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Food and water at risk

Rob Gowland

A newly approved coal mine on the NSW
Central Coast will put at risk the whole
region’s precious water supply. And an
open cut mine on the Liverpool Plains
will jeopardise NSW’s food bowl. The
underground mine, Wallarah-2 on the
NSW Central Coast, is planned for the
Dooralong and Yarramalong Valleys. These
are the catchment areas for at least half the
Central Coast’s water sources.

Disbelieving residents point out that this
same mine has been disallowed by the State
government twice before. But the company —
the Korean government-owned Kores Australia
Ltd — keeps coming back with slightly amend-
ed proposals, clearly endeavouring to batter
down the opposition. Or perhaps it is just wait-
ing until the state government — always sympa-
thetic to the wishes of big business — feels the
time is propitious for riding roughshod over the
local community.

Australia is the driest continent on Earth.
The bulk of the population clings to the coastal
fringe. Nowhere is water plentiful. The Central
Coast of NSW is designated as an area for pop-
ulation growth. But already, water has to be
piped into the region from Newcastle to the
North. Jeopardising the aquifers of the two
valleys, the water supply for hundreds of thou-
sands of people, for the sake of the revenue
from a polluting coal mine has astounded resi-
dents of the region.

On January 17, the Planning Assessment
Commission (PAC) once again recommended
approval of the Wallarah-2 coal mine, flying in
the face of not only popular opposition but also
scientific evidence and even common sense.
In fact, the PAC approved the mine despite
acknowledging that it will lie beneath a sen-
sitive and already stressed water catchment
and that it will have an adverse impact on that
water catchment! Clearly, money talks.

The Wallarah-2 coal mine project has
been the subject of a long and bitter commu-
nity campaign against it. It would be a long-
wall mine, in which machinery travels along
the seam ripping out the coal and dump-
ing the overburden behind it as it progresses.
It uses very few coal miners but the method
practically guarantees there will be subsid-
ence. Subsidence from long-wall coal mining
in other areas has seen damage to roads and
houses and — more significantly — has seen the
bottoms crack and “fall out” of dams, creeks
and rivulets.

In 2011, Liberal leader Barry O’Farrell,
then in Opposition, notoriously made a speech
wearing a “Water not Coal” T shirt of the
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Barry O'Farrell wearing a “Water not Coal” T shirt of the anfi-mine campaign.

“1f Wallarah-2 believes that they have beaten us,
they are mistaken. We will not go away.”

anti-mine campaign — along with his Central
Coast candidates — in which he promised that
a future NSW Liberal government would stop
the mine going ahead — “no ifs, no buts — a
guarantee!”

As soon as he was elected Premier, howev-
er, that “guarantee” was abandoned. The com-
munity, led by the Australian Coal Alliance
(ACA), has been fighting this potentially cat-
astrophic project ever since. ACA Campaign
Director Alan Hayes said after the latest PAC
decision that they would continue to fight
the Wallarah-2 coal mine until “the enemy is
driven from the gate”.

The ACA has made the decision go to the
Land and Environment Court and challenge
the PAC decision. This will be costly — cap-
italist governments aren’t partial to ordinary
people challenging the activities of big busi-
ness, and coal in Australia is still big business.
Renewable energy might already employ more
people but it does not yet generate sufficient
income to challenge the entrenched interests of
the fossil fuel industry.

The community campaign is hoping to
raise sufficient funding from donations to cover
the anticipated legal costs. “Our legal team is
already preparing our challenge for a judicial
review”, said Alan Hayes. “The Australian

denying allies

Coal Alliance, on behalf of Central Coast resi-
dents, will continue this fight. We fully expect-
ed that this was what we would have to do.

“The mining company has been defeated
twice before and we will defeat them again.
This is a risky, unwanted coal mine that threat-
ens the safe drinking water supply for hun-
dreds of thousands of people, and that’s been
knocked back by a previous State government
for those very reasons.

“Our waterways are precious and this mine
could have an impact for decades to come.
The Coalition came to power promising to
end mining in sensitive drinking water catch-
ments. They promised to stop this very coal
mine, Wallarah-2, but now they’ve given it the
green light.

“How is it possible that the mine is now
approved? The system is broken.

“If Wallarah-2 believes that they have
beaten us, they are mistaken. We will not go
away.”

The State government of Gladys
Berejiklian is as committed to fossil fuels
as its federal counterpart. Malcolm Turnbull
has notoriously spruiked the fictional ben-
efits of “clean coal”, while cutting funding
for development of renewable energy sourc-
es. Astoundingly, the Berejiklian government

Culture & Life
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has also given the go-ahead for a huge new
open-cut coalmine on the Liverpool Plains, the
“bread basket” of NSW.

However, Labor’s record is no better.
In NSW, previous Labor state governments
have strongly backed coal mining, while the
present Queensland State Labor government
is loudly championing the highly risky Adani
coal mine, which threatens a considerable part
of the state’s environment including the Great
Barrier Reef, on the very dubious grounds that
it will “boost employment”.

It is a curious fact that right wingers, who
normally don’t give a toss about whether ordi-
nary people have work, defend all their most
indefensible schemes with the shrill cry: “It
will create jobs!” Adani’s CEO originally said
the mine would produce 10,000 jobs, a claim
echoed relentlessly by the Queensland Premier.
However, the company’s own expert told a
government enquiry that in fact “over the life
of the project”, the mine would produce only
1,464 jobs. To put that in perspective, the fed-
eral government recently cut almost that many
jobs from Centrelink alone!

What the Adani mine will do is threaten
a considerable part of the state’s environment
including the Great Barrier Reef itself.

Continued on page 2
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Support for the elderly dumped;
corporate welfare, military spending soar

When the former Abbott government introduced its 2014 horror
budget, federal Treasurer Joe Hockey proclaimed: “The age of
entitlement is over!” Smug and triumphant, Hockey and Finance
Minister Mathias Cormann were subsequently photographed to-
gether smoking large cigars.

However, alarmed by public rage over the budget’s ruthless cuts
to welfare and other entitlements, Malcolm Turnbull subsequently
ousted Abbott from the leadership. Hockey was made ambassador
to the US; Abbott remained, sullen, sulking and scheming on the
backbench.

But Turnbull didn’t reject Abbott’s objectives. Last year his
government severely restricted the age pension asset test which,
together with the income test, determines whether an applicant is
entitled to a full or part pension or any pension at all.

Pension entitlements are already stringent. The maximum
pension for a single homeowner is now only $447.20 per week
and $674.20 per week for a homeowner couple. The poverty line
is $426.30 per week per single adult.

Many people depend on the lower utility charges and discounts
on pharmaceuticals, hospital stays and specialist treatment that
accompany a pension. But pensions were being reduced by a ta-
per rate of $1.50 per fortnight for every $1,000 in assets above
the threshold. This was changed to $3 on January 1, 2017. The
government also increased the thresholds for the assets test and
eligibility for allowances.

A pensioner’s own home isn’t classified as an asset. But home
furniture is, even though it’s a necessity, and so is a car, despite
being a necessity for many people. The government classes a holiday
cottage as an asset because it could be rented out to provide an
income — but if it’s rented out, the pension will be reduced if the
homeowner’s total income then exceeds the income test limit.

The number of people receiving a pension normally rises each
year. However, in the first six months after the government changed
the pension rules last year, the number of people receiving full or
part aged pensions actually fell. Hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple who had been receiving full aged pension payments had their
entitlements reduced, and approximately 86,600 who had been
receiving part payments lost their pensions altogether.

The introduction of national aged pensions in 1909 implicitly
acknowledged the contribution that elder citizens had made to
national development, as well as their right to humane financial
support by a grateful nation in their later years.

But the two major parties have dumped those principles.

Pension indexation is now based only on the consumer price
index, with no allowance for any rise in population income levels.

Labor disgraced itself several years ago by announcing it in-
tended to raise the pension age for both men and women to 67
years. Delighted, the Coalition immediately declared it would raise
the pension age to 70 years.

They argued that people now live longer, so people had to work
extra years in order to avert a national “economic catastrophe”.

But over time, productivity increases far more rapidly than
the population’s lifespan, and budget allocations necessary to
pay pensions at age 65 for men or 60 for women could easily be
provided from the bloated budget allocations for aggressive war
preparations and corporate welfare, including the planned reduc-
tion in company tax.

And the idea that older people have the right to enjoy more
years in retirement if they live longer doesn’t seem to have crossed
the minds of either of the major parties.

In reality, if the pension age is raised, unemployed “seniors” will
be forced to seek financial help from the government’s threadbare
welfare payments, which are much lower than current pension
rates.

That’s very bad news for our elders, but excellent news for
the Coalition. They believe that pensions and welfare payments
are just a drain on the national budget, and that the current and
planned restrictions on those payments will assist the government
to achieve its objectives, i.e. boosting big business profit levels and
military expenditure and the holy grail, a budget surplus.

It’s not surprising that pensioners are saying: “A plague on
both your houses!”

PRESS FUND

After Australia Day, prime minister Turnbull vigorously defended
his government’s policy of incarcerating asylum seekers who
attempt to reach Australia by boat. What an irony! Australia Day
celebrates the arrival of dozens of boatloads of British convicts and
their masters who staggered ashore in Sydney Harbour in 1788.
Britain hadn’t sought the permission of Aboriginal people for them
to land, they were Australia’s first “unauthorised arrivals”! The

Guardian is committed to exposing the callousness and hypocrisy of

the government’s treatment of both Indigenous peoples and asylum
seekers. However, we need your help, so please send in a Press
Fund contribution for the next issue if you possibly can. Many
thanks to last week’s supporters, as follows:

Dr G Dittura $5, C Greer $25, Max Hunt $25, K Manski $20,
MM $10, “Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $10, E Seymour $25

This week’s total: $125 Progressive total: $770

Child sexual abuse in institutions
is not just a thing of the past.
That’s the chilling warning from
SNAICC chairperson Sharron
Williams in the wake of the final
report of the Royal Commission
into Institutional Responses to
Child Sexual Abuse.

The head of the peak
Indigenous children’s organisation
said it was clear more urgent work
was needed to keep kids safe.

Ms Williams welcomed the
royal commission’s report, and
wants to see all 402 recommenda-
tions accepted and implemented as
soon as possible. Called in 2013,
the commission heard the sto-
ries of almost 7,000 survivors of
child sexual abuse, 985 of whom
are Indigenous. The great major-
ity of these people had been abused
before 1990.

Among the commission’s rec-
ommendations are funding for
Indigenous healing approach-
es and full implementation of
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Child Placement Principle,
where Indigenous kids are placed
where possible with family or
Indigenous carers.

It also stresses the need for safe
schools and hostels for Indigenous
boarding students, and the impor-
tance of cultural safety for children
in youth detention.

Ms Williams said strong cul-
tural identity, connections to family
and community, and cultural care
practices are non-negotiable factors
in keeping Indigenous children safe.

“The pain and injustices of the
past have been acknowledged, and
must now be redressed,” she said.
“At the same time, we must tackle
current challenges to ensure our
children are kept safe in family and
culture.”

National Family Violence
Prevention Legal Services chief
executive Antoinette Braybrook
also welcomed the report, saying
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Warning over
threat to kids

that access to Aboriginal communi-
ty-controlled bodies is essential to
healing.

She said Aboriginal communi-
ty-controlled organisations are best
placed to support survivors.

“The royal commission has
acknowledged the importance of
culture and developing specific ini-
tiatives to keep our children safe,”
Ms Braybrook said.

“We work with Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander women and
children nationally who have expe-
rienced family violence, and the
royal commission identified that
many of those have been victims of
child sexual abuse.

“It’s the trust and confidence
that our people have in us that takes
us into those communities to raise
awareness and provide support.”

Three-quarters of the
Indigenous survivors interviewed
said they were sexually abused in
out-of-home care, with most cases
occurring in historical residential
institutions like mission dormito-
ries and children’s homes. More
than one third of survivors said they
were sexually abused for between
one and five years.

Bringing Them Home
Committee (WA) co-chair Tony

Hansen said there has been little
acknowledgement of the injustices
faced by Aboriginal children who
were taken from their families, with
the recommendations of the 1997
Bringing Them Home report “large-
ly ignored by governments”.

“The significant level of
sexual abuse suffered by Stolen
Generations children over many
generations was confirmed when
the Bringing Them Home report
was tabled over 20 years ago, yet
little has been done to implement
the many recommendations in that
landmark report,” he said.

“We will be looking to
Commonwealth and state govern-
ments and the various churches who
failed our children to commit to
the proposed redress scheme and to
the implementation of the recom-
mendations in the report, but also
to review the Bringing Them Home
report, which acknowledges the spe-
cific plight of Aboriginal children.

“If we want our families to heal
and end the cycle of intergenera-
tional trauma, the solutions are to
be found in the recommendations of
the royal commission report and the
Bringing Them Home report. It is
time for action.”

Koori Mail &

Water not Coal

Continued from page 1

The burning of fossil fuels is a
major contributor to climate change,
while coal mining scours the land so
that it resembles a moonscape, dam-
ages the health of those who work in
the industry and (if we include the
transporting of coal) generates enor-
mous quantities of dust and other
fine particle pollution. The health
and environmental benefits from
developing renewable sources of
energy are overwhelming and, one
would have thought, overwhelming-
ly obvious.

In 2013, the Independent Expert
Scientific Committee (IESC) on
Coal Seam Gas and Large Coal
Mining Development reported in
part: “There are significant risks
associated with the proposed project
[referring to Wallarah 2] having a

detrimental and long-lasting effect
on an already stressed water supply
catchment.”

The federal Member for Dobell,
Labor MP Emma McBride, has
referred the mine’s approval by the
PAC to the federal Environment
Minister Josh Frydenberg for
assessment under the Environment
Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act (EPBC).

Assessment under the Act is
supposed to take into account its
potential impact on threatened spe-
cies and water resources (rather than
how much money the company has
laid out on securing “influence” in
government circles). Ms McBride,
who is loudly supported by Wyong
state Labor MP David Harris, said
“Minister Frydenberg has the chance
to stop this mine. If he doesn’t, he’s

not only ignoring our community, he
is ignoring the advice of experts that
clearly says this mine is a threat to
our water catchment.”

The people on the NSW Central
Coast and the Liverpool Plains, like
their counterparts battling Adani in
Queensland, are waging campaigns
in defence of their homes, their
health and their rights in the face of
the corporate greed of the coal indus-
try and the short-sightedness of state
and federal governments that clearly
do not believe they have any respon-
sibility towards the people they
claim to represent.

We need governments of a new
type at state and federal level — gov-
ernments that put the concerns of
working people before those of the
profiteers. In other words, Socialist
governments. &
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must be the same.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

For man and woman, truth, if I understand the meaning of the word,

Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Women (1792)
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The Bringing Them Home
Report, also known as the Stolen
Generation Report, was tabled in
Federal Parliament on May 26,
1997. It revealed the tragic his-
tory of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander children forcibly
removed from their families, com-
munities and Country. The Stolen
Children National Inquiry heard
first hand of the harsh treatment
received from government agen-
cies, church, police and other
institutions and the suffering and
loss that followed.

In its introduction the Stolen
Generation Report states: “The truth
is that the past is very much with
us today, in the continuing devas-
tation of the lives of Indigenous
Australians.”

It quotes the Governor General
who stated in August 1996: “The
present plight, in terms of health,
employment, education, living con-
ditions and self-esteem, of so many
Aborigines must be acknowledged as
largely flowing from what happened
in the past. The dispossession, the
destruction of hunting fields and the
devastation of lives were all related.
The new diseases, the alcohol and
the new pressures of living were all
introduced. True acknowledgment
cannot stop short of recognition of
the extent to which present disad-
vantage flows from past injustice and
oppression ...”

Unfortunately many of the
racist, colonialist policies of
the past are still with us, as is
the suffering and dispossession
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander (ATSI) people. The policy
of genocide and the removal chil-
dren from their families continues,
albeit in different guises.

As in the past, it is present-
ed by right-wing, racist politicians
and commentators as protecting the

children being removed from their
families.

Domestic violence, alcoholism,
child abuse or neglect are not a result
of bad parents who do not love their
children or do not care, as the racists
would have us believe.

The social disadvantages and
issues that the Governor General
referred to have only been exacer-
bated by lack of essential services,
unemployment, overcrowded hous-
ing, discrimination and the actions
of mining corporations as they seize
their land.

When she was the NSW Minister
for Family and Community Services
from 2011-2014 Pru Goward showed
little concern for children, failing to
fill 2,068 full-time caseworker posi-
tions. As a result the cases of more
than 40,000 vulnerable children
reported to Community Services
in 2012-13 were closed, just not
investigated.

Chronic shortages of casework-
ers resulted in only 18 percent of
children reported to the Department
of Community Services in Western
Sydney receiving a visit by a case-
worker. Goward was forced to resign
her portfolio.

Twelve months ago she returned
to the portfolio, once again given
responsibility for the protection of
children.

This time she has come up with a
scheme to promote adoption of chil-
dren who are in out-of-home care,
in fact a scheme for compulsory
adoptions.

The Coalition government will
invest $90 million in two programs
over four years to bring about behav-
ioural change in 900 families. Nine
hundred of the state’s “most vulner-
able “families will receive thera-
py from caseworkers who will visit
them on a weekly basis for six to
nine months.

Half of the children will be
Aboriginal. Where parents fail to
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respond to the therapy quickly their
children will be removed permanent-
ly — adopted out! In other words the
children will be forcibly and perma-
nently removed from their parents.

The Department issued a govern-
ment discussion paper last October
seeking comments by the end of
November. It canvassed a number
of other reforms including dispens-
ing with the present requirement that
birth parents must give their consent
for an adoption to go ahead.

The question of greater use of
open adoptions was also raised for
discussion. This is where the birth
parents would be able to maintain
some contact with their children.

Because adoption is such a seri-
ous and permanent step, at present
only the Supreme Court can make
an adoption order. The government
is proposing allowing the Children’s
Court — a much lower court — to
make adoption orders

The Stolen Children Inquiry rec-
ommended that there be national
standards legislation which provided

From the Archives

The Guardian, November 1998
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that the initial presumption is that the
best interest of the child is to remain
within his or her Indigenous family,
community and culture.

What we are witnessing here is
exactly the opposite. It is racial dis-
crimination. It will only cause pain
and suffering and disrupt not repair
family life. It compounds the loss
of cultural rights and fulfilment. It
denies Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people their right to deter-
mine the most appropriate care for
their children.

It is the creation of the next
Stolen Generation.

If Indigenous children need
placement outside of their home then
the first port of call should be their
extended family, then their commu-
nity or another Indigenous family.

The adoption of children who
were living in foster care in NSW
almost doubled in 2016-17 from 67
in 2015-16 to 129. The number of
such adoptions for the remainder
of Australia over the same period
was 14.

TOAIMIIDAC

The number of children who
were in out-of-home care in Australia
in 2016-17 was 47,915. This alarm-
ing figure is an indictment of capi-
talism and its failure to care for our
most vulnerable people.

When the figures are broken up
into Indigenous and non-Indige-
nous there is even more reason for
concern:

* The number of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander children is
17,664 — 58.7 per 1,000.

* The number of non-Indigenous is
30,069 — 5.8 per 1,000 in out-of-
home care.

If the Minister and govern-
ment really cared about chil-
dren, in particular Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander children,
they would redirect the more than
$2 billion allocated for renovat-
ing two football stadia to services
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander communities.

To paraphrase the quote from the
Stolen Generation Report, the racist
past is very much with us today. &

Saturday 10th February 2:30pm
ETU Building
41Peel St South Brisbane

More information: 0414733537 - 0431013971

The people of Honduras are being brutally repressed for protesting against the fraudulent re-election of

right wing president Juan Orlando Hernandez.

El Salvador will ba holding Mayoral Elections on 4th March this year. The right wing parties are using
their usual tactics to wage a media war on the the FMLN that is in government.

Even after 21 years of Peace Accords, Guatemala is still going through all the negative effects from the
armed conflict that raged for more than 40 years. The levels of corruption in the government are high,
impunity is rampant amongst the high levels of violence in the country against women, indigenous

leaders and environmentalists.

Speakers from FMLN Brisbane, URNG
MAIZ Brisbane and a speaker on the
situation on Honduras.

Snacks available URENE

MAILZ
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Abuse allegations

Australia

at WA detention centre

Amnesty International Australia
has called for the immediate clo-
sure of the intensive support unit
at Banksia Hill Youth Detention
Centre in Western Australia,
following allegations of serious
abuse of young people, which it
says may amount to torture.

The claims that children have
been tortured at Banksia Hill by
being kept in solitary confinement
for 250 days were rejected by the
WA government, the Department of
Corrective Services and the union
representing staff.

But late last month, WA
Corrective Services Minister Fran
Loan ordered the Inspector of
Custodial Services to investigate
the claims. The department is also
investigating.

“Can I assure the people of WA,
young people are not held in soli-
tary confinement,” Mr Logan said.
“The only time that young people
in Banksia Hill are held in separate
accommodation is for protection for
themselves.”

Amnesty International
Indigenous rights manager Tammy
Solonec, who visited Banksia Hill
and interviewed two young people,
said detainees at the centre have also
been strip-searched, fed through a
grill and constantly handcuffed when
they are outside their cells.

“These are very serious alle-
gations, which if confirmed would
put the practices at the Banksia Hill
Detention Centre in clear breach of
international law and standards, and
may amount to torture or cruel, inhu-
man or degrading treatment,” she
said.

“What I was told at Banksia
Hill by these two young people was
deeply disturbing.

“Being held for weeks on end

in a cell as small as a car parking
space, with as little as ten minutes
out of the cell each day. When they
did leave the cell, being handcuffed.
Sometimes being denied access to
basic services like a shower. Being
fed through a grill in the door. And
despite the serious mental harm of
this type of isolation, limited access
to a psychologist.”

In November last year, the
Australian Commissioners and
Guardians group released a state-
ment saying that “the use of isolation
on a child or young person should be
prohibited, except when necessary
to prevent an imminent and serious
threat of injury to the child or others,
and only when all other means of
control have been exhausted.”

“Qversight”

“Isolation should be used restric-
tively and only for the shortest
appropriate period of time, and be
publicly reported to an independent
oversight mechanism. The use of iso-
lation as punishment, or on a vulner-
able child or young person, should
be prohibited, it said.

Ms Solonec told radio station
6PR that there can be serious psy-
chological consequences with soli-
tary confinement and she had mental
health concerns for these boys. She
read out a letter from one boy, who
said the intensive support unit had
changed him “in a bad way”.

“I’m more institutionalised. I just
feel very cold-hearted ... I really do
feel like this is the last straw for me,”
he wrote. “I need help and I need it
fast or I’ll end up doing something
stupid.”

Ms Solonec said the boy’s
mother was concerned he was not
being rehabilitated but contained
liked an animal. According to the

Guardian

LTI T

1'1|iih-n....._,

Australian Institute of Health and
Welfare, in WA Indigenous young
people are 44 times more likely
than other young people to be in
detention.

Commonwealth Public Sector
Union/Civil Services Association
(the union that represents public
servants in WA) branch secretary
Toni Walkington rejected the allega-
tions, adding the intensive support
unit, set up following a riot in May,
had provided stability.

WA Corrective Services
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Commissioner Tony Hassell also
denied the torture allegations, but
said there would be an examination.
He said the unit had two teachers, a
psychologist and recreation officers,
and young people in the unit had the
same access to facilities such as tel-
evisions and family visits as other
detainees.

In a statement the Justice
Department said it “strongly reject-
ed” Amnesty’s claims about “torture
or abuse of young people”.

“The department robustly

reviews all allegations concerning
young people at Banksia Hill and the
Amnesty claims are being assessed,”
the department said.

Last year, the chief inspector
revealed unprecedented levels of
self-harm and other problems at the
centre, recommending the WA gov-
ernment consider repurposing the
facility and opening smaller ones.
Readers seeking support and
information about suicide prevention
can contact Lifeline on 1311 14.
Koori Mail &

Exploitation
of food-delivery

For almost a year, I was a rider
with Deliveroo. I could fit the
work around my other stud-
ies and enjoyed my time on my
bike. But life for riders isn’t easy.
Being on the road can be unsafe,
we have to cover our own insur-
ance, ride quickly in the dark and
the rain and don’t get sick pay or
superannuation.

Riders deserve safety at work,
a wage they can live on and basic
conditions.

It’s time for multinational com-
panies, like Deliveroo, Uber Eats
& Foodora to treat their riders with
respect.

Why is
this important?

It’s not good enough. We work
hard and are entitled to fair pay
and proper working conditions. We
deserve the conditions and protec-
tions that Australian workers have
worked hard for.

Working as a delivery rider for

Deliveroo was precarious. They
offer no job security, no sick pay,
no paid holidays and no superan-
nuation. Insurance can be expensive
and conditions unsafe.

A recent survey by the Young
Workers Centre found that three-
quarters of the riders are earning
below the minimum wage, almost
half of riders have been injured at
work and for many riders this is
their full-time job.

Riders are required to be
responsible for their own insur-
ance. This means that if workers are
injured they will have to pay any
medical costs and will not receive
any pay while you are unable to
work. For workers here on a visa,
it is unlikely travel insurance will
cover an injury sustained while
working.

There’s no compensation if you
get hurt and you can be out of work
for months if you have a crash.

We need to change the rules
so food-delivery riders get a fair
go.

There are serious concerns for the
welfare of a two-week baby boy
on Nauru. The baby was born to
Iranian refugees on January 12.
The baby has a seriously infected
umbilicus that has been left
untreated after the baby’s mother
was turned away at the Nauru
hospital being told that the baby
was too young for antibiotics and
to bathe the infection with salty
water.

The infection had become so
severe by January 26 the baby’s feet
were swollen and bleeding. Doctors
took six attempts to get intravenous
drip into the baby.

Yet no antibiotics were admin-
istered until the next day at lunch-
time. It seems that the antibiotics
were only administered after advo-
cates had contacted THMS and
Border Force in Australia.

“Tragically, this is yet anoth-
er example of medical negligence
on Nauru that may well have put
this baby’s life at risk. It would be
unacceptable in Australia; it should
be unacceptable in Nauru,” said
Tan Rintoul, spokesperson for the
Refugee Action Coalition. “There
is a very real risk of septicaemia
in such situations and Nauru is a
long way from life-saving medical

intervention. Monitoring the baby’s
temperature is an elementary meas-
ure of the scale of the infection.

“The safest measure is to arrange
the baby’s medical evacuation. The
fate of this baby’s life — like the lives
of so many others on Nauru — rests
with Border Force and Minister
Dutton. In scores of cases, they have
ignored doctors’ recommendations
for medical treatment.

“That can’t be allowed to
happen. Bring the baby and his
family to Australia.”

There is a history of abuse of
children in this inhumane detention
system.

In 2014 information from the
families of two pregnant women who
had refused to leave a bus in Darwin
after being brought from Nauru to
Australia revealed a shocking story
of trickery and abuse.

Contrary to earlier information,
the pregnant women were dragged
off the bus between 5:30pm and
6:00 pm. Adnan, whose wife was on
the bus, was physically restrained by
four guards as his wife was taken off
the bus.

Adnan has appealed for the
immigration department to release
the families or return them to
Nauru. He told the Refugee Action

Coalition, “All we want is to accom-
modation in the community, or send
us to Nauru to be free. My wife is
suffering physically, psychologi-
cally and emotionally. She is dis-
traught. This move [to Australia] is
destroying my family. My wife is
not prepared for the birth like this.
Even though there are no facilities
on Nauru, we are better prepared for
the baby.

“The past three days has been
worse than the last seven months.”

Adnan also revealed that Serco
and immigration had intentional-
ly turned off the air-conditioning,
allowing the bus to overheat up
as they tried to force them off the
vehicle.

Both pregnant women faint-
ed after the bus was intentionally
allowed to heat up. Hussein, the hus-
band of the other pregnant woman
collapsed and was taken to the medi-
cal centre in the detention centre.

“The treatment of these fami-
lies was callous in the extreme.
There needs to be a full and inde-
pendent investigation of what hap-
pened to the families brought from
Nauru. Two pregnant refugee women
brought from Nauru to give birth
have been shockingly treated,” said
Ian Rintoul. &
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The wage system
and the capitalist illusion

The wealth is
created by labour,
but the product
belongs to

Eoghan O'Neill

Has the wage system hidden the
class nature of our society, where
one section — the capitalist class,
the owners of finance and indus-
try — exploit working people, the
wealth-producers? It is this class
that enforces the wage system, as
they are the paymasters at the end
of the day. Working people enter
into a contract whereby work —
the combination of effort and time
—is exchanged for wages.

The working class have endured
capitalist rule as they exchange their
labour-time for an amount equiv-
alent to a social necessity for the
maintenance and reproduction of the
worker, based on the level of devel-
opment of the particular country. The
class nature of society, however, is
not revealed within this relationship;
and so the workers and their main
organising body, the trade unions,
concentrate on the level of wages
needed to maintain this social neces-
sity, rather than on the relationship
between capital and labour.

Struggles to increase the level
of wages have been and will contin-
ue to be a feature of the system; but
are workers and their trade unions,
which concentrate on the level rather
than the system of wages, blinded by
what is going on when we exchange
our labour time for wages?

The purchase of labour power
for the capitalist is a commodity pur-
chase, just like factories, machines,
and stock. However, what separates
labour power from all other com-
modities is that it is the only com-
modity to add greater value for the
capitalist. Therefore, it is the pur-
chase and productivity of labour
power that generates an accumula-
tion of wealth for the capitalist class.

If you are to talk to anyone
earning a minimum, living or aver-
age wage they wouldn’t necessarily
see themselves being exploited; but
you can be sure they will say they
don’t earn enough. It’s pretty obvi-
ous that employers and employees
have different interests. One wants
to continually increase their level
of wages, while the other wants to
continually decrease the costs of
labour. Whoever has the greater
social power in this relationship will
increase their share of total wealth.

If we set up a situation where
instead of a wage system we have
a barter system, in a perfectly com-
petitive market, people will enter the

system knowing the value of what
they are willing to part with. In this
process, on aggregate an exchange
of equivalents will take place, as
it would be nearly impossible for
someone to continually accumu-
late items of greater value than what
they started with. In this scenario
the accumulation process would not
be able to take place unless done
through other means, such as slavery
or robbery.

I then add to this scenario a
money form: I am willing to give
someone a number of hours a day
in the form of work in exchange for
money. I will know that if the person
buying my labour time is getting
greater value from the product of
my labour, then the next time I go
to exchange my labour time I will
demand the equivalent value. I then
use the money I earn to exchange it
for my needs and wants, each time
exchanging equivalents. In this sce-
nario both parties will leave happy,
knowing that they got what they
paid for. On aggregate, the share of
wealth will be much more evenly
spread out.

Marx described this process
as commodity-money-commodity,
or C-M-C, where workers produce
commodities in order to receive
money so as to be able to pay for
their needs and wants at a given
place and time. People will be able
to accumulate a level of wealth based
only on the productivity of their
labour, and this will vary accord-
ing to their skill, talents and level
of development in a particular place
and time.

In our wages system, however,
at least two processes run simulta-
neously. Workers are engaged in
the C-M-C cycle, while capital-
ists are within the M-C-M cycle,
where the capitalist enters with a
sum of money, commodity produc-
tion within the labour process takes
place, and then the capitalist leaves
with a surplus — the portion of wealth
extracted from those who labour.

This dual process is why work-
ers don’t see the exploitation taking
place, as all that is revealed to them
is the C-M-C cycle, where they
believe they are being paid an equiv-
alent for their labour time. This is an
illusion, a trick of the capitalist class.

What is hidden from the worker
is the non-equivalent of exchange,
which is what the capitalist pays to
the worker in the form of wages and
what they keep as their profit. The

wealth is created by labour, but the
product belongs to the capitalist; and
through the laws, customs and stand-
ards of the private-ownership system
this wealth is extracted and then
divided. The strength of labour will
determine what portion of the wealth
they created they are able to keep.

By keeping the means of produc-
tion in private hands, the capitalist
class are able to maintain the wage
system and therefore to maintain the
exploitation of the working class,
while also keeping this exploitative
system hidden from the majority of
the working class.

The level of M or money is what
the trade unions are interested in;
and this is important, in that it pro-
tects workers’ purchasing power
and living standards. But struggling
inside the imposed wage system
will never challenge or change the
exploitation that workers are sub-
jected to under the non-equivalents
of exchange.

Marx outlined the limits to trade
unions if they deal solely with the
wage system and not the class strug-
gle, for the overthrow of the capi-
talist system. He writes, in the final
paragraph of Value, Price, and Profit:

“Trades unions work well as
centres of resistance against the
encroachments of capital. They fail
partially from an injudicious use of
their power. They fail generally from
limiting themselves to a guerrilla war
against the effects of the existing
system, instead of simultaneously
trying to change it, instead of using
their organised forces as a lever for
the final emancipation of the work-
ing class, that is to say the ultimate
abolition of the wages system.”

As we face into 2018, the work-
ing class, and the trade union move-
ment especially, have many battles
ahead. If they fail to begin to engage
in political education of this nature,
rather than being centres of resist-
ance for the working class they will
become redundant for the working
class — a warning the Communist
Party of Ireland issued in 2015.

As outlined above, the class
nature of society will reveal itself
only through the development of
class-consciousness; and this can
only be done through directed and
targeted political education.

We need to make 2018 a year of
deep study in fertile soil, and sow the
revolutionary seeds once again.
Socialist Voice &

As the Turnbull government prepares its slash-and-burn budget
in May it has announced that Australia is to become a high-flying
manufacturer and trader in armaments — i.e. weapons of mass
destruction. The $3.8 billion start-up plan comes under the banner
of jobs and the resurrection of Australia’s manufacturing sector.
The aspiration is to reach for the top shelf dealers in death, Britain,
France, Germany and the apex, the USA, which has a third of the
world’s sales.

Growing public opposition to the privatisation of essential services
such as hospitals has struck a blow in regional NSW. In 2016 the
state’s then health minister Julian Skinner pronounced the hand-
ing over of more than a billion dollars for hospital upgrades at
five major regional centres as a move to private construction and
operation. As a result of a community campaign that lasted — and
grew — over 18 months, the state government announced it has
dropped its privatisation plan. The campaign was initiated and led
by the Nurses and Midwives’ Association.

The anti-abortion Tasmanian government is under pressure to find
a new surgical abortion service, after the closure of the state’s
only clinic with the state’s primary surgical abortion provider for 17
years closing the service because of rising costs. With the closure
of the dedicated clinic, the only other option to access a surgi-
cal termination in Tasmania is at a private gynaecological clinic in
Hobart, at a cost of up to $2,500. Greens leader Cassy O’Connor
has called on the government to act. “Tasmania now only has one
private practitioner who can conduct surgical terminations, and
only on a part-time basis,” O’Connor said. “The Hodgman govern-
ment needs to step in as a matter of priority, and move to ensure
surgical terminations can be made available in public hospitals.” In
a positive move, in 2013, Tasmania joined Victoria and the ACT in
removing any reference to the medical procedure in criminal laws.

The selective school system in NSW is instructive for other states
on the idealisation of elitist education. According to Dr Rachael
Jacobs, a lecturer in education at Western Sydney University, it
has created a three-tiered education system, with private schools
available to those who can afford them, selective schools consid-
ered “good” schools for those who are opposed to — or priced out
of — the private system, and comprehensive schools, which do an
outstanding job in the face of their uphill battle. Depleted of high
achievers, advantage and funding, it's near impossible for compre-
hensive schools to remain competitive. Selective schools are not
open to just anyone, and middle-class aspirationals dominate. And
there is a known massive industry around selective-school coach-
ing with entrance tests undertaken when students are just 12
years old. Jacobs uses Finland as an example where there is no
selectivity and no funding disparity. Rather than foster a competi-
tive environment pitting school against school, they strengthened
their whole system. “When | began my teaching career at a par-
tially selective school, | was given no guidance on the needs of
‘gifted’ students,” Jacob notes. “I was simply told, ‘this is the selec-

tive class, so expect more’”.
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A nice couniry

Kieran Crilly

In the early 1950s American companies wanted to
invest in Ireland so that they could expand into the
European market; and Irish corporation tax policy was
adapted for them. In 1956 export profits tax relief was
introduced. Exports of manufactured goods were zero-
rated (no tax); so American companies that exported
all their output paid no tax on their profits.

This rate of tax applied to all foreign companies, and
many European companies set up subsidiaries here to avail
of it before Ireland joined the EEC (European Economic
Community), as it was then. Ireland joined to give American
transnationals tariff-free access to the EEC countries’ mar-
kets, and agreed to phase out the zero-rate corporation tax.

In 1980 a 10 percent tax on manufacturing activity was
introduced, with EU approval. In 1987 a 10 percent tax on
financial services was introduced, again with EU approval.
In 1996 the EU withdrew its approval for these tax incen-
tives, and they were phased out between 1996 and 2010.

Between 1996 and 2003 there was a phased reduction in
the general rate of corporation tax, from 32 percent to 12}
percent to apply equally to all corporate taxpayers on trad-
ing income, and to 25 percent on non-trading income.

The present rate of corporation tax is 38.9 percent (soon
to become 20 percent) in the United States, 34 percent in
France, 30 percent in Germany, 19 percent in Britain, and
12% per cent in Ireland. In a tax haven like Jersey the rate
of corporation tax is 0 percent.

So, if a transnational can shift its profits from, say,
France to Ireland, it reduces the tax rate from 34 percent to
12Y5 percent. And they have been doing this since the 1950s.

The savings can be immense, especially if an American
transnational operating from Ireland can reduce its rate of
corporation tax to about 0 percent, as Apple has done in
the €13 billion case taken by the EU Commission. If €13
billion is the tax you pay at 12 percent, then the profits
involved would be over €100 billion. As the corporation is
an American one, it would pay €38.9 billion tax on these
profits if they were declared in America. So there is a saving
of €25.9 billion by declaring in Ireland and not declaring
in the United States. That is, if they paid the €13 billion to

the Irish government. As they did not, the saving was €38.9
billion.

The people who gain from all this are the shareholders
of transnational companies; because if the companies pay no
corporation tax, then shareholders pay no corporation tax.

If shareholders receive dividends (income) from com-
panies each year, they have to declare them to the tax
inspector. The method of declaring the dividends is self-
assessment. Dividends, paid out of profits after corporation
tax, are also subject to income tax.

What’s left after dividends are taken from profits
and after corporation tax is called retained earnings, and
these are ploughed back into the company. They cause the
share price to rise, but again the method of collection is
self-assessment.

But there is a loophole. If shareholders buy their shares
on the internet, national governments will not know about
their ownership of shares. The shareholders will be able to
avoid declaring their dividends or capital gains. So they
could end up paying no corporation tax, no tax on their divi-
dends, and no tax on their capital gains — no tax at all.

Because of this the Irish government has introduced a
withholding tax on dividends of 20 percent. This applies
only to resident Irish companies. If a company that share-
holders invested in is abroad, it is unlikely that the govern-
ment will get any tax from the shareholders.

This excludes the multi-millionaire shareholders who
are resident abroad for tax purposes. They pay no tax in
Ireland, even though they wield a lot of influence here.

Compare this 0 percent tax with the current PAYE tax
rate of 49 percent for people earning over €33,800 in 2017,
or on the annual average earnings of €37,419 in the third
quarter of 2017. These people pay 49 percent on each extra
euro they earn.

Compare the shareholders’ 0 percent tax with the cur-
rent PAYE rate (262 percent) for a person working 40 hours
a week on the minimum wage of €9.25 per hour. When tax
and USC and PRSI are taken into account, the person on
the minimum wage pays 26 per cent on each extra euro
he or she earns.

It surely is a nice country to be a shareholder in!
Socialist Voice &
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Slow death for Gaza cancer patients

Tamara Aburamadan

“I’m only a cancer patient. What threat do
I pose?” asks Khalil Abdullah. News that
Augusta Victoria Hospital would no longer
receive new patients has been extremely
worrying for Khalil Abdullah.

The 21-year-old cancer patient from
Jabaliya in the occupied Gaza Strip is the sole
breadwinner for a family of six. A painter and
decorator, Abdullah had to stop working when
he was diagnosed with testicular cancer and
underwent surgery.

“My father left us when I was very
young,” Abdullah told The Electronic
Intifada. “Now my sisters and mother depend
on me. I need to find treatment.” The only
hospital in the West Bank and Gaza Strip that
can provide the kind of care Abdullah needs
is Augusta Victoria, in East Jerusalem, part of
the occupied West Bank. But in late October,
the hospital stopped receiving patients from
the West Bank beyond East Jerusalem, as well
as from Gaza, informing those with previ-
ous referrals not to try to make their way to
Jerusalem.

Hospital administrators told the
Palestinian Centre for Human Rights that the
decision had been made after the Palestinian
Authority health ministry in the West Bank
failed to pay monies owed to the private
hospital.

According to the hospital’s general man-
ager, Walid Nammour, the PA owes the hospi-
tal approximately $35 million in outstanding
debt.

A rumbling row

The debt has accumulated over four years
and the PA is struggling to keep up. But while
acknowledging the debt, the PA’s response to

the hospital decision to stop receiving patients
has been terse. In a statement carried by the
Palestine News Network in October, the PA’s
finance ministry, which allocates funds to
individual ministries including the health min-
istry, said it was engaged in a “unique effort”
to support Augusta Victoria.

It announced the transfer of nearly
$15 million directly to Augusta Victoria
in October in addition to the approximate-
ly $2.2 million the health ministry pays
monthly.

The finance ministry called on Augusta
Victoria’s administration to look at its own
practices and scrutinise its operational costs,
before decrying how the row has played out
in the press and on social media, suggesting
hospital administrators had chosen to battle it
out in public.

Such mutual recriminations do little for
patients like Abdullah, who has had to stop
taking painkillers due to a congenital heart
defect and now suffers painful sleepless
nights.

The Palestinian Centre for Human Rights
has called on both the Palestinian Authority
and Augusta Victoria to resolve the problem
as quickly as possible. Mohammed Bseiso,

a lawyer with the rights group, told The
Electronic Intifada that of the hundreds of
patients referred to Augusta Victoria every
month from Gaza, no more than “about 50-70
percent” are granted permits.

Indeed, in July 2017, the World Health
Organisation found there to be 547 referrals
from Gaza to Augusta Victoria. The Israeli
military — which controls Palestinian move-
ment between the West Bank and Gaza Strip
— granted permits to just 57 percent of those
referrals to allow them across the Erez check-
point to travel on for treatment.

The process by which a patient seeks both
referral and an Israeli permit to leave Gaza is
notoriously long and slow.

First, a doctor has to conclude that the
patient cannot receive proper care in Gaza
— not an unlikely scenario, as 10 years of an
Israeli-imposed blockade, compounded by
punitive Palestinian Authority sanctions on
the Hamas-administered territory in place
since last spring, have conspired to leave the
impoverished coastal strip without 223 essen-
tial medicines, according to the World Health
Organisation.

Endless process

The patient’s case is then passed on for
approval to the Referral Abroad Department
of Gaza’s Ministry of Health — a bitter
political impasse has resulted in separate
Palestinian governments administering the
internal affairs of the West Bank and Gaza
Strip.

Referral department officials determine
where the patient would be best served.
Should the person need to travel through
the Erez checkpoint for treatment in a West
Bank or Israeli facility, an urgent request
is submitted to the Palestinian Authority
District Coordination Office, which in turn
applies for a travel permit from its Israeli
counterpart, the so-called Coordination of
Government Activities in the Territories, or
COGAT.

Patients in Gaza died last year after the
Palestinian Authority health ministry in the
West Bank delayed requests for transfer to
Israeli or West Bank medical centres.

The West Bank health ministry must
approve such requests before Israel does
because it pays the medical bills of any refer-
ral cases it approves.

The process is a lengthy one, increasing-
ly likely to end in disappointment. According
to the World Health Organisation, 2017 was
on track through October to see the worst
approval rate for patient applicants to leave
Gaza since the organisation began tracking
such data in 2006.

Moreover, in October, Israel’s COGAT
published new guidelines for how long it
should take to process a permit request, stat-
ing that “non-urgent” medical cases should
expect to wait 23 working days before
receiving an answer.

Abdullah has been through the whole
process. He first applied for a travel permit
in July 2017. But by the time of his sched-
uled hospital appointment, on November 19,
the only response he had received, as relayed
by the Palestinian District Coordination
Office, was: “Pending Security Check.”

“I’m not a part of any armed group,”
Abdullah told The Electronic Intifada.

“I’m only a cancer patient. What threat do I
pose?”

The Palestinian Centre for Human
Rights, which provides legal aid and com-
municates with the Israeli side, is “fighting
in two directions,” Bseiso says. It is trying
to help Palestinian patients untangle the
complex Israeli procedures to reach hos-
pitals outside of Gaza, while also battling
Palestinian Authority procrastination in sup-
porting hospitals to provide medical services.

So, when Augusta Victoria called
patients to ask them not to come to their
appointments, the rights group went into
overdrive.

“For sure, this has created a crisis for our
work. We had to reschedule appointments
and to restart the permit application proc-
ess,” said Bseiso.
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All the time, however, Abdullah is wors-
ening. A malignant tumour was also discov-
ered in his lymph nodes, and he is in urgent
need of treatment.

“This malignant cancer is swimming in
my body. I’'m dying slowly,” he said. “All
the while just waiting for an Israeli permit.”

A race against time

At her house in Gaza’s Beach refugee
camp, Narjiss al-Hasani, 47, who has breast
cancer, is also running out of time. “Five
months have passed and only one is left to
get treatment,” the mother of two told The
Electronic Intifada.

Al-Hasani, a social studies teacher at a
school administered by the United Nations in
Beach camp, was diagnosed with cancer in
January 2016, and had a mastectomy as well
as eight chemotherapy sessions at a hospital
in Gaza.

Now she needs radiotherapy, which
means treatment at Augusta Victoria.

Khalid Thabet, head of the oncology
department at al-Rantisi hospital in Gaza
where al-Hasani had chemotherapy, told
The Electronic Intifada that cancer patients
have “a six-month window” to benefit from
radiotherapy.

Since ending her chemotherapy, al-Hasa-
ni has applied three times for a travel permit.
Each time the answer came back: “Pending
Security Check.”

“Receiving three deferments, and read-
ing about Augusta Victoria, I feel devas-
tated,” al-Hasani said. “And the whole
painful process of treatment I have already
gone through might be in vain without
radiotherapy.”

The Electronic Intifada &
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Israel’s Hol
denying all

Ali Abunimah

A crisis is brewing between Warsaw and Tel
Aviv over a new Polish law criminalising
mention of the role some Poles played in
the German genocide of Jews during World
War II. The law passed in the lower house
and is expected to pass in the senate and
be signed by the president before it takes
effect.

From Israel’s perspective, the problem is
how to appear sufficiently upset in order to
maintain the self-declared Jewish state’s self-
appointed role as the guardian of the memory
of the millions murdered.

It’s an awkward balancing act since in
the 21st century, anti-Semites and even some
Holocaust deniers are among Israel’s closest
and most fervent allies.

“ Alarming parallels”

Over the last year, Israel has kept a low
profile whenever its anti-Semitic friends
have shown their true colours. A year ago,
when the Trump White’s House’s Holocaust
Remembrance Day message omitted any men-
tion of Jews, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu remained silent even as American
Jewish organisations and — implicitly — the
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
voiced sharp criticism.

Months into the new administration, the
Anne Frank Centre warned of “alarming par-
allels” between history and the present day
United States.

Just days later, on August 11 and 12, torch-
bearing Nazis marched in Charlottesville
chanting “Jews will not replace us,” before one
of their number allegedly carried out a vehicu-
lar attack killing anti-racism activist Heather
Heyer.

Trump received blistering criticism for his
lacklustre response that seemed to give a wink
to the far-right extremists. But on that occasion
too, Israeli leaders maintained a conspicuous
silence. Netanyahu also tightened his embrace
of Viktor Orban, the far-right pro-Israel prime
minister of Hungary who lionises Hitler ally
Miklos Horthy, the man who sent hundreds of
thousands of Hungarian Jews to their deaths.

And lawmakers from Netanyahu’s Likud
Party have given a warm embrace to neo-
Nazis who surged in elections in Germany and
Austria — because those far-right extremists
now offer solid support to Israel.

Nazi genocide in Poland

Now comes the situation with Poland —
another country whose far-right nationalist
government is closely allied with Israel. The
official Polish view enshrined in the new law
is that Poland and its people — Jewish and non-
Jewish — should be viewed entirely and only as
victims of the Nazi occupation regime.

And there is no doubt that they were vic-
tims. In a statement criticising the Polish law,
the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
recalls that from 1939-45, “approximately
three million Jews — 90 percent of Poland’s
Jewish population — had been murdered in
mass shootings and at stationary killing cen-
tres in occupied Poland, Auschwitz-Birkenau
being the most well known.”

It also notes that “many Poles risked their
lives to save their Jewish neighbours.”

At the same time as the extermination of
the country’s Jewish population was going
on, the museum explains, some “two million
non-Jewish Polish civilians — including tens
of thousands of Catholic priests, intellectuals,
teachers and political leaders — were killed by
the Germans and millions more were impris-
oned and subjected to forced labour. Over
1.5 million Poles were deported as forced
labourers.”

Yet a full accounting of history, accord-
ing to the museum, requires discussion and
research into the fact that as “German forces
implemented the mass murder of Jews, they
drew upon some Polish agencies, such as
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White supremacists march with torches in Charlottesville, Virginia, US.

Polish police forces and railroad personnel, in
the guarding of ghettos and the deportation of
Jews to the killing centres.”

Moreover, individual Poles “often helped
in the identification, denunciation and hunting
down of Jews in hiding, often profiting from
associated blackmail, and actively participated
in the plunder of Jewish property.” And notori-
ously, the museum recalls, in July 1941, Polish
residents of the town of Jedwabne “participat-
ed in the murder of hundreds of their Jewish
neighbours.”

The Polish law’s attempt to criminalise
even discussion of these facts is simply too
embarrassing for Israel to remain silent. So
Israel’s ambassador went to meet with a top
Polish official to express her government’s
displeasure.

According to The Times of Israel, the
ambassador “reiterated Israel’s concern that
the legislation violates freedom of speech
and would limit the discourse surrounding the
Holocaust in Poland and its victims.”

Nakba denial

It takes considerable chutzpah for Israel to
give lectures on “freedom of speech” when it
has been busy cracking down on human rights
defenders who criticise its crimes against
Palestinians.

And, Israel — like Poland — also builds its
modern national myth on the denial of history.

As Haneen Zoabi, a Palestinian citizen of
Israel who sits in Israel’s parliament, writes for
+972 Magazine, Israel has for several years
had legislation restricting commemoration of
the Nakba, the well-planned ethnic cleansing of
Palestinians in 1948 and afterwards by Zionist
militias and the Israeli state.

“Isn’t the Nakba Law also an attempt to
rewrite history? To hide and deny certain parts
of it?” Zoabi asks. “It is true that the Nakba
Law does not — yet — criminalise individu-
als. But in its essence, it is a law that sceks
to silence, just as the Polish law does, and
allows the effective denial of the Palestinian
catastrophe.”

“As a Palestinian, I feel a kinship with the
victims of the Holocaust,” Zoabi says, “I am
angry at all those who continue to murder and
remain silent, those who force others to remain
silent.”

Polish surprise

Another person expressing anger — albeit
from a different direction — is Poland’s
President Andrzej Duda, who was reportedly
“flabbergasted” by Israel’s “violent and very
unfavourable reaction” to the new law that he
supports.

Duda’s surprise is perhaps understandable,
since Israel and its lobby groups cannot claim
they didn’t know about the Polish leadership’s

Holocaust revisionist tendencies even as they
cozied up to them.

In a leaked briefing paper obtained by The
Electronic Intifada in December, the European
Leadership Network, a pro-Israel lobby group,
reported that assurances were recently given
by Polish officials that Israel “can count” on
Poland during Warsaw’s two-year term on the
UN Security Council that began on January 1.

“Israel looks to Poland as one of the friend-
liest countries in the European Union,” the
briefing paper states. The lobby group went so
far as to allege that Poland’s ruling Law and
Justice party is “in denial” over how Polish cit-
izens were involved in murders of Jews during
the Holocaust, something it is prepared to over-
look because of the party’s pro-Israel stance.

But Israeli leaders don’t have to rely on
their Brussels lobbyists to tell them this. In
recent months, Israeli officials themselves
spoke at a conference hosted by an anti-Semitic
and Islamophobic Polish group aimed at white-
washing Poles’ role in the murder of Jews.

In the Israeli publication Ynet, commenta-
tor Sever Plocker expressed his consternation
and outrage at the “participation of a minister
and a Knesset member from Israel in a con-
ference aimed at distorting the memory of the
Holocaust and legitimising Poland’s racist-
nationalist (and anti-Semitic, despite all its
denials) right.”

Old alliance renewed

The alliance of Zionism with anti-Semites,
first with anti-Semitic Protestant Christian
Zionists and later with the Nazis, was foun-
dational to the movement — despite Israel’s
claim that it represents the very antithesis of
anti-Semitism.

That old alliance has found new life as
Israel’s most extreme supporters embrace
white supremacists and anti-Semites tied to the
Trump administration and regressive national-
ists in Europe.

It is an alliance reinvigorated by a shared
hatred of Muslims, who have superficially
replaced Jews as an acceptable target for the
kind of scapegoating and vilification that was
supposed, in the wake of the Holocaust, to
have ended in Europe.

Understanding this is essential to under-
standing why Israel today is at the vanguard of
the global far-right, the model for authoritarian
states and the guiding light and alibi for ethno-
nationalists and racists.

That is why in the struggle against all
forms of racism and bigotry, including anti-
Semitism and Islamophobia, Jews and
Palestinians committed to equality and human
rights stand together on one side, while Israel,
Zionists and their bigoted cheerleaders are on
the other side.

The Electronic Intifada &
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Macron: shiny teeth
mask a vicious bite

Sedn O Deordin

It’s almost eight months since
Emmanuel Macron took up resi-
dence in the Elysée Palace after
a second-round “victory” over
Marine Le Pen’s Front Nationale.
This “victory” was accompanied
by a historic vote for Le Pen,
dwarfing that of her father’s in
2002 against Chirac. Macron did
not have the support of even a
quarter of those who turned out
in the first round. This did not
deter France’s new president from
claiming an irrevocable mandate
to push through his deeply reac-
tionary, anti-worker agenda.

The new force of French poli-
tics was a triumph of “centrism”
and “reasonableness” in the face of
“extremes”; except that it wasn’t so
new at all. It was simply the French
big bourgeoisie’s electoral recali-
bration to suit its interests, collaps-
ing the vacuous opposition between
social democrats and the traditional
right.

A series of defections from these
two formations swelled the ranks of
Macron’s new party, La République
en Marche (The Republic on the
Move), in time for the legislative
elections, coupled with its running
dozens of candidates from civil soci-
ety, few with any political experience
or convictions — the perfect bunch of
yes-men buying in to the illusion that
they were part of a crusade to reform
French society.

To characterise Macron’s mani-
festo as a departure from that of his
political mentor, Frangois Hollande,
would be a mistake — not surpris-
ingly, one might say, given Macron’s
role as an economic adviser and min-
ister in the Hollande government.

The repeal of hard-won labour
laws dating from the time of the

communist involvement in post-war
governments continued apace, dis-
mantling the independent health and
safety committees required by law in
companies employing more than a
certain number of workers.

Deaths at work will result direct-
ly from this measure, in industrial
and agri-food sectors in particular.
Employers of fewer than 20 workers
will be able to conduct elections for
employee representatives by a show
of hands.

The expansion of contracts of
indefinite determination, relative
only to a specific project or mis-
sion, defined by the employer, will
increase precariousness in formerly
well-paid technical and manual sec-
tors, consigning young workers with
appropriate qualifications to a sort
of pariah status within any company
that may hire them — for one specific
project at a time.

Contrary to its fallacious self-
image as a founder, promoter and
defender of civil rights and bour-
geois-democratic liberties, Macron’s
tenure has thus far been marked by
an increasingly authoritarian turn by
France’s ruling class.

The Fifth Republic’s constitution
was born out of a state of unofficial
war with Algerian guerrillas fight-
ing for independence. Even by the
poor standards of classical liberal-
ism, France falls far short. No proper
separation of powers exists, with the
judiciary and the legislature muzzled
by the executive, and the intransigent
upper echelons of the civil service
ensuring administrative continuity,
in true technocratic style.

By far the most egregious exam-
ple of the deep state’s clampdown on
political dissenters in recent years
has been the state of emergency
adopted after the terror attacks of
2015. Macron plans to revoke the

International

Emmanuel Macron.

state of emergency in the new year —
while transcribing essential elements
of it into ordinary statutes, including
such powers as the arbitrary deten-
tion of suspected “terrorists.”

This vicious legislation has
already been used to arrest trade
union activists protesting against the
labour reforms.

The great lie of a grander
EU-wide project of integration pro-
moted by the latest French govern-
ment, encompassing co-operation,
enhanced security and other empty
slogans, was laid bare after the
steadfast support lent by the French
state to its Spanish counterpart in
the aftermath of the latter’s brutal

Guardian
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crackdown in Catalunya. France has
a vested interest in opposing self-
determination, as swathes of the
“national territory” would be clam-
ouring for similar treatment should
the Catalan independistas succeed
in breaking away from Madrid’s
clutches.

Yet what has been most conspic-
uous of all is the complicit media,
particularly foreign correspondents,
trumpeting the gains of France’s
premier. Any reader familiar with
the Irish Times will have surely
remarked the fawning coverage
of Macron by the besotted Lara
Marlowe. He is a “pragmatist” and
yet a visionary, still on a “winning

streak” — just a few of her latest plau-
dits. His opponents are quasi-Lud-
dites, afraid of that most meaningless
concept that punctuates so much of
accepted discourse, “globalisation.”
She is but one example.

Make no mistake: the ruling
class of the EU’s second-biggest
economy is very much on the offen-
sive. Lackeys such as Lara Marlowe
undermine themselves by ignoring
its ever more unnerving excesses.
They are far more afraid of an organ-
ised working class that could strike
back.

Socialist Voice &

Canadian labour movement split

Derek Blackadder

Unifor, Canada’s largest pri-
vate sector union on January 16
announced its decision to leave
the Canadian Labour Congress,
or CLC, the national labour fed-
eration. The decision has sent
shock waves through all unions
and threatens not just national
programs but coordination
between unions at the regional
and local levels.

Splits in national labour move-
ments are far from unknown. In
some countries, longstanding ideo-
logical differences have meant that

multiple national labour bodies
are the norm, as with Poland or
India. In the US and South Africa,
splits over fundamental politi-
cal or programmatic positions

are more recent. Other than a

few years in the 1990s, when the
building trades unions formed the
Canadian Federation of Labour,
the Canadian movement has been
united since 1956 when two rival
federations merged.

Unifor is the product of a
series of mergers between unions
dating back decades. Most of the
predecessor unions were the result
of splits from an American parent

union. In the private sector, most
unions were and many still are sec-
tions of unions based in the United
States. The largest of Unifor’s
predecessor unions, the Canadian
Autoworkers (CAW) was formed
when Canadian workers resist-
ed the concessions that had been
agreed to by the UAW in bargain-
ing with the large American car
makers on both sides of the border.
Nationalism and a commitment to
the creation of Canadian unions
runs deep in Unifor culture.

Moves by Unifor to assist
leaders of large local unions
in taking their members out of

Hong Kong ivory ban

Hong Kong has banned local ivory
trading, but the law will not come
fully into force until 2021 when
traders’ current licences expire.
Members of the Legislative
Council voted 49 to four in favour
of outlawing sales of ivory in the
Chinese special administrative
region, which conservationists say
is the biggest ivory retail market
in the world.

The maximum sentence for
smuggling the banned animal parts,
whose trade has resulted in wide-
spread illegal poaching of elephants,
rises to a 10 million Hong Kong
dollar fine and 10 years in prison, up
from a five million dollar fine and
two years.

China banned all ivory sales
at the start of the year, having shut
down all carving factories and

shops last year, but Hong Kong law
remains separate under the “one
country, two systems” model nego-
tiated with former imperial occupier
Britain.

Previous law allowed the sale of
ivory dating from before the trade
began to be regulated internationally
in the 1970s, but some traders used
the market to “launder” newer ivory.

Morning Star &

US-based unions created consid-
erable conflict within the leader-
ship of the CLC. Unifor sees its
actions as supporting the right
of workers to freely choose their
union. Opponents point to the
CLC’s existing process by which
unhappy workers can move from
one union to another and attribute
Unifor’s frustration to its inabil-
ity to make gains in membership
using that process.

Union activists are deeply
worried that fighting over already
organised workers will waste
resources and serves as a distrac-
tion from the movement’s real
task: organising the unorganised.

When Unifor’s executive
made the decision to leave the
CLC, it promised not to damage
solidarity at the local level where
unions coordinate national mass
campaigns. Several of these are
under way at the moment and
were, until recently, consid-
ered great successes, including
one in support of Tim Horton’s
coffee shop workers who had a
number of benefits taken away by
the employer following a rise in
the minimum wage at outlets in
Ontario.

Within hours of the announce-
ment, Unifor, in concert with hotel

union dissidents, began raiding
workers who are currently mem-
bers of UNITE-HERE, a US-based
union. At this point, the Unifor
campaign is having considerable
success. Leadership reaction to the
split varies by union. They range
from attacks on Unifor to appeals
for unification talks. Activists
across the country are expressing
concern about Unifor’s motives
and goals. Cross-union caucuses
and local Labour Councils (where
activists from different unions co-
ordinate local activities) are work-
ing to ensure effective solidarity
despite the split.

The Canadian sections of
what in North America are called
international unions are turn-
ing inward and focusing on pre-
paring their members for an
approach by Unifor, on defend-
ing from a loss in membership.
Canada-only unions, referred-to
as national unions, appear to be
largely unconcerned about direct
confrontations with Unifor. Local
Labour Councils and provincial
Federations of Labour are working
to minimise the impact, sometimes
not knowing if the Unifor mem-
bers elected to lead them are still
eligible to do so.

Labourstart Canada &
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Tamara Nassar

Morton Klein, the President of the
Zionist Organisation of America
(ZOA) visited Doha last month
at the invite of Qatar’s leader.
News of the trip comes as Qatar’s
foreign minister Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al Thani said that
Doha welcomes such visits and has
a “strong alliance” with the US
and the Trump administration.

Klein said he used the opportu-
nity of the visit to tell Qatar’s emir
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani that
his “speech on Jerusalem before the
United Nations was wrong” and that
“Jerusalem has been a Jewish city
for thousands of years,” assuring The
Jerusalem Post that he was “tough,
very tough” with the emir.

The emir “listened” as Klein
criticised Qatari leaders for “anti-
Israel speeches” and their stance
on Jerusalem, The Jerusalem Post
reported. The visit comes amid a
public relations campaign by Qatar
to salvage itself from regional iso-
lation by reaching out to right-wing
Americans and staunch supporters of
Israel.

Klein also told the emir that the
Arab Peace Initiative, which Doha
supports, “would be a total disas-
ter.” But the emir said they’d have
to disagree on this issue, according
to Klein, citing the support for the
proposal by some Israelis, including
Shimon Peres, a former Israeli pres-
ident, architect of the Oslo process
and champion of illegal Israeli settle-
ments in occupied territory.

Klein said he was asked to speak
to members of US Congress, but said
he wouldn’t until he sees change.
Klein met a number of government
officials during his visit, he said, and

some told him that if the US asked
Doha to expel Hamas members from
the emirate, they would “throw them
out in a minute.”

They also stressed that they no
longer provide funds for the Muslim
Brotherhood in hopes of being “part
of the civilised world,” according to
Klein.

“Everyone is
already going”

In an apparent attempt to escape
its regional isolation, Qatar hired a
Washington lobbying firm to arrange
meetings with major American
Jewish groups for the emir while he
was in the US for the annual United
Nations General Assembly last
September.

Klein told the Israeli newspa-
per Haaretz that Qatar invited him
to visit every month since then, but
he refused every time because of the
Gulf state’s “support for Hamas and
the anti-Semitism being broadcast on
Al Jazeera television.”

He said he changed his mind
when he saw other influential
American Jewish individuals vis-
iting, realising that “they won’t
be able to use me for propaganda
because everyone is already going,
but I might use the visit to push them
on these issues.”

The Qatari government has been
sponsoring numerous trips for right-
wing American Zionists.

These include Israel apolo-
gist and Harvard professor Alan
Dershowitz, Christian Zionist and
former governor of Arkansas Mike
Huckabee, conservative radio host
and Israel supporter John Batchelor,
former Republican congressman
Thaddeus McCotter, CEO of the
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Qatar greets Zionist leader

Morton Klein, the President of the Zionist Organisation of America.

Orthodox Union Kosher Division
Rabbi Menachem Genack, the execu-
tive vice chairman of the Conference
of Presidents of Major American
Jewish organisations Malcolm
Hoenlein, president of the American
Jewish Congress Jack Rosen and the
president of the Religious Zionists of
America Martin Oliner.

Most of these trips were paid for
by the Qatari government.

Documentary release
still pending

When asked about those visits,
Qatar’s foreign minister told Haaretz

Workers take
economic brunt

Frances O'Grady

BRITAIN: From the Carillion
collapse to the NHS crisis and
from to the gig economy to the
public sector pay cap, the pat-
tern is clear. All the risks of doing
business are being shifted onto
workers and taxpayers, while bad
bosses rake in massive profits.
British workers have been wait-
ing a decade for a real pay rise
in the longest pay squeeze since
Napoleonic times.

Every day, union reps hear sto-
ries of falling living standards and
in-work poverty. Working people
are skipping meals to make ends
meet or leaving the heating off so
they can pay for food. Dedicated
NHS nurses are forced to use food
banks. Firefighters are taking on
second jobs so they can feed their
families.

This isn’t the kind of Britain we
can accept. That’s why the Trade
Union Congress (TUC) has called
a national demonstration in London
on May 12, to demand a new deal
for working people. We invite all
trade unionists, community activists
and friends of the labour movement
to join us.

The crisis we’re facing didn’t
appear out of nowhere. It’s the
product of political choices. The
Carillion collapse is a textbook
example of the failures of the pri-
vatisation and outsourcing agenda
— billions of pounds pumped into

a profit-driven conglomerate, with
workers, taxpayers and public serv-
ice users left to carry the can when
it goes bust.

And now Capita has issued a
profit warning as well. How many
outsourcers have to be in trou-
ble before government rethinks
its failed outsourcing strategy and
brings vital public services back
into public hands?

That said, public services
can only function with reason-
able investment, both in the serv-
ices themselves and the people that
provide them. Over the last seven
years, our NHS, police service,
social care system, local govern-
ments and other public services
have been stripped back so far that
now they’re barely functioning.

We know that, in the case of
the NHS, all that’s keeping it going
is the hard work of dedicated staff,
from surgeons to nurses to admin-
istrators to ambulance call opera-
tors. But those workers have had
to endure an appalling eight years
of real-terms pay cuts thanks to the
government’s artificial pay restraint
for public sector workers.

Unsurprisingly, this unholy trin-
ity of service cuts, pay restraint
and outsourcing has left our public
services in a sorry state. Take the
trains. British commuters are paying
far more in fares than commuters
elsewhere in Europe and getting
overcrowded trains and disrupted
services in return. When things go

wrong, like with Virgin/Stagecoach,
taxpayers are left to pick up the bill
in the form of massive bailouts.

Throughout the world of work,
bosses are pushing the risks of
doing business onto their work-
ers. Insecure work has become a
staple of our economy, as sham
self-employment in companies like
Uber and Deliveroo denies workers
their most basic rights, like sick pay
and paid holiday. This is old-school
exploitation, plain and simple, even
if it’s hidden behind shiny apps and
websites.

Everyone deserves a great job,
with decent pay and fair treatment
and a voice on what matters. That’s
why we campaign and organise
together and that’s why we march.

Right now, the government
could take action to supporting
working people such as banning
zero-hours contracts, giving equal
rights to agency workers and putting
workers on boards.

But more importantly, it’s time
for nothing less than a transfor-
mation of how working people
are treated in the UK. We need
ambitious and radical policies to
make the world of work better for
everyone.

So talk to your workmates, get
your union branch to book coaches
and join us in London on May 12
to demand a new deal for working
people. See you there.
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that “all of them are welcome and
we are building good relations with
them.” He also talked about con-
cerns regarding Al Jazeera — the
Qatari broadcaster — and its cover-
age of Israel.

“There were some complaints
filed against Al Jazeera in the United
Kingdom,” Sheikh Mohammad told
Haaretz, referring to an investigative
documentary exposing the extent of
the Israel lobby’s influence on the
UK government and Labour Party.

The complaints were all rejected
by the UK’s broadcasting regulator
in October, he noted.

Al Jazeera has produced a simi-
lar investigation into the pro-Israel
lobby in the US, but initially said it
held back on broadcasting it pend-
ing the UK complaints process. That
the documentary still hasn’t aired
has prompted some to speculate that
politics is interfering, specifically
Qatar’s push to burnish its image in
the US and Israel.

Israel rejects
Qatar’s efforts

Dershowitz, one of the Israeli
lobby’s most prominent US figures,
wrote an article upon his return in
which he reflected on numerous
meetings with Qatari officials. He
suggested, among other things, that
Qatari-Israeli normalisation is on the
horizon.

“I heard a lot of positive state-
ments regarding Israel from Qatari
leaders, as well as hints of commer-
cial relationships between these iso-
lated nations.”

Meanwhile, a spokesperson
at Israel’s embassy to the US told
Haaretz that it does not support
Qatar’s campaign to burnish its
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image through American support-
ers of Israel, even though Haaretz
reported that some of those claimed
to have received the blessing of
Israeli officials.

Klein claims he spoke to Israeli
officials before his trip to Doha,
telling The Jerusalem Post that
“one said I shouldn’t go, but others
said I should.” On 30 January, the
first Inaugural US-Qatar Strategic
Dialogue was held in Washington.

US Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson and US Defence Secretary
James Mattis co-hosted Qatari for-
eign minister Sheikh Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, and
Qatari defence minister Khalid bin
Mohammad al-Attiyah at the event.

Mattis celebrated “excellent mil-
itary-to-military relations” between
the US and the emirate and both
expressed their concern at the Gulf
crisis and isolation of Qatar.

“As the Gulf dispute nears the
eight-month mark, the United States
remains as concerned today as we
were at its outset,” Tillerson said.

“This dispute has had direct neg-
ative consequences economically
and militarily for those involved, as
well as the United States.”

The US, Tillerson continued, is
keen that Gulf Cooperation Council
countries present a united front
that “bolsters our effectiveness on
many fronts,” specifically counter-
terrorism as well as countering Iran’s
“malign influence.”

Bahrain has also reached out to
Israel, while Saudi Arabia is reported
to be looking to improve relations.
Gulf countries appear motivated by
an enmity toward Iran they share
with Israel.

The Electronic Intifada &

Sydney
VIGIL
DEMANDING

 THAT THE USA STOP
\THE BLOCKADE ON CUBA

!

Kut\e\ from the ACFS just returned from the brigade in Cuba
will come talk about her experience.
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Public best

On NSW trains, if anyone really believes
that private will cost less, then they only
need to look at the cost of using the private
stations at the domestic or international
airports.

For example, a single trip from the Town
Hall in the city to the domestic airport costs
$18.50 (pensioner/gold senior/child $14.90).
It would have been $4.20 ($2.10) if the station
were publicly owned for the eight-minute trip!

The government has also starved public
transport of the necessary funds to expand
services, maintain and increase stock and pro-
vide a modern efficient service. Why don’t we
have fast trains like the rest of the world?

At the same time, it has given its devel-
oper mates a free hand to build thousands of
housing units. It is not providing the necessary
public infrastructure for higher density living
in either the inner or outer suburbs of Sydney.

It is spending tens of billions of dollars on
construction of a new but inefficient private-
ly-operated, driverless Metro train system and
the WestConnex tollway that is ripping its way
through parts of Sydney’s western and south
western suburbs.”

It is also wasting more than $2 billion on

upgrading two football stadiums, one of which
was built as recently as 2000 for the Olympic
Games.

Successive governments have failed to
adopt a public transport plan for the city that
meets the needs of a modern society and is
based on renewable energy. Instead, any new
developments are ill-thought out, lack co-ordi-
nation with some turning out to be white ele-
phants and others an unnecessary drain on the
public purse.

J Dunleavy
Albury

Confronting history

We need to keep talking about Australia/
Survival/Invasion Day. While we can’t
change the past, we can openly, sincerely
admit to it and we can change the present
and future.

Guardian

As a nation we really haven’t recognised
our sordid past yet. Aboriginal Australians still
suffer from that legacy in so many ways and
this needs to be addressed. And let’s not cel-
ebrate the day their country was invaded: we
can’t expect any occupied, invaded, oppressed
people to celebrate that.

Australia’s First Peoples and other dispos-
sessed peoples deserve better and our empa-
thy and support to actually change things.
Changing the date maybe only a symbolic
thing, but it is still a potent gesture, a small,
but significant step on the road to acknowledg-
ing past wrongs and towards a real recognition
of our First Peoples and a treaty.

Steven Katsineris,
Vic
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Leonard Peltier.

Indigenous activist Leonard Peltier

On the day People’s World posted
my Florida Strike article, out of
the blue, I received a phone call
from federal prisoner Leonard
Peltier. He is also in federal
prison in Florida. In fact, he
and the Leonard Peltier Defence
Committee were early supporters
of #OperationPUSH.

Let me put this in context:
A friend and fellow Yuchi tribal
member, Richard Ray Whitman,
recently was in a movie I had
reviewed. I wrote Leonard a letter
and sent him a copy of this review in
October 2017. I’ve written Leonard
several times before but never got
a reply. So, this phone call from
him was an honour. Richard knows
Leonard and was at Wounded Knee
in 1973.

Richard is an accomplished
artist, and drove to Wounded Knee
with a camera in tow. In an inter-
view with the Oklahoma Gazette, he
relates this experience. “It became a
serious joke that my first collectors
were the FBL,” Whitman jokingly
said. While a student at California
Institute of the Arts he took a week-
end trip with his camera to docu-
ment artistically the AIM (American
Indian Movement) takeover. That
weekend turned into 71 days, includ-
ing his arrest along with Peltier
and others. He was released, but
the FBI kept all nine rolls of film.

“Unfortunately, no one but the FBI
has seen the film,” Whitman laments.
He has tried to fill out paperwork
throughout the years but to no avail
to get his pictures returned.

Leonard spoke exclusively
with PW with his current pleas and
requests. “I have a very unique and
interesting tale to tell,” Peltier stated.
“I want all Indian involvement from
the director down to the writers, to
the actors.

“I knew (Marlon) Brando in
the 1960s and many others,” Peltier
related. “T worked with many other
Native people to get Hollywood to
change the stereotypical portrayal of
Indians.”

Leonard’s website states the
background to what led up to the
1973 AIM takeover. “Actually the
AIM takeover was just organised
as protest,” Peltier says. However,
it turned into a 71-day shoot-out
with the government agents shoot-
ing many rounds of various calibre
of ammo.”

At first, the AIM occupation was
to protect the elders and citizens
of the Oglala Sioux Natives who
were being abused by then Tribal
President Dick Wilson and his “goon
squad.” A previous PW article out-
lines some of Leonard’s case.

In the ensuing occupation, sev-
eral FBI agents were killed. Peltier
was put on trial and subsequently

imprisoned. Peltier has been in
prison since 1977, making this Year
41 as a political prisoner.

“I went to Canada and asked for
political asylum. Which places me
under the International Extradition
Treaty laws, America signed into
law,” Peltier related. “I did this under
the advice of my elders because they
knew the American justice system
would have to ‘prove’ I was guilty of
first degree murder.”

In Peltier’s 1982 appeal in the
8th Circuit Court in Minneapolis,
some interesting facts arose. “Judge
Heaney asked the prosecutor Lynn
Crooks, ‘Just what was Mr Peltier
convicted of, as we cannot find any
evidence of first degree murder in the
records,” Peltier said. “Crooks told
the judge, ‘Your Honour, the govern-
ment doesn’t know who killed our
agents nor do we know what par-
ticipation Leonard Peltier may have
had in it.” This completely exoner-
ated me.

“Yet here I sit still in federal
prison away from my family,” Peltier
sighed.

“You know, brother, I didn’t
come to prison to become a politi-
cal prisoner,” Peltier pointed out.
“I’ve been part of the resistance
since I was 9 years of age.” Peltier
related how he and his sister Betty
Ann and first cousin Pauline Peltier
were forcefully removed from his

grandmother and sent to boarding
schools.

“Shit, my sister and cousin cried
for days because of that. They were
traumatised,” Peltier lamented.
“Pauline was so traumatised she has
never fully recovered.” The school
officials finally let Leonard go see
them in the girls’ dorm to tell them
he was next door in the boys’ dorm.

“That incident to this day still
has an enormous effect on me,”
Peltier remembers.

Right now his own family is
being traumatised by the govern-
ment not paroling him. “I just had
heart surgery and I’'m 73 years old,”
Peltier related. “I don’t think I have
another ten years. I want out of here
so I can be with my family.

“I want to see and hug my chil-
dren, grandchildren, and my great-
grandchildren,” Peltier pleaded.

Through his International
Leonard Peltier Defence Committee,
Peltier is retooling their information.
He stressed the need for folks to sup-
port him.

“Right now I want to get folks
interested in helping me,” Peltier
pleaded. “We need lots of small
donations, and people stepping up to
help me get paroled.” Peltier reiterat-
ed that he is 73, and has been locked
down for 41 years. He is tired and
just wants his freedom so he can be
with his family. He mentioned for

folks to be sure to read his story, In
the Spirit of Crazy Horse, as it goes
in depth into the challenges he has
had to face. “I really hope folks will
buy it and read it, it’s a great book.”

Federal prisons only allow for a
15-minute phone call. So it was near
the end of our conversation when
he specifically spoke about his case.
“There is no evidence on me, that
came out of our 1983 appeals case,”
Peltier states. “The government
lawyer said [the government] does
not know who fired the shot, nor if I
even had anything to do with it.” The
government still has not paroled him.
He remains locked up to this day.

“This is what I am up against,”
Peltier sighed. “This is why I really
need the people’s help right now.”

Even behind bars, Leonard
Peltier has been the voice of reason
for over 41 years to the Native
people. He encourages Native youth
to embrace their culture, to respect
the elders. He encourages and still
fights for Native rights.

Peltier was a warrior from age
nine. At 73 he remains a warrior still.
You can write to Leonard at:

Leonard Peltier
#89637-132

USP Coleman |

PO Box 1033
Coleman, FL 33521
People’s World &



Guardian

Hostiles

We all know that Hollywood movies are
fictional, right? Even the ones “based on
actual events?” But at some level, if a fic-
tional film references actual history and
includes stunning visuals, great acting, and
a powerful musical score, it can become
accepted and internalised as “the truth.”

Such is the case with Hostiles, the new film
directed by Scott Cooper.

I’'m no expert, as the saying goes. But
something struck me as odd when I read
reviews of Hostiles before paying my admis-
sion. My queasiness was not alleviated by
seeing the film.

Hostiles is a fictional story set in 1892,
structured to present a diverse group of settlers,
soldiers and Cheyenne Indians, compelled by
circumstances to face adversity — including
evil Comanche warriors — as they journey from
New Mexico to Montana. Everyone is forced
to learn from each other, to share their common
humanity. It’s a common Hollywood theme,
but one which raises far more questions than
it answers.

It’s not hard to find solid historical infor-
mation about the Comanche. For the beginner,
Empire of the Summer Moon by SC Gwynne
presents a thoughtful and deeply researched
account of the life and times of Quanah Parker.
One of the most charismatic Comanche lead-
ers, Quanah survived his nation’s wars with
the encroaching US state, ending his days as a
wealthy rancher but still a defender of his peo-
ple’s rights.

The story of Quanah Parker is relevant to
Hostiles, for several reasons. He was the son of
Cynthia Ann Parker, a girl about nine when she
was kidnapped during an 1836 attack against
her extended family’s ranch in Texas (which
was part of Mexico until US annexation).
Five of her adult male relatives were killed in
the raid, paying the price for their arrogance
and stupidity. The Parker clan was greedy
enough to establish a 25-square-mile ranch
deep in Comanche territory, building a fort
to protect their homes and possessions from
the “hostiles,” but not bright enough to real-
ise that staking their claim miles to the west of
other settlements was a problem. Topping this

off, the Parkers left the gates of the fort open
while the adult males with military experience
worked in the fields.

One spring day in 1836, an estimated 100
or more Comanche, Kiowa and other warriors
rode up to the gates. Half an hour later, five
men were dead, other family members were
badly wounded, and five were taken away
on horseback, including Cynthia. The raid
received huge publicity “back East”, fuelling
the racist argument that Indigenous peoples
were uncivilised savages.

This episode was a key moment in a dec-
ades-long military resistance by Comanche
against the Yankee invaders. The warriors who
rode up to the gates of Parker’s Fort were not
ignorant, although they could not have foreseen
the invention of “weapons of mass destruction”
— repeating rifles and other weapons used by
the US Cavalry to inflict countless massacres,
and to eradicate the buffalo herds which were
the basic food source for the “horse tribes”
which flourished on the western plains follow-
ing the Spanish invasion of the “New World.”

The Comanche knew that the incom-
ing tidal wave of settlers posed an existential
threat. As a trading people with wide con-
tacts among neighbouring tribes and nations,
they knew that the Europeans brought death
and destruction on a vast scale, and they had
already fought the Mexicans to a standstill for
a century.

The type of violence seen at Parker’s Fort,
and on many other occasions as the US moved
relentlessly onto the plains, was not uncommon
during raids and conflicts between Indigenous
nations in and after the pre-contact period.

But the perspective given by Hostiles and
other Hollywood films, even those “sympathet-
ic” to the Indigenous peoples, is usually narrow
and ahistorical. As UK Guardian reviewer
Mark Kermode points out, these films focus
on the “burden” of the white man forced to
live with the guilt of colonialism, oppression,
and genocide. Like Christian Bale’s character
(US Army Captain Joe Blocker) in Hostiles,
they were just following orders, haunted by
nightmares of Indian attacks which killed their
fellow soldiers and families. Surely, according
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to the logic of these films, we should all just
learn to understand each other and get along,
putting violence behind us. Famed Indigenous
actor Wes Studi plays another classic role, the
stoic and wise Cheyenne Chief Yellow Hawk,
being escorted back to his people’s sacred ter-
ritory where he can die in peace.

The undeniable talent of these and other
actors in Hostiles becomes part of the prob-
lem, however. The viewer is lulled into accept-
ing such tropes as “truth,” ignoring the wider
context of history, including over a thousand
years of bloody massacres and violence com-
mitted by European kings and armies. Here are
just a few examples: The siege of Jerusalem,
the Spanish Inquisition, the trans-Atlantic slave
trade, the killing of millions of Congolese on
Belgian-owned rubber plantations. To para-
phrase Karl Marx, Capital comes into the
world dripping with blood and dirt from every
pore.

Seen from this perspective, the events
at Parker’s Fort look very different. The
Comanche were simply in a better position to
fight back than most others, and they did the
best they could. Using their incredible horse
skills and tactics, they had some success. One
of their traditional strategies was to kidnap
children and integrate them within their own
communities. Cynthia Ann Parker grew up to
marry a Comanche warrior, and gave birth to
three children, before she was “rescued” in
1860 by Texas Rangers who slaughtered most
of her family. Refusing to accept white soci-
ety, Parker even tried to escape to return to her

TJ Hickey 14 years and no Justice

Wednesday, February 14 at 10:30 am - 2:30 pm
Meet at TJ Hickey Park Crn George & Phillip St Waterloo.

March to NSW Parliament.

Last year the NSW government announced the building of a TJ Hickey Memorial
in Waterloo. This was a great achievement because this was the first time that any
NSW state government, Labor or Liberal, had accepted anything related to his

Comanche home, finally starving herself to
death in 1871. By this time, the Comanche had
been reduced from about 45,000 people down
to less than 3,000.

All this leads me to the question: Why is
Hostiles set in 1892, using the fictional story
of a family massacred by Comanche warriors
in New Mexico? The truth is that most of the
surviving Comanche had been forced onto a
reserve in Oklahoma by 1875, and their last
handful of warriors had been defeated by the
early 1880s. I suppose it’s not impossible that
a handful may have held out until 1892 in New
Mexico, the western edge of their traditional
“Comancheria” territory.

But more likely, the creators of Hostiles
simply used legends and stereotypes deeply
embedded in North American society to make
a “better story.” The film is certainly dramat-
ic and visually powerful, but it’s not “truth”
in any meaningful sense. Yellow Hawk and
his family are colourful but one-dimension-
al figures. Even worse off are the marauding
Comanche, who (in Kermode’s words) are
“faceless boogeymen who swoop in and kill
mercilessly.” Spoiler alert: In the final plot
twist, Yellow Hawk’s grandson is taken to
Chicago by his new “parents,” who make no
attempt to return him to his own people.

Placing the blame for violence on individu-
als, Hostiles is, in the end, yet another apology
for the crimes of imperialism, including geno-
cide in the Americas.

People’s World &

ALBORIGCINAL LICHIS
What’s next in the

struggle?

death. There was an agreement that Gail Hickey and family would do the design
and the wording for the plaque. The plaque would be near the tree where the TJ
Hickey Park sign is today. Due to the government’s continuous postponement of
the redevelopment of Waterloo, the memorial is in the air - there is no final project
and it’s not exactly clear where it will be built. So we are marching to parliament to
meet and ask the minister to reaffirm her commitment to the memorial and demand
that the memorial be built in the place proposed by the Family as soon as possible,
independent of the redevelopment of Waterloo.
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No peace without justice
Invasion Day 2018 — WA
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Richard Titelius

Since the Fremantle City Council decided
in 2017 not to hold Australia Day activi-
ties on January 26 a movement has been
building around the country to Change the
Date as a way of acknowledging the date
as divisive and non-inclusive: Aboriginal
Australians people have no reason to cel-
ebrate January 26, 1788.

On January 26 at Forrest Place in Perth
a rally was organised by Deaths in Custody
Watch to mark Invasion Day and propel the
momentum for changing the date.

Over 500 people gathered at the early
stages of the rally which started around
1:30 pm and heard from a number of speak-
ers including Noongar elder uncle Ben Taylor.
He recalled how early government authorities
oppressed his people by forcing them to live in
designated areas and tried to stop them speak-
ing their language and practising their culture.

Greens Senator Jordon Steele-John spoke
of the need to acknowledge that Australia has
a black as well as a white history and of the
need to learn about dispossession by the colo-
nial invaders of their land as well as the resist-
ance and war fought by the Aboriginal people
to protect their land and culture. Steele-John
added, “There can be no peace without justice
and no justice without a treaty.” There should

be no celebration of this date and there was
a need instead to celebrate a shared future.
Deaths In Custody Watch spokesman Mervyn
Eades reminded the rally that Western Australia
has the highest rates of youth incarceration in
the world.

This sentiment was echoed by Dylan
Voller, the Aboriginal youth featured in the
ABC Four Corners program on the Don Dale
Detention Centre, who said the high rates of
youth incarceration were continuing in the
Northern Territory and Western Australia, and
youth suicide was continuing at alarming rates,
especially in the Kimberley district of Western
Australia. The West Australian State Coroner is
expected to deliver her findings on the inquest
into the Aboriginal youth suicides in the next
few months.

The family of Elijah Doughty had come
from Kalgoorlie to talk about their struggle
with the State Director of Public Prosecutions,
Amanda Forrest, to reconsider a more just
prosecution of the man who had chased
their son with a four-wheel drive in pursuit
of a motor cycle which had been stolen and
knocked Elijah from his bike and killed him.
The man was convicted of a lesser charge of
manslaughter and was about to be released
from prison.

The family of Elijah and many people in
Kalgoorlie believe justice has not been done

and that the killing was racially motivated. The
lack of an adequate and commensurate legal
response is symptomatic of race relations in
Kalgoorlie and the sorrow and despair which
remain.

Noongar activist Marianne Mackay then
called all people to march with them — to “walk
with us on this journey” — to share our strug-
gle for justice. So did more than 1,500 people
who had gathered by then proceeded peace-
fully but vocally to the Supreme Court Gardens
where this year’s Survival/Barak Festival took
place to celebrate Aboriginal culture and life.
Mackay added, “Changing the date gets the
discussion going on this important issue which
should give impetus on other issues affecting
Aboriginal health, Closing the Gap issues and
ultimately a treaty.”

One Day in Fremantle

On Sunday January 28, the City of
Fremantle held its second One Day in
Fremantle free public concert at The
Esplanade. The numbers had increased to
17,000 from last year’s impressive 15,000 and
for people who live in WA it was your typical
Fremantle “alternative” crowd which was inter-
ested in celebrating Australia, one that is inclu-
sive of Aboriginal people and their language
and culture. The proceedings commenced with
traditional Noongar dancers and a welcome to

country followed by the Djuki Mala dancers
from Arnhem Land in the Northern Territory.

Djuki Mala were followed by Danzel
Baker Boy, 20-year-old Yolngu hip hop artist
also from Arnhem Land and a sometimes
member of Djuki Mala, who gave a profession-
al and vibrant performance of his rapping and
hip hop style music. Baker Boy played the two
songs — Marryuna at number 17 and Cloud 9
at number 76, which had made the Triple J Hot
100 — now played on a day other than Australia
Day. The appreciative crowd were also privi-
leged to hear an extended hip hop version of
the Yothu Yindi anthem, “Treaty”.

The concert continued with the outstand-
ing vocal and musical talents of Kate Miller-
Heidke who said she was honoured to be
asked to perform at the concert and played her
hits; “Caught in the Crowd”, “Make it last”,
“You’ve underestimated” and “O Vertigo” the
latter which dazzled the audience with her fine
operatic style.

The mayor of Fremantle Dr Brad Pettit
was also on stage earlier to assure the crowd
that the celebration of what it means to be truly
Australian would be back again next year.

The Communist Party of Australia joins in
the chorus around the country calling for the
date to be changed as a step toward a more
inclusive Australia that celebrates a shared
future. &
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