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Statement
The Communist Party of Australia condemns in the strongest 
possible terms the escalation of the Turnbull government’s 
war on workers demonstrated by the Australian Federal 
Police’s raid last week on the offi ces of the Australian 
Workers’ Union.

This provocative action has confi rmed the concerns of those in 
the trade union movement and members of the wider community 
that police state powers are being used to try and destroy the trade 
union movement in this country.

The raid follows decades of attacks on the rights of trade 
unions and is consistent with other moves to strip the rights of 
workers gained through a history of hard struggle. The objective is 
to leave workers defenceless in the face of heightened exploitation 
and increasing job losses.

The dishonesty of the government in this instance in now plain 
for the public to see. Employment Minister Michaelia Cash’s deni-
als of a tip-off to the media regarding the disturbing police opera-
tion and the baseless nature of the raid are clear. The minister must 
resign and the witch hunt against the trade union movement must 
cease.

Workers will continue to struggle to defeat this growing offen-
sive which is using the judicial arm of the state apparatus towards 
the establishment of a police state directed in the fi rst place against 
workers’ legitimate demands and interests: against their right to 
organise.

It should be recalled that the Coalition government went to a 
double dissolution election based on deceitful arguments regard-
ing the trade union movement. The CPA also calls for the dysfunc-
tional but very damaging Australian Building and Construction 
Commission to be scrapped.

The greatest unity and bold action is required to thwart this 
anti-people agenda that is being imposed on behalf of the employer 
class. In these endeavours the Communist Party of Australia pledg-
es to play its part. 

Defeat Turnbull’s 
war on workers

Celebrate the Revolution
In the coming days Communist Parties 
around the world including in Australia 
will be celebrating the 100th anniversary 
of the Great October Socialist Revolution. 
Under the leadership of the great revolu-
tionary, Vladimir Lenin, the working class 
took power. In 1917 on November 8 (our 
calendar) the Melbourne Age reported: 
“As a result of the confl ict between the 
Russian Government and the Soviets’ 
Revolutionary Committee regarding the 
control of the Petrograd military head-
quarters it is reported that the Soviet 
Committee has proclaimed itself a new 
Provisional Government.”

The news reverberated around the world, 
capitalists shaking in their shoes and workers 
expressing jubilance. The Red Flag was fl own 
from trade union halls to mark the revolution. 

The NSW Labor Council declared, “We 
rejoice in the revolution in Russia and con-
gratulate the people of that country on their 
efforts to abolish despotic power and class 
privilege, and urge the workers of other lands 
where similar conditions exist to follow their 
example with the same magnifi cent courage 
and determination”.

The federal conference of the Australian 
Labor Party congratulated the Russian people. 
The Russian revolution inspired workers to 
form communist parties. In Australia, the var-
ious socialist groupings came together to form 
a Communist Party in 1920. 

The Russian people withstood and over-
came every obstacle put in its path, including 
war, military intervention by foreign forces, 
trade embargoes and other forms of sabotage. 
They endured great hardship and sacrifi ce to 

build key infrastructure and a modern soci-
ety based on people’s needs and an end to 
exploitation.

The Soviet Union had many fi ne achieve-
ments that no capitalist country can boast of. 
These include: full employment, free univer-
sal health care services and medicines, free 
education, paid maternity leave, legalised 
abortion, equal pay and working conditions 
for women and additional state services and 
benefi ts to support mothers.

Many lessons can also be learnt from 
the experiences of the fi rst attempt to build 
a socialist state. The 100th anniversary is a 
time to refl ect on these and how best to take 
the struggle forward. No doubt the path will 
be uneven with  advances and also setbacks in 
the future.

Workers and Union members in Australia 

face an unprecedented attack on civil and 
democratic rights by the ferocious Coalition 
government. Its fascist-like legislation can 
only be defeated by a united and organised 
struggle.

On page 6 of this issue of the Guardian
there is the fi rst part of a series on Lenin’s 
seminal work, Imperialism: the Highest Stage 
of Capitalism. Although written in 1916 it still 
has great relevance to the working class strug-
gle today.

On page 7 there is the fi rst part of a series 
on the struggle in Venezuela and attempts by 
US imperialism to overthrow a popular social-
ist government. This article illustrates how 
people will never give up fi ghting for peace 
and justice and how imperialism will only 
stop when it has been resoundingly buried for 
ever. 
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Globalisation has brought about a massive restructuring of 
economies and new international divisions of labour. The glo-
bal expansion of trade in commodities was followed by growth 
of trade in services, an increase in foreign investment and the 
redistribution of components of production around the world. 
Transnational corporations in their pursuit of maximum profi ts 
have shifted operations to locations which offer such benefi ts 
as government subsidies, generous tax concessions, deregulated 
labour markets, and cheap non-unionised labour.

For example, following the signing in 1994 of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) between the US, 
Canada and Mexico, multinational companies in the US closed 
their plants and shifted across the border to Mexico where labour 
laws were weaker, labour was cheaper and environmental laws 
did not operate. Various estimates put the loss of US jobs ranging 
from 700,000 to nine million as a result of NAFTA.

Immigration has provided capital with a ready source of 
cheap labour. This has been a long-standing practice in Australia. 
Employers are increasingly seeking to import workers on a tem-
porary basis – often referred to “guest workers” – and known 
as temporary visa workers in Australia.

In Australia, where foreign workers have traditionally been 
accepted as migrants with permanent residency and the possibil-
ity of citizenship, employers have already brought in hundreds 
of thousands of workers on temporary Section 456 & 457 visas. 
They arrive in Australia with false promises of a bright future but 
in reality are used as modern-day slaves with little or no rights.

These workers, often from non-English speaking backgrounds, 
work on lower rates in fear of deportation if they speak out or 
join a trade union. During downturns in the economy they lose 
their jobs and are sent home, often without their full wages or 
other entitlements. In some cases companies instead have sacked 
local workers ahead of temporary visa workers.

At the peak of the mining boom, multinationals and politicians 
used the media to create the impression there was a shortage of 
skilled labour. The government used these claims as an excuse 
to introduce the Enterprise Migration Agreement (EMA), which 
lists Western Australia as a regional economic zone. This allowed, 
for example, the importation of some 2,000 workers for the Roy 
Hill project, in what was a pilot for this model. These workers 
toil for as little as award rates (if they are lucky), which are a 
fraction of the rate won in union agreements and being paid to 
other workers.

The Trans Pacifi c Partnership (TPP), the new agreement 
currently on hold because of the withdrawal of the Trump ad-
ministration, was negotiated between the US, Australia, Brunei, 
Chile, Malaysia, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore and Vietnam. It 
would see mainly US corporations gaining unrestricted access to 
Australian government contracts and opposing purchasing poli-
cies that protect local jobs and workers’ rights. The transnational 
corporations set to benefi t have also made public submissions 
opposing commitments to workers’ rights being in the agreement.

The export of labour sees workers from Bangladesh travelling 
to India and Dubai; Filipinos all over the world; East Europeans 
across other EU countries, Chinese workers into Singapore, 
Australia and Europe; Irish and Greek workers to Australia, 
Canada, the US and other parts of Europe. The transportation 
of workers has become a lucrative business in itself.

Temporary visa workers are used to break solidarity, pit 
worker against worker in a race to the bottom. It creates fear 
and divisions, fosters racism and xenophobia, as workers who 
lose their jobs or cannot fi nd work in one country see the foreign 
workers being brought in as “taking their jobs”. Temporary visa 
workers are not the enemy of the working class in Australia. They 
are part of the international working class and must be welcomed.

The CPA campaigns for:
• Workers and their unions to organise to ensure visa workers 

are paid the same wage rates and enjoy the same working 
conditions and other entitlements as local workers.

• All workers to join their unions and join the struggle for the 
wages and working conditions of all workers, then these corpo-
rations cannot succeed in their divisive, exploitative agenda.

• An end to all forms of racial discrimination.
• All temporary visa workers given permanent residency and 

the possibility of citizenship.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
We are dealing here with two cultures – the culture of life and 
the culture of death. The culture of death that is capitalism. 
We, the Indigenous Peoples, say it has lived well for too long: 
lived well at the cost of others.

President of Bolivia, Evo Morales, 
in his statement to the UN Climate Change Summit, Copenhagen 2009.
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hadn’t broken the law according to the Court, and two members of the Australian Greens had already 
left, having taken the principled decision to accept responsibility for their errors. All, except the Greens, 
had stayed in Parliament to exert their power or influence, regardless of their legal entitlement to do so. 
However, the ministerial decisions and parliamentary votes they’ve made since their nationalities were 
questioned can now be challenged. Facing an altered balance of power, the government may be forced 
to hold an election, which it would certainly lose. We’ll be doing our utmost to hasten that outcome, but 
we need your help, so please send us a Press Fund contribution if you possibly can. Many thanks to this 
week’s supporters, as follows:
MM $10, “Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $10, C Greer $50, B Treasure $50, Dr G Ditura $5, 
Max Hunt $20, E Seymour $5, B and K $70
This week’s total: $225 Progressive total: $5,945

Globalisation, labour and jobs

Support Support The GuardianThe Guardian  
by donating to Press Fundby donating to Press Fund

Child abuse 
redress scheme 
needs justice

The federal government’s proposed redress scheme 
for survivors of institutional child abuse will be wel-
comed by the community, however it needs improve-
ment to provide justice for all people affected, 
according to the Australian Lawyers Alliance (ALA).

The Turnbull government’s $4 billion redress 
scheme, introduced to parliament last month, will offer 
survivors of institutional child sex abuse personal apolo-
gies and up to $150,000 compensation. ALA national 
president Laura Neil applauded the establishment of the 
scheme but said in its current form it would not provide 
much-needed justice to all child abuse survivors.

“The Australian Lawyers Alliance applauds the 
introduction of this redress scheme, which the Royal 
Commission said was an essential part of any national 
response to the issue,” Neil said.

“This scheme will provide recognition, apologies and 
justice for many people who suffered the consequences 
of being subject to child abuse while in institutional care, 
which in many cases occurred decades ago.

“However, elements of the proposal need to be clari-
fi ed. For example, it is unclear who will be able to access 
much-needed legal advice under the scheme. While 
some reports say that vouchers will be available for legal 
advice for those making a claim, this is not actually men-
tioned in the Bill.”

The ALA says the Bill itself only references access 
to legal advice after an offer is made. This arrangement 
is not suffi cient and will mean that applicants will be 
under-compensated if they are deprived access to support 
in making their claims. It will also lead to ineffi ciencies 
in the scheme, if applicants are submitting claims with-
out having the benefi t of legal advice, then withdrawing 
and resubmitting.

Applicants also need a guarantee that they will have 
access to the lawyer of their choice prior to lodging the 
application, especially as they will only be allowed to 
lodge one application. The right to appeal will also need 
to be clearly provided for.

Neil said the proposal to exclude sex offenders and 
those convicted of serious crimes from accessing the 
scheme was worrying.

“The reported plan to exclude sex offenders and 

people convicted of serious crimes from the scheme, 
even if they are survivors of child sexual abuse, is a cause 
for serious concern.

“For many of these people, the sexual abuse they 
suffered as children will have contributed to the crimi-
nal activity they later embarked on, especially for those 
sentenced for drug offences. Time and again the Royal 
Commission heard evidence from survivors of child 
abuse who said that they were driven to drug and alco-
hol misuse as a means to block out the abuse that they 
suffered.

A blanket ban on sex offenders will also exclude 
people who have engaged in low level offending, Neil 
noted. “For example, a relationship between a 15 and 
17 year old, which becomes a crime once the older party 
turns 18, will exclude the offender even if they had previ-
ously experienced institutional child abuse.”

Neil also said the scheme in its current form would 
ignore survivors of physical or psychological abuse and 
neglect if their abuse did not include a sexual element. It 
would also exclude survivors who were abused after the 
scheme commenced.

“We have consistently argued for the inclusion of 
physical abuse in any redress scheme on the grounds of 
fairness,” Mrs Neil said. “There will be many survivors 
of horrifi c physical abuse who are excluded from justice, 
while others who have suffered less severe sexual abuse 
will be included in the scheme.

“The proposal to only provide redress for survivors 
who were abused prior to commencement of the scheme 
is also problematic,” Neil said.

“In addition, the scheme proposes to stop accept-
ing claims 10 years after it begins operation. The Royal 
Commission found that the average time that it takes for 
survivors to be in a position to make a claim is about 22 
years after the abuse occurred. This will unfairly exclude 
many from redress.”

Neil also said the maximum pay-out fi gure for the 
scheme was way too low. She said the scheme should 
consider a maximum fi gure nearer to that featured in the 
Irish model, which had a maximum pay-out of €300,000, 
which could be exceeded in some circumstances (equiva-
lent to approximately $465,210). 
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From the archives  The Socialist, October 1980

Disgust and concern over 
fracking inquiry
Liina Flynn

Mudburra/Garawa custodian 
Eleanor Dixon believes no one is 
listening to Aboriginal people’s 
voices at a Northern Territory 
inquiry into the controversial 
mining practice of hydraulic 
fracturing (fracking), where toxic 
chemicals are blasted into rock 
seams to fracture rock and release 
gas.

Dixon told the Koori Mail a 
consultant supposed to be running 
a community social impact meet-
ing for the inquiry told residents that 
fracking was inevitable and the com-
munity needed to prepare for it and 
to consider asking for benefi ts such 
as community housing.

In September last year the NT 
government declared a tempo-
rary moratorium on fracking. In 
December it set up an inquiry to 
investigate the environmental, social 
and economic risks and impacts of 
fracking, chaired by Justice Rachel 
Pepper.

The inquiry has been holding a 
series of meetings in remote areas, 
but some traditional owners are wor-
ried about the behaviour of the con-
sulting group employed to conduct 
social impact assessments.

Dixon said the social impact 
consultations so far had been 
“disgusting”.

She attended a community 
consultation meeting in Elliott in 
August and said it felt like an “unfair 
conversation”.

“We didn’t get to chance to talk 
and say what we wanted to say,” she 
said. “We wanted to talk about the 
risks and concerns of gas mining, but 
the consultant did most of the talking 
and pushed us to think about ways 
for us to use it for our benefi t

“Our number-one priority was 
about risks to land, environment and 
people, and that hasn’t been heard 
throughout conversation.”

Recorded
Dixon said she recorded a 

36-minute conversation in Elliott 
with the lead consultant from Cross 
Cultural Consulting (CCC), Jason 
Elsegood, because she didn’t trust 
that the consultants would accurately 
report community concerns.

“I submitted the recording to the 
judge in charge of the inquiry after 
the Elliott meeting and she said she’d 
listen to it and get back to me about 
it,” she said. “When she didn’t get 
back to me, we gave the recording 
to the ABC and they reported on it.

“I feel like no one is listening to 
us, not even the inquiry panel.”

The inquiry panel finally 
responded on October 7, after the 
ABC report was broadcast. In the. 
response, Justice Pepper reported 
“profound dismay and concern” over 
the comments made by CCC and 
rejected the comments saying the 
“opinions and comments expressed 
by that person in no way refl ect the 
views of the Inquiry”.

Originally, the inquiry engaged 
consulting company Coffey to run 
the community consultations. Coffey 
subcontracted the social impact 
assessment work to CCC.

The inquiry reported it had 
requested that Coffey review the 
work of CCC – which could delay 
the completion of the social impact 
assessment report – but said “the 
inquiry is nevertheless progressing 
the draft fi nal report for release in 
early November, with the fi nal report 
to be completed by the end of 2017”.

Territory Frack-Free Alliance 
spokesperson Lauren Mellor said she 
had spoken to CCC before its con-
sultants went into the remote com-
munities to see if they had a set list 
of questions for residents.

“They said they didn’t have 
any,” Mellor said. “Without a clearly 
defi ned consultation model, there’s 
no way they can measure opinions 

and be held accountable for a fair 
consultation process.”

Mellor said the whole process 
was rushed. 

“The consultants had 10 days to 
cover a lot of remote communities 
and didn’t even have time to organ-
ise permits to enter some,” she said. 
“A number of other communities 
including Borroloola, Ngukurr and 
Mataranka have also made records 
and complaints.”

Some of the complaints included 
that consultants had not explained 
gas field development scenarios, 
including the number of gas wells 
planned, or possible social risks 
from increased industrial and mining 
activity on remote communities.

Mellor also said the Ngukurr 
News had reported Coffey consult-
ants “gave no warning before they 
came, used the majority of the con-
sultation to provide personal opin-
ions and failed to ask respondents 
their attitudes to fracking”.

The Territory Frack-Free 
Alliance is now calling for the 
inquiry to restore trust and integri-
ty to the process and cancel Coffey’s 

contract, re-tender the work and re-
design the consultation process,” she 
said.

Questions 
In answer to questions sent by 

the Koori Mail, NT Chief Minister 
Michael Gunner’s offi ce said “an 
open and transparent approach is 
needed into the genuine environ-
mental concerns held by many 
Territorians”.

“At the end of that inquiry 
we will either ban tracking in the 
Northern Territory or allow it in 
highly regulated circumstances in 
tightly prescribed areas. We will 
put the Territory fi rst and make the 
best decision for the Territory – and 
we will not put at risk existing fi sh-
ing, farming, tourism and cattle 
jobs for the possibility of jobs from 
fracking.”

Dixon has recently been arrang-
ing rallies and strategy meetings of 
a coalition of Aboriginal groups. “I 
knew I had to call together the dif-
ferent language groups for a rally 
in Elliott and to talk about the risk 
of contaminating the underground 

water system and the songlines that 
connect us all,” she said. 

The community of Elliott is situ-
ated within the Beetaloo sub-basin 
– an area spanning about one-third 
of the NT – which has been widely 
targeted for gas fi eld development 
by Australia’s largest gas companies 
including Origin Energy and Santos. 

People from communities in the 
area are concerned that fracking will 
deplete the semi-arid region’s under-
ground water supplies and spread 
chemical contaminants during wet 
season fl oods.

At the Elliott rally, Ms Dixon 
called for the NT government to 
put a permanent ban on fracking 
gas fi elds despite pressure from the 
Federal government to abandon its 
fracking moratorium and inquiry.

“There are plans for thousands of 
fracked gas wells to be drilled across 
our homelands, and through our 
underground water,” she said. “This 
would risk everything we value here 
in one short-sighted and greedy 
move by the fracking companies.”
Koori Mail 
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Maritime Union of Australia national secre-
tary Paddy Crumlin has joined the chorus 
of criticism of raids by the Australian 
Federal police on Australian Workers’ 
union offi ces in Sydney and Melbourne last 
week, saying the Turnbull government has 
“lost the plot”.

The AFP executed search warrants in 
Melbourne and Sydney in support of the 
Registered Organisations Commission (ROC), 
which has been investigating donations made 
a decade ago to progressive campaign outfi t 
GetUp.

Employment Minister Michaelia Cash 
referred the GetUp donations to the ROC, 
having said under parliamentary privilege 
that Bill Shorten – current ALP leader and 
former AWU secretary – had “serious ques-
tions to answer in relation to the $100,000 
donation” to GetUp when he was the union’s 
national secretary and a GetUp board 
member.

“What happened next door at the AWU 
shows how the government has lost the plot,” 
Crumlin said today. “To attack GetUp! – they 
are mainstream and progressive like the rest 
of us.

“The media was outside, it’s clear that they 
were tipped off.

Senator Nick Xenophon has called for an 
independent inquiry to establish who tipped off 
the media prior to the AFP raids.

Senator Xenophon, who supported 
the legislation establishing the Registered 
Organisations Commission (ROC), said the 
very credibility and integrity of the ROC was 
at stake here.

“The public deserve to know how and why 
the media were tipped off about these raids. 

The tip-off compromises the integrity of the 
entire process,” he said.

“The rule of law is being turned into a far-
cical sideshow with tip-offs like this. It drags 
the AFP and ROC into a highly partisan and 
toxic environment.”

AWU national secretary Dan Walton said 
the AWU had nothing to hide.

“This isn’t a question of whether or not the 
donation was made,” he said.

“This is a question of whether or not we 
fi lled in the paperwork correctly. And we ended 
up with 32 AFP police offi cers barging down 
the door.”

Walton branded the raids “an extraordinary 
abuse of police resources” and smear attempt.

“I’m quite comfortable to stand up here 
today to be able to say every thing was above 
board,” he said.

ACTU secretary Sally McManus criti-
cised the nakedly political use of the AFP in 
the action against working people and their 
representatives.

“Using the police in such a way, while 
refusing to do anything to prevent money laun-
dering by terrorists and drug dealers by the big 
banks, demonstrates the government’s appall-
ing priorities,” McManus said.

“This is the sort of action you would expect 
to see by an authoritarian dictator, and it has no 
place in Australia – all Australians should be 
disgusted.

“Malcolm Turnbull’s grubby political tac-
tics and abuse of power to attack those who 
oppose his anti-worker policies is a new low.”

GetUp put out a statement condemned the 
strong-arm tactics of the Turnbull government.

“How a 12-year-old, very public donation 
to GetUp could lead to dramatic raids raises 

concerning questions,” the statement said. 
“This evening’s raids were about union rules 
and part of an investigation undertaken by the 
Registered Organisations Commission.

“GetUp has previously acknowledged 
receipt of a donation of $100,000 in the 
2005-2006 fi nancial year from the Australian 
Workers’ Union. GetUp handled that dona-
tion appropriately, and there is no suggestion 
otherwise.

“GetUp’s decision not to declare as an 
associated entity with the Australian Electoral 
Commission has nothing to do with this 

Registered Organisations Commission inves-
tigation of the AWU’s authorisation of its 
donations.

“They are entirely separate matters handled 
by separate agencies.”

GetUp national director Paul Oosting said 
the raids were yet another example of the fed-
eral government’s crackdown on organisations, 
experts and the community who are standing 
up for everyday Australians.

“This is part of a pattern from this govern-
ment trying to silence its critics or anyone who 
challenges it.” 

An enemy of ABC/SBS
The Community and Public 
Sector Union (CPSU) has urged 
federal MPs and Senators to 
reject legislation Communications 
Minister Mitch Fifi eld is push-
ing to undermine the independ-
ence and integrity of Australia’s 
national broadcasters ABC and 
SBS.

Minister Fifi eld has introduced 
legislation to Parliament which 
would make entirely unnecessary 
amendments to the ABC Charter 
around regional media coverage and 
fair and balanced news reporting.

Senator Fifi eld also continues to 

demand that ABC and SBS disclose 
the salaries of senior staff and has 
reaffi rmed concerning plans for his 
department to conduct an inquiry 
into the ABC and SBS’s competi-
tive neutrality.

CPSU’s ABC Section secretary 
Sinddy Ealy said: “These pieces 
of legislation are a fresh reminder 
that Minister Mitch Fifi eld and the 
Turnbull government are not to 
be trusted with Australia’s public 
broadcasting future. The changes 
being pushed here are designed 
to undermine the ABC and SBS, 
because that’s what One Nation 

and the commercial media outlets 
want.

“Independent inquiry after inde-
pendent inquiry has established 
that ABC reporting is impartial and 
unbiased. Yet a tiny group of self-
interested people continue to peddle 
the notion that they are somehow 
not being given enough air time on 
the ABC. The real purpose of this 
legislation is to give these people 
another stick to beat the ABC over 
the head with.”

The CPSU says it welcomes 
the support that’s already been 
shown in Parliament, with the ALP 

and crossbenchers Jacqui Lambie, 
Derryn Hinch, Lucy Gichuhi and 
the Nick Xenophon Team support-
ing an Australian Greens motion in 
support of the ABC and SBS and 
making it clear they would not sup-
port the Turnbull government’s pro-
posed changes.

“There’s no excuse for the 
Turnbull government’s barely veiled 
hostility towards our national broad-
casters,” said Ealy. “Minister Fifi eld 
continues to try to characterise these 
changes hatched by One Nation 
and failing commercial media out-
lets as sensible. It is disgraceful the 

Minister entrusted with protecting 
and enhancing Australia’s national 
broadcasters is instead using them 
as bargaining chips.”

The union points out that 
the current legislation is not the 
Turnbull government’s fi rst attack 
on our national broadcasters. Harsh 
cuts have slashed hundreds of jobs 
in recent years, but hard-working 
staff at the ABC and SBS are con-
tinuing their critical work providing 
quality news and other program-
ming for all Australians. 

An abuse of power

Higher education funding cuts
The National Tertiary Education 
Union (NTEU) is calling upon the 
Minister for Education and Training, 
Senator Simon Birmingham, to aban-
don his higher education funding cuts 
following last month’s announcement 
by Nick Xenophon Team (NXT) 
education spokesperson, Rebekha 
Sharkie, ruling out support for key 
elements of the government’s plans, 
including cuts to the Commonwealth 
Grants Scheme, increases in student 
fees and lowering the repayment 
threshold on HELP debts.

“It is critical that Senator 
Birmingham ends the uncertainty around 
higher education funding by acknowl-
edging that he does not have support for 
his so-called reforms in the Senate, with 
NXT now joining the ALP, the Greens 
and other Senators in opposition,” said 
NTEU national president, Jeannie Rea.

“The Minister needs to publicly 
state that the government is abandoning 
its current policies and is withdrawing 
its legislation from Parliament, so that 
universities, their staff and current and 
future students can make informed deci-
sions about their futures.

“It would be highly irresponsible for 
the Minister to claim that his reforms 
remain government policy with an 
expectation that he will be able to garner 
enough support to get the necessary leg-
islation through the Senate. We cannot 
afford another protracted period where 
unlegislated (zombie) policy measures 
remain on the Senate notice paper with 
no prospect of ever being passed.”

The consequences of doing so 
could mean another period where the 
Department of Education and Training 
withholds university funding, not on the 
basis of legislated policy, but because 

cuts to public investment in our univer-
sities remains the government’s intended 
policy.

“NTEU agrees with the NXT’s call 
for a review of post-secondary education 
that focuses upon both higher education 
and Vocational Education and Training.

“We also note that with the Labour 
Party forming government in New 
Zealand, tuition fee free higher edu-
cation is no longer just a feature of 
European countries, but now on a gov-
ernment policy agenda in our region.

“It is time for Australian politicians 
to stop looking at how cheaply they can 
fund education, and instead prioritise 
what matters over tax breaks and hand-
outs to wealthy corporations,” conclud-
ed Rea. 
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The government-owned National 
Broadband Network Company (NBN Co) 
was intended to provide nationwide super-
fast internet connections. But it’s now in 
crisis because of government decisions, 
especially the former Howard govern-
ment’s decision to fully privatise Telstra, 
the nation’s publicly-owned telecommuni-
cations organisation.

The cost of installing the NBN cable infra-
structure has rocketed far above the Rudd gov-
ernment’s original estimates, and there’s an 
enormous backlog of complaints from users 
about internet access and speed.

A recent ABC Four Corners program 
revealed that NBN customers are receiving 
internet speeds far lower than people in New 
Zealand, where a government-installed broad-
band network is now providing typical down-
load speeds of 100 megabits per second.

The NBN Co CEO, Bill Morrow, has indi-
cated that the company may have to request 
special funding to complete the project, or may 
ask the government to write off $29.5 billion 
from the debt.

The source of the problem
NBN’s economic burden originated in 

the privatisation of the nation’s telecommu-
nications cable infrastructure. If Telstra had 
remained in public ownership the new fi bre-
optic NBN cables could have been installed 
with maximum effi ciency, direct to each prop-
erty, by Telstra’s highly-trained employees, 
threading the cables through the organisation’s 
vast network of subterranean tunnels and ducts. 
Instead, the NBN Co must now pay privately-
owned Telstra about $1,000 for each property 
connected to the Broadband network.

In contrast, while the New Zealand govern-
ment privatised the retail arm of its telecom-
munications organisation, the infrastructure 
remained under government control and a 
Broadband network is now being introduced 
with great effi ciency, minimum cost and excel-
lent results, using fi bre to the premises (FTTP) 
connections.

After Telstra was privatised, its CEO Sol 
Trujillo wanted to install a fi bre-to-the-node 
(FTTN) network serving only 50 percent of the 
population, and to have a regulatory-guaran-
teed monthly subscription rate of $95.

The Rudd government subsequently decid-
ed to introduce a national broadband network. 
Installation of the new fi bre cables was to be 
managed by the profi t-driven NBN Co. Access 
and data installation (CVC) charges would 
generate $5 billion per annum by 2020, and 
the NBN Co would be sold off fi ve years after 
the 2018 anticipated completion date.

Private firms were not involved. They 
would have given preference to installation of 

the network in densely-populated urban areas, 
where profi ts are greater than in regional areas. 
The government did not prepare a cost-bene-
fi t analysis, just a preliminary implementation 
study. It assumed that the high costs of install-
ing cables in regional areas would be offset by 
effi ciencies in densely-populated urban areas, 
but costs began to soar immediately.

Bad decisions and 
corruption

When Labor lost the 2013 election, 
Communications Minister Malcolm Turnbull 
sacked the NBN Co board and attacked Labor 
for extravagance, announcing that as a cost-
savings measure most of the fi bre cables would 
terminate at “node” installations in the street, 
with existing copper phone cables making the 
fi nal node-to-premises connection.

Rumours persist that this decision was 
made to placate media magnate Rupert 
Murdoch, who bitterly opposed the “fi bre to 
the door” policy.

The decision had appalling consequenc-
es. Internet speed is inversely proportional to 
the length of the copper cable from node to 
premises. The longer the cable, the slower the 
operating speed, and the use of copper connec-
tions has resulted in thousands of complaints 
about unreliability and slow speeds. Virtually 
all the complaints concern copper connections 
or delays in installation.

Customers have no say as to whether 
they’ll receive copper or fi bre connections. It’s 

a bizarre technological lottery. For example, all 
the houses on one side of a street in Dubbo in 
NSW have ended up with copper connections; 
those on the other side got fi bre.

Many of the problems arise from compet-
ing commercial interests. The internet serv-
ice providers manage the fi nal connections to 
premises. To get the business, they must pay an 
access charge for broadband bandwidth.

Naturally, the NBN Co wants to maximise 
the charge, while the service providers want to 
pay as little as possible and load up their band-
widths with as many customers as they can get 
away with.

The result is internet congestion and long 
delays in peak hour internet connections. In the 
Four Corners program one NBN customer in 
Brisbane showed it was quicker to take a USB, 
copy of a fi le and transport it across a city to 
the recipient by car, rather than waiting for a 
broadband internet download.

Internet service providers allocate respon-
sibility for the installation of NBN cables to 
subcontracting fi rms. However, there are long 
delays in completing work, and the qualifi ca-
tions of some subcontractors are highly ques-
tionable. The Four Corners team was told of 
one technician who tried to connect separate 
fi bre strands with a copper cable.

Which way to go? 
Minister for Communications Mitch Fifi eld 

says the current NBN project will become the 
envy of the world and most customers are 
happy to maintain FTTN connections rather 

than pay extra fees for fi bre to the premises. 
Bill Morrow says 12.5 megabits per second is 
OK for most people. But few FTTN customers 
are getting value for money and most are seeth-
ing over the deal.

The situation in not in the national inter-
est. The private owners of Telstra have made a 
fortune from the organisation, and they’re now 
intent on screwing the taxpayer for the rent 
of fi bre cable space in tunnels and ducts that 
should never have been privatised.

In order for Australia to gain a world class 
broadband system, the government will even-
tually have to eliminate the FTTN connec-
tions and provide full fi bre connections to all 
premises.

The NBN Co is scheduled for sale in 2023. 
But Telstra should never have been privatised, 
nor should the national broadband network, 
which is crucial to the social and economic life 
of the nation.

Rather than paying a king’s ransom to 
the private sector every year, the government 
should nationalise the entire telecommunica-
tions system and ensure its development by 
taking full advantage of new technological 
innovations.

But, of course, it won’t. The self-appointed 
task of conservative governments is to serve 
the interests of the major corporations; that’s 
why Telstra was privatised in the fi rst place. 
Taking on big capital will only be tackled by 
a progressive coalition of political forces, in 
which the Communist Party plays a major role. 
That’s the way to go. 

Australia

NBN under 
privatisation burden

Deliberate, callous, calculated
Hundreds of Manus Island people 
have signed a petition opposing 
the forced relocation of the men 
in the Manus detention centre 
and calling for the Australian 
government to take all the asylum 
seekers and refugees back to 
Australia.

The petition was presented 
(October 31) at the end of a march 
to Manus Provisional Government 
Offi ce in Lorengau.

Meanwhile, the Australian 
government has stepped up the 
pressure on the refugees in the 
detention centre, as they ordered 
that water be drained from 
three water tanks at the Foxtrot 
compound.

Food is now only being pro-
vided in food packs until October 

31 (as of writing) and a notice in 
the detention centre says that all 
service personnel will be with-
drawn from the detention centre on 
October 31.

As tensions over the closure 
rise, some locals have pledged 
to provide food and water to the 
detention centre after the clo-
sure date. At one meeting, locals 
declared that they would block 
the road to prevent buses taking 
asylum seekers to the new Hillside 
Haus location.

Mental health crisis
The rising fear inside the deten-

tion centre is taking its toll on the 
detainees. While some locals have 
offered support, others have come 
to the detention fences threatening 

the refugees inside. With some 
fences removed and other sections 
damaged in a recent storm, there 
are fears that locals could access 
the centre as they did in February 
2014, when Reza Barati was killed.

The fear has also exacerbat-
ed the mental health crisis on the 
island, and the concern that there 
will be no mental health care avail-
able on the island after the with-
drawal of medical services from 
the detention centre.

Another detainee suffered a 
complete mental breakdown and 
was taken into secure care by 
IHMS (International Health and 
Medical Service) on October 28. 
But the government says IHMS is 
being withdrawn, along with all 
other services,e on 31 October. 

There is no provision for ensuring 
on-going medications for the over 
600 people, let alone care for acute 
cases.

Legal action
Documents have been fi led 

in the PNG Supreme Court in an 
attempt to get an injunction to stop 
the closure of the detention centre 
and any forced relocation, along 
with orders for the full restoration 
of accommodation, food, water, 
medical, sanitation and other serv-
ices to the people being held by the 
Australian government, to ensure 
the basics of life as well as the pro-
tection of their human rights.

It is clear from statements 
made by the PNG Immigration 
Minister that the humanitarian 

disaster on Manus is being driven 
by the Australian government. It is 
Australia who has effective control 
of the detention centre.

In a statement, the Refugee 
Action Coalition points out that 
detention on Manus has been a 
humanitarian disaster for the last 
four years: there are surely few 
precedents for the government to 
have such deliberate, callous and 
calculated disregard for the safety 
of people supposedly in their care.

“The government must act 
immediately to stop the closure of 
the centre and the forced relocation 
of asylum seekers and refugees on 
Manus. The government must act 
to bring them here.” 
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I recently attended an interna-
tional peace conference con-
vened by the government of the 
Bolivarian Socialist Republic 
of Venezuela. The “Sodomos 
Venezuelos” (We are All 
Venezuelans) convention was held 
over four days (September 16-19) 
in Caracas, the Venezuelan capi-
tal. Present were delegates from 
more than 60 countries, as well 
as many Venezuelans helping host 
the event.

As well as attending the confer-
ence and events organised around it, 
participants also had the opportunity 
to witness life in the streets and inter-
act personally with the Venezuelan 
people – not only those associated 
with hosting the conference, but also 
those we met more generally.

We found our own perceptions 
being challenged constantly as we 
were drawn into making a more 
complete and comprehensive under-
standing of the revolution and a soci-
ety in fl ux.

The aim of the conference was 
to promote solidarity between the 
Venezuelan people and all people 
and movements around the world, 
who fi nd themselves in a struggle 
with imperialism wherever it feels 
the planet-wide monopoly of its 
class “entitlement” to exploit human-
ity and nature is challenged by any 
expression of national independence, 
popular autonomy, or resistance. 
Venezuela’s Bolivarian revolution is 
just such a challenge and offers just 
such a resistance.

At its end the conference 
declared: “We, the representatives of 
political, social, religious and trade 
union organisations and the per-
sonalities and intellectuals from 60 
countries of the world (who) have 
gathered in Caracas ... fi rmly sup-
port the people and government of 
Venezuela in the face of the attacks 
by US imperialism, which every day 
aggravate its destabilising actions 
against the Bolivarian Homeland.”

For those who were at the con-
ference our great gains were:
• meeting with the wonderful 

Venezuelan people;
• being immersed for at least a 

few days within a living social 
revolutionary process;

• connecting with people from 
around the world committed to 
change and the need to resist 
imperialism to build people’s 
power; and

• coming to see that building 
solidarity with the Venezuelan 
people’s revolution also helps 
build our own movements in what 
is after all, a global class war, with 
many shared allies and foes.

This is of particular relevance 
to the Venezuelan people and their 
Socialist Unity government because 
at every turn the forces of the US 
state – directly and working with 
Venezuela’s comprador and oligar-
chic forces – have striven to dis-
rupt this process of deep social 
transformation.

Not only have Venezuela’s bour-
geoisie, backed or directed by the 
United States – undertaken ongoing 
economic sabotage, it has provoked 
social disorder a number of times – 
using the now standardised colour 
revolution template – to give the US 
the pretext to intervene militarily and 
impose control on a country that, on 

one hand, possibly has the greatest 
remaining oil and gas reserves on 
the planet, as well as great mineral 
wealth, but on the other, in its audac-
ity, has consciously set out, in the 
course of its own liberation, to offer 
a pathway for revolution that others 
may wish to follow.

These attempts to sabotage the 
revolution have so far failed. This 
includes the recent “uprising of the 
rich and spoiled” who orchestrated 
their revolt through the global cor-
porate-state media, to maximise 
damage to Venezuela’s international 
reputation.

However, the media generat-
ed images of a Caracas that looked 
like a war zone belie the reality –
of provocations largely confi ned to 
wealthier parts of the city. To quote a 
researcher residing in Caracas: 

“The main thing I’d like to 
emphasise about daily life in Caracas 
is that indeed people are carrying on. 
Markets are bustling, children are 
playing in the streets, cultural activi-
ties are happening, etc. There is a 
major disconnect between this reality 
and what’s presented in the news ...”

These failed efforts at restora-
tion of the old order seem, so far at 
least, to have actually strengthened 
the Venezuelan people’s commit-
ment to their revolution, as the recent 
regional elections demonstrate, 
which delivered governorships to the 
PSUV in 18 of Venezuela’s 23 states. 
As stated by an international election 
observer:

“What makes this electoral 
victory so impressive is it comes 
amidst a devastating economic war 
... Sunday proved a united, con-
scious people can overcome all 
odds. Despite ruthless attempts by 
self-anointed global tyrants to strip 
Venezuela of any buying power, 
reduce it to hunger and pauperism, 
provoke massacres and mass migra-
tion, the Venezuelan people stood 
up and triumphed.”

As is usually the case when it 
loses, the opposition has refused to 
recognise these election results and 
called for further protests. They now 
argue that “foreign pressure” is their 
“only real hope of hurting Maduro” 
ahead of the 2018 presidential elec-
tions. The US has obliged by vowing 
to “bring the full weight of American 
economic and diplomatic power to 

bear in support of the Venezuelan 
people as they seek to restore their 
democracy.”

Since Chávez and the 
Bolivarians fi rst came to offi ce in 
1998 the Venezuelan people have 
repeatedly voted Chávistas into 
offi ce at national, regional and local 
level. Most crucially, they have 
continuously placed Chávistas in 
Venezuela’s executive office, the 
Presidency. Along with their control 
of the army this has effectively given 
the Bolivarians commanding control 
of the state – enabling the revolution 
to deepen, with the government able 
to roll out programs that advantage 
and empower the working class and 
other oppressed and dispossessed 
layers. This, in turn has reinforced 
their support of the Socialist Unity 
government.

So the Sodomos Venezuelos con-
ference was very much a step by the 
Venezuelans to counter these oligar-
chic and imperialist predations – by 
raising the profile of Venezuela’s 
own revolution internationally and 
strengthening its ties with progres-
sive forces from many nations; and 
by showing the Venezuelan people 
themselves that the world was 
watching and supported their strug-
gle, even as the “global”, US-aligned 
forces opposed to the Venezuelan 
people’s revolution tried their best by 
economic subversion and a resort to 
violence to misrepresent, malign and 
deny its many achievements.

Initial impressions 
and background

It is a swift freeway trip from 
Simon Bolivar International airport, 
on the northern coast of Venezuela, 
to the Caracas city centre, via a 
tunnel through the mountain range 
that separates them.

Caracas is a bustling, crowd-
ed and vast city. While the great-
er Caracas metropolitan area has a 
population of 5.3 million, compara-
ble with Sydney’s 5 million, it is in 
about a third of the area. It is also 
part of a string of cities stretching 
over 500 kilometres (a little less than 
the distance between Sydney and 
Albury) whose combined popula-
tions approach 15 million people.

Venezuela’s population is about 
32 million compared with Australia’s 

24.5 million. On the other hand 
Venezuela’s land area is a little larger 
than South Australia’s.

Both Venezuela and Australia 
are highly urbanised – about 90 per-
cent – and both also have large tracts 
of country virtually uninhabited. In 
Australia though it is largely arid, 
while in Venezuela it ranges from 
Amazonian jungle, to snow-capped 
Andean peaks, to some boutique-
sized deserts.

Both economies’ exports are 
concentrated in primary industry sec-
tors – in Venezuela’s case oil makes 
up to 90 percent of exports, while 
in Australia close to 70 percent of 
exports are primary based commodi-
ties, about 50 percent minerals and 
20 percent agricultural. This largely 
refl ects the colonial and neo-colonial 
status of both countries historically.

Caracas, as the capital, has many 
impressive public buildings and the 
city centre is a focus for the nation’s 
museums, theatres and major educa-
tional facilities as well as other built 
heritage that refl ects nearly fi ve cen-
turies of European occupation and 
infl uence.

My fi rst impression was of how 
young the people of Caracas are. 
Comparison with Australian demo-
graphic figures confirms this: the 
median age of Venezuelans is cur-
rently 27.7 years, while Australia’s 
is 37.5 years; less than 6% of 
Venezuelans are 65 years of age or 
older, while in Australia nearly 17% 
are. 

This means half of Venezuela’s 
population was 10 years of age or 
less when Hugo Chávez fi rst came 
to offi ce, setting in play a period 
of immense transformation – the 
Bolivarian revolution. A whole gen-
eration has been born into and expe-
rienced a life intensely politicised 
social and economic change.

Over this time the Venezuelan 
people have maintained a govern-
ment that has rolled out greatly 
needed and widely supported social 
programs – for housing, health and 
education, that has made laws to shift 
power – its management and con-
trol – deeper into communities and 
workplaces. In the course of achiev-
ing these outcomes, the people have 
witnessed and participated in power 
struggles that have directly affected 
their future.

Their failed attempts to over-
throw a popularly supported govern-
ment has exposed the reactionary, 
oligarchic imperialist cliques for 
what they are. This has, so far 
steeled the resolve of the mass of 
Venezuelans to defend, maintain 
and deepen the revolution and keep 
control of the state that is working 
for them through those they place 
there.

In Venezuela millions of peo-
ple’s lives are changing; worldwide, 
hundreds of millions of people are 
watching, inspired by the revolu-
tion’s successful struggle against 
the vested interests that have tried 
to block it – vested interests remark-
ably similar those blocking progress 
in their own countries – and con-
sidering how they too, can adapt or 
extend this model of progressive 
change into their theatre of struggle.

This is what makes the 
Bolivarian revolution such a bell-
wether in this era of planet-wide 
transition from capitalism to social-
ism, a transition now in its hundredth 
year, as measured from the Great 
October Revolution.

In Venezuela we have a revolu-
tion that has now been “on the burn” 
for the best part of two decades, 
that is still developing, and which 
remains under a government that the 
mass of the Venezuelan people still 
regard as “their truest voice” and the 
protector of the material and spiritu-
al gains they have already made. In 
their communities and workplaces 
they have a steadily growing sense of 
their own power and on the ground, 
they are aware that possibilities are 
opening up if they continue to work 
for them.

At the moment the major emerg-
ing issue is to make the “turn to pro-
ductivity” that can create a modern, 
productive economy that best serves 
the people’s needs. This needs to 
both confront the resistance the oli-
garchic forces are still exercising 
through their command of “com-
manding” and strategic sectors of 
the economy and to develop the 
potential of a cooperatively man-
aged economy, organised through 
and under the protection of a social-
ist, that is, workers’ controlled state.
Next week: the achievements and 
dilemmas of Venezuela’s Bolivarian 
revolution. 

Impressions of Venezuela’s 
Bolivarian Revolution

Wayne Sonter reports back from Venezuela, at the MUA Building, Sydney, October 21. Organised by the CPA Sydney District Committee.
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Lenin studied the new political, economic 
and social phenomena that had emerged 
and were still developing in capitalist socie-
ties since the death of Marx and Engels. In 
doing so he laid the basis for revolutionary 
struggle, in particular, the Great October 
Socialist Revolution in 1917.

Imperialism, the Highest Stage of 
Capitalism is one of the most widely read and 
important of the classics written by Lenin. It is 
a tribute to the brilliance of Lenin’s ability to 
research, analyse, understand and draw con-
clusions about the world around him, and in 
particular to apply the science of Marxism to 
change.

Since the time of Lenin there have been 
considerable and rapid changes, many of which 
would have been the realm of science fi ction at 
the time of Lenin. These developments require 
study and analysis, and to ask whether the 
essence of imperialism as defi ned by Lenin in 
Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism
remains valid today. There are certainly some 
on the left who do not believe so.

Imperialism, the Highest Stage of 
Capitalism refers to a new epoch, imperialism, 
which Lenin describes as the highest stage of 
development of capitalism.

Thus, the fi rst question to ask is if 100 
years on we are still living under capitalism, 
and the answer is surely “yes”.

The fundamental characteristics of capital-
ism still apply. Workers sell their labour power, 
the means of production or delivery of services 
are privately owned and appropriated. Workers 
are still exploited – are not paid the full value 
of their labour power resulting in the creation 
of surplus value (profi ts).

The forms that this exploitation takes and 
the many guises that capitalism has developed 
to cover up this process and the class nature of 
society have changed but in essence it is still 
capitalism.

Imperialism, the Highest Stage of 
Capitalism deals with the economic character-
istics of imperialism. Lenin makes reference to 
but does not elaborate on other types of charac-
teristics in this publication. There is much that 
could be said about the political, cultural, ideo-
logical, military, environmental and other fea-
tures. It is the economic that drives the political 
and military.

Monopoly capitalism
In defi ning imperialism Lenin pointed to 

qualitative changes within capitalism. The 
most important of these is the development of 
monopoly capitalism.

“…the rise of monopolies, as the result of 
the concentration of production, is a general 
fundamental law of the present stage of devel-
opment of capitalism.” (Lenin, Imperialism, 
the Highest Stage of Capitalism, Chapter I, 
Progress Publishers)

“... the old capitalism, the capitalism of 
free competition with its indispensable regu-
lator, the Stock Exchange, is passing away. A 
new capitalism has come to take its place, bear-
ing obvious features of something transient, a 
mixture of free competition and monopoly.” 
(Ch. II)

“We have seen that in its economic 
essence imperialism is monopoly capitalism. 
This in itself determines its place in history, 
for monopoly that grows out of the soil of free 
competition, and precisely out of free competi-
tion, is the transition from the capitalist system 
to a higher socio-economic order.” (Ch.X)

This reference to a higher socio-economic 
order was socialism – a word he avoided using 
to get past the censors.

“And so, without forgetting the conditional 
and relative value of all defi nitions in general, 
which can never embrace all the concatenations 

of a phenomenon in its full development, we 
must give a defi nition of imperialism that will 
include the following fi ve of its basic features:
1. the concentration of production and capital 

has developed to such a high stage that 
it has created monopolies which play a 
decisive role in economic life;

2. the merging of bank capital with industrial 
capital, and the creation, on the basis 
of this “fi nance capital”, of a fi nancial 
oligarchy;

3. the export of capital as distinguished 
from the export of commodities acquires 
exceptional importance;

4. the formation of international monopolist 
capitalist associations which share the 
world among themselves, and

5. the territorial division of the whole world 
among the biggest capitalist powers is 
completed.
“Imperialism is capitalism at that stage 

of development at which the dominance of 
monopolies and fi nance capital is established; 
in which the export of capital has acquired pro-
nounced importance; in which the division of 
the world among the international trusts has 
begun; in which the division of all territories of 
the globe among the biggest capitalist powers 
has been completed.” (Ch. VII)

Lenin pays considerable attention to the 
concentration of production and capital and 
development of monopolies.

This process has accelerated in recent dec-
ades with the rapid development of the scien-
tifi c and technological revolution. IT, modern 
communications and transportation have made 
possible what would have seemed like science 
fi ction at the time of Lenin.

Concentration of capital
A couple of examples to illustrate this 

process at work today:
Bayer and Monsanto signed a defi nitive 

agreement for Bayer to acquire Monsanto for 
US$66 billion. This mega-merger is about 
global control of seeds, GM technology, pes-
ticides, farm machinery and other agricultural 
inputs, food security, the future of biodiversity 
and who will control Big Data in agriculture.

There are several other mergers in the 
making if they can get past regulatory author-
ities. Companies such as BASF which is the 
third largest in crop chemicals and a modest 
player in seeds is looking to snap up small 
seed and pesticide companies – if it doesn’t get 
bigger it will be lost to the big players.

Three big companies, led by John Deere, 
control 77 percent of the world’s US$65 billion 
farm machinery market. All three are devel-
oping robotic farm machines designed to dis-
pense seeds, pesticides, and fertilisers and all 
are striving for meter-by-meter control.

Three companies control 53 percent of 
the global commercial seed market. This has 
resulted in a dramatic loss of genetic diversi-
ty as companies offered only the most profi t-
able lines of seeds for sale and abandoned the 
rest. Already, six companies control 75 percent 
of global seed and pesticide sales and related 
research and development.

Chinese state-owned China National 
Chemical Corp was cleared by US regulators 
last year to proceed with a US$42 billion pur-
chase of Swiss chemical and seeds company 
Syngenta. (etc.org)

Consumer advocates summed the situ-
ation up saying the mergers will usher in a 
“new era of sterile crops soaked in dangerous 
pesticides.”

Dow Chemicals and DuPont agreed to a 
US$59 billion merger that would bring under 
the one umbrella two of the largest US chemi-
cal makers.

There are several other mergers in 
the making if they can get past regulatory 
authorities.

Contradictions

The modern world is so much more com-
plex than at the time of Lenin. Lenin stated that 
increased concentration of production would 
result in new and more intense contradictions. 
He was right.

Today we are witnessing a widening of the 
wealth gap midst record wealth creation, mass 
starvation midst a plenty of food production, 
climate change a direct result of the pursuit of 
profi t regardless of consequences, scientifi c 
advance but its application not put to its poten-
tial use, wastage on military and wars, medi-
cal developments capable of saving lives but 
access denied because of patenting systems and 
the lack of ability to pay.

These contradictions are also seen in fi nan-
cial and economic crises, water crisis, food 
crisis, amongst others. Capitalism is in deep 
crisis and cannot fi nd a way out.

Bank capital
“The principal and primary function of 

banks is to serve as middlemen in the making 
of payments. In so doing they transform inac-
tive money capital into active, that is, into cap-
ital yielding a profi t; they collect all kinds of 
money revenues and place them at the disposal 
of the capitalist class,” Lenin noted. (Ch. II)

“As banking develops and becomes con-
centrated in a small number of establishments, 
the banks grow from modest middlemen into 
powerful monopolies having at their command 
almost the whole of the money capital of all 
the capitalists and small businessmen and also 
the larger part of the means of production and 
sources of raw materials in any one country 
and in a number of countries.

“This transformation of numerous modest 
middlemen into a handful of monopolists is 
one of the fundamental processes in the growth 
of capitalism into capitalist imperialism; for 
this reason we must fi rst of all examine the 
concentration of banking.” (Ch. II)

Lenin outlines the struggles between banks 
for power and domination and the process of 
concentration of banks – through such means 
as mergers, takeovers, formation of holding 
companies, etc.

This process has not ceased since the time 

of Lenin. With globalisation and technological 
developments it has accelerated and undergone 
qualitative changes, in particular in respect 
to their monopolisation and domination on a 
global scale and their expansion beyond that of 
middlemen between borrowers and depositors.

Australia is a classic example of the out-
comes of this process, in particular since 
fi nancial deregulation and privatisation under 
Treasurer Paul Keating during the Hawke-
Keating governments in the 1980s. At one 
stage there were well over 100 banks oper-
ating in Australia, including the state-owned 
Commonwealth Bank and state banks.

Since then, there have been numerous take-
overs. All of the state-owned banks have been 
privatised and swallowed up by big banks.

The Keating government permitted the 
entry of foreign banks and foreign ownership 
with some restrictions. Virtually the only curb 
on the process of monopolisation has been the 
four pillar policy preventing mergers of the Big 
Four with each other.

St George, BankWest, the Advance Bank, 
the National Mutual Royal Bank, the Town & 
Country Bank, the Bank of New Zealand and 
the Bank of Melbourne are some of the more 
recent banks to be taken over.

As result, the Big Four enjoy incredible 
market dominance and the extraordinary power 
that comes with such monopoly of the bank-
ing sector.

In 2008, the Big Four banks monopo-
lised 75 percent of the banking sector with 
CBA holding the largest share at 22 percent. 
By 2016 they monopolised 83 percent of the 
industry with CBA having increased its share 
to just over 26 percent.

The remainder of banking business is 
shared among 57 other banks, most of whom 
are subsidiaries of foreign banks with a limited 
presence in Australia.
End Part I. Next week: Part II looks at what 
Lenin had to say about fi nance capital and 
state monopoly capitalism with the use of 
current examples to validate his analysis.
*Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism
can be purchased as a stand-alone pamphlet 
from the Party’s bookshop. It is also available 
in Lenin’s Collected Works, Vol 22, Progress 
Publishers. 

Imperialism, the Highest 
Stage of Capitalism *
Its relevance today
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Oscar Reyes

“The war on coal is over,” accord-
ing to Scott Pruitt, head of the US 
Environmental Protection Agency.

Pruitt spoke these words in a 
speech to coal miners in Hazard, 
Kentucky, where he announced the 
formal repeal of Barack Obama’s 
Clean Power Plan. What he failed to 
mention is that if this is a war, coal 
has already lost.

The demand for coal has col-
lapsed in recent years. More than half 
of all US electricity was produced 
from coal just a decade ago. Today’s 
fi gure is just over 30 percent, and 
continues to fall. Twelve coal-fi red 
power stations have already closed 
since Trump took offi ce.

A recent survey by the Union 
of Concerned Scientists found that 
around a quarter of the remaining 
coal units will soon be retired or con-
verted to gas, and a further 17 per-
cent are “un-economic” and could 
also be retired soon.

Even new coal subsidies pro-
posed by Energy Secretary Rick 
Perry are unlikely to reverse the 
downward trend. Utilities think long-
term when they make investments, 
and would be foolish to assume that 
the Trump administration’s willing-
ness to ignore the pollution caused 
by coal will outlast its term of offi ce.

The decline of coal power 
is excellent news for the planet. 
Burning coal is one of the main 
ways we put carbon dioxide into the 
atmosphere, causing climate change. 
It also damages the health and envi-
ronment of anyone who lives near 
mines and power stations, polluting 
the air we breathe while using vast 
amounts of fresh water.

The real challenge now is not 
how to save coal, but how to ensure 
that new, green energy jobs are creat-
ed, and support is given to communi-
ties that have long relied on mining.

Energy companies and lawmak-
ers should also ensure that coal is not 
simply replaced by shale gas – which 
pollutes drinking water and contin-
ues to damage the climate – but by 
renewable energy instead.

Luckily, the economics of 
renewable energy are getting better 
all the time. Residential solar power 
is expected to out-compete fossil 
fuels in over 40 states by 2020, while 
huge advances are also being made 
in energy storage and the develop-
ment of electric vehicles.

The cost of wind power is also 
falling rapidly. A recent Energy 
Department report found that elec-
tricity produced by wind turbines is 
already considerably cheaper over 
the long-term than running gas tur-
bines. Improvements in technology 

means that will continue to be the 
case even after current wind subsi-
dies are cut.

Expanding renewable energy is 
good for jobs, too.

People with “green jobs” in 
energy effi ciency, renewables, and 
public transportation already out-
number those employed by oil, 
gas, and coal companies, accord-
ing to Energy Department fi gures. 
The benefi ts are spread widely, too: 
Renewable jobs already outnumber 
fossil fuel jobs in 41 states.

The contrast between coal 
and solar power is even strong-
er. Coal now employs just 160,000 
Americans, a third of whom are 
miners. Solar energy, by contrast, 
now employs over 370,000 people 
and is one of the fastest growing 
parts of our economy.

Instead of pretending that coal 
jobs could return, politicians should 
be promoting renewable energy and 
the jobs that come with it. There’s 
little chance that Pruitt, who has 
close ties to coal lobbyists, would 
endorse such an approach.

That’s all the more reason for 
states to step up, putting in place 
transition plans that encourage a 
shift to renewable energy that helps 
workers while protecting our air and 
climate.
People’s World 

In “war on coal”, 
coal has lost

Dire situation

Fanning the fl ames

BRITAIN: Probation services 
can be added to Royal Mail, rail, 
water, electricity, gas and other 
privatised public industries to 
have promised so much and deliv-
ered so little. As with all indus-
tries fl ogged off by the Tories 
to their friends in the City, pre-
privatisation propaganda justifi ed 
the partial handover of probation 
services in England and Wales by 
promised future savings through 
private-sector effi ciency.

However, the BBC1 TV 
Panorama program lifted the lid on 
the price paid for transferring public 
fi nance to private “community reha-
bilitation companies.”

No less than £4 billion was 
found hanging from the branches 
of the government’s magic money 
tree to pay 21 private companies 
to supervise all low and medium-
risk offenders, leaving the public 
National Probation Service to deal 
with high-risk cases.

The sorry tale related by 
Panorama reveals private compa-
nies cutting corners to maximise 
income by taking on more clients 
than they could safely manage.

In the scramble for favourable 
results for which to claim income, 
inconvenient failures by clients to 
attend for probation appointments 
– no fewer than 15,000 over 16 
months – were simply ignored.

One employee reports being 
instructed by MTC Novo manage-
ment, responsible for most proba-
tion services in London, to delete 
records of missed appointments.

Missed appointments constitute 
a breach of probation conditions 
and should be followed up fi rmly.

Privateers’ cavalier disregard for 
this requirement has brought seri-
ous consequences, with Panorama 
drawing attention to inadequately 
supervised offenders carrying out 
fatal attacks.

It spotlights, possibly because 
of a misplaced aspiration to balance, 
two deaths – one of an 18-year-old 
young man whose killer had missed 
eight appointments when supervised 
by private company Working Links, 
and the other a fi ve-year-old boy 
whose mother wasn’t informed of 
her new boyfriend’s violent past by 
the National Probation Service.

As has become common in 
similar cases where agencies fail 
in their duty to guarantee public 
protection, the Ministry of Justice 
reiterates the diffi cult-to-justify dec-
laration that this is its top priority.

Having made one dubious state-
ment, the ministry follows up with 
another, claiming that substantial 
evidence shows private companies 
and the National Probation Service 
working closely together to ensure 
offenders have the most appropriate 
level of supervision.

Such complacency lays bare 
government intent to ride out the 
storm over private sector incom-
petence and to press ahead with its 
reckless privatisation obsession. 
This approach is increasing con-
cerns even from within the Tories’ 
parliamentary ranks, with Commons 
justice select committee chairman 
Bob Neill MP urging the govern-
ment to publish a review into the 
effect of its “reforms” on probation 
services.

Chief Inspector of Probation 
Glenys Stacey points out too that 
she investigated MTC Novo last 
year, demanding an action plan, and 
is about to revisit that inspection.

Even the government admits 
to problems, with Justice Secretary 
David Lidington bleating about 
“unforeseen challenges” and the 21 
new community rehabilitation com-
panies blaming supposed teething 
problems.

There is nothing unforeseen 
about the pattern of lower num-
bers of experienced staff because of 
redundancies and serious personnel 
turnover, overburdening of current 
staff members, high levels of staff 
sickness and an obsessive pursuit of 
cash-linked targets.

Probation offi cers’ union Napo 
warned that these would result from 
privatisation.

Partial privatisation, includ-
ing government lavishing of public 
funds on the private sector, has had 
a knock-on low-morale effect on the 
National Probation Service.

This situation cannot last. 
Government ministers must bow to 
the inevitable and work with proba-
tion professionals to end this priva-
tisation nightmare.
Morning Star 

Spain last Saturday began to 
impose control over Catalonia, 
sacking the Catalan president, 
his ministers, diplomats, police 
chiefs and transferring all author-
ity to the central government in 
Madrid.

Spain’s conservative Prime 
Minister Mariano Rajoy urged all 
Spanish citizens to remain calm 
following the Catalan parliament’s 
vote for independence, but it is his 
government that has fuelled mass 
disquiet.

Whatever the percentage of 
Catalans committed to secession 
from Spain, that fi gure has cer-
tainly risen in the wake of brutality 
meted out by paramilitary police 
to prevent people voting in last 
month’s unapproved independence 
referendum.

Catalonia has a history of 
backing autonomy within Spain 
rather than seeking national 
independence.

However, the region’s autono-
my was fi rst abolished in the 1930s 
by the fascist forces that held all of 
Spain in chains until the mid-1970s 
and more recently watered down 
by Rajoy’s Popular Party (PP), 
which has its roots in fascist dicta-
tor Franco’s Falange party.

This doesn’t mean that Rajoy 
or his government is fascist today 
– although small numbers of their 
supporters are pictured on demon-
strations giving stiff-arm salutes – 
but it emphasises the importance of 
historical grievances and imagery.

Catalans, like every other 
nationality, have a right to 

self-determination and an obliga-
tion to express that right in a posi-
tive way.

If restrictions are placed by 
central government on a people’s 
ability to express their language, 
culture and identity, demands will 
grow for that people to strike out 
on their own.

Independence movements often 
arise also out of complaints that 
minority nationalities and regions 
are exploited or starved of invest-
ment by central government, but 
that is not the case in Spain.

Catalonia is the richest region, 
with a quarter of Spain’s exports 
and a fi fth of its national income, 
and one complaint voiced loudly 
by Catalan nationalists, though 
recently muted, was that they have 
to subsidise poorer areas of Spain.

That reality doesn’t fi t well 
with the image of a downtrodden 
and exploited national minority.

But that is not to downplay the 
deep-held grievances that Catalans 
express about Madrid’s dilution of 
autonomous rights enjoyed previ-
ously during Spain’s post-fascist 
existence.

One problem is the consti-
tutional clause that rules out the 
possibility of any part of Spain 
separating itself from the country 
– not because splintering Spanish 
unity is advisable but because the 
PP tends to refuse to discuss fur-
ther devolution and relies on the 
constitution to authorise its stance. 

The current crisis has not 
arisen in a vacuum. It could have 
been foreseen.

The Catalan government organ-
ised a previous independence ref-
erendum three years ago, which 
was boycotted by its opponents but 
showed a clear majority in favour 
of those voting.

Rather than initiate bilateral 
discussions, Rajoy ran to the con-
stitutional court to quash the vote.

That remains the PP stance 
now, backed by the equally neo-
liberal Socialist Party and Citizens 
party but opposed by left parties 
united in the Podemos Unidos 
(United We Can) coalition.

The Senate has authorised the 
government to impose Madrid’s 
authority, but it is impossible to 
foretell how this could be done and 
what resistance there might be.

Certainly the worst scenario 
would be that fl oated by Attorney 
General Jose Manuel Maza whose 
suggestion of laying sedition 
charges against as yet undeter-
mined numbers of Catalan leaders 
would herald disaster.

Neither the Catalan govern-
ment of Carles Puigdemont nor 
Rajoy’s counterpart has as its prior-
ity the interests of working people 
in Catalonia or the rest of Spain.

The organised labour move-
ment and left parties should 
mobilise a unifi ed working-class 
alternative to the dead-end alterna-
tives of these mutually reinforcing 
bourgeois politicians to prevent 
further discord and probably more 
serious violence.
Morning Star 
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Annually for 25 years, the United 
Nations General Assembly has 
voted overwhelmingly for an 
end to the US economic blockade 
against Cuba. The nations of the 
world vote again on November 
1, 2017. Last year, the United 
States and Israel abstained, but 
all other nations voted “No” to the 
blockade.

In preparation for the vote, 
Cuba’s foreign ministry every year 
prepares a report detailing adverse 
effects of this US policy. It begins: 
“The economic, commercial, and 
fi nancial blockade imposed by the 
government of the United States 
against Cuba for almost 60 years still 
persists, continues to cause suffering 
to the Cuban people, and obstructs 
the economic development of the 
country.”

Concentrating on Cuba’s expe-
rience between April 2016 and June 
2017, the report claims that Cuba’s 
“situation began to worsen” under 
the Obama administration, despite 
diplomatic relations having been 
restored. Increasingly, the United 
States imposed fines “on foreign 
companies that maintained commer-
cial relations with Cuba.” Fearing 
such, many international fi nancial 
institutions don’t deal with Cuba. 
The US Treasury Department in 
early 2016 ruled that Cuba could use 
US dollars in international transac-
tion. But that opening hasn’t been 
implemented.

Cuba calculates that over the 
decades the blockade has caused 
losses of US$822.2 billion, an 
amount refl ecting dollar devaluation. 
Losses in terms of current value are 
US$130.2 billion. The blockade has 
caused Cuba US$4.3 billion in losses 
since April 2016. The totals repre-
sent costs associated with obtaining 
goods in third countries and income 
lost due to prohibitions on sales to 
the United States. The losses dwarf 
the billions of dollars Cuba must 
seek out as direct foreign investment. 
The disparity casts light on the pre-
cariousness of Cuba’s prospects for 
economic development.

The impact of President 
Obama’s reforms was limited. As 
his presidency ended, state enter-
prises were still barred from export-
ing to and importing from the 
United States. New allowances for 
telecommunications equipment 
amounted to only a minor excep-
tion. US citizens still can’t freely 
travel to the island. Cuban business-
es are still unable to open accounts 
in US banks. Cargo ships still can’t 
enter a US port within six months of 
visiting a Cuban one.

The report cites 18 “main block-
ade measures” imposed since May 
2016. Here’s an example: “On 
June 8, 2017, [the US Treasury 
Department] imposed a $87,255 fi ne 
on the company American Honda 
Finance Corporation (AHFC) 
because one of its subsidiaries in 
Canada – Honda Canada Finance 
Inc – approved and financed 13 
vehicle leasing agreements between 
the Cuban embassy in Canada and 
a concessionary of Honda in Ottawa 
between February of 2011 and 
March of 2014.”

The report documents eight 
instances of US interference with 
the “Right to Health and Food.” For 
example, “Cuban hospitals cannot 
have any state-of-the-art technology 

or equipment that is exclusively 
manufactured in the United States 
... Cuba [therefore] had to send a 
group of patients and their compan-
ions to foreign hospitals, at a cost 
of $1,066,600.” Unable to import 
drugs and medical equipment from 
the United States, Cuba fi nds them 
in third countries. Doing so, Cuban 
importers pay marked-up prices and 
additional charges for insurance, 
freight, storage, and payments to 
intermediaries. The extra spending 
on health care amounted to US$87 
million during the most recent year.

That year, Cuba’s food sector 
lost almost US$348 million. Cuban 
food manufacturers import 70 per-
cent of the equipment and raw mate-
rials they need. Having to rely on 
distant sources adds expense and 
requires Cuba to accumulate large 
inventories.

Blocked from importing educa-
tion supplies from the United States, 
Cuba paid almost US$3 million 
to obtain them in third countries. 
The blockade hinders education-
al exchanges, deprives schools and 
universities of US-licensed compu-
ter software, and causes shortages of 
laboratory equipment.

Blockade regulations interfere 
with Cuba’s sports programs and 
cultural and artistic projects by forc-
ing them to secure specialised equip-
ment abroad at additional cost – if 
it can even be obtained. Cuban art-
ists don’t receive adequate payments 
– sometimes nothing – for perform-
ances and sales in the United States, 
including recordings and fi lms.

The report provides dozens 
of examples of impediments to 
Cuba’s development. New equip-
ment for refashioning the island’s 
water system – there’s been seri-
ous drought – is often unavailable. 
Cuba’s large biomedical industry 
must cope with shortages of materi-
als and equipment. Cuba’s mining, 
chemical, alternative energy, tel-
ecommunications, metallurgy, con-
struction, and aviation industries 
lack access to US sources of new or 

replacement equipment. They look 
elsewhere, and at great cost.

Cuba’s relations with third-coun-
try banks and corporations went 
awry long ago. The report emphasis-
es that the “blockade is not a bilat-
eral issue between the United States 
and Cuba. Its extraterritorial charac-
ter persists and is fully implemented, 
with absolute impunity and in open 
violation of International Law.”

Today’s global economy is inter-
connected. Many US companies 
have associations with multination-
al corporations, and they deal with 
banks throughout the world. When 
those larger entities or their foreign 
subsidiaries serve Cuba, they pro-
voke US retribution, courtesy of the 
blockade.

The report relates instances of 
foreign banks sanctioned for han-
dling Cuba-related transactions, of 
Cubans unpaid for goods or services 
provided overseas, and of US hos-
pitals and physicians going without 
Cuban bio-medical products.

Solidarity projects and anti-
blockade campaigns are surveyed 
worldwide, among them: US con-
gressional lobbying, pressure from 
business groups, local actions, and 
statements from foreign notables, 
parliamentarians, and international 
organisations.

The authors are blunt in their 
claims: “The blockade continues to 
be a massive, fl agrant, and system-
atic violation of the human rights 
of all Cubans and qualifi es as an 
act of genocide.” And, “This policy 
continues to be the only obstacle 
to the development of the Cuban 
economy.”

Compared to past reports, this 
one doesn’t say much about nation-
al sovereignty and international law. 
Implicitly, however, the document 
appeals to the Geneva Conventions, 
which say that combatants fi ghting 
a war must protect non-combatant 
civilians. There’s no armed confl ict 
between the United States and Cuba, 
yet Cuba’s civilians are under siege.
People’s World 

International

“No” to the blockade

Cuba vigil earlier this year in Sydney.

Philippines: On October 25, there had been 13 days of organ-
ised picketing outside the Amertron factories after a brutal display 
of anti-union action. Amertron Electronics is a semiconductor and 
optoelectronics producer. In its industrial sector workers have 
been repetitively been exposed to toxic chemicals and has recent-
ly sacked 532 labour activists. In September workers at the factory 
took action over many health and safety issues, as well as wages 
and health insurance. The company, which employs around 2,700 
workers over two sites, refused negotiation with workers while 
covertly terminating their contracts. The semiconductor industry 
globally has been a sector where many workers have been repeat-
edly exposed to toxic chemicals.

India: On October 19 in Bengaluru, a contractor brought fi ve 
local goons along with him who were armed with metal rods and 
threatened the pourakarmikas (female sanitation workers and gar-
bage collectors) who were protesting and demanding payment for 
unpaid labour. The contractor threatened rape and used casteist 
slurs as intimidation tactics. The pourakarmikas haven’t been paid 
their salaries by the contractor who hired them for the last three 
months.

Pakistan: On October 26, a Pakistani court issued an arrest war-
rant for the ousted prime minister Nawaz Sharif in two cases of 
corruption spiralling out of the Panama Papers leak. He is cur-
rently in London with his wife who is undergoing cancer treatment, 
and hasn’t returned to Pakistan since he was charged with cor-
ruption earlier in the month. Despite reports indicating he would 
return, Sharif is the 15th premier in Pakistan’s 70-year history to 
be ousted before completing a full term in government. The charg-
es stem from leaked documents, known as the Panama Papers 
which showed the family held unreported assets overseas, how-
ever Sharif’s family has denied any wrong doing.

Indonesia: On October 26, fi reworks at Warehouse Firecrackers 
in Cengklong Village, Kosambi, Tangerang District were ignited. At 
least 47 people have been killed and 35 injured as a result and 
the site is currently being cooled to collect evidence to determine 
what caused the explosion. Fireworks are illegal in Indonesia, but 
it is a law that is rarely enforced. People across Indonesia use fi re-
works to celebrate weddings and festivals. This isn’t the fi rst time 
something like this has happened. In 2002 eight people were killed 
when an explosion ripped through a fi reworks factory levelling sev-
eral buildings in Kalibakung, a village about 350 kilometres from 
Jakarta. Often fi reworks are made in small home-based factories 
without proper safety equipment.

Andrew E Rayment

Region Briefs

Something to say? Write to the Editor!
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War criminals 
still at large
There is nothing good that can be 
said about the advantage Harvey 
Weinstein took of his position to 
gratify himself, by bullying young 
women. The opprobrium he has 
received is well deserved.

I just wish a tenth of that public 
attention would be focused on the 
people who launched the illegal 
attack on and invasion of Iraq in 
2003. John Howard has something 
like “elder statesman” status, com-
pletely undeserved. He is a war crim-
inal. More than one million people 
were killed or died as a result of 
the invasion. Blair and Bush have 
also not been held to account for 

what they did. Say what you like 
about Harvey Weinstein, but no 
one is saying that he killed anyone. 
Traumatised and humiliated, yes. 
Killed? No. That is what Howard, 
Bush and Blair did.

Further, human rights abuser, 
former Immigration Minister, 
Amanda Vanstone, has been reward-
ed for her work, with an ABC radio 
program. And Phillip Ruddock 
(remember him wearing his Amnesty 
badge as he trashed the rights of ref-
ugees, the Badraie family, the ”chil-
dren overboard” calculated lie) is 
now mayor of Hornsby. It is hard to 
quantify, but I think they have both 
done more damage to human beings 
than Harvey Weinstein. Why do they 
get off not only scot free ... why are 
they rewarded?

Stephen Langford
Sydney

On penalty rates
The cuts to weekend penalty rates 
was introduced using the excuse 
that it was too costly for retail and 
hospitality businesses to operate 
on weekends and that the cuts 
would generate more employment 
in these industries. Many business 

have already introduced the pay 
cuts yet the latest employment fi g-
ures show no appreciable increase 
in employment in these industries.

I believe we have an excess of 
cafes and restaurants and if these 
businesses can’t compete the owners 
should seek another industry to oper-
ate in rather than expect their staff 
to reduce their standard of living in 
order to increase profi t.

As a trained toolmaker who had 
to retrain in other industries twice in 
my lifetime (due to the demise of our 
manufacturing industry) I think these 
business operators who can’t make 
their business viable should fi nd a 
new way of making a living.

Les Ismail

Dangerous words 
and actions
Donald Trump may well be only 
playing tough brinkmanship 
in order to pressure, check and 
contain North Korea and Iran 
(among others) but his danger-
ous words and actions risk going 
over the edge due to his inferior 
and inconsistent conduct of for-
eign policy. I have no sympathy 

for the brutal, tyrannical regimes 
in North Korea, Iran and other 
countries and think that those 
people suffering under the rule 
of such repressive governments 
should be given our utmost sup-
port and aid.

But the regional and global mil-
itary and political problems posed 
by North Korea aren’t going to be 
solved by Trump’s crude methods. 
In fact, Trump’s appalling activi-
ties have created a terrible politi-
cal/military environment that could 
easily result in some minor incident 
setting off a major or several dire 
conflicts or given the propensity 
for rash behaviour Trump or Kim 
could carry out some foolish armed 
act that provokes a large military 
reaction.

The further risk is that rather 
than a confl ict being confi ned to the 
Korean Peninsula, it could clear-
ly quickly spread. Kim Jong-Un 
has consciously placed many mis-
sile sites close to the Chinese and 
Russian borders to deter attack or 
to draw in these neighbouring coun-
tries due to the realist probability that 
China and Russia will be affected by 
a US assault. So, the USA and its 
allies could fi nd themselves involved 
in multiple hostilities.

And now Trump has decided 
that at this is perilous time it would 
be a good idea to open up a new 
fi ght with Iran, which could also 
end up coming to blows. With rela-
tions between the major powers, the 
US, China and Russia prickly and 
at very low ebb, the world situation 
is very worrying. A war with North 
Korea would be an awfully fraught 
event.

As the world situation has 
become very precarious, it is now 
vital that the UN, EU, other interna-
tional bodies and countries urgent-
ly get involved in resolving these 
important issues before the various 
quarrels spin out of control. In this 
unstable time it is extremely irre-
sponsible to continue to leave the 
solution of these crucial problems to 
intemperate, reckless leaders as those 
in power in the US and North Korea.

We are in urgent need of saner 
and wiser leadership. World peace, 
the health of the planet and the safety 
of millions of people and other crea-
tures are at stake. It’s time for eve-
ryone to do something to avert a 
dreadful catastrophe. The conse-
quences are far too sad and dire to 
imagine.

Steve Katsineris
Vic

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
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Everyone is aware that the ongo-
ing catastrophe called the Trump 
Administration affects not only 
the people of the USA. Its brutal 
foreign policy of aggression and 
subversion also affects the people 
of most of the rest of the world. 
This is well known. What is not 
so well known is that Trump’s 
domestic policies also impact on 
the rest of us, sometimes with dev-
astating results.

Conscious that President Trump 
and his faithful team not only put 
profi t before everything else but also 
regard science as merely a hindrance 
to the real business of government, 
helping the rich to get richer, the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
has denied protection to no less than 
25 species of wildlife endangered 
by global warming. Of course, the 
Donald doesn’t believe in that either.

In announcing its decision, the 
FWS asserted – with disarming hon-
esty – that its staff had conducted “a 
thorough review of the best availa-
ble scientifi c and commercial infor-
mation.” Guess which of those two 
carried the most weight with an 
administration that puts profi t before 
all else?

Noah Greenwald, endangered 
species director at US organisation 
the Centre for Biological Diversity 
(CBD), is under no illusions about 
where Trump stands on biodiversity: 

“You couldn’t ask for a clearer sign 
that the Trump administration puts 
corporate profi ts ahead of protecting 
endangered species,” he commented.

“Denying protection for these 25 
species despite the imminent threat 
of climate change and ongoing 
habitat destruction is typical of the 
Trump administration’s head-in-the-
sand approach,” added Greenwald.

Australians can’t afford to be 
smug about this, mind you. Not 
while we still give space to politi-
cians like the odious Tony Abbott, 
another notorious climate change 
denier. People like Abbott and 
Trump are only interested in science 
if it can cause big explosions or in 
some other way destroy the enemies 
of free enterprise. And the defi ni-
tion of the enemies of free enterprise 
includes all those misguided folk 
who want government to pay for pro-
grams – such as wildlife protection – 
that do not have an obvious capacity 
for producing private profi t.

In 2011 the FWS agreed that the 
Pacifi c walrus was imperilled by cli-
mate change and should be protected 
under the Endangered Species Act. 
But that was under Barack Obama 
and the Democrats. The Republicans, 
who put Trump in the White House, 
have a different agenda. As far as 
they are concerned, the Endangered 
Species Act is simply a commer-
cial inconvenience, something that 

gets in the way of making profi ts or 
which interferes with their personal 
pleasures, like shooting wild animals 
(“big game”).

CBD climate science director 
Shaye Wolf declared – “This dis-
graceful decision is a death sentence 
for the walrus. Walruses face extinc-
tion from climate change, and deny-
ing them critical protections will 
push them closer to the edge.”

In Australia, our tourist industry 
uses the attraction of whale watching 
along the East coast and the admit-
tedly relatively small-scale profi ts 
from that “industry” to put pressure 
on our conservative federal and state 
governments to prevent whaling in 
Australian waters. Unfortunately 
for Shaye Wolf and the CBD, taking 
tourists to spot walrus does not pro-
duce big bucks for the Alaskan and 
Canadian tourist industry so they 
have little clout. As little as sci-
ence organisations or environmental 
groups, in fact. 

However, taking advantage of 
what they see as the political pen-
dulum swinging to the right, the 
Republicans in Congress have 
approved a raft of bills that CBD 
warns “would ... condemn hun-
dreds of species to extinction.” No 
doubt the Republicans will say their 
measures are going to stop “wasteful 
expenditure”.

The Republicans want to trim 

the lists of endangered species by 
the simple expedient of changing 
how animals are listed as endangered 
in the fi rst place. In future, under the 
bills the Republicans have intro-
duced, government will be forced 
to give consideration to the “eco-
nomic costs” of protecting endan-
gered species. They are also going to 
give precedence in future to “scien-
tifi c analysis” submitted by state or 
even local government, even when 
Federal agencies have more accurate 
information.

Not content with that, they are 
also preparing to limit the ability of 
US citizens to fi le lawsuits regard-
ing endangered species and, most 
telling of all, to limit protections for 
what they call “exotic game species.” 
So, it might be rare, it might even 
by critically endangered, but if its 
head would look good on your wall, 
Republicans think it should be OK 
for you to shoot it. (Just the kind of 
legislation you would expect in the 
gun-crazy USA, right?)

US wildlife and conservation 
authorities, and the National Parks 
Service, have in recent years had 
success in reviving the fortunes of 
the previously maligned and misun-
derstood wolf. As scientists fi nally 
began to understand the crucial role 
of the top predators in maintaining 
the health of the much more numer-
ous prey species, wolves have been 

successfully reintroduced into habi-
tats from which they had been driven 
out by indiscriminate hunting.

Graziers have an understandable 
antipathy towards predator species, 
but these days enlightened graziers 
are aware of the necessary role of 
predators in maintaining the over-
all health of grazing fl ocks, wheth-
er wild or domestic. That is a hard 
lesson for some graziers to learn 
however, or it goes against their 
basic belief that anyone (human 
or wild animal) that takes a bird or 
a rabbit or a blade of grass from 
“their” land is engaged in theft.

The Republicans, however, are 
more interested in looking after the 
interests of these unenlightened gra-
ziers than those with an awareness of 
science. Gun nut hunters also carry 
more weight with them than people 
who try to show that grazing animals 
fare better where predators are care-
fully – scientifi cally – controlled, not 
destroyed. Typically, the new bills 
would remove all protection for grey 
wolves in the western Great Lakes 
region.

And, of course, it’s not only 
wildlife that suffers. “The Trump 
administration’s reckless denial of 
climate change not only harms the 
walrus and the Arctic,” observes 
Shaye Wolf, “but puts people and 
wildlife everywhere in danger.”

And that affects us all. 

Who needs 
biodiversity?

Culture
&Lifeby

Rob Gowland

The Pacifi c walrus was imperilled by climate change and should be protected under the Endangered Species Act.
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One need look no further than 
the Twitter timeline of so-called 
president Donald Trump to wit-
ness the toxicity that can occur on 
the internet. The phenomenon of 
social media has connected mil-
lions of people all over the world. 
It’s created a culture of accessible 
news and propaganda, both infl u-
ential and wide-reaching. The info 
and digital campaigns shared can 
be inspirational and progressive. 
Other times they can be down-
right detrimental to progress. The 
new fi lm, Tragedy Girls, explores 
what happens when the despera-
tion for fame and infl uence drives 
people to murder for digital 
acceptance. It’s a fun, twisted tale 
of millennials, serial killers, and 
social media.

Best friends Sadie and McKayla 
are high school seniors on a mis-
sion to boost their social media 
fandom as amateur crime report-
ers. They’ve been hot on the trail 
of a local serial killer in their small 
Midwestern town. Upon capturing 
the killer, they realise the best way 
to get exclusive scoops on the next 
murder is to kill people themselves. 
Their brand, @TragedyGirls, soon 
becomes an overnight sensation as 
the body count grows, with pres-
sure mounting to deal with national 
stardom and not get caught by the 
police. The dark comedy takes a 
refreshing spin on the horror genre 
as established gender norms we often 
see in this type of movie are chal-
lenged: the two women protagonists 
are not damsels in distress fearful of 
a deranged killer, they are the killers 
themselves.

Having its Screamfest Los 
Angeles premiere on October 15, 
Tragedy Girls presents a cast of 
familiar faces. Alexandra Shipp 
(X-Men), and Brianna Hildebrand 
(Deadpool) play the two main char-
acters. Actress Elise Neal (Scream 
2, How to be a Player) makes an 
appears as McKayla’s mother. Josh 
Hutcherson of Hunger Games fame 
makes an appearance along with 
Craig Robinson of FOX’s Ghosted. 
Robinson is also one of the fi lm’s 
producers.

The film is similar to genre-
challenging movies before it, such 
as Heathers, and Jawbreaker, in 
that it calls out the at-times-over-
played tropes of horror movies and 
young-people angst. But don’t mis-
take Tragedy Girls for a copycat of 
those previous fi lms; it is an addition 
to their legacy, creating its own style 
and direction. With quick scenes 
and lots of action, director Tyler 
MacIntyre (Patchwork) plays into 
the culture of short-attention spans 
by keeping the audience on its feet. 
What the movie lacks in character 
depth and elaborate plot, it makes 
up for with a quick tale of tongue-in-
cheek refl ection on the current cul-
ture of social media obsession.

Many of the characters come off 
as more caricatures than actual indi-
viduals, but it’s clear the fi lmmakers 
don’t want you to care too deeply 
for the characters. They’d rather you 

use their extreme fi ctional story as a 
refl ection of the very real power the 
internet can have in creating narra-
tives, making heroes into villains, 
and villains into heroes.

The diversity within the project 
is a refreshing aspect of the movie. 
Members of the cast and crew spoke 
with People’s World about this on 
the red carpet of the Screamfest 
premiere.

Marycarmen Lopez (Queen 
Sugar) who plays news reporter 
Trish in Tragedy Girls said, “We 
were fi lming in Kentucky and here 
I was playing Trish, the report-
er, and I’m Mexican. It spoke vol-
umes to seeing diversity in different 
roles. Tyler [MacIntyre] was about 
not casting the typical look for cer-
tain roles in Hollywood.” Lopez said 
she was attracted to the project when 
she learned it was about two strong 
women characters. Also, she added, 

“The fi lm takes a moment to make 
fun of our society’s obsession with 
social media. Our children are deter-
mining their self-worth based on 
how many likes they get online.”

One of the producers of the fi lm, 
Kerry Rhodes, a former NFL Jets 
football player, told People’s World, 
“It was a conscious decision to make 
it diverse. We wanted the diversity, 
we wanted women to be leads. We 
wanted positive and powerful images 
to make the fi lm special.”

Rhodes is correct in that there 
are powerful images throughout the 
movie – blood and gore included, 
and a bold direction the fi lm takes in 
allowing the young women to behave 
in ways that are usually reserved 
for men in the genre. Alexandra 
Shipp’s McKayla performance 
shines through, as she effortlessly 
portrays the charismatic sociopath. 
The fi lm does, however, play into the 

stereotype that it’s millennials (ages 
18-34) who are obsessed with social 
media more than any other previous 
generation. This stereotype, interest-
ingly enough, has been debunked in 
recent studies that reveal that actu-
ally generation Xers (ages 35-49) 
spend more time on social media 
than their younger counterparts.

Overall, Tragedy Girls is a 
laugh-out-loud, squirm-at-the-
blood, fun time at the movies. The 
quick pace, interesting concept, and 
fun performances are what carry this 
movie through the one-hour-and-30-
minutes run time. It’s always a blast 
to see strong women protagonists in 
an often male-dominated fi eld, and 
if for nothing else, the idea of how 
deadly social media and the manipu-
lation of news can be is something 
very relevant to the times we cur-
rently live in.
People’s World 
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October 24, 2017 marked the 
33rd anniversary of the arrest 
of Georges Ibrahim Abdallah, 
revolutionary Lebanese Arab 
Communist struggler for 
Palestine, by French police. Since 
1984, he has remained behind 
bars, one of the longest-held polit-
ical prisoners in the world. From 
14-24 October 2017, Samidoun 
Palestinian Prisoner Solidarity 
Network joined organisations in 
France and around the world to 
call for a week of international 
actions to demand freedom for 
Georges Ibrahim Abdallah and 
all Palestinian prisoners!

Georges Abdallah has been com-
mitted throughout his life to the rev-
olutionary struggle in Lebanon and 
the liberation of Palestine. He was 
involved with the Palestinian leftist 
organisation, the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine, resisting 
Israeli attacks on Lebanon. Later, he 
joined other Lebanese revolution-
ary leftists in the Lebanese Armed 
Revolutionary Factions, pointing to 
a non-sectarian, socialist and revo-
lutionary path to liberation for the 
people of Lebanon, faced with civil 
war militias and Israeli invasion and 
occupation in the south of Lebanon.

Georges Abdallah was origi-
nally arrested for allegedly carry-
ing false documents; his detention 
was repeatedly extended as French 

intelligence searched for information 
to charge him with involvement in 
armed actions that killed a US diplo-
mat and an Israeli representative in 
Paris. Even one of his lawyers was 
reportedly involved in spying on 
Abdallah for the French intelligence 
agency. While he was supposed to 
be exchanged with prisoners held 
by Arab revolutionaries, the French 
state reneged after obtaining their 
own prisoners, keeping Abdallah as 
a prisoner.

In 1987, when Georges Abdallah 
was sentenced, he was expected to 
receive a lengthy sentence of ten 
years or less – as recommended by 
the prosecutor in his case. Instead, 
he received a life sentence, as argued 
by a private lawyer representing the 
US government.

Today, Georges Abdallah 
remains behind bars. Despite being 
eligible for release since 1999, 
his applications have been denied 
repeatedly. Even when they have 
been approved judicially, French 
offi cials have intervened at the high-
est levels to block his release, such 
as former Prime Minister Manuel 
Valls. US officials like former 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
have also intervened in an attempt to 
block Abdallah’s release. In essence, 
Georges Abdallah is a prisoner not 
only of the French colonial state 
but also of US imperialism and the 

Israeli occupation. Meanwhile, the 
Lebanese government has failed to 
live up to its responsibility in seek-
ing the freedom of its imprisoned 
countryman.

Despite  being held in 
Lannemezan prison for over 33 years 
of his life, Georges Abdallah is an 
active participant in struggle. He has 
written letters and issued statements 
in response to revolutionary strug-
gles around the world and always 
maintains a special eye toward the 
Palestinian prisoners, who have 
declared him one of their own.

His words continue to inspire 
generations of revolutionaries, strug-
glers and freedom fi ghters. And his 
participation is not limited to words 
– indeed, he has refused meals and 
organised his Basque and Arab 
fellow prisoners in Lannemezan to 
do so as well, in solidarity with the 
hunger strikes of Palestinian prison-
ers in Israeli jails.

Georges Abdallah expressed 
his solidarity with imprisoned 
Palestinian national leader, Ahmad 
Sa’adat, the General Secretary of the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine, wearing a shirt demanding 
his release. In return, Sa’adat issued 
a public letter to Abdallah from 
Ramon prison:

“We are chained by the common 
injustices manufactured in the 
United States of America, which are 
the same ones used in Palestine, and 
I do not doubt that there are many 
examples in all of the strongholds of 
imperialism.

“You and those who unite with 
you in support and solidarity, the 
true comrades in France, Lebanon, 
Palestine and all over the world, are 
the natural extension of those who 
once carried hammers, stormed the 
Bastille and broke into the prison 
walls ... the extension of those who 
turned the cells of the Zionist occu-
pation into revolutionary schools 
from which successive generations 
learn the meaning of will, deter-
mination and commitment ... the 
extension of all of the forces and 
movements for liberation in the 
world who resist for true democracy 

and a world free of exploitation, tyr-
anny and subjugation, where the 
values of social justice, liberation 
and dignity prevail.

“Until we meet one day in 
the world of freedom, you remain 
a symbol and a model for us to 
follow.”

This year we call on you to 
join us, in your cities, communi-
ties, neighbourhoods, camps, towns 
and campuses, to organise events, 
protests, marches and activities 
to demand freedom for Georges 
Ibrahim Abdallah and all Palestinian 
prisoners. Georges Abdallah is not 
alone; his imprisonment comes 
alongside that of Ahmad Sa’adat and 
over 6,200 Palestinian political pris-
oners in Israeli jails and the prisoners 
of Palestine in US and other interna-
tional jails.

They are imprisoned in an 
attempt to silence and suppress 
the anti-colonial struggle of the 
Palestinian people for justice, libera-
tion and return – yet their leadership 

remains a symbol of hope and inspi-
ration to all those who struggle for 
freedom. Join the movement to free 
Georges Abdallah, free Palestinian 
political prisoners and free Palestine, 
from the river to the sea!

TAKE ACTION:
• Organise events, actions and 

protests at French embassies 
and consulates around the 
world. Where there is not a 
French consulate, protest at 
US or Israeli embassies and 
consulates and in public squares. 
Send us your events! Email 
samidoun@samidoun.net

• Distribute this call to action and 
take media actions, like posting 
photos with posters calling for 
freedom for Georges Abdallah and 
other Palestinian prisoners.

• Endorse this call! Join in the 
call for events and actions 
for the prisoners. Email 
samidoun@samidoun.net 
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Call to Action
Free Georges Abdallah and all Palestinian prisoners!

Sydney

Refugee solidarity
Film-screening & discussion

6 pm Tuesday December 5
Edmund Rice Centre 15 Henley Road Homebush – 2 minute walk via Flemington station

Noam Chomsky has called Australia’s treatment of refugees “an indescribable disgrace” (personal communication). 
Come and see the remarkable 2008 fi lm, A Well-Founded Fear, followed by a discussion of where to now for justice. 

Phil Glendenning of the Edmund Rice Centre, narrator of the fi lm, will be taking part. 

Free entrance, and refreshments provided Phone 02 8762 4200


