loans, “market forces”
economics and privatisation poli-
cies of the IMF and World Bank.
Furthermore, Prime Minister Alkatiri
stood up to the bullying and threats
of Australia’s Foreign Minister
Alexander Downer over the control

Saturday July 28
Doors open 7:45 pm

Hellenic Club of WA

75 Stirling Street Perth
Admission $20 (af the door)

Fundraiser for health projects in Cuba

For more information contact
0419 812 872 or acfsperth@gmail.com

Organised by
the Australio-Cuba Friendship Society — ACFS WA
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and revenue sharing of East Timor’s
oil and gas resources.

Gas and oil

In a situation when control of
oil and gas supplies, exploration and
pipelines has become a major inter-
national issue and when the former,
almost completely control by US
and British companies, is being chal-
lenged, control of East Timor’s con-
siderable oil and gas resources was
a significant issue. Indonesian and
East Timor oil and natural gas sup-
plies may become a critical source
of supply to Australia and the United
States in the future.

These are all major reasons
behind the Australian government’s
determination to remove Mari
Alkatiri as Prime Minister and to
destroy Fretilin as the major progres-
sive and government force in East
Timor’s political life.

The first signs of this conspir-
acy against East Timor were evident
when the US and Australia urged
the scaling down of the UN mission
in East Timor following the vote of
independence and the election of the
Fretilin government.

Once the UN was removed as
an effective presence the way was
cleared for other preparations to be
put in train. The main objectives
were the removal of Mari Alkatiri
as Prime Minister, the weakening
of Fretilin as the majority Party and
its eventual replacement by other
political forces and leaders who will
be amendable to the political and
economic policies favoured by the
Australian government.

This coincided with the long-
term objective of Australian gov-
ernments, including the current one,
and was behind the use of Australian
troops at the time of East Timor’s
independence in 2001. It appeared at
the time that the Howard government
had, all of a sudden, become genu-
inely committed to the independence
struggle of the savagely suppressed
population of East Timor. But this
conversion was never the truth of the
matter.

Role of troops

Another essential part of the
coup attempt taking place against
the government of East Timor was
the introduction of a large contin-
gent of Australian and NZ troops.
The presence of Malaysian and

Portuguese troops was mere camou-
flage to help cover the real intentions
of the Australian and NZ govern-
ments. As Portuguese General
Alfredo Assuncao said, “what better
way to control these enormously
rich resources than to be physically
present and control the country’s
political system?”

A task given to the Australian
military forces set down in the Rules
of Engagement agreed between
Australia and the East Timor gov-
ernment, was to disarm the sol-
diers who had rebelled against the
army and police forces loyal to the
government.

However, immediately upon
the arrival of the Australian forces,
officers hot-footed it into the hills
where the mutinous soldiers were
located, not to disarm them, as had
been agreed in the rules of engage-
ment but to talk and no doubt drink
the beer that Major Reinado had sug-
gested they bring with them.

As far back as 1999 this paper
wrote of ‘“Australia’s imperial-
ist ambitions cloaked in humani-
tarian pretences”. The government
had announced what was called the
“Howard Doctrine” at the time. It
made clear the Australian govern-
ment’s intention to play a “Deputy
Sheriff” role to the United States.

The Australian government
said that even before the referen-
dum in East Timor in which the East
Timorese people voted for inde-
pendence, it had “... made ready an
additional brigade of the Australian
army in case Australian forces were
needed for peacekeeping operations
in East Timor. As a result we were
able to respond immediately to the
UN request, not only to participate
but to lead the multinational force.”

The same advance preparations
were made for intervention this
year. Once again the real intentions
are being obscured by humanitarian
pretences.

If Australia’s real intentions
are successful it will be a tragedy
for the East Timorese people who
will again be reduced to a colony
not of Indonesia but of Australia.
Unfortunately, some who played a
worthy part in the struggle for inde-
pendence from Indonesia are now,
as a result of confusion, blindness or
malice, about to sell their country’s
independence to the new colonial
power in the South Pacific. &
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Deadly propaganda
The Pentagon and Hollywood

Michael McCafferey

The Pentagon helps Hollywood to make
money and, in turn, Hollywood churns
out effective propaganda for the brutal
American war machine. The US has the
largest military budget in the world, spend-
ing over $611 billion — far larger than any
other nation on Earth. The US military also
has at their disposal the most successful
propaganda apparatus the world has ever
known ... Hollywood.

Since their collaboration on the first Best
Picture winner Wings in 1927, the US mili-
tary has used Hollywood to manufacture and
shape its public image in over 1,800 films and
TV shows. Hollywood has, in turn, used mil-
itary hardware in their films and TV shows
to make gobs and gobs of money. A pleth-
ora of movies like Lone Survivor, Captain
Philips, and even blockbuster franchises like
Transformers and Marvel, DC and X-Men
superhero movies have agreed to cede crea-
tive control in exchange for use of US mili-
tary hardware over the years.

In order to obtain cooperation from the
Department of Defence (DoD), producers
must sign contracts that guarantee a military
approved version of the script makes it to the
big screen. In return for signing away creative
control, Hollywood producers save tens of mil-
lions of dollars from their budgets on military
equipment, service members to operate the
equipment, and expensive location fees.

Captain Russell Coons, director of the
Navy Office of Information West, told A4/
Jazeera what the military expects for their
cooperation: “We’re not going to support a pro-
gram that disgraces a uniform or presents us in
a compromising way.”

Phil Strub, the DoD chief Hollywood liai-
son, says the guidelines are clear. “If the film-
makers are willing to negotiate with us to
resolve our script concerns, usually we’ll reach
an agreement. If not, filmmakers are free to
press on without military assistance.”

In other words, the Department of Defence
is using taxpayer money to pick favourites. The
DoD has no interest in nuance, truth or — God
forbid — artistic expression; only in insidious
jingoism that manipulates public opinion to
their favour. This is chilling when you consider
that the DoD is able to use its financial lever-
age to quash dissenting films it deems insuf-
ficiently pro-military or pro-American in any
way.

The danger of the DoD-Hollywood alli-
ance is that Hollywood is incredibly skilled

at making entertaining, pro-war propaganda.
The DoD isn’t getting involved in films like
Iron Man, X-Men, Transformers or Jurassic
Park I for fun. They are doing so because it’s
an effective way to psychologically program
Americans, particularly young Americans, not
just to adore the military, but to worship mili-
tarism. This ingrained love of militarism has
devastating real-world effects.

Lawrence Suid, author of Guts and Glory:
The Making of the American Military Image
in Film told Al Jazeera, “1 was teaching the
history of the Vietnam War, and I couldn’t
explain how we got into Vietnam. I could
give the facts, the dates, but I couldn’t explain
why. And when I was getting my film degrees,
it suddenly occurred to me that the people in
the US had never seen the US lose a war, and
when President Johnson said we can go into
Vietnam and win, they believed him because
they’d seen 50 years of war movies that were
positive”

As Suid points out, generations of
Americans had been raised watching John
Wayne valiantly storm the beaches of
Normandy in films like The Longest Day, and
thus were primed to be easily manipulated into
supporting any US military adventure because
they were conditioned to believe that the US
is always the benevolent hero and inoculated
against doubt.

This indoctrinated adoration of a belliger-
ent militarism, conjured by Hollywood block-
busters, also resulted in Americans being
wilfully misled into supporting a farce like the
2003 Iraq War. The psychological conditioning
for Iraq War support was built upon hugely suc-
cessful films like Saving Private Ryan (1998),
directed by Steven Spielberg, and Black Hawk
Down (2001), produced by Jerry Bruckheimer,
that emphasised altruistic American militarism.
Spielberg and Bruckheimer are two Hollywood
heavyweights considered by the DoD to be
their most reliable collaborators.

Another example of the success of the
DoD propaganda program was the pulse-
pounding agitprop of the Tom Cruise block-
buster Top Gun (1986). The movie, produced
by Bruckheimer, was a turning point in the
DoD-Hollywood relationship, as it came
amid a string of artistically successful, DoD-
opposed, “anti-war” films, like Apocalypse
Now, Platoon and Full Metal Jacket, which
gave voice to America’s post-Vietnam crisis
of confidence. Top Gun was the visual repre-
sentation of Reagan’s flag-waving optimism,
and was the Cold War cinematic antidote to the
Vietnam Syndrome.
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Francis Ford Coppola’s Apocalypse Now — Robert Duvall and Sam Bottoms.

Top Gun, which could not have been made
without massive assistance from the DoD, was
a slick, two-hour recruiting commercial that
coincided with a major leap in public approval
ratings for the military. With a nadir of 50 per-
cent in 1980, by the time the Gulf War started
in 1991, public support for the military had
spiked to 85 percent.

Since Top Gun, the DoD propaganda
machine has resulted in a current public
approval for the military of 72 percent, with
Congress at 12 percent, the media at 24 per-
cent, and even Churches at only 40 percent.
The military is far and away the most popular
institution in American life. Other institutions
would no doubt have better approval ratings if
they too could manage and control their image
in the public sphere.

It isn’t just the DoD that uses the formi-
dable Hollywood propaganda apparatus to
its own end ... the CIA does as well, working
with films to enhance its reputation and distort
history.

For example, as the War on Terror raged,
the CIA deftly used Charlie Wilson's War
(2007) as a disinformation vehicle to revise
their sordid history with the Mujahideen in
Afghanistan and to portray themselves as
heroic and not nefarious.

The CIA also surreptitiously aided the
film Zero Dark Thirty (2012), and used it as a
propaganda tool to alter history and convince
Americans that torture works.

The case for torture presented in Zero Dark
Thirty was originally made from 2001 to 2010
on the hit TV show 24, which had support from
the CIA as well. That pro-CIA and pro-torture
narrative continued in 2011 with the Emmy-
winning show Homeland, created by the same
producers as 24, Howard Gordon and Alex
Gansa.

A huge CIA-Hollywood success story was
Best Picture winner Argo (2012), which ironi-
cally is the story of the CIA teaming up with
Hollywood. The CIA collaborated with the
makers of Argo in order to pervert the histori-
cal record and elevate their image.

The fact that this propaganda devil’s bar-
gain between the DoD/CIA and Hollywood
takes place in the self-declared Greatest
Democracy on Earth™ is an irony seemingly
lost on those in power who benefit from it, and
also among those targeted to be indoctrinated
by it, entertainment consumers, who are for the
most part entirely oblivious to it.

If America is the Greatest Democracy in
the World, why are its military and intelligence
agencies so intent on covertly misleading its

citizens, stifling artistic dissent, and obfuscat-
ing the truth? The answer is obvious ... because
in order to convince Americans that their coun-
try is The Greatest Democracy on Earth, they
must be misled, artistic dissent must be stifled
and the truth must be obfuscated.

In the wake of the American defeat in the
Vietnam war, cinema flourished by introspec-
tively investigating the deeper uncomfortable
truths of that fiasco in Oscar-nominated films
like Apocalypse Now, Coming Home, The Deer
Hunter, Platoon, Full Metal Jacket and Born
on the Fourth of July, all made without assist-
ance from the DoD.

The stultifying bureaucracy of America’s
jingoistic military agitprop machine is now
becoming more successful at suffocating artis-
tic endeavours in their crib. With filmmak-
ing becoming ever more corporatised, it is
an uphill battle for directors to maintain their
artistic integrity in the face of cost-cutting
budgetary concerns from studios.

In contrast to post-Vietnam cinema, after
the unmitigated disaster of the US inva-
sion of Iraq and the continuing quagmire in
Afghanistan, there has been no cinematic ren-
aissance, only a steady diet of mendaciously
patriotic, DoD-approved, pro-war drivel like
American Sniper and Lone Survivor. Best
Picture winner The Hurt Locker (2008), shot
with no assistance from the DoD, was the
lone exception that successfully dared to por-
tray some of the ugly truths of America’s
Mesopotamian misadventure.

President Eisenhower once warned
Americans to “guard against the acquisition
of unwarranted influence, whether sought or
unsought, by the military industrial complex.”

Eisenhower’s prescient warning should
have extended to the military industrial enter-
tainment complex of the DoD/CIA-Hollywood
alliance, which has succeeded in turning
Americans into a group of uniformly incurious
and militaristic zealots.

America is now stuck in a perpetual
pro-war propaganda cycle, where the DoD/
CIA and Hollywood conspire to indoctrinate
Americans to be warmongers and, in turn,
Americans now demand more militarism from
their entertainment and government. Wash.
Rinse. Repeat.

The DoD/CIA-Hollywood propaganda alli-
ance guarantees Americans will blindly sup-
port more future failed wars and will be willing
accomplices in the deaths of millions more
people across the globe.

RT - Russia Today &
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Democracy:

An impediment to capitalism

Eoghan M ONill

“The executive of the modern state is but
a committee for managing the common
affairs of the whole bourgeoisie.” Marx
wrote these words in the Communist
Manifesto in 1848 and in so doing accu-
rately described the role of capitalist lib-
eral government. Over a century and a half
later, some argue that we have moved on
and that Marx’s description is no longer
relevant. After all, we now have an almost
universal franchise. We have a multi-party
system, from which we elect a “representa-
tive” government, which operates “in the
interests of the nation.”

But form is not the same as substance.
As the dynamics of capitalism have driven
changes in the form of production without
altering the exploitative nature of capitalism,
so too have these same dynamics changed the
form of the state while continuing to reflect the
interests of the capitalist class.

The universal franchise was not a natural
development within capitalism but was some-
thing that was hard fought for by the working
class, and one that the bourgeoisie reluctantly
conceded. We may choose parties, but we have
no say over policies. Democracy ends at the
ballot box.

Just as the process of production remains
in flux, so too has the form of the state, which
must remain in keeping with the needs of the
capitalist class. Despite the myth, the capitalist
class is no longer made up of individual indus-
trialists, struggling in competition. The capi-
talist class is now transnational corporations,
with monopolistic control, led and controlled

by large block votes and management teams
rather than individual shareholders.

Disguise it as best they may, the power
of national governments has waned and is
under continuing pressure to withdraw from
the economic arena. The continuing crisis of
capitalism has accelerated the dynamics of glo-
balisation. In turn, the national management of
economies is being restructured to reflect the
material conditions of a globalised economy.
The contradiction between democracy and cap-
italist accumulation can no longer hold.

The impact of this global capitalist trans-
formation has thrown light on the precarious-
ness of liberal social democracy, particularly so
here in Ireland. The Irish state has been hit by
a triple whammy. Firstly there is the continu-
ing colonial relationship with Britain. British
partition of Ireland and its continued control
of the north-eastern counties has distorted the
economic development of both the Republic
and the northern statelet.

Historically, industrial development in
what is now the Republic was constrained by
British imperialism, even after national libera-
tion. Partition and the separation of the more
industrialised north-east continued to nega-
tively affect the economy of the emerging
Republic.

In the north-east, economic development
remained subject to British control and inter-
ests. It was the British state that decided on the
destruction of the industrial base in the north-
east of Ireland, not the people of the north-east,
nor the people of Ireland as a whole.

Secondly, the Irish state’s membership of
the EU has brought a loss of economic and
political sovereignty. EU membership brought

with it the surrender of control over fisheries
and agriculture, the loss of budgetary control,
loss of control over competition, loss of control
over the raising of state borrowing, and the sur-
render of control over negotiations on interna-
tional trade agreements

Furthermore, the Republic is coming under
extensive pressure to surrender control of some
of'its tax policies. Ireland was also bullied into
accepting the lion’s share of private debt from
European banks.

Thirdly, there is the power of American
transnational corporations, which are demand-
ing the surrender of natural resources, such as
gas and oil, and which wish to introduce frack-
ing into Ireland. Meanwhile they continue to
move production processes out of Ireland,
leaving only shell companies, which act as a
conduit for the repatriation of global profits for
the purpose of tax avoidance.

Transnational corporations also use Irish
financial services to move the criminal pro-
ceeds from international tax evasion and cor-
ruption. They determine the tax status of their
subsidiaries in Ireland, and also determine the
actual rate of corporation tax they pay. These
corporations have also sought to constrain the
struggle for trade union recognition, have sup-
ported anti-union laws, and have increased the
precariousness of employment.

As capitalists seek to address the con-
tinuing crisis within capitalism by means of
a globalised economy, impediments to that
process, such as national sovereignty, must
be reduced if not fully removed. States will
be compelled to open up the public sector to
privatisation as capitalism demands new mar-
kets. Governments must surrender control over

Guardian

economic, environmental and industrial rela-
tions legislation to transnational corporations,
which will design and vet such legislation.

Despite the franchise, we have no control
over economic affairs, and never had. The state
may allow us to decide on the voting age of
the electorate but will not allow us any say on
important international trade agreements.

The government and the Northern Ireland

Book Review by Sedn Edwards
A new geological epoch

lan Angus — Facing the Anthropocene: Fossil Capitalism and the Crisis ¢

Cringy, clesquent, sl

MEEF BAYVES, suthor e

facing the
anthropocene

fossil capitalism and
the crisis of the carth system

Scientific researchers studying climate
change have come to the conclusion that
the effects are so great that the earth has
entered a new geological epoch, which they
have named the Anthropocene. Ian Angus,
in this book, sets out to explain the reason
why.

The existence of global warming and the
threat of catastrophic climate change is now
generally accepted as fact. Governments, as
represented at international conferences, have
reluctantly recognised the need for action —
not that they ever fulfilled their commitments.
The Paris conference in 2014 was hailed as a
breakthrough, as it appeared at last that they
were getting serious.

Even so, the commitments made there
are certainly too little and possibly too late.
There continues a well-financed campaign of
climate change denial, which featured largely
in Donald Trump’s election campaign in the
United States and threatens to derail even the
inadequate response that has been promised.
Trump has since officially withdrawn from
the Paris agreement.

Since the middle of the 19th century,
scientists have expressed concern over
the damage to the environment caused by
modern industry and agriculture. As evidence
mounted in the 20th century that the damage
was on a planetary scale, this concern turned
to alarm.

From the 1980s, scientific workers have
involved themselves in internationally organ-
ised intensive research projects in the study
of climate change. In 1986 the International
Council of Scientific Unions set up the

International Geosphere-Biosphere Program
to “describe and understand the interactive
physical, chemical and biological processes
that regulate the total earth system.”

This group came to co-ordinate the work
of thousands of scientists internationally. It
has come to the conclusion that the effects
of human activity are so great as to begin a
new geological epoch, which they call the
Anthropocene. After 30 years’ work, the pro-
gram closed at the end of 2016.

Human activity has influenced the cli-
mate, at least locally, since we learnt to cul-
tivate the land some 10,000 years ago. The
Holocene epoch, with the end of the Ice Age,
brought in a relatively stable climate, which
made agriculture possible. Throughout his-
tory, though, the impact remained local — until
the Industrial Revolution began the burn-
ing of fossil fuels. First the steam engine,
then the railway, steamships, motor cars and
aeroplanes consumed coal, oil and gas at an
ever-increasing rate. lan Angus calls it “fossil
capitalism.”

In the 1950s there was a great accel-
eration in the rate of production of carbon
dioxide and the consequent rise in tempera-
ture. First in North America, then in western
Europe, there was a massive increase in car
ownership and the accompanying build-up of
suburbia. Air travel became commonplace,
and trade expanded. Agriculture became
more mechanised, using more fertilisers and
pesticides, to the extent that the energy input
is ten times greater than the food energy
produced.

All these required vast quantities of oil,

while the military industry, the greediest and
dirtiest of all, grew out of all proportion.

The carbon dioxide produced is a “green-
house gas,” which has the effect of holding
the heat in the earth. Were it not in the atmos-
phere the earth’s temperature would be 35°
lower; with too much it would be unbear-
ably hot. The greatest concentration of carbon
dioxide reached in the Holocene was 300
parts per million; in 2015 it reached 400 ppm,
the highest level for hundreds of thousands
of years. Consequently, the average earth
temperature is also outside the range of the
Holocene; in fact it is at the highest level in
human experience.

A rise of 1°C does not sound much, but it
entails much greater extremes in the weather,
more heat waves, hurricanes, droughts, and
floods, which we are already experiencing.
The melting of glaciers threatens some of the
major river systems of the world.

The Paris agreement set a target of an
increase of less than 2°C above the pre-indus-
trial level. According to Ian Angus, in the
unlikely event of all the commitments made
there being fulfilled, there is a 90 percent
chance of the temperature rising by more than
2°C by 2100. If business as usual continues it
could rise by 4°C by 2080.

Acrise of 2°C or more would have disas-
trous effects on the poorer, tropical countries
of the world.

The people who contributed nothing to
the problem are the ones suffering the great-
est hardship: the world’s wealthier countries
produced 80 percent of the carbon dioxide
and the poorest countries less than 1 per cent.
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A poem that could
make a difference

Gabriel Rosenstock introduces and translates a poem from the Indian sub-continent.

“Pandu, the Masseur in Goa” by Abhay K is a previously unpublished poem that every tourist
should read. I’d very much like to see it as a poster poem in airports around the world.

Its raw immediacy strikes home. Its message is unavoidable and unambiguous. I love the irony in
the line “this time I’ve voted for the opposition.” As if that’s going to make one damn difference! But
this is a poem that could make a difference, that could change our attitude — and the way we all behave
when we take a holiday. How many poems today manage to do that? I suppose you could call this type
of poetry “exposure poetry.” Well, then, we could do with a lot more of it.

Socialist Voice &

Assembly cannot be described as sover-
eign. The peripheral states of the EU, Ireland
included, cannot even claim to be managers of
their own economies. They have been reduced
to nodes in globalised supply and value chains.
They have been reduced to the status of com-
prador, answerable not to their own people but
to their imperial masters.

Socialist Voice &

f the Earth System

Some see this as a security problem: how to
keep immigrants out, whether they are fleeing
the consequences of global warming or the
wars created by the imperialist powers, which
are also about oil. The climate crisis becomes
an argument for militarism.

Is there a fix? Looking at it as a purely
technical problem, Ian Angus answers,
“Perhaps,” and examines a proposed project
(Deluchi and Jacobson, 2009) to replace
oil, using millions of wind turbines and
solar panels. Angus thinks this is politi-
cally impossible: “Fossil fuels,” he writes,
“are not an overlay that can be peeled away
from capitalism, leaving the system intact.”
The British Empire was fuelled by coal; oil
made America great; what fed them has now
become toxic.

And the capitalist imperative is accumu-
lation. If capitalism is not growing it is in
crisis. “Green” policies proposing limitations
to growth (for example Richard Douthwaite
in The Growth Illusion) are incompatible with
capitalism. Capitalist states and the capitalist
system are neither willing nor able to face up
to finding a solution to the crisis of the earth
system.

The solution, if we can make it in time,
can only be a socialist one or, as lan Angus
calls it, “ecosocialist.”

Socialists, including communists, have
given insufficient attention to the climate
crisis. This book provides a much-needed
education and a call to action. Read it.
Anthropocene: Fossil Capitalism and the
Crisis of the Earth System (New York: Monthly
Review Press, 2016). Socialist Voice &

Pandu, the Masseur in Goa

My name is Pandu,
I am a masseur from Kolhapur,
in the state of Maharashtra

I can do foot massage, head massage
I can massage your genitals
I have been massaging since past twenty years,

Mostly Americans, English and Danes
but now the beach is full of Russians
and I don’t know much Russian sadly

My fellow masseur met a Swiss woman
they got married and went to Switzerland,
now he asks me give him a massage (chuckles)

I work here only six months in a year —
October to May, then I go back to Kolhapur
to work in the fields, to grow vegetables and fruits

Earlier I used to sell grass, opium and drugs
not any more, it has become too dangerous
but don’t worry, I still have got some contacts

I can get you whatever you want — drugs, women
please let me give you a massage,
please don’t tell anyone what I am telling you

The beach shack owner does not pay me
he does not give me food or any drinks
I pay extortion to the police every month

All'T earn is from massages I do
so please let me massage you,
this time I’ve voted for the opposition

Look at my finger tip, the dot of Indian ink,
they will give licences for five years

to run the beach shacks

Government did nothing much in the past six years,

I am building a home here in Goa, I have taken a loan

and have to pay a huge sum as interest every month

Please let me give you a massage,
my family will die of hunger back in Kolhapur
be kind, take pity on me, let me give you a massage.

Pandu, Suathaire i nGoa

Pandu is ainm dom,
Is suathaire mé as Kolhapur, i stat Maharashtra
i stat Maharashtra

Is féidir liom suathaireacht cos a dhéanamh, suathaireacht cinn
d’théadfainn do bhaill ghinitina a imchuimilt duit
taim 1 mbun suathaireachta le scor bliain anuas,

Meiriceanaigh is mo, Sasanaigh is Danmhargaigh
ach bionn an tra lan de Ruisigh anois
nil méran Ruisise agam faraor

bhuail mo chomh-shuathaire le bean as an Eilvéis
phosadar agus chuadar chun na hEilvéise,
Iarrann sé ormsa anois suathaireacht a thabhairt do siud (scig-ghaire)

ni oibrimse anseo ach sé mhi in aghaidh na bliana—
Deireadh Fombhair go Bealtaine, ar ais liom ansin go Kolhapur
d’fhonn na goirt a shaothru, glasrai is torthai a thas

roimhe sin bhinn ag diol raithni, éipiaim is drugai
ni dheinim nios mo €, ta sé rddhainséarach anois
ach na bi buartha, ta roinnt teagmhalacha agam i gconai

gheobhaidh mé rud ar bith duit is mian leat—drugai, mna
lig dom suathaireacht a thabhairt duit,
na hinis d’éinne led’ thoil an méid atdim a ra leat

ni focann Ginéir an bhothdin trd mé
ni thugann sé bia na deoch dom
iocaim sracadh leis na pdilini uair sa mhi

nil de theacht isteach agam ach an tsuathaireacht
lig dom suathaireacht a thabhairt duit led’ thoil,
thugas vota don bhfreastra an babhta seo

féach ar bharr mo mhéire, ponc de dhuch Indiach,
eisionn siad ceadunais ar feadh ctiig bliana
chun na bothdin tra a rith

nior dhein an Rialtas moran le sé bliana anuas,
ta tigh 4 thogaint anseo agam i nGoa, ta iasacht faighte agam
agus suim mhor a hioc agam mar us gach mi

lig dom suathaireacht a thabhairt duit le do thoil,
caillfear an teaghlach den ocras thoir in Kolhapur
bi cinealta, biodh trua agat dom, lig dom suathaireacht a thabhairt duit.
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Bernie of Mexico

Greg Palast

This is Trump’s nightmare. I’m
writing minutes after the victory
of the Bernie Sanders of Mexico,
Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador.
Everyone calls him “Amlo.”

This is actually Amlo’s re-elec-
tion. He first won the presidency in
2006, but back then the thieving,
scheming, blood-stained criminal
gang that rules Mexico — and I'm
being polite — declared Amlo’s dis-
solute opponent the winner.

In 2006, rather than concede to
vote thievery, lick his wounds and
toddle off on a book tour, Amlo took
his supporters into the streets, raised
hell, blocked the capital’s central
square for months, held a People’s
Inaugural, and vowed to never, ever
concede.

And tonight, 12 years later, Amlo
has won a crushing, too-big-to-steal
victory in Mexico’s presidential elec-
tion. And while the good and great
told him he’d be finished if he kept
protesting against the stolen elec-
tion, he made counting every vote
the very first of his five-point cam-
paign platform. He understands that
even those with empty stomachs also
hunger for democracy.

And Amlo gave the people some-
thing to vote for. The rest of his plat-
form included expanding free college
education, raising the minimum
wage, fighting income inequality and
creating a massive infrastructure-fix-
ing jobs program.

If that sounds like Bernie
Sanders, that’s no accident. Amlo,
like Bernie, said he is taking his pro-
gram from that great Mexican hero,
Franklin Delano Roosevelt.

Nevertheless, Mexican media
blared apoplectic prophecies that
Amlo would be the Second Coming
of Hugo Chavez, with mass nation-
alisations to follow. The hysteria was
parroted in the New York Times, not
coincidentally, owned by Mexico’s
richest man.

I can tell you, Amlo is way more

Bernie Sanders than Hugo Chavez
and I’ve known all three. Both Amlo
and Sanders were mayors who ran
their cities as what I’d call “pot-
hole populists.” It’s get-the-job-
done socialism with the emphasis on
social not -ism.

Amlo proved he could tamp
down corruption, keep a stingy hold
on budgets while increasing pen-
sions and providing education grants.
Mayor Amlo, unlike Donald Trump,
completed major city infrastructure
projects — all out of the savings from
cutting waste and corruption.

But, unlike Bernie, who did his
good works in the mean streets of
Burlington, Vermont, Amlo worked
nothing less than a miracle in Mexico
City, which is bigger than New York
and 10 times as ungovernable. Like
Bernie, Amlo is a working-class kid
who worked in the social movement
trenches — Sanders as a Student Non-
violent Co-ordinating Committee
organiser in Chicago, while Lopez
Obrador spent six years living with,
sharing the lives of and fighting for
the poorest Mayan families.

Let’s not get carried away with
our democracy high. This election is
being stolen as I write.

Not the presidency. Amlo’s poll
lead of 52 percent to 25 percent for
his nearest competitor, is just too
much to steal. But every seat of the
Mexican Congress is up for grabs,
and the powers that be, the laughably
named Institutional Revolutionary
Party (PRI) and the right-wing
National Action Party (PAN) are
fighting for their lives — and some-
times they fight with bullets.

So, far, 132 officials and can-
didates have been murdered in this
election cycle. I spoke with voting
rights activist and movie star Yareli
Arizmendi in Mexico City, who told
me that the old-guard politicians
were tied up with the Zetas and other
drug gangs.

In all fairness, I should note that
many victims were not just Amlo
allies but also PRI, Green Party and
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Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador.

independents who challenged the
control of their cities and states by
narco-traffickers.

Indeed, Amlo’s campaign gained
fuel when, in 2014, the public
learned of the disappearance of 43
students and three investigating
journalists.

Evidence now indicates they
were hacked to pieces and dissolved
in acid by the Guerreros Unidos
gang, on orders from a politician
connected to the ruling party.

Arizmendi reports that ballots
have been burnt in gang and ruling-
party-controlled districts. She sent
me a video of a woman pre-marking
a stack of ballots.

I saw this game up close in 2006
when I was sent by Democracy Now
to investigate Amlo’s shock loss by
just half a percent of the vote.

On election night, Amlo was way
ahead when the official count was
halted — then resumed with a mas-
sive reversal in the final count. Our
investigators found massive ballot-
box stuffing, ballot box dumping and
intimidation of voters at gunpoint.

There were games with elec-
toral rolls apparently orchestrated
by the Bush administration which, I
found, had used the same company —
CheckPoint — that helped Katherine
Harris rig the 2000 election in
Florida to steal Mexico’s entire voter
roll!

And this time, the incumbent
PRI hired Cambridge Analytica.

Trump’s social media manipulators
and data thieves were paid US$7.2
million on their promise — I can’t
make this up — to repeat a Mexican
variant of their “Corrupt Hillary”
campaign to smear Amlo.

It was a hard sell, especially as
the wife of the current president, PRI
man Enrique Pena Nieto, was caught
taking a US$7 million condo from a
government contractor.

As I write, it looks like Amlo has
crushed the second-highest candidate
vote two-to-one and swept the House
of Deputies.

However, his coalition of parties
is, as of the moment, showing poorly
in the Senate race, way below pre-
election polling data. Mexicans have
had enough of the Trump-ito grift-
ers who have held the Mexican presi-
dency, usually by theft, for decades.

President Pena Nieto made his
nation cringe with his invitation to
Trump during the US presidential
campaign, boosting Trump’s candi-
dacy. And he’s not had much to say
about the caging of children on the
border.

Although Trump’s child pris-
oners and their families detained at
the border are not Mexican citizens
— most come from Central America
— Amlo has called for Trump’s arrest
for the kidnappings as violating
international law.

That’s just one indication Amlo’s
victory is Trump’s nightmare.
Amlo has shown he is not afraid of
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privileged pricks, even if they try
to make themselves look fierce by
staining themselves orange.

Weirdly, Lopez Obrador has also
been called “The Trump of Mexico,”
simply because they both speak
to the desperation of their nation’s
working classes. And both have few
good words for the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).

But Trump’s act, the billionaire
turned class warrior, was always a
fake. Amlo is for real.

Commerce Secretary Wilbur
Ross has demanded that Mexico
raise the wages of all auto work-
ers so that the US can better com-
pete within NAFTA. Amlo is calling
Trump’s bluff. He said yes, which
may come as a shock to Secretary
Ross, who owns eight of those auto
factories.

The slogan of Amlo’s coalition is
Juntos Haremos Historia. Together,
we’ll make history. But history has a
way of bleeding to death in Mexico.

In March 1994, Luis Donaldo
Colosio was on the cusp of winning
Mexico’s presidency, but his politi-
cal turn to the left infuriated his PRI
bosses. At a public rally where he
supposedly had government protec-
tion, one assassin, and possibly a
second, put two bullets in his head.

I hope Amlo’s story will have a
happier ending.

Morning Star &

Slam dunk unity

Dozens of South Korean bas-
ketball players arrived in North
Korea’s capital on July 3 for a
series of games the two Koreas
hope will foster a spirit of detente
generated by the recent North-
South summit meetings.

The 50 players arrived in
Pyongyang on two military aircraft.

South Korean Unification
Minister Cho Myoung Gyon headed
the delegation, which included 20
government officials and support
staff and dozens of South Korean
reporters.

North Korea’s Deputy Sports
Minister Won Kil U led the North’s
welcoming party.

The South Korean male and
female basketball players are
expected to play four matches with

North Koreans. It was not clear
whether North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un would attend any of the
games, but he did make a promi-
nent appearance at a concert put
on by South Korean musicians in
Pyongyang earlier this year.

The exchanges are the latest
result of a diplomatic outreach
to the South that Kim announced
during his annual New Year’s
speech. That led to the North’s
participation in the Pyeongchang
Winter Olympics in February and
two summits with South Korean
President Moon Jae In.

Kim has also had three summits
with China’s leader and met US
President Donald Trump last month
in Singapore.

Cho, the South Korean

unification minister, said he felt
“deeply moved” upon arrival
because he could sense the change
in relations in the past few months.

Basketball diplomacy has some-
thing of a history in North Korea.

Basketball made international
headlines from Pyongyang when
former NBA player Dennis Rodman
arranged a game there in 2014 for
Kim’s birthday.

South Korea’s Hyundai com-
pany built a basketball stadium in
Pyongyang during the “Sunshine
Period” of engagement between the
North and South and a joint game
was played there in 2003.

Two rounds of inter-Korean
basketball games were held before
that, in 1999.
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Steve Walker

As the crisis in children and
young people’s mental health
services deepens during 70th
anniversary celebrations of the
National Health Service, Richard
Branson’s Virgin health company
has won £2 million in taxpayers’
cash in a legal settlement. Virgin
sued an NHS trust after losing an
£82 million contract bid. Virgin
now runs NHS Devon’s child and
adolescent mental health service
(CAMHS), while CAMHS staff all
over Britain are collapsing under
the stress of increased demand for
help from disturbed young people,
especially during the school and
university exam season.

Virgin Care won a record £1 bil-
lion of NHS contracts last year, as
£3.1 billion of health services were
privatised despite a government
pledge to reduce the proportion of
care provided by private companies.

Many of these contracts are for
vulnerable children’s services.

Overall, private firms scooped
267 — almost 70 percent — of the 386
clinical contracts that were put out
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to tender in England during 2016-
17. They included the seven high-
est-value contracts, worth £2.43bn
between them, and 13 of the 20 most
lucrative tenders.

Virgin’s £1 billion haul means
it now has over 400 separate NHS
contracts.

The £3.1 billion in contracts,
a big rise on the previous year’s
£2.4 billion, prompted concern that
profit-driven companies are increas-
ingly involved in delivering care,
in a development that undermines
repeated assurances by the Health
Secretary Jeremy Hunt that they play
only a marginal role.

Virgin Care pays no tax in
Britain and its ultimate parent com-
pany, Virgin Group Holdings Ltd, is
based in the British Virgin Islands
tax haven.

The private sector’s £3.1 billion
of wins last year represented 43 per-
cent of the £7.2 billion of contracts
tendered by the NHS for services,
including babies’ health and out-of-
hours GP care.

That dwarfed the £2.55 billion
(35 percent) of tenders won by NHS
trusts and £1.53 billion (21 percent)

by not-for-profit organisations,
including charities.

Recent figures from the Office
for National Statistics highlighted a
recent jump in the annual number of
suicides among people aged 15 and
over — 6,188 deaths in 2015, com-
pared to 5,608 in 2010. An extra 580
suicides, over 10 per week.

Further analysis shows that the
suicide rate “increased significantly”
in the past few years from 11.1
deaths per 100,000 people to 11.8.
For 15 to 19-year-olds there was an
average of four suicides every week,
while for 19 to 25-year-olds it was
14 per week.

Historic analysis shows that the
total number of young people who
killed themselves between 1981 and
2011 was 21,006 — over 700 a year.

The stats also show that during
the peak years of unemployment —
1983-4, 1992-3 and 2009-10 — there
were higher than average numbers of
suicides among young people.

Youth unemployment is cur-
rently over 12 percent — well above
the rate in Germany, the US, South
Korea, the Netherlands and Canada.

The number of young people

who kill themselves each year is a
stark reminder of the human cost of
government failure to invest in chil-
dren’s wellbeing and prevent the
onset of mental illness.

Suicide numbers are shocking
enough, but there has been an expo-
nential rise in CAMHS referrals for
children and young people suffering
from depression, anxiety, ADHD and
self-harm during economic austerity.

Cuts to local authority budgets
reduce preventative services, mean-
ing vulnerable children are not get-
ting help they need to stop their
problems deepening and becoming
harder to tackle in the long run.

Children who cannot get access
to help and support early on will
grow up to become troubled and
unwell adults costing money, time
and resources as well as potentially
harming others or disrupting family
relationships. If ever there was a
false economy, this is one of the big-
gest and costliest.

While young people wait for
help and support, teachers and par-
ents or carers find they are on the
front line trying to cope with danger-
ous and often frightening behaviour.

Suicide is now the second most
common cause of death in young
men and women in Britain, yet
stigma and shame continue to blight
those trying to cope and mental
health is never politically popular.

Mental health used to be
regarded as the Cinderella service
of the NHS, with the least share of
the total NHS budget. For those of us
working in CAMHS we felt like the
mice pulling the crystal coach.

As the crisis in CAMHS shows
no signs of improving, the Tory
strategy is clear as with every public
service.

Run the service down with
budget cuts, blame staff and man-
agers for the inevitable problems
and then shift the political narrative
to enable the private sector and the
likes of Richard Branson to swoop
down and take over failing services.

It’s an old game and one that
has to be resisted for our children’s
sakes.

Steven Walker is former head of
child and adolescent mental health
at Anglia Ruskin University.
Morning Star &

Nightmare of uncertainty

Marcus Barnett

UNITE union threw its might behind
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn last week,
vowing to get him into No 10 as the union
said no to a second referendum on Brexit.

Speaking at the union’s biennial policy
conference in Brighton, general secretary
Len McCluskey took aim at the media mis-
representation of the union’s position on a
second referendum, telling delegates: “Let
me be clear — we are not calling for a second
referendum.

“Our decisions are made by our confer-
ence, not by any unrepresentative opinion
polls commissioned by God knows who.”

His attack was aimed at a poll briefed to
the press last week by anti-Brexit organisation
Open Britain, which claimed that a major-
ity of UNITE members do not trust Labour
leader Jeremy Corbyn on Brexit and desire a
second referendum.

The union’s executive statement con-
demned the government’s “abysmal” handling
of Brexit negotiations and advocated Britain’s

“barrier-free” access to the single market as
well as securing a customs union with the EU.

As it remained “highly unlikely” that the
final Brexit deal negotiated by the Tories will
satisfy UNITE members, the union’s prior-
ity will be to “force an early general election
which can lead to the election of a Labour
government” which could “reach a better
deal with the European Union” and improve
British-European relations.

McCluskey warned of the dangers of a
no-deal “cliff-edge” Brexit and said that the
British people voted to leave the European
Union, not for increased unemployment or the
erosion of social rights.

People voted leave, said McCluskey,
because they “wanted control over political
decisions to be returned to our elected politi-
cians in Westminster” and “as democrats we
respect that vote.”

McCluskey condemned the “shadow of
job losses” hanging over the heads of UNITE
members and criticised Prime Minister
Theresa May’s “nightmare of uncertainty” in
her Tory Brexit plan. “Theresa May has lost

all authority, she has lost all capacity to make
decisions, or all power of initiative,” he said.

“She is being held prisoner by the dogma-
tists and fantasists of the far right.

“These people see in Brexit the chance to
turn Britain into the low-wage, deregulated,
race-to-the-bottom society of their dreams.”

Reiterating Corbyn’s calls for Britain
to stay in a customs union and access to,
rather than membership of, the single market,
McCluskey said that “staying or leaving
the EU matters less than getting Jeremy in
office.”

Delegates engaged in debate over several
hours about their attitude towards a Britain
outside of the European Union.

Nabila Ahmed, a UNITE young member
from Watford, expressed her concerns that
a second referendum “would give a boost to
the far right” and claimed that the “ultimate
agenda” of “Europhiles” demanding a second
referendum would be to “break Jeremy
Corbyn.”

Damian Bailey, chair of UNITE’s north-
west young members’ committee, told

conference that that “the most important
thing for young members is not to re-enter
the European Union, but electing a Corbyn
government.”

He told delegates that “union mem-
bers should not be grateful for the meagre
rights the European Union gives us” and that
“we should have unions fighting for us, like
UNITE.”

Mr Bailey warned delegates to ignore the
fearmongering spread by employers, high-
lighting that “the same people who threaten
to move our jobs abroad after Brexit are often
the same people who would threaten to move
our jobs abroad if a Labour government gets
elected.”

But Mick Graham, convener of the Land
Rover plant in Solihull, also reminded del-
egates that “we are internationalists, and we
must reaffirm our commitment to solidarity
across all borders.

“Defending our members and communi-
ties has to be our priority.”
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From each according
to his ability, to each
according to his needs

I read David Matters’ report on
his recent visit to China for a
forum on the 200th Anniversary
of Karl Marx (Guardian
27.06.2018). Comrade Matters
was also part of a group which
was shown around the country by
officials/members of the Chinese
Communist Party.

Though I have seen much less
of China than David Matters I have
spoken to a number of Chinese
people who have either lived in
China for several years or who have
come to Australia as foreign students
and returned once their studies have
finished. These Chinese people |
have spoken to do not believe China
is socialist but returning to its impe-
rialist roots — updated to the 21st
Century to meet the challenges of
providing for so many people.

The slogan of Socialism with
Chinese Characteristics is what the
state tries to indoctrinate their citi-
zens to help generate the consent of
the state to rule over them. I remem-
ber when the educated and otherwise
aware parents of an exchange student
came to Australia and I asked them
whether they believed China was
socialist and what they saw as signs
that signified socialism was in action.

All T got was, “China is social-
ist, Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics.” The end of the dis-
cussion. This is also basically the
line of all Chinese media such as
CCTV, China Daily and Xinhua.
I don’t need to read any propa-
ganda from the Australian corporate
media or the nonsense parroted by
our puppet Foreign Minister, Julie
Bishop on the threat posed by China
to our internal and regional security.

What I read in Xinhua and China
Daily is enough to convince me
China is not socialist and nor is it the

economic or geopolitical threat Julie
Bishop, Malcolm Turnbull believe it
to be. China is a threat to Australia as
the US instructs our government to
accept this belief which is consistent
with US foreign policy as Australia
does not have an independent foreign
policy.

The one big question which this
country’s political leaders tip toe
around with China is whether or not
China is socialist and until they con-
front them with this question then
why should China be honest about
anything else. Maybe Turnbull,
Peter Dutton, Julie Bishop and co,
are reluctant to do so as the Chinese
government might ask them whether
they are really democratic or free.

Matters may have met mem-
bers of the All National Chinese
Federation of Labour but it does
not necessarily follow that there are
free and independent trade unions
in China as there are in Australia,
the US, England, India, Cuba and
Germany. There are no free and inde-
pendent May Day rallies in China
and that is not because class antago-
nisms have been resolved in China
— it is due to a centralised control of
the state and everything in it by the
Communist Party of China and the
machinery of government that sits
behind that edifice.

Finally, I find Dave Matters
has been selective about the quote
he chose from Deng Xiaoping,
“Socialism should not equate with
poverty.” But Deng is also famous
for, “To be rich is glorious” and the
large number of billionaires and mil-
lionaires in China are a testimony to
that ideal. Other parts of the report
were also selective in what was
chosen to be examined and reported,
while other parts were misleading
and erroneous.

Richard Titelius
WA

Class forces in action

I am disappointed by the politi-
cal quality of the article “People
centred development” (Guardian
27.06.2018). The author, David
Matters, does a good job of
explaining specific material
improvements in China but hasn’t
explained what these develop-
ments mean given the balance of
class forces in China.

An interesting example is how

Shenzhen was touted as an exam-
ple of Chinese success. Shenzhen
was one of the first special eco-
nomic zones, or in other words, an
enclave of capitalism. While the rest
of the country relied mostly on cen-
tral planning and state ownership,
Shenzhen was a haven for foreign
capitalists to set up sweatshops in
exchange for paying minimal taxes.

The benefits of these export ori-
ented industries mostly flowed over-
seas. Today Shenzhen has an official
population of 10 million, six mil-
lion of which are registered migrant
workers, and an unofficial population
of 10 million more migrant labour-
ers who toil in Shenzhen’s privately
owned factories, mostly producing
for export.

The product and surplus value
of their labour is privately appro-
priated, largely to foreign monopo-
lies. These workers do not receive
any of the welfare or health ben-
efits the permanent residents of
Shenzhen receive. Many don’t even
have labour contracts or legal rights
as workers. Even peasants in Mao’s
China received better welfare. Sure,
Shenzhen has a glittering skyline to
rival any metropolis of the developed
capitalist world, but just like in the
capitalist world, it isn’t the working
class that owns those buildings.

While union density in China
is very high compared to Australia
and strikes are not officially ille-
gal, China does not have militant
unions such as the CFMEU or MUA.
Chinese unions are tied into the state
apparatus and are by law required to
ensure that business operations are
disrupted as little as possible.

Enterprise unions are typi-
cally controlled by the bosses and,
at best, merely concern themselves
with social activities and token
welfare provision. Chinese labour
law is excellent on paper but rarely
applied, legal recourse for workers
is extremely expensive and rarely
successful. Although strikes are not
technically illegal, gatherings of
more than ten workers in Beijing are
broken up by police and strikers are
regularly charged with “disrupting
social order”.

Is this People-oriented devel-
opment or Capital-oriented
development?

There are also painfully simple
factual errors. “One Country, Two
Systems” has nothing to do with

Shenzhen or Guangzhou. It was
developed in the late *70s to justify
allowing capitalism to reign free
in Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan
should they ever be returned. Given
the similarities between the eco-
nomic systems of Hong Kong,
Macau and Mainland China today,
the theory may be out of date.

I read the Guardian for class
conscious analysis but Mr Matters
keeps invoking Marxism while for-
getting its class content! Is he a
member of the Central Committee
of a Communist Party or a member
of the ALP left?

T Southern
Brisbane

Defend, extend ABC

Re: Anna Pha’s article, “Defend
your ABC” (Guardian June 27).
Certainly we must defend the
ABC from privatisation. But we
have to do a lot more than that, to
make it a truly democratic part of
society, a nervous system that tells
us honestly what is going on.

We have to go beyond the
reversal of the stacked boards,
threats of funding cuts, and the rather
incredible appointments of Michelle
Guthrie (former Murdoch employee)
as CEO, Amanda Vanstone (former
Immigration Minister under
Howard: think Christina Rau, and
Vivien Alvarez-Solon), and far-
right Institute of Public Affairs (IPA)
front-man, Tom Switzer.

There is another level of anti-
democratic influence — even worse,
I think, than these examples of sub-
version of the whole idea of a demo-
cratic national broadcaster.

During the illegal and genocidal
Indonesian occupation of East Timor,
I would regularly phone the ABC to
correct them when they called it part
of or a province of Indonesia.

They blatantly disregarded inter-
national law, civil Australian soci-
ety, and the East Timorese. One ABC
employee told me that the Coalition
and Labor regarded East Timor as
part of Indonesia, so that is how they
were describing it. A political deci-
sion, and propaganda.

The same happens now with
refugees, tortured (as Amnesty cor-
rectly says) on Manus and Nauru.
They hardly get a mention, even by
Phillip Adams, who we are assured,
like Vanstone and Switzer, are there
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to “balance”. As with East Timor,
both major parties flout international
UN conventions, so why discuss the
torture of refugees? How shameful.

The ABC does not report the
human rights violations, the resist-
ance, the public protests, the reports
of Amnesty or Human Rights Watch,
or the scathing assessments by the
UN. Never, or hardly ever, men-
tioned or discussed.

To imagine what a democratic
and real national (and not state)
broadcaster might be like, listen to
Melbourne’s 3CR, watch and listen
to Democracy Now! from the US, or
think back to what Australia Talks
Back was like, with the remarkable
Sandy McCutcheon. There has not
been, in my opinion, a broadcaster
of such courage and insight, at the
ABC, since he left.

We need a different ABC, truly
at arms-length from the government
and “opposition”, guaranteed fund-
ing, a charter that says a lot about
human rights. And it needs a demo-
cratic and collegial, not rigidly hier-
archical, structure. Certainly, no
advertising. And do we have to have
an ABC that is advertising itself all
the time? Letters from the public
need to be answered, not ignored.
And in this age of environmental
devastation, where is Earthbeat?

One very clear example of how
the ABC has become cut off from the
public, is the way the ground floor
of the ABC Centre in Sydney has
been completely closed off, whereas
it used to be a major thoroughfare.
You cannot even deliver a letter to
the ABC ... you have to post it!

It is clear it is being subverted
internally by Communications
Minister Mitch Fifield and his IPA
mates, prior to privatisation.

How do we put this into reverse
and make it a democratic and vibrant
“nervous system” of our society? We
have to be an active pressure group.
We actually have to do what the
Zionists do. But while they hassle
the media to lie, we should hassle
them to stop lying, and tell the truth.
In other words, we have to care
enough about the ABC to participate
in its transformation. We have to go
quite a bit further than the Friends of
the ABC (and I write as a member of
it). Let’s get stuck in!

Stephen Langford
Sydney

Cult

To bee or not 1o bhee

Faced with a long-term crisis, beekeepers are demanding the support which will allow
them to survive. The following is an interview by [’Humanité’s Marie-Noélle Bertrand
with Henri Clément, President of the National Union of French Beekeeping.

Marie-Noélle Bertrand: Following
action from beekeepers, the government has
announced the launch of a package of meas-
ures to monitor bee mortality. Is this what you
were expecting?

Henri Clément: What we are expecting
is financial support. If they spend six more
months collecting data and setting up com-
mittees, beekeepers, particularly the youngest
ones, will go to the wall. I know of one who
had 220 hives but now has only five left! He
is going to have to call it a day; that is a real
tragedy.

MB: Hasn’t there ever been an official
record of losses?

HC: Beckeepers have been declaring
losses for years without any action being
taken. Many of them have become disillu-
sioned and have given up doing this. We have

been recording abnormally high mortality
rates in swarms in France for more than 20
years but there has never been any compen-
sation, nor any systematic research into the
causes. What beekeepers really want to know
is why their hives are dying off. If we are
going to address this issue, we need to take
samples and analyse them quickly; if we don’t
do this, samples degrade and it is impossible
to see what has happened. However, govern-
ment services lack manpower and resources.
There have been some serious examples, like
in the Pyrénées Orientales, where millions of
colonies died off. In 99 percent of cases, there
was no follow-up analysis.

MB: But there has been an updated “bee
plan” in place since 2013.

HC: That’s all just hot air, a PR exercise.
What happened to the money? We don’t know.

One thing is for sure, though, it didn’t get
down to grassroots level.

MB: In 2016, the French beekeeping sector
suffered the worst year in its history. How were
things in 20177

HC: No better. For the second consecutive
year, honey harvests have been poor, at around
10,000 tons, to the point where we have had
to import massive amounts of not particularly
high-quality honey to meet demand. Those
coming from South East Asia are of particular
concern to us. This year, the only piece of good
news for us has been a measure adopted as part
of the farming and food laws. From 2019, it
will be obligatory to state the country of origin
on the packaging of blended honey.

It has taken years to implement this simple
disclosure measure. We managed it thanks to
work undertaken with the consumer group
UFC Que Choisir and the members’ commit-
tee at the Assemblée Nationale, which was set
up to champion the interests of the beekeep-
ing industry and is made up of MPs of all

political parties, including André Chassaigne,
a member of the National Assembly of France
for the French Communist Party. [Assemblée
Nationale: the National Assembly is the lower
house of the bicameral Parliament of France,
the upper house being the Senate. |

MB: In two days’ time, the awareness-rais-
ing days will be taking place. The reaction they
are getting is also a positive.

HC: Yes. People have a real awareness of
the damage being done to bees and beekeep-
ers. We need to keep telling people about the
important role that bees and pollination play in
providing our food.

Many people are still not making the link
between bees and our vegetable plots. If we
didn’t have bees, we wouldn’t have carrots,
onions or leeks. The variety of food we enjoy
is only possible thanks to pollinators. And let’s
also be clear: if there were no beekeepers to
manage the bee population, we would have no
bees.
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Film Review by Chauncey K Robinson

The First Purge

Horror movies frighten by play-
ing on our fears of what could
be lurking in the dark corners
of our rooms or the unlit space
under our beds. They tap into the
imagination of things we’ve never
seen and know are not real but
are afraid of anyway. That’s the
standard formula. But sometimes
movies come along which are
terrifying not for their monsters
and ghouls, but because they hold
up a mirror to the atrocities of
our reality and paint a picture of
future terror that’s not necessar-
ily as fictional as we might hope.

Such horror plays on our fears of
the right now and gives us a glimpse
of the terror of what could actually
come to be. The First Purge, is such
a movie. It’s steeped in the context
of contemporary political turmoil
and holds no punches in showing the
violence the path we are currently
on, if not resisted, could produce.
It plays on the idea of the so-called
“American Dream” but shows us the
making of a nightmare.

The First Purge is the fourth
instalment in The Purge movie fran-
chise, a movie universe in which one
day out of the year, for a 12-hour
period, all crimes — including murder
— are legal in the United States.
This orgy of law-breaking is called
the Purge. The latest film, a pre-
quel to the first three, provides the
origin story of how the Purge came
to be implemented and accepted by
the American public. It is an eerily
believable tale and can leave the
viewer uneasy about how quickly
people can come to accept, and nor-
malise, something so dangerous and
detrimental for certain segments of
the population.

In this movie universe, a new
political party has emerged called the
New Founding Fathers of America
(NFFA). They are a party of seem-
ingly older, wealthy, white men who
spout rhetoric promising they will
bring back jobs, peace, stability, and
true American values. Their slogans
are not that far off from others we are
familiar with these days here in the
real world, where we are told every
day that we are making America
great again.

The NFFA, in a supposed push to
bring the crime rate below one per-
cent, decides to implement a test of
a sociological theory that if people
are allowed to vent their aggression
for one night they are less likely to
commit crimes for the rest of the
year. The party chooses to con-
duct its experiment in a community
on Staten Island, New York, which
just happens to be a city filled with
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Lex Scott Davis as Nya.

working class people of colour. In
a blatant exploitation of their eco-
nomic circumstances, the residents
are enticed to stay on the island
during the test with promises of big
cash pay outs.

The basis of the plot alone gives
the movie space to explore the
dynamics of how people in power
exploit those without it, the role of
government, and also the ramifica-
tions such a night of violence forces
on a community of colour. The
movie explores these themes in such
a way that ensures its particular mes-
sage resonates while also allowing
the viewer to enjoy the more general
horror genre elements. The major
twist in the end (and the revelation
of the actual reasoning behind the
NFFA government’s Purge) serves
as a perfect jab of commentary very
much relevant to today’s real world
politics.

The characters in the film also
play a part in giving voice to dif-
ferent arguments surrounding the
existence of the Purge and what it
will mean for society. Lex Scott
Davis plays Nya, the young Black
activist who urges people to boy-
cott the experiment and calls out the

government’s lack of care for people
in her community.

Y’Lan Noel plays Dmitri, the
street-smart hustler who, although
no stranger to violence and crime,
is suspicious of the government’s
test. Joivan Wade is Nya’s younger
brother who, tired of living poor,
sees the money offered to partici-
pants in the experiment as a positive.
Dr Updale, the scientist who came
up with the idea of the experiment in
the first place, is portrayed by Marisa
Tomei.

These characters, along with a
host of others, round out the cast,
humanising the plot rather than
allowing it to simply consist people
be brutalised with no real explana-
tion of what the violence means.

One of the great things about the
film is that it gives characters who
are in this community and facing
this night of terror the agency to
fight against it. The Purge’s movie
universe is definitely a dystopian
future, as things have reached ter-
rible extremes, but this instalment
does not wallow in hopelessness.
Due to the focus on characters such
as Nya and Dmitri, the viewer is
able to invest in their story and

hope for their triumph in these bleak
circumstances.

The violence in the movie is
brutal, but not completely pointless. I
was weary at first of watching a film
with a majority African-American
cast with this plot line because I
feared sitting in a theatre seeing
Black people be gunned down for
close to two hours. There’s enough
of that in the news and online videos
of our own reality. But interestingly
enough, I felt almost empowered by
the film, as the characters rose to the
occasion to defend themselves and
their community.

Being that this is the fourth
movie in an already established
franchise, [ was also worried the plot
might become repetitive and stale.
This latest instalment is a breath
of fresh air, however, because it
switches the narrative and gives us a
new angle to view how society func-
tions. The Purge franchise is actually
no stranger to political commentary,
as the previous films, such as The
Purge: Election Year, was filled with
it. The First Purge is a nice addition
to that tradition. Gerard McMurray
does a fine job in taking over from
The Purge creator James DeMonaco,
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who directed the first three films. It
still feels like a “Purge” movie for
those of us who are familiar with the
franchise, but it also feels like a qual-
ity standalone film as well.

One of the great marketing strat-
egies of The Purge movie series
is that the films are released on
Independence Day, a holiday where
people often reflect on the history of
the United States. Such reflections,
however, can often become pretty
shallow. As we live through a period
in which immigrant families are torn
apart, people are denied the right to
enter the country because of what
religion they practice, and women’s
reproductive rights are under threat,
a watering down of history is not
what is needed.

The First Purge is terrifying
because it’s not just a reflection of
what can come to be, but also a mod-
ernised picture of what has already
been. It isn’t like history hasn’t
shown us before — through Nazi
Germany, the American slave trade,
the genocide of Native Americans,
and the like — that real monsters
and terror aren’t only in fiction and
underneath the bed.
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Child separation

an American

Mark Maxey

“Shit, my sister and cousin cried for days
because of that. They were traumatised,”
Leonard Peltier recalled, speaking of how
he, his sister Betty Ann, and cousin Pauline
Peltier were forcefully removed from his
grandmother by the government and sent
to boarding schools as children.

“Pauline was so traumatised she has never
fully recovered,” the political prisoner said in
an interview with People’s World. “You know,
brother, I didn’t come to prison to become a
political prisoner,” Peltier pointed out, “I’ve
been part of the resistance since I was nine
years of age.”

The recent tragedy created at the southern
border by President Trump, in which immi-
grant children have been cruelly torn away
from their families and held essentially as
political hostages has many Americans saying,
“This is not what America is about. This isn’t
what our country does. These are not our
values.”

The reality, however, is that this country’s
governments have done a lot of this in the past
— from Native children separated from their
families and sent off to Christian boarding
schools to African children stolen from their
parents during slavery and more.

For Indian children, the boarding school
experience began in 1860, when the Bureau of
Indian Affairs established the first such institu-
tion on the Yakima Reservation in Washington
state. The idea for such schools was devised by
well-meaning middle class “reformers” in the
east like Herbert Welsh and Henry Pancoast,
who had founded the Indian Rights Association
to advocate for treaty rights after visiting Sioux
agencies in Dakota.

“The goal of these reformers,” according to
Northern Plains Reservation Aid, “was to use
education as a tool to ‘assimilate’ Indian tribes
into the mainstream of the ‘American way of
life’”. The thought was that Indian children,
by being placed into boarding schools, would
absorb an appreciation for private property,
material wealth, the Protestant work ethic, and
monogamous nuclear families.

White men’s beliefs and social principles
were thus equated with progress, and the task
of “civilizing” Indians required surrounding
them with these value systems.

Again, Northern Plains Reservation Aid:
“Boarding schools were the ideal instrument
for absorbing people and ideologies that stood
in the way of Manifest Destiny” — the 19th cen-
tury notion that the United States was destined
by God to expand its rule westward and spread
capitalism and democracy over the entire North
American continent.

The boarding schools were the educational
arm of this effort, intended to assimilate each
generation of Indian youth into white soci-
ety. Along with learning English, arithmetic,
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science, and history, there were also the equally
important aspects of ideological and cultural
re-education. “Indian youth would be individu-
alised. Religious training in Christianity would
be taught. The principles of democratic society,
institutions, and the political structure .... The
end goal was to eradicate all vestiges of Indian
culture.”

Early reformers used their religious beliefs
to justify their Manifest Destiny perspective.
It overflowed into Congress, which passed
Manifest Destiny-themed bills. Indigenous
people, meanwhile, were on the receiving end
of this religious zealotry. Rape, abuse, kidnap,
murder, and genocide were the end results for
them. The recent quoting of Biblical scripture
by Attorney General Jeff Sessions to justify the
stealing of immigrant children from their par-
ents shows that this ideology is still very much
alive among at least some sectors of the US
government.

Many Indigenous Nations and citizens
believe that nothing has changed in over 400
years. The government is still using faith to
justify its actions.

This author’s recent story about Jim
Wikel, a Seneca-Cayuga tribal member and
environmental activist in Oklahoma, also
reflects the outcome of government boarding
schools, which amounted to forced segrega-
tion of Native children from their families and

Trump’s disastrous immigration policy
of today reflects the same ideology that
has been deployed as a weapon against
Indigenous cultures from the 1600s to

community. Brutal beatings and the forced loss
of culture for Wikel’s maternal grandparents
at the hands of government boarding schools
is why his family didn’t discuss their heritage
when he was growing up.

As mentioned, the goal of Indian boarding
schools was to “assimilate” Native Americans
into “white” culture. The early goals of
Christian reformers very quickly got wrapped
up into a strategic plan of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, the agency which had governmental
oversight of the tribes. The culturally abusive
tactics used in the schools were part of a bigger
“colonisation” strategy.

Wikel described how his grandfather was
sent off to the Seneca Boarding School in
Wyandotte, Indian Territory (now Oklahoma)
in 1905 when he was only five years old.
He was held at the school until he was 14.
“Afterwards, he never spoke the language or
went to ceremony again, and he never taught
any of that to his kids,” Wikel said. “He drank
himself to death when he was 43 years old.”

As the long-time US Indian Service teacher
and agent Albert H Kneale noted in his 1950
autobiography Indian Agent, the US govern-
ment “went on the assumption that any Indian
custom was, per se, objectionable, whereas
the customs of whites were the ways of
civilisation.”

Trump’s disastrous immigration policy
of today reflects the same ideology that has
been deployed as a weapon against Indigenous
cultures from the 1600s to the present. He
denounces immigrants as rapists, killers, and
animals — implying they must all come from
an inferior culture. When his supporters claim
that detained children are better off in detention
than they were with their parents, the belief in
(white) American society’s superiority is on
full display.

Capitalism is still playing into the mythol-
ogy of white Manifest Destiny, which goes
back to the earliest colonial settlements.
Trump’s policies are aimed at stoking the
racist anger and resentment of his mass base,
but they reflect the interests of the same oli-
garchy that Senator Bernie Sanders assailed in
his bid for the presidency. In every way, the
current administration’s policies show favour-
itism to those at the top and seek any way pos-
sible to divide those outside the ranks of the
super-wealthy.

Trump and his team’s “law and order”
framework is the same one articulated by
President Richard Nixon in the late 1960s and
more subtly invoked by Presidents Ronald
Reagan and Bill Clinton as they ramped up the
drug war and fuelled massive prison expan-
sions during their times in office. We jail and
separate families at the border to deter illegal
immigration just as we jail and separate poor
families within our country because they can’t
afford bail or proper legal representation.

Major organisations and coalitions across
the country, among them the National Indian
Child Welfare Association, demanded the
Trump administration end the forced separation
of children and families at the border. NICWA
said that the policy would not be over until
every child is reunited with their parents safe
and unharmed. Most Indigenous people are all
too familiar with the processes and actions that
lead up to genocide; they’ve experienced it for
over 400 years. They also see the progression
of steps that the Trump administration has been
taking in its demonisation and dehumanisation
of immigrants. They recognise some of the
same tactics from that old playbook.

They don’t want to see history repeating
itself.
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