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Public transport sell-off
NSW transport chaos a national warning

Peter Mac

The NSW coalition government has con-
firmed that it intends to flog off the opera-
tion of the state’s entire public transport
networks to private corporations. Last
week transport minister Andrew Constance
declared proudly: “They will all be private.
In 10 to 15 years time government will not
be in the provision of transport services.”

The government also wants to introduce
driverless trains, and Constance has gleefully
predicted that after public transport is auto-
mated no employees will operate trains or
buses.

The NSW government’s plan for corpora-
tions to take over the public transport system
would be a catastrophe for Sydney passengers,
and would set a precedent for the same thing
happening across the nation under coalition
state governments.

Bob Nanva, national secretary of the Rail,
Bus and Tram Union commented “... there is
little chance of a sensible policy discussion
around transport services when the primary
focus of the responsible minister is finding new
ways to sack people.”

As a result of the government’s privatisa-
tion agenda, chaos is now beginning to engulf
Sydney’s transport, most visibly in the rail
system.

The government should be boosting the
heavy rail network by constructing new cross-
radial suburban lines. But instead, it’s con-
structing new private light rail (tram) networks
and beginning to replace Sydney’s world class
double-decker trains with less efficient single-
decker privately-operated driverless “stand up
all the way” Metro trains.

As afirst step it’s constructing a new Metro
line from the north-west suburbs, and convert-
ing the existing Epping to Chatswood and the
Bankstown to Central lines for the use of sin-
gle-decker Metros.

The privatisation agenda is influenced
by the government’s support for big property
developers, and its preference for roads rather
than trains.

Last month the government introduced a
$4.56 each-way toll on cars using a 7.5 kilome-
tre section of the highly destructive $16.8 bil-
lion WestConnex Sydney to Parramatta tollway.
Motorists then jammed toll-free Parramatta
Road or caught the train.

But Sydney’s trains are struggling because
of the government’s obsession with maxi-
mum inner-city development. That includes
Homebush Bay around the Olympic sports
inner city complex, and the former industrial
area around Green Square station, which will
soon have Australia’s highest suburban density.

Over 12 months, the number of trips
taken on the main line though the city from

the northern and western suburbs has risen by
10 percent, and on the Olympic Park line by a
whopping 19.6 percent.

The government has scheduled the work-
ing class Bankstown line suburbs for high rise
development, but this would increase passen-
ger numbers and the proposed Metro single-
decker trains can carry fewer passengers than
the double- deckers.

If conversion of the Bankstown and Epping
lines proceeds, the thousands of passengers who
currently use them would have to catch buses
to reach the city while the line is reconstructed.
Sydney’s inner-city roads are notorious for traf-
fic jams, and the chaos that would eventuate
from closing the line is unimaginable.

The government has also announced
recently that it intends to convert the existing
Carlingford rail line to a private light rail line
capable of carrying far fewer passengers, who
would no longer be able to travel directly to
the city.

Missing the bus

The government is also privatising govern-
ment-operated inner-west bus services. It says
it received 12,000 complaints about the buses
last year, but that’s only 321 complaints per
1,000 trips, less than the rate of complaints for
privately-operated south-west city buses.

Complaints are also likely to soar. Unions
NSW says private bus operators will cut costs
by cutting wages and reducing services. The
government argues that buses will stick to

timetables better. However, as Unions NSW
points out, “... no buses — public or private —
can get past the traffic in the inner city. The
running times for inner west services are unre-
alistic and are set by the state government, not
by Sydney buses.”

In Newcastle, where bus services are priva-
tised, drivers were given job guarantees for 18
months, not five years as previously promised.

The government also wants to abandon the
provision of car parks at suburban stations, and
to introduce door-to-door Uber-type services
where rail passengers would ring for a vehicle
to drop them off at the station.

The government says the cost would range
from $2.60 to $5.60, but in reality it would be
determined by the maximum profit the com-
pany could squeeze out of the market. A trip
to the station would probably cost as much as
the train fare.

Grim prospects
for passengers

The enormous, destructive and vastly
expensive changes in NSW public transport
will benefit major road and rail transport corpo-
rations, not passengers. The corporate objective
is to maximise profits, rather than providing an
excellent service for minimum cost.

As far as price is concerned, the implica-
tions are very grim indeed. It costs about five
times as much to exit at the privately-operated
international airport railway station as it does

to exit at another mainline station the same
number of stops from Sydney Central as the
International Terminal station.

One Fairfax correspondent wrote bitterly:
“The surge in rail passengers might provide a
partial solution to the predicted redundancies
caused by the arrival of driverless trains. Laid-
off rail workers could be employed, Tokyo-
style, to apply boots to the backs of passengers
attempting to squeeze into sardine-packed city
rail trains.”

Privatisation initiatives have certainly
brought chaos for some commuters, and it’s
going to get much worse. But the chaos doesn’t
reflect a chaotic government mentality.

With its available funds, the government
wants to complete as much of its privatisation
agenda as it can, as fast as possible, so it’s a
“fait accompli”, virtually impossible to reverse
by subsequent governments. That lies behind
its choice of Metro trains, which are cheaper
to purchase than double-deckers even though
they’re less efficient, and its construction of
the new North-west line tunnels so they can’t
accommodate double deckers.

In Victoria, privatisation of public trans-
port has been disastrous, with $350 million
going to foreign operators over seven years,
and half the state’s interest bill owed to pri-
vate companies. In NSW privatisation can and
must be stopped. The Bankstown line adap-
tation hasn’t commenced and that’s where
protest action must be directed to block the
privatisation agenda. &
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Contempt for life itself

The Turnbull government this past Monday has thrown onto
the street more than 100 asylum seekers who were brought to
Australia from offshore detention for medical treatment. The
government has cut their income support of about $200 per
fortnight and given them a three-week deadline to move out of
their publicly-funded accommodation. It is a vicious-minded
ploy in which the government has brought home to Australian
soil its contempt for human rights and life itself.

Since colonisation, the Australian nation state was made up of
mainly Anglo/Celtic stock and for many years this was enforced
through the White Australia Policy. Its imperial aim was to
make Australia a bastion of the British Empire in Asia. After
WW?2, and the collapse of colonialism and successful national
liberation struggles in many countries, the racist White Australia
Policy had to eventually be abandoned as official policy although
elements of it continued in practice.

The underlying aim of the immigration policies of both the
Labor and Liberal Parties continued to be guided towards pre-
serving and building up the conservative forces in Australia.

Immediately after WW2, thousands came from the Baltic
states and from Germany. Many of these were collaborators
with the Nazis but that did not deter Australia’s governments.
(Not a single migrant to Australia has ever been successfully
prosecuted for war crimes arising from WW2.)

This is not to say that there were not genuine refugees among
those given residence in Australia. Many came from conflicts
in Greece, Lebanon, Iraq, Chile and elsewhere but this did not
alter the main objectives of the immigration policy.

Following the Vietnam war there came a “wave of boat-peo-
ple” who were the remnants of the forces who fought with the
South Vietnam military dictatorship and with the US invaders.

The people who are now arriving from are in the main fleeing
conflicts in Iraq, Afghanistan and other parts of the world where
Australia, in service to US imperialism, has forces fighting in
wars of occupation.

The aims of Australia’s present migration policy are clearly
indicated by the government’s decision to give preference to those
with money and by the barriers being put in the way of family
reunions, and in its violation of human rights laws in offshore
detention centres on Manus Island and Nauru.

The aims and objectives of the migration policies of succes-
sive governments have not fundamentally changed from those
of the 19th century. It is all about giving preference to those
who are most likely to have conservative politics and those with
money. Elements of racism still prevail. The objective remains of
returning Australia to a predominantly white, Anglo/Celtic state,
maintaining its servility to its US master. What has changed are
the specific circumstances and the application of the policies.

Immigration has been and will continue to be a widely
accepted part of Australia’s development. In the interests of
progressive and democratic development, immigration must
be free from racial and cultural bias. Australia has become a
multi-cultural and multilingual society and this is also in the
sights of the government.

The Human Rights Law Centre represents many refugees
and asylum seekers involved in legal actions for their rights:
“We’re talking about women who were sexually assaulted on
Nauru,” the centre’s lawyer Daniel Webb said. “Men who were
violently attacked on Manus. Children who were so traumatised
by offshore detention that they needed urgent psychiatric care
in Australia. The minister evacuated these people because he
knew full well they’d suffered serious harm.

“Some have filed cases on the basis that they would face
further abuse, danger and harm if returned. The minister has
never disputed those claims in court... instead he is trying to
starve them out. He is cynically exploiting their vulnerability and
trying to force them back to danger by making them destitute.”

PRESS FUND

Glen Campbell who died recently was one of the few post-

war singers who sang about work and about working class
people. In The Wichita Lineman he sang: “I am a lineman for
the county, and I drive the main line, searching in the sun for
another overload. ...” The Guardian always carries articles about
struggles for better pay and conditions in the workplace. But as
Soviet author Maxim Gorky pointed out, in the workplace people
can gain a sense of involvement in life, and often enjoy deep
comradeship with their workmates. If you’ve got a story about
your workplace, send it in, we’d love to hear about it. But while
you’re at it, send in a contribution for the Press Fund, because we
really need your support! Many thanks to this week’s contributors,
as follows:

Max Hunt $50, MM $10, “Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $15,
CV $20, H North $20

This week’s total $120
Progressive total: $4,730
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Speech by Bob Briton at the celebration of
the life of comrade Marie Lean

Comrades and friends,

People who know me know that [
don’t usually wear a suit. Just lately,
I’m usually putting it on to take part
in an event such as this one. I've
done it for much loved, great com-
rades like Alan Miller, Frank Gosden
who lived to a ripe old age, Les and
Connie Purkis and for Max Cordwell,
who was lost to our ranks much too
soon. | regret to say, it is a well-worn
suit. Today I have put it on for com-
rade Marie Lean.

Many of those people joined our
Party during its hay day and suf-
fered through the big splits in our
movement. Some of you here lived
through those tumultuous times and
maybe still you feel the same about
the issues but we all share our dream
of a new society without exploitation
based on grass roots democracy. And
we would all respect the sheer intel-
lectual and physical endurance of
people like Marie to keep this hope
alive while living in a society based
on theft, alienation and division.

I first met Marie when I first
came to Adelaide to live in 1990. She
was at everything. She was in many
committees to do with the struggle
for an end to war, for women’s rights
and the many other burning needs of
the people of the world. She never
tired of promoting our Party press.
She became State Secretary of the
Party at a difficult time caused by the
bringing down of the Soviet Union
when some drifted away from our
movement, disappointed and feeling
defeated. Marie was never defeated.

I have to mention here that Marie
was involved to the extent she was
because of the support she had from
Len. And on behalf of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party,
would like to pass on our most heart-
felt sympathy to him and the family.
We know that you have suffered a lot
during the past few years of Marie’s
illness. I hope you can take comfort
from the fact that you were always
in our thoughts and carried our best
wishes.

Comrade Marie was a quiet
achiever and leader; not at all of the

table slapping, big-talking variety. If
I could make one criticism, she never
had the appropriate amount of confi-
dence in her well-founded opinions.
That is my only and my last criticism
of the flip side of her very admirable
qualities. It is one of the features of
our movement that a necessary spirit
of criticism and self-criticism fol-
lows even to the grave. It is done in
the spirit of comradeship and, in this
instance, of love.

Comrade Marie taught us a lot
through her stories that she would
repeat many times. It may have been
a sign of the affliction she would
ultimately be struck down by. The
story that impacted me most was
about when she received her first
pay packet as a teenager. She proud-
ly presented it to her father, a staunch
Party member, and said “This is what
I earned last week”. Her father said,
“No, you earned much more than
that. This is simply what they have
paid you.” Marie and her generation

were steeped in the Marxist-Leninist
understanding of the world in a way
we haven’t been. The loss of her gen-
eration is a challenge to us. But we
will do it.

As I said, I met Marie at a very
trying time for our Party. She left us
at a far more promising time. The
clubs we are involved in are thriv-
ing. We have a new Branch based on
the University of Adelaide. We have
members of that Branch with ages
ranging from 16 to 90 years old. It
would warm Marie’s heart to see it.
The students are covering the campus
with our recruiting posters and are
starting to have an impact on the stu-
dent politics of the university. We are
recruiting active and even leading
trade unionists. It lifts our spirits to
see this development and we owe the
opportunity to do this to comrades
like Marie Lean and even especial-
ly to comrade Marie. We will miss
you but we will continue to build our
Party in your honour. &
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Keep the tricolour if you want as the symbol of our nationality. But
remember that the red flag represents the final revolution ... The red
flag is the federal standard of humanity.

Pierre-Joseph Proudhon, 1848

)

Support The Guardian
by donating to Press Fund
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Want a pay cut with that?

Anna Pha

Wage growth has declined mark-
edly in recent years to the lowest
level since the early 1990s reces-
sion or even before that. Poverty
and homelessness are on the rise
along with record levels of house-
hold debt.

In fact, the wages of many work-
ers, in particular those on lower
incomes, have declined. The decline
is not just in real terms taking infla-
tion into consideration, but also in
nominal dollar terms.

The recent cut to weekend and
public holiday penalty rates of work-
ers in retail, hospitality and fast food
sectors targeted workers on low
incomes, many of them the “work-
ing poor”, such as sole parents, stu-
dents and casuals.

Students living
in poverty

The pre-tax earnings of a full-
time student, for example, attempting
to survive on 16 hours work at week-
ends — eight hours on Saturday and
eight on Sunday — as a shop assistant
are set to fall from $505.44 a week
to $427.68 a week. Over a year, that
is a wage decrease of $4,043.52, or
15.38 percent.

The process of phasing in the
penalty rate wage reduction com-
menced on July 1. Some are attempt-
ing to make up the lost income by
working longer hours.

Student visas prohibit interna-
tional students from working more
than 20 hours per week. This is being
exploited to the hilt by slave-driving,
unscrupulous employers who cook
the books and make unpaid addition-
al hours a condition of employment.

The Youth Allowance paid to
students living away from home
is $437.50 per fortnight, or $219 a
week. If the student has children then
the payment increases $573.30 per
fortnight or $286.65 per week.

The Abstudy allowance for an
independent student living away
from home is $437.50 a fortnight
for Indigenous students aged 16 to
21 and $535.60 for students over 21.

There are some additional allow-
ances available through CentreLink
for books, etc. Report after report
notes students turning to charities for
food and other necessities.

On an annual basis students are

expected to study and survive on
between $11,375 and $13,925.60
per annum. Even when additional
allowances are thrown in, it is still
a poverty level income. The nation-
al minimum wage is $694.90 for a
38-hour week.

On top of that students are accu-
mulating large debts for TAFE or uni-
versity fees. The Youth and Abstudy
allowances are less than one third
of the minimum wage. They should
be increased to the same level as the
minimum wage and the government
should be looking at the building of
cheap, student accommodation near
tertiary institutions. At the same time
fees should be abolished.

Working poor

The minimum wage has not been
increased in real terms since 1994. It
has failed to keep up with the rising
cost of living, in particular the cost
of housing — rental or purchase in the
capital cities and elsewhere.

Permanent or ongoing work is
being replaced by casual hire. This
makes it harder for workers to main-
tain a steady income and more des-
perate to accept work on lower
wages and poor conditions. Under-
employment, in particular, is driving
down household incomes.

Unemployment is far higher
than official statistics suggest. Just
one hour of paid employment during
the past fortnight is recorded as being
employed.

Rents in the major cities have
surged along with house prices.
State governments have been selling
off public housing bit by bit to devel-
opers, with promises that new and
better social housing will be included
in the new developments.

These promises are rarely if ever
kept. More people are thrown onto
the streets. Housing waiting lists
grow longer.

Housing stress is a major cause
of poverty. There is a great deal that
governments could do to provide
affordable housing and low-cost
loans and other housing services.

The recent tent city in Sydney
saw homeless people come togeth-
er as a community and stand up to
the government. Ironically, or per-
haps intentionally, they occupied
the space in Martin Place with the
Reserve Bank on one side and a
large 16-story development site on
the other side.
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The recent fent city in Sydney saw homeless people come together as a community and stand up to the government.

(Photo: Anna Pha)

Housing stress is a major cause of
poverty. There is a great deal that
governments could do to provide
affordable housing and low-cost
loans and other housing services.

It attracted a great deal of sup-
port from the wider community and
gave its residents a sense of purpose
and pride as well as providing a safe
and welcoming environment. It also
exposed the government’s support
for developers and inaction over the
long waiting list for public housing.

Profits rocket

Low wages combined with
higher productivity is a recipe for
higher profits. And higher profits it
is. Business profits have surged by
a whopping 36 percent over the 12
months to March 2017! (ABS 5676.0
March 2017)

This increase in the share of
wealth produced by workers going
to corporate profits has accompanied

From the archives

The Guardian, November 1994

People's Tribune

the decline in wages. This confirms
what Karl Marx said about the rela-
tionship between wages and profits
under capitalism:

“They stand in inverse pro-
portion to each other. The share of
(profit) increases in the same pro-
portion in which the share of labour
(wages) falls, and vice versa. Profit
rises in the same degree in which
wages fall; it falls in the same degree
in which wages rise.” (Wage, Labour
and Capital)

Time bomb

Low incomes and the high cost of
housing have pushed up the amount
of debt Australians are carrying rela-
tive to their income.

The average household

)

debt-income ratio in Australia is
190 percent. That average includes
people who own their homes out-
right, who rent as well as those bat-
tling a mortgage.

It is one of the highest ratios in
the world. At present interest rates
are at a record low and loans until
very recently have been relatively
easy to obtain.

It is a time bomb waiting to
explode if interest rates are increased.
The government should step in to
ensure people are protected from
interest hikes and foreclosures.

Tax cuts are one means of
increasing the share going to prof-
its. Most of the taxation revenue has
come from workers’ wages. &

L\ Changing the rules,
Cchanging the system!
| 6-8pm
Wednesday September 6

43 Below Bar and Restaurant
(43 Barrack St Perth (BD opposite Town Hall).

Qur economic system is weighted in favour of big business. In order

to fight the exploitation of working people we have to rewrite the rules to

change that system. How do we do that?

Come and discuss this issue with Meredith Hammat, Secretary of UnionsWA,
Melanie Booth, CPSU/PSU Organiser, and Paul Ledingham, WAPOU Indusirial
officer as they report back from the ACTU NexiGen Conference and the ACTU

Change the Rules campaign.

The evening will be convivial, pub food and drink at reasonable prices.
Free entry
Hosted and chaired by the CPA

For more information

0419812872 facebook.com/PiPPerth
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Water
calchments

and twisted

irony

The Lock the Gate Alliance says
revelations that coal mining is
reducing water availability in
Sydney’s drinking water catch-
ment must trigger urgent action
from the NSW government to
declare a moratorium on any fur-
ther mining in the Special Areas
of the catchment and review all
current mining approvals.

The long-awaited audit of
Sydney’s drinking water catchment
was tabled in parliament two weeks
ago, but its findings have only been
brought to light today. The “Special

Areas” are parts of the catchment
supposed to be kept in a pristine
state to protect the city’s drinking
water: they are off-limits to the gen-
eral public.

Lock the Gate spokesperson
Georgina Woods said, “We have
long feared that there would be a
cumulative impact on water flowing
into Sydney’s dams from the exten-
sive coal mining under the catch-
ment that is cracking creeks and
drawing precious water into long-
wall cavities.”

The 2016 Catchment Audit,

Exploitation Updates

Queensland unions have welcomed the state government’s move
to create the new offence of industrial manslaughter to deter negli-
gent employers who operate unsafe workplaces. The new offence
is one of 58 recommendations from a wide-ranging review into
workplace deaths, to which unions made numerous submissions.
Queensland Council of Unions general secretary Ros McLennan
said this new offence would be a deterrent to make sure that
companies don’t cut corners and put profits ahead of people.
Last year in Queensland there were 40 workplace fatalities noti-
fied to authorities. “There’s nothing more important than workers
coming home safe after a day’s work,” said McLennan. “We have
long called for tougher offences to make sure that dodgy bosses
and their companies don’t just get a slap on the wrist if their neg-
ligent actions have led to a workplace fatality,” she said. Under
the proposed laws introduced into State Parliament last week,
the maximum penalty for industrial manslaughter will be 20 years
imprisonment for an individual, with a maximum fine of $10 million
for a corporate offender. After these laws are passed, Queensland
will be the first state in Australia to have industrial manslaughter
laws. The Australian Capital Territory also has similar laws.

The livelihoods of 190 workers are hanging in the balance after
multinational mining giant Glencore took the extraordinary step
last week of locking out its permanent workforce at the Oaky North
mine for a further 14 days. It brought to a total of 51 days Glencore
has locked the workers out in the current dispute. On August 22,
190 workers from the mine were set to return to work. However,
at 6am the company emailed the workers to tell them they would
be locked out for a further 14 days. The extended lockout comes
as Glencore records mega profits from coal operations. CFMEU
Mining Division national president Tony Maher said the compa-
ny was out of control. “It absolutely beggars belief that a foreign
owned company can lock out workers for such an extended period
of time, for no reason, and with no consequences. Their actions
are even more staggering given their mega profits just post-
ed.” Glencore’s Australian coal operations revenue jumped from
US$1.77 billion to US$3.1 billion in the last half year. “And their
cash profit on every tonne of coal produced was around 41 per-
cent. Everything they have done over the past few months has
been for one purpose — to break the workforce and bring in cheap
contractors.” Over the past three months, Glencore has:

* Rejected a proposal by the workers to roll over their agreement
for two years with a 0% pay increase.

+ Stripped away 50% of working conditions from a version of an
agreement that 99 per cent of the Oaky North mine’s workforce
previously voted down in a ballot called by the company.

» Attempted to stop the workers from a peaceful and legal picket
at the front gates of the mine, forcing them to the Magistrates
Court to have the picket line reinstated.

Australia

tabled in parliament on August
8, warns that “The cumulative,
and possibly accelerated, impact
of mining on flow regimes in the
Catchment is likely linked to the
increased prevalence of the current
longwall methods of underground
mining.”

“It’s simply astounding that the
government would be given a report
that warns of a possibly accelerated
loss of Sydney’s drinking water as a
result of these coal mines and take
no action. Urgent action is needed
before we do damage to Sydney’s
water supply that could last for cen-
turies,” said Woods.

There are new proposals to fur-
ther extend longwall coal mining
under consideration, including
expanding Dendrobium mine and
the high risk Russell Vale mine
and these must be stopped imme-
diately. Discharge of saline pollut-
ed mine-water into the creeks that
feed Sydney’s dams must also be
stopped.

“The NSW Coalition is failing to
uphold the election promise it made
prior to coming to government six
years ago to protect drinking water
catchments from coal mining.

“There is no more time to dither:
we need a moratorium on any fur-
ther mining in Sydney’s Special
Areas and a review of all current
operations.”

Earlier this month people affect-
ed by the impacts of the NSW
coal-mining industry held a pro-
test rally outside the NSW Minerals
Council’s “phoney” Health, Safety,

Guardian

Environment, and Community
awards and conference at a Hunter
Valley resort.

The rally sought to highlight the
twisted irony of NSW mining com-
panies awarding themselves for their
impacts on “health, safety, environ-
ment, and community”, and called
on the NSW government to intro-
duce cumulative impact assessments
for multiple mining proposals, which
remains an unfulfilled Coalition
pledge.

The rally heard from people
around the Hunter who suffer the
cumulative impacts of coal mining
on families, communities, and the
environment, including Anne Maree
Maclaughlin from Bulga.

“It’s sickening that mining com-
panies are giving themselves awards
for community health, when they
are the biggest contributors to air
pollution in our region”, said Ms
McLaughlin.

“People around here have to lock
their kids inside some days, the air
gets so bad. These companies close
our roads, they keep us awake at
night, they force people out of our
community. And they’re giving
themselves awards for this? They
must be kidding!”

Carol Bennett of Gloucester
spoke to the rally about the Rocky
Hill project of Gloucester Resources
Limited. “GGRL is a member of the
Minerals Council, and the propo-
nent of the Rocky Hill open cut coal
mine barely a kilometre from resi-
dential areas of Gloucester,” said Ms
Bennett.

“That mine would smother our
town with air pollution, and cause
sickness and death in our communi-
ty. Are they going to give themselves
an award for that?”

Rally organiser Bev Smiles said
residents were calling on the state
government to start properly assess-
ing the cumulative impacts of multi-
ple mining proposals.

“It’s been five years since the
NSW government promised to
ensure that the cumulative impacts
of coal mining would be addressed
— that mines wouldn’t just be consid-
ered one by one, but altogether, as
they affect the people of the Hunter
region who are surrounded by them”,
said Ms Smiles.

“Since then more and more
mine projects have spread across the
Hunter, clearing the bush, choking
the air and driving people from their
homes. We are still waiting for them
to deliver this cumulative impact
assessment”, said Ms Smiles.

Ms Smiles’ community of
Wollar is facing extinction by the
expansion of Peabody Energy’s
Wilpinjong mine near Mudgee.
The mine has been nominated for
an award in the “environment” cat-
egory at the Minerals Council event,
for completing legally-required
rehabilitation.

The rally concluded with a “real
awards” ceremony to recognise the
harmful impacts of mining on com-
munities and the environment, and
the harmful influence of the mining
lobby over public policy. &

457 rises Phoenix-like

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull
made a shock announcement
back in April, declaring that the
457 Visa program was dead and
buried, and that it was time to
put Australian workers first. That
claim will be ringing hollow in the
ears of NSW New England’s youth
today, who continue to languish
under an unemployment rate of
more than 19 percent — double the
national average — while Thomas
Foods Tamworth has just been
approved to bring in 20 new 457
Visa workers.

Unlike Malcolm Turnbull
and Barnaby Joyce, says the
Australasian Meat Industry
Employees’ Union, “we’ve actu-
ally spent time on the streets of
Tamworth talking to the youth of
New England. They’re desperate
for work, but no matter how many
times they apply at the major meat
processors in the area, they can’t
seem to get a foot in the door.”

The union asks, could it be a
coincidence that these major proces-
sors, including Thomas Foods, all

lean heavily on 457 Visa workers
(as well as 417 and 462 backpacker
and holiday visa workers)?

How can the 457 Visa program
be “dead” as Malcolm Turnbull
claims, when Thomas Foods,
Australia’s third-largest food proc-
essor with more than $1.3 billion in
revenue each year, is given approval
to bring in 20 more workers?

In a statement the AMIEU said
Malcolm Turnbull likes to talk
about labour market testing, but
asked where was the genuine, inde-
pendent local labour market testing
that showed New England somehow
needed even more foreign workers
while unemployment is so high?

It’s not like Australia is suffer-
ing from a shortage of skilled meat
workers — with so many abattoirs
closing down, more Australian meat
workers are underemployed or out
of work than ever before.

“These new 457 visa workers
are as much a victim of this terrible
system as everyone else — they’re
forced to act as modern indentured
slaves to Thomas Foods.”

Under the broken 457 Visa
program, Thomas Foods has total
control over the workers and can
withdraw support for them at any
time, instantly deporting them. The
union warns that Australia is rap-
idly heading down a path towards
a terrifying American labour model
— the sort of system where poultry
workers have to wear diapers on
the production line because they
can’t afford to take breaks, and
where workers are chained to their
employer by restrictive clauses and
visa systems.

Is this really the right time for
Malcolm Turnbull to be giving the
green light on importing indentured
foreign labour?

“All Australians should be
deeply concerned about the future
of Australian jobs under Malcolm
Turnbull. The 457 Visa program
is far from dead, but Turnbull has
no problem killing off the future of
young Australians if it means his
mates in big business can make a
tidy profit.” &
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Peter Chester knows all too well
that the rising rate of Indigenous
incarceration breaks down com-
munities and destroys lives.
Between 2013 and 2016 the
number of Indigenous people
being jailed in NSW jumped 25
percent.

But Mr Chester doesn’t need to
be told the statistics. Five people in
his family have served time or are
in jail, including his ex-partner, his
son, his daughter and both of his
sons-in-law.

“It makes them feel like they’re
an animal,” the board member of
Sydney-based advocacy group
Justice Action said. Last month, the
Australian Law Reform Commission
released a discussion paper on incar-
ceration rates of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people.

That move was applauded by
Community Legal Centres NSW
chair Dr Linda Tucker.

“Aboriginal women are the fast-
est growing group in NSW prisons,”
she said. “‘They represent around
2.5% of the NSW population but
29.4% of women in prison.”

Dr Tucker believes the impris-
onment of Aboriginal women has
a significant impact on the number
of children in out-of-home care, on
homelessness and the criminal jus-
tice system. An alternative to manda-
tory sentencing was needed so people
aren’t locked up for not paying fines,
she said.

The Bureau of Crime Statistics

and Research (BOCSAR) said the
number of Indigenous offenders
locked up in NSW could be cut by
more than 500 a year if just half of
those currently given a short prison
sentence were instead placed on
intensive correction orders.

Mr Chester argues there’s a pref-
erence for imprisonment within the
system. His 22-year-old daughter,
Talea Harris, has been remanded
in custody for nearly nine months
accused of being in possession of a
gun he says wasn’t hers.

But facts are irrelevant until
alleged offenders are given a chance
to clear their name in court, Mr
Chester said. “When they’re caged
up, some of them are frightened,
some of them are angry, some are
vicious,” he said.

NSW Greens MP David
Shoebridge argues statistics show
Aboriginal people are far more likely
to be hassled by police, charged,
locked up and refused bail than other
Australians.

There’s “no question” Indigenous
people are treated differently before
the courts, he said. “From begin-
ning to end, the system is stacked
and biased against them. That’s what
produces these kinds of distressing
figures,” Mr Shoebridge said.

He argues it’s not only more
humane but also cheaper to deal
with young people like Talea Harris
by giving them access to rehabilita-
tion and education programs.

BOCSAR director Don
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Weatherburn agrees there must be a
realistic alternative to prison.

He cites the increase in
Indigenous people being imprisoned
for stalking and intimidation offenc-
es, which was eight times higher in
2016 compared to 2012.

That’s due to changes in policing
policy rather than any real increase in
crime, Dr Weatherburn says.

“We weren’t imposing prison
sentences anywhere near as often for
this behaviour just a couple of years
ago and it’s not obvious the world is
a safer place as a consequence of this
change,” he said.

“We can put more people on
community-based orders for these
offences without suffering any
increase in violence, intimidation and
harassment.”

Koori Mail &

Why we remember
Hiroshima

Graham Drew

The horror of remembering
the dropping of the A-bomb on
Hiroshima 72 years ago is not so
much about what we know of the
effects of such a dreadful weapon,
but that it marked the second
stage of development to dramati-
cally affect the modern warfare
we may face today.

The first stage was gunpowder
and industrial capacity. The second,
the A-bomb. And the third, robot-
ics and artificial intelligence, with
LAWS — or “Lethal Autonomous
Weapons” — a dangerous develop-
ment that must also now be stopped.
Lethal autonomous weapons operate
where there are no human beings in
the attacking loop, and according
to General Paul J Selva of the US
joint chiefs of staff, America, within
a decade, will have the technology
to build a robot capable of deciding
whether or not to kill.

We know that soon after the
A-bomb was dropped, be it weeks

or months later, survivors noticed
in themselves and others a strange
form of illness. It consisted of
nausea, vomiting, and loss of appe-
tite; diarrhoea; fever and weak-
ness; inflammation and ulceration
of the mouth, gums, throat and uri-
nary tract; loss of hair; extremely
low white blood cell counts; and
in many cases a progressive course
until death.

The dropping of the A-bomb
was a geopolitical rather than strict-
ly military act, since the Japanese
had already offered to enter nego-
tiations for surrender. The United
States, however, sought immediate
and unconditional surrender, to stop
the Russian advance into Asia and
to signal the immensity of US mili-
tary power.

The A-bomb and the Cold War
started the chapter headed MAD —
“Mutually Assured Destruction”.
Fast forward to today and the
memoirs of a senior analyst in
the Strategic Weapons Evaluation
Group in the Pentagon allow us

Find out more about the

to conclude that it is now widely
believed in US strategic circles that
America has attained “strategic pri-
macy” that is, with using only a
small part of its nuclear arsenal the
US can launch a first strike which
eliminates an opponent’s nuclear
arsenal or at least their land-based
ICBM sites. This includes Russia
and China.

This brings new meaning to the
latest missile defence systems, like
that installed by the US in Romania
and those they are seeking to deploy
in South Korea, as they are not so
much defensive as offensive weap-
ons — useful mainly in stopping the
smaller number of an opponent’s
missiles following a US first strike.
This madness must be stopped
because it simply underestimates
the unforeseen consequences of
ANY future nuclear explosions.

We must not only be aware
and frightened, but active and
optimistic. &
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On the great scare campaign over terrorism in Australia, in con-
text: Professor Greg Austin of NSW University has noted that
more Australians have died at the hands of the police in ten years
— 50 between 2006-2015 — than from terror attacks in Australia
during past 20 years. In the catch-all definition of terrorism, three
people have died: two victims of the Martin Place siege in Sydney,
and the NSW Police accountant shot dead at the Police Centre
in Parramatta. Between 2003 and 2012 there were 2,617 homi-
cides and 190 accidental gun deaths. More than 130 workers in
rural Australia died from falls from vehicles, 206 from electrocu-
tion, 1,700 Indigenous Australians died as a result of diabetes.

The Queensland government’s proposed amendments to the
Minerals and Energy Act will not protect landholders from the envi-
ronmental impacts of gas mining because they do not mandate
that gas companies hold insurance designed to protect farmers
and their businesses, according to Lock the Gate Alliance. “The
proposed amendments put up by the Queensland the government
miss the point when it comes to protecting landholder interests,”
said Lock the Gate spokesperson Phil Laird. “The only real way
to protect farmers’ interests is to require that gas companies hold
insurance. They need cover for physical damage to property,
both above and below ground; loss of accreditation; contamina-
tion of livestock and interruption to or contamination of surface and
groundwater. Without comprehensive environmental insurance,
landholders will still be severely impacted in the event of impacts
to ground and surface water from the toxic chemicals used in
fracking.” He said that none of these amendments seriously
address protecting landholder interests and that there have been
repeated attempts to engage the Minister in a discussion about
the need to mandate gas companies hold the necessary insur-
ance to protect landholders and the environment. “The Minister
has not engaged with Lock the Gate on this issue or made a seri-
ous attempt to consider mandating insurance. Mandating that gas
companies hold the necessary insurance to cover these impacts is
a simple, efficient and effective way of protecting landholders. Yet
the government has resisted implementing this solution. Yet again
the Palaszczuk government has backed the resources sector over
the interests of farmers and rural residents. In the absence of the
Minister’s willingness to engage, we will be making strong repre-
sentations to the Committee scrutinising these amendments on
behalf of our rural members and Queensland landholders more
broadly. If the government won't stick up for farmers, Lock the
Gate will.”

The Australian Medical Association says that the recently released
National Drug Strategy, which lays out the federal government’s
prevention and minimisation of drug harm over the next ten years,
places to much emphasis on the “ice epidemic”. The AMA points
out that the greatest harm from substance abuse comes from
alcohol and tobacco addiction. The AMA also calls for underlying
factors to be addressed, including social isolation, exclusion and
poverty.
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Finian Cunningham

If one moment stands out as the clearest
signal yet of US President Trump turning
his back on supporters, it was his announce-
ment to re-escalate American military
intervention in Afghanistan.

His signature campaign promise of putting
“America First” and ending the folly of over-
seas wars launched by previous administrations
was shredded on prime-time television when he
gave orders for thousands of more US troops to
be sent to Afghanistan. The already 16-year war
in that country — America’s longest — will now
go on indefinitely longer.

The Huffington Post headlined: “Trump’s
vague new Afghanistan strategy continues an
endless war.”

Not only that, but this president is refusing
to give any public information on force num-
bers or timescale. America’s overseas wars are
not just expanding under Trump; they are going
secret and unaccountable.

This surge in militarism is precisely what
candidate Trump said he would not do when he
campaigned for votes among blue-collar work-
ers in the Rust Belt states, vowing instead to
channel US economic resources to revive “for-
gotten” communities at home. Recall his blus-
tering inauguration speech on January 20 when
he bemoaned the “American Carnage”, at home
and abroad.

As the Huffington Post writes: “When
Obama was still in office and overseeing a
massive troop presence in Afghanistan, Trump
repeatedly bashed the operation as a waste of
money and called for a quick withdrawal from
the country.”

How’s that for a U-turn? This is at a time
when support among Trump’s voter base in the
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Rust Belt states has plummeted. There is weak-
ness in the heartland, reported NBC, because
workers fear Trump is reneging on past com-
mitments to revitalise their livelihoods. Their
concern is that this president is too interested in
giving tax breaks to corporations and kowtow-
ing to the Pentagon.

Ironically, Donald Trump likes to portray
himself as an “alpha-male” who is his own
boss. It is abundantly clear now that Trump is
a mere manikin who sits in the White House
taking orders from his generals.

When Trump ousted Stephen Bannon, his
staunchest ally in the White House, it was under
the orders of the military figures who are now
dominant in his administration. Trump’s chief
of staff, former Marine General John Kelly,
wanted Bannon out because of his contrarian
views.

When Bannon gave a surprise interview
last week contradicting the militarist policy on
North Korea that was the last straw. Bannon
said there was no military option in solving the
North Korea standoff, which flew in the face of
what the Pentagon has been advising Trump,
with “all options on the table”. Only days later,
he was kicked out.

Bannon has now returned to edit Breitbart
News, the nationalistic website which has in
the past served as a media booster for Trump.
Following the announcement on Afghanistan,
Breitbart News declared: “Trump reverses
course” and blasted his speech a “flip-flop,” as
reported by Politico.

Bannon had been a vigorous counsel to
Trump against overseas militarism and in par-
ticular about Afghanistan. He is thought to have
been the primary influence behind Trump’s eco-
nomic nationalism of America First.

It is no coincidence that Trump decided to

get rid of Bannon while huddled with military
generals and intelligence chiefs at Camp David
last weekend. Then three days after his depar-
ture from the White House, Trump delivers his
U-turn on re-escalating the military involve-
ment in South Asia, exactly as the Pentagon top
brass had been urging.

With little or no policy achievements so far,
Trump is emerging as a blowhard who is all too
willing to toe the line to survive — even if that
means stabbing his supposed allies in the back.
This is a president who has a big mouth and big
ego, and not much else. All the promises to his
voter base are being seen to be cruel hoaxes,
perpetrated by one who is always denouncing
others over hoaxes.

The rise of the generals in Trump’s admin-
istration, alongside a weak-kneed figurehead
president, should surely be cause for concern
for its sinister constitutional implications. But
disturbingly, the drift toward a military govern-
ment in the US hardly causes a public ruffle;
indeed, it is actually welcomed by prominent
news media.

In an editorial last weekend condemning
“The Failing Trump Presidency”, the New York
Times seems to be oblivious in its endorsement
of military control over the White House.

It states: “One measure of the despair
caused by Mr Trump’s behaviour is that we find
ourselves strangely comforted by things that in
any normal presidency would be cause for con-
cern ... Americans accustomed constitutionally
and politically to civilian leadership now find
themselves relying on three current and former
generals — John Kelly, the new White House
chief of staff; HR McMaster, the national secu-
rity adviser; and Jim Mattis, the secretary of
defence — to stop Mr. Trump from going com-
pletely off the rails.”

In addition, when the five Joint Chiefs of
Staff roundly rebuked Trump over his ambigu-
ous comments on racial violence, the US media
widely saw that intervention by the Pentagon
as a welcome “disciplining” of the president.

Look at Trump’s cabinet. Apart from the
three generals, Kelly, McMaster and Mattis, the
other key posts are run by an ex-oil CEO, Rex
Tillerson at the State Department, and former
Wall Street executives, Steven Mnuchin as
Treasury Secretary, Gary Cohn as national eco-
nomic adviser, and Wilbur Ross as Commerce
Secretary.

This combination of military and industrial
corporatism at the executive level of govern-
ment is a definition of a fascist state. Combine
that with a malleable megalomaniac who is
willing to betray his allies and voter base, and
that makes for a dangerous cabal.

Trump’s readiness to go to war in
Venezuela, North Korea, and Iran and to give
license to the Pentagon to step up its air force
slaughter in Iraq, Syria, and Yemen are all
signals of how far this presidency has now
degenerated.

But it is Trump’s brazen backtracking on
Afghanistan that most transparently shows his
unscrupulous character and just how much the
Pentagon has taken control over this presidency.

Last November, the American people voted
for a radical change, one that would deliv-
er economic revival and jobs at home, while
implementing more peaceful foreign relations.

The so-called “exceptional nation” — the
one that never tires of proclaiming its lofty
democratic virtues to the rest of the world — has
degenerated into a military-corporatist state.
Infirmafion Clearing House &

It is abundantly clear now that Trump is
a mere manikin who sits in the White
House taking orders from his generals.
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Ramzy Baroud

Two officers sought me from within a
crowd at the Seattle-Tacoma International
Airport. They seemed to know who I
was. They asked me to follow them, and I
obliged. Being of Arab background often
renders one’s citizenship almost irrelevant.

In a back room, where other foreigners,
mainly Muslims, were holed for “added secu-
rity”, I was asked numerous questions about my
politics, ideas, writing, children, friends and my
late Palestinian parents.

Meanwhile, an officer took my bag and
all of my papers, including receipts, business
cards, and more. I did not protest. I am so used
to this treatment and endless questioning that I
simply go through the motions and answer the
questions the best way I know how.

My first questioning commenced soon
after September 11, 2001, when all Muslims
and Arabs became, and remain, suspect. “Why
do you hate our president,” I was asked then,
in reference to Bush.

On a different occasion, I was held in a
room for hours at JFK International Airport
because [ had a receipt that revealed my immor-
tal sin of eating at a London restaurant that
served Halal meat.

I was also interrogated at an American
border facility in Canada and was asked to fill
several documents about my trip to Turkey,
where I gave a talk at a conference and con-
ducted several media interviews.

A question [ am often asked is: “What is the
purpose of your visit to this country?”

The fact that I am an American citizen, who
acquired high education, bought a home, raised
a good family, paid my taxes, obeyed the law
and contributed to society in myriad ways are
not an adequate answer.

I remain an Arab, a Muslim and a dissident,
all unforgivable sins in the new, rapidly chang-
ing America.

Truthfully, [ never had any illusions regard-
ing the supposed moral superiority of my adopt-
ed country. I grew up in a Palestinian refugee
camp in Gaza, and have witnessed, first-hand,
the untold harm inflicted upon my people as a
result of American military and political sup-
port of Israel.

Within the larger Arab context, US for-
eign policy was felt on larger scale. The inva-
sion and destruction of Iraq in 2003 was but
the culmination of decades of corrupt, violent
American policies in the Arab world.

But when I arrived in the US in 1994, 1
also found another country, far kinder and more
accepting than the one represented — or mis-
represented — in US foreign policy. While con-
stantly embracing my Palestinian Arab roots,
I have lived and interacted with a fairly wide
margin of like-minded people in my new home.

While I was greatly influenced by my Arab
heritage, my current political thoughts and the
very dialectics through which I understand and
communicate with the world — and my under-
standing of it — are vastly shaped by American
scholars, intellectual dissidents and political
rebels. It is no exaggeration to say that I became
part of the same cultural Zeitgeist that many
American intellectuals subscribe to.
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Certainly, anti-Arab and Muslim senti-
ments in the US have been around for genera-
tions, but it has risen sharply in the last two
decades. Arabs and Muslims have become an
easy scapegoat for all of America’s failed wars
and counter-violence.

Terrorist threats have been exaggerated
beyond belief to manipulate a frightened, but
also a growing impoverished population. The
threat level was assigned colours, and each time
the colour vacillated towards the red, the nation
drops all of its grievances, fights for equali-
ty, jobs and health care and unites in hating
Muslims, people they never met.

It mattered little that, since September 11,
the odds of being killed by terrorism are 1 in
110,000,000, an extremely negligible number
compared to the millions who die as a result
of diabetes, for example, or shark attacks, for
that matter.

“Terrorism” has morphed from being a
violent phenomenon requiring national debate
and sensible policies to combat it, into a bogey-
man that forces everyone into conformity, and
divides people between being docile and obedi-
ent on the one hand, and “radical” and suspect,
on the other.

But blaming Muslims for the decline of
the American empire is as ineffective as it is
dishonest.

The Economic Intelligence Unit had recent-
ly downgraded the US from a “full democracy”
to a “flawed democracy”. Neither Muslims nor
Islam played any role in that.

The size of the Chinese economy is soon to
surpass that of the US, and the powerful East
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Asian country is already roaring, expanding its
influence in the Pacific and beyond. Muslims
are hardly the culprits there, either.

Nor are Arabs responsible for the death
of the “American dream”, if one truly existed
in the first place; nor the election of Donald
Trump; nor the utter corruption and mafia-like
practices of America’s ruling elites and politi-
cal parties.

It was not the Arabs and Muslims who
duped the US into invading Iraq, where mil-
lions of Arabs and Muslims lost their lives as a
result of the unchecked military adventurism.

In fact, Arabs and Muslims are by far the
greatest victims of terrorism, whether state-
sponsored terror or that of desperate, vile
groups like Daesh and Al-Qaeda.

Americans, Muslims are not your enemy.
They never have been. Conformity is.

“In this age, the mere example of non-con-
formity, the mere refusal to bend the knee to
custom, is itself a service,” wrote John Stuart
Millin On Liberty. The English philosopher had
a tremendous impact on American liberalism.

I read his famous book soon after I arrived
in the US. It took me a while to realise that
what we learn in books often sharply contra-
dicts reality.

Instead, we now live in the “age of impu-
nity”, according to Tom Engelhardt. In a 2014
article, published in the Huffington Post, he
wrote: “For America’s national security state,
this is the age of impunity. Nothing it does —
torture, kidnapping, assassination, illegal sur-
veillance, you name it — will ever be brought
to court.”

Those who are “held accountable” are
whistle-blowers and political dissidents who
dare question the government and educate their
fellow men and women on the undemocratic
nature of such oppressive practices.

Staying silent is not an option. It is a form
of defeatism that should be outed as equally
destructive as the muzzling of democracy.

“One has a moral responsibility to disobey
unjust laws,” wrote Dr Martin Luther King, Jr.

Barring citizens of Muslim countries from
travelling to the US is a great act of immoral-
ity and injustice. Sadly, many Americans report
that such discriminatory laws already make
them feel safe, which itself is an indication of
how the government and media manipulate
consent in this country to produce the desir-
able results.

America is changing fast, and is certain-
ly not heading in the right direction. Shelving
all pressing problems and putting the focus
on chasing after, demonising and humiliating
brown skinned men and women is certainly not
the way out of the economic, political and for-
eign policy quagmires which American ruling
elites have invited upon their country.

“If liberty means anything at all, it means
the right to tell people what they don’t want to
hear,” wrote George Orwell.

No matter the cost, we must adhere to
this Orwellian wisdom, even if the number of
people who refuse to hear has grown exponen-
tially, and the margins for dissent have shrunk
like never before.

Politico &

“Terrorism” has morphed from being a violent
phenomenon requiring national debate and sensible
policies to combat it, into a bogeyman that forces
everyone into conformity, and divides people between
being docile and obedient on the one hand, and
“radical” and suspect, on the other.
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South Africa
12 years of BDS success

Kwara Kakama and
Muhammed Desai

South Africa has been described
by Israeli media as the “mother-
ship” of the boycott, divestment
and sanctions (BDS) movement.
While we as a country have made
remarkable strides, we are only
but one partner in this growing
international human rights move-
ment, a movement that proudly
turned 12 this year. In 2005,
Palestinians called on the inter-
national community to support a
campaign of boycott, divestment
and sanctions against the govern-
ment of Israel until it abides by
international law.

The BDS movement, as it has
come to be known, is inspired by
the successful boycott of apart-
heid South Africa and has grown
to include millions of allies global-
ly. It has wide-reaching support in
South Africa. The largest protest in
South African history, after all, was
the National Coalition 4 Palestine’s
2014 #SAMarch4Gaza in support of
the Palestinian struggle.

BDS successes, which are regis-
tered on a monthly basis across the
country and globe, motivate peace-
loving peoples around the world.
They are a practical form of soli-
darity that sends a clear and con-
crete message to Israel that there is
a price to pay for its crimes. These
victories and activities also bolster
the spirit of resistance of Palestinians
and their progressive Jewish Israeli
allies fighting for an end to Israeli
apartheid.

Electrifying pace

The BDS movement is indeed
moving at an encouraging, inspir-
ing and electrifying pace. Israel
and its lobby groups are trying to
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respond (rather than ending Israel’s
apartheid) but they are failing. In
July, in a decision with far reach-
ing impact, the General Council of
the World Communion of Reformed
Churches, representing over 80 mil-
lion Christians, called on its mem-
bers to take action in support of the
Palestinians. Among other meas-
ures, the body has urged its more
than 225 member churches world-
wide to examine their investment
relationships.

These churches are joining a
long list of Christian congregations
taking similar positions and resolu-
tions. These include the Quakers,
United Methodists, the Mennonite
Church of the USA, Presbyterians,
the United Church of Christ,
Unitarian Universalists, the Catholic
Conference of Major Superiors of
Men, the Alliance of Baptists, the
Evangelical Lutheran Church and
the United Congregational Church
of Southern Africa (UCCSA).

Last year, when the UCCSA,
with over 1,000 local South African
churches, adopted the BDS boycott
of Israel, the church, importantly,
drew attention to the deceptive con-
flation between “Biblical Israel” and
the “Modern State of Israel” and
between the Israelites of the Bible
and Israelis.

Beyond the churches, South
Africa is also scoring major wins on
the cultural, academic, sports, con-
sumer, political and government
front. One of our first major wins
was in 2011 when the University of
Johannesburg ended its relations with
Israel’s Ben-Gurion University. This
set the context for further academic
boycott successes including South
Africa’s largest student formation,
SASCO, adopting BDS, followed by
the South African Union of Students
also endorsing a similar resolution.
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Last year, after engagement by
the local BDS South Africa chap-
ter, several academics pulled out
of a conference on genocide taking
place in Israel. Among those who
withdrew, much to the Israeli organ-
isers’ irritation, was the vice presi-
dent of the International Network of
Genocide Scholars, who hails from
South Africa.

The BDS campaign is also active
within the South African cultural
sector with some of the country’s big-
gest artists, comedians and film stars
coming out to back the movement,
our activities and events.

This year, award-winning South
African film director John Trengove
withdrew from an Israeli film festival
hosted in Tel Aviv. The South African
withdrawal led to several other inter-
national filmmakers also cancelling
their participation.

Politics and labour

Within the trade union move-
ment, COSATU (Council of South
African Trade Unions), one of the
first labour federations in the world
to adopt BDS, has not only incorpo-
rated BDS within its local organis-
ing and among affiliates but has also
been championing its promotion at
an international level.

COSATU and its affiliates, for
example, were some of the main
drivers of the Public Services
International adopting BDS as a
strategy at the global trade union fed-
eration’s congress in Durban a few
years back. PSI is one of the largest
federations in the world, representing
more than 20 million workers.

On the political front, South
African President Jacob Zuma, for
two years in a row now, has includ-
ed in his January 8 speech marking
the founding of the African National
Congress a reminder to all employees
in government that they are to boy-
cott travel to Israel.

Furthermore, the recent recom-
mendation by South Africa’s govern-
ing party to downgrade its embassy
in Tel Aviv has been welcomed by
Palestinians across the political
spectrum — including the Palestinian
Authority, Fatah and Hamas — and is
a major signal to Israel that its viola-
tions of international law are unac-
ceptable, that it cannot be business
as usual.
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Importantly, the recommenda-
tion to downgrade has also been wel-
comed by South African Jews for a
Free Palestine, an organisation rep-
resenting a growing number of Jews
in this country in support of BDS.
The South African Communist Party,
COSATU and various other organi-
sations also came out in support of a
downgrade or shutting down of the
embassy.

At a government level there have
been various successes. The Israeli
ambassador has tried in the last few
years to sign contracts between our
two countries in the water sector —
selling a similar colonial line that was
sold to African countries by apartheid
South Africa during the 1980s, that
without our technology you will not
progress. Likewise, Israel and its lob-
byists are trying to suggest that we,
as African countries, cannot do with-
out their technology.

To Israel’s embarrassment, sev-
eral events that the Israeli ambas-
sador tried to host with the South
African government were can-
celled. Furthermore, water minister
Nomvula Mokonyane warned against
Israel’s so-called water technology,
saying Israel has been using water
as a “tool to control the Palestinian
state.”

“Israel,” she added, “is the
world’s leading practitioner in water
apartheid.”

Note of caution

However, some officials at South
Africa’s department of international
relations do not always respect the
country’s policies on this issue. Last
year, for example, at the very time
Speaker of Parliament Baleka Mbete
was celebrating the BDS movement
in her address to the annual Israeli
Apartheid Week campaign, Jerry
Matjila, then director general of the
department of international relations,
was at a photo shoot with Dore Gold,
his counterpart from the Israeli for-
eign ministry.

Matjila claimed in contradic-
tion with government policy, that he
wanted to investigate ways in which
he could improve relations with
Israel. How to hold such individu-
als accountable needs to be investi-
gated, especially at a time when the
Israeli government has made public
the huge amount of resources that are

being invested in trying to thwart the
BDS movement.

In some ways, the collective
magnitude of our joint successes
is reflected in the fact that Israel is
investing time, energy and money to
counter BDS. As Palestinian BDS
leader Omar Barghouti put it, while
activists are unnerved by the Israeli
government’s attempt to attack this
non-violent movement, we are defi-
nitely not deterred.

Eyes on the prize

Palestinian academic Nada Elia,
in an article celebrating 12 years of
BDS, has noted how the wide array
of successes, victories and campaigns
over the last 12 years reveals the
extent to which multiple segments of
society — students, church members,
unions, athletes and superstars — are
now aware of and actively opposed
to Israel’s abuses.

However, she cautions, no matter
how much we have gained from these
years of organising, the biggest victo-
ry is still to come. And that is the day
Palestinians (like us South Africans,
the Indigenous people of the land) are
free in their homeland.

“Each victory we score — and we
continue to score victories big and
small almost daily — is proof that we,
the people, are stronger than the most
militarised powers that are intent on
suppressing us,” Elia writes. “We
must keep our eyes on the prize, as
this is one case where the final desti-
nation, not just the empowering jour-
ney, is what matters.”

That day is coming sooner rather
than later because of the Palestinian
spirit of perseverance together with
the advances of the BDS movement
—a movement that gains its strength
not from military power or financial
resources but from the people.

The BDS victories, successes
and wins of the last decade, both in
South Africa and beyond, are not that
of one organisation or group of activ-
ists: they belong to the various com-
munities who come out to protests,
who stay away from certain stores,
who make donations, attend rallies
and events.

The ordinary person gives this
extraordinary movement its interna-
tionalist muscle.

The Electronic Intifada &
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Omitting the dead

As President Donald Trump tries
to make the case for staying indefi-
nitely in Afghanistan, the stakes
for those actually living there are
rarely broached by US corporate
media.

In dozens of write-ups, recaps
and reports on Trump’s “major”
Afghan War speech, almost no out-
lets took time out to note the plight
or condition of the people the US
is nominally there to save. The
New York Times, Washington Post,
Chicago Tribune, CNN, NBC News,
ABC News and CBS News among
others, didn’t mention the Afghan
death toll at all in their summary of
events in the region.

Almost all, however, reserved
airtime and column inches to men-
tion the number of US soldiers and
cost to the US treasury — presumably
the only moral metric that matters.
One notable exception was Ali Velshi
at MSNBC, who did mention live on
air how many Afghans were killed
in the first half of 2017 — a scope

curiously limited to the term of the
current Republican president, but an
improvement on silence nonetheless.

US media also continued their
rich tradition of not blaming the
US or Trump for the war — instead
laying responsibility at the feet of
some unknown geopolitical dark
matter that has forced the US to
occupy Afghanistan permanent-
ly. The US isn’t waging ongoing
war in the Central Asian country;
it is simply “stuck,” according to
the AP and the Washington Post’s
Karen Tumulty. Trump isn’t con-
tinuing the occupation; according to
the Sacramento Bee; he “Keeps US
Stuck in Afghanistan Quagmire.”
The US doesn’t seek further war
and occupation, but to “break free
from the quagmire,” the Chicago
Tribune spells out. Bush, Obama
and Trump didn’t make a deliberate
choice to bomb Afghanistan, accord-
ing to PBS’s Judy Woodruff; attack-
ing the country just became “the
burden of three presidents”. War was

consistently depicted as being thrust
upon the US government by forces
outside of its control.

The number of Afghan civilians
killed during the 16-year US mili-
tary occupation is well over 31,000,
according to researchers at Brown
University. The average American
couldn’t possibly know this fact,
since it’s almost never mentioned
when weighing the cost/benefit ratio
of further military occupation and
bombing.

Just as the thousands killed in
Yemen by US-backed Saudi bomb-
ing don’t inform coverage of the
famine there, the causal effect of
US military action on poor, faceless
brown people is never clearly laid
out. The US bombs and, on a totally
separate note, people are dying. That
the United States may be causing the
suffering, and could choose to stop
doing so, is never really considered,
much less argued in any meaningful
way.
globalresearch.ca &

End the endless war

BRITAIN: Labour leader Jeremy
Corbyn is right to warn Theresa
May’s government not to “obe-
diently applaud” Washington’s
planned escalation of the war in
Afghanistan. Defence Secretary
Michael Fallon was already fall-
ing over himself to do so, gushing
that he “welcomed” President
Donald Trump’s U-turn on a war
he repeatedly attacked his pred-
ecessor for waging.

Characteristically, Fallon did
not appear to have paid attention to
what was actually being said.

“We have to stay the course in
Afghanistan to help build up its
fragile democracy ... it’s in all our
interests that Afghanistan becomes
more prosperous and safer,” he
droned.

Since the US president was
explicit that “we will no longer use
American military might to try to
construct democracies in far off
lands. We are not nation-building
again,” his poodles in Westminster
weren’t quite on message. These
semantics will matter little to the
people of Afghanistan.

Whether the misery and death
inflicted on their country continu-
ously now for 16 years, following
an invasion that began a cycle of
blood-soaked interventions across
the Middle East, is labelled “nation-
building” or “killing terrorists,” as
Trump now defines his mission, is

irrelevant.

Trump says he has changed his
mind on the war in Afghanistan
because “decisions are much differ-
ent when you sit behind the desk in
the Oval Office.”

We can speculate as to why that
is — whether Washington’s mam-
moth arms lobby, in hock with top
brass, have him in their clutches,
or whether a new burst of violence
abroad distracts usefully from his
apologia for neo-Nazis and white
supremacists in Charlottesville.

It’s even possible that this loud-
mouth thug of a president, who
could not even remember which
country he was bombing when he
fired missiles at Syria, actually
believes that if you send soldiers
to foreign countries to “kill ter-
rorists” (a notoriously broad cat-
egory as defined by US forces in
Afghanistan, including every male
of military age) you end up with
fewer terrorists rather than more.

This dangerous naivety is
echoed by “experts” on our side of
the Atlantic, such as retired British
General Simon Mayall who argues
that extra troops would make “a
big difference to the confidence
and competence of the Afghan
security forces” as if vast numbers
of Western soldiers had not been
deployed to the country for years
already.

As Corbyn points out, this is a
war which has failed. The Taliban
have not been driven out 16 years

Sydney

after an invasion which promised to
do exactly that.

Other terrorist forces which did
not exist in Afghanistan when it was
invaded in 2001 are now also active
there, most notoriously ISIS, the
genocidal Al-Qaida offshoot born
out of the equally criminal invasion
of Iraq.

Tens of thousands of Afghans
have died, alongside thousands of
US and allied troops. If we include
the other fronts of the “war on
terror,” Iraq, Libya, Mali, Syria,
Yemen, we are talking about a death
toll in the millions.

All that bloodshed has only
increased the terrorist threat, both in
the war-torn countries themselves —
and by far the majority of terror vic-
tims are innocent civilians murdered
as they go about their business in
the Middle East — and in the West,
where deadly outrages like those in
Paris, St Petersburg, Manchester,
London, Barcelona and more show
that endless war does not keep us
safe.

“The British government should
make clear to Donald Trump that
his strategy of more bombing and a
new troop surge will continue this
failure,” Corbyn advises May.

The Prime Minister, like the US
president, would rather opt for more
of the same.

Morning Star &
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Also to stop the subversion of funds against Cuba
and return Guantdnamo to the Cuban people

i B

The number of Afghan civilians killed during the 16-year US military

occupation is well over 31,000.

@ Region Briefs

Iran: Since August 9, Iranian labour activist Reza Shahabi has
been on an ongoing hunger strike, to protest his renewed detention
and extension of his prison sentence. Reza is a long-time member
and activist with the “Vahed” Syndicate of Workers of Tehran and
Suburbs Bus Company. Reza has a proud history of fighting for
the rights of his fellow workers and many Iranian labour activists
around the world are campaigning for his release and against the
ongoing repression of labour activists by the Iranian government.
Reza was serving six years in prison for organising and tragically
he is just one of the many labour activists who are brave enough
to stand up to the Iranian government which is attempting to stop
transport workers organising and to destroy independent workers’
organisations.

Korea: On August 7, Keshav Shrestha, a young Nepalese migrant
worker in South Korea committed suicide at a bearing manufactur-
ing factory in Chungju, North Chungcheong Province, once again
highlighting struggles migrant workers face against repressive
regulations in South Korea. Migrant workers in South Korea have
incredible restrictions on the right to move jobs or travel around
the country under the Employment Permit System (EPS). The
EPS allows employers to take advantage of, exploit and abuse
highly vulnerable workers for their own benefits. Solidarity actions
and public events by labour activists have been held demanding
the repeal of the EPS law and justice for mistreated migrant work-
ers in South Korea.

India: On July 24, over 600 workers employed at JK Tyres in
Kanchipuram district, won the right to be represented by the
Centre of Indian Trade Unions (CITU) which is politically affiliated
to the Communist Party of India (Marxist). The workers in question
were striking for more than two weeks, winning the reinstatement
of 27 probationary workers who were previously dismissed during
a strike on September 4. This is an important win for all workers
in the region as other recent similar disputes, such as the one at
Apollo Tyres, were shut down by government actions.

China: Since June 6, more than three thousand temporary work-
ers at Volkswagen, many of whom have been working there for
more than 10 years, have been fighting for their rights. The work-
ers in question receive around half the wage and none of the
benefits of permanent workers. The number of strikes in China
confirms that while workers in the construction sector are the most
likely to struggle, workers in the retail and service sectors are
also continuing to make demands and take industrial action. The
slowdown in wages growth came even as industrial firms saw the
fastest profit gain in three years and nominal gross domestic prod-
uct picked up, the most common demands of the workers were for
an increase in wages.

Andrew E Rayment
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Open letter to
journalists

I will try and keep this short. You,
as journalists and broadcasters,
are busy people.

I am indebted to the Refugee
Action Coalition for the informa-
tion it is providing about the hold-
ing of the hostages on Manus and
Nauru. These are people, about
2,000 of them, our government (with

“Opposition” complicity) is holding
hostage. They have been held hos-
tage for four years. It has been con-
demned as torture by the UN. It is
condemned by the major human
rights organisations. Yet it does not
seem to be news. It is not reported as
news. The Recent death of Hamed
Shamshiripour was hardly reported,
or the call for its full investigation.
The recent forced deportation of an
Iraqi, Saeed, was not reported.

There are threats to funding of
the ABC. There must be management
pressure not to report human rights
abuses being committed by the gov-
ernment. But reporting the abuse of
power must be a large part of what
journalism is.

My father was a refugee from
Austria. I imagine the “media atmos-
phere” there in 1938 was something
like it is here; very bad things hap-
pening, but not being reported. The
excuse there would have been that

the ruling regime was very violent.
What is the ABC’s excuse?

During the illegal occupation
of East Timor by Indonesia, I often
phoned the ABC to correct the
description of East Timor as “part of
Indonesia”. I am sure others did the
same. On one occasion, I was told
that the two major parties saw East
Timor as part of Indonesia, so that
is how the ABC was reporting it.
International law, the East Timorese,
and Australian civil society, counted
for nothing. It is time international
law and human rights counted for
something at the ABC.

It is time that “news” was not
shark attacks, freak air accidents, the
president’s last tweet, and sport. It is
time that human rights in Australia
was front and centre of news cov-
erage. It will take some courage to
change the culture of the ABC to be
the national, not state, broadcaster it
claims to be. But I know there are

brave and outspoken people at the

ABC. Lives depend on the courage
you can show. Good luck.

Stephen Langford

Sydney

Keeping it real

It is important to put in context
the push by the Christian lobby
to have religion taught in public
schools. Firstly, our public schools
are secular, open to all regardless
of religion, ethnicity, disability or
capacity to pay.

Education per se, is concerned
with teaching young and impres-
sionable minds how to analyse com-
plex information and discriminate
between different modes of inquiry
and sources of information, “teach-
ing” faith is at best absurd.

As with the tobacco and alco-
hol lobby, the Christian lobby knows

Guardian

that the earlier they get access to the
child, the more likely they will have
them for life.

And our public schools have
by far the highest number of chil-
dren compared to the private school
systems.

If people want to have their chil-
dren taught blind faith in doctrine,
then take them to church.

Placing that kind of teaching in
the context of proper education aims
to disguise promoting a particular
belief — the world was created in six
days; that it is a mere couple of thou-
sand years old,; that there can be such
a thing as a virgin birth, resurrection
and life everlasting.

Keep it real.

T Southern
Brisbane

Cult

by

Victor Grossman

Unity is key to locking the door on fascism

The sirens and shouted curses
from Charlottesville resounded all
too audibly even here in far-off
Germany. Little imagination was
required; how well we know such
brutal faces, twisted with hatred,
the racist epithets and threats!
Sometimes we even heard the ugly
words in German: Sieg Heil!

Scenarios like that, not only as
echoes from the past, have become
a part of life in today’s Germany.
Almost every weekend, in some town
or city, we see the racists and neo-
Nazis march, with their hard boots,
their flags and fearsome banners, so
much like those in Virginia.

Sometimes just a small, hard-
core or private gathering with nation-
alist songs escalating to texts about
gas and Jewish blood. But also
big crowds, like four weeks ago in
Themar, a hitherto unknown little
town in Thuringia, 6,000 gathered
for a “rock concert.”

One sponsor, who runs a Nazi
restaurant nearby, sold T-shirts
marked “HTLR.” The full name is
officially taboo but, he explains with
a twisted grin, it means only “home-
land, tradition, loyalty and respect.”

Who can object to that? Or to
prices of €8.80 — when everyone
knows that 8 is letter H in the alpha-
bet, and 88 is code for Heil Hitler!
It’s all legal, OK’d by the court.
Even a big parking lot was reserved
for them.

Even very decent-looking citi-
zens may join the marching, like in
Dresden every Monday for two years.
“Who, us? Racists? We only want to
defend ‘German culture’ against the
inroads of those ‘Islamists!’” With

slogans, songs, only now and again
with torches and weapons.

They called themselves Pegida
— “patriotic Europeans against the
Islamisation of the West.” Then a
party was founded by an attrac-
tive young entrepreneur and an eld-
erly, respectable professor called
Alternative for Germany (AfD).

It is already treated “fairly” by
some in the media — just short of
favourably — and will soon have
several dozen seats in the national
Bundestag; it is already represented
in many local and state legislatures.

Like the booted men or the
T-shirt singers, its main voters, its
basic program is “hate the enemies!”
In Charlottesville the enemies are
sometimes Jewish, but mostly Black
or Muslim and if possible weaker,
poorer — and somehow different — in
colour, clothing, faith.

And in Germany it’s the same,
sometimes Jewish but mostly Turkish
or, with the recent refugees, Arab,
African, Afghan. A hijab head-cov-
ering is sufficient: “A Muslim, an
Islamic enemy!”

While the rabble of
Charlottesville finds traditions like
those of Robert E Lee or General
Nathan Forrest to defend, some
Germans have more recent models.
Last Saturday marked the 30th
anniversary of the death of Hitler’s
deputy Rudolf Hess, who as one
T-shirt proclaims, “stuck to his prin-
ciples till the end.”

The Nazi march is to recall the
(demolished) site where he was
imprisoned. He is honoured every
year, but this time, very prominently,
in Berlin.

The Nazis came to memorial-
ise Hess, but far fewer than expect-
ed showed up. The anti-fascists also
failed to gather the hoped-for huge
crowds, but it did achieve a clear
majority, big enough to stymie the
plans of the Nazis, who marched less
than 500 yards and had to stop, call
off their meeting at the Hess site and
retreat to the station.

Except for a few fist-fights there
was no violence.

The day was a genuine defeat for
the Nazis. As ever the police try to
keep the two groups apart, but some-
how often seem to protect the right
of way of the disciplined, orderly
marching Nazis while swiftly arrest-
ing unruly anti-fascists trying to
block their path.

Compared with Charlottesville,
there are differences but too many
similarities. No prominent German
official risks praising the pro-Nazis.
Hitler, Hess and the swastika are
legally taboo, and there are hardly
any “beautiful statues and monu-
ments” to be rescued.

But here, too, not on Twitter but
in very respectable media, there are
statesmen who denounce not only
pro-Nazis but “extremists on the left
and the right.” Those “antifas” are
also a bad bunch. They sometimes
break windows and set cars on fire.

Indeed, such things occur now
and then, and represent a genuine
problem, especially because there is
a suspicion, occasionally backed up
by facts, that behind the masks and
balaclavas are not only angry anti-
Nazis but some who love wreckage,
some who love alcohol and perhaps
throwing the first stones or torches,

some agents provocateurs granting
the media what they require while
ignoring or smearing a great major-
ity marching to oppose racism and
fascism — and who may even, very
peacefully, tear down a racist flag or
statue here and there.

Behind carefully worded denun-
ciations of “both the left and the
right” some elderly German survi-
vors hear fearsome echoes, recall
Germany’s past with dread and look
forward with anxiety, not only for
Germany.

They know where such boots,
straight-arm salutes — and “neutral-
ity” can lead.

In the German elections on
September 24 our smiling, sensible
and good-natured Chancellor Angela
Merkel, so long friendly to refugees
and motherly to all good Germans,
seems very likely to help her party
win again. She is very much an oppo-
site to US President Donald Trump;
she even disagrees openly with him.

But oh, her lieutenants. While
Transport Minister Alexander
Dobrindt bows low to his friends in
a pollution-friendly auto industry,
Finance Minister Wolfgang Schauble
continues squeezing every last euro
from the poorer countries of south-
ern Europe and breaking all resist-
ance. Defence Minister Ursula von
der Leyen calls for more billions for
defence, sends troops to the deserts of
Mali, the mountains of Afghanistan
and, more dangerously by far, to the
borders of Russia within earshot of
Kaliningrad and St Petersburg.

With every new scandal
about Nazi-era traditions in her
Bundeswehr, she calls for renewed

cleansing — which somehow never
succeeds. And Interior Minister
Thomas de Maiziere, after false,
distorted reports on the “riots” in
Hamburg, denounces demonstra-
tors, stresses only the few violent
ones and proposes that “we should
require them to report to the police at
regular intervals and, if need be, wear
electronic ankle monitors” while he
moves toward the extension of last-
ing monitoring of everyone — to the
last telephone call, email or visit to a
public place.

Recent leaks indicated myste-
rious ties between police or FBI-
equivalents with anti-foreigner
murders. Who in the end would be
defined as “leftist extremists?” Also
those who demonstrate on climate,
for peace and solidarity?

No, Germany has no exact equiv-
alent of the White House cabal; its
leaders are highly educated and cir-
cumspect in their speeches. But
growing threats in both countries are
far too similar. The dangers, espe-
cially if some great crisis should hit
again, are cause for alarm.

In both countries — and elsewhere
— there is courageous opposition to
such threats. Many organisations
resist racism, repression, massive
armament build-ups and provoca-
tions — and the suffering of those hit
by deprivation at home or abroad.

There are many heroic models
in the past — in Germany and the
US. Growing unity is perhaps the
only key to locking the door on the
forces of hatred and bloodshed, from
Charlottesville to Thuringia, from
Washington to Berlin.

Morning Star &
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Taking Issue — Rob Gowland
Trump’s fire and fury

The USA is a country which these days is
in a constant state of crisis. Formerly able
to boast of being not just the most power-
ful but also the richest country on Earth,
today its economy is steadily going down
the tube (a fact which does not concern the
tiny minority at the very top since their
vast wealth is invested all over the world,
wherever profits are to be made).

As signs of the domestic crisis in the US
become ever more evident, increasing numbers
of Americans are becoming worried about the
future. Already a country marked by abnormal
levels of paranoia and superstition, so many
Americans are convinced that the end of the
world is coming (or at least the end of civi-
lised society) that they even have television
series reporting on their “preparations for
Doomsday”.

Signs of social breakdown are everywhere.
The police, who are meant to safeguard and
protect society are instead often viewed with
distrust or fear. A New York policeman once
famously summed up the role of the police in
America as “an army of occupation”, and that
is certainly the way the poor and the people
who march in Black Lives Matter protests must
view them.

Many people have stopped voting in elec-
tions, feeling that it achieves nothing of sig-
nificance. In the 2016 election, half of those
who did vote supported a maverick, self-seek-
ing billionaire property developer because he
ran a campaign posing as the friend of ordinary
people and promising to restore the nation’s
economy.

It was pure demagoguery, but once social
democrat Bernie Sanders dropped out the only
alternative offered by the major parties was
a mouth-piece for Wall Street, and working
people had had enough of them, thank you. So
Donald Trump secured the cushy job he was
after.

Politically, Trump is a fascist: racist, super-
stitious, ignorant and not at all averse to war.
He formulates policy off the top of his head
late at night on Twitter with no reference to
his advisers or other experts. To the alarm of
the more level-headed of his country-men, this
boothead is now in charge of the biggest nucle-
ar arsenal in the world.

Already there are moves to revive legis-
lation that would strip the executive branch
of the power to launch a pre-emptive nuclear
strike. “No US President, certainly not Trump,
should have sole authority to initiate an unpro-
voked nuclear war,” said Democrat Senator Ed
Markey from Massachusetts.

Before the 2016 election, Trump reportedly
asked a policy expert why the US couldn’t use
nuclear weapons. Since then, he has gone out
of his way to try to start a war on the Korean
Peninsula. His alarming behaviour prompted
Democrat Congressman Ted Lieu to introduce
a bill, the Restricting First Use of Nuclear
Weapons Act of 2017, which, if passed, would
bar the president from launching a nuclear
strike without congressional authorisation.
More than 500,000 people signed a petition
expressing support for Lieu’s bill.

The DPRK (Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea), otherwise known as North Korea,
is a country with a $17 billion gross domes-
tic product (nominal) and a population of 25
million. “I’m sure it has its virtues”, com-
ments Juan Cole, who teaches Middle Eastern
and South Asian history at the University of
Michigan, “but military weight in world affairs
isn’t one of them. It is in a league with Nepal,
Gabon and Iceland economically. Population-
wise it is in the same league as the Cameroons
and Madagascar. The US has a population of
320 million and a GDP of US$18.5 trillion.”

Despite (or because of) its small size,
North Korea has been subjected to blockade
and threats ever since the end of the Korean
War in the 1950s. Military provocations in
the form of aggressive “exercises” by US and
South Korean forces are frequent and US nucle-
ar weapons are based in South Korea.

To deter America from launching anoth-
er Korean War, North Korea has developed its
own tiny arsenal of nuclear weapons and mis-
siles with which to deliver them. The US reac-
tion was to depict the tests as acts of aggression
and to threaten nuclear retaliation. Trump pro-
claimed that “North Korea best not make any
more threats to the United States. They will be
met with fire, fury, and frankly power the likes
of which the world has never seen before.”

The Kim Jong-un regime responded just
hours after Trump’s remarks, promising to
hasten “the tragic end of the American empire”
and announcing it would review plans to “strike
areas around the US territory of Guam,” where
the US maintains large military bases, “with
medium-to-long-range strategic ballistic
missiles.”

Nevertheless, Trump’s explicit threat
to ignite a nuclear war was taken serious-
ly elsewhere in the US and generally greeted
with horror. It was labelled “frightening” and
“crazy”. Journalists and advocates for respon-
sible national security policy quickly took to
social media to condemn Trump’s threat and
demand caution and diplomacy. Initiating the
#PleaseDontKillUs hashtag and calling for dia-
logue, the peace advocacy group Win Without
War declared, “We can’t let reckless behaviour
lead to war.”

MoveOn.org launched a petition saying
“Donald Trump is making us all more unsafe
with every war-mongering comment, tweet,
and threat,” and Congress woman Barbara Lee,
a Democrat from California, said “This sabre-
rattling from the president is dangerous. We
need to de-escalate tensions so that diplomacy
can work.” And a newly-drafted petition from
MoveOn.org, which already has over 57,000
signatures, reads: “Stop the insanity. Don’t pro-
voke a war with North Korea. While a nuclear
North Korea is a real concern, the answer must
be diplomacy-first, not a rush to a potentially
devastating nuclear war.”

“That this threat comes between the anni-
versaries of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki underlines the president’s dan-
gerous lack of appreciation of the horror and
evil of nuclear war,” said Jon Rainwater, execu-
tive director of PeaceAction. He added, “ ‘Fire
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Trump's explicit threat to ignite a nuclear war was taken seriously elsewhere in the US and

genera"y greeted with horror.

and fury’ isn’t a strategy. Painstaking and sus-
tained diplomacy of the type that led to the Iran
deal is the only viable option with North Korea.
It won’t be easy but that’s why the US needs to
drop its current preconditions for talks and get
down to the hard work of hammering out a set-
tlement to this political crisis.”

Carol Turner, vice chair of the Campaign
for Nuclear Disarmament, said in a statement:
“It beggars belief that the US president has
chosen the 72nd anniversary [of the nucle-
ar bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki] to
threaten North Korea with ‘fire and fury like
the world has never seen.” These words mark
the real possibility of a nuclear confrontation.”

Siegfried Hecker, the last known American
official to inspect North Korea’s nuclear facili-
ties, said prior to Trump’s statement that treat-
ing Kim Jong-un as though he is on the verge
of attacking the US is both inaccurate and
dangerous.

“Some like to depict Kim as being crazy —
a madman — and that makes the public believe
that the guy is undeterrable,” said Hecker.
“He’s not crazy and he’s not suicidal. And
he’s not even unpredictable. The real threat is
we’re going to stumble into a nuclear war on
the Korean Peninsula.”

The morning following his “fire and
fury” remarks Trump took to Twitter to praise
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America’s “powerful” nuclear arsenal, com-
ments that intensified the groundswell of calls
to end the pro-war rhetoric and strip Trump of
his nuclear-strike authority, calls that were not
echoed by Texas megachurch pastor Robert
Jeffress, one of Trump’s “evangelical advisers.”

Shortly following the president’s remarks,
Jeffress released an extraordinary statement
declaring that “God has given Trump author-
ity to take out [DPRK leader] Kim Jong-un.”
Jeffress went on to say “When President Trump
draws a red line, he will not erase it, move it, or
back away from it. Thank God for a president
who is serious about protecting our country.”

Jeffress has said he believes God chose
Trump for the job, and he has repeatedly
invoked religious authority to justify Trump’s
policies, including the proposed wall along the
US-Mekxico border.

Jeffress’s North Korea comments prompt-
ed backlash on social media. The Washington,
DC Catholic Worker held a vigil in front of the
White House. “Nuclear weapons are immoral,
illegal, anti-God, anti-life, anti-creation, and
have no right to exist,” said Art Laffin, an activ-
ist with the Catholic Worker. He denounced
spending on nuclear weapons as “direct theft
from the poor.”

And he’s not wrong. &

Adelaide

Chris White
Reminiscences

Sunday 24 September

Doors open at 1:00pm  Event: 2:00pm - 5:00pm
Star Theatre— 145 Sir Donald Bradman Drive Hilton
Celebrate the contributions Chris White has made to political activism
in South Australia, nationally and internationally. Advocate. Unionist.
Peace activist. Socialist. Artist.
Includes an open mic Drinks provided — Please bring food fo share

More information: Please confact Kathryn Moyle: kathrynmoyle@intemode.on.net
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When the worl

is folerant
of Nazis,
people die

Alexandra Hoekstra-Knight

I’ve never been one to write about
politics. If there’s something
I want to say, I can usually bet
that someone smarter and more
eloquent has already said it, and
you should probably just go read
their article or post instead. I try
to make it my business to listen
more than I speak when it comes
to social and political issues.
Current events, though, viewed
through the lens of my own family
story, have compelled me to speak.

The alt-right, neo-Nazis, white
supremacists, neo-fascists — what-
ever terminology comes into fashion
makes no difference. If you think
we should be tolerant of them, you
need to open a history book. If you
think anti-fascists are over-reacting
to an isolated group of men exer-
cising their right to free speech in a

that you and yours have the luxury
to live untouched and unthreatened
by racism.

My mother’s mother came with
her parents to Canada in 1938. Her
older siblings, aunts, uncles, cousins,
and friends stayed behind in Poland
and lived under Nazi occupation.

I’d ask them to tell you what
happens when we “tolerate” Nazis,
but I can’t — they were all killed.
Some of them were killed 73 years
ago this month, fighting Nazis in
the Warsaw Uprising. Of those who
remained in Poland, not a single
member of my grandmother’s huge
family survived.

My father’s grandfather came
from Czechoslovakia. By 1945, he
was the last living member of his
entire family, completely alone in the
world. Because, when Nazis marched
into Czechoslovakia, the rest of the
world powers failed to stop or even

I was fortunate enough to know
my grandmother and great-grandfa-
ther quite well. They told me their
stories, painful as it was for them,
because it was important not to
forget. It’s on their behalf that I'm
writing this. They have passed away,
but I did not forget. This is what hap-
pens when we tolerate hatred.

I will never forget the tears that
welled up in my great-grandfather’s
eyes when he spoke of the Holocaust,
nor the anguish on my grandmoth-
er’s face when she recounted how
her family was robbed from her. I
couldn’t imagine there was a chance
that the danger of Nazism could ever
be forgotten or ignored, but I suppose
that was a bit naive.

I never thought I’d see so many
young people proudly wearing swas-
tikas in public. I never thought I’d
see the President of the United States
fail to condemn, immediately and
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in America. [ never thought I’d see a
sitting president refer to a group of
Nazis as “very fine people,” while
calling the protestors, including the
woman murdered by one of those
Nazis, “violent.”

Of course, calling a murder
victim “violent” is nothing new.
We’ve seen far, far too much of that
to be shocked. If those in power sym-
pathise more with the perpetrators
than with the victims, whether the
victim be a protestor, a father, or a
12-year-old child, the word “violent”
gets thrown around in an attempt to
quell Americans’ outrage and cast the
homicide in a more justified light.

But in the words of Heather
Heyer, “If you’re not outraged,
you’re not paying attention.”

As both history and current events
have shown us, not paying attention
can have tragic consequences.

When the world is tolerant of

When people are tolerant of
white supremacy, people die.

When people tolerate system-
ic racism because “it doesn’t affect
me,” people die.

White supremacy has been a con-
stant and pervasive part of America
since Columbus first saw land, but
progress to eradicate it — however
painfully slow, however hard those
with power fought against it — was
there. Whether the history books
choose to acknowledge them or not,
good people have been fighting and
dying for every inch of that progress
this whole time. Innocent people who
never asked to be martyrs — people
whose loved ones will feel the pain
and trauma of their loss for the rest
of their lives.

To regress is to insult them, erase
them. We can’t regress — but we are
regressing. I will not tolerate that,
and neither should you.

park, consider yourself very fortunate

condemn it.

vehemently, Nazi white supremacists

Nazis, people die.
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Survivalism, one-percent style

Reverend Jim Conn

Maybe they’ve been watching too many
dystopian movies about the end of civilisa-
tion as we know it. Or perhaps they feel
the anxiety other people feel about social
instability in the country. They may think
nuclear war a high probability or that cli-
mate change disasters are inevitable. But
while you and I fret over these apocalyptic
scenarios, the super-rich are planning their
survival. Even as the nation suffers a coast-
to-coast housing crisis, they are investing in
“safe” places to live.

The [US] federal government began dooms-
day preparations as far back as the 1940s, when
they started construction on an underground
military command centre in the mountains of
Pennsylvania. Nuclear bunkers in Virginia and
Colorado were also constructed. So even if the
country did not physically survive, as Garrett
Graff wrote in a book on this subject, at least
the “idea” of America would — or some such
strange notion.

Civilians explored their own options,
beginning with the 1950s fad of backyard bomb
shelters. But now the really rich — from New
York to Silicon Valley to Florida — are spend-
ing millions of dollars preparing for the worst.
One developer offers US$3 million condos in

Kansas built inside a decommissioned missile
silo.

The units come equipped with “state-of-
the-art technologies,” walls covered with the
outdoor scenes of your choice, a five-year per-
petual food system and a self-contained source
of electricity and water. The whole thing is
guarded by a 24-hour crew of guys with auto-
matic weapons.

The concept works like this: Whatever dis-
aster you imagine still provides enough time
to get from wherever you happen to be at the
moment — whether vacationing on a yacht in
the Caribbean or making investments from your
home office in the hills above Palo Alto — to
your protected, underground refuge where you
and your family will be safe.

The developer who picked a silo to refur-
bish decided it should be no more than 30 min-
utes from the nearest airport. So the rich can fly
there in their private planes and easily motor
to the site.

Imagine that a mogul gathers his family and
gets through the chaos of local traffic, boards
his plane, and his private pilot — who either
brings or sacrifices his own family — flies them
from, say, Santa Monica airport to Salinas,
Kansas. Despite the crisis, there’s enough fuel
for the plane, air traffic controllers operate as
usual, and the airports still function. Local gas

station owners still sell enough gas — at whatev-
er the price — for your SUV to reach the shelter.

Some super-rich have seen the problems
with this scenario and learned to ride motorcy-
cles to circumvent the problems of traffic, fuel
and general chaos.

The shelter itself comes equipped with all
the things people need to survive: entertainment,
the illusion of the outdoors, a workout room, a
“dog park,” water and electricity. According to
the advertising, it’s self-contained. No depend-
ence on outside services. These systems have
been designed to not break down or need repair
for the duration. Safe, secure, insular.

Outside, the guards faithfully show up
every day and keep the armed vigilantes and
refugees from raiding the site. They willing-
ly surrender their own families and endure the
hardships of whatever chaos to protect the rich
in their perfect silo.

Of course, these special super-rich fami-
lies will need to give up some convenienc-
es. Deliveries, even by drone, will likely not
arrive. Undocumented immigrants will not be
available to clean, cook, or provide child care.
News and crisis updates may be hard to get.
Haircuts and manicures will likely be impossi-
ble. Clean, pressed clothes — the list of services
these people will lose goes on.

Oh, and unless there’s a doctor or a dentist

who have also bought into your silo, medical
care could be a problem.

People who have managed to achieve such
a level of wealth — however lucky to be in the
right place at the right time — are not naive.
They must know that however comfortable and
secure their escape, nothing has prepared them
to survive catastrophic disaster any more than
the rest of us.

Only an arrogance that diminishes and dis-
parages working people could so obscure the
reality of existence under such circumstances.
Otherwise, how could they ignore other human
beings just to save themselves?

There have been other times in this coun-
try’s history that challenged our sense of sur-
vival. But a different ethic prevailed: We’re
all in this together, people said to one anoth-
er. They thought we should face the crisis as
a community, as a people, because they knew
that at every step our lives intersect with others,
depend upon others — especially people we
cannot see and likely do not know.

Maybe the difference now is that too many
of the super-rich — maybe too many of all of
us — believe a myth of the movies: that one
guy with a gun and enough money can survive
anything.
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