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Running around like a headless chook, the
Prime Minister has spent the last few weeks
in damage control over his government’s
failure to address a looming energy crisis.
PM Malcolm Turnbull’s claims energy
prices would come down, after his meeting
with the power company barons last week
were met with ridicule.

The government does not have a nation-
al energy plan. After all, the government is as
good as owned by the mining corporations who
are major donors to the Coalition parties.

It is still backing coal-fired powered sta-
tions as the way forward while the rest of the
world is fast turning to renewables.

The National Party, at its federal confer-
ence over the past weekend (9/9/2017), voted
to remove all subsidies for renewable energy
providers over a five-year period, with a freeze
at current levels in the coming year.

The National Party has actually embarked
on a campaign against renewables, it is so
beholden to the interests of the coal mining,
gas and coal seam gas sectors.

While trying to give the impression that
it is doing something, the government con-
tinually postpones any action. As part of its
short term political opportunism to put off
the inevitable move to renewables, the gov-
ernment commissioned a report from the
Australian Energy Market Operator (AEMO)
for a Clean Energy Target policy to begin in
the 2020s!

Energy prices continue to rise. Electricity
is an essential service. It is a basic right in a
modern society. No one should be left to freeze
in winter or suffer from the heat in summer
because they cannot afford electricity.

Yet charities are assisting tens of thousands
of pensioners, unemployed and low income
families to meet their bills.

Hot air

Turnbull’s meeting with the power barons,
telling them to do more to help people with their
bills, insults the intelligence of the Australian
people.

Small businesses are also affected by the
hefty hikes in prices. They do not get the mas-
sive discounts of the big users.

Turnbull says he told the power barons to
“ensure no family pays a cent more for electric-
ity than it needs to.”

“Australia is blessed with abundant energy
so it is simply not good enough that some fam-
ilies and businesses cannot always afford to
turn on their lights, heating and equipment,”
Turnbull said.

So why does a country so “blessed” have
some of the highest electricity prices in the
world?

Privatisation

The answer is simple: privatisation, deregu-
lation and “competition”.

The production and distribution of elec-
tricity is in private hands, the market is all
but deregulated, in particular in the wholesale
sector, and despite all claims to the contrary
competition has driven prices up.

Privatisation and “competition” mean there
is no overall planning of supply. The opening
and closing of power plants is in self-interest-
ed private hands whose sole motivation is the
making and maximising of profits.

Privatisation creates a conflict of interest
as higher consumption results in higher profits.

Private ownership has held back and is
still holding back the transition from coal to
renewables.

Privatisation and the breaking up of genera-
tion, distribution, metre reading, etc, has result-
ed in a multitude of layers of profit sucked up
by multiple private providers.

A report by David Richardson for the
Australia Institute on electricity costs (June
2017) estimates that privatisation, corporatisa-
tion and marketisation and charges based on a
return on an inflated valuation of assets is cost-
ing an additional $404 to $502 per household
per annum.

For example, prior to privatisation and the
entry of multiple companies into the distribu-
tion, there was no need to market electricity.
Households were automatically connected to
the public company.

With privatisation sales staff were needed to

Korea: What the
media isn’t telling you

sell electricity. This is reflected in the increase
in sales workers (broadly defined) from 607 in
November 1996 to 3,008 in 2016! That is an
increase of almost five times.

There was an increase from 2,669 to 8,473
managers over the same period.

The report also notes there has been a fall
in productivity — output per worker.

Richardson draws the conclusion from his
research that “privatisation, commercialisation
and marketisation cost at least a billion dollars
in the new functions electricity organisations
had to take on, as well as the duplication of
management structures and corporate functions
and having to operate in a market involving
buying and selling skills.”

These additional costs are passed on to
consumers. This is why power bills have
skyrocketed.

Price rises will continue unless govern-
ments step in and set fixed rates for all con-
sumers and nationalises the system, removing
the layers of duplication and profit-gauging.

Pricing minefield

There are thousands of electricity plans
to choose from. They are not designed to be
understood. Quite the opposite.

For example, there are usage charges
which vary according to how much you use
in a specified time. These might be peak or
off-peak usage charges. Then there are supply
charges. Add to that mix the GST which may
or may not be included at the point where the
charges are broken down or just at the end of
the bill.
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There can be a Paper Bill Fee if you do not
opt to receive your bill by email, a Payment
Processing Fee, and a Pay On Time Discount.
Contracts may include a percentage reduc-
tion in the official charges approved by the
regulator.

It is a minefield and impossible to compare
different companies. It is the most disadvan-
taged who tend to end up paying at a higher
rate, unaware of the need to annually search for
another contract or even unable to understand
the process involved.

On the question of renewable energy, we
need action now. The solution does not lie in
extending the life of AGL’s 46-year-old Liddell
coal-fired power station beyond its planned clo-
sure in 2022.

Nor should AGL or other private energy
companies, in effect, be determining the
direction of energy production and pricing in
Australia.

The government must step in with a nation-
al plan for the transition to renewable energy
which includes the provision of training and
jobs for those currently working in the fossil
fuel industries.

There is much the federal, state and local
governments should do, such as capping and
regulating energy prices,

Instead of providing the mining sector with
billions of dollars in subsidies and the opening
of new coal mines, the government should redi-
rect that money to research and development
of renewables and to subsidising domestic and
business consumers who wish to install solar
panels. &
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Military-industrial complex
demands infinite warfare

Fifty-six years ago retiring US President Eisenhower warned
about the military-industrial complex, an amalgamation of
“an immense military establishment” and “a permanent arms
industry of vast proportions” that exercised unwarranted influ-
ence over government policy, consumed an enormous proportion
of the US federal budget, and dictated intellectual research so
that “public policy could itself become the captive of a scientific-
technological elite”.

No left-winger, Eisenhower said the US was facing “a
hostile ideology — global in scope, atheistic in character, ruth-
less in purpose and insidious in method”. That’s how he saw
communism, yet his words describe precisely the US military-
industrial complex.

Eisenhower advocated “disarmament, with mutual honour
and confidence”, and the resolution of disputes “not with arms
but with intellect and decent purpose”. But he would have surely
been appalled by the vice-like grip of the military-industrial
complex on current foreign and domestic policy, its insatiable
consumption of government funds and the resulting impoverish-
ment of US citizens.

President Trump says the US will boost its military in-
volvement in Afghanistan, and refuses to say how long it will
remain there. After 16 years, the US now faces never-ending
warfare in Afghanistan. That’s a brilliant result for the military
industrial complex, but a disaster for the people of the US and
Afghanistan.

Several years ago the US national debt passed one tril-
lion dollars, which someone described as: “a one-dollar sign
with 12 zeros behind it!” Every year the US sinks further into
debt, borrows more, and makes “temporary” arrangements to
fund pensions, medical and welfare services and other federal
programs, while its military expenditure continues to grow.

Last week’s agreement between Trump and the Democrats,
which aimed at limiting the US debt, is likely to involve reduc-
ing the already threadbare US social welfare programs rather
than cutting military spending.

Australia has been an ally in every major US military
conflict since WW2. After Trump’s recent announcement com-
mitting the US to a virtually endless war in Afghanistan, Prime
Minister Turnbull offered Australia’s military assistance for
“as long as necessary”.

He stated: “... you should expect it to be very long term ...
Additional resources [may be] deployed to Afghanistan but I
don’t want to speculate on it.”

The coalition government has also offered military assistance
to the government of Philippines President Rodrigo Duterte,
whose anti-drug policies have resulted in the summary ex-
ecution of more than 12,000 citizens over 14 months. Foreign
minister Julie Bishop did not raise the issue of human rights
during a recent visit.

Under the agreement Australia will train Philippine sol-
diers for military operations against ISIS in Mindanao, where
Australian mining corporations are operating.

The terrorist group has found ready supporters there be-
cause the Philippines is an ally of the US, whose brutal military
intervention in the Middle East has led to the creation of ISIS
and Al-Qaeda.

The Turnbull government denies that Australian forces
would be involved in direct combat, but the RAAF is already
using two spy planes to gather information on ISIS, which has
described Australia as the US “regional guard dog”.

The US is also likely to appoint former Admiral Harry
Harris as ambassador to Australia. Harris has adopted an
extremely confrontational approach to navigation in the South
China Sea, and advocates an increase in US missiles directed
at the Chinese People’s Liberation Army.

One Chinese newspaper described him as “the most preju-
diced and Cold War-minded chief of all US Pacific commanders
since WW2”,

Turnbull has joined the US in calling for further sanctions
against the DPRK (North Korea), including banning cross-
border oil supplies. A Chinese official subsequently referred
to someone “pointing fingers while stabbing [you] in the back”.

And an enormous proportion of Australia’s federal budget is
now going to defence, including multi-billion dollar purchases
of submarines and supersonic aircraft. Overseas weapons manu-
facturers, including the Israeli corporation MBDA, are now
jostling for the chance to supply missiles for the Australian
Army’s 225 new combat vehicles and 400 new armoured per-
sonnel carriers.

Australia is sinking into a military morass. We must stop
being the toady of Uncle Sam, end our offensive operations at
his behest, and enter the international struggle for peace. If we
don’t, we’ll join the US as a prisoner of the military-industrial
complex, doomed to poverty and never-ending war.

CPA statement

Reza Shahabi,
Iranian frade unionist
on hunger strike

The Communist Party of Australia
condemns in the strongest possi-
ble terms the treatment of trade
unionist Reza Shahabi currently
on hunger strike in the Rajai
Shahr Prison in Iran.

Reza Shahabi is a member of the
board of directors of the Union of
Workers of the Tehran and Suburbs
Bus Company. He and other mem-
bers of the union are persecuted and
imprisoned for their vital work of
creating an organisation independ-
ent of government and employers
in order to serve its own members.
For this reason Reza Shahabi and
others have been fired, imprisoned
and beaten.

Reza Shahabi was arrested in
2010 and sentenced to five years in
prison. While serving his five-year
sentence, Shahabi was again called to
court and sentenced to an additional
year in jail.

Due to the physical harm caused
by violent treatment in prison, he had
to undertake two surgical interven-
tions to his neck and waist. While his
medical leave from jail was ordered
by his doctors, the security forces

Guardian

and judicial authorities who oversaw
the illegal proceedings against him
considered the entire period of medi-
cal leave for Reza Shahabi to be an
absence from jail and that he should
now remain in prison for another 968
days.

Reza has been on hunger strike
to protest against this unlawful and
unfair ruling. This brave trade union-
ist, who is a bus driver and a board

member of the Union of Workers
of the Tehran and Suburbs Bus
Company, has been on hunger strike
since August 9, 2017.

The Communist Party of
Australia adds its voice to the many
others across the world demanding
the immediate release from prison
of Reza Shahabi and an end to the
persecution of trade unionists in
Iran. &

Full report next Guardian.

-

Comrades with the South Korean Rep Sung Hee Choi at the IPAN national conference entitled “War, Peace and
Independence: Keep Australia out of US Wars”. THAAD (Terminal High Altitude Area Defence).
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Women should have a revolution.
They should shoot, kill, maim, destroy
until they are given the vote.

George Bernard Shaw, 1906
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PRESS FUND

Last week the Turnbull government abandoned its feeble pretence of concern about climate change and
embraced the outrageous idea of paying millions to renovate the Hunter Valley’s decrepit, monstrous
Lidell coal-fired power station. Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce says his National Party had

no problem whatsoever with coal-fired power, but his rural constituents are facing record-breaking
heatwaves and extreme weather events because of climate change, which results from long-term carbon
emissions. The Guardian has been covering the menace of climate change since it first became evident
30 years ago. We intend to continue, but we really need your support so please send us a Press Fund
contribution for the next issue if you possibly can. Many thanks to this week’s contributors, as follows:

G Dittura $5, C Greer $50, KM $10, MM $10, “Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $10,
RH in memory of Victor Osorio $50

This week’s total: $140 Progressive total: $4,950
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“"We don’t support this
cashless welfare card”

YAMAT JI Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC) is the
Native Title Representative Body for the traditional owners
of the Pilbara, Midwest, Murchison, and Gascoyne regions
of Western Australia.

YMAC represents 24 native title claim groups and supports
a further eight native title prescribed body corporate (PBC)
organisations, and provides legal services to other related enti-
ties. In total, YMAC’s remit represents one-third of WA’s total
land mass and includes regional towns from Geraldton to Port
Hedland and into the desert.

The YMAC board of directors are representatives of
Aboriginal native title claim groups, PBCs, corporations and
communities across WA.

The YMAC board does not support the cashless welfare
card being promoted by (WA mining magnate) Andrew Forrest
because it unfairly discriminates against Aboriginal people.

The Minderoo Foundation video displaying footage of
Aboriginal violence is presented out of context, and suggests
that this is the expectation that the wider Australian community
should have of Aboriginal people. It is an attempt to dismantle
Aboriginal culture.

The negative imagery is not in any way a fair representation
of the way Aboriginal people conduct themselves.

The video targets vulnerable people and unfairly exploits
them. It perpetuates a racist stereotype that is held within the
non-Aboriginal community that these people cannot be trusted
to manage their own affairs.

This propaganda is damaging to the good work that many
are doing to build positive relationships between Aboriginal and
non-Aboriginal people.

The Minderoo Foundation video demeans people in a shal-
low attempt at promoting a solution that is known to be ineffec-
tive and promotes a wider divide between our citizens.

Dictatorial

The type of dictatorial approach in addressing Aboriginal
issues is an archaic way of dealing with the relationship.

In support of Senator Patrick Dodson’s comments, regional
WA towns are not “war zones” and the people who live there
should be treated with respect.

We need community buy-in to develop strategies to deal
with the factors that make communities fail. The goal has to
be to make them flourish with incentives rather than condemn
them and reduce them to dependence and constant surveillance.

Does Andrew Forrest have the authority of Elders to advo-
cate the cashless welfare card?

As the peak representative body for over one million square
kilometres of country in the affected regions discussed, YMAC
has yet to be consulted, and as board members who live on coun-
try, with an ear to the ground we have not heard of any wide-
spread consultation taking place.

Taking into account the trials that have been conducted,
there has been no definitive evidence that the card will solve the

We need community buy-in to develop strategies
to deal with the factors that make communities
fail. The goal has to be to make them flovurish
with incentives rather than condemn them

and reduce them to dependence

and constant surveillance.

issues it was intended to on a wider audience. In fact, evidence
has been presented at the inquest into Aboriginal youth suicide
in north-west WA that the cashless welfare card contributed to
the problems of violence and mental health.

The YMAC board welcomes the opportunity for consul-
tation and collaboration with Andrew Forrest, The Minderoo
Foundation and the Australian Government.

Together we can design and implement solutions that are
consistent with Aboriginal people’s need for self-determination
and the right to pursue self-developed solutions.

From the archives

Kennett's Victoria — The Guardian, May 1993
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As our YMAC chief executive Simon Hawkins states, ...
YMAC and the Australian public need to see the data from the
trial of the program to determine the merits of the cashless card,
not just selective evidence from a few individuals.

Broader consultation with the Aboriginal communities likely
to be impacted by the program is needed to empower Aboriginal
people to make informed choices on these matters.”

Natalle PARKER and Peter Windie
Co-chairs of YMAC Western Australia
Koori Mail &
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THE GREAT
. OCTOBER
v REVOLUTION
A\
AT

\,\ . Centenary
. L\ [1917-2017
AT

Saturday Nov 4
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Daughter of Communist & trade union leader Paddy Troy Hazel Butorac
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Political activist Holly Dawson

Discussion & documentary October 1917
Free entry
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Disability funding cuts

Funding for public school students with
disability in five states and territories
will be cut by the Turnbull government
next year, confidential new figures
reveal.

The federal Department of Education
figures, obtained by the Australian
Education Union using Freedom of
Information laws, show the biggest cuts
will be in Tasmania and the Northern
Territory.

Public schools in the ACT, South
Australia and Western Australia will also
have their funding cut. The cuts are part of
the new Turnbull plan for schools, which
passed through Parliament in late June.

In Tasmania the cut will be over 45 per-
cent, with funding being slashed from $18
million this year to $9.7 million next year.
Tasmanian funding for students with dis-
ability will still be far less than it is now
in 2027.

In the Northern Territory the cut will
be just over 35 percent with public school
funding going from $26.7 million this year
to $17.2 million next year.

The cuts are being made despite a
resourcing crisis in the education of stu-
dents with disability. Three quarters of the
principals who responded to the AEU’s
annual State of our Schools survey said
they did not have the resources to appro-
priately meet the needs of all students with
disability.

Almost 90 percent of principals said
they had to shift funding from other areas

of their budget to provide resources for the
support of students with disability.

AEU federal president Correna
Haythorpe said the cuts were unacceptable
and had to be reversed.

“It is unconscionable to be making cuts
in the area,” she said.

“We need a major investment in the
education of students with disability not
cuts that will make it so much harder for
teachers and students.”

The cuts come as part of a revised
approach to funding students with disabil-
ity included in the new Turnbull school
funding plan. The government has accepted
that the number of students with disability
that schools require funding to support is
far greater than the number it has previ-
ously supported.

Education Minister Simon Birmingham
said the number of students eligible for
funding would increase next year from
212,000 to 470,000 in line with the
results from the annual school census, the
Nationally Consistent Collection of Data
(NCCD).

While that represents an increase of
over 120 percent in student numbers,
changes to the way the funding is calcu-
lated mean the overall funding level will
only increase by 6.2 percent and public
schools in five states and territories will go
backwards.

Catholic schools in NSW, Victoria,
Queensland, South Australia and Tasmania
also face funding cuts next year. &

Guardian

Keep baby Asha safe

Queensland unions say the federal
Turnbull LNP government’s latest
attack on asylum seekers is a des-
perate tactic to distract from its
self-inflicted wounds.

Queensland Council of Unions
general secretary Ros McLennan
said the union movement stood
against the Turnbull government in
the #LetThemStay campaign and
would do so again.

Advocates have confirmed that
baby Asha and her parents — the
young family at the centre of last
year’s 10-day community vigil
outside Lady Cilento Children’s
Hospital — were subject to govern-
ment action and at risk of being sent
to Nauru or Manus.

“This government would prefer
to starve young families before it
owns up to its poor performance,”
said McLennan.

“Removing support for these
families will not deter people
smugglers.

“It’s not about national security,
it’s a cruel attack on a segment of
the community powerless to fight
for their rights.”

The Queensland union move-
ment and Australians from all walks
of life fought for these people to be
allowed to stay in Australia before
and stand ready to fight for them
again.

“It’s how this government
rolls — it attacks working people,
it attacks the groups that stand up
for working people, it will attack
anyone if it thinks it will take the
focus off its pathetic efforts to
address day-to-day concerns of
Australians,” said Ms McLennan.

“It even attacked New Zealand
in the last session of Parliament!

“Now it’s attacking the most
vulnerable as a desperate smoke-
screen for its woeful performance,
and its failure in acting to bridge
the widening inequality gap in
Australia.”

The 400 people who were evac-
uated from Australia’s offshore
detention camps for critical reasons.
Some like baby Asha needed urgent
care and medical professionals
agreed their health would be at risk
if they were sent back to offshore
detention.

Some women were pregnant.
Other men, women and children
were evacuated because they were
too sick to stay in the camps. Their
babies have been born in Australia,
and there are children and families
from this group living across the
Australian community.

“They are our school-mates,
team-mates, and neighbours. If
they can remain in Australia and be
allowed to work, they could be your
teacher, your doctor or your col-
league,” said McLennan. “This is a
callous, cynical and cruel decision.
It deserves scorn and condemnation.
It will be resisted.” &

A Court has found that manage-
ment of a Boral concreting sub-
sidiary, De Martin and Gasparini,
acted illegally in threatening
to make its workers redundant
because they didn’t have an agree-
ment that was Code compliant.

Last week, the Federal Court
found that the company had taken
an adverse action against its workers
and had contravened the Fair Work
Act. The judge found that statements
made by De Martin and Gasparini
managers to its workforce when this
decision was announced were intimi-
datory, threatening and were intended
to terminate the workforce.

The judge was scathing of De
Martin and Gasparini managers in
his decision, saying he was not satis-
fied that they gave a full and accurate

account of what they told the work-
ers, nor that they gave credible or
reliable explanations of the reasons
for their decisions.

The CFMEU National
Construction secretary Dave Noonan
said the decision was a result of the
chaos being caused by the Turnbull
government’s unfair and unnecessary
Building Code.

“We welcome the Court’s deci-
sion, which vindicates our members’
right to have a say in their agreement.
Our members were put under enor-
mous pressure as a result of the com-
pany’s actions. Their job security was
threatened, causing them stress, anxi-
ety and fear.

“At the heart of this is Malcolm
Turnbull’s Building Code. It’s
unfair, it’s unnecessary and it’s

causing serious disruption to the
industry.”

In late June, De Martin and
Gasparini threatened more than 100
workers with redundancy before
August 31, after they last week voted
down EBA changes that would strip
away conditions and pave the way
for casualisation of their workforce.

The changes would have
removed employees’ right to four-
day weekends six times a year at
public holiday times — an important
condition for managing fatigue in an
industry characterised by long hours
and physical labour.

It would also prevent restric-
tions on the use of contractors and
casual labour hire workers, reducing
the security of employment for con-
struction workers. &

CEVA cash grab

CEVA, the logistics and chain
management multinational that
posted $6.6 billion in revenue for
2016, is crying poor at the bar-
gaining table and attempting to
short-change its employees.

The Transport Workers’” Union
says that in fact, the company’s sub-
standard offer to workers is nothing
but a blatant cash grab.

CEVA have even told TWU
bargaining representatives that any
improvements in some areas of the
current agreement would only come
with the loss of existing rates and
conditions, including fair redun-
dancies, zero increases in super-
annuation, reduced overtime and
below-CPI wage increases in coming
years.

The proposal also falls short of
what workers are receiving for doing
the same job at other leading trans-
port companies. The workers have
fought hard and for too long to just
hand back wages and conditions to a
Dutch global giant.

CEVA is also trying to under-
mine the bargaining process by
holding undemocratic and non-rep-
resentative Focus Group meetings
that are nothing but a front for trying
to sell its bad offer to select workers.

In a statement the union said,
“The TWU frowns on any attempt
by a company to divide its workforce
and pit them against each other.

“Companies must remember that
at the end of these tactics are people,
and where’s the humanity in trying to
rip-off Australian workers and creat-
ing a climate of fear and suspicion
among a workforce?”

A damning assessment of the
company’s behaviour was highlight-
ed by the results of a recent worker
survey in which over 90 percent of
respondents expressed their disdain
at CEVA’s questionable tactics.

CEVA wants:

A 3-tier system where workers
will be on reduced pay,
superannuation and PM shift
allowances

New workers to be placed on
reduced rates and conditions
Each time a new contact comes
up CEVA want to use the
opportunity to further attack
wages and conditions

Major pay cut for some workers,
and

Part-time workers will be
expected to work full time hours
without overtime.

“The unapologetic mission of
the TWU is to defend the rights and
dignity of all transport workers and
to ensure they have real and decent
jobs and a good quality of life. This
is why we will never accept a deal
that discounts hard-earned rights and
conditions.” &
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Our class history

Eileen Whitehead

When I first planned to emigrate
to Australia because I was so
sick of the snobbery and class
system in England, I remember
my cousin from Perth telling me
that Australia didn’t have a class
system. That’s how politically
ignorant he was.

I’m glad I came because it’s been
another lesson in how the ruling elite
operate to protect their ownership
and power systems and, although
Australia doesn’t seem to have such
a dyed-in-the-wool class system as
the UK, here it’s based on wealth and
it is well and truly in existence in the
21st century. In fact, it is reverting
to the times of Dickens in terms of
inequality.

Manning Clark, in his 1976
Boyer Lecture presentation A
Discovery of Australia, said:

“In the nineteenth century
Australians enjoyed the reputation
of being in the vanguard of human
progress; they were often the pio-
neers in the introduction of bourgeois
democracy, and rather boastful about
it. By contrast, in the twentieth cen-
tury Australians seem to have missed
the bus carrying humanity into the
future. We had the institutions and
the values to promote the use of parts
of our country as quarries for foreign
powers, but neither the institutions,
nor the inclination, nor the belief to
make our country a paradise for the
people.”

Looking at the way Australia
was settled to some extent explains
how this has happened, but what I
can’t understand is why it has been
allowed to happen. The origins of
capitalism here are unique. People
were transported into what started as
a military prison, initially containing
few capitalists, no free labour and no
peasants, but within a generation the
colony became essentially capitalist
with a growing free labour market
and an emerging peasantry.

And here’s where Australian his-
tory begins to echo what has hap-
pened in the United Kingdom over
the centuries; dispossession and land
seizure — no doubt in the name of
whoever was sitting on the throne at
the time, or his sidekick, God! What
should be called stealing but is called
colonisation and which, in the eyes of
the colonisers, is for the greater good.
This has happened all over the world.
When colonising countries the officer

Australia

and those who own no means of production, having nothing but their labour to sell.

class of the occupying armies forms
the nucleus of the landed oligarchies
who then develop into nascent capi-
talists. In this way, the capitalist class
structure has successfully been trans-
planted, colonising a country using
time-honoured methods:

Destruction of the Indigenous
society; seizure of the means of pro-
duction; capital accumulation; for-
mation of social classes; the use of
state power; imperialism and racism.

To paraphrase Marx, with capi-
talism there can only be two main
classes — those who own the means
of production and employ labour to
make a profit, and those who own no
means of production, having nothing
but their labour to sell.

In the beginning of Australia’s
colonisation, the means of produc-
tion was the land. Therefore the
native people had to be driven off
their land, and as always capitalism
was created by force i.e. state power.
Once that has occurred the next phase
was to encourage lots of people to
migrate and work for the people who
got here first.

Australia has always been

beholden to its political overmasters
in England who, for a long while
controlled the purse strings, e.g.
look what happened to Australia’s
trade when they joined the European
Common Market.

But going even further back the
first slump was caused when the
Yankees kicked the Brits out and
stopped buying British cloth, made
from Australian wool. Government
revenue was affected so who had
to pay — the squatters in the form
of licence fees for their land. This
brought about an emergent politi-
cal dominance by the colonial ruling
class, which has always seen the
function of government to provide
as much assistance to private capital
as possible i.e. to themselves! Sound
familiar?

By the mid-19th century came
a rising middle class — doctors, law-
yers, senior bureaucrats, business-
men, farmers and gold miners, and
radical elements of these middle
classes combined with working-
class urban forces and some liber-
al elements among merchants and
landowners to advocate for popular

Refugees transferred to Port
Moresby for medical reasons last
week staged “Day 1” of protest
action outside the Australian
Border Force office at the motel
where they are being held.

They are protesting the latest
move by Border Force to cut them
off services and support. A notice
put on the wall of the motel on
September 3 announced that phone
cards would no longer be available
for refugees held at the motel, from
September 5.

The withdrawal of phone cards
from the refugees in Port Moresby
follows similar recent cuts to
phones and phone cards on Manus
Island.

There are now well over 100
refugees and asylum seekers at the
motel, supposedly transferred for

medical reasons. But it has become
obvious that many of the supposed
medical transfers are simply a

way of getting refugees off Manus

Island.

Some refugees, fearful of being
dumped and left homeless in Port
Moresby, have refused to be trans-
ferred from Manus Island because
they do not have medical issues.

Meanwhile protests continue at
the Manus detention centre against
the forced closure of compounds,
cuts to activities and services, and
the long-term detention. Today
marked the 35th day of protest
there.

Manus asylum seekers and refu-
gees were told that the number of
points they are given to use at the
detention centre canteen has been
further cut from 39 to 34 points.

“Peter Dutton is using the same
tactics on Manus that he is using
against the refugees who have been
transferred from Manus and Nauru
to Australia for medical treatment,”
said Ian Rintoul, spokesperson for
the Refugee Action Coalition.

“On Manus, and in Port
Moresby, he is cutting points,
and cutting goods from the can-
teen, while he is pushing them
out of accommodation blocks. In
Australia, he has cut their income
and is depriving them of housing.

“Bereft of policies, left with egg
on his face because he is unable to
settle anyone in PNG or the US,
Dutton is reduced to spiteful stand-
over tactics, pushing defenceless
people around because he can. It’s
pathetic. Another sign that the gov-
ernment is on the way out.” &

democracy. This was the time of the
Eureka uprising. It was also a time
of blatant racism because of the
number of Chinese arriving on the
gold fields. But there were also other
sources of division which weakened
the working class — ethnic and reli-
gious difference.

So in brief, for 40 years from the
middle of the 19th century Australia
experienced a boom time when the
population was small and there was
work for everyone and by the end of
the century a rural petty bourgeoi-
sie was emerging and class align-
ments were changing. There were
growing bush workers’ unions, such
as the forerunners of the Australian
Workers” Union (AWU) and rural
labour in Australia was far better
organised, with the average income
per head one of the highest in the
capitalist world.

In the 1880s there was a growth
of class consciousness and an upsurge
in union militancy which felt the full
force of state power during the slump
in the economy in the 1890s. As is
typical of capitalism, the slump was
caused by over-borrowing unrelated
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to export growth or import replace-
ment (sound familiar?) and over-pro-
duction of wool (not iron ore) for a
declining world market. This deci-
mated the unions but led to political
action which saw the formation of the
Labor Party.

Nothing seems to change, as can
be seen from this quote from Thomas
More’s Utopia (1516):

“I can perceive nothing but a cer-
tain conspiracy of rich men, procur-
ing their own commodities under the
name and title of the Commonwealth.
They invent and devise all means ...
first how to keep [what] they have
unjustly gathered together; and next
how to hire and abuse the work and
labour of the poor for as little money
as may be, and oppress them as much
as they please.”

This is a very broad-brush potted
version of Australian political and
class history, but I think it paints
a picture describing how we’ve
reached the state of society today,
which is still a case of the ruling class
trying to screw the workers. A case of
not forgetting history as it has a habit
of repeating itself if we do. &

Sydney

VIGIL DEMANDING
. THAT THE USA
STOP THE BLOCKADE
' ON CUBA

12:30 pm Sunday September 17
Sydney Town Hall

Also to stop the subversion of funds against Cuba
and return Guantdnamo to the Cuban people
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Charlottesville

Trump must

Albert Bender

The racist, fascist demonstration in
Charlottesville was in fact an uprising by
the far right. These Hitler “brownshirts”
came to Charlottesville fully prepared to
intimidate and terrorise peaceful citizens.
They came not to hold a rally; they stormed
into town in full military gear, armed to the
teeth. Photos show many carrying AK-47s
as well as pepper spray, bats, and clubs.
This was an armed uprising designed to see
how far they could go and to incite similar
actions across the country. It is reminiscent
of the Beer Hall Putsch by Hitler in the
1920s.

The gathering was billed as a “Unite the
Right rally.” It should have been called a “Unite
the racist whites rally.” The most racist and
hate-filled elements of American society saw it
as an opportunity to congregate to consolidate
support for the administration of the demagogic
Trump.

The racist Charlottesville uprising, led by
a motley horde of white supremacists, includ-
ing the KKK and Nazis, began on August 11,
when hundreds of racists marched through the
University of Virginia campus carrying torches
and chanting Nazi slogans. The torches were
also used as weapons.

A counter-demonstration, in opposition to
the fascists, was organised by a broad coalition
of anti-racist forces.

On August 12, James Fields, a 20-year-
old white male, drove his car, at high speed,
into this counter-demonstration killing a young
white woman, Heather Heyer. Heyer gave her
life fighting racism. Many others were injured,
five critically.

The right-wing gathering was sparked by
the impending removal of a statute of Robert
E Lee, commander of the Confederate forces
in the Civil War. It drew participants from near
and far. In fact, Fields, the driver of the car
that killed the counter-demonstrator, was from
Ohio.

Police stood by

The police knew ahead of time that these
rabid racists were converging on this small town
for a gathering of hate and violence. Reports
are that there was very little police presence
in the area, no roads had been blocked, and
there was no real attempt to keep the oppos-
ing demonstrations from clashing. There was
no real attempt to stop attacks by the racists
on peaceful demonstrators, who had to defend
themselves.

Contrast this with the way nationally
oppressed people of colour are treated when
they are lawfully demonstrating. For exam-
ple, Native Americans in North Dakota were
subjected to “war crime” attacks by vicious
militarised police. But in Charlottesville, the
despicable purveyors of hate were, compara-
tively speaking, allowed a free rein.

Further, it has now been revealed, via video
footage taken by a volunteer with the American
Civil Liberties Union of Virginia, that a white
supremacist thug actually shot at the counter-
demonstrators in Charlottesville. He fired his
gun in the direction of a Black counter-protester.

Trump’s demagogic ascendancy
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The shooter then leaves the scene, joining other
racist protesters walking past the watchful eyes
of the police, who, shockingly, took no action
at the time.

After Heather Heyer’s murder, the head of
the Loyal White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan
of North Carolina, Justin Moore, bragged he
was “glad the girl was killed.” Moore stated:
“Nothing makes us more proud at the KKK
than we see white patriots such as James Fields,
Jr, age 20, taking his car and running over nine
communist anti-fascists, killing one (exple-
tive) lover named Heather Heyer.” The record-
ed message went on to say “James Fields, Hail
Victory! It’s men like you that have made the
great white race strong.”

The KKK message is clearly an incitement
to further violence and murder. This type of
virulent racist rhetoric has not been heard since
the civil rights days of the 1960s, when racists
in the Deep South committed barbaric murders
in the name of white supremacy.

On the national level, some politicians have
characterised these Nazi-sloganeering advo-
cates of white rule, these hucksters of Hitler
salutes, these jackals of spewed hate, as traitors
to the country. The allegiance of these traitors
in World War I1, the great war against Fascism,
would have been with Hitler’s Germany.
Traitors they are and as traitors they must be
treated!

In the meantime, after remaining silent
for two days, Trump condemned “hatred, big-
otry, and violence coming from many sides.”
The “hatred, bigotry, and violence” came only
from one side — the side of racism exhibited by
the fascists. Former Vice-President Joe Biden
chimed in with, “There is only one side, not
many sides.” Trump subsequently condemned

pDemonstrate!
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the Klan and neo-Nazis, but only a day later
back-pedalled and again said “both sides” were
responsible for violence, much to the satisfac-
tion of Klan leader David Duke.

Movement for impeachment
gains momentum

On August 18, US Representative Steve
Cohen of Tennessee announce that he was
filing articles of impeachment against Trump
for his comments about the white supremacist
violence in Charlottesville.

He said after watching TV coverage of the
white racist rallies, he was reminded of the
Nazi atrocities against Jews in 1930s Germany.
Cohen compared the violence to Kristallnacht,
the anti-Jewish assaults and attacks of glass-
breaking vandalism on November 9 and 10,
1938. Cohen’s move for impeachment will
join those of Democrats Brad Sherman and
Al Green, both of whom introduced articles of
impeachment in June.

A movement on the lunatic fringe in the
South advocates that the South should break
away from the US again. The right-wing march
on Charlottesville dovetails with this move-
ment. As a Native writer, residing in the birth
state of the Klan and living only a short road
trip from the birth town of that noxious terrorist
organisation, [ am enraged when these crackpot
ideologues proclaim that the South is “White
Man’s land.” T must most vehemently remind
them that the South is Indian land, illegally and
forcibly taken from its rightful and first inhabit-
ants, as is every inch of this country.

I must echo a statement made by Virginia
Governor Terry McAuliffe to the racist white
marchers: “There is no place for you in
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America.” Some of the white supremacists car-
ried signs that read “We will not be replaced.”
I would propose, instead of being replaced,
how about being repatriated? Repatriation to
the European country of their ancestral origin
would suit Native America just fine.

But until that time, by our active opposi-
tion we must smash racism and incipient fas-
cism in this beautiful land where it has no place.
Trump’s demagogic ascendancy has brought
the vermin out of the woodwork, the rats out
the sewer, the nauseous scum out of the stench-
ridden landfill — out of their hiding places, so
the better to be dealt with.

As the contradictions are brought into
sharper focus, the battle lines can be drawn to
ensure victory by the long oppressed. The day
of reckoning can be finally realised by a people
united to stop racism and fascism in its gore-
laden tracks and send its purveyors back to their
holes in the ground, there to expire in the igno-
minious passing that is so richly deserved.

In communities across the nation, demon-
strations and rallies are being held rejecting the
racist and fascist movement aided and abet-
ted by Trump and his cohorts. So far, Donald
Trump is the only president in US history to
be openly praised by the most racist and hate-
filled organisations in the country. The time
is long overdue for the KKK to be classified
as a terrorist organisation by the government.
The immediate next step is the removal of the
national purveyor of hatred and bloodshed who
resides in the Executive Office of this nation.
Trump must go! Immediate impeachment is on
the table!

People’s World &

has brought the vermin out of the
woodwork, the rats out the sewer,
the nauseous scum out of the
stench-ridden landfill.
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Against Fascism and War

Peter Symon

On August 2, 1935, Georgi Dimitrov deliv-
ered to the 7th Congress of the Communist
International his report “Against Fascism
and War”. Hitlerism had come to power
in Germany two years earlier and had
launched a savage offensive against the
German working class.

Hitler made clear the aggressive inten-
tions of the German capitalist ruling class and
their aim of world domination. The Nazis were
backed by the big monopoly companies and
banks. Racism became official government
policy.

Georgi Dimitrov had already become a
world figure because of his fearless exposure
of the Nazi leaders at the Reichstag fire trial:
the provocation instigated by the Nazi regime
to justify their repressive measures.

Dimitrov’s report had a worldwide influ-
ence in rallying the people of many countries
to the danger of fascism. It is timely to recall
the main ideas contained in the report because
of the new danger of fascist trends in a number
of countries, including Australia. The ideas in
the report remain valid today

Dimitrov’s speech, given on behalf of
the Executive Committee of the Communist
International, described fascism as “the open
terrorist dictatorship of the most reactionary,
most chauvinistic and most imperialist ele-
ments of finance capital”.

He said that “Fascism comes to power as a
party of attack on the revolutionary movement
of the proletariat, on the masses of the people
who are in a state of unrest; yet it stages its
accession to power as a ‘revolutionary’ move-
ment against the bourgeoisie on behalf of the
‘whole nation’ and for ‘the salvation’ of the
nation”.

Nevertheless, “fascism is a most ferocious
attack by capital on the toiling masses,” it is
“rabid reaction and counter-revolution” and
“the most vicious enemy of the working class
and of all the toilers.”

Dimitrov warned that “whoever does not
fight the reactionary measures of the bourgeoi-
sie and the growth of fascism at these prepara-
tory stages is not in a position to prevent the
victory of fascism, but, on the contrary, facili-
tates that victory”.

The report asked: “Can the victory of fas-
cism be prevented?” Dimitrov answered “Yes!”

In the first place, this depends on the mili-
tant activity of the working class, on its fight-
ing unity in combatting the capitalist offensive.

Secondly, it depends on the existence of a
strong revolutionary party, correctly leading the
struggle of the working people against fascism.

Thirdly, said Dimitrov, it depends on a
correct policy by the working class towards
the intermediate strata such as non-monopo-
ly farmers, professionals, intellectuals and the
self-employed, adopting a patient attitude, win-
ning them over to the struggle against fascism.

Fourthly, it depends on whether the politi-
cally conscious working class exercises vigi-
lance and takes action at the proper time, “It
must not allow fascism to catch it unawares,
it must not surrender the initiative to fascism,
it must inflict blows on the latter before it can
gather forces,” said Dimitrov.

Most essential was a united front of the
working class, the unity action of the work-
ers in every factory, in every district, in every
region, in every country, all over the world.

“The establishment of unity action by all
sections of the working class, irrespective of
their party organisational affiliation, is neces-
sary even before the majority of the working
class is united in the struggle for the overthrow
of capitalism and the victory of the proletarian
revolution.

“The Communist International attaches no
conditions to unity of action except one, and
that elementary condition acceptable for all
workers, viz, that the unity of action be directed
against fascism, against the offensive of capi-
tal, against the threat of war, against the class
enemy.”

Dimitrov went on to say that the “defence
of the immediate economic and political inter-
ests of the working class, the defence of the
working class against fascism, must form the
starting point and main content of the united
front all capitalist countries”.

The issues for such joint struggle were the
demand to shift the burden of the crisis on to
the shoulders of the ruling class, defence of the
gains and rights of the working people and the
existing bourgeois-democratic liberties, and
opposition to the approaching danger of impe-
rialist war.

Dimitrov also called for a broad people’s
front against fascism, with a united front of the
working class as Its leading core.

He said that the success of the struggle
against fascism was closely connected with the
establishment of a fighting alliance between the
working class on the one hand and the work-
ing farmers and urban petty-bourgeoisie on the
other.

He pointed out that, together, these forces
constituted a majority of the population in
every industrialised country. Dimitrov stressed
that it was particularly important for the work-
ing class to defend the demands of the interme-
diate strata, particularly the working farmers.

Speaking about the ideology of fascism,
Dimitrov said: “Many comrades did not believe
that so reactionary a variety of bourgeois ide-
ology as the ideology of fascism, which in its
stupidity frequently reaches the point of lunacy,
was capable of gaining a mass influence at all.
This was a great mistake.”

Dimitrov devoted a whole chapter of his
report, to the role of the communist parties
in the struggle against fascism. In Australia,
this section has often been overlooked and its
importance for the success of a united front of
the working class underrated.

Dimitrov pointed out that “in the strug-
gle for the establishment of the united front,
the importance of the leading role of the
Communist Party increases extraordinarily.
Only the Communist Party is at bottom the ini-
tiator, the organiser and the driving force of the
united front of the working class”. The com-
munists should “strengthen their own ranks in
every respect”.

In working for the formation of the united
front against fascism, Dimitrov warned against
adopting sectarian attitudes. Sectarianism, he
said, “finds expression particularly in over-
estimating the speed at which they are aban-
doning the positions of reformism, in attempts
to leap over difficult stages and over compli-
cated tasks of the movement. Methods of lead-
ing the masses have in practice been frequently
replaced by the methods of leading a narrow
party group.”

Dimitrov also warned against the danger
of right opportunism which, he said, “will
increase in proportion as the wide united front
develops”.

He pointed out: “A successful struggle for
the establishment of the united front impera-
tively demands constant struggle in our ranks

against tendencies to depreciate the role of the
Party, against legalist illusions, against reliance
on spontaneity and automatism.”

Dimitrov said that the party must be a
militant party, a revolutionary party, capable
of leading the working people in the struggle
for power and capable of orienting itself in the
complicated problems that arise.

The struggle against fascism in the 1930s
and 40s failed to prevent the Nazis from plung-
ing the world into the bloodbath of the Second
World War. Only in the crucible of war did
an alliance come into existence which defeat-
ed Nazism militarily. It cost 50 million lives,
however.

Dimitrov’s report has never lost its rele-
vance. However, the present danger of nuclear
war and the emergence of militarist and fascist
tendencies in a number of countries makes this
relevance even more pressing.

This time the price of failure to stop the
dangers in time will be unimaginably greater
than in World War II.

This article appeared in the Guardian, July
10, 1985

Peter Symon was General Secretary of the
CPA &

“Many comrades did not believe that so
reactionary a variety of bourgeois ideology
as the ideology of fascism, which in its
stupidity frequently reaches the point of
lunacy, was capable of gaining a mass
influence at all. This was a great mistake.”
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What the media
isn’t telling yowu

Mike Whitney

Here's what the media isn't telling you
about North Korea's recent missile tests.

Last week the DPRK fired a Hwasong-12
intermediate-range ballistic missile over
Japan’s Hokkaido Island. The missile
landed in the waters beyond the island
harming neither people nor property.

The media immediately condemned the test
as a “bold and provocative act” that showed the
North’s defiance of UN resolutions and “con-
tempt for its neighbours.” President Trump
sharply criticised the missile test saying:

“Threatening and destabilising actions only
increase the North Korean regime’s isolation in
the region and among all nations of the world.
All options are on the table.”

What the media failed to mention was that,
for the last three weeks, Japan, South Korea
and the US have been engaged in large-scale,
joint military drills on Hokkaido Island and in
South Korea. These needlessly provocative war
games are designed to simulate an invasion of
North Korea and a “decapitation” operation to
remove (ie: Kill) the regime. North Korea’s
supreme leader, Kim Jong-un has asked the US
repeatedly to end these military exercises, but
the US has stubbornly refused. The US reserves
the right to threaten anyone, anytime and any-
where even right on their doorstep. It’s part of
what makes the US exceptional. Check out this
excerpt from an article at Fox News:

“More than 3,500 American and Japanese
troops kicked off a weeks-long joint military
exercise Thursday against the backdrop of an
increasingly belligerent North Korean regime.
The exercise, known as Northern Viper 17, will
take place on Hokkaido — Japan’s northern-
most main island — and will last until August
28 .7

“We are improving our readiness not only
in the air, but as a logistical support team,”
Colonel R Scott Jobe, the 35th Fighter Wing
Commander, said in a statement. “We are in a
prime location for contingency purposes and
this exercise will only build upon our readi-
ness in the case a real-world scenario occurs.”
(“US, Japanese troops begin joint military
exercise amid North Korea threat”, Fox News
10/08/2017)

The missile test (which flew over Hokkaido
Island) was conducted just hours after the war
games ended. The message was clear: The
North is not going to be publicly humiliated
and slapped around without responding. Rather
than show weakness, the North demonstrated
that it was prepared to defend itself against
foreign aggression. In other words, the test
was NOT a “bold and provocative act” (as the
media stated) but a modest and well thought out
response by a country that has experienced 64
years of relentless hectoring, sanctions, demon-
isation and sabre rattling by Washington. The
North responded because the Washington’s
incitements required a response. End of story.

And the same is true of the three short-
range ballistic missiles the North tested last
week. (Two of which apparently fizzled out
shortly after launching.) These tests were a
response to the three week-long joint-military
drills in South Korea which involved 75,000
combat troops accompanied by hundreds of
tanks, armoured vehicles, landing craft, heavy
artillery, a full naval flotilla and flyovers by
squadrons of state-of-the-art fighters and strate-
gic bombers. Was the North supposed to sit on
its hands while this menacing display of brute
military force took place right under its nose?

Of course not. Imagine if Russia engaged in
a similar operation over the border in Mexico
while the Russian fleet conducted “live fire”
drills three miles outside of San Francisco Bay.
What do you think Trump’s reaction would be?

He’d blow those boats out of the water faster
than you could say “Jackie Robinson”, right?

Guardian
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Japan, South Korea and the US have been engaged in large scale, joint-military drills on Hokkaido Island and in South Korea.

LT e

Was the DPRK supposed to sit on its hands
while this menacing display of brute military
force took place right under its nose?

So why the double standard when it comes
to North Korea? Sauce for the goose is sauce
for the gander.

North Korea should be applauded for show-
ing that it won’t be intimidated by the school-
yard bully. Kim knows that any confrontation
with the US will end badly for the North, even
so, he hasn’t caved in or allowed himself to be
pushed around by the blustering, browbeating
thugs in the White House. Booyah, Kim.

By the way, Trump’s response to the mis-
sile test was barely covered in the mainstream
media, and for good reason. Here’s what hap-
pened two days later:

On the Wednesday, a US-led flight-group of
F-35B fighters, F-15 fighters and B-1B bomb-
ers conducted military operations over a train-
ing range east of Seoul. The B-1B’s, which are
low-altitude nuclear bombers, dropped their
dummy-bombs on the site and then returned
to their home base. The show of force was
intended to send a message to Pyongyang that
Washington is unhappy with the North’s ballis-
tic missile testing project and is prepared to use
nuclear weapons against the North if it fails to
heed Washington’s diktats.

So, Washington is prepared to nuke the
North if they don’t straighten up and do as they
are told?

It sure looks that way, but who really
knows? In any event, Kim has no choice but
to stand firm. If he shows any sign of weak-
ness, he knows he’s going to end up like
Saddam and Gaddafi. And that, of course, is
what’s driving the hyperbolic rhetoric; the
North wants to avoid the Gaddafi scenario
at all cost. (By the way, the reason Kim has
threatened to fire missiles at the waters sur-
rounding Guam is because Guam is the home
of Anderson Airforce Base which is the point-
of-origin for the B-1B nuclear-capable bomb-
ers that have been making threatening flyovers
on the Korean Peninsula for some time now.
The North feels like it has to respond to that
existential threat.

Wouldn’t it help if the media mentioned
that fact or does it better serve their agenda to
make it look like Kim is barking mad by lash-
ing out against the “totally innocent” United

States, a country that only seeks to preserve the
peace wherever it goes?

Give me a break!

It is so hard to find anything in the media
that doesn’t reflect Washington’s bias and hos-
tility. Surprisingly, there was a pretty decent
article on CBS News last week written by a
former Western intelligence officer with dec-
ades of experience in Asia. It’s the only arti-
cle I’ve found that accurately explains what’s
really going on beyond the propaganda. Check
it out:

“Prior to President Trump’s inauguration,
North Korea made it clear it was prepared to
give the new US administration time to review
the policy and come up with something better
than President Obama’s. The only wrinkle was
that if the US went full-steam ahead with its
annual joint exercises with South Korea (espe-
cially if that were accompanied by more talk
of “decapitation” and more flights of strategic
bombers over the Korean peninsula), the North
would react strongly.

In short, the US did, and the North reacted.

Behind-the-scenes contacts went up and
down, but couldn’t get traction. In April, North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un paraded new mis-
siles as a warning, to no effect. The regime
launched the new systems, one after another.
Still, Washington’s approach didn’t change.”

Okay, so now we know the truth: The North
gave it their best shot and came up snake eyes,
mainly because Washington doesn’t want to
negotiate, they’d rather twist arms (Russia and
China), tighten the embargo and threaten war.
That’s Trump’s solution. Here’s more from the
same piece:

“On July 4, after North Korea’s first suc-
cessful intercontinental ballistic missile
(ICBM) launch, Kim sent a public signal that
the North could put the nuclear and missile
programs ‘on the table’ if the US changed its
approach.”

“The US did not, so the North launched
another ICBM, very deliberately deeming it a
warning to the US that they were to be taken
seriously. Still, more B-1 bombers flew over the
Peninsula, and the UN Security Council passed
new sanctions.” (CBS News)

So, the North was ready to do some serious
horse-trading, but the US balked. Kim prob-
ably heard what a wheeler dealer Trump was
and figured they could work something out. But
it hasn’t happened. Trump has turned out to
be a bigger bust than Obama, which is pretty
bad. He not only refuses to negotiate but he
also delivers bellicose threats almost every day.
This isn’t what the North was expecting. They
were expecting a “non-interventionist” leader
who might be receptive to a trade-off.

The current situation has left Kim with no
good options. He can either cave in and termi-
nate his missile program altogether or increase
the frequency of the tests and hope that they
pave the way for negotiations. Kim chose the
latter.

Did he make a bad choice?

Maybe.

Is it a rational choice?

Yes.

The North is betting that its nuclear weap-
ons programs will be valuable bargaining
chits in future negotiations with the United
States. The North has no plan to nuke the west
coast of the United States. That’s ridiculous!
That doesn’t accomplish anything. What they
want is to procure security guarantees from
Washington, lift the embargo, normalise rela-
tions with the South, extricate the US from the
political affairs of the peninsula, and (hopeful-
ly) end the irritating and endlessly provocative
64-year US occupation.

Yankee go home.

Bottom line: The North is ready to deal.
They want negotiations. They want to end the
war. They want to put this whole nightmare
behind them and get on with their lives. But
Washington won’t let them because Washington
likes the status quo. Washington wants to be
a permanent feature in South Korea so it can
encircle Russia and China with lethal missile
systems and expand its geopolitical grip bring-
ing the world closer to nuclear Armageddon.

That’s what Washington wants, and that’s
why the crisis on the peninsula will continue
to boil.

Counterpunch &
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The

Chris Williamson

It’s been a year since Brazil’s first
female president, Dilma Rousseff
of the Brazilian Workers Party
(PT), was removed from office.

The mechanism used to remove
her was devious, undemocratic and
tantamount to a parliamentary coup
that enabled the right-wing opposi-
tion, which had been defeated at the
ballot box, to install Michel Temer
as president on a new, right-wing
program. This illegitimate presi-
dent has gone on to slash budgets
for healthcare, education and social
schemes, has scrapped environmental
and indigenous protections, and also
rolled back workers’ rights.

When Dilma’s controver-
sial impeachment was passed on
August 31, 2016, on the grounds of
“budget manipulation,” critics point-
ed to the growing evidence that the
key orchestrators of the coup were
themselves involved in fraud and
corruption.

Internationally, the process was
widely labelled a “parliamentary
coup” as it succeeded in removing
the PT from office after 13 years in
government, without the Brazilian
people getting a say.

The scale of this democratic out-
rage is staggering when you consider
that over 50 million people in Brazil
had voted in Dilma as their president.

Despite the fact that Dilma her-
self was cleared of corruption by
a senate report in the run-up to the
impeachment, Brazil’s largest media
conglomerate Globo was happy to
portray her as corrupt, championing
her coup orchestrators as the sav-
iours of the country, while ignoring
the mass resistance to her removal.

Even leaked wiretaps revealing
that ministers were collaborating in
her removal to stop a widening cor-
ruption investigation was not enough
to stop the coup.

Now, with hindsight, those of us
who saw the true motives of the coup
have been proven right. Numerous
ministers of Temer’s administration
have been forced to resign over cor-
ruption scandals.
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Eduardo Cunha, former head
of the lower house and key figure
behind the impeachment, is in jail
and even Temer himself has been
caught on tape endorsing bribes for
the silence of witnesses, including
Cunha himself.

When Temer became the first-
ever sitting Brazilian president to be
formally charged with corruption, he
was able to use his political allies to
avoid investigation.

Consequently this last year has
seen an innocent president removed
and an unelected one protected by the
old elite.

Since its year in power, the right-
wing administration has been able to
enforce a raft of neo-liberal reforms
that would have never been consid-
ered under Dilma or the PT.

The right has implemented an
agenda that will hurt millions, with-
out a single vote from the public
being cast and Temer’s popularity
currently languishes in single figures.

In December 2016, the coup
government implemented a 20-year
freeze on healthcare and education
spending that led to thousands mobi-
lising in the streets against it and
widespread criticism in the interna-
tional community.

The UN special rapporteur on
human rights called it a measure
“lacking in all nuance and human
compassion.”

Environmental measures have
been stripped back and indigenous
protections weakened, while Temer
has even moved to relax the defini-
tion of slavery and stopped the pub-
lication of the “dirty list” that named
and shamed companies which were
practising modern slavery.

Rights enjoyed for decades are
being removed, including through
the new labour law which makes it
harder for workers to join unions,
give employers greater powers to set
wages and reduced health and safety
regulations. ITUC leader Sharron
Burrows even went so far as to label
the labour law changes a “recipe for
corporate greed.” A huge privatisa-
tion agenda was also announced at
the end of August.
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Demonstrators fill streets with red smoke in support of President Dilma Rousseff.

While these dangerous policies
spell bad news for future generations,
the resistance to the coup has been
uplifting. Mass mobilisations have
been held in support of Dilma and
huge strikes and rallies have taken
place against the harsh austerity
measures.

One figure who has been key in
the resistance is former two-term
president Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva,
now the most popular politician in
Brazil.

He oversaw a period of immense
success for the country, lifting mil-
lions from poverty with his ground-
breaking social programs while
simultaneously turning Brazil into an
economic powerhouse that received
worldwide praise at the time.

Millions of Brazilians have
called for direct elections to be held
and Lula has been pegged as the PT
candidate.

His popularity has caught the
attention of the country’s right wing
and there has been a concerted legal
and media campaign to discredit the
former president to stop him standing
in the election.

This orchestrated effort has
been branded “lawfare” by his legal
team, headed by the renowned QC
Geoffrey Robertson, who says Lula’s
human rights have been infringed.

For those of us calling for the
return of democracy to Brazil, Lula’s
battle is as important as Dilma’s was
last year.

With his social programs under
threat for the first time in a decade,
which will detrimentally affect the
lives of millions of Brazilians if they
are removed, Brazil’s struggle must
be fought internationally as well as
at home.
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_@ Region Briefs

South Korea: Beginning on September 4, journalists from South
Korea’s public broadcasters KBS and MBC participated in a gen-
eral strike over management interference. The KBS branch of the
National Union of Mediaworkers, with more than 1,700 members,
took action on September 4, while the KBS Labor Union, with
more than 2,000 members, struck on September 7. The workers at
both media outlets are demanding the resignation of management
and directors whom they accuse of undermining the fairness and
credibility of public broadcasting through their actions. The last
time MBC went on strike for 170 days.

Philippines: Over the last year, Filipino working class communi-
ties have had to endure death squads with an estimated 10,000
people murdered so far, with bodies being dumped at sea and chil-
dren also being targeted. While there is growing opposition, most
poor urban communities are totally defenceless against these
death squads. On August 26 in a public show of opposition in
Manila against the “War on Drugs” and President Duterte, more
than 1,000 people demonstrated against the continued killings.
The spark for this demonstration was the latest murder of a child
by police, the 17-year-old Kian de los Santos. Kian was one of 54
minors, aged 1 to 17 shot dead during police operations.

India: Recently in New Delhi tens of thousands of rural health
workers, after striking for 60 days, won a promise from the Indian
government of a 90 percent increase in their salaries. While this
victory was celebrated, the Anganwadi Workers and Helpers Union
(AWHU) stated that it will not end the strike. The AWHU wants
proof that the promise of a wage increase is set in stone, as well
as confirmation that wages owed will be paid in full. Anganwadi
workers and helpers are mainly women employed as sexual
health, nutrition and childhood development workers. India has
one of the highest child malnutrition rates in the world and poorest
learning outcomes.

Myanmar: On September 5 at least 200 protesters from DJY
Knitting Myanmar Co Ltd sock factory, stepped up their strike
action by building barricades around the factory. Protesting since
August 7, the workers had been demanding the re-hiring of their
worker leader Ko Soe Thura Ko, and the creation of an independ-
ent labour union. All strikers were earlier sacked because they
failed to return to work by the deadline set by management. Of
about 400 workers in the factory, over 200 are currently on strike.

Andrew E Rayment
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Would you like
wages with that?

Staff are furious after their sudden loss of
employment as Jiffy Food Vans shuts down
amid allegations of wage theft and superan-
nuation theft.

Jiffy Food Vans have been a staple of
the Perth food economy since 1972. After

a series of investigations started in 2008 by
the Australian Securities and Investments
Commission, the Australian Tax Office,
the WA Supreme Court, and the Fair Work
Ombudsman, doubts had been growing about
the viability of the company. It seems those
concerns were warranted.

In 2008, the company was investigated for
nearly $400,000 in unpaid superannuation by
the ATO. In 2010, they were back in the WA
Supreme Court for another superannuation fail-
ure of nearly $600,000.

And now the ASIC and FWO is provid-
ing assistance to former employees in response
to allegations of unpaid entitlements such as
wages.

“He gets away with stealing millions from
employees, ripping off backpackers, forcing us
to pay for losses, and being an abusive boss,”
one anonymous ex-worker stated, “and at the
end of it, he drives away in his Aston Martin
while the rest of us end up on the dole. If I stole
over $1 million I’d be in jail!”

Tensions are high as mixed messages come
from the management of Jiffy Foods as John

Barnett claims that the company is still func-
tional, and that the loss of staff and sale of capi-
tal equipment is merely “temporary.”

These allegation show again the toothless
nature of the political bureaucracy in dealing
with dodgy capitalists.

Aaron Beardsell
WA

Tobacco number one

Figures show Australia’s seven leading
causes of death are all linked with smok-
ing. A survey from the Australian Bureau
of Statistics shows that the leading causes
of death in the decade 1998-2007 were
ischemic heart disease, strokes, trachea/
lung cancer, dementia/Alzheimer’s, chronic
lower respiratory diseases, colorectal
cancer and diabetes.

Tobacco remains our number one prevent-
able cause of death — and daylight is second.

In fact tobacco been long recognised as a
major factor in Australia’s enduring top three

Guardian

causes of death — heart disease, stroke and lung
cancer. And research in recent years has also
linked both active and passive smoking with
one of the conditions that’s just jumped from
seventh to fourth place: dementia.

Tobacco kills more than 15,000 people a
year in Australia — and leaves many more disa-
bled or chronically ill. Many of these people
would have been in the prime of their produc-
tive life, leaving young families and businesses
decimated.

All evidence points to the effectiveness,
including cost-effectiveness, of increasing
taxes on tobacco and increasing investment in
other measures to reduce smoking rates.

Tax increases help people on low incomes
— because the benefit of reduced smoking out-
weighs any increase in price they might pay.

With Australia’s decline in smoking
prevalence threatening to stagnate, we urge
the Australian government to take immedi-
ate steps to stem tobacco uptake and increase
quitting.

Mati English
Sydney
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by
Rob Gow
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The US - an inferfering bully on

global scale.

The real “rogue state” Part 2

See Part 1, Guardian #1791
Continuing our saga as to which
country is the real “rogue state”.
In this instalment, which is by no
means exhaustive, we will deal
mainly with the 1960s.

North Korea, which is routine-
ly given the “rogue state” designa-
tion by the capitalist media, has
never tried to assassinate the leader
of another country. The USA, on
the other hand, between 1959 and
2000 made over 600 (six hundred!)
attempts to assassinate Cuba’s leader,
Fidel Castro, using everything from
exploding cigars to poison pills
hidden in a cold-cream jar.

Documents released under the
Clinton administration confirmed
that on one occasion, aware that
Castro was a keen scuba-diver, the
CIA invested in a large volume of
Caribbean molluscs with the inten-
tion of finding a shell big enough to
contain a lethal quantity of explo-
sives. The idea was that the molluscs
would be painted in vivid colours
to attract Castro’s attention while
diving.

In 1959, the US took part in the
so-called “Bangkok Plot”, a con-
spiracy to topple Prince Norodom
Sihanouk of Cambodia who was
considered in Washington to be too
friendly towards China with which he
had established relations. Sihanouk’s
intelligence services discovered

details of the plot and the conspiracy
was crushed.

In 1960, the national liberation
movement in the Belgian Congo
led by Patrice Lumumba succeed-
ed in gaining independence for the
country. Belgian imperialism con-
spired with their US counterparts
to destabilise the new regime which
was once again deemed too left-
wing. Belgium sent troops to “pro-
tect” Europeans and two areas of the
country, Katanga and South Kasali,
seceded with Belgian support. Prime
Minister Lumumba called for assist-
ance from the Soviet Union, the US
(and Belgium) engineered a coup
by army leader General Mobutu,
Lumumba was murdered and around
100,000 people are believed to have
also been killed during the crisis.

In 1961, still convinced that all
that was necessary to overthrow
“Communist tyranny” was for some
stout fellows to proclaim “we are here
to liberate you” and the oppressed
people would rush into the streets to
start a revolt, the CIA arranged for a
contingent of anti-Communist Cuban
exiles to land in Cuba’s Bay of Pigs.
The invasion was serious but was
promptly suppressed by the Cuban
army with the full support of the
Cuban people, to the confusion of the
CIA’s strategists. After this fiasco, an
angry President Kennedy established
a new intelligence agency to provide

an alternative source of intelligence
to that provided by the CIA.

However, as early as March
1960, the US had initiated another
covert operation against Cuba called
Operation Mongoose. It was put into
effect immediately after the failure of
the Bay of Pigs invasion.

In the words of Harvard histo-
rian Jorge Dominguez: “Operation
Mongoose was a secret program
against Cuba aimed at removing
the Communists from power, which
was a prime focus of the Kennedy
administration.” A document from
the US State Department disin-
genuously confirms that the project
aimed to “help Cuba overthrow the
Communist regime”, including its
leader Fidel Castro, and it aimed “for
arevolt which can take place in Cuba
by October 1962”. They had obvious-
ly learnt nothing from the Bay of Pigs
fiasco. US policymakers also wanted
to see “a new government with which
the United States can live in peace”,
as though the Cuban government was
the one carrying out military assaults
and acts of terrorism.

The democratic election of his-
torian and writer Juan Bosch, as
President of the Dominican Republic
in February 1963, alarmed the USA
as well as pro-US business magnates
in the Dominican Republic. While
Bosch had been exiled from the
Dominican Republic, he had aroused

the fears of the US administration by
spending time in countries like Cuba
and Venezuela, developing his ideas.

US fears were quickly real-
ized as Bosch undertook progres-
sive steps the Dominican population
had never known before (or since),
initiating plans to reduce poverty,
declaring labour rights, strengthen-
ing unions, rights for farmers, and so
on. Predictably, Bosch was declared
“a Communist” and less than seven
months after his election, a group of
army commanders, with crucial US
support, expelled Bosch from the
country.

Another country to come under
the watchful eye of an interfering US
government was Brazil. Considering
its vast size and abundant natural
resources, Brazil should long have
been one of Latin America’s richest
countries. Instead, its people have
been repressed and brutalised by suc-
cessive military dictatorships as the
USA - the great superpower of the
region — sought to maintain absolute
control over the hemisphere.

In September 1961, left-wing
nationalist Joao Goulart became
the nation’s democratically elected
president, and began implementing
progressive structural reforms in
the country, spreading panic in the
Kennedy administration. Kennedy
began preparing the groundwork to
oust Goulart, a process continued

after Kennedy’s assassination. His
successor as US president, Lyndon
Johnson, was hell-bent on ensuring
Brazil did not become “the China of
the 1960s”. In 1964, less than five
months into Johnson’s presidency
a coup toppled Goulart with crucial
CIA funding and arms. Brazil was
placed under a neo-Nazi dictatorship
that tortured its people for over 20
years.

On February 24, 1966, the gov-
ernment of Kwame Nkrumah of
Ghana was overthrown through a
military and police coup d’état. The
files of the US Central Intelligence
Agency declassified in 1999 showed
that the USA had been trying to bring
about the overthrow of President
Nkrumah since 1964. President
Nkrumah was seen as an ally of the
Soviet Union and the Socialist coun-
tries of Eastern Europe. The CIA-
backed coup was the culmination of
this effort.

The ’sixties ended as they had
begun, with the US interfering in
other countries’ internal affairs,
overthrowing elected governments
to please US business interests and
installing and supporting hideously
brutal dictatorships wherever popular
movements threatened US hegemo-
ny. Behaving, in short, as a rogue
state.

Part 3, the real rogue state
rampages across ﬁ‘ne 1970s. &
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Book Review by Robert Edwards

BALK!?

Not long ago I read yet another article wondering why
Americans don’t read poetry. The author raised all sorts
of interesting points but the question never asked was: do
most people recognise their lives in the poems they hear
or read?

We live in an era when poetry isn’t supposed to raise its
voice. A lot of poetry these days is maddeningly polite, even the
political poetry — or at least the poets writing it say it is political
poetry. Too often it lacks a discernible point of view and it’s hard
to recognise exactly what it is. If there is political content, it trav-
els incognito under a faked passport and wears a false beard. Not
so the poems of BALK! by Virginian poet and long-time editor
of Blue Collar Review magazine, Al Markowitz.

The world is on fire!

The soil is poisoned!

The seas are dying!

A tidal wave of brutality is building

to sweep us away! Our

flags are turned to nooses and our hands
wreak of complicity.

from If A Tree Falls In The Forest...

People in the US struggle with poverty, with age and ill-
ness and lousy health care, with police repression, with trying
to make ends meet working crappy jobs — sometimes two or
three of them — while decent paying working class jobs have
gone the way of the buffalo. In the meantime, towns and cities
are left gutted and to rot, unemployment soars and despair is
written large on a polluted landscape of drinking water made
lethal with lead or so combustible from fracking it ignites with
the flick of a lighter.

Many poets would shy away from confronting the mess the
right wing has made of America but not Al Markowitz. He lived
these poems. These are poems written, not just about the work-
ing class, but from the working class. These are poems about
interviewing for a new job, about work-related injury, about
trying to make it on the margins, about long hours and poor
health and the uncertainties of being unemployed.

The Fold assembly line a painful memory

of better times and now

the IP paper mill in Franklin closing

slamming like a door on

so many lives

“Layoffs” the dreaded headline materialising like a
hellish apparition as industrial areas turn to ghost towns
shopping centres empty

dark windows

like missing teeth and

jobs harder to find than

Saddam’s fabled weapons

Change even scarcer and

Hope deflating like a bad tyre

from Dissolution
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BALK! is a fierce book written from the front lines of the
class war. It is angry and hopeful and defiant by turns. The ghosts
of the Wobblies walk through these poems. Every worker who
ever had to eat shit just to keep a job they desperately needed,
or finally had enough and told a boss to go fuck themselves and
walked out the door can relate to these poems.

What will it take to get our
attention?

States bankrupted and begging
like the out of work and discarded,
the old and ill tossed

to the angry streets

the moneyed smug feeding

like flies crazed on carrion

from Tell Me

These poems tell stories, incidents, and to some extent are
anecdotal, so in one sense they are a kind of “personal poem”—
the bane of some post-1990 literary critics who see any insertion
of the personal into a poem as a betrayal of Marxist principles.

When does it get personal,
the mass destructiveness
of poverty,
of fear?
from 7ell Me

The poems of BALK! are a broken diary of a worker’s

journey through suffering to solidarity. BALK! could be looked
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on as a kind of long poem — built up out of many separate
narratives — about a worker’s life, fears, hopes and some-
times despair. In its own way, this is a working class Odyssey.
Essentially, Markowitz has mythologised himself and so
becomes transformed into Every Worker, and he has done it
in such a way that he simultaneously becomes more human,
more vulnerable.

The chill nervousness

of the scrutinised,

the sick tightness in the knotted gut
when the manager says,

step into my office.

from PLS.S.

BALK! is an act of testifying to one’s own personal history of
exploitation and a way of saying No! to the grinding machinery
of Empire. Al Markowitz is a man who knows about the soul-
draining beat-down of long hours and poor pay and despite a
hard history of personal struggle he still lifts his head up and
dares to hope for a better world. I believe that if Al Markowitz
lived in any number of countries besides the US he would be
considered a working-class hero.

I was truly glad for the opportunity to read this collection.
BALK! is a book that should be not only widely shared, but used
as a blueprint for the possibilities it offers poetry, political and
otherwise.

Here is the poem, One More Time, in its entirety.

In the land of

broken machines

he struggles to produce
the collective voices

of the broken and

the stressed

one more time

beneath the crushing weight
of the juggernaut

A song too few will hear
A defiant cry that yet
may grow
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Human rights advocate

Guardian

or anti-democratic agent?

Graham Harrington

Liu Xiaobo, a winner of the Nobel Prize
for Peace for his opposition to the Chinese
state, died on July 17, 2017.

Since his death, Western media have been
publishing the usual laudatory obituaries given
to those “human rights activists” who, coinci-
dentally, have views aligning with imperialist
foreign policy.

The Irish Times wrote on July 19: “With
Liu’s death, a light goes out. But in the hearts
of human rights defenders and those standing
against oppression across the world, his spirit
will live on.” This is the typical waffle writ-
ten about those who stand against anti-Western
states.

Of course there is nothing concrete or polit-
ical in such a statement. One would think that
in an obituary for a political activist something
related to their political positions would be at
least mentioned. Perhaps this is intentional.

In his article “Lessons from the Cold War”
in the UK Guardian, December 15, 2010, Liu
wrote that “the free world led by the US fought
almost all regimes that trampled on human
rights ... The major wars that the US became
involved in are all ethically defensible.”

Evidently, for this human rights advocate,
the destruction by the United States of Korea
and Vietnam were defensible. The bombs
dropped on those countries, and the use of
chemical weapons, of massacres, extra-judi-
cial murder and support for dictators such as
Pinochet didn’t violate human rights. Neither,
according to Liu, did the invasion of Grenada,
or the murder of almost a million members
of the Communist Party and other leftists in
Indonesia in 1965.

Liu also extended his support for the US-led
invasions of Iraq and Afghanistan. And he
placed blame on the Palestinian people, excus-
ing Israel from its occupation of Palestinian
land and its murder of Palestinian children in
its neo-apartheid state.

Liu called for the Westernisation of China,
and the privatisation of all enterprises and land.
The human rights of the people of China — the
right to housing, employment, collective bar-
gaining, social security — must come second
to the right to private property and profit. Of
course this is the precise reason he is lauded in
the West, and why he received payment from
the National Endowment for Democracy, an
agency of the US government. In this he is fol-
lowing in a long line of anti-communist activ-
ists who have held far-right and anti-democratic
views.

One similar example, Alexander
Solzhenitsyn, was lauded in the West for his
opposition to the Soviet state — another “human
rights activist” who supported the fascist dicta-
tor Franco in Spain, supported American wars
abroad, disliked Jewish people, and defended

Women and children crouch in a muddy canal as they take cover from intense fire during the Vietnam war.

Evidently, for this human rights advocate,
the destruction by the United States of
Korea and Vietnam were defensible.

European colonialism in Africa and elsewhere.
He was also awarded a Nobel Prize.

Most people in Ireland and elsewhere
would never have heard of Liu Xiaobo until his
death. Most obituaries in the English-speaking
world were completely uncritical. Compare the
reception given to Liu and that of Fidel Castro
when he died. Castro led a country through a
revolution that overthrew a dictator, achieving
the world’s best health system, educating doc-
tors from other Third World countries free of
charge. Cuba could not do this without the mass
participation of its people, organised in the
Committees for the Defence of the Revolution
and the local democratic assemblies.
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Cuba has never invaded another country;
no-one in Cuba starves, or is left waiting on a
hospital waiting list, or is left without a home.
This is true democracy — and all this in spite
of the US blockade and decades of terrorists
acting with impunity.

Fidel Castro did not receive the same
treatment by journalists and “human
rights organisations,” such as Amnesty
International. But there is a pattern to this.
Similar non-critical treatment is given to the
“White Helmets” in Syria — again recipients
of the Nobel Prize for Peace — despite their
links to terrorist groups such as Al-Nusra; or
the Venezuelan opposition, who have burned
pro-government people alive; or the Maidan
protesters in Ukraine, whose ranks were
filled with open Neo-Nazis; or the Contras
in Nicaragua. The list goes on.

China is being vilified not because of any
supposed democratic deficiencies but because
of'its role as a counter to US hegemony. China
has the world’s second-largest economy and the
largest in the BRICS countries (Brazil, Russia,
India, China, South Africa) which represent a
challenge for a declining US empire. China is

investing heavily in Africa, a major region for
US imperialist interests, as well as France and
Britain. One of the main US drone bases is in
Djibouti in east Africa.

China is providing billions in credit for
building up infrastructure and industry, as well
as providing capital and loans at low interest.
It is also worth noting that China’s banking
system is all state-owned.

These are the reasons for US imperialism
setting its sights on China. The féting of dis-
sidents such as Liu Xiaobo is a tactic of “soft”
imperialism, as compared with the “hard”
imperialist tactics such as the deploying of US
naval power in the South China Sea under the
so-called “Pivot to Asia,” as well as the milita-
risation of Japan.

To accomplish these goals, US imperial-
ism — like all other imperialist powers — will
seek to use the propaganda effort as much as
possible. Up will become down, black become
white; and people like Liu Xiaobo — right-wing
agitators — will become peaceful, democratic
activists.
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phone: 02 9699 8844 1. 02 2699 9833 cuil: info@cpa.org.au

Newcastle cniil: newcastle@cpa.org.au

Perth Vinnie Molina postd: PO Box 98, North Perth, WA 6906

phone: 0419 812 872 emill: perth@cpa.org.au

Western NSW Allan Hamilton
posicl: 121 McKay St, Cootamundra, NSW 2590

enall: western.nsw@cpa.org.au

Sydney Wayne Sonter ¢mal: sydney@cpa.org.au

postil: 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010 phone: 02 9699 8844
Tasmania Bob Briton phone: 0418 894 366 enil: tas@cpa.org.au



