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Yet again Prime Minister Malcolm 
Turnbull has demonstrated that he is cap-
tive to the ultra-right forces of his own 
party. Bowing to the extremists in the 
Christian Right, the Turnbull government 
has announced the fi rst step in the destruc-
tion of the Family Court.

Consistent with other Coalition govern-
ment actions it is the most vulnerable – in this 
case children from broken homes and battered 
women – who will be the main victims of this 
reactionary move.

Last week, Attorney General Christian 
Porter announced that the Family Court would 
be merged with the Federal Circuit Court to 
form a new court known as the Federal Circuit 
Court and Family Court (FCCFC). The Family 
Court as it exists now with its highly trained 
and specialist judges, consultants and other 
staff would be mainstreamed.

Porter pointed to a huge backlog in cases 
in the Family Court as the reason why change 
is required. The backlog is not a result of the 
system itself but the failure of the government 
to adequately fund and staff it. The government 
has not replaced retiring judges.

The fi rst thing to be noted is that shifting 
the Family Court into the mainstream court 
system will not solve any problems. There are 
huge backlogs in all the courts, not just the 
Family Court, and the government has offered 
no guarantees of the necessary additional 
funding.

Chief Justice Diana Bryant, when head of 
the Family Court, repeatedly called on the fed-
eral government to boost funding to the courts 
to provide money for registrars and family con-
sultants to ease pressure on the system. In April 
2017, four Senators took up the call, passing a 
motion calling for action in the federal courts 
system.

Bryant, back in 2015, spoke out about 
family violence and called on the government 
to adequately fund the family courts which are 
at the frontline in dealing with parenting dis-
putes involving family violence.

Additional funding would ensure that 
families that are involved in family law dis-
putes, and have experienced family violence, 
can have their cases resolved in a timely, non-
adversarial way; that issues relating to the 
safety of children can be quickly identifi ed; 
and can ensure that there is adequate capac-
ity to hear and determine interim arrangements 
pending a fi nal hearing.

But the government has deliberately under-
mined the Family Court system.

If Porter’s plans are passed, there will no 
longer be a requirement for new judges to 
have any experience or training in family law, 
or understanding of children’s developmental 
and psychological needs.

It will only be a matter of time before the 
Family Court disappears completely.

Not surprisingly, there is strong opposition 
to the dismantling of the Family Court from the 
judiciary, lawyers, and others involved. They 
do not want a return to the horrendous pre-
Family Court days.

National spokeswoman for Women’s Legal 
Services Australia, Angela Lynch, described 
the decision as “appalling”. Lawyers and 
judges have come out strongly against the 
changes to the system.

Specialists in the fi eld of family law such 
as judges, lawyers, and those working with 
the victims of domestic violence were not 
consulted.

Women and children
The changes being proposed are a step 

backwards towards the old divorce laws where 
women and children often came second in a 
court’s considerations. They were based on an 
adversarial, at-fault system.

Furthermore, under the government’s 
plans, the judges would not necessarily have 
any expertise or experience in family law. 
As a consequence this could undermine the 

underlying principles of the Family Court 
system. The judges and magistrates will come 
from a system that is adversarial and punitive, 
based on wrong/right, guilty/not guilty.

Judges dealing with family legal cases 
will not necessarily have any training let alone 
experience in a child’s developmental needs or 
psychological and social issues – the human 
factor that is so important.

This can only result in damage to the chil-
dren affected. Women are less likely if a case 
goes to court to have the resources to be repre-
sented in court and so defend their interests and 
those of the family.

There is a huge difference in administering 
family law and criminal law.

At-fault divorce
Before the introduction of the Whitlam 

government’s Family Court Act in 1976, a 
divorce could be granted if one party could 
prove that the other was at fault in the break-
down of the marriage. “Matrimonial offences” 
such as adultery, cruelty or desertion had to be 
proven before divorce could be granted.

The alternative was to prove that you had 
been separated for seven years, and then go on 
the waiting list for your case to be heard.

The whole process was very public in 
nature – divorce proceedings were conducted 
in the Supreme Court with all the profoundly 
private and personal issues involved in com-
plex family matters being kicked around in a 
brutal blame-game.

The judge had incredible powers to refuse 
a divorce with anecdotal evidence of racism, 
sexism and personal religious beliefs held by 
the judge colouring his or her decisions.

The process could be extremely traumatis-
ing, for women in particular. The fi nancial cost 
of this fault-based court process was prohibi-
tive to many.

There were other barriers. For exam-
ple, a woman who left the family home and 
took the children to escape domestic violence 
ran the risk of losing her children unless she 
could prove in court that she deserted on such 
grounds her safety or her children’s.
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Corporate globalisation is a socio-economic offensive to im-
pose free trade deals and other corporate schemes on all national 
economies, forcing some to integrate into one imperialist cartel or 
another, while excluding others to the very margins of the global 
economy. It is an unprecedented attack on workers’ rights and 
living conditions through privatisation, the destruction of public 
programs and services, legislative attacks, and state repression.

At its spearhead is the military-strategic offensive of US im-
perialism and its allies to crush resistance and impose its global 
domination.

The process of globalisation itself intensifi es these tendencies 
of war and aggression. This comes precisely because of the fact 
that in its efforts towards the economic re-colonisation of the 
third world, globalisation has led to an intensifi cation of economic 
exploitation on a world scale.

Inherent in this is the sharp widening of inequalities, both 
between the developing countries and the developed countries and 
between the rich and poor in all countries, leading to large-scale 
depravation and want. The contradiction of the capitalist system 
seen in this large-scale impoverishment of a majority of the world’s 
people means the reduction of their capacity to be the consumers 
of the products that this globalised economy produces.

So, in Australia we have the Turnbull government cherry-
picking economic statistics and mouthing of “jobs and growth” 
while supporting the corporate push for cutting wages. including 
the minimum wage and the penalty rates of shift workers.

The US and its allies do not have the capacity to control the 
world: They can, however, destroy it.

The US doctrine of unending war also has its domestic ex-
pression – to take back every gain won by the working class and 
people over the past century. It entails a massive shift in wealth 
to the rich and a new concentration of monopoly power, including 
greater concentration of the corporate mass media.

Australian workers are feeling the effects of these processes, 
as are the workers of every other capitalist country. Although 
each country will have its specifi c experiences and situation, the 
underlying processes are common to us all.

The global fi nancial network is a constantly changing maze of 
currency transactions, global securities, euro-yen swaps and an 
ever-more innovative array of speculative devises for repackaging 
and reselling money.

This network is much closer to a chain of gambling casinos 
than to the dull, grey banks of the past. Twenty-four hours a 
day, trillions of dollars fl ow through the world’s foreign exchange 
markets. No more than ten percent of this staggering sum has 
anything to do with trade in goods and services.

A common development is the rise of working class and com-
munity movements against these policies and their effects. There 
are strikes and demonstrations against the attacks on trade union 
and workers’ rights, for wage increases, for shorter hours, for col-
lective bargaining rights, for health and safety on the job, against 
privatisation, against cuts in services, in defence of democratic 
rights, for women’s rights, for national independence and sover-
eignty, for preservation of the environment.

Of the utmost importance is the strengthening of cooperation 
and solidarity among people, workers, communist and progressive 
forces of the world.

In a world more and more divided by the social, economic, 
political and military barriers of corporate globalisation it is 
crucial to develop friendships and forge new alliances based on 
common cause, and relations of friendship and solidarity.
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On corporate globalisation

Turkey

“Empire of fear”
Jailed Turkish presidential 
candidate Selahattin Demirtas 
described himself as a “political 
hostage” during a special “one-
person rally” broadcast via a 
telephone call to his wife Basak 
last week.

The former People’s Democratic 
Party (HDP) leader’s voice was 
heard for the fi rst time during the 
presidential campaign as he used his 
family’s phone call to give an elec-
tion message to the country.

A video was produced by the 
HDP in which Mr Demirtas warned 
that Turkey “has been transformed 
into a semi-open prison” under 
authoritarian President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, whom he charged 
with creating an “empire of fear.”

Mr Demirtas has been held in 
Erdine prison since his arrest in 
November 2016 on trumped-up 
charges of terrorism. He faces a 
142-year jail term if convicted.

He accused government 

offi cials of running smear cam-
paigns against him through the 
media by making “all kinds of 
fabricated allegations,” adding 
that his situation was only one 
example of how Turkey’s people 
in general are becoming “victims 
of injustice.”

Nonetheless, he stressed that it 
was “not the time to be defeated or 
fearful” and that the situation was 
“not our inevitable fate.”

In what appeared to be a refer-
ence to Mr Erdogan’s attacks on 
Turkey’s Kurdish population and 
aggressive foreign policy, he said: 
“The country is being torn apart 
through polarisation and divisions 
from the inside [and] it has also 
been turned into an isolated and dis-
reputable state on the outside.”

But he promised: “Without 
demonising, marginalising or ham-
pering any citizen, we will become 
a unifi ed country” and “will not 
divide up people on basis of their 

political party, identity, sect or 
gender.”

Mr Demirtas said the state 
belonged to all and everyone should 
be treated equally as he promised 
the return of democracy and the rule 
of law to Turkey.

“I am here within four walls, 
but I know that thousands of 
Demirtas are out in fi elds, on farms, 
picking hazelnuts. Demirtas is in 
the mine, in the factory. He is in 
class, at university, on the ground. 
Demirtas is on construction sites, on 
strikes, in protests. 

“He is the sacked, he is the 
unemployed, the poor. He is the 
youth, the woman and the child. 
He is Turkish, Kurdish, Circassian, 
Pomak, Bosnian. He is Alevi, Sunni, 
but he is still hopeful and vigorous,” 
he said.

Presidential and parliamentary 
elections are due on June 24.
Morning Star 

Attack on Family Court

Women and children 
– last
Continued from page 1

No-fault system
The Family Law Act intro-

duced in 1976 is based on a “no-
fault” system, where an individual 
no longer has to prove their partner 
guilty of adultery, desertion, etc. The 
Family Court was established as a 
dedicated legal forum for resolution 
of family law matters.

The aim was to provide a less 
adversarial processes for the resolu-
tion of cases concerning family law. 
As Prime Minister Gough Whitlam 
said at the time, the at-fault process 
promoted indignity, bitterness and 
hostility.

It was structured to foster an 
informal, supportive atmosphere 
with proceedings based on the notion 
that family law matters should be 
perceived as matters of inter-per-
sonal relationships, rather than 
morality. Emphasis was on media-
tion and reconciliation where agree-
ment had not been reached.

Once the laws were enacted, a 
couple had only to show that their 
marriage had suffered an irretriev-
able breakdown – a separation of 
12 months – in order to be granted 
a divorce.

The parties could continue to 
reside at the same address but be 
defi ned as “separated”. The law abol-
ished the requirement that blame be 
assigned in order to dissolve the 
marriage.

Since 1976, the Family Court 
Act has undergone a number of 
amendments, increasing the empha-
sis on the importance of decisions 
in the best interests of the child and 
where possible ensuring that chil-
dren have the benefi t of both parents 

having a meaningful involvement in 
their lives. Specifi c mention of the 
need to ensure safety from family 
violence has also been introduced.

There was vocal opposition to 
this reform. Self-appointed moral 
guardians – sprouted in numbers in 
the Liberal-National Coalition par-
ties – argued that it would increase 
marriage breakdown and relationship 
instability and would encourage pro-
miscuity and destroy the institution 
of marriage.

Wither on the vine
Should the government succeed, 

the FCCFC would have two divi-
sions. The existing Family Court will 
become division two with existing 
judges transferring over. They would 
handle both family law and general 
federal law matters. As judges turn 
70 years of age they are required to 
retire.

Over time this will mean a 
decreasing number of specialist 
judges, each with a smaller pro-
portion of their time on family law 
matters.

Angela Lynch, national spokes-
woman for Women’s Legal Services 
Australia, warned that the overhaul 
would have signifi cant consequences 
for vulnerable women attempting 
to navigate the legal system. New 
appointees to the court will not be 
required to have any expertise or 
experience in family law, a highly 
complex fi eld in which a great deal 
of understanding of domestic vio-
lence and the needs of children is 
required.

Deal with Hanson?
Lynch also raised the concern 

that the government may have done a 

backroom deal with the racist, xeno-
phobic Pauline Hanson who has been 
persistently calling for the destruc-
tion of the Family Court since her 
fi rst speech in the Senate.

Following Porter’s announce-
ment, Hanson immediately took 
credit for the overhaul, saying she 
was “proud” of the role her party had 
played in prompting the shift.

Former federal Attorney General 
George Brandis commenced the 
process of dismantling the Family 
Court when he appointed John 
Pascoe, Chief Judge of the Federal 
Circuit Court, as head of the Family 
Court in October 2017, just 14 
months out from turning 70, the 
mandatory age for retirement.

Pascoe is there to do a hatchet 
job on the Family Court so that the 
changes can come into force at the 
beginning of 2019.

The government’s decision to 
dismantle the Family Court pre-
empts the fi ndings and recommen-
dations of an 18-month review of 
the Family Law Act being under-
taken by the Australian Law Reform 
Commission.

There is some room for improve-
ment in the system and this is what 
the government should be address-
ing, not throwing it out.

This is yet another move by the 
Coalition government to win over the 
extreme right, in particular the forces 
who might be attracted to Hanson’s 
One Nation party. The Family Court 
system must be defended and ade-
quately funded, resourced and 
staffed. 



Guardian June 13, 2018  3

Trade as Plunder

Definitely the quickest cover-to-cover 
read (no index) by me of a contemporary 
book about Marxism is Total propaganda: 
basic Marxist brainwashing for the angry 
and the young by Helen Razer (2017: Allen 
& Unwin). She appeals to millennials to 
read a bit of Marx and Marxist writers, 
including Lenin, with the view of them 
embracing unity in the face of social and 
political issues left as problems by previous 
generations – not least of all, of course, the 
environment, housing and the like. 

Razer is unforgiving about the shit capi-
talism has created and reminds a lot of smart 
academic Marxists that cultural studies was 
a useless diversion amongst other confusions 
and fi nger-pointing (from baby boomers and 
the like) that young people must unpack. And 
yes, identity politics is put into its hole and ide-
alism/ideology gets its just deserve. Historical 
materialism is clearly and succinctly explained 
with accessible examples for the contemporary 
reader. Alienation is simply described, along 
with the inherent contradictions of capitalism 
though she doesn’t really deal with the “state” 
– maybe a complexity, amongst other pressing 
questions, best left for another book.

Helen Razer clearly is proud to be known 
as a communist writer and more than ade-
quately applies her journalist skills to explain 
most things about capitalism and Marxism that 
I have been asked about by young (and old 
people) over my years as a student, a unionist, 
a worker (labourer, social welfare, administra-
tion and teacher) and parent.

Equally, having such a book when I was 
young would have assisted me in appreciating 
the political work/arguments that I encoun-
tered in my youthful inclination to join the 
CPA in the late 1970s. This is a book that can 
be shared, particularly with your children and 
friends, to help them understand how a Marxist 
sees and seeks to act in the world.

Whilst it is rightly made clear that genera-
tion X and baby-boomer Marxists indulged in 
the farce of cultural studies as their contribu-
tion to the development and perpetuating of 
Marxist thought, Razer does not make clear 
how new left-wing activists can avoid, other 
than liberalism, experimenting with (or getting 
caught up in) other such dead ends in pursuing 
the course to revolution. However, she is clear 
that a socialist/communist revolution is very 
much the desirable end game.

Istvan Meszaros and his book The necessity 
of social control (2015: Monthly Review 
Press), is presented as a simplifi ed read 
of an insightful and formative thinker/

philosopher recommended by the likes 
of Hugo Chávez, Michael Lebowitz and 
Bertell Ollman. It is a book I have been 
reading for the last three months or so – of 
course off-and-on with necessary periods 
of varying lengths of time for refl ection[s] 
resulting in other reading[s] being enjoyed 
and critically digested.

Istvan Meszaros does tend to have rather 
long, multi-subject qualifying sentences and 
there were paragraphs that despite re-reading 
remained un-clear to me. However, I think I 
am clear in my appreciation that he challenges 
us to understand that it is the “labour-capital” 
relationship which is destroying humanity and 
that the rule of capital, understood as a student 
of Marx, is an epoch approaching a very dan-
gerous/self-destructive end (for all of us).

Needless to say, Istvan says much more 
than this and his discussion of the nation-
state, amongst a lot of things, deserves debate. 
Along with his view that the Russian revolu-
tion whilst important in seizing the means of 
production didn’t overthrow the rule of capi-
tal in the labour-capital relationship and this is 
why the collapse of the USSR/or the return of 
capitalism was possible.

My favourite “line” from Meszaros is that 
“wealth is to create society rather than soci-
ety to create wealth”. And whilst the following 
quote has a sobering implication, and Istvan 
says we have a gigantic mountain to climb, not 
to struggle/organise is to surrender to a fi nal 
end – and not just darkness.

“Grow or perish” continues to be the order 
of the day, and the meaning of growth, in the 

spirit of the prevailing order, is fetishistically 
reduced – by violating the truth and absurdly 
imposing its destructive transfiguration as 
falsehood, not in the “world of beyond” but 
in the actual existing one, through the naked 
instrumentality of state-legitimated “arbitrary 
force” – to its fallaciously asserted identity 
with wasteful capital-expansion. (p.280)

How we can quietly keep alive the under-
standing and intellect of the many students of 
Marx, like Istvan and especially Australian 
writers like Helen Razer, deserves our imme-
diate attention. 

Australia
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Readers in Marxism
Book Reviews by Graham Drew
The need for a broad breadth of Marxist writers (and readers) in these times

Sydney

PROTEST
The exploitative Trans-Pacifi c Partnership trade deal is to be voted on by the Australian Senate in September. Show 
your opposition to this anti-democratic deal which would see governments dictated to by transnational corporations.

12:30 pm - 1:30 pm Friday, June 15
Farrar Place, Sydney



4  June 13, 2018 GuardianAustralia

Nappies, sanitary products and surgical 
masks are washing up on NSW beaches 
after a ship lost at least 86 shipping con-
tainers in rough seas off Newcastle.

A Liberian-registered ship bound for Port 
Botany, south of Sydney, lost the containers 
after being struck by high winds and a heavy 
swell en route from Taiwan. Another 30 con-
tainers were reported to be severely damaged.

The Australian Maritime Safety Authority 
(AMSA) has issued navigational warnings and 
asked other vessels to report if they see ship-
ping containers fl oating just below the surface 
of the South Pacifi c Ocean.

Shipping containers have already been 
reported to be drifting south of Port Stephens, 
just north of Newcastle, an AMSA spokesper-
son told The New Daily.

While the containers do not represent a 
threat to larger vessels, a collision with a thin-
hulled yacht can – and often has – lead to dis-
aster. A helicopter scoured the coastline for 
the 12-metre containers while nappies, surgi-
cal masks and plastic containers are among the 
fi rst debris to wash up on Jimmys Beach and 
Rocky Point.

“Likely many of the shipping containers 
have sunk, but some fl oat low in the water, 
with vessels able to see them and report them 
to the AMSA,” the spokesperson said.

The spokesperson said the containers went 
overboard at midnight on Thursday, but the 
operator did not report the incident to AMSA 
until 11 am on the Friday after.

AMSA sent an aircraft past the vessel on 
Friday to capture vision of the damage and pol-
lution offshore and planned to send inspectors 
on board once the ship berthed.

The ship, YM Efficiency is a Liberia-
registered ship. Operator Yang Ming Marine 
Transport Corporation Australia managing 
director Steven Ka told The New Daily all 

parties were working to get the vessel into Port 
Botany as soon as possible.

“As far as we have heard from the master 
of the vessel, some containers were falling 
overboard,” Mr Ka said.

Mr Ka said fortunately all of the crew on 
the YM Effi ciency were safe, nobody was hurt 
and there had been no signifi cant damage to 
the vessel.

“So she is still sailing on the way to Port 
Botany,” he said.

Mr Ka could not confirm the contents 
inside the shipping containers, but said they 
were “full” of “all kind” of items and “so 
far we know there are no dangerous cargoes 
involved”.

The Australian Associated Press reported 
the company was informing customers and dis-
cussing the next steps with its insurer.

At time of writing, it was thought that 
somewhere between four and 27 shipping con-
tainers are lost in oceans around the world each 
day, according to BBC nature documentary 
series, Blue Planet II.

UK newspaper The Telegraph reported 
shipping containers can take up to two months 
to sink, while refrigerated containers can be 
buoyed in the water for longer due to internal 
insulation.

Contents of shipping containers can pollute 
the ocean and waters with hazardous chemi-
cals or materials, but food, clothing and even 

toys have also been found on beaches around 
the world.

In 2006, thousands of bags of Doritos 
crisps washed up on the sands of the North 
Carolina Outer Banks and LEGO pieces 
continue to wash up on the Perran Sands in 
Cornwall in the United Kingdom after a con-
tainer ship full of toys was hit by a wave in 
1997.

In another incident, 29,000 plastic yellow 
ducks, known as the “Friendly Floatees”, red 
beavers, blue turtles and green fogs lost in the 
Pacifi c Ocean in 1992, were sited at beaches in 
the United States, South America, Europe and 
Australia. 

All at sea

Waste washed up on a beach around Port Stephens.

Taking issue – Eileen Whitehead

The Muck of Ages

Working poor

Soon, I expect, another fi asco in 
our so-called “democratic system” 
will take place to choose which of 
our two political parties we will 
elect to lead us by the nose. There 
is hardly any difference between 
Labor and the Liberals: both are 
controlled by the corporations 
and the banks. And we can see 
the moral abyss into which that 
has led us. The ACTU secretary, 
Sally McManus is telling us that 
it’s time to change the system, 
which Marx was also saying over 
100 years ago.

He realised then that it’s fi ne for 
philosophers to “interpret the world 

in various ways, the point is to 
change it.” We’re not doing a very 
good job, are we?

Marx also realised that the 
working class was being manipu-
lated and this manipulation contin-
ues to the present day. He referred 
to it as “the muck of ages” and it 
is plain to see this being used by 
the dominant “elite” today in the 
way they preach division (the fear 
of the “other”). How else would 
they be able to get away with the 
vile practice of imprisoning asylum 
seekers offshore in such dreadful 
conditions?

This breeds hatred and 

intolerance of people who are the 
same as us – downtrodden workers. 
This isn’t diffi cult, of course, as the 
majority of the working class has 
already been placed in the position 
– on the treadmill – of placing food 
on the table and a roof over their 
head, leaving little time for actu-
ally analysing their situation, whilst 
steeped in despair and self-loath-
ing. Is that too strong? How many 
“happy” workers do you speak to 
every day?

We’re experiencing a society 
replete with increasing alienation, 
cynicism and feeling of inade-
quacy as individuals. We’re seeing 

increasing unfairness and injustice 
in our society with instances daily 
of corporate greed on the one hand 
and homelessness on the other. 
What do our elected representatives 
do? We’ve forced them into a Royal 
Commission about the banks, when 
it’s been obvious for years of their 
malpractice, and union insurrec-
tion has fi nally forced an increase 
in wages.

What do we see actually hap-
pening to address the growing ine-
qualities in our society – an increase 
in armed police? Marx understood 
this situation as early as 1852 when 
he saw a ruling class state with the 

power of suppression. He realised 
that if the state machine remained 
whole there could never be a better 
society for all people.

Nowhere is this better epito-
mised than in the actions of the US, 
who have ruthlessly tried to crush 
any sign of communism anywhere 
in the world. At last there seems 
to be a sense of gathering outrage, 
which appears to be more of a 
whimper here in Australia.

There will be no change for the 
better if we keep supporting the cor-
porations by voting in this two party 
system. 

The United Voice union has joined 
the ACTU in welcoming the 
increase to the minimum wage. 
The power of unions played an 
important role in securing this 
wage rise.

However, the Fair Work 
Commission acknowledged that the 
raise will not lift all award-reliant 
employees out of poverty. Nor did 
the decision address the gross ineq-
uity of penalty rate cuts, which will 
see hospitality workers lose out on 
any gain.

The decision highlights the 
need for a bigger, systemic fi x for 
Australia’s low-paid workers.

In a statement the union points 
out that the answer is simple: allow-
ing workers to effectively bargain 
and restoring their voice in a system 

that has been stacked against them 
for years.

Overall the decision only demon-
strates the need for a stronger system 
for workers, where we can bargain 
across our industries for all workers 
and for more than the minimum that 
this decision provides.

The next penalty rate cut is to 
begin on July 1. The 3.5% rise is not 
a meaningful increment for workers 
facing an upcoming cut to their pen-
alty rates. The next 10% transition to 
Sunday penalty rates hits on exactly 
the same day this minimum wage 
rise begins.

Hospitality workers stand to 
lose $16 for a Sunday shift for the 
next 12 months (which will total $40 
from July 2019) – a signifi cant por-
tion of their award rise. The decision 

today did not acknowledge the pen-
alty rate cut with respect to the work-
ers it impacts. Workers cannot afford 
and do not deserve the July 1 penalty 
rate cut.

United Voice national secre-
tary Jo-Anne Schofield said: “It 
is of great concern that the award 
wage system that is supposed to be 
a ‘safety net’ is now the source of 
wages and conditions for nearly a 
quarter (23.9%) of the Australian 
workforce – an alarming rise from 
the 15% of workers covered by the 
minimum wage and awards in 2010.

“This, along with the continued 
collapse of the enterprise bargaining 
system, is clear evidence of the need 
for a stronger industry bargaining 
system for workers.” 

Perth

Havana night
Saturday July 28

Doors open 7:45pm

Hellenic Club of WA
75 Stirling Street Perth

Featuring Candela Band
Admission $20 (at the door)

Fundraiser for health projects in Cuba
For more information contact 

0419 812 872 or acfsperth@gmail.com
Organised by the Australia-Cuba Friendship Society – ACFS WA
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Sergio Alejandro Gómez

Every time the alarms sound announc-
ing another economic crisis, sales of Karl 
Marx’s books skyrocket. Few understood 
how capitalism works and its consequences 
for humanity like this 19th-century 
German thinker.

No matter how hard the hegemonic propa-
ganda machine has tried to refute his analysis 
and decree the death of the ideas to which he 
dedicated his life, Marxism resists the test of 
time and its validity – not only as a method to 
understand the world – but as a tool to trans-
form it, is proven.

Two centuries after his birth, Granma 
International shares ten of Marx’s predictions 
that set the pace of the 21st century.

The concentration and 
centralisation of capital

In his masterpiece Capital, Marx defi ned 
economic reproduction in capitalism and pre-
dicted the tendency to concentrate and central-
ise capital.

While the fi rst aspect refers to the accumu-
lation of surplus value – the value created over 
and above the labour power of workers (sur-
plus labour), appropriated by the capitalist as 
profi t – the second term consists of the increase 
in capital as a result of the combination of sev-
eral individual capitals, almost always as a 
result of bankruptcies or economic crises.

The implications of this analysis are dev-
astating for the defenders of the ability of the 
“blind hand of the market” to distribute wealth.

As Marx predicted, one of the character-
istics of capitalism in the 21st century is the 
growing gap between rich and poor. According 
to Oxfam’s latest report, 82 percent of the 
wealth generated worldwide in 2017 went into 
the pockets of the richest one percent of the 
global population, while 3.7 billion people, the 
poorest half of the world, saw no increase in 
their wealth.

The instability of 
capitalism and cyclical crisis

The German philosopher was one of the 
fi rst to understand that economic crises were 
not an error of the capitalist system, but one of 
its intrinsic characteristics.

Even today attempts are made to peddle a 
different idea.

However, from the Stock Market Crash of 
1929, to the crisis of 2007-2008, there is a clear 
course that follows the patterns as outlined by 
Marx. Hence, even Wall Street magnates end 
up turning to the pages of Capital to fi nd some 
answers.

Class struggle
Perhaps one of the most revolutionary 

Marxist ideas was the understanding that “The 
history of all hitherto existing society is the 
history of class struggles,” as we read in the 
Communist Manifesto written by Marx and 
Friedrich Engels in 1848.

That thesis threw liberal thought into crisis. 
For Marx, the capitalist state is one more tool 
of the hegemonic class to dominate the rest, 
while reproducing its values and its own class.

A century and a half later, social struggles 
are fought between the one percent that domi-
nates and the other 99 percent.

The industrial reserve army
The capitalist, according to Marx, needs to 

keep wages low in order to maximise profi t-
ability. This can be achieved as long as there is 
another worker waiting to take the place of one 
who refuses to accept the conditions. That’s 
who he called the “reserve industrial army.”

Although the social and trade union strug-
gles from the 19th century to the present day 
have changed elements of this situation, espe-
cially in developed nations, the quest for low 
wages continues to be a constant in the busi-
ness sector.

During the 20th century, large manufactur-
ing companies in Europe and the United States 
relocated to Asia in search of a skilled work-
force they could pay less.

Although recent governments point to a 
loss of jobs through this process, as the Donald 
Trump administration in the United States has, 
the fact is that these companies managed to 
maintain their high growth rates thanks to the 
exploitation of cheap labour.

Regarding wages, current studies show that 
workers’ purchasing power, in terms of what 
can be bought and not their nominal value, has 
been decreasing in western countries for nearly 
30 years.

And the gap is even greater between execu-
tives and low-level employees.

According to an article in The Economist, 
while in the last two decades workers’ pay in 
countries like the United States has stagnated, 
the salary of top executives has increased sig-
nifi cantly: they have gone from earning 40 
times the average pay to pocketing 110 times 
more. (www.economist.com/node/8554819)

The negative role of 
finance capital

While Marx details the mechanisms of 
exploitation inherent in the process of capi-
tal accumulation, he is especially critical of 
fi nancial capital, which does not have a direct 
material role in the economy, but is created in 

a “fi ctitious” way, such as a promissory note 
or a bond.

In his day, one couldn’t imagine the 
modern development of this sector of the econ-
omy, thanks to the use of computers to carry 
out fi nancial transactions at the speed of light.

Speculation and the elaboration of com-
plex fi nancial mechanisms – such as the so-
called “subprime,” which triggered the crisis of 
2007-2008 – are currently solid confi rmation of 
Marx’s concerns.

The creation of 
false needs

The 19th century had not yet seen the 
boom of commercial advertising on radio and 
television, much less modern mechanisms 
to personalise advertising messages on the 
Internet, but Marx already warned of the abil-
ity of the capitalist system to generate aliena-
tion and false needs among people.

“The extension of products and needs 
becomes a contriving and ever-calculating sub-
servience to inhuman, sophisticated, unnatu-
ral, and imaginary appetites,” he predicted over 
150 years ago.

In today’s world, cell phones become out-
dated in just a few months, and advertising is 
responsible for convincing users to buy the 
latest model. Meanwhile, household appliances 
are built with planned obsolescence to ensure 
they stop working after a few years, and thus 
create the need to replace them.

Globalisation
“The need of a constantly expanding 

market for its products chases the bourgeoisie 
over the whole surface of the globe. It must 
nestle everywhere, settle everywhere, estab-
lish connexions everywhere,” Marx and Engels 
wrote in the Communist Manifesto.

Their portrait of the globalisation of mar-
kets, accompanied by the imposition of a cul-
ture determined by consumption, could not be 
more accurate.

The prominence of 
monopolies

At the same time, this trend is accompa-
nied by the creation of transnational monopo-
lies. While classical liberal economic theory 
assumed that competition would maintain mul-
tiplicity of ownership, Marx went a step further 
and identifi ed the market’s tendency to amalga-
mate based on the law of the strongest.

Large media, telephone, and oil conglom-
erates are some of the current examples of the 
process described by Marx.

The suicidal tendencies of 
capitalism

“All that is solid melts into air,” is one of 
the most enlightened refl ections on capitalism 
in the Communist Manifesto.

Marx and Engels understood the creative 
and at the same time self-destructive nature of 
capitalism, in which the pursuit of productiv-
ity at any price imposes an inhuman rhythm 
of production and unsustainable consumption.

It is precisely this trend that currently has 
our planet on the edge of collapse.

The impact of human beings on the rise 
in global temperature is scientifi cally proven, 
although certain presidents, such as that of the 
United States, continue to deny it.

The revolutionary potential 
of the working class

Marx’s greatest impact on history was not 
his profound analysis of the contradictions of 
capitalism, but his call to build a new kind of 
society: based on communism.

His message that the proletariat has the 
potential to free itself from oppression and 
inequality forever changed the twentieth cen-
tury and inspired revolutions in Russia, China, 
Vietnam, and Cuba, among other countries. His 
call to working class unity remains fully valid 
in the 21st century. 

Australia

Marx at 200

Standing the test of time
Ten Marxist ideas that defi ne the 21st century

Illustration by Rafael Barboza.

Sydney

The people of Venezuela have spoken
Deepen the Bolivarian Revolution
A report back from CPA President Vinnie Molina, 

observer to the recent election of President Maduro

Guest Daniel Gasparri, 
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela Charge D’Affaires

6 pm Saturday June 16
MUA offi ces – 365 Sussex Street Sydney

Free event – light refreshments provided, donations welcome!
Further information – Bob Briton 0418 894 366 – info@cpa.org.au
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China is stepping up its involvement in 
Syria, not with its military, but with cash 
– and lots of it. For Beijing, war-torn Syria 
is a golden opportunity for reconstruction 
business. For Damascus, prosperity means 
peace.

China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi and his 
Syrian counterpart Walid Muallem have shown 
through their cordial discussions that Beijing 
and Damascus are on the same page when it 
comes to envisaging the rebuilding of Syria 
through partnership.

Chinese President Xi Jinping also recently 
backed the Russian-brokered peace talks held 
in Sochi and Astana. When Russian President 
Vladimir Putin called for an urgent shift to 
diplomatic efforts to stabilise Syria and the 
Middle East region, Beijing appears to have 
answered that call with ambitious reconstruc-
tion plans.

Firms from China are reportedly queuing 
up to win contracts for rebuilding entire towns 
and villages, roads, bridges, schools, hospitals, 
and communication networks devastated by 
nearly seven years of war.

The United Nations estimates that the war 
damage to Syria’s infrastructure amounts to 
be at least US$250 billion. China could be the 
ideal partner to rebuild the country. Russia and 
Iran certainly were crucial to President Assad’s 
forces winning the military war. But now it is 
China which is becoming crucial to winning 
the peace.

“Western powers are reluctant to help 
rebuild Syria after its civil war,” reported 
Bloomberg. “Because they think the wrong 
side won.”

It seems that the US and European Union 
are deliberately withholding money as a lever 
on pressuring “political transition” in Syria, 
which is a euphemism for regime change. The 
Western powers backed a seven-year insur-
gency to topple Assad, but they lost. Now, it 
seems, what these powers couldn’t achieve 
militarily, they are trying to do through fi nan-
cial coercion.

Of course, if international law was fairly 
applied, the US and its allies should be man-
dated to pay war damages given their respon-
sibility for unleashing much of the violence on 
Syria.

Unfortunately, that just and reasonable out-
come is unlikely, given the inveterate double 
standards of Western powers.

In any case, as Russian envoy to Syria, 
Alexander Lavrentiev, was quoted as saying, 
Western involvement in the country’s recon-
struction is not essential. Because there are 
alternative sources of capital investment, pri-
marily China.

Perfect fit
China’s involvement in Syria fits per-

fectly with its grand global vision of One 
Belt, One Road (OBOR) economic integra-
tion. Historically, Syria was a vital node in 
the centuries-old Silk Routes that fanned out 
from China across Asia to Europe and Africa. 
Today, Syria’s position as a strategic cross-
roads between Asia, Europe and Africa is no 
less important.

Beijing is keenly aware that its OBOR 
vision depends on political stability and secu-
rity in order to become established.

This week, China hosted the security 
council chiefs from the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation in Beijing. President Xi, as 
well as Russia’s top security offi cial Nikolai 
Patrushev, reportedly emphasised the impera-
tive need for cooperation and security to under-
pin progressive economic development in the 
Eurasian space and beyond.

That is why China is viewing Syria as an 
urgent priority. Without security and stability 
in the Levant, much of China’s global plans 
for reviving the Silk Roads are imperilled. No 
doubt, Russia is well aware of this essential 
part of the geopolitical jigsaw puzzle.

Last month, China’s special envoy to Syria, 
Xie Xiaoyan, told Russian media that the two 
countries were working closely on “promo-
tion of Syria’s political process and post-war 
recovery”. He said that collaboration between 
Moscow and Beijing on securing Syria’s future 
was part of the “sweeping strategic partner-
ship” that has consolidated in recent years 
under the leaderships of Putin and Xi.

Viable peace
One may surmise that Russia and China 

are working in tandem with regard to pursu-
ing peace in Syria, albeit in a quietly spoken 
way. Russia’s military power played an essen-
tial role in bringing the violence in Syria to an 

end. But now China is taking on the task of 
turning the diminished violence into a viable, 
lasting peace through reconstruction and eco-
nomic revival.

Both countries are not doing this solely out 
of altruism. China and Russia, as well as Iran, 
India and others, stand to make lucrative gains 
from rebuilding an entire country.

President Assad has openly stated that 
Western states and their regional allies like 
Turkey and Saudi Arabia will not be given 
any opportunities to profit from Syria’s 
future. Assad is looking eastwards for future 
prospects.

But, as noted above, it’s the bigger pic-
ture of Eurasian economic integration that 
provides even more of an incentive for China 
and Russia. Bringing peace to Syria is a cor-
nerstone in the global economic development 
plans that China and Russia have, in particular, 
been advocating, sweeping across continents 
from Vladivostok to Lisbon, down through the 
Middle East to Africa.

There are also specifi c security concerns 
for China and Russia in Syria from thousands 
of militants threatening to return to those 
countries. There is estimated to be some 5,000 
Uighur jihadists from China that have fought 

in Syria as part of the Western-backed regime-
change war.

If Syria’s security and peace is left in the 
lurch, the country could become a dangerous 
breeding ground for terrorism across the entire 
Eurasian region, again putting ambitious eco-
nomic plans in jeopardy.

Perhaps that is what Western imperial plan-
ners are counting on, by prolonging Syria’s 
confl ict and chaos partly for the objective of 
destabilising the Russian and Chinese vision 
of Eurasian integration.

Sovereign matter
As well as imposing sanctions on Syria and 

impeding investment for reconstruction, there 
are ominous signs that American, French and 
other NATO allies are trying to extend military 
pressure to carve up the country into occupied 
zones. There have been reports of increasing 
French troop numbers joining US forces in 
northern Syria.

The other thing in China’s favour is its 
long history of friendly relations with Syria. 
As with Russia during the Cold War decades, 
China maintained a close alliance with Assad’s 
father, Hafez, as part of an international social-
ist bloc. That relationship prevails today.

Enter the dragon
China’s crucial role in winning Syria peace

A Syrian man carries a baby after removing him from the rubble of a destroyed building following an air strike in Aleppo.

Bringing peace to Syria is a cornerstone in the global 
development plans that China and Russia have, in par
been advocating, sweeping across continents from Vla
to Lisbon, down through the Middle East to Africa.
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China, like Russia and Iran, has no truck 
with Western demands for “political transi-
tion” in Damascus. It’s a sovereign matter for 
the Syrian people to decide alone and without 
external interference. And most Syrians sup-
port President Assad.

Western machinations over Syria have 
been a failure. The illegal war that Washington, 
Britain, France and their regional partners 
prosecuted has been a miserable waste. Now 
those same villains are trying to delay Syria’s 
peace by using fi nancial weapons.

But if China steps in with its colossal eco-
nomic power, the attempted Western isolation 
of Syria will only turn out to be another huge 
loss. Ever the shrewd strategists, China can 
turn Western depredations into an immensely 
rewarding opportunity.

If Syria gets back on its feet with peace and 
stability, it will be China, Russia, Iran and the 
entire Eurasian region that are the big winners. 
Moreover, that strategic economic integration 
will also spell further demise for America’s 
global power.
RT – Russia Today 

Magazine

Ukraine has taken “fake news” to a new 
level. Nevertheless, it might end up being 
the best thing that ever happened to 
journalism on the Russia/Ukraine beat.

MOSCOW: So, Arkady Babchenko is alive. 
And that’s really good news. Especially for 
his wife and six children, who were also led 
to believe the Russian journalist had been 
brutally murdered in Kiev.

However, this sordid little episode badly 
exposes Russia conspiracy nutters and chancer 
hacks, who have been taken seriously for too 
long. And it also shows casual observers just 
how dreadful standards are of western report-
age from Kiev and Moscow.

Because it’s long been clear that most 
hacks focused on these parts believe Russia 
only lies and its opponents always tell the truth. 
And, in this regard, this “Lazarus” moment in 
Kiev may have mortally wounded the hive 
mind which seems to govern their coverage.

It’s a strange little community, that appears 
more interested in hanging out together and 
glorying in confi rmation bias than actually 
engaging with Russians and Ukrainians them-
selves. One programmed to frown on dissent 
or original thought, quietly enforcing a party 
line its members are afraid to violate for fear 
of extinguishing future employment prospects.

Well, they now have egg on their faces. 
Because blind trust in Kiev has governed 
most western coverage since the US-backed 
regime took power in 2014. And it has always 
contrasted with the outright hostility shown 
towards statements from Russia, or other states 
out of favour in Washington and London.

Alternative reality
Ukraine’s narrative in recent years has 

been that you cannot believe Moscow, whether 
it’s about the horrifi c MH17 disaster, Russia’s 
reintegration of Crimea, or alleged elec-
tion meddling abroad. But now Kiev has told 
us that a man they claimed was murdered is 
actually alive and his fake death was staged 
to entrap Russians. Except, of course, the 
alleged planned perpetrator they’ve arrested is 
Ukrainian.

Furthermore, the deception wasn’t lim-
ited to the police and the SBU (the succes-
sor to the KGB). Because, incredibly, even 
Ukraine’s prime minister Vladimir Groisman 
publicly accused the Kremlin of carrying out a 
targeted assassination of Babchenko, citing its 
“totalitarian machine.” And its Ambassador to 
Austria described the incident as a “cowardly” 
murder of “Putin’s opponent.”

Indeed, Kiev even went so far as to pub-
lish a photo of a “dead” Babchenko lying in a 
pool of “blood.” Which was beyond the call of 
duty, given how you don’t actually even need 
to fake a death for a sting operation: you could, 
for instance, just follow the would-be assassin 
and arrest him on his way to the scene of the 
putative crime.

And here the absolute ineptitude of Kiev 
beat hacks is also shown up: did it not occur 
to them to look for a source who had seen and 
identifi ed the body? As for Babchenko himself, 
his own role in the farce took journalistic ethics 
and torpedoed them. Because the main element 
in this gig is trust, and he will hardly be trading 
on his credibility going forward.

Opportunity knocks
Within hours of Ukraine’s false fl ag, the 

usual suspects were quick to push their agen-
das. Former Legatum Institute lobbyist Anton 
Shekhovtsov asked whether Western offi cials 
would travel to the World Cup to “shake the 
murderer’s hand coated with fresh blood.”

The murder of Putin critic Arkadiy 
Babchenko is a test for Western offi cials on the 
eve of the World Cup. Will they go to Russia 
to shake the murderer’s hand coated with fresh 
blood? He wants to humiliate them, he wants 
them to shake his bloody hand. That would be 
his victory.

Meanwhile, Joe Biden’s “Russian hand” 
Michael Carpenter also fl ung the brown stuff 
at the French President. But perhaps the worst 
take came from “Russia security expert” Mark 
Galeotti, a pundit on US state broadcaster RFE/
RL, who popped up in The Moscow Times to 
write about “Russia’s dark power” and how the 
Kremlin “has adopted a policy of blessing free-
lance murders carried out in its name.”

This was tabloid tosh of the lowest order: 
in fact, spookily so.

Another interesting part of the debacle is 
the contrast between Western media reaction 
to a faked murder of a Russian-exile hack and 
its lack of concern for other journalists who 
have been harassed, threatened, beaten and 
murdered in Ukraine while the Kiev authori-
ties got a free ride. For example, how often do 
you hear of Pavel Sheremet, Oles Buzina and 
Andrei Stenin?

As it happens, it also raises serious ques-
tions about why the mainstream press has taken 
at face value Kiev’s assurances regarding the 
Maidan shootings and the subsequent Odessa 
massacre in 2014. In a crazy 24 hours, we had 
Ukraine proclaim a Russian journalist mur-
dered, blaming the Kremlin, and then the fol-
lowing evening insist it was all a bit of a lark 
apparently inspired by Sherlock Holmes, and 
the man concerned is alive and well.

Media coverage of the idiocy begs one 
serious question: do facts matter, at this point, 
or can reporters, columnists and their out-
lets, just repeat what they believe to be true, 
because they have already decided that Russia 
is always the bad guy?

Or, are we fi nally going to admit there is a 
serious problem in coverage of Russia and its 
neighbours, and it’s time for a major clear-out 
of journalists and analysts who repeatedly get 
things wrong and expose themselves as com-
pletely out of their depth? If so, the Babchenko 
case could yet have a silver lining. But don’t 
hold your breath.
RT – Russia Today 

Death and 
resurrection in Kiev

economic 
rticular, 
adivostok 

Russian journalist said to be killed shows up at a news conference very much alive.

Do facts matter, at this point, or 
can reporters, columnists and their 

outlets, just repeat what they 
believe to be true, because they 

have already decided that Russia 
is always the bad guy?
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The United Nations has released 
a scathing report on poverty and 
inequality in the United States. 
The fi ndings, which will be pre-
sented to the UN Human Rights 
Council on June 21, follow an 
offi cial visit to the United States 
by Philip Alston, the UN special 
rapporteur on extreme poverty 
and human rights, to investigate 
whether economic insecurity in 
the country undermines human 
rights.

The conclusions are damning. 
“The United States already leads 
the developed world in income and 
wealth inequality, and it is now 
moving full steam ahead to make 
itself even more unequal,” the report 
concludes. “High child and youth 
poverty rates perpetuate the inter-
generational transmission of poverty 
very effectively, and ensure that the 
American dream is rapidly becoming 
the American illusion.”

The UN explicitly lays blame 
with the Trump administration for 
policies that actively increase pov-
erty and inequality in the country. 
“The US$1.5 trillion in tax cuts in 
December 2017 overwhelmingly 
benefited the wealthy and wors-
ened inequality. The consequences 
of neglecting poverty and promoting 
inequality are clear,” it concludes. 
“The policies pursued over the past 
year seem deliberately designed 
to remove basic protections from 

the poorest, punish those who are 
not in employment and make even 
basic health care into a privilege 
to be earned rather than a right of 
citizenship.”

In December, Alston visited 
seven locations throughout the coun-
try – ranging from Los Angeles’s 
Skid Row neighbourhood to rural 
Alabama, West Virginia, and Puerto 
Rico – to meet with people expe-
riencing deep poverty, along with 
experts and civil society groups.

In an interview with TalkPoverty 
ahead of the release, Alston 

characterised the United States as an 
outlier among the developed world.

“If you said to most Americans, 
‘Look at what country X does to its 
ethnic minority or to a particular 
religious minority’ ... your average 
American with any knowledge of 
that situation is going to shake her 
head and say, ‘This is a disgrace,’ ” 
Alston said. 

“But of course, there’s a direct 
parallel in the United States and it 
affects not just a small ethnic minor-
ity but a very large racial group of 
African Americans in particular, 

where they just come out worse on 
every possible indicator and poli-
cies are clearly designed to hit them 
harder.”

Alston described meeting 
“people who had lost all of their 
teeth because adult dental care is not 
covered by the vast majority of pro-
grams available to the very poor,” 
and people in Puerto Rico “living 
next to a mountain of completely 
unprotected coal ash, which rains 
down upon them bringing illness, 
disability, and death.” 

In Lowndes County, Alabama, 
the UN found cesspools of sewage 
that fl owed out of dysfunctional (or 
non-existent) septic systems, which 
has led to a resurgence in diseases 
that offi cials believed were eradi-
cated. A recent study found that 
more than one-third of people sur-
veyed in Alabama tested positive for 
hookworm – a parasite that thrives 
in areas of poor sanitation, which 
has not been well-documented in the 
United States since the 1950s.

The Human Rights Council 
oversees human rights protection 

around the world. Though the United 
States is an elected member of the 
council, it doesn’t have the friend-
liest relationship with the body. 
President George W Bush boy-
cotted the council at its founding in 
2006 (a decision the Obama admin-
istration later reversed), and UN 
Ambassador Nikki Haley has been a 
relentless critic of the council under 
Trump. Notably, the United States 
and Cuba are the only countries in 
North America not to offer standing 
invitations from the Human Rights 
Council.

As for the odds that the report 
will force the administration to 
change course, Alston was not hope-
ful. During the visit, “The US was 
visibly debating what to do with 
US$1.5 trillion [in tax cuts]. And its 
proposals in relation to those living 
in poverty was essentially to cut 
back on existing benefi ts in order 
to help fund the tax reforms. That 
made for a pretty dramatic contrast 
for the approach that I have found 
elsewhere.”
Information Clearing House 

Indictment of US poverty

International

Sticking with Iran
Pepe Escobar

India-US trade amounts to 
US$115 billion a year. In com-
parison, India-Iran trade is only 
US$13 billion a year. India may 
grow an impressive 7 percent in 
2018 and has reached a GDP of 
$2.6 trillion, according to the IMF, 
ahead of France, Italy, Brazil and 
Russia. To keep growing, India 
badly needs energy.

So for New Delhi, buying 
Iranian energy is a matter of 
national security. Couple it with the 
obsession in bypassing Pakistan, 
and it’s clear this is all about a com-
plex interconnection of geopolitics 
and geoeconomics.

The comprehensive India and 
Iran partnership revolves around 
energy, trade and investment con-
nectivity corridors, banking, insur-
ance, shipping and – crucially – the 
imminent possibility of doing eve-
rything using the rupee and the rial, 
bypassing the US dollar.

India-Iran already trade in euros 
– so that is step one in bypassing the 
long arm of the US Department of 
the Treasury. Both nations are still 
using SWIFT. Assuming the EU 
does not give in to the unilateral US 
violation of the Iranian nuclear deal, 
known as the JCPOA, India’s oil 
imports won’t be sanctioned.

If that’s the case, step two 
will be turbo-charging the already 
booming trade in rupees and rials to 
the energy front – facilitated by the 
fact Tehran has invested in upgrad-
ing and perfecting insurance for its 
fl eet of tankers.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s Hindu nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party’s (BJP) energy strat-
egy, unsurprisingly, needs to cover 
all fronts; solar, wind, oil and gas. 
Not only is Iran central to the strat-
egy; Central Asia also features 

heavily, with New Delhi eagerly 
expecting to import oil and gas from 
Turkmenistan, certainly transiting 
via Iran and Kazakhstan.

New Delhi, by all means, needs 
plenty of access to natural gas from 
South Pars, the largest gas fi elds on 
the planet; either via the still ongo-
ing Pipelineistan soap opera IPI (the 
Iran-Pakistan-India pipeline) or, 
more plausibly, an underwater pipe-
line from the Persian Gulf to the 
Indian Ocean.

Also not surprisingly, the Holy 
Grail for India is Iran-related: the so 
far US$500 million investment in 
Chabahar port in the Indian Ocean, 
as well as completing the Chabahar-
Zahedan railway. Chabahar is the 
starting point of the Indian ver-
sion of the New Silk Roads, linking 
India to Afghanistan and Central 
Asia, bypassing Pakistan.

For Indian trade, a straight 
sea lane to Iran and then overland 
to Central Asia, including direct 
access to the mineral wealth of 
Afghanistan, is absolutely invalu-
able. A trilateral memorandum of 
understanding signed two years ago 
committed $21 billion: $9 billion 
for the whole Chabahar project and 
the rest for developing Afghan iron 
ore.

If Iran, for Beijing, is a solid 
hub in the New Silk Roads, or Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI), and an 
essential plank in the Eurasia inte-
gration project, Tehran is simulta-
neously courted by New Delhi as a 
counterpunch to one of BRI’s stan-
dout projects, the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC).

So it’s no wonder that the 
External Affairs Ministry in New 
Delhi continuously raves about 
the India-Afghanistan-Iran con-
nectivity corridor, “from culture to 
commerce, from traditions to tech-
nology, from investments to IT, 

from services to strategy and from 
people to politics,” in the words of 
Swaraj.

Washington’s counterpunch so 
far has been to rename PACOM 
– the Pacifi c Command, which 
includes India, China, Mongolia, 
Southeast Asia, Australia, 
Antarctica, in fact, the entire 
Pacifi c Ocean – as the “Indo-
Pacifi c Command,” thus fl attering 
New Delhi. Most of all, the move 
aligns with the Indo-Pacifi c strategy 
deployed by the Quad – US, India, 
Japan, Australia – which is a barely 
disguised containment of the China 
follow-up mechanism to the Obama 
administration’s pivot to Asia.

It’s still unclear how the Trump 
administration might “punish” New 
Delhi for non-stop trading with 
Tehran. In the case of Russia – also 
under sanctions – pressure is relent-
less. India has been encouraged 
not to buy S-400 air defence sys-
tems from Russia. The excuse is not 
exactly subtle; that would “com-
plicate interoperability” with US 
forces and “limit ... the degree with 
which the United States will feel 
comfortable in bringing additional 
technology” into India, accord-
ing to US House Armed Services 
Committee. New Delhi will 
announce its decision in October.

The Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) summit in 
Qingdao, China, on June 9, was 
a privileged arena to discuss all 
these issues. Russia, China, India 
and Pakistan, as full members, 
were there, as well as Iran and 
Afghanistan as current observers 
and, inevitably, future members. It’s 
clear that fellow SCO/BRICS mem-
bers China, Russia and India will 
refuse to isolate Iran. And there’s 
nothing the Indo-Pacifi c Command 
can do about it.
Information Clearing House 
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William Whiteman

The so-called marea rosa, or 
“pink tide”, of allied leftist gov-
ernments which held sway across 
Latin America in previous years is 
being rolled back. Brazil’s Dilma 
Rousseff was removed from power 
in a right-wing coup, co-conspira-
tors of which have now managed 
to imprison the current presiden-
tial frontrunner, Luiz Inacio Lula 
da Silva. Ecuador’s Lenin Moreno 
has stabbed his former leader 
Rafael Correa in the back by bar-
ring him from seeking re-election, 
while seemingly purging his 
cabinet of remaining Correa loy-
alists and beginning the process 
of allowing the US military back 
into the country. Alongside other 
democratic and not-so-democratic 
removals of leftist governments 
from power, NATO has nabbed 
itself a foothold in the region, 
now that Colombia has joined the 
obsolete yet aggressively expand-
ing Cold War alliance (see story 
page 12), in a thinly veiled threat 
to neighbouring Venezuela.

And now it’s Nicaragua’s turn 
under the boot. Again.

Over 100 people have been killed 
since unrest broke out in mid-April. 
Student demonstrations began in the 
capital Managua as a reaction to the 
country’s failure to handle forest fi res 
in one of the most protected areas of 
the Indio Maiz Biological Reserve. 
The situation was then exacerbated 
when, two days later, the ruling 
Sandinista National Liberation Front 
announced it was slashing pensions 
and social security payments, spark-
ing further anti-government protests. 
Targeted opposition violence along 
with police repressions have led to a 
mounting body count on both sides. 
Violence persists in the country, 
despite the fact that President Ortega 
has now ditched the proposed wel-
fare reforms and has been engaging 
in talks with the opposition.

The government has adamantly 
denied it was responsible for snipers 
killing at least 15 people at a recent 
demonstration. And, while we may 
never know what really happened, 
it’s fair to say an embattled national 
leadership in the midst of peace talks 
has little to gain from people being 
gunned down in front of the world’s 
media at an opposition march on 
Mother’s Day. All I’ll say on the 
matter is it’s not like we didn’t have 
mysterious sharpshooters picking 
off protesters during US-supported 
coups in Venezuela and Ukraine.

With his approval ratings 
recently reaching as high as 80 per-
cent during the 2017 presidential 

campaign, Nicaragua’s President 
Daniel Ortega is far from a dictator. 
As a Guerrilla leader, Ortega’s left-
ist Frente Sandinista de Liberación 
Nacional (FSLN) overthrew 
Anastasio Somoza Debayle’s brutal 
regime in 1979, thereby ending the 
Somoza family dynasty which had 
ruled Nicaragua since the mid-1930s. 
The US responded by arming, fund-
ing and training right-wing death 
squads, in an insurgency that would 
ultimately cost the lives of more than 
60,000 people over the course of a 
decade. While all this was going on, 
Ortega called a free and open pres-
idential election in 1984 and won 
with 67 percent of the vote. Under 
Ortega’s Sandinistas, Nicaragua 
went through a hugely successful 
literacy campaign and land reform 
process.

Ortega was then defeated in 
the 1990 presidential elections and 
remained an opposition fi gure until 
2007, when he was re-elected. He 
has been back at the helm of the 
country now for over 10 years. 
Despite his Marxist past, Ortega’s 
embracing of populist politics has 
seen him pander to conservative reli-
gious attitudes. In a country whose 
national identity has been so shaped 
in recent history by iconic revolu-
tionary movements, Ortega’s moves 
to appease the right have alienated 
some on the left, most noticeably 
among the nation’s younger cadres.

It is unsurprising then that the 
US is apparently capitalising on 
growing discontent, stoking dis-
sent among the youth in a deliberate 
attempt to destabilise the Sandinista 
government. Infamously nefarious 
US soft power organisations such 
as the National Endowment for 
Democracy, also known as the CIA’s 
“legal window”, have set up exten-
sive networks in Nicaragua.

Among the leading Nicaraguan 
student activists currently tour-
ing Europe to garner support for 
the anti-government movement 
is Jessica Cisneros. Cisneros is a 
member of the Movimiento Civico 
de Juventudes, which is funded 
by Madeline Albright’s National 
Democratic Institute (NDI). You 
remember Albright, right? She’s 
the former US Secretary of State 
that said that 500,000 Iraqi Children 
dying as a result of US sanctions 
against Saddam Hussein was “worth 
it”.

According to the NDI’s web-
site, the organisation “has part-
nered with Nicaraguan universities 
and civic organisations to conduct a 
youth leadership program, which has 
helped to prepare over 2,000 current 
and future young leaders from across 

the country” in order to improve the 
“country’s democratic development”.

Joining Cisneros on tour in 
Europe is Yerling Aguilera. At the 
time of writing this article Aguilera’s 
LinkedIn profi le has her listed as a 
former employee and consultant for 
Instituto de Estudios Estratégicos 
y Políticas Públicas (IEEPP) in 
Nicaragua. IEEPP has received 
extensive funding from the National 
Endowment for Democracy.

If the idea of Washington sup-
porting progressive anti-government 
forces in Latin America confuses 
you, then you’re failing to grasp the 
nature of US interference. During 
the Cold War, for example, the US 
supported both the Mujahideen 
in Afghanistan as well as eastern 
European trade unionists against the 
Soviet Union. Indeed, throughout 
the Syrian confl ict, Washington has 
been arming leftist groups alongside 
jihadist organisations. It goes with-
out saying that, despite US politi-
cians getting all dewy-eyed over 
“freedom fighters,” the likes of 
Jihadists or even trade unionists are 
not welcome in US society. Certainly 
not if they receive foreign funding to 
carry out anti-government activities.

It’s all well and good saying 
things like ‘let Nicaraguans decide 
their future for themselves with-
out foreign interference’, but criti-
cism of Nicaragua’s young activists, 

based purely on the grounds of 
their acceptance of foreign backing, 
misses the point. Doing so ignores 
the historic fact that the Sandinistas 
also received extensive foreign sup-
port from the Cuban intelligence 
service (DGI) during the revolution. 
The difference between the two, 
however, are the stringent finan-
cial and economic conditions that 
go hand-in-hand with US support. 
When it comes to Washington back-
ing your fi ght, there’s no such thing 
as a free ride.

Ortega’s government is far from 
perfect, but Nicaragua’s progressive 
opposition must be made to recog-
nise the dangerous path down which 
they are leading their country. Yes, 
on the surface the organisations 
funding them may well have liberal-
sounding mission statements that 
stress the need to “increase wom-
en’s political participation and ini-
tiatives to decrease discrimination 
against LGBTI people”, but they 
should know the destructive role 
that Washington non-profi t founda-
tions such as the NED or NDI have 
played around the world. They lit-
erally share the same agenda as the 
CIA.

Nicaraguans struggled against 
Washington’s subjugation of the 
country for most of the 20th century. 
Revolutionary Augusto C Sandino, 
whose name Ortega’s Sandinistas 

incorporated, led an iconic guerrilla 
war against US military occupation 
of the country between 1927-1933. 
He was eventually assassinated 
by the forces of General Anastasio 
Somoza Garcia (Anastasio Somoza 
Debayle’s grandfather), who went 
on to seize power two years later 
in a military coup. It was through 
Somoza that Washington fi rst per-
fected its soft power form of impe-
rialism, breaking with the European 
military occupation model. Somoza, 
armed and funded by Washington, 
crushed all opposition while making 
himself and his cohorts fantasti-
cally rich on the condition that he 
kept the country open to any and all 
US fi nancial interests. Washington 
began to replicate this model all 
over Latin America, modernising 
its tactics from the ’80s onwards, all 
towards fostering corrupt neo-liberal 
governments.

With the David and Goliath-
style struggle for freedom and dig-
nity their nation has waged over 
the years, the tens of thousands of 
Nicaraguans turning out into the 
streets for pro-government rallies 
undoubtedly want to preserve the 
security and relative prosperity they 
have known in recent years. Handing 
the keys of their country back over 
to Washington negates both of those 
things.
RT – Russia Today 
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US fi ngerprints all over 
Nicaragua unrest

Under Ortega’s Sandinistas, Nicaragua went through a hugely successful literacy campaign and land reform process.
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Boat to Gaza 2018
At its most recent meeting, the National Executive 
Board of the Canadian Union of Postal Workers 
adopted a resolution in support of Brother Ron 
Rousseau’s participation in the Canadian Boat to 
Gaza.

As we know, Israel has maintained an illegal, inhu-
mane and destructive blockade on Gaza for over ten years.

The United Nations has said that Gaza will become 
uninhabitable by 2020 because of the blockade.

For seven years, the fl otilla for peace has been work-
ing to raise awareness around the world and impress on 
the international community the need to end the blockade.

This year, once again, boats will set sail for Gaza 
under the theme “Right to a Just Future for Palestine.” 
Throughout their journey, beginning in Bergen, Norway, 
and ending in the Mediterranean, the fl otilla will make 
many stops to discuss the situation in Gaza.

Brother Ron Rousseau, President of the Whitehorse 
Local and Canadian Labour Congress Vice-President for 
Indigenous people, will join the fl otilla from June 1 -21, 
from Amsterdam to Lisbon. Ron will take this opportunity 
to speak about the experience of the Indigenous people in 
Canada and its similarities to the plight of the Palestinians 
of Gaza, including alarmingly limited access to water, 

education, and health services, and the right to a just future 
for their territory.

To be able to continue its work, the fl otilla needs the 
active support of all individuals who support the goal of 
ending the blockade on Gaza.

The Palestinian people need us: Act now!
Dave Bleakney

2nd national vice-president
Canadian Union of Postal Workers

A piece of cake
The US Supreme Court decision upholding a baker’s 
refusal to decorate a wedding cake for a same-sex 
couple has little bearing on the Australian religious 
freedom debate.

The US decision was based on the narrow ground that 
the Colorado tribunal that originally found the baker had 
discriminated was biased against him.

The Supreme Court failed to address the key question 
of whether religious freedom should trump the principle of 
anti-discrimination.

Indeed, the Supreme Court made strong statements in 
favour of LGBTI equality and dignity.

There is nothing in this decision which should bring 
joy to that tiny minority of Australians who want the right 
to treat LGBTI people differently.

Malcolm Turnbull’s offi ce is sitting on a report about 
religious freedom from a panel chaired by Philip Ruddock.

Mr Croome called on the Prime Minister to release 
the report.

The Ruddock report has a direct bearing on the lives 
and rights of LGBTI Australians and we should be able to 
see what has been recommended.

A recent YouGov/Galaxy poll found an overwhelm-
ing majority of Australians oppose discrimination against 
LGBTI people in the name of religion.

Rodney Croome
Just.equal spokesperson

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

When one of the cousins in her family committed 
suicide, as the oldest of her generation, Larrakia 
woman Jada Alberts felt a sense of responsibility. 
She wanted to help her family by fi nding a way to 
talk about what had happened and allow everyone 
to deal with the trauma and help each other.

Ms Alberts, a writer, director and actor, used the 
power of words to create the play Brothers Wreck about 
Ruben, a young man who discovers the body of his 
cousin and struggles to deal with it and talk about his 
grief. Now in its second run, the award winning play will 
be performed on the stage in Melbourne and Adelaide 
during June and July.

“Within our family, there’s been a lot of mental 
health issues – I suffered depression myself,” Ms Alberts 
said. “It’s not the fi rst time there’s been a suicide in my 
family and I remember when I was 14 a friend told me 
she told me she was going to do it – and then she was 
gone.

“No-one wanted to talk to me about it, even though 
we all knew she was suffering from a trauma that kept 
her depressed.”

It can be confronting when writing about an issue 
like suicide, but Ms Alberts said she doesn’t get scared 
easily and leans “into emotional situations rather than 
lean out”.

“The world around teaches us to shut down and man 
up – you’ll be right,” she said. “Our society has this thing 
about not talking about it – it’s a particularly Western 
way of dealing with things.

“Naturally, I’m interested in dark material and how 
much it can teach us. I really wanted to know what my 
cousins went through that morning when they found their 
loved one. I wanted other people to know as well – to 
look and not pretend.”

Now in rehearsals for the play, Ms Alberts said it was 
diffi cult to ask actors to put themselves in the head space 
needed to act out the story.

“But this is a hopeful story, so we start somewhere 
dark and move through that as a group and fi nd a way to 
talk about trauma in a helpful, productive way for each 
other,” she said.

Brothers Wreck was fi rst performed in 2014 and nom-
inated for numerous awards.

For its upcoming second season, Ms Alberts said they 
are changing it and stretching out the internal world and 
psychology of the characters.

“We’ve had positive feedback from school students 

who were asked about the show and its impact,” she 
said. “They got so much from the show, like remem-
bering the people in our lives we take for granted 
sometimes and we shut down to self-preserve, but it’s 
those people who can help us to get through things.”

Ms Alberts said she’s always been interested in thea-
tre and acting and originally studied performing arts at 
her artist mother’s suggestion – and fell in love with it.

She crossed over into television in the series 
Cleverman, scoring an acting role as Nerida – wife of 
bad guy Waruu. She then became the associate script 
producer on the show’s second series and co-wrote two 
episodes.

“It’s one of the greatest experiences I’ve had,” Ms 
Alberts said. “I’ve continued to write for TV and I’m 
working on a new play for the theatre.”

Ms Alberts said telling stories is her great passion 
and, while in her early days as an actor, she was “always 
typecast in an Indigenous role”, she now enjoys being 
able to control how stories are told.

“Indigenous writers and directors have more opportu-
nities to saturate that space now and say, ‘Hey, our lives 
are not dissimilar to yours – even though we all come 
from different places.’

“For young blackfellas watching, it’s important to 
see themselves on screen. It’s a form of trauma to not see 
yourself refl ected in the world around you. Being invis-
ible is something blackfellas had to put up with for so 
long and it’s starting to change.

“The work I do is about telling black stories and 
diversifying the stories we do tell – and letting black 
bodies fi ll that space and take it back into our power.”
Brothers Wreck will be performed at Malthouse Theatre 
in Melbourne from June 8-23 and in Adelaide from 
June 27-July 14.
For more information, visit 
malthousetheatre.com.au

Readers seeking support and information about 
suicide prevention can contact:
Lifeline 13 11 14 
Suicide Call Back Service 1300 659 467 
Kids Helpline (aged 5-25) 1800 55 1800 78 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander support services 
can be found at: naccho.org.au sewbmh.org.au or 
healthinfonet.ecu.edu.au
Koori Mail 

Suicide a revealing theme 
for playwright

Culture
&Lifeby

Liina Flynn

Playwright and actor, Jada Alberts.

“It’s a form of trauma to 
not see yourself reflected 
in the world around you.”
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George A Romero’s 1968 movie 
Night of the Living Dead was 
seen as one of the fi rst subversive 
horror fi lms. It used supernatural 
terror and monsters to challenge 
the status quo of not only the 
genre, but the wider society by 
bringing focus a range of socio-
political themes. Night had strong 
central female leads, an African-
American protagonist, and 
explored issues such as racism, 
sexism, and disillusionment with 
government. It was a zombie fea-
ture that, in many ways, showed 
the real monsters of society did 
not necessarily have to be the 
undead.

Since its creation, many zombie 
fi lms have been made, so many that 
it would be easy to deem this sub-
genre of horror as overdone. Not to 
mention that many of the zombie 
movies that followed (aside from 
Romero’s own sequels) often lacked 
the depth and subversion that made 
his original so unique. The new 
Netfl ix original movie Cargo is one 
such fi lm that attempts to follow in 
Romero’s legacy of depth within the 
sub-genre, as it offers subtle com-
mentary on oppression, race rela-
tions, and environmental struggles 
set against a zombie apocalyptic 
backdrop.

The Australian post-apocalyptic 
thriller fi lm is directed by Yolanda 
Ramke and tells the story of a man 
named Andy (Martin Freeman) who 
is attempting to fi nd a safe place to 
leave his daughter before he dies. 
Andy lives in a world where a virus 
has overtaken mankind; those that 
are infected turn into the undead 
within 48 hours and then attack, eat, 
and kill the living. Andy was surviv-
ing with his baby daughter, Rose, 
and his wife, attempting to fi nd a safe 
place in Australia to settle, but trag-
edy strikes as Andy’s wife is infected 
and then turns on and infects Andy 
as well. Now, Andy, the protago-
nist, is on a race against time to fi nd 
someone to give his child to before 
he becomes a zombie. Hence, the 
“cargo” referenced by the title is his 
daughter. Along the way, he meets a 
young Aboriginal girl named Thoomi 
(Simone Landers), who is attempting 
to survive the zombie threat as well.

The fi lm’s main plot is simple 

enough, and it gives a sense of 
urgency. The writers give Andy 
space to come across a cast of char-
acters along his journey to get his 
child to safety, each one serving 
as some form of symbolism in the 
movie. The physical setting of the 
fi lm is a nice change from the usual 
post-apocalyptic themed movies. 
You won’t fi nd the typical crum-
bled buildings and grey skies here. 
With the wide shots of the beauti-
ful Australian outback, viewers can 
get caught up in the pretty scenery 
– that is, if there wasn’t a decaying 
body trudging along in various shots. 
The characters that Andy encounters 
are well-played, as each one has a 
unique story and motivation in this 
new world, whether good or bad, 
and the actors play this believably. 
Most of all, without being too overt, 
the fi lm interweaves the plight and 
struggles of the Aboriginal people of 
Australia into the narrative in a way 
that serves as a great moment of rep-
resentation and diversity.

There’s a sense of realism in the 
fi lm that can be lacking in movies 
with supernatural plotlines. It is 
shown in two ways: First, in the 
zombie virus outbreak itself, and sec-
ondly, through some of the hardships 
the Aboriginal characters face.

The way that people show signs 
of infection and eventual transfor-
mation into the undead is displayed 
more along the lines of a serious 
illness, such as cancer, seizures, 
dementia, and the like. The fi lm takes 
the time with certain characters, such 
as Andy, to show these uncomforta-
ble moments of sickness that at times 
resonate more than the occasional 
already dead zombie we see jump-
ing out from the bushes. The govern-
ment’s response, or lack thereof, to 
the zombie virus outbreak plays into 
this realism as well. Citizens have 
been given cute and compact infec-
tion kits that include polite-looking 
needles to stab yourself in the head 
with before the virus takes full effect. 
Perhaps an outbreak of the undead in 
our own reality is unlikely, but there 
have been past tales in actual history 
of other viruses and tragedies plagu-
ing people where government was 
ineffective or failed completely in 
responding to the problem.

The Aboriginal characters, even 

in the zombie apocalypse, deal with 
discrimination, exploitation, and a 
pillaging of the land they’re native 
to. The fi lm touches on the question 
of fracking and the “sickness” of the 
land. Some of the Aboriginal char-
acters are targeted by white charac-
ters to be bait for the zombies, still 
treated as second class citizens, thus 
showing that some of the real fear 
shouldn’t be of the undead, but of 
the humans left behind.

The Indigenous population of 
Australia, subject to forced assimi-
lation since the 1880s, have long 
dealt with exposure to real diseases 
that diminished their population, as 
well as economic marginalisation 
and racism. They helped to lead a 
civil rights movement in Australia 
in the 1970s, which saw the rise of 
demands for land, property rights, 
and equality. 

In the 1990s, they gained more 
rights along with an increase in 
wages, as many Aboriginal people 
found themselves getting paid far 
less than their white counterparts for 
the same labour.

Yet, there is still a fight for 
Aboriginal rights, as the history of 
racism and discrimination continues 
to hang over the people there today. 
Cargo shows the viewers moments 
of this, while also showcasing the 

sense of strength and perseverance 
of the Aboriginal people. It’s as 
though one of the fi lm’s messages is 
that these people have already sur-
vived the dangers of insidious sys-
temic racism and discrimination, so 
it should be no surprise that they are 
up for taking on the overt dangers of 
zombie, too.

With all these moments of depth 
and subtle messaging, Cargo does 
offer some scares here and there. The 
movie doesn’t rely on jump horror, 
but rather uses the horror backdrop 
to tell a different kind of story. This 
aspect may leave some viewers 
thinking the fi lm moves too slowly, 
or that it isn’t really as scary as it 

could be. This lack of all-out terror 
doesn’t take away from the fact that 
Cargo is a well-structured movie 
with heavy resonating emotional 
moments throughout.

Viewers may not walk away 
from the fi lm being afraid to turn 
off the lights, but instead might fi nd 
themselves wanting to hug a loved 
one or contemplating the role of gov-
ernment in moments of tragedy. This 
doesn’t make it a bad horror fi lm, but 
rather a different one – and differ-
ent, in a sea of similar and repetitve 
zombie creature features being 
turned out constantly, is a welcome 
change.
People’s World 
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It was no surprise. Already Colombia had 
sent personnel to military training schools 
in Germany and Rome and troops to the 
Horn of Africa to fi ght Somali pirates, all 
under the auspices of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation. Already, in 2013, 
Colombia and NATO had agreed to cooper-
ate in intelligence-sharing, military-train-
ing exercises, and so-called humanitarian 
interventions. And in May 2017, Colombia 
and NATO agreed that the former would 
become a NATO “global partner.”

On May 25, 2018, Colombian President 
Juan Manuel Santos made an announcement 
to that effect. He mentioned too that Colombia 
was joining the Organisation for Cooperation 
and Economic Development, “an international 
club of creditors of deeply indebted poor coun-
tries,” according to one observer. Within a few 
days, Santos was conferring in Brussels with 
NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg.

Colombia thus becomes NATO’s first 
global partner in Latin America. Those in other 
regions include Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan, 
New Zealand, Japan, Mongolia, and South 
Korea. But planning for Colombia’s associa-
tion with NATO apparently preceded that for 
the seven other nations. As a global partner, 
Colombia isn’t bound by Article 5 of NATO’s 
founding treaty of 1949 which declares that an 
attack on one member state is an attack on all 
of them, something applying to the 29 fully-
fl edged members.

The job description of a global partner, 
according to the NATO website, is to “develop 
cooperation with NATO in areas of mutual 
interest, including emerging security chal-
lenges, and some [partners] contribute actively 
to NATO operations either militarily or in some 
other way.” Thus an “intimate bond between 
the country and the structure of NATO” 
involves “close collaboration in most military 
areas.”

Colombia boasts two qualifi cations for 
associating with NATO. One, it’s a regional 
military power. Representative numbers tell 
that story: Colombia’s military force includes 
550,550 troops (369,100 active duty), 273 hel-
icopters, 1,345 armed fi ghting vehicles, and 
US$8.976 billion in budgeted military spend-
ing for 2017. Only Brazil, at US$25.75 bil-
lion, exceeds Colombia in this regard in Latin 
America. The Colombian government spends 
13.1 percent of its total outlay on military 
spending, which accounts for 3.4 percent of 
Colombia’s GDP, the highest such rate in South 
America, says a source citing a percentage of 
3.1.

Secondly, Colombia’s relations with a 
powerful sponsor are tight. The bond between 
the United States and Colombia has persisted 
since 1948 when Bogotá hosted the conference 
at which the Organisation of American States 
took shape, since 1951 when the “Colombian 
Battalion” joined US troops in the Korean 
war (alone among Latin American soldiers), 
since 1962 when US military advisors in effect 
turned Colombia’s counter-insurgency effort 
over to paramilitaries thereby sowing seeds 

of murder and chaos, since the 1980s when 
common purpose in dealing with illicit drugs 
fi rst emerged, since 2000 when billions of dol-
lars in military aid started to fl ow under Plan 
Colombia, and since 2009 when arrangements 
for seven US bases in Colombia were fi nalised.

Colombia enters a NATO where its US 
patron has exerted leadership at the highest 
level. Partnership between the United States 
and Colombia, resting on shared commercial 
and economic interests of the dominant social 
classes of both countries, now plays out within 
a militarised, multinational entity that protects 
such interests.

A dreadful duo thus has the back of 
Colombia’s oligarchy. The prospect is good 
that new grief will be falling upon the under-
class not only in Colombia, but also in the 
region and farther afi eld.

Criticism centres on facades obscuring 
possible NATO and US militarised interven-
tions in Colombia and Latin America generally. 
These include operations like humanitarian 
assistance, fi ghting illicit drugs, and counter-
ing alleged terrorism. Intelligence sharing and 
standardisation of military equipment can be 
expected.

There is speculation that a NATO-US 
alliance may lead to new impediments to 
struggles in Colombia for justice and peace. 
It will “fence in possibilities for social 

transformation,” says one analyst. With NATO 
on the scene, the government’s zeal for imple-
menting the recent peace agreement with the 
FARC, enfeebled already, may weaken even 
more. And Colombia’s army and paramilitary 
forces may soon be acting “like a praetorian, 
imperial guard in the region controlling all the 
narco-traffi cking in the region.”

There is worry too that with NATO’s intru-
sion in Latin American affairs, recent advances 
toward regional unity may be doomed. The 
presence of NATO, real or imagined, may 
cancel out or damage regional alliances that 
deal with social programs, or promote mutually 
benefi cial trade arrangements, or foster mili-
tary and diplomatic cooperation. The prototype 
of the latter has been the Latin America and 
Caribbean Economic Community (CELAC), 
with its mission of ameliorating confl ict among 
member states. In retrospect, CELAC’s decla-
ration of January 2014 in favour of a “Zone of 
Peace” looks now like wishful thinking.

President Santos has come under serious 
criticism, for example, that “he brings to a 
peaceful and denuclearised region like Latin 
America and the Caribbean a weapon [capa-
ble] of mass destruction of peoples and states 
like NATO.” And according to Venezuela’s for-
eign ministry, Colombian authorities now “lend 
themselves to introduce, in Latin America and 
the Caribbean, a foreign military alliance with 

nuclear capacity, which in every way consti-
tutes a serious threat for peace and regional 
stability.” That has meaning, says another 
observer, especially “along the borders of pro-
gressive states like Venezuela and Ecuador.”

Lastly, claims are heard that Colombia’s 
now close association with NATO repre-
sents a fundamental shift in US strategies 
for global control. Formerly, and especially 
during the Cold War, NATO leaders targeted 
Soviet Russia ostensibly because of its com-
munist government. For reasons that are less 
clear, but having to do generally with con-
trol, NATO undertook to encircle post-Soviet 
Russia. While engaged in the Middle East and 
Afghanistan, NATO had its eyes on Russia too.

Now, however, NATO has a Western 
Hemisphere ally with a coastline and ports 
on the southern reaches of the Pacifi c Ocean. 
US machinations may have accounted for 
Colombia joining NATO, and, if so, with a 
rationale. At least one analyst there thinks that 
“China seriously threatens the political eco-
nomic, military, and cultural hegemony of the 
United States.” In fact, he says, the Pacifi c 
Ocean is “today the most important battlefi eld 
of the Second Cold War.” And “for imperialist 
plunderers of the 21st Century, Colombia has 
become the point of their sword.”
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The Colombian government spends 13.1 percent of its total outlay on military spending, which accounts for 3.4 percent of Colombia’s GDP, the 
highest such rate in South America.
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“Global partner” ... 
in war and plunder


