
With the appointment of Admiral Harry Harris, Pacifi c Commander of 
US forces in the Indo-Pacifi c, as the new US ambassador to Australia, the 
Trump administration has in place the main link in its chain of command 
for overseeing Australia’s role in a planned Asia-Pacifi c confl ict.

The Harris appointment came as PM Malcolm Turnbull last week con-
cluded talks with his Japanese counterpart Shinzo Abe, offi cially signing off 
on the deployment of Japanese military forces in Australia’s north, joining the 
growing US military presence in the top end.

Australia’s intended role is as a platform for land and air attacks and pro-
vision of facilities for the planned joint naval offensive, a scenario constantly 
rehearsed in war games and the development of the interoperability of the 
US-Australian militaries. This strategy is integral to the role of the US bases 
on Australian soil, in particular the Pine Gap spy base.

Preparations are underway for Australia’s part in a predatory, imperialist 
war fought on behalf of the transnational corporations challenged by Asia’s – in 
the fi rst place China’s –emergence as an economic powerhouse.

Domestically, the means have been put in place to silence voices of dissent, 
including the introduction of laws to jail journalists who may be caught up in 
a net of legislation open to wide interpretation and based on the assumption of 
guilt for simply doing their job.

The word “treason” now accompanies laws threatening to defund advo-
cacy groups critical of government policies or in receipt of monies deemed to 
be “foreign infl uence”.

War rhetoric
In terms of propaganda, it is instructive to note some of the contradiction 

in the war rhetoric coming from the US and its various lap dogs, including the 
Turnbull government.

The government is now labelling a growing number of things deemed “for-
eign” to be by defi nition “suspicious”, fi rst and foremost things Chinese. This, 
even as last November’s foreign policy white paper noted with almost salivat-
ing anticipation that China’s domestic purchasing power alone is set to grow 
to $21 trillion by 2030.

At the same time the Communist Party of China’s “sinister” infl uence has 
supposedly spread to universities around the country. Foreign students are 
Australia’s third biggest export earner, including almost 132,000 Chinese citi-
zens studying at more than 30 Australian universities.

The white paper also attacked China’s rightful land reclamations in the 
South China Sea, saying it is in contravention of international law, while hail-
ing the US as “founder and chief defender” of the “rules-based order”, in spite 
of the US not even having ratifi ed the maritime law it insists China is breaking.

The government of the US is now an open and unambiguous dictatorship 
of money with, as its crowning achievement, a billionaire property develop-
er. Those elements of the ruling class which support Trump and ensured his 
enthronement in the Oval Offi ce have set the US on the path of the most reac-
tionary and militaristic elements of monopoly capital toward war and destruc-
tion, no less than nuclear confl agration.

A few facts
The US refusal to accept the legitimacy of the government of the 

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) is part of a long-term policy 
– that any state in the world that follows an independent course is subject to 
being overthrown by the US. The DPRK, Vietnam, Cuba, the USSR (and now 
Russia), Syria, Venezuela, China … have all been targeted by the US politi-
cally and militarily.

In terms of the region, the notion that DPRK poses a threat to the US and 
international security and peace, is false to the point of absurdity.

CONCLUSION (for your enhancement)
• The danger is clear and present
• Peace movement splintered
• Need for union involvement
• The urgent need to build broad united movement against war, for 

peace. 

Culture & Life

Prison slavery

10

Guardian
COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA www.cpa.org.au

The Workers’ Weekly #1810 February 14, 2018

$   2

Racism – 
a capitalist tool

Voices for Peace

76

ISSN 1325-295X

Stop the drive to war
CPA statement

Banning the Eureka fl ag 
will not break our spirit!
CPA statement
The recent decision of the Turnbull government 
to ban the Eureka fl ag from construction sites is 
a further attack on the spirit and organisational 
capacity of Australia’s workers. The Eureka fl ag 
has been a symbol of resistance to injustice since 
it was fi rst fl own at the uprising on the gold fi elds 
at Ballarat on December 3, 1854. It was raised by 
workers from many countries to express their will-
ingness to fi ght against oppression.

“We swear by the Southern Cross to stand truly by 
each other and fi ght to defend our rights and liberties.” 
- the Eureka oath.

Workers on today’s Australian building sites are 
now harassed and prosecuted for taking legitimate 
industrial action, ripped off by unscrupulous employ-
ers and their unions targeted with crippling fi nes and 
denial of the right of entry.

On average, one construction worker per week 
dies on Australian building sites. If the government 
were concerned about workers, it would move quickly 
to stop these outrages. Instead, they are engaging in an 
ideological struggle to break working class solidarity 
right down to the banning of symbols.

Construction workers are defying this bullying 
action on the part of the Turnbull government. Other 
unionists are showing their support. The public shares 
their outrage at the pettiness of the move and the 

disrespect for Australia’s working class history and 
traditions.

The Communist Party of Australia stands squarely 
with construction workers against this latest attack, 
which is part of an ongoing campaign to destroy our 
unions and leave us defenceless in the face of ruthless 
exploitation.

The CPA demands the repeal of the Building Code 
2016 and the abolition of the anti-union Australian 
Building and Construction Commission (ABCC).

The fi ghtback against the Coalition’s agenda 
is ongoing and gathering strength. The workers of 
Australia can and will win this battle. 
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In the opening ceremony of the Winter Olympic Games in 
Pyeongchang last Saturday, delegates from South Korea and the 
People’s Republic of Korea (the DPRK or North Korea) marched 
under a common fl ag.

Smiling, South Korean President Moon Jae-In shook hands 
with the sister of DPRK President Kim Jong-Un, and hundreds of 
volunteers took the stage holding peace candles. President Moon 
calls the Games “The Olympics of peace”.

Those developments are extremely signifi cant, because the 
Korean War fought between 1950 and 1953 has never formally 
ended.

In 1953, after three years of war instigated by the United States, 
the Korean communists led by Kim Il Sung and supported by 
China and the Soviet Union, forced the US and the reactionary 
South Korean government to accept a cease-fi re.

But the US refused to negotiate a peace treaty. To sign such 
a document would constitute an admission of defeat. Since then, 
successive Washington presidential regimes have all refused to 
enter into negotiations for a Korean peace treaty.

Moreover, each year South Korea, the US and its allies conduct 
war games near the cease-fi re line, with the stated intention of 
preparing to invade and conquer the DPRK, potentially with the 
loss of millions of lives.

The war-games participants, including Australia, the US and 
Japan, have all been involved in past military invasions of Korea. 
In defence, the DPRK has armed itself with missiles allegedly 
capable of hitting US territory, and with nuclear weapons. It is 
certainly a setback in the struggle against nuclear proliferation, 
yet the US has forced the issue by constantly subjecting the DPRK 
to threats, war games and sanctions.

The antagonism between the US and the DPRK has become 
a massive diplomatic ulcer. The extremely bellicose behaviour 
of President Trump threatens to engulf many nations, possibly 
including Russia and China, in another major international confl ict 
over the Korean Peninsula (see statement page 1).

And that includes Australia. Because of its role as the US 
“deputy sheriff”, and because of the crucial importance to the US 
of the Pine Gap communications facility in the Northern Territory, 
Australia would be one of the fi rst nations targeted in any multi-
nation confl ict over Korea, including a nuclear war.

That doesn’t worry US President Trump, who recently tweeted 
with regard to the DPRK “Talking is not the answer”.

John Menadue, former Australian ambassador to Japan, has 
observed:

“Apart from brief isolationist periods the US has been almost 
perpetually at war, wars that we have often foolishly been drawn 
into. The US has subverted and overthrown numerous governments 
over two centuries. It has a military and business complex, almost 
a ‘hidden state’, that depends on war for infl uence and enrichment.

“It believes in its ‘manifest destiny’ which brings with it an 
assumed moral superiority denied to others. As the US goes into 
relative economic decline it will ask its allies such as Australia for 
more help and support. We are running great risks in committing 
so much of our future to the US.”

The Ancient Olympic Games were held in ancient Greece from 
the 8th century BC to the 4th century AD. The Wenlock Olympic 
Games, the forerunner to the modern Olympic Games, commenced 
in 1850. The Korean Winter Games bring promise of an easing in 
relations of the 65-year festering hostility, with the DPRK invit-
ing the South Korean President to visit Pyongyang for a summit 
meeting.

But convincing the US to back off will require Australia, one 
of its most trusted allies, to refuse unequivocally to participate in 
any renewed Korean confl ict.

The Turnbull Coalition government will never do that, so if we 
want to contribute to the struggle for peace in the Korean peninsula 
we must replace it with a new government that will.

Participation in the Winter Games is of vital importance. The 
struggle to develop weapons capable of deterring an attack by the 
US has stunted the national development of the DPRK and forced 
its people to live in constant fear of annihilation.

Its contestants may or may not win a medal. But the eyes of 
the people of the DPRK are on peace, and that’s the biggest prize 
of all – for them and for us.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
The Nazis carried their tragic fate down with them: now the Parisians 
are fi shing it out of the sewers and calling it existentialism.

Bertolt Brecht
”“

PRESS FUND
Last week businessman Elon Musk watched his massive 27-engine 
rocket blast off, carrying one of his electric cars into space. Musk 
points out that his cars contribute to the struggle to reduce global 
carbon emissions, but the rocket launch actually resulted in the 
emission of a huge mass of greenhouse gases. Hailed as a great 
revival of the space race, in reality the launch was a huge waste 
of money and resources, an advertising gimmick that signals the 
commercialisation of space. In future Guardians we’ll bring you 
more on the struggle over the global environment, but we need 
your help, so please send in a Press Fund contribution for the next 
issue if you possibly can. Many thanks to last week’s supporters, as 
follows:
Dr G Dittura $5, MM $10, “Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $10, 
G Spiers $50, PW $5
This week’s total: $85 Progressive total: $855

Peace games versus war games

“An affront 
to democracy”
A code banning the display of the 
Eureka fl ag and union symbols at 
construction sites has been met 
with disgust. Bendigo-based mem-
bers from a number of unions 
gathered outside the city’s trades 
hall last week to show they would 
not tolerate an attack on workers’ 
rights (see statement page 1).

Employers found to have 
breached the building code by dis-
playing union or union-related insig-
nia on company-issued clothing, 
property or equipment supplied can 
be deemed ineligible to tender for 
government contracts.

Australian Services Union del-
egate Tim Sullivan said the ban was 
not only of concern to people work-
ing in construction. “Once they’ve 
hamstrung them, what’s next?” he 
said.

Australian Services Union, 
Ambulance Employees Australia and 
United Voice members were among 

those standing alongside CFMEU 
members at View Street in a show of 
solidarity.

Danny Hill, of Ambulance 
Employees Australia, said the 
ban set a dangerous precedent. 
“The government is basically 
saying, ‘We don’t want to hear 
what workers have to say,” he 
said. The Australian Building 
and Construction Commission is 
responsible for implementing the 
code, which has been in place since 
December 2016.

A fact sheet published on January 
30 re-iterated the requirements in 
relation to union membership.

CFMEU local organiser James 
Simpson said the Eureka fl ag meant 
a lot to Victoria, to construction 
workers and the union movement 
and was often seen on construction 
sites.

“It’s a union-bashing expedi-
tion,” he said.

“We’re meant to be living in a 
democracy, not a fascist state.”

Unionist Neil Patton believed the 
ban was a tactic to reduce the infl u-
ence of unions.

“If you take away the symbol 
that unites them, you disempower 
them,” he said.

“The Eureka fl ag was created 
in the 1850s in Ballarat as a sign 
of solidarity against people causing 
oppression.

“Taking advantage of the Eureka 
fl ag is an affront to democracy.”

United Voice member Peter 
Watkinson turned to French history 
to make his point.

He had superimposed a picture 
of Malcolm Turnbull’s head over a 
portrait of France’s King Louis XVI.

“The day of the [French] revo-
lution that’s exactly what he wrote 
in his diary – ‘rain’, and noth-
ing. Ignorant to revolution,” Mr 
Watkinson said. 

In pursuit of wage justice
ACTU secretary Sally McManus has condemned 
Australia’s workplace laws as incapable of providing 
gender pay equity after a Fair Work Commission 
decision against two unions seeking equal pay for 
early childhood educators.

The case, brought by United Voice sought a pay rise 
for early childhood educators, who currently earn as 
little as $21 per hour.

The Fair Work Commission dismissed the applica-
tion, which sought to use metalworking industry clas-
sifi cations as a basis for comparison. There is still one 
application from the Independent Education Union that 
the Commission is yet to decide on.

The ruling for early childhood educators has 

ramifi cations for working women across all industries, 
such as aged care, where the majority of the workforce 
are women.

Early childhood educators have walked off the job 
several times as part of their Big Steps campaign for 
equal pay, with another walkout planned for March 27.

“This decision is proof that our current laws and 
institutions are incapable of addressing the gender 
pay gap,” said McManus. ”This decision sets work-
ing women back 30 years in their pursuit of wage jus-
tice. Our current laws are not capable of addressing the 
issue. Women’s work will continue to be undervalued 
unless our broken rules and institutions that govern the 
lives of working Australians are fi xed.” 

Sydney

VIGIL VIGIL 
DEMANDING DEMANDING 

THAT THE USA STOP THAT THE USA STOP 
THE BLOCKADE ON CUBATHE BLOCKADE ON CUBA
12:30 pm Saturday February 17 Sydney Town Hall

Kate from the ACFS just returned from the brigade in Cuba 
will come talk about her experience.
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To: Senate Cross Bench
The Turnbull government’s Social Services 
Legislation Amendment (Welfare Reform) 
Bill 2017 is scheduled to return to the 
upper house this month.

As the representative body for unemployed 
workers, we write to you to express our strong 
opposition to a series of brutal “reforms” that 
are designed to make life even tougher for wel-
fare recipients who are locked out of the labour 
market through no fault of their own.

Far from providing basic security and care 
for an ever-growing number of un/underem-
ployed workers, this new Bill will relegate job 
seekers to a constant state of deprivation, anxi-
ety and stress.

As senators, you have the power to pre-
vent the passage of such a needlessly cruel and 
punitive Bill. These “reforms” are a shameless 
attempt by this government to shift the respon-
sibility for the unemployment crisis away 
from its policies and onto the unemployed 
themselves.

The Australian Unemployed Workers’ 
Union is calling on the Senate Crossbench 
to protect the unemployed from such unjust, 
unreasoned policies.

Why is this important?
This Bill proposes three major attacks 

on the rights and dignity of unemployed 
Australians.

First, there is the demerit point system.
The Bill will impose harsher fi nancial pen-

alties on unemployed workers through a new 
demerit point system that can dock job seek-
ers up to a month of pay for failing to attend 
the barrage of appointments, Work for the Dole 
activities, training programs, and “volunteer” 
work placements.

Job seekers who miss appointments due to 
serious drug or alcohol related illnesses won’t 
even be allowed to exempt themselves from 
incurring demerit point penalties under this 
new scheme.

Here, private job agencies are to be given 
unprecedented powers to make compliance 
decisions without any governmental oversight; 
while unemployed workers will be left with no 
ability to launch appeals against judgments of 
their supposed “non-compliance”.

Gifting job agencies even more power 
over the unemployed is disturbingly ill-
advised, especially when you consider how 
many of these (primarily for-profi t) companies 
are already failing to enforce the compliance 
system fairly.

As documented recently by the National 
Welfare Rights Network, “nearly half of [job 

agency] provider [compliance] reports are 
rejected by Centrelink.”

Yet, the government plans to remove all 
checks and balances in a dysfunctional system 
it already knows needs closer regulation and 
scrutiny. Under the new reforms, Centrelink 
will no longer be in a position to consid-
er whether suspending someone’s pay will 
cause undue fi nancial hardship (i.e. is likely 
to result in homelessness) when making its 
determinations.

According to the government’s spin, the 
demerit point system is designed to get unem-
ployed workers “more engaged” with their 
activity requirements. Revealingly, in almost 
the same breath, the Coalition predicts that 
this system will also yield a budget “saving” 
of $204 million over four years by imposing 
more fi nancial penalties.

This is an extraordinary admission that, 
rather than being “engaged” with these require-
ments, many people (in their failure to comply) 
will in fact be punished and stigmatised by 
them.

Considering that, in 2015-16, the number 
of penalties imposed on job seekers by their 
agencies exceeded two million for the fi rst time 
(an increase of around seven-fold since 2011) 

this Bill will make surviving on Newstart that 
much more diffi cult and stressful.

Second, there is the increased job seeker 
requirements.

Despite already having one of the strictest 
requirements in the world, the Coalition wants 
to enforce more demands on unemployed 
Australians to “justify” their claim of benefi ts.

Under the Bill, close to 300,000 people 
aged between 30-49 will be forced to clock 
50 hours a fortnight of Work for the Dole and 
other job seeking activities (20 more hours than 
currently required).

Unemployed citizens aged 50-59 will have 
to attend 30 hours of work and training per 
fortnight (up from 15 hours). While jobseek-
ers 60 and over will now have to attend at least 
10 hours of “voluntary” work per fortnight to 
keep paltry benefi ts that are almost $200/week 
below the poverty line.

It beggars belief that the government wants 
to force hundreds of thousands of unemployed 
Australians to attend signifi cantly more hours 
at a Work for the Dole activity. This is a pro-
gram that, according to two separate reports 
commissioned by the Coalition, is both danger-
ous and pointless.

As a result of these ramped-up 

requirements, the government estimates that 
80,000 people will lose one to four week’s 
worth of their Newstart. This is a devastating 
punishment for those who rely on paltry pay-
ments to survive.

Undoubtedly, such a punishment will 
directly result in homelessness and destitution 
for tens of thousands of Australians.

Finally, there is the longer waiting period 
for Newstart.

It’s no secret that, through this Bill, the 
government wants to make applying for 
Newstart signifi cantly harder.

Currently, jobseekers are able to receive 
payments from the day they submit their 
application (i.e. the day they start requiring 
support). However, under the new reforms, 
unemployed workers won’t receive their fi rst 
Newstart payment until the day they attend 
their fi rst appointment with a job agency.

Going by current processing times, this 
means a delay of at least 16 working days – 
a devastatingly long time to leave vulnerable 
Australians without an income.

The government estimates that unem-
ployed workers will lose $198 million worth 
of payments as a result of this measure.
Australian Unemployed Workers’ Union 

Australia

From the Archives  The Socialist, March 1982

Oppose Welfare Reform Bill
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Victoria Rollinson 

Although the history books say that 
Howard’s WorkChoices policy was killed 
by the trade union movement and Kevin07, 
in reality, the biggest trick the Liberals and 
big business-devils ever played was con-
vincing the world WorkChoices was dead, 
buried and cremated.

Just when workers felt they were safe, 
protected by the Fair Work Act, the Liberals 
and big business were bringing in individual 
contracts and minimum rates by stealth, and 
fi nding loopholes to sabotage collective bar-
gaining. How did they do it? By turning work-
ers against unions.

In my study of trade union narratives, I 
have looked at the way the media have framed 
trade unions, from the shearer’s strike, the pig 
iron strike, the waterfront dispute, the Hawke 
Accord to WorkChoices. There is a consist-
ent theme in the coverage: unions are framed 
as the villains – unreasonable and bad for the 
economy. Employers are framed as the heroes 
– reasonable and good for the economy, always 
given the benefi t of the doubt. 

This narrative has been so successful at 
winning the culture wars that workers are cut-
ting off their nose to spite their face by oppos-
ing unions, right when they need unions most. 
Take, for instance, the case of Turnbull cheered 
on by truck drivers when promising to rid them 
of the Transport Workers Union and the Labor 
Party’s Road Safety Remuneration Tribunal, 
a regulatory body which was designed to 
“increase truck driver pay” so they could drive 
more safely.

Think about it for a moment. These owner-
operator truck drivers were “outraged” that a 
union, of which they weren’t members, was 
working in their interest for free. It was forcing 
monumentally-profi table supermarket chains to 
pay them enough that they didn’t have to break 
the speed limit all night to make a living. Since 
they were all being paid at least the same mini-
mum amount, and truck drivers provide a serv-
ice the supermarkets can’t forgo, they’d still 
have work. So, how is it in truck drivers’ inter-
est to campaign against higher rates of pay?

Contract workers, like these truck drivers, 

have been convinced that “being your own 
boss” gives you “freedom”, when really 
the only freedom it gives is for employers 
to rip you off. The fantasy of the Liberal’s 
WorkChoices dream has come true, yet many 
workers vote for union-bashing Liberal gov-
ernments again and again. 

By framing unions as power-hungry politi-
cal players, the media have detached “unions” 
from “workers”. They have put unions in the 
political-establishment-bucket, where they 
are written off as acting against the interest 
of workers. Industrial disputes are framed as 
“boss” versus “union boss”, suits doing back-
room deals, leaving workers with no voice 
in the story. Media reports of train strikes 
are about the will of “militant power-hungry 
union bosses” rather than stories of poor con-
ditions for rail workers and unsafe travel for 
commuters.

Employers have been using the cover 
of the Global Financial Crisis to claim they 
can’t afford pay rises. This is not a believable 
excuse. Profi ts are up 40 percent in the last four 
years, yet workers are still waiting patiently, 

too patiently, to be rewarded by wage rises. 
Too often workers believe their only choice is 
unstable, casual, low wage work – better than 
no job at all.

Part of the reason profi ts are so high is 
because productivity isn’t being rewarded, and 
wages do not cost what they should. Profi t-
takers are laughing all the way to off-shore-
tax-haven bank accounts, while workers are 
left with wages that are not keeping up with 
cost of living.

Then there is the double-whammy of the 
Liberal-stacked-laughingly-so-called “Fair 
Work Commission” which has made industri-
al strike action virtually impossible. So, even 
when the brave few union members organise 
to push back against greedy, uncompromising 
employers, they are left with no option than to 
put up with bad conditions, or resign.

But this is not the end of the story. 
Employers are individually greedy in refusing 
pay rises, and are also collectively cutting off 
their nose to spite their face by reducing the 
spending power of their customers. With 60 
percent of the economy reliant on consumer 

spending, you have to laugh so you don’t cry 
when groups like the Retailers Association 
bemoan low retail spending in the same year 
as they’ve won their campaign to cut the pay 
of hundreds of thousands of workers’ penalty 
rates. Workers are consumers, and when they 
can’t afford to shop, they don’t shop. This is 
not rocket science.

Unions are in a position to tell this story – 
of how the wage rises they facilitate are good 
for the economy; how workers should be una-
fraid of wage rises and how employers are 
lying when they say they can’t afford to pay 
workers.

The media’s trade union narratives have 
helped the Liberals and big business turn 
workers against unions, which ultimately turns 
workers against themselves. Unions can help 
to un-smash the movement by telling new sto-
ries to explain how workers can improve their 
lives, and make the economy a more equal and 
profi table place to work, by joining their work-
mates in solidarity. 

How the union movement 
can un-break itself

Six environment stories 
to watch in 2018

Gender pay 
bender

1. Coral reefs
With three quarters of the world’s coral reefs already 

at risk – due to threats ranging from invasive species to 
ocean acidifi cation to sunscreen pollution – the time for 
action is now. The International Coral Reef Initiative has 
dubbed 2018 the International Year of the Reef. Things 
have already kicked off in Fiji, with an announcement 
from the government of a major new protected site. UN 
Environment program has also just begun a detailed anal-
ysis of the status of coral reefs in the Pacifi c. Watch out 
for more news and action on reefs as the year progresses.

2. Plastic pollution
Building on the momentum of the 2017 UN 

Environment Assembly, a major focus of 2018 will be 
minimising plastic pollution – by phasing out single-use 
shopping bags, banning microbeads in cosmetics, and 
promoting the use of sustainable alternatives. Expect to 
see more news and major announcements on this front, 
including from major multinational companies, in 2018.

3. Greening the world of sport
With the Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang, now on 

in South Korea, the World Cup in Russia in June and 
July, and the Youth Olympics in Buenos Aires in October, 
2018 will be a fl agship year in the world of sport. Keep 
an eye out for announcements of new sustainability com-
mitments from major sports organizations. With billions 
of sports fans around the world, the potential impact here 
is enormous.

4. Environment and migration
In December, the international community will 

gather in Morocco to try to strike a new global deal for 
migrants and refugees. Climate change and environ-
mental degradation have already been offi cially rec-
ognised as drivers of migration – a fact that’s driven 
home by the climate-related disasters that continue to 
grab headlines.

5. Cities and climate change
A major theme in 2018 will be how the world’s cities 

can take the lead on both reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions and developing innovative ways to adapt to the 
changing climate. Landmark moments on this front will 
be the Resilient Cities Conference in Bonn, Germany 
in April, and the Global Climate Action Summit, to be 
hosted by San Francisco in September.

6. Big cats
Over the last century, the world has lost 95 percent 

of its tiger population. In just 20 years, Africa’s lion 
population has declined by more than 40 percent. Snow 
leopards, jaguars and similar species are also in danger 
due to habitat loss, poaching and other threats. In 2018, 
expect to see a major new push to protect the world’s 
big cats.
UN Environments 

The Australian Council of 
Trade Unions has condemned 
Australia’s workplace laws as 
incapable of providing gender 
pay equity after a Fair Work 
Commission decision against two 
unions seeking equal pay for early 
childhood educators.

The case, brought by the United 
Voice union sought a pay rise for 
early childhood educators, who cur-
rently earn as little as $21 per hour.

The Fair Work Commission 
dismissed the application, which 
sought to use metalworking industry 
classifi cations as a basis for compar-
ison. There is still one application 
from the Independent Education 
Union that the Commission is yet to 
decide on.

The ruling for early child-
hood educators has ramifi cations 
for working women across all 

industries, but especially in indus-
tries such as aged care, where 
the majority of the workforce are 
women.

Early childhood educators have 
walked off the job several times as 
part of their Big Steps campaign 
for equal pay, with another walkout 
planned for March 27.

“This decision is proof that our 
current laws and institutions are 
incapable of addressing the gender 
pay gap,” said ACTU secretary 
Sally McManus.

“This decision sets working 
women back 30 years in their pur-
suit of wage justice. Our current 
laws are not capable of address-
ing the issue. Women’s work will 
continue to be undervalued unless 
our broken rules and institutions 
that govern the lives of working 
Australians are fi xed.” 
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Anna Pha

The main target of the Royal 
Commission into Misconduct in 
the Banking, Superannuation and 
Financial Services Industries is 
the retail superannuation sector 
which the banks have their eyes 
on. The terms of reference drafted 
by the big four banks are designed 
to produce a whitewash of the 
corruption, fraud, malpractices 
and other misconduct by banks 
and insurance companies.

This is the Royal Commission 
the banks will be happy to have.

Former High Court judge 
Kenneth Hayne has been appointed 
as Commissioner and given a budget 
of $75 million. Its fi rst public hear-
ing was held in Melbourne this past 
Monday, February 12.

The Royal Commission was 
announced out of the blue by the 
Prime Minister on November 15, 
2017. It was set up a month later. 
The banks, insurance companies and 
industry advocates were immediate-
ly invited to make submissions. The 
public, the victims of their malprac-
tices, are still waiting to hear if and 
how they can make submissions.

The Prime Minister’s sudden 
turnaround came after months of 
strenuously resisting mounting 
public and Opposition pressure for 
a Royal Commission. He was faced 
with several backbench National 
Party MPs who were threatening to 
cross the fl oor in Parliament and sup-
port a bill which would have had far 
stronger terms of reference.

The big banks were extremely 

concerned that they would be faced 
with a genuine inquiry if the bill 
was passed. They turned up on 
Turnbull’s doorstep with draft terms 
of reference for a Royal Commission 
designed to do minimal damage to 
their reputations and permit business 
as usual.

Rorting banks
Families and small businesses 

are subjected to huge banking fees 
and charges. The profi ts of the Big 
Four Banks continue to soar, hitting 
a total of more than $30 billion last 
year.

We have seen a string of scan-
dals and rip-offs and rorts cost-
ing many Australians their homes, 
retirement savings and businesses 
and even facilitating the laundering 
of drug money.

The Royal Commission has been 
given very wide scope to pick and 
choose what it inquires into, but it is 
not required to inquire into “a par-
ticular matter to the extent that the 
matter relates to macro-prudential 
policy and regulation.”

Macro-prudential policy and reg-
ulation is defi ned as “policy and reg-
ulation including as to the structure, 
role and purpose of fi nancial regu-
lators, that is concerned with con-
taining systemic risk, which have 
widespread implications for the 
fi nancial system as a whole.”

It is also not required to inquire 
into matters that are being or will 
be dealt with by another inquiry or 
a criminal civil proceeding. That 
would appear to rule out much 
of the serious fraud and other 

misconduct by banks and insurance 
companies.

In effect these provisions rule 
out recommendations for tough reg-
ulation of the fi nancial sector, gut-
ting the Commission of its potential 
to recommend real change to protect 
clients.

Superannuation
The banks also took the oppor-

tunity to include superannuation in 
the terms of reference, the target 

being the industry superannuation 
funds that outperform the retail and 
corporate funds by miles. There had 
been no suggestion of misconduct by 
industry funds, let alone a campaign 
for a Royal Commission into them.

There have, however, been com-
plaints about the retail, for-profit 
superannuation funds that are run by 
the big banks and insurance compa-
nies. Not only do they charge higher 
fees and make smaller average 
returns for workers on their invest-
ments, but their conduct has left a lot 
to be desired on occasions.

For example, the ANZ’s super-
annuation fund Prime Access was 
forced to refund millions of dollars 
of fees charged for services not sup-
plied to its members.

Retail super funds are soaking up 
half of all fees in the superannuation 
system despite holding only 29 per-
cent of retirement savings, according 
to research carried out by Rainmaker 
for Industry Super Australia. But that 
is not all the private, for-profi t sector 
pockets.

It is even worse than that. Of 
that $31 billion in fees, the for-profi t 
sector (which also includes self-man-
aged super funds) ends up with $28 
billion, or 91 percent, Rainmaker 
found.

That is because, while the not-
for-profi t sector (including industry, 
public sector and corporate funds) 
charged a total of $12.7 billion in 
fees, $9.9 billion of that went to pri-
vate sector wealth managers to pro-
vide insurance and fund management 
services.

The not-for-profit sector kept 
only $2.8 billion.

Industry funds do more than 
just offer superannuation products. 
CBus, for example, which is spe-
cifi cally tailored to workers in the 
building and construction industry, 
offers insurance products to cover 
Death and Total and Permanent 
Disablement, income protection, etc. 
The premiums are paid out of the 
super fund and are cheaper than the 
for-profi t-insurance companies.

Its investments have resulted in 
the creation of thousands of jobs in 
the industry.

The average return per annum 
over the last 33 years is 9.4 percent.

Clause (c) of the Royal 
Commission terms of reference 
states: “whether the use by fi nancial 
services entities of superannuation 
members’ savings, for any purpose, 
does not meet community stand-
ards and expectations or is other-
wise not in the best interests of those 
members”.

So, what are the “best interest 
of members”? Is ethical investment 
considered as not meeting their best 
interests because it might not make 
the highest returns? Would offer-
ing additional insurance products or 
investing as does Cbus in the build-
ing and construction industry be con-
sidered not in their best interests?

The terms of reference, drafted 
by the banks, not surprisingly offer 
the financial sector considerable 
scope to attack industry superan-
nuation funds, despite their superior 
performance.

The banks and insurance com-
panies have been pushing to gain 
control of these funds for decades. 
The Howard Coalition government 
introduced reforms in 2004 requir-
ing an employer to deposit compul-
sory superannuation payments in the 
fund of each employee’s choice, in 
the hope that there would be a mass 
exodus from industry funds. Nothing 
of the sort happened. Workers were 
not duped.

The boards of industry funds 
have equal employer and union rep-
resentation. Enterprise agreements 
often specify default industry super-
annuation funds. The private, for-
profi t sector wish to reduce union 
representation to a small minority 
and have their own representatives 
in control.

They also want default funds 
removed from enterprise agreements.

The Commission is authorised to 
issue an interim report by September 
30 this year and the deadline for 
its fi nal report is February 1, 2019. 
Members of the public are invited 
to make submissions but must use 
the special form supplied by the 
Commission. Copies of this form are 
on their website. (See below.) 

Australia

Banks Royal Commission

The bastards after your super

US bans militant 
unionism
As the World Federation of Trade 
Unions, we denounce the govern-
ment of the USA which has denied 
granting to the WFTU General 
Secretary George Mavrikos an 
entry visa to the US. The WFTU 
General Secretary has scheduled 
a visit to the USA for March 2018 
to attend an event of the United 
Nations in New York, where he 
is a permanent representative of 
the WFTU, and to participate 
as main speaker in the annual 
trade union meeting of Trade 
Union Organisations members 
and friends of WFTU that will 
take place the same month in Los 
Angeles.

We followed all the proper 
procedures but unfortunately the 
persistent answer from the US 
authorities has been negative.

This position of the US 
Department of State is anti-demo-
cratic and aims at preventing free 
trade union action and the strength-
ening of the militant trade union 
movement of the workers in the US. 
At the same time, it is deliberate 
discrimination against the WFTU 
and against its right to fulfi l its role 
within the United Nations, a role 
that has played since 1945.

US governments do not like 
the consistent anti-imperial-
ist, anti-monopolist line of the 
WFTU, and they think that through 

anti-democratic prohibitions they 
will stop our internationalist action 
in favour of the peoples who strug-
gle to decide on their own, in a 
free and democratic way, about 
their present and future. But they 
will never manage this, no matter 
how many anti-democratic, racist 
measures they take against the 
international militant trade union 
movement.

We also addressed the US 
embassy in Athens without receiv-
ing a positive answer.

The Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of Greece was also informed, 
but the coalition government of 
SYRIZA and of far-rightist ANEL 
neither wants nor is able to assure 
the right of free movement of the 
citizens of Greece to the US.

At the same time, trade union 
organisations in the US sent a letter 
of protest to the US Secretary of 
State, Rex Tillerson, but no reply 
has been forthcoming.

The answer of the US authori-
ties to all these legal actions we 
have been forced to take is that we 
should apply to be exempted from 
the “Terrorist Travel” system.

These actions are provocative 
and unacceptable. The WFTU is a 
mass, class oriented, international 
Trade Union Organisation with 
92 million members in 126 coun-
tries all over the world. Since its 

foundation, in October 1945 until 
today, its history is public and well 
known. It has never been servile 
towards imperialists or multination-
als. Nor now will it sell its history.

At the same time, the prohibi-
tion of entry of the WFTU General 
Secretary into the USA points out 
up another question: How is it pos-
sible for international organisa-
tions to operate in the USA, since 
their government randomly sets 
out anti-democratic rules and arbi-
trary restrictions about visa issu-
ing. We are awaiting with interest 
the position of the relevant serv-
ices of the United Nations on this 
subject, since the USA prohibits 
the entrance of WFTU legal repre-
sentative into the country where the 
United Nations Headquarters are 
located.

On the basis of this situation 
we ask a legal visa to be granted to 
the General Secretary of the WFTU 
and all these discriminations against 
WFTU cadres to stop.

We assure the workers of the 
USA that irrespective of any dif-
fi culties and obstacles, the WFTU 
will stand by their side in their 
struggles. Internationalism and soli-
darity are the unbeatable weapons 
of the workering peoples.

The Secretariat
WFTU Home page: https://fi nancialservices.royalcommission.gov.au. 

Link to form: https://royalcommissionwebform.lawinorder.com.au
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Armaments 
merchant
To

The Hon Marise Payne
Minister for Defence
PO Box 6100
Parliament House,
Canberra, 2600

Dear Ms Payne,
As we approach this year, the centenary of the cease fi re of the war to end 
all wars, it is disturbing to say the least that our government wants to 
remember the loss of 60,000 lives with a massive program for Australia to 
be a major armaments merchant. We believe that more taxpayer dollars 
should not be committed to the manufacture of weapons used in war. The 
$3.8 billion Defence Export Facility to assist arms industry companies 
wanting to fi nd overseas markets serves only the forces that in fact 
brought us World War One.

In the spirit of the voices of over 100 years ago that called for world peace, 
Australia should be an independent voice seeking diplomatic and peaceful reso-
lution of confl icts, not a country boosting the arms race and the profi ts of arms 
manufacturers who rely on the existence of confl icts. The doubling of military 
exports from Australia between 2013 and 2015 and a further 50% in 2015 and 
now the talk of further increases, is clearly not in the spirit of the mentioned 
forebears.

As you know, the United Nations Arms Trade Treaty came into force in 
December 2014, and has 130 signatories, and 89 ratifi cations, including 
Australia’s. As you know many Australians who have demonstrated on many 
occasions their opposition to arms trade fairs we hope you can acknowledge that 
they don’t want to go down the path of militarisation of society.

Australia has a history of positive actions for peace internationally and 
whilst in recent decades this admirable record has been reversed we would ask 
that you join in dialogue with Australian peace groups, such as ours, to reassert 
Australia as a nation genuinely championing peace.

We would assert that it is not strong defence exports that will safeguard 
Australia against confl ict, but strong and respectful relationships between 
Australia and countries in and outside our region.

Your government’s assertion that arms exports will only be to countries 
where there are strict controls in place, is not borne out by current practice, for 
example where Australian fi rms have received contracts to supply Saudi Arabia 
with military equipment, despite the appalling human rights record in that coun-
try and its ongoing war on Yemen.

In this time of growing inequality in both the world and Australia our tax 
dollars would be better invested in areas such as health, education, transport, and 
import replacement initiatives that serve and develop local opportunities for the 
diverse regions of Australia.

The AABC along with other local peace groups believes our government’s 
foreign policy should be focused on dialogue with and support for other coun-
tries to address the causes of war and offer resources to help create the condi-
tions of peace – not actively promote measures which perpetuate war.

Yours sincerely,
Australian Anti-Bases Campaign Coalition

Voices for Peace
What 
alternative?
To

The Hon Richard Marles MP
Shadow Minister for Defence
PO Box 6022 House of Representatives
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Your reported comments in the Mercury newspaper and 
in other news outlets to the effect that “a future ALP 
government would allow the US to expand its military 
footprint in Australia” is extremely worrying. Not so long 
ago your leader said there was not a “cigarette paper of 
difference” between his position and the Prime Minister’s 
position on so-called national security.

We now see that the reason for voting ALP has disappeared 
as you and your government would be as uncritical of the bel-
licose Trump administration as the Turnbull government. We 
need calm voices in Australia to protect us from the scourge of 
war yet your voice as the alternative government to the smug 
and uncritical tones coming out of Julie Bishop’s mouth and 
others in the Liberal National government is just as bad.

We ask you how many more US bases can we host in 
Australia? How many more exercises can we participate in? 
How many more large tracts of land are to be contaminated 
by US ammunition used at practice or bombing ranges? When 
will any ALP government draw the line and say enough is 
enough?

At present we have 50 US facilities and our ADF is con-
stantly exercising either in this country or overseas. The sta-
tioning of US Marines in Darwin has meant that we (the 
Australian taxpayer) have to pay for their accommodation to 
the tune of $2.3 billion.

Apart from loading us up with extra debt and neglecting 
the ALP’s so-called consideration for the ordinary working 
family of Australia. Clearly, this policy from these perspectives 
is ridiculous, as it sets up an Australian government that will 
continue to neglect education, health, and social welfare just 
the Liberal Nationals are doing.

Internationally the US has 1,000 bases in 40 countries and 
yet you are suggesting that they be given more? Your policy 
will mean that expenditure on the US military will threat-
en domestic objectives but more that it will threaten trade. 
This will mean loads of job losses.  Yet you in an ideologi-
cal straight jacket have deemed it is a fair enough risk to run 
against the very workers who so faithfully support the ALP. 
How long can China maintain a reasonable relationship with 
Australia if it continues to give bases to the US from which 
that aggressive country can attack or at least threaten China.

Yours sincerely
Denis Doherty

National Coordinator AABCC
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Rob Gowland

Prior to the Second World War, the heart-
land of capitalism – the place that set the 
system’s policies, methods and style – was 
England. But after WW2, capitalism’s 
heartland shifted base to the USA, where, 
80 years after the end of the American Civil 
War – the “war to free the slaves” – a deep 
and pervasive racism operated.

In the southern half of the country, blacks 
and whites were ruthlessly segregated, at 
school, on public transport, at work, every-
where. The system worked to the benefi t of 
capitalism, keeping workers divided by race 
and at the same time giving poor whites the 
illusion that they were not really being ruth-
lessly exploited because there was a sizeable 
segment of the population – “coloureds” –  
who were not only visibly worse off than they 
were but were clearly “inferior” to them.

And capitalist propaganda hammered 
home the message that that was exactly the 
way things should be, because poor blacks 
were “undeserving” – alleged to be shift-
less, lazy, ignorant and prone to criminality. 
Despite the courageous civil rights movement 
which ended the worst aspects of the racist 
“Jim Crow” system in the USA – segregation, 
overt racial abuse, lynchings and other symp-
toms of white supremacist terrorism – racism 
itself did not disappear, a fact which did not 
overly discommode capitalism.

Racism has always been part and parcel of 
capitalism’s stock of weapons. It was used to 
divide – and conquer – the numerous different 
peoples who found themselves within one or 
another of the colonial “empires”. And when 
the “natives” fought back, they were labelled 
“terrorists”, as in Kenya, Algeria or Malaya.

The national liberation struggles that fol-
lowed WW2 were emboldened by the histor-
ic victory over fascism and the progressive 
ideas that had underpinned that momentous 
event. And all of them acknowledged the 
debt they owed to the Great October Socialist 
Revolution. Capitalism reacted with concen-
tration camps (e.g. in Kenya), state terrorism 
(Algeria) or open warfare (Malaya, Indonesia, 
Borneo, The Philippines, Indo-China).

At the same time, US imperialism (with 
the full support of its British counterpart) set 
out to “roll back Communism” by starting a 
war on the Korean peninsula. The Koreans 
they fought were labelled “gooks”.

While Americans were soon to be found 
engaged in combat for US imperialism’s “stra-
tegic interests” in numerous parts of Asia and 
South and Central America, at home racism 
determined the nature of national policy – or 
warped policies that were meant to combat 
racism.

Even as President Johnson was talking up 
his “Great Society”, he had to use the army 
to escort nine black teenagers to high school 
in Arkansas as racists angrily resisted inte-
gration. But if segregation was out of favour 
and losing traction, the right wing in the US 
simply changed tactics. Instead of ranting 
against “niggers”, they now argued for “states 
rights” and railed against “big government”. 

In the lexicon of US racism, “big govern-
ment” is a euphemism for welfare payments 
to the undeserving poor – in other words, to 
people of colour. Paradoxically, it is used to 
justify tax cuts for the rich and big corpora-
tions, on the grounds that if they are left with 
more money, they will employ more people. 
In fact such tax cuts merely mean government 
income is reduced so government has less 

money with which to make welfare payments. 
Since the majority of welfare recipients are in 
fact poor whites, these cuts adversely affect 
the very constituency the Right is trying to 
win.

Undeterred, they fall back on propaganda:  
implying – rather than stating outright – that 
if it wasn’t for all the money being “wasted” 
on Latino and Black welfare recipients, poor 
whites could almost wallow in luxury! It’s 
sheer nonsense of course, but they can hardly 
tell people the truth: that shortage of funds 
for welfare payments (if true) can only be the 
result of corporate greed.

Poverty is endemic across the US. 
However, the poverty rate among people 
of colour is higher than among whites. 
Consequently, the need for social programs 
is correspondingly higher, too. But the 
Republican Right is not concerned with logic, 
still less with humanity. They are concerned 
with building a power base, so they resort to 
lies, half-truths and distortions.

The task of ensuring that the Blacks and 
coloureds stay in their place falls to the USA’s 
massive militarised police forces and law 
enforcement agencies (for many years when 
J Edgar Hoover headed the FBI, that organi-
sation gave serious attention to ways of pre-
venting “the coming Black uprising”). In a 
culture where virtually all young Black men 
are regarded as potential criminals, and pos-
session (and use) of guns is common place, 
the killing of young Black men in particular 
by the police is also distressingly common-
place. So commonplace in fact, that it has 
generated the active and signifi cant “Black 
lives matter” movement.

The role of police forces under capitalism 
is to safeguard the rule of capital, to protect 

private property, the wealthy and corporate 
power. Racism, historically a major tool of 
capitalism, pervades all the activities of capi-
talism’s police forces. Young Black men are 
arrested in grossly disproportionate numbers 
and make up the bulk of those unfortunates 
confi ned in the private industrial prisons that 
have spread across the USA, providing US 
capitalism with a new form of highly profi t-
able slave labour.

While people of colour demonstrate 
against police killings, the right-wing calls 
for “law and order”, which is code for “pre-
vent the Blacks from rioting”. Donald Trump 
ran for president on an openly racist platform 
that advocated making welfare payments only 
to the “deserving” poor (i.e. poor whites). 
Since taking possession of the Oval Offi ce, 
his racism has become even more overt and 
more blatant. 

From offending Native Americans 
with a crude racist slur against Democrat 
Congresswoman Elizabeth Warren (calling 
her “Pokahontas”), to pandering to Israel’s 
desire to conquer and absorb the whole of 
Palestine, Trump has blended his far-Right 
politics with crude racism to the delight of his 
base constituency (uneducated poor whites).

William C Anderson, a contributing 
editor covering race, class and immigration 
at the Praxis Centre for the USA’s Kalamazoo 
College, has pointed out that “White suprem-
acy, too, is a grounding undercurrent of this 
country’s history and present-day function-
ing. If the Trump presidency concludes, we 
will still be faced with a powerful system of 
oppressions. Until we confront the systems 
that enabled Donald Trump’s rise to power, 
we’ll always be at risk of seeing someone like 
him empowered again.” 

Racism – a capitalist tool

Racism has always been part and parcel 
of capitalism’s stock of weapons.
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US pressures 
Games of peace
US VICE-President Milke Pence 
pressed South Korea to take a 
harder line with the North the day 
before the opening of the Winter 
Olympic Games “of peace.”

With North and South Korea 
fi elding a joint women’s ice hockey 
team and hundreds of North Korean 
musicians and martial artists set to 
perform, the Pyeongchang games 
have become a symbol of peace.

But hawkish Pence warned 
South Korean President Moon 
Jae In not to allow Pyongyang to 
use the games for “propaganda,” 
repeating bellicose rhetoric he had 
spouted in Japan the day before. 
Welcoming Pence to the presidential 
Blue House, Moon called the land-
mark sporting event the “Olympic 
Games of peace.”

He said he hoped they would 
become “a venue that leads to dia-
logue for the denuclearisation of the 
Korean peninsula.”

However, Mr Pence com-
plained that previous attempts at 
detente with Pyongyang had been 
met with “wilful deception, broken 
promises and endless and escalating 
provocations.”

The US has repeatedly reneged 
on its obligations under treaties with 
Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea (DPRK), requiring the latter 
to end its nuclear weapons program.

The  US v ice-pres ident 
announced that his country would 
impose the “toughest and most 

aggressive sanctions yet” on DPRK, 
which now claims to have the capa-
bility to obliterate Washington.

In a further snub to Pence, 
Moon’s spokesman Kim Eui Kyeom 
said the president would have lunch 
with DPRK offi cials attending the 
opening ceremony.

They include Kim Jong Un’s 
sister Kim Yo Jong, deputy direc-
tor of the ruling Workers Party 
central committee, and Kim Yong 
Nam, who heads the presidium of 
the North’s legislature.

Pence insisted that, despite disa-
greements over their stance towards 
the North, the alliance between the 
US and South Korea was “strong.”

A DPRK Foreign Ministry said 
the country’s delegation had “no 
intention” of meeting the US visi-
tors, but the US vice-president 
refused to rule out a casual encoun-
ter, while reiterating: “North Korea 
needs to once and for all abandon 
its nuclear and ballistic missile 
ambitions.”

Kim presided over a military 
parade in Pyongyang to mark the 
70th anniversary of the creation of 
the regime’s armed forces.

In an apparent bid to keep 
Olympic cooperation on track, how-
ever, the event was lower key than 
previous parades, with few missiles 
on display and national TV only 
showing highlights later in the day.
Morning Star 

Ben Chacko

Russians have marked the 75th 
anniversary of the Red Army’s 
victory at the Battle of Stalingrad, 
on February 2, attending a mili-
tary parade and laying wreaths 
to honour the soldiers who died 
defending the city. Seventy-fi ve 
tanks, one for each year that has 
passed since the Nazi surren-
der on February 2, 1943, rolled 
through Volgograd, as Stalingrad 
was renamed in 1961, while 50 
aircraft and 1,500 soldiers also 
took part in the commemoration.

Stalingrad has been called the 
bloodiest battle in history, with 
more than a million deaths in over 
fi ve months of brutal close-quarters 
fi ghting.

The German defeat foiled 
Hitler’s plan to cut off Soviet access 
to the oilfi elds of the Caucasus, cost 
the Wehrmacht hundreds of thou-
sands of troops, and is seen as World 
War II’s key turning point, mark-
ing the beginning of the end for the 
Nazis.

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
inspected wreaths in Volgograd and 
the Defence Ministry released a 
number of formerly classifi ed mili-
tary documents.

They included a handwrit-
ten note from General Konstantin 
Rokossovsky reporting the capture 
of the German commander Friedrich 
Paulus on January 31, 1943 and the 
order granting Hero of the Soviet 
Union status to Yakov Pavlov, whose 

platoon’s defence of a single build-
ing since known as “Pavlov’s house” 
for over two months became legen-
dary. Soviet general Vasily Chuikov 
later remarked that the assault on 
Pavlov’s house had cost the German 
army more soldiers than the conquest 
of France.

In an address to mark the anni-
versary, Russian Communist Party 
leader Gennady Zyuganov praised 
the “unparalleled” sacrifi ces of the 
city’s residents.

As the greatest-ever victory 
for Soviet arms and proof of the 
“effectiveness of a planned socialist 
system,” the truth about Stalingrad 
had always caused “tooth-grinding” 
among anti-communists, he point-
ed out, with false accounts seeking 
to portray the Soviet and German 
forces as equally savage. He point-
ed to testimony from Field Marshal 
Paulus on the efforts of Red Army 
doctors to save the lives of German 
prisoners after the battle.

Zyuganov also raised the 
demand that Volgograd be renamed 
Stalingrad permanently. As with the 
use of Leningrad in St Petersburg, 
the name is already offi cially adopt-
ed by the city on certain important 
anniversaries.

“We cannot allow the winning 
country to cover up the sacred feats 
of its people, while other countries 
demonstrate much better memory,” 
Zyuganov said, pointing out that 
even Paris has a Metro station called 
Stalingrad.
Morning Star 

75th anniversary

Nazi surrender at Stalingrad

Russian soldiers marching in a military parade as part of the 75th anniversary.

US protects ISIS
Syria and Russia last week 
accused the US of protecting ISIS 
after its bombing of government-
allied militia. The US bombing 
coalition claimed that the mili-
tia had staged an “unprovoked 
attack against well-established 
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) 
headquarters” in Deir Ezzor 
province.

It claimed US troops were at 
the headquarters fi ve miles east of 
the River Euphrates, located in a 
large oilfi eld. Unlike Russian forces, 
the US has not been authorised by 
Syria’s government to deploy troops 
in the country.

The coalition said its air strikers 
were in self-defence.

Syria’s official Sana news 
agency reported that those targeted 
were local volunteer militia fi ghting 
Isis and other insurgents, dubbing 

the raid “an attempt to support ter-
rorism.” Sana said the US hit 10 
positions between Khusham and al-
Tabiyah, in government-controlled 
territory just east of Deir Ezzor city, 
causing heavy damage and killing 
scores of people.

Russia’s military said 25 fi ghters 
had been injured by US artillery and 
helicopter fi re.

The Russian Defence Ministry 
said the raid “again showed that the 
US is maintaining its illegal presence 
in Syria not to fi ght the Islamic State 
group, but to seize and hold Syrian 
economic assets.”

The Syrian army reported that it 
had retaken parts of ISIS-held terri-
tory in north-east Hama province.

Meanwhile, Russia’s Foreign 
Ministry claimed that the US coa-
lition’s 35-mile exclusion zone in 
southern Syria, occupied by groups 

using the Free Syrian Army (FSA) 
name, “is being used by the scattered 
units of ISIS” as a refuge.

And Britain’s Independent news-
paper reported that the FSA militia 
groups supporting Turkey’s invasion 
of Kurdish-held areas in northern 
Syria were in fact made up by former 
ISIS fi ghters.

Patrick Cockburn quoted a local 
source named as “Faraj” as saying: 
“Most of those who are fi ghting in 
Afrin against the YPG [Kurdish 
militia] are ISIS, though Turkey has 
trained them to change their assault 
tactics.”

Turkey’s dual justifi cation for 
invading Afrin province was to pre-
vent Kurdish forces from controlling 
the border and to supposedly attack 
ISIS, though it is absent from the 
region.
Morning Star 

Politics in the Pub Perth presents

The Communist Manifesto
On the 170th anniversary of its publication

Discussion led by Dr Christopher Chrouch
Other guest speakers: Kevin Sneddon, CFMEU legal & Vlad Bychkov 

of Murdoch Communist & Socialist Club – Chair by the CPA

6-8 pm Thursday February 22
43 Below Bar and Restaurant 
43 Barrack St CBD – Just off  the Hay St Mall, opposite the Perth Town Hall

Food and drink at pub prices – Free entry

For more your information call 0419812872
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Ramzy Baroud

For a brief historical moment, 
Alexis Tsipras and his political 
party, Syriza, ignited hope that 
Greece could resurrect a long-
dormant leftist tide in Europe. A 
new Greece was being born out 
of the pangs of pain of economic 
austerity, imposed by the EU 
and its overpowering economic 
institutions – a troika so ruthless, 
it cared little while the Greek 
economy collapsed and millions 
of people experienced the bitter-
ness of poverty, unemployment 
and despair.

The Coalition of the Radical Left 
(Syriza) came to power in January 
2015 as a direct outcome of popu-
lar discontent with the EU. It was 
a time where ordinary people took 
a stance to fi ght for whatever sem-
blance of sovereignty that was not 
wrestled away from them by politi-
cians, bankers and powerful bureau-
cratic institutions.

The result, however, was quite 
disappointing. Tsipras, now prime 
minister, transformed his political 
discourse and gradually adopted one 
that that is more consistent with the 
very neo-liberal policies that pushed 
his country to its knees in the fi rst 
place.

Syriza sold out, not only politi-
cally and ideologically, but in an 
actual physical sense as well.

In exchange for bailout loans 
that Greece received from interna-
tional creditors – estimated at £189 
billion between 2010 and 2015 – 
the country is being dismembered. 
Greece’s regional airports are now 
operated by German companies and 
the country’s main telecommunica-
tions fi rm has been privatised, with a 
good chunk of it owned by Deutsche 
Telekom.

“The only thing missing outside 
the offi ce of Greece’s privatisation 
agency is a sign that reads: ‘A Nation 
for Sale’,” wrote Greek political 
economist CJ Polychroniou.

Unsurprisingly, economic sub-
servience is often a prelude to polit-
ical bondage as well. Not only did 
Syriza betray the aspirations of the 
Greek people who voted against aus-
terity and bailouts, it also betrayed 
the country’s long legacy of main-
taining amicable relationships with 
its neighbours.

Since his arrival at the helm of 
Greek politics, Tsipras has moved his 
country further into the Israeli camp, 
forging unwise regional alliances 
aimed at exploiting newly explored 

gas fi elds in the Mediterranean and 
participating in multiple Israeli-led 
military drills.

While Israel sees an opportuni-
ty to advance its political agenda in 
Greece’s economic woes, the Greek 
government is playing along without 
fully assessing the possible reper-
cussions of engaging with a country 
that is regionally viewed as a pariah, 
while internationally becoming con-
demned for its military occupation 
and terrible human rights record.

Israel moved to pull Athens into 
its own camp in 2010, shortly after 
the Turkish-Israeli spat over the 
Mavi Marmara attack when Israeli 
commandos attacked the Turkish 
boat bound for Gaza, killing nine 
Turkish nationals and injuring many 
more.

Although Turkey and Israel have 
since reached a diplomatic under-
standing, Tel Aviv has moved for-
ward to create alternative allies 
among Balkan countries, exploiting 
historical confl icts between some of 
these countries and Turkey.

Bilateral agreements were 
signed, high-level diplomatic visits 
exchanged and military exercises 
conducted in the name of deter-
ring “international jihad” and fi ght-
ing terrorism. Greece and Cyprus 
received greater Israeli attention 
since they, on the one hand, were 
seen as political counterweight to 
Turkey and, on the other, because 
of the great economic potential that 
they offered.

Just one month after the Mavi 
Marmara attack, the then Greek 
prime minister George Papandreou 
visited Israel followed by an offi -
cial visit by Israeli prime minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu to Greece – the 
fi rst of its kind. That was the start of 
a love affair that is growing deeper.

The main motivation behind 
the closeness in relations is the 
Leviathan and Tamar gas fields, 
located in the territorial waters 
of several countries, including 
Lebanon. If Israel continues with its 
plans to extract gas from an energy 
source located off the coast of 
Lebanon, it will increase the chances 
of yet another regional war.

When Tsipras came to power on 
the shoulders of a popular political 
movement, Palestinians too hoped 
that he would be different.

It was not exactly wishful think-
ing, either. Syriza was openly criti-
cal of Israel and had “vowed to cut 
military ties with Israel upon coming 
to offi ce,” wrote Patrick Strickland, 
reporting from Athens. Instead 

the “ties have, nonetheless, been 
deepened.”

Indeed, soon after taking power, 
the “radical left”-led Greek govern-
ment signed a major military agree-
ment with Israel – the “status of 
forces” accord – followed by yet 
more military exercises.

All of this was reinforced by a 
propaganda campaign in Israel hail-
ing the new alliance, coupled with a 
changing narrative in Greek media 
regarding Israel and Palestine.

One George N Tzogopoulos has 
been particularity buoyant about the 
Israel-Greek friendship. Writing a 
series of articles in various media, 
including the right-wing Jerusalem 
Post, Tzogopoulos suggests that, 
unlike the older generation of Greeks 
who have sided with Palestinians in 
the past, the young generation is 
likely to be pro-Israel.

“This process (of converting 
Greeks to loving Israel) will take 
time, of course, because it is prin-
cipally related to school educa-
tion,” he wrote in Algemeiner. “But 
the change in coverage of Israel by 
Greek journalists is a good omen.”

That “change of coverage” was 
also notable in the recent offi cial 
visit by Israeli President Reuven 
Rivlin and his meeting with Tsipras 
and other Greek officials. In the 
meetings, Rivlin complained of 
Palestinian obstinacy and refusal to 
return to the “peace process,” thus 
causing a “serious crisis.”

The “radical left” Tsipras 
said little to challenge Rivlin’s 
falsehoods.

Greece was not always this way, 
of course. Who could forget Andreas 
Papandreou, the late Greek leader 
who gave the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) diplomatic status 
in 1981 and stood by Palestinians 
despite US and Israeli threats?

It is that generation that 
Tzogopoulos and his ilk would like 
to see gone forever, and be replaced 
by morally flexible leaders like 
Tsipras. However, signing up to an 
Israel-led economic and military alli-
ance, in an area replete with confl ict, 
is a terribly irresponsible move, even 
for politically inexperienced and 
opportunistic politicians.

For Greece to be the “strong arm 
of imperialism in the region” – as 
described by the leader of the far-
left Workers Revolutionary Party in 
Greece – is “completely stupid” as 
it will, in the long run, bring “cat-
astrophic results for (the) Greek 
people.”
Morning Star 

International

Japan: On January 23 the leaders of Japan’s largest business 
lobby and labour body met for full-fl edged shuntō spring wage 
negotiations. Negotiations between labour and management are 
expected to heat up in the lead-up to March 14, when many com-
panies are scheduled to present their wage proposals to the labour 
side. The conservative government of Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
has called for the talks to result in a three percent rise in wages. 
But Kozu, who is leader of the trade union confederation Rengo, 
said he will demand a four percent hike where the wage growth 
rate among major companies in the past four years stood below 
three percent.

India: Over 1,000 workers have been on strike since January 29 
demanding implementation of labour law provisions. Claiming to 
represent the unorganised workforce employed by dockworkers 
and commission and forwarding agents with the New Mangalore 
Port Trust (NMPT). The All-India Port Workers’ Federation 
(AIPWF) said the workers, mainly drivers and crane operators, are 
not being brought under Employee State Insurance (ESI) cover 
and paid minimum wages, bonus and provident fund. The AIPWF 
of the All-India Central Council of Trade Unions (AICCTU), which 
is associated with the Communist Party of India (Marxist–Leninist), 
has denounced the authorities’ “apathy” when addressing the 
demands of workers providing services to the NMPT. On February 
6 the Deputy Labour Commissioner directed the AIPWF to with-
draw from the strike. He advised the NMPT to issue directions to 
all agencies and companies working for the port to strictly com-
ply with all laws concerning welfare, wages and other statutory 
requirements in respect of their workers. Additionally he advised 
all employers not to antagonise workers and infl ame the situation.

Nepal: In February the Nepalese government launched a cam-
paign to address public transport sector child labour. In the fi rst 
phase under the child labour-free public transportation drive, var-
ious awareness programs are being launched through various 
media outlets, said the coordinator of the Central Child Welfare 
Board. The Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act-2056 
defi nes those below the age of 16 years as children. The Act and 
Motor Vehicles and Transport Management Act-2049 prohibit the 
use of child labour in the public transport sector.

Pakistan: On February 1, members of the Railways Workers’ 
Union (CBA) Workshop held a demonstration demanding pro-
motions and services upgrades for diploma-holding engineers 
and class-IV railway employees. The railways union leaders and 
Peoples Solidarity Forum activist addressed the demonstrators 
calling for an end to the privatisation of the Pakistan Railways and 
the oppression of its workers. They also demanded the railways 
administration end the fi ve percent salary deduction for housing 
services. Addressing the workers, the president of the railways 
union said the dignity and morale of workers was on the decline 
as 30 years of austerity and anti-labour practices in the Pakistan 
Railways had left the once former fl ourishing institution.

Andrew E Rayment

Region Briefs

Greece in dangerous 
Middle East game

Tsipras, now prime minister, transformed his political discourse and gradually 

adopted one that is more consistent with the very neo-liberal policies that 

pushed his country to its knees in the fi rst place.
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Retail workers 
against duopoly
Woolworths workers have been without a 
new agreement for over two years. The old 
agreement has been kept in place because 
Woolworths is saving tens of millions of 
dollars every year by not paying minimum 
Award penalty rates. Retail and Fast Food 
Workers’ Union members exposed this 
dodgy behaviour in 2015 and 2016 at Coles 
and we now know Woolworths is doing the 
same dodgy thing to workers.

In fact, many more workers are worse off 
at Woolworths. Our analysis shows more than 
two in three Woolworths workers are earn-
ing less than the minimum Award rates. It’s 
time Woolworths workers had a union at the 

negotiation table that cared about them and not 
an outdated political agenda.

Minimum Award penalty and other rates 
are:
• 25% for casual staff (not 20%)
• 95% penalty rate on Sunday (not 50%)
• 25% penalty rate on Saturday (35% for 

casual staff)
• 25% penalty rate on weeknights between 

6pm and 11pm
• overtime pay on weeknights/mornings 

between 11pm and 7am
• 60% for 17 year old staff (not 55%)
• 70% for 18 year old staff (not 67.5%)
• Free uniforms

We represent members who appoint us 
as their bargaining representative in bargain-
ing. We will provide your appointment letter/
email to Woolworths and they must then nego-
tiate with us as your bargaining representa-
tive. Woolworths has agreed that we will be 
involved in bargaining.

We have no time to lose. The SDA union 
and Woolworths have used every agreement 
negotiation over the past 20 years to strip con-
ditions. In early 2016 the SDA agreed with 
Woolworths to a new EBA which didn’t fi x 
these issues. That dodgy deal was never put 
to staff because Woolworths knows it would 
never pass the Better Off Overall Test – the 
vast majority of workers are much worse 
off than the minimum Award wages and 
conditions.

We intend to restore and improve upon 
every Award right. This means being active in 
store, with workmates and in negotiations.

On November 15, 2017 members unani-
mously endorsed our claims for bargaining.

If you want your union to negotiate with 
Woolworths as your bargaining representative 
for these claims, you need to join RAFFWU, 
appoint us as your bargaining representative, 
and tell your colleagues!

We’ve now also exposed a shocking new 
deal which cuts the base rate of pay of online 
workers who work in new purpose built stores 
by $1.50 per hour. This secret dodgy deal 
between SDA and Woolworths shows they are 
coming for your base rate too.

Retail and Fast Food Workers’ Union

Attack dog unleashed

The Turnbull government’s building indus-
try attack dog has issued new Building 
Code rules that specifi cally ban the Eureka 
Flag from being displayed on a building 
site.

If an employer breaches the Code, they are 
ineligible to compete for government work.

It shows that nothing had changed at the 
ABCC since former boss Nigel Hadgkiss was 
forced to resign after breaking the very laws 
he enforced.

Former ABCC boss Nigel Hadgkiss acted 

like a partisan attack dog for the Turnbull 
Government. We can now see that the new 
leadership of the ABCC is no different.

It is very clear that the Turnbull govern-
ment’s ABCC is not about productivity or 
industry reform. The ABCC is merely a tax-
payer funded vehicle for the Liberal Party’s 
culture war against unions.

There are real problems that require the 
PM’s attention, like stagnating wage growth 
and casualisation of the workforce. Yet they 
have gone out of their way to make a specifi c 
set of rules for one fl ag – a fl ag that represents 
a struggle for democracy and fairness.

Under these rules, it would be permissible 
to display the fl ag of North Korea, an ISIS fl ag, 
or a swastika – but not the Eureka Flag. The 
changes also include making the display of a 
single union logo on equipment on a construc-
tion site a breach of code. Union logos were 
permissible under the previous rules unless 
they were “voluminous or large scale”. This 
would mean, for example, that a union sticker 
on a hard hat would be a breach of the Code.

At the same time they try to criminalise 
journalism, they are making rules about putting 
stickers on hard hats and fl ying the Eureka 
Flag. It’s behaviour you would expect under 
a dictatorship.

Dave Noonan
CFMEU 

National Construction Secretary

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

Whose money is it? Many depart-
ments of corrections (DOCs) 
supplement their state budgets 
with business deals. These deals 
mean free or under 50-cents-per-
hour use of prison workers. It’s a 
billion-dollar industry that many 
Americans know nothing about.

Over 50 prominent American 
corporations have been exposed for 
using prison labourers to reduce 
their payroll costs over the last sev-
eral years. Prior to 2016, organic 
grocery giant Whole Foods sold a 
$12-a-pound bag of tilapia that was 
labelled “from sustainable American 
family farms.” This family farm 
was actually Colorado prisoners 
making 74 cents a day or less. And 
their fancy goat cheese? The goats 
and milk were produced by the 
same prisoners. Whole Foods saved 
money and the Colorado Department 
of Corrections likely made a bundle.

Some McDonald’s crew member 
uniforms are made by prisoners 
making even less money – a lot less 
– than the ones who wear the uni-
forms. Walmart has been known to 
buy produce from prison-run gar-
dens. Female inmates in South 
Carolina have in the past sewn inti-
mate apparel for Victoria’s Secret. In 
fact, whistleblowing inmates were 

placed in solitary confi nement when 
they exposed that they had been 
told to remove “Made in Honduras” 
labels and replace them with “Made 
in America” labels. In 1993, AT&T 
laid off thousands of union employ-
ees in call centres to be replaced by a 
prisoner answering call centre. Those 
prisoners made less than $2 a day.

The website of Buycott, which 
encourages consumers to make sure 
the companies they shop with match 
their principles, lists many surpris-
ing American companies who have 
relied on exploited prison labour. 
They include: Abbott Laboratories, 
Autozone, Bank of America, Bayer, 
Cargill, Caterpillar, Chevron, 
Costco, John Deere, Eli Lilly, 
GlaxoSmithKline, International 
Paper, Johnson & Johnson, Sears, 
Koch Industries, Mary Kay, Merck, 
Motorola, Pfi zer, ConAgra Foods, 
Starbucks, United Airlines, UPS, 
Verizon, Wendy’s. When you pur-
chase products from these compa-
nies, you might be unknowingly 
participating in the prison labour 
system.

On a side note, but worth men-
tioning: The hidden fact is that just 
ten companies own the world mar-
kets for most of the products we 
use in our homes every day. Many 

of the corporate titans of the Trump 
era (and within his administration) 
are essentially the same exploit-
ers who have dominated our econ-
omy for the past century. Yet what is 
more pronounced today is that some 
of those companies are exploiting 
prison workers by using a loophole 
in the 13th Amendment to the US 
Constitution.

A recent National Review article 
by Chandra Bozelko speaks directly 
and personally about prison slavery. 
“Getting Congress to amend the tax 
code and defi ne even unpaid prison 
labour as employment in the coming 
session would trade the language of 
oppression – calling what inmates do 
slavery – for the language of power 
– calling their activity employment – 
and change prisoners’ mindsets and 
views of themselves,” she writes. “In 
addition to changing prisoners’ self-
concept, allowing them to collect 
unemployment benefi ts can change 
their ability to support themselves 
when they leave custody and help 
them remain law-abiding and free.”

Prison Policy Initiative lists state 
by state the average prison worker’s 
wage. In several states – mostly in 
the South – prisoners receive abso-
lutely no pay for jobs they may do. 
In some others, they may earn up to 

$56 a month for a full-time 7-hour-
a-day job. The most well-paid may 
break $100 a month, again, for a 
full-time job. And these numbers, in 
many cases, are going down, not up.

Mark Salay of KWBU says, 
“The use of prison labour, and its 
meagre compensation, has long 
been a contentious issue. But while 
it is private prisons that get a lot of 
media attention for their for-profi t 
business model, wages for the incar-
cerated in public and federal pris-
ons, which hold the vast majority of 
inmates, have declined over the past 
two decades.”

The nation’s incarceration rate 
has spiked as much as 500 percent 
in the last 40 years, driven in part 
by the War on Drugs and bipartisan 
“tough-on-crime” policies. While the 
prison population has skyrocketed, 
government funding for housing the 
prisoners has not kept up. That has 
forced the incarcerated to help pay 
for the high cost of their imprison-
ment through steep fees. Coupled 
with low or in some cases non-exist-
ent wages, that has left inmates in 
destitute conditions over the course 
of their sentence.

“The cost of living goes up 
every year on the outside and they 
don’t just account for that in prison,” 

said Cole Dorsey, an organiser for 
the Incarcerated Workers Organising 
Committee (IWOC), an offshoot of 
the Industrial Workers of the World 
union.

IWOC allies itself with prisoners 
and states on their website:

“Prisoners are some of the most 
exploited workers in the country. 
There are very few safety regula-
tions and no worker’s compensa-
tion for injury on the job. While in 
prison, [prisoners] try to earn money 
to support their families, themselves 
and pay victim restitution yet these 
wages prevent them from that.”

IWOC says it is working to abol-
ish prison slavery and argues the cur-
rent corrections system “does not 
correct anyone or make our commu-
nities safer.”

An honest and heartfelt dis-
cussion on exploiting prison work-
ers is necessary for any true change 
to happen. Amending the 13th 
Amendment as it relates to prison 
slavery is a must. Becoming aware 
of the plight of these exploited work-
ers by society is another.
People’s World 

Prison 
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Blake Skylar

Greenland and other parts of the world 
are experiencing a troubling phenomenon. 
It sounds like something out of post-apoc-
alyptic fi ction, but the dark snow falling 
on land ranging from the Arctic to the 
Himalayas is quite real. The black material 
found in the snow is comprised of dust and 
soot. It’s called cryoconite, and it’s largely 
the product of forest fi res and man-made 
global warming. In terms of both climate 
and pollution, it’s a sign that things are 
getting worse.

American geologist Ulyana Horodyskyj, 
from the University of Colorado, Boulder, fi rst 
encountered the blackened snow while set-
ting up a weather station on the Nepal-Tibet 
border. “One week old snow was turning black 
and brown before my eyes,” she said. She and 
her fellow researchers “found contaminants 
after melting down samples and running them 
through a fi lter.” The dark snow is also discon-
certing for another reason. “You know how 
you feel warmer in the sun if you wear a dark 
shirt rather than a light-coloured shirt? That’s 
because the dark material absorbs more radia-
tion. Dark particles on the white snow do the 
same thing, melting the snow faster.”

An Earth & Space research study is in 
agreement with this conclusion, noting that 
“albedo” – a scientifi c term meaning “refl ec-
tive whiteness” represents the fraction of solar 
energy that Earth refl ects back into space. 
Lightly coloured areas of the planet, especial-
ly those covered in fresh snow and ice, refl ect 
the largest portion of that energy, while darker 
areas absorb more heat.

According to data from the Geological 
Survey of Denmark and Greenland, in 2014 
the Arctic ice sheet was 5.6 percent darker 
than the 1981-2010 average. During that same 
year, there were more forest fi res measured 
in the Arctic than ever before in history, and 
the Greenland ice sheet has melted at a rate of 
about 286 gigatonnes per year since 2009. This 
shows a startling correlation between the black 
snow and natural disasters caused by climate 
change. This creates a vicious cycle in which 
more fi res are caused as ice warms, and the ice 
warms more quickly due to the cryoconite that 
is, in part, a product of those fi res.

Forest fi res, however, are not the main 

culprit. Other contributors include power 
plants and wood-burning stoves, according to 
National Geographic. The overall darkening 
of the snow, and the ensuing melting effect, 
will likely cause sea levels to rise more rapidly 
than previously forecast, as prior studies had 
not taken this recent phenomenon into account.

Part of the solution, say researchers, is 
to reduce emissions caused by the burning 
of fossil fuels and wood, which means shift-
ing toward clean energy and addressing the 
issue of increasing brushfi res. “Controlling 
soot may be the only method of signifi cantly 
slowing Arctic warming within the next two 
decades,” said Marc Z Jacobson, director of 
Stanford University’s Atmosphere/Energy 
Program. “We have to start taking its effects 
into account in planning our mitigation efforts 

and the sooner we start making changes, the 
better.” Cryoconite, he learned, is the second-
leading cause of global warming after carbon 
dioxide. He also pointed out that this is not 
just about vanishing sea ice and future cli-
mate change catastrophes, but also about the 
here and now. These kinds of soot emissions, 
he found, kill over 1.5 million people prema-
turely each year, and leaves millions more with 
respiratory issues, cardiovascular disease, and 
asthma.

“Black carbon or soot,” said Horodyskyj, 
“is hard to spot with the naked eye,” when 
it is in areas that are inaccessible to most 
people – high up in the Himalayas, for exam-
ple, where it has been found. “Yet we see the 
damage it leaves in its wake.” That damage, 
she explained, varied depending on region. 

These “dark particles lead to enhanced heat-
ing, melting, and sublimation. While melt-
ing ice in Greenland can directly contribute 
to sea level increases, in the Himalayas ice 
loss affects people on a more local scale, by 
disrupting water sources, as well as cutting 
off climbing routes. The Nepalese Himalaya 
are home to eight of the world’s 8,000-metre 
peaks. As climate continues to change and con-
ditions become more treacherous for climbing, 
this may affect the local communities who rely 
on trekkers and mountaineers for income.”

Whether in the Himalayas or Greenland, 
“this is mostly [caused by] man-made pollu-
tion,” she concluded. “Governments must act, 
and people must become more aware of what is 
happening. It needs to be looked at properly.”
People’s World 
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The World Trade Organisation (WTO)’s 
Eleventh Ministerial Conference (MC11), 
which took place in Buenos Aires on 
December 10-13, ended in complete failure 
and some disarray.

In some famous last words at Buenos 
Aires, WTO spokesperson Keith Rockwell, 
who was asked at a media briefi ng on 
December 12 how he would compare MC11 
with other WTO Ministerials, and hard put 
to present a positive gloss to a conference 
heading for complete failure, highlighted the 
hospitality of the Argentine government as a 
fantastic success of the conference!

He had earlier pointed to a draft joint 
declaration on “gender equality” sponsored 
or supported by many delegations, as also 
the great support of business, ministers and 
leaders. That draft declaration was among 
many not adopted, India having blocked it 
as extraneous to the WTO remit and Doha 
Development Agenda (DDA) negotiations.

On electronic commerce (an issue deeply 
dividing the WTO membership but one which 
his boss, Director-General Roberto Azevedo, 
promoted at a side-event in Buenos Aires as 
benefi cial to small enterprises, despite their 
organisations in various developed and devel-
oping countries declaring it as inimical to 
their interests), Rockwell said there is a dig-
ital divide. The proponents, he added, have 
been saying without equivocation that they 
need technical assistance to help close the 
digital divide at the same time.

The failure of MC11 was inevitable 
perhaps from the outset, as host country 
Argentina and the WTO leadership attempt-
ed to ignore mandates and the interests of the 
vast majority of members. From the start, the 

conference chair, Argentine Minister Susana 
Malcorra, rode roughshod over the rights 
of members at plenary, not giving them the 
fl oor to voice any contrary views to her pro-
posals but gavelling consensus where none 
existed.

Both the WTO leadership and host 
Argentina were intent on burying the DDA 
negotiations (as the US and the EU wanted 
to be able to resile on their treaty commit-
ments). Instead, negotiations on controversial 
new issues were sought, some not even in the 
ambit of trade and the WTO, but all aimed at 
foreclosing any likely competition to existing 
developed-country dominance of markets.

With the US adamantly refusing to agree 
to any permanent accord on public stock-
holding (PSH) programs for food security 
in developing countries (even as the US and 
the EU were determined to block any scru-
tiny of their own agricultural subsidies), the 
conference saw open, bitter clashes between 
the US on the one side and, on the other, 
India, China, South Africa and others which 
demanded a permanent solution for their PSH 
programs.

As a result of all this, the Argentine gov-
ernment – which had expended huge amounts 
to host the conference (and promote its 
own neo-liberal, neo-mercantilist economic 
agenda) and had alienated global civil soci-
ety and public opinion by banning scores of 
NGOs and denying visas for many more – 
ended with little or nothing to show for its 
efforts.

Even its hopes of staging the signature 
ceremony of an EU-Mercosur free trade 
agreement as a side-event were not apparently 
realised. The EU-Mercosur meeting was only 

able to agree on a common statement and 
press release on continuing their efforts!

At the conclusion of MC11, a positive 
spin was sought to be given to the conference 
through reference to several announced initia-
tives for plurilateral negotiations and accords 
on new issues not on the WTO’s mandate. 
Several of them have even been listed on the 
WTO website, although it was clear that some 
were or were likely to be illegal under the 
WTO remit.

In a Twitter comment on talk of possible 
future plurilateral agreements, Simon Evenett, 
professor of international trade and economic 
development at the University of St Gallen 
in Switzerland, said it felt more like a case 
of “back to the future”. Seeking plurilateral 
instead of multilateral deals reminded him, he 
said, of the Tokyo Round trade negotiations in 
the 1970s.

In terms of the Marrakesh treaty which 
established the WTO, there can be no plurilat-
eral agreement (with conditional rights and 
obligations applicable to signatories) in areas 
already covered by existing agreements 
[under the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) or the General Agreement on 
Trade in Services (GATS)].

Any such agreement involving changes 
to the current GATT or GATS schedules of 
members has to be agreed to by all members 
by consensus, and any benefi ts in such sched-
ules have to be extended unconditionally to 
all non-signatories of the plurilateral accord 
which are WTO members.

As for a plurilateral agreement in areas of 
trade not covered by any existing agreement, 
and that would need to be included in Annex 
IV of the WTO Agreement, it would require 
consensus of a Ministerial Conference on 
the basis of a request from signatories of that 
plurilateral accord.

In a leaked recording of her remarks at a 
closed plenary of the WTO membership, the 
EU Trade Commissioner Cecilia Malmstrom 
said that MC11 has been a total failure. 

“We failed to achieve all our objectives,” 
Malmstrom said in a closed-door meeting 
of delegation heads, according to the audio 
recording as reported by US media outlet 
POLITICO.

“We did not achieve any multilateral out-
comes,” Malmstrom was cited as saying. 
“The sad reality is that we did not even agree 
to stop subsidising illegal fi shing. I hope all 
delegations here refl ect carefully about the 
message this sends to our citizens, to our 
stakeholders and to our children. It says a lot 
about the WTO.”

Malmstrom spoke about “the defi ciencies 
of the negotiating functions of the WTO”, and 
in an effort to cast the blame (without naming 
them) on India, South Africa and a few 
others, she accused some member countries 
of “cynical hostage-taking” in the multilateral 
negotiations.

The EU Trade Commissioner’s remarks 
blaming others for defi ciencies in the WTO 
negotiating function were rather rich, consid-
ering that in the WTO’s 22-year history, it has 
been the EU and the US that have engaged 
in “hostage-taking” and blocked developing-
country demands that they deliver on their 
Marrakesh treaty commitments and correct 
the glaring asymmetries in the system.

The US and the EU have been blocking 
DDA compromise accords in order to be able 
to continue subsidising and protecting their 
own domestic markets (including heavy sub-
sidies to their farming sector) and ensure oli-
gopolistic control by their corporations in the 
global market.

Judging by media reports, it would 
appear that the attempts by the EU, Azevedo, 
Malcorra and others to shift the blame for 
the failure of MC11 to India and a few others 
have failed. Most reports blamed the US for 
its blocking of all efforts at several key deci-
sions, such as a permanent accord on PSH 
programs, a ministerial declaration or any ref-
erence to the DDA negotiations.
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WTO Ministerial talks 
collapse in disarray

The 11th WTO Ministerial Conference, held in December, ended in deadlock and total 
disarray. As Chakravarthi Raghavan explains, this failure was due to attempts by the 
rich countries to renege on the organisation’s earlier mandated decisions on key issues 
of vital importance to developing countries (such as food security) while pushing onto 
the agenda new issues which had no organic link to trade or the WTO.


