
The Communist Party of Australia con-
demns last week’s military attack against 
Syria in the strongest possible terms. Early 
morning of April 14 the United States, 
Britain, and France launched over one hun-
dred missiles at Syrian targets in Damascus 
and Homs. Such aggression punishes the 
Syrian people for refusing to submit to the 
regime-change agenda imposed on their 
country by outside powers, and by pro-
voking nuclear-armed Russia, raises the 
potential for global war, putting our planet 
and future generations at great risk.

The aggressors justify their actions on the 
grounds that they are punishing Syrian pres-
ident Bashar al Assad for the alleged use of 
chemical weapons against civilians. No evi-
dence has been presented to substantiate the 
allegations. We can fi nd no logical reason for 
the Assad government to resort to such meth-
ods, given that the militias they were fi ghting 
in Douma had already surrendered.

This aggression can only be explained 
in terms of the reason for the war in general, 
namely that it is driven by the attempt to over-
throw the Syrian government, NOT the Syrian 
government resisting those attempts.

For the past seven years the Anglo-
American alliance, NATO, the Gulf regimes, 
Jordan, and Israel have armed and funded the 
reactionary militias waging war against the 
Syrian state. They have backed the militias by 
engaging in airstrikes against Syrian govern-
ment forces, in what amounts to the most heav-
ily bankrolled “dirty war” in modern history.

These ‘islamist” militia are responsible for 
the genocide of religious minorities, particular-
ly Alawites, Druze and Christians, which domi-
nates the war against the Syrian state. These 
forces actively subjugate women living under 
their control, robbing Syrian women of the 
freedoms they had won under secular Ba’athist 
rule.

Australia plays its part by endorsing the 
US actions and participating in economic sanc-
tions against Syria. Sanctions have driven up 
the price of food and medicine, punishing ordi-
nary Syrians, and making it extremely diffi cult 

for Syrian expats and refugees to send money 
home to aid their relatives.

Australia took part in the bombing-raid 
massacre of over 100 Syrian soldiers who were 
defending their town of Deir al Zour which at 
the time was completely surrounded by Daesh 
terrorists who were laying siege to the city. 
Even the mainstream corporate media admit-
ted that the “mistake” benefi ted Daesh.

Ever since the 9/11 attacks in the US, 
Islamophobia has become the dominant 
racism of western ruling classes globally, how-
ever the irony is that while Australian work-
ers are taught to fear their fellow Muslims, the 
Australian government openly collaborates 

with Saudi Arabia, the biggest exporter of 
“Islamic” extremism in the world today.

CPA demands
1. We demand the Australian government 

withdraws from the US Alliance and 
develop an independent foreign policy. 
This includes accepting the will of the 
Syrian people to determine their future.

2. We demand the Australian government 
use their infl uence to promote a political 
solution to the confl ict rather than blindly 
endorsing criminal military action.

3. We demand Australia end the economic 
sanctions on Syria that punish ordinary 

Syrians by driving up the price of 
essentials, and block the fl ow of 
remittances.

4. We demand that the Australian government 
re-establish normal diplomatic relations 
with the internationally recognised Syrian 
government.

5. We demand an independent investigation 
into the massacre of over a hundred Syrian 
soldiers in 2016 that the Australian air 
force participated in.

6. We demand the immediate reduction of 
Australia’s military budget by 10% to fund 
education, health and social welfare for all 
Australians. 
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The actions of the United States in bombing Syria are the most blatant 
demonstration to date that the US and its allies will, as a matter of course, 
treat the views and opinions of the international community and its rep-
resentative body the UN with utter contempt. This violation of national 
independence and sovereignty by the Coalition of the Killing is now its 
mode of operation in international affairs. US President Trump’s unilateral 
actions also show he has no respect for US constitutional law, much less 
international conventions or world rules-based order.

This is an extremely dangerous situation. The bombing of Damascus is 
only the fi rst part of a now overt strategy to attempt to bomb Syria into 
submission.

On principle, Australia should immediately protest and make clear that 
we will not continue to follow the path made by the US and NATO toward 
regime change as part of their planned destruction of the Syrian state. If 
the Turnbull government keeps on this path it will again make Australia 
an embedded participant in the crimes against humanity being committed 
by its big power master.

The creation of the UN Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons was an advanced humanist step taken to protect nations against a 
weapon of mass murder, but for some time the world has been witnessing the 
misuse of this ban by the major powers. They misuse this ban when they want 
to expand their domination by cheating and lying. Attacks on nation states 
based on the pretext of chemical weapon use, began in 2003 in Iraq with the 
lie about weapons of mass destruction, and continues today against Syria.

The Coalition of the Killing – including Australia – formed at the time of 
the Iraq invasion, have used chemical weapons through their proxy terrorist 
armies many times, and through the compliant media have widely blamed 
the Syrian government, claiming it had misused chemical weapons without 
providing any proof and at the same time undermining any investigations 
before they could begin.

Between the days of April 8-12, Trump was ranting about his intentions 
to make a hell out of Syria. On April 12 US Defence Secretary James Mathis 
announced there was not enough evidence for proving the use of chemical 
weapons, saying that even if there was evidence there was no way to confi rm 
who the perpetrators were.

French President Macron insisted that he had the evidence that chlorine 
(or Sarin) gas had been used, but could not give details and that Bashar Al-
Assad must be punished, a conspiracy tune sung word-for-word by British 
PM Theresa May.

On April 9, Douma was completely freed from Islamists by Syrian govern-
ment forces and East Goutha was also liberated. But the chemical attack 
in Douma was entirely due to Islamist terrorists, with British cooperation. 
General Igor Konoshenkov, of the Russian Ministry of Defence, announced 
on April 12 that Russia has considerable evidence of chemical cooperation 
between the Islamists and the British government with the aim to provide 
a pretext for this attack, an act of aggression against a sovereign state: 
essentially a declaration of war.

Russia has made it clear it is determined to support Syria and will never 
allow the calamity of Iraq and Libya to be repeated in Syria.

The US, Britain and France in fact trampled international law to launch 
missiles against Syria, claiming to have “evidence” of the government’s use 
of chemical weapons, evidence based on terrorist lies.

For the past week, the world was told that the US had “evidence” and 
the UK had “evidence” that Syria had used chemicals. The “evidence” 
came from video clips and photos shared on social media, provided by the 
Western-funded White Helmets (that “rescuer” group that somehow only 
operates in Al-Qaeda and co-terrorist occupied areas and participates in 
torture and executions).

Syria, fi nding the claims to be lies and the sources tainted, requested 
that the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) 
immediately come to Syria to investigate the claims. Accordingly, the OPCW 
agreed to send a team – the visas for which Syria granted immediately – 
which arrived in Damascus on April 14.

President Trump, instead of waiting for an investigation to confi rm his 
“evidence”, chose the very night before this investigative team arrived in 
Syria to inspect the allegations, to bomb Syria. The timing of the attacks 
is no coincidence, of course.

Russian President Vladimir Putin declared the attacks to be illegal, 
noting:

“Without the sanction of the Security Council of the United Nations, in 
violation of the UN Charter, norms and principles of international law, an 
act of aggression against a sovereign state that is at the forefront of the fi ght 
against terrorism has been committed.”

Regarding the actual nature of the buildings bombed, Syrian media, 
SANA, describes the Pharmaceutical and Chemical Industries Research 
Institute as “centred on preparing the chemical compositions for cancer 
drugs.” The destruction of this institute is particularly bitter, as, under the 
criminal western sanctions, cancer medicines sales to Syria are prohibited.

While the world’s eyes have been glazed over by compliant reportage 
with the script-reading journalists of the corporate media, little notice is 
given to the ongoing Israeli slaughter and maiming of Palestinian unarmed 
demonstrators, targeted assassinations including the March 30 murders of at 
least 17 unarmed Palestinians protesting in Gaza’s eastern regions. Israel’s 
murder of these unarmed youths, women and men received mild tut-tuts 
from the UN, and was relegated to “clashes”. Israel is literally getting away 
with murder.

By not attacking Russian forces in Syria this time, the US narrowly 
avoided a direct military confrontation with Russia, one which would have 
had global ramifi cations.

The question now is: will the regime-change alliance support yet another 
false fl ag chemical attack in their efforts to depose the Syrian president? 
Watch this space.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
All previous historical movements were movements of 
minorities or in the interest of minorities. The proletarian 
movement is the self-conscious, independent movement of the 
immense majority.

Manifesto of the Communist Party

”“

PRESS FUND
TV news broadcasts recently carried terrible images of 1,000 dead sheep lying in their own 
filth on the deck of a “live export” ship from an Australian port. Several years ago the 
Gillard Labor government temporarily banned the live export trade after footage was aired 
of Australian cattle being brutally slaughtered in Indonesia. Despite widespread calls for 
the live export trade to be permanently banned, the Turnbull government has done nothing 
except express its disapproval. We’ll continue to oppose this cruel and unnecessary trade, but 
right now we really need Press Fund contributions to cover our operating costs. They’re a bit 
short on the ground this week, so please send in something for the next issue if you possibly 
can. Many thanks to this week’s contributors, as follows:
Dr G Dittura $15, MM $10, “Rough Red” $5, NS $220, “Round Figure” $15 
This week’s total: $265 Progressive total: $2,020

Coalition of the Killing

Navodaya Australia inauguration
Perth – Saturday May 19

Melbourne – Sunday May 20

Canberra – Friday May 25

Sydney – Saturday May 26

Brisbane – Sunday May 27
Navodaya Australia is the formal incorporated association for the CPIM (Communist Party of India – Marxist) 

supporters in the Australian continent. It is a not-for-profi t and non-religious association. Though it tries to bring 
together people who upholds left ideas, our prime motive is to help those who need support and assistance.

navodayaaustralia.com

Tax the rich

The Australian Council of Trade Unions has 
urged big business to pay their fair share of 
tax, and give working people a fair pay rise 
and more secure work, rather than lobbying 
government for special treatment and cash 
handouts. The Business Council of Australia’s 
adverts, and the government’s unsuccess-
ful attempt to give corporate Australia a $65 
billion handout, confi rm that big business in 
Australia has too much power.

“Big business in Australia is simply greedy. 
While profi ts are booming, wages have fl at-lined, 
and 40 percent of Australian workers are in inse-
cure jobs,” said ACTU secretary Sally McManus.

“Big business wants a cash handout from tax-
payers, they refuse to increase people’s wages, and 
many are engaged in a race to the bottom on job 
security. The Turnbull government has done every-
thing it can for big business, fuelling more insecure 
work, and cutting penalty rates for many low-paid 
Australian workers.”

The ads feature companies like Qantas, which 
has not paid a cent of corporate tax in almost a 

decade. And in the last year, CEO Alan Joyce’s pay 
has doubled. In 2016 Joyce got a package worth 
$12.96 million, and in 2017, he got $24.58 million. 
Total executive remuneration almost doubled, in 
2016, it was $29.2 million and in 2017, it was $53 
million.

Between 2000 and 2013-14, the company was 
consistently profi table. After one “bad” year, the 
company sacked staff and cut pay, despite labour 
productivity increasing by 22 percent over the 
period.

“They locked out their workers in 2011 over a 
pay dispute,” said McManus. “They sacked 5,000 
people in 2014. Fifteen thousand employees have 
undergone pay freezes. The company has out-
sourced work to Aerocare, who mistreated work-
ers, and Qantas has denied any responsibility.

“The ads attempt to whitewash these facts. 
The message from the Australian people is pretty 
simple. Pay your tax. Pay workers properly. Stop 
pushing people into insecure work. Work with us to 
change the rules to bring back fairness.” 

ACTU secretary Sally McManus.
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Aboriginal organisations and people in remote 
areas are concerned about what will happen 
when the Commonwealth National Partnership 
Agreement on Remote Housing (NPARH) ends 
on June 30.

Delegates to the Northern Territory Aboriginal 
Housing Forum, held this last in Darwin, called on 
the Australian government to “shoulder its respon-
sibility” to funding remote Aboriginal housing on 
a needs basis.

Aboriginal Housing NT (AHNT) co-chair 
Barbara Shaw said the Commonwealth appeared to 
be walking away from commitments made by suc-
cessive federal governments over the past 40 years.

“Without resolution, remote and regional 
Aboriginal communities face signifi cant risk of 
uncertain housing service provision,” she said. 
In Queensland, too, people are worried, with the 
remote Aboriginal community of Wujal Wujal 
facing a housing crisis if funding dries up.

Queensland Labor MP Leeanne Enoch said the 
decision could have devastating long-term impacts 
on the far north Queensland community. “Having 
access to safe and secure housing is a fundamental 
human right and the cuts to funding will lead to 
increased rates of overcrowding in Queensland’s 
remote communities,” she said.

“The outlook would be grim – poorer health 
outcomes, and employment outcomes.

“More than 70 percent of new construction 
is now delivered by Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander councils, which means local jobs and skills 
development that will lead to positive and sus-
tained employment outcomes. If (Prime Minister) 
Malcolm Turnbull was serious about closing the 
gap, he would never have withdrawn the funding.”

Wujal Wujal Mayor Desmond Tayley said 
the Prime Minister should not walk away from a 

partnership that has done so much to close the gap 
of disadvantage the community suffers in relation 
to housing.

“This program has enjoyed much success, but 
there remains a shortfall of thousands of houses,” 
he said. “There are still instances where up to 30 
people are living in two- and three-bedroom homes.

“I seek a commitment from the government for 
an ongoing program to reduce overcrowding in dis-
crete and remote communities like Wujal Wujal.

“Much has been gained since the program 
began under the Rudd government 10 years ago. 
This partnership has delivered for my community 
and I want to see it continue.”

Western Australia is also concerned about a 
lack of clarity and commitment from the Federal 
Government to remote housing. In February 
Stephen Hall, from Shelter WA, wrote in the Koori 
Mail that the case for an extension of the funding 
for remote housing was “crystal clear”.

“This is about a choice between short-term 
considerations and investing for the future,” he 
said. “Without a renewed commitment, we will 
witness a national crisis, the loss of value of funds 
already invested and a severe impact on the health 
and wellbeing of Indigenous people least able to 
bear it.

“The imbalance between the short-term ben-
efi ts of reduced investment and the longer-term 
social, economic and health costs is leading to deci-
sions that are not in the nation’s long-term interest.

“Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
and their communities must be part of local col-
laborative solutions. Remote housing is a crucial 
issue that requires leadership. It is too important an 
issue for governments to be blaming each other for 
lack of action and commitment.”
Koori Mail 

Australia

From the Archives  The Guardian, November 1993

Concerns highlighted over 
remote housing

Celebrate May Day
Sunday May 6

Fremantle Esplanade

Join UnionsWA to celebrate May Day
10:00 am –  Kids entertainment, food and coffee to open

11:30 am –  Sally McManus Speech and Working Voices Choir

11:50 am – Begin assembly

12 noon – 12:40 pm – March

2:00 pm – Event fi nishes

This year we will recognise the 20th anniversary of the 1998 Patricks 
Dispute and the ACTU Change The Rules campaign.

UnionsWA

Homelessness still a major problem
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people make up one in 
fi ve of Australia’s rising home-
less population, according to data 
from last year’s Census. But the 
rate of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Australians who 
were homeless was 361 persons 
for every 10,000 of the Indigenous 
population, a decrease from 487 
in 2011.

The data showed an increase 
in homelessness in Australia to 
116,427 people, including 43,552 
(39%) under 25. This is a rise of 
13.7% since 2011, exceeding popu-
lation growth of 8.8%.

Australian Council of Social 

Services chief executive Cassandra 
Goldie said the increase in home-
lessness was, unfortunately, of little 
surprise when so little has been 
done to address housing affordabil-
ity and inadequate incomes.

“Government must do better in 
reducing homelessness,” she said. 
“As a starting point, it must not 
walk away from agreements like 
the National Partnership on Remote 
Housing, which is a critical part 
of addressing the affordable hous-
ing crisis for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people in remote 
communities.”

Dr Goldie said homelessness 
was affected by low incomes, the 

casualisation of the workforce, cuts 
to social security, and unafford-
able housing. “Rental affordability 
is at crisis point for people on low 
incomes or the minimum wage,” 
she said. 

“Living in cars”
“Inadequate incomes and unaf-

fordable housing are forcing people 
into homelessness. Children with 
their parents, young people, work-
ers, and older people are living in 
cars, boarding houses and on other 
people’s couches.

“We hear over and over from 
people staring down the barrel of 
homelessness because they cannot 

afford to pay for essentials. People 
are choosing between feeding them-
selves or their children; paying an 
energy bill or covering the cost of 
dental care.

“Income support payments, 
especially Newstart, are complete-
ly inadequate to cover basic living 
costs, as is Rent Assistance.”

Dr Goldie said there was 
nowhere near the number needed 
of affordable rental properties for 
people on Newstart. “Many house-
holds are paying around 50 percent 
of their income on rent, leaving 
them unable to pay for basics like 
food and electricity,” she said.

“We need immediate solutions 

to this crisis. We need an independ-
ent body to monitor and evalu-
ate housing and homelessness. 
Homelessness numbers should be 
decreasing in a wealth country like 
ours, not increasing.

“Newstart and related payments 
must increase as a matter of urgen-
cy. $274 per week is not enough to 
prevent poverty or homelessness. 
Rent Assistance must also go up by 
30 percent.

“We need investment in social 
housing and affordable rental, 
including incentives to encourage 
investment in new stock for low-
income households.”
Koori Mail 
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web www.cpa.org.au
email cpa@cpa.org.au
phone 02 9699 8844

Bob Briton *

Every week they’re there. Volunteers dis-
tributing between 100 to 150 free, nutri-
tious meals to Sydney’s homeless. Clothes 
and information on services are available, 
too. Tea, coffee, fruit and bread to take 
away are piled onto several trestle tables. 
The stall at the Macquarie Street end of 
Martin Place is a happy place. Music plays 
and the homeless and the volunteers can’t 
help breaking out into the occasional, 
impromptu dance. Chats strike up between 
volunteers, regular customers and the 
increasing number of new faces.

Nothing exceptional in all this, you would 
think. Charities do this sort of thing all the time 
all over Australia as more and more people fi nd 
themselves sleeping rough. But this group of 
volunteers is different. The Western Sydney 
Community Alliance (WSCA) is driven by 
a group of young progressives who, having 
learned from the Martin Place Street Kitchen, 
want to eventually launch similar programs 
in western Sydney. Their motto, carried on 
WSCA’s logo, is “Serve the People”.

The work, including the complex logistics, 
is unrelenting and hard. It should be wearing 
the group down, but they have plans to provide 
even more services to people spun off by an 
uncaring capitalist society. Rather than grow-
ing tired, they throw themselves into the task 
happily. They hold down demanding full-time 
jobs and study. CPA members see this labour 
of humanistic love as Party work in their com-
munity. They also do a prodigious amount of 
specifi cally Party work pasting up CPA recruit-
ment posters and preparing for the various 
protests around Invasion day, Palm Sunday, 
solidarity with Syria and housing issues, sup-
porting and feeding pickets, for example.

“Charity” or 
“political work”

You might wonder about the political value 
of this “charity work”. The young Marxist-
Leninists involved regularly fi eld these sorts 
of questions from more politically engaged 
onlookers. I spoke about this with several of 
the volunteers who all had serious Marxist 
politics. CPA member Jay, a mainstay of the 
operation, gave me his take on the politics of 
feeding the homeless.

“Communist Parties all over the world 
have always had a charitable element to their 
function. It’s community outreach that lets 
working class people know that the Communist 
Party cares about them, cares about their living 
conditions. The charity aspect isn’t all that we 
do, it’s part of what we do and it has the added 
advantage of drawing a lot of people who are 
enthusiastic to think about helping out the 
homeless, who care about social issues to form 
a good pool of potential allies who the party 
can talk with and fi nd solutions together to the 
many political and social problems that face 
the Australian working class”, Jay said.

He’s right. Communist parties the world 
over have always had hands on programs to 
help neglected communities survive. The lower 
fl oor of the CPA’s fi rst headquarters in George 
Street, Sydney, was open in the 1920s to the 
homeless to take shelter. The Communist Party 
of Indonesia sourced cheap seed for starving 
farmers. In Italy, the once mighty PCI was a 
vital part of serving working class communi-
ties. The vacuum that has been left is being 

fi lled by fascist groups like Casa Pound. In 
Greece, the fascist Golden Dawn provides food 
and other services to the needy for free – to 
Greeks only!

Friedrich Engels, co-author with Karl 
Marx of the Communist Manifesto praised the 
work of the nascent Salvation Army. He said 
the capitalist ruling class would rue the day 
they allowed the formation of the army. He 
reasoned the work of restoring the dignity of 
desperately poor would allow them to re-join 
the organised working class and help it over-
throw their oppression. The alternative was 
to abandon them to the ranks of the lumpen 
proletariat:

“The ‘dangerous class,’ the social scum, 
that passively rotting mass thrown off by the 
lowest layers of old society, may, here and 
there, be swept into the movement by a pro-
letarian revolution, its conditions of life, how-
ever, prepare it far more for the part of a bribed 
tool of reactionary intrigue.”

The Salvation Army did not live up to 
Engels’ expectations. It became a sectarian 
and reactionary group interested in keeping 
the “passively rotting mass” docile and fi t for 
exploitation. Fascists and other right wingers 
are mobilising this “dangerous class” right now 
while the left mostly looks on.

Inspiration from 
a hard history

The volunteers are also inspired by the 
community programs of the Black Panther 
Party (BPP) active in the US during the 1960s 
and ‘70s. They organised breakfast, literacy 
and health care programs on a massive scale 
until they fi nally succumbed to a vicious cam-
paign of disruption and violent repression at 
the hands of the FBI. Today, the scandalous 
techniques used against the BPP (and the 
CPUSA and the anti-Vietnam War movement) 
during the operation called COINTELPRO are 

in the public domain; safe now that the revolu-
tionary potential of the times has been crushed 
or, taking a longer view, temporarily diverted.

“All these programs satisfy the deep needs 
of the community, but they are not solutions 
to our problems,” Huey P Newton, co-founder 
and chief ideologue of the BPP said at the time. 
“That is why we call them survival programs, 
meaning survival pending revolution. We say 
that the survival program of the Black Panther 
Party is like the survival kit of a sailor stranded 
on a raft.

“It helps him to sustain himself until he can 
get completely out of that situation. So, the sur-
vival programs are not answers or solutions, 
but they will help us to organise the commu-
nity around a true analysis and understanding 
of their situation. When consciousness and 
understanding is raised to a high level then 
the community will seize the time and deliver 
themselves from the boot of their oppressors,” 
Newton concluded.

The volunteers of the WSCA realise they 
may not have the impact that the BPP had in 
many parts of the US, but they are doing what 
they can. Members are already volunteering 
to help struggling students at under-resourced 
schools. They cooperate with another commu-
nity organisation in the distribution of cheap 
food hampers. They want to collect money for 
the defence of CFMEU offi cials being perse-
cuted by the ABCC and the rest of the judicial 
system. They are challenged rather than daunt-
ed by the size of the problems facing under-
privileged people.

Building comradeship
Jay continued with his assessment of the 

contribution of the CPA Youth:
“It’s also about having a team-building 

activity that we can go to every week. We see 
people on an ongoing basis develop deep rela-
tionships, which we wouldn’t really be able to 
do if we were simply turning up to meetings 

every two weeks and being alienated from each 
other outside of a shared collective experience 
that allows us to bond with each other but talk 
politics at the same time.

“On the one hand we want the public to 
know that Communists do think like this, 
Communists do care about social issues, 
Communists do work in the interests of those 
who are disadvantaged, who have been made 
homeless because of the capitalist system 
but we’re not only here to say that we are the 
replacement, that we are the solution. We’re 
saying that the system must be replaced, 
ultimately. If we can promote that message 
at the same time as providing a useful serv-
ice, then people will see the worth of having 
a Communist Party operating in this country 
as the basis of future activity and eventually a 
revolution in Australia,” Jay concluded.

The CPA has become home for the work 
of the volunteers. The cooking has been done 
at the Party building lately. The group works 
intensively at the food prep while maintaining 
a high level of political chat. They start serving 
at 3pm and go right through until 9pm or until 
the food runs out. At the end of the night, they 
pack up and take their kit “back to the CPA!”.

If you are in Sydney and feeling crushed 
under the weight of the capitalist agenda being 
imposed on working people, the unemployed 
and homeless IRL (“In Real Life”) rather 
than online, pay a visit one Sunday and talk 
to the young Communists serving the people 
at Martin Place. You’ll come away inspired to 
fi ght on!
If readers are interested in helping the 
work of the Western Suburbs Community 
Alliance, contact Antonella at youth.
nsw@cpa.org.au or visit the Facebook 
page https://www.facebook.com/
westernsydneycommunityalliance

* Bob Briton is General Secretary of the 
Communist Party of Australia. 

Serve the people
Young Communists’ work among the homeless
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Jack Endacott

Part 1 appeared in last week’s 
Guardian

Yet another dimension to these 
problems is the matter of consul-
tation with those affected by the 
policies about to be implemented. 
Notifi cations have been served 
on those residents that they must 
vacate their current premises 
and that they will be “relocated”. 
The advice from the government 
is that the return to the rede-
veloped site will be an “option” 
conditional upon the availability 
of a dwelling that meets the needs 
of the tenant “in accordance 
with the ‘Matching Clients With 
Housing Size Guidelines’ ”. With 
the redeveloped estates gener-
ally having smaller and fewer 
“social housing” units, it is to be 
expected that many current resi-
dents will be excluded and thus 
unable to return to their present 
neighbourhoods.

Some of the residents in the 
affected public housing estates are 
migrants whose first language is 
not English; yet providing this vital 
information in their mother tongues 
was initially overlooked. These 
unfortunate people are being pressed 
to sign contracts that they do not 
understand, in a language unfamil-
iar to them.

So, several thousand vulnera-
ble public housing tenants will have 
their lives disrupted, with uncertain 
futures imposed on them by our gov-
ernment. This is surely a disastrous 
scenario. It is hard to believe that this 
policy has progressed to the point 
of implementation and still no one 
knows where the “relocated” tenants 
will be moved.

Fortunately, the Unitarian church 
became involved with three other 
community organisations in trying 
to reverse this damaging policy, 
or at least ameliorate its adverse 
effects. The combined organisation 
became “Hands Off Public Housing” 
(HOPH) and after conducting a 
public forum attended by more than 
100 delegates from numerous organ-
isations, the core working group 
has expanded considerably. Some 
of these organisations are listed 
below and they invite your support. 
Included in the group are two inner-
city neighbourhood houses and aca-
demics from Melbourne University 
and RMIT University.

A number of rallies have 
been held by HOPH around inner 
Melbourne and legal clinics have 
been set up on the estates to advise 
tenants of their rights and to untangle 

the messy contractual nightmares 
facing them. We have generated a lot 
of support from the residents of the 
affected housing estates.

The member organisations of 
HOPH have been trying to find 
out the details of the “relocations”, 
but no meaningful information has 
been provided. This does not refl ect 
well on the Victorian government. 
Either the “relocation” details have 
not been prepared or the details are 
known but are being withheld from 
those who will suffer their impacts. 
This is incredible.

This is not a problem that has 
arisen in recent weeks. Listeners to 
Community Radio 3CR Melbourne 
will be aware that Dr Joseph Toscano 
has been warning of these projects 
from late 2016. He and his support 
group Defend and Extend Public 
Housing hold regular public demon-
strations to raise awareness of these 
problems.

... Where it is 
deserved 

It gives me no pleasure to criti-
cise a Labor government, which oth-
erwise is doing some good work, but 
it invites disapproval by adopting 
policies that might be expected from 
the Liberal Party – the party of Big 
Business. It can only be big corpo-
rations that have the means to buy 
these properties and erect large-scale 
luxury apartment complexes capable 
of delivering returns (from private 
buyers) on such big investments. 

This program seems to confi rm the 
suspicion that modern governments 
have abrogated their responsibili-
ties to look after the interests of their 
people.

Not only is irresponsibility a 
factor, but also this agenda seems 
to be driven by federal government 
conditions on funding, which stipu-
late as a prerequisite the sale and 
mass transfer of public housing to 
private “community/social” housing 
businesses. 

The callous indifference to the 
lives of those public housing resi-
dents is disturbing. The lack of 
consideration of their fate and the 
refusal to divulge the detailed plan-
ning is what I would expect from 
a Liberal government. The secrecy 
surrounding these matters suggests 
that at least our “democracy” has 
been compromised and that the real 
estate developers’ lobby has captured 
the Labor Party. This is a profoundly 
saddening realisation.

It seems that the Victorian Labor 
government has been paying the 
salaries of some very bad advisors 
and it would be better advised to 
abandon this deeply fl awed policy 
and sack the person or persons who 
recommended such ill-conceived 
answers to the problems of decades 
of neglect.

In late 2017, Howard Marosi 
addressed the Unitarian Church on 
this issue and explained that previous 
Victorian governments ran a hous-
ing department that employed people 
to plan, manage and maintain public 

housing. The payroll included archi-
tects, engineers, planners, etc, and 
there was an active program of build-
ing a large variety of public housing 
dwellings all around the state. Now 
we apparently do not need the state 
involved in housing its most disad-
vantaged people.

In a recent response to the writ-
ten concerns of HOPH, Minister 
Martin Foley maintains the govern-
ment’s faith in the private sector to 
solve the problems of this public 
housing crisis. Interestingly, the 
Minister uses the terms public hous-
ing and social housing interchangea-
bly. The Minister’s faith is expressed 
rather blandly: “Private housing will 
be enabled on the sites to encour-
age diverse communities, rather than 
islands of disadvantage. Limiting 
the developments to exclude private 
housing would reduce, not increase, 
the amount of social housing across 
metropolitan Melbourne.”

He offers no explanation of how 
or why this might be so. The coun-
ter argument is that if it is possible 
to build more dwellings on the sites 
of the present public housing estates, 
it should all be public housing to 
meet the demand unless the shortfall 
in public housing is to be met else-
where. The matter of social com-
position and diversity was perhaps 
better answered by the many exam-
ples throughout the state of detached 
housing in suburban areas and towns, 
but this does not solve the problems 
of high-rise estates.

With the chronic shortage of 
public housing in Victoria, the gov-
ernment should build more stock 
rather than off-load its responsibil-
ity to private industry. If the current 

stock is in poor condition, the gov-
ernment should redress that neglect 
and increase the maintenance budget 
for a larger, future public housing 
inventory.

The redevelopers will surely 
be salivating at the prospect of get-
ting their hands on prize “cheap” 
land from which they must expect 
handsome profi ts. The requirement 
that they supply a nominal but inad-
equate proportion of their ventures 
to “community” or “social housing” 
cannot compensate for the distress 
and displacement of those who will 
ultimately be unable to return to their 
current neighbourhoods. When this 
program is defeated there should be 
no “compensation” to the corpora-
tions for their thwarted ambitions.

Meanwhile the lives of those 
poor and marginalised public hous-
ing tenants are in limbo. The evic-
tions from the Ascot Vale estate were 
imminent three months ago, but have 
not yet been enacted. The timetable 
for the other estates is unknown to us 
but we have heard that some estates 
have already been partially cleared 
as Labor acts swiftly and secretly to 
implement its privatisation agenda.

If you share our concern about 
this disastrous program, then please 
consider writing to the Victorian 
government. In particular it is impor-
tant to write to, or otherwise contact, 
your local parliamentary represent-
ative. It will also be advisable for 
you to notify one of the Hands Off 
Public Housing member organisa-
tions of your concerns. I am sure that 
the affected public housing residents 
will appreciate the knowledge that 
you care.
The Beacon 

Australia

Excluding the vulnerable 
Public housing in peril – Part 2

Participating Hands Off Public Housing Organisations, 
and Basic Contact Information:

Melbourne Unitarian Church admin@melbourneunitarian.org.au 

Housing for the Aged Action Group haag@oldertenants.org 

Fair Go For Pensioners fgfpcoalition@gmail.com 

Friends of Public Housing housing.humanrights@gmail.com 

Defend & Extend Public Housing 
info@defendandextendpublichousing.com 

Uniting Church Northcote 

LegalAid Fitzroy 

LegalAid Heidelberg 

Retired Unionists Collective 

Australian Maritime Workers’ Union

Sydney

Annual Nakba Commemoration
Dr Ramzy Baroud

Coalition for Justice and Peace in Palestine will present our annual Nakba 
commemoration this year which is the 70th anniversary of the Nakba.

7 pm Wednesday May 16
NSW Parliament Macquarie Street Sydney

SPEAKER: Dr. Ramzy Baroud, a widely published and translated author, an 
internationally syndicated columnist and editor of the PalestineChronicle.com.

coalitionforpalestine.org
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Pravhat Patbaikk

In India, the NDA (National Democratic 
Alliance) government’s appointment of 
hack loyalists to important positions in 
the sphere of education has rightly raised 
concerns about the damage being done to 
the education system. But this is not the 
sole source of danger to the system. The 
era of globalisation of capital brings in its 
train a process of destruction of education, 
of which in the Indian context the intru-
sion of communal-fascism into the sphere 
of education is an important additional 
ingredient. This process of destruction, its 
“how” and “why”, has to be understood in 
its totality.

Terry Eagleton, the British literary theo-
rist, narrates an interesting anecdote. During 
a visit to South Korea where he was being 
shown around a university by its CEO (that 
is how administrative heads of universities 
are designated these days), after seeing the 
swanky gadgets and the gleaming laboratories, 
he wanted to see where the “critical studies” 
departments were located.

The CEO looked baffl ed, turned to his aide 
for enlightenment without success, and then 
promised: “we shall look into the matter!” All 
over the world, the role of education for critiq-
uing existing structures so that a more humane 
society can be built is being undermined. And 
the chief means through which this is effected 
is the commodifi cation of education, and the 
associated processes of its privatisation and 
conversion into a sphere of profi t-making.

The sell
Of course the private institutions who sell 

“education” as a commodity for profi t, would 
claim that they are not actually profi t-making 
entities, since their profi ts are ploughed back 
into the institution itself. But capitalist fi rms 
also plough back their profi ts, and this does 
not prevent their being called profi t-making. 
So there is nothing particularly virtuous about 
ploughing back profi ts. Profi ts remain profi ts 
whether or not they are ploughed back; and 
institutions earning profi ts remain precisely 
that. They cannot be called non-profi t-making 
just because they plough their profi ts back into 
themselves.

One implication of the commodifi cation 
of education has been well understood and 
much discussed, namely that it excludes those 
belonging to non-affl uent households from 
getting an education. Of course, neo-liberal 
spokesmen advocating commodifi cation of 
education suggest that even those belonging 
to non-affl uent households can access educa-
tion by taking student loans; but in a society 
with no guarantee of employment, education 
fi nanced by student loans can be the precur-
sor of mass student suicides caused by loan 
default, exactly the way that there have been 
mass peasant suicides over the last decade and 
half.

And this very risk involved in taking loans, 
namely that the resources for paying them back 
may not be available when the time comes 
for doing so, would signifi cantly deter poten-
tial students from non-affl uent families from 
adopting this course. The conversion of edu-
cation into a commodity sold by private prof-
it-making institutions therefore has the effect 
of denying it to the vast majority of potential 
students in India, all those from non-affl uent 
backgrounds.

But it has two other implications as well 
which are no less important. One is the destruc-
tion of quality. In general, education becomes 
a commodity when the product of education, 
i.e., the person into whom education enters 
as an input, becomes a commodity. Now, of 
course, educated persons have been looking 

for employment in the “job market” for a long 
time; so, the “educated”, it may be thought, 
have become commodities for a long time, and 
there is nothing new about what is happening 
now. But this is not true.

A commodity is characterised above all by 
the fact that for the seller it is not a use-val-
ue but a pure exchange value, the equivalent 
of a certain amount of money, or of a certain 
magnitude of command over other commodi-
ties. If the person into whom education enters 
as an input becomes a commodity, then that 
person too sees education not as a use-value 
but entirely as an exchange value, i.e., entirely 
as something that enables him or her to obtain 
a certain sum of money on the market. And 
this is what has been happening of late, which 
underlies the commodifi cation of education.

Destructive
In short, when education is commodifi ed, 

it ceases to play the role of making students 
curious, or inquisitive or excited by the expo-
sure to the grand world of ideas. It makes them 
look upon education as a capsule which they 
must imbibe so that they can command a better 
value on the job market. Commodifi cation of 
education destroys creativity, originality, and 
any desire to go beyond the given, among the 
students. Since going beyond the given is the 
hallmark of creative thought, commodifi cation 
of education destroys creative thought. And 
interestingly, such commodifi cation proceeds 
at a much faster pace, with far greater virulence 
in the so-called “newly-emerging” countries 
like India than even in the traditional bastions 
of capitalism, the metropolitan countries.

This is partly because the former are char-
acterised by a much more aggressive, socially 
climbing, and politically weighty urban middle 
class, and partly because, the slate being 
“cleaner” in the former, new “characters” can 
be written with much greater ease upon them.

The other implication of commodifi cation 
of education is to make its products, the “edu-
cated”, into socially insensitive and completely 
self-absorbed entities, incapable of any sympa-
thy for the toiling masses. This characteristic 
in fact comes particularly easily to the “edu-
cated” in a society like ours, which has been 
marked by millennia of caste oppression and 
institutionalised inequality, and where looking 
upon the toiling masses as “inferior” is almost 
a habit acquired from birth.

All these characteristics of commodifi -
cation of education serve contemporary cor-
porate capitalism well. The massive squeeze 
on the working people through the expropri-
ation and displacement of peasants and petty 
producers, and through an increase in unem-
ployment, underemployment, disguised unem-
ployment, and casual employment, which also 
has the effect of keeping down the real wage 
rate of even those few, the so-called “organised 
workers”, who have not yet become victims 
of “labour market fl exibility”, does not gener-
ate the massive resistance it could and should, 
because it does not attract the requisite support 
from a socially insensitive and educationally-
dumbed down urban intelligentsia.

(This insensitivity would doubtless change 
when the middle class itself is hit by the crisis, 
which is both inevitable and imminent; but 
even when this happens, the commodifi cation 
of education would still act in the direction of 
dampening resistance).

But even though commodifi cation of edu-
cation serves neo-liberal capitalism well, by 
generally keeping down any intellectual chal-
lenge to it, in a period of crisis, such as now, 
the resistance of the working people builds up 
nonetheless. To meet this resistance, an alliance 
with “communal-fascism” becomes necessary 
for the globalised corporate-fi nancial oligarchy. 
Such a “corporate-communal alliance” is pre-
cisely what underlies the present NDA dispen-
sation. The engineering of “communal” riots, 
and the bringing about of a “communal” polari-
sation in crucial regions of the country such as 
Uttar Pradesh, together of course with the mas-
sive bankrolling of its election campaign by the 
corporate-fi nancial oligarchy, is what brought 
the NDA to power in 2014.

And having come to power it is busy trying 
to pay back its corporate patrons through cuts 
in welfare expenditures on the poor, through 
the “land grab” ordinance (which has already 
been promulgated three times in contravention 

of all parliamentary procedures), and through 
imminent legislation enforcing “labour market 
fl exibility”. As a part of this alliance, the “com-
munal-fascist” forces also get the opportunity 
to bring their personnel and their ideology into 
the education system.

The destruction of education in short 
occurs from two directions, the commodifi -
cation of education, and the “communalisa-
tion” of education. The co-existence of these 
two tendencies in the sphere of education is 
the counterpart in the realm of education of the 
corporate-communal alliance that is holding 
sway in the sphere of the polity. And there is 
no contradiction between these two tendencies, 
of commodifi cation and “communalisation”.

This may appear strange at fi rst sight. Are 
we not supposed to be in a “knowledge econ-
omy” for which a revamping of higher educa-
tion is required? And surely such a revamping 
cannot occur if Hindutva pebbles are being put 
into the heads of the “knowledge gatherers”, if 
the distinction between mythology and history 
is being obliterated, if a contempt for the poor 
and the marginalised is being implicitly incul-
cated in them. Surely it is in the interests of 
corporate capital itself to rein in the Hindutva 
forces and arrest the process of “communalisa-
tion” of education.

Knowledge and skills
This argument however, and indeed much 

of the talk of a “knowledge economy”, misses 
an important distinction, namely the dis-
tinction between “knowledge” and “skills”. 
“Knowledge” in the sense of a critical engage-
ment with the world of ideas is not what corpo-
rate capital in countries like ours wants.

The absence of such knowledge may hold 
back fundamental research in the natural sci-
ences, but then we can always import the 
products of such research from the metropoli-
tan countries. Neither corporate capital of the 
country, nor imperialism, is particularly inter-
ested in the promotion of fundamental research 
within the country, the former because it con-
siders such research unnecessary (it prefers to 
import the outcome of such research from the 
metropolis), and the latter because it is inter-
ested in preserving the intellectual hegemony 
of the metropolis (and the intellectual parasit-
ism of countries like ours upon the metropolis).

And as far as the social sciences and the 
humanities are concerned, knowledge, in the 
sense of a critical engagement with the world 

The commodifi cation of educatio

When education is commodified, 
it ceases to play the role of making 
students curious, or inquisitive 
or excited by the exposure to the 
grand world of ideas.
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of ideas, is a positively dangerous thing from 
the perspective of the corporate-commu-
nal alliance, for it can only breed Marxist, 
Ambedkarite, progressive-nationalist, secular-
democratic, and women’s liberationist ideas, 
all of which appear, both to corporate capital 
and to the Hindutva forces, as part of a “red 
menace”.

(It is interesting that the Ambedkar-Periyar 
Study Circle, which the Chennai IIT briefl y 
tried to ban to placate the ministry of human 
resource development, was portrayed in some 
quarters as being a “red outfi t”.)

Corporate capital requires “skills” (as 
distinct from “knowledge”) which should be 
available cheap. International capital requires 
“skilled personnel” in countries like ours who 
can boost its profi ts by the lower wages they 
get, compared to similar skilled workers in the 
metropolitan economies. But the development 
of “knowledge” in the sense of having institu-
tions where students engage critically with the 
world of ideas, is distinctly unwelcome, even 
though the jargon continues to be about the 
coming into being of a “knowledge economy”.

It is signifi cant that almost every document 
prepared by the NDA government on educa-
tion emphasises the need for privatisation, and 
for a “public-private partnership”. This is pre-
cisely because privatisation of education sits 
well with the “communalisation” of education.

There is a further point here. Both in the 
government sector, where the “fi scal crunch” is 
adduced as the reason, and in the private sector, 
where profi t-making demands it anyway, the 
tendency is to have untenured, temporary, or 
“guest” faculty that is paid a pittance but is 
worked intensively. The tendency, in short, 
is to have a dualism within the faculty, with a 
few well-paid professors on the one side and 
an army of underpaid “subaltern” teachers on 
the other.

This again works well for the corporate-
communal alliance: the well-paid profes-
sors, thrilled with their salary and status and 
scared of losing them, would be circumspect 
about adopting any critical stance vis-à-vis 
the establishment; and the overworked “sub-
altern” teachers would be victims of insecuri-
ty anyway and hence easily cowed down. The 
erection of such a conformist, dualistic struc-
ture, however, only contributes further towards 
a destruction of education.
People’s Democracy
Communist Party of India (Marxist) 

Magazine

Richard Titelius

In January of this year the Rail, Tram and 
Bus Union (RTBU) in New South Wales 
called a strike in Sydney over the failure of 
the New South Wales government to negoti-
ate over wages and safety. The NSW gov-
ernment, fearing the consequences of the 
industrial action which included the impact 
on the economy, sought to circumvent 
the unions right to strike by making an 
application in the Fair Work Commission 
to have the strike called off, claiming the 
impact would be too great on the economy 
and inconvenience the public attending 
school, hospital appointments and work.

The secretary of the Australian Council of 
Trade Unions, Sally McManus, realised what 
the impact of this manoeuvre would have, not 
only on the RBTU in NSW but unions across 
Australia and stated, “The right to strike is 
almost dead in this country.” The impact of this 
dispute in NSW goes far beyond the bounda-
ries of NSW and affects the fundamental abil-
ity of the organised working class through its 
unions to fi ght for the wages and conditions 
necessary to live a decent life. Against this 
backdrop the Communist Party of Australia, 
WA Branch, held a Politics in the Pub at 43 
Below in Perth in March on the history and 
future of the right to strike in Australia.

Right to strike sacrosanct
The panel commenced with a political per-

spective of the right to strike from Peter Limb, 
activist and labour historian. Limb said that, as 
was demonstrated by the Sydney train drivers’ 
dispute, there was an attempt by capital and 
governments to curtail the ability of unions in 
Australia to exercise the right to strike. Limb 
added, “The legal right to strike should be sac-
rosanct in Australia.”

The history of this country and wages 
and conditions of workers were only able 
to be advanced through the right to strike, 
as employers never give wage rises freely, 
demonstrated by examples from the Pilbara 
Aboriginal stock workers strike of 1946, the 
coal miner’s strike of 1949 in the coalfi elds of 
NSW, in the 1960’s strikes protesting the arrest 
and imprisonment of unionist Clarrie O’Shea, 
and the Patrick waterfront dispute of 1998.

In the 1890’s it was the industrial unrest of 
that time which brought about the formation 
of the Australian Labor Party as the political 
arm of the union movement. While shackles on 
strikes are put on by conservative governments 
they are barely loosened, let alone removed, by 
Labor governments.

Limb also noted the right of workers to 
withdraw their labour is only available in a 

few countries in the capitalist world, including 
Venezuela (a capitalist economy but a socialist-
oriented government), Denmark, Italy, France, 
Norway and South Africa.

Strikes play a crucial role for the working 
class, as it gives them bargaining power in the 
fi ght for better conditions and the shared expe-
rience builds solidarity amongst workers and 
their communities.

At times, the entire union movement of a 
country will call a general strike as has hap-
pened in recent years in Brazil and Greece.

Peter Limb emphasised that workers 
needed to join unions and to fully support 
the campaigns by the union movement led by 
the Australian Council of Trade Unions that 
oppose unjust laws (“Change the Rules”). 
Not taking action, noted Lim, can also lead to 
misery and more misery and, as we have seen 
in Australia over the last 15 years: The low 
rate of strikes and industrial action in general 
accompanies low rates of pay – refl ecting the 
diminished ability of organised labour to exer-
cise its power.

The second speaker was WA state secre-
tary of the Construction, Forestry, Mining and 
Energy Union, Mick Buchan, whose union is 
in the direct fi ring line of the Liberal govern-
ment of Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull, as 
the union stands up to the bullying tactics of 
the government and employers.

Buchan said the latest attacks began under 
the Liberal government of John Howard, 
which moved away from enterprise bargain-
ing agreements when it launched its Australian 
Workplace Agreements under its anti-union 
WorkChoices laws. This was demonstrated 
during the construction of the Binningup Water 
Treatment plant near Bunbury, which began in 
2011.

The bullying tactics of the employer in 
that dispute involved it refusing to negoti-
ate and pushing the workers into confronta-
tion and eventually striking. Another instance 
is where sham contracting companies do not 
pay workers for weeks at a time, as happened 
during the construction of extensions to Perth 
Airport. Again, this forced workers to go on 
strike, which was then used as a pretext by the 
Fairwork Ombudsman to take the CFMEU to 
the Federal Court. Buchan pointed out these 
tactics by employers affect families and their 
workers – where corporations try to divide and 
rule amongst the workers. There are severe 
penalties involved in taking industrial action 
– especially against the union and its offi cials.

Buchan said, “We need to get rid of these 
unjust laws together as a united union move-
ment and not just a handful of unions.” Labour 
hire is also used as a weapon against organ-
ised workers as most labour hire workers are 

not unionised. Employment Minister Michaelia 
Cash takes her orders from the likes of Rio, 
Alcoa and South 32. In conclusion Buchan said 
it was important for workers and their commu-
nities and families to fi ght for permanency and 
the right to strike.

Formal v effective right
The next speaker was Tim Dimond, the 

principal research and industrial offi cer with 
Unions WA, who spoke about the right to strike 
as a formal right versus an effective right. In 
Australia’s Federal Constitution we do not 
have a Bill of Rights and therefore the right 
of workers to strike can narrowly be viewed 
as part of their ability to exercise their implied 
freedom of speech under the constitution, noted 
Dimond. There is a United Nations Covenant 
which theoretically grants workers the freedom 
of association to fi ght for just and favourable 
working conditions, workplace democracy and 
worthwhile living standards.

However, added Dimond, employers have, 
since the 1980s, used the courts, including 
common law and the law-making ability of 
parliament, to narrow the options available to 
unions to defend their rights at work. Under 
these conditions there has been a growth in 
insecure work arrangements, which in turn has 
led to increased diffi culty in organising. The 
consequence of decreased disputation with the 
boss has meant very little pressure in wages 
growth and stagnant household incomes.

This, is despite the huge strides in worker 
productivity and company profi ts. However, 
internationally, the situation is not uniform, as 
demonstrated in 2016 when the largest strike 
ever occurred in India, when millions of public 
servants went on strike. Dimond concluded by 
asserting the right to strike was only effective if 
it was exercised, which is why Unions WA sup-
ported the ACTU Change the Rules campaign: 
the rules are broken because they do not serve 
the interests of workers.

Ramon Martinez – a rank and fi le member 
with the CFMEU said, although the union 
tried to give its members a message about their 
rights and the need for militancy to defend 
these rights, the public were often misinformed 
by the corporate media and society as a whole 
loses when this occurs. Martinez said, while we 
may have democracy in this country, where-
by we vote for people to serve our interests, it 
was capitalism which mostly benefi ted by the 
way democracy operates as capitalism controls 
most of the resources under a liberal democrat-
ic system.

The Communist Party of Australia supports 
the rights of workers to strike to defend their 
wages, conditions, safety at work and a decent 
life and access to society by all. 

The right to strike
Politics in the Pub Perth

on
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Missiles “will be coming.” That’s 
the threat of President Donald 
Trump on April 12 in response 
to claims that the Syrian govern-
ment of Bashar al-Assad deployed 
chemical weapons in the Islamist 
rebel-held town of Douma. His 
warning seemed to be aimed 
more at Moscow than Damascus, 
however, with his tweet proclaim-
ing Russia should “Get ready,” 
because his missiles are “nice 
and new and ‘smart!’ ” Trump’s 
militaristic threats and reckless 
boasting set the stage for a major 
new US attack in the Middle 
East and increase the danger of a 
much larger international confl ict. 
Needless to say, such warmonger-
ing must be resisted.

The details of what exactly hap-
pened in Douma are still incomplete, 
to say the least. Medical groups that 
operate in rebel territory allege that 
at least 43 people were killed and 
500 more injured, exhibiting signs 
of exposure to chemical agents. 
The World Health Organisation is 
demanding access to the area in 
order to verify the claims, but it still 
can’t get inspectors into the region. 
Russia, Syria’s ally, says it sent a 
team of investigators and found 
claims of a chemical attack bogus. 
With US bombs now likely to fall at 
any time, proof of any use of chemi-
cal weapons may very soon be hard 
to come by.

The lack of hard evidence of 
what happened and who was respon-
sible is not deterring Trump, though. 
He has cancelled his planned trip to 
the Summit of the Americas in Peru 
and Secretary of Defence General 

“Mad Dog” Mattis cancelled a trip 
to San Francisco in order to stay in 
Washington. A “coalition” is appar-
ently being assembled, includ-
ing France and the UK, to take 
action against Syria within “24 or 
48 hours.” There are reports from 
London, though, that even Prime 
Minister Theresa May is asking 
Trump for more proof.

A Syrian chemical weapons 
attack at this time makes no sense – 
militarily or politically. Government 
troops were on the verge of rout-
ing the forces of Jaysh al-Islam, 
the Al-Qaeda-affi liated group that 
held Douma and surrounding areas. 
The rebels were already on the run, 
so why use gas now? The fact that 
such alleged chemical attacks seem 
to repeatedly occur just as Syrian 
troops are about to secure victo-
ry against Western-backed forces 
should raise a few eyebrows.

Truth, as the old saying goes, 
is always the fi rst casualty of war. 
Remember the Gulf of Tonkin? Iraqi 
WMDs? Create a pretext, then take 
action before anyone can prove or 
disprove what happened.

Regardless of whatever truly 
transpired in Douma, it is undeni-
able that the shifting of attention 
toward Syria could not come at a 
more convenient time for Trump. 
The offi ce of his personal lawyer 
and fi xer Michael Cohen had just 
been raided by federal prosecutors, 
who reportedly hauled off docu-
ments related to campaign fi nance 
violations and other possible mis-
deeds. The Mueller investigation 
seems to be closing in on the pres-
ident more every day, and former 

FBI Director James Comey’s tell-all 
book is due out within a week. The 
trade war with China is not going at 
all as planned, with Trump-voting 
farm states being hit particularly 
hard by new tariffs. And now, in a 
sign that Republican hopes of hold-
ing onto Congress in November must 
be quite grim, Speaker Paul Ryan of 
Wisconsin has decided to jump ship 
rather than go down with the crew.

With so many bad headlines 
swirling, what better time could there 
be for a new war?

Israel already fi red the opening 
shots with its air raid on Syria a few 
days ago, but now it’s Trump’s turn 
to get in the game. The sudden move 
toward military action in the Middle 
East and the sabre-rattling toward 
Russia seem like so many signs of 
a classic distraction operation. Don’t 
look here. Look over there.

Trump likely hopes that bran-
dishing US fi repower abroad will 
mute criticisms of him at home. Get 
the TV talking heads to rattle on 
about how he stuck to the chemical 
weapons “red line” that President 
Barack Obama supposedly failed to 
enforce and to stop speculating about 
hush money paid to porn stars.

But there are bigger things at 
stake in this geopolitical game than 
the legal troubles of the president. 
The domination of US imperialism 
in the oil-rich Middle East, seeming-
ly so secure when George W Bush 
launched his Iraq invasion in 2003, is 
increasingly challenged. Iran refus-
es to kowtow to Washington, and 
Russia is rebuilding its own network 
of alliances in the region after dec-
ades of absence.

The strategic interests of 
American capitalism are on the 
line, and voices not typically seen 
as friendly to Trump are jumping 
aboard the war wagon with him. The 
Washington Post, owned by Amazon 
billionaire Jeff Bezos – who is run-
ning his own Middle East business 
offensive in US-allied states (and 
Syria foes) like the UAE and Bahrain 
– is beating the drums of war louder 
than perhaps any other mainstream 
media outlet.

Telling Trump that “a few cruise 
missiles” won’t get the job done, the 
newspaper encourages the president 
to take advantage of the “capture of 
US and allied forces of a large part 
of eastern Syria” and “stabilise” 
the country. The whole affair will 
be rather cheap, The Post says, “a 
tiny fraction of the tens of billions 

spent on reconstruction in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.”

When it comes to the Mueller 
investigations, Trump may have no 
greater media enemy than Bezos’ 
Post, but the needs of empire make 
the strangest of bedfellows.

A war in Syria would be the fi rst 
act of the new “war cabinet” that 
Trump has assembled, with unrecon-
structed neo-con John Bolton lead-
ing the charge. For Bolton and those 
like him in the Washington mili-
tary establishment, regime change 
in countries such as Iraq, Iran, and 
Syria has long been a major goal. 
Unilateralism and military might, not 
diplomacy and collective action, are 
their preferred strategies. Bombing 
Syria may well prove to be the open-
ing salvo in a wider war with Iran, 
something long pushed by Bolton 
and strongly supported by Israel, 
Saudi Arabia, and the UAE.

While Syrians will pay the cost 
of war with their lives, we in the 
United States could end up paying 
for it with our democracy. A major 
military campaign now will make 

it much easier for Trump to attempt 
to fi re Mueller, quash the latter’s 
investigation, bring back outrageous 
actions like the Muslim ban, and 
initiate a new wave of deportations 
under the justifi cation of “national 
security.” And of course there will 
be the fi nancial costs paid in terms 
of funds that could have gone to 
schools, health care, and other social 
needs. As Reverend William Barber 
has said, “Disadvantaged communi-
ties here and abroad pay the highest 
price for militarism.”

With military strikes against 
Syria a near certainty within the 
coming days (or even hours) and 
Russia pledging to retaliate if its sol-
diers are in danger, activists across 
the United States must begin organ-
ising for immediate anti-war demon-
strations, call-ins to legislators, and 
more. The urgency of activating the 
peace sentiments of the American 
people as part of a broad-based 
resistance is apparent. We encourage 
our readers to be key players in that 
effort. The time is now.
People’s World 

Syria war danger: 
Time to resist is now
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Lamiat Sabin

BRITAIN: Opposition leaders and MPs are 
warning Theresa May against backing the 
United States in its threatened military action 
against Syria’s government without Parliament 
being allowed a say. They have been demand-
ing a Commons debate and vote before any 
new military action takes place, but PM May 
sidelined Parliament  and called an emergency 
Cabinet meeting instead.

There are signs that she is preparing to join 
US-led air strikes against Syrian government tar-
gets after claiming that “all the indications” were 
that President Bashar al-Assad’s forces were 
responsible for an alleged chemical attack on the 
rebel-held town of Douma last week.

Number 10 has not said whether Ms May 
was preparing to order British forces to join the 
US-led military action. Parliament is in recess 
until Monday, but Ms May has been urged to 
recall it early for an emergency debate and vote 
after aggressive public posturing by US President 
Donald Trump added to tensions.

He wrote on Twitter: “Never said when an 
attack on Syria would take place. Could be very 
soon or not so soon at all!”

It is fi ve years since he tweeted, during Barack 
Obama’s presidency: “Don’t attack Syria – an 
attack that will bring nothing but trouble for the 
US. Focus on making our country strong and great 
again!”

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn invoked the mis-
takes of the Iraq war as one of the reasons why 
MPs should have a say on Syria.

He said: “Parliament must be consulted on this.
“Surely the lessons of Iraq, the lessons that 

came there from the Chilcot report, are that there’s 
got to be, there has to be, a proper process of con-
sultation. We elect Parliament, we elect members 

of Parliament. They should have a voice in this. 
Cabinet on its own should not be making this 
decision.”

Warning that bombing now “could escalate the 
confl ict beyond belief”, he added: “Just imagine 
the scenario if an American missile shoots down a 
Russian plane or vice versa. Where do we go from 
there?”

Lib Dem leader Vince Cable and SNP 
Westminster leader Ian Blackford told the BBC 
that Parliament should be recalled immediately for 
a vote. Blackford also said: “I would simply say to 
the Prime Minister, be very careful, because you do 
not have a majority in Parliament.

“You are a minority government and you 
need to seek the consent of Parliament before 
you commit the United Kingdom to any action.” 
Shadow justice secretary Richard Burgon said fur-
ther military action in Syria could see the “US, 
Britain, France, Russia, Turkey, Syria, Israel, 
Hezbollah, Iran and possibly Saudi Arabia” become 
involved.

He added: “The threat of escalation is very 
real. I oppose this push for war. The PM must call 
a vote in Parliament.” Father of the House and Tory 
former chancellor Ken Clarke also joined the cla-
mour for a parliamentary vote.

He told BBC Radio 4 World at One: “To 
say that Parliament is just sidelined before you 
take such a serious decision is a very retrograde 
step. It makes parliamentary accountability fairly 
pathetic.”

Syrian opposition activists allege that poison 
gas was used on Douma, an allegation strongly 
denied by the Assad government.

The Organisation for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons has said it intends to send 
investigators to the town near the capital Damascus 
to seek evidence of a chemical attack.
Morning Star 

International

Another illegal war

Saudi arms sales unlawful No to war!
British arms sales to Saudi Arabia 
are unlawful and must be stopped, 
the country’s Court of Appeal 
heard last week. Campaign 
Against Arms Trade (CAAT) says 
there is a “clear risk” of arms 
being used in the commission of a 
serious violation of international 
humanitarian law in Yemen.

In February 2017, CAAT 
challenged the Department for 
International Trade’s failure to 
suspend licences to export arms 
to Saudi Arabia. The High Court 
rejected the campaign’s case in 
July, but CAAT is now applying for 
permission to appeal against that 
decision.

Martin Chamberlain QC, for 
CAAT, said that the Secretary 
of State, in seeking to determine 
whether there is a clear risk, must 
conduct an “assessment of the ques-
tion of whether a certain pattern of 
violations can be discerned in the 
past.”

He referred to a January 2017 
report by a UN panel of experts that 
had undertaken a “detailed exami-
nation of 10 incidents,” including 
an October 8, 2016 air strike on a 
funeral hall in the Yemeni capital 
Sana’a which killed at least 140 
people.

He acknowledged to Lord 
Justice Flaux that a military target 
had been identifi ed in that bombing, 
but he added: “You still don’t attack 
a hall with 500 mourners in it.”

Mr Chamberlain argued that the 
Ministry of Defence (MoD) was 
“not in a position to interpret wheth-
er [a target] was legitimate or not.”

He said that, of bombings 
tracked by the ministry, “despite 
their access to Saudi military liaison, 
the MoD has been unable to iden-
tify any legitimate military target” in 
three-quarters of the cases examined.

He also referred to a February 
2016 comment by Brigadier General 
Ahmad Asiri, offi cial spokesman 

for the Saudi-led coalition’s forces, 
“Now our rules of engagement are, 
you are close to the border, you are 
killed.” Chamberlain pointed out 
that, “if you declare an entire area 
a target of military attack, you are 
violating the principle of distinc-
tion” between military and civilian 
targets.

He also noted that the MoD 
“just doesn’t know whether Saudi 
Arabia has ever prosecuted or pun-
ished a member of its armed forces” 
for breaches of international human-
itarian law.

Before the hearing went into 
private session to hear secret evi-
dence, James Eadie QC said the 
government’s access to informa-
tion from the Saudis made it “better 
placed” to assess the situation than 
those relying on “open-source 
reporting” such as from the UN.

Judgement in the case was 
reserved.
Morning Star 

Britain’s peace movement must 
step up to stop the government 
rushing into a “potentially 
disastrous” war in Syria, the 
Communist Party’s political com-
mittee was told. Ben Chacko told 
the committee that, despite a lack 
of evidence to back up claims 
relating to the alleged chemi-
cal weapons attack on Douma, 
the media were showing “no 
restraint” – for example, attrib-
uting claims of the number of 
deaths and injuries to the World 
Health Organisation when the 
WHO itself said its fi gures had 
been provided by rebel groups on 
the ground.

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn 
was right to push for MPs to be 
given a say on military action, Mr 
Chacko said, but the outcome of such 
a vote was far from certain given the 
number of reckless warmongers on 
his party’s back benches.

“But this will provide a breathing 

space for the anti-war movement to 
rally against the nightmare possibil-
ity of direct military confl ict between 
US and Russian forces.”

Mr Chacko drew comparisons 
between the rush to judgement on 
Syria and the increasingly farci-
cal claims surrounding the alleged 
poisoning of Sergei Skripal and his 
daughter in Salisbury.

“It is testament to the total indif-
ference of the mainstream media to 
investigating the truth that expos-
ing the motives and inconsistencies 
in government claims has been left 
largely to social media and blogs 
like that of former ambassador to 
Uzbekistan Craig Murray, as well as 
some sharp articles in the Morning 
Star such as Kenny Coyle’s exposé 
of the media’s go-to chemical weap-
ons expert Hamish de Bretton-
Gordon, who turns out to head 
up a fi rm selling gas masks to the 
Ministry of Defence,” he said.
Morning Star 

Perth

Guatemala: Struggle for justice
Film and discussion

3-6 pm Saturday April 21
Perth Trades Hall 

Entrance through Beaufort Centre, 82 Beaufort St Perth

Introduced by Vinnie Molina, CFMEU WA State President

Drinks and nibbles provided
Organised by Friends of Guatemala – for more information call 0419812872

Guatemala lived through some of the most violent and repressive military dictatorships in the history of Latin America. 20 years after the Peace Accords 
the country is still trying to come to terms. The CIA backed coup d’état overthrew the democratically elected government of President Jacobo Arbenz in 

1954 that led to 36 years of civil war. The Guatemalan people were victims of genocide in the hands of the army and paramilitary forces.

Sydney
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Human rights 
hearings against 
fossil fuel companies
Readers of the Guardian might be 
interested to know that fossil fuel 
companies are under the spot-
light as hearings continue in the 
Philippines into their contribution 
to human rights harms resulting 
from climate change.

Youth, scientists, and legal 
experts are among those to testify 
in what is the world’s fi rst nation-
al human rights investigation of 
its kind into the “Carbon Majors” 
– 47 investor-owned carbon and 
cement producers, among them 
Shell, BHP Billiton, BP, Chevron, 
ConocoPhillips, ENI, ExxonMobil, 

Glencore, OMV, Repsol, Sasol, 
Suncor, Total and RWE.

According to chair of the 
Commission on Human Rights of 
the Philippines, Jose Luis Martin 
Gascon, at the opening of the fi rst 
hearing session: “We can no longer 
ignore the impact of significant 
changes in global temperatures and 
the rising sea levels on people’s 
lives. We have been witness our-
selves in this country to a spate of 
natural disasters and supertyphoons 
such as Ondoy, Sendong, Pablo and 
of course Yolanda, with grave conse-
quences. Some of the survivors and 
victims of these disasters who have 
directly suffered from them are here 
with us today.”

The investigation was triggered 
by a petition fi led at the Commission 
in 2015 by representatives of com-
munities across the country. These 
include survivors of super-typhoons 
such as Haiyan Yolanda), fi sherfolk 
from Alabat originally known for its 
rich fi shing grounds, communities 
living near Bataan coal power plant 
situated in the Central Luzon region 
of the Philippines, and civil soci-
ety groups, including Greenpeace 
Southeast Asia-Philippines.

The investigation has the 

potential to shift global understand-
ing of corporate responsibility for 
climate change, bringing attention to 
the role of fossil fuel companies in 
creating the climate crisis. The peti-
tioners aim to set the record straight 
by demonstrating that the coal, oil, 
and gas companies are the most 
responsible for the climate crisis and 
must take action to prevent further 
harm resulting from impacts.

Participating in the hearings are 
people from different sectors of the 
community, who have been impact-
ed by climate change; as well as the 
Climate Change Commission of the 
Philippines and other local and inter-
national experts. They will testify 
about climate science and impacts, 
the link between climate change and 
human rights, and the responsibility 
of fossil fuel companies to respect 
human rights.

As Lisa Hamilton, director of 
the Energy and Climate Program 
of the Centre for International 
Environmental Law (CIEL) and one 
of the expert witnesses, put it: “This 
petition is both a moral and legal 
plea to address climate change as 
one of the greatest threats to human 
rights of our time and an opportuni-
ty to uphold the rule of law where 

corporate actors that have contribut-
ed to climate change and knew about 
the foreseeable harms caused by cli-
mate change have a responsibility to 
respect human rights.”

The petitioners are demanding 
that representatives of the compa-
nies attend the public hearings and 
present their plans for phasing out 
fossil fuels in order to prevent future 
human rights harms resulting from 
the impacts of climate change.

More hearings are scheduled in 
the Philippines, the US and Europe in 
the coming months. The Petitioners 
hope that the Commission will con-
clude its investigation by the end of 
this year and issue its resolution in 
early 2019.

T Soukthern
Brisbane

On politics in sport
Britain is now talking about bans 
on the Soccer World cup in Russia, 
blocking a team attending – deny-
ing free citizens their rights. Any 
progressive person would have 
known that from the day it was 
announced, Russia had won the 
draw to host this major sport-
ing event that one of the Western 

governments would fi nd a way to 
try and sabotage this event.

Lest we forget the Moscow 
Olympics in 1980. The USA was 
the fi rst to put a ban on those games 
on the pretext of the USSR invading 
Afghanistan.

And so, we have British 
Chancellor Boris Johnson saying that 
Russia is acting like Nazi Germany 
of the 1930s! Has this puppet ever 
read history, right throughout the 
1930s the British Royal Family, The 
Windsors, the Bank of Westminster 
and many more British financers 
invested in Hitler’s war machine and 
endorsed and praised him.

In Australia the then Attorney 
General Robert Menzies, addressed 
the Australian Parliament stating 
what a grand, generous man Mr 
Hitler was, after meetings with Hitler 
in 1936.

Later that year that same 
Menzies tried to jail Australian 
workers who would not load scrap 
iron destined for Japan to be tuqrned 
into bullets to murder millions of 
Chinese and Korean people. As a 
result, he was given the nick name he 
more than deserved: “Pig Iron Bob”.

Allan Hamilton
Western NSW Branch

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

Dozens of Australia’s best-known and most 
successful actors, directors, screenwriters, 
producers and production crew – including 
15 Oscar winners – have penned an open 
letter calling on the nation’s parliamentar-
ians to protect the local screen industry 
and to act now to ensure it thrives into the 
future.

Actors Cate Blanchett, Chris Hemsworth, 
Sam Neill, Rose Byrne, Joel Edgerton, 
Deborah Mailman and Richard Roxburgh, 
directors Nadia Tass, Peter Weir, Philip Noyce 
and Gillian Armstrong, screenwriters David 
Williamson, Ben Elton, Andrew Knight and 
Jan Sardi, producers Penny Chapman, John 
Edwards and Michael Tear, Academy Award-
winning costume designer Lizzy Gardiner, 
editor Alexandre de Franceschi, Oscar-winning 
production designer Catherine Martin, cinema-
tographer Mandy Walker and Academy Award-
winning production sound mixer Ben Osmo are 
among more than 215 signatories to the open 
letter.

It has been released amid fears that the 
Turnbull government is planning to slash the 
local content quotas for television drama and 
children’s television.

The letter has been compiled under the 
banner of “Make It Australian”, a joint cam-
paign spearheaded by the Australian Directors’ 

Guild, the Australian Writers’ Guild, the 
Media, Entertainment & Arts Alliance and 
Screen Producers Australia.

In the letter, the signatories urge politicians 
to commit to growing the screen industry and 
ensuring it can compete internationally.

“Our ability to keep telling Australian sto-
ries on screen is at risk, our voices in danger 
of being drowned out by a deluge of overseas 
content,” they write. “And if our nation’s sto-
ries aren’t told, they die. And when they die, 
future generations won’t know who we are and 
what makes us, us.”

They are calling on politicians to help the 
screen industry in three ways:
• To evolve Australian content rules so they 

cover new media like Netfl ix, Amazon, 
Telstra TV, telcos and ISPs;

• To introduce competitive tax incentives so 
Australia can compete globally for fi lm and 
TV productions;

• To ensure public broadcasters and screen 
agencies are well-funded so they can 
continue commissioning ground-breaking 
new content.

The organisations behind the Make It 
Australian campaign are concerned that the 
Turnbull government is planning to reduce or 
abolish the local content quotas for drama and 
children’s television.

There has been bipartisan consensus in 
support of the quotas since the 1970s, but the 
free-to-air commercial TV networks have lob-
bied for them to be axed.

Already over the past three years, invest-
ment in Australian drama by commercial 
broadcasters has fallen by 30%, and if their 
reduced quota model had been in place in 
2016, it would have meant a loss to the indus-
try in that year of 40% of drama hours, $125 
million in budgets, and 3,500 jobs. Similarly, 
abolishing children’s quotas would mean no 
Australian children’s content on commercial 
television.

The Make It Australian campaign is also 
calling for reform to the tax incentives for the 
screen industry, including harmonising the pro-
ducer offset at 40% and increasing the location 
offset from 16.5% to 30%.

They ask: Have you emailed your federal 
MP yet to show your support?

The letter
WE are storytellers – writers, producers, 

directors, casts and crews who make screen 
stories that honour past Australians and con-
nect present and future generations to our his-
tory and to our values.

YOU are elected representatives – the 
custodians of Australia’s stories, our unique 

culture. You create the environment within 
which our nation’s stories thrive or die.

Ours is a partnership. And we need your 
help.

Our ability to keep telling Australian sto-
ries on screen is at risk, our voices in danger 
of being drowned out by a deluge of overseas 
content.

And if our nation’s stories aren’t told, they 
die. And when they die, future generations 
won’t know who we are and what makes us us.

That’s why we need to “Make it 
Australian”.

We need:
• Australian content rules to evolve, to cover 

new media like Netfl ix, Amazon, Telstra TV, 
telcos and ISPs;

• Competitive tax incentives; and
• Well-funded public broadcasters and screen 

agencies.
Then we can compete. Australians telling 

the diverse stories of our people, our country.
We call on parliamentarians, the custo-

dians of our uniquely Australian stories, to 
commit to growing our screen industry so that 
our Australian stories will be told to our chil-
dren, grandchildren and the generations of 
Australians that follow. 

Make it Australian

Culture
&Lifeby

Wendy Hughes and Gillian Armstrong on the set of My Brilliant Career (1979).
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Love, Simon
It has been long in coming but finally 

Hollywood’s fi rst teenage gay rom com which 
is sweet, funny, totally disarming and an 
entertaining joy. Based on Becky Albertalli’s 
young adult novel it centres on 17-year-old 
Simon Spier (Nick Robinson) who hasn’t told 
his liberal parents (Jennifer Garner and Josh 
Duhamel) or his friends his greatest secret, 
that he is gay. In the meanwhile he falls for an 
anonymous classmate online.

When he is threatened and blackmailed 
with being outed by the obnoxious school idiot 
(Logan Miller) it forces him to come to terms 
with his real identity.

With its John Hughes undertones director 
Greg Berlanti delivers a rich and smart coming 
of age tale that most teenagers, regardless of 
their sexuality, will be able to relate to.

It explores teen love, treachery and betray-
al and teenagers accepting who they are as they 
navigate the minefi eld that is high school with 
the added pressures of social media and cyber 
bullying.

The charismatic Robinson (Jurassic World) 
carries the whole fi lm beautifully with his 
nuanced performance, which captures Simon’s 
vulnerability, awkwardness and self-doubt.

The fi lm’s mantra is “everyone deserves a 
great love story” and you can’t help rooting for 
Simon to get his very own. The question is why 
it has taken Hollywood so long.

Maria Duarte

A Quiet Place
Never has the sight of a pregnant woman 

instilled so much fear and sheer panic as in 
this dark and brutal horror fi lm about a family 
whose survival is dependent on them not 
making a sound. The reason being human-
eating alien creatures who have invaded the 
planet that will “hunt you as soon as they hear 
you”

Actor John Krasinski’s impressive directo-
rial debut fi lm is a master-class in suspense and 
bone-chilling frights, where less is more and 
without anyone uttering barely a word through-
out. Most of the conversations are conducted 
in sign language, which is subtitled – must be 
a fi rst for a Hollywood horror – while sound 
plays a prominent yet sinister role.

It opens with a killer scene that sets the 
hair-raising tone for the rest of this terrifying 
horror set in a post-apocalyptic world. I saw 
members of the audience cowering in their 
seats, total on edge and holding their breath, 
desperate not to make a sound.

Krasinski, who also co-wrote the screen-
play, stars alongside his real-life wife Emily 
Blunt as her on-screen husband.

Blunt is extraordinary as a mother of three 
who desperately keeps her family safe as the 
impending birth of her baby looms ever closer. 
Every gamut of emotion and thought is refl ect-
ed on her face, which must be one of the most 
expressive in cinema today.

For someone who says he hates horror 
fi lms Krasinski seems a natural and I can’t wait 
to see what genre he tackles next.

MD

I Kill Giants
With a powerhouse performance by its 

young leading lady Madison Wolfe, this is a 
haunting and thought-provoking drama about 
a teen who is on a mission to protect her home 
town from an invasion of monstrous giants.

Is the eccentric bunny-ears-wearing (in 
honour of her spirit guide) Barbara really a 
giant killer or is her fantastical quest just a 
means to escape her troubled school and home 
life?

Based on Joe Kelly and Ken Niimura’s 
acclaimed graphic novel, this is a captivating 
and gripping surreal tale about a young girl 
who is forced to face her fears and demons 
with the help of her new-found friend Sophia 
(Sydney Wade) and school therapist (Zoe 
Saldana).

Reminiscent of A Monster Calls there is 
clearly more to this slow-burning drama than 
meets the eye as it walks a fi ne line between 
reality and fantasy.

MD

Wonderstruck
Todd Haynes delivered his last movie – the 

infl uential lesbian romance Carol – in 2015. 
And now he returns to New York again for this 
imaginative but eventually rather disappointing 
adaptation of Brian Selznick’s popular 2011 
novel.

Here, Selznick, whose The Invention of 
Hugo Cabret was fi lmed as Hugo by Martin 
Scorsese, adapted his own novel for Haynes, 
who delivers a fascinating, technically mag-
nifi cent story that, while technically impres-
sive on all counts, never quite decides 
whether it’s a children’s picture or an impres-
sive display of Haynes’s undoubted cinematic 
dexterity.

Wonderstuck interweaves the stories of 
two children searching for the truth of their 
lives, switching back and forth between their 

individual narratives. Haynes creates a pow-
erful nightmare sequence of wolves pursuing 
young Ben (Oakes Fegley) who, in 1977, trau-
matised by his mother’s death in a car crash, 
suffering hearing loss and living with his 
uncle’s family, runs away from Minnesota to 
New York to follow clues that may lead to his 
fi nding his father.

And, ingeniously, they meet, bond 
and finally find what they are seeking in 
Manhattan’s exotic Museum of Natural 
History.

Haynes knits in a parallel story in which 
deaf youngster Rose (Millicent Simmonds), 
obsessed with her silent film star mother 
Liliian Mayhew (Julianne Moore), travels from 
Hoboken, New Jersey, to New York in 1927 so 
that she can see her mother performing on the 
Broadway stage.

While Haynes’s technical skills are well 
supported – Carter Burwell’s score, Sandy 
Powell’s evocative costumes, atmospheric cin-
ematography and Mark Friedberg’s vivid pro-
duction design are particularly effective – and 
both youngsters give convincing and appro-
priately moving portrayals, I found it diffi cult 
to decide in the fi nal analysis if Wonderstruck 
is rather more an undoubtedly fascinating 
exercise in auteuristic fi lmmaking at its most 
personal, rather than an entirely acceptable 
children’s fi lm.

Alan Frank

Thoroughbreds
Corey Finley initially wrote this outstand-

ing skin-stretching suspenser for the stage.
Fortuitously, however, he reworked it as a 

fi lm and, making an exceptional movie direc-
torial debut, delivers a not-to-be-missed chill-
er that never relaxes its grip after introducing 
teenager Amanda (Olivia Cooke) as a horse 
killer.

Amanda then reunites with teenage former 
friend Lily (Anya Taylor-Joy) in her posh 

Connecticut home where, after slowly bond-
ing again, the girls plan to kill Lily’s stepfather 
drug-dealer Tim (Anton Yelchin).

Finley never shows his hand before play-
ing his unforgettable thrill-and-chill cards and 
his three leads never put a frame wrong while 
scraping your nerves raw and keeping you 
wondering what happens next.

The performances are picture perfect. So 
too are Lyle Vincent’s wide-screen cinematog-
raphy and Erik Friedlander’s distinctive drums 
and cello score.

You miss these unmissable 82 minutes at 
your peril.

AF

Death Wish
In 1974, Death Wish hit cinemagoers’ sen-

sibilities with the impact of a .45 and brought 
Charles Bronson stardom. Now director Eli 
Roth and screenwriter Joe Carnahan revive 
Bruce Willis’s action-man career with a slam-
bang, adrenaline-drenched update and the vis-
ceral impact of a .45.

Location switches from New York to 
crime-ridden Chicago where surgeon Paul 
Kersey Willis – convincing as medic and mur-
derer – turns relentless vigilante after home 
invaders kill his wife Lucy (Elisabeth Shue) 
and leave his teenage daughter Jordan (Camila 
Morrone) in a coma.

While cops assure him: “We’re going to 
get this guy,” Willis doesn’t wait and, wearing 
a hoodie and a grim expression, turns lethal 
avenger who – guardian angel or grim reaper – 
seeks bloody vengeance.

Cinematic intellectuals beware! Willis and 
all concerned simply deliver a powerhouse 
action thriller expertly designed to give paying 
action-enjoying moviegoers their money’s 
worth – and more!

AF
Morning Star 

The Guardian
Editorial Offi ce

74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010 Ph: 
02 9699 8844 Fax: 02 9699 9833 Email: 

guardian@cpa.org.au

Editor: Tom Pearson

Published by Guardian Publications 
Australia Ltd 74 Buckingham St, Surry 

Hills, 2010

Printed by Spotpress 24-26 Lilian Fowler 
Pl Marrickville 2204

Responsibility for electoral comment is taken 
by T Pearson, 74 Buckingham St, Surry 

Hills, 2010

Subscription to The Guardian
12 months: $100 ($80 conc / $150 solidarity) 6 months: $55 ($40 conc / $80 solidarity)
Special offer : 10 issues for $10 (new subscriptions only)
NAME:    ___________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________

_______________________________________POSTCODE:____________

Pay by  Cheque Money order (Payable to “Guardian Publications”)
Phone in details on 02 9699 8844 or info@cpa.org.au Or send 
to: Guardian Subscriptions
 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010
or by credit card:  Mastercard  Visa *$20 minimum on cards
Card # _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _
Amount: ________ Expiry Date: ____/____  Date: ________
Signature:________________________________________

Every Thursday 6:30 pm
GAELIC CLUB 1/64 Devonshire 

Street Surry Hills

Joe Nagy 02 9489 0530 jnagy@

froggy.com.au

www.politicsinthepub.org.au

April 19
AUSTRALIA’S ENERGY POLICY: HOW DID WE GET SO 
RIPPED OFF?
• Oliver Yates, CEO of the Clean Energy Finance Corporation
• Alex Hromas, Electrical engineer

POLITICSin the pub

Sydney

Film Roundup

Love, Simon – Nick Robinson’s performance captures Simon’s vulnerability, awkwardness and self-doubt beautifully.
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Denis Doherty

Friends and supporters of the Maritime Union of Australia 
gathered to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the dispute with 
Patrick stevedoring on Saturday April 7. Twenty years ago 
was a time when Australian unionism hung in the balance 
as it faced a concerted corporations-government-National 
Farmers Federation attack on the most militant of unions – 
the MUA.

As one speaker said, “They picked a fi ght and they lost!” 
Every speech was punctuated with loud cheering at the mention 
of victory. The reverse happened at the mention of names such as 
John Howard (PM of the time), Peter Reith (Industrial Minister 
of the time), Chris Corrigan (head of Patrick). The gathering hap-
pened in Maroubra which we were reminded was the name of a 
famous Aboriginal warrior; this gathering too was attended by 
many warriors of the working class movement.  

On April 8, 1998 Patrick dismissed all its workers and thus 
began one of the biggest industrial disputes in recent Australian 
history. The mood of those gathered to celebrate the victory of the 
workers and the union in that dispute was one of jubilation and 
justifi ed satisfaction. Paul McAleer, the Sydney Branch secretary 
of the MUA, was the MC and he introduced luminary after lumi-
nary from that time and now. Speakers included McAleer, fol-
lowed by Paddy Crumlin, national secretary of the MUA, followed 
by the key person from that time, John Coombs. Sally McManus, 
secretary of the ACTU, spoke about the lessons she learned on the 
MUA picket and how it was relevant to today’s battles.

The event was accompanied by the music of band Urban 
Guerrillas and the Trade Union Choir and so many chants of 
“MUA here to stay” that we all lost count. The MUA staff had 
also prepared a very good historical display from that time as well.

All that is left to say is: “MUA here to stay!” 
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Victory
20th Anniversary of Patrick dispute

Commuters 
continue to fi ght 
bus privatisation

“We stand with Lula”

Solidarity statement
Denis Doherty

Commuters are continuing to 
fi ght the privatisation of Sydney’s 
Inner West Public Buses. Glebe 
Residents, RTBU-Bus Division, 
CPA Maritime and the local 
Member Jamie Parker, Greens 
MP, staged a protest at one of 
the busiest bus stops on April 5, 
and plan to continue to hold these 
protests on following Thursdays.

Hands of Glebe organised the 
action at the bus stop on Parramatta 
Road near Bay Street.

Over one third of Sydney’s buses 
are due to be privatised on July 
1. The Transport Minister’s deci-
sion will see 1,200 bus drivers’ jobs 
threatened across the inner west bus 
region. On top of job threats, Transit 
Systems, which has won the contract 
for the inner west region, is plan-
ning on recruiting bus drivers from 
overseas.

The secretary of Hands Off 
Glebe, Emily Bullock, said the pri-
vatisation of the inner west buses 
is part of a war on Sydney’s public 
transport.

“The privatisation of the inner 

west bus region will see an increase 
in fares, cancellations and delays. 
The privatisation of Sydney’s ferries 
saw increases in fares, two times the 
number of trips cancelled and a 36 
percent increase in delays, all within 
the fi rst year.

“Mike Baird [then Premier] 
promised that the privatisation of 
Newcastle’s buses would result in 
‘better and more frequent’ services,” 
Ms Bullock said.

“Instead it has resulted in many 
commuters needing to catch two 
or three buses, when previously 
only one bus was needed. The new 
Sydney metro line is set to be the 
next casualty in this fi ght.”

About Hands off Glebe:
Hands off Glebe is an incor-

porated voluntary group meeting 
monthly in Glebe. Its ideals include: 
expansion of public housing; protec-
tion of heritage; public discussion of 
development proposals; full com-
munity consultation by government; 
commitment to a liveable inner-city 
environment for all residents and 
information sharing to all who live 
in our area. 

With stunned disbelief the world 
is observing the judicial, media 
and legislative lynching of Lula 
da Silva, the former president of 
Brazil and historical leader of the 
Workers’ Party.

The decision of the Federal 
Supreme Court by a vote of 6-5, 
to not accept the appeal of Habeas 
Corpus presented by the Lula’s 
defence team, after a marathon 
trial of almost 10 hours, revived 
the nefarious day in which the 
usurper Temer overthrew the Dilma 
presidency.

Once again the Globo news 
chain played a key role in the dic-
tates of Washington by reproducing 
the threats of a coup by sectors of 
the Armed Forces of Brazil.

The unfounded accusation 
against Lula about his alleged own-
ership of a property, given to him 
by a construction company as a 
governmental favour, constitutes a 
plot of the worst kind. Something 
like this can only happen when 
the obscenity of the right, the 
judicial, the media and the legal 
apparatus became the executing 
arm of the oligarchy and imperi-
alism to punish the people, their 

popular organisations and their 
main leaders.

This is the case of Lula, the 
beloved leader with the greatest 
popular weight in the history of 
Brazil. They are so afraid of him 
running as a candidate in the next 
elections that they made this judi-
cial farce to disqualify him by con-
demning him to prison. They don’t 
want him physically anywhere near 
those elections.

The accusation and the trial is a 
gross lie; there is not a single piece 
of evidence to accuse him. In only 
24 hours, this leader of Brazil could 
be imprisoned with a sentence of 12 
years.

We express our absolute repu-
diation of the rejection of Habeas 
Corpus, which constitutes a viola-
tion of the right of every human 
being to the presumption of inno-
cence, violating the Brazilian 
Constitution itself and the legality 
that they claim to defend with total 
cynicism.

They are the same ones who 
imposed the phony impeach-
ment against Dilma to remove her 
from power, the same ones that 
abuse workers and give away the 

wealth of Brazil. They are the same 
ones who, a couple of weeks ago, 
assassinated the councilwoman 
Marielle Franco of the Socialism 
and Freedom Party for fi ghting and 
denouncing the harassment and 
police abuse in the favelas.

They are the same ones who 
threw stones and fi red shots at two 
buses of Lula’s caravan just a few 
days ago. Although they appear 
before public opinion with an anti-
corruption discourse, they are the 
same; they represent the face of 
fascism.

Let international solidarity 
become a strong yell in the perma-
nent mobilisation throughout the 
world to accompany the workers 
and the people of Brazil, who are 
already mobilising in the streets in 
support of Lula.

Let’s use all possible ways of 
denunciation in social media with 
the question: Where is the proof? 
With the hashtags: #LulaLibre 
#LulaCandidato #GolpeNuncaMas

All our solidarity is with Lula, 
the workers and the people of Brazil 
on this day of infamy.

International Committee for 
Peace, Justice and Dignity


