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Public Education
Privatisation is Class Warfare

Dorothy Costa*

All major Australian political parties are
pursuing educational policies which main-
tain and extend the privatisation of the
Australian education system. This private/
public model is accepted without debate
because of the vested interests that such
a debate would offend and threaten. Yet
it’s a broken model which is holding back
education, disadvantaging the majority of
students and the progress of society as a
whole. The inequitable reality created is
often justified by the ideological catchcries,
“freedom of choice” and “user pays”.

In fact, what we are seeing is the skewing
of educational policy and funding to benefit big
business and to embed the profit motive as the
main driver of educational decisions. From this
openly partisan position the values of equality
of opportunity and education as a right, have
no place and the intrinsic value of education
for the individual and society is denied.

In recent decades the public-private seesaw
has tipped even more towards privatisation and
away from an ideal of free universal public
education. Massive funding cuts, funding bias
and the penetration of edu-business into the
growing education industry, are only the tip of
the iceberg which is crushing Australian public
education.

Gonski circumvented

The constant battle over Commonwealth
funding of primary and secondary education
reflects this trend and its ideological underpin-
nings. Gonski in his first report made a number
of recommendations to address the urgent need
for reform in primary and secondary education
and these received, on the surface, bipartisan
support.

Gonski’s recommendations required a mas-
sive injection of funding to schools to ensure
programs and resources needed to raise edu-
cational standards were available to all stu-
dents at a basic resource standard, Schooling
Resource Standard SRS. Gonski also tried to
go some way towards redressing the private
schools funding bias.

The Turnbull government refused to fully
fund Gonski recommendations and then came
to the table with a new plan costing $19 billion
less. Its revised plan ensured the bias in federal
funding to private schools, which Gonski had
attempted to replace with a needs based for-
mula, was further reinforced.

Late last year the Turnbull government
cut a further $2.2 billion from the education
budget over the next two years. Public schools
will lose a massive $1.9 billion of this money
despite the fact that these schools educate the
majority of Australian children. This plan will
mean the federal government will now fund
public school children at a level of 20 percent
of what Gonski said was a minimum Schooling
Resource Standard (SRS), but at the same time
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will fund private school students at 80 percent
of the minimum SRS.

It is blatantly biased but made worse by
the fact that the need for full resourcing of our
public schools is necessary because the public
system is doing the heavy lifting in educa-
tion. Students with greater need or “disadvan-
tage” overwhelmingly attend public schools,
including students from low socioeconomic-
economic backgrounds, special needs students,
students with disabilities and children who
speak English as a second language.

TAFE

The “small government” mantras of user-
pays and “private equals competition and less
waste” also laid the ideological ground for the
dismantling of TAFE and opened the way new
private educational industry in post-secondary
education. This new industry exploited not
only Australian students but also many des-
perate and vulnerable overseas students. TAFE
was slowly hacked to pieces and public money
was re-routed to subsidising a myriad of pri-
vate colleges, institutes and shady providers.
These often shonky private colleges and insti-
tutes have since been plagued by scandal and
corruption involving fake enrolments, dodgy
diplomas and non-existent courses. Many mil-
lions in government subsidies have disappeared
down the black hole that is privatisation.

Fighting and winning
McDonald's workers strike

Unis business model

At yet another level the privatisation
agenda has replaced free university education
for all with the user-pays ideological model.
The introduction of fees, followed closely
by repeated funding cuts to universities, has
pushed universities into adopting business
models to meet their funding needs.

Educational decisions at universities are
now increasingly influenced by these busi-
ness model which are usually always in con-
tradiction with best educational practice. The
dependence of university researchers on grants
and sponsorship from industry often deter-
mines the direction of research undertaken, not
the need or social value of this research.

In teacher education, a possibly “uninten-
tional” trend has begun to emerge which can be
directly linked to the underfunding of universi-
ties and the fee-paying model. Data is emerg-
ing that shows universities are increasingly
accepting students into teaching degrees with
lower and lower ATARs.

It appears teacher education may be
becoming a cash cow for many universities.
It appears that fees from teacher education
courses can provide universities with a strong
guaranteed income. Future teachers and stu-
dents will be the victims of this short-sighted
economic side effect of user pays in education.

B A
“We won't be
silent anymore”

This is not a surprise when we refuse to
plan for the future based on social values and
it is no different in many other sectors of the
capitalist economy including the environment,
aged care, health, employment and develop-
ing a people-based economy — and the list
goes on.

It is clear the profit motive has subsumed
the greater good and led education down a
dead-end path. What has not always been obvi-
ous on this one way road is the insidious reach
of edu-businesses into both the resourcing of
teachers and schools, and into the lucrative
provision of professional support and consul-
tancy roles in the education industry.

Edu-business NAPLAN

NAPLAN is a clear example. All educa-
tion stakeholders agree NAPLAN is not about
assessing learning of the NSW curriculum but
about teaching to the test.

NAPLAN underpins the insidious MY
School website which gives parents the mis-
guided impression that a school’s NAPLAN
ranking can help them find the “best” school
for their child. It creates wasteful “compe-
tition” between students and schools and
unnecessarily pressures student and distracts
teachers.

Continued on page 2
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Turnbull, Dutton oversee death #12

Last week, in more tragic news from the refugee detention camp
on Nauru, a 26-year-old Iranian asylum seekers was found dead,
believed to have suicided. He was found in his family’s tent in the
RPC 3 compound around 9.00 am, Sydney time. His death comes
only three weeks since a Rohingya refugee died on Manus Island.

It brings the tragic toll of deaths in offshore detention to 12.

In late April the younger brother of the dead man made a plea
for help for his mother, Fazileh. “Like the others, the death of
this young man lies at the feet of Peter Dutton,” said Ian Rintoul,
spokesperson for the Refugee Action Coalition. “There have been
so many warnings, but the toll mounts day by day; the neglect
continues. So many cases of medical neglect.

“|Minister] Peter Dutton must bring all the asylum seekers and
refugees to Australia. The US deal is a farce that is now excluding
Iranians and Somalis. Dutton has nowhere to settle the people
who have been dumped on Nauru, and are now dying of despair.

“News of the man’s death has shattered the asylum seekers and
refugees on Nauru. He was a well known, well liked, athletic young
man who did everything he could for his brother and mother.”

Canstruct, the Nauru detention management company, has
declared a “threat level 3” (probable) at the RPC 1 and RPC 3 in
the aftermath of the suicide, on June 15.

RPC 1 is the detention administrative centre and also houses
the IHMS clinic, where the brother and the mother of the deceased
Iranian man, “Farhad” (not his real name) were taken. RPC 3 is
the detention centre where around 250 people — including children
— live in mouldy tents. Farhad’s body was found in a tent in RPC 3.

One man was arrested at the gate of RPC 3 when a large crown
gathered waiting for news of Farhad’s death. The Nauru govern-
ment has said that they are waiting for a doctor to come from
Australia to perform an autopsy to confirm the cause of death.

“But we already know that Peter Dutton and offshore detention
is responsible for Farhad’s death,” said Rintoul.

Farhad’s death has added to the growing crisis on Nauru.

People are already angry that an Afghan man dying of lung can-
cer is being prevented from spending his last months in Australia.
On June 14, a two-year-old Iranian girl was urgently medivacced
from Nauru to Port Moresby because medical neglect has allowed
an infection to spread and put her life at risk.

“Mental illness and medical neglect is deliberate government
policy. Peter Dutton is quite willing to let people die and pretend
that the Nauru government is responsible,” said Rintoul.

“Detention on Nauru has become a life sentence. It is time to
call a halt to offshore detention, and bring them here.”

Urgent government action is needed following the tragic death
of an asylum seeker in Nauru today, said the Australian Lawyers
Alliance (ALA).

“There has been a constant refusal by the government to in-
dicate when it will close Nauru,” said Greg Barns, spokesperson
for the ALA. “It is an unsafe and inhumane environment. The
healthcare needs of detainees are acute and particularly so when
it comes to mental health.

“The constant failure to provide a proper standard of healthcare
is a breach of the duty of care owed to detainees on Nauru as is the
consistent refusal of the Australian government, unless ordered by
courts, to allow detainees to come to Australia to receive proper
health care.

“This urgent situation needs to be resolved immediately, in line
with work health and safety and international law, not to mention
basic human decency.”

Barns said that when a person is in custody, whether it be in
a prison environment or immigration detention, there is an as-
sumption that the entity detaining that person will take reasonable
care for their safety and that under the Work Health and Safety
Act, the government has a clear obligation not to put refugees at
risk. In addition, the Federal Court has found that the government
owes them a duty of care.

“Let’s not forget, these people have only asked Australia for
help when they were being persecuted at home,” said Barns. “They
have committed no crime.

“Our off-shore processing and detention regime is cruel and
inhumane. There are countless stories of violence, sexual abuse
of children and medical neglect leading to death and self-harm.

“These people are Australia’s responsibility. They deserve
certainty and an opportunity to rebuild their lives.”

Growth in
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insecure work

The crisis of insecure work continues to deepen
under the Turnbull government with Australian
Bureau of Statistics numbers showing that under-
employment continues to rise.

Less than half of employed Australians now hold a
permanent full-time paid job with leave entitlements.

There has been significant growth in insecure work
over the last five years: including part-time work, short
hours, underemployment, casual jobs, sham contracting,
labour hire and in the gig economy

This failure of the government to deliver on its cen-
tral promise of “jobs and growth” was underlined in a
report released by the ACTU, “The Coalition’s True Job’s
Legacy” which also highlights that half of all jobs cre-
ated by the Turnbull government have been through work
visas, according to the Department of Home Affairs in
senate estimates.

“The Turnbull government isn’t even talking about
the crisis in insecure work which has come about on
its watch,” said ACTU secretary Sally Mcmanus. “It is
completely out of touch with Australian workers who
are finding it harder than ever to find good, steady jobs.

“Underemployment is approaching crisis levels,
youth unemployment has been in crisis for the entire term
of this government, largely due to its disastrous cuts to
skills training and unfettered use of work visas.

“We need good, steady jobs, not insecure jobs or
work visas, which seems to be all this government has
any interest in creating. Jobs that benefit Australian work-
ers, not multinational companies.

“The Turnbull government set itself the lowest possi-
ble bar for success — jobs and growth — but has produced
neither, and has watched on as crises have emerged in
insecure work, underemployment, youth unemployment,
exploitation of people on working visas, wage theft and
theft of superannuation.

The Coalition’s True Jobs Legacy report reveals:

* An explosion in the number of easily exploited
temporary visa holders filling new jobs

* A crisis in insecure work

* A failure to meaningfully reduce the unemployment
rate

* A collapse in wage growth.

The government has done nothing for working
people in Australia and has in fact left them worse off,
with crises in insecure work, underemployment and
youth unemployment.

“The Turnbull government will be remembered as the
government that denied and ignored the insecure work
crisis that dominates the working lives of a majority of
working people. &

PRESS FUND

Matthias Cormann, federal Minister for Finance, says the economy
will sag if the Senate doesn’t let the government give a multi-billion
dollar tax break to big corporations. In reality the best way to
boost the economy is to give a tax break to low-paid workers, who
spend most if not all of any tax break savings. As economists say,
they have a much greater “marginal propensity to consume” than
corporations, who are likely to put tax break money in the bank

or send it to the Cayman Islands as they open the champagne. But
speaking of money, we really need Press Fund contributions, so
please send us something for the next edition if you possibly can.
Many thanks this week to the following:

AP $25, MM $10, “Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $15,
E Seymour $25, MS $50, SS for the wrappers $110, Max Hunt $50

This week’s total: $290 Progressive total: $5,020
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What many parents do not know
is that the last bastion preventing
the downfall of NAPLAN is not the
Department of Education in NSW
but the multinational edu-businesses
which make huge profits from
NAPLAN. The NAPLAN market
produces for schools, governments
and parents test resources including
workbooks, practices papers, data
analysis services, preparation devel-
opment of tests, remedial services,
management and online services to
the value of hundreds of millions
of dollars and is growing. Again we
have to ask in whose interests is edu-
cation policy being pursued?

To build resistance to the recent
Turnbull/LNP cuts to public educa-
tion the NSW Teacher’s Federation
has recently launched its “Fair
Funding Campaign” which it hopes
will build understanding and support
for the need to vote the Coalition
out of office in the coming federal
elections.

The ALP, the Greens and others
often frame the education debate in
terms of “fairness” but this limits
the debate to the space between the
Coalition Liberal Nationals and the

other reforming parties who are
happy to stay on the seesaw. They
do not challenge or reveal the eco-
nomic and political class interests
that are represented by these policies.
The ALP and the Greens may have
a “fairer” policy on education but
they do not fight for a single qual-
ity public education system, fully
resourced and committed to planning
for the future.

They are happy to lurch between
a bit fairer and unfair depending
on an election outcome. They will
not challenge vested interests by
demanding free universal public edu-
cation fully resourced and funded.

The recent second Gonski Report
was highly critical of the continuing
failures of the Australian education
system. It made a raft of new recom-
mendations for improving education
outcomes which the federal govern-
ment again allied itself with. It did
not however acknowledge or commit
to the extra funding needed to realise
the report’s recommendations.

The pressure will now be on
teachers to deliver more with less.

Budgeting less money for public
schools is not just irresponsible or
accidental, it reflects an ideological

commitment to a user pay system
and small government that is only in
the interests of big businesses who
avoid paying taxes and/or want taxes
to be used for subsidies to the private
sector. It is an ideological commit-
ment to provide opportunities for the
wealthier sections of society while
limiting the outcomes for the major-
ity and particularly those students
who are disadvantaged economically
or in other ways.

Signing up for their public edu-
cation campaigns like the NSW
Teacher’s Federation’s “Fair Funding
Now” campaigns is important and
necessary to maintain the fight back.
At the same time we must fight polit-
ically and ideologically for fully
funded universal public education
and for an economic and political
system that represents the interests
of the vast majority. Education is a
right not a privilege is the catchcry
of our communist ideology because
it benefits every child equitably and
it benefits society as a whole, not a
privileged minority.

*Dorothy is a pubﬁ,c school teacher
and a member of the CPA’s Central
Committee @
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Now and then the workers are victorious, but only for a time.
The real fruit of their battle lies, not in the immediate result,
but in the ever-expanding union of the workers.

J)

Karl Marx




Guardian

Australia

Fight for Country

Yindjibarndi Traditional Owners takes a swipe at Forrest

Rudi Maxwell

“He makes billions and billions of dol-
lars from our murra, our country, that
he destroyed, wrecked. They wrecked
our sacred sites. Our country is wrecked.
But you know what? It never stopped us
Yindjibarndi people from fighting for our
country.”

With these words — part of her story of
her people’s fight for exclusive native title —
Yindjibarndi woman Margaret Read summed
up the conflict with one of Australia’s big-
gest iron ore miners, Fortescue Metals Group
(FMG) over land in the Pilbara.

Ms Read, deputy chair of the Yindjibarndi
Aboriginal Corporation, was one of many
Traditional Owners who spoke at the National
Native Title Conference, held in Broome,
Yawuru country, last week, with the theme
“Many laws, one country”.

The Yindjibarndi’s native title case has
pitted family against family.

It has seen a rich mining company,
FMG, back a breakaway group, the Wirlu
Murra Yindjibarndi Aboriginal Corporation
(WMYAC), and use numerous legal tactics to
try and block the claims of the Yindjibarndi
Aboriginal Corporation (YAC).

There have been claims, overlapping
claims and counter claims by other Aboriginal
groups.

In 2003 YAC’s non-exclusive rights to their
traditional lands were recognised. But since
that time they’ve faced court case after court
case to have their exclusive rights recognised.

But, finally, in July last year, the
Yindjibarndi people were granted exclusive
native title rights to their country — including
the area where the Solomon iron ore mine is
situated, owned by FMG, the mining com-
pany founded by billionaire Andrew “Twiggy”
Forrest.

“It was the most joyous, happiest occasion
for the Yindjibarndi nation,” Ms Read said.

“Our people were so happy because it
meant we could go back and live on our coun-
try again. And then we have a squatter who
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comes and mines on our country. This squatter
gave away $457 million last year. And what did
he want to pay us when we had some negotia-
tion with him? He wanted to pay us a one-off
$4 million cap.”

FMG appealed the YAC’s native title deci-
sion, with the case due to be heard later this
year by a full bench of the Federal Court.

“He thought he could come in, conquer and
divide. But he didn’t conquer us Yindjibarndi
people. He divided our families,” Ms Read
said.

“The division caused Yindjibarndi people
against Yindjibarndi people. To this day, it
causes such a rift in our community, our tribe.

“This squatter caused hatred among our
people. We were all divided by this one person
— and the other people hated the Yindjibarndi
Aboriginal corporation and its members for
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up tall tales for the Voice of America!”

standing up and being strong. He caused fear.
Some of our old people were too frightened to
go out and about because they thought they’d
be verbally and physically abused, which some
of them were.

“We, as Yindjibarndi people, don’t really
care about money. All we really care about is
getting our murra, our country, back.”

In the 1950s and “60s, Yindjibarndi people
were forced off their land, with many people
made to live in Roebourne.

“For our ancestors, having to go and reside
in another man’s country was quite difficult,”
Ms Read said.

“We are a proud, strong nation — to live in
exile on someone else’s country was a very sad
moment for us.”

On its website FMG, describes the
Solomon hub as comprising of two iron ore

mines, which together have the capacity to pro-
duce 70-75 million tonnes per annum.

In 2015, Federal Court Judge Stephen
Rares found FMG had provided support and
resources to WMYAC, who were trying to con-
vince Yindjibarndi people to take a $4 million
deal with FMG.

Fortescue had also awarded millions of
dollars worth of contracts on its Solomon
hub to the Eastern Guruma and Wirlu Murra
Aboriginal corporations.

FMG has yet to pay any money to YAC.

“This squatter, he continues to make bil-
lions and billions of dollars on our land — but
he refuses to pay any rent to us,” Ms Read said.

“But we don’t care — we are people who
care for our land.

“We are proud to be Yindjibarndi.”

Koori Mail &

Taking Issue — Stephen Langford
Intervene in the
"Intervention”

Thanks to the “news values” (roughly
“Do as you are told”) of the mainstream
media, the continuing disaster of the NT
Intervention is not generally reported.
Like the 1,600 or so people on Manus and
Nauru, it is no longer “newsworthy”. But,
in both cases, the suffering, the humilia-
tion, and also resistance, continue.

The March and Rally to end the
“Intervention” is at 1 pm, Saturday, June 23,
meeting at Hyde Park North, Sydney. The
speakers are Raymond Finn (of APY Lands),
Eva Cox (of Jumbunna, UTS) and the Greens
MP, David Shoebridge.

There will also be a speaker from NT.
Nothing like getting the story first hand. But
I would also like to recommend Eva Cox who
gives the lowdown on the statistics that tell the
real story of what is going on — every health
statistic going in the wrong direction.

Anecdotal evidence that the government
tries to get away with, is worthless. Eva’s
emphasis on real evidence, statistical evi-
dence, may not sound exciting, but is the evi-
dence that matters. The UN has condemned
the Intervention. Like Manus and Nauru, the
media in this country would have us forget that
the world is watching Australian violation of
human rights in the NT.

And changes in the law have made mining

access to the land easier. Many believe, as
Lindy Nolan does, in her excellent book,
Driving Disunity: the Business Council Against
Aboriginal Community the real aim of the so-
called Intervention following the so-called
“Emergency” is to get people off the land so
it can be mined.

How shameful that we are allowing the
people of these oldest, enduring cultures, to
be treated in this way. Under the intervention
they have endured 11 years of restrictions,
Basics Cards, quarantined income, and no
consultation.

This has been condemned by the UN, but
it has all gone virtually unreported in the main-
stream media. [ encourage others to phone the
ABC on 02 9333 1500, ask to be put through to
Gaven Morris (Head of News) or Mark Maley
(Manager of its editorial policies), and remind
them of this anniversary.

On May 23 come and hear the great
speakers. I would like here to pay tribute to
the people in Stop The Intervention Sydney
(STICS). I am loosely associated with it, but
I think the real stalwarts should be recog-
nised: Sabine, Cathy, Em, Lindy, and Steph.
To find out more about this dedicated and
fun and serious group, please phone Cath on
0422 385 852. &
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Change the Rules -
Change the System

Communist Party of Australia Statement on the Change the Rules Campaign

The Communist Party of Australia wel-
comes the ACTU and trade union move-
ment campaign to Change the Rules with
respect to Australia’s flawed industrial
relations laws.

The Communist Party of Australia will
work with trade unions and left and progres-
sive forces to achieve the stated demands to
attain new rights for workers in Australia.
Though even with these demands being met
the nature of exploitation under capitalism
will not be changed until capitalism can finally
be replaced by a socialist society, so we also
say let’s not only Change the Rules but let’s
Change the System as well.

That does not diminish our support for this
campaign and struggle to achieve new and real
rights for working class people, to at least be
able to better defend themselves against the
imposition of corporate tyranny they experi-
ence in their workplaces daily.

The laws for workers are broken. The
Fair Work Act however is working very well
for the ruling class and employers. Workers
are suffering severe attacks from employers,
with their standard of living falling constantly.
Unions and workers are being criminalised for
taking brave and heroic actions in defence of
their rights and their lives. All of these attacks
on the working class must be stopped and be
turned around through ongoing campaigning
and struggle to cement rights that give workers
the capacity to fight back and restore gains lost
and to build new rights. Only a sustained mass
movement will provide the basis of success for
this campaign.

Corporate power has never enjoyed so
many rights as today in Australia. Workers
have been hamstrung with anti-union laws
and the removal of basic rights that allowed
a semblance of a fight-back. While the capac-
ity of workers to struggle has been removed
in a bourgeois legal sense, that capacity of
course still exists amongst the working class
and should be fully utilised by the movement
to meet the demands.

The Communist Party of Australia agrees
with many of the major demands that are ema-
nating from the Change the Rules movement
although some of the claims for new rights
have been left somewhat vague with insuffi-
cient detail. The right to strike is an example of
this vaguely described political and industrial
demand. While tactical considerations can be
considered in areas of campaigning, the out-
line and willingness to fight for the full right to
strike needs to be stated.

An encouraging sign from the Change
the Rules campaign is a recognition that the
working class disarmed itself after the election

of the Rudd government. The Your Rights at
Work campaign which was primarily respon-
sible for the election of Labor and the unseat-
ing of Howard was destroyed to prevent any
opposition to the incoming Labor government,
a strategy which let Labor off the hook to act
as they wished in the parliamentary wing of
that party.

Labor betrayed the unions and the work-
ing class and did not deliver promised out-
comes for workers. The ALP even maintained
the dreaded star chamber ABCC which con-
tinues to fine and criminalise working class
action and has resulted in loss of life due to the
criminalising of workers defending themselves
around safety.

Flowing from this, many unionists and
leaders within the trade union movement have
said that the movement will pursue Labor if
they do not deliver for working people. We
support this proposition and agree Labor must
be held to account and if necessary a Labor
government should bear the full brunt of work-
ing class reprisal when they choose to side
with the employing class yet again. To adopt
any other approach would see us again on the
treadmill of betrayal and will not progress the
cause of the working class. Following through
on this position is vital to the integrity of the
union movement as a whole.

Of the many demands being put forward
by the campaign, the CPA would like to high-
light what we believe are the most important
demands of the campaign.

Change

» The CPA believes that workers must
have full rights to strike. The Party’s
policy position is to remove any barrier
to industrial action and this includes the
removal of all secondary boycott provisions
including actions in solidarity with workers,
communities and movements locally to
international struggles of workers and
people’s

* Removal and abolition of the ABCC must
be non-negotiable as is the abolition of
the Registered Organisations Commission
(ROC).

¢ Industry-wide and supply chain bargaining
rights must be enshrined. Enterprise
agreements were always a retreat and
every attempt to move to broader forms of
bargaining are supported by the CPA

* The right of a worker to be represented at
any time, at any workplace by a union is
vital in being able to stem the tide of union
decline. The CPA believes in full rights for
unions to inspect, represent, enter and be
provided with all relevant employment data

 No limitations or restrictions on what can
be bargained into agreements

* Direct permanent employment is CPA
employment policy. Labor hire and
involuntary casual and precarious work
must ultimately be abolished. This is
an unlikely outcome arising out of this
campaign but protections are required to
ensure some security of employment for
workers. We support any restrictions on
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these forms of employment to achieve that
final goal
Full and equal pay for women
Pay rises for workers with less capacity
must be flowed on from workers that have
the capacity to fight. This could include
solidarity actions in terms of action
flowing from the right to strike as well as
legal mechanisms to ensure awards keep
pace with the cost of living. Non-award
agreement outcomes should flow to all
workers under award coverage
» The CPA supports government procurement
policies that directly support local
manufacturing industries
* Penalty rates must be restored and
improved to the highest social standards
Strong statutory domestic violence leave to
deal with the scourge of domestic violence
in Australia must be a legislated right for
all.

The Communist Party of Australia high-
lights the absolute importance of every worker
joining their union. The Communist Party of
Australia encourages all members to be active
in the Change the Rules campaign.

The Communist Party of Australia is
organising our members to coordinate their
activity and get behind this push to win new
rights for workers recognising always that we
need to maintain the fight to change the very
system of capitalism itself which lies at the
heart of the problem for workers. &

Aged care

The Australian Nursing and Midwifery
Federation (ANMF) has submitted a
number of key recommendations to the
federal Senate Inquiry into the financial
and tax practices of Australia’s for-profit
aged care providers — to ensure operators
only receive taxpayer funding if they can
prove it will be spent on the care of elderly
nursing home residents.

The Inquiry, conducted by the Senate
Economics Reference Committee, follows a
Report commissioned by the ANMF, showing
that the top six for-profit providers received
$2.17 billion in government subsidies but paid
little, or no tax, at a time when the number of
care hours for residents has declined to dan-
gerously low levels.

Prepared by the Tax Justice Network —
Australia, Tax avoidance by for-profit aged
care companies: profit shifting on public

for-profit tax abuse

funds the Report, highlighted how large, for-
profit aged care companies are using complex
corporate structures and other loopholes to
maximise earnings and profits and avoid tax,
while taking advantage of generous, taxpayer
funded government subsidises.

Accordingly, the ANMF has lodged a sub-
mission to the Senate Inquiry, making several
key recommendations:

* Any company receiving Government
funding over $10 million must file
complete audited annual financial
statements with Australian Securities
and Investments Commission (ASIC),
comply with all Australian Accounting
Standards and not be eligible for
Reduced Disclosure Requirements;
Public and private companies must
fully disclose all transactions between
trusts or similar parties that are

part of stapled structures/similar
corporate structures where most or
all income is earned from a related
party and where operating income is
substantially reduced by lease and/or
finance payments to related parties with
beneficial tax treatment;
Residential aged care companies must
publicly and transparently report the
staffing of all aged care facilities;
+ Residential aged care companies should
provide proof that government funding
is being spent directly on the care of
residents and this should be mandated
as a pre-requisite to receiving a subsidy.
The assistant federal secretary of the
ANMF, Annie Butler, said for-profit provid-
ers, many foreign-owned, should be required
by law to meet higher standards of trans-
parency in financial reporting, if they are

continuing to receive millions of dollars in
taxpayer funding.

“It’s time that these for-profit provid-
ers are made accountable for over $2 Billion
they’re receiving from the Australian tax-
payer,” Butler said.

“All elderly Australians have a right to
safe, dignified care, but it’s now apparent that
government funding isn’t being directly spent
on nursing home residents. Instead, for-profit
providers are using corporate structures and
loopholes to avoid paying their fair share of
tax at the expense of the people they’re sup-
posedly caring for.

“As part of our submission, the ANMF
says there must be proof that Government
funding is being directly spent on the care of
elderly residents, as a prerequisite for receiv-
ing any subsidy. That’s only right.” &
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Court employees
end wage freeze

On June 6, after four years of bar-
gaining and 43 rounds of protected
industrial action, Federal Courts
employees around the country have
overwhelming voted to accept a new
workplace agreement that will deliver
improved working hours and better
redundancy and redeployment entitle-
ments to the majority of staff.

The results of the enterprise agree-
ment ballot show 96 percent of the work-
force voted to accept the agreement (of
78 percent who voted).

Community and Public Sector Union
deputy national president Rupert Evans
said Federal Courts staff had overwhelm-
ing rejected two previous offers from
management, instead walking off the job
for the first time in 25 years and forcing
the dispute to the Fair Work Commission
for mediation.

“The four-year-long process to reach
this agreement is a damning indictment
on the Turnbull government’s ideologi-
cal workplace bargaining policy, which
wasted huge resources over four years in
an effort to cut the wages and conditions
of thousands of workers,” Evans said.

“As a result of the tenacity, commit-
ment and hard work of our members,
we were able to reach a point where the
union could, on balance, recommend that
staff support this agreement.

“While it is still far from perfect, this
agreement will deliver significant gains,
in particular for approximately 60 percent

their working hours and better redun-
dancy and redeployment entitlements.”

Evans said that while the agreement
would deliver pay increases of 5.5 per-
cent to all employees within 18 months,
it still amounted to a wage cut in real
terms compared to inflation given Federal
Courts employees have endured a four-
year wage freeze.

“This is one of the only times in
the current round of bargaining that the
CPSU has been able to recommend a yes
vote, but the process to get there shows
once again that Australia’s workplace
laws are broken and urgently need to be
fixed,” he said.

“It should never have taken so many
rounds of industrial action, work stop-
pages, and the intervention of the Fair
Work Commission, just for Federal
Courts employees to finally receive a rea-
sonable offer.”

Evans hit out at the Turnbull govern-
ment, saying the failed workplace bar-
gaining policy that has been imposed
across the public service had wasted a
huge amount of time and resources before
a sensible outcome could be reached.

“This outcome isn’t just a bloody
nose for the Turnbull government’s
failed workplace bargaining policy,
which wasted a huge amount of time
and resources before a sensible out-
come could be reached, it also confirms
the urgent need to change the rules so
employees can reach fair agreements with

“1t should never have taken so many rounds
of industrial action, work stoppages, and the
intervention of the Fair Work Commission,
just for Federal Courts employees to

of staff who will have improvements to

their employers.” &

finally receive a reasonable offer.”

Indictment of bargaining policy

This month the Full Bench of
the Fair Work Commission
issued a statement about their
intended course of action in the
Department of Home Affairs
Workplace Determination arbi-
tration. The statement provided
for wage rises of four percent ini-
tially and then three percent after
one year, but did not provide for
back pay to compensate for the
delays caused by the Turnbull
government’s bargaining policy
and the Department’s hard-line
approach to their staff.
Community and Public Sector

Union national secretary Nadine
Flood said: “Over 13,000 Home
Affairs staff and their families
haven’t had a pay rise in five years,
so it’s good that the Fair Work
Commission knocked back the
Commonwealth’s outrageous propo-
sition on pay. The Commonwealth
tried to argue that Border Protection
workers contribute nothing to pro-
ductivity and don’t all deserve a pay
rise, and in fact tried to cut some

of their allowances and take home

pay.77
Flood said that the

Commonwealth had thrown down

every possible legal obstacle to
prevent hardworking staff from
reaching a fair deal, so it is “pretty
tough” that there will be no back
pay to help these workers and their
families deal with the bills that
have been stacking up while their
incomes have been frozen for five
years.”

Because of the Turnbull govern-
ment’s bargaining policy, bargaining
in most Commonwealth agencies
took more than four years to settle.
The Department of Home Affairs is
the only Department that was even
able to access arbitration through

the Fair Work Commission, after
the Commonwealth applied to ter-
minate industrial action at interna-
tional airports.

“We have done the best we can
under current laws, but it’s simply
not good enough. This process is an
absolute indictment of the Turnbull
government’s bargaining policy,
and it is a disgrace that Malcolm
Turnbull and (Employment
Minister) Michaelia Cash have
spent years fighting to stop hard-
working border protection staff
from simply being able to keep their
current conditions and pay. It is

very clear that the rules are broken,”
noted Flood.

“The Full Bench of Fair Work
has asked the Commonwealth
to consider making this pay rise
now. The CPSU calls on the
Commonwealth to act fast to give
these workers some relief. We also
hope that when the rest of the deci-
sion is released, the Full Bench con-
sider making sure that workers at
least maintain their take home pay,
including allowances, penalties and
other provisions.” &

The Transport Workers’ Union
(TWU) is already fighting sham-
contracting at Foodora after
taking several cases of unfair dis-
missal. The union also criticised
Foodora over leaked internal
emails which showed the com-
pany was aware it was engaging
in sham-contracting. A survey
of riders has shown three out of
every four riders is paid below
minimum rates.

“We welcome the Fair Work
Ombudsman’s legal action against
Foodora, a company which has
openly flouted the law by denying its
workforce’s rights. But action must
go broader than just one company
and just a few riders,” said TWU fed-
eral secretary Tony Sheldon.

“All workers deserve the rights
and protections that generations
have fought hard for. The on-demand
economy is a tired example of

old-fashioned exploitation with tech
billionaires reaping the benefits at
the community’s expense. The fed-
eral government is refusing to regu-
late rights for all workers regardless
of being alleged contractors.

“The sham-contracting comes
as no surprise to the thousands of
delivery riders who are working in
the on-demand economy. Food deliv-
ery companies control all aspects of
the work riders do, demanding they
work shifts and penalising them if
they don’t work where and when the
companies want them to.

“The flexibility is all on the side
of the companies with the riders
bearing all of the risk. Riders have
no superannuation, no guaranteed
minimum rates and can work shifts
for no pay at all. They can be sacked
without warning and for spurious
claims as the companies argue they

have little or no rights. This area is
crying out for regulation,” he added.
The TWU recently signed agree-
ments with Coles and Airbnb to
ensure fair and safe conditions for
workers in the on-demand economy.
Riders have protested in
Melbourne and Sydney in recent
months over pay and conditions.
The rider survey also found:

» Almost 50 percent of riders had
either been injured on the job or
knew someone who had, over 70
percent of riders said they should
get entitlements such as sick
leave.

* One in four riders (26 percent)

work full-time hours

Three in four (76 percent) riders

work 20 or more hours per week.

» Over 26 percent work more than
40 hours a week

» The average age is just under 26
years. &
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On the right side of God

Hagee's claim that Jerusalem is the “eternal” capital not just of Israel but of “the Jewish people” is that “the Jews” do not really belong to the many various
countries in which they were actually born and brought up, but “really belong” — on some sort of mystical, metaphysical level - in Israel and Israel alone.

Asa Winstanley

One of the most important elements of the
Israel lobby in the United States is right-
wing Evangelical backing — or Christian
Zionism. The fanatically anti-Palestinian
group Christians United For Israel (CUFI)
claims to have more than 4 million mem-
bers. It was founded in 2006 by a Texas
mega-church televangelist, Pastor John
Hagee. It now has smaller branches in the
UK and Canada.

Hagee has a profitable line in supposedly
prophetic books which promote extremist
apocalyptic visions about the “end times.”

With attention-grabbing titles like Four
Blood Moons, the books have a sci-fi or fan-
tasy quality to them. Indeed, they are of course
mostly fictional, even if their author would
claim otherwise.

Hagee’s upcoming book explicitly appeals
to the lucrative fantasy blockbuster audience,
titled as it is: Earth'’s Last Empire: The Final
Game of Thrones.

He also cashes in on the modern “prosper-
ity gospel” trend among those Evangelicals
who purport to show how Biblical prophecies
and principles can lead to actual, literal wealth
for his readers and congregants, in titles like
“Decisions that Produce Wealth” and “The
Power to Get Wealth.”

Hagee, then, is a modern-day snake oil
salesman. As such, he is an appropriate fit for
the state of Israel.

Hagee’s CUFI plays an important role in
rallying Evangelical support for Israel in the
US. It also claims that one of its aims is to fight
anti-Semitism across the world.

Anti-Semitic creed

But in fact Hagee’s doctrine is one of the
most fanatically anti-Semitic religious creeds
in the world today. Leading Palestinian intel-
lectual Joseph Massad has made a convincing
argument that Zionism’s origins actually lay
in evangelical Protestant millenarianism rather
than in any Jewish tradition.

At its heart is an anti-Semitic theology
which aims to rid Europe of its Jewish com-
munities and “gather” them in Palestine in
anticipation of the End Times. There — so
this eschatology has it — when the Messiah,
Jesus, returns, the majority will convert to
Christianity before the final judgement of God.
The rest will be doomed to hell.

Christian Zionism sought to bring about
this “return” to the “Land of Israel” in very
practical terms. In reality, most Jews opposed
Zionism as a fringe movement, and never
sought to live in Palestine. European Jewish
communities are just that — Europeans mostly
descended from converts to Judaism.

The dangerous and racist mythology which
drives groups like CUFI is therefore a useful
tool of the Israel lobby in the eyes of cynical
Israeli politicians and their Zionist supporters
in the West.

Because despite its empty claims to be
fighting anti-Semitism, CUFI’s theology is
very much based in anti-Semitic ideas. Hagee
himself infamously preached that Hitler was
“a hunter” sent by God to drive Jews “back” to
Palestine so that the divine plan to “return” the
Jews to the Land of Israel could be played out.

Such demented ideology is a major driver
of anti-Semitic hatred against Jews.

But it causes little problem for Israel and
its supporters. While the re-emergence of
Hagee’s Hitler sermon during the 2008 pres-
idential race embarrassed John McCain into
renouncing Hagee’s endorsement, the pastor
continues to be courted and indulged by both
Israeli and US politicians.

Racist logic

At the opening of the new US embassy in
Jerusalem in May, Hagee gave the closing ben-
ediction, praying in front of a who’s-who of
Israeli and American politicians.

The crowd included Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, Israeli opposition leader
Isaac Herzog (of the so-called “Labour” party),
Trump’s son-in-law and advisor Jared Kushner,
former US presidential candidate Ted Cruz,
and former senator Joe Lieberman.

During his prayer, Hagee claimed that
Jerusalem is “the eternal capital of the Jewish
people”. This description — a common claim by
such Zionist fanatics — is worth thinking about:
while superficially philosemitic, it is, in effect,
anti-Semitic.

As the Palestinian intellectual Omar
Bargouhti — the co-founder of the BDS (boy-
cott, divestment, sanctions) movement — puts
it: neo-Nazis claim that Jews are sub-human
while Zionists claim that Jews are super-
human — both agree that Jews are, somehow,
not human.

The philosemitism of Christian Zionism is
actually a subtle form of anti-Semitism.

The obvious implication of Netanyahu’s
baseless claim to be not just the prime min-
ister of Israel but the “representative of the
entire Jewish people” and of Hagee’s claim
that Jerusalem is the “eternal” capital not just
of Israel but of “the Jewish people” is that “the
Jews” do not really belong to the many various
countries in which they were actually born and
brought up, but “really belong” — on some sort
of mystical, metaphysical level — in Israel and
Israel alone.

The long term aim is to drive Jews out of
their ancestral homelands and into Palestine
where they are compelled into the role of set-
tlers in the apartheid colony of Israel. It is a
racist, anti-Semitic logic.

This is something that Zionism has had a
degree of success in achieving over the last 70
years. But the project has been a failure in that
most Jews do not live in Israel, and show little
interest in ever doing so — especially American
Jews.

Fiery pits of hell

Another extremist American pastor to
attend the embassy opening ceremony was
Robert Jeffress. The Evangelical gave a prayer
in front of the assembled politicians and
embassy staff in which he described Jerusalem
as “the city that you [God] named as the capital
of Israel 3,000 years ago.”

He went into full-throated political-reli-
gion mode, gushing over Trump, and thank-
ing God “every day that you have given us a
president who boldly stands on the right side
of history, but more importantly stands on the
right side of you, oh God, when it comes to
Israel.”

But Jeffress is also an extremist anti-
Semite Christian Zionist.

As reported by the New York Times, he
once said during an interview on a Christian
TV channel that Jews, Muslims and Mormons
are all going to hell.

“Islam is wrong. It is a heresy from the pit
of hell,” he said. “Mormonism is wrong. It is
a heresy from the pit of hell.” He continued:
“Judaism — you can’t be saved being a Jew.
You know who said that, by the way? The three
greatest Jews in the New Testament: Peter,
Paul and Jesus Christ. They all said Judaism
won’t do it. It’s faith in Jesus Christ.”

In a 2008 sermon, he was more direct:
“Not only do religions like Mormonism,
Islam, Judaism, Hinduism — not only do they

lead people away from the true God, they lead
people to an eternity of separation from God
in hell ... Hell is going to be filled with good
religious people who have rejected the truth
of Christ.”

Israeli politicians like Netanyahu are no
doubt aware of the hateful ideology of such
allies. But as long as these allies are commit-
ted to political support for the state of Israel
and defending its crimes, they do not care.

On the surface, this should make little
sense. After all, in the fever dreams of Hagee
and Jeffress, would Netanyahu — a Jew — not
end up in the fiery pits of hell should he refuse
to convert to faith in Jesus during the last days
of judgement?

Settler-colonial movement

It makes more sense when you consider
another historical fact: Zionism is not a move-
ment for Jewish self-defence, it is a movement
for settler-colonialism.

If the global Zionist movement deems it
useful to promote anti-Semitic conspiracy the-
ories (as Israeli intelligence services admit to
having deliberately done) and hateful, anti-
Jewish Christian theologies, then so be it, goes
their thinking.

After all, the goal of Israel is to bring Jews
to the land of Palestine and turn them into set-
tlers — human fodder that can be used to dis-
place the Indigenous people. Zionism has
never had as one of its real goals the protection
of Jewish communities outside of Israel.

If anything, the opposite is true. Israeli
leaders constantly sensationalise threats to
Jewish life in Europe, to encourage migration
to Israel. Many Iraqi Jews claim that attacks on
their community were actually a plot by Israeli
agents to drive them out of the country and
head for Israel. Before the rise of Zionism, and
the foundation of the state of Israel in 1948,
Jewish citizens of Iraq lived in relative pros-
perity and harmony with their fellow citizens
of other religions.

Despite the warm words of Christian
Zionists about Jews being “God’s chosen
people,” there is no escaping the feeling that
behind this veneer of philosemitism, there is a
distinctly anti-Semitic core at work.

In the final analysis, the effect of Christian
Zionism is anti-Semitic — it is bad for Jewish
communities as well as bad for the Indigenous
people of Palestine.

The Electronic Intifada &
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Fighting and winning

Peter Lazenby

Workers in Britain’s catering and hospi-
tality industry have suffered decades of
exploitation, including low pay and uncer-
tain hours. Now they are fighting back. The
Bakers, Food and Allied Workers Union
(BFAWU) is organising at fast-food chain
McDonald’s.

Last September, strike action took place
at McDonald’s outlets in Cambridge and
Crayford, in the first strike in the 44-year his-
tory of McDonald’s in Britain. More strikes
followed last month at five outlets, including
two in Manchester. The workers are not asking
for the impossible from McDonald’s — just a
£10-an-hour minimum wage and the option of
fixed-hours contracts.

They also want an end to age-related pay,
where younger workers are penalised finan-
cially by the company for simply being what
they are — younger workers.

As things stand, the zero-hours contracts
the young workers suffer leave many unable
to pay their rent if they’re not given sufficient
hours work in any month.

A mortgage would be out of the question,
so some McDonald’s workers band together to
share a house or a flat. It’s the only way they
can keep a roof over their heads. Others have
been evicted for being unable to pay their rent.

So far the strikes have involved small num-
bers of McDonald’s workers, but they have had
widespread support from other unions and the
public and union membership is growing.

In addition, the strikes are part of a strug-
gle against McDonald’s taking place on both
sides of the Atlantic and beyond. In the United
States the Service Employees International
Union (SEIU) is campaigning for a $15 mini-
mum wage.

The two unions are in touch with each
other. In fact, McDonald’s workers from the
United States joined McDonald’s workers who
staged a protest at the company’s outlet in
Whitehall in London, as did McDonald’s work-
ers from Sweden and New Zealand.

The protest was part of one of several
Global Days of Action staged by McDonald’s
workers. Such is the international nature of the
workers’ struggle.

Among the Manchester strikers on May 1
was Lauren McCourt, a 23-year-old newcomer
to union activism. She is a fast learner. She
told the Morning Star: “I’m a McStriker from
Manchester and on May 1, 2018, I participated
in a national strike of McDonald’s workers for
£10 an hour regardless of age, fixed-hours con-
tracts and union recognition.

“I’ve lost count of the number of times
young people I work with have asked me what
a union actually is. They’ve genuinely never
heard of one before. I’ve tried to explain it in
basic terms, ‘They protect your rights at work.
They’re there to help you if you ever get into
any trouble.” They’ve always said ‘OK” and
shrugged because that response just doesn’t
excite them. No-one here ever expects them-
selves to get into trouble at work. Joining a
union would be wasting money for something
that’s unlikely to happen.

“After the first McDonald’s strike last
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September, things started to change in my
store. That’s when people started to show inter-
est because for the first time they were seeing
people just like them fighting against the exact
same issues that they have — and winning. The
first strike resulted in the largest pay rise at
McDonald’s in over a decade.

“I started to realise that for workers like us
it’s not enough to have the union as an insur-
ance policy. We need our union to be about
identifying the changes we need to make in
our workplaces and actively fighting together
to make those changes happen. We’ve grown
in size since the first strike and that’s because
more and more young workers are seeing that,
when we unite and fight in our workplaces, we
can get higher wages and better contracts and
better working conditions.

“They’ve never even thought of that before
because they’ve grown up post-Thatcher at a
time when unions aren’t fighting like they used
to. That’s the reason our wages are so low to
begin with. We are in workplaces made up of
individuals. When we stand by ourselves and
not together in a union, it leaves our employer
free to exploit us as much as they want.

“In the last couple of weeks, TGI Friday’s
workers have been striking against low pay
and tip theft. They said they were inspired by
the McStrike and they’ve been copying our
chants on their picket lines. We can already see
what happens when you get out there and fight
together, it inspires others like you to do the
same.

“We’ve grown out of the Fight For §15

campaign in the US where they’ve managed
not just to raise the wages of fast-food workers,
but they’ve doubled the legal minimum wage
from $7.25 to $15 in several states. That’s
exactly what we’re fighting for. The issues we
struggle against — working on zero-hours con-
tracts, low wages and youth pay rates — are the
same issues that millions of other people in this
country face. We’re fighting for all of them.
This is where it begins.

“I hope they see what we’re doing and
get inspired to do the same because, when we
stand together and use our strength in numbers,
we will always have more power than those
who mistreat and exploit us. That’s when we
will win — when we stop accepting less than
what we deserve and we stop waiting around
hoping that things will get better on their own.”

Ronnie Draper is the BFAWU general
secretary. He agrees with McCourt that the
action by McDonald’s workers in the United
States has inspired workers here. But he says
there’s much more to the struggle of workers
in Britain than that.

“The fact that we have poverty wages for
young people in the fast-food industry was the
other inspiration and nobody was doing any-
thing about it,” he says. Draper says that the
McDonald’s struggle is not just about young
workers, though many have been at the heart
of the strike action.

“McDonald’s are not bothered who they
exploit. All they are bothered about is what
comes into their coffers. This is the second-
biggest employer in the world and probably

the biggest serial exploiter of workers’ rights
in the world.

“It is a company that counts its profits in
billions not millions.

But he accepts that the trade union move-
ment did need to be aware that young workers
are vital to its survival. “We need to get back
into schools,” Draper says. “We used to do it.
We used to go round colleges and schools. I
encourage our people to get into colleges and
schools.

“As a union we are affiliated to the Unions
into Schools initiative in Scotland.

“You cannot have any organisation that
only thrives on the last of the older people.
Unions have got to change otherwise we only
represent people from the past. We have to
listen to what young people want.”

Going back to the McDonald’s issue, he
said the campaign is growing.

“We have young organisers out recruiting
as we speak,” he said.

The BFAWU annual conference is taking
place in Southport and the McDonald’s cam-
paign will be high on the agenda.

The presentation of the union’s Youth
Award will also be on the agenda. It will go
to McCourt and will be presented to her by
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn.

She is nothing if not ambitious.

“When we start to use our collective power
in our hundreds and thousands and millions we
will be unstoppable,” she says.

Morning Star &

“McDonald’s are not bothered who they
exploit. All they are bothered about is
what comes into their coffers. This is the
second-biggest employer in the world
and probably the biggest serial exploiter
of workers’ rights in the world.”
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Trump racism “a symptom”

Mark Gruenberg

Republican President Donald
Trump’s racist stands, remarks
and tweets are “just a symptom”
of white nationalist fears — which
have been going for decades —
that “the other America” of “the
rejected” is increasing in strength
and will rise up to take back the
country, the Reverend William
Barber says.

In a combination speech and
sermon to the United Auto Workers
convention in Detroit, the North
Carolina pastor said that that other
America includes women, blacks,
browns, Native Americans, Asians,
LGBTQ people and — most impor-
tant for the crowd — union members.

“Their fear is that if brown folk
from Mexico hook up with black
folks and union folks and progres-
sive white folks, that’s changing
the electorate” and “would change
America.” That fear, he said “is
racism.” It’s directed against “the
rejected”, unionists included, who
should mobilise to take the country
back.

Barber got cheers when he
pointed out the same right-wing
forces that suppress minorities and
deny their voting rights pass right-to-
work laws, scheme to destroy unions
and otherwise suppress workers.

So he called on the UAW and
its members to join the New Poor
People’s Campaign, and particu-
larly its mass rally at the US Capitol
on June 23, at the end of the 40-day
first phase of the drive. And he
appealed to all the unionists to
follow in the footsteps of someone
he called “another union member, a
Carpenter,” Christ.

“They told him he was rejected,
t00,” Barber said.

Several big unions, includ-
ing the Steelworkers, AFSCME,
the Communications Workers, the
Teachers and the Service Employees,
have already endorsed and actively

back the drive. CWA President
Chris Shelton was among more than
100 backers voluntarily arrested
for peaceful resistance at the US
Supreme Court on June 12.

Shelton and the others knelt and
prayed in the court’s plaza for the
justices and against two recent High
Court rulings. One lets states throw
voters off the rolls, disenfranchis-
ing the poor, minorities and workers.
The other forces workers into arbi-
tration against firms, even despite
labour law. Those arrested were held
for 11 hours in a dirty cell, shackled
hand and foot, he said.

The campaign will continue with
the object of putting the eradication
of poverty — along with allied ills of
racism, xenophobia, the war econ-
omy, discrimination and denial of
voting rights, among other things —
atop the national agenda, Barber told
the crowd on June 14.

Barber made many of those same
points at a prior rally/press confer-
ence in front of the convention site,
Cobo Centre. That rally also focused
on a local issue which is now turn-
ing into a state-wide cause: The four-
year-old water crisis in nearby Flint,
where lead in drinking water — intro-
duced as a cost-saving measure by a
water source switch the Republican
Party-run state ordered in the major-
ity-minority city — poisoned kids.

One UAW vice president,
Cindy Estrada, spoke out with him.
“Workers are vilified for collecting
food stamps” when their firms pay
minimum wages “while corpora-
tions make billions of dollars,” she
told the rally crowd. “This isn’t just
about the contracts we bargain, but
about the world we live in.”

UAW delegates and guests
applauded Barber’s calls for ending
those ills, with one exception: Only
scattered clapping for his “war econ-
omy” criticism and call for cuts
there.

Barber said the US spends more
than US$600 billion on “war and
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militarism,” or 53 cents of every
dollar of spending for domestic dis-
cretionary programs. Many UAW
members work for firms that receive
federal military contracts and sub-
contracts, such as making dash-
boards for F-150 fighters.

“And this administration wants
to make it 63 cents,” he said, far
more than what the feds spend on
education and programs for the poor.
With 143 million poor in the US, and
the majority of them women, chil-
dren and the disabled, the nation can
do better than that, he said.

“It is a choice between corpo-
rate greed and glorifying war versus
battling sickness and poverty.” And
contrary to myth, Barber pointed out
ending poverty would benefit whites
as well as minorities, “since there
are 8 million to 9 million more white
poor” than poor people from all other
races combined.

Barber didn’t confine his criti-
cism to the wealthy and the cor-
porations. He also nudged white

progressives who, after the assas-
sinations of Dr Martin Luther King
and Senator Robert F Kennedy 50
years ago, retreated into “silos” con-
centrating on specific issues.

They didn’t and don’t realise
the issues of poverty, worker rights,
women’s rights, LGBTQ rights, mili-
tarism and voter suppression are all
interconnected, he said. “We’ve got
to get out of our silos and bring the
rejected together,” he declared. “The
answer lies inside the problem.”

And in the prior rally, Barber
noted the opposition, and white
nationalism, is just as rife in the
states as in the federal government.
The NPPC’s marches in Lansing,
Michigan’s capital, have focused on
the racist aspects of the water crisis.
They include not just the lead in
Flint’s water but also arbitrary cut-
offs of water to families who fall
behind in paying their bills. Most
of those families are in Detroit and
poor.

And as an Evangelical Protestant

minister himself, Barber criticised —
both in his speech and at the prior
rally — Evangelical Protestant min-
isters “who ignore 2,000 sections”
of the Old and New Testaments “in
favour of two:” Those that approve
discrimination, particularly against
gays and lesbians.

Those pastors, he told UAW,
believe being Christian means being
anti-gay, anti-worker, anti-black,
anti-brown, pro-military and pro-gun
rights. “They’re folk like Franklin
Graham” — Billy Graham’s son and
successor — “who are anti-union and
who said if you’re a progressive,
you’re an atheist.”

“And they” — right-wing law-
makers backed by such preachers
and business interests — “just passed
a tax bill that takes $2 trillion from
working people and gives it in tax
cuts to the wealthy and the greedy.

“You have to go all the way back
to slavery to find that kind of transfer
of wealth,” Barber said.

People’s World &

Deliveroo riders’
union win

Sam Tobin

BRITAIN: Deliveroo riders took
a step towards union recogni-
tion after they were granted
permission to appeal against a
ruling that they are not legally
“workers”.

The High Court allowed a full
judicial review of the decision that
does not entitle riders in Camden,
north London to union recognition
and collective bargaining.

Justice Simler said the
International Workers of Great
Britain (IWGB) had an “argu-
able” case that Deliveroo riders had
the right to collective bargaining
under the European Convention on
Human Rights.

IWGB general secretary Jason
Moyer-Lee said the case had
“become not just an employment
rights issue but rather a matter of
fundamental human rights.

“Deliveroo should take a serious

look at itself and ask itself whether
it really wants to save a bit of
money at the expense of the human
rights of the individuals who make
their business a success.”

But Justice Simler rejected the
IWGB application for a cost-cap-
ping order to restrict its liabilities
for Deliveroo’s legal costs, which
IWGB claim could be in excess of
£100,000.

She said the case “is not of
common interest to all workers
in the gig economy,” declaring it
“unlikely” that it could “form any
sort of precedent.”

Moyer-Lee told the Morning
Star he was “disappointed” with
that decision.

“To say human rights of work-
ers in the so-called gig economy is
not a matter of public importance is
absurd,” he said.

Last November, the Central
Arbitration Committee found that,
because Deliveroo riders could

substitute someone in their place to
complete a delivery, they were not
legally workers.

A full judicial review of that
decision will now take place in the
near future.

The Supreme Court ruled ear-
lier against bogus “self-employer”
Pimlico Plumbers and found that
the “tight control” the company
had over Gary Smith rubbished its
claim that he was an “independent
contractor.”

Smith worked for Pimlico
Plumbers from 2005 until he was
sacked in 2011 over asking for his
hours to be reduced after having
suffered a heart attack.

But Justice Simler rejected the
IWGB argument that the Pimlico
Plumbers judgment “strengthens
and fortifies” its Deliveroo case,
finding that the contract terms were
distinct from one another.
Morning Star &
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Takes

Finian Cunningham

If Trump stands by that com-
mitment then it will be key to a
successful resolution of the dec-
ades-old conflict, with the specific
result of North Korea fulfilling its
vow to scrap nuclear weapons.

Significantly, following his
meeting with North Korean leader
Kim Jong-un, Trump referred to
the annual joint military exercises
between US and South Korean
forces as “provocative” and “inap-
propriate” in the new context of
peaceful exchange.

Until recently, the Trump admin-
istration — like previous US admin-
istrations — had refused to consider
a reciprocal move over suspending
its war manoeuvres on the Korean
Peninsula in return for North Korea’s
nuclear disarmament.

Trump appeared to abandon that
policy in a personal and spontaneous
token of goodwill to Chairman Kim
when the two leaders held historic
face-to-face talks on Singapore’s
Sentosa Island this week.

Even the Pentagon seemed to be
caught by surprise, as were US allies
Japan and South Korea.

Trump’s Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo has followed up with visits
to his South Korean and Japanese
counterparts to “assure” them that
US defence pacts are “ironclad”.

Notably, however, Pompeo did
not retreat from Trump’s announce-
ment of cancelling the joint military
drills due to take place later this year.

In a follow-on trip to Beijing,
Pompeo accepted Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi’s stated position
that “security guarantees” to North
Korea were essential for delivering
on a denuclearisation process for the
Korean Peninsula.

What this comes down to is
that the Trump administration has,
in effect, adopted the formula pre-
scribed by both China and Russia of
a “freeze-freeze” trade-off.

Over the past year, Beijing and
Moscow have been consistently call-
ing for a step-by-step process of dip-
lomatic engagement between the US
and North Korea, whereby the lat-
ter’s commitment to decommission
its nuclear weapons is met by the
Americans scaling back their mili-
tary forces.

In particular, the issue of annual

fwo to tango
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Trump referred to the military exercises between US and South Korean forces as “provocative” and “inappropriate” in the new context of peaceful exchange.

joint military exercises has long been
a big bone of contention for North
Korea. Indeed, not only North Korea,
but neighbouring China and Russia
as well.

Ever since the end of the Korean
War (1950-53), the US has mobilised
tens of thousands of troops, warships
and warplanes every year in what it
calls “defence drills”. The military
exercises occur twice a year and are
conducted with South Korean forces,
as well as with Japanese.

Given that the Korean War
was never officially ended with a
formal peace treaty, but rather only
with a truce, the North Korean side
has sound reason to be alarmed by
these large-scale manoeuvres. The
exercises include the deployment of
nuclear-capable warplanes in prac-
tice bombing sorties. Even more
provocatively, the US-led forces
carry out rehearsals for “decapita-
tion strikes” on North Korea aimed
at exterminating the countries
leadership.

Seen from North Korea’s point
of view, this background of relentless
threat and intimidation is the main
impetus for the nation embarking on
a clandestine nuclear weapons pro-
gram — as a matter of self-defence
and survival.

If the Americans take away the
perceived existential threat from
their massive military presence on
North Korea’s borders, then there is
an opportunity for North Korea to
seriously consider disarmament of
its nukes.

The US war games were can-
celled before during the 1990s when
the Clinton administration tried to
dissuade North Korea from devel-
oping nuclear weapons. During
the subsequent GW Bush admin-
istration, the Americans back-
tracked on certain commitments of
financial and technological aid to
Pyongyang, according to former
State Department official Lawrence
Wilkerson. That was a major factor
in why North Korea resumed its
nuclear program, which culminated
in building the bomb under present
leader Kim Jong-un.

It remains to be seen whether
Trump will stick to his avowed can-
celling of war games.

A US military spokesperson in
South Korea was quoted as saying
they “had not received any instruc-
tions to cease training exercises, and
a joint drill planned for the autumn
would go ahead unless they were
instructed otherwise.”

Following Trump’s surprise

Grenfell fire marked

Lamiat Sabin

A minute’s silence was observed
up and down the country today
(June 15) on the first anniversary
of the Grenfell Tower fire that cut
short the lives of 72 people.

Survivors, the bereaved and
local residents held a private memo-
rial at the tower’s base that the
public watched from a screen out-
side. Decorations in green — the
colour for Grenfell — covered the
streets.

The Soul Sanctuary Gospel
Choir opened and closed the memo-
rial with renditions of Lean On Me
and Bridge Over Troubled Water.

A community mosaic was unveiled
and a poem and a passage from the
Koran were read out.

The names of the 72 victims
— including stillborn baby Logan
Gomes and Maria del Pilar Burton,
who died in hospital in January —
were read out before the silence.

A memorial service for

bereaved families and local commu-
nity members also took place at the
nearby St Helen’s Church.

Bishop of Kensington Dr
Graham Tomlin said: “We could
identify who was responsible,
we can make building regulation
changes, but unless we ask some
more fundamental questions about
the way we relate to each other in
society and how we care for one
another, then we will just go back to
the way we normally are.

“I think Grenfell is a once-in-a-
generation opportunity to ask some
really deep questions about the way
we live together, the way we care
for each other in society.”

Benches at the front were
reserved for families of those who
died, including relatives of Ali
Yawar Jafari, Gary Maunders, Steve
Power, Jessica Urbano-Ramirez,
Ligaya Moore and the Choucair
family.

The Fire Brigades Union (FBU)
insisted that authorities and business

owners who failed to keep Grenfell
Tower safe should be prosecuted.

“A year after the devastation
nobody has been arrested despite
the obvious fact that Grenfell was a
deathtrap,” said FBU general secre-
tary Matt Wrack.

Tottenham Labour MP David
Lammy, who was friends with
victim Khadija Saye, condemned
the “little support” the government
and council have provided in the
wake of the tragedy.

He added: “It needs to be much,
much better, we need to get those
people housed, and we need to con-
tinue to support those in the north
Kensington area that are deeply
traumatised.”

Thousands of people — includ-
ing Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn
— are expected to attend the silent
march this evening, which has been
held every month since the fire.
Morning Star

announcement in Singapore, it
seemed that the Pentagon had not
been consulted on the proposal to
halt manoeuvres. It now remains to
be seen if Trump has enough practi-
cal authority over Washington mili-
tary planners to implement his offer
to North Korea.

There is also the question of
US allies in the region putting pres-
sure on Washington. Immediately
after the Singapore summit, Japan’s
Defence Minister Itsunori Onodera
expressed concern, saying that the
joint US drills were “vital to East
Asian security”.

South Korea has taken a more
pragmatic approach. Like the
Pentagon and Japan, Seoul appeared
to be blindsided by Trump’s cancel-
lation plan.

But President Moon Jae-in’s
office has since hinted that South
Korea is prepared to go along with
suspending military exercises in
order to “further dialogue”.

Probably the biggest obstacle
to Trump’s engagement with North
Korea is his political enemies at
home. Reaction to his meeting with
Kim from Democrats and large
sections of the anti-Trump news
media was negative. The president
was castigated for giving too many

concessions to Kim and for affording
North Korea a “propaganda victory”.

One can envisage a media cam-
paign being whipped up over the
coming months for Trump to resume
military exercises on the Korean
Peninsula as a way to demonstrate
“support for our allies” in the face of
“North Korean aggression”.

This underscores why Trump and
Kim need to work closely together to
implement a reciprocal peace deal. If
North Korea delivers on its commit-
ment to begin a measurable disarma-
ment process and Trump reciprocates
with security guarantees then the
entire process can move forward
with success.

South Korea’s President Moon
Jae-in has a crucial role to play too.
President Moon is dedicated to a
comprehensive peace settlement
between the two divided Koreas and
the eventual denuclearisation of the
peninsula. The South Korea leader is
well aware that the North needs and
deserves security guarantees.

It can be expected therefore that
the South Korean leadership will
back Trump in his call for dropping
the war games.

Has realised that with regard to
North Korea, it takes two to tango?
RT — Russia Today &
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Quality of Aged Care in Australia

I write this letter to make a statement on the quality
of aged care both in our home here in Cootamundra
Nursing Home and in nursing homes throughout
Australia.

First a little on myself. I have worked with the union
movement, the Federated Ironworkers Association and the
South Cost Labour Council from 1976 to 1982, then from
1989 to 2000, in the health campaign area mainly: Save
the Public Hospital’s Campaign’s and Medicare, of which
became chairperson in 1997 until 2000.

Since 2000 I have been in many hospitals, mainly
South-Eastern Sydney, Illawarra and Murrumbidgee
Health Service Areas. In our home in Cootamundra, where
I have been a resident for 17 months, both management
and staff here are the equal of, if not better than I have seen
in any public hospital I have visited or have been a patient
in, over the last 29 years.

Cuts to staff on every shift are having a huge toll on
morale as staff feel they are letting down those in their
care. The blame has to be laid at the feet, of federal gov-
ernments with aged care cuts since the ALP’s 2012-13-14
budgets, with the Abbott-Hocky government doubling the
cuts in 2014-15.

Allan Hamilton

Right to choose and social justice

I note that Argentina has moved closer to legalising
abortion after a historic vote in the lower house fol-
lowing a marathon parliamentary debate.

Pro-choice activists celebrated the announcement on
the streets of Buenos Aires where demonstrations and
vigils have taken place for the last few weeks under the
banner “Not One More.”

The bill, which allows for abortions up to the 14th
week of pregnancy, was passed by a narrow margin of 129
to 123 and will now make its way to Argentina’s Senate
for approval.

It is a major step in a region with some of the world’s
strictest abortion laws, taken just weeks after a referendum
in Ireland voted to legalise terminations.

MPs debated through the night on the bill, which was
opposed by the Catholic Church despite polls which sug-
gested the move to legalise abortion was backed by around
70 percent of the population.

As opposition Justicialist Party congresswoman Mayra
Mendoza, one of the driving forces behind the bill, said:
“We are dealing with a public health issue that cannot be
addressed with blinkers, nor with morals and ethics and
much less religion.

“This is also a matter of social justice.”

T Southern
Brisbane
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“"We won’t be silent anymore”

On June 12, a number of Democrat repre-
sentatives and senators convened a forum
at the US Capitol to examine poverty in
America. Panellists included the Reverend
Dr William J Barber, co-chair of the Poor
People’s Campaign, and individuals who
shared their personal stories about pov-
erty and economic injustice. Their aim, as
Barber made clear in his presentation, was
not to get applause, but to make the nation
weep at the crisis of poverty in one of the
richest countries in the world.

The panel focused on the fact that close to
140 million people living in the United States
are either poor or low-income and discussed
what must be done to change this.

Opening the hearing, Senator Elizabeth
Warren noted that fifty years ago, “Dr. Martin
Luther King said America is at a crossroads ...
Fifty years later America’s progress remains at
a crossroads.” Proclaiming that the safety net
of the United States has a hole in it the size
of a “dump truck,” Warren explained, “Half
of Americans don’t have retirement money.
We are in an economic crisis. This govern-
ment works really well for the rich and the
powerful.”

Noting that the Poor People’s Campaign
is the “tip of the spear” in the fight against this
economic crisis, Warren said, “We are here to

respond to that call,” in reference to the cam-
paign’s call for members of Congress and
the government to listen to the organisation’s
demands.

Reverend Dr Liz Theoharis, co-chair of the
Poor People’s Campaign, was set to speak at
the hearing, but was detained the day before
while praying on the US Supreme Court steps
after the Husted decision, which upheld voter
suppression in Ohio. She and nine other mem-
bers of the Poor People’s Campaign, including
Reverend Grayland Hagler, Reverend Jimmie
Hawkins, and Reverend William Lamar IV,
were still in jail at the time of the forum.

Theoharis sent a statement to be read in her
stead. It noted that “very few talk about pov-
erty as a sin ... Jesus isn’t condoning poverty,
he’s reminding us that God hates poverty ... For
anyone who claims to be a person of faith, this
is our call. By listening to us, you have become
moral witnesses. Poverty is political.”

Barber explained that for the past four
weeks, over 3,000 Americans have engaged in
the Poor People’s Campaign. “This campaign
is not a commemoration of what happened
50 years ago. It is a launching,” he said. “We
really don’t tell the full story of what is going
on in America.” Referencing the two parties of
Democrats and Republicans, he noted that both
have had issues even saying the word “poor.”

“Poverty, systemic racism, and militarism
is not talked about morally,” Barber said. “We
have allowed political extremists to pit Black,
brown, and poor whites against each other ...
Racism is not just Roseanne or words. Racism
is works and policies,” he proclaimed. Citing
that nearly 140 million people live in poverty,
including 38 million poor children, 60 percent
of African Americans, and 67 million poor
white people, the reverend declared, “We have
to mend the flaw of poverty. We won’t be silent
anymore.”

Other panellists gave their testimony of
living in poverty. Pamela Sue Rush, a 48-year-
old mother of two from Lowndes County,
Alabama, explained how her mobile home does
not have access to county sanitation services.

Breaking down in tears during her speech,
she stated how she and her daughter live in
poverty because they can’t afford better. Barber
also noted that Pamela was the victim of pred-
atory lending, and because she owed over
$120,000 for a loan on a house, she couldn’t
afford to move to better living conditions.

Vanessa Nosie, from the Apache
Stronghold in Oak Flat, Arizona, whose
sacred land was acquired by a mining com-
pany, spoke to how poverty and bad policies
affect the Indigenous community. Christopher
Olive, a formerly homeless, 27-year-old

military veteran from Grays Harbor County,
Washington, explained how there is a criminal-
isation of the poor happening where he lives,
and around the country.

Amy Jo Hutchinson, a single mother, and
an organiser with the West Virginia Healthy
Kids and Families Coalition, noted, “We
shouldn’t have to give so much of ourselves in
order to have good quality of life.” Nic Smith,
a Roanoke, Virginia, Waffle House worker and
organiser with the Fight for $15, explained that
“Coal jobs disappeared and were replaced with
chronic poverty and ecological devastation.”
Smith also noted that anti-union legislation,
such as Right to Work, was harmful to workers.

Barber explained that by government offi-
cials joining their political power with the
people power of the campaign, change could
happen, and that the campaign was currently
working on a budget of what it would take to
help those in poverty.

Warren summarised the hearing by high-
lighting that the note she made during the testi-
monies was, “Do not waste my pain,” in regard
to the poor who spoke on the panel. Warren
proclaimed that poverty and economic justice
were a moral issue “first, last, and all of the
in-between.”

People’s World &
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Tommy McKearney

Four days before the British
general election of October 1924
the Daily Mail published a letter
purporting to have been written
by the chairman of the Executive
Committee of the Comintern,
Grigory Zinoviev. The paper
claimed that the correspond-
ence revealed a Bolshevik plot
to plunge Britain into civil war,
and that the Communist Party of
Great Britain was manipulating
the Labour government led by
Ramsay MacDonald.

It was a forgery created by
Conservative Party supporters in
British intelligence; but their ploy
worked. The political middle ground
collapsed, the Tories won the elec-
tion, and so ended any prospect of
détente with the Soviet Union.

Not, of course, that this was the
only act of political sabotage ever
conducted by British spooks. From
Pigott’s forged Parnell letter to Tony
Blair’s infamous dossier alleging
Iraqi “weapons of mass destruction,”
England’s secret services have never
allowed the truth to get in the way of
a reactionary political agenda.

With this in mind we can con-
sider more recent circumstances
and events. The leader of the British
Labour Party, Jeremy Corbyn, has
defied right-wing expectations
that he would self-destruct and has
instead reinvigorated left-wing social
democracy by challenging Blairite
and Tory-manufactured austerity.

Earlier this year the tabloid Sun
published an article insinuating that
Corbyn had a questionable connec-
tion with a Cold War Czechoslovak
spy. The claim was soon rubbished,
but it was planted in the stratosphere
all the same. Now we have the slan-
derous accusations of anti-Semitism
against him, something that is
strongly contradicted by the man
himself and the organisation Jewish
Voice for Labour. Nevertheless,
this baseless accusation is gleefully
repeated by embittered Blairites and
given headline treatment by the BBC
and other media.

Surpassing even these tall tales is
the sensational story of an attack on
MI6’s Russian agent Sergei Skripal

Creating a
bogeyman

and his daughter. While it is impos-
sible from our standpoint to know
exactly what happened in Salisbury,
there is still no convincing proof that
the poisoning was either carried out
or sanctioned by the Russian state.

Even a former British ambas-
sador to Uzbekistan, Craig Murray,
is cautious about placing blame on
Moscow. In a balanced observation
he said, “There is no evidence it was
Russia. I am not ruling out that it
could be Russia ... but I want to see
where the evidence lies.”

We have to ask, therefore, why
Varadkar (Leo Eric Varadkar is
Minister for Defence and Leader of
Fine Gael since June 2017) so enthu-
siastically supported the call by
Theresa May to blame and sanction
Russia. Keep in mind that Varadkar
is a qualified doctor, trained to make
assessments based on evidence rather
than “highly likely” assertions from
dubious sources.

It would be easy to suggest a
servile adherence to West-Britonism
from the leader of a party that has
long suffered from that affliction;
the reason, however, is likely to be
more complex, though just as unac-
ceptable. Fine Gael is fulfilling its
basic function as the parliamentary
protector of capital and the ruling
class.

Two recent publications offer an
insight. In May the Financial Times
conducted an analysis that revealed
that, globally, large transnational
corporations are now paying signif-
icantly lower taxes than before the
2008 financial crisis. This is a result
of a decade when governments
within the OECD adjusted corpo-
rate taxes to favour business, and
have done so by cutting the social
wage for working people — a prac-
tice better known here as “austerity.”

A few days before this arti-
cle appeared, Fine Gael members
of the EU Parliament published a
report, called “Ireland and the EU:
Defending our common European
home,” calling for a review of this
country’s position on neutrality. The
document argued for (among other
things) greater flexibility in how
the Irish military might be deployed
abroad, increasing spending on the
Defence Forces to a damaging two
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The plan is simple. Create a bhogeyman in the East,
generate hysteria against left social democrats
and socialists, and sew all together behind

a blind advocacy of militarism.

percent of GDP, and developing an
Irish arms industry.

To get the full significance of
this ominous report it is necessary
to read the entire document, with its
chilling references to central intelli-
gence units and a national security
council.

At first glance the issues of
low corporate taxation and ending
Ireland’s neutrality may not appear
linked. Nevertheless, there is a
strong connection, in that the latter
is used to distract attention from the
former. The Financial Times report
only confirms what is well known to
people in Ireland: income inequal-
ity is growing, in spite of a so-called
recovery and increasing levels of
employment.

The Republic has one of the
world’s highest relative numbers of
billionaires, coupled with very prof-
itable transnational corporations. But
what do we see? Hospital waiting-
lists at crisis levels, homelessness
and widespread housing shortages,
overcrowded classrooms, and down-
graded public services.
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Working people are understand-
ably becoming increasingly disen-
chanted with this situation. They
see an Irish government endeavour-
ing not to collect $13 billion from
Apple Inc while indigenous and
transnational companies are profit-
ing greatly from a generous corpo-
rate tax regime.

And if this isn’t enough, we now
have the banks that caused the eco-
nomic crash of 2010 selling domestic
mortgages to vulture funds that are
preparing to evict working families
from their homes.

In the face of growing discon-
tent from within working-class com-
munities throughout Ireland and the
European Union (and the United
States) we are now seeing the emer-
gence of what can only be described
as the politics of distraction.

The plan is as simple as it is old-
fashioned. Create a bogeyman in the
East, generate hysteria against left
social democrats and socialists, and
sew all together behind a blind advo-
cacy of militarism. Defence of our
“common European home” might

just as well read “the defence of
small nations,” as all the powers of
neo-liberal Europe have entered into
an unholy alliance to protect their
privilege.

So what should we do? Firstly,
let’s recognise that this onslaught by
the ruling elite is the result of fun-
damental flaws in their socio-eco-
nomic system: briefly, an actual or
impending crisis in capitalism cou-
pled with concern by the powerful
that they are vulnerable to working-
class fight-back.

Then we should do all we can
to defend what remains of Ireland’s
neutrality. This is a crucial struggle,
to prevent Fine Gael and fellow-trav-
ellers in Fianna Fail chaining us to
NATOQO’s warmongers.

Thereafter we must continue to
build a movement among working
people that is capable of resisting
the savagery that is capitalism and
moving forward towards construct-
ing socialism.
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Continvity of the Revolution

WT Whitney

When young Cubans led by Fidel Castro
attacked Santiago’s Moncada Barracks and
other barracks in Bayamo on July 26, 1953,
they were rebelling in part against the
Batista regime’s disregard of Cuba’s fairly
progressive Constitution of 1940. In 1976,
15 years after the victory of Cuba’s social-
ist revolution, Cubans voting in a national
referendum approved a new Constitution.
Cubans now are about to revise their
Constitution for the third time.

Cuban leaders in 1992 were facing seri-
ous stresses following the defeat of socialism
in the Soviet Union and other countries, the
nation’s main arm of economic support. They
responded with a bevy of constitutional revi-
sions aimed at increasing citizen participa-
tion in politics and adjusting the practices to
worsening economic difficulties. There would
be, for example, direct election of deputies to
national and provincial legislative assemblies.
Local councils were instituted.

A national referendum in 2002 approved
constitutional changes declaring, however,
that the socialist nature of the Cuban nation
is “irrevocable.” Cuba’s government was
responding to the “Varela Project” put forth
by political dissidents who had collected thou-
sands of names of citizens united in their call
for political change in Cuba.

Currently preparations are in the works
for further change to Cuba’s Constitution.
That possibility emerged in 2013 and former
President Raul Castro called for constitutional
change during the Seventh Congress of the
Cuban Communist Party in 2016.

On April 19, the National Assembly named
Miguel Diaz-Canel as Cuba’s new president.
In his farewell remarks then, Castro reported
that the Assembly in its next regular session,
in July, would be proposing a commission of
deputies who would initiate the “project of a
new Constitution.”

Castro spoke too of the new post of prime
minister being created and of diffusing the
power concentrated now in the hands of Cuba’s
chief of state, who is also first secretary of
the Communist Party. He indicated that term
limits for high offices, already approved by the
Communist Party, would become part of the
constitution.

Rather than wait for the July session of the
National Assembly, the Council of State on
May 28 declared that an extraordinary session
of the National Assembly would convene on
June 2. The Assembly that day created a com-
mission of deputies tasked with carrying out
the process.

President Diaz-Canel announced the names
of the 33 deputies who, representing a range
of professional backgrounds and governmental
responsibilities, would be joining the commis-
sion. He designated former President Castro,

still serving as first secretary of the Communist
party, as the commission’s facilitator.

Castro followed by telling commission
members they would be meeting for the first
time that very afternoon. He thus signalled the
project’s high priority.

The plan is for the commission to prepare
a draft version of constitutional reforms to be
presented to the Assembly for discussion and
modification at its next regular session, in July.
The proposals will then be submitted to the
Cuban people who in community meetings and
at workplaces will discuss them and propose
changes. After that, the National Assembly will
once more consider modifications of the pro-
posals and approve a final version. The final
step will be a national referendum.

The main impetus for constitutional reform
stems from new economic and societal realities
in Cuba. In the words of one observer: “The
principal incentive for this initiative is to adjust
the existing legal framework to the great eco-
nomic changes taking place on the island for
more than a decade. For example: the emerging
private sector.”

In fact, the number of Cubans no longer

employed by the state has risen to 10 percent of
working Cubans. Planners are seeking constitu-
tional changes that will accommodate foreign
investment, private businesses, and new forms
of cooperatives. Additionally, many Cubans
hold citizenship in other countries, something
the current Constitution prohibits.

Ideas are circulating as to how the
Constitution will take into account the 40,000
Cubans who emigrate every year and LBGTQ
community members who are now demand-
ing equal rights with marriage equality promi-
nent among those demands. One commentator
sees the state now having to acknowledge “a
small but assertive middle class and to respond
to academicians interested in ‘professionalis-
ing deputies’ in the National Assembly and in
reducing their number.

In addition to changes proposed by
former President Castro relating to terms and
jobs of certain officeholders, the National
Assembly, in its special session proposed that
the Constitution reflect the favourable results
of an experiment in Artemisa and Mayabeque
Provinces. In those provinces efficiency and
effectiveness increased markedly once two

persons, rather than one, were performing the
separate jobs of president of provincial and
municipal assemblies and president of admin-
istrative councils.

René Fidel Gonzalez is a Cuban univer-
sity professor and essayist. At stake, he writes,
is “continuity of the Revolution as a political
project ... This is something that is of con-
cern not only to the present leadership of the
Revolution ... but it also relates to a sense of
responsibility in terms of personal and col-
lective coherence that members of differ-
ent age groups and different generations are
experiencing.”

On May 28, Cuban president Miguel Diaz-
Canel spoke similarly but more concretely:
“We work to achieve constitutional norms that
reflect the durability of a sovereign, independ-
ent, socialist, democratic, prosperous, sustain-
able and also inclusive nation. It’s one where
institutions of the revolutionary state are being
strengthened and where Marti’s teaching still
prevails, the one declaring that the first law of
our republic will be cultivation by Cubans of
the full dignity of humankind.”
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