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The military-industrial complex is 
beginning to dominate Australia’s 
national policy, just as it does in 
the United States. Last month the 
Turnbull government announced 
a massive $3.8 billion funding 
injection for Australia’s arms 
industries. Carefully avoiding the 
word “profi t”, Malcolm Turnbull 
claimed “this strategy is all about 
job creation” and the funding 
“will make Australian defence 
exports among the best in the 
world”.

The announcement received 
widespread condemnation. Tim 
Costello, CEO of World Vision, 
said it was inexcusable for Australia 
to “export death and profit from 
bloodshed.” Fairfax journalist Zac 
Rayson commented: “By selling 
arms we do not build peace but 
undermine it.”

Author and interfaith minis-
ter Reverend Stephanie Dowrick 
commented: 

“... the issue here is far less about 
job creation than it is about which 
industries the government ... wishes 
to support. ... This is where a gov-
ernment ... most accurately reveals 
itself. ... The weapons industries 
lack accountability, transparency, 
moral and social value. They thrive 
in the ... expectation of deadly con-
fl ict. Their cost to the world’s social 
or environmental environments is 
incalculable.

“There are many sectors in 
Australia ... that produce jobs and 
social benefits ... [Major invest-
ments] in land and agricultural 
regeneration, ... high-tech research 
and manufacturing, ... renewable 
energy, the arts, community devel-
opment, health and education ... 
would undoubtedly pay employment 

dividends while ... boosting our 
social and moral well-being.”

Under the government’s plan, 
the budget of the Export Finance 
and Insurance Corporation (EFIC), 
which to date has boosted non-mili-
tary industrial production and export, 
will now quadruple to facilitate the 
development of weapons production.

The EFIC’s rarely-used National 
Interest Account, which to date has 
involved international loans with 
“fi nancial commitments ... too large 
for our balance sheet”, and risks too 
high for normal commercial trans-
actions, will receive $3.8 billion for 
loans to weapons producers.

That’s more than 77 times 
bigger than last year’s $49.2 mil-
lion loan from EFIC to One Steel 
Manufacturing for upgrading its 
Whyalla iron ore mines.

The 51st state
Last week US President Donald 

Trump announced that his adminis-
tration will name a new warship The 
Canberra, as a tribute to the close 
military relationship between the 
US and Australia. US warships are 
usually named after a revered his-
torical fi gure or a place in the US. 
Giving the new warship the same 
name as Australia’s national capi-
tal indicates that the United States 
in effect regards Australia as a new 
state of the union – or perhaps a sub-
ject territory.

The servile attitude of successive 
Australian governments has contrib-
uted to this. No Australian Prime 
Minister has refused to participate 
in US-instigated wars since Gough 
Whitlam unilaterally withdrew 
Australian troops from Vietnam in 
1973 – and was subsequently eject-
ed from offi ce with the connivance 
of the CIA.

Last month, in a 180-degree 

policy shift, Trump launched 
the “buy American” plan, which 
involves redrafting US legislation 
to permit sales of weapons to states 
with appalling human rights records 
and the open participation of the 
Pentagon, the State Department and 
US embassies in arms sales.

An administration offi cial said: 
“We want to see those [embassy] 
guys, the commercial and military 
attaches, unfettered, to be salesmen 
for this stuff, to be promoters.”

US national security analyst 
Ralph Stohl commented: “Human 
rights have taken a back seat to eco-
nomic concerns.” So have democ-
racy, diplomacy and peaceful 
international relations!

Beset by massive debts, the US 

government also wants to trans-
fer the burden of military expendi-
ture to its allies. In a masterpiece of 
euphemistic spin, an administration 
offi cial recently declared the “buy 
American” plan “gives our partners 
a greater capacity to help share the 
burden of international security ...”

“Our partners” includes 
Australia. But the obscene growth 
in Australia’s military expenditure 
and the massive subsidy for the arms 
industry will impoverish the nation. 
Moreover, the Turnbull govern-
ment’s servile relationship with the 
US is threatening our relationship 
with China, which has replaced the 
US as our major trading partner, but 
which the US regards as one of its 
principal enemies.

The US wants weapons produc-
tion to dominate the Australian econ-
omy, and in this has the Turnbull 
government’s full co-operation, as 
demonstrated vividly in the obscene 
super-funding of the EFIC to trans-
form it into a major instrument for 
weapons production.

The remodelling of Australia 
in the image of the US, devot-
ed to arms production and never-
ending warfare, is Australia’s role 
as US deputy sheriff in the region 
– as former PM, the war criminal, 
John Howard so succinctly put it. 
As a fi rst step, at the coming fed-
eral election, which will be called, 
ahead of schedule, later this year, 
the Turnbull government needs to 
be given the boot. 
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Later this year the Turnbull government will call an early fed-
eral election and Australia’s ruling class and their compliant mass 
media outlets will go all out to present the election campaign as a 
two horse race – Liberal or Labor. It is extremely diffi cult for other 
parties and independents to break into this capitalist fortress except 
in the Senate where there is a system of proportional representation.

The two major parties want to bring about changes to the Senate 
but fear the likely backlash if they tried to scuttle proportional 
representation or removed the Senate’s powers to block legislation. 
The election of smaller parties and independents to the Senate has 
given the people of Australia a voice and some say in what would 
otherwise be an uncontrollable Liberal or Labor Party monopoly.

If proportional representation were applied to the House of 
Representatives, the nature of political representation would be 
substantially different there as well. A system of proportional 
representation was introduced to New Zealand’s electoral system 
with quite dramatic results.

The lack of proportional representation in the House of Reps 
plays a key role in maintaining the stranglehold of the two-party 
system over parliamentary politics. The major parties fl ood the 
electorate with carefully targeted promises of spending millions 
upon millions of dollars. The splurge of promises is impossible to 
keep up with.

But the real class interests come out when such issues as even 
modest changes to industrial legislation or the cutting of govern-
ment funding to some private schools are put forward. Employer 
organisations, which have been given almost everything they could 
ever ask for by government, are talking about job losses and other 
calamities unless trade union rights are stripped bare, or unless 
the company tax rate is cut.

Just so long as Australia’s political system is chained to the two-
party system it will not be possible to implement really progressive 
solutions to many of the economic, social and political problems 
facing working people and their families and which arise from the 
domination of the corporations over society.

The CPA supports the building of alliances and co-operation 
between like-minded forces with a view to breaking the two-party 
system and establishing a government of a new type, a people’s 
government.

The introduction of a system of proportional representation 
to replace the present single member electorates that enshrine the 
domination of either the Labor or Coalition parties would assist 
in this task and give the people of Australia a greater voice in 
government.

Under the gun
In Washington last week, teachers’ union leaders rejected 

President Donald Trump’s call to arm one-fi fth of US teachers as 
a deterrent to more massacres in the schools. Trump suggested 
arming the teachers as he sought responses during an emotional 
session with several parents of dead students and several surviving 
students of the Valentine’s Day massacre at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Florida.

Trump, a gun control foe, reacted by advocating arming 
teachers.

“I am sickened by those doing the bidding of the gun lobby, and 
those like President Trump and [his Education Secretary] Betsy 
DeVos who want an arms race and to turn schools into milita-
rised fortresses by arming teachers,” said Randi Weingarten of 
the American Federation of Teachers. “Anyone who wants guns 
in schools has no understanding of what goes on inside them – or 
worse, doesn’t care,” she added.

“I spoke to 60,000 educators last night in a telephone town 
hall. The response was universal, even from educators who are 
gun owners: Teachers don’t want to be armed, we want to teach.”

Eskelsen-Garcia, an elementary school teacher, stated:
“Our students need more books, art and music programs, nurses 

and school counsellors. They do not need more guns in their class-
rooms. Parents and educators overwhelmingly reject the idea of 
arming school staff.

“We need solutions that will keep guns out of the hands of those 
who want to use them to massacre innocent children and educators. 
Arming teachers does nothing to prevent that.”

Thus are the centres of learning in the richest nation on earth 
in a state of siege.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
I embrace all humanity that has ever lived and which at all times, 
in all climates, under all circumstances, has felt, in the presence of 
Nature, a need to create and reproduce objects and people by means 
of the arts.

Emile Zola
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After 17 schoolchildren were tragically shot dead in Florida, US 
President Trump declared that the solution is not gun control 
but the arming of teachers, who care more about students than 
hired guards do! The infamous National Rifle Association, 
whose political influence has blocked federal moves to limit the 
sale of guns, is funded by the US arms industry. But things are 
changing. Angry students across the nation are demanding action 
to curb gun violence, and firms linked in advertising deals with 
the NRA have suddenly started disassociating themselves from 
the organisation. We’ll be covering this issue in the future, but 
meanwhile we need Press Fund contributions, so please send us 
something for the next issue if you possibly can. Many thanks to 
last week’s supporters, as follows:
KM $20, MM $10, “Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $15, 
E Seymour $5 
This week’s total: $55 Progressive total: $1,005

Break the two-party system

Booklet Review by Denis Doherty

Can we move the ALP to 
the Left by joining it?
By Warren Smith

This valuable booklet, produced by the 
Communist Party’s Maritime Branch, deals in a 
timely way with the question of the Australian Labor 
Party (ALP), pointing out that:

“At times of arch conservativism a Labor govern-
ment can seem a relief but all too often it has been Labor 
governments that have led the agenda of implementing 
neo-liberal policy.”

Recent events in Australia’s political life may make 
the possibility of a Shorten Labor government look 
attractive but over 100 years of experience with state and 
federal Labor governments which have been anti-worker 
must undermine that attraction.

The booklet answers the question — can we move 
the ALP to the left by joining it? — with a fi rm NO.

This booklet explores the massive inequality in the 
Australian economy and the ALP’s role not to change it 
but to manage it and make it look a little less rapacious.

The ALP’s structure, with the supremacy of the 
Parliamentary representatives, means that the efforts of 
well-meaning workers and individuals to enhance the 
ALP’s support for highly important social reconstruction 
are largely wasted.

The booklet does not claim that changing the ALP is 
impossible but stresses that reforms will not happen with-
out loud, determined and forceful actions by trade unions 
and then the community.  However, even small gains can 
be quickly reversed.

The Your Rights At Work campaign swept the Rudd 
Labor government into power and in the process Prime 
Minister Howard lost his seat.  The booklet points out 
that then:

“The ALP forces, on the victory of Rudd receded 
into the woodwork and left the YRAW Movement lan-
guishing, fearful of the power of a united working class 
especially considering what turned out to be a complete 
lack action by Labor to repeal the bad industrial rela-
tions laws.”

The booklet also examines the Prices and Incomes 
Accord which exposed the ALP as structurally incapa-
ble and unwilling to stand up for the working class. The 
Accord undermined the strength of the working class and 
this great little book provides graphs showing the decline 
in union membership, days of industrial action and much 
more.

The answer to Australian working class needs is not 
the ALP but a revolutionary party that wins the support 
of the workers. Reading this booklet we are inspired to 
make sure such a movement and party arises and pros-
pers. As the booklet says:

“People standing together make change and it is the 
unity and determination of the mass movement that fun-
damentally shifts the balance of power in society.”

The booklets are $5 each and can be purchased by 
emailing peace@mira.net. The offi ce in Buckingham St 
will carry some too. 

Bisalloy condemned for 
supplying armour steel for 
Israeli military vehicles

Protest outside of Bisalloy company on February 23, a combination of Wollongong University Students, 

Greens, Pro Palestine Groups and CPA Maritime members gathered to condemn this company for assisting 

the Israeli military to oppress the Palestinians. The company has been given a boost by the federal 

government’s new fund to assist selling weapons to foreign companies. (see page 1)
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This lavishly illustrated full colour 
booklet celebrates the 100th anniversary 
of the revolution in Russia. It says of 
this great event, which marked a turning 
point in world history. that:

“The revolution changed forever our 
understanding of what ordinary men and 
women can – and did – to achieve in build-
ing a nationalised planned economy, lib-
erating women and oppressed minorities, 
providing employment, education, health, 
housing and cultural opportunities for all 
members of society.

“An alternative to capitalism had 
emerged as it proved possible to run soci-
ety without capitalists, without inequalities, 
without exploitation and poverty.”

At packed meetings in Sydney and 
Adelaide addresses were given about the 
revolution by Comrades Warren Smith, Paul 
McAleer and Hannah Middleton. These 
have been collected along with a joint state-
ment by the Communist Party of Australia 
and the Communist Party of Australia 
Marxist Leninist. The volume is rounded 
off by an article written in 2007 about the 
impact of the revolution on Australia.

In the darkest hour of World War II, 
the 25th anniversary of the revolution fell. 
Urged to drop the commemoration Soviet 
leader Josef Stalin persisted that it had to 
go ahead. A group of Soviet partisans living 
behind enemy lines in the forests of Ukraine 
celebrated by blowing up a Nazi train and 

a bridge. They then retreated to their forest 
hideout and erected an aerial so their radio 
could pick up the broadcast of the com-
memoration. The revolution has continued 
to inspire to this day.

Such a signifi cant event in world his-
tory cannot be treated lightly and the CPA 
Maritime has done us proud in producing 
this book – A Contribution to the 100th 
Anniversary of the Great October Socialist 
Revolution. It is an impressive publication 
with full colour illustrations and historical 
photos.

This a booklet to purchase and cherish. 
It costs $10 plus p&p and can bought by 
contacting peace@mira.net 

Australia

From the Archives Los Angeles Olympics – The Socialist, May 1984
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Stand together
There are three draft laws currently on the 
table that threaten to silence every single one 
of us – environmental groups, humanitarian 
organisations and people like you.

The government says the bills are about 
curbing foreign political infl uence, but what 
they really do is suffocate anyone who speaks 
out against the government – the likes of which 
you’d expect to see in an authoritarian regime.

Just imagine a world without charities. It’s 
a world where the human rights abuses and 
environmental catastrophes we fi ght against 
every day would go unchecked and unpunished. 
That’s not a world where any of us want to live. 
But that’s the world we could wake up to in just 
a few weeks’ time, unless we all act together 
right now.

Here’s what these oppressive laws would 
mean for you:

If you donate more than $4.80 a week to 
a cause you care about, you’ll have to prove 
you’re an Australian citizen by signing legal 

paperwork and getting it witnessed by a JP. That 
means we won’t be able to pool the resources it 
takes to tackle powerful companies together like 
we do now; and

When we speak out on political issues – that 
means anything being talked about in politics 
from climate change to inequality – we’ll be 
hamstrung by unbelievably complicated new 
rules. If we so much as miss a checkbox we 
could face severe penalties and even up to 10 
years imprisonment.

Hard right MPs, backed by faceless mining 
companies, are doing this because they’re afraid 
of you. They’re afraid of you because you got 
every major Australian bank to rule out fund-
ing new coal mines, you got BP and Chevron 
to drop their plans to drill for oil in the Great 
Australian Bight, and you kicked super trawlers 
out of Australian waters. And they hate it.

The Turnbull government is desperate to 
plough ahead with the Adani coal mine, and to 
expand the oil and gas industries – despite what 

that means for our neighbours in the Pacifi c and 
for our Great Barrier Reef. They’ve shown us 
that they’re capable of heinous things for people 
and our planet. But right now you’re standing 
in the way of all of that. Now, we have to stand 
together stronger than ever before.

Greenpeace is not a brand name – it’s a 
community of millions of dedicated people 
from all walks of life. We know the power we 
have when we work together and we’re not 
afraid to use it. That’s people-power – the very 
thing these laws are trying to destroy.

Together, we’ve fought off these attacks 
before and won, but we don’t have much time. 
Please, contact your local Federal Member of 
Parliament and tell them to block the bills and 
protect your democratic rights.

For a green and peaceful future,
Dom Rowe

Program Director, 
Greenpeace Australia Pacifi c

PerthSydney District Committee of the Communist Party of Australia & the Communist Women’s Collective
Celebrates

INTERNATIONAL WORKING WOMEN’S DAY

12 noon Sunday March 4
MUA Building – 365 Sussex Street Sydney

Tickets: $15 waged or $10 unwaged
RSVP Linda 02 9699 8844 by Friday March 2

12 noon Sunday March 4

Buff et Lunch! ♦ Speakers!  ♦ Entertainment!
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In recent weeks, there has been 
discussion about using the 
demand “Bring Them Here” in 
regard to the asylum seekers and 
refugees on Manus and Nauru.

Partly that stems from the fact 
that Manus refugees in particular 
(including Behrouz Boochani) raised 
the slogan “Let Them Go” during the 
Manus siege, both because, under-
standably, some people do not want 
to come to Australia, but mostly 
because for some of them “Let Them 
Go” was seen to be a more achiev-
able demand, that is, there was an 
acceptance that Australia was never 
going to bring them here.

In subsequent discussions, 
Behrouz, and others on Manus, have 
indicated that “Let them Go” was an 
immediate demand in response to the 
emergency situation of the Manus 
siege. They recognise the need to 
ensure that Australia’s responsibil-
ity for the refugees and asylum seek-
ers is not forgotten, and do not object 
to the movement using the demand 
now the siege is over. Some think a 
combination of “Let Them Go, Bring 
Them Here” better fi ts the current 
Manus situation and New Zealand’s 
limited offer to take 150 refugees a 
year and the possibility of individu-
als fi nding a third country.

The refugee movement in 
Australia needs to raise the demands 
that best fi t with its task to both free 
the people on Manus and Nauru and 
change the offshore detention policy 
of the Australian government to 
ensure that any asylum seekers who 
arrive in Australia get the protection 
they need, in Australia.

Both Turnbull and any incom-
ing Labor government need to know 
that the movement will not settle for 
anything less. To “Let Them Go” to 
a third country that is not Australia 
would mean surrendering to the idea 

that the Australian government can 
maintain offshore detention and deny 
protection to those who arrive and 
seek protection in Australia.

The demand to “Bring Them 
Here”, for the refugees and asylum 
seekers on Nauru and Manus Island 
to be brought to Australia, has been a 
central demand of the refugee rights 
movement.

We believe the demand remains 
central. The refugee rights campaign 
has insisted that the asylum seekers 
and refugees on Manus and Nauru 
are Australia’s responsibility. Despite 
the government’s denials and claims 
that they are now PNG and Nauru’s 
responsibility, they remain under the 
Australian government’s control.

From within Australia, the main 
focus of the pressure that the move-
ment can apply is on the Australian 
government. Our demands must be 
directed on them to solve the crisis 
that they have created on Manus and 
Nauru. “Let Them Go” as an alterna-
tive to “Bring Them Here” does not 
have the same clarity, or leverage 
against the government.

“Let them Go”, contrasted to 
“Bring Them Here”, would mean 
that the movement actually accepts 
the injustice of the expulsion of 
asylum seekers offshore and would 
accept an outcome that does not 
require Australia to recognise its 
responsibility to protect asylum 
seekers, as long as they get safety 
somewhere else.

And there is no safe, third 
country to “let them go” to. The 
Australian government has been 
seeking third country resettlement 
deals for over four years. Other than 
the US, New Zealand is the only 
country that has offered to take the 
refugees – and they are only offering 
to take 150 people. Most countries 
have refused to accept the refugees, 

who are widely seen as Australia’s 
responsibility. The US deal is capped 
at 1,250 places, and just 230 have 
been accepted for resettlement more 
than a year after it began. Another 
1,600 people are still on Manus 
and Nauru, and hundreds more in 
Australia as part of the Let Them 
Stay group.

This means that, at a minimum, 
hundreds have no prospect of reset-
tlement. Iranians, the largest nation-
ality group on the islands, are now 
subject to delayed resettlement (if 
not an outright ban) in the US under 
Trump’s refugee restrictions, as are 
Somali and Syrian refugees.

All the refugees and asylum 
seekers on Manus and Nauru need 

to be evacuated as soon as possible, 
as it is not safe for them on either 
Nauru or PNG. If this is to happen, 
Australia is the only place they can 
go in the short term. On that basis, 
the wider refugee sector demand-
ing third country resettlement have 
supported the “Bring Them Here” 
demand as an immediate step. Once 
in Australia, refugees and asylum 
seekers who so chose, could apply 
for third country resettlement from 
within Australia, while the fi ght for 
permanent protection continued in 
Australia.

For almost five years the 
Australian government has held ref-
ugees and asylum seekers on Manus 
Island and Nauru. We have to keep 

the pressure squarely on them to end 
offshore detention.

The right of asylum seekers to 
cross the border, to be welcomed 
and gain protection in Australia, is at 
the heart of the campaign. Without 
that, a form of Fortress Australia will 
survive.

The immediate demand about 
Manus and Nauru is linked to the 
long-term goals of the refugee cam-
paign for a humanitarian policy 
where everyone, including boat 
arrivals, are provided with the pro-
tection they need in Australia.

The only way to do that is to con-
tinue to demand that the Australian 
government “Bring Them Here”.
Refugee Action Coalition 

Why we still need to 
#BringThemHere

Concern over NT fracking
The draft Social Impact Assessment 
of the Northern Territory’s frack-
ing inquiry has been slammed by 
Traditional Owners for not properly 
taking their views into account. 

In September 2016, the NT govern-
ment declared a temporary moratorium 
on the controversial mining practice of 
fracking (hydraulic fracturing), where 
toxic chemicals are blasted into a rock 
seam to release gas.

In December 2016, the government 
set up an inquiry to investigate the envi-
ronmental, social and economic risks 
and impacts of fracking, chaired by 
Justice Rachel Pepper.

The draft report found that while 
no industry was completely without 
risk, continuing technological advances 
in the extraction of onshore shale gas 
meant those risks were manageable.

In October last year the social 
impact assessment was delayed after 
it was revealed that the company sub-
contracted to run community meetings, 
Cross Cultural Consulting, had compro-
mised the integrity of the community 
engagement process.

Since that time a new sub-contrac-
tor, Indigenous Agreement Solutions, 
has run more community meetings and 
produced the draft assessment.

However, Traditional Owners have 
said that the report fails to mention 
the overwhelming support for a ban 

on fracking, and instead offers a blue-
print for the gas industry to forge ahead 
despite strong opposition.

Borroloola Traditional Owner 
Gadrian Hoosan said his community 
wanted fracking banned. “It’s too dan-
gerous for our communities, land and 
waterways,” he said. “We won’t accept 
it. Years of dealing with the impacts 
of invasive mining in our region have 
taught us the industry can’t be trusted.

“Yet this report fails to mention 
our strong support for a ban on frack-
ing. Despite this, we are not giving up. 
We are going to keep fi ghting to protect 
country.”

Raymond Dixon organised his com-
munity to attend the Elliott consultation, 
where residents made a strong case for a 
fracking ban.

“Disappointed”
“We are very disappointed that 

this report goes against everything our 
people are calling for,” he said. “We 
do not want fracking gas fi elds in the 
Beetaloo, on our homeland. This report 
shows the consultation process has been 
hijacked to favour the gas industry, at 
the expense of our people.

“It’s not right.”
Warumungu man Ross Williams, 

from Tennant Creek, said he advised 
the consultants at the Tennant Creek 

hearings that his community wanted 
fracking banned. 

“There was no one in the room who 
supported fracking,” he said. “Why 
doesn’t the report refl ect that? Instead 
all we get is hundreds of pages of spin.” 
The Australia Industry Group and the 
Business Council of Australia presented 
a joint submission to the inquiry.

AI Group chief executive Innes 
Willox says lifting the ban and replacing 
it with a robust scientifi cally-based reg-
ulatory framework would have imme-
diate and long-term benefi ts for the NT 
economy and the broader community. 

“That includes not just exports to 
eastern Australia and the wider world, 
and investment in construction of pipe-
lines and other infrastructure, but the 
potential to grow downstream industries 
that turn gas into even more valuable 
products,” he said. 

Mr Willox said the inquiry had 
already proposed a range of rules and 
protections and had found that frack-
ing would only impact on 0.03% of the 
Territory’s total land mass. 

“The substantial resources of shale 
gas in the NT constitute an enormous 
opportunity for local and national eco-
nomic development and security,” he 
said.

The fi nal report is due to be handed 
the government in March.
Koori Mail 
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In his documentary feature fi lm 
about the Vietnam War, Far From 
Vietnam, Chris Marker observes 
that the US was waging a “rich 
man’s war” while the Vietnamese 
were waging a “poor people’s 
war”. Aircraft launched from 
fl eets of carriers located off-shore 
or from bases in Japan, pounded 
the country indiscriminately. 
Bombers fl ying so high people on 
the ground couldn’t hear them 
simply fl ew to positions fi xed by 
radar and released their enor-
mous loads of bombs on targets 
they couldn’t even see.

They were supported by tens of 
thousands of “boots on the ground” 
and fl eets of attack helicopters. The 
Vietnamese, however, dug tunnels 
and sheltered in caves, emerging 
to strike at the invader with deadly 
effect. To the irritation of US impe-
rialism, despite their overwhelm-
ing fi re power, there was a constant 
parade of body bags arriving in the 
US from the Vietnam confl ict.

The Pentagon has sought ever 
since for ways to destroy the people 
the USA deems its “enemies” with-
out visibly putting lots of Americans 
into body bags. Not from humanitar-
ian concerns you realise, but purely 
because it is bad PR: it makes it dif-
fi cult to openly pursue the goal of 
developing the “American empire”. 
Instead, the Pentagon has insisted – 
with only limited success – that the 
countries it is “defending” put their 
own troops in harm’s way and it 
has also insisted that its allies play a 
bigger role in the confl icts it under-
takes. But most importantly, it has 
enthusiastically taken up the concept 
of waging “remote warfare”.

As Paul Rogers, professor in 
the department of peace studies at 
Bradford University, in northern 
England explains, “This has mainly 
involved a much more intensive 
use of air-power, including armed-
drones; the utilisation of long-range 
artillery and ground-launched ballis-
tic-missiles; and the much wider use 
of special-forces and privatised mili-
tary corporations.”

Why the emphasis on spe-
cial-forces and the private sector? 
Because casualties among special-
forces are seldom – if ever – reported 
while casualties among the personnel 

of private “security” fi rms are large-
ly ignored. This effectively limits the 
possibilities for negative coverage in 
the mass media. This is most wel-
come by capitalist governments anx-
ious to pursue offensive wars, their 
preferred method of ensuring they 
have a “level playing fi eld” in which 
to get on with the job of continuing 
to accumulate profi ts.

Already the media coverage 
we’re getting seriously downplays 
or disguises the scale of present 
military activity. George W Bush 
effectively declared victory in 
Afghanistan on January 29, 2002, 
yet the war in Afghanistan has just 
entered its 17th year, making it the 
USA’s longest-running war. What’s 
more, did you know that “the US Air 
Force is on track to triple the number 
of bombs dropped in Afghanistan 
this year compared with last year” 
(Rogers again)? No, neither did I. 
And yet, a three-fold increase in the 
US bombload being dropped on any 
country is surely signifi cant news?

In fact, from the lack of media 
coverage, you would have thought 

that that particular conflict was 
actually dying down somewhat. 
Foolish? Well, not really, but defi -
nitely gullible. In actual fact, there 
has been a substantial build-up of 
US forces in Afghanistan accom-
panied by an equally substantial 
increase in the US use of air-power 
and armed-drones in that country 
since Trump took offi ce. Professor 
Rogers notes that “Operation Jagged 
Knife, a recent offensive by the US 
air-force, included B-52 strategic 
bombers and – for the fi rst time in 
Afghanistan – the advanced F-22 
stealth strike-aircraft.” 

Once again it seems we have 
a “rich man’s war” being waged 
against poor people in a Third World 
country. There the similarity ends, 
of course, although the US appears 
to be having as little success in 
Afghanistan as it had in Vietnam. 

On May 1, 2003, George W 
Bush (again) gave his “mission 
accomplished” speech after the over-
throw of the Saddam Hussein regime 
in Iraq. The US however was more 
interested in seizing control of Iraq’s 

oil than in establishing a popular 
democratic regime there. (After all, 
Saddam had been the USA’s man 
in Iraq until he started to seriously 
consider retaining the country’s oil 
revenue for Iraq itself.) The result 
was invasion and the execution of 
Saddam, which led to an insurgen-
cy that has caused much death and 
destruction and enabled US creation 
ISIS to break loose and take over a 
large part of the country.

Ironically, in 2008, when Barack 
Obama was elected, the war in Iraq 
looked suffi ciently under control for 
him to order wholesale troop with-
drawals. But since 2014, the US has 
again been at war in the country.

Similarly, in 2011, NATO chiefs 
bombed Libya into the ground and 
murdered its leader Muammar 
Gaddafi  but the forces they support-
ed then now engage in a three-way 
civil war while patriotic forces seek 
to organise resistance.

Meanwhile, “the Pentagon 
has quietly increased its forces in 
Somalia [yes, US forces are also 
waging war in Somalia] by adding 
several hundred special-forces troops 
and lots more airstrikes.”

Pentagon propaganda points to 
the more recent defeat of ISIS as 
proof that its policies work, but the 
most powerful blows against ISIS 
were struck by Russia and the Syrian 
army. The Pentagon claims that it 
has killed over 60,000 “ISIS fi ght-
ers” since 2014, every victim of its 
military action in the region appar-
ently being classifi ed as an “ISIS 
fi ghter”. Tellingly, however, despite 
infl icting carnage on such a scale, the 
Pentagon acknowledges fewer than 
500 civilian casualties, a laughable 
fi gure.

The high-tech “rich man’s war” 
that failed in Vietnam is not only 
still being pursued by the US but 
has been rendered even more high-
tech and is being touted as the future 
in warfare (oh, boy!). It will cer-
tainly generate huge profi ts for the 
armaments and aero-space indus-
tries, while its dependency on pri-
vate or semi-private “special forces” 
opens up yet another source of profi t 
for “private enterprise”. In this 
Trumpian worldview, “clean wars” 

will be the order of the day. But a 
closer look exposes the dangerous 
myth of the “clean war”.

Professor Paul Rogers notes that 
“Airwars, the monitoring group, 
fi nds the US-led wars in Iraq and 
Syria have involved over 28,000 
airstrikes, split more or less evenly 
between the two countries, using 
over 103,000 bombs and missiles. 
Airwars has done its best to assess 
the likelihood of civilian casualties, 
and currently puts these at a mini-
mum of around 6,000 – far larger 
than any Pentagon fi gures.”

Professor Rogers also notes that, 
“Where Iraq is concerned, Iraq Body 
Count says that over 179,000 civil-
ians have died in the last 15 years.”

In November 2017, The New 
York Times published a long report 
by Azmat Khan and Anand Gopal 
titled “The Uncounted,” that also 
sought to ascertain the real extent of 
the casualties caused by US opera-
tions in Iraq. Over a 14-month period 
to July 2017, they visited 150 sites 
of attacks across northern Iraq, and 
interviewed hundreds of witnesses, 
survivors and family members. “We 
found that one in fi ve of the coali-
tion strikes we identifi ed resulted in 
civilian death, a rate more than 31 
times that acknowledged by the coa-
lition. It is at such a distance from 
offi cial claims that, in terms of civil-
ian deaths, this may be the least 
transparent war in recent American 
history.”

Professor Rogers warns, “If we 
think that remote warfare is the way 
to go because it kills neither ‘our’ 
people nor innocent civilians, then 
we are deluding ourselves.” But cap-
italism thrives on self-delusion. It is 
what enables capitalists and espe-
cially their dependent politicians to 
say with total conviction that they 
stand for democracy and free speech, 
or that cutting corporate taxes will 
create jobs for ordinary people.

However, there is an old saying 
that applies to capitalism’s fondness 
for deluding the people: You can fool 
some of the people all the time and 
all the people some of the time, but 
you cannot fool all the people all the 
time! 

Australia

“If we think that remote warfare is the way to go because it kills neither ‘our’ people nor innocent civilians, then we are deluding ourselves.”

Taking Issue – Rob Gowland

The “future” of war

Politics in the Pub Perth

The Right to Strike
6:00pm - 8:00pm Wednesday March 21

43 Below Bar and Restaurant 
43 Barrack St corner Hay St Mall CBD 

(Opposite the Perth Town Hall)

In violation of workers’ fundamental right to withdraw their labour, and the International Labour Organization's 
recognition of the right to strike as a fundamental human right, Australian laws make it illegal and onerous for 

Australian workers to strike.

Come listen to our speakers on this crucially important issue and participate in the discussion as to 
how workers can win back this right.

Chaired by the CPA. Speakers from Trade Unions and the Community to be confi rmed.

Free public event – Food and drink available at pub prices

For more info: 0419 812 872
https://www.facebook.com/events/138994056917883
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Peter Frost

Donald Trump has been short and sweet 
in his response to the tragic shooting in 
Parkland Florida that saw 17 students and 
teachers gunned down by a right-wing 
white supremacist. First he repeated his 
long-held opinion that it isn’t yet time to 
discuss gun control. That opinion is prob-
ably much to do with the huge stream of 
funding coming to him and his supporters 
from the National Rifl e Association (NRA).

They are busy campaigning to arm and 
train teachers in gun use. They say more guns 
in schools would make schools safer.

Their slogan is, “The best way to stop a 
bad guy with a gun is a good guy with a gun.”

Trump supports the NRA as much as it 
supports him. He says the shootings are not a 
gun problem but a mental health problem.

He ignores the fact that, in countries where 
guns are far more diffi cult to obtain, the men-
tally ill fi nd it far more diffi cult to actually kill 
and injure people.

This is the same kind of demented Trump 
logic that says anyone attacking civilians with 
guns or bombs who is black or Muslim is a ter-
rorist whereas, if they are white, Christian and 
even a white supremacist, then they can’t be a 
terrorist, just mentally ill.

Our comparative fi gures for school shoot-
ings in Britain and the US are remarkably 
revealing.

On one hand the history of school shoot-
ings in Britain is very short.

On March 13, 1996, the Dunblane mas-
sacre took place at Dunblane Primary School, 
near Stirling, Scotland. Thomas Hamilton 
killed 16 children and one teacher before 
committing suicide. The Dunblane shoot-
ing led to the banning of handguns in pri-
vate possession in Britain. There have been 
no school killings and only one spree kill-
ing, in Hungerford on August 19, 1987, since 
Dunblane.

In contrast here is a list of shootings at ele-
mentary, middle and high schools in the US 
that have resulted in fatalities in the last 20 
years.

This list does not include suicides, gang-
related incidents or deaths resulting from inter-
personal confl icts.

February 14, 2018 – Marjory Stoneman 

Douglas High School, Parkland, Florida. 
Expelled student white supremacist Nikolas 
Cruz kills 17 and injures 14 more with an 
AR-15 rifl e.

January 23, 2018 – Marshall County High 
School, Benton, Kentucky. A 15-year-old stu-
dent shoots two dead and injures 18 others. 
The suspect is arrested.

December 7, 2017 – Aztec High School, 
Aztec, New Mexico. William Atchison, 
a former student, shoots and kills Casey 
Marquez, Francisco Fernandez and himself.

September 13, 2017 – Freeman High 
School, Spokane, Washington. One student 
killed and three injured by a second-year 
student.

April 10, 2017 – North Park Elementary 
School, San Bernardino, California. Eight-
year-old special needs student and his teacher 
killed by a teacher’s estranged husband. Two 
other students injured and the gunman kills 
himself.

September 28, 2016 – Townville 
Elementary School, Greenville, South 
Carolina. A 14-year-old opens fi re in play-
ground after shooting his father dead. One 
student dies, two pupils and one teacher are 
injured.

October 24, 2014 – Marysville-Pilchuck 
High School, Marysville, Washington. 
Freshman Jaylen Fryberg shoots fi ve people 
in the school cafeteria, killing four. Fryberg 
shoots himself at the scene.

June 10, 2014 – Reynolds High School, 
Troutdale, Oregon. Jared Padget, 15, shoots 
Emilio Hoffman, 14, in the school gym. He 
later takes his own life.

December 13, 2013 – Arapahoe High 
School, Centennial, Colorado. Karl Pierson, 
18, opens fi re inside, critically injuring one 
student, who dies eight days later, then killing 
himself.

October 21, 2013 – Sparks Middle 
School, Sparks, Nevada. Twelve-year-old Jose 
Reyes takes his parent’s handgun to school 
and shoots three. Two students are injured, 
one teacher killed. Reyes then kills himself.

December 14, 2012 – Sandy Hook 
Elementary School, Newtown, Connecticut. 
Adam Lanza guns down 20 children aged six 
to seven and six adult staff before turning the 
gun on himself. Police later fi nd gun collec-
tor Nancy Lanza, Adam’s mother, dead from 

a gunshot wound. The fi nal count is 28 dead, 
including the shooter.

February 27, 2012 – Chardon High 
School, Chardon, Ohio. Student Student TJ 
Lane, 17, kills six, with others wounded when 
another opens fi re in the school. Lane gets a 
life sentence but has already escaped once.

January 5, 2011 – Millard South High 
School, Omaha, Nebraska. Seventeen-year-
old Robert Butler Jr opens fi re on principal 
Curtis Case and vice-principal Vicki Kasper. 
Butler then kills himself. Kasper later dies.

February 5, 2010 – Discovery Middle 
School, Madison, Alabama. Fourteen-year-old 
Todd Brown dies after being shot in the head 
in a school hallway by fellow ninth-grader 
Hammad Memon.

August 21, 2008 – Central High School, 
Knoxville, Tennessee. Fifteen-year-old Jamar 
Siler shoots and kills 15-year-old Ryan 
McDonald.

January 3, 2007 – Henry Foss High 
School, Tacoma, Washington. Student 
Douglas Chanthabouly, 18, fatally shoots 
another student.

October 2, 2006 – Georgetown Amish 
School, Nickel Mines, Pennsylvania. Thirty-
two-year-old Charles Roberts IV goes to a 
small Amish school and takes at least 11 girls 
hostage. Five girls were killed and six others 
wounded. Roberts then kills himself.

September 29, 2006 – Weston High 
School, Cazenovia, Wisconsin. Eric 
Hainstock, 15, shoots and kills the school 
principal.

September 27, 2006 – Platte Canyon High 
School, Bailey, Colorado. Fifty-four-year-old 
Duane Morrison takes six female students 
hostage. When Swat teams enter the school, 
Morrison shoots 16-year-old Emily Keyes. 
Morrison then kills himself. Keyes later dies 
at the hospital.

November 8, 2005 – Campbell County 
Comprehensive High School, Jacksboro, 
Tennessee. Fifteen-year-old Kenneth Bartley 
Jr opens fi re on a principal and two assistant 
principals, killing one of them and critically 
wounding another. He is already out of jail.

March 21, 2005 – Red Lake High School, 
Red Lake, Minnesota. Sixteen-year-old Jeff 
Weise kills his grandfather and another adult, 
fi ve students, a teacher and a security offi cer. 
He then kills himself.

September 24, 2003 – Rocori High 
School, Cold Spring, Minnesota. Fifteen-
year-old Jason McLaughlin shoots and kills 
17-year-old Aaron Rollins and critically 
injures another student. The second student 
dies in October.

April 24, 2003 – Red Lion Area Junior 
High School, Red Lion, Pennsylvania. 
Fourteen-year-old James Sheets brings a 
revolver to school and kills his principal 
Eugene Segro and then himself.

March 5, 2001 – Santana High School, 
Santee, California. Fifteen-year-old Charles 
“Andy” Williams kills two classmates, a 
14-year-old and a 17-year-old, and injures 13.

May 26, 2000 – Lake Worth Community 
Middle School, Lake Worth, Florida. 
Thirteen-year-old Nathaniel Brazill, after 
being sent home for misbehaving, returns to 
school and shoots and kills his teacher.

February 29 2000 – Buell Elementary 
School, Mount Morris Township, Michigan. 
An unnamed six-year-old boy shoots and kills 
a six-year-old playmate, Kayla Rolland, at 
school. He is removed from his mother’s cus-
tody and put up for adoption.

November 19, 1999 – Deming Middle 
School, Deming, New Mexico. Twelve-year-
old Victor Cordova shoots and kills a 13-year-
old classmate.

April 20, 1999 – Columbine High School, 
Littleton, Colorado. Eric Harris, 18, and 
Dylan Klebold, 17, kill 12 fellow students and 
one teacher before killing themselves.

May 21, 1998 – Thurston High School, 
Springfi eld, Oregon. After killing his par-
ents the previous day, 15-year-old Kip Kinkel 
returns to Thurston High armed with a rifl e. 
He kills two students in the school cafeteria, a 
16 and a 17-year-old.

April 24, 1998 – James Parker Middle 
School, Edinboro, Pennsylvania. Fourteen-
year-old Andrew Wurst shoots and kills sci-
ence teacher John Gillette at a school dance.

March 24, 1998 – Westside Middle 
School, Jonesboro, Arkansas. Eleven-year-
old Andrew Golden and 13-year-old Mitchell 
Johnson ambush fellow students and their 
teachers, killing fi ve. Johnson is incarcerated 
in a youth facility.

August 11, 2005. Golden is released on 
his 21st birthday, May 25 2007.
Morning Star 

A US epidemic
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Sarah Algherbawi

Randa Harara is adamant that she will 
stand up to Israel’s forces of occupation 
again – once she has made a recovery. On 
December 11, Randa – aged 21 – was shot 
by a sniper hiding at Nahal Oz, a military 
checkpoint separating Gaza from Israel. 
She was taking part in a protest against the 
announcement by Donald Trump, the US 
president, that he recognises Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital.

“My injury will not prevent me from 
taking part in further clashes [with Israel],” 
said Randa, who was wounded in the left leg. 
“This is our duty towards Jerusalem.”

An accountancy student at Al-Azhar 
University and a campaigner with the 
Progressive Student Action Front in Gaza, 
Randa knows that the cost of confronting 
Israel can be high. “But that doesn’t mean 
that women should be absent from the battle-
fi eld – especially when it comes to the issue of 
Jerusalem.”

Randa has the backing of her family.

“Cause headaches 
for Israel”

“I have given my daughter full freedom 
to do what she believes in,” said her father 
Kamal, who has accompanied Randa to some 
of the protests at the boundary area between 
Gaza and Israel. “We can’t give up our land. It 
is important to put pressure on and cause head-
aches for Israel.”

Ahed Tamimi, who turned 17 on January 
31, has come to epitomise the courage of 
women and girls who challenge the Israeli 
military. Here in Gaza, many people admire 
Tamimi for demonstrating her anger at soldiers 
who suffocate her home village, Nabi Saleh 

in the occupied West Bank, by slapping one 
of them.

Leila, a 14-year-old from Jabaliya refugee 
camp in northern Gaza, used to mainly check 
social media websites for fashion tips. More 
recently, she has been searching the Internet 
for updates on the detention of Tamimi and her 
trial in an Israeli military court. She has also 
begun to read more widely about Palestinian 
politics.

“Ahed is my hero,” Leila – not her real 
name – said. “I wish I could be like her – an 
infl uential person in our struggle with Israel.”

Leila wishes to take part in the protests 
held along Gaza’s boundary with Israel each 
Friday. Yet she does not have parental permis-
sion to do so. “My mother says it [protesting] 
is like suicide,” Leila added.

With Israeli forces frequently opening fi re 
on protesters, confronting the occupier can be 
fatal. Eight protesters from Gaza were killed 
by Israel along the boundary area in December 
2017 alone. More than 480 were injured during 
that month, according to the Palestinian Center 
for Human Rights.

It would be wrong to claim that people in 
Gaza are generally enthusiastic about the idea 
of women and girls confronting the Israeli 
military.

I asked a sample of 26 people – equally 
divided between men and women – their views 
on female participation in such confronta-
tions. Around 80 percent of respondents were 
opposed to women taking such direct action.

“These women are mothers, wives, daugh-
ters and sisters,” one person responded. “We 
don’t want to lose more people for nothing.”

Others pointed to the conservative and 
patriarchal nature of society in Gaza.

“There’s no need for female participation 
in clashes with Israel,” said Mahmoud Abu al-
Eish, a 56-year-old Gaza resident. “This should 

be limited to men who can handle such tough 
situations. Female participation [in protests] is 
outside our customs and traditions.”

“Motherland for everyone”
That view is disputed. Iman al-Haj, a jour-

nalist, recently pointed out that women have 
long been involved in the Palestinian struggle. 
“Female participation is a national duty at a 
time like this,” al-Haj said.

Al-Haj noted that she had “shared my 
anger” with other protesters by directly con-
fronting the Israeli military on a few occasions. 
“I will participate again and again,” she added.

Mariam Abu Daqqa, a prominent fi gure 
in the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP), argued that “women have 
stood side by side with men” since the Nakba, 
the 1948 ethnic cleansing of Palestine. “The 
motherland is for everyone,” she said.

Abu Daqqa has suffered hugely for her 
political activities. She was the fi rst woman 
living in Gaza to be forced out by Israel 
because of her involvement with armed 
resistance.

After being arrested in 1969, she was 
detained for two years and then exiled to 
Jordan. In 1975, she moved to Lebanon, where 
she joined the PFLP. It would be 1995 before 
she could return to Gaza. By then, her parents 
were dead.

“I had not been able to see them since 
1969,” she said. “I only had my sister left. And 
she was sick with cancer and died after about 
two years.”

More recently, Abu Daqqa has set up a 
studies and training program for former female 
prisoners.

She notes that women who confront Israel 
have to overcome a number of barriers. Such 
barriers have become higher due to the siege 
Israel has imposed on Gaza, as well as the three 

major Israeli bombardments the coastal strip 
has suffered within the past decade.

The losses incurred by each of those 
attacks all place “an extra burden on women 
and this burden restricts their ability to take 
part in confrontations and have a vital role,” 
she said.

Daring
Women played an important role in the fi rst 

intifada, which began in Gaza 30 years ago. 
Hania Aqel, a 64-year-old woman from Rafah, 
near Gaza’s border with Egypt, made a number 
of daring attempts to rescue Palestinians after 
they had been captured by Israel.

Each time 25 to 30 women would assem-
ble “like a human fence,” she said, “and grab 
the men who had been arrested” from Israeli 
vehicles. The efforts were sometimes success-
ful, albeit at a price. Once, Hania managed to 
help her son Talaat – then aged 18 – to escape.

“I poured hot water on the soldiers who 
were arresting him,” Hania said. “I was able to 
save him but I was shot in my leg by another 
soldier.” Samira Mousa, a resident of Jabaliya 
camp, was active in the Union of Health Work 
Committees during that rebellion.

Along with many other women, Mousa 
provided practical support to families of people 
imprisoned or killed by Israel. That included 
giving food to families in need. One of the fi rst 
people killed by Israeli troops in that intifada, 
Hatim Abu Sisi “died in front of my house,” 
Mousa – now aged 57 – recalled.

“His blood filled the entrance of my 
house,” she said. “That scene affected me a lot 
and motivated me to provide any help I can 
to my neighbourhood. I planted a tree at the 
place he was killed. And I’m still taking care 
of this tree.”
The Electronic Intifada 

Gaza women stand strong

With Israeli forces frequently 
opening fire on protesters, 

confronting the occupier can be fatal.
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Gun control calls 
mount
Children from Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas school, where Nikolas 
Cruz massacred 17 people on 
February 14, vowed not to rest 
until they secure real gun law 
reform as they met politicians 
today (February 22).

Fifteen-year-old Rachel Catania 
said Florida legislators had fobbed 
her off with “non-answers” but that 
“a change is going to happen. “We’re 
not going to be the school that got 
shot. We’re going to be the school 
that got shot and made something 
happen,” she said.

“We’re going to talk to these pol-
iticians tomorrow,” her schoolmate 
Alfonso Calderon said. “We’re going 
to talk to them the day after that. 
We’re going to keep pushing until 
something is done because people 
are dying and this can’t happen any 
more.”

But their demand that auto-
matic weapons like the AR-15 Mr 
Cruz used be banned outright has 
met obfuscation, with Florida State 
Senate president Joe Negron telling 
tearful children who asked whether 
the guns should be outlawed: “That’s 
an issue that we’re reviewing.”

Negron sponsored a 2011 state 
Bill that banned cities and counties 
from regulating gun or ammunition 
sales.

It was signed into law by 
Governor Rick Scott, who said “eve-
rything is on the table” in terms of 
responses to the latest school mas-
sacre, but refused to answer when 
asked if he was considering “any 
bans on any type of weapons.”

Instead, Republican politicians 
are talking about tweaks to the law, 
such as reclassifying AR-15s so that 
only those aged 21 or over can buy 
them.

US President Donald Trump said 
he would take action to “protect our 
children,” but the action being con-
sidered falls well short of serious 
restrictions on gun ownership.

Democrats tried to get a Bill on 
banning assault weapons and large-
capacity gun magazines discussed 
in the House of Representatives, but 
the Republican majority easily dis-
missed it.

Teachers’ unions and the organ-
isers of last year’s giant Women’s 
March are planning a 17-minute pro-
test walkout from schools all over 
the United States on March 14, while 
the Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
pupils are planning a March for Our 
Lives on March 24 to raise pressure 
for gun control.
Morning Star 

Ryan Rodrick Beiler

When Norwegian lawmaker Bjørnar 
Moxnes nominated the Palestinian-led boy-
cott, divestment and sanctions (BDS) move-
ment for the Nobel Peace Prize earlier this 
month, he called it an effort towards “stop-
ping an ascendant, racist and right-wing 
politics sweeping too much of our world.”

Moxnes heads Rødt (Red) Party, one of 
several relatively small groups on the left of 
Norway’s political spectrum. The party won 
enough votes to have a member in parliament 
for the fi rst time last fall.

It was a signifi cant gain for Norway’s left 
while the lacklustre vision of the more main-
stream Labor Party was blamed in part for a 
narrow victory by a coalition of right-wing par-
ties at the polls.

With a seat in parliament came new pos-
sibilities for promoting Rødt’s platform which 
supports a full “economic, cultural and aca-
demic boycott of Israel.”

Rødt members in the municipal govern-
ments of the northern cities of Tromsø and 
Trondheim have supported resolutions calling 
for boycotts of Israeli settlement products in 
recent years.

At a national level, however, control by a 
conservative government has meant an increase 
in Israel-friendly policies including closer eco-
nomic and military cooperation.

“We believe that awarding the BDS move-
ment with the Nobel Peace Prize is perfectly in 
line with the intentions of Alfred Nobel and his 
pro-peace legacy,” Moxnes told the Electronic 
Intifada by email.

Moxnes said the decision to nominate the 
BDS movement, which has been endorsed 
by former peace prize laureates such as 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Mairead 
Maguire, was one made democratically by the 
party he leads.

“We are taking the will of thousands of 
party members and other Norwegian pro-Pal-
estinian solidarity activists and movements into 
the Nobel Committee and into the international 
political scene,” Moxnes said.

He urged activists all over the world to 
make the most of the opportunity that this 
nomination represents. Jewish Voice for Peace 

and the Palestine Solidarity Campaign, based 
in the US and UK, respectively, have already 
launched a #NobelforBDS campaign and peti-
tion to support the nomination.

Moxnes said that this campaign and others 
like it could change the way world public 
opinion perceives the BDS movement and the 
Palestinian cause.

“We believe we can take the fi ght sever-
al steps in the right direction before the Nobel 
Committee announces its decision in October, 
regardless of whether the BDS campaign is 
actually awarded or not,” he explained.

Moxnes said he has received hundreds of 
messages of support since the nomination. But, 
inevitably, strong negative reactions have come 
from Israeli media and politicians.

In a letter to Norway’s ambassador to 
Israel, Sharren Haskel, a lawmaker represent-
ing Israel’s ruling Likud party, expressed her 
“dismay” and repeated standard accusations 
that BDS is “anti-Semitic” and that it is “not a 
peace-seeking movement.”

For his part, the Norwegian envoy 

distanced his government from the nomination, 
saying that the Norwegian Nobel Committee is 
responsible for the selection process and that 
the state is opposed to boycotts of Israel.

While acknowledging the blowback he has 
faced, Moxnes said that “Those who are really 
taking a risk are the millions of Palestinians 
and many Jews too, who resist a brutal occu-
pation. They are making a sacrifi ce that we can 
only try to imagine.”

Israel is going to great efforts to combat the 
BDS movement.

The Israeli government listed the Palestine 
Committee of Norway among 20 organisations 
banned from the country as punishment for its 
support of BDS. Employees of Norwegian 
Church Aid have been denied entry by Israeli 
border offi cials.

Laws aimed at criminalising BDS have 
been introduced in Europe as well. The cur-
rent government in Norway has included a pro-
vision in its latest budget proposal that would 
strip government funding from any organisa-
tion that advocates BDS.

Moxnes said there is broad support for 
the Palestinian people in Norway, despite its 
government’s policies. He pointed to the vote 
by the Norwegian Confederation of Trade 
Unions last year to support BDS. Other major 
Norwegian organisations, such as the YMCA/
YWCA, support a full boycott of Israel and 
the Church of Norway supports settlement 
boycotts.

Despite of the ascent of the far-right in 
northern Europe, Moxnes still fi nds momen-
tum in support of Palestinian rights. He noted 
that Denmark’s parliament recently voted to 
exclude settlement activities from agreements 
with Israel. It is the fi rst European state to pub-
licly support sanctions against the companies 
on the UN list that do business with Israel’s 
settlements built in violation of international 
law.

“We hope that more countries will follow 
this example,” Moxnes said.

He and his party are working to ensure that 
Norway is one of them.
The Electronic Intifada 

BDS for Nobel prize

Striking maintenance 
workers win
Peter Lazenby

Housing maintenance work-
ers in Manchester have won an 
infl ation-busting 20 percent pay 
rise after standing fi rm through 
80 days of strikes. The 180 
Unite union members, work-
ing for Manchester Mears and 
Mears-operated joint venture 
Manchester Working, maintain 
and repair 11,000 council houses 
in the city.

But they were being paid up 
to £3,500 less than colleagues for 
undertaking the same work, said 
Unite, prompting them to take to the 
picket lines in May 2017.

The dispute became a rally-
ing point for the Manchester labour 
movement.

Unite said last week that work-
ers’ determination and solidarity has 
won an across-the-board pay rise of 
20 percent, pay parity with similar 
groups of workers in the housing 
maintenance sector and the dump-
ing of changes to contracts which 
the workers dubbed a “sackers’ 
charter.”

Workers overwhelmingly 
backed the deal in a ballot after 
negotiations involving Unite, 
Mears and Manchester Council. 
Unite regional co-ordinating offi cer 
Andy Fisher said: “This is a victory 

for solidarity and direct action. 
Our members have stuck together 
through thick and thin. There were 
those who said these contracts were 
so broken they could not be fi xed, 
but Unite has proved them wrong.

“This dispute would not have 
been won without the total support 
of Unite, which is able to fully sup-
port its members when they had no 
option but to take strike action.

“The strike has brought the 
workforce closer together as a 
workforce and who will be primed 
to push back against the employer 
if fresh industrial relations issues 
develop in the future.”
Morning Star 

Sydney

VIGIL DEMANDING VIGIL DEMANDING 
THAT THE USA STOP THAT THE USA STOP 

THE BLOCKADE ON CUBATHE BLOCKADE ON CUBA
12:30 pm Saturday March 17 Sydney Town Hall

After the vigil off to Cockatoo Island for a picnic 
and a discussion of the history of the Cuban struggle.
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Afraa Dagher

Thirteen martyrs, and over 77 
wounded, was the result of a 
single day’s terrorist attacks on 
Damascus. Over 200 mortar shells 
were launched from Eastern 
Ghouta in Damascus countryside 
on the suburbs and neighbour-
hoods of Damascus – and that 
was only one day. The situation 
of sustained attacks of this nature 
has been much the same for many 
years, ever since Takfi ri terror-
ists took Eastern Ghouta under 
control.

Over 30,000 terrorists are locat-
ed in this area which is one of the 
most dangerous terrorist strongholds 
in Syria, along with Idlib. Eastern 
Ghouta’s terrorist enclave presents 
an even graver danger than those in 
Idlib due to its proximity to the capi-
tal. This has been made all the more 
worrying as Damascus has always 
been the penultimate target of the 
original enemies of Syria, the west-
ern alliance and Israel.

Al-Ghouta is now home to fac-
tions of radical Islamists whose 
slogan is: “we are coming to slaugh-
ter you”. Moreover, the situation 
is becoming increasingly unbear-
able, with daily missile strikes on 
Damascus. The terrorists of al-
Ghoutha have escalated their attacks 
this year. Every day Syria loses 
more martyrs to these attacks, most 
of whom are children, teachers and 
ordinary workers. To make matters 
even more horrifi c, the terrorists pur-
posefully target schools, hospitals 
and public parks.

The pain these terrorists cause to 
our people every day could simply 
not be the product of a Syrian mind, 
it could only be a Zionist mind that 
could conceive of such a system-
atic plot to kill Syrians and destroy 
their lives. Syrians realise that a 
covert “Israeli” hand is behind the 
attacks on Damascus, a city that is 
not only Syria’s capital, but whose 
location is perilously close to the 
border of the occupier entity. Indeed, 
some of “Israel’s” covert actions are 
unmasked as blatant when Israeli 

missiles are fi red at Damascus in 
tandem with Islamist missiles from 
al-Ghoutha.

How many families in Damascus 
must lose their children while they 
are at school, just because the al-
Ghouta terrorists have the techni-
cal ability to launch their missiles at 
those schools, whenever they want, 
and all under shameful silence of the 
UN? How many young Syrian girls 
must lose their legs or eyes in ter-
rorist shelling on the city? Can you 
imagine such a missile landing on 
your bed or in your kitchen? What 
have the teachers and children and 
workers done to deserve such daily 
horrors?

Finally our Syrian Arab Army 
has to stop these terrorists – these 
armed terrorists who have every kind 
of advanced weapon, medicines and 
equipment that most regular Syrians 
no longer have. Sometimes these 
weapons were smuggled to them via 
the soft Turkish border and at other 
times via Israel.

Only two days ago, our army 
made its way to this stronghold of 
terrorists in order to stop their attacks 
on the poor civilians in Damascus. 
But in spite of this, the terrorists con-
tinue their attacks as they have mass 
storehouses of advanced weapons. 
But now the deaf and dumb “inter-
national community” represented 
by the UN has opened its blind eye, 
but only defend the terrorists of al-
Ghouta before demanding an unten-
able ceasefi re.

All the while Israel has used its 
media machine to defend the terror-
ists saying President Assad decided 
to end the “rebellion” in al-Ghouta. 
Israeli media has claimed that these 
terrorists are “rebels” who are 
“innocently” bombing our children 
because those children are in so-
called “pro-regime” schools. It’s no 
wonder, as Israel continues to pursue 
its age-old dream of creating a buffer 
zone in southern Syria controlled by 
the al-Nusra front terrorist group.

At the same time, western main-
stream media rely on the White 
Helmets, a group aligned with the 
al-Nusra jihadists of al-Ghoutha 

telling lies that it is their hospitals 
which are fl owing with blood. These 
are the same people who staged and 
propagated the discredited “chemical 
attack” in al-Ghouta in 2013. Indeed, 
Israeli media always simultaneous-
ly publishes the same fake stories 
coming from the pro-jihad White 
Helmets.

As a Syrian, we in Syria recog-
nise that every missile against our 
children, every attack against our 
homeland is an Israeli one, wheth-
er by planes and missiles or by ter-
rorist groups covertly working with 
Israel in order to pursue “Israel’s” 
long-time goal of destroying Syria, 
irrespective of whether such groups 
call themselves Al-Qaeda, al-Nusra 
or ISIS – all the while US coalition 
airstrikes kill our soldiers and civil-
ians in Deir ez-Zor and Raqqa just 
as they killed Iraqis in Mosul. This 
is the reality for a people besieged 
on all sides.
globalresearch.ca 

International

Pakistan: On February 14, the All Pakistan Labour Federation 
(APLF) held a gathering to discuss stopping Gender-Based 
Violence at Work as part of a gender equality campaign in the 
Balochistan Province. The APFL is the only national-level union 
where women represent only 4.41% of the total workforce and on 
average receive 44% less than men in pay. The union in response 
has established four new trade unions for women, home-based 
workers and mobilised workers, to initiate a provincial all-women’s 
wing in the labour federation and is now looking at ways of increas-
ing the collective bargaining power of home-based workers.

Nepal: On February 14, the Employment Permit System (EPS) 
under the Department of Foreign Employment (DoFE) issued 
537 labour contracts to migrant Nepali workers heading to South 
Korea. The number of these labour contracts has increased past 
1,600 since this year’s screening of the Nepali workers, who 
have passed the Test of Profi ciency in Korean Language. Last 
year, 7,800 Nepalis found employment in South Korea where-
as in 2016 the number was 8,079, with this year expected to be 
at least 8,000. At the EPS offi ces job applicants must sign their 
employment contracts; after doing so they are required to furnish 
medical and police reports. They then take part in a six-day man-
datory training before departing for South Korea which so far has 
received over 50,000 Nepali migrant workers.

India: On February 13-14 six workers at LGB Rolon were arrest-
ed: LBG Rolan is one of the largest manufacturers of automobiles 
in the region. All six are members and offi ce bearers of the newly 
formed union affi liated to AICCTU. The management, in collusion 
with police, is hoping to stifl e the union at all costs. Management 
had secured an injunction from the High Court against work-
ers protesting within 100 metres of factory premises. A struggle 
is currently taking place to secure the release of those arrested, 
and for the recognition of the union. This injunction was used by 
the police to dismantle a tent set up by protesting workers, and 
to arrest the six workers. The union was on the verge of submit-
ting its demands for better wages for over 150 workers at the plant 
earning AU$315.36 a month despite several years of service while 
there are over 500 migrant workers employed contractually who 
earn only AU$197.10.

Andrew E Rayment

Region Briefs

Stop lying about Syria

Meet Pacha Guzman
6:00 pm Tuesday March 13

43 Below Bar & Restaurant
43 Barrack St corner Hay St Mall CBD (Opposite the Perth Town Hall)

Pacha Guzman, an activist with the Ezequiel Zamora National Campesino Front, which is part of the Bolivar & 
Zamora Revolutionary Current. We are men and women from a diversity of cultural and ethnic backgrounds that 
belong to the working class, to the poor sectors of Venezuela, who in our desire for the emancipation of the poor 
have come together, united behind the idea of a better world, to allow us to coordinate and unify our efforts in 

order to convert Popular Power and the Bolivarian Process into actions and concrete acts.

More Info call Vinnie 0419 812 872

Perth

Every day Syria loses more 
martyrs to these attacks, 
most of whom are children, 
teachers and ordinary 
workers.
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On solidarity
It struck me when I went to the 
forum last week at the MUA in 
Sussex Street in Sydney, to hear 
Jenny Munro and Lydia Thorpe, 
that we live among heroes. I 
remember thinking when I went 
to the memorial meeting for 
the late Ray Jackson, here was 
a remarkable person. He was 
honoured by the French govern-
ment. If he had been honoured 
by the Australian government, 
something would have been seri-
ously wrong. Even in ill-health, 
he was there, campaigning for 
Indigenous rights. I wish I had 
known him.

It is time to honour the above-
mentioned activist people of integ-
rity, also Hannah Middleton and 
Dennis Doherty. We may not agree 
on everything, but she has done 
so much of real value. Organising 
(the function at MUA) was just one 
of them. Obviously Hannah and 
Jenny Munro have a long working 

friendship. And I would like to 
thank Hannah for teaching me about 
solidarity.

When a bunch of us were arrest-
ed together for occupying the offi ce 
of the PM at the time, Paul Keating, 
for his complicity in the illegal 
Indonesian occupation of East Timor, 
we were released, one by one, onto 
the street. I suggested we go home, 
but Hannah insisted, rightly, that we 
had to stay to be with the others, as 
they were released.

She was absolutely right. When 
the same happened with anoth-
er “left” group (which will remain 
nameless), I was released onto a 
deserted street ... a desolating expe-
rience. She showed me something 
very valuable. Other people spring to 
mind ... STICS, against the wretch-
ed NT “Intervention”, especially 
Sabine Kacha. Also FIRE, and Ken 
Canning.

I would also like to praise the 
people such as Joe Nagy and Jan 
Dark who are keeping POLITICS 
IN THE PUB in Sydney, going. It 
is a key part of Sydney civil socie-
ty. We need to be in solidarity with 
each other, despite our differences, 
to build up these forums.

The rich and fatuous show no 
qualms as they conspire together to 
rob and rule the rest of us. We must 
be willing to be welcoming of and in 
solidarity with each other. I myself 
am a member of Socialist Alliance. 
It is sometimes chance what group 

we belong to. I admire many of its 
leading activists. I like the Reverend 
Martin Luther King Jr quote ... some-
thing like “If we are both for justice, 
then we are on the same side.”

Here is the rub ... Every Friday 
6-7pm a bunch of us concerned 
about human rights, are having a 
Hostage Happening at the Queen 
Victoria statue, in front of the QVB 
in Sydney. We will protest until the 
hostages on Manus and Nauru are 
free. If you or your group have ban-
ners, please bring them. You are free 
to use our open mic microphone as 
long as you are for the human rights 
of people who are refugees. We are 
joining Adelaide, Newcastle and 
Melbourne, in having weekly pro-
tests. Bring a poem. Bring a guitar. 
Bring an accordion.

The Sydney Hostage Happening. 
– Grandmothers Against the 
Detention of Refugee Children 
(GADRC) and the Refugee Action 
Coalition (RAC) are invited. Please 
join us. And bravo to the people 
who have organised the Palm 
Sunday Rally March 25, for refu-
gees. We are promoting that. We go 
to the cafe afterwards. The protest is 
dog-friendly.

“We’re not going to sit in silence. 
We’re not going to sit in fear.” (John 
Farnham).

All are welcome
Stephen Langford 

OT (Order of Timor)
Sydney

Island of Peace
Inspired by the Guardian article 
(# 1811, 21.2.18) on the misbe-
haviour of HMAS Melbourne and 
HMAS Parramatta, the Maritime 
Branch has written to the follow-
ing letter to the Defence Minister; 
Marise Payne: 

We were disgusted to read an 
article on the behaviour of our ships 
in Korean waters in the Guardian 
newspaper in the above edition.

The article alleges that once the 
RAN ships arrived on November 3, 
2017 at the South Korean Base pro-
tests erupted immediately about their 
presence in Jeju. The names of our 
ships can be clearly seen on protest 
banners in the photos in the article.

Jeju, by the way, has been 
declared an Island of Peace and the 
presence of our warships greatly 
offends the people of Jeju and the 
nearby village of Gangjeong. In 
January of 2005, the central gov-
ernment offi cially declared Jeju an 
“Island of World Peace” and the 70th 
anniversary of the uprising and US–
sponsored massacre of Jeju people 
by Korean troops and paramilitaries 
will be marked soon.

The Gangjeong Vil lage 
Newsletter reports “foreign warships 
come to the navy base for ‘rest and 
re-supplying’, meaning that they 
dump their trash and sewage and 
bus soldiers to big tourist attractions. 
Jeju is being used like a reward for 

foreign soldiers for their partici-
pation in joint military exercises. 
The amount of trash already sur-
passes the island’s infrastructure.” 
The Australian ships mentioned 
above must be part of this effort to 
use Jeju as a garbage dump. Surely 
Australian ships should behave with 
more respect for the environment 
than ships from careless countries 
such as the US.

The article goes on to allege that 
Australian ships are not helping to 
bring peace to the Korean Peninsula, 
in fact the opposite is true. The news-
letter goes on: “Jeju is being used for 
port visits by the ships that join fre-
quent joint military exercises, which 
practise for war and thus make war 
more likely to happen.”

Australian Navy ships have 
stumbled into a situation where the 
reputation of Australia has been 
tarnished both by being labelled 
environmental vandals and war mon-
gers. Minister, it is about time you 
reversed Australia’s attitude to the 
Korean Peninsula and take a more 
conciliatory approach which has 
been called the “freeze on freeze” 
namely no military exercise no mis-
sile or nuclear bomb tests. Work for 
a peace treaty in Korea not war. Your 
present activities upsets both Koreas.  

Denis Doherty
Acting Secretary 

CPA Maritime Branch

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

Two major human rights groups, 
Amnesty International and the 
Southern Poverty Law Centre 
(SPLC), slammed the US record 
and its decline in human rights 
in annual reports released on 
February 21. Both reports singled 
out Donald Trump as a top cause.

Key reasons for both: Trump’s 
encouragement of racism and xeno-
phobia, his Muslim “travel ban,” his 
rollbacks of protections for LGBT 
people, and his anti-immigrant poli-
cies, including cuts in the number of 
refugees allowed into the US and his 
detentions at the Mexican border.

The reports slammed Trump’s 
record despite one big positive devel-
opment Amnesty cited: US citizens’ 
willingness to fi ght back, particularly 
for women’s reproductive rights and 
against Trump efforts to yank health 
care from millions of people.

“The travel bans aimed at mainly 
Muslim countries and a new climate 
of permissiveness of xenophobia and 
hatred, arising from Trump’s fail-
ure to condemn it when he saw it,” 
help account for that comparison, 
Amnesty’s executive director Salil 
Shetty said.

“Trump wasted little time in 
putting his anti-rights rhetoric of 
racism and xenophobia into action, 
threatening a major rollback on 
justice and freedoms – including a 
series of repressive executive orders 
that threatened the human rights 

of millions, at home and abroad,” 
Amnesty’s report added.

Meanwhile, the SPLC, the 
nation’s prime tracker of hate 
groups, said “President Trump in 
2017 refl ected what white suprema-
cist groups want to see: A country 
where racism is sanctioned by the 
highest offi ce, immigrants are given 
the boot and Muslims banned,” said 
Heidi Beirich, director of the SPLC’s 
Intelligence Project, which produced 
the annual report.

“When you consider that only 
days into 2018, Trump called 
African countries ‘shitholes’, it’s 
clear he’s not changing his tune. 
And that’s music to the ears of white 
supremacists.”

“It was a year that saw the ‘alt-
right,’ the latest incarnation of white 
supremacy, break through the fi re-
wall that for decades kept overt 
racists largely out of the politi-
cal and media mainstream,” SPLC 
said. It added Trump “thrilled white 
supremacists” with his executive 
orders, policies and “advisers with 
ties to the radical right,” led by alt-
right Breitbart News guru Steve 
Bannon.

As a result, “reinvigorated white 
supremacists staged their largest 
rally in a decade – the demonstration 
in Charlottesville, Virginia, that left 
an anti-racist counter-protester dead 
and Trump equivocating over con-
demning racism,” SPLC said.

“Former Klan boss David Duke 
called the rally a ‘turning point’ and 
vowed white supremacists would 
‘fulfil the promises of Donald 
Trump’ to ‘take our country back,’ ” 
SPLC added. Though SPLC did not 
say so, Duke endorsed Trump in 
2016 and Trump did not repudiate 
him.

SPLC also noted hate group 
numbers rose in Trump’s fi rst year, 
to 954, the highest number in six 
years and the second-highest ever. 
The only exception was a decline 
in Ku Klux Klan chapters, from 130 
in 2016 to 72 last year. Neo-Nazi 
groups overtook them, rising from 
99 in 2016 to 121 last year. And, for 
the fi rst time, there were hate groups 
in every state, SPLC said.

Going into detail about the 
Americas in general and the US in 
particular, Amnesty said “the poli-
tics of demonisation and division 
increased,” Indigenous peoples are 
still denied fundamental rights and 
“governments made little headway in 
protecting the rights of women, girls 
and LGBT people.”

But Trump took up a lot of space 
in its report on the US, and not just 
for the Muslim ban and his “plans 
to build a wall along the US border 
with Mexico.”

“Failures to uphold econom-
ic, cultural and social rights caused 
widespread suffering. A reversal 
of political rhetoric under Trump 

reduced the chances of Congress 
passing legislation to lift the eco-
nomic embargo on Cuba – and so 
perpetuated the embargo’s adverse 
impacts on Cubans,” Amnesty said.

Trump’s specific anti-human 
rights practices included increased 
“abusive detention” of at least 
43,000 asylum seekers at the border 
and “extreme restrictions on access 
to sexual and reproductive health 
services in the US and elsewhere.” 
It also termed his termination of 
the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) program for the 
800,000 “Dreamers” a human rights 
violation.

Amnesty also criticised Trump’s 
“broad and multi-faceted” attacks on 
rights of women and girls, and not 
just anti-reproductive rights moves 
at home and abroad. At home, Trump 
dumped Obama administration poli-
cies requiring universities to treat 
sexual violence as gender discrimi-
nation and “suspended initiatives” to 
encourage equal pay for equal work.

And besides trying to kill funds 
for reproductive rights here – nota-
bly money for Planned Parenthood – 
Amnesty criticised Trump’s “global 
gag rule”. That’s a ban on US funds 
for any international reproduc-
tive services group whose services 
include abortion, even if it’s funded 
from other sources.

The global gag rule harms 
766,000 women in Latin America 

alone. Left unsaid: Prior Republican 
presidents imposed the global gag 
rule, while Democratic President 
Barack Obama revoked it.

Amnesty also criticised Trump’s 
executive order to “repeal protec-
tions for LGBT workers and trans-
gender students” and Trump’s 
approval of the controversial Dakota 
Access pipeline, overriding the 
Standing Rock Sioux’s “right to free, 
informed and prior consent to the 
project” and threatening the tribe’s 
water.

But the positive development is 
the US people fought back, Amnesty 
said, though it did not use the word 
“fi ght”.

“Massive grassroots and political 
opposition in the US resisted some 
of the Trump administration poli-
cies and decisions that undermined 
human rights,” including resistance 
to his Muslim ban, opposition to his 
plans to cut the number of refugees 
entering the country, protests of his 
planned increases in Guantánamo 
Bay detainees and the campaign 
against his “an attempt to take away 
health care coverage from millions.”

The Trump administration did 
not comment on either report. A 
former Fox “analyst,” writing for 
a right-wing magazine which calls 
itself Reason, labelled the SPLC 
report “a scam.”
People’s World 

Human rights 
groups slam Trump

Culture
&Lifeby

Mark Gruenberg
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Watch out! A spectre is return-
ing to haunt the capitalist world! 
It’s Karl Marx! In the year of his 
200th birthday we get to witness 
the timely release of a remark-
able fi lm about one of history’s 
foremost and complex thinkers, 
depicting his early activist life 
leading up to the creation of one 
of the world’s most iconic politi-
cal publications, The Communist 
Manifesto.

Haitian director Raoul Peck, 
coming off his success with the 
Oscar-nominated documentary 
on James Baldwin, I Am Not Your 
Negro, now has another stunning 
debut to his credit – “debut” mean-
ing the fi rst time Karl Marx is seen 
as a character in a (more-or-less) 
English-language fi lm in the capi-
talist world! The Young Karl Marx 
features French, German and English 
languages interacting seamless-
ly with indispensable subtitles that 
open a world of wondrous discovery 
of Marx’s early years.

This is the fi lm I’ve been wait-
ing for most of my life and it didn’t 
disappoint for a second. Many of 
the historical fi gures Marxists have 
gotten to know about only in print, 
are fi nally in the fl esh, with thoughts 
and feelings fl eshed out in human-
istic portrayals. For those who have 
forgotten that there are alternatives to 
the Democratic and Republican par-
ties will be enlightened and inspired 
to witness The Communist Manifesto 
in-the-making, involving exciting 
ideological debates during the politi-
cally fertile decade of the 1840s.

Marx and Engels, with their 
youthful revolutionary zeal, crafted a 
political work of art that defi ned the 
course of history. Marx is arguably 
the world’s most prominent philos-
opher, economist, historian, politi-
cal theorist, sociologist, journalist 
and revolutionary socialist who ever 
lived, and the Manifesto was his fi rst 
“best seller”.

Opening credits proclaim, “In 
England, the industrial revolution 
transforms the world’s order and 
creates the new proletarian class. 
Workers’ organisations are found-
ed based on a ‘communist’ utopia 
in which all men are brothers. Two 
young Germans will disrupt this 
notion, thus transforming the strug-
gle ... and the future of the world.”

The opening scene appears as 
almost in a fog as desperately poor 
peasants gather deadwood in a silent 
forest. Military horsemen suddenly 
charge at the group slaying them to 
the last victim.

This unsettling symbolic vision 
sets the groundwork for the rest 

of Marx’s work, the introduction 
of “class struggle.” The prophetic 
voice over during the opening mas-
sacre scene reads:

“To gather green wood, one must 
rip it violently from the living tree. 
Yet gathering dead wood removes 
nothing from the property. Only 
what is already separated is removed 
from the property. Despite this 
essential difference, you call both 
acts theft and punish them as such. 
Montesquieu names two kinds of 
corruption: One when the people do 
not observe the laws. The other when 
the laws corrupt them. You have 
erased the difference between theft 
and gathering. But you are wrong to 
believe it is in your interest.

“The people see the punishment, 
but not the crime. And, as they do 
not see a crime ... when they are pun-
ished, you should fear them, for they 
will take revenge.”

Peck chose to show Marx as 
a human being with all his natural 
fl aws. He was unfaithful, unhealthy 
and underpaid. He was often 
extremely critical of other opinions 
and challenged most of the con-
temporary intellectuals, anarchists, 
socialists and Young Hegelians for 
example, but luckily bonded with 
his literary partner for life, Frederick 
Engels, who ended up funding most 
of the remainder of Marx’s career 
as a writer. Many characters are 
brought to life in this jubilant retell-
ing of political history – Proudhon, 
Bakunin, Weitling, Marx’s wife 
Jenny, Engels’ companion Mary, 
The League of the Just, French Left 
Radicals, and many more we know 
only from books.

We fi nd that middle class Marx 
married up to aristocracy, while son 
of an industrial capitalist Engels part-
nered down to the working class. But 
the fi lm shows the depth of love they 
had for each other, often demonstrat-
ed in tender interactions. They all 
embraced the struggle of the work-
ing class and fought for a just and 
peaceful world. Workers are human-
ised while capitalists are shown for 
the money they worshipped.

The fi lm follows Marx through 
his many run-ins with the police, 
being kicked out of one country to 
the next, mostly as a result of his 
radical writings, starting with his 
work at the Rheinische Zeitung in 
Germany.

While exiled in Paris in August 
of 1844, he meets Frederick Engels 
(Stefan Konarske); there they spend 
10 glorious productive days togeth-
er and cement their lifetime rela-
tionship. Engels’ joyous letter to 
Marx on his return back to Germany 

is featured in the fi lm. We get to 
see revolutionary Marx respond-
ing with one of his famous quotes, 
“Philosophers have only interpreted 
the world in various ways – the point 
however is to change it.”

Peck goes to extra lengths to 
cast actors who look uncannily like 
the real characters. Keep in mind, 
despite the commonly accepted 
image of bushy bearded overweight 
Marx, he was once young, and the 
magnetic August Diehl captures the 
essence of this young intelligent rev-
olutionary as seen in pictures of him 
in his youth.

The story brings alive the histori-
cal interchange between two giants 
of philosophy – Marx and French 
anarchist Pierre-Joseph Proudhon. 
Proudhon presented his new booklet, 
The Philosophy of Poverty, to Marx, 
who disagreed with its approach and 
wrote a full-length rebuttal entitled 
The Poverty of Philosophy.” This 
unexpected critique is marked by 
many as the beginning of animosity 
between the two tendencies of anar-
chism and communism.

In another scene depicting one 
of Marx’s feisty ideological sparring 
matches, he challenges the League 
of the Just for their altruistic slogan 
“All Men are Brothers,” while urging 
a better understanding of the concept 
of class struggle and revolutionary 
communism, resulting in the even-
tual renaming of the group as The 
Communist League.

The film ends ironically with 
the capitalist printing presses rolling 
out the pages of Marx and Engels’ 

world-altering book. Over the pic-
tures, the closing text reads:

“The weapons with which the 
bourgeoisie felled feudalism are now 
turned against the bourgeoisie itself. 
The 1848 revolution broke out one 
month later. Class confrontation in 
Western Europe overthrew the old 
regimes. The international workers’ 
movements arose from these ruins. 
The Communist Manifesto is being 
translated and reprinted to this day. 
Exiled in England, supported by 
Jenny and Friedrich, Marx would 
keep writing his key work Capital 
until his death. An open, immeasur-
able work, unfi nished because the 
very object of its critique is in per-
petual motion.”

Hopefully this is a fi lm that will 
resonate and inspire young activists 
starving from a lack of viable revo-
lutionary alternatives. This impres-
sive re-creation of a time passed is 
not severed from the present day. 
The struggle still continues, but with 
different players. Peck always works 
in the present day, and Marx’s writ-
ings support the understanding that 
the past is intimately connected both 
to the present and the future. In the 
closing credits, Bob Dylan’s “Like 
a Rolling Stone” is accompanied 
by a breathtaking montage of select 
photos of political movements and 
fi gures infl uenced by the Manifesto 
in the 170 years since its publication.
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We are now entering the third week of the 
2018 Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang, 
South Korea. And I haven’t watched a 
single moment of it. What I have been 
watching is divisive cloak and dagger poli-
tics, national pride bordering on extreme 
nationalism – take a look at the “OAR” 
fans, and an event that promotes “peace 
and unity” at the expense of the host coun-
tries’ own people.

Norman Chad, sports columnist for the 
Washington Post, said it best:

“There’s a fi ne line between national pride 
and nationalism. Naturally, people should be 
proud of their roots, whether it be a nation, 
hometown, or neighbourhood. But this too 
often bleeds into xenophobic chauvinism, an 
us-vs-them mentality, a need to validate our-
selves by proving our way of life is superior.”

We don’t have to look too far into our past 
to see that sense of “superiority” play out, just 
37 years ago when the US boycotted the 1980 
Moscow Summer Olympics.

President Jimmy Carter, a wealthy, liberal 
Georgia peanut farmer, began to consider the 
idea of boycotting the 1980 games – along with 
other western nations – shortly after the Soviet 
Union made inroads into Afghanistan, support-
ing the local communists in their fi ght against 
Islamic opposition forces (the Mujahideen 
whose members included Osama-bin Laden, 
founder of Al-Qaeda).

Obviously, the Carter administration 
rebuked the Soviet Union, and described the 
“invasion” as: “A deliberate effort by a power-
ful atheistic government to subjugate an inde-
pendent Islamic people to soviet control over 
Afghanistan oils supplies.”

Carter set January 20, 1980, as the dead-
line for the withdrawal of Soviet troops 
from Afghanistan (only the US has the right 
invade, disrupt, destabilise, or influence 
other nations?), or else the USSR would face 
the consequences: ruined Summer Olympic 

Games, and a trade embargo on grain and 
information technology.

While several international interven-
tions took place, the International Olympic 
Committee and the administration were unable 
to reach a settlement agreement. Carter reaf-
fi rmed the boycott and viciously pushed other 
nations to follow the US – it worked. Only 16 
nations competed that year, and several US ath-
letes were devastated by the politically moti-
vated decision. Carter went so far as to threaten 
revoking passports of US athletes if they tried 
to attend the games under a neutral banner, an 
idea fl oated around by the IOC as a compro-
mise to those athletes affected.

German Chancellor Helmut Schmidt said 
that the inappropriate American attitude that 
other countries “should simply do as they are 
told” was unacceptable. After watching this 
year’s opening ceremonies, it doesn’t seem like 
our position on foreign relations has changed.

As the 1980 games came to a close, the 
Los Angeles city fl ag was displayed, not the 
US fl ag, to show the next Olympic Games host.

The 1984 LA boycott
Announcing its intentions to boycott the 

1984 Summer Olympics, the USSR expressed 
concerns over Soviet athlete security amid the 
anti-Soviet, chauvinistic hysteria promoted by 
the United States.

At the time, most of the world’s media 
outlets saw the boycott as retaliation for the 
US boycott of the 1980 Moscow games. This 
revenge theory was brought about by the 
Reagan administration.

Reagan had a personal and political stake 
in the games since they were being held in his 
home state, where he had served as governor. 
Reagan’s comments on the boycott were aired 
to the world in an Irish television interview 
recorded at the White House.

“I know that no one can really understand 
or fathom the thinking of the politburo, the 
people in the politiuburo of the Soviet Union, 
but I would hazard two ideas that stick in 

my mind as possibly an explanation for what 
they’ve done,” said Reagan. “One is retaliation 
for the (1980) boycott ... Number two, frankly, 
I think they don’t want to be embarrassed by 
having revered athletes in their country come 
to this country and decide to stay.”

That increasing political tension, similar 
to the one felt between North Korea and the 
US today, cast a long shadow over the city of 
angels.

Los Angeles Olympic Games organiser 
Peter Ueberroth played into the political games 
by keeping his hard-line stance that the Soviet 
threats were merely a ploy to put pressure on 
the US but that the USSR would eventually 
cave, and compete in the games.

In the end, 18 socialist countries boycotted 
the 1984 games and the three top medal win-
ners from the 1980 Moscow Olympic Games 
did not participate as part of the boycott, weak-
ening the fi eld of competition. The number 1 
spot went to the US that year, continuing that 
false sense of superiority.

The Olympic Games can continue to pre-
tend to be a great international unifi er, but we 
know the truth.

A perfect example of such bitter truth was 
brought to us by the Korean Federation of 
Construction Industry Trade Unions (KFCITU) 
and the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions 
(KCTU).

On the eve of the Olympic Games’ opening 
ceremony, Korean trade unionists, along with 
the Building and Wood Workers’ International 
(BWI) held a press conference calling for the 
release of imprisoned trade union activists and 
to highlight major labour violations.

“In South Korea, one of the major prob-
lems we found was outstanding back wages or 
delayed payment of wages. At any one point in 
time delayed wages totalled nearly US$12 mil-
lion. This is not acceptable. Without consistent 
and decent wages, workers cannot feed their 
families and are left destitute,” said Apolinar 
Tolentino, Regional Representative for BWI 
Asia Pacifi c Region.

“We had highlighted the issue of back 
wages to the International Olympic Committee 
several times, but unfortunately, they failed to 
react, stating it was a national problem. This is 
not acceptable.”

For KCTU Vice-President Kim Kyoung, 
the issue is the gross inequality of the Korean 
justice system.

“We are angered by the release of Lee Jae 
Yong, heir of the Samsung conglomerate, while 
Han Sang Gyun (union member) remains in 
jail. This shows that the law is not just and 
there are two different sets of standards – one 
for business leaders and another for trade union 
leaders,” said Kyoung.

“We will channel our anger to continue 
to struggle for the release of Han Sang Gyu 
and Lee Yong Joo, former KCTU General 
Secretary, and to create a just and more equal 
society.”

As you cheer for every US gold medal win 
and chant “USA! USA!,” remember that this 
is all just part of political warfare disguised as 
friendly international competition.

Also, here’s the list of those jailed South 
Korean trade union activists (who knows, 
maybe this could happen here at home, too):
Kim Seong Jong, Member of Korean 
Construction Workers Union-KFCITU
Hong Man Ki, Korean Construction Workers 
Union-KFCITU
Kim bong Hwan, Korean Construction 
Workers Union, KFCITU
Han Sang Gyu, former President, Korean 
Confederation of Trade Unions (KCTU)
Lee Young Joo, former General Secretary, 
Korean Confederation of Trade Unions 
(KCTU)
Lee San Il, Korean Metal Workers 
Union-KCTU
Lim Song Ra, Korean Metal Workers 
Union-KCTU
Park Young Ho, Street Vendors Union-KCTU
Park Jong Sang, Kyonggi Branch, KCTU
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