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Privatisation 
means 
transport chaos
Peter Mac

NSW rail transport workers are taking 
industrial action on January 29 for up to 
72 hours over long-standing claims for 
pay increases and better safety condi-
tions. Negotiations have proceeded for six 
months, but with no resolution. The union 
also wants guarantees from the government 
over the protection of Sydney bus drivers’ 
pay and conditions when some routes are 
privatised.

For years under various state governments, 
infl ation has whittled away the pay packets of 
the people who actually make Sydney’s mas-
sive public transport system work.

Rail workers are demanding a six percent 
per annum pay increase over four years. The 
government claims it can’t afford to compen-
sate drivers for lost income and is offering only 
a 2.5 percent rise but is spending tens of bil-
lions of dollars on construction of a new but 
ineffi cient privately-operated, driverless Metro 

train system and the WestConnex tollway that 
is ripping its way through parts of Sydney’s 
western and southwestern suburbs

The government’s focus is on maximising 
the profi tability of the public transport system 
prior to selling its operations off to private 
corporations. It’s certainly not interested in 
maintaining the pay and conditions of its rail 
workforce.

Nor, for that matter, is it concerned about 
the conditions of the existing double-deck-
er trains themselves. The new timetable has 
reduced train maintenance time, and rail 
authorities are currently dealing with a major 
accident that appears to have involved brake 
failure. 

Last week Alex Classens, NSW state sec-
retary of the Rail, Tram and Bus Union com-
mented: “Clearly, the rolling stock is not going 
to get as regular maintenance as it has done 
in the past, because they are running at higher 
capacity”.

Continued on page 2

Survival Day: Events
There’s plenty of ways to mark Survival Day this January 26 
with events being organised around the country.
In Sydney, the Yabun festival at Camperdown features live music, market stalls, pan-
el discussions and community forums, children’s activities and cultural performances. 
The music line-up includes Troy Cassar-Daley, Joe Geia, Kardajala Kirridarra, Electric 
Fields, Baker Boy, Dobby, Johnny Nicol, Mi-Kaisha, Jarrod Hickling, Baraya and Sean 
Choolburra.

In Tasmania, the Change the Date Rally will mark Invasion Day, with a march from the 
Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre to Parliament House in Hobart. The march will be followed 
by the rally, ceremony, speeches and entertainment.

In Victoria, the Balit Narrun Festival will include performances from Dan Sultan, Archie 
Roach, Kaiit, Shauntai Batzke and Phillip Murray. Held at the Treasury Gardens in 
Melbourne, the festival program also features craft and food stalls and children’s 
entertainment.

Also in Melbourne, Borthwick Park will be busy with music, stalls, children’s activi-
ties and food for the Belgrave Survival Day event. This year’s headline act is Gawurra 
Gaykamangu.

In Canberra, the day will be marked with a march from the Aboriginal Tent Embassy to 
Parliament House.

In Adelaide, Tandanya National Aboriginal Cultural Institute is hosting a day of music, 
dance, stalls and workshops at the Semaphore Foreshore.

In Queensland, the annual march from Parliament House, Brisbane, will go through the 
city to Musgrave Park, where there will be entertainment. 

In Western Australia, the Birak Concert from 3pm at the Supreme Court Gardens in Perth 
will feature performances from Mary G, Pipeline, Yabu, Theona Councillor, David Pigram, 
Nyrie Kickett, the Reuben Brothers and Downsyde. 

The Saltwater Freshwater Festival, usually held on the NSW Mid North Coast, will not 
run this year. Organisers say they are committed to holding it in 2019. 
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Change the date … 
and the system!
CPA statement on the date of Australia Day
As January 26 approaches, a vigorous debate is raging in 
the media about the current date for Australia’s national 
day. Long-standing requests for reconsideration of the 
date have been ignored and pilloried by reactionary 
forces as “divisive” and examples of “political correct-
ness”. Supporters of the current, radically inappropriate 
date suggest that, while January 26, 1788 was the date 
on which the British proclaimed possession of the entire 
land mass of Australia inhabited by dozens of nations 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, that 
is somehow a suitable occasion for the celebration of 
the achievements of modern, multicultural Australian 
society.

Some of the more sophisticated of the defenders of the 
indefensible date have pointed out that changing the date 
would do nothing to improve the lot of Aboriginal people 
and, therefore, not worthy of consideration. If nothing other 
than changing the date were to happen, the exercise would 
not be very worthwhile. But if the date were changed as 
part of a recognition of a great historical wrong, the effects 

of which are still reverberating in the form of lower life 
expectancy, massively higher incarceration rates, deaths in 
custody, the removal of children from their families and 
other outcomes of dispossession and policies of genocide, 
it would be an important step, both symbolically and in 
practical terms.

Such a step and such a change is long overdue. In 1938, 
on the occasion of the sesquicentenary of British invasion of 
Australia, a national meeting of Aboriginal people in Sydney 
issued a call for January 26 to be declared a day of national 
mourning and protest.

The Communist Party of Australia supported the call and 
the movement that sprang from the Sydney meeting. The 
CPA still supports such treatment of the day currently called 
“Australia Day”. We support and work with others for imme-
diate steps to right the historical wrongs, the establishment 
of enduring lands rights and the eradication of systemic and 
other forms of racism. These tasks – and the immediate and 
the ultimate one of building socialism – go hand in hand and 
the Communist Party is committed to both. 
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The Turnbull government has appointed a new Commissioner 
to replace the disgraced Nigel Hadgkiss as head the Australian 
Building and Construction Commission (ABCC). Stephen McBurney 
comes to the job having extensive experience in the investigation 
of serious organised crime using coercion powers.

His appointment is yet another step in the criminalisation of 
legitimate trade union activity and a strengthening of the function-
ing of the ABCC restricting trade union rights and intimidating 
workers.

Workplace Minister Craig Laundy made the announcement with 
little publicity on January 5. His predecessor was forced to resign 
last year after admitting he had breached the Fair Work Act by 
recklessly misrepresenting unions’ legal rights to enter workplaces.

McBurney has impeccable credentials to do the government and 
employers’ dirty work in enforcing legislation that outlaws legiti-
mate trade union activity. He was an ABCC Assistant Commissioner 
from 2006-2008 with particular responsibility for litigation and 
enforcing the Howard government’s compliance regime in the 
building and construction industry.

But perhaps more importantly he has spent the past nine years 
as the Chief Examiner in the Victorian Offi ce of Chief Examiner. 
The offi ce was set up to assist Victorian Police in the investigation 
of organised crime through the use of coercion powers for the inter-
rogation of witnesses and suspected criminals.

The Offi ce is staffed by sworn and unsworn members of Victoria 
Police. They comprise a multi-disciplinary team of investigators, 
lawyers, intelligence staff and administration support.

It operates under the Victorian Major Crime (investigative 
Powers) Act 2004. This Act provides a regime for the authorisation 
and oversight of the use of coercive powers employed to investigate 
and prosecute organised crime offences.

McBurney will be moving from a regime of investigation and 
coercive powers related to serious organised crime to one of policing 
an industrial relations regime that in effect criminalises legitimate 
trade union activity under industrial relations legislation.

The Victorian Act applies to indictable organised crimes under 
Victorian law which carry a maximum jail sentence of 10 years or 
more – in other words to serious criminal offences. And in this, 
there are a number of striking and alarming similarities with the 
ABCC legislation.

Both Acts deny a fundamental right in current legal norms 
including the privilege against self-incrimination, the right to silence 
and freedom from retrospective laws. Also at some stage during 
the process of interrogation or being summonsed they are denied 
the right to representation by a lawyer of their own choosing.

Both Acts involve similar draconian provisions for summonsing 
witnesses to interrogation sessions.

In the case of the Victorian Act where serious organised crime 
is being investigated, the sentence is fi ve years for failing to answer 
a question or failing to attend when a summons has been issued or 
for knowingly giving false or misleading information or publishing 
the whole or any part of court proceeding.

In the case of the ABCC, unionists doing nothing more than 
carrying out legitimate trade union activity face penalties of up to 
six months in jail or huge fi nes. Similar penalties apply for failure 
to produce documents and other material as and when demanded.

The union-bashing government is stepping up its offensive 
against the building and construction unions, in particular the 
CMFEU. This comes on top of the recent introduction of a new 
punitive Building Code, an increase in the powers of the ABCC 
and a massive hike in the penalties.

The recent Heydon Royal Commission and Productivity 
Commission’s review of the industrial relations system are also part 
of the process. They were used to run a massive smear campaign 
aimed at criminalising and demonising legitimate trade union 
activity and militant trade unions and unionists.

Union leaders were constantly being portrayed in the mass media 
as corrupt, criminal and thuggish. Attempts were even made to try 
to link them to outlawed bikie gangs.

We are now coming to the point where strike action is outlawed. 
The objective is to leave unions without any means of defence to 
protect the safety of members and their entitlements.

This is an issue that affects all workers in all sectors of the 
workplace. The future of trade unions in Australia depends on 
the strongest unity between trade unions and a broader movement 
in unity with the wider community in defence of the the right to 
strike and other basic, hard won trade union rights.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
Not a nut or bolt will be allowed to reach Chile under Allende. 
Once Allende comes to power, we shall do all within our power to 
condemn Chile and the Chileans to utmost desperation and poverty.

US ambassador to Chile, Edward Korry, 
in the lead up to Salvador Allende’s election as President in 1970

”“PRESS FUND
Last week “fact-checkers” worked out that US President Donald 
Trump told more than two thousand lies in his first year in office. 
What a start to the new year! The Guardian will be tracking the 
statements and actions of politicians for lies and “slips of the 
tongue” that sometimes reveal a government’s real intentions. To do 
that we need your help by way of contributions to the Press Fund, 
which helps us cover the Guardian’s production costs, so please 
send in something for the next issue if you possibly can. Many 
thanks to everyone who contributed over the Christmas/New Year 
break, as follows:
Dr C Dittura $25, E Durstan $20, C Greer $200, MM $70, 
H N $10, AP $50, “Rough Red” $35, “Round Figure” $15, 
CR $40, RR $40, SS $10, E Seymour $25, G Spiers $25
This week’s total: $565
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Privatisation means 
transport chaosNew cop on the block

Continued from page 1
But the government doesn’t 

want to know. Last year the cur-
rent Minister for Transport, Andrew 
Constance declared triumphantly 
that he was looking forward to the 
time when all public transport serv-
ices, trains, buses and light rail, were 
automated and privately-operated. 
He stated: “They will all be private. 
In 10 to 15 years’ time the govern-
ment will not be in the provision of 
transport services”.

The government is aware of 
rising public anger over its handling 
of public transport, particularly the 
outrageous plan to close the existing 
Bankstown line with massive traffi c 
problems while the line is converted 
to carry “stand up all the way” Metro 
trains. To calm public discontent, in 
November last year the government 
introduced a new timetable intended 
to increase the peak-hour frequency 
of Sydney trains.

However, early this month the 
government manufactured a crisis 
in the rail system. In its “fast track” 
introduction of the new timetable, 
the government made no allowance 
for a 12-month training period for 
drivers, not did it allow for drivers 
being on sick leave or recreation 
leave after the Christmas/New Year 
break.

As a result, on January 9 there 
were simply not enough drivers. 
Delays accumulated throughout the 
day and after extreme heat and a vio-
lent electrical storm a “melt-down” 
occurred during the afternoon peak 
hours.

Thus a scenario was created so 
the government could spark a dispute 
with the drivers and their union, the 
Rail, Tram and Bus Union, and begin 
trumpeting the “failure” of the public 
system and the “superiority” of the 
for-profi t model.

Thousands of passengers were 
crushed onto inner-city station 
platforms for long periods, and at 
Central Station some platforms had 
to be closed. The delays were exac-
erbated by the necessity for trains to 
arrive slowly at stations because of 
the danger of someone falling from 
the densely-packed platforms onto 
the rails in front of the train. Some 
passengers said they were more than 
two hours late arriving home.

More delays occurred the fol-
lowing day but a subsequent repeat 
of the “melt down” was narrowly 
averted. The government expressed 
its “regrets” but refused to offer 
passengers compensation. Minister 
Constance blamed lightning strikes, 
describing the crisis as “an act of 
God”, but he also announced that the 
government would launch an inves-
tigation, implying that rail workers 
were responsible for the debacle.

Not surprisingly, the workers 
were not amused, and the smoulder-
ing pay dispute has now erupted.

Examples 
not to be followed

The NSW government has delib-
erately suppressed the pay of NSW 
transport workers in order to facil-
itate privatisation of the state’s rail 
services by enhancing the profi tabil-
ity of the transport networks.

The first transport systems in 
Australia were privately owned and 
operated. They competed for the 
most profi table routes without pro-
viding a service for unprofitable 
areas, and eventually, state govern-
ments had to take them over in order 
to provide an effective public trans-
port service.

But conservative governments 
are now dedicated to returning con-
trol of transport to the private sector. 
Rather than opting for a return to a 
fully privately owned and operated 
transport system, governments now 
construct the infrastructure and pur-
chase the equipment for transport 
services, either using their own funds 
or entering into private/public fund-
ing partnerships.

They then charge private cor-
porations licence fees to operate 
the component, or sell the service 
off in whole or in part. All of those 
arrangements are calculated to 
ensure the profi tability of the system 
for its future private operators.

Huge sums are at stake. When 
the WestConnex tollway connects 
to the existing west and southwest 
tollways its revenue is anticipated to 
reach $1.33 billion per annum. Even 
allowing for the deduction of taxes 
and operating expenses, the system 
is likely to pull in almost $1 billion 
profi t per annum when completed.

Fifty-one percent of Sydney’s 
WestConnex tollway is being sold 
off to pay for the next stage, the 
extension of the tollway south-
wards towards Wollongong. The 
government is determined to con-
struct the extension, even though 
its own experts are pointing out that 
improvements in public transport 
would be a more effi cient means of 
moving inter-city passengers, and 
could be done for a fraction of the 
cost of the tollway.

The anticipated returns from 
operation of the Metro rail system 
are not available, but the estimated 
cost of constructing the northwest 
line from Rouse Hill to the city is 
$20 billion, and extending the line 
southwest to Bankstown will cost at 
least another $10 billion.

And what does the public get 
in return for these arrangements? 
In Victoria the former Kennett 

government managed to privatise 
the state’s public transport net-
work in one fell swoop. The result 
has been maintenance failures, 
delays, overcrowding and service 
cancellations.

In NSW the coalition regime 
took a more stealthy approach, 
installing a totally new rail line for 
the privately-operated Metro trains 
from Rouse Hill before it com-
menced the long-term conversion of 
the existing lines that carry the gov-
ernment-operated double deckers.

If the NSW government pro-
ceeds with its plans, the disruption 
will be on a vastly different scale 
compared with Victoria, with mas-
sive traffi c jams, confusion, over-
crowding and shutdowns while rail 
lines, stations and road bridges are 
reconstructed.

Construction of the various seg-
ments of the new Metro rail system 
and the WestConnex tollway are 
being funded by the sale of crucial 
state assets, all of which generate 
revenue.

Since 2012 the NSW coalition 
government has sold off the Sydney 
desalination plant, Port Botany, Port 
Kembla, the Eraring power station, 
Newcastle Port, the Bayswater and 
Liddell power stations, Hunter Water 
Australia, the Colongra power sta-
tion, Green State Power, Transgrid, 
M7 Rental Payments, the Vales Point 
power station, the Kooragang Island 
water treatment plant, Ausgrid, 
the Land Titles Offi ce, Endeavour 
Energy, the Construction Services 
Group, Pillar Superannuation 
Administration, Brown Mountain 
Hydro and the Cochrane Dam.

The current bitter dispute over 
pay and safety conditions for train 
drivers is a direct outcome of the 
transport policies of a government 
that is intent on handing over opera-
tion of state enterprises to the private 
sector.

If the government has its way, 
after years of transport chaos and 
astronomical public expense, NSW 
is likely to end up with no revenue 
from state enterprises, a massive 
pay-as-you-go road system and an 
emasculated, very expensive new 
rail network, all of which will be 
run by private corporations intent on 
extracting maximum profi ts from the 
people of the state.

Privatisation of public trans-
port means massive, taxpayer-fund-
ed profi ts for private operators and 
diminished services. United action 
between the transport workers and 
their unions with the wider travelling 
public needs to be built in defence of 
the public transport system and the 
dumping of this government and its 
privatisation agenda. 
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High cost of scheme
Last December, in the same 
week that the federal govern-
ment moved to further extend its 
income management program, 
new research found that compul-
sory income management in the 
Northern Territory had negative 
effects on birthweight and school 
attendance.

The research team from 
the School of Economics at the 
University of Sydney and the 
Menzies School of Health Research 
in Darwin found the income man-
agement scheme, introduced by the 
Howard government in 2007 as part 
of the NT Intervention, coincided 
with signifi cant negative outcomes 
for children in the short term, and 
showed no noticeable improvements 
in the long run.

Lead investigator of the stud-
ies Associate Professor Stefanie 
Schurer, from the University of 
Sydney’s School of Economics and 
Charles Perkins Centre, said the 
research showed the average birth-
weight of babies who were in utero 
when income management was 
introduced to their community was 
over 100 grams lighter, and that the 
babies were at slightly higher risk of 
low birthweight (less than 2,500g).

The research team examined 
daily school attendance records of 
children attending NT government 
schools in the 73 Aboriginal commu-
nities and 10 town camps affected by 
the policy.

As income management was 
introduced to communities in stages 
researchers used this as a “natural 
experiment” and compared the pre- 
and post- school attendance out-
comes for children in each of these 
communities. The researchers found 
school attendance declined by 4 
percent on average in the fi rst fi ve 
months, after which attendance rates 
eventually returned to their initial 
levels.

“We were surprised by the fi nd-
ings,” Professor Schurer said. “We 
expected to fi nd a positive impact or, 
at worst, no impact at all to the intro-
duction of income management.”

Also last December, a Senate 
Inquiry released its report into the 

federal government’s most recent 
income management scheme, the 
cashless welfare card, which was 
the brainchild of billionaire miner 
Andrew Forrest.

The program was originally tri-
alled in Ceduna, South Australia, 
and the East Kimberley in Western 
Australia – both areas with a high 
Aboriginal population.

The Senate committee was 
investigating whether the trial of the 
program should be extended from 
the original two sites, to include the 
WA Goldfi elds, and the Bundaberg 
region of Queensland.

The Coalition senators on the 
committee recommended extend-
ing the trial, but both Labor and the 
Greens wrote dissenting reports. 
Australian Council of Social 
Services (ACOSS) chief execu-
tive Cassandra Goldie called on the 
Senate to reject mandatory cashless 
debit cards and instead support a vol-
untary income management scheme.

“Mandatory cashless debit cards 
are not backed by reliable evidence,” 
she said.

“Legislation to expand the cards 
does not have support of a broad 
range of individuals and organi-
sations within and without trial 
sites, including the Social Justice 
Commissioner June Oscar, and the 
National Congress of Australia’s 
First Peoples.

“There is wide-ranging con-
cern that mandatory cashless debit 
has been imposed on communities 
without proper consultation and 
consent. This is a totally unaccept-
able approach to policy making. 
Communities must be listened to and 
have control over their futures.

“We know that the card is 
making people’s lives more diffi -
cult. The government’s own inter-
im evaluation found that half of the 
people subjected to the card said 
their lives had become worse since 
its introduction.

“Made lives worse”
“Research conducted by the 

ANU found that 34 of 35 people 
interviewed in the East Kimberley 
said the card had made their lives 

worse. The cashless debit card 
applies to anyone receiving a work-
ing-age income support payment in 
trial site communities, irrespective 
of whether they have an addiction to 
alcohol, drugs or gambling.”

Cheryl Axleby, the chief execu-
tive of South Australia’s Aboriginal 
community-controlled legal serv-
ice, the Aboriginal Legal Rights 
Movement (ALRM), said she has 
spoken to people who have worked 
and paid taxes all their lives, 
bought up kids, never had any trou-
ble with child welfare and because 
of the postcode area they live in 
their pension is subject to income 
management.

“It just crushes them. It takes our 
mob back to living on the missions – 
that time when government had full 

control of their lives,” she said. “It’s 
insulting going up to the shop with 
your Basics Card. It’s shame. Our 
mob live with enough shame.

“Why do we keep having to 
make our mob feel so different from 
society and disconnected all the 
time? That’s all it does it should be 
voluntary.”

Professor Sven Silburn, a co-
investigator into the studies into 
income management in the NT 
from the Menzies School of Health 
Research, said they couldn’t say 
whether the negative impacts were 
because of the policy itself, because 
of administrative challenges and 
implementation problems or because 
of negative sentiment surrounding 
its compulsory introduction in these 
communities.

Associate Professor Schurer said 
they had also accessed alternative 
data sources.

“A preliminary analysis of data 
from the Longitudinal Study of 
Indigenous Children (LSIC) showed 
that a transition into income manage-
ment was associated with an increase 
in the mother’s experience of being 
humbugged, or receiving excessive 
demands for money, and reporting 
that children were being upset by 
family arguments,” she said.

“Income management chang-
es the way household resources are 
allocated and consumed and there-
fore may affect the dynamics of 
family decision making.”
Koori Mail 

Results Beloyiannis Branch – Guessing Competition
1st Tom Salisbury – Return fl ight Sydney-Melbourne
2nd Amador Navidi – Dinner for two at Greek Community Club
3rd Jim Speis – Merchandise to value $100 CPA shop
4th Peter Neville – 1-year Guardian subscription
5th John Evangelatos – 3 bottles of Greek red wine

The Beloyiannis Branch thanks all those who supported their fund raising competition 
and if you didn’t win a prize this time, then maybe it will be your turn next time!

Congress 
Special 
Appeal
The Communist Party of Australia wishes to thank all those who so generously 
contributed to the Special Appeal for the 13th National Congress held in December 2017. 
The funds raised made a substantial contribution to the cost of Congress. We were able 
to subsidise travel for delegates from interstate, produce the various documents and 
meet the many other costs involved. We apologise to several branches and comrades 
whose contributions were not recorded in the last Guardian and thank those who have 
sent in money since.

CPA Central Branch $500, WA Branch CPA $500, Sydney District Committee $500, 
S & T Salisbury $100, Charlie Maarbani $50, Sam Moutsas $50.

Total: $1,700 Cumulative total: $10,060.
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Three horrifi c crashes and a $468,000 wage 
theft case confi rm that the transport industry 
is in crisis, the Transport Workers’ Union has 
warned.

Five people, including three truck drivers, 
have been killed in three separate truck crashes in 
NSW, one on January 16, in Dubbo, in which two 
people were killed after a truck hit their car while 
waiting at roadworks and another which caused 
the M1 to be closed for over 15 hours.

The Fair Work Ombudsman last week 
announced that SA based transport operator 
Atkins Freight has been forced to pay $468,000 
in back-pay and fi nes to 10 of its drivers.

“The federal government has blood on its 
hands over these deaths,” said TWU national 
secretary Tony Sheldon. “It was warned repeat-
edly not to shut down an independent road safety 
watchdog because deaths on the roads would 
increase. Its own report on the tribunal showed its 
orders were cutting trucks crashes by 28 percent. 
Families and communities are being torn apart 
while all we get from the government is silence”.

Offi cial statistics show a 9.4% increase in 
deaths from truck crashes nationally. The fi gured 
for NSW spiked signifi cantly with an 86% jump 
in deaths from articulated trucks. New Safe Work 
Australia data for 2017 showed almost 40% of 
all workplace deaths involved a transport worker. 
Despite overall workplace deaths decreasing last 
year, the number of transport workers killed on 
the job jumped to 66, up from 57 in 2016.

“The wage theft case shows what driv-
ers face – they are under pressure to speed and 
drive grueling hours to meet unrealistic deadlines 
and all the while they are being ripped off their 
wages. There is a crisis in transport that is being 
caused right at the top of the supply chain – by 
the wealthy retailers and manufacturers fi nancial-
ly squeezing operators and drivers. The federal 
government is standing by and letting this and the 
deaths happen. This crisis refl ects a total failure of 
the federal administration,” said Sheldon.

Numerous academic studies and coronial 
inquiries have established the lethal dynamic 
between pay and safety on the roads and the need 
for a safe rates system. A report by the National 
Transport Commission states: “There is solid 
survey evidence linking payment levels and sys-
tems to crashes, speeding, driving while fatigued 
and drug use”.

In October, a cross-party Senate committee 
approved a report recommending that the gov-
ernment facilitate industry talks to “establish an 
independent industry body which has the power 
to formulate, implement and enforce supply chain 
standards and accountability as well as sustain-
able, safe rates for the transport industry”.

“The trucking community, including the 
Australian Trucking Association, must come on 
board and back a sustainable solution to the crisis 
in trucking. Band-aid solutions will not stop truck 
drivers and other road users from being slaugh-
tered,” Sheldon added. 

Crashes show transport crisis

Book Review by Graham Drew

A Foodie’s Guide to Capitalism: 
Understanding the political 
economy of what we eat
by Eric Holt-Giménez

Unis pay for corp 
tax cuts

This is certainly a book everyone should read and 
share as it gives sustenance to the increasing chal-
lenge of living as a social being, i.e. a human. And 
it is the “c” word, as Eric points out in his opening 
pages, that we must freely sprinkle into our daily 
conversations for sustainable agriculture, which was 
and is broken by capitalism.

Nonetheless the book’s dedication is “for Manolo: 
friend, farmer, comrade, who taught me that hope is not 
negotiable”.

As the dustcover reviews suggests, Eric Holt-
Giménez’s book is an easy read that gives a straight-
forward understanding of all of what is wrong with our 
industrial food system and thus provides a novice’s guide 
to how Marxists write history.

The reader will want to be a learner and teacher as 
they repeat quotes such as: “The construction of the cor-
porate food regime has been rife with painful contradic-
tions. The Global South went from a billion dollars in 
yearly food exports in the 1970s to importing 11 billion 
dollars a year in food by 2001.”

“… industrial agriculture has destroyed up to 75 per-
cent of the world’s agrodiversity, uses up to 80 percent 
of the planet’s fresh water, and produces up to 20 percent 
of the world’s greenhouse gas emissions”(p.54). And yet 
“more than 70 percent of the world’s food is produced by 
small family farms on less than 25 percent of the world’s 
arable land” (p.38).

Eric Holt-Giménez also points out that the world pro-
duces 1.5 time the amount of food to feed everyone yet 
millions starve and poor farmers are leaving the land.

Whilst this book is published in the United States of 
America, Australian readers will be able to relate to the 
implications and impact of much of the detail and statis-
tics presented even though nearly twice as many people 
in the US experience “food-insecurity” then there are 
Australians.

Equally, Australians do observe the concentration of 
power by processors, wholesalers and retailers in the fl ow 
of food from farmers to consumers even if we don’t have, 
as in the United States, “some 3 million farmers produc-
ing over 7,000 farm products … processed by 28,000 
manufacturers, then sold through 35,000 wholesalers to 
150,000 stores where they reach 300 million consumers’ 
(p.138).”

And we probably know that we waste as much food 
as the Americans, which is 40 percent of what is grown in 
the US, and don’t like the fact that “a typical food prod-
uct is handled an average 33 times before it is touched by 
a consumer” (p.198).

It is rare that a book is applicable to all of us, but we 
all must eat and know what that means to all the planet’s 
people. Eric Holt-Giménez’s book is such a book.
A Foodie’s Guide to Capitalism: Understanding the 
political economy of what we eat by Eric Holt-Giménez 
(2017) a co-publication by Monthly Review Press, New 
York and Foodfi rst Books. 

A freeze on university funding 
for two years from January 1, 
2018, accompanied by a lower-
ing of HECS/HELP repayment 
threshold from July 1, 2018, 
means that students are paying 
for corporate tax cuts, says the 
National Tertiary Education 
Union (NTEU).

“There really is no other way 
of reading this, as the Mid-Year 
Economic and Fiscal Outlook 
(MYEFO) implements elements of 
the Turnbull government’s higher 
education package, which could not 
get parliamentary support,” said 
NTEU president Jeannie Rea.

Higher education cuts of 
$2.1 billion didn’t rate a men-
tion in Treasurer Scott Morrison’s 
and Minister for Finance Mathias 
Cormann’s MYEFO announce-
ment last December. The focus was 
on cutting the defi cit, while going 
ahead with tax cuts for the wealthy 
and for big corporations.

While the Turnbull govern-
ment emphasised the requirement 
to position Australia for the future, 
the need for university graduates in 
current and new fi elds is completely 
ignored.

Further, the union said the 
proposal to freeze funding for 
Commonwealth Supported Places 
(CSPs) at current levels is nothing 
but a crude money-saving exercise 
which fl ies in the face of the objec-
tives of the demand driven funding 
model.

“While the NTEU has pro-
posed the need for a better 
planned and managed allocation 
for CSPs through use of Public 
Accountability Agreements, the 
government’s freeze is not about 
responsibly managing the system. 
The likely outcome is misalloca-
tion of places and pockets of unmet 
demand,” Rea pointed out.

“The deregulation of CSPs 
was an initiative of the previous 
ALP government, continued by 
the Coalition government, with the 
objective of increasing participation 

in higher education. The outcome 
has been increased enrolments and 
successful completions. However, 
there are also many students drop-
ping out and struggling to complete 
and fi nd jobs.

“The reality is that this market 
mechanism has not improved the 
quality of education, but rather uni-
versities have enrolled more stu-
dents in the hope that economies 
of scale will kick in. The big issue 
remains that the base funding of 
CSPs has not increased and stu-
dents are being taught on the cheap, 
with universities relying upon inter-
national student fees to subsidise 
domestic students’ education. This 
is unacceptable.

“The NTEU can only look with 
scepticism on the claim by Minister 
for Education Simon Birmingham 
that after the two-year freeze, bach-
elor courses will receive additional 
funding if they meet performance 
outcomes. This is not sustainable 
and responsible planning. This is 
merely another funding cut smoke-
screen. What’s more, it’s a major 
cut of over $2 billion dollars with-
out discussion with universities, 
their staff and students.”

Rea noted that the Senate reject-
ed the government’s attempts to 
slash higher education funding, so 
the government has gone about it 
behind closed doors and without 
public debate.

“The NTEU congratulates the 
thousands of students on achieving 
their ATARs, announced this week, 
which would enable them to enter 
university. We also commiserate 
with them on the additional fi nan-
cial strain they will face with the 
HELP repayment threshold reduced 
from $52,000 to $45,000.

“Students can be assured that 
they will be entering universities 
where staff will do their best, often 
working way beyond their paid 
hours in increasingly casualised 
jobs, as managements seek to con-
tain the cost of study,” concluded 
Rea. 
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Last December the American television 
news outfi t CNN broke a story about 
African refugees in Libya being sold on 
the auction block for an average $400 per 
head. It was accompanied by a video and 
a swarm of photos. The CNN report sug-
gested that Libya, a broken nation since 
the NATO air war and the consequent coup 
and murder of Muammar Gaddafi  in 2011, 
is now so lawless that slave-traders are free 
to do whatever they want with no fear of 
the Libyan police.

The following week, the auction video and 
an ever-growing swag of appalling photographs 
were shown to the United Nations and to many 
organisations trying to protect refugees from 
harm around the world. All expressed horror 
at the images. And who wouldn’t? The photos 
depicted genuinely horrible scenes of terrifi ed 
prisoners, graphic cruelty and murder.

However, there were some major problems 
with the CNN story. For a start, not all of the 
photos were from Libya. Secondly, those that 
do show atrocities in Libya have been pub-
lished before and date from 2011, not 2017. 
Thirdly, in a great many of them, the person-
nel perpetrating the violence belong to the 
CIA’s favourite “civilian” contractor, Black 
Water Security. In short, these terrible images 
come directly from the 2011 NATO invasion 
of Libya.

Libya was a leading member of the anti-
imperialist “non-aligned” movement. With 
Zimbabwe, it led the anti-imperialist countries 
in Africa that were determined to use their oil 
and mineral riches for the benefi t of the African 
people. Clearly, they had to be overthrown. 

NATO traffi cked more than a quarter of 
a million radical Islamists into Libya in 2011 
to assist in the downfall of the Gaddafi  gov-
ernment, with Black Water providing “opera-
tion commanders” to organise and direct their 
activities. The victims weren’t sub-Saharan 
refugees, but black Libyans (about 30% of the 
Libyan population is black). The extermina-
tion or eviction of black Libyans was high on 
NATO’s terrorist agenda. Black Africans in 
Libya were slaughtered after NATO’s victory, 
the survivors being rounded up, brutalised, and 
shipped to prison camps by the private security 
fi rm that NATO prefers for all of its dirtiest, 
most criminal enterprises.

Since NATO’s victory, Libya has been 
wracked by civil war as several factions vie 
for control of the country’s oil fi elds, including 
at least one Al Qaida affi liate. Gaddafi ’s daugh-
ter is also attempting to rally her country-men 
to resist the various NATO stooges. 

All commentators agree that the NATO-
installed regime, which only controls a rela-
tively small part of the country anyway, is 
going to be overwhelmingly thrown out in next 
year’s elections, assuming they are allowed 
to go ahead. Expecting this, the Americans 
have settled upon their own preferred replace-
ment leader: Khalifa Haftar, commander of 
the Libyan National Army. Hafter spent thirty 
years living in Langley, Virginia, headquarters 
of the CIA, on a CIA expense account. He’s 
already launched his well-funded campaign 
to become the next national leader. But Haftar 
is absolutely hated by the Libyan people, and 
his campaign won’t go anywhere – unless he’s 
supported by another NATO intervention.

And that’s what’s behind CNN’s story that 
Libya is awash with slave-traders and unable to 

restrain them. The world will want an interven-
tion to end the cruelty. Western leaders will call 
it the only way to end an evil trade. NATO will 
get their go-ahead. It’s the Bush/Blair/Howard 
“weapons of mass destruction” strategy all 
over again.

Meanwhile, the US has replaced Britain as 
the country leading the push to bring Libya’s 
former ally Zimbabwe to its knees. Zimbabwe 
under former national liberation leader Robert 
Mugabe had been a huge impediment to impe-
rialism’s plans in Africa, second only to Libya 
under Gaddafi .

The Zimbabwe army thwarted Anglo-
US attempts to intervene in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and helped other liberated 
areas keep imperialism at bay. 

In retaliation, the US has led a campaign 
to impose economic and diplomatic sanctions 
on Zimbabwe, seriously impacting its trade 
and the ability of its ZAPU-PF government to 
carry out its desired program. Meanwhile, the 
opposition MDC (Movement for Democratic 
Change), an opposition sponsored, funded and 
guided by Anglo-US intelligence services and 
related “NGOs”, has attempted to disrupt the 
effective running of the country in order to 
facilitate the regime change that Washington 
so desperately wants. 

Zimbabwe, like Libya, has not only been 
a political roadblock for imperialism in Africa 
but is also a rich prize in its own right, with 
plentiful mineral and other riches ripe for ruth-
less exploitation if only Western corporations 
can get unfettered control of them. Hence 
imperialism’s many intrigues and non-stop 
propaganda war against the country and espe-
cially against Mugabe himself, embodying 

as he does everything capitalism hates about 
national liberation movements.

Britain – the former colonial power in 
Zimbabwe – has waged a bitter struggle for 
over a decade against ZANU-PF’s attempts 
to introduce desperately needed land reform. 
Many of Zimbabwe’s absentee landlords live 
in Britain (a legacy of the colonial past) and 
British companies dominate the rural economy. 
ZANU-PF’s attempt to force the land reform 
issue, seizing absentee-owned or under-utilised 
white farms and allocating them to African 
veterans of the liberation struggle, outraged 
Britain’s ruling class and embarrassed South 
Africa’s ANC government, which had singu-
larly failed to carry out land reform despite rec-
ognising its importance.

Although encouraging the forcible seizure 
of white farms clearly opened the door for 
various forms of corruption, they were minor 
in comparison with the brutal slaughter and 
destruction that accompanied the white seizure 
of the Africans’ land in the fi rst place. British 
and American propaganda, however, seized on 
it as a convenient club with which to beat the 
government of Zimbabwe. Horror stories were 
eagerly sought, and if they could not be found 
they were invented.

Meanwhile, the economy was savaged with 
a crisis in 2009 seeing the country hit with 
record-high hyperinfl ation of what imperial-
ism clearly expected to be a crushing 500 bil-
lion percent! (A similar tactic was used against 
former Soviet Republic Belarus which also 
took an anti-imperialist position.)

Rampant unemployment could not be 
prevented. The Zimbabwean dollar had to be 
withdrawn from circulation, replaced by the 
US dollar, the South African rand and the 
Botswana pula. China, Zimbabwe’s biggest 
trading partner helped ZANU-PF weather the 
crisis and in January 2017 the Chinese yuan 
also became an offi cial currency in Zimbabwe. 

Since the purpose was always “regime 
change”, the prime target was always President 
Robert Mugabe and the tactic has been to try 
to force him out in the name of “democracy” 
using the economic plight of the people as a 
means of arousing opposition. His refusal to 
hand over power to right-wing trade union 
leader Morgan Tsvangirai was held up as clear 

evidence that he was power-mad dictator, and 
disaffected young people in particular were 
organised to demonstrate and disrupt. 

However, power struggles within the 
MDC have led to splits in that organisation, 
and although MDC leader Tsvangirai became 
Prime Minister under a power-sharing agree-
ment with ZANU-PF and President Mugabe, 
this seems to have been less a sign of weakness 
on the part of ZANU-PF and more a shrewd 
move to disable the opposition. 

With Tsvangirai having at fi rst failed to 
deliver the overthrow of the Mugabe regime 
that imperialism desired, the campaign to oust 
ZANU-PF was radically stepped up. Mugabe 
became invariably a “dictator” in the Western 
media, the MDC the “target” of ZANU-PF 
“thugs”.

The crushing of Libya in 2011 was part 
of a general counter-attack by imperialism to 
retake control of Africa. The two most forth-
right opponents of imperialism on the African 
continent were Libya and Zimbabwe. After 
2011, it was a case of “one down, one more 
to go”.

ZANU-PF and the Zimbabwe military real-
ised that unless drastic steps were taken they 
could see their country join Libya, Ukraine, 
Moldova, and numerous others where care-
fully-staged demonstrations had led to “revo-
lutions” or Western military intervention that 
installed extreme right-wing governments. In 
what appears to have been a shrewd pre-emp-
tive strike, the army took over Zimbabwe, 
while emphasising that they were not staging 
a coup. The capitalist media, however, predict-
ably leapt to the conclusion that the army was 
doing what they had wanted it to do: seizing 
power and ousting Mugabe and ZANU-PF. 

The army persuaded the elderly President 
Mugabe to step down, replaced by his deputy 
(now President) Emmerson Mnangagwa. 
While the capitalist media prematurely rejoiced 
with headlines heralding “the downfall of a 
dictator”, the army returned to their barracks. 
February 21, Mugabe’s birthday, has been 
declared a national holiday. ZANU-PF retains 
the government, and imperialism has clearly 
been thwarted. At least for now. They will not 
desist, however. 

Australia

Emmerson Mnangagwa sworn in as President of Zimbabwe.

Libya and Zimbabwe: 
Africa under attack
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Anna Pha and Tom Pearson

“Robbing a bank’s no crime compared to 
owning one”

Brecht – Happy End

As the saying goes, there are two certainties 
in an uncertain world: death and taxes. 
The corporate world, while unable to pre-
vent the former, is doing everything in its 
considerable power to eliminate the latter 
… for itself. As recent developments show, 
transnationals are determined to not only 
minimise paying tax, but to pay none at all. 
The ructions over the likes of Rio Tinto and 
BHP Billiton channelling billions through 
shell companies set up in places such as 
Singapore and Ireland are the tip of the 
iceberg.

As professor Pietro Guj of the University 
of Western Australia, who has been an advi-
sor to that state’s government, put it, “A 
company has the right to conduct business 
wherever it chooses.” Big business knows 
no borders, recognises no sovereignty. It 
was in 2005 that the Singapore govern-
ment registered a new company called BHP 
Billiton AG Singapore Branch. It was given 
a special Pioneer Service Company status, 
which meant it would pay no income tax 
until 2020. Its Singapore tax-free profi t is 
then sent to Switzerland. BHP Switzerland 
then pays 2.5% tax. The remaining profi t is 
then paid as dividends to BHP Netherlands 
and considered tax free. This ruse is called 
“dual-listed companies“ that function as two 
separate companies subject to two different 
tax authorities.

That’s just one of the methods they use.

Class system
Of course, the system is there for them. As 

audit fi rm KPMG put it, the tech giants’ tax 
structures are perfectly legal. That observation 
came as three of them faced a Senate inquiry in 
2016. Representatives from Microsoft, Google 
and Apple made clear the class nature of the 
system: 

“The tax paid is in full compliance with 
Australian tax law” – Microsoft; 

“We are not opposed to paying tax. We are 
opposed to being uncompetitive” – Google;

“We do not avoid tax, we pay all taxes that 
are due in the Australian market” – Apple.

Politically, it should be recalled that the 
mining companies spent tens of millions of 
dollars on advertising against Labor’s 2010 
Resources Super Profi ts Tax. The outcome: 
both Labor leader and PM Kevin Rudd and 
Liberal leader Malcolm Turnbull, who also 
supported the tax, were toppled in coups.

As has been reported in these pages, eight 
of the top 200 companies publicly listed on 
the Australian stock exchange (ASX 200) 
paid no taxes on profi ts averaging $50 million 
and more than half a billion dollars over the 
decade to 2013! More than 20 (10 percent) of 
the top 200 corporations paid an average tax 
rate of fi ve percent or less. Instead of rectify-
ing the situation the government keeps telling 
the people of Australia that there is a “budget 
crisis”, sacking thousands of public serv-
ants and slashing spending on social security, 
health, education, community, Indigenous and 
other services.

As a report released in 2015 by the Tax 
Justice Network and the trade union United 

Voice reveals, “Almost a third of Australia’s 
largest companies are paying less than 10 cents 
in the dollar in corporate tax, which has created 
a gaping hole in government revenues over the 
past decade.”

The report found that overall the effective 
tax rate of ASX 200 companies over the last 
decade is 23 percent, compared with the offi -
cial statutory rate of 30 percent. “If the ASX 
200 companies had paid at the statutory rate it 
would have produced an additional $8.4 billion 
in annual revenues” or more than $80 billion 
over those ten years.”

Tax havens
Fifty-seven percent reported having sub-

sidiaries in secrecy jurisdictions (most likely 
zero or very low tax havens), between them a 
total of 1,078 subsidiaries. How many others 
there are is anyone’s guess. Subsidiaries “over-
charge” parents for goods and services, trans-
ferring profi ts offshore to low tax havens.

Singapore, Hong Kong, Malaysia, British 
Virgin Islands, Mauritius, Luxembourg, 
Switzerland and the Channel Islands of Jersey 
and Guernsey are amongst the most common 
tax havens. Bermuda and Jersey are home to 
at least 119 entities belonging to the ASX 200. 
Their tax rate is zero.

The report also revealed that 60 percent of 
the ASX 200 companies reported debt levels 
in excess of 75 percent, which is suggestive of 
tax avoidance set-ups. Otherwise why would 
they continue running at a “loss”! They also 
borrow from offshore subsidiaries and between 
subsidiaries, so the tax-deductible interest pay-
ments are in countries like Australia and the 
interest is in a tax haven with zero or close to 
zero tax rates.

United Voice national secretary David 
O’Byrne said, “The community will be 
shocked to learn that many of Australia’s larg-
est corporations can legally eliminate the need 
to pay tax at all or reduce their tax bill to 10 
percent or less.”

Corporate welfare
At the same time as the government is 

losing tens of billions of dollars in potential 
income, it is handing out billions of dollars in 
corporate welfare.

The federal government pays a fossil fuel 
subsidy of more than $10 billion per annum. 
The private health insurance companies receive 
a direct subsidy of more than $6 billion per 
annum in the form of the PHI (private health 
insurance) rebate (30-40 percent) of cost of 
premiums. This indirectly subsidises the pri-
vate hospitals and other private health services.

The only corporate subsidies being axed 
are the ones that seek to address climate 
change.

The Tax Justice Network and United Voice 
report noted that “over the last fi ve years, the 
proportion of tax on profi ts raised by the gov-
ernment from business shrank from 23 percent 
to 19 percent while the proportion from indi-
viduals rose from 37 percent to 39 percent.”

The “budget emergency” is a myth. But 
there is a tax emergency – which needs urgent 
addressing before the whole taxation base 
collapses.

Workers are not only carrying an increased 
income tax burden, but paying the GST which 
has been rising as a proportion of nation-
al income. On top of that, the government is 
using the short-fall in taxation as an excuse for 

its austerity measures and continuing to cut the 
company tax rate.

Progressive system
Instead of spending cuts which have such 

devastating consequences for the most vulner-
able people, the government should focus on 
progressive reforms to the tax system so that 
the corporate sector pay a larger share. This 
would overnight result in a large budget sur-
plus, and not a shortage of funds for people’s 
needs.

These reforms should include repeal of 
the fossil fuel rebate, phasing out of the PHI 
rebate, an increase in company tax rates and 
marginal rates on higher incomes. It is time 
mining companies funded their own infrastruc-
ture. Huge savings could be made by slashing 
the military budget which is headed towards 
$40 billion.

If the government were acting in the inter-
ests of the people, it would be taking strong 
and serious measures to close tax loopholes 
and the use of offshore tax havens. It must be 
forced to do so.

GST push
The public is being softened up to accept 

the unacceptable as the unavoidable or inevita-
ble. This is particularly so with the GST men-
tioned above, which is a regressive tax that hits 
those on the lowest incomes the hardest.

The Hawke-Keating Labor government 
had attempted to introduce a goods and servic-
es tax in the 1980s but, not wishing to commit 
political suicide, backed off under consider-
able pressure from the public and within its 
own ranks.

It took the Howard government with the 
support of Australian Democrats leader Meg 
Lees in the Senate to get the highly unpopular 

GST up and running. It came into force in July 
2000. The “never-to-be-increased” GST was 
set in concrete with a requirement that there be 
unanimous support of the federal and all state 
governments for it to be increased.

Some goods and services were exempt 
from the GST, a concession gained by the 
Democrats from the Howard government 
before agreeing to the tax.

It marked the beginning of the end of the 
Democrats.

Unlike a progressive tax system, where 
those on higher incomes pay at a higher (mar-
ginal) rate in the dollar, the GST is a fl at 
tax. Everyone pays 10 percent, regardless of 
whether they are on unemployment payments 
of $259.60 a week or a business person on 
$25,000 a week. Those on lower incomes also 
spend a far higher proportion of their income 
on GST taxable goods and services.

The personal income tax system, despite 
its shortcomings, is more progressive, with 
those on higher incomes paying a higher rate 
in the dollar once their income reaches cer-
tain thresholds. The GST is an unfair tax that 
shifts the tax burden onto those least able to 
pay and lets the corporate sector completely 
off the hook. Not surprisingly, big business is 
keen to slash company tax rates and increase 
the GST.

Reform first step
The tax system needs reform. The GST 

should be abolished. Company tax and the 
marginal rates on higher incomes should be 
increased. At the same time, billions could be 
raised to meet social needs by slashing cor-
porate welfare and closing the loopholes that 
allow highly profi table transnational corpo-
rations to pay peanuts or no tax at all. There 
is absolutely no economic justifi cation for 

Parasite paradise
Tax in a system based on theft

“The community will be shocked to learn that man
Australia’s largest corporations can legally elimin
to pay tax at all or reduce their tax bill to 10 per
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balancing budgets and swelling corporate prof-
its at the expense of the people.

As previously reported in the Guardian, 
research by The Australia Institute found that 
the government would have had an addition-
al $38 billion for the 2012-13 federal budget 
and would have collected an extra $169 billion 
over the previous seven years had it not been 
for unsustainable personal income tax cuts that 
were made in the lead-up to the global fi nan-
cial crisis. (“Budget 2014-15: The hidden tax 
agenda”, the Guardian, #1641, 04-06-2014)

Add that $38 billion to the $8.4 billion 
being lost from tax avoidance by the ASX200, 
the loss of income is well over $45 billion per 
annum. And that doesn’t take into account the 
overseas-based companies like Apple, Google, 
Microsoft or the non-listed private companies 
whose books are not open to public scrutiny.

The corrupt nature of capitalism, based 
as it is on the theft of the surplus arising from 
the exploitation of labour, means that every 
human practice, every social relationship is 
subject to the requirements of profi t maximisa-
tion. As Karl Marx defi ned it, in The Poverty 
of Philosophy:

“Finally, there came a time when every-
thing that men had considered as inalienable 
became an object of exchange, of traffi c and 
could be alienated. This is the time when the 
very things which till then had been commu-
nicated, but never exchanged; given, but never 
sold; acquired, but never bought – virtue, love, 
conviction, knowledge, conscience – when 
everything in short, passed into commerce. 
It is the time of general corruption of univer-
sal vendity, or to speak in terms of political 
economy, the time when everything, moral or 
physical, having become a marketable value, 
is brought to the market to be assessed at its 
lowest value.” 

Jenny Farrell

On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther made 
public his 95 Theses against the widespread 
practice of selling indulgences and clerical 
corruption. He attacked the Church’s claim 
to be the sole interpreter of the word and 
intentions of God and defended ordinary 
human entitlement to God’s grace without 
Church involvement.

The Roman Church was the greatest land-
owner and was the central force of European 
feudalism. Its increasing greed, the ruthless 
extortion of everybody, including the poor, 
caused discontent. The sale of indulgences, 
claiming to ensure clear passage to Heaven, 
were used to fi nance the upper clergy’s affl uent 
lifestyle and ever more splendid church build-
ings. Such plundering deprived all territories of 
their fi nancial resources and became an obsta-
cle to early capitalist development.

Throughout the late Middle Ages, opposi-
tion to feudalism took the shape of open heresy 
and armed rebellion from the 14th century. 
These were class wars, despite their religious 
guise.

One of the most effective heresies that took 
hold in the rising middle classes was the reviv-
al of early Christian teachings, and the demand 
to eliminate Church hierarchy, including the 
papacy. Such radical anti-feudal sentiment 
could only be expressed in theological terms at 
the time. From this time stem early translations 
of the Bible into the native languages of the 
people, empowering them signifi cantly.

Plebeian demands went further. They 
called for the restoration of early Christian 
equality of all members of the community – to 
include civil equality, equity of property for all, 
and the abolition of ground rents, taxes, and 
privileges.

They articulated the interests of a separate 
new class in the 14th and 15th centuries, which 
led to the fi rst major peasant uprisings under 
the leadership of preachers. John Ball, Wat 
Tyler and Jack Straw are examples in England, 
Jan Hus in Bohemia, and Luther’s contempo-
rary Thomas Müntzer in Germany. Ball, Tyler 
and Straw were executed; Hus was burnt at the 
stake; Müntzer was decapitated.

Luther’s contemporaries understood his 
Theses as a break with the Pope and the Church 
at a time when Germany was ripe for upheaval. 
He lit the fuse, so to speak. He became the pro-
tagonist of heresy against the Roman Church, 
and for a short time in history all oppositional 
forces rallied round him. His Theses, therefore, 
mark the Reformation of the Roman Church 
and constitute historically the fi rst stage of the 
early bourgeois revolution in Germany.

Luther’s translation of the New Testament 
from Latin into German in 1522 meant that 
ordinary people no longer depended on the 
interpretations of the clergy: now they could 
read and understand the message of the Bible 
themselves, and reformed preachers held 
church services in the vernacular. This transla-
tion was one of Luther’s lasting contributions. 
His writings on usury, his equation of usurer 
and merchant, even earned him the praise of 
Karl Marx.

Increasingly, in 1522–23 confl ict arose 
between the interests of the German proper-
tied patricians and the dispossessed, marking 
a second phase in the bourgeois revolution. 
Peasant and plebeian demands became the 
most far-reaching. The two classes that had 
briefl y identifi ed the same historic opportunity 
of breaking with feudal control polarised in the 
early years of the Reformation, and separated.

Each party needed a representative. 
Luther had to take sides. He claimed that he 

never intended his Reformation of the Church 
to ignite civil unrest. As the reformed lesser 
nobility and the urban middle classes gained 
power, they rallied around Luther. He dropped 
those elements of his position that were open 
to radical interpretation and instead empha-
sised Bible passages referring to God-ordained 
authorities and obedience and the acceptance 
of social inequality.

His adversary Thomas Müntzer, on the 
other hand, attacked all the main points of 
Christianity, preaching a kind of pantheism 
approaching atheism. He repudiated the Bible 
as the only and infallible revelation and stated 
that reason is the revelation, existing among all 
peoples at all times. He concluded that heaven 
is not of another world but is to be sought in 
this life, and that it is the task of believers to 
establish heaven on earth.

As Müntzer’s religious philosophy 
approached atheism, so his political program 
approached communism.

Müntzer became a leader of the German 
peasant war of 1524–25, the third stage of the 
bourgeois revolution. He is Germany’s most 
outstanding leader of the people’s Reformation, 
which went far beyond Luther’s “moder-
ate” bourgeois Reformation and aimed at 
the complete abolition of feudal power and 
exploitation.

The peasants were defeated and were 
slaughtered in enormous numbers, betrayed 
by the propertied classes, who no longer felt 
they needed them to achieve power. However, 
a bourgeois nation-state was not realised. 
Germany remained splintered into political 
fi efdoms for over 300 years more.
Socialist Voice 

Martin Luther, 
the Reformation, 
and the Peasant War 
in Germany

Luther’s translation of the New Testament from Latin into 
German in 1522 meant that ordinary people no longer 
depended on the interpretations of the clergy: now they could 
read and understand the message of the Bible themselves.
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Sudan Communist leader arrested
James Tweedie

Sudanese security forces detained the leader 
of the country’s Communist Party last 
week. Muhammad Mukhtar al-Khatieb was 
arrested in a raid on his home at 3am – a 
day after a protest in the capital Khartoum 
organised by the Sudanese Communist 
Party (SCP) against austerity measures that 
raised the price of bread.

SCP political bureau member Fathi Alfadl 
said that more than 50 political leaders, cam-
paigners, and journalists had been detained 
since the demonstration.

They included fellow political bureau and 
central committee members Siddig Yousif 
and Youssef Hussein, along with human 
rights campaigner Amal Habani and journalist 
Mamoun Eltilib.

“We call on all fraternal communist and 
workers’ parties to demand the immediate 
release of Comrade al-Khatieb and other polit-
ical detainees,” Alfadl said in a statement.

He demanded authorities “respect their 
legal rights and allow their legal advisers to 
meet them, to allow doctors to provide the 
medical care the detainees need.”

The online news site Sudan Tribune 
reported that dozens of people were beaten 
and arrested by police during yesterday’s 
march, which they claimed was attended by 
hundreds of people.

However, the Middle East Eye reported 
that thousands attended the protest.

It was the latest in two weeks of dem-
onstrations over President Omar al-Bashir’s 
government’s acceptance of demands by the 
International Monetary Fund to cut wheat sub-
sidies and devalue the Sudanese pound.

The measures were agreed in December’s 
budget. Now the Sudanese pound trades at 18 
to the US dollar, down from six, causing bread 
prices to soar as a result.

Last week, Khartoum state authorities 
denied the SCP’s request for permission to 
march to the governor’s offi ce to deliver a 
statement in protest.

But the Party went ahead with the march 
to the presidential palace.

Witness Ahmed Abdul Gadir said: “More 
than 5,000 people have defi antly gathered 
in Khartoum’s downtown streets, chanting 
anti-government slogans. SCP spokesman 
Ali Saeed told Middle East Eye: “We have 
reported that more than 60 protesters have 
been arrested, and other political leaders were 
detained, and the detention campaign is still 
ongoing.”

He said the protests would continue 
“against the economic suffering of our people, 
against the war, and against the human rights 
violations.”
Morning Star 

Steve McGiffen

Belief in the EU’s progressive interna-
tionalism is a fl ight of fancy, as shown by 
the European Commission’s latest attack 
on working people – targeting air traffi c 
controllers’ right to withdraw their labour. 
Longstanding left critics of the European 
Union, among whom I count myself, were 
fatally wrong-footed in a referendum 
debate dominated by the far right.

One end result of the debate – during 
which very few truths were spoken by either 
side – is that the EU is now seen by large 
swathes of the population, including possibly 
most young people, as some kind of progres-
sive, internationalist force.

It is, of course, nothing of the sort. The 
European Union may trumpet its “social” 
credentials, but its recently adopted “social 
pillar”, which is supposed to guarantee the 
rights of working people, contains, in reality, 
nothing which is not already guaranteed in the 
European Social Charter, which isn’t an EU 
agreement at all.

It’s a Council of Europe treaty, fi rst adopt-
ed almost half a century ago and amended 
several times since, which, on the Council of 
Europe website, is described as a treaty that 
“guarantees fundamental social and economic 
rights” including “a broad range of everyday 
human rights related to employment, hous-
ing, health, education, social protection and 
welfare.”

These rights include the right to organ-
ise and bargain collectively, and although the 
European Social Charter does not explicit-
ly guarantee the right to strike, the European 
Committee of Social Rights (ECSR), which 
polices the charter in terms of whether nation-
al laws and actions comply with it, has inter-
preted it as doing just that.

The EU, despite a commitment to do so 
contained in the 2007 Lisbon Treaty, has so 
far failed to ratify this fundamental measure. If 
you look at the case law of the European Court 
of Justice (ECJ), you can see just why this is 
the case.

In fact, the EU does guarantee the right to 
strike, but not if this should interfere with the 
rights guaranteed under the single market.

Thus, for instance, in two crucial 
cases from around a decade ago, known as 
“Viking” and “Laval,” the ECJ ruled that col-
lective action, where it has a transnational 
dimension, could be in confl ict with the so-
called economic freedoms guaranteed within 
the EU.

This provides the basis for the European 
Commission’s latest attack on the rights of 
workers.

In a move uncannily reminiscent of Ronald 
Reagan’s 1981 attack on US air traffi c control-
lers, it is this group of workers who have been 
chosen for the honour of having their right to 
strike removed.

The Commission argues that such strikes 
lead to delays and cancelled fl ights.

Well, yes, clearly. That’s more or less the 
point of striking in this industry. However, in 
reality (a place the Commission rarely seems 
to visit), the proportion of fl ight delays caused 
by industrial action amounts to less than one 
percent. Most are caused by airlines’ own inef-
fi ciencies and errors.

The EU’s priority is invariably the 
“market”. Nothing must hinder the “freedom” 
of companies to establish themselves in any 
member state which takes their fancy.

Nothing must hinder the “free movement” 
of goods, services, labour and capital. Its argu-
ment for restricting the right to strike in this 
instance, is that air transport is vital to the reali-
sation of these “freedoms.”

Delays are unacceptable. And costs must 
be held down in the face of international 

competition, so air traffi c controllers must 
work more intensely and for longer.

These points are lifted straight out of the 
airline bosses’ own lobbying documents. Once 
again the Commission’s proposals demonstrate 
that for the EU, nothing must take precedence 
over profi t: not the rights or the health of work-
ers, and not the safety of passengers.

Happily, the ability of the European Union 
to impose direct restrictions on the right to 
strike is itself limited.

Despite the obvious international nature 
of most air travel, it would be hard for the 
European Commission to argue that there 
is in a strike of airline or airport personnel 
any direct interference with what is known 
as the “right of establishment,” so all it can 
do is make a recommendation to the member 
states.

This will urge the adoption of obligatory 
prior notifi cation, protection of all overfl ights 
and a ban on strikes during air traffi c peak 
periods.

Soon, Britain will no longer be a member 
of the EU. The election of a progressive gov-
ernment under Jeremy Corbyn would, you’d 
hope, protect us from copycat measures such as 
would certainly be taken by the Tories.

Were we to remain in the EU, this would 
not have been the case. We have seen what has 
happened to governments of all political hues 
which have tried to defy the will of the unelect-
ed Brussels authorities.

There are, however, more reasons to 
resist this than simple solidarity. First, a tired, 
overworked, stressed man or woman is not 
someone you want in charge of your aircraft 
maintaining a safe fl ight path.

Second, because tomorrow, it could be you. 
No-one is immune to such attacks on our fun-
damental rights.

For all these reasons I hope you will 
go to the air traffic controllers’ website 
www.atcorights.org/petition and sign the peti-
tion against this latest attack on the rights of 
working people.

I’d also like you to tell the next person 
you meet who sounds off about the horrors of 
Brexit about the reality of the European Union. 
And when they point out that the Tories are 
worse, remind them that they can vote against 
the Tories and replace them with a progressive 
government, something which cannot be said 
of the worker-bashing European Commission.
Morning Star 

EU right to strike threat

“More than 5,000 people have defi antly gathered in Khartoum’s downtown streets.”
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North-South Korea progress
Last week North and South 
Korea made progress in talks at 
the former village of Panmunjom 
in the demilitarised border zone. 
The delegations agreed to military 
talks to reduce tensions along the 
heavily fortifi ed frontier.

They also agreed to reopen a 
north-south military hotline, as well 
as North Korean involvement in 
next month’s winter Olympics in 
South Korea’s Pyeongchang, the 
ostensible reason for the talks.

At the start of the fi rst bilat-
eral meeting for two years, North 
Korean Unifi cation Minister Ri Son 
Gwon expressed hope for “pre-
cious” improvements in relations.

South Korean Vice Unifi cation 
Minister Chun Hae Sung said later 
he had also proposed resuming tem-
porary reunions of families sepa-
rated since the 1950-53 war, and 
stressed the need to rid the Korean 
peninsula of nuclear weapons.

The talks followed last week’s 
reconnection of a diplomatic hot-
line after South Korean Unifi cation 
Minister Cho Myoung Gyon accept-
ed North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un’s offer of dialogue in his New 
Year’s Day speech.

The military hotline was closed 
in 2013 after the UN imposed sanc-
tions on the North amid rising mili-
tary tensions with the US. It was 
also used to facilitate South Korean 
workers crossing to the joint indus-
trial complex at Kaesong.

Impeached South Korean 
president Park Geun Hye shut 
down operations at Kaesong in 
February 2016 in retaliation for 
a North Korean satellite launch. 
Panmunjom, inside the demilita-
rised zone, was where the Korean 
war armistice was signed.

China, which has proposed 
a return to six-nation talks on 
North Korea’s nuclear weapons, 

welcomed the North-South 
meeting.

But US Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson’s adviser Brian Hook 
insisted that sanctions would contin-
ue until Washington reached its goal 
of “the complete verifi able, irrevers-
ible denuclearisation of the Korean 
peninsula.”

North Korean newspaper 
Rodong Sinmun rejected President 
Donald Trump’s claim that intensi-
fi ed sanctions and military sabre-
rattling had forced Pyongyang to 
the table.

Last week Trump agreed to 
delay the latest joint war games 
with South Korea – a biannual 
source of confrontation with the 
North – until after the Olympics and 
repeated his surprise offer last year 
to meet with Kim Jong Un.
Morning Star 

Hamza Abu Eltarabesh

Sometimes you have to put horrifi c images 
at the back of your mind.

During Israel’s 51-day attack on Gaza in 
the summer of 2014, I saw tens of dead bodies. 
The worst thing I witnessed was the target-
ing of a car about 10 metres from where I was 
standing. I could see its driver take his last 
breath before he died.

At that moment, my whole body went cold. 
For several days, I could not think of anything 
but that appalling scene. I was unable to sleep 
for about a week.

Events moved fast that summer. I tried my 
best to forget about the incident and to get on 
with my life.

More than three years have passed. Despite 
my efforts to put that experience behind me, 
I know that the mental scars it left have not 
healed. Like so many other people in Gaza, I 
am vulnerable.

That was proven on December 8 last, 
when protesters in Gaza expressed their rage 
at Donald Trump’s announcement two days 
earlier that the US would recognise Jerusalem 
as Israel’s capital.

Mahmoud al-Masri was among the protest-
ers killed by Israeli troops that day.

I had looked on as Mahmoud ran towards 
the fence separating the Khan Younis area 
of Gaza from Israel. Mahmoud was brave 
and defi ant. He kept running despite Israeli 
forces fi ring tear gas canisters in his direc-
tion. Mahmoud climbed the fence, waving a 
Palestinian fl ag. He was shot in the back by 
Israeli soldiers.

When Mahmoud fell down, the Israeli 
soldiers kept on fi ring. He lay on the ground, 
bleeding for around an hour before the shoot-
ing had stopped. By the time anyone could 
offer him assistance, Mahmoud had lost 
consciousness.

“We reached Mahmoud when he was 
taking his last breaths,” Musab Abu Shawish, 
a paramedic, told me. “We were not able to 
do anything for him, except give him some 
oxygen.”

Helpless
The killing of Mahmoud left me feeling 

helpless. But it was not the sight of his dead 
body that upset me most – I was not stand-
ing close enough to Mahmoud to see his face. 
Instead, it was a video that showed his father, 
Abd al-Majeed, saying goodbye to Mahmoud 
in a mortuary.

“Please leave me with my son,” Abd al-
Majeed told the people around him. Observing 
his pain, my whole body shook and I started to 
weep uncontrollably. I did not know Mahmoud 
personally but I have learned about him from 
his father. Mahmoud, aged 29, had been a 
construction worker. He was hoping to set up 
his own carpentry business and raise enough 

money so that he could join his brother Ahmad, 
who emigrated to Sweden a few years ago.

Mahmoud “always hated injustice” his 
father told me. “He was very kind and helpful.”

There are strong indications that Mahmoud 
knew he would be killed on December 8.

The previous evening, he wrote on 
Facebook: “If we die seeking martyrdom, we 
die standing like trees.” The banner image on 
his Facebook page featured a photograph of 
Yasser Arafat and a quotation attributed to the 
late leader on how Jerusalem is at the heart of 
the Palestinian struggle.

Mahmoud was in many respects typical of 
the young people who have protested against 
Trump’s announcement.

Nayif al-Salibi is another young man with 
dreams and ambitions. He is now studying civil 
engineering at the Islamic University of Gaza. 
Once he graduates, he hopes to pursue a mas-
ter’s degree in Germany.

No negotiations 
on Jerusalem

He took part in the same demonstration 
as Mahmoud on December 8. When I met 
Nayif, his eyes were stinging from the tear 
gas fi red by Israel. Along with many others, 
he was picking up tear gas canisters fi red by 
Israel’s military and throwing them back at the 
soldiers.

“I’m here to show the world that we refuse 
to put our holy city [Jerusalem] on the negoti-
ating table,” he said. “No one but Palestinians 
can make decisions related to Jerusalem.”

Israel’s use of tear gas – a chemical weapon 
– was examined in a study recently published 
by the University of California, Berkeley. It 
found that the amount of tear gas to which 
Palestinians are exposed is “likely beyond the 
level that has been found elsewhere around the 
globe.”

Although the study focused on the 
Bethlehem area of the occupied West Bank, it 
is also relevant to the use of tear gas in Gaza. 
People exposed to tear gas here have suffered 
similar symptoms to those noted in the study.

Ashraf al-Qedra, a spokesperson for the 
health ministry in Gaza, said that around 60 
percent of people injured during recent protests 
had symptoms related to tear gas inhalation. 
They included severe coughing, respiratory 
problems and accelerated heart rates.

Many people in Gaza also believe that 
Israel is deliberately shooting at protesters so 
that they will sustain major injuries or even die 
– eight Palestinians were killed during dem-
onstrations on the Gaza-Israel boundary in 
December.

Life goes on
About 40 percent of injuries by live fi re 

during the recent protests in Gaza were in the 

head and upper body, according to al-Qedra. 
Sharif Shalash, 28, died on December 23 after 
being injured in protests a few days earlier. 
He had been shot in the stomach by the Israeli 
military.

Sharif had confronted the Israeli military 
directly on a number of occasions. He was “an 
expert on the border area [with Israel],” said 
his friend Ahmad Hassaballah. During protests, 
Sharif had organised young people into groups 
and advised them about how to throw burning 
tires and other objects towards Israeli troops. 
He had also tried to cut holes in the Israeli 
fence.

His fi nal wish, according to Hassaballah, 
was that he be shrouded in a Palestinian fl ag 
when he was buried.

I sought to speak with Sharif’s wife 
Yasmin.

Yet when I arrived at her home, a woman 
came out and apologised on Yasmin’s behalf. 
“She is too tired,” the woman said. “She has 
just come back from the hospital and we have 
just learned that she is pregnant.”

It was a powerful reminder of how life con-
tinues despite all the pain caused by the Israeli 
occupiers and their supporters in Washington.
The Electronic Intfada 

Defi ance in Gaza

Delegates of North Korea and South Korea meet for the formal agreement.
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Tax – who will pay?

I think the Guardian should campaign 
strongly (and regularly) on this “tax cuts 
for the rich” push by Treasurer Morrison 
to match Trump’s reducing corporate tax 
to 20% (and other capitalist countries) 
so we remain a “competitive” capitalist 
economy.

Behind the tax cuts for business rhetoric of 
course is: Who will pay?

As there is zilch economic growth, the 

$50 billion will be $50 billion less collected 
by treasury for government services, hospitals 
schools etc assuming the rich pay taxes!

It will mean “smaller government” and 
more austerity and privatisation i.e. after the 
tax cuts go through we will be told “there is no 
money in the treasury to pay for government 
expenditure”.

And this was the strategy behind the 
increased military spending by $20 billion – 
non-negotiable – to cover the 2% GDP pledged 
as our contribution to support for US rolling 
wars/US world power play: diverting taxpay-
ers” money away from government services 
such as Medicare.

So, we have two options – oppose the tax 
cuts to bug business in our propaganda … use 
the capitalist rhetoric of need for “balanced 
budgets” and ask where the money is coming 
from to cover the $50 billion loss in govern-
ment revenue resulting from the corporate tax 
cuts.

We demand:
1. Cut military spending – can no longer 

afford more wars that workers have to pay 
for and die for

2. A Mining Tax – not just on coal but on all 

the foreign and local mining magnates – 
pay the rent

3. Increase the tax on the banks to 10%
4. Make the Multinationals pay their tax 

in the country where money earned – 
their Australian profi ts should be taxed 
here. (Make them pay up front like small 
business has to do in Australia or PAYE as 
workers have to do.)

5. Clamp down on the use of overseas tax 
havens.
Also, as a very wealthy ex merchant 

banker, Turnbull would have a lot of skin in 
the game when it comes to these tax cuts.

Con Costa
Sydney

Cruel and untenable

Considering the asylum seeker boats 
have stopped coming, it is time to stop the 
offshore detention of refugees. Many of 
these people fl ed oppressive circumstances 
only to be put in detention on Manus and 
Nauru islands and have suffered gross 
mistreatment.

Surely, it is sensible, right and compassion-
ate to now begin to quietly resettle these people 
in Australia, or in NZ or another suitable and 
safe country that will have them and they wish 
to go to.

The present harmful and expensive island 
detention system is untenable and has to come 
to an end. It is cruel to continue this situa-
tion indefi nitely. These people have endured 
enough and should be freed. We must fi nd a 
better solution than this disgraceful and sordid 
policy.

We cannot be so heartless as to continue 
to ignore this issue and remain silent. Decent, 
caring Australians need to act and speak up 
about these refugee’s dire plight. Let’s share 
and extend our empathy and kindness beyond 
our local communities to these fellow humans 
who are suffering and let’s do more to help 
them.

Together we can make a difference and end 
this shameful chapter in Australian history.

Steven Katsineris,
Vic

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

Lenin wrote Imperialism, The 
Highest Stage of Capitalism in 
1916 to address an issue that had 
been raised by JA Hobson and 
Rudolf Hilferding in their works 
about the changing nature of 
capitalism towards the end of the 
19th century.

Lenin recognised that the war 
then taking place was an imperi-
alist one between the old impe-
rialist powers of Britain, France, 
Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey, 
and Russia. Britain was the lead-
ing power at the time and includ-
ed vast swathes of Asia and Africa 
in its empire. With the exception 
of France and Turkey, all were 
monarchies.

By the end of the war Britain’s 
status had been undermined, and 
it was in debt to the United States. 
Woodrow Wilson, an isolationist 
American president (like Donald 
Trump), had brought America into 
the “war to end all wars.” He was 
also instrumental in the establishing 
of the League of Nations. After the 
war Wilson reverted to isolationism, 
and the United States never joined 
the League.

The establishment of the Soviet 
Union and the growth of independ-
ence movements around the world 
meant that the old imperialism 

was under attack. Initially the old 
empires had attempted to stifl e the 
Russian Revolution, and when that 
failed they spent the 1920s and 
30s trying to undermine the Soviet 
Union and all democratic move-
ments. The League was ineffectual 
in the face of the growth of fascism 
and gave effective support to the fas-
cists in Spain.

Inevitably, the confl icts between 
the growth of democratic move-
ments, the existence of the USSR 
controlled by workers, and the old 
imperial powers seeking to maintain 
their empires and fossilised way of 
life, together with the growth of fas-
cism, led to war on a global scale. At 
the end of it the USSR had consol-
idated its position and had demon-
strated that it could defeat fascism.

The United States was now 
the leading imperialist power, dis-
placing Britain and the others, who 
were now to play a secondary role, 
despite occasional attempts at their 
old-style behaviour, as in Suez.

The United States, while declar-
ing itself to be democratic, was in 
fact an old-style imperialist, every 
bit as bad as, if not worse than, the 
countries it displaced.

Imperialist culture, rhetoric, 
arrogance and practice is part of the 
DNA of the United States. When the 

fi rst white settlers arrived in North 
America they found a land already 
occupied by an Indigenous popula-
tion with their own culture and lan-
guages. The various nations were 
cultivating the land, growing corn 
and other crops, hunting and fi sh-
ing in a sustainable manner. More 
importantly, they did not have a 
philosophical outlook based on pri-
vate property. This concept of pri-
vate property was completely alien 
to them. After all, the Earth was 
alive, so how could you own it?

In Capital (volume 1, chapter 
31) Marx describes how the Puritans 
of New England “set a premium of 
£40 on every Indian scalp and every 
captured redskin.” The privatisa-
tion of land and thus the primitive 
accumulation of capital meant that 
anyone who resisted had to be char-
acterised as lazy, stupid, or savage.

Basically, the same methods 
were used as had been employed 
in Ireland: attack the social system, 
language and culture of the 
Indigenous population. Exterminate 
and enslave if possible. Scalping and 
the taking of ears were all used as in 
Ireland, and would be used again in 
Viet Nam against the Vietnamese in 
the 20th century.

The core group of planter colo-
nialists in North America were the 

settlers known as Scots-Irish. These 
had a fi rm belief in their own right-
eousness. Over time they developed 
a method of warfare still employed 
by the United States: “razing and 
destroying enemy villages and 
fi elds; killing enemy women and 
children; raiding settlements for 
captives; intimidating and brutal-
ising enemy non-combatants; and 
assassinating enemy leaders” (John 
Grenier, The First Way of War).

They also developed two other 
aspects of the American way of war, 
both demonstrated in Vietnam in 
the 1960s to 1970s and again more 
recently in Iraq and other theatres 
of war: unlimited war, and irregular 
war. This included the use of agent 
orange in Vietnam; carpet bomb-
ing; bombing civilian areas; the use 
of irregular forces such as Rangers 
(they still use Robert’s Rules of 
Rangering from the colonial wars 
of the 18th century); and private 
contractors.

The Indigenous population was 
suppressed and driven off their land. 
However, they have never given up 
their resistance. “Geronimo” was the 
code name used by the American 
SEALs (special forces) for Osama 
Bin Laden; anything not control-
led by the military is regarded as 
“Indian Territory.”

The wars of the 18th and 19th 
centuries are deeply embedded in 
the culture of American imperial-
ists. So are the legal rulings from 
those wars. Perhaps the most glar-
ing is the decision made in 1873 
as justifi cation for the execution of 
“Modoc Jack” (Kintpuash, a leader 
of the Modoc people of California 
and Oregon). He had killed General 
Edward Canby, and it was decided 
in the attorney-general’s “Modoc 
Prisoners Opinion” that because the 
killing was deemed so uncivilised, 
the Modocs were savages and there-
fore outside the law.

This opinion is used as justifi ca-
tion for the torture of those held in 
the Guantánamo concentration camp 
and for other crimes perpetrated by 
US armed forces. Lenin, when he 
wrote Imperialism, had not studied 
America (for obvious reasons, given 
the time at which he wrote the pam-
phlet). He does say that unless the 
“economic essence” of imperialism 
is studied “it will be impossible to 
understand and appraise modern war 
and modern politics.” I believe the 
culture, rhetoric and philosophy also 
to be worth study.
Socialist Voice 

The 
American 
way of 
war
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The concept of private property was completely alien to Indigenous Americans. After all, the Earth was alive, so how could you own it?
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I never fail to be astonished at 
how the arts, as Shakespeare put 
it, hold a mirror up to nature, 
that is, to our society and cur-
rent events. As the right wing 
anti-immigrant, anti-Muslim tide 
rises, with its ripped-from-the-
proverbial-headlines vibe, In the 
Fade (Aus dem Nichts) is a case 
in point. This German neo-Nazi 
drama written and directed by 
Turkish-German auteur Fatih 
Akin (Head On, Soul Kitchen, 
The Edge of Heaven) is extremely 
timely.

Specifi cally speaking, Fade has 
its fi lmic fi nger on the societal pulse 
not only due to the Charlottesville 
Nuremberg rally but because there’s 
currently lots of chatter about “lone 
wolf” terrorists who independently 
take matters into their own hands 
in the West. Usually these non-state 
actors are represented as admirers 
and/or adherents of jihad-inspired 
groups such as ISIS. But a trend may 
be emerging onstage and on-screen 
wherein anti-fascist individuals take 
vigilante direct action against ultra-
right extremists. This was the major 
plot point in the two-act Daytona by 
playwright Oliver Cotton, that the 
envelope-pushing Rogue Machine 
Theatre presented in its US pre-
miere last September in Los Angeles. 
Fade’s protagonist Katja Sekerci 
(Diane Kruger) follows a similar 
fateful, violent course.

Unlike Daytona, which is set 
in Florida and New York, Fade is 
a thriller that takes place in modern 
Hamburg, Germany, and Greece. 
[Note: This review may contain 
plot spoilers.] Katja’s husband 
Rocco (Rafael Santana) and son 
Nuri (Turkish-born Numan Acar, 
who has appeared in Showtime’s 
Homeland as Haissam Haqqani and 
the 2016 Armenian genocide tragedy 
The Promise) are blown up in what 
appears to be a premeditated neo-
Nazi terrorist sneak attack. Although 
fascist sympathizers André Möller 
(Ulrich Brandoff) and his wife Edda 
(Hanna Hilsdorf) are arrested and 
tried, what happens is “Exhibit A” 
of the wariness and distrust Alfred 
Hitchcock always displayed towards 
the police (and by extension the 
courts).

Because Katja and Nuri have a 
history tied to hashish – which Nuri 

was incarcerated for – and even 
“worse” in the eyes of the contem-
porary German state is of Turkish 
ancestry, much of the investigation 
into his death and the Möllers’ trial 
is a case of “blame the victims.” 
Never mind that Nuri studied busi-
ness administration behind bars and 
turned his life around after serving 
time by establishing his own legit-
imate small business: He is first 
and foremost guilty of operating 
his offi ce while Turkish. It doesn’t 
matter that Nuri paid his debt to 
society: Will the German judicial 
system convict the Aryan Möllers of 
committing a murderous hate crime 
against the Turkish Nuri and Rocco?

Confronted by the failure of the 
German capitalist state to render 
justice, Katja embarks on individu-
ally seeking vengeance for her slain 
loved ones. She’s essentially alone, 
with the exception of her dedicated 
attorney Danilo (Denis Moschitto), 
who promises to appeal the verdict. 
But instead of pursuing further legal 
recourse or joining an antifa (mili-
tant antifascist) course, like an anti-
Nazi John Wayne or Gary Cooper 
Katja decides to ride alone. Her 
Homeric odyssey for justice takes 
her, appropriately, to Ulysses’ home-
land, Greece, as she tries to track the 
Hitlerian hit man and woman down 
and, with some poetic justice, con-
front them with a dose of their own, 
as Bob Dylan put it, “mixing up the 
medicine.”

Diane Kruger is superb, portray-
ing a tortured character with her own 
“Subterranean Homesick Blues” who 
is “thinking about the government.” 
Kruger won the Best Actress Award 
at 2017’s Cannes Film Festival 
for her depiction of the anguished 
Katja. Like, say, Catherine Deneuve, 
Kruger is a European beauty who has 
crossed over the Atlantic: American 
audiences saw her in Quentin 
Tarantino’s anti-Nazi Inglourious 
Basterds. The gifted Kruger has also 
portrayed royalty, playing Marie 
Antoinette in 2012’s Farewell, My 
Queen and the title role in TV’s 
The Kellyanne Conway Story (“Let 
them eat alternative facts!”). Kruger 
also appears as a talking head in the 
documentary about another German 
actress, Bombshell: The Hedy 
Lamarr Story.

(In the Fade is Golden 

Globe-nominated for Best Foreign 
Film and I wouldn’t be surprised 
if it was likewise Oscar nominated 
and, in this woman-oriented year in 
Hollywood, if portraying an empow-
ered woman Kruger also picks up a 
Best Actress Academy Award nom-
ination. I predict she will face off 
against Meryl Streep for The Post 
but that Frances McDormand will 
win that coveted golden statuette for 
Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, 
Missouri. Remember, readers, you 
saw it here fi rst!)

Although Fade is indeed a styl-
ishly made political fi lm with impor-
tant things to say, some will likely 
deem it dubious to include graphic, 
explicit explication of the materi-
als that go into making a do-it-your-
self bomb and then demonstrating 
“mixing up the medicine.” When 
I lived in Micronesia in the 1980s, 
after television was introduced to 
the islands, I remember an astute 
Palauan observer commenting that 
police procedures actually taught 
would-be criminals in Palau tech-
niques for how to carry out and 
commit crimes.

Although Kruger delivers an 
undeniably compelling performance, 
some may also take issue with Akin’s 
script (which adapted Hark Bohm’s 
novel, inspired by a spate of actual 
neo-Nazi racist attacks in Hamburg). 
Instead of going it alone, perhaps 
Katja should have joined the heroic 
antifa militant movement and par-
ticipated in organised direct action 
against resurgent fascists. Why be a 
lone wolf when you can run with a 
pack instead?

Especially given the resurgence 
of the anti-immigrant right in today’s 
Germany, reacting against Hamburg-
born Chancellor Angela Merkel’s 
merciful policies towards refugees 
(seems like the former resident of 
the German Democratic Republic 
may have actually learned some-
thing about socialist solidarity grow-
ing up in the GDR after all).  But 
this is an ideological quibble which 
shouldn’t stop viewers of intelligent, 
well-made movies from seeing the 
thought-provoking, gripping In the 
Fade, which has moviegoers sitting 
on the edge of their seats by daring 
to dramatize important issues and big 
ideas on the big screen.
People’s World 
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Graham Harrington

The continuing struggle over Catalan 
independence raises many questions for 
socialists and the left, especially those 
in countries, such as Ireland, where the 
national question still has a prime place in 
politics.

Events in Catalunya show that independ-
ence movements are not, as idealists would 
think, concerned only with such issues as fl ags 
and the like but rather are motivated by real 
material conditions. Of course, this also means 
that there are different class interests at play. 
We shouldn’t fall prey to supporting any and 
all independence movements, as some are reac-
tionary and only serve capitalist and imperialist 
interests and not the interests of the majority of 
the people in that territory.

However, there is also a danger in simpli-
fying the struggle against capitalism and impe-
rialism into an economistic “bosses verses 
workers” analysis, which fails to take into 
account the hegemonic manifestation of cap-
italism as a political-economic system. Such 
things as language are real material things that 
are affected by political policies adopted to suit 
economic interests.

Therefore, class struggle is manifested 
within the struggle for language rights, and 
cultural and national rights, as well as the issue 

of sovereignty. Whether or not that sovereignty 
takes the form of autonomy or independence is 
a product of the conditions. In Ireland, James 
Connolly was one of the main Marxist think-
ers who contributed to this understanding of 
the national question, and this contribution is 
shown in the Connolly-Walker controversy.

Catalunya is one of the better-off regions 
controlled by the Spanish state, thanks to 
its early industrialisation. Its loss to Spain 
would mean a signifi cant dent in the state. It 
is also home to one-fi fth of cooperatives in 
the Spanish state, which reveals a latent radi-
calism and consciousness, going back to the 
famous struggles in Catalunya against the fas-
cists in the 1930s. The main party in govern-
ment is united with Madrid in its economic 
policies, which are fi ercely pro-austerity and 
anti-worker.

Youth unemployment in the Spanish 
state is at 50 percent, while in Catalunya it is 
about 40 percent – slightly less, but still very 
signifi cant.

Language is one of the pillars of the inde-
pendence movement. Madrid has paid scant 
attention to the Catalan language, which was 
heavily suppressed in the Franco era. To give 
an example, twice as many university courses 
in Catalan are available in Germany as there 
are in the Spanish state.

As a result of the infl ux of migrants to 

the industrialised Catalunya, many Castilians 
learnt the language, and today it is seen as the 
language of all resident in Catalunya, regard-
less of origin. This has contributed to the feel-
ing that the solution to Madrid’s refusal to 
actively promote the language can be found 
only if Catalunya has its own independent 
state.

The demands centred around the call for 
sovereignty began in the wake of continued 
intransigence by Madrid over giving conces-
sions to the region. It is also in the context of 
the imposed austerity measures, which have 
seen the average income of Catalans drop by 
a fi fth.

The Spanish state has been even more 
intransigent with the Basque Country, where 
the state established death squads, which mur-
dered Basque activists. Basque political move-
ments were banned if they were seen to support 
independence, which included the Basque 
Communist Party.

It is in this context that more and more 
Catalans took to the streets to call for a refer-
endum on independence. More than a million 
have taken part in the annual demonstrations, 
which have taken place every year since 2012. 
Pro-independence parties have been in a major-
ity for nearly a decade.

Clearly, the demand for Catalunya’s right 
to decide its future is a mass movement, albeit 

one with a broad character. The capitalist class 
in Catalunya, and the main right-wing par-
ties, adopted a pro-independence stance only 
after the mass movement began in the streets. 
The Catalan capitalists are still dependent on 
Madrid and are fearful of independence actual-
ly happening, preferring instead more conces-
sions. They are begging for Madrid to agree to 
negotiations before the mass movement forces 
them to declare a new independent state.

The demand for sovereignty, the right 
to decide, which was brutally repressed last 
October 1, has been replaced with a demand 
for independence. The Catalan working class 
demonstrated its strength, and support, with a 
general strike.

It should be noted that this independence 
would be in the form of a republic, as against 
the monarchy in Madrid.

The socialist understanding of such move-
ments is that the energy and momentum should 
be pushed further and employed to bring the 
struggle of the people for national-democratic 
demands to the next stage, or, to quote Lenin:

“We would be very poor revolutionaries 
if, in the proletariat’s great war of liberation 
for socialism, we did not know how to utilise 
every popular movement against every single 
disaster imperialism brings in order to intensify 
and extend the crisis.”
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