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declaration of war
CPA statement

Last week, US president Donald
Trump addressed the United
Nations and made a declaration
of war against a number of UN
member-states. In a dictatorial
diatribe that paid lip service in
passing to the UN’s peace-keeping
mission, the leader of the biggest
nuclear weapons power presented
a picture of the world where each
country stands alone in pursuit of
their own interests to the exclusion
of all others.

The declared subjects of the dec-
laration of war — grouped together as
“rogue regimes” — are North Korea,
Iran and Venezuela. Beating the
drums of war, Trump announced to
the 193 UN-member states that the
US will be spending “$700 billion on
our military ... our military will soon
be the strongest it has ever been.”

“We live in a time of extraordi-
nary opportunity”, he stated. “But
each day also brings news of grow-
ing dangers that threaten everything
we cherish and value. Terrorists and
extremists have gathered strength
and spread to every region of the
planet. Rogue regimes represented
in this body (UN) not only support
terrorists, but threaten other nations
and their own people with the most
destructive weapons known to
humanity.”

In reference to the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea (North
Korea), Trump threatened to spark a
nuclear conflagration: “The United
States has great strength and patience,
but if it is forced to defend itself or its
allies, we will have no choice but to
totally destroy North Korea.”

Aside from this outrageous threat
to annihilate an entire country, such
an act would inevitably escalate a
chain reaction leading to world-wide
catastrophe: the destruction of life on
earth.

There is no such thing as “limited
nuclear war”.

Israel, the military arm of the US
in the Middle East and itself a global
pariah for its abuse of human rights,
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is playing a wider role beyond the
Middle East in the strategy to esca-
late US hegemony. Thus in praise,
following Trump’s diatribe, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said he had never heard “a bolder or
more courageous speech” at the UN.

Throughout his speech Trump
peddled successive versions of the
Big Lie:

“In America we do not seek to
impose our way of life on anyone ...”

“In America the people govern,
the people rule and the people are
sovereign.”

“In foreign affairs, we are renew-
ing the principle of sovereignty.”

And: “The United States of
America has been among the great-
est forces for good in the history of
the world and the greatest defender
of sovereignty.”

Alluding to developments since
the conclusion of WW2, the lie then
became an insult to the intelligence
of the international community: “It
is an eternal credit to the American
character that even after we and our
allies emerged victorious from the
bloodiest war in history, we did not
seek territorial expansion ...”

On terrorism, without giving
details, Trump stated ominous-
ly, “I have also totally changed the
rules of our engagement in our fight
against the Taliban and other terror-
ist groups.” The US has launched
airstrikes, two land invasions, and
drone strikes around the world since
the September 11, 2001 attack in
New York City, after which — under
cover of the “war on terror” — former
George W Bush proclaimed “endless
war”.

The most blatant hypocrisy from
Trump was the constant reference
to the sovereignty of nations. Even
without recounting the US history of
successive violations of the sover-
eignty and independence of nations
around the world, the speech over and
over again threatened the destruction
of these two fundamental tenants of
the UN, targeting North Korea, Iran,

Trump addresses the United Nations.

Syria, China, Russia, Venezuela and
Cuba, the latter two demonised in the
language of the cold war as “socialist
dictatorship”.

Further, he continued, “From the
Soviet Union to Cuba to Venezuela,
wherever ... socialism or communism
has been adopted, it has delivered
anguish and devastation and failure”.

Australia has a central role in
the strategy being played out in the
power shift of global spheres of
interest. US spy bases in Australia
direct attacks to their targets in con-
flicts, with preparations for war in
the region increasingly evident in
the growing US military presence in
Australia’s north, targeted not only at
North Korea but also China.

The vision of self-interest and

ultra-nationalism expounded in the
Trump speech is the belligerence
of an imperialist power looking to
reconfigure power toward the New
World Order pronounced by the
US towards the end of last century.
Globalisation, the term used to define
this phase of imperialism, was to be
the means by which this new order
was to be delivered.

To achieve this new form of
world slavery, the ruling class in the
US and its sycophantic allies, such as
Australia, will use all means availa-
ble to them: military power, econom-
ic control and domination, political
and ideological manipulation and
terrorism.

Nonetheless, there are sharp con-
tradictions and antagonisms between

the main capitalist groupings. Each
wants to dominate and strives to
protect its interests while trying to
expand their “spheres of interest” and
take more of the markets.

The New World Order is about
imposing the world-wide domination
of capital by a system going deeper
into crisis at every turn.

The CPA — in concert with
the overwhelming response of the
international community — calls
for negotiations on an equal basis
to resolve differences between
nations and condemns any moves
to increase tensions that could lead
to conflict.

See page 3 for statement by
the Tudeh (Communist) Party of
Iran. &
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Australia’s tragic energy fiasco

Last week foreign Minister Julie Bishop restated Australia’s
commitment to the crucial Paris Climate Change agreement
aimed at limiting the 2050 global temperature rise to 2 degrees.
The Australian Energy Market Operator says this necessitates
cutting coal-fired energy production by 15.5 gigawatts by 2036.
However, the government wants energy corporation AGL to keep
running the coal-fired Liddell power station until 2027, five years
beyond its closure date, or to sell it to someone who will.

AGL wants to replace the station with a new plant using wind
and solar power, batteries and back-up gas, but the government
may force the company to split its retailing and power generat-
ing divisions, thereby damaging its profit levels, if it doesn’t
co-operate.

The government’s stated energy policy is to meet its climate
commitment but with energy cheap and reliable. However, its
unstated policy is to protect the coal industry at all costs, and
coal can no longer compete with renewable energy for reliability
and economy.

Australia’s coal-fired power stations will close within 20 years.
The former Collinsville and Northern stations are being replaced
with solar plants that can plug into existing on-site national grid
connections, and many energy firms want to do the same when
their existing coal-fired stations close down.

Their prime motive is profit, not the environment. State
government “gold-plating” infrastructure arrangements have
enabled them to repeatedly jack up energy rates. The price of
AGL’s Liddell plant was offset by a handsome $768 million state
government discount on the price of coal.

Because nature provides renewable energy free of charge
and the cost of renewable energy generation facilities has fallen,
private energy providers can now boost their profits by building
renewable energy plants after the existing power stations close.

But privatisation has left the national electricity grid danger-
ously unreliable. Private operators are unwilling to maintain the
ageing generators. The Liddell plant now operates at only 1,000
megawatts on average (50 percent of its nominal capacity), and
occasionally ceases production altogether. Repairs would cost
between $500 million and $1 billion.

Last summer the French firm Energie decided to seek profit
elsewhere and closed its giant Hazelwood power station in
Victoria. The sudden reduction in energy output resulted in
“white knuckle” peak periods in which gas and coal-fired gen-
erators tripped out and eastern Australia teetered on the edge
of widespread blackouts.

But renewable energy proved totally reliable. NSW coali-
tion energy minister Don Harwin commented: “Clean energy
performed as forecast, thermal generation did not”.

Australia’s energy policy is being determined by a federal
coalition faction led by former Prime Minister Tony Abbott and
backed by the Minerals Council of Australia and the Murdoch
media empire.

Abbott claims the Paris commitment was only “inspirational”,
and if private firms won’t build new coal-fired power stations
the government should do so. The government says it will release
a new energy policy based on the recommendations of Chief
Scientist Alan Finkel, but with a larger role for coal.

Finkel recommended accepting a clean energy target, with
gas classified as “clean”, despite its carbon emissions, and with
renewables having a 42 percent share of energy production by
2030, and coal 53 percent.

That wouldn’t meet Australia’s Paris commitment, but under
the government’s plan, coal’s share would be even bigger, close
to the anticipated “business as usual” level of 57 percent, with
a feeble 35 percent from renewables.

And meanwhile, a climate change crisis is looming. Global
temperatures and sea levels are rising. Massive storms have
recently wrecked communities in the US, the Caribbean and
Bangladesh.

Australia has experienced the warmest September on record.
The bushfires that plague us in summer now appear in early
spring.

Time is critical. To deal with climate change, the govern-
ment should be taking control of energy production, replacing
coal-fired power stations with renewable energy plants and back
up facilities, facilitating the introduction of electric vehicles,
protecting our cities against rising sea levels, and taking steps
to prevent the spread of tropical diseases and conserve our water
resources and agricultural land.

But instead, it’s guarding the fossil industries and slowing
down the transition from coal to new clean technology, thereby
denying the people of Australia protection from the terrible
impacts of climate change.

For the sake of this and future generations, at the earliest
opportunity we must replace it with a new government dedicated
to winning the climate change struggle at all costs.

Support The Guardian by donating to Press Fund

Three Sudanese refugees on Manus Island
have been accepted for resettlement in the
US. They were flown to Port Moresby on the
weekend and from there to the US two days

later.

“This is good news for these refugees who
have been illegally held on Manus for four years,”
said Tan Rintoul, spokesperson for the Refugee

Action Coalition.

“But uncertainty hangs over the future of the
people on Manus. Even if the US deal is met in
full, there are not enough places for all those who
need protection. The government should immedi-
ately halt its moves to forcibly close the Manus
detention centre until there is a safe solution for

everyone on Manus Island.

“The forced closure and forced transfers are
pushing people into unsafe conditions in Port
Moresby and East Lorengau, when there are no
plans for ensuring they have a secure future.” &
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In defence of
Avusiralian shipping

The Maritime Union of Australia
(MUA) says the Turnbull gov-
ernment is trying to Kkill off yet
another vital national industry
by introducing a Bill that waters
down the cabotage rules sur-
rounding foreign ships gaining
temporary licences to operate
between Australian ports.

As the car industry prepares
to leave our shores, MUA nation-
al secretary Paddy Crumlin said
the Orwellian double speak in
the Coastal Trading (Revitalising
Australian Shipping) Amendment
Bill 2017 was astounding given the
end result would be the decimation
of the domestic shipping fleet.

“A strong, viable domestic ship-
ping fleet makes absolute sense
from a national security, fuel secu-
rity, and environmental standpoint
yet the Bill introduced today would
have exactly the same consequenc-
es as the deregulation Bill reject-
ed by the Senate in the previous
Parliament,” he said.

“Put simply, the proposed
changes would make it more dif-
ficult for Australian ships with
Australian crew to compete in the
coastal trade. Instead of enhancing
a vital national industry with a long

and proud tradition, the Turnbull
government wants to send the jobs
offshore.

“Sensible senators will see right
through the government’s charade
and reject this Bill in its entirety.”

Australia has a very strict cabo-
tage regime for aviation where for-
eign companies can’t just come and
operate on domestic routes but there
has been a very liberal approach to
cabotage for the maritime sector.

“Without strong rules,
Australian companies have to com-
pete with cheap, exploited foreign
labour on Flag of Convenience ves-
sels, the owners of which pay no
tax and often flout safety laws,”
Crumlin said.

“The Bill put forward by
Transport Minister Darren Chester
lacks consultation and ignores pro-
posals put forward in the industry
Green Paper which was developed
through exhaustive meetings with
key stakeholders over a long period
of time.

“The Bill does not address pro-
posals aimed at growing Australian
content in coastal shipping such
as the Strategic Fleet concept, that
provides an opportunity to achieve
better coordination between Navy

objectives and the commerciality
of the merchant shipping sector,”
Crumlin said.

The Bill also ignores proposals
in the MUA submission to the gov-
ernment which complemented the
Green Paper, such as providing a
new commercial solution to get the
balance right between supporting a
core Australian fleet supplemented
by foreign ships on a Temporary
Licence.

The recent Senate “Inquiry Into
Flag of Convenience Shipping”
found that unlike Australian sea-
farers, foreign crews have no
background checks yet they are car-
rying petroleum products, ammo-
nium nitrate and LNG around the
Australian coast.

Exploited crew on Flag of
Convenience vessels earn as little
as $1.25 an hour, have less training
and are often unaware of our fragile
coastal environment.

In addition, they do not meet
national security screening apply-
ing to Australian resident seafarers
and are directly making Australian
seafarers unemployed in effec-
tively taking their jobs under this
industry of rorting and vandalising
Australian workers’ rights. &
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

You will eat, bye and bye,

In that glorious land above the sky;
Work and pray, live on hay.

You’ll get pie in the sky when you die.

J)

Labour organiser Joe Hill

PRESS FUND

Last week the federal coalition’s right-wing fringe hit the roof after its leader, former Prime Minister
Tony Abbott, was head-butted in a Hobart street. Abbott suffered no visible injury, but the assailant
was wearing a badge in support of marriage equality, so the fringe dwellers enthusiastically jumped to
the conclusion that Abbott’s opposition to marriage equality was the motive for the attack. But no! The
assailant later explained he was an anarchist and had wanted to bop Abbott for years, so when a golden
opportunity presented itself he just couldn’t resist. The Guardian condemns violence, but we fully
support acts of initiative, so please seize the opportunity and send us a Press Fund contribution for the
next issue if you possibly can. Many thanks to this week’s contributors, as follows:

MM $10, “Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $15, Gianni Dittura $5
This week’s total: $35 Progressive total: $5,150
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Statement — Tudeh Party of Iran
Donald Trump’s serious

The Tudeh Party of Iran believes
that global peace hinges on the
efforts of all peace-loving and pro-
gressive forces across the world
to work for the resolution of all
conflicts and disputes through
negotiation and within the frame-
work of the UN Charter.

The first speech of US President
Donald Trump at the UN General
Assembly on Tuesday September 19,
2017, exhibited to the world’s public
the deeply reactionary, intervention-
ist, and warmongering nature of the
US administration, and the grave
risks that thus threaten world peace.

Donald Trump’s speech on the
first day of the UN General Assembly
— after the opening address of Antonio
Guterres, the UN Secretary General
—unprecedentedly consisted not only
of a threat to “totally destroy” anoth-
er member state, but also threats
and hostile positions towards coun-
tries that support other ideological
systems and, as such, exposed the
inherent disbelief of Trump and his
administration in the fundamental
principles of the UN Charter, rep-
resenting a clear threat against the
sovereignty of countries across the
globe.

In his speech, Trump directly
attacked the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea and threatened to
“totally destroy” that nation and in
fact targeted and threatened all coun-
tries in the world that do not accept
the political, military, and economic
dominance of the US. The threaten-
ing words of Trump against Cuba
and Venezuela reflect the reactionary
position and ideological aggression
of the leaders of US Imperialism on
the rights of nations, as well as the
serious threat they pose to humanity.

Using abusive and threatening

language in his speech at the UN,
the US President referred to Iran as a
“rogue” state and called on the inter-
national community to confront the
“destabilising activities of the mur-
derous regime” of Iran.

Of course, Trump tried to portray
himself as a friend and well-wisher
of the Iranian people and stated that
the “Iranian government masks a
corrupt dictatorship behind the false
guise of a democracy.” He practi-
cally called upon other countries to
join the crusade of regime change in
Iran. What revealed the true nature
of Trump’s remarks and the reality
of his commitment to peace and fight
against terrorism, was his support for
the warmongering and oppressive
regimes of Israel and Saudi Arabia
and other reactionary Arab states
that are among the main supporters
of Daesh and terrorism in the region.

These regimes have been con-
demned on many occasions by the
UN for committing war crimes —
these are the countries that are friends
of'the US. Trump’s remarks about the
dangerous situation in the Middle
East were a repeat of the same accu-
sations that he had made during his
visit to Saudi Arabia and his meeting
and talks with the reactionary lead-
ers of the Arab nations gathered for a
summit in Riyadh. It is important to
note that the core people in the Trump
administration, and his backers in the
Republican Party, have been negoti-
ating and exchanging ideas in recent
months with Iranian pro-monarchist
groups and other reactionary forces
that support and call for a US mili-
tary attack on Iran under the pretext
of “regime change” there.

In his speech, Donald Trump also
clearly voiced the opposition of his
administration with the JCPOA (Joint

Comprehensive Plan of Action) stat-
ing: “Frankly, that deal is an embar-
rassment to the United States”,
and elsewhere in talking about the
nuclear deal between Iran and 5+1
world powers — which he called a
“bad deal” — he stated that “We can
no longer be taken advantage of or
enter into a one-sided deal where the
United States gets nothing in return
[...] We cannot let a murderous
regime continue these destabilising
activities while building dangerous
missiles, and we cannot abide by an
agreement if it provides cover for the
eventual construction of a nuclear
program.”

In fact, the US administration
knows well that withdrawing from
the JCPOA when the EU, China,
Russia, and the UN have also co-
signed it, will not be simple for the
Trump government. Therefore, the
diplomatic efforts of the US adminis-
tration and the trips of Rex Tillerson,
the US Secretary of State, to the
European capitals in recent weeks
for consultations and canvassing

From the archives

The Socialist, November 1980

;

“While diversifying into North Sea oil exploration, new TV channels,
and the US property market, your board will endeavor to maintain
our high reputation in canned peas.
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support for the US position, have
been noteworthy.

Once again, the Tudeh Party
of Iran stresses that it is strongly
opposed to any foreign intervention
in Iran’s domestic matters. Rejecting
the anti-people theocratic regime of
Iran and establishing the rule of the
people and democracy, and realis-
ing democratic rights and freedoms
and social justice in Iran, is possi-
ble solely through the struggle of
the Iranian people and the progres-
sive and freedom-loving forces of the
nation.

The interventionist remarks of
Donald Trump not only fail to help
the struggle of the Iranian people for
a popular regime, but also serve as
a weapon in the hands of the ruling
reaction and the dictatorial regime in
Iran to suppress the struggle of the
people and the progressive, freedom-
loving, and reformist forces in Iran.

The Tudeh Party of Iran express-
es its deepest concerns about the
current political developments that
could put our country in a threatened

Sydney

VIGIL DEMANDING
THAT THE USA

September 27,2017 3

situation, endanger its stability and
national sovereignty, and exacerbate
the woeful economic situation and
livelihood of the nation and the work-
ing people. We call upon all peace-
loving forces of the world, the World
Peace Council, and all sovereign
states to clearly express their opposi-
tion to the disastrous approach of the
US administration headed by Donald
Trump with regards to Iran and other
countries of the world.

We believe that all disagreements
and disputes between the countries
and states around the world can be
resolved peacefully and through
mutual respect for national sover-
eignty and independence. We call
upon all the patriotic and peace-
loving forces in Iran to fight united,
hand-in-hand against war and foreign
intervention, and steadfastly oppose
the plots of the adventurist and war-
mongering circles within the theo-
cratic regime in Iran.

The Central Committee of
the Tudeh Party of Iran

s’i'\op THE BLOCKADE
' ON CUBA

5:30 pm Tuesday October 17
Martin Place — Sydney

Also to stop the subversion of funds against Cuba
and return Guantanamo to the Cuban people

Find out more about the

Communist Party of Avustralia
WWW.Cpd.org.au
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UN savages govit

A United Nations investigator has
slammed the Turnbull government for its
repeated failure of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people and called on the
Commonwealth to drastically change
its approach. Special Rapporteur on the
rights of Indigenous peoples, Victoria
Tauli-Corpuz, said the federal govern-
ment’s policies “do not duly respect the
rights to self-determination and effective
participation; contribute to the failure to
deliver on the targets in the areas of health,
education and employment; and fuel the
escalating and critical incarceration and
child removal rates”.

“A comprehensive revision of those poli-
cies needs to be a national priority, and the con-
sequences and prevalence of intergenerational
trauma and racism must be acknowledged and
addressed,” she wrote in her recent report to
the UN.

She also called for an end to compulsory
income management — at the same time as the
federal government is planning to expand its
cashless welfare scheme.

Tauli-Corpuz said the government’s fail-
ure to respect Indigenous people’s right to self-
determination was alarming.

She said the Indigenous Advancement
Strategy has had a “devastating impact” on
Indigenous organisations and had “dented
their trust in the government”. “It runs con-
trary to the principles of self-determination
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and participation, and the publicly-expressed
commitment of the government to doing things
with, rather than to, Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people,” she said, adding that numer-
ous Indigenous organisations had informed her
of reprisals levied against them in the form of
their exclusion from consultations on key poli-
cies and legislative proposals.

Tauli-Corpuz reported that she was “deeply
troubled” by information indicating that federal
government funding cuts had specifically tar-
geted organisations undertaking advocacy and
legal services.

Children detention

Tauli-Corpuz drew particular attention to
the soaring rates of detention of Indigenous
children, including kids as young as 10 years
old, pointing out that Australia locks up
Indigenous children at 24 times the rate of other
children.

She said that the routine detention of young
Indigenous children was the most distressing
aspect of her recent visit to Australia, and that
the federal government, not the states and terri-
tories, was responsible under international law
for this “national detention crisis”.

She called for the federal government
to adopt a national action plan to address
the crisis by moving away from detention
and punishment towards rehabilitation and
reintegration.

“The application of criminal responsibility

as low as at the age of 10 years across the coun-
try is deeply troubling and below international
standards,” she said.

“This situation is aggravated by the fail-
ure to apply diversion measures and commu-
nity programs and the placement of children in
high-security facilities.

“The government must ensure that com-
munity-led early intervention programs invest
in families, rather than punish them, in order to
prevent children from being in contact with the
child protection system.

“It is wholly inappropriate to detain chil-
dren in punitive, rather than rehabilitative, con-
ditions. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
children are essentially being punished for
being poor and, in most cases, prison will only
perpetuate the cycle of violence, intergenera-
tional trauma, poverty and crime.”

Positive aspect

On the happier side, the UN report said it
was “very positive” that the governments of
Victoria, South Australia and the Northern
Territory were leading initiatives to seek a
treaty with Aboriginal peoples.

“The Special Rapporteur was particularly
impressed and inspired by the strength of spirit
and commitment of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people to develop innovative measures
to support their own communities,” she wrote.

“Over the past decade, Indigenous-led peak
bodies have been established and have grown
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in a wide range of areas, and have developed
valuable expertise.”

Tauli-Corpuz praised the Redfern Statement
— a set of guiding principles calling for a new
approach to Indigenous affairs — and called on
the federal government to implement it, includ-
ing providing funding to the National Congress
of Australia’s First Peoples.

She also singled out racism, the education
system and a failure to recognise intergenera-
tional trauma as issues of concern.

“Racism manifests itself in different ways,
ranging from public stereotyped portrayals as
violent criminals, welfare profiteers and poor
parents, to discrimination in the administration
of justice,” the report says.

“Aboriginal doctors and patients informed
the Special Rapporteur about their experiences
of racism within the medical sector and their
reluctance to seek services from mainstream
medical providers.

“The mainstream education system con-
tains inadequate components on Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander history and the impact of
colonisation.

“There needs to be much greater public
awareness of their perspectives on history and
the consequences of past policies and legis-
lation, including the long-term damage and
rupture of social bonds caused by the forced
removal and institutionalisation of their
children.”

Koori Mail &

“Change the Rules”
WA Campaign launch in Perth

Richard Titelius

On September 21, at Unions WA
in Perth, national secretary of
the Australian Council of Trade
Unions, Sally McManus, launched
the Change the Rules national
campaign to reassert the need for
fairer laws to protect the wages,
conditions and rights of workers.

Meredith Hammat, Secretary of
Unions WA, opened the event and
introduced two speakers who dem-
onstrated how broken the laws are.
Laws which are supposed to pro-
tect the working lives of people in
Australia are instead being used by
employers to undermine our wages,
conditions and rights.

The first speaker was National
Tertiary Education Union acting
president Jo-Ann Whalley from
Murdoch University. Murdoch has
just suffered the termination of an
enterprise bargaining agreement
(EBA) covering 3,500 workers.

“By the time they applied for
the termination of the agreement,
which is an unprecedented move,
they had only agreed to one of our
clauses, whereas we had agreed to

Sally McManus and Meredith Hammat: rule changers.

more than 10 of theirs,” she said.

Whalley came from a union
family where her father was an
underground coal mining worker.
She does not want to see the EBA
being subsumed by the award with a
17 percent cut in wages as a legacy
her generation of unionists wants to
be remembered by.

Whalley reminded the meet-
ing, “Unions are about working
together and unity.” All around
Australia, and even the world,
workers and their unions have
come out in support of the NTEU
members at Murdoch.

Considering the progres-
sive left-wing ethos upon which
Murdoch University was founded
more than 40 years ago it seems
ironic Murdoch University was
chosen as the site to kick off this

approach to screwing the workers
out of their wages and conditions.

The next speaker was Sita, a
union delegate and member of the
United Voice negotiation committee
at Crown Casino in Perth. She had
a part in the hard-fought campaign
in 2016 to ensure that workers at
Crown did not lose their weekend
penalty rates through the (Un) Fair
Work Commission’s decision to cut
weekend penalty rates in the hospi-
tality sector.

Speaking from the floor was
also a union delegate from the
Griffin Coal mine where an EBA
termination resulted in workers’
wages being cut by over 30 per-
cent when they were put back on
award wages and conditions. He
said it would be a difficult fight in
the future.

Against this backdrop Sally
McManus launched her appeal to
unions. “Are we going to be the
generation who fix these laws?” she
asked.

McManus said WA was chosen
as the place to launch the campaign
because “in Western Australia there
are some of the most aggressive
employers in the country”. This
was not news to the many trade
unionists who are on the front line
with them on a weekly basis.

She went on to list the ways we
can see the rules are broken. When
40 percent of workers are in inse-
cure forms of work and the mini-
mum wage is $37,000. When there
are millionaires who pay no tax —
not even the Medicare Levy when
every other worker in this country
pays their taxes and levies.

She went on to say the rules are
broken because of 30 years of neo-
liberalism and since 2008, more
wealth has accumulated to the top
two percent. The experiment in
trickle-down economics has not
worked. Wages and productivity
have effectively been decoupled,
leading to a flatlining of wages
while corporate profits continued to
Srow.

While the International
Monetary Fund and the Governor of
the Reserve Bank of Australia call
on workers to demand higher wage
increases to stimulate demand and
production the Turnbull govern-
ment is stifling the ability of work-
ers to do so by the aggressive attack
against unions using laws which
punish organised labour.

The message resonated; if

you hurt unions you hurt working
people.

Sally McManus concluded by
asking all there to vote on the reso-
lution presented at the meeting to
commit to the Change the Rules
campaign through action such as
making sure union members com-
plete the Change the Rules Survey,
to recruit workers in the workplaces
and become involved in the cam-
paign in their local community. The
resolution was passed unanimously
and with acclamation.

The Communist Party of
Australia supports the Change the
Rules Campaign and asks members
to actively become involved in the
campaign through their workplaces
and communities. &
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Taking Issue — Rob Gowland

Terrorism and futile

If you were naive enough to
believe that the “War on Terror”
was actually intended to put a stop
to global terrorism — or even just
to reduce its prevalence — then you
would have to admit that you had
been grossly misled.

Consider: according to the Global
Terrorism Index, there has been a
fivefold increase in global terrorism
fatalities since 9/11. And that figure
only goes up to 2014; there have been
more terrorist outrages since then.

The US likes to use 9/11 as the
kick-off point for terrorism as a
global phenomenon because ignor-
ing terrorism before that date allows
the US to pose as victim instead of
originator. But, although US gov-
ernments always portray 9/11 as an
“attack”, you don’t have to be an
expert in international affairs to see
that it was actually a response, to US
policies that were furthering poverty,
inequality, geopolitical conflict, envi-
ronmental degradation and globalisa-
tion everywhere.

That it was a response that US
intelligence both anticipated and was
smart enough to use for their own
advantage is also evident, enabling
the US not only to use the “threat of
terrorism” as an excuse enabling it
to launch additional military adven-
tures around the globe but also to use
9/11 to justify far-reaching attacks on
democratic rights at home. Measures
designed to increase Americans’ par-
anoia — already at levels far above
those of other nations — were easily
pushed through after 9/11, accom-
panied by attacks on civil liberties
not seen since the worst days of
McCarthyism.

Even Amnesty International,
which too often became a tool of the
CIA and the US State Department in
American capital’s propaganda and
subversion war against the Soviet
Union, has more recently been
obliged to examine the workings of
bourgeois democracy, especially in
the US itself. Amnesty in the US now
argues that US policies are “curtail-
ing human rights, undermining the
rule of international law and shield-
ing governments from scrutiny ...
The overwhelming impact of all this
is genuine fear — among the affluent
as well as the poor.”

And Human Rights Watch,
another organisation with question-
able “progressive” credentials, in a
2004 report titled, Above the Law:
Executive Power after September
11 in the United States, stated, “The
Bush administration’s anti-terrorism
practices represent a stunning assault
on basic principles of justice, govern-
ment accountability, and the role of
the courts.” And for once, one would
have to agree that Human Rights
Watch has got it right!

Dahr Jamail in Truthout, a genu-
inely progressive US on-line journal,
summed up the effects of US policies
post 9/11 as “ongoing US military
violence abroad, increased domestic
surveillance and repression at home,
and a world more violent and less
safe for all”.

Nearly 3,000 people died in the
9/11 attacks, and more than 6,000
were injured, truly horrific figures.
However, successive US govern-
ments have used these casualties
to excuse on-going US aggression,
assassinations and casual violence
that has killed far, far more equally
innocent people. The authors of a
report titled Body Count: Casualty
Figures After 10 Years of the ‘War
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on Terror’, told Truthout that the
numbers of dead in Iraq and other
countries the US had waged war on
since the events of September 11 had
reached “genocidal dimensions” and
“could also be in excess of 2 million,
whereas a figure below 1 million is
extremely unlikely.”

Let’s take a moment to let that
sink in: thanks no doubt to the sub-
stantial “improvements” in the
destructive power of conventional
weapons, the myriad “local wars” the
US has instigated or enlarged since
9/11, have killed at least a million
people, possibly more than two mil-
lion. And many of those killed were
unquestionably non-combatants, the
victims of a military that sees the kill-
ing of civilians as a legitimate tactic
to achieve your ends. And achieving
your ends, by any means possible, is
of course what it’s all about.

Dahr Jamail notes: “In
Afghanistan alone, well over 31,000
civilians have died violent deaths
from the war, and uncounted num-
bers have suffered — and continue
to suffer — from wounds and health
impacts and being unable to get treat-
ment or assistance.

“Afghanistan, already a war-rav-
aged country, has been made even
more difficult to live in by the US
occupation, which the US has just
amped up again by sending nearly
4,000 more troops. Issues like lack of
sanitation, extreme poverty, lack of
basic healthcare, pollution and mal-
nutrition have all grown worse, not
better, with the US presence there.”

Meanwhile, the US occupation
of Iraq has seen the numbers of civil-
ians killed by the US military and
the other violence that has wracked
the country reach what Jamail calls
“apocalyptic totals”. He also makes
the pertinent observation that “The
US occupation played a huge role in
the radicalisation of Iraqi youth and
drove many of them into ISIS (also
known as Daesh), which continues
to plague portions of war-torn Iraq
today.” (And not just Iraq, of course,
with Daesh fighters active in Libya,
Syria and other countries where the
US seeks control of oil.)

As Jamail adds, “The US occupa-
tion and destruction of the Iraqi state
also played a key role in destabilising
Syria, which is now another failed
state, with hundreds of thousands

dead and millions of refugees mul-
tiplying as the bloodbath continues.”

Ironically, although US oil giant
ExxonMobil took over one of Iraq’s
largest oil fields thanks to the US
occupation, they have failed to con-
solidate their position. In fact, Denise
Natali, an expert on the Middle East
with the National Defence University
in Washington, told 7he New York
Times in 2013 that “The Chinese are
the biggest beneficiary of this post-
Saddam oil boom in Iraq.”

And Jamail supports that view,
saying “China, without deploying
one soldier or firing one shot, has
slowly yet methodically been moving
into the mix, and angling for more
control of Iraq’s oil, in addition to
being its largest oil consumer.”
Perhaps China is successful because
it chooses to pay for Iraqi oil where
the US prefers to simply steal it.

US power in the world has been
steadily declining for several dec-
ades. Certainly, its days of being the
world’s sole superpower are long
gone. Nevertheless, US imperial-
ism is loath to give up its dream of
world domination. It still maintains
roughly 300,000 active military per-
sonnel in over 150 countries and
nearly 800 bases globally. And yet it
finds itself unable to browbeat even
a small country like the DPRK with-
out having to call on the help of the
international community via the UN.

In the old days, an imperial
power sent a gunboat and trouble-
some little countries quickly fell into
line. But US President Trump sent an
entire task-force to cow North Korea
and instead of surrendering they
threatened to bomb his naval base
on Guam. Hence the switch to plan
B, referral to the despised United
Nations.

Trump’s predecessor, President
Obama, had ridden into the White
House on a wave of anti-war and
anti-US Empire sentiment aroused
by the policies of the administra-
tion that had preceded his: that of
the notorious George W Bush. Bush
was an advocate of “continuous war”
and Obama was vaulted into office
by promising “hope” and “change.”

Obama’s reduction in US mili-
tary involvement in Afghanistan and
Iraq was largely illusory, however.
As Jamail observes: “Obama simply
followed Bush administration policy

by making a slow withdrawal from
Iraq while maintaining a US presence
there in the form of ‘advisers’, sur-
veillance, air strikes, artillery, drones
and later, troops. All of this continues
under the Trump administration, but
with more troops on the ground.”

In fact, Obama greatly increased
the number of drone strikes in coun-
tries around the world, especially
in Pakistan, where the US regularly
used drones to assassinate people it
considered to be its enemies.

Since WW2, all US presidents,
despite their individual differences,
have represented US imperialism.
Their pursuit of its goals has greatly
exacerbated the flaws and inequali-
ties in the US economy. Dahr Jamail
notes that “estimates from six years
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ago pegged the price tag of the so-
called War on Terror at 3 to 4.4 tril-
lion dollars when direct and indirect
costs are calculated, and that figure
continues to rise on a daily basis.”
Such a whopping expenditure might
make lots of money for people in the
arms business, but it leaves the US
government at the bottom of a huge
pit from which it cannot extricate
itself. And, if you think that’s bad,
a 2016 study increased the total to
nearly 5 trillion dollars!

Clearly, as Dahr Jamail says,
“There is no merit in preserving the
US empire. The primary question
we are left with, then, is how many
more people will die as this empire
fights a losing battle to maintain its
dominance?” &
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Worker solidarity — Part 2
Building the movement

Warren Smith is the assistant national secretary of the Maritime Union of
Australia (MUA) and a member of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Australia (CPA). Vinnie Molina is the WA president of the CFMEU
Construction Division and national president of the CPA. Last week in the first
part of this two-part inferview they spoke to Ana Pha from the Guardian about
the unfair Fair Work Act and how it is used against workers and trade unions.

This week, in Part I, they continue their discussion on the anti-union legislation,
the need for its repeal and for broad unity between trade unions and the

community in the struggle ahead.

Warren Smith: Vinnie explained the mas-
sive fines and the MUA has been hit with fines
and damages too. Every union that fights is
confronted with legal issues arising from indus-
trial laws which are designed to prevent work-
ers fighting. This is where we need to build an
opposition movement, with the working class at
its core, that brings together the broadest trade
union unity around questions of what a new act
should look like.

If the less than 20 percent of unionised
workers in this country are struggling to get
a fair go, what chance have you got if you are
not in a union. The Act and the pitifully poor
National Employment Standards are all you’ve
got. Eighty percent of workers in this country
have nothing.

Workers are fighting back and that number
is growing as conditions are forcing people into
struggle. Trade unions more and more need to
break the shackles of purely economic demands
and struggles and embrace broader communi-
ty issues that ultimately impact on each and
every worker. We need to transform the view
in the trade union movement to embrace the
community. Embracing community and social
struggles is the way to turn the tide on falling
union density.

Broadest unity

Anna Pha: Warren, could you elaborate
on some of the work the MUA is doing with
the community and the consequences of that?

WS: The MUA and the Seamen’s Union of
Australia and Waterside Workers’ Federation
before it, have long held the position that, if an
issue in the community affects the members,
then it is an issue for the union.

That means an issue such as public housing
is an issue for the union. The union for example
has taken solidarity action with the people of
Millers Point in Sydney who are being thrown
on the street by the conservative government of
New South Wales.

The MUA has been there in alliance with
the residents, standing in front of their houses to
prevent them being evicted. As a consequence,
when maritime workers are in struggle, without
question you will see the people from Millers
Point standing on picket lines in support.

A comment was made the other day on a
picket line by one of the leaders of the Millers
Point housing movement that “you were good
enough to stand here with us when we were
getting thrown out of our houses, we are stand-
ing here while you are getting thrown out of
your jobs.”

And that is the sort of solidarity that we
need across the community. The union’s actions
are not limited to housing but all social jus-
tice questions; peace, health, education strug-
gles. Unions can’t be separate from the broader
community, they must be part of community
struggles and stand up for the disadvantaged in

society and not just our own narrow economic
interests.

AP: Vinnie, I believe the situation has
changed in the construction industry in regard
to community action under the new ABCC
legislation?

Vinnie Molina: Yes, that is correct. The
community cannot be involved in the same way
any more. Community pickets are illegal out-
side construction sites.

There is essentially no right to strike in this
country and it is going to get worse under the
2016 Building Code.

The Building Code prohibits non-working
job delegates and shop stewards, it restricts the
number of apprentices, the number of hours
workers can work, no limits to casuals or labour
hire; the number of women in the workplace, it
bans union flags and stickers or anything that
mentions unions.

Companies with a non-compliant enter-
prise agreement had until September 1 to vary
or terminate their agreements. Government
contracts will only be awarded with compa-
nies whose agreements are compliant with the
New Building Code 2016.

ABCC

WS: The ABCC is not just a CFMEU ques-
tion. All construction unions come under the
hammer — the AMWU, the AWU, CEPU, the
ETU, and so on — anyone involved in that area
is affected. It also affects the maritime industry.
Strictly speaking a seafarer on a ship carrying
building products like cement can come under
these extreme, anti-democratic laws.

By the same token building materials in a
container could affect a wharfie. This has yet
to occur but there is the scope for expansion
of these repugnant laws to all trade unionists.

That’s no doubt a conservative dream,
extending these neo-fascist laws, these totally
anti-democratic laws to all of the working class.

It’s an existential battle ultimately for the
future of the rights of the working class move-
ment to be able to organise in the way they have
done in this country historically.

VM: Warren mentioned something very
important about union density, which is at his-
torically low levels — 11.5 percent in WA for
example. We need to start rebuilding solidarity
among workers and among the community. We
need to get rid of the secondary boycott provi-
sions [of the Competition and Consumer Act —
formerly the Trades Practices Act — ED].

[The maximum penalty under the
Secondary Boycott provisions of the
Competition and Consumer Act, which applies
to trade union pickets that block the entry of
another company, is currently $750,000. The
government has legislation before Parliament
to increase the maximum penalty to which-
ever is the highest of: $10 million; three times
the total value of the benefit obtained from

Guardian

the secondary boycott; or 10 percent of the
annual turnover of the corporation for the 12
months leading up to the secondary boycott
occurring — Ed.]

That really restricts the ability of workers
to help each other in solidarity to achieve their
industrial goals. We need to work together with
the community to build strong unions.

Centralised system

AP: What about the question of enterprise
bargaining — the outlawing of bargaining across
industries?

WS: Ultimately the movement must have a
strategic plan to move back to industry forms of
bargaining. That may not be the award because
things will change and we are in a new his-
torical period, where our historic awards have
been stripped and had the guts ripped out of
them, notwithstanding the minimal incremental
increases to awards over the last two decades.
Awards are symbolic of the industry approach
but the system has been dismantled compared
to its former nature.

We need to fight and struggle for industry-
wide outcomes, to not be segregated into little
enterprise silos designed to curtail the broad-
er class power of the trade union movement
organising across industries.

VM: A centralised system is a necessity;
we need to go back to a centralised system.
Unions need to start a campaign to return to
and strengthen the award system or another
centralised system. With the recent examples
of Aurizon Rail in Queensland and the Collie
miners, the employer was able to use Fair
Work to terminate agreements and drop work-
ers’ pay-packets by more than 40 percent. The

termination of their enterprise agreements took
workers back to the award.

Enterprise bargaining was good for a while,
particularly for strong industrial unions. They
managed to achieve massive increases in wages
for workers they represented. At the same time,
the government was stripping back the awards
to minimum conditions and allowable matters.

Now we are in a process where people are
being sent back to the award, and back to the
award that hasn’t moved or is almost irrelevant
for workers today. This is another example of a
broken system, or as Sally McManus says: the
rules are broken.

Regression

WS: That’s why I think awards might not
be the solution because they are ossified docu-
ments that have gone on a journey with enter-
prise employment in a secondary fashion. All
the economic outcomes and efforts for the
workers have been transferred into enterprise
agreements — which has been the primary form
of collective bargaining.

Awards sit as an underpinning document
subject to constant four-yearly reviews which
then become a vehicle for attack and reduc-
tion in conditions. We’ve seen that with penalty
rates. We’re also seeing that awards don’t cater
for the advent of new technology.

Unions are required to fight during award
modernisation (the complete oxymoron) for
recognition of automated forms of machinery
because they didn’t exist back then. The trend
however with awards is to strip them not devel-
op them.

We made a submission to recognise various
forms of automated waterfront machinery and

Trade unions more and more need to break the
shackles of purely economic demands and struge
and embrace broader community issves that ulti
impact on each and every worker.
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the bosses came back and said, “good, we will
have a 38-hour week, we’ll get rid of public
holidays and will reduce penalty rates.”

That was their submission.

Future fight

AP: The Howard government gutted
awards removing a number of “non-allow-
able matters” and just leaving a few allowa-
ble matters. Employment Minister Michaelia
Cash wants to do a little bit more gutting for
the employers.

WS: It’s absolutely on. It’s part of the
whole ruling class agenda to move away from
awards or broader industry collective arrange-
ments. Its aim is to have individual arrange-
ments replace the collective.

We need to change our focus. We do a lot of
creative organising in the union movement. The
movement is growing and the ACTU and many
unions are embracing and adopting different
forms of community and strategic organising.

That’s a good thing. It also is a reflection of
our weakness because we haven’t got the power
or capacity to hurt bosses industrially with the
industrial power that workers have traditionally
had through withdrawing their labour. So we
run corporate leverage campaigns, make their
name mud campaigns which are completely
legitimate and positive campaigns which arise
because of the objective conditions

But ultimately if we do not address the
fundamentals and tackle the right to strike the
movement will find great difficulties.

Corporate community campaigning backed
up with the right to strike would open up huge
opportunities for the working class.

We need to fight for the right to fight! &
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anniversaries

Shane Quinn

Some anniversaries are widely observed in the West, including
Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbour, Holocaust Memorial Day, and the
atrocities in New York in September 2001. Yet there are other unde-
sirable anniversaries that have largely been allowed to disappear.

1954: CIA terminates
the ten-year Guatemalan Revolution

Guatemala, a small central American country, remains a ghast-
ly nightmare to this day. The causes of its suffering can be traced to
President Dwight Eisenhower implementing a CIA-run coup that
installed successive military dictatorships.

Guatemala had been enjoying a ten-year revolution (1944-1954),
firstly under Juan José Arévalo, who introduced a minimum wage and
increased funds for education. Arévalo’s democratically elected succes-
sor in 1951, Jacobo Arbenz, instituted land reforms to grant property to
landless peasants.

Such inclusive measures were deemed an unacceptable threat to
US hegemony over the western hemisphere. Arbenz’s policies threat-
ened the United Fruit Company, a powerful corporation that exploited
Guatemalan workers, which had direct ties to Eisenhower’s govern-
ment through John Foster Dulles (secretary of state) and his brother
Allen Dulles (director of the CIA). The company aggressively lobbied
Eisenhower, who authorised the CIA to aid a force led by the impending
right-wing dictator, Carlos Castillo Armas.

With the further threat of invasion by American forces, the
Guatemalan army eventually refused to fight on — an error of historic
proportions. Almost four decades of civil war followed, as successive
US-backed dictators committed atrocities such as genocide against the
Maya people.

1963: Juan Bosch toppled
in the Dominican Republic

Interference by the United States in the Dominican Republic goes
back to the governments of William Howard Taft and Woodrow Wilson
in the early twentieth century. Wilson, for example, ordered the invasion
of the country by US marines in 1916, who remained for more than six
years — an occupation reviled by the Dominican population.

The democratic election of a socialist reformer, Juan Bosch, in

The Argentine coup of 1976 toppled Isabel Perén, the first female
president in world history.

February 1963, replacing a military junta, caused great concern in elite
American circles. Their fears were quickly realised as Bosch under-
took progressive steps that the Dominican population had never known
before (or since), including plans to reduce poverty, declaring labour
rights, strengthening unions, rights for farmers, and so on. Bosch was
declared “a communist” by pro-US business magnates and members
of the army. On September 25, 1963 a group of military commanders,
led by Elias Wessin y Wessin, with crucial US support, expelled Bosch
from the country.

1964: US-backed forces overthrow
the government of Brazil

A left-wing nationalist, Jodo Goulart, became the democratically
elected president of Brazil in September 1961, setting alarm bells clat-
tering within the Kennedy government. Goulart began implementing
structural reforms in the massive resource-rich South American country
that would help integrate the general population in society. The United
States was loath to sit helplessly by, as this movement came within “our
hemisphere,” as President Kennedy described it.

Goulart was hostile towards US capitalist democracy, which seeks
to primarily serve elite powers. Shortly before his death Kennedy had
been preparing the groundwork for ousting Goulart; the coup (March 31
to 1 April) took place less than five months later under the reign of his
successor, Lyndon Johnson. “We just can’t take this one [social move-
ment],” warned Johnson.

Goulart’s toppling received crucial CIA funds and arms, while Brazil
was placed under a neo-Nazi dictatorship that tortured its people for
more than 20 years.

1976: Argentine government
overthrown by US-backed forces

The Argentine coup of 1976 was the sixth, and final, forced govern-
ment change in the country during the twentieth century. The US-backed
Argentine armed forces installed the most vicious Latin American mili-
tary dictatorship of all, responsible for tens of thousands of murdered
and “disappeared,” under convicted war criminals such as Jorge Rafael
Videla and Reynaldo Bignone. Revealingly, the Nazi-style regime was
a favourite of President Ronald Reagan.

The coup toppled Isabel Perdn, the first female president in world
history, wife and successor of the deceased president Juan Perdn.

Henry Kissinger, the US secretary of state, met several Argentine
military commanders, suggesting that they crush their enemies before
human-rights issues became known to the American public. “We read
about human rights problems, but not the context. The quicker you suc-
ceed the better,” he said. So, not for the first time, Kissinger (winner of
the Nobel Prize for Peace), was implicated in war crimes.

1983: US invasion of Grenada

The American invasion of the tiny Caribbean island of Grenada
(under President Ronald Reagan) drew a scathing international response
from the UN General Assembly. It “deeply deplores” the intervention,
it said, which “constitutes a flagrant violation of international law.” It
further condemned “the deaths of innocent civilians ... [and] the killing
of the Prime Minister [Maurice Bishop].”

The intervention was even opposed by most NATO countries and US
allies, including France, Portugal, Australia, Spain, and the Netherlands
— all irrelevant criticism for elite Western figures that believe the United
States should be a law unto itself.

The usual pretexts for the invasion of Grenada were put forward by
the US government, and obediently relayed by the free press: Grenada
was a “Marxist dictatorship,” and the US army was on a “rescue mis-
sion” to defeat a Cuban military presence defending “this outpost of
Soviet imperialism.” The true reason for the attack? To expel a govern-
ment not amenable to American hegemonic demands and that might act
as a further example of defiance (after Cuba). The abysmal after-effects
for Grenadians was quickly airbrushed from history.

Socialist Voice &
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Ethnic cleansing in Myanmar

Ramzy Baround

To a certain extent, Aung San Suu
Kyi is a false prophet. Glorified by
the West for many years, she was
made a “democracy icon” because
she opposed the same forces in her
country, Myanmar, at the time
that the US-led Western coalition
isolated Rangoon for its alliance
with China.

Suu Kyi played her role as
expected, winning the approval of
the right and the admiration of the
left. And for that, she won a Nobel
Peace Prize in 1991.

The “Lady” of Myanmar’s jour-
ney from being a political pariah
in her own country, where she was
placed under house arrest for 15
years, finally ended in triumph when
she became the de facto leader fol-
lowing a multi-party election in 2015.

Since then, she has toured many
countries, dined with queens and
presidents, given memorable speech-
es, received awards, while knowingly
rebranding the very brutal military
that she had opposed throughout the
years.

But the great “humanitarian”
seems to have run out of integrity as
her government, military, and police
began conducting a widespread
ethnic cleansing operation that target-
ed one of the most oppressed people
on Earth, the Rohingya.

These people have been subject-
ed to a brutal and systematic geno-
cide, conducted through a joint effort
by the Myanmar military, police, and
majority Buddhist nationalists.

The so-called “cleansing oper-
ations” have killed hundreds of
Rohingya in recent months, driving
over 400,000 crying, frightened, and
hungry people to flee for their lives
in any way possible. Hundreds more
have perished at sea, or been hunted
down and killed in jungles.

Stories of murder and mayhem
remind one of the ethnic cleansing
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of the Palestinian people during the
Nakba of 1948. It should come as
no surprise that Israel is one of the
biggest suppliers of weapons to the
Myanmar military.

Despite an extended arms embar-
go on Burma by many countries,
Israel’s Defence Minister Avigdor
Lieberman insists that his country has
no intentions of halting its weapons
shipments to the despicable regime
in Rangoon, which is using these
weapons against its own minorities,
not only Muslims in the west but also
Christians in the north.

One of the Israeli shipments was
announced in August 2016 by the
Israeli company TAR Ideal Concepts.
The company proudly featured that
its Corner Shot rifles are already in
“operational use” by the Myanmar
military.
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Israel’s history is rife with exam-
ples of backing brutal juntas and
authoritarian regimes, but why are
those who have positioned them-
selves as the guardians of democ-
racy still silent about the Rohingya
bloodbath?

Over a quarter of the Rohingya
population has already been driven
out of their homes since October last
year. The rest could follow in the
near future, thus making the collec-
tive crime almost irreversible.

Suu Kyi did not even have the
moral courage to say a few words of
sympathy to the victims. Instead, she
could only express an uncommitted
statement: “We have to take care of
everybody who is in our country.”

Meanwhile, her spokesperson
and other mouthpieces launched a
campaign of vilification against the
Rohingya, accusing them of burn-
ing their own villages, fabricating
their own rape stories, while refer-
ring to Rohingya who dare to resist
as “jihadists,” hoping to link the
ongoing genocide with the cam-
paign aimed at vilifying Muslims
everywhere.

But well-documented reports
give us more than a glimpse of the
harrowing reality experienced by the
Rohingya.

A recent UN report details the
account of one woman, whose hus-
band had been killed by soldiers in
what the UN described as “wide-
spread as well as systematic” attacks
that meet the criterion of “crimes
against humanity.”

“Five of them took off my clothes
and raped me,” said the bereaved
woman. “My eight-month-old son
was crying of hunger when they
were in my house because he wanted
to breastfeed, so to silence him they
killed him with a knife.”

Fleeing refugees that made it to
Bangladesh following a nightmar-
ish journey spoke of the murder of
children, the rape of women, and the
burning of villages. Some of these
accounts have been verified through
satellite images provided by Human
Rights Watch, showing wiped out vil-
lages throughout the state.

Certainly, the horrible fate of the
Rohingya is not entirely new. But
what makes it particularly pressing
is that the West is now fully on the
side of the very government that is
carrying out these atrocious acts. And
there is a reason for that: oil.

Massive deposits of oil that have
remained untapped due to decades
of Western boycotts of the junta
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government are now available to the
highest bidder.

It is a big oil bonanza, and all are
invited. Shell, ENI, Total, Chevron
and many others are investing large
sums to exploit the country’s natural
resources, while the Chinese — who
dominated Myanmar’s economy
for many years — are being slowly
pushed out.

Indeed, the rivalry over Burma’s
unexploited wealth is at its high-
est in decades. It is this wealth —
and the need to undermine China’s
superpower status in Asia — that has
brought the West back, installed Suu
Kyi as a leader in a country that has
never fundamentally changed, but
only rebranded itself to pave the road
for the return of big oil.

However, the Rohingya
are paying the price. Do not let
Myanmar’s official propaganda mis-
lead you. The Rohingya are not for-
eigners, intruders, or immigrants.

Their kingdom of Arakan dates
back to the eighth century. In the
centuries that followed, the inhabit-
ants of that kingdom learned about
Islam from Arab traders and, with
time, it became a Muslim-majority
region. Arakan is Burma’s modern-
day Rakhine state, where most of
the country’s estimated 1.2 million
Rohingya still live.

The false notion that the
Rohingya are outsiders started in
1784 when the Burmese king con-
quered Arakan and forced hundreds
of thousands to flee. Many of those
who were forced out of their homes
to Bengal eventually returned.

Attacks on Rohingya, and con-
stant attempts at driving them out of
Rakhine, have been renewed over
several periods of history, for exam-
ple: following the Japanese defeat of
British forces stationed in Burma in
1942; in 1948; following the takeo-
ver of Burma by the Army in 1962;
as a result of so-called “Operation
Dragon King” in 1977, where the
military junta forcefully drove over
200,000 Rohingya out of their homes
to Bangladesh; and so on.

In 1982, the military govern-
ment passed the Citizenship Law
that stripped most Rohingya of their
citizenship, declaring them illegal in
their own country.

The war on the Rohingya began
again in 2012. Every single episode,
since then, has followed a typical
narrative: communal clashes between
Buddhist nationals and Rohingya,
often leading to tens of thousands of
the latter group being chased out to
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the Bay of Bengal, to the jungles and,
those who survive, to refugee camps.

Amid international silence, only
a few respected figures like Pope
Francis spoke out in support of the
Rohingya in a deeply moving prayer
last February.

The Rohingya are “good people,”
the Pope said. “They are peaceful
people, and they are our brothers and
sisters.” His call for justice was never
heeded.

Arab and Muslim countries
remained largely silent, despite
public outcry to do something to end
the genocide.

When US, European, and
Japanese corporations lined up to
exploit the treasures of Burma, all
they needed was the nod of approval
from the US government.

Former US president Barack
Obama’s administration hailed
Myanmar’s “opening” even before
the 2015 elections brought Suu
Kyi and her National League for
Democracy to power.

Since then, the country has
become another US “success story,”
oblivious, of course, to the fact thata
genocide has been under way in that
country for years.

The violence in Myanmar is
likely to escalate and reach other
ASEAN (Association of Southeast
Asian Nations) countries, simply
because the two main ethnic and reli-
gious groups in these countries are
dominated by and almost evenly split
between Buddhists and Muslims.

The triumphant return of the West
to exploit the country’s wealth and
the US-Chinese rivalry is likely to
complicate the situation even further,
if ASEAN does not end its appalling
silence and move with a determined
strategy to pressure Burma to end its
genocide of the Rohingya.

People around the world must
take a stand. Religious communi-
ties should speak out. Human rights
groups should do more to document
the crimes of the Myanmar govern-
ment and hold to account those who
supply them with weapons.

Respected South African Bishop
Desmond Tutu strongly admonished
Suu Kyi for turning a blind eye to the
ongoing genocide.

It is the least we expect from the
man who stood up to apartheid in his
own country, and penned the famous
words: “If you are neutral in situa-
tions of injustice, you have chosen
the side of the oppressor.”

Morning Star &
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Anti-fascist fighters mobilise

John Woijcik

As they have every year since
1945, some 200 members of the
Association of Persecutees of the
Nazi Regime/Federation of Anti-
fascists (VVN-BdA by its German
initials) gathered in Berlin last
week in commemoration of the
victory over fascism.

This year, it was more than just
a respectful gathering to honour the
fighters and the survivors, however.
It was a time to commit to mobilising
during the time left between now and
election day, September 24, to keep
modern-day Nazis, anti-Semites,
and racists out of the Bundestag, the
German parliament.

The VVN brings together survi-
vors of concentration camps in their
mid-nineties, their children, and their
grandchildren. But at the table near
the entrance to the Wabe, the hall in
Berlin’s Prenzlaur Berg where the
event was held, it was clear that they
are only one of a number of diverse
groups joining hands this year to
fight the Alternative for Germany
(AfD) party, the country’s new Nazis.

A special newspaper on the elec-
tions was handed to everyone as
they entered. It bore a large adver-
tisement put out by seven major
organisations that have joined in the
anti-AfD cause. The groups are ver.
di, the social service workers union,
the Berlin Social Democratic Party
(SPD), the food and commercial
workers union (NGG), the teachers
union (GEW), the Left Party (Die
Linke), and the VVN-BdA itself.

“The AfD will bring Nazis, anti-
Semites, and right-wing extremists
into the Bundestag,” says one warn-
ing on the coalition’s flyer. “The AfD
is against social security and work-
ers’ rights,” declares another. A third
warning points out that women’s
rights and gay rights are endangered
by the AfD.

Miriam Peet, 61, is an active
member of the VVN. Her father,
who was British, along with her
uncle, were fighters for the Republic
in Spain against the fascists during
the civil war there in the 1930s. Her
mother, also an anti-fascist, was
arrested by the Hitler’s security
forces and survived imprisonment in
a concentration camp.

Her father, after the war, was
in charge of the Reuters bureau in
West Berlin from where, in 1950, he
defected to East Berlin because he
wanted to be part of building a social-
ist society in the German Democratic
Republic. In the GDR he founded
the Democratic German Report, an

English language newspaper there
that was published until the 1970s.

Peet herself was born in the
GDR and was in her mid-30s when
the country was absorbed into the
Federal Republic of Germany, creat-
ing one German state.

She said she is proud to be a
member of VVN because of its active
role in fighting Nazis in Germany
today. She said she, along with other
members of the group, participated
in recent protests against a Nazi-
inspired march for Rudolf Hess, a
deputy of Adolf Hitler, in Spandau.

Peet sees some similarity
between support for AfD in Germany
and backing for Donald Trump in the
US. “People sometimes go over to
them because they are angry,” she
said. “There is very high unemploy-
ment in Saxony and in Mecklenburg,”
she said. (Both regions, Mecklenburg
in the north and Saxony in the south
were in the part of Germany that con-
stituted the GDR). “Support for the
AfD in those districts is very high
because of that unemployment,” she
noted.

Peet said that last week she and
other VVN members and support-
ers joined a carnival that was held in
Berlin in support of refugees. “We
welcome them into Germany,” she
said proudly.

She was asked about Chancellor
Angela Merkel’s one-time support
for bringing hundreds of thousands
of refugees into Germany and her
apparent recent silence on the issue.

“Merkel came from the GDR,
and even though she supports the cor-
porate establishment on most issues,
on this issue of refugees, however,
she had good humanistic instincts. I
think she originally acted on those
good instincts. The refugees were
desperate and in trouble, and she said
we had to help them. Of course, now
she is dealing with pressure from the
anti-immigrant forces that go beyond
just AfD.”

Perhaps one of the oldest resist-
ance fighters at the VVN gathering
on Saturday was Dr Morris Mebel,
who was hesitant to talking about
only one thing — his age. The rest
of his remarks made it easy to con-
clude, however, that he is at least in
his mid-nineties.

As a boy, Mebel fled German
anti-Semitism and went to the
USSR, where he eventually became
a member of the Red Army, fight-
ing the Nazi invasion of the Soviet
Union. After the war, he became a
medical doctor in the USSR, spe-
cialising in urology, and ended up, in
1961, in the GDR, where he became

“Berlin against Nazis” — the Berlin Social Democratic Party.

head of the urology department at
Berlin’s Freidrichshain Hospital.

In 1981, he became head of the
urology department at Berlin’s famed
Charité Hospital, where he performed
the first successful kidney transplant
in the GDR.

He said his support for the anti-
fascist movement is “as strong as
ever,” but, much more than talking
about himself, he wanted detailed
information about People’s World
and the movement for socialism in
the United States. “It’s good that your
readership is growing,” he said.

At least one table at the 200-
strong gathering of resistance fighters
and victims was filled by residents
of a Jewish home for seniors in the
western part of Berlin. They came
to the event for the first time since
the VVN has been sponsoring the
remembrance gatherings. Some
were political, others not, but they
all seemed to enjoy renditions of
several fighting songs by the famed
German composer Hanns Eisler, per-
haps most known for composing the
GDR’s national anthem.

Peet said gatherings like this
were heart-warming and energising
for her. “Despite its name, the AfD
is no alternative for Germany,” she
said. “The alternative is solidarity,
solidarity of all the anti-fascists. It’s
what is in our DNA here.”
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Region Briefs

Vietham: On September 6 in Thanh Hoa province, close to
6,000 garment workers at the S&H Vina Co Ltd factory went on
a “wildcat strike” without the union leadership’s authorisation,
or support. The strike was in support of higher wages and bet-
ter working conditions. The workers demanded improvements
including higher wages, shorter working hours, better breaks and
improved social welfare benefits. The workers returned to work
after the intervention from the General Confederation of Labour
of Vietham promised to negotiate with the employers.

Pakistan: On September 8 near the city of Quetta, Balochistan
province, four workers were killed deep inside the Sanjdi coal
mine due to a build-up of poisonous gases. Similarly, at a mine
near the Harnai district on September 1, three more coal miners
were killed in a methane gas explosion. Poor working conditions
are endured by workers in these mines where there is a lack of
proper protective gear and no compensation payments for inju-
ries. Such incidents are regular occurrences in the coal mines
of Balochistan. The lack of safety arrangements leads to deaths
of poverty-hit miners: the death toll of coal miners hailing from
Shangla from 2010-2017 is more than 200.

India: On September 17 two contract workers were killed in
a horrific accident at the Ambuja cement plant of the Lafarge
Holcim group at Bhatapara in the state of Chhattisgarh. At the
time of the accident five workers were inside the crushing mill
making repairs when it suddenly began operating. There is con-
cern over safety in the cement plants of the Lafarge Holcim group
as this happened in the same plant where already five workers
had been killed.

South Africa: On September 27 a national strike was called by
the Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSATU) to pro-
test “state capture”, corruption and retrenchments. The National
Union of Mineworkers (NUM) and the Southern African Clothing
Textile and Allied Workers Union (SACTWU) — both affiliat-
ed to COSATU — will also take part in the strike. Workers have
continued to lose jobs in mining, especially with the recent
announcement by Impala Platinum to retrench over 2,100. Last
year 32,000 mining jobs were lost, while garment and textile also
lost 3,000 jobs. SACTWU’s demands during the strike included
an end to outsourcing of work through labour hire companies.
Instead the union demanded the creation of more permanent
jobs.

Andrew E Rayment
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The real danger

Now that the veneer of politeness and fine
words has been torn off, it must be clear
to everyone that the main danger to world
peace and sovereignty is not tiny Venezuela
or even North Korea but the USA itself.
President Trump’s belligerence, arrogance
and, above all, hypocrisy in his speech
to the United Nations General Assembly
makes plain which is the real rogue state

In a forum for world peace, Trump threat-
ened to “totally destroy” North Korea, some-
thing which the USA has done once before.
He lashed Iran as well, basically for having the
temerity to be independent and self-sufficient.
As Professor Dan Kovalik of the University
of Pittsburgh School of Law said, “Not only
are we [the USA] accusing them of things that
we do, we’re accusing them of things that we
do a hundred times over. We begrudge North
Korea for having a few nuclear weapons when
we have more nuclear weapons than any coun-
try on earth and are engaged in a $1 trillion
modernisation of these weapons.”

Trump spoke at great length about how his
country respects the sovereignty and will of
the people of every country, the implausibil-
ity of which is going to be obvious to anyone
who knows even a little about Yugoslavia,
Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Egypt,
Syria, Yemen, Pakistan, Ukraine, Venezuela,
Honduras, Ecuador, Bolivia and Argentina, just
to mention the countries which in this century
alone have been attacked or subverted by the
USA.

David Bastin

Not forgotten

I am sorry. Am I missing something?
Incredibly, Philip Ruddock, arch human
rights abuser, has been elected mayor of
Hornsby.

Is Philip Ruddock not the one who locked
up innocent people for cheap political gain,
under Howard? Or was that another Philip
Ruddock? I remember something about the
Badraie family, and Shayan Badraie going
mute because of the trauma of being locked
up forever. Wearing his Amnesty badge while

Guardian

he abused people’s dignity and human rights?
The “children overboard” lie? The “integrity
of the system”?

All forgotten?

In a normal country, what Ruddock did
would be punished or at least disgraced. But
here he is elected mayor by the good voters of
Hornsby shire. And Amanda Vanstone (remem-
ber Christina Rau, Vivien Solon) gets her own
ABC radio show. I tell you what ... we badly
need a Human Rights Act.

Stephen Langford
Sydney

tpearson@cpa.org.au

in this world.
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The campaign to gain freedom
for 60-year-old prisoner Ana
Belen Montes is in need of a
boost. Montes, whose family ori-
gins are Puerto Rican, is serving
a 25-year prison sentence for the
crime of relaying US government
information to Cuba’s govern-
ment. Despite strenuous solidarity
efforts, mainly by activists associ-
ated with movements in solidar-
ity with Cuba and Puerto Rico,
prospects for her early release are
highly uncertain.

Arrested in September 2001,
Montes confessed to relaying US
government information to a Cuban
handler. US authorities are hold-
ing her at Carswell Federal Medical
Centre, a high-security women’s
prison in Fort Worth, Texas. Prisoners
there have psychiatric needs or are
facing execution, although apparent-
ly Montes has no psychiatric illness.

She worked for 16 years as an
analyst for the Pentagon’s Defence
Intelligence Agency where she spe-
cialised on Cuba. She received no
pay from Cuba’s government for her
espionage work.

The campaign on her behalf cen-
tres on humanitarian considerations.
It gathered steam after December 17,
2014 when the last three of the Cuban
Five political prisoners returned to
Cuba and many Cuban Five support-
ers turned their attention to Montes.
She has gained support through pub-
licity on harsh prison conditions.

Indeed, prison regulations pro-
hibit her from receiving emails,
packages, and telephone calls; once
a week she is allowed to call her
mother. Only a handful of people
have been able to visit her. Confined
to her cell, she is isolated from the
general prison population.

In late 2016, Ana Belen Montes
learned she had breast cancer.
Surgery took place, but little infor-
mation about her condition and treat-
ment has been available. The British
medical journal Lancet recently con-
cluded that “Compassionate release
programs in the USA are poorly man-
aged” and that “potentially eligible
inmates [are] not being considered
for release.”

Any reforms put in place won’t
benefit Montes, though, because even

now humanitarian release doesn’t
take place until prisoners are at the
end of their illnesses.

Lawyers have explored execu-
tive clemency as a tool for remedy-
ing excessively long sentences. But
Montes’ sentence is consistent with
US norms.

One report speaks of six spies
serving shorter sentences than hers,
another one reports on five spies
serving between 23 and 34 years, and
yet another tells of eight convicted
spies sentenced to 24 years or more.
It turns out that prisoners serving
12 years or less spied for countries
friendly to the United States, while
all but three of those serving longer
sentences worked for Soviet Bloc
nations, or in one case, China.

It’s apparent, therefore, that any
appeal to precedent or to official
guidelines on humanitarian release
won’t secure early release for Ana
Belen Montes. The possibility does
remain of a presidential pardon or
commutation of her sentence. In fact,
the Constitution gives the president
almost unlimited discretion in issu-
ing pardons.

EP®PIo L ibertad Freedom Campaign
“Wwww.prolibertad.org

What’s required for that to occur,
and for alleviating Montes’ oppres-
sive prison conditions, is a highly
visible, united, and powerful upsurge
of popular pressure. That’s not on the
horizon.

Organisations, political parties,
and unions confronting the existing
political order are by and large divid-
ed and not given to collaboration.
And left politics in the United States
are at low ebb; funds and people are
in short supply.

But there’s more. Potential
allies are staying away. The problem
seems to be that left political move-
ments or individual activists are
focused on this or that single issue.
Different struggles have to compete
for adherents.

That’s a clue. Whatever might
bring activists and organisations
together in common struggle prom-
ises much for the campaign to free
Montes. Anti-imperialism is proba-
bly the lead candidate for that role.
Imprisoned, Montes demonstrated
her anti-imperialist bone fides. As she
told her sentencing judge: “I obeyed
my conscience rather than the law ...

€ Can Ana Belen Montes be freed?

I felt morally obligated to help the
island defend itself from our efforts
to impose our values and our politi-
cal system on it.” And more: “All the
world is one country.”

So, anti-imperialism may be the
glue bringing people and diverse
struggles together.

Joined in that way, they’d be ripe
for assisting other anti-imperialists
already doing the heavy lifting. Anti-
imperialist messaging might possibly
be a means of bolster propaganda on
Montes’ behalf.

This may be the right time, inas-
much as anti-imperialists and anti-
capitalists are on an upswing now.
Once, when their influence was large,
they rescued prisoners.

In 1931, racists in Alabama
charged nine black teenagers with
rape, and sentenced them to die. Over
the course of years, political forces
beyond that state’s borders orches-
trated court proceedings.

People abroad demonstrated for
their freedom. Amidst worldwide
ferment, the “Scottsboro Boys” were
saved.

People’s World &
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Karl Marx makes a

Kathy M Newman

Several months ago the
Communist party in Russia
updated their visual propaganda
by giving three of their most con-
troversial icons — Lenin, Stalin,
and Karl Marx — a makeover.
In their new poster series, Stalin
looks handsome and serious in a
puff of vaping smoke; Lenin looks
like a college student or a hacker,
hunched over a bright red laptop;
and Marx looks like a rock star in
a red t-shirt and a black leather
jacket. Marx has a copy of Das
Kapital tucked under one arm and
is vowing, “I’ll be back.”

Ironically, Marx really is back
and not just in Russia. Since the
global financial collapse of 2008,
Marx has become a pop icon across
the globe. His image can be found
graffitied throughout the world as
well as on t-shirts and mugs. Marx
is for sale in a number of unusual
forms, including a piggy bank and
floating Marx head stickers, while in
Germany you can get a credit card
with Marx’s face on it, and in Japan
you can buy a set of Mountain Man
action figures based on Marx, Mao,
Lenin, and Thoreau.

Over the last decade, Marx has
also made a comeback as a seri-
ous intellectual figure. In the fall of
2008, as the global financial crisis
was starting to be felt and under-
stood, the UK Guardian reported on
the increasing demand for his books:
“‘Marx is in fashion again,’ said Jorn
Schiitrumpf, manager of the Berlin
publishing house Karl-Dietz which
publishes the works of Marx and
Engels in German. ‘We’re seeing a
very distinct increase in demand for
his books, a demand which we expect
to rise even more steeply before the
year’s end.””

Two best-selling biographies
have also appeared, Mary Gabriel’s
Love and Capital: Karl and Jenny
Marx and the Birth of a Revolution
(2011), a stunning, page-turning re-
evaluation of Marx that incorpo-
rates much of his family life, as well

as Jonathan Sperber’s Karl Marx:
A Nineteenth Century Life (2013),
which makes the argument — belied
by the popularity of the biography
itself — that Marx was more impor-
tant to his own time than to ours.

In his widely-read book, Capital
in the Twenty-First Century (2013),
the French economist Thomas
Piketty — himself sometimes hailed
as a modern-day Marx — encourages
economists to “take inspiration from
[Marx’s] example.” Meanwhile,
David Harvey, a mild-mannered
CUNY professor, has achieved cult
status with his popular online lec-
tures that help the average reader
make their way through the hundreds
of pages of Marx’s Capital, volumes
1-3.

What’s driving this resurgence of
interest in Marx, as kitsch but espe-
cially as a serious thinker about eco-
nomics, class, and inequality? I see a
few factors here.

1) The global financial collapse
0f 2008 made Marx’s critique of cap-
italism look fresher than ever. Marx
predicted cycles of collapse and con-
solidation, and his analysis explains
how inequality deepens during times
of capitalist crisis. His predictions
have played out as we have seen the
top 0.1 percent profit from the hous-
ing collapse of 2008 while the rest
of us have suffered. In the lead-up
to the election last year, for exam-
ple, Trump was accused of having
cheered on the housing crisis of
2008, because it meant that he and
his cronies could buy up scads of
cheap real estate that have since risen
significantly in value.

2) The collapse of Communist
governments, from the USSR, to the
capitalist makeover of China, to the
opening of Cuban borders, has every-
one proclaiming the death and fail-
ure of communism as a political and
societal toolkit. Ironically, it may be
that if communism is seen as less of a
worldwide threat, then Karl Marx, as
the official godfather of communism,
is seen as less threatening as well.

3) The post-Cold War generation
views socialism and communism

more favourably than during any time
since the Cold War. A scholar at Tufts
University has hypothesised that
millennials, born into the worst job
market since the Great Depression,
are more sceptical of capitalism
than their parents. According to this
same researcher, millennials see
Scandinavian countries as models
for democratic socialism, rather than
current or former communist coun-
tries like Russia and China.
Whatever the reasons, Marx’s
comeback coincides with his impend-
ing bicentennial. On May 5, 2018,
Karl Marx will be 200 years old and
his magnum opus, Capital, will be
151. This year and next there are trib-
utes and celebrations for both Capital
and its author across the globe. York
University in Toronto held a celebra-
tion of 150 years of Capital last May
with scholars from around the world.
Trier, where Marx was born, is plan-
ning an entire year of events, as is the
Marx Memorial Library in London.
A Berlin-based website, Marx200,
is keeping a running tally of these
events and adding to them daily.
Here in Pittsburgh, at Carnegie
Mellon University’s Humanities
Center, we are taking stock with our
own year of events. Marx@200, run-
ning from the fall of 2017 through
the summer of 2018 will feature lec-
tures, workshops, performances, an
art show, a symposium, and a con-
ference. The celebration kick-off is
on Thursday, Sept. 14, with the Mid-
Atlantic premier of The Young Karl
Marx, a film by the Haitian director
Raoul Peck, who was nominated for
an Oscar for / am Not Your Negro.
For the last 60 years Marx, com-
munism, and socialism have gotten
a pretty bad rap across the West.
But capitalism, it would seem, has
outdone itself in the 21st century.
Inequality is worse than ever before,
and the US is ruled by a capitalist oli-
garchy. Suddenly, Marx is cool again,
but mainly because he was, and
remains today, one of capitalism’s
most astute critics. Happy Birthday
Karl, and thanks.
People’s World &
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Caracas Proclamation
In the name of
sovereign rights

We, the representatives of politi-
cal, social, religious and trade
union organisations and the
personalities and intellectuals
from 60 countries of the world
have gathered in Caracas from
September 16 to September 19,
2017, in the framework of the
World Conference “Todos Somos
Venezuela: Dialogue for Peace,
Sovereignty and Bolivarian
Democracy”. We firmly sup-
port the people and government
of Venezuela in the face of the
attacks by US imperialism, which
every day aggravate its destabilis-
ing actions against the Bolivarian
Homeland.

These actions have reached their
most dramatic expression in the fas-
cist violence unleashed between the
months of April and July of this year,
which left 115 citizens dead, thou-
sands injured, generalised damages
and psychological aggression against
the entire Venezuelan people.

Today, the political aggression of
US imperialism is carried out person-
ally by US President Donald Trump,
who not only threatens to use his mili-
tary forces against Venezuela but also
leads a rarely seen diplomatic siege

from the Organisation of American
States (OAS) with the participation
of some governments of the region
in order to undermine the strength
of Bolivarian democracy. At the
same time, he formalises, through
an Executive Order, the implemen-
tation of the financial blockade that
had already been applied “to choke
the Venezuelan economy.”

The imperialist aggression
against the Bolivarian Revolution is a
flagrant violation of the Proclamation
of Latin America and the Caribbean
as a Zone of Peace endorsed by the
presidents of all the countries of the
region during the Second Summit of
the Community of Latin American
and Caribbean States (CELAC) held
in Havana in January 2014, which
defends the sovereign right of each
country to determine its own destiny
without foreign interference.

The administration of President
Donald Trump, along with promi-
nent spokesmen of the Venezuelan
anti-nationalist opposition, deploys
a plan aimed at destabilising the
State institutions through a set of
manoeuvres that were unveiled and
defeated thanks to a political deci-
sion of great significance based
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on the philosophical thinking of
Commander Hugo Chavez, historical
leader of the Bolivarian Revolution,
as it was the election, establish-
ment and setting up of the National
Constituent Assembly.

Through the Constituent
Assembly, the Venezuelan people
inaugurates a new historical moment
ratifying and deepening the founda-
tions of the social, democratic State
of law and justice enshrined in the
Bolivarian Constitution of 1999. At
the same time, peace was reached in
a clear demonstration of the failure
of the extreme right-wing forces that
carried out the horror of the general-
ised violence.

We, the representatives of polit-
ical, social, religious and trade
union organisations and the per-
sonalities and intellectuals attend-
ing this World Conference “Todos
Somos Venezuela: Dialogue for
Peace, Sovereignty and Bolivarian
Democracy” are firmly convinced of
the importance of the political dia-
logue promoted by President Nicolas
Maduro, with its most recent meeting
held in the Dominican Republic by
representatives of the Bolivarian gov-
ernment and those of the so-called
Mesa de la Unidad Democratica
(Opposition Coalition’s Parties),
an alliance that brings together all
sectors of the Venezuelan opposi-
tion. Hence, we strongly support the
dialogue proposal promoted by the
Bolivarian government.

Quite the contrary to the state-
ments made by extreme right-wing
sectors in different parts of the world
with the support of the large transna-
tional corporations of disinforma-
tion, we emphasise that the electoral
and democratic agenda continues. In
Venezuela, in a few weeks, there will
be regional elections, and the munic-
ipal and presidential elections will
be held in 2018, as well as the ref-
erendum that will confirm or not the
new constitutional text drafted by the
National Constituent Assembly. In
what other country of the world can
a democratic practice of such dimen-
sion be found?

Guardian

We firmly support the people and
government of Venezuela in the face of
the attacks by US imperialism, which
every day aggravate its destabilising
actions against the Bolivarian Homeland.

Hence, we condemn the despi-
cable lies, fake news and distortions
about Venezuelan reality as the main
strategy to discredit the Bolivarian
Revolution and the legitimate gov-
ernment of President Nicolas
Maduro.

We also support the efforts of
the government and the people of
Venezuela to overcome the serious
problems arising from the economic
warfare conducted from the highest
levels of the US government.

Our commitment to peace, sover-
eignty and the Bolivarian democracy
is closely linked to the development
of'a broad and permanent conference
of solidarity in each country, pro-
moted by every political, social, reli-
gious and trade union organisation of

democratic nature that participates in
this Conference.

The defence of the Bolivarian
Revolution is an unavoidable duty
of the peoples of Latin America, the
Caribbean and the world. This is
based on the understanding that in
Venezuela, the right to sovereignty,
independence, self-determination
and integration of our peoples is
defended.

Using the words of Jose Marti,
with the defence of the independ-
ence of Venezuela we will prevent
the United States from falling, with
an even greater force, upon our
American lands.

Caracas,
2017 &
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