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This week the Federal Court is hearing an
application by the Wangan and Jabalingou
people of central Queensland against the
Indian firm Adani’s proposed construction
of one of the world’s biggest coal mines,
at Carmichael in Central Queensland’s
Galilee Basin. The mine would consume
9.5 billion litres of underground water in
the region and 12 billion litres of water
from local rivers every year. Combustion
of coal mined at full production rate would
also result in a huge rise in global carbon
emissions.

The Great Barrier Reef and the Queensland
tourist industry are under threat from the pro-
posal, not only because the company wants to
dredge the seabed from its Abbot Point export
terminal to enable shipping to pass the Reef,
but also because rising sea temperatures asso-
ciated with climate change are devastating the
coral.

Adani claims it has the consent of the tra-
ditional owners for mining to proceed. But
the Wangan and Jabalingou people argue that
they are the owners, that they never gave their
consent and that many of the people cited in
Adani’s claim are not traditional owners at all.

The Wangan and Jabalingou people have
formally rejected the proposal four times.
However, in accordance with the Native Title
Act, during former court appearances they
were represented by Queensland South Native
Title Services (QSNTS), an amalgam of sev-
eral Queensland land councils. Members of
QSNTS other than the Wangan and Jabalingou
people were allowed to cast a vote concern-
ing the mine and many voted in favour of the
proposal.

As legal expert Dr Morgan Brigg observed:
“QSNTS ... services more than half the state
of Queensland, encompassing nearly all of the
gas and coal-rich areas of the state. ... QSNTS
badges itself as facilitating traditional owner
aspirations and self-determination, but the
[Wangan and Jabalingou people’s] experience
with QSNTS does not reflect this.”

Central to this week’s case is the question
of whether traditional owners really do have
the power to block a development proposal on
their land. The case has deep ramifications for
Aboriginal land rights with respect to the Wik
and Mabo determinations of the 1990s.

False arguments and
wavering politicians

Last Saturday with the South Australian
lections looming, Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull boasted that coalition trade policies
would boost the export of wine from South
Australia. However, rising temperatures are
threatening wine production in that state.

Climate scientists say a global temperature
rise greater than two degrees would be a catas-
trophe for agricultural production throughout
the world, and would result in global famines.

The Australian wine industry would probably
be ruined well before a global temperature rise
of two degrees.

Both major parties have genuflected before
King Coal over the Adani mine proposal.
Representatives of the Wangan and Jabalingou
people persuaded major overseas financial
institutions not to invest in the mine. The battle
against dredging thousands of tons of sludge
and dumping it in onshore wetlands or on the
reef was led by local community groups.

In response, the Turnbull government
wants to alter the law so that environmental
groups that take political action lose their char-
itable status and funding.

According to activist group GetUp, the
government also plans to fund the Adani
mine covertly by transferring money from the
government’s Export Finance and Insurance
Corporation to Adani’s suppliers.

The Corporation’s financial reserves
recently received a massive boost of $3.8 bil-
lion. According to the government this was
intended to facilitate the production and export
of Australian weapons, but it could also be
used to boost the export of coal.

The Australian Labor Party is divided over
whether to oppose the Adani proposal outright,
because that could lead to a loss of votes for
the Party in the Central Queensland electorate
of Herbert at the next federal general-election,
which will be called later this year.

State and federal governments have also
approved the Adani proposal, and if a new-
ly-elected Labor government reversed this

decision Adani might sue it for millions of dol-
lars in damages for a “sovereign risk” breach
of contract.

However, the law allows the federal gov-
ernment to backtrack on a development
approval if new evidence emerges that the
project would damage the environment.

And it has. A recent Climate Council
report revealed that combustion of coal from
the mine at the maximum rate of production
would result in the emission of greenhouse gas
at 1.3 times the current Australian emission
level from all sources, and that the gas would
have an ash content double the maximum level
permissible in Australia.

Labor leader Bill Shorten says “if [the pro-
posal] doesn’t stack up commercially or envi-
ronmentally, this project shouldn’t go ahead”,
and “we wouldn’t provide taxpayer funds” for
the low-interest $1.5 billion federal govern-
ment loan Adani is seeking to construct a new
rail line to transport coal to the coast.

But “shouldn’t go ahead” doesn’t amount
to an unequivocal statement that a newly-elect-
ed government would veto the project.

A vital issue

Labor risks losing votes if it doesn’t adopt
a firmer stance on coal mining and export. It’s
already in danger of losing the Batman by-elec-
tion in Victoria on March 17.

Nationwide, public opposition to the Adani
mine is mounting. In a recent opinion poll 65.1
percent of respondents expressed opposition
to the mine (up 13.2 percent over 12 months),
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69.1 percent agreed that burning coal con-
tributes to global warming, and 73.5 percent
wanted a halt to increased coal mining and an
expansion of solar power.

Some 53 percent of respondents who vote
for the National Party expressed opposition
to the mine, as well as 52.9 percent from One
Nation and 75.6 percent from Labor. Liberal
respondents voted 43.2 percent against and
only 34.7 percent in favour.

Nevertheless, the climate change deniers
are still busy. They will doubtless try to use
recent reports of massive snow storms in
Britain as evidence that “global warming” is
not taking place. But a one-off weather event
neither proves nor disproves the existence of
climate change. Moreover, scientists say that
climate change will not only include a gen-
eral warming of the planet, but also chang-
es to global ocean flows, including the North
Atlantic gulf stream, which will probably result
in severe temperature drops in Western Europe
and Britain.

The outcome of this week’s Federal Court
case concerning the Adani mine is extremely
important, not only because the Wangan and
Jagalingou people are directly affected, but
also because a verdict against Adani might
encourage Labor to finally commit to the prin-
cipled approach of phasing out coal mining
altogether.

That would be a victory not only for
Australia but also for the future well-being of
the people of the world. &
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From pit to port

On June 20, 2017 the Construction Forestry Mining Union
(CFMEU), the Maritime Union of Australia (MUA) and the Textile
Clothing and Footwear Union of Australia (TCFUA) lodged an ap-
plication under section 44 of the Fair Work (Registered Organisations)
Act 2009 to amalgamate following membership ballots. The amal-
gamation was strongly but unsuccessfully opposed by employer
organisations. On Wednesday Deputy President Gostencnik gave
the Fair Work Commission’s (FWC) go-ahead and set the date for
amalgamation at March 27.

The Australian Mines and Metals Association (AMMA) and
Master Builders Australia (MBA) have wasted no time in lodg-
ing an appeal to a full bench of the FWC. These employer bodies
strenuously opposed the amalgamation from the outset.

There was strong support from union members for the amal-
gamation. In a ballot conducted by the Australian Electoral
Commission, 84 percent of MUA members who voted supported
the amalgamation with 49 percent of members voting. Informal
votes were low at 0.4 percent. TCFUA held an attendance ballot.
Its members had a higher turn-out of 64 percent with 97 percent
of those voting supporting the amalgamation. CFMEU members
indicated strong support through membership meetings on con-
struction sites.

Objections from the AMMA and MBA hit the airwaves as soon
as the decision was announced. Steve Knott, AMMA Chief Executive,
described the amalgamation, if allowed to go ahead, as a threat to
the resources supply chain and Australia’s export revenues.

The new union would have a membership of more than 140,000
members and an annual income of more than $140 million. The
AMMA and mass media attempts to whip up fears over the amal-
gamated union ignore the fact that the majority of a trade union’s
income is used to employ staff and assist members.

“Allowing the CFMEU and MUA to form a new militant ‘Super-
Union’ will put the economy and jobs in jeopardy,” Denita Wawn,
CEO of the MBA said. “The MUA and CFMEU appear to share a
common belief that they are above the law and are renowned for
using tactics such as bullying, intimidation, and industrial thug-
gery,” Wawn said.

What she is referring to by such terms as “bullying”, “intimi-
dation” and “industrial thuggery” are nothing of the sort. The
language is designed to discredit trade unions and workers who
take industrial action, trade union officials who exert their rights
to enter workplaces, recruit union members, demand legal entitle-
ments and other such legitimate trade union activity. Without the
right and use of such methods workers would be powerless against
powerful and often corrupt bosses, in particular in the resources
and construction sector.

When these companies fail to abide by the law, fail to pay work-
ers their legal entitlements or provide a safe working environment,
nothing is said. But trade unions taking action to enforce workers’
rights are deemed to be breaking laws: laws that virtually outlaw
all industrial action, outlaw pickets and impose hefty penalties and
damages actions.

Both employer bodies are pressuring the government to put its
amalgamation legislation to a vote in the Senate. It provides for a
“public interest test” to be applied when the FWC is considering
union mergers. Trade unions that repeatedly break the law, no mat-
ter how bad the law is, would fail the “public interest test.”

Following the FWC decision, the national secretary of the
CFMEU, Michael O’Connor, stated, “Big Business has too much
power, we have record levels of inequality in our community, and
working families are finding it hard to make ends meet. ...We are
absolutely committed to a change of government, to changing the
rules to restore balance and fairness into our communities, and to
growing our movement.

“The combined strength of the CFMEU, MUA and TCFUA in
our new union will write a new chapter in Australia’s union move-
ment. Ordinary workers now have a powerful new force for change
on their side. ... Big business and the federal government should
now get out of the way so we can get on with winning better pay,
conditions, rights, and secure jobs for our member,” O’Connor said.

International president of the new union, Paddy Crumlin, said,
“Today is an important part of the renewal of our union and of
our movement.”

The decision is an important victory. It also creates an important
precedent for other trade unions that are discussing amalgamations.
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Businesses are currently said to be subject to “sovereign risk”.

A business can sue the government for breach of an agreement,

for example the arbitrary withdrawal of a mining licence,

but not for adoption of a new policy that adversely affects the
firm’s profitability. But under the proposed new Trans-Pacific
Partnership trade deal businesses would have a legal status equal
to that of the government, as though they themselves were sovereign
states. They could sue governments for introducing legislation

that adversely affects their profitability, even where the legislation
would serve the public interest. We intend to cover this extremely
dangerous deal very closely, but we need Press Fund contributions,
so please send us something for the next issue if you possibly can.
We offer our thanks to last week’s supporters, as follows:

Dr G Dittura $10, MM $10, “Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $15,
D White $20

This week’s total: $60 Progressive total: $1,190

Statement

Denounce
the gov’t terror listing
in the Philippines

The International Coalition for
Human Rights in the Philippines
(ICHRP) strongly condemns the
“terrorist” tagging of hundreds
of Filipinos by the government
of President Rodrigo Duterte.
A petition filed by Senior State
Prosecutor Peter Ong with a
Manila regional trial court on
February 21 and only made
public last week provided a list
of 461 names and 188 aliases that
the government sought to declare
as “terrorists”.

The list includes CPP found-
ing chairman Professor Jose Maria
Sison and his wife Juliet de Lima,
Luis Jalandoni and Coni Ledesma,
Benito and Wilma Tiamzon, among
other consultants of the National
Democratic Front of the Philippines
(NDFP) in the unilaterally cancelled
Peace Talks with the Government of
the Republic of the Philippines.

Among those listed are defend-
ers of Indigenous peoples. These
include Victoria Tauli-Corpuz,
who served as former chair of
the UN Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues before she was
named UN Special Rapporteur on
the Rights of Indigenous People
in 2014. Also named in the peti-
tion are: Beverly Longid, Global
Coordinator of the International
Indigenous Peoples Movement for
Self-Determination and Liberation;
Sandugo Co-Chairperson Joanna
Carifo; Cordillera People’s Alliance
Chairperson Windel Bolinget; and at
least 10 Lumad leaders in Northern
and Southern Mindanao.

Also in the list are nine members
of the human rights group Karapatan
arrested in November 2017 in
Negros, trade union organiser Maoj
Maga and NDFP peace consultant
Rafael Baylosis abducted and now
among the more than 400 political
prisoners in the country.

Many of those on the list are
identified only by aliases such as
@Boy Negro, @Kelly, @Fidel and
John Does. Practically anyone can be
a target of this mad witch-hunt.

Given Duterte’s bloody record

of extra-judicial killings where thou-
sands have been summarily killed
since he assumed office, this list
constitutes what human rights groups
call “a government hit list”.

He is effectively giving the mil-
itary and police the green light to
arrest, detain, abduct or summarily
kill the listed individuals. Various
reports including those of UN spe-
cial rapporteurs have found that ter-
rorist or communist-labelling had
frequently preceded cases of extra-
judicial killings.

Many in the list are peasant lead-
ers, union organisers, local activists,
human rights defenders and known
internationalists. It contains the most
ardent defenders of sovereignty,
social justice, democracy and peo-
ple’s rights in the Philippines.

The list is a vain attempt to
intimidate and silence Duterte critics
who are now calling for his ouster
and presents the strongest opposi-
tion to his increasingly dictatorial
and fascist regime.

Duterte’s ambition to “Build,
Build, Build” for foreign credi-
tors and investors is supported
by his repeated “Kill, Kill, Kill”
admonitions.

We continue to be deeply con-
cerned about Duterte’s instructions
to his military to “flatten the hills” as
he called for aerial strikes and bomb-
ings of Indigenous lumad schools
and communities to open the lands
for corporate mining and plantations.

There are strong indications
that Duterte’s red-tagging and anti-
communist witch-hunting are insti-
gated by the failing US global war
on terror and imperialist agenda in
the Philippines. These follow the US
listing of “foreign terrorist organisa-
tions” since 2002 and, most recent-
ly, the inclusion of the Philippines,
along with Operation Inherent
Resolve in Iraq and Syria, in its new
Overseas Contingency Operations
dubbed Operation Pacific Eagle —
Philippines, starting in October last
year.

The
cited

government petition
“terrorist and outlawed
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organisations, associations and/
or group of persons” pursuant to
Section 17 of RA No. 9372 of The
Human Security Act of 2007 pat-
terned after the US Patriot Act.

The undue termination by
President Duterte of the peace talks
between the Manila government and
the NDFP eliminated an opportunity
to address the fundamental roots of
the armed conflict in the Philippines.
It derailed efforts to offer substantial
socio-economic and political reforms
for the people and, instead, paved
way for intensified conflicts.

We call on all peoples and
nations of the world to join us in
denouncing the US-Duterte regime
for its anti-people war, fascist crack-
down and tyrannical rule. Let us urge
our governments to instruct their dip-
lomatic missions in the Philippines
to extend support and protection to
the listed individuals as they will be
facing acute risks to their lives and
safety.

We urge governments to sanc-
tion and pull-out all loans, aid and
support to this regime who has
totally lost any remaining sense of
legitimacy before the international
community.

We seek justice for all victims
of rights violations. We will move
to indict the US-Duterte regime for
its war crimes before an independent
international people’s tribunal before
the end of this year.

The Filipino people can no
longer suffer alone. We must make
the international indignation and cry
for justice and peace to bear on the
Duterte government.

We call for global solidarity and
protest actions before Philippine
embassies and consulates in all
major cities of the world against the
government’s terror listing.

Defend human rights defenders!

Free all political prisoners!

Stop the US war machine, stop
the killings in the Philippines!

Support the peoples struggle for
justice, peace, genuine democracy
and freedom! &
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

The meaning of peace is the absence of opposition to socialism.

J)

Karl Marx

Sydney film screening - Lucia
7:15pm-9:54 pm Wednesday March 21

Art Gallery of NSW

(The Sydney Central Branch is meeting at 6:30 pm outside on steps)
Other screening are: 2 pm - 4:39 pm Wednesday March 21 & 2 pm - 4:39 pm Sunday March 25

Dir: Humberto Solds 1968 (Cuba)

Lucia

159 mins 35mm B&W Unclassified

Lucia s a crowning achievement of the golden age of Cuban cinema. It tells the story of modem Cuba through three generations of women, each called
Lucia, across three historical epochs: the war of independence from Spain (1895), struggles again the Machado dictatorship (1933) and the 1960s.
Each third of the triptych unfolds in a distinctive cinematic style. Lucia 1895 is shot with operatic gusto. Solds’ camera encircles Lucia (Revuelta) and

her wealthy companions in the dying days of the Havana aristocracy. Lucia 1933 shifts from baroque to domestic melodrama. Here, Lucia (NGiez) is a

bourgeois schoolgirl who takes off with Aldo, a young guerilla fighter. The final section, set on a collective farm in Castro’s Cuba, captures attempts by Lucia

(Legrd) to break free from a backward husband with vital, slapstick energy. In the late 1960s, Solds — alongside fellow directors Tomds Gutiérrez Alea

and Sara Gomez — sought a new cinematic language adequate to the new Cuba. With state funding, the first generation of post-revolutionary filmmakers
unleashed a stream of formally innovative, politically urgent works which upended the image of Cuba as exotic island backdrop to Hollywood fantasies.



Guardian

Australia

Trade as plunder
Rebhadged TPP

Jan Martin

Secret deals with sneaky corpo-
rate intent must surely be the hall-
mark of international trade deals,
especially since the establish-
ment in 1995 of the World Trade
Organisation which extended the
General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade (GATT) to services
and intellectual property. Specific
to Australia in recent times is
the Trans-Pacific Partnership
(TPP), now to be known as the
Comprehensive Progressive TPP.

Guardian readers would be
aware that originally the TPP
involved the United States of
America which, via President
Trump’s announcement to with-
draw, in January 2017, killed it off;
much to the curious smiles of all
those involved in the six-year cam-
paign to expose the TPP’s injustices.

Speaking at a forum last
Friday March 9, organised by
the Australian Fair Trade and
Investment Network (AFTINET),
Dr Pat Ranald noted that “the
rebadged TPP still has 30 chapters
and 6,000 pages of legally binding
rules which suit global corporations
but mostly restrain future govern-
ments from regulating in the public
interest in areas like access to medi-
cines, essential services, the internet
and financial regulation.”

Only 22 clauses have been sus-
pended, but not removed, “pend-
ing the US re-joining the deal”. She
added that “many of the most harm-
ful clauses remain. The deal still
includes special rights for foreign
investors to bypass national courts

and sue governments for millions of
dollars in unfair international tribu-
nals over changes to domestic laws,
known as ISDS.”

Ranald explained that the 20
suspended clauses are mostly about
medicine and copyright monopo-
lies. Other governments had only
reluctantly agreed to US proposals
on stronger monopolies on biolog-
ic medicines and longer copyright
monopolies to gain access to the US
market. But the intellectual prop-
erty chapter still entrenches other
restrictions on government’s ability
to change such regulation in future,
which have been criticised by the
Productivity Commission.

“The Australian government has
not sought changes to provisions for
more vulnerable temporary migrant
workers, from Vietnam, Malaysia,
Japan, Canada Mexico and Chile
without testing if local workers are
available. This is contrary to its own
claims to have reintroduced such
testing. There have been no changes
to the chapters on trade in services
and state-owned enterprises which
could restrict future governments
from re-regulating essential servic-
es like TAFE, energy and financial
services, even if there are demon-
strated market failures,” said Dr
Ranald.

Michelle Higelin (executive
director, ActionAid) not only sug-
gested that the CPTPP was made
for the benefit of businesses in rich
countries, but had five fundamen-
tal flaws with, firstly, that women
are shut out of the decision-mak-
ing process and that secondly it
enshrines the feminisation of low
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“The rebadged TPP still has 30 chapters and 6,000
pages of legally binding rules which suit global
corporations but mostly restrain future governments
from regulating in the public interest.”

paid jobs. Thirdly, in poor countries
the removal of tariffs means less
money for governments for commu-
nity and social initiatives which are
particularly important for women in
developing nations.

And fourth and fifthly the
CPTPP like the TPP represents a
shift of power from citizens to cor-
porations and facilitates a priva-
tisation agenda. Jane Brock from

the Immigrant Women’s Speakout
Association outlined with heart-
rendering tales the way the CPTPP
will further the suffering of migrant
women workers.

After bringing together ques-
tions and comments from the
forum’s participants Ranald remind-
ed us that whilst the TPP has been
signed, the process is not over.
And whilst a Parliamentary Joint

Standing Committee on which the
government has a majority, may vir-
tually rubber stamp implementing
legislation, a Senate inquiry could
critically assess whether the deal is
in the public interest and whether
the implementing legislation should
be passed. “If it is not in the public
interest, we will campaign for the
Senate to block the implementing
legislation,” said Ranald. &

Support The Guardian
by donating to Press Fund

From the Archives

The Socialist, January 1980

FLOWERS TO MAKE
DAGURAGU PRETTY

THE GURINDJI 19662016

by/Hannah Middleton

CPA Maritime publications

Canwe movethe

Ptot
joiningit?

by Warn Sty

Publication

Cost

A Contribution to the 100th Anniversary

of the Great October Revolution $10 each
Can we move the ALP $5 each
to the left by joining it?
Flowers to Make Dagu Ragu Pretty $10 each

Taking the Party to the People
A Practical Handbook

$2
or free pdf
on request

To purchase a copy of any book(s) contact the branch
via peace@mira.net or the party office via the
usual methods. A must have for all our members and friends.
Postage costs 1 booklet costs $2.50, 2 booklets costs $3.50
3 booklets cost $5.50
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International Women's Day

The rate for the job

Phyllis Johnson *

The Guardian has kept the spirit of International
Women’s Day (IWD) alive in articles, photo-
graphs, greeting cards and meetings to advance
the causes of women’s struggle for equality and
status.

At the first Australian celebration of IWD in the
Sydney’s Domain in 1928, a member of the Central
Committee of the CPA, Edna Nelson dealt with equal
pay. Justice Higgins had decided that women would
only receive 54 percent of the male wage.

I was then 10 years old.

I grew up in a community well aware of the
ills and breakdown of capitalist society — the 1930
Depression, dole queues, hungry and unemployed
men waited for a bowl of soup, food handouts, with-
out clothing or warm blankets.

Children wanting one penny or one halfpenny
would be told, in a singsong voice, “Wait until daddy
comes home, daddy’s got money and mummy’s got
none”.

My father was on the dole.

He had no money either and in my grandmother’s
life it was even worse.

She had no power at all. She could not own prop-
erty, have money in her own name, she was not recog-
nised as the guardian of her own children, their father
was, she couldn’t vote, sue or be sued, she could be
beaten by him with a switch or rod no thicker than his
index finger and could not divorce.

A wife was a slave, the husband’s property.

There always have been, however, groups of ded-
icated women to fight these undignified inequalities.

In 1908, a Conference of socialist women met in
Copenhagen, Denmark, and dedicated March 8 every
year as International Women’s Day for legal, social

It took just about 80 years for equal pay to be
accepted (but only in principle), let alone full rights
and status.

In 1984 the Commonwealth Conciliation and
Arbitration Commission accepted the principle of
equal pay.

However, principle or not, many women still
work for peanuts.

In the last two decades women have fought and
won their place in the three tiers of government, play
a greater part in Australian culture, science, literary
and art bodies and have established women’s refuges
as a means of escape from domestic violence.

Abortion, rape and health centres and units
to screen breast cancer are quite well known and
widely used.

IWD calls upon all women, the peace movement,
trade unions and those active in the labour cause
to join hands to fight for the rights of Aboriginal
women and migrant citizens who have come to live
with us from the four corners of the earth.

IWD is an occasion to call on all progressive
people to join hands to build homes, schools, hospi-
tals and libraries.

The people can stop for all time the horror and
misery of war in Iraq or anywhere else.

Let us fight for the rights of all people, men,
women and children in the name of bread, liberty and
peace.

* Phyllis Johnson was a truly dedicated Communist
who never let up in the struggle for women’s and
other rights during her life-long commitment for a
better world.

This remembrance was written in March, 2004,
exactly one year after the US and its allies, the
“coalition o?/the willing”, invaded and occupied

Iraq. &
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and economic equality.

Phyllis Johnson.

Prisoners deprived of dignity

Some prisoners with disability in Western
Australia are having to endure the extra stress
and humiliation of having to wear nappies
because they cannot physically access a toilet.

One WA prisoner told Human Rights Watch
that his wheelchair can’t fit in the jail’s bathroom
or toilet. “I have to wear a nappy every day,” he
said. “I don’t feel like a man; I feel like my dig-
nity is taken away.”

An Aboriginal prisoner had the same issue
and had to urinate into a bottle.

The organisation released a new report “I
Needed Help, Instead I Was Punished”, which
details the conditions of prisoners with disabili-
ties face in Australian jails.

Researchers interviewed 275 people includ-
ing 136 current or recently released prisoners
with disabilities from WA, Queensland and NSW.

They were given unfettered access to 14 WA
and Queensland prisons.

Neglected

The report found prisoners with disabilities
are often neglected because of staff shortages, a
lack of training and resources. “People with dis-
abilities get lost in bigger prisons. If you’re not
screaming or kicking, and if your disability isn’t
visible, you’re under the radar,” a WA prison psy-
chiatric nurse was quoted in the report.

It also raises concerns about prisoners with
disabilities being locked in solitary confinement
as punishment for bad behaviour or after mental
illness episodes.

In one case, researchers said a female pris-
oner with a disability was kept in a windowless,
perpetually-lit, padded cell for an entire month.

One Queensland psychologist working on a
prison program said it was ethically challenging
to make decisions about solitary confinement.
“A (prisoner) is having suicidal thoughts and

you stick them in a box with nothing but their
thoughts,” the psychologist said.

The report said there was evidence prisoners
with disabilities were facing increased bullying,
harassment, physical violence and sexual abuse.

“I was sexually assaulted (by other prison-
ers) ... [ know at least one of them raped me, but
I kind of blacked out,” one prisoner with a cogni-
tive disability told researchers.

Guards were sometimes the perpetrators of
abuse, the report found.

“They catch you when you’re working by
yourself and touch your boobs, bum, or put a
hand around your waist. Or they make stupid
comments like “You’ve been here a while, you
must be horny,”” a female prisoner said.

Aboriginal people are over-represented in the
Australian prison population, as are Indigenous
people with disabilities.

Koori Mail &

Survivors of institutional child abuse

blocked from justice

Unnecessarily strict eligibility requirements
mean that many of the most vulnerable
survivors of institutional child abuse in
New South Wales and Victoria will miss out
on accessing the Commonwealth’s Redress
Scheme, says the Australian Lawyers
Alliance (ALA).

Last week New South Wales and Victoria
announced that they would be the first states to
join the Commonwealth’s Redress Scheme for
survivors of institutional child sexual abuse.
This means that thousands of people in those
two states will finally have access to redress for
abuse facilitated by institutions.

“New South Wales and Victoria are to be
congratulated for joining the national Redress
Scheme,” ALA spokesperson Dr Andrew

Morrison said. “This is a major step forward in
providing justice for survivors of institutional
child abuse.

“It is unfortunate that eligibility exclusions
in the Commonwealth’s Scheme will prevent
genuine applicants from seeking justice, and
will only lead to further litigation and likely
increase compliance costs for institutions,” Dr
Morrison said.

The Commonwealth’s draft law currently
excludes non-citizens and non-permanent resi-
dents from accessing the Scheme, regardless of
how compelling their claim might be, with the
option of creating rules to exclude others, such
as people convicted of crimes.

Excluding any groups will mean that the
promise of finally affording justice for some of

the most vulnerable members of our commu-
nity — children who suffered institutional abuse
— will not be realised, Morrison said.

“Any exclusion will only compound the
trauma that survivors of institutional abuse
experienced as children.

“The only eligibility requirement for
accessing the Scheme should be having expe-
rienced child abuse that a participating institu-
tion is responsible for.”

Morrison said the Scheme should allow
an external appeals process and also compel
participation by linking it with an institution’s
charitable status and that there is a need for
access to independent legal advice through-
out the claims process, not just after the offer
is made. This will ensure the Scheme runs

efficiently, and that survivors’ full stories are
assessed when they make applications.

Dr Morrison added that the
Commonwealth’s Scheme also fell short by
capping payments at $150,000, rather than
the $200,000 cap recommended by the Royal
Commission.

“The Royal Commission engaged in exten-
sive work prior to making its recommendations
for a Redress Scheme, including speaking to
thousands of survivors, in-depth research and
actuarial modelling.

“This is the Scheme that should be estab-
lished — anything less will merely perpetuate
injustice for survivors.” &
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Timor Leste’s oil and gas

Origins of a dirty dispute

Tom Pearson

Australia and Timor Leste have
signed a treaty at the United
Nations defining a new mari-
time border between the two
nations. Foreign Minister Julie
Bishop called it a “new chapter in
Australia—Timor Leste relations”.
The treaty settles in part the sea
border dispute over the Greater
Sunrise gas fields. The share of
the lucrative gas field remains
unresolved.

Australia has been forced to
accept an 80-20 profit share in Timor
Leste’s favour, but with the oil and
gas processed in Darwin. Timor
Leste wants a 70-30 split but with
processing done in its own country
to encourage the growth of a domes-
tic processing industry.

Timor Leste’s Borders Minister
Agio Pereira who signed the treaty
with Bishop, said the signing was
a “momentous day” that would be
“recorded in Timor Leste’s history”
but that the negotiations over the gas
field were not going to be “easy”.

The United Nations Secretary
General Antonio Guterres said the
deal was a further step in giving
full sovereignty to Timor Leste,
with independence in 2002 from
Indonesia being officially won fol-
lowing great struggle and sacrifice
by the Timorese people.

Timor Leste has now succeeded
in pushing the border out halfway
between the two countries, plac-
ing much of the oil and gas fields,
worth as much as $56 billion, in its
territory.

Background

In September 2016, the
Permanent Court of Arbitration
rejected Australia’s claim it had no
jurisdiction to conciliate the dis-
pute in the Timor Sea. This meant
Australia had to come to the table
and negotiate with East Timor. At the
time Foreign Minister Bishop was
quick to note that Australia “will not
be bound” by the international pan-
el’s outcome. At the end of the day,
Timor’s deal will still come down
to what the Australian government
thinks they can get away with.

Under the UN International Law
of the Sea, all the areas presently
being drilled are in East Timor’s half
of the Sea. The reason successive
Australian governments have forced

“1t wasn’t as
if the Timorese
were posing
some kind of
military threat Al
or hatching | -
some kind of 1
plot. This was |
really bugging
for commercial
advantage.”

East Timor, the poorest nation in
our region, to defer making a deci-
sion on the maritime boundary for 50
years is precisely because they know
that Australia’s position is untena-
ble under international law and the
UN Law of the Sea. This would very
quickly become apparent if the deci-
sion were decided by an independent
international authority.

The treaty on “Certain Maritime
Arrangements in the Timor Sea”
(CMATS) was signed in 2006
between the Howard government
and the government of Timor-Leste
(East Timor). The negotiations had
been tense over the years. Prime
Minister Mari Alkatiri and the ruling
Fretilin party were opposed to the
maritime boundary between the two
countries not being drawn half-way
between them. The theft had been
agreed between the Hawke Labor
government and Indonesia’s Suharto
dictatorship with a treaty in 1989 and
the boundary was a major factor in
Australia’s hypocritical, indulgent
stance towards Indonesia’s invasion
of East Timor in 1975.

In 2004, the then Howard gov-
ernment Foreign Affairs Minister
Alexander Downer promised to give

Politics in the Pub Perth

The Right to Strike

Thursday March 22

43 Below Bar and Restaurant
43 Barrack St corner Hay St Mall CBD (Opposite the Perth Town Hall)

In violation of workers' fundamental right to withdraw their labour and the
International Labour Organization's recognition of the right to strike as a fundamental
human right, Australian laws make it illegal and onerous for Australian workers to
sirike. Come listen to our speakers on this crucially important issue and participate in
the discussion as to how workers can win back this right.

Chaired by the CPA. Speakers from Trade Unions and the Community to be confirmed.
Free public event
Food and drink available at pub prices

For more info: 0419 812 872
https://www.facebook.com/events/138994056917883
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Alkatiri a “lesson in politics” for his
pursuit of his struggling country’s
interests. It would get royalties from
a Joint Petroleum Development Area
and that’s it. Alkatiri would soon be
removed from office in coup-like
circumstances.

The Howard government refused
international arbitration on the mar-
itime boundary. The Australian
public knew about the humilia-
tion of Timor-Leste’s representa-
tives in 2004 but it would not have
been aware that Australian spies had
bugged government offices in Timor-
Leste so that Howard’s negotiators
would have the drop on their local
counterparts.

Some years later, a veteran
spy told Canberra lawyer Bernard
Collaery about the shameful oper-
ation he had been involved in.
Collaery was acting for the gov-
ernment of Timor-Leste at the
International Court of justice in
The Hague. The Timorese wanted
the current treaty scrapped and a
new one drawn up. They insisted
the negotiations that led to CMATS
were not entered into in good faith
by Australia, a fact confirmed by the
whistle-blower’s revelations.

But rather than move to repair
damaged relations, the Abbott
Coalition government turned on
Collaery and “Witness K” — the
remorseful former ASIS agent —
and the government of Timor-Leste.
ASIO raided the lawyer’s Canberra
office and seized large numbers of
files. Witness K had his passport
confiscated to prevent him giving
evidence on the matter at The Hague.
They could both be slapped with
criminal charges.

Attorney-General George
Brandis insisted the heavy-handed
actions were in the oft-cited “nation-
al interest”. But they are ultimately
in the interest of oil and gas compa-
nies (such as generous Liberal Party
donor Woodside Petroleum).

“Five eyes” spies
Australian security agencies spy
on their own citizens and they help
the US, UK and others to do so, too.
The “five eyes” — the intelligence
networks belonging to the US, UK,
Canada, Australia and New Zealand

— help each other to keep tabs on
individuals, groups, political, mili-
tary and other developments of inter-
est across the globe. Australia is a
junior member of this club and most
people realise its basic purpose is to
serve US strategic interests, especial-
ly in the Asia-Pacific region.

Despite this “deputy-sheriff”
status, Australia has considerable
spooking capacity of its own and
puts this at the service of trans-
nationals operating in Australia.
Nothing is allowed to get in the way
of the “national interest”; not even
if it means cheating one the world’s
poorest nations out of much of its
potential oil and gas revenues.

The Abbott government was
fuming on investors’ behalf that
Timor-Leste stood up for a pipe-
line to allow processing of offshore
resources on its territory rather than
aboard a floating plant. At the same
time, Australia posed as a friend and
generous benefactor to our northern
neighbour.

Peter Galbraith, head nego-
tiator for Timor-Leste in 2004,
was not fooled. His reaction to the
spying revelations says it all about
Australia’s deteriorating reputa-
tion in the region. “You know, it’s
hard to imagine that would really be
done by a friendly government and
especially for what were essentially
commercial negotiations. That really
seems there wasn’t a national secu-
rity issue here for Australia. It wasn’t
as if you know, the Timorese were
posing some kind of military threat
or hatching some kind of plot. This
was really bugging for commercial
advantage,” he told the ABC’s Four
Corners program.

At issue in the maritime border
dispute are royalties estimated at
between $10 billion and $20 billion
over the next 30 years.

Origins of dispute

The current dispute has its ori-
gins in Australia’s relations with
and support for the brutal Suharto
dictatorship in Indonesia. In 1972,
Australia obtained an agreement
from Indonesia that the end of the
continental shelf to our north west
would be the boundary between
Australia and Timor even though the

border is only 60 kilometres from the
coast of East Timor.

On the eve of Indonesia’s inva-
sion in 1975, Australia’s then ambas-
sador in Jakarta, Richard Woolcroft,
advised the Whitlam government
that Indonesia would be easier to
deal with over the natural resourc-
es in the Timor Sea than the gov-
ernment of the newly-independent,
former Portuguese colony of East
Timor. Australia stood by and 24
years of genocidal occupation by
Indonesia’s military followed.

In 1989, Foreign Minister in the
Hawke Labor government, Gareth
Evans, and Indonesian Foreign
Minister, Ali Alitas, toasted a deal to
share out the oil and gas resources
off the coast of Timor from the com-
fort of a jet flying high above the
stolen territory.

In 2002, the Australian govern-
ment withdrew from UN Convention
of the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)
negotiations in the International
Court of Justice. In circumstances
like those involving Australia and
East Timor, UNCLOS lays down
that the border of the states should
be the median line drawn half-way
between them.

Such an arrangement would
have seen East Timor in charge of
90 percent of the Sea’s oil and gas.
As it stands, it gets 90 percent of
the royalties from the Bayu Undan
field within the Joint Petroleum
Development Area (JPDA),
described in the Timor Sea Treaty of
2002. However, the largest fields by
far — Laminaria and Greater Sunrise
— are located outside the JPDA and
from these East Timor would only
get 20 percent of the royalties on the
Greater Sunrise gas field. It should
be noted that the Laminaria field is
totally within East Timor’s half of
the Timor Sea, as are most of the
Sunrise and Troubador fields.

East Timor had refused to ratify
the Timor Sea Treaty. It wanted
Australia to return to the jurisdiction
of the International Court of Justice
and UNCLOS for the adjudication of
the maritime boundary and it wanted
the royalties from the fields outside
the JPDA to be held in trust (escrow)
until the dispute was finalised. &



6  Mach 14,2018

Magazine

Guardian

Israel’s deepening involvement

in the Syrian war

Israel has recently been intensifying air
strikes and the arming of anti-government
forces in Syria, some of which are close
to Al-Qaeda. Professor As’ad AbuKhalil
explains how Israel’s activity in Syria

is part of a larger pattern of its overall
foreign policy engagement around the
worl

BEN NORTON: It’s the Real News
Network. I’'m Ben Norton reporting from New
York. While the war in Syria has been winding
down, Israel has been ramping up its support
for anti-government rebels inside the coun-
try. A report in the Israeli newspaper Haaretz
noted that the Israeli government is supporting
at least seven Islamist groups in the occupied
Golan Heights, an area of Syrian territory that
has been illegally occupied by Israel for five
decades.

Israel is directly providing Syrian rebels
with arms and ammunition, as well as giving
them money to buy more weapons. This fol-
lows previous reports that Israel has given
assistance to Al-Qaeda in Syria, treating
wounded Jabhat al-Nusra fighters in its hospi-
tals free of charge.

Earlier this month, Israel launched air-
strikes on a dozen Syrian and Iranian targets
inside Syrian territory after an Iranian drone
allegedly entered Israeli airspace. The founder
of Syrian Al-Qaeda praised the Israeli attacks
and called for more on Syria. A top Israeli Air
Force official furthermore revealed that the
Israeli military has carried out thousands of
missions in Syria in the last year alone.

The Lebanese government, on the other
hand, has condemned Israel for repeatedly vio-
lating its airspace in order to launch attacks on
Syria. Lebanon filed a formal complaint with
the United Nations, but the Israeli airstrikes
have continued.

We are joined by scholar, As’ad AbuKhalil
to discuss Israel’s attack and support for oppo-
sition groups inside Syria. As’ad AbuKhalil
is a leading expert on Middle East politics.
He’s also a professor of political science at
California State University, Stanislaus, and he
regularly writes at his website The Angry Arab
News Service. Thanks so much for joining us
As’ad.

AS’AD ABUKHALIL: Thank you for
inviting me.

BEN NORTON: Professor AbuKhalil,
we’ve heard for a long time in many main-
stream media reports, even from government
officials that Israel has played a neutral role
in the war in Syria, that Israel has simply just
been watching and the war has been going on
now for seven years without any kind of inter-
vention from its Israeli neighbour.

What do you think about this talking point?
Of course, we now have in the past several
months seen media reports that demonstrate
that this narrative is completely wrong. What
has Israel’s role been in the war in Syria? And
why does this narrative continue to dominate
much of the discourse on the war?

AS’AD ABUKHALIL: Well, I think that
the notion of Israeli neutrality about any con-
flict throughout the region, if not the whole
world, is absolutely fallacious given the record
of Israeli involvement in so many affairs of the
world. I mean, if you look at Latin America
and Africa, Israel has always been involved,
always on the worst side of any conflict. So,
even if there are two bad sides, you can always
bet Israel on the worst side.

And in fact, anybody who has studied the
contemporary history of the Arab world will
notice that Israel has been involved heavi-
ly, militarily and politically. And, through its
intelligence, involved in civil war wherever it
erupted throughout the region. If you are talk-
ing about the Western Sahara of the 1970s. If
you’re talking about the Southern Sudan con-
flict in the 1960s, *70s, and ’80s, if you talk
about the Jordanian Black September of 1970,
if you talk about the Lebanese civil war for
over a decade, if you talk about the Kurdish

revolt in Iraq in the 1960s and *70s, if you talk
about the Omani rebellion in Dhofar in the
1970s, if you talk about the Yemeni conflict,
the first one in the 1960s or the current one,
Israel is heavily involved.

And we can add that now to the record of
Israel, the Syrian civil war. There is no ques-
tion Israel has been involved.

Now, it is very important to note that [ am
not saying that all rebels in Syria are agents
of Israel. But on the other hand, it is certain-
ly clear that the Syrian conflict has gone out
of the hands of the Syrian people and has
become multiple proxy wars between a variety
of parties. And each side has its own reflec-
tive middle militias inside the country. And
just like Israel operated in Lebanon, we know
its method of operation. It is not that sneaky.
It is too obvious to notice that it has armed,
sponsored, coddled, helped, sheltered various
militias of its own inside Syria that were doing
Israel’s bidding.

Two levels of involvement

So, there are two levels of Israeli involve-
ment in the Syrian war. One is direct spon-
sorship and arming and financing of certain
militias. There are two militias that are named
as arms of the Israeli occupation army inside
Syria. And there are others that we don’t even
know the names of, that some of them operate
within the larger umbrella of this broad name
of the Free Syrian Army. But as you point out
in the intro, Israel has been extremely close
with the Al-Qaeda in Syria. I mean, if only the
American people would know that the largest
recipient of US military economic aid has been
in very strong alliance with Al-Qaeda, operat-
ing in Syria for the purposes of Israel.

The second layer of its involvement is, of
course, that Israel has now become a very close
ally of Gulf countries throughout the Middle
East, and as a result it is safe to assume that
all of the militias that received Qatari or UAE
or Saudi funding and arming are also facili-
tated and helped by the Israelis. And I heard a
Palestinian from the United States who visited
occupied Palestine, and she visited hospitals
inside occupied Palestine, and she says since
the beginning of Syrian conflict, there are cer-
tain sections of hospitals that are completely
cordoned off, where people are banned from
entering because that’s where Al-Qaeda has
been receiving the humanitarian assistance of
the Israeli occupation government.

BEN NORTON: You mentioned that
Israel has intervened in many conflicts through-
out the world. You also mentioned Latin
America, especially the civil war in Colombia,
the wars in Central America. It’s also interest-
ing because we’ve seen this kind of counter-
insurgency tactic that was used in those wars
in Central America has been imported into the
Middle East, especially in the war in Syria,
also the war in Iraq before that.

And part of that counterinsurgency strat-
egy is to ramp up tensions and violence at a
moment where it looks like there may be
some kind of political diplomacy and a move
toward winding down the conflict. So, when
it looks like the war in Syria is finally coming
to a conclusion, after many years of horrific
destruction, why do you think we see reports
that not just Israel but other US allies are actu-
ally increasing support for rebels instead of
winding down that support and moving toward
peace?

AS’AD ABUKHALIL: In response to this
question, I can say, when we speak about con-
flict in the Middle East today, it would not be
an exaggeration if we refer to Israel, UAE and
Saudi Arabia interchangeably. There is such a
solid, firm alliance by the three governments
that they are now operating far and beyond
the borders of Syria. There is such mutual
cooperation.

BEN NORTON: And they’re all backed
by the United States?

AS’AD ABUKHALIL: All backed by
the United States, no doubt about that. And
the United States looks with great favour, to

use the language of the Balfour Declaration, at
such cooperation between its Gulf potentates
and the occupation government of Israel.

I should also say that, as a student of the
Lebanese Civil War, and [ was writing about
that in Arabic the other day, Israeli and Israeli
militias inside Lebanon has throughout the war
been responsible not only for the instigation
of the war itself in 1975, I mean, Israeli mili-
tias have been receiving training and arming
by Israel since the 1960s, and they were basi-
cally edging for a conflict because the aim of
Israel was to smash the Palestinian resistance
movement.

Peace violator

And throughout the conflict from 1975
until 1991, whenever there was a lull, a cease-
fire, militias of Israel were always the first to
violate the ceasefire because they wanted a
prolongation of the conflict. They did the same
in the Iran-Iraq War. They did the same in the
Southern Sudanese conflict. They did the same
in the Yemeni conflict, and they have certainly
been doing the same in Syria.

Israel feels much more secure if its neigh-
bours are basically diverted by civil war that
will allow Israel to interfere more heavily in
their own affairs. And so, it makes sense that
Saudi Arabia, UAE and Israel, this triangle,
does not want in any way to achieve a mod-
icum of reduction in hostility or a certain
arrangement that would reduce violence. They
want the prolongation of the suffering of the
Syrian people, no question about that.

BEN NORTON: And what do you think
about the state of the Syrian opposition that
Israel and other countries are supporting? I
mean, clearly, there’s no question that the
Syrian government is very repressive. This is
an authoritarian police state and we constant-
ly hear that repeated correctly in many media
reports. But what we never hear is the state
of the actual opposition that is backed by the
United States, Israel, Saudi Arabia, Turkey and
Qatar. Who are these rebels exactly? And why
are they never really named in detail, why is
their politics never actually acknowledged in
media reports?

AS’AD ABUKHALIL: In the case of
Syria ... I feel that early on in the conflict, there
was a desire on the part of Western media,
and governments, and Gulf regimes to present
an image of Syrian rebels who are democrat-
ic, feminist, and sometimes even progressive

Marxists. And Western media, the correspond-
ents in Beirut, those who have been the lousiest
correspondents of any region that I have ever
seen in my own lifetime, have made such an
effort to beautify and to distort the record of
who these rebels are in order to create public
opinion, support and sympathy on the part of
these rebels.

Now, however, the conflict has gone on
long enough for us to really discard all these
clichés and propaganda labels that were
bestowed on these rebel groups. And now we
know they basically were middle militias of
various countries. There were some militias
that were loyal to Turkey, some were loyal to
Qatar, some to the UAE, some Saudi Arabia,
some to the US government, to various branch-
es of the US government military intelligence
apparatus, some to Jordan, some to Israel.

And as a result, the welfare and the desires
of the Syrian people were discarded by all
these groups. And of course, there was inter-
vention by other parties like Hezbollah in
Lebanon, Iran, Shiite militias. So, it was a free-
for-all. And that’s why we can say this con-
flict has slipped out of the hand of the Syrian
people, really.

BEN NORTON: Yeah. Can you talk a
little bit about what’s going on in the Golan
Heights? Many of these reports about Israeli
support for rebels are specially about rebel
groups inside the occupied Golan Heights,
which according to international law have been
illegally occupied by Israel for five decades.
This is sovereign Syrian territory.

AS’AD ABUKHALIL: Well, what scares
Israel, of course, and Israel should be scared
like any occupation power, is that resistance
groups from Lebanon that have been very
effective in humiliatingly defeat, and embar-
rassed the mighty Israeli army in 2006, and
even prior, are now establishing a presence
inside Syria close to the borders. Israel wants
eternal rule for its occupation throughout the
Middle East, in Palestine and elsewhere. Israel
still occupies lands that belong to Jordan, to
Palestine, to Syria, and to Lebanon, and wants
that to continue forever and wants the world to
find this brutal occupation to be pleasurable by
the people under its rule.

Well, it’s not going to be like that. And for
that reason, Israel wants to expand its zone
of hegemony and rule in the Golan Heights
area and beyond it, and to prevent any pres-
ence from resistance groups from Lebanon to
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establish a foothold there. Some of them, by
the way, are secular groups. The Israelis also
are very much of the opinion that only Israel
should have the right to interfere in Syrian
affairs and to violate Syrian airspace and ter-
ritory. And well, that has changed, and that’s
what is irksome to the occupation government
of Israel. It is also the case where, just like they
did in Lebanon in 1976, Israel is wanting to
establish, through some Syrian rebels, mili-
tias like the South Lebanon Army to become
a vehicle of its own terrorism and occupa-
tion, and to basically protect the occupation of
Israel.

BEN NORTON: We’ll wind down here,
but I want to get your opinion on this last point.
We have these many mainstream media reports
now that acknowledge that Israel is funding,
training and supporting many of these rebel
groups inside Syrian territory. Yet at the same
time, we’ve heard many figures in the West
who claim to be pro-Palestine activists, many
of them are supportive of or very soft on Gulf
monarchies, who insist that one cannot oppose
the Syrian opposition. Specifically, I'm talking
about the opposition, regardless of what you
think about the Syrian government, the argu-
ment they’ve made is that if you truly support
liberation for the Palestinian people, you must
also support the Syrian opposition, despite
the fact that it is entirely bankrolled by many
of these very reactionary, also hyper-authori-
tarian regimes. What do you think about that
argument?

AS’AD ABUKHALIL: Well, I don’t think
anybody should tell me who should I sup-
port and should not support. And I certainly
do not take dictates from representatives of
Gulf regimes, who now control the bulk of
Arab media and much of Arab social media as
well, that they will decide the criteria of sup-
port for the Palestinians. I find that ironic given
the lousy record of Gulf regimes against the
Palestinian people.

Look at the way they have covered up the
relocation of the US embassy from occupied
Jaffa to occupied Jerusalem with tacit Arab
government support. They are very much in
the same trench with the state of Israel, and
I believe certainly that the, look, I do believe
that advocacy for Palestine should be predi-
cated on ... and I do believe that advocacy for
Palestine should not be tainted with ties to
oppressive governments that have bad records
on the Palestinian question. &

Magazine

March 14,2018 7

The Imperial Cup

Jimmy Doran

Let’s make no mistake about it: despite the
merry-go-round of posturing in the Brexit
negotiations, it is and always was two
imperial powers locked in a phoney war of
position; and the concerns of Irish citizens
are of little interest to either Britain or the
EU. The interests of the British working
class are also irrelevant, as both sides of
the imperialist coin will always defend big-
business interests, the interests of capital,
in their own regions above all else.

Despite all the talk about Britain’s border
— soon to be Britain’s and the EU’s border — in
Ireland, neither Dublin nor Belfast will have
any say in the final decision, which will be
made in Brussels, despite guarantees being
declared by all and sundry.

Surely at this stage the reality that the EU
doesn’t have friends, only interests, must be
sinking in. One need only look at the EU’s
decision to force the Irish people to pay off
42 percent of all European private banking
debt, despite having less than 2 percent of its
population, or any of a number of anti-work-
er judgements made in the EU Court. The EU
will always act in the interests of big monopoly
businesses.

Arlene Foster and her constituents need to

Final: EU v UK?

realise that Britain’s business interests come
first, not a tiny colony to the west that has little
to contribute any more in the form of com-
merce. It is purely a nostalgic trinket of the
British Empire, though nevertheless still useful
as a military base for NATO, guarding Britain’s
“back door,” and a launch pad for their partner
in the “special relationship” that is American
imperialism.

The imperial mentality was on display last
month when Britain’s secretary of state for
Northern Ireland, Karen Bradley, referred to
the North as “the colony” and insisted on the
right of the colonial overlord, Theresa May, to
travel anywhere in her dominion whenever she
wished.

Margaret Thatcher famously once said that
Belfast was as British as Finchley; but those
who cling to this belief need only look at the
average industrial wage in Britain, compared
with the North: £26,700 in Britain, £21,800 in
the North. So, they should think again about
whose interests the British rule in — certainly
not the working class of the Six Counties.

They would do better to look south, despite
all its faults under capitalism. The average
industrial wage in the South is €37,000, which
amounts to £32,600 — substantially higher than
both the North and British rates, as is the mini-
mum wage.

Strengthening links between North and
South is in the best interests of all workers in
our country. It is not an easy task when the
leader of unionism looks on an Irish Language
Act as “like feeding a crocodile, it will always
come back for more” — the old colonial mental-
ity exposed once again. Unionism fears equal-
ity more than anything, because with it comes
the loss of power, the power they have held
onto and abused since partition. Unionism and
democracy are incompatible.

Unionism, like the EU, does nothing for
the working class. This is the time for work-
ing people to join together and fight back
against the triple lock of imperialism — British,
European, and the real masters, American
imperialism — that have together prevented our
people reaching their full potential.

The working class, from Belfast to Cork,
needs to move on to struggle for and find solu-
tions that suit our class and put our class inter-
ests first. As we know from long and bitter
experience, if you separate the social (class)
question from the national question, or the
national question from the social (class) ques-
tion, it has ended in defeat for working-class
forces. Only the working class can cast off the
imperial yoke and build a socialist Ireland, a
workers’ republic for us all to share equally.
Socialist Voice &

The storm is breaking!

Maxim Gorky was born 150 years ago this month. His works
remain widespread on all continents and contribute to the
consolidation of proletarian class-consciousness.

Gorky’s socialist-realist method is his ground-breaking world
literary achievement. His books, stories and plays continue to
be a touchstone and benchmark for socialist writers all over the
world. We wish to pay tribute to him by printing here a poem

for which he became famous.

Storm Petrel (1901)

High above the silvery ocean winds are gathering the storm-clouds,
and between the clouds and ocean proudly wheels the Stormy Petrel, like

a streak of sable lightning.

Now his wing the wave caresses, now he rises like an arrow, cleav-
ing clouds and crying fiercely, while the clouds detect a rapture in the

bird’s courageous crying.

In that crying sounds a craving for the tempest! Sounds the flaming
of his passion, of his anger, of his confidence in triumph.

The gulls are moaning in their terror — moaning, darting o’er the
waters, and would gladly hide their horror in the inky depths of ocean.

And the grebes are also moaning. Not for them the nameless rap-
ture of the struggle. They are frightened by the crashing of the thunder.

And the foolish penguins cower in the crevices of rocks, while alone
the Stormy Petrel proudly wheels above the ocean, o’er the silver-froth-

ing waters.

Ever lower, ever blacker, sink the storm-clouds to the sea, and the
singing waves are mounting in their yearning toward the thunder.

Strikes the thunder. Now the waters fiercely battle with the winds.
And the winds in fury seize them in unbreakable embrace, hurtling down
the emerald masses to be shattered on the cliffs.

Like a streak of sable lightning wheels and cries the Stormy Petrel,
piercing storm-clouds like an arrow, cutting swiftly through the waters.

He is coursing like a Demon, the black Demon of the tempest, ever

laughing, ever sobbing — he is laughing at the storm-clouds, he is sob-

bing with his rapture.

In the crashing of the thunder, the wise Demon hears a murmur of
exhaustion. And he knows the storm will die and the sun will be trium-

phant; the sun will always be triumphant!

The waters roar. The thunder crashes. Livid lightning flares in storm-
clouds high above the seething ocean, and the flaming darts are captured
and extinguished by the waters, while the serpentine reflections writhe,

expiring, in the deep.
It’s the storm! The storm is breaking!

Still the valiant Stormy Petrel proudly wheels among the lightning,
o’er the roaring, raging ocean, and his cry resounds exultant, like a

prophecy of triumph —
Let it break in all its fury!

Source: M Gorky, Selected Short Stories, Moscow: Progress Publishers,
1955. Version from Maxim Gorky Internet Archive.
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His books, stories
and plays continve
to be a touchstone
and benchmark for
socialist writers all

over the world.
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Communisis-Socialists

WT Whitney

The Communist Party of Venezuela
(PCYV) held its 14th National Conference
on February 17-18 in Caracas. One task
of the conference was to select the party’s
candidate for the Venezuelan presidency.
Elections are set for April 22, 2018. Rather
than putting forward its own nominee, the
PCV announced its backing of President
Nicolas Maduro for re-election.

The party based its decision on a “unity
agreement between the PSUV (United Socialist
Party of Venezuela) and PCV,” which hadn’t
yet been signed by both parties. The PCV
defined the agreement’s overall purpose as ena-
bling collaboration in “confronting Venezuela’s
crisis of a capitalism that is dependent and
grasping.” A party statement promised “politi-
cal and socio-economic actions that are anti-
imperialist, patriotic, and responsive to the
people.”

The party resolved also that in case the
“unity agreement of the PSUV and PCV was
not achieved, there would be a new session of
the 14th National Conference” to decide on an
alternative presidential candidate.

The PCV did stage another session of the
Party Conference on February 26. President
Maduro attended, declaring that, “I accept the
nomination of the Red Rooster (symbol of the
PCV).” The party’s flag was delivered into his
hands.

Agreement is signed

The second order of business that day
was the signing of the agreement between
the two political parties. Jorge Rodriguez and
Aristébulo Istariz signed for the PSUV and
members of the PCV Political Bureau signed
for their party. President Maduro also signed.

Maduro observed that, “Together we have
worked out a document that sets out a good
part of the map for moving into the years ahead
— with agreements and disagreements, criticism
and self-criticism. But above all, it puts togeth-
er proposals for how we are going to advance.”

The report on the Correo del Orinoco
website pointed out that, “It was the first
time in the history of the Bolivarian revolu-
tion that an agreed-upon and signed docu-
ment has been fashioned as a commitment for
‘moving beyond the present era and building
the future.””

For PCV Secretary-General Oscar Figuero,
the agreement signified “a qualitative leap in
political relations in these times of interven-
tionist threats.” Figuero added that, “We are
disposed to put our own skin, life, and our very
existence into play as we defend the interests
of the working class, working people, and the
Venezuelan nation. The homeland will not be
sold out but will be defended. ... We are taking
a decision to reorganise our people, to unify
them in defence of the homeland and of our
sovereignty.”

Figuero told President Maduro that the
“solution to the crisis of the Venezuela’s capi-
talist profit-taking model is nationalisation of
the financial and banking sector so that not one
more dollar is handed over to the capitalists
— and nationalisation too of commercial and
industrial sectors acting as monopolies within
the economy.”

The agreement itself

The various provisions of the agreement
appear below in a translation covering the main
points, which are:

1.) “The United Socialist Party of
Venezuela (PSUV) and the Communist Party
of Venezuela (PCV), heirs of the legacy of
Simon Bolivar and the Venezuelan people in
their aspirations for independence, sovereign
development, and Latin American integration,
subscribe to this PROGRAMATIC UNITY
AGREEMENT. Their shared commitment is

Guardian

The Communist Party of Venezuela (PCV) has announced its backing of President Nicolas Maduro for re-election.

to implement all parts of it. They do so under-
standing that the growing, immoral, illegal and
criminal interventionist aggressiveness of US
imperialism and its European allies against
Venezuela threatens the perspective of nation-
al liberation energised by the people’s victo-
ry in the presidential elections of 1998 led by
Commander and President Hugo Chavez. Their
aggression poses danger to our national sover-
eignty and territorial integrity.”

2.) “The PSUV and the PCV before the
world denounce imperialism that insists on cre-
ating an artificial construct against our country
through multilateral entities in order to justify
international intervention. It does so through
the US government and with the grovelling
complicity of Latin American governments and
of Venezuela’s extreme right. ...

3.) “We of the PSUV and PCV make it
known that the crisis of Venezuela’s dependent
and plundering capitalism has led to grave con-
sequences affecting the quality of life of our
people, especially their ability to buy things
and supply themselves with goods and serv-
ices. We see actions and measures taken by
imperialism and its national agents as aggra-
vating this situation. They potentiate public
and private corruption, bureaucracy, and capi-
tal flight ...”

4.) “We of the PSUV and PCV assume
that the solution to the current capitalist crisis
must not favour the bourgeoisie and the trans-
nationals but, instead, must favour the interests
of the people. We are searching a new produc-
tive model, one based not on profit, but instead
on sovereign development with participation
by workers, small farmers, people’s organisa-
tions, and communes. These make up a broad
anti-imperialist front that will advance organ-
ically in the building of a collective, unified
leadership of political, social, patriotic and
revolutionary organisations. They will pro-
ceed with analysis, construction, and coordi-
nation of political actions and of governmental
operations.”

5.) The magnitude and seriousness of the
existing situation and the sharpening of class
struggle at the national and international levels
calls for prompt, strengthened action along

economic, political and social lines. In the
process, we’ll have to prioritise urgent meas-
ures attending to people’s food and health care
needs. We will consolidate these beginning
with the victory of patriotic forces in the next
presidential elections.”

The agreement turns next to the “Rights of
the Working Class and Working People.”

6.) “We of the PSUV and PCV emphasise
the importance of strengthening class-based
unionism and the varied expressions of the
revolutionary workers” movement, particular-
ly workers’ production councils and workers’
socialist councils ....”

7.) “Taking into account the sharpening
of the capitalist crisis affecting broad sectors
of the working class, we stress the importance
of strengthening and protecting labour rights,
employment, and also broadening the politics
of new employees.”

8.) “Inside the government and also socio-
political spaces, and depending on the scope
and characteristics of each organisation, the
PSUV and PCV will work jointly to identify
and channel the restitution of rights that work-
ers are lacking, both in established cases and
in cases yet to show up in public and private
workplaces.”

9.) The two parties will take “necessary
corrective action in response to denuncia-
tions of the activities of certain political office
holders.”

10.) They will “decisively move toward
restoring the chain of production of national-
ised companies, which must be re-strength-
ened. The same goes with the phenomena of
dismantling and deterioration which can lead to
paralysis harmful to the development of nation-
al production ...”

11.) “The experience of worker control will
be re-evaluated for the sake of establishing a
new model of leadership and management of
state companies ...”

12.) The agreement calls for “... expedited
protection of social and economic rights, par-
ticularly those of wage-earners, retirees, and
small businesses using banking services.*

13.) “We consider it urgent to adopt or
deepen measures directed at taking down the

power of private monopolies ... with exemplary
punishment of speculators, Mafiosi, and cor-
rupt operators ...”

14.) The parties recognise the “status of
formal employment as deserving of rights and
of recognition as an activity lending dignity to
human beings.” They call for increasing and
restoring salaries.

The agreement included additional
“Measures for which there needs to be in-depth
analysis,” among them:

15.) “The two parties will meet periodi-
cally to analyse strategic proposals made by
the PCV contributing to favourable develop-
ment of plans and policies of both state and
government and proceeding from ideas that
may benefit the people and the cause of nation-
al liberation.” The proposals cover “banking
and financial policies, foreign trade, taxes and
public finance.”

16.) Under the heading of “Strengthening
political and organising action” are these
considerations: A. The two parties will hold
meetings every month to maintain follow-
up of regional and municipal initiatives; B.
International relations will be strengthened,
particularly efforts promoting solidarity with
Venezuela and the Bolivarian process; C.
Support is guaranteed for manufacturing and
agricultural projects, especially ones involv-
ing peasant and communal movements; D. The
labour movement will be strengthened; E. The
parties will enhance media capabilities serving
the two parties and the workers’ and people’s
movements; F. They promise to build their alli-
ance through strengthened electoral work at the
national, regional and municipal levels.

17.) “The PCV ... will promote the can-
didacy of compatriot Nicoldas Maduro Moros
... for which we will work together toward
achieving an overwhelming victory on April
22, 2018, and without detracting from the
autonomy of either organisation.”

18.) “We commit both of our organisations
to work at dissemination of this PSUV — PCV
Programmatic Unity Agreement.

People’s World &
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Korea is One

No one should be carried away by
the surprise announcement that
Donald Trump and Kim Jong
Un are to meet in the next few
months, but there is no denying
that it is a positive development.
Predictably, the US House foreign
affairs committee claims that
the talks initiative that emerged
from contacts between the North
Korean leader and South Korean
President Moon Jae In shows that
sanctions are “starting to work.”

If anything, it shows the oppo-
site. Pyongyang has never previous-
ly conceded in the face of sanctions.
Why should now be different? In
reality, what changed has been rela-
tionships on the Korean Peninsula
where Moon dropped loud-hailer
diplomacy in favour of quiet contacts
on the basis of equality and mutual
respect.

Both Korean leaders understand
that their people do not want inter-
necine warfare that would be even
more devastating than the previous
Korean war waged by the US and
its allies, false-flagged as the United
Nations, as part of Washington’s plan
to “roll back communism.”

Their co-operation in the “peace”
Olympics at Pyeongchang opened

the way to a new bilateral approach
which then involved Moon’s nation-
al security director Chung Eui Yong
flying to the US to brief the Trump
administration.

Keeping the approach under
wraps until it was a done deal has
prevented it from being shot down in
mid-flight as it would have been had
Congress cold warriors been able to
get their claws into it before it was
finalised.

Chung stressed that Kim has
pledged to “refrain from any fur-
ther nuclear or missile tests” prior
to the meeting with Trump and that
both Korean administrations seek to
achieve “permanent denuclearisa-
tion” of their peninsula.

For some on Capitol Hill “denu-
clearisation” refers only to North
Korea’s military nuclear capacity,
but it must include a US commitment
also not to site nuclear weapons in
the South.

Similarly, Kim’s concession on
halting further nuclear or missile
tests must be read in the context of
Washington’s obdurate insistence on
carrying out extensive annual mili-
tary exercises that are preparations
for an invasion of the North.

Kim must have been persuaded

by his contacts with Moon that the
Trump administration is amenable to
an arrangement that ratchets down
the tension in the region, allowing
the two Korean states to develop
better relations and, in time, to reu-
nite the Korean nation, which both
declare as their goal.

Pyongyang will be open to such
an arrangement but will also be cau-
tious in light of historical precedent.

It was previously persuaded to
sign an international treaty on cur-
tailing its pursuit of nuclear capacity,
which the US and its allies viewed as
destabilising, on the basis of being
supplied with alternative means of
power by the US.

But the US reneged on this deal,
making it inevitable that Pyongyang
would step up its nuclear program,
including production of warheads,
believing, quite justifiably, that impe-
rialism’s history of invading states it
disliked meant that North Korea was
on a short list.

If those advising President
Trump have moved away from
their position that military invasion
always remains an option, North
Korea can embrace approaches not
previously open to it.

Morning Star &

IWD world roundup

Women across Europe and Asia
shouted their demands for equal-
ity, respect, and empowerment
Thursday to mark International
Women’s Day, with protesters in
Spain launching a 24-hour strike
and crowds of demonstrators fill-
ing the streets of Manila, Seoul,
and New Delhi.

Spanish women were staging
dozens of protests across the coun-
try against the wage gap and gender
violence. In Barcelona, protesters
disrupting traffic into the city centre
were pushed back by riot police.

In Madrid, hundreds of women
gathered in its central square to
demand change. Teresa Sonsur, a
38-year-old social services agency
worker, said she wanted to end
workplace discrimination. “What
we see in our job in social services
is that the women are doing all the
hard work, dealing with the custom-
ers, but in the positions of manage-
ment it is always men,” she said.

In France, a leading newspa-
per found a witty way of making
its point about discrimination and
the gender pay gap—by upping its
price for men. The left-leaning daily
Liberation said that for one day
only, men would pay 50 euro cents
more than women, in a reflection of
the 25 percent less that women in
France are paid, on average.

Across Asia, women came
out to mark the day. At rallies in
Pakistan’s capital Islamabad, its
largest city Karachi, and the cul-
tural capital of Lahore, women
denounced violence against them
in a country where nearly 1,000
women are killed by close relatives
each year in so-called honour kill-
ings. Pakistani women have largely
been deprived of their rights since
the country gained independence in
1947.

Hundreds of activists in pink
and purple shirts protested in down-
town Manila against Philippine
President Rodrigo Duterte, call-
ing him among the worst violators
of women’s rights in Asia. Protest
leaders sang and danced in a bois-
terous rally in Plaza Miranda, hand-
ing red and white roses to mothers,
sisters, and widows of drug suspects
slain under Duterte’s crackdown on
illegal drugs.

Human rights groups have con-
demned Duterte’s sexist remarks,
including one in which he asked
troops to shoot female communist
rebels in the genitals.

In Afghanistan, hundreds of
women, who would have been
afraid to leave their homes during
Taliban rule, gathered in the capital
to commemorate the day.

Hundreds of South Koreans,
many wearing black and holding
black #MeToo signs, rallied in cen-
tral Seoul. South Korea’s #MeToo
movement has gained significant
traction since January, when a
female prosecutor began speaking
openly about workplace mistreat-
ment and sexual misconduct.

Several high-profile South
Korean men have resigned from
positions of power, including a
governor who was a leading presi-
dential contender before he was
accused of repeatedly raping his
female secretary.

In India, hundreds of women,
including students, teachers, and
sex workers, marched through the
capital to bring attention to domes-
tic violence, sexual attacks, and dis-
crimination in jobs and wages.

“Unite against violence against
women,” one placard urged. “Man
enough to say no to domestic
abuse,” said another. “My body, My
choice.”

India had its first female leader
in 1966 when Indira Gandhi became
prime minister, but Indian women
are still often relegated to second-
class citizenship.

In Africa, Ugandan President
Yoweri Museveni urged men to
stop physically abusing their wives.
Domestic violence is common in
Uganda, although victims rarely
report perpetrators to the police for
fear of being stigmatized or thrown
out of their homes.

Back in Europe, Belgian wom-
en’s groups spoke out angrily as the
world of sport provided an imme-
diate and visible target for their
struggle.

The Belgian football federation,
saying it did not want to be taken
“hostage” by women’s groups,
refused to back down from its deci-
sion to choose a rapper known for
lacing his songs with misogynistic
lyrics to produce its official World
Cup song.

The Women’s Forum, a coali-
tion of Belgian women’s groups,
said it was unacceptable that an
artist using degrading lyrics could
be picked to produce what should
be a unifying song.

In Rome, Catholic women
challenged Pope Francis to give
women a greater voice. Former Irish
President Mary McAleese, an out-
spoken advocate for women’s ordi-
nation and LGBTQ rights, accused
the church’s all-male leadership of
refusing to change their entrenched
second-class status.

Asia Argento, an Italian actress
who helped launch the #MeToo
movement, said she is launching
a new movement, #WeToo, which
aims to unite women against the
power imbalance in favour of men.
People’s World &
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— Global Briefs

JAPAN: Finance Minister Taro Aso said last week that he had no
plan to quit following the resignation of tax agency chief Nobuhisa
Sagawa, whom he had appointed in July, over a cronyism scan-
dal involving Prime Minister Shinzo Abe. Mr Sagawa had been
accused of trying to hush up claims that a private school linked to
Mr Abe’s wife got a sweetheart deal on land in Osaka. As financial
bureau chief, Mr Sagawa falsely claimed that documents relating
to the sale had been destroyed, other papers appear to have been
doctored.

ARGENTINA: Right-wing President Mauricio Macri has asked that
96 torturers, jailed for crimes against humanity committed during
the country’s dictatorship, be released to house arrest. The men
were all spies or interrogators at the infamous Navy Mechanics
School detention camp in Buenos Aires, where 5,000 people
were killed for opposing the military government. Mr Macri’'s pris-
ons director Fernando Martinez said the men, all sentenced within
the past decade, should be let out as Argentina’s prisons are over-
crowded and the torturers are old.

BOLIVIA: Vice President Alvaro Garcia has called on Latin
American countries to strengthen their solidarity with Cuba. “There
is a continental injustice with Cuba because ... every time any
Latin American country needed something, Cuba gave it to them,”
Mr Garcia said. President Evo Morales said he would boost eco-
nomic and solidarity ties with the socialist island. Next Monday
marks the 22nd anniversary of the US Helms-Burton Act, which
strengthened the illegal US blockade.

NETHERLANDS: The people of Amsterdam last week felt the
brunt of privatisation when a power cut in the city left 28,000
homes without electricity, caused trams to grind to a halt in the
streets and forced the Rijkmuseum to close for hours. Liander,
the privatised electricity utility, said that the disruption started at
about 11am when an underground cable was hit during construc-
tion work.

Morning Star

THE STRUGGLE FOR PALESTINE
Q & A with HUWAIDA ARRAF

Huwaida Arraf is a Palestinian-American veteran civil rights activist. She co-
founded the International Solidarity Movement in 2001 which was involved in
non violent resistance in the West Bank. She led 5 successful voyages to Gaza
to confront Israel's illegal blockade and was travelling with the Gaza Freedom

Flotilla when it was lethally attacked by Israeli forces on May 31, 2010.

Thursday March 22 at 6:30 pm
Carslaw Lecture Theatre — Sydney University
Organised by the Palestine Action Group Sydney
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Privatisation
by any other name

Trust politicians to turn pretty good
words into something nasty. “Recycling”
is one of these words which make you
think about something good you can do.
“Privatisation”, on the other hand makes
people upset and unhappy.

The majority of people, that is; the ones
who object to their public assets — paid for and
owned by them — to be given to privateers so
that they could make profits at their expense.
NSW has had a super privatisation drive —
started by the previous premier and continued
by the present one.

On a recent trip to the USA, NSW Premier
Gladys Berejiklian wanted to teach Americans
how to perform “asset recycling” — evidently a
new term for privatisation. I am feeling sorry
for poor Americans — not only do they have to
deal with their president, now Australian politi-
cians are trying to interfere as well.

Language trickery is often used to hide
things from people. Let’s hope that nobody
gets fooled — not here, and not anywhere else.

Mati English
Sydney

The real meaning of “free
trade”

Karl Marx exposed the real meaning of
“free trade” at a public lecture in 1848.
“What is free trade under the present con-
dition of society?”, he asked. “It is freedom
of capital. When you have overthrown the
few national barriers which still restrict the
progress of capital, you will merely have
given it complete freedom of action.

“So long as you let the relation of wage
labour to capital exist, it does not matter how
favourable the conditions under which the
exchange of commodities takes place, there
will always be a class which will exploit and a
class which will be exploited.

“It is really difficult to understand the
claim of the free-traders who imagine that the
more advantageous application of capital will
abolish the antagonism between industrial cap-
italist and wage workers. On the contrary, the
only result will be that the antagonism of these
two classes will stand out still more clearly.

“Do not allow yourselves to be deluded by
the abstract word ‘freedom’. Whose freedom?
It is not the freedom of one individual in rela-
tion to another, but the freedom of capital to
crush the worker.

Guardian

ISRAEL APARTHEID WEEK
Sydney Protest & Petition Signing

Sunday March 18 at 2pm

Sydney at Customs House Square, Circular Quay.

SPEAKERS: Associate Professor Peter Slezak and Ms Mona Abu Zalaf.

Under Israeli law, and in practice, Jewish Israelis and Palestinians are treated differently in almost every aspect of life
including freedom of movement, family, housing, education, employment and other basic human rights. Dozens of Isragli
laws and policies insfitutionalise this prevailing system of racial discrimination and domination.

More information: apartheidweek.org
Organised by Palestine Support Network Australia (PSNA)

“All the destructive phenomena which
unlimited competition gives rise to within one
country are reproduced in more gigantic pro-
portions on the world market.

“One other thing must never be forgotten,
namely, that just as everything has become a
monopoly, there are also some branches of
industry which dominate all others, and secure
to the nations which most largely cultivate
them, the command of the world market ...

“Do not imagine ... that in criticising free-
dom of trade we have the least intention of
defending the system of protection ...

“The protectionism system is nothing but
a means of establishing large-scale industry in
any given country, that is to say, of making it

dependent upon the world market, and from
the moment that dependence upon the world
market is established, there is already more or
less dependence upon free trade.

“In general the protective system of our
day is conservative, while the free trade system
is destructive. It breaks up old nationalities and
pushes the antagonism of the proletariat and
the bourgeoisie to the extreme point.”

The demonstrators in the streets in many
cities around the world against corporate greed
and corporate dictatorship, are living out the
forecast of Karl Marx.

T Southern
Brisbane

Cult

by
Amjad Ayman

Gaza

Making

One morning in late January, Nabil al-
Duhadar, 45, got up before six for dawn
prayers and then immediately set to work.
Al-Duhadar is a street vendor who sells
turmos — a lupin bean snack often sold in
market stalls. The snack takes preparation:
the beans are soaked over 24 hours before
being cooked for a couple of hours and then
seasoned with salt and cumin and drizzled
with lemon. It’s cheap, healthy and port-
able and an ideal product for street vendors
for whom mobility is important.

Mobility allows al-Duhadar the luxury
of chasing his custom. And on this particular
January morning, the custom was there to be
chased. A demonstration had been called to
protest the US decision to cut funding for the
UN’s Relief and Works Agency, UNRWA, that
caters to the needs for Palestinian refugees.

The decision will have disastrous results
for the Gaza Strip where 1.3 out of 2 million
Palestinians are registered refugees and some
one million people rely on UNRWA for food
aid and other basic necessities.

But for street vendors like al-Duhadar, the
many demonstrations in Gaza that have been
called in protest have at least provided them
with the kind of large gatherings that are good
for business.

“Demonstrations help me earn more,” said
al-Duhadar, a father of six children aged from
3 to 16. During that particular January protest,

A Palestinian boy sells lupin beans on a street in Gaza City. (Photo: Ashraf Amra)

he told The Electronic Intifada, he earned three
times what he would normally make.

A bitter irony

Al-Duhadar used be a metal worker. But
the Israeli-imposed blockade on Gaza, now in
its 11th year, put paid to such work, since much
metal is listed on Israel’s extensive “dual-use”
products that are banned from entry.

And while he sees the irony that demon-
strations against the very siege and sanctions
that cost him his livelihood are now seen as
business opportunities, he has to pay rent of
$150 every month. All other considerations are
a luxury.

“This harsh situation leaves me no choice.
I have to support my family.”

Street vendors like al-Duhadar keep a close
eye on the news, but they also pass information
among each other.

“All of us get some relief when there are
demonstrations,” said Muaman Abu Mustafa,
39, a father of five who runs a cart with hot and
cold drinks. Despite their need for money, there
is no rivalry among street vendors or territorial-
ity around demonstrations, Abu Mustafa, who
used to work as a tailor in one of Gaza’s now-
shuttered textile factories, said.

“There is little work here and we are all
trying to support our families and live with
some dignity. Demonstrations help us earn
more.”

Certainly, Gaza stands on the brink of full-
blown humanitarian disaster. Unemployment
tops 46 percent, with more than 60 percent of
those in the 15-29 age group going without
work. With precious little progress in rebuild-
ing Gaza’s devastated infrastructure or homes
destroyed in three destructive Israeli offensives
since 2008, an easing of the blockade is the
only slim hope to avoid a full-blown humani-
tarian crisis that has long been forewarned.

Child vendors

The trade has also attracted the very young.
Worsening economic conditions have resulted
in alarming levels of child labour. The number
of children between the ages of 10 and 17
working in Gaza doubled to 9,700 between
2011 and 2016, according to the Palestinian
Central Bureau of Statistics.

More than a third of those working chil-
dren were below the employment age of 15.

Some economists in Gaza think the actual
number of underage labourers could be twice
as high.

Many children seem to work as street ven-
dors. Ahmad al-Banna, 10, was selling flags
from his cart during a January demonstration
against US President Donald Trump’s deci-
sion to recognise Jerusalem as the capital of
Israel. He buys the flags — some carrying the
colours of the various Palestinian factions as
well as the national flag — wholesale. During

the Jerusalem demonstration he sold 40, he
said, earning some $15.

“I sell small flags to children who come
with their parents,” Ahmad, who is in fifth
grade, told The Electronic Intifada. And the
money he makes, he said, was important to his
family.

“We’re nine people. My father doesn’t
work. He was injured in the war in 2012,”
Ahmad said.

The street vending is a side-line. Ahmad
also works every day after school at a market
in Shujaiya in Gaza City. But he only takes
home $6 a day, he said, and prefers to work
demonstrations with his cart.

Muaman Qishta is also 10 and like Ahmad
in fifth grade. He and his older brother, Ahmad,
15, both work the streets to help support their
three other siblings.

Muaman sells caramel glazed apples and
has been doing it long enough to know “good”
demonstrations from bad ones.

“Sometimes organizers keep me away,”
Muaman told The Electronic Intifada. It annoys
him, he said. A demonstration — Muaman keeps
a close eye on banners that he is proud to say
he can read to learn news of upcoming protests
— can net him $12 a day. That’s much better
than normal days.

“When I am allowed in, I can sell. Then I
g0 home happy with money for my family.”
The Electronic Intifada &
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Struggle in the work-place

hasn’t gone away

Nicola Lawlor

Struggle and resistance in the work-place
is more common than readers might think.
If we think of resistance or conflict between
capital and labour in work-places as only
industrial disputes, well then, yes, it is a
pretty dismal picture. Of course, we see the
headline disputes of workers collectively
organised in unions fighting for better pay,
or better job security, or to protect work-
ing conditions. We have seen big disputes
fought by such unions as Mandate, SIPTU
and the NBRU over the last few years.

Struggle organised collectively and strate-
gically by unions is the more advanced form of
workers’ struggle, with most chance of success.
But many other forms of resistance and strug-
gle exist, which can often go unnoticed.

Every day all over this country workers
resist, argue, make fun of, grouse about, take
individual cases, march into the bosses’ offices,
send e-mail, ignore instructions, sabotage, and
much more, which are all forms of resistance
or struggle. Because they tend not to make
headlines, and because they are more often
than not unorganised and non-union, it can
create an illusion of workers having given up
and accepted the status quo. This isn’t the case.

The conflict that exists in every work-place
today is about the same core issues as it was a
hundred years ago; it just takes place through
different mediums of control. Bosses still want
to maximise profits over wages; they still want
to extend the working day as long as they can;
and they still want workers to do more during
the working day. This creates conflict in the
work-place over (1) wages v. profits, (2) work-
ing time v. private (living or family) time, and
(3) the speed or pressure of demands placed on
workers during the day.

Wages

Most work-places now, certainly non-
union ones, operate highly individualised,
divisive performance-related pay structures,

where workers are performance-rated against
their colleagues and against objectives imposed
on them by the management, and also bench-
marked externally against “market” rates for
the role they are in.

This is all done by Human Resources
Departments behind closed doors and commu-
nicated to employees confidentially, not to be
discussed. This is a mechanism of control over
workers as well as control over wages.

But even in these situations of massive
power imbalance, workers resist. They com-
pare notes with their colleagues (breaching the
confidentiality imposed on them). They may
appeal their rating to try to get more out of it.
They may start looking for work elsewhere.
They may say “to hell with it” and slow down
or reduce the quality of their work. They may
lash their employer out of it on glass-door web
sites. They may write graffiti on the toilet door.

Whatever the form, most workers don’t
like the lack of control, and don’t like the
imbalance in power between capital and labour
in the work-place.

Working time

The conflict created over working time
is on the rise and is increasingly quoted by
employees in surveys as a major source of dis-
content. It is less the formal extension of the
working day or working hours and more the
informal staying late, coming in on weekends,
or, most often, the logging in to iPhones, tab-
lets or laptops in the evenings to answer the
constant flow of e-mail while trying to enjoy
their free time or time with their families.

This encroachment into social or family
time does lead to burn-out and may well
be the health and safety issue of this decade
for many workers. And employees do react.
Unfortunately this form of extension of the
day can be extremely pervasive, as employ-
ers offer the latest smartphones and devices
to their staff, creating the conflicting tensions
of flexibility and autonomy with captivity and
enslavement in the workers’ life.

Sydney

VIGIL DEMANDING
\  THAT THE USA STOP
‘-;-\H'I'HE BLOCKADE ON CUBA

After the vigil off to Cockatoo Island for a picnic
and a discussion of the history of the Cuban struggle.

The most desperate reaction is for work-
ers to “go sick” as a result of actual burn-out
or just in a kind of “I’m as mad as hell and I'm
not going to take it any more” moment.

Working demands

Not content with extending the day unpaid
into personal time, employers increasingly
demand more from workers during working
time. Previously, and still for some occupa-
tions, this was done through speeding up an
assembly line or process, but more frequently
now this is done through “stretching” perform-
ance management objectives or changing the
goalposts of one’s objectives.

For many workers in office or technology

roles, performance management is the modern
form of scientific management, through which
employers monitor, measure, control and rate
employees’ work. But again employees often
rebel. They learn how to game the numerical
systems, and do it. They appeal against unach-
ievable objectives or unfair ratings.

These forms of resistance may often be
individualised and uncoordinated, but they are
resistance nonetheless. The conflict and strug-
gle in the work-place hasn’t gone away, and
unions must organise workers on the three
main points of conflict: wages, working time,
and labour process.
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What ltaly’s election resulis
mean for migrants

Hsiao-Hung Pai reports from Sicily, where the far-right victory in
yesterday’s general election has led to more fear and uncertainty
in migrant and asylum seeker communities.

On the evening of Italy’s 2018
general election, inside Porco
Rosso, a cultural association for
migrants in Palermo, Sicily, vol-
unteers sat watching as the exit
polls came through.

In front of everyone was the
spectacle of Berlusconi, his face like
a mask of himself, laughing at his
success in bringing the far-right onto
the centre of Italy’s political stage.
Outside a young asylum seeker from
Senegal stood talking to his friend.
He seemed to take the view that as
he couldn’t change whatever was
going on around him it was better to
keep his head down. Meanwhile sev-
eral volunteers gathered at the door.
One of them, Rabih Ja’afar, from the
University of Palermo, shook his
head: “It’s all going to the dogs.”

Voter turnout in Sicily was 62
percent, the lowest in the country.
Disillusionment with politics meant
that many young people, including
university students, didn’t come out
to vote. “In the end, it’s older peo-
ple’s concerns that determine the
election results,” Ja’afar said. “And
older voters tend to favour the right
wing and they’re bringing far-right
politics back to parliament.”

As the count came to a close, it
was the parties with the most anti-
migrant, populist message that were
the winners. Nationally the Five Star
Movement (M5S) was the largest
single party with 231 seats (32.22
percent of the vote) while far-right
La Lega (The League, formerly Lega
Nord, Northern League) received
123 seats (17.69 percent). Five Star
used the campaign to speak about a
minimum monthly income, labour
laws, and a hard-line migration
pledge that brought itself closer to
La Lega. Five Star’s leader Luigi Di
Maio wants an end to the “sea taxi
service” that rescues migrants from
the Mediterranean — rhetoric not dis-
similar to that of Matteo Salvini,

Celebrate May Day
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leader of La Lega. Five Star saw
a surge of support in the south. In
Sicily, it gained all 28 seats.

This comes as no surprise after
a campaign marked by racism and
racist violence. On February 3, in
Macerata, a small town in central
Italy, six African migrants were
injured in a shooting rampage by
Luca Traini, a former candidate for
La Lega. After the attack, Traini
stopped at the town’s war memori-
al, gave a fascist salute and shouted,
“Viva I'ltalia.”

What happened in Macerata was
the product of a racial politics that
have been brewing since the eco-
nomic crash a decade ago. There is
little distance between Traini’s mur-
derous intent and the mainstream
faces on television advocating
mass deportations. Like the politi-
cal breeding ground that led to the
murder of British MP Jo Cox, anti-
migrant rhetoric is at the core of
Italy’s political discourse.

The pattern has been predict-
able: political parties capturing the
public mood by blaming “outsiders”
for a stagnant economy. (Italy has
comparatively huge levels of public
debt and an 11.4 percent unemploy-
ment rate.) However, the “outsiders”
are not in blame. In fact, they have
kept the country going. Like previ-
ous cohorts of migrant workers arriv-
ing over decades in Italy, migrant
labour from Africa has filled the gap
left by youth emigration (due to high
youth unemployment of up to 36 per-
cent) and has been sustaining many
industries.

The majority of Italy’s 620,000
migrants are not in the state-funded
asylum reception system but work-
ing in agriculture and other labour-
intensive sectors that have been
largely abandoned by local people.
These migrant workers — who are
seen to not have rights or protections
— endure the working conditions of
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People carry vegetable baskets inside a camp for migrant minors in Catania, Sicily, Italy.

bygone centuries, helping sustain
these industries’ competitive advan-
tage. Italy’s politicians never talk
implementing labour laws to pro-
tect their fellow human beings but
instead reward migrants with whole-
sale demonisation.

Matteo Salvini of La Lega, to
which Traini belonged, has incit-
ed anti-migrant hatred for years.
La Lega has promised to introduce
mass deportations to Africa as part
of a radical reshaping of migration
policies. Even in the aftermath of the
Macerata terrorist attack, Berlusconi
blamed migrants, saying that they
were “a social time bomb ready
to explode” and promising that, if
elected, he would deport 600,000 of
them. The fascist party Forza Nuova
(New Power) — one of the far-right
organisations whose members were
involved in the Bologna bombing
that killed 85 people in 1980 —ran a
demonstration in Macerata, where its
leader Roberto Fiore called the fas-
cist shooter a “victim”.

Sicily is no exception to this
poison. In recent years, hard eco-
nomic times and media misrepre-
sentation of the “refugee crisis”
have changed perceptions. Alberto
Biondo, a Palermo-based migrant

rights activist, tells me, “We’re
going back in time ... the decision to
close all the frontiers and to invest
in security has enhanced nationalism
that seemed hidden since World War
Two but is now returning with great-
er force.”

In Sicily, migrants experience
racism mostly not on the street but
from the shelters and camps where
they are supposed to be guaran-
teed protection and dignity. Modou,
from Gambia, has been transferred
from shelter to shelter for two years.
When I met him in 2016, he was
placed in an overcrowded camp in
Messina. He was later transferred to
Agrigento and then to Licata. When
he turned 18 the manager of the
camp suddenly informed him that he
would be sent to Villa Sikania camp
in Siculiana, miles away from his
friends who were in the same camp
as him. The manager explained that
this was because he was no longer a
minor and, therefore, the camp was
no longer obligated to house him.
Modou was devastated and asked to
be transferred to a camp for adults in
Licata. His friends were all he had in
this country. But the manager refused
his request, saying, “The police will
sort you out, not us.”

When Modou arrived at Villa
Sikania, he realised that it was a
hotel that had been transformed into
an emergency camp. There were
hundreds of people, mostly from
Senegal and Eritrea. “There are no
rooms to sleep in. Sixty of us sleep in
the hall,” he said anxiously. “I’'m so
confused why they’re doing this to
me.” Friends could not visit Modou
because the heavily-policed camp
does not allow any visitors. The
migrants there had all been waiting
for a long time (some more than two
years) to be transferred. When asked
when his transfer might come, the
staff simply fobbed him off. “It’ll be
next week.” “It’ll be next month.”

Modou told me one evening that

he was so stressed that he couldn’t
sleep. “I feel so discouraged from
living this life. It’s too much.”

Life inside shelters and camps
demonstrates to young migrants,
including children, where they stand
in the European racial hierarchy.
For Modou and everyone else who
has been trapped in these shelters,
racism is ingrained in the system
that assumes they deserve inferior
treatment.

Most migrants are aware that
they have been at the centre of
a political debate — a debate that
has not involved their participa-
tion. There is much confusion and
fear about what the future holds.
The clear signs of changes are on
the walls in the streets of Palermo,
where posters of anti-fascist marches
are everywhere, indicating the grow-
ing threat of racist political forces.
Anti-racist activists, mainly from
small left-wing groupings, are quick
to organise.

Palermo’s anti-fascists showed
their strength by turning out thou-
sands of protestors on February 24,
the day Roberto Fiore, leader of
Forza Nuova was coming to town.
Alaji, a young man from Gambia,
joined the march. He said his friends
had been so frightened of the possi-
ble presence of fascists in town that
they didn’t come out to the march.
Partly as result of fear, few from
ethnic minority communities were
present, but Alaji decided that he
should make a stand.

Last evening, as the vote count
came to an end, Modou called me
from Siculiana and told me that a
Senegalese street seller had been
shot dead by a local man in Florence.
It upset and frightened him a lot. He
anxiously asked me what the election
results were like. For him, the ascen-
sion to power of La Lega and their
ilk means an even more precarious
life in this country.
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