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The letter:

Time and again, Pacifi c island leaders have 
explained that climate change is the single 
greatest threat to the livelihoods, security 
and well-being of the peoples of the Pacifi c. 
We must work together to tackle climate 
change.

Unfortunately and there is no polite way 
to put this, your government is knowingly 
undermining our future and the future of our 
children. In full knowledge of the facts and 
long-term impacts, the Australian government 
is pressing ahead with new coal mines and coal-
fi red power plants.

This directly contradicts global efforts to 
tackle climate change and puts our communi-
ties in peril.

To add insult to injury, you personal-
ly encouraged the Indian energy corporation 
Adani to invest in a massive new coal project 
in the Galilee Basin in Queensland. In your pre-
vious role, as Australian Ambassador to India, 
you described the proposed mine – which will 
produce 60 million tonnes of thermal coal per 
year for 60 years – as an “outstanding project”.

In recent years, cyclones of unprecedented 
strength have reminded us of the brutal real-
ity of a changing climate. In Fiji last year, and 
Vanuatu in 2015, Category 5 cyclones killed 
dozens, reduced towns and villages to rubble, 
and pushed people into poverty.

Just this week you explained Australia will 
continue to support Fiji during the recovery 
from Cyclone Winston, as part of Australia’s 
commitment to working with the region on 
climate change. Your recognition that climate 
change contributes to stronger storms is impor-
tant. Australia’s support for island communi-
ties recovering from disasters is welcomed. 
However, we need you to do more to address 
the warming trend that is making these storms 
more dangerous than ever.

In the wake of monster cyclones, Pacifi c 
islanders went without food to keep their chil-
dren nourished and walked kilometres to fi nd 
water for their families. We faced escalated 
family violence. We understand that this is just 
the beginning.

Unless polluting nations take action now, 
we can expect more strong storms, coral 
bleaching, an acidic ocean, changing rainfall 

patterns, crop failures, diffi culties accessing 
drinking water, rising sea levels and coastal 
erosion.

It is clear what must be done to tackle cli-
mate change. We must all take immediate steps 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and move 
toward a zero emissions economy. The world 
has a limited carbon budget – the amount of 
carbon that can be released into the atmosphere 
before global temperatures exceed 1.5°C above 
the pre-industrial average.

Going beyond this threshold will threaten 
the very existence of Pacifi c nations such as 
Kiribati, Tuvalu and the Marshall Islands.

To keep global warming to 1.5°C the vast 
majority of the world’s coal reserves must 
remain in the ground. This is not a matter of 
political debate, but of physics. Heeding these 
facts, Pacifi c leaders have called for an urgent 
international moratorium on the development 
and expansion of fossil fuel-extracting indus-
tries, particularly new coal mines.

Australia is already the world’s largest 
exporter of coal. Disturbingly, your govern-
ment is planning to dramatically increase coal 
exports, with public subsidies and taxpayer-
funded infrastructure for new mining ventures.

Just yesterday the Australian government 
announced it was considering subsidising new 
coal-fi red power plants. This is deeply disap-
pointing, and against the tide of global action 
to tackle climate change.

Australia’s current targets to reduce emis-
sions, pledged under the 2015 Paris Agreement, 
are woefully inadequate. They are in no way 

consistent with keeping the global temperature 
rise below 1.5°C. The Marshall Islands ambas-
sador for climate change Tony de Brum has 
explained that if the rest of the world set similar 
targets, his country, and other low-lying Pacifi c 
islands, would disappear.

Australia is not on track to meet even its 
inadequate targets. Building new coal power 
stations will make matters worse, by locking 
in emissions for decades.

This year, Fiji is President of the global 
climate negotiations. Fiji and other Pacifi c 
island governments are demanding that pollut-
ing nations reduce emissions, consistent with 
keeping temperature rise below 1.5°C.

It is time for Australia to accept the scale 
of action required to tackle climate change. 
We must all move away from fossil fuels, and 
immediately transition to renewable energy. 
Together, we must support climate action 
around the globe.

Pacifi c islanders are not drowning. We are 
fi ghting for our future. As our friend and near 
neighbour, we expect you, and the Australian 
government, to do more.

To learn more about this you can contact 
PICAN Coordinator Krishneil Narayan on 
+679 9462206 or email canpacifi cislands@
gmail.com.
* The Pacifi c Island Climate Action Network 
(PICAN) brings together civil society actors, 
across the Pacifi c island countries, advocating 
for climate justice. 

“Stop undermining the future”
An open letter from the Pacifi c Islands Climate Action Network* 
to the Australian Ambassador for Climate Change, Patrick Suckling

Australian Ambassador for Climate Change, Hon Patrick Suckling, was recently 
in Suva for bilateral talks with the Fiji government. He is the current President of 
the Conference of Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC).

The following letter raises some key issues relating to Australia’s engagement on 
climate change.
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Last week while the last car rolled off Toyota’s South 
Australian assembly line, an international naval conference 
opened in Sydney, and the Prime Minister described his govern-
ment’s plan to build 54 navy ships as a “nation building” concept.

The government also announced its intention to establish a 
space agency, which will be used mainly for military purposes. 
The government claims military spending stimulates manufac-
turing, IT industries and fi nancial institutions. But our hugely 
growing expenditure on military facilities, manpower and weap-
ons is stunting vital expenditure in other areas, including social 
welfare, health and education.

Australia is an active participant in warfare on behalf of the 
US. It has the 53rd biggest population in the world, but the 12th 
biggest military budget. The government isn’t worried about 
that. It’s more concerned that Australia isn’t one of the top 20 
exporters of military commodities.

The presence of the early-attack warning, internet intercep-
tion and drone direction facilities at Pine Gap, as well as staging 
facilities for US troops in Darwin, have made Australia a target 
for intercontinental missile strikes in the event of confl ict between 
the US and their target nations.

The US will be given access to our Northern Territory air 
bases for the use of its aircraft on Indian Ocean missions, as 
well as the Cocos Islands for Middle East drone missions and 
the Stirling naval base in Western Australia as a port for US 
nuclear aircraft carriers.

Australia is now entering an extremely dangerous stage in 
which much of our economy will be based on warfare production, 
and the nation will be continually at war or preparing for war, 
on behalf of the US.

Former ambassador to Japan, John Menadue, recently 
commented:

“Our ‘foreign policy’ has been taken over by the defence, 
security and military clique led by the Department of Defence, 
the Australian Strategic Policy Institute (... fi nanced by DoD and 
defence contractors), ASIO, Border Protection and the Offi ce 
of National Assessments. Our military and defence clique ... is 
... heavily dependent on the US Departments of Defence, State, 
CIA and FBI for advice.”

That advice centres on the belief that China is an enemy 
that must be confronted, rather than a major trading partner 
or potential ally. The military positions of Australia and the US 
are virtually identical. US troops occupy Australian military 
installations, and the Australian Army’s Major General Burt 
is now the Deputy Commander, US Army Pacifi c.

The US has 4,000 domestic and almost 1,000 foreign military 
bases (450 in the South Pacifi c). Its military industries are thriv-
ing. But many factories that served other industries lie derelict 
in “rust-bucket” states. Its military budget has led to its national 
debt exceeding a trillion US dollars, and the vast gap between 
the incomes of the rich and poor is widening every day.

US citizens now live in constant fear of terrorist attacks, 
which largely stem from aggressive US military policies, and of 
armed attacks by deranged, gun-obsessed assassins often clad 
in military uniform with multiple killings of innocent people.

In addition, the government has made wasteful decisions 
regarding military expenditure. Maintaining that the existing 
Collins submarines were unreliable, it has committed to a $50 
billion purchase of a new fl eet of French submarines, which are 
intended to be ready for use in anticipated confl ict with China 
in the South China Sea.

For the sake of this and future generations, Australia’s entry 
into the military industrial complex and its lock-step relationship 
with the US must be replaced with a commitment to national 
independence and peaceful development.
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How comforting it must have been for Puerto Ricans when US 
President Trump said they hadn’t had a real hurricane because 
only 17 of them had died in one recently. He also said many more 
people died during Hurricane Katrina, and the US had already 
given Puerto Ricans lots of money. What a solace those kind 
words must have been, as they gazed at their wrecked houses, 
schools, shops and industries with no electricity or running water! 
Thankfully, the government of Cuba, which itself suffered terrible 
damage during the hurricane, is sending 50 specialist volunteers to 
help them. We’ll bring you more on this story later, but we really 
need your support, so please send us a Press Fund contribution 
for the next issue if you possibly can. Many thanks to this week’s 
contributors:
NH $20, MM $10, “Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $15 
This week’s total: $50
Progressive total: $5,325

Lock step with Uncle Sam
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“Stop Adani”
National Day of Action across Australia

Richard Titelius

On Saturday October 7 a national day of action 
was organised to oppose the Adani Group from 
India establishing a coal mine in the Galilee basin 
in Queensland to mine and export the coal out of the 
Point Abbott port on the nearby coast.

Thousands of protesters rallied in a number of loca-
tions across Australia including Bondi Beach in Sydney 
and Princess Park in Melbourne, each of which drew over 
2,000 people, Port Douglas, Brisbane and Gold Coast 
in Queensland, Adelaide, Hobart, New Zealand and 
Cottesloe Beach in Western Australia, the latter organ-
ised by Stop Adani Perth, which drew close to 300 people 
in cold, windy, overcast and rainy conditions.

As in other beach locations around Australia, protest-
ers formed, “Stop Adani” signs while photos, chants and 
speeches were held.

A recent Four Corners program on the ABC shot 
home the point about alleged cases of bribery, corrup-
tion, environmentally destructive behaviour of Adani in 
India and intimidation of the ABC current affairs crew 
that went to India to report on the activities of Adani.

The proponents of the Carmichael coal mine project 
are the Queensland State Premier Anastacia Palaszczuk 
and the federal Liberal government of Prime Minister 

Malcolm Turnbull – both of whom have been fêted by 
Gautam Adani, the Chairman of the Adani Group who 
claims that over 10,000 jobs will be created. This goes 
against independent estimates that a little over 1,000 jobs 
will be created – and this will be offset by job losses in 
tourism caused by ongoing environmental damage to the 
Great Barrier Reef caused by the biggest coal mine in the 
southern hemisphere.

Premier Palaszczuk and her Resources Minister 
Anthony Lynham were quick to suggest the mine would 
be subject to “strict monitoring” throughout the construc-
tion process. This ignores the points raised by opponents 
of the coal mine and echoed by the thousands of protes-
tors who rallied around Australia, that the mine should be 
stopped because we need to put resources into renewable 
energy. The Abbott Point coal port is currently running at 
a loss and in these heightened times of extreme climate 
change, we don’t need to stoke the fi res of the climate 
crisis that is upon all the world’s people.

The Communist Party of Australia supports the call 
by the Stop Adani Coal protests to halt the construction 
of the Adani Coal mine in the Carmichael Coal Field, and 
close the Abbott Point Port facility in favour of renewable 
energy which is more cost effective, energy effi cient and 
climate friendly. 

Tribute to Che Guevara
Vinnie Molina,

On Saturday October 7, the 
Australia-Cuba Friendship 
Society and other community 
organisers paid tribute to Ernesto 
Che Guevara on the 50th anniver-
sary of his assassination.

More than 50 people from dif-
ferent walks of life gathered at Perth 
Trades Hall to participate in a com-
munity cultural afternoon to learn 
and share their thoughts on Che 
Guevara.

Speakers highlighted Che’s 
qualities whose example of solidar-
ity has been adopted by the Cuban 
Revolution. As we know, Cuba is 

a beacon of humanity, solidarity in 
motion that has provided medical 
brigades to more than 100 countries 
around the world as well as medical 
training to more than 130,000 people 
from poor countries and also from 
poorer communities of the United 
States.

Another achievement is the 
Cuban literacy campaign “Yes I Can” 
(Yo si Puedo) which grew out of the 
Revolution has taught hundreds of 
people to read in third world coun-
tries and in developed countries 
such as New Zealand and Australia. 
A love of education and especially 
literacy was a priority for Che who 
was known to teach literacy to the 

revolutionary fi ghters in his com-
mand during the revolution.

Che’s teachings for a new type of 
human being creates an example for 
a new generation of social activists 
whose political activity will found a 
new society, a socialist society.

The tribute raised funds to help 
the victims of Hurricane Irma in 
Cuba. It was noted that the biggest 
calamity to hit the Cuban people 
was the inhumane US economic and 
financial blockade that has raged 
against the Cuban people and their 
revolution for more than 50 years. 
The Friendship Societies will con-
tinue to protest and raise awareness 
against this unjust blockade. 

Winners of the Che Guevara Guessing Competition
1st prize Tom S
2nd prize David Knowles
3rd prize Kim Salisbury
4th prize E Hulm
Seller’s prize Zuzana Betakova

Congratulations and many thanks to all who participated.
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Short notice 
for fracking inquiry
Liina Flynn

An empty room was all that greeted a 
fracking inquiry panel when they arrived 
at Hermannsburg recently. The remote 
Northern Territory town was one of the 
places earmarked for community consul-
tations in the NT government’s inquiry 
into hydraulic fracturing (the controver-
sial mining method of blasting chemicals 
into rock to fracture it and release gas), 
but according to Arranta woman Que 
Kenny, locals were only given two business 
days’ notice before the consultation was 
scheduled.

“This lack of notice is crazy in such a 
remote area,” she said.

“None of the community could make it 
in such a short time, so I sat down with the 
inquiry panel when they arrived and had an off 
the record conversation about the community’s 
concerns.

“I requested them to reschedule the consul-
tation but they didn’t and inquiry chair Justice 
Pepper said the next time they would return 
would be with the draft report.”

Kenny said she felt the lack of notice 
given to the community was disrespectful and 
believes the government is rushing through the 
process.

“This is exactly what the mining companies 
have been doing to Aboriginal communities for 
decades,” she said. “The government is steam 

rolling over our opposition to let the companies 
get out and start fracking.

“At our last meeting, we had more time to 
prepare and over 100 people turned up to have 
their say. Everyone was very clear they do not 
want fracking to go ahead. 

“It’s the same across other communities, 
where poor notice for the second consulta-
tion round has seen a massive drop in turnout 
from hundreds in some communities to just a 
handful.”

Kenny said a petition signed by hundreds of 
Territorians was calling for the Alice Springs, 
Katherine and Humpty Doo consultations to 
also be rescheduled after giving less than three 
days notice and scheduling the meetings during 
work hours. 

Territory Frack-Free Alliance spokesper-
son Lauren Mellor said a report written after 
the last round of community consultations said 
NT communities were anxious and didn’t trust 
the hydraulic fracturing industry. 

“Australian east coast gas prices have tri-
pled in recent years since the three major export 
terminals came on line, and gas companies 
have been taking advantage of unrestricted gas 
exports to artifi cially restrict supply and drive 
up domestic prices,” Mellor said.

“The NT government also sponsors onshore 
gas conferences that government ministers are 
attending and talking about viability of the gas 
industry.

“The NT deadline for the consultations 

report is the end of this year and it feels there’s 
a push this time for a predetermined outcome.

“The government didn’t like the commu-
nity response in the fi rst round of consultations 
and is trying to rush this one.”

Kenny said comments by NT Nationals 
Senator Nigel Scullion about ending the cur-
rent NT fracking moratorium were a desperate 
attempt to fi x a gas export crisis of the federal 
government’s own making.

“Instead of attempting to ride roughshod 
over the democratic will of Territorians, who 
voted overwhelmingly for a fracking ban that 
saw the Gunner government elected, Senator 
Scullion should instead be trying to convince 
his federal Liberal colleagues to take real action 
to fi x the gas crisis they helped to create by 
restricting gas exports and stopping companies 
price gouging domestic gas customers.”
Koori Mail 

Adelaide

October Revolution
Saturday 28 October 4pm - 8pm
Semaphore Workers’ Club – 59 Esplanade Semaphore

Come and celebrate 100 years with us!
$15/$10 – food included plus door prize

Music and dancers

Speakers:  Peter Goer – ABC Radio personality
Warren Smith – MUA Federal Asst Secretary
Martin O’Malley – Former Secretary CFMEU SA

Tickets/info: Bob 0418 894 366 Michael 0417 803 420

Organised by the CPA, CPA-ML, and Social Alliance



4  October 11, 2017 GuardianAustralia

Carbon dioxide 
concentrations 
over time

Reconstructions show that con-
centrations of carbon dioxide (CO2) 
in the atmosphere have varied from as 
high as 7,000 parts per million (ppm) 
during the Cambrian period about 
500 million years ago, to as low as 
180 ppm during the Quaternary gla-
ciation of the last two million years. 
One ppm to get a rough overview is 
the equivalent of one second in 11.5 
days, one inch in 16 miles or one 
minute in two years.

Global annual mean CO2 con-
centration has increased by more than 
40% since the start of the Industrial 
Revolution, from 280 ppm, the level 
it had for 10,000 years up to the mid-
18th century, to 407 ppm CO2 as of 
July 2017. The current concentra-
tions of CO2 are the highest in the 
past 800,000 years and likely the 
highest in the past 20 million years.

This increase has been caused 
by human activities, particularly the 
burning of fossil fuels and deforesta-
tion, and to a lesser extent some agri-
cultural processes. Increased levels 
of CO2 and other greenhouse gases 
in Earth’s atmosphere has produced 
the current episode of global warm-
ing. About 35% of the CO2 released 
by humans into the atmosphere dis-
solves into oceans, rivers and lakes, 

which produces ocean acidifi cation. 
The global mean CO2 concentration 
is currently rising at a rate of approxi-
mately 2 ppm/year and accelerating.

Paris Agreement, 
2015

The latest international climate 
treaty, is aiming to keep the global 
temperature increase well below 2°C, 
and hopefully limit it to 1.5°C. At the 
current rate of growth in CO2, levels 
will hit 500 ppm within 50 years, 
putting us on track to reach temper-
ature boosts of perhaps more than 
3°C, a level that climate scientists 
say would cause bouts of extreme 
weather and sea level rise that would 
endanger global food supplies, cause 
disruptive mass migrations, and 
even destroy the Amazon rainforest 
through drought and fi re.

The Paris agreement commits 
countries to keeping temperature 
rises to “well below” 2°C and to 
pursue efforts to limit increases to 
1.5°C, by cutting greenhouse gas 
emissions to net zero in the second 
half of the century.

Great barrier reef 
coral bleaching and 
ocean acidification 

Two-thirds of the Great Barrier 
Reef has now been devastated by 

severe coral bleaching, with the 
most intense damage occurring fur-
ther south this year. An aerial survey 
of the reef’s 2,300-kilometre length 
showed 1,500 kilometres had been 
bleached. The bleaching occurs 
when the algae that lives inside the 
coral that provides up to 90% of its 
energy is expelled; afterwards the 
corals begin to starve. Increasing 
ocean acidifi cation due to rises in 
CO2 levels exacerbates the bleach-
ing effects of thermal stress.

Acidifi cation affects the corals’ 
ability to create calcareous skeletons, 
essential to their survival. The com-
bination of acidifi cation and tempera-
ture rises, could be too much for coral 
to survive within 50 years. Elevated 
sea water temperatures are the main 
cause of mass bleaching events. In 
2016, the longest coral bleaching 
event was recorded, with two major 
bleaching events in the summers of 
1998 and 2002 when, respectively, 
42% and 54% of reefs were affected 
by bleaching.

Cyclone Debbie 
Australia 2017

In March fi ve people lost their 
lives due to fl ooding in the aftermath 
of Cyclone Debbie. The damage bill 
for Cyclone Debbie is set to pass $1 
billion, with around 650 residences 
in northern Queensland having their 
homes ruled uninhabitable from 
cyclone damage. Flooding inundat-
ed 38 homes and threatens about 250 
properties in the southeast. Flooding 
in Rockhampton threatened 5,400 
properties including 3,000 homes. 
15,000 properties were isolated by 
floodwaters in NSW, and 30,000 
people were ordered to evacuate.

Droughts Africa 2017
For two consecutive years, mil-

lions of people in over a dozen coun-
tries in the Horn of Africa have been 
hit by drought, while Southern Africa 
is facing its third consecutive year. 
More than 20 million people are esti-
mated by the United Nations to be 
facing severe famine, starvation and 
the peak effect of severe drought in 
the world.

The Horn of Africa is facing 
drought, causing thirst and hunger, 
decimating livestock, destroying 
livelihoods, spreading disease and 
triggering large scale population 
movements. South Sudan, which has 
been caught in a confl ict since 2013, 
has 100,000 people on the verge of 
starvation and has almost 5 million 
people in need of urgent assistance. 
Somalia’s neighbour Kenya is also 
facing drought in half of the country 

but these are only some of the 17 
African countries struggling to come 
to terms with the impact of two con-
secutive years of drought, which has 
left more than 38 million people at 
risk this year

Floods South Asia 
2017

In August, over 1,300 people 
died, 30-40% of whom were chil-
dren, and millions were left home-
less following devastating fl oods that 
hit India, Bangladesh and Nepal, one 
of the worst fl ooding disasters in the 
region in decades. In Bangladesh 
thousands of villages have been cut 
off by fl ooding with people being 
deprived of food and clean water. 
More than 6,000 square kilometres of 
farmland that the country’s economy 
is dependent on have been partially 
damaged and thousands of houses 
have been destroyed. This follows 
monsoon rains and landslides in July 
that took 187 lives and affected at 
least 1.3 million people.

Hurricane Harvey 
USA 2017

In August in Texas and 
Louisiana, in the wake of Hurricane 
Harvey, more than 70 died with 
thousands forced to flee their 
homes. It dumped 27 trillion gal-
lons of water and caused property 
damage estimated to be AU$31.2 
billion. Harvey, which was down-
graded to a tropical storm, broke 
weather records and left some sci-
entists wondering why it stalled over 
south Texas instead of moving north 
to Oklahoma and then Midwest as 
storms of this nature typically do.

Hurricane Irma, 
Katia, Jose, Americas 
2017

In August and September at 
least 36 people in the Caribbean 
lost their lives in the aftermath of 
Irma and AU$12.5 billion in dam-
ages; the tiny island of Bermuda 
had at least 95% of its homes 
destroyed. At least 10 people died 
in Cuba alone, including the fl ood-
ing and fl attening of an extensive 
area of sugar cane.

When moving through Florida, 
Georgia, and South Carolina, 50 
lives have been lost so far with 
up to AU$50 billion in damages. 
Hurricane Katia was downgraded 
to a tropical storm after making 
landfall on Mexico’s eastern coast. 
Hurricane Jose was downgraded to 

a tropical storm exacerbating the 
potential of the fl ooding of Irma. 
Irma is among the strongest hurri-
canes ever recorded in the Atlantic 
Ocean and one of the fi ve most 
forceful storms to hit the Atlantic 
basin in 82 years.

Is climate change 
linked with extreme 
weather events?

Climate change isn’t entire-
ly responsible for the creation of 
storms, fl oods or droughts, but has 
intensifi ed them and created favour-
able conditions. This simply means 
the likelihood of extreme weather 
events will continue to rise, 500-year 
fl oods will become 100 year fl oods, 
while acute heat waves and droughts 
will become the norm.

The rise in extreme weather 
events such as hurricanes and fl oods 
have been identifi ed by scientists as 
the hallmark of man-made climate 
change. This spring saw the United 
States ravaged by extreme fl ood-
ing after hot temperatures followed 
a heavy winter snowfall. An early 
summer heat-wave in Europe broke 
records and ignited wildfi res across 
the region.

The world has experienced 
extreme fl oods, hurricanes, storms 
and droughts. While climate change 
is often seen as an increase in aver-
age global temperature, we can see 
that much more drastic fl uctuations 
impact specifi c locations. Increased 
temperatures accelerate evaporation 
and build up water vapour in the 
atmosphere, resulting in intense pre-
cipitation events such as sudden hail 
and fl ash fl oods.

Australia’s climate has warmed 
in both mean surface air temperature 
and surrounding sea surface tem-
perature by around 1°C since 1910. 
Globally-averaged sea level rise is 
around 20 cm since the late 19th cen-
tury, with about one third of this rise 
due to ocean warming and the rest 
from melting ice and changes in the 
amount of water stored on land.

Unless governments start taking 
these threats to our future seriously, 
the mismanagement and wilful denial 
and outright blocking of action will 
cause mass-migrations, the likes 
the world has not seen before, with 
coastal areas around the world 
including island nations swamped by 
rising water levels. We must struggle 
against capitalism’s war against the 
environment in the drive for profi t, 
face the challenges that climate 
change will bring, and react to the 
crisis accordingly. 

Compiled by Andrew R Rayment

“The total income of the 500 richest people in the world is greater than the 
450 million poorest living on $2 a day. We have to change direction. How 
long are we going to tolerate the current international economic order, and 
allow the hungry not to have food? Let’s eradicate poverty and bring in 
climate justice. If capitalism resists we have to do battle with it. If we do 
not, then mankind, the greatest creation in the universe, will disappear,”

Evo Morales 
(Copenhagen climate change conference 2009)

Fact sheet on 
a warming world
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Peter Mac

Some economic commentators are now 
questioning aspects of the “free market”, 
and have even asked whether capitalism has 
had its day. Some years ago US speculator 
Warren Buffett, who made an astronomi-
cal fortune largely on the stock market, 
declared that corporations weren’t paying 
their share of tax, and that he himself 
should be paying the same rate as his offi ce 
staff, who were then paying more than 
double his rate.

Buffett’s statement contradicts the phoney 
argument of conservative leaders, including 
Turnbull in Australia, that cutting corporate tax 
rates benefi ts the whole community.

Buffett was right. Because of corporate tax 
avoidance an ever-increasing share of the cost 
of government services is now being borne by 
working people. Yet speculators like Buffett 
are at the heart of a problem that’s eating into 
developed western economies. They buy com-
panies, then squeeze them for maximum profi t 
by cutting their operating costs, rather than 
investing in new equipment to enhance their 
effi ciency, or entering into entirely new areas 
of production.

Buffett has invested in some companies 
involved in material production, but only where 
they’re regulated, as in US electricity gener-
ation or railroads, where profi ts are virtually 
guaranteed by government.

Journalist Robin Harding commented: 
“Buffet ... does not start companies or gamble 
on new ideas. ... The beating heart of Buffettism 
... is to avoid competition and minimise invest-
ment in the real economy.

“... [Buffett] is working with Brazilian 
private equity fi rm 3G as it slashes costs and 
drives up margins at Burger King and Kraft 
Heinz. ... If rivals also cut, rather than invest 
and compete, Kraft can cut even more.”

Cost cutting can be achieved by slash-
ing company asset maintenance, (as BP was 
accused of doing prior to its Gulf of Mexico 
oil spill disaster), but also by sacking workers 
or increasing their exploitation through longer 
hours and/or lower wages.

In the US, innovative capitalists like Elon 
Musk, whose company is currently building 
the world’s biggest lithium-powered battery in 
South Australia, are now becoming the excep-
tion, and speculators like Buffet the rule.

The speculators are accused of being par-
asites, of benefi tting from the production of 
value by others. That’s certainly true, but it’s 
also pretty ironic, given that exploitation of the 
work of others is what capitalism is all about.

Vicious cycles
The “boom, bust and war” events that 

occurred during Buffett’s 87 years of life illus-
trate the cyclical crises of the economic system 
under which he has prospered to an obscene 
degree.

He was born at the climax of the “roaring 
twenties” boom, and his childhood was spent in 
the Great Depression. During his adolescence 
the most terrible war in human history raged, 
and afterwards he gained an enormous fortune 
riding a succession of economic booms, down-
turns and wars.

Buffett and Ray Dalio, head of hedge 
fund Bridgewater Associates, have recently 
expressed deep concern about social divisions 
within the US.

Dalio admits the US economy isn’t deliv-
ering benefi ts to the worst-paid 60 percent of 
income earners. He said: “I’m worried about 
the wealth and social gap and the confl icts that 
we’re going to have with each other.”

With the decline of union membership, US 
pay rates have been largely stagnant for almost 
20 years. Recently-released fi gures showed that 
real median household income increased slight-
ly in the US last year, but prior to that it had 
hardly increased since 1999.

Infl ation effectively reduces the income of 
working people. The result of their insidious 
impoverishment is economic collapse or reces-
sion. Some commentators now admit that Marx 
was right about the plight of the working class 
and the rise of the fi nance industry. They’re 
particularly concerned that speculative invest-
ment is increasing, even within the companies 
themselves.

Regarding the UK, economist Adair Turner 
noted: “most of the money in the system is 
being used for lending against existing assets.”

According to economic journalist Rana 
Faroohar, only 15 percent of the capital in 
[UK] fi nancial institutions involves directing 
employee savings into new businesses. “... the 
rest exists in a closed loop of trading and specu-
lation. ... In the US, fi nance has doubled in size 
since the 1970s and now makes up 7 percent of 
the economy and takes a quarter of all corpo-
rate profi ts ...

“1% of the population takes most of the 
world’s wealth, and a single industry [fi nance] 
that creates only 4% of jobs takes nearly 25% 
of US corporate profi ts.”

Nor have new innovative companies insti-
tuted reform that would benefi t customers, the 
community or employees.

According to Faroohar, “Uber looks to 
outsource, downsize and liquidate formal 

employees as much as possible. ... Apple has 
issued billions in debt and made commitments 
to issue nearly as much as it has sitting in over-
seas bank accounts (some US$200 billion) 
to avoid paying more US taxes, and used the 
money to do buybacks that artifi cially jack up 
the price of its sagging stock.”

However, none of the latter-day critics of 
capitalism have been able to offer a comprehen-
sive solution, because of their invalid assump-
tion that capitalism can be repaired.

They recommend some worthwhile initia-
tives, like cracking down on misleading adver-
tising, collusion and asset stripping, cutting 
huge corporate executive salaries and closing 
tax havens.

But it’s not enough, and capitalism 
wouldn’t co-operate anyway. Its motivation 
lies in the insatiable greed that has led to the 
malignant growth of the fi nance industry, and 
its fundamental failings lie in the antagonis-
tic relationship between those who produce 

commodities and those who own the means of 
producing them.

Working people are now disillusioned with 
capitalism. In a recent survey only 50 percent of 
US citizens over 30 years old said they believed 
in capitalism. The proportion for younger citi-
zens was even lower.

As Georgi Dimitrov noted, fascism breeds 
on disillusion. That’s evident in the US, where 
the demagogue Donald Trump has made facile 
but unrealistic promises of economic revival 
while demonising ethnic minorities.

For their part, speculators like Buffett 
aren’t particularly concerned about Trump. 
They’re far more concerned about the possi-
bility of a government led by an alliance of 
communists and left-progressive forces, which 
would transfer power and profi ts to those who 
create wealth, not just benefi t from the wealth 
created by others.

Ultimately, that’s the only way to “fi x” 
capitalism. 

Australia

Can capitalism 
be “fi xed”?

Wash plant workers 
reject eroded rights
Three quarters of the workforce 
at the coal wash plant attached 
to the Glencore Oaky North 
mine last week voted against an 
enterprise agreement put by the 
company which would erode their 
rights and conditions.

There are 45 workers at the 
plant. The vote comes amid the 
ongoing dispute over a workplace 
agreement between 190 miners at 
the Glencore Oaky North mine, 
which has been running for around 
six months and remains unresolved.

The wash plant workers reject-
ed Glencore’s proposed agreement 
which eroded their rights and con-
ditions around workplace repre-
sentation, dispute procedures, and 
severance and retrenchment.

Chris Brodsky, District vice 

president for the CFMEU Mining 
and Energy Division, said both 
workforces at Oaky North were 
standing strong in the face of 
extremely hard line industrial tactics 
by Glencore.

“Glencore has locked out 
miners at Oaky North for over 90 
days this year, they have taken court 
action to try and stop legal pickets, 
and they are trying to intimidate, 
control and silence their workers 
with extreme and ludicrous compa-
ny policies on what people can wear 
and say.

“They are incredibly sensitive 
to any negative publicity so much 
so that they even took a giant infl at-
able rat to court. [The rat was a 
symbol of the company’s scabby 
behaviour.]

“But most ominously, their end 
game seems to be to replace the 
workforce with contractors – which 
would be a dire outcome for the 
local community of Tieri.

“In the wake of very healthy 
profi ts from their Australian coal 
operations this year, you would 
think Glencore would be sitting 
down and negotiating in good faith 
with the workforce.

“All we have seen from 
Glencore is contempt for the work-
ers who line their shareholders’ 
pockets.”

Glencore’s revenue from 
Australian coal operations jumped 
from US$1.77 billion to US$3.1 bil-
lion in the last half year. Their cash 
profi t on every tonne of coal pro-
duced was around 41 percent. 

Sydney

VIGIL DEMANDING VIGIL DEMANDING 
THAT THE USA STOP THAT THE USA STOP 

THE BLOCKADE THE BLOCKADE 
ON CUBAON CUBA

5:30 pm Tuesday October 17 
Martin Place – Sydney

Also to stop the subversion of funds against Cuba 
and return Guantánamo to the Cuban people
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Its 0400 as I write this, can’t sleep again. I 
keep thinking about what needs to be done. 
Sure, we have a plan, ration the water, the 
gasoline, the food. We’ve been very fortu-
nate. We didn’t get fl ooded, thanks to 4,100 
pounds of sand bags.

Yes, I’m still sore from humping those 
heavy things around, securing the house. We 
have a generator, dry fl oors, water, canned food 
and gasoline. We’ll survive this crisis much 
better than most here on the island. Survive, as 
in: Live through it.

I’m sure you’ve seen plenty of stories on 
the news about the storm, but as a former news 
man, I’m sure that by now we’ve been replaced 
by Klowe Kardashian’s baby or the latest 
Hollywood liposuction. But here’s an update 
of what is really going on in Puerto Rico.

The situation here can only be described 
as dire. Although we have a generator, we 
have been using it sparingly as our 6-year-old 
needs to use her nebuliser at least twice a day, 
so we use that time to charge batteries, cell 
phones, keep the fridge cold and the ice frozen. 
Conserve the reserve, as they say. I don’t want 
to ramble or be verbose, so I’ll bullet point the 
issues facing us for clarity.

100% of the power is gone. I’m not saying 
the power is out, I’m saying that the powerlines 
are on the ground, snapped, shredded, and dis-
played at foot level from one end of the island 
to the other. Replacing the power grid will take 
months. Each line, pole, relay, and transfer 
station will need to be fi xed or replaced. This 
island is dark.

95% of all cell [mobile phone] service is 
out. Cars are lined up two lanes deep in places 
with people just trying to get a cell signal so 
they can reach their families on the mainland 
and other parts of the island. However, all 
communication with the western side is still 
silent.

90% of the water is at a trickle or less in 
San Juan, and completely out in most of the 
island. We are lucky. When the water fl ows, 
early in the morning and later at night, we can 
fi ll a gallon jug in about 12 minutes. However, 
the threat of Cholera and other diseases is very 
real. The water is unsafe.

The curfew has been extended again, 
until further notice. Very little on this island 
is moving. We live within a block of a major 
highway. Usually the night sound is fl ooded 
with the rush of traffi c, but not now. Now all 
we hear is the low droning hum of generators. 
Last night I heard my neighbour’s generator 
sputter and die as it ran out of fuel. I haven’t 
heard it since.

Problems we face now:
Fuel. Gas lines are now about 2-3 miles 

long. People are waiting for hours just for $10 
of gasoline. The Puma tank farm has several 
thousands of gallons of gasoline that supply the 
city of San Juan, but it’s still under 3 to 4 feet 
of water and will need to be inspected before 
any of the gas can be loaded on trucks. But the 
governor’s offi ce has decreed that the gas will 
only be available for emergency vehicles, utili-
ties, and government. So as the fuel runs out, 
generators will sputter and die like my neigh-
bour’s. There is no ETA when the fuel will be 
available again.

Water. Potable water is running out every-
where. The Governor’s offi ce ordered a price 
freeze on gasoline and oil, but didn’t include 
drinking water. In a corner store on Saturday I 
paid $32 for two 6-packs of Evian as I bought 

some chips and salsa for my wife and lollipops 
for my girls. Cash only of course, as there is 
no internet for the use of a debit or credit card.

Money. This is now a cash only society. 
People are lined up for hours waiting for an 
ATM or a bank teller to get money to live on. 
The cash is running out fast.

Distribution. As the Jones Act of 1920 
decreed that all goods to Puerto Rico must come 
from the United States and carried by United 
States ships, and as Hurricane Irma took out 
the ports in Florida, and Hurricane Maria took 
out the ports in Puerto Rico, getting the neces-
sary supplies in will be very challenging. As of 
this afternoon, the ports in Puerto Rico were 
not open and won’t be for at least 3 more days. 
Distribution centres and Oasis water points 
haven’t even been set up yet. As the gasoline 
shortage looms, even the care packages sent 
from the US can’t be delivered.

Hazards. Trees, road signs, power poles, 
and other debris still litter all the major thor-
ough fares throughout the city. There are no 
street lights and no one directing traffi c.

The Stink. This is something not reported 
by the news agencies. Drowned birds, mice, 
rats, and other poor creatures killed by the 
storm have washed into the drains. The rich 
stench of decomposing bodies can be smelled 
on nearly every corner. The rotting leaves and 
branches lodged in the gutters and drains have 
become pervasive.

Fire Ants. As the ground is saturated, the 
fi re ants have sought dryer ground. I have 
personally had 9 different infestations of fi re 
ants coming from light sockets, outlets, small 
cracks, door frames and windows as they seek 
new dry areas to live. I currently have 27 bites 
on my chest, fi ngers, arms, and feet from trying 
to eradicate them from our home.

Looters. The looting has begun. Yachts, 
boats, and other vessels have been the fi rst 
target, but we fear that generators, cars and 
trucks will be next.

Guajataca. The dam may just wipe out the 
DXC offi ce in Isabela.

Grave situation
I hope this lets you understand the gravity 

of the situation here in Puerto Rico.
The storm devastated this island. As of 

now, we still have no power and don’t expect 
it to come back on until sometime after 
Christmas, and I’m not kidding. We are facing 
some extreme problems here. Even leaving is 
impossible as the airline prices have skyrocket-
ed up to more than $3,000 for a one-way ticket 
to Miami.

So I will make it to the offi ce as soon as I 
can. Please pray for us, and understand why I 
can’t make it to the offi ce tomorrow as I need 
to ensure the safety and security of my family 
that I will leave behind. Hopefully I will make 
it to the offi ce soon. I’ll keep you updated as 
much as possible.

[below is copied from an update the next 
day]

My cell signal keeps going in and out ... 
mostly out ... so I’m not sure when this will 
actually be sent.

As I said in my last update, disease is going 
to be a problem. Well ... When clearing out 
some debris on Saturday afternoon, chunks of 
our neighbour’s roof, cardboard that fl ew in 
from who-knows-where, and for some reason 
lots of Styrofoam, there were pockets of mould 
already growing.

As I didn’t have a mask for protection, 
since most of the Walgreens and other phar-
macies are still closed, I ended up breathing in 
some of the spores. Now I have Strep Throat. 
I’ve been taking some antibiotics that were 
left over from the last time I was sick. Glad 
we still had them. I’ve had a fever off and on 
since Sunday night, so yesterday we tried to 
fi nd a doctor.

As most of the offi ces are closed due to 
damage, have no fuel for the generator or no 
generator at all, there are few options. We found 
an open hospital at 2200 last night. There were 
more people in the ER than I could count. Most 
people were still standing as all the seating had 
been taken hours ago. They were only taking 
people much worse off than me. When my wife 
asked how long it might take, the nurse just 
said, “Maybe sometime tomorrow.” My wife 
called another hospital and was lucky enough 
to have a nurse answer the phone.

After a brief conversation, she asked, “How 
busy is your ER?” the nurse replied, “It’s like 
the end of the world here. We might not be the 
only hospital open, but it sure feels like it.” We 
went back home.

Most hospitals and clinics are still closed. 
Many of the hospital staff are being sent to 
other facilities to try and alleviate some of the 
burden, but lines are still incredibly long.

Even though I still had a fever this morn-
ing, to keep the vehicles and generator running, 

my wife and I were up at 0430 to get in line at 
the local gas station. $30 per person is all that is 
allowed. In order to get the gas we needed, we 
both had to go. We returned home about 0820 
and I went back to bed. The gas station opened 
at 0600. We were 7th in line with gas cans. The 
line of cars stretched out for 4 blocks by the 
time made it to the pumps.

Bank lines are worse. They move faster 
than gas lines, of course, but there are many 
more people trying to get cash. No internet, no 
debit card. I’ll be standing in that line tomor-
row morning about 0500, but I should be home 
by lunch.

FEMA has now confi scated all the diesel 
fuel on the island. They will begin doling it 
out to hospitals and emergency services later 
this week. This means that workplaces won’t 
be able to get any diesel for their generators. 
Most of the pay cheques in San Juan will stop 
by the end of this week.

Problems at the ports are more serious. 
The governor is calling for anyone with a 
Commercial Driver’s License to help distrib-
ute the cargo coming off the ships. As cargo 
arrives, they can only move about 10% of it 
off the docks as they don’t have near enough 
drivers. Groceries are arriving, but not getting 
to the stores.

Congress will not suspend the foreign ships 
restriction to the port either, so everything must 
fi rst go through Florida to get here.

From Puerto Rico ...
Via Facebook

Each line, pole, relay, and transfer 
station will need to be fixed or 
replaced. This island is dark.
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The airport has been inundated with people 
trying to leave the island. American Airlines, 
Southwest, United, and Jet Blue all have wait-
ing lists of more than 2,000 people. Only 10 
fl ights are going out per day. Hundreds of 
people are camped out in the airport departures 
area waiting for a ticket, some for more than 2 
days now.

There is no food or water, other than what 
they bring or someone can bring them.

Most of the airport is without power, so 
there is no air conditioning either.

I have 9 two litre bottles of water left. Each 
has a date on the top of when to use it, to make 
sure we have enough water for the next week. 
We are running out of drinking water and there 
are no water points set up yet, so we’re trying 
to stretch it out as far as we can. The stores 
haven’t had water for a few days.

My girls don’t seem to mind any of this. At 
4 and 6, they don’t really understand the gravity 
of the situation, they’re just happy there isn’t 
any school! 

But I can tell they are getting some cabin 
fever. We can’t take them to the park. Parks are 
littered with debris, branches and broken trees. 
Parks probably won’t be cleaned up until the 
rest of the city is back to normal.

I’ll have to cook the rest of the meat we had 
frozen tonight on the BBQ. Even with a genera-
tor, things thaw.

We’ve been conserving our fuel as reserves 
are running low and everything has fi nally 
thawed out. We still have lots of canned food, 
but until the trucks are running again, no one 
trusts the meats in the stores. There’s no telling 
how long something may have sat on a shelf 
during the storm only to be refrozen when the 
generators kicked in. 

But sadly, even as many stores are throwing 
out their rotting foods, many desperate people 
are rooting through it, looking for something 
to take home.

I’m exhausted and still a little feverish, so 
I’m headed back to bed.

Feel free to share this with whomever and 
however you like. We need all the help we can 
get. 

Magazine

Tom Pearson

The phenomenon of the “disappeared” is not a foreign experience, 
found only in such crimes by the ruling powers as the dirty war 
in Argentina in the 1970s. The stolen generations of Aboriginal 
children – a state crime – is still underway and lately intensifi ed 
by the increased land grab by powerful vested interests, headed by 
the transnational mining corporations.

The new laws, under cover of anti-terrorism mooted last week by the 
Turnbull government – with the support of state governments – that along 
with other punitive measures, allows the state to abduct and incarcerate 
children as young as ten, should be viewed as beyond the government’s 
narrative of public safety and terrorism and its deception that the state is 
a benign machine administering care and protection to citizens.

It should also be seen in the wider context of the government’s com-
mitment to and preparations for a major confl ict in the Asia-Pacifi c (see 
Editorial page 2). These preparations include the ramping up of the mili-
tary industrial complex, turning Australia into a manufacturing hub for 
the production of weapons of mass destruction with its trillions in profi ts, 
and a missile shield, part of the interoperability and integration of the 
Australian military with that of the US.

Facial recognition technology will be deployed at airports and shop-
ping centres. “Suspects” will be detained for 14 days without charge, 
including children.

Terrorist acts, even as so widely defi ned in Australia, have resulted 
in three deaths: two at a café in Sydney’s Martin Place perpetrated by an 
individual with known mental health issues and a criminal record who 
had been taken off a police watch list; and another of a police employ-
ee outside Parramatta Police Centre in Sydney’s west carried out by a 
15-year-old boy.

These tragic events have been seen as an opportunity to be exploited 
by the government to introduce the oppressive powers of a police state.

Beginning in the late 1990s, legislation was introduced which made 
the defi nition of terrorism so wide, and the powers of ASIO so broad, 
that it is not just “terrorists” who have to worry about the laws. It is 
every Muslim, every activist, and every person who is concerned about 
civil rights.

Western world leaders claim that the September 11, 2001 attack in 
New York City has changed the world and, as a consequence, Australia 
is at risk of a terrorist attack.

These laws give ASIO, police and other authorities wide-ranging 
powers, which could be applied not only to terrorists or would-be ter-
rorists, but to anyone who might possess some information that ASIO 
or other authorities believe might “assist” them in relation to suspected 
individuals or groups.

These powers remove many important democratic rights, bypass 
courts and may be executed in complete secrecy. The penalties for 
breaches include life imprisonment, and the fact is that the introduction 
of these laws began well in advance of September 11, 2001. The govern-
ment has used the 2001 World Trade Centre bombing to justify passing 
further legislation.

The present “anti-terror” measures can be traced back to the pre-
Olympic period, when the Howard government passed legislation (gener-
ally supported by the ALP) to give the military certain powers to be used 
against civilians where there is a possibility of violence. These powers 
include giving the military the right to shoot to kill civilians.

The NSW state government also introduced a number of bills 
increasing police powers. These laws subsequently became permanent.

In early 2002, the federal government introduced a number of bills, 
including the Australian Security Intelligence Organisation Amendment 
(Terrorism) Bill 2002 (ASIO Terrorism Bill). It was eventually passed 
in 2003 with the government forced to concede some relatively minor 
amendments to get it through the Senate. It became law in 2003.

The bill was strongly opposed by civil rights groups, left political 
parties, some ethnic and religious groups, and sections of the legal fra-
ternity. Opposition to it never gained the momentum necessary to chal-
lenge and defeat the bill.

Using a broad defi nition of terrorism, the legislation creates a series 
of offences such as collecting or making documents connected with ter-
rorist acts, possessing things connected with terrorist acts or fi nancing 
terrorist acts. All offences can attract a penalty of life imprisonment.

People will be able to be held incommunicado with no right to a 
lawyer and no contact with family or the outside world. People could 
face up to fi ve years in jail for refusing to answer questions, removing 
people’s right to silence.

When it was suggested that Australia’s role in the war on and occu-
pation of Iraq might have created a real risk of a terrorist attack on 
Australians or in Australia, the government frantically denied any such 
link, to the point of gagging the Federal Police Commissioner Mick 
Keelty when he raised the possibility that Australia faced a bigger risk 
because of the war.

Objectively, the “war on terrorism” has resulted in the invasion and 
occupation of Afghanistan and Iraq. The stated reason for the invasion of 
Afghanistan was the pursuit and capture of Osama bin Laden, and for the 
invasion of Iraq that country’s alleged possession of “weapons of mass 
destruction”, both of which have been exposed as bogus.

Both the Coalition and the ALP have combined to stifl e public com-
ment on proposed anti-terrorism laws that threaten to criminalise social 
dissent. 

Children as enemies 
of the state

Photo: Anna Pha
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Emile Schepers

On Sunday, October 1, 10,000 
Spanish national police, includ-
ing the famous Guardia Civil 
(Civil Guard), intervened in an 
independence referendum organ-
ised by the autonomous regional 
government of Catalonia. Video 
evidence shows the police using 
excessive force in an attempt to 
block people from voting.

According to authorities of the 
Generalitat, which is the Catalan 
autonomous government headquar-
tered in Barcelona, 844 people were 
injured. The Spanish national gov-
ernment claimed that numerous secu-
rity offi cers were injured.

The battle over Catalonia’s rela-
tionship to the central government of 
Spain has been going on for centu-
ries, and there have been plenty of 
violent clashes before.

From monarchy to 
fascism to democracy

Catalonia, in far Northeastern 
Spain was, during the early Middle 
Ages, an effectively independent 
state ruled by the Count of Barcelona. 
In 1137, a royal marriage brought it 
under the rule of the old Kingdom 
of Aragon. Aragon did not interfere 
with the distinctive Catalan language 
or strongly participatory local admin-
istration. But when King Ferdinand 
of Aragon married Queen Isabella of 
Castile (yes, them) in 1469, a central-
ising process began.

Under the Habsburg dynasty, 
which ruled from 1516 to 1700, the 
friction between Barcelona and the 
central government was intensifi ed, 
but it really took off after the War 
of the Spanish Succession, when 

an Austrian Habsburg and a French 
Bourbon prince vied for the Spanish 
throne. Most Catalans supported the 
Austrian, but the Frenchman, Phillip 
V, won out, and things went down-
hill from there, with sharp restric-
tions of Catalan liberties. Throughout 
the period of the Bourbon kings of 
Spain, roughly until 1931 with a 
couple of breaks, Catalans chafed 
under Madrid’s rule.

Yet the favourable position 
of Barcelona as an important port 
helped Catalonia to move ahead of 
the rest of Spain in terms of indus-
trial development and the creation 
of a modern capitalist class system. 
In the late 19th and early 20th cen-
turies, there was intensifi cation of 
labour militancy and class struggle 
in Catalonia, with a fl ourishing of 
the anarchist and syndicalist move-
ments. Governments under King 
Alfonso XIII tried to suppress this, 
but eventually, in 1931, the king fl ed 
and the Second Spanish Republic 
was declared in all of Spain, with 
strong support in Catalonia.

One achievement of the 
Republic was to grant Catalonia a 
very advanced level of local auton-
omy. For this reason, when the 
Spanish Civil War broke out in 1936, 
Catalonia found itself very much in 
the Republican camp. The head of 
the Catalan Generalitat at that time, 
Lluís Companys of the Catalan 
Republican Left party, played a major 
leadership role in the Civil War.

But army general Francisco 
Franco and his fascist and monar-
chist allies won, which resulted in 
the immediate revocation of Catalan 
autonomy, the abolition of the 
Generalitat, and efforts to complete-
ly suppress the use of the Catalan 
language. Thousands of Catalan 

activists and leaders were murdered 
by the Franco regime, including Lluís 
Companys.

When Franco died in 1975, his 
repressive state began to unravel. In 
1978, a new monarchist constitution 
was approved which restored some 
of the democratic practices that had 
been won by Spanish republicans. 
The autonomy of Catalonia was 
restored, and the Catalan language 
was un-banned. Old political parties 
appeared, and new ones were organ-
ised all over Spain. Lluis Companys’ 
old leftist Esquerra reappeared, along 
with other Catalan parties of left and 
right that either supported or opposed 
independence.

The current Spanish prime min-
ister is Mariano Rajoy, a rightist 
who got his start in politics within 
the old Franco establishment. Rajoy, 
who has headed the Spanish govern-
ment since 2011, has promoted poli-
cies that have endangered the living 
standards of the working class and 
masses, threatened civil liberties with 
a “gag law” (Ley Mordaza), repealed 
two weeks ago, which severely 
penalised public protest, and the 
rights of organized labour.

Rajoy and many people around 
him are credibly accused of corrup-
tion. The corruption charges have 
even reached into the Spanish royal 
family.

Contested nationalism
The Catalan national movement, 

and now independence movement, 
includes both left- and right-wing 
political parties. The current presi-
dent of the Generalitat is Carles 
Puigdemont, of the Junts pel Sí 
(United for “Yes”) party, generally 
considered a right-centre Catalan 
nationalist group. He governs in coa-
lition with a left-wing pro-independ-
ence party, the Canditatura d’Unitat 
Popular (Popular Unity Candidacy). 
In the last election to the Catalan 
Parliament, in 2015, this two-party 
coalition won 47.8 percent of the 
vote, and 72 of the 135 seats.

But not every party in Catalonia 
is pro-independence. The socialist 
and communist groups in Catalonia 
and Spain are against the monar-
chy and the Rajoy government, but 
they opt for a more advanced form 
of federalism rather than independ-
ence. There are also Catalan par-
ties on the right that are militantly 
anti-independence.

So not everybody in Catalan pol-
itics thought the Generalitat’s idea of 
holding a referendum on independ-
ence at this point was a good one. 
This was true in the rest of Spain 
with parties which strongly repudi-
ate the Rajoy government and agree 
with more autonomy for Catalonia 
in a federal republic (not monarchy).

But Puigdemont and his allies 
forged ahead. Spain’s constitutional 
court ruled the referendum illegal. 
Rajoy’s government swore to shut it 
down, threatening to arrest and pros-
ecute hundreds of local Catalan offi -
cials if they helped to administer the 
poll. Ballot materials were confi scat-
ed by the central government.

Faced with such threats, many 
people in Catalonia who might not 
have originally supported a pro-
independence vote now felt that the 
heavy-handed methods of the Madrid 
government constituted a challenge 
to basic democratic rights.

At a national level, most parties 
on the left, including the Communists 
and PODEMOS, called for Catalonia 
to be allowed to vote on the matter, 
on the grounds of the right of peoples 
to self-determination. For people on 
the right nationwide, this was now a 
clash of Spanish patriotism against 
Catalan subversion. That set the stage 
for Sunday’s confrontation.

Rajoy’s authoritarian 
response

In the end, 90 percent of those 
who voted opted for independence 
from Spain, with around a 43 percent 
turnout. One must, however, take into 
consideration that most people who 
opposed the referendum did not vote. 
On the other hand, in some cases, the 
vote was successfully blocked.

On Tuesday, there were massive 
demonstrations against the central 
government’s move in Barcelona 
and other Catalan cities. The Catalan 
police, called Mossos d’Esquadra, 
and fi refi ghters were cheered because 
they were seen as having defended 
voters against the national police.

Puigdemont demanded that those 
who had ordered and carried out the 
repression be brought to justice, and 
that the damage they did to the build-
ings and furnishings where the voting 
was being carried out be paid for.

Puigdemont also announced that 
the Catalan parliament would meet 
and discuss the results of the vote, 

and whether this meant Catalonia 
will now declare full independence 
from Spain. Yet, he also insists that 
independence is about to be declared.

Meanwhile in Madrid, both 
Rajoy and King Felipe denounced 
the Catalan vote. Rajoy met with his 
coalition partners, the social demo-
cratic Socialist Workers’ Party of 
Spain (PSOE) and the right-populist 
Ciudadanos (Citizens’ Party). PSOE 
leader Pedro Sánchez chided the gov-
ernment for its heavy-handed tac-
tics and called for negotiations, but 
Ciudadanos demanded suspension of 
Catalan autonomy. There were dem-
onstrations of Spanish nationalists 
and fascists denouncing the Catalan 
vote.

The Communist Party of Spain 
(PCE) and its branch in Catalonia, 
PSUC-viu, denounced the repres-
sion as part of a tendency of Rajoy 
to crush democratic freedoms. In a 
joint statement signed by José Luis 
Centella, the General Secretary of 
the Communist Party, the two par-
ties said “we understand that this 
is not the time for unilateral meas-
ures, nor to apply article 155 of the 
Constitution, nor for a declaration of 
independence” (article 155 would 
permit the abolition of Catalan auton-
omy). At the same time, Centella 
called for more demonstrations in 
support of democratic rights.

Now what? Puigdemont has said 
there should be political negotiations 
mediated by an outside entity, per-
haps the European Union. But the 
leadership of the European Union 
has already declared itself complete-
ly against the Catalan referendum. 
Puigdemont has in his favour the 
fact that there is a lot of anger against 
Rajoy’s violent tactics, and also that 
Catalonia is Spain’s wealthiest and 
most prosperous region. Perhaps 
he thinks these two facts will force 
Rajoy to concede more autonomy, 
possibly in the form of Catalonia 
declaring itself a Republic with a 
federal relationship with the rest of 
Spain. This would be supported by 
much of the left in Spain. On the 
other hand, if Catalonia left Spain 
completely, it might have trouble 
negotiating separate membership in 
the European Union.

And the pro-independence forces 
in Catalonia might not be satisfi ed 
with anything less than full inde-
pendence at this point.
People’s World 

The deep roots of 
the Catalan crisis

Brisbane
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Nebojsa Malic

While Washington makes 
evidence-less claims of Russian 
interference in US politics, it is 
worth remembering an epidemic 
of “colour revolutions” around 
the world openly sponsored by 
the US, which began in Serbia 17 
years ago.

October 5, 2000 now seems a 
lifetime ago. It is worth reaching 
that far back in the memory to the 
fi rst “colour revolution”, a technique 
developed to overthrow governments 
Washington disliked and replacing 
them with more favourable and com-
pliant ones.

According to the offi cial narra-
tive crafted by the Western media and 
their franchises in Serbia, the right-
eous people revolted against the cor-
rupt, dictatorial regime of Slobodan 
Milosevic, took to the streets of 
Belgrade, stormed the public TV sta-
tion and the parliament, and estab-
lished freedom and democracy 
without bloodshed.

There is just one problem. None 
of it is true.

The US has long tried to replace 
Milosevic with someone more willing 
to obey unconditionally and remake 
what was then still Yugoslavia into 
yet another eastern European coun-
try that was “transitioned” from 
Communism and despoiled in the 
process. Previous attempts at doing 
so, from the 1995 intervention in 
Bosnia to the 1999 NATO attack and 
occupation of Kosovo, failed.

After Milosevic held out against 
the alliance for 78 days and eventu-
ally struck a negotiated armistice, 
agents of the National Endowment 
for Democracy (NED), the Soros 
Open Society Fund, USAID and 
other quasi-NGOs answering to 
Washington stepped up plans for 
regime change by other means.

US Ambassador Richard Miles 
“midwifed” the creation of the 
“Democratic Opposition of Serbia” 
(DOS), a hodgepodge of small par-
ties centred on the Democrats. The 
party’s leader, Zoran Dindic, was 
kept in the shadows since he polled in 
single digits. Instead, the coalition’s 
public face was Vojislav Kostunica, a 
mild-mannered law professor with no 
political baggage, picked as the best 
candidate against Milosevic in the 
September 24 presidential election.

Meanwhile, a student movement 
called “Otpor” (Resistance) was 
quickly taken over by US-trained 
activists, like Srda Popovic. Training 
sessions in Hungary, run by NED 
contractors instructed Otpor activ-
ists, taught participants how to 
ridicule, disrupt and attack the gov-
ernment through civil disobedience. 
“Suitcases of cash” smuggled across 
the border paid for posters, placards, 
t-shirts, street art and other brand-
ing, all featuring the iconic fi st logo. 
Another key NGO funded from 

the West was the Centre for Free 
Elections and Democracy (CESID), a 
self-appointed vote watchdog whose 
claims directly contradicted the offi -
cial electoral commission.

After the government announced 
that neither candidate got 50 percent 
of the vote and a runoff would be 
required, DOS and Otpor called for a 
general strike and mass street protests 
on October 5. Protesters stormed the 
Yugoslav Parliament and torched the 
ballot boxes stored there, convenient-
ly obliterating any evidence of who 
might have actually won the election.

After meeting with Kostunica, 
Milosevic agreed to step down 
peacefully, robbing the rebels of 
some of their momentum. As a result, 
Đindic was unable to implement 
the full revolutionary agenda, with 
Kostunica objecting to his trampling 
of the laws in the name of “reform-
ist” expediency.

Ever since then, however, who 
ruled Serbia was never really decided 
at the ballot box but at the US embas-
sy, with either pre- or post-elector-
al alliances or cynical schemes to 
manipulate the parliamentary major-
ity. Most recently, in 2012, leaders of 
the Radical Party re-branded them-
selves as the Progressives to get the 
US blessing to take over – and went 
on to deliver most of Washington’s 
demands when it came to giving up 
the occupied province of Kosovo, 
among other things.

Exporting 
“democracy”

None of this really mattered to 
the revolution’s backers; they only 
wanted a vassal regime in Belgrade, 
the actual rule of law, democracy or 
human rights in Serbia be damned. 
They also decided the October 5 
formula was too good to be used 
just once and set out to deploy it 
elsewhere.

Ambassador Miles oversaw the 
2003 “Rose Revolution” in Georgia, 
installing in power the US-educated 
Mikhail Saakashvili. This, too, 
proved detrimental to the country’s 
actual inhabitants: Saakashvili start-
ed the August 2008 war with Russia, 
lost the war, and the 2012 election, 
and fl ed the country before he could 
be arrested for corruption. He later 
joined the US-backed government in 
Ukraine, but that’s another story.

In 2004, the US sponsored the 
“Orange Revolution” in Kiev, back-
ing a DOS-like coalition led by 
Viktor Yushchenko. By that point, 
Washington wasn’t even pretending 
to be uninvolved.

“US campaign behind the tur-
moil in Kiev,” ran a UK Guardian
headline from November 26, 2004, 
talking about the role of Miles in 
Georgia and his colleague Michael 
Kozak in Belarus.

“The operation – engineering 
democracy through the ballot box and 

civil disobedience – is now so slick 
that the methods have matured into a 
template for winning other people’s 
elections,” wrote the Guardian’s Ian 
Traynor, noting that “the campaign 
was fi rst used in Europe in Belgrade 
in 2000.”

A decade later, “colour revolu-
tion” techniques would once again 
be used in Ukraine, culminating 
in the February 2014 coup against 
President Viktor Yanukovich and the 
subsequent crisis in Crimea and the 
Donbass.

Mind-snatchers
The manual for this kind of 

coup was written by US scholar 
Gene Sharp. But it was the former 
Otpor activists who spread it across 
the world. In 2004, Popovic found-
ed CANVAS (Centre for Applied 
NonViolent Action and Strategies) 
and began traveling the world ped-
dling his revolutionary methods 
to whoever was Uncle Sam’s next 
target.

A 2011 documentary about the 
revolution business followed Otpor/
CANVAS activity to North Africa 
during that year’s “Arab Spring” 
uprisings.

Wherever they go, these agents 
of chaos infect the target country’s 
politics, manipulating genuine local 
activists into becoming the agents 
of their people’s demise. While they 
preach democracy, their dirty tricks 
are effectively destroying its credibil-
ity in the long term. That’s fi ne with 
them, however; the objective is not 
democracy but obedience. Besides, 
they won’t stick around to see the 
consequences – there is always the 
next revolution to plan and execute.

And they always mobilise the 
young. They sing the seductive song 
of “bringing down a dictator” (there’s 
even a documentary! With a celebrity 
narrator!) to people who think that 
will solve all of their problems.

Before the dust from the “revolu-
tion” clears, however, the CANVAS 
consultants have moved off to the 
next target, leaving their duped stu-
dents to watch in horror as their 
countries descend into strife or chaos. 
If they are extremely lucky, they end 
up replacing one corrupt regime with 
another, only this time beholden to 
foreign masters.

While the “colour revolutions” 
are not always successful, even the 
failed ones cause severe damage to 
the target country’s politics. Also, 
once infected, a country is always in 
danger of relapse.

Popovic was most recently sight-
ed in Hungary, at the beginning of 
September, amid growing protests 
against that country’s stubbornly 
independent government that eerily 
resemble the blueprint established in 
Serbia, 17 years ago.
RT – Russian Today 

International

Flashback to Yugoslavia

Slobodan Milosevic.

Japan: On October 6 Japan’s Dentsu Inc was fi ned a mere 
500,000 yen ($4,400) which is strikingly small for a company that 
reported $10 billion in annual revenue for 2015. This was after a 
Tokyo court ruled it had made employees work overtime beyond 
legal limits. Matsuri Takahashi had worked 105 hours of overtime 
in October 2015 after which she fell into depression. She jumped 
to her death from a company dormitory on Christmas day, leav-
ing behind a trail of public grievances on social media about her 
relentless working hours and boss’s verbal abuse.

Bangladesh: On September 21 at least six workers were killed 
and many more injured in a tragic accident, when fi re engulfed a 
textile factory in Munshiganj, near Dhaka. The Ideal Textile Mill 
factory was in a mixed residential and industrial area in a multi-
storey building. The fi re was thought to have originated on the fi rst 
fl oor where chemicals were being stored while renovations were 
going on. This fi re is only the latest of several other deadly factory 
incidents in the country’s textile industry this year and is a direct 
consequence of ongoing repression of independent unions.

Cambodia: On October 5 the Ministry of Labour chief announced, 
after annual tripartite consultation talks, that the minimum wage for 
a Cambodian garment worker would be increased to US$170 for 
2018, an increase of US$5. The textile industry in Cambodia gen-
erates $6 billion annually.

Nepal: The Nepalese government reissued a warning on October 
4 to workers to refrain from enforcing or causing others to enforce 
any form of strike or protest in a manner to obstruct the supply 
and delivery of essential services, with legal action against indi-
viduals who participate in strikes under the Essential Services 
Operation Act, 1957. Some essential services where strikes are 
prohibited include postal, telecommunications, transportation, air-
port runway and aeroplane repair and maintenance services, the 
mint and government press, also any service of defence affairs of 
the Nepal government relating to the function of arms, ammuni-
tion or production of any military goods and services concerning 
water supply, tourism, petroleum supply, including cooking gas, 
health services, waste management, banking, electricity supply, 
insurance and transportation, storage and distribution of consumer 
goods including rice, lentils, edible oil and salt.

Andrew E Rayment

Region Briefs

Sydney

“WE ARE ALL VENEZUELA”
Wayne Sonter reports back from Venezuela
Special guest speakers including Daniel Gasparri
Come and hear what is happening right now in Venezuela. 
The continuing fi ght against US imperialism there. 
Implementing the Bolivarian revolution. Democracy! 
Housing! Healthcare! Education! 

6 pm Saturday October 21
MUA Building 365 Sussex Street Sydney (upstairs room)

Free – donation at door (optional) For further info: Linda or Tom 02 96998844 
Organised by CPA Sydney District Committee
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Cooperation the key
On Tuesday, September 26, 2017, at the 
proposal of the Cuban side, the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Cuba, 
Bruno Rodríguez Parrilla, was received by 
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson at the State 
Department.

The meeting took place in a respectful 
ambiance.

The Cuban Minister reiterated to Secretary 
of State Tillerson the condolences on behalf 
of the Cuban people and government for the 
damages caused by hurricanes Harvey and 
Irma in the United States and expressed his 

gratitude for the sympathies expressed by the 
State Department to our people for the damages 
caused by hurricane Irma to Cuba.

The main purpose of the meeting was to 
address the incidents reported by US diplomats 
accredited in Havana.

The Cuban Foreign Minister reiterated 
the seriousness, celerity and professionalism 
with which the Cuban authorities have taken 
on this issue. Following instructions from the 
top level of the Cuban government, a priority 
investigation was opened as from the moment 
these incidents were fi rst reported and addi-
tional measures were adopted to protect the 
US diplomats and their relatives. This has 
been recognised by the representatives of the 
US specialised agencies who have travelled to 
Cuba as from June, whose visits have been con-
sidered as positive by the Cuban counterparts.

Minister Bruno reiterated to Secretary 
Tillerson how important it was for the US 
authorities to cooperate, in an effective way, 
with the Cuban authorities in order to clarify 
these incidents, which are unprecedented in 
Cuba.

He likewise reaffirmed to Secretary 
Tillerson that the decision and the argument 
claimed by the US government to withdraw 
two Cuban diplomats from Washington were 

unwarranted and emphasised that Cuba strict-
ly abides by its obligations under the Vienna 
Convention on the protection and integrity of 
diplomats, an area in which it keeps an impec-
cable record.

He reaffi rmed that the Cuban government 
has never perpetrated nor will it ever perpe-
trate attacks of any kind against diplomats. The 
Cuban government has never permitted nor will 
it ever permit the use of its territory by third 
parties for this purpose.

Likewise, he stated that according to the 
preliminary results obtained by the Cuban 
authorities in their investigations, which have 
borne in mind the information given by the 
US authorities, there is no evidence so far of 
the cause or the origin of the health disorders 
reported by the US diplomats.

The Foreign Minister reaffi rmed that the 
investigation to resolve this matter is still in 
progress and that Cuba has a keen interest in 
bringing it to closure, for which it is essential 
to count on the effective cooperation of the 
US authorities. He also stated that it would be 
regrettable that a matter of this nature is politi-
cised and that hasty decisions not supported by 
conclusive evidence and investigation results 
are taken.

On the other hand, the Minister reiterated 

the willingness of Cuba to continue holding the 
bilateral dialogue on areas of common interest, 
based on respect and sovereign equality, despite 
the profound differences that exist between the 
two countries.

Cuban Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Refugee solidarity 
film-showing and 
discussion 5/12/2017

Noam Chomsky has called Australia’s 
treatment of refugees “an indescribable dis-
grace” (personal communication). Come and 
see the remarkable 2008 fi lm, A Well-Founded 
Fear, followed by a discussion of where to now 
for justice. Phil Glendenning of the Edmund 
Rice Centre, narrator of the fi lm, will be taking 
part. It will be at 6pm Tuesday 5th December 
at the Edmund Rice Centre, 15 Henley Rd, 
Homebush, a 1-2 minute walk from Flemington 
station.

All concerned people and groups are 
warmly invited to attend. Free entrance, and 
refreshments provided. Phone the Edmund Rice 
Centre on 02 8762 4200.

Many thanks
Stephen Langford

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

At fi rst sight, it seems curious that 
right-wingers can be so adamant 
that global warming is some sort 
of Commie plot. Until you realise 
that denying climate change – and 
especially denying that it has any-
thing to do with the burning of 
fossil fuels – benefi ts some of the 
most reactionary sectors of capi-
tal: those businesses that make 
their money from the extraction 
and use of oil and coal.

William Rivers Pitt, commenting 
on the recent devastating hurricanes 
Harvey, Irma, Jose, and Maria said 
in Truthout “Four massive storms 
in a row, each rewriting meteoro-
logical history with their sheer size 
and strength ... This is what climate 
change looks like: More water in the 
atmosphere makes for larger, strong-
er storms. ...

“And, of course, this will be 
ignored, because climate denial 
feeds the profi ts of the few. This is 
the United States, where Jim Inhofe 
can bring a snowball to the well of 
the Senate as evidence that climate 
change is a hoax. Rush Limbaugh 
spent a week telling his millions of 
listeners that the Irma warnings were 
‘fake news’ before fl eeing his own 
Florida home just before the storm 
hit.”

Hurricane Harvey ravaged 
Texas, playing havoc with that 
state’s oil industry and spreading 
pollution throughout the region. 
President Donald Trump, however, 
is a confi rmed climate change denier 
and since he changed the person-
nel in charge of the Environmental 
Protection Agency that body now 
does as he says: so according to the 
EPA, all is well in Texas.

That kind of head-in-the-sand 
approach to serious environmental 
catastrophes cannot be sustained for 
long. Sooner rather than later, real-
ity will force its way into the con-
versation and even the Trumpites in 
Washington will be called upon to 
take action.

Not that reality particularly wor-
ries the Donald, of course. Just look 
at the way he campaigned for elec-
tion on a platform to “make America 
great again”. And the way he shame-
lessly denies that his outrageous 
courting of Nazis, the Ku Klux Klan 
and other racists is responsible for the 
surge in racist violence in the USA. 
He waited days after an anti-rac-
ist protester was deliberately killed 
hoping he could avoid having to con-
demn her murder.

When his advisers made it clear 
he would have to speak up, he tried to 

apportion blame to “all sides” negat-
ing the benefits his advisers had 
hoped his speech would generate. 
But Trump, in his arrogance, believes 
he can lecture – or threaten – the rest 
of the world with impunity. Look at 
the fi asco of his recent performance 
at the UN, where he blamed the polit-
ical and economic crisis in Venezuela 
on Socialism! 

Surely all diplomats, especial-
ly those from Latin America – and, 
indeed, from developing nations 
almost anywhere – are well aware 
that the disturbances and economic 
disruption in Venezuela are the result 
of gross interference in the country’s 
internal affairs by the US? 

Trump not only tried to blame 
it on the Venezuelans themselves, 
but specifi cally on the Bolivarian 
Revolution: “The problem in 
Venezuela is not that socialism has 
been poorly implemented, but that 
socialism has been faithfully imple-
mented,” he said. 

I’ll bet his speech-writer thought 
that was a real zinger. In fact, after 
he said it and presumably in accord-
ance with the instructions embedded 
in his speaker’s notes being projected 
on the small monitor screen in front 
of him, Trump dramatically paused 
for applause. And was greeted by a 

“painfully awkward” silence – and 
some scattered laughter.

“Eventually, some in the hall qui-
etly applauded the comment – but 
only after Trump waited desperate-
ly for several long moments,” noted 
Jake Johnson in US journal Common 
Dreams.

It was Trump’s first address 
before the UN General Assembly, a 
body created amidst the death and 
destruction of WW2 for the express 
purpose of preserving world peace, 
and he behaved exactly as his grow-
ing army of critics in the US antic-
ipated: in Johnson’s words, “he 
used the occasion to threaten North 
Korea with ‘total’ destruction (a 
remark critics denounced as ‘geno-
cidal’), ponder a ‘military option’ in 
Venezuela, and boast about the stock 
market.”

It is easy – in fact too easy – to 
deride Donald Trump’s crassness and 
to mock his ignorance and oafi sh per-
sona, but we must never forget that 
lots of people also found Hitler a 
joke, until the reality of the slogan 
“Fascism means War” was brought 
home to them in the worst possible 
way and 60 million people perished. 
And that was before anyone had 
nuclear weapons.

The US has been threatening 

the nuclear destruction of the DPRK 
(North Korea) for decades but has 
been deterred by the knowledge that 
Russia and China could not stand idly 
by while the US carried out its threat. 
However, Donald Trump seems even 
less likely to be amenable to popular 
pressure or even common sense than 
any other post-war occupant of the 
Oval Offi ce. 

The risk of a belligerent, boastful 
braggart – interested only in boost-
ing his own property and invest-
ment portfolio – taking us all into 
a nuclear war to satisfy his rampant 
ego, is too great to contemplate with 
equanimity.

Russia and China can threaten 
the US with nuclear retaliation and 
we would all hope that the Pentagon 
can convince the White House that 
the threat is not only real but not sur-
vivable, so that war talk remains just 
talk.

At the same time, the rest of us 
need to put all the pressure we can 
on governments of every stamp to 
stand up for peaceful policies and the 
development of renewable energy, 
because the alternative is too awful 
to contemplate. We would be pretty 
stupid if we avoided nuclear war only 
to destroy the planet’s capacity to 
sustain life, wouldn’t we? 

Hurricanes, 
hoaxes and 
nuclear 
holocaust

Culture
&Lifeby

Rob Gowland

People wade through a fl ooded street in Houston.
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Scott Hiley

“On the one hand we are called to 
play the good Samaritan on life’s 
roadside; but that will be only an 
initial act. One day we must come 
to see that the whole Jericho road 
must be transformed so that men 
and women will not be constantly 
beaten and robbed as they make 
their journey on life’s highway. 
True compassion is more than 
fl inging a coin to a beggar; it is 
not haphazard and superfi cial. 
It comes to see that an edifi ce 
which produces beggars needs 
restructuring.”

Dr Martin Luther King Jr

As I write this, we have no word 
of a motive, or even of a fi nal 
death toll, in the mass shooting 
at a country music concert in Las 
Vegas.

And so, what can we say?
We offer our condolences – once 

again, in a ritual that has become as 
American as the fl ag – to the loved 
ones of those killed. To the injured, 
we send our best wishes for a quick 
recovery. To deliberately take, or 
attempt to take, a human life is a 
grievous thing.

And, once again, with our hands 
raised in mourning and our heads 
bowed in grief and introspection, we 
ask how and why such a thing can 
happen.

To answer that question, we do 
not need to know what particular 
loathsome whispers and poisonous 
thoughts introduced fi nger to trig-
ger, and bullets to innocent fl esh. It 
is enough to look ourselves, and our 
society, squarely in the face.

It happens because we learn 
more from bad examples than from 
good advice, and because we live in 
a society where life is cheaply held.

When we see that environmen-
tal wreckage, war, and displacement 
of populations can be justifi ed by 
the value extracted for shareholders, 
what do we learn, except to ration-
alise suffering and explain away 
misery as the way of the world?

When we see rubber bullets, and 
tear gas grenades, and batons used to 
control protestors, what can we con-
clude, in our secret reasoning, except 
that violence is the price of order?

When we are told that health 
care is not a human right, what 
can we realise, except that health 
and sickness, respite and suffering, 
life and death are rationed out with 
property?

And when, fi nally, we are shown 
that the state bears no responsibility 
for the lives or welfare of its people; 
when the jobless and the homeless 
are thrown on the mercy of private 
charity; when the law protects the 
right of gun owners to shoot people 
that frighten them, and the right of 
drivers to run down protestors that 
inconvenience them, and the right of 
the rich to loot the funds set aside to 
help the poor, what lesson are we to 
draw?

Only this: that under capitalism, 
the decision to protect life or take it, 
to infl ict suffering or to relieve it, is 
an individual decision about the use 
of property, to be made without the 
interference of the state.

In the law, the concept of “moral 
hazard” designates the danger of 
bad examples, the idea that allow-
ing someone to get away with some-
thing sets a precedent for harmful 
behaviour.

The epidemic of mass shootings 
is evidence that we have disregarded 
the moral hazard of capitalism. 

We have rubbed for so long 
against this perverse and inhuman 
system that the distinction between 

citizen and executioner, between 
order and violence, has been worn 
away.

And so gun control is good. And 
vigils against violence are good. And 
teaching love, and tolerance, and 
respect is good. 

But in the end, as Dr King said, 
“the whole Jericho road must be 
transformed.” 

As long as property rights include 
the right to deal violence, suffering, 
and death, we will recite the litany of 
condolences in an endless loop.
People’s World 

The Guardian
Editorial Offi ce

74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010
Ph: 02 9699 8844 Fax: 02 9699 9833

Email: guardian@cpa.org.au

Editor: Tom Pearson

Published by
Guardian Publications Australia Ltd
74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010

Printed by Spotpress
24-26 Lilian Fowler Pl Marrickville 2204

Responsibility for electoral comment
is taken by T Pearson,

74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010

Subscription to The Guardian
12 months: $100 ($80 conc / $150 solidarity) 6 months: $55 ($40 conc / $80 solidarity)
Special offer : 10 issues for $10 (new subscriptions only)
NAME:    ___________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________

_______________________________________POSTCODE:____________

Pay by  Cheque Money order (Payable to “Guardian Publications”)
Phone in details on 02 9699 8844 or info@cpa.org.au
Or send to: Guardian Subscriptions
 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010
or by credit card:  Mastercard  Visa *$20 minimum on cards
Card # _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _
Amount: ________ Expiry Date: ____/____  Date: ________
Signature:________________________________________

Every Thursday 6:30 pm
GAELIC CLUB

1/64 Devonshire Street Surry Hills

Joe Nagy 02 9489 0530

jnagy@froggy.com.au

www.politicsinthepub.org.au

October 12
GREED AS THE MOTIVE IN 
RESIDENTIAL CARE FOR THE ELDERLY
• Paul Sadler, CEO, Presbyterian Aged Care, NSW & ACT
• Adele Ferguson, ABC 4 Corners journalist

October 19
BIG DATA, PSYCHOMETRICS AND BESPOKE 
VOTER TARGETING: HOW CAMBRIDGE ANALYTICA 
FACILITATED THE TRUMP AND BREXIT VICTORIES
• Cathy Vogan, Documentarian, Lecturer in Film & Communications, 

PhD candidate at QUT
• Max Kaye, Co-founder of Flux Democracy & X01

October 26
THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION AND ITS RELEVANCE TODAY
• Dr Hannah Middleton, Australian Communist Party
• Prof Roger Markwick, School of Humanities & Social Science, 

Newcastle University

November 2
NO MEETING DUE TO SYDNEY PEACE PRIZE

November 9
OFF SHORE DETENTION CENTRES: AUSTRALIA’S 
SHAME
• lan Rintoul, Refugee Action Coalition
• Lee Rhiannon, Australian Greens Senator

November 16
ECONOMICS FOR A WARMING PLANET: 
LIMITS TO GROWTH, THE SIMPLER WAY AND 
THE STEADY STATE ECONOMY
• Ted Trainer, retired academic, School of Social Sciences, UNSW
• Haydn Washington, environmental writer and scientist

POLITICSin the pub

Sydney

The moral hazard 
of capitalism

Australian Marxist Review
Journal of the Communist Party of Australia

IDEAS
THEORY
POLICIES
EXPERIENCE
DISCUSSION

74 Buckingham 
St, Surry Hills, 
NSW 2010

02 9699 8844

shop@cpa.org.au

cpa.org.au/amr

Credit cards incl type, 
name, number & exp date. 

4 issues are $25
including P&H within au



12  October 11, 2017 Guardian

John Ellison

For Russians at the time, the 
seizure of political power by the 
Bolsheviks in Petrograd took 
place on October 25, because 
that was the date according to 
the Julian calendar applicable in 
semi-medieval Tsarist Russia.

But for observers in Britain at 
the time it took place on November 
7. And ever since, readers of histo-
ries have needed reassurance, when 
given dates, as to whether the revo-
lution was being allocated to October 
or November.

US socialist reporter John Reed’s 
legendary fi rst-hand account – Ten 
Days that Shook the World – opted for 
November, as did WH Chamberlin’s 
1935 classic The Russian Revolution.

EH Carr’s magisterial The 
Bolshevik Revolution (1950) pre-
ferred October and so has China 
Mieville’s strikingly vivid and sym-
pathetic 2017 account, entitled, 
simply enough: October.

The more fundamental argu-
ment has been about which side to 
be on, looking back 100 years: the 
Bolshevik or another. Mieville’s 
stance is unashamedly pro-Bolshevik 
– he writes in an epilogue: “It is not 
for nostalgia’s sake that the strange 
story of the fi rst socialist revolution 
in history deserves celebration. The 
standard of October declares that 
things changed once, and they might 
do so again.”

In the preface he writes: “This 
was Russia’s revolution, certainly, 
but it belonged and belongs to others, 
too. It could be ours.”

Not many people today argue 
that tsarism should have regained 
power following its collapse early in 
the year and its replacement by a pro-
visional government which operated, 
not exactly in partnership, along-
side the unprecedented role of local 
Soviets or councils of workers’ and 
soldiers’ representatives.

And fans of the provisional gov-
ernment may acknowledge, through 
its decision to continue an unpopular, 
imperialist and disastrous war against 
Germany and Austria, that it was dig-
ging its own grave.

But the Lenin-led Bolshevik 
Party was also forced on to the back 

foot in early July, after attempting to 
rein in an out-of-control anti-gov-
ernment rebellion on the streets of 
Petrograd. Suppression of the dem-
onstrations was followed by the 
arrests of Bolshevik leaders includ-
ing Leon Trotsky and Alexandra 
Kollontai, and by Lenin’s escape to 
Finland.

On the other hand, the provi-
sional government, of which “token 
socialist” Alexander Kerensky was 
prime minister from July, was not 
gaining support at a time of disloca-
tion of transport, rampant infl ation, 
food shortages and dire poverty.

Its Galician military offensive in 
July was an abysmal failure, accom-
panied by mass desertions, and then 
came the fi asco of the attempted mili-
tary coup by General Lavr Kornilov 
at the end of August.

These were godsends to the 
growth in popularity of the “peace 
and land” program of the Bolsheviks, 
previously a minority in many sovi-
ets but increasingly a majority around 
the country.

On September 14 came Lenin’s 
revival of the call “All power to the 
Soviets” in Rabochi Put (Workers’ 
Road), and, less publicly, his calls 
to the party’s more cautious central 
committee to accept that the time was 
ripe to take power.

Soon afterwards Lenin moved 
first from Helsinki to the closer 
Vyborg and then, on October 7, into 
Petrograd, a secret guest in the apart-
ment of fellow Bolshevik Marguerita 
Fofanova in Serdobolskaya Street. 
Even the party’s central committee 
was denied his address at that time.

On October 10 he took part in 
a central committee meeting, when 
he and nine other members of a 
depleted committee voted to prepare 
for armed insurrection, leaving the 
detailed arrangements and the timing 
for later.

The two dissentients, Lev 
Kamenev and Grigory Zinoviev, 
believed a rising would be savagely 
suppressed.

But more support was needed 
for the decision to be activated. 
On October 15, the overwhelming 
majority of the Petrograd organisa-
tion voted for the rising and the next 
day a central committee meeting 

(enhanced by factory and railway 
workers and military representatives) 
followed suit.

The following day the 
Petrograd Soviet created a Military 
Revolutionary Committee under the 
presidency of Trotsky (released some 
weeks before from prison). It was 
this body which took responsibility 
for the preparations.

With nine days to go, on October 
18, Kamenev, speaking for himself 
and Zinoviev in Maxim Gorky’s 
independent paper New Life, blew the 
insurrection plan, and their objection 
to it, to the Kerensky government and 
to the world.

Condemnation of their action by 
the central committee followed, but 
the provisional government’s weak-
ness enabled the uprising to stay on 
track.

It should be effected, the plan-
ners decided, before the Second All-
Russian Congress of Soviets met on 
the evening of October 25.

Kamenev and Zinoviev, however 
doubt-ridden, soon re-joined the rest 
of the leadership.

So what did take place on October 
25, according to the Julian calendar? 
Go back one day, to October 24.

In the small hours prime minister 
Kerensky ordered government troops 
to move against the Bolsheviks, fi rst 
suppressing Bolshevik newspapers 
including Rabochi Put, posting more 
defenders in the Winter Palace and 
other places, ordering the cruiser 
Aurora (with its pro-Bolshevik crew) 
to put out to sea, and later in the day 
attempting to bar passage across the 
main Neva bridges, resisted strongly 
by large anti-government crowds.

In response, the Military 
Revolutionary Committee restored 
the newspapers to life and counter-
manded the order to the Aurora.

During the day Lenin, from 
Fofanova’s apartment, wrote a letter 
to the central committee. His position 
regarding an immediate uprising did 
not require much interpretation. He 
wrote that “it is now absolutely clear 
that to delay the uprising would be 
fatal.”

But, reinforcing the letter, he 
sent himself too. His every step on 
the streets of Petrograd risked arrest. 
He left Fofanova a cryptic note: “I 

am going where you did not want me 
to go. Goodbye. Ilych.”

Mieville tells us that shortly 
before midnight on October 24, a 
crudely disguised Vladimir Ilyich 
Lenin (wig plus face bandages) 
arrived at the Smolny Institute, for-
tunately attracting insuffi cient suspi-
cion to be arrested by a provisional 
government mounted patrol.

During the night shared by 
October 24 and 25, the Bolsheviks 
moved from defence to overt 
insurrection.

Towards four in the morning 
journalist John Reed was in the outer 
hall of the Smolny Institute and 
learned from the Bolshevik Sergey 
Zorin, a returnee from the US – a rifl e 
slung from his soldier, that the insur-
rection had begun: “We’re moving ... 
We pinched the assistant minister of 
justice and the minister of religions. 
They’re down cellar now. One regi-
ment is on the march to capture the 
telephone exchange, another the tele-
graph agency, another the state bank. 
The Red Guard is out ...”

Standing outside, Reed had his 
fi rst sight of Red Guards – “a huddled 
group of boys in workers’ clothes, 
carrying guns with bayonets, talking 
nervously together ... Behind us great 
Smolny, bright with lights, hummed 
like a gigantic hive ...”

The Bolshevik forces took over 
the electric station, enabling them 
to disconnect government build-
ings. The main city post offi ce was 
occupied, as was the Nikolaevsky 
Station. And as the armoured ship 
Aurora, through a command of the 

Military Revolutionary Committee, 
advanced close to the Nikolaevsky 
bridge, government forces guarding 
it fl ed, soon replaced by Bolshevik 
sailors and workers.

On the evening of October 25 
the Second All-Russian Congress of 
Soviets met, an hour after the Aurora
fi red a fi rst blank shot in the direc-
tion of the Winter Palace, and hours 
after Lenin’s proclamation had been 
printed and circulated via walls and 
telegraph wires.

It began: “To the citizens of 
Russia. The provisional government 
has been overthrown ...”

Almost. The palace was taken 
around 2 am on October 26. The min-
isters arrested there did not include 
Kerensky, who had left to join a 
counter-revolutionary general com-
manding Cossack troops, intending 
to return with them. But he never did. 
He escaped the country in disguise 
after these troops were forced to 
retreat when they advanced towards 
Petrograd.

There was no Bolshevik retreat 
on the evening of October 26 when 
Lenin addressed the Second Congress 
with: “We shall now proceed to build 
the socialist order,” going on to pro-
pose, to enormous applause, the 
abolition of private property in land 
and calling for immediate negotia-
tions between the warring countries 
towards a democratic peace.

A week later Moscow was as 
red as Petrograd. The great socialist 
experiment had begun.
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