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There are around 40,000 private health 
policies bombarding the “market” as 
private health insurance companies seek 
customers and governments cry poor 
while billions of dollars are siphoned off 
to subsidise private hospitals through the 
private health insurance rebate. Without 
the more than $6 billion a year in federal 
government taxpayer subsidies the private 
hospital system receives, it would collapse, 
virtually overnight.

In a health system announcement by the 
Turnbull government last week, insurers are 
to label their packages so it is clear what is 
in and what is out. So, graded along the lines 
of Olympic winners and losers, Gold prod-
ucts will cover everything, Silver will have a 
deductible (excess), Bronze will have exclu-
sions (packages where some conditions, such 
as orthopaedics or obstetrics are not covered) 
and Basic. Insurers will now be able to offer 
discounted “products” to “customers” (the gov-
ernment’s supermarket jargon) as a lure to try 
and hook people aged between 19 and 29 into 
private health insurance.

It is timely here to recall that in the 2014 
federal budget announced by then Treasurer 
Joe Hockey, $80 billion of federal health and 
education funding was cut, Hockey proclaim-
ing the “end of entitlement” and telling the 
states they could “sink or swim”.

The undermining of the public health 
system towards its privatisation has seen the 
public hospital system run down, starved of 
the necessary funds and resources, resulting in 
long waiting lists and enormous pressures on 
staff. The contracting out of all aspects of the 
running of hospitals has compounded the situ-
ation as well as adding to costs.

A combination of long waiting lists, gov-
ernment and insurance company scare tactics 
and tax incentives have seen an increase in 
the take-up of private health insurance from 
less than one third of the population, when the 
Howard government was elected in 1996, to 
around half of the population when Howard 
was thrown out in the 2007 election.

This has resulted in the emergence of a 
two-tiered health system, with that free-mar-
ket favourite “competition” resulting in queue 
jumping by private patients in public hospi-
tals and immediate access guaranteed in pri-
vate hospitals.

Basic right
Health care is a basic human right. The 

original concept behind Medicare was a nation-
al health insurance scheme that offered univer-
sal access to free medical services through a 
system of bulk billing where patients were 
not required to pay an upfront fee for service. 
Access to public hospitals was also free and 
universal.

The potential of Medicare and the public 
hospital system has not been realised. Rather 
there has been deterioration in many areas. 
Public hospitals are short of staff, resources 
and beds. There are shortages of GPs and spe-
cialists and huge distortions in the geographic 
distribution of services.

The opening up of such a public-good 
service as universal public health to allow pri-
vate system parasites to attach themselves to 
the system via billions of taxpayer dollars, is 
completely illogical unless viewed through the 
prism of profi ts fi rst, last and always.

The privatisation of Medicare and the 
public hospital system – including the push 
for a voucher system – was proposed by the 
former Howard Coalition government.

In such a voucher system, an estimate is 
made of the average amount the government 
pays through Medicare for medical services 
and for public hospitalisation of individuals. 
The value of each voucher is then determined 

taking into consideration individual factors 
such as age, medical history and chronic con-
ditions. In this scheme of things, the voucher 
for a healthy 20-year-old would be worth far 
less than, say, that of a 60-year-old diabetic.

The voucher entitles the customer to basic 
medical and hospital coverage – what is called 
a “universal service obligation”. Medicare 
becomes a safety net, a minimum entitlement.

In 2009, the Rudd Labor government 
embarked on a major transformation of the 
health system based on this premise, intend-
ed to turn Medicare on its head and fi rmly 
embed the private health insurers as manag-
ers of a US-style health system. The “reforms” 
effectively handed over the Medical Benefi ts 
Scheme (Medicare), the Pharmaceutical 
Benefi ts Scheme (PBS), a new dental scheme, 
and public and private hospital cover to the pri-
vate health insurance industry (the ones being 
given $6 billion a year of taxpayer money).

The aim was and is to create a health 

industry in which health care becomes a com-
modity and public and private providers com-
pete for patients seen (the “customers”) in a 
market. In this scenario providers are judged 
and rewarded according to performance meas-
ured by such indicators as rapid through-put 
of customers in a system of vouchers, league 
tables, failed hospitals and “choice” at the 
expense of equity, where potential patients 
select what they can afford and gamble on what 
health conditions they might develop.

The lure being offered in the Turnbull gov-
ernment’s addition to this privatisation plan is 
also a refl ection of the utter failure of for-profi t 
provision of health services.

It is the promotion of and diversion from 
public funds to the private, for-profi t sector 
that has resulted in the present, increasingly, 
untenable situation. This process has been a 
conscious one on the part of successive govern-
ments, both Labor and Coalition, all intent on 
privatising health care. 

Privatising Medicare

Privatisation = profits first, last & always.
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The “Korean Crisis” has been manufactured by the United 
States which has engaged in provocations against the DPRK 
(North Korea) for decades (ever since the end of WW2, in fact). 
It almost destroyed the country in the Korean War, part of the 
USA’s attempt to “roll back Communism” in the 1950s, and has 
subjected North Korea to a diplomatic and economic blockade 
ever since.

Every year the US conducts huge military exercises in South 
Korea blatantly rehearsing the invasion and destruction of the 
North. In the face of this clear threat, it is not surprising that the 
leadership of the DPRK has sought some security by developing 
its own nuclear weapons and the missiles with which to deliver 
them. The US has responded with a disinformation campaign 
that claims the DPRK is a “rogue state”, that its leaders are 
deranged and that it threatens an unprovoked attack on the US.

In fact, all the DPRK has done is to warn the US that if it is 
attacked it will defend itself, something every country has the 
right to do. If the US were to attack the DPRK it would do so 
from its huge military base on Guam, so the DPRK has made 
the US aware that its missiles can now reach as far as Guam. 
This has of course been seized on as “evidence” of the DPRK’s 
“plans for aggression”.

The present disinformation campaign regarding the DPRK is 
a lie: the threat of war in the region comes not from the DPRK 
but from the US. In other words, one side is to blame: If the US 
stopped threatening the nuclear destruction of North Korea, as 
President Trump did at the UN, the DPRK leadership would 
cease “threatening” to defend itself with nuclear-armed missiles. 
We demand that the US stop aggravating tension in the region 
by threatening to destroy the DPRK, and by holding war games 
rehearsing that destruction. We also demand that the Australian 
government stop encouraging the US to pursue an aggressive line 
as Foreign Minister Julie Bishop has done and continues to do.

As for the ALP’s position, the current Labor policy of march-
ing in lock step with the Turnbull government on military matters 
is causing Australia to be implicated in a possible war on the 
Korean peninsula with disastrous impacts on the Australia 
people. The effects on Korea would be even more catastrophic 
yet the ALP sits on its hands and says nothing even as the US 
President goes to the UN and threatens the total destruction of 
another UN member.

It was the ALP that took Australia out of the Vietnam War. It 
is now time for the ALP to once again show leadership and put 
pressure on the Trump administration to abandon its aggressive 
rhetoric and threats of catastrophic destruction and instead join 
other nations in our region in supporting policies of negotiation, 
co-operation and peace.

US troops have occupied south Korea since 1945; 28,500 are 
still there. There are 38 US military installations in South Korea, 
plus one militarized golf course. The golf course is the station for 
the fi rst Terminal High-Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) bat-
tery in South Korea, a US radar system opposed by the Korean 
people, in the north and south, as well as China.

Every year, the US carries out massive war exercises in and 
around the Korean peninsula. This year’s war exercises around 
the Korean Peninsula, Operation Key Resolve/Foal Eagle, which 
began in March and continued until April 24, involved hundreds 
of thousands of troops from the US and South Korea.

It is a fact of history that documents captured in the Korean 
War revealed the US planned an attack on North Korea in 1950. 
The attack was carried out using American and South Korean 
forces with the assistance of Japanese Army offi cers who had 
invaded and occupied Korea decades before. The North Korean 
defence and counter-attack was then claimed by the US to be 
“aggression” which the United States manipulated in the media to 
get the UN to support a “police operation”, the euphemism they 
chose to use to carry on what was in fact their war of aggression 
against North Korea. Three years of war and 3.5 million Korean 
deaths followed and the US has threatened them with imminent 
war and annihilation ever since.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
All land shall become the property of the whole people, 
and pass into the use of those who cultivate it.

Russia – “Decree on Land”, November 1917

”“

PRESS FUND
Marriage equality opponents argue, in effect that “it’s unwise to 
risk the good we already have for the evil which may occur”. In 
1900 that’s what the US National Association Opposed to Women’s 
Suffrage believed. Their arguments were just as discriminating or 
irrelevant as those of Australia’s “No” campaigners. They said 90 
percent of women “don’t want [the vote] or do not care”; suffrage 
would mean “competition with men rather than co-operation”; 
married women could only “double or annul their husband’s vote”; 
and the country might end up under “petticoat rule”! Thankfully, 
wiser heads prevailed. We adamantly support the “Yes” campaign, 
but we really need Press Fund contributions, so please send us 
something for the next issue if you possibly can. Many thanks to 
this week’s contributors, as follows:
Dr G Dittura $5, C Greer $50, Round Figure $10, CH $50, PB $50, 
KM $10, RR $5, A Pha $25
This week’s total: $205 Progressive total: $5,530

Get the “Korea Crisis” straight

Who’ running 
this state?
The Lock the Gate Alliance says the NSW govern-
ment must not go through with plans to weaken laws 
that protect Sydney’s drinking water catchment so 
that Springvale coal mine would not have to comply 
with them.

Springvale coal mine supplies coal to Mount Piper 
power station in the Blue Mountains. It also dumps 
polluted water into waterways that feed Sydney’s 
Warragamba dam.

Environmental group 4Nature successfully argued in 
the Court of Appeal in August that an approval granted 
to a controversial expansion of the coal mine two years 
ago was not valid because it had not considered crucial 
catchment protection law that requires any development 
in Sydney’s drinking water catchment to have a “neu-
tral or benefi cial effect” on the quality of water in the 
catchment.

The mine has not been ordered to close by the court, 
and has been operating continually since the 4Nature 
victory, while arguments are made in court about what 
remedy the Land and Environment Court should impose, 
given the role of the mine in supplying coal to Mount 
Piper.

“The Land and Environment Court has a job to do 
to honour the law that protects the pristine quality of 
our drinking water from coal mining and other develop-
ment,” said Georgina Woods from Lock the Gate.

“Weakening the law for the convenience of a coal 
mining company that is polluting drinking water is a 
reckless and unnecessary reaction. Protecting drinking 
water should be our highest priority.

“There’s plenty of coal being mined in this state, 
we’re mining more coal than ever before. The idea that a 
power station cannot secure alternative supplies if a pol-
luting coal mine must be closed to protect the water that 
supplies Sydney is absurd. Who’s running this state? The 
coal industry or the Coalition government?

“We urge all members of parliament not to weaken 
this important law and let the Court do its job fi nding 
a solution to this impasse that does not compromise 
Sydney’s drinking water,” Georgina Woods said.

Lock the Gate Alliance is a national coalition of 
people from across Australia uniting to protect our 
common heritage – our land, water and communities – 
from unsafe mining. 
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From the archives  The Guardian, December 1993

Roll out of the police state
Marcus Browning

The Bali bombing on October 12, 
2002, was opportunistically used 
by the government to defend its 
pursuit of anti-democratic ASIO 
and terrorism laws. The govern-
ment warned Australians that 
they were at risk of a terror-
ist attack, and spent millions of 
dollars on a fear campaign, run-
ning television commercials and 
distributing an anti-terrorism kit 
(with the infamous fridge mag-
nets) to all households. Just fi ve 
months later the Howard govern-
ment committed Australia to the 
illegal war on Iraq in collabora-
tion with the US and Britain.

Deception
As for concrete arguments or 

evidence as to why Australia might 
be such a target, nothing was offered 
– although the World Trade Centre 
and Bali were often cited. When it 
was suggested that Australia’s role 
in the war on and occupation of 
Iraq may have created a real risk of 
a terrorist attack on Australians or 
in Australia, the government fran-
tically denied any such link, to the 
point of gagging the Federal Police 
Commissioner Mick Keelty when he 
raised the possibility that Australia 
faced a bigger risk because of the 
war.

Both the Coalition and the ALP 
have combined to stifl e public com-
ment on proposed anti-terrorism laws 
that threaten to criminalise social 
dissent. Legislation introduced into 
Parliament has created new offenc-
es of terrorism, giving the govern-
ment the power to ban organisations 

and gives ASIO the power to detain 
people incommunicado for 48 hours.

Organisations 
banned

Like the Menzies government’s 
Communist Party Dissolution Act, 
“the Security Legislation (Terrorism) 
Amendment Bill” gave government 
wide powers to outlaw organisations 
that it opposes.

The Attorney General can pro-
scribe organisations “likely to endan-
ger, the security or integrity of the 
Commonwealth or another country.” 
People who are members or assist 
banned organisations face up to 25 
years imprisonment.

The phrase “or another country” 
is important. This allows a range of 
groups that support anti-colonial or 
national independence struggles to 
be proscribed. Under this law Nelson 
Mandela’s ANC or East Timor’s 
Fretilin could have been banned. 
Already the government has created 
a list of groups to be banned, which 
include Kurdish organisations, and 
Colombian guerrilla groups the ELN 
and FARC.

Secret Police
People will be able to be held 

incommunicado with no right to a 
lawyer and no contact with family or 
the outside world. People could face 
up to fi ve years in jail for refusing to 
answer questions, removing people’s 
right to silence.

Such powers would not be 
restricted to those suspected of ter-
rorism, but anyone who might have 
information regarding political-
ly motivated violence. This could 

include lawyers and journalists and 
children.

It is clear these laws will be used 
to further harass and intimidate the 
Islamic and Arab communities in 
Australia and as the “war on terror-
ism” continues this net has been wid-
ened to include anyone perceived as 
outside the establishment.

Terrorism or activism
Terrorism has replaced com-

munism or subversion as the justi-
fi cation for the secret snooping of 
intelligence agencies and the devel-
opment of powerful national security 
infrastructures.

Often these institutions have 
worked to shut down political dissent 
and criticism rather than pursue ter-
rorism. Following the rise of global 
social movements challenging corpo-
rate globalisation, these institutions 
have scrambled to gain new powers 
and greater resources.

The attacks on September 11, 
2001 in the US gave greater impe-
tus to this process with police and 
intelligence agencies arguing that 
terrorism and activism are the same 
problem and need to be approached 
in the same manner.

Terrorist acts
The current laws that include 

terrorism offences have the poten-
tial to be used to criminalise mili-
tant unionism and direct action from 
social movements. The Criminal 
Code was amended to create a defi ni-
tion of “terrorist act”, which includes 
actions that are made with “with the 
intention of advancing a political, 
religious or ideological cause”.

Such actions are not restricted 

to harm to persons, but also include 
serious damage to property or some-
thing that places at risk the health 
and safety of a section of the public.

The scope of the defi nition has 
been broadened even further to 
include any act that “seriously inter-
feres with, seriously disrupts, or 
destroys, an electronic system”.

An electronic system is defi ned 
broadly to include systems used in 
most areas of industry, such as infor-
mation systems, telecommunica-
tions, fi nancial systems, the delivery 
of essential government services, 

essential public utilities, and trans-
port systems.

While there is an exemption for 
industrial action and lawful advo-
cacy, protest or dissent, such an 
exemption does not cover a range of 
industrial actions such as the effec-
tive picketing of the MUA dispute or 
a range of civil disobedience.

It is easy to imagine that a picket 
line or civil disobedience could be 
labelled as terrorist and these laws 
used to criminalise political opposi-
tion to government policy. 

Adelaide

October Revolution
Saturday 28 October 4pm - 8pm
Semaphore Workers’ Club – 59 Esplanade Semaphore

Come and celebrate 100 years with us!
$15/$10 – food included plus door prize, music and dancers
Speakers:  Peter Goer – ABC Radio personality

Warren Smith – MUA Federal Asst Secretary
Martin O’Malley – Former Secretary CFMEU SA

Tickets/info: Bob 0418 894 366 Michael 0417 803 420
Organised by the CPA, CPA-ML, and Social Alliance
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The Community and Public 
Sector Union (CPSU) has con-
demned the Turnbull government 
for its decision to allow multina-
tional company Serco to operate a 
Centrelink call centre, saying the 
move will put thousands of vul-
nerable Australians at risk.

Human Services Minister Alan 
Tudge has announced Serco sub-
sidiary Serco Citizen Services will 
begin operating a Centrelink call 
centre in Melbourne within weeks, 
with 250 full-time equivalent staff.

CPSU national secretary Nadine 
Flood said: “This deal hatched by 
the Turnbull government is an abso-
lute disaster for Centrelink and the 
thousands of vulnerable Australians 
who rely on the agency. Serco is a 
tax-avoiding multinational parasite, 
plain and simple, that profi ts from 
downgrading public services and 
underpaying the people who pro-
vide them. Everything they touch 
sees services suffer.

“Trusting the highly sensitive 
needs and information handled by 
Centrelink staff to a private operator 
is scary in itself and this situation 
is even worse. We’re deeply con-
cerned at the prospect of Centrelink 
clients being dealt with by a com-
pany that runs private prisons and 
Australia’s immigration detention 
centres.”

Centrelink services have already 
been run into the ground as the 
Turnbull government has slashed 
more than 5,000 permanent jobs 
from the Department of Human 
Services. The number of unan-
swered calls has climbed rapidly as 

the government has continued cut-
ting, with more than 42 million calls 
going unanswered just last fi nancial 
year alone.

The union says this latest deci-
sion comes straight out of the con-
servative politics playbook. The 
Turnbull government has cut deeply 
at Centrelink, and is now trying to 
use the appalling service standards 
it has caused as justifi cation for pri-
vatising a critical public service.

“We are seeking an urgent meet-
ing with the department seeking 
more information on this dubious 
arrangement,” said Flood. “Clearly 
this deal has been kept secret for 
some time if Serco is planning to be 
hooked into Centrelink’s systems in 
just a few weeks. Providing Serco 
with even the most basic access to 
client records would be giving the 
company a frightening amount of 
personal information.

“Centrelink clients need real 
help, such as that they are given by 
our members who have permanent 
jobs in the department and there-
fore the proper training and expe-
rience to actually resolve peoples’ 
problems. A private call centre 
that’s designed merely to make the 
department’s call waiting times look 
better isn’t going to genuinely help 
anyone.”

Serco’s arrival is also yet anoth-
er attack by the government on 
hard-working DHS staff. The CPSU 
points out that they have been under 
an unrelenting attack through a 
four-year wage freeze and whole-
sale cuts, so this latest move is 
adding insult to injury. 
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Union support on mental health
World Mental Health Day 
(October 9) is a reminder that a 
recent Transport Workers’ Union 
(TWU) survey found over one 
in fi ve truck drivers have said 
they experienced mental health 
problems.

That is why the TWU is help-
ing tackle mental health issues 
across the transport industry with 
a partnership with Beyond Blue 
and training across the union to 
ensure organisers and delegates are 
equipped to deal with mental health 
issues among workers.

The initiative will also move 
towards engagement of employers 
and clients on developing work-
place policies on mental health.

There are many reasons why 
transport workers are more vul-
nerable than other professions to 
mental health problems: long hours 
away from family and the stresses 
that puts on relationships; low pay 
and poor working conditions; and in 

the case of truck drivers, high injury 
and fatality rates.

The TWU says that this initia-
tive will seek to provide support 
to those living with mental health 
problems but also to make recom-
mendations on what needs to be 
done to tackle them.

The survey of over 4,000 truck 
drivers found 918 stating they expe-
rienced mental health issues. A pre-
vious survey shows truck drivers 
have a 7-per-cent higher chance of 
developing depression than other 
Australians.

Suicide rates are also high 
among truck drivers. A study by 
Deakin University showed 323 
truck drivers committed suicide 
between 2001 and 2010. An analy-
sis by the Victorian coroner’s court 
shows truck drivers had the highest 
number of suicides out of any other 
profession, with 53 drivers taking 
their own lives between 2008 to 
2014.

There are particular pressures 
on truck drivers which makes the 
job Australia’s deadliest and is 
the reason why one in three work-
ers killed last year was a transport 
worker.

Often the cause of this pres-
sure is the role played by retailers 
and manufacturers which continu-
ally lower their transport costs, 
fi nancially squeezing for transport 
companies and drivers and forcing 
a race to the bottom in the industry. 
Because of this drivers are forced 
to speed, drive long hours and skip 
breaks just to support their families.

For anyone experiencing mental 
health issues please call 1300 
DRIVER or Beyond Blue on 1300 
22 4636. The hotline is a terrifi c 
tool for drivers who may need help 
and who either cannot afford to visit 
a professional or fi nd they need 
assistance when away from home 
and on the road. 

Exploitation Updates
Reports of abusive conduct on the picket line outside Glencore 
Oaky North mine, where hundreds of Australian miners have been 
locked out of work, are being used as a distraction from the real 
battle to save Aussie jobs. October 11 marked Day 100 on the 
picket line outside the mine because its foreign owner Glencore 
– which pays no Australian taxes - refuses to return to the nego-
tiating table with its local workers. The CFMEU has issued 
guidelines to those protesting on the picket line and does not con-
done offensive behaviour. Stephen Smyth, District president for 
the CFMEU Mining and Energy Division Queensland, said legiti-
mate allegations of abuse should be taken to the police, not the 
media. “Almost 200 Australian families have been hung out to dry 
by the mine’s foreign owners as the miners – many of them prima-
ry bread-winners - enter day 100 of the dispute,” Mr Smyth said. 
The CFMEU claims the foreign multi-national company is mov-
ing to replace its permanent workforce at the Central Queensland 
mine with casual contractors. The majority of workers recently vot-
ed against an enterprise agreement which they say will erode their 
rights and conditions around workplace representation, dispute 
procedures and severance and retrenchment. Glencore’s revenue 
from Australian coal operations jumped from US$1.77 billion to 
US$3.1 billion in the last half year. Their cash profi t on every tonne 
of coal produced was around 41 per cent. The CFMEU says the 
company is trying to strip back hard fought for and won work con-
ditions which can impact on safety and lives.

The ACTU has condemned the decision of the Turnbull govern-
ment to back cuts to penalty rates, after the Federal Court turned 
down attempts to protect the pay of low-paid workers. The decision 
confi rms the rules are broken for working people. 700,000 people 
in retail, pharmacy and hospitality will suffer a government-backed 
wage cut, while wage growth is at record lows, and 40 percent of 
people are in insecure work. The Turnbull government’s support 
for cutting penalty rates, backed by big business, is already having 
an impact on people who can least afford it, while the government 
continues to push tax cuts for big businesses. The government 
sided with corporations and against working people when it voted 
down an attempt to reverse the cuts, and today’s decision comes 
as yet another blow to families who don’t deserve and can’t afford 
a pay cut. The government’s wage cuts are already spreading to 
other sectors, as workers in the hairdressing industry are being 
forced to defend their weekend and public holiday penalty rates.

Tax-avoiding parasite
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Llina Flynn

More than a year after the roll 
out of the trial National Disability 
Insurance Scheme (NDIS) on 
Palm Island, the local com-
munity is still bearing the costs 
of caring for people with dis-
ability. According to Palm Island 
Community Company (PICC) 
chief executive Rachel Atkinson, 
the “hidden costs” of establishing 
the NDIS have “not been account-
ed for by the government.”

“There was a three-month gap 
between when the block-funding 
model ended and the money from the 
new NDIS packages came through,” 
she said. “Our organisation had to 
keep paying the salaries of the dis-
ability support staff out of our work-
ing capital. We had a moral and 
ethical responsibility to deliver serv-
ices to people. We can’t rely on the 
families to do all the work.

“Then when the NDIS funding 
came through, the costs of training 
staff, as well as management and 
support costs, were not funded by 
the NDIS.

“The total cost so far has been 
nearly $200,000, which is a lot of 
money for an Aboriginal community 
service.” Atkinson said the biggest 

cost was getting skilled workers on 
board and trained to a high level.

“Trained workers need to have 
a blue and yellow card to work with 
people with disability,” she said. “We 
also needed to pay for vehicles and 
equipment. The on costs of manage-
ment and the time spent by workers 
making fi le notes and reporting were 
not covered.

“If a worker works with a client 
for two hours, the two hours of salary 
and fuel costs are all that’s covered.”

Remote areas 
Atkinson said she is concerned 

for other Aboriginal communities in 
remote areas as the NDIS continues 
to be rolled out. “Other organisa-
tions may not be able to cover these 
costs,” she said.

“The government didn’t send 
any consultants to us before the trial 
began, but a recent report said it 
spent nearly $30 million on consult-
ants over the last two years.

“Where is the benefi t of this con-
sultation? It would have been smart-
er to have given us some money, I 
guarantee we would have had a 
better outcome.”

The Aust ra l ian  Bureau 
of Statistics has reported that 
Indigenous people had higher rates 

of disability than other people 
across all age groups. And AbSec, 
the NSW peak body for Aboriginal 
children and families, is concerned 
Indigenous people with disability in 
NSW are missing out on the NDIS.

Atkinson said she was worried 
that Aboriginal people will again be 
the ones left out by this new model 
of funding for people with disabil-
ity. “Until we put disability into the 
limelight, we will get second-class 
services,” she said

“If we don’t get it right, it will 
perpetuate the status quo, with differ-
ent standards for Aboriginal people.”

Atkinson said when Medicare 
was introduced, the ability for 
Aboriginal people to access services 
was “abysmal”.

“Then we got smarter and had 
the Closing the Gap initiative and 
the Aboriginal Medical Services 
and Medicare item numbers for 
Aboriginal patients,” she said.

“The NDIS is going to be a chal-
lenge for our communities. The gov-
ernment needs to give seed funding 
until it becomes a viable business. If 
it’s diffi cult then it’s the clients who 
will miss out.”
Koori Mail 

Australia

Australia’s Race Discrimination Commissioner Dr Tim Soutphom-
masane has brought the anti-racism message home, launch-
ing a set of advertisements for broadcast on national TV and for 
streaming to millions of desktop computers and hand-held devic-
es around the country. The campaign depicts casual racism in the 
workplace and the provision of goods and services. “Independent 
research has found that racist incidents frequently occur at work 
and while people are doing everyday things such as catching a 
bus, riding a train, or fl agging a taxi,” Soutphommasane said. “We 
know, too, that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and 
people with an African background experience extremely high lev-
els of racial discrimination. We hope this campaign helps create 
a culture where people are able to identify racism and have the 
confi dence and tools to act appropriately and safely when it does 
occur.”

While on the Human Rights Commission, it should be kept in 
mind that the body has expressed continuing and deep con-
cern about the abuse of young people in detention. As Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Commissioner June Oscar put it: “The 
focus on punitive measures is failing young people. A much better 
approach is to focus on effective early intervention, prevention and 
diversion programs.” And the National Children’s Commissioner, 
Megan Mitchell, points out that Australia has around 900 chil-
dren and young people in youth justice detention at any one 
time. “This issue is clearly not restricted to one state or territory,” 
Mitchell says. “Children and young people in youth justice deten-
tion are entitled to serve their time free from abuse. We must learn 
from the Royal Commission into the Protection and Detention of 
Children in the Northern Territory and from the Royal Commission 
into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse to ensure that 
institutions embed a culture that safeguards children’s rights.”

Lock the Gate Alliance says the National Energy Summit should 
focus on ending the gas export dash and on growing renewable 
energy in order to fi x energy policy while protecting land and water 
from fracking. “We can ensure we are looking after both Australia’s 
energy needs and our agricultural needs by getting gas exports 
under control and by allowing renewable energy to fl ourish,” 
Lock the Gate spokesperson Phil Laird said. “Lock the Gate wel-
comes the announcement from Bill Shorten at the National Energy 
Summit that Labor would extend the water trigger to shale gas. 
“Shale gas is every bit as risky as CSG and it is past time that 
shale and tight gas are subject to the water trigger.” The water 
trigger and state fracking regulations have come about because 
farmers and regional communities have stood up to protect their 
land and water for our food security and that of future generations. 
The federal government’s approach of blaming farmers to try and 
distract from the mismanagement of gas exports is not the answer. 
Australia has a gas export problem, plain and simple. Most of the 
gas being drilled from farmers’ land is being sent overseas while 
domestic customers are left paying top dollar.

Artwork: Micheline Lee

Concerns over costs of NDIS

No basis in evidence
The Australian Lawyers Alliance 
says that there is no evidence 
that proposed changes to the 
process of gaining Australian 
citizenship would improve the 
country’s national security. The 
Commonwealth last month began 
a push for sweeping changes to 
be made to Australia’s citizen-
ship laws, which would central-
ise power with the Immigration 
Minister, undermine the rule of 
law and possibly put Australia 
in breach of its international 
obligations.

ALA spokesperson, Dr Andrew 
Morrison, said the Bill should not 
be passed.

“The attempt by the majority 
report of the Senate committee to 
link grants of citizenship to ongoing 
national security concerns has no 
basis in evidence,” Morrison said. 
“Security agencies including ASIO 
and the Australian Federal Police 
made no submission to support the 
contention that these citizenship 
reforms would enhance national 
security.”

The ALA said that while 
national security considerations 
are important, simply raising the 
issue without providing evidence 
to support claims the govern-
ment is making what appears to 
be fear mongering, seeking to fool 
Australians into accepting reduced 
rights for themselves as well as 
fellow and future citizens. 

If passed, the changes to citizen-
ship processes could in fact place 

Australia in breach of international 
obligations.

The majority report claims to 
be responding to broad commu-
nity concern in recommending that 
the Bill be passed. However, of 
the 13,000 submissions made to 
the inquiry, less than 0.001% of all 
submissions actually supported the 
proposed reforms, according to the 
dissenting report authored by Labor 
senators. That 0.001% included 
a submission by the government 
itself, through the Department of 
Immigration and Border Protection.

“The Bill could actually put 
Australia in breach of its interna-
tional obligations, including by 
potentially leaving people stateless, 
by failing to ensure adequate pro-
tections for children and by having 
a discriminatory impact”.

Morrison said that the proposals 
would also unreasonably centralise 
decision-making power and under-
mine the rule of law in Australia.

“The Commonwealth has not 
made the case that these citizenship 
reforms are necessary,” Morrison 
said. “These changes will under-
mine the rule of law and the sepa-
ration of powers, required by the 
Constitution. They will centralise 
even more power with one indi-
vidual – Peter Dutton, the Minister 
for Immigration and Border 
Protection.”

The ALA noted in their submis-
sion to the inquiry, “Centralising 
power in this way also foments sus-
picion of, and facilitates, corruption 

that could persist unchecked and 
uncorrected”.

The Bill would dramati-
cally expand the availability of 
Ministerial discretion in citizenship 
decisions, and reduce the ability of 
applicants to review the use of that 
discretion where the Minister claims 
it has been used in the public inter-
est. This would include allowing the 
Minister to revoke citizenship that 
had already been granted. This sig-
nifi cant power would be effectively 
unreviewable.

Morrison said the Minister 
would also be empowered to 
overturn Administrative Appeals 
Tribunal decisions under this Bill, if 
he felt it was in the public interest.

“This deeply offends notions 
of justice,” Morrison said. “The 
public interest test is so broad as 
to effectively permit the Minister 
to do what he or she pleases. The 
reason courts and tribunals exist 
is to ensure politics is kept out of 
decision-making which has the 
potential to change an individual’s 
life. There is nothing in the Bill 
that would ensure such revocations 
were not made for political reasons 
rather than because they were fair 
and right, or even based on simple 
mistakes.

“Contrary to the majority 
report’s fi ndings, an obligation 
on the Minister to table adverse 
decisions in parliament is no sub-
stitute for a rigorous and independ-
ent review process,” Dr Morrison 
said. 
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Lowell B Denny

In Dorothy Healey’s memoir, 
California Red: A Life in the 
American Communist Party, she 
refl ected on the 1949 Foley Square 
Trial in which the federal gov-
ernment targeted the leadership 
of the Communist Party USA 
(CPUSA) under the Smith Act for 
supposedly advocating the violent 
overthrow of the government. 
Healey wrote:

“One of the most depressing 
aspects of the trial was that unlike 
the great political cases of the 
’20s and ’30s, like that of Sacco 
and Vanzetti or of the Scottsboro 
Boys, or even the hearings of the 
Hollywood Ten in 1947, there was 
almost no public outcry. Liberals 
were divided, demoralised, or worse 
yet, in some instances enlisting on 
the side of our prosecutors ... As the 
’50s began, it seemed to us we were 
on our own.”

The trial, Dennis et al v. United 
States, represented an escalation of 
the US government’s tactical war 
against the CPUSA by harassing, 
hunting down, deporting, indict-
ing, and locking up the leadership 
of a domestic political party. The 
government did not stop at Foley 
Square; as Healey notes, subpoenas 
soon followed to sweep up her and 
other local party leaders. Many, like 
Healey herself, went underground. 
Between 1949 and 1957, over 144 
Communist Party members were 
ultimately indicted, sentenced to 
long prison terms, and fi ned $10,000 
each (equivalent to over $100,000 in 
today’s money).

Why the story of the US govern-
ment attempting to liquidate a legal 
political party while at the same 
time it was lecturing other coun-
tries about human rights, free elec-
tions, and political prisoners is not 
better known is probably because 
it undermines the US myth that the 
country occupies the moral ground 
globally. Obscuring the complicity of 
the two major parties in perpetuat-
ing the Red Scare prosecutions feeds 
the image of alternating left and right 
wing government at the head of this 
empire.

The roots of the Dennis pros-
ecutions go at least as far back as 
the early 1920s when the Russian 
Revolution sent shock waves roll-
ing over Western elites, especially 
in the US. The government cam-
paign against radicals, which fi rst 
made a splash with the impris-
onment of Socialist Party leader 
Eugene Debs during World War I, 
was the forerunner of the infamous 
COINTELPRO of the 1960s and 
’70s, when even assassination was 
deployed against Black and First 
Nations activists.

Long before the current occupant 
of the White House, his kindred spir-
its, like J Edgar Hoover of the FBI, 
were already vowing to “take their 
country back.”

At any rate, the Red Scare, the 
anti-communist witch hunts, and 

the Foley Square Trial were to have 
the desired result of gutting CPUSA 
membership and bankrupting the 
party. In states like Hawaii, where 
the party had been vibrant, the fed-
eral trial in Honolulu all but erased 
any signs it had ever existed.

All that pre-history brings us to 
a new book from author Lisa Davis 
which adds even more disturb-
ing information about the nature of 
that infamous trial from one of its 
unknown provocateurs. The title, 
Undercover Girl: The Lesbian 
Informant Who Helped the FBI Bring 
Down the Communist Party, sums 
up the crux of the book – Informant, 
FBI, Communist Party, Lesbian.

One of the reasons for Healey’s 
lament, that there was no one around 
to support the party as the govern-
ment escalated its political war 
against, it can be traced to the young, 
white female photographer in New 
York whose perjury Davis, a profes-
sor for the City University of New 
York, chronicles.

Angela Calomiris, previously 
unknown as a fi gure in the drama 
of the Cold War, played everyone, 
and she seems to have done so right 
up to the end. J Edgar Hoover and 
his G-men who paid her, Eleanor 
Roosevelt who tried to make a celeb-
rity of her, the WPA Photo League 
that hired her, the New York Police 
Department, and at least a part of the 
Communist Party.

Due to sustained government 
attacks, the CPUSA had by the end 
of the 1940s begun to shift its inter-
nal tactics – to its own detriment.

How Calomiris caused such 
harm to the party is vividly detailed 
in Davis’ book, and it is not so much 
a testament to Calomiris herself – 
she is neither especially brilliant nor 
particularly anti-communist. She’s 
more Scarlett O’Hara than Mata 
Hari. Her own turgid memoir, Red 
Masquerade, sensationalising her 
life “undercover,” was at best a fl ash 
in the pan, unmemorable, and not a 
door to even a second-rate writing 
career.

Calomiris’ ambition to make a 
buck at all costs and the FBI’s par-
anoia that Western capitalism was 
vulnerable to communist ideolo-
gy, made their marriage ideal. But 
their union spawned some disastrous 
progeny for a radical party which 
had laid the seeds and supplied the 
fertiliser for the industrial trade 
union and Black civil rights move-
ments. The seismic rupture resulting 
from the government’s witch hunt 
would have horrible consequences 
for both movements in the long-term.

Combine the CPUSA’s own 
growing paranoia about the fi bre of 
lesbian and gay communists in its 
ranks and you have the perfect storm 
for what Healey describes as essen-
tially a campaign of self-sabotage as 
the party looked within for signs of 
danger.

The indictment in the Foley 
Square Trial read that the CPUSA 
“conspired ... to teach and advocate 
the overthrow of the Government 

of the United States by force and 
violence.”

In the tradition of the Dred Scott 
Decision, the sanctioning of Jim 
Crow in the Plessy case, and the 
legitimisation of the internment of 
Japanese and Japanese-Americans 
in WW2, the United States Supreme 
Court affi rmed the Communist Party 
had no First Amendment rights.

Davis has unpacked the ele-
ments of this Foley Square case for 
her audience, who should be alarmed 
that the state – through both public 
institutions and quasi-secret ones – 
conspired to subvert a legal political 
movement.

She has written this book not for 
the scholarly journals laden with aca-
demic jargon, but rather for a mass 
audience who should have learned 
of this domestic terrorism in high 
school if we had a real breadth of 
political discussion in this country.

Put another way, Undercover 
Girl reads like a mass market piece 
of lesbian suspense fi ction overlay-
ing solid research, and this makes the 
book a page-turner. What else could 
you expect from the author of Under 
The Mink, a novel about lesbian and 
gay Greenwich Village subculture, 
pre-Stonewall? Davis’ work has also 
appeared in the journal Queer View 
Mirror 2.

The story and its characters 
are laden with duplicity. “Red 
Masquerade” would have been an 
appropriate title for the cast of char-
acters. It would have illuminated the 
nature of who they presented them-
selves to be versus who they really 
were.

Fittingly, Calomiris’ own 
memoir is a character in itself in 
the book – and the biggest con job 
of all. Apparently, it risked ruining 
the Feds’ case against the CPUSA by 
openly contradicting her own perju-
ry with more lies, and created new 
lies on top of all that. This worried 
her handlers, but not enough to stop 
paying her and collecting more lies.

Calomiris was on the make for 
a corrupt federal police agency that 
asked few questions. She duped the 
Feds, and the Feds duped her (she 
wanted a full-time job). They both 
duped the Communist Party and 
the Courts, and the presiding judge 
allowed the jury to be duped by 
openly defending Calomiris on the 
witness stand and silencing a defence 
witness for explaining the goals of 
the party.

Ironically, Calomiris was spared 
further collateral damage when the 
CPUSA turned in on itself, making 
the decision to offi cially expel lesbi-
ans and gays from its ranks on secu-
rity grounds.

The party leadership, accord-
ing to Davis, was split just enough 
to give Calomiris, the sexually 
ambiguous mole, a pass. Calomiris, 
only suspected of being a lesbian, 
remained on the inside where she 
was able to feed streams of misin-
formation and badly-woven lies up 
the chain of the secret police right to 
Hoover’s desk. For this, she was paid 

and paid regularly, a fact which she 
was allowed to hide from the jury 
(with help from the judge).

Many other party members 
weren’t so lucky. Healey recounts in 
her memoir that as Communist Party 
chair in California, she was given the 
task of expelling Harry Hay, an out 
gay man, who had been a member 
and organiser of the party for over 
17 years and been put in charge of 
Marxist education locally.

She describes this decision, with 
the absolution that only memoir 
affords. The expulsion, and others 
like it, was “a self-infl icted wound” 
to the party, according to Healey.

Acknowledging this indis-
criminate purge of lesbian and gay 
Communists, however, does not 
come with a shred of hindsight or 
refl ection as to why the Foley Square 
trial defendants found themselves 
feeling they “were on our own.”

Both Davis and Healey note in 
detail Hay’s subsequent militant 
activism as a leader in radical gay 
liberation movements. He went on 
to found the nation’s fi rst gay rights 
organisation, the Mattachine Society 
(which he would also be forced to 
leave due to anti-communist para-
noia) and the Radical Faeries.

Further irony is to be found 
in the fact that the anti-gay purge 
within the CP was being carried 
out at the same time the Feds were 
expelling lesbians and gays from 
federal service and while the UAW 
and CIO were expelling communists.

Not wanting to miss an opportu-
nity to exploit as many prejudices as 
she could, Calomiris even used the 
party’s work with the Black commu-
nity to fan the fl ames of J Edgar’s 
witch hunt.

When CP National Board 
member Henry Winston, a long-time 

Black party leader, was on the wit-
ness stand testifying about his rea-
sons for joining the Communist 
Party, it was the presiding judge 
who, wanting to create a different 
narrative, kept cutting him off.

Calomiris, who seemed to take 
a Bull Conner perspective on the 
“white” CP stirring up trouble among 
Blacks, also referenced “alleged 
lynchings,” as if these things were 
urban myths and Blacks were just 
being stirred up. In Red Masquerade, 
she went even further by employ-
ing old antebellum images of Black 
(Communists) threatening the sanc-
tity of white womanhood and racial 
purity.

Hay’s career trajectory is the 
inverse of Davis’ central villain.

Calomiris, who had no radical 
fi bre in her being, assimilated noth-
ing from the CP. She seeks to pro-
mote herself like any two-bit lawyer 
for any person willing to pay her 
and ends up living a comfortable life 
investing in real estate in the up-and-
coming Provincetown market.

Hay ends his life plunged into 
a manufactured controversy aimed 
at discrediting his lifetime of activ-
ism by those gay assimilationists he 
viewed as betraying gay liberation.

Calomiris’ hope to be a fulltime 
FBI agent is rejected.

From Davis’ vantage point, we 
see a cast of characters playing their 
assigned roles rather than standing 
for anything like what Americans 
are fond of calling “their ideals.” In 
fact, these characters seem to have 
no character at all.

We can take note of Healey’s 
lament that the Communists of the 
early 1950s felt alone and pledged 
not to repeat their errors.
People’s World 

Red masquerade
Helping the FBI take down the Communist Party

Due to sustained government attacks, 
the CPUSA had by the end of the 
1940s begun to shift its internal 
tactics – to its own detriment.
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1940: In England Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill creates the secret stay-
behind army Special Operations Executive 
(SOE) to set Europe ablaze by assisting 
resistance movements and carrying out sub-
versive operations in enemy held territory. 
After the end of World War Two the stay-
behind armies are created on the experiences 
and strategies of SOE with the involvement 
of former SOE offi cers.

1944: London and Washington agree on 
the importance of keeping Western Europe 
free from Communism. In Greece a large 
Communist demonstration taking place in 
Athens against British interference in the post 
war government is dissolved by gunfi re of 
secret soldiers leaving 25 protesters dead and 
148 wounded.

1945: In Finland Communist Interior 
Minister Leino exposes a secret stay-behind 
which is being closed down.

1947: In the United States President Harry 
Truman creates the National Security Council 
(NSC) and the Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA). The covert action branch of the CIA, 
the Offi ce of Policy Coordination (OPC) under 
Frank Wisner sets up stay-behind armies in 
Western Europe.

1947: In France Interior Minister Edouard 
Depreux reveals the existence of a secret stay-
behind army in France code-named “Plan 
Bleu“.

1947: In Austria a secret stay-behind is 
exposed which had been set up by right-wing 
extremists Soucek and Rössner. Chancellor 
Körner pardons the accused under mysterious 
circumstances.

1948: In France the “Western Union 
Clandestine Committee” (WUCC) is being 
created to coordinate secret unorthodox war-
fare. After the creation of NATO a year later 
the WUCC is being integrated into the military 
alliance under the name “Clandestine Planning 
Committee” (CPC).

1949: The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) is founded and the 
European headquarters is established in France.

1951: In Sweden CIA agent William Colby 
based at the CIA station in Stockholm supports 
the training of stay-behind armies in neutral 
Sweden and Finland and in the NATO mem-
bers Norway and Denmark.

1952: In Germany former SS offi cer Hans 
Otto reveals to the criminal police in the city of 
Frankfurt in Hessen the existence of the fascist 
German stay-behind army BDJ-TD. The arrest-
ed right-wing extremist are found not guilty 
under mysterious circumstances.

1953: In Sweden the police arrests right 
winger Otto Hallberg and discovers the 
Swedish stay-behind army. Hallberg is set 
free and charges against him are mysteriously 
dropped.

1957: In Norway the director of the secret 
service NIS, Vilhelm Evang, protests strongly 
against the domestic subversion of his country 
through the United States and NATO and tem-
porarily withdraws the Norwegian stay-behind 
army from the CPC meetings.

1958: In France NATO founds the Allied 
Clandestine Committee (ACC) to coordinate 
secret warfare and the stay-behind armies. 
When NATO establishes new European head-
quarters in Brussels the ACC under the code 
name SDRA11 is hidden within the Belgian 
military secret service SGR who has its head-
quarters next to NATO.

1960: In Turkey the military supported 
by secret armies stages a coup d’état and kill 
Prime Minister Adnan Menderes.

1961: In Algeria members of the French 
stay-behind and offi cers from the French War 
in Vietnam found the illegal Organisation 
Armee Secrete (OAS) and with CIA support 
stage a coup in Algiers against the French gov-
ernment of de Gaulle which fails.

1964: In Italy the secret stay-behind army 
Gladio is involved in a silent coup d’état when 
General Giovanni de Lorenzo in Operation 
Solo forces the Italian Socialist Ministers to 
leave the government.

1966: In Portugal the CIA sets up Aginter 
Press which under the direction of Captain 
Yves Guerin Serac runs a secret stay-behind 
army and trains its members in covert action 
techniques including hands on bomb terrorism, 
silent assassination, subversion techniques, 

clandestine communication and infi ltration and 
colonial warfare.

1967: In Greece the stay-behind army 
Hellenic Raiding Force takes over control 
over the Greek Defence Ministry and starts 
a military coup d’état installing a right wing 
dictatorship.

1970: In Spain right wing terrorists includ-
ing Stefano delle Chiaie of the Gladio stay-
behind army are hired by Franco’s secret 
police. They had fl ed Italy following an abort-
ed coup during which right-wing extremist 
Valerio Borghese had ordered the secret army 
to occupy the Interior Ministry in Rome.

1971: In Turkey the military stages a coup 
d’état and takes over power. The stay-behind 
army Counter-Guerrilla engages in domestic 
terror and kills hundreds.

1974: In Italy a massacre during an anti-
fascist demonstration in Brescia kills eight and 
injures and maims 102, while a bomb in the 
Rome to Munich train “Italicus Express”, kills 
12 and injures and maims 48.

1974: In Denmark the secret stay-behind 
army Absalon tries in vain to prevent a group 
of leftist academics from becoming members 
of the directing body of the Danish Odense 
University whereupon the secret army is 
exposed.

1976: In Germany in the secret service 
BND secretary Heidrun Hofer is arrested after 
having revealed the secrets of the German stay-
behind army to her husband who was a spy of 
the Soviet secret service KGB.

1977: In Turkey the stay-behind army 
Counter-Guerrilla attacks a demonstration 
of 500,000 in Istambul by opening fi re at the 
speaker’s platform leaving 38 killed and hun-
dreds injured.

1977: In Spain the secret stay-behind army 
with support of Italian right-wing terrorists car-
ries out the Atocha massacre in Madrid and in 
an attack on a lawyer’s offi ce closely linked to 
the Spanish Communist party kill fi ve people.

1978: In Italy former Prime Minister and 
leader of the Christian Democratic Party, Aldo 
Moro, is taken hostage in Rome by an armed 
secret unit and killed 55 days later because he 
wanted to include the Italian Communists in 
the government.

1980: In Italy a bomb explodes in the wait-
ing room of the second class at the Bologna 
railway station, killing 85 and seriously injur-
ing and maiming a further 200. Investigators 
trace the crime back to right-wing terrorists.

1980: In Turkey the commander of the 
stay-behind army Counter-Guerrilla, General 
Kenan Evren, stages a military coup and seizes 
power.

1981: In Germany a large stay-behind arse-
nal is discovered near the German village of 
Uelzen in the Lüneburger Heide. Right-wing 
extremists are alleged to have used the arsenal 
in the previous year to carry out a massacre 
during the Munich October bear festival killing 
13 and wounding 213.

1984: In Turkey the stay-behind army 
Counter-Guerrilla fi ghts against the Curds and 
kills and tortures thousands in the following 
years.

1984: In Italy right-wing terrorist Vincenzo 
Vinciguerra in court reveals Operation Gladio 
and the involvement of NATO’s stay-behind 
army in acts of terrorism in Italy designed to 
discredit the communists. He is sentenced to 
life and imprisoned.

1985: In Belgium a secret army attacks 
and shoots shoppers in supermarkets randomly 
in the Brabant county killing 28 and leaving 
many wounded. Investigations link the terror 
to a conspiracy among the Belgian stay-behind 
SDRA8, the Belgian Gendarmerie SDRA6, 
the Belgian right-wing group Westland New 
Post, and the Pentagon secret service Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA).

1990: In Italy judge Felice Casson dis-
covers documents on Operation Gladio in 
the archives of the Italian military secret 
service in Rome and forces Prime Minister 
Giulio Andreotti to confi rm the existence of 
a secret army within the state to parliament. 
As Andreotti insists that Italy had not been the 
only country involved in the conspiracy the 
secret anti-communist stay-behind armies are 
discovered across Western Europe.

1990: In Switzerland Colonel Herbert 
Alboth, a former commander of the Swiss 
secret stay-behind army P26, in a confi den-
tial letter to the Defence Department declares 
that he is willing to reveal “the whole truth“. 

Thereafter he is found in his house stabbed 
with his own military bayonet. The detailed 
parliamentary report on the Swiss secret army 
is being presented to the public on November 
17.

1991: In Sweden the media reveals that 
a secret stay-behind army existed in neu-
tral Finland with an exile base in Stockholm. 
Finnish Defence Minister Elisabeth Rehn calls 
the revelations “a fairy tale”, adding cautiously 
“or at least an incredible story, of which I know 
nothing.”

1991: In the United States the National 
Security Archive at the George Washington 
University in Washington fi les a Freedom of 
Information request concerning the secret stay-
behind armies with the CIA in the interest of 
public information and scientifi c research. The 
CIA rejects the request with the standard reply: 
“The CIA can neither confi rm nor deny the 
existence or non-existence of records respon-
sive to your request.”

1995: In England the London based 
Imperial War Museum in the permanent exhi-
bition “Secret Wars” reveals, next to a big 
box full of explosives, that the MI6 and SAS 
had set up stay-behind armies across Western 
Europe.

1995: In Italy the Senate commis-
sion headed by Senator Giovanni Pellegrino 
researching Operation Gladio and the assas-
sination of former Prime Minister Aldo Moro 
fi les a FOIA request with the CIA. The CIA 
rejects the request and replies: “The CIA can 
neither confirm nor deny the existence or 
non-existence of records responsive to your 
request.”

1996: In Austria stay-behind arms caches 
set up by the CIA are discovered. For the 
Austrian government Oliver Rathkolb of 
Vienna University fi les a FOIA request con-
cerning the secret stay-behind armies with the 
CIA. The CIA rejects the request and replies: 
“The CIA can neither confi rm nor deny the 
existence or non-existence of records respon-
sive to your request.”
globalresearch.ca 

NATO’s Stay-Behind Armies
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NASHVILLE: On October 5, 
Nashville, the capital city of the 
US state of Tennessee, took the 
momentous step of recognising 
the second Monday in October 
as Indigenous Peoples’ Day. The 
decision by city council follows an 
October 1 proclamation signed 
by Mayor Megan Barry declaring 
the same.

The mayor’s far-reaching 
proclamation states that “the City 
of Nashville has a responsibili-
ty to oppose the systematic racism 
towards Indigenous people in the 
United States, which perpetuates 
high rates of poverty and income 
inequality, exacerbating dispro-
portionate health, education, and 
social crises.” It further reads, in 
part, that the “actions and policies of 
European colonisers of the Americas 
destroyed” much of the cultures 
and the Indigenous peoples of the 
Americas.

The proclamation also states 
that it is “fi tting and proper that the 
Metropolitan Government com-
memorate Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day in Nashville in recognition of 
Indigenous peoples as native to these 
lands, and the suffering they faced 
following European conquest of their 
land.”

The Metro Council resolu-
tion was sponsored by Councilman 
Brett Withers and co-sponsored by 
Council members Fabian Bedne, 
Nancy VanReece, Mina Johnson, 
and Scott Davis. The measure passed 
26-5, with seven abstentions.

The initial movement for the 
local recognition of Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day was started by a stu-
dent activist, Justin Jones, of Fisk 
University in Nashville. Jones con-
tacted certain members of Metro 
Council who took the fi rst steps. He 
began efforts on the initiative over a 
year ago.

Two weeks before the vote, 
several dozen protesters gathered 
outside of the Metro Courthouse 
on September 19, for the biweek-
ly meeting of the Nashville City 
Council. The purpose was to have 
a “dress rehearsal” of the demon-
stration that was being planned 

for the October 3 council meeting. 
Demonstrators called for a change 
of Columbus Day to Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day.

Among the protest signs were 
slogans including “Our country was 
stolen, but we are still here,” and 
“No Columbus Day! Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day, Yes!” One protester 
said the purpose of the early dem-
onstration was to “give the council 
members a couple of weeks to think 
about things.”

When the council voted on 
October 3, there were in fact more 
protesters present than at the prior 
demonstration two weeks earlier. In 
fact, it was one of the largest ever 
protests, on Native issues, for the 
city. The demonstration started with 
a traditional Native American prayer 
by Lou White Eagle, a Cheyenne 
spiritual leader.

With the passing of the 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day Resolution, 
this was a de facto recognition and 
honouring of Native people over 
the sullied memory of Christopher 
Columbus, seen as a purveyor of 
genocide and slavery. This was in 
fact a pointed refusal to recognise 
Columbus Day and constituted a his-
toric victory for Indigenous people.

Nashville is the fi rst large city in 
the South and the fi rst state capital 
in the South to recognise Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day. It joins the rapid-
ly growing ranks of over 26 other 
cities across the nation, including 
Berkeley, Denver, Albuquerque, 
Santa Fe, Phoenix, Seattle, Los 
Angeles, Minneapolis, and Bangor, 
Maine, to name a few.

A celebration was held by 
the local Native community on 
October 9 to properly observe this 
first Indigenous Peoples’ Day in 
Nashville. All of the city was invited 
to attend.

This is a history-making step 
forward for the city of Nashville. 
Moreover, it is a triumph for all 
the people of Nashville in that cit-
izens of all races and backgrounds 
were involved in the demonstra-
tions for recognition of this historic 
recognition.
People’s World 

Indigenous Peoples’ Day

France

Millions take to the streets

Fukushima compensation

For the fi rst time since 2007, all 
nine public-sector unions – which 
represent around 5.4 million 
workers – called their members 
out to protest against new labour 
laws eroding working condi-
tions, as well as plans to slash 
the number of civil servants by 
120,000 over the next fi ve years.

“We are going to remind [Mr 
Macron] that there’s the bubble 
he lives in and there’s the real 
world,” said union federation 
General Confederation of Labour 
(Confédération générale du travail
– CGT) leader Philippe Martinez. 
The Education Ministry claimed 
that 17 percent of teachers were on 
strike, though news reports sug-
gested up to 50 percent may have 
walked out.

And several schools in Paris and 
around the country were shut down 
by students blocking the entrances 
in solidarity with the unions.

“They unravel all the social 
protections supposed to protect 
the weakest and the workers,” said 
Sandrine Amoud, a teacher on strike 

in Paris. Nurse Beatrice Vieval said 
her Paris hospital has seen three 
recent suicides among staff, and she 
fears that government plans to cut 
public servant jobs and to freeze 
wages “will make the situation 
worse.”

She said she already feels 
squeezed by increasing cutbacks 
– “wages are frozen, hospital con-
ditions are deteriorated, staff are 
depleted by reorganising services.”

Philosophy student Amado 
Lebaube said the attack on work-
ing conditions had already hurt 
consumers of public services, and 
could threaten his ability to stay in 
school.

He expressed thanks for teach-
ers, student housing aid and govern-
ment scholarships, adding: “I can 
study today because there are public 
services in this country.”

And union federation Workers’ 
Force (Force Ouvrière – FO) gen-
eral secretary Jean-Claude Mailly 
called on the president to stop “aus-
terity” policies toward public serv-
ants during a protest in the city of 

Lyon, one of 130 mobilisations 
across the country.

Police clashed with protesters 
in the Place de la Nation in eastern 
Paris, using tear gas and batons. 
Several people could be seen with 
injuries.

Flagship carrier Air France says 
about 25 percent of domestic fl ights 
would be cancelled due to a walkout 
by air traffi c controllers.

Despite Mr Macron’s axe falling 
on private-sector workers too, the 
French Democratic Confederation 
of Labour (Confédération française 
démocratique du travail – CFDT), 
the largest union federation in 
the sector with historic ties to the 
Socialist Party, has been reluctant to 
join CGT protests against the law.

CFDT deputy secretary-general 
Veronique Descacq said the unions 
plan to meet again on October 24 to 
try to agree a strategy.

The CGT has already called 
another day of action on October 
19.
Morning Star 

Fukushima District Court Judge 
Hideki Kanazawa said the gov-
ernment had failed to order 
Tepco to improve safety measures 
despite knowing as early as 2002 
of a likelihood of a massive tsu-
nami in the region.

The tsunami that swept into the 
plant on March 11, 2011 knocked 
out the reactors’ cooling system and 
destroyed the backup generators that 
could have kept it running and kept 
the nuclear fuel stable.

The court ordered payouts for 
2,900 of the 3,800 plaintiffs, the 
largest group among about 30 simi-
lar lawsuits involving 12,000 people 
pending across Japan.

“The government’s inaction in 
exercising its regulatory authority 
[to order Tepco to take safety meas-
ures] was extremely unreasonable,” 
the judge said. It was the second 

judgement to hold the government 
accountable for the meltdown. 
Another dismissed claims against 
the state.

The court upheld the plaintiffs’ 
argument that the disaster could have 
been prevented if the economy and 
industry ministry had ordered Tepco 
to move emergency diesel genera-
tors from the basement to higher 
ground and make the reactor build-
ings watertight based on 2002 data 
that suggested there was a risk of a 
tsunami as high as 51 feet – the high-
est wave that hit was 43 feet high, 
overwhelming the 32-foot seawall.

It also upheld arguments by the 
plaintiffs that Tepco ignored another 
chance to take safety measures when 
a government study group warned in 
2008 of a major tsunami triggering a 
power failure at the plant.

But the ruling rejected residents’ 

requests that the radiation levels 
be returned to levels before the 
accident.

Nuclear Regulation Authority 
spokesman Kazuhiro Okuma told 
reporters that the authority plans to 
discuss whether to appeal against 
the ruling with other government 
agencies.

Last week, Tepco was given 
its fi rst approval to operate nuclear 
reactors since the Fukushima dis-
aster. The regulation authority said 
it could operate two reactors at the 
Kashiwazaki-Kariwa plant in north-
ern Japan, although it will receive 
opinions from the government and 
public before they can be restarted.

All 50 of Japan’s nuclear reac-
tors were taken offl ine after the dis-
aster but many were quickly restarted 
despite public opposition.
Morning Star 

Brisbane
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Finian Cunningham

Google is the latest US inter-
net company to claim it found 
“Russia-linked” advertisements 
on its network – allegedly posted 
to influence the US presiden-
tial election last year. Twitter 
and Facebook have already 
made similar claims and all 
three are now facing more scru-
tiny in the coming weeks before 
Congressional committees.

What is truly astounding about 
this hysteria over alleged Russian 
interference in US democracy is that 
American citizens are being distract-
ed from what is, by far, the much 
more alarming issue of how their 
government and Congress is bought 
by US big business.

Bloomberg reported this week 
that: “Google identifi es Russian elec-
tion interference network”. It said 
the internet giant found political ads 
worth $4,700 which it believes are 
“tied to the Russian government”. 
These ads, it is claimed, carried 
political articles which were meant 
to infl uence which way American 
citizens would vote in the presi-
dential contest between Democrat 
Hillary Clinton and Republican 
Donald Trump last November.

Google has reportedly said that 
another $53,000 worth of ads are 
“under review” for suspicion of 
being “linked” to the Russian gov-
ernment. This follows claims made 
by Facebook that it had earlier iden-
tified $100,000 spent on ads by 
Russian sources, while Twitter said 
it had located $274,000 worth of 
such ads. 

The Russian government has 
repeatedly rejected accusations that 
it tried to meddle in the US election. 
Moscow rightly highlights the dearth 
of any evidence and total lack of due 
legal process. The American allega-
tions have also whipped up a toxic 
climate to curb the legitimate media 
activities of Russian news channels.

Several issues about this 
“Russian meddling” trope are pat-
ently dodgy, yet are bizarrely 
overlooked.

The fi rst is that, as with other 
claims of Russian interference in 
the US election, no evidence is ever 
presented. Facebook, Twitter and 
Google are making vague claims 
of “accounts believed to be tied to 
the Russian government”. And the 
US news media simply repeat these 
nebulous claims without further 
question.

A second anomaly is that 
Congressional committees that have 
been investigating allegations of 
Russian interference have also not 
presented any evidence – after nearly 
nine months of intensive probing.

Senators Richard Burr and 
Mark Warner, who are heading 

up a select intelligence commit-
tee, made a “big presentation” last 
week in Washington on their fi nd-
ings. The “fi ndings” turned out to 
be an embarrassing anti-climax. The 
Congressmen admitted they found 
no evidence of “Russia collusion” in 
the election and baldly asserted that 
Moscow’s “infl uence campaign con-
tinues” which they will continue to 
investigate – no doubt at a huge cost 
to American taxpayers.

So, Russia is being accused of 
interfering in the presidential elec-
tions on the basis of the allegation 
alone, and yet American politicians 
are also contradicting themselves by 
saying that the alleged interference 
did not alter the vote outcome.

But here is the biggest absurd-
ity. The sums of money claimed to 
have been used by Russia to destabi-
lise US democracy are ridiculously 
minuscule. 

For argument sake, let’s go 
along with the claims that some-
how “Russian agents” took out ads 
on social media to infl uence the US 
election. Between Facebook, Twitter, 
and Google the expenditure amounts 
to about $300,000.

That fi gure is a pittance com-
pared with the avalanche of money 
that US corporations doled out to 
bankroll the election campaigns of 
the two candidates.

According to Bloomberg, Hillary 
Clinton’s election bid was leveraged 
with $1.2 billion from “Super-PACs” 
(Political Action Campaigns). Trump 
received less corporate money, rais-
ing a total of $647 million – or 
about half of what Clinton’s coffers 
received.

Now put those fi gures into per-
spective. The alleged Russian infl u-
ence ads costing around $300,000 
represent some 0.01 percent of 
what US corporations actually 
spent ($1.8 billion total) in promot-
ing either Clinton or Trump for the 
White House. In other words, the 
much speculated – and highly dubi-
ous – fi nancial outlay that Russian 
sources allocated to allegedly upset 
the American democratic process is 
negligible compared with the actual 
money spent by major American 
companies to determine the 2016 
election outcome.

While American media and poli-
ticians are endeavouring to get citi-
zens all worked up about “Kremlin 
meddling” the glaring fact is that 
their democratic process is subject 
to enormous US corporate infl uence. 
And not just the 2016 election. Every 
presidential cycle.

Note too that this is only taking 
into consideration the corporate lob-
bying in the presidential contest. 
Every year, it is calculated that US 
companies spend about $3 billion 
lobbying federal government and 
Congress. 

That is, every year, year after 
year, Big Business in America 
spends 10,000-fold on influenc-
ing lawmakers and government 
policy compared with the alleged 
ad campaign that Russia supposedly 
engaged in.

Another source of major infl u-
ence on American politicians are 
the lobby groups funded separately 
by the Israeli and Saudi government 
interests. Each year, these foreign 
states spend an estimated $5-7 mil-
lion on lobbying members of the US 
Congress and the federal govern-
ment. This is real money with real 
impact on US democracy as opposed 
to alleged Russian interference. 

Getting back to “lobbying” by 
US companies – some might call it 
bribery – among the biggest donors 
are the military manufacturing fi rms. 
According to American publica-
tion, The Hill, included in the top 50 
corporate lobbies plying Congress 
with campaign funds are Boeing, 
Lockheed Martin and Northrup 
Grumman.

Another major lobby – although 
not in the top 50 – is the National 
Rifl e Association.

Three recent events show how 
corporate money effectively buys 
American government policy.

President Trump is pushing for 
an overhaul of tax policy which will 
result in the biggest ever tax benefi t 
to corporate America. Secondly, with 
regard to the US military budget, the 
Congress is due to pass a record 
increase amounting to $700 billion 
annually. This largesse to Pentagon-
connected manufacturers like 
Lockheed Martin and Boeing is no 
doubt fuelled by Trump using reck-
less bellicose rhetoric towards North 
Korea, threatening war instead of a 
diplomatic solution.

Thirdly, in the aftermath of the 
latest mass shooting in Las Vegas 
– the worst ever in modern US his-
tory – in which 58 people were 
mowed down by a 64-year-old male 
shooter armed with an arsenal of 
assault rifl es in his hotel room, both 
the White House and Congress are 
adamant that “now is not the time 
to talk about gun control laws”. 
Congressional Republicans, in par-
ticular, are big recipients of NRA 
funding. Trump’s election campaign 
also reportedly received $30 million 
from the NRA.

In the gargantuan scale of cor-
porate funding and infl uence on US 
democracy, it is patently absurd for 
US media and politicians to chase 
after Russia for alleged meddling.

Then again, maybe not so 
absurd, if such a travesty serves to 
distract American citizens from the 
much more pressing issue of how 
their democracy is bought and sold 
by elite American interests.
Information Clearing House 

International

Democracy bought and sold

Georgia: On October 4, three workers at a windows and doors 
manufacturing company in Tbilisi, were violently beaten by securi-
ty guards, after their visit to the head of monitoring service, asking 
for a review of the calculation of their wages. Workers downed 
their tools as a sign of protest, during which security staff acted 
provocatively and called on the police. This was followed by the 
employer’s representative beating one more protester, an incident 
recorded by a supervisory camera. Three days later, the workers 
and the union were invited for negotiations, resulting in dismissal 
of those responsible for the beatings and the suspension of the 
labour contract of the chief of monitoring service. The revision of 
the labour and legal situation of the trade union, forcing manage-
ment to take all the recommendations into consideration, was also 
negotiated.

Myanmar: On October 8, a freelance jade miner died of a gun-
shot wound in Seik Mu village in Hpakant, Kachin State, following 
a confrontation between miners and police. This fatal incident 
occurred after a crowd of freelance miners, who make a liveli-
hood by scavenging for scraps of jade at open-face pits, gathered 
around the site entrance to protest the temporary closure of 
the mine by its contractors, the 111-mining fi rm. This is the lat-
est casualty in a series of violent episodes and controversies at 
the jade-rich mines in the Sagaing and Kachin regions. But this 
is not the fi rst time this situation has occurred. In May, four min-
ers were shot dead and seven seriously wounded when security 
forces opened fi re on freelance miners who had been barred from 
scavenging for jade scraps at a site in Khamti Township, Sagaing 
Division. Observers say the jade mining business in the region is 
uncontrolled and largely lawless.

Pakistan: On October 12, Haroon Khan, a journalist with Sach 
TV and stringer for local Mashriq Television channel, was killed 
in Swabi, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in northwest Pakistan. He was 
returning home after offering prayers when two motor-cycle borne 
assailants opened fi re. Khan’s bullet-riddled body was rushed to 
hospital where he was declared dead on arrival. The International 
Federation of Journalists strongly condemned the killing and 
demand the immediate arrest and prosecution of the perpetrators. 
The motive for the killing has yet to be determined: the Pakistan 
government has made no attempts to guarantee the safety of jour-
nalists and end the culture of impunity that runs rife across the 
country.

Andrew E Rayment

Region Briefs

Sydney

“WE ARE ALL VENEZUELA”

Wayne Sonter reports back from Venezuela
Special guest speakers including Daniel Gasparri
Come and hear what is happening right now in Venezuela. 
The continuing fi ght against US imperialism there. 
Implementing the Bolivarian revolution. Democracy! 
Housing! Healthcare! Education! 

6 pm Saturday October 21
MUA Building 365 Sussex Street Sydney (upstairs room)

Free – donation at door (optional) For further info: Linda or Tom 02 96998844 
Organised by CPA Sydney District Committee
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Fascism on the rise
Is it only 72 years since the end of World 
War II? Has everyone forgotten the misery 
that started in the early 1930’s with the rise 
of fascism? The Big Three countries – the 
United States, Great Britain and France – 
sat on their hands along with the religions 
and fi nanciers off the world, because they 
were making big profi t’s from Germany, 
Italy and Japan.

The Big Three stopped calling in the Debt 
owed to them by Germany for World War I. 
We also saw the Big Three turn their backs on 
the elected government of Spain and back the 
Fascist Franco who was being helped by Hitler 
and Mussolini who were honing their skill’s for 
what was to come.

Here it is 2017. Fascism is on the rise in 
Europe, Great Britain and the United States. 
Japan is rearming with the help of the US. The 
Big Three are smelling big profi t’s again they 
are not worried about death and destruction.

In 1990 we saw the fall of the USSR. The 
Big Three shouted “how great for democracy”. 
It was never about democracy. It was all about 
the Big Three getting the billions of dollars 
owed to them with reunifi cation of Germany. 
Democracy in action once again in Spain 
with a vote for independence by the people 
of Catalonia. France has already backed the 
Spanish monarchy and right wing government 
how long before the US and Britain follow.

Wake up world.
Allan Hamilton

Riverina

GST blackmail
In an extraordinary move, the federal 
Treasurer Scott Morrison has threatened 
to cut GST to state and territory govern-
ments unless they overturn constraints on 
gas fracking.

He’s trying to withhold taxpayer funds that 

are needed for basic services as a means of 
forcing states and territories into opening up 
the country to the fracking giants.

In our book, that’s blackmail, plain and 
simple. If you are as outraged at this move as 
we are, please take action.

The Lock The Gate Alliance

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

For many bourgeois politicians, 
government is merely an exten-
sion of business, an opportunity to 
use public funds to make private 
profi ts. Tony Abbott and Malcolm 
Turnbull certainly fall into this 
group, but the pollie who most 
embodies the phenomenon is US 
President Donald Trump.

A real estate developer, Trump 
ran for President partly because 
it would add colossal value to his 
various resorts. He was also not 
unmindful of the other benefi ts that 
would accrue to his pocket from 
being President. He has blatantly 
pushed members of his family for-
ward, brushing aside criticism that 
he is using the Presidency to feather 
his own nest. After all, that’s what 
people in business do all the time and 
government is just another branch of 
business, isn’t it?

Someone who clearly agrees 
with him on that is the man he 
appointed as Health and Human 
Services Secretary: Dr Tom Price. In 
the words of Abby Zimet in Politico, 
Price’s “unethical history is so 
replete with corruption and assaults 
on the vulnerable he earned his own 
comic-book, Out of the Ooze.”

Zimet reports that among Price’s 
other atrocities, he has “conspired 
with Big Pharma on insider stock 
trading” and supported allowing 

hospitals to turn away Medicaid and 
Medicare patients (i.e. poor people) 
who couldn’t afford the co-pay-
ment fee. He is also opposed to a 
long list of progressive social meas-
ures including regulating tobacco, 
prohibiting discrimination against 
LGBTQ people, and expanding chil-
dren’s health care. But that’s not all: 
he also opposes funding treatment 
for AIDS, malaria, mental health 
and addiction and, most recently, he 
proposed slashing Medicaid by $880 
billion while arguing that it wouldn’t 
cut benefi ts!

Not surprisingly, he doesn’t think 
the Trump administration needs to 
spend money on health care for poor 
people and has proposed cutting the 
budget for his own department by a 
whopping 18 percent. And this guy 
was Trump’s choice for Secretary for 
Health and Human Services? How 
cynical must you be to appoint some-
one like that to such a post? How 
contemptuous of the actual purpose 
of government?

Prior to his appointment, Price 
had vowed to cut “wasteful gov-
ernment spending”, a mantra for 
right-wing politicians who believe 
people should have to pay for all 
government services, like any other 
“commodity”. Just the other week, 
he spent $60,000 taking private jets 
on several short trips, including 

a half-hour, $25,000 jaunt from 
Washington to Philadelphia. Zimet 
notes that “to get the 100 or so miles 
from DC to Philly, he could have 
taken a commercial fl ight for under 
$500. He could have taken one of 
four Amtrak trains for $72. Or a car 
for $50 in gas and tolls. Or a bus for 
$30. He didn’t.”

Price had previously condemned 
Democrat politicians for taking pri-
vate jets, labelling it as “fi scal irre-
sponsibility run amok”. But when 
the opportunity arose to put the boot 
on the other foot, he did not hesitate. 
Zimet again: “We think he didn’t 
because he ... epitomises the mind-
less, boundless entitlement that he 
and his Trumpian cronies carry with 
them like a disease.”

But if you think Price is milk-
ing the system, what about his boss, 
Trump himself? Trump has a tax 
plan before Congress at the moment 
that “eliminates two taxes that 
mostly benefi t the wealthy, and cuts 
a third tax roughly in half. That,” 
says Bob Lord, a veteran tax lawyer 
and former congressional candi-
date, from Phoenix, Arizona, “would 
bestow a windfall worth billions on 
the Trump family.

“First, there’s the elimination 
of the alternative minimum tax, or 
AMT. The AMT applies to taxpayers 
whose income tax liability otherwise 

would be reduced excessively by 
certain deductions, including deduc-
tions commonly claimed by real 
estate owners like Trump. ...

“Had Trump’s tax plan been in 
effect in 2005, it would’ve saved 
him that $31 million. Still, that’s 
chump change in comparison to the 
tax windfall he hopes to bestow upon 
himself by cutting the top tax rate on 
the bulk of his income by more than 
half, from nearly 40 percent to 15.

“We’re not talking about the 
corporate tax rate here. Trump could 
reap a tidy personal benefit from 
slashing the corporate income tax 
too, but the far bigger prize in his 
plan is its treatment of income from 
businesses that don’t pay corporate 
taxes.

“Under current law, the income 
of those businesses is taxed to their 
owners at individual income tax 
rates. Under Trump’s plan, income 
from those businesses would receive 
preferential tax treatment, with a 
maximum tax rate of 15 percent. 
That would be the fi nal act in turning 
our nation’s tax policy on its head.

“In 1980, before Ronald 
Reagan’s election, the maximum 
rate on workers’ wages – earned 
income – was less than the maximum 
rate applicable to all other types of 
income except long-term capital 
gains.

“Under Trump’s tax plan, the 
maximum tax rate workers’ pay, after 
accounting for employment taxes, 
will be higher than the rate applica-
ble to any other type of income.

“That means no matter how 
Trump invests his billions – in real 
estate, bonds, stocks, business ven-
tures, etc – the income he generates 
would be taxed at a rate lower than 
what workers pay on their wages.

“Trump’s preferential rate for 
business income is unprecedented. 
Is it a coincidence that the fi rst poli-
tician to propose it just happens to be 
a real estate magnate with interests in 
literally hundreds of unincorporated 
businesses? ...

“Trump’s plan would eliminate 
[estate] tax, no matter how large the 
estate. For Trump, that would mean 
as much as $1.4 billion on an estate 
estimated by Forbes at $3.5 billion.”

And the bottom line? Here’s 
Lord again: “If Trump’s tax plan 
passes, he’ll have secured for himself 
billions in tax benefi ts in less than a 
year as president. Not bad work if 
you can get it, huh?”

No wonder politicians like 
Trump think government is just 
another business opportunity. 

Graft, 
corruption 
and business 
opportunities

Culture
&Lifeby

Rob Gowland

Sydney

Refugee solidarity fi lm-screening & discussion

Tuesday December 5 – 6 pm
Edmund Rice Centre 15 Henley Road Homebush – 2 minute walk via Flemington station

Noam Chomsky has called Australia’s treatment of refugees “an indescribable disgrace” (personal 
communication). Come and see the remarkable 2008 fi lm, A Well-Founded Fear, followed by a discussion of 

where to now for justice. Phil Glendenning of the Edmund Rice Centre, narrator of the fi lm, will be taking part. 

Free entrance, and refreshments provided
RSVP please by Thursday 30th November. Phone the Edmund Rice Centre on 02 8762 4200
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Guerrero, Una Vida, Muchas 
Batallas (Warrior, One Life Many 
Battles) is a beautifully crafted 
movie which covers the life 
of Manuel Guerrero Ceballos 
and his son also called Manuel 
(Guerrero Antequera). Manuel 
Guerrero was the head of the 
Teacher’s Union in Chile under 
Pinochet. Along with Santiago 
Nattino, a painter and supporter 
of the union and Jose Manuel 
Parades, a human rights worker 
of the Catholic church organisa-
tion Vicaria De La Solidaridad, 
Manuel Guerrero was murdered. 
Under a dictatorship notorious 
for its cruelty and barbarity these 
men were murdered in the most 
brutal of ways in what became 
known as Caso Degollados (Slit-
throat Case). It shocked the 
nation mobilising thousands who 
had until then been silent.

The director is Sebastian 
Moreno. He very adeptly takes us 
on a journey seen through the eyes 
of the young Manuel on his journey 
to becoming the man he is now. The 
story is narrated in the fi rst person by 
Manuel. Spoken in the present and 
in the past. The pace is rhythmic and 
we touch on the important places and 
people on this journey.

The movie opens with images 
of a young Manuel happy with his 
loving parents in the hopeful days 
of Allende’s Chile. Like many 
Chileans his parents were active in 
the Communist Youth forging a new 
and better world for all. Then came 
the US backed coup and his father 
was kidnapped. A nation in shock. 
Fear. People in hiding. Thousands 
missing. Thousands tortured and 
murdered. For many months no 
one knew where his father was. 
Eventually Manuel was found and 
they all found refuge in Hungary. 
We see his old school there. His old 
apartment. Deep snow. Peace. But 
also sadness. We meet his old school 
friend. Also a Chilean refugee. His 
parents continue to work for the lib-
eration of Chile.

The cinematography is superb-
ly realised by Moreno and David 
Bravo. There is a beautiful piece 
where Manuel revisits Moscow 

where he went with his father. For 
his father the visit to Moscow was 
a pivotal moment in his political 
commitment. It invigorated him. It 
was the place where it all started. 
Where Recabarren was inspired to 
create the party. Where Lenin and 
the Bolsheviks ruled. For the young-
er Manuel it was the place of a real 
life Superman Yuri Gagarin.

Due to the pressures of exile on 
the family, Manuel’s mother ended 
up leaving, taking the children to live 
for a time in Barcelona. Though the 
marriage was over the family was 
reunited again in Chile when they 
joined his father who had returned in 
1982. Manuel’s father knew he was 
in danger if he returned. He told his 
son “No matter what happens to me 
do not blame the Party”

Manuel was 14 years old when 
his father was kidnapped and bru-
tally murdered. He was snatched 
right outside Manuel’s school where 
he had been visiting in his job as 
the Inspector of Schools. At that 
moment he took up his father’s fi ght. 
Calm and articulate beyond his years 
he gave a public speech. Quoting 
Brecht and promising to continue 
his father’s work for the freedom and 
rights of all. He became a leader of 
the students and youth and was able 
to work publicly for a few years until 
he had to go into hiding and eventu-
ally exile again. He dedicated him-
self to becoming a Superman to get 
the vengeance and justice for his 
father and so many others.

He trained physically and men-
tally to one day be in a position to 
kill Pinochet. His deep rage and 
grief driving him. But several years 
later seeing the look of horror on 
his friend’s faces when describing 
how easy it can be to kill someone 
that he realised he couldn’t do it. He 
remembered his father and his real 
life Super Hero Yuri Gagarin, who 
despite all his greatness and achieve-
ments the best thing about them both 
was their great love and kindness and 
humanity. So Manuel became a super 
man instead. It took a long and pain-
ful journey to get to that point as we 
see as we journey with him.

I saw this screening at STARTTS 
(Service for the Treatment and 

Rehabilitation of Torture and Trauma 
Survivors) in a room full of Chilean 
refugees most of whom had simi-
lar journeys of loss and exile. Many 
of kidnapping and torture like his 
father. Several of whom knew his 
father. It was emotional for all. Do 
see this fi lm if you get the oppor-
tunity. It is beautifully fi lmed. An 
inner and outer journey of the soul. 
A story of loss of exile and unimagi-
nable pain. Be enraged by the injus-
tice. Feel the sadness and the small 
joys within this movie. And when it 
is over go out and change the world 
in big and small ways. Unite with 
others to do the same. As we journey 
with Manuel through this movie, his 
life, what he learned from his experi-
ences teach us how.

Sebastian Moreno used sever-
al archival pieces from Australian 
fi lmmaker David Bradbury’s Chile. 
Hasta Cuando? 
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How much Dilma Rousseff’s 
gender had to do with her remov-
al from the highest offi ce is moot. 
But academic and citizen lawyer 
Heloisa Melino has no doubts: 
“I see this coup as a very strong 
backlash against women,” she 
tells me.

“In Brazil, we have gender 
norms that say that women are for 
the private spaces and men for the 
public. Then what happens? A 
woman gets to the highest place in 
public life, as president of the repub-
lic. From her fi rst term, Dilma was 
constantly criticised: for her clothes, 
for not having a husband, for being 
a lesbian ... Is she a lesbian? I don’t 
know. I would like it if she was ... 
Anyway, she was called bossy, harsh, 
a bitch. When men are in high offi ce, 
they aren’t criticised for ‘not being 
soft’ – but she was, even by people 
in her own party.”

In Rousseff’s second term the 
criticism intensifi ed. Support dwin-
dled and she was suspended on a 
technicality in May 2016 – for break-
ing budgeting rules. When Michel 
Temer, Rousseff’s vice-president 
and coalition partner turned coup-
monger, took her place on an interim 
basis, he made his attitude towards 
equality and diversity clear.

The centre-right Brazilian 

Democratic Movement leader 
formed a cabinet that was entirely 
white and male – the fi rst since the 
1964-85 dictatorship and a far cry 
from the diverse and inclusive pres-
idential style of his Workers’ Party 
predecessors.

Temer scrapped the Ministry of 
Women and the Ministry of Racial 
Equality along with four others 
to “save costs”. Later, he relented 
(somewhat) and put a conservative, 
black woman in charge of human 
rights.

In March this year,  on 
International Women’s Day, Temer 
shared his ideas about woman-
hood by praising women for their 
prowess in shopping and home 
economics.

A few weeks later, Veja, a pop-
ular conservative magazine, rein-
forced this with a feature about 
Marcela, the president’s wife. “She 
was praised for being young, beau-
tiful, but most of all ‘domestic’ – 
a woman who knows her place,” 
recalls Molino.

She adds: “We have a new Right 
in power that has a problem with 
women and minorities. They say 
we do not need feminism any more. 
They are comfortable about being 
homophobic and transphobic – and 
that is echoed in the population.”

Violence against transgender 
women has, for some time, been 
extreme. Brazil accounts for 40 per 
cent of trans murders in the world 
since 2008. But, says Molino, today 
it’s become “normal” to share videos 
on social media of trans women 
being murdered.

A recent report prepared by 
Sempre Viva Feminist Organisation 
and two other NGOs express-
es concern over the dismantling 
of government structures to pro-
tect the human rights of LGBT+ 
people. More than 32 percent of 
LGBT+ people surveyed reported 
experiencing physical, 42 percent 
sexual, and over 70 percent psy-
chological violence. Progress on 
LGBT+ rights is actually going 
backwards, the report says.

Rape culture
Misogynist, homophobic and 

transphobic tendencies find their 
most egregious political embodiment 
in the fi gure of congress member Jair 
Bolsonaro. A presidential candidate 
for 2018 (second only to Lula in the 
polls), the former soldier dedicat-
ed his vote in favour of Rousseff’s 
impeachment to Carlos Alberto 
Brilhante Ultra – the colonel who 
headed the infamous Doi-Codi tor-
ture unit in the 1970s.

Rousseff was tortured during this 
time – Bolsonaro was honouring her 
torturer.

The Rio right-winger has also 
volunteered that he would rather his 
son died in an accident than he were 
gay, and told a congress member and 
anti-rape campaigner that she was 
“too ugly to rape”.

Brazil has a high rate of rape – 
some 47,000 cases reported a year: 
that’s one woman raped every 11 
minutes. Alarmingly, since the coup, 
the rate of recorded rape in São 
Paulo state has leapt by 38 percent.

“Brazil is an unequal country 
that is very violent with women,” 
says Esther Solano, who teaches 
sociology at the São Paulo Federal 
University. Thirteen women are 
killed every day – a third by current 
or previous partners. Before leaving 
offi ce, Rousseff increased penalties 
for men who murdered women.

Violence against women in 
Brazil also takes other forms. For 
example, the emboldened, socially 
conservative, evangelical lobby in 
Congress is pushing to criminalise 
abortion.

Discrimination is also econom-
ic. It is already harder for women, 
even if they are university educat-
ed, to enter the labour market, says 
Solano. The coup government’s key 
aims, to gut labour and welfare laws, 
hit women and minorities hardest as 
they are more likely to be in low-
paid or part-time work. The labour 
reforms, which passed their first 
stage in July, will return the country, 
critics say, to a system of “legalised 
slavery”.

More than 100 changes are 
involved. For example, rights to 
holiday and sick pay are to be with-
drawn from “intermittent” or season-
al workers. Employers can terminate 
contracts more easily and/or reduce 
wages while increasing hours of 
work. Workers will no longer be able 
to choose which union they belong 
to, and their safety and compensation 
for injuries will be valued according 
to how much they earn, rather the 
injury sustained.

Race and class
For women who are poor 

or black or both, it’s worse still. 
Traditionally, black women in Brazil 
have had low-paid jobs as domestics 
or nannies. Their voices are rarely 
heard in the media or in public offi ce 
and where they are represented, say 

in advertising, the preference is for 
women who are “not too black”. 
In the mass media, black women’s 
bodies are often hyper-sexualised 
and objectifi ed.

But there is a growing cultur-
al movement of women of colour 
shaping their own identities and 
expressing themselves using rap, art, 
blogging and social media. Mothers 
of black youth targeted by police are 
organising and resisting.

And a small number of black 
women have entered spheres that are 
male- and white-dominated. Djamila 
Ribeiro, a philosopher at the Federal 
University of São Paulo, is one of 
these. Through her work and activ-
ism, she is keen to dispel myths of 
homogeneity and universality in the 
women’s movement. She also works 
to develop a better understanding 
of intersectionality; that “oppres-
sions act in a crisscrossed and com-
bined way, that a black woman, for 
example, suffers from two structural 
oppressions, and therefore she can’t 
choose against which she will fi ght, 
because both reach her”.

The women’s groups have been 
one of the social movements most 
ready to mobilise against Temer, 
with thousands taking to the streets 
to protest against the coup in the past 
year. Some women from marginal-
ised groups have also been success-
fully entering politics at a local level, 
despite being dramatically under-
represented in high offi ce.

Indianaria Siqueria, a trans activ-
ist and sex worker who helps run a 
night shelter in Rio, won an “alter-
nate” seat in the municipal elec-
tions of October 2016. She stood 
for the left wing Socialism and 
Freedom Party (PSOL) and her 
campaign slogan was “a whore for 
councilwoman”.
New Internationalist 
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What’s sex got to do with it
Brazil’s women and minorities are facing an emboldened culture of 
rape, violence and sexism since the coup, reports Vanessa Baird. It 
won’t have escaped notice that the president impeached by Brazilian 
legislators last year was a woman.
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