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Stealing the nation’s waier

Tom Pearson

Cotton production is the biggest
water guzzler in Australia. A
report by the Australian Bureau
of Statistics in 2008 revealed that
cotton production consumes some
20 percent of the water extracted
from the Murray Darling system;
in the Gwydir River in northern
NSW the figure is 87 percent, and
in southern Queensland’s Border
Rivers catchments it’s 80 percent.
To steal water is a heinous crime.
The substance, without which all life
would perish, has for decades with
the introduction of cotton growing
and its influential political lobby been
committing that heinous crime with
impunity. This has included tamper-
ing with water meters and under-the-
table allocation of water licenses.
Their current front man, National
Party leader Barnaby Joyce (also the
water minister), is now in denial in

the face of ABC’s Four Corners
program revealing massive water
flows in the Murray-Darling River
meant for the environment have been
diverted to cotton farmers.

Joyce’s electorate is smack
in the middle of cotton growing
in northwest NSW and southwest
Queensland. On a national basis
cotton production consumes 8.6 per-
cent of our total water use, but pro-
duces less than one percent of the
total value of our agricultural-indus-
trial production.

In 2007 the federal parliament
passed the Commonwealth Water
Act. This provided the basis for the
Murray-Darling Basin Plan’s rec-
ommendations for extra water to be
allocated to the Basin catchments for
environmental purposes — and hence
limits to the quantity that can be
diverted for irrigation.

The Guide to the Plan recom-
mends that ground and surface

water diverted for irrigation should
be reduced by 4,000 gigalitres per
annum. According to the Guide, this
is the minimum reduction necessary
to save the rivers’ natural environ-
ment, while minimising the eco-
nomic and social impact on Basin
communities.

This, and other recommenda-
tions to address the urgent need to
conserve water for the environment,
have always come under fierce
attack led by the by the big irriga-
tors’ organisations.

The irrigators have learnt from
the leaders of the big mining corpo-
rations that governments both Labor
and Liberal will willingly buckle
under pressure.

The continuation of “business
as usual” will ensure that the rivers
increasingly dry out, resulting not
only in the loss of native flora and
fauna, but also in massive damage
to tourism, widespread outbreaks of
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algae, and terrible impacts on local
communities and on sectors of agri-
culture other than those that are pri-
marily reliant on heavy irrigation.

Our future as a food export-
ing nation — indeed, our future food
security and our economic vitality,
depends on the government taking
steps to protect the natural environ-
ment of the Murray-Darling Basin.

The critical condition of the
Murray-Darling river system is
symptomatic of the crisis the entire
planet is facing from changing cli-
matic conditions, and the reduction
in accessible oil reserves. This situa-
tion requires huge changes to the way
we live and produce our goods and
services, equivalent in historical sig-
nificance to the impact of the indus-
trial revolution of the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries.

Our use of coal and oil will
need to diminish and eventually
cease, and our electricity will have

to be produced from zero-emission
renewable energy sources like wind
and solar power. Our towns and cities
will have to be served by public elec-
tric rail networks, to minimise our
reliance on the use of heavy trucks.
Our cars will have to be powered
by fully electric motors, rather than
hybrid systems.

Our use of the land will also
need to change. We should be using
the land in a way which corresponds
to its natural potential, i.e. with the
greatest emphasis on crops and farm-
ing methods which require the least
amount of water, and which provide
the greatest potential for the long-
term enrichment of the soil and the
natural environment. Instead, we
are growing crops and engaging in
farming practices which require huge
amounts of water and which even-
tually result in the ruination of the
land. &
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Left out in the cold

A report issued by The Australia Institute (TAI) earlier this
month revealed just how electricity prices have soared over the
past two decades compared with other prices. The TAI found that
between December 1996 and December 2016 prices in Australia
rose by 64 per cent but electricity prices increased by a whopping
183 per cent — almost three times the overall increase in the cost
of living.

The media has had a field day running with sensational head-
lines of a national energy crisis. Faced with further price rises
from July 1, the federal government has run for cover, announc-
ing an inquiry by the Australian Competition and Consumer
Commission (ACCC) into retail markets. The state governments
show little interest in arresting electricity prices.

Whenever a government corporatised or privatised a public
service or utility, there were promises of lower prices, greater
efficiencies, higher productivity and improved services through
such means as competition and deregulation. Private was inher-
ently superior to public, so we were told. Electricity privatisation
was no exception when it came to promises of lower prices and
greater efficiencies.

But real life tells another story. “NSW electricity crisis:
AGL, Origin and Energy Australia inflate profits,” runs a Daily
Telegraph headline (27-07-2017). “Three electricity giants who
control 90 per cent of the NSW electricity market are gouging
customers to pay millions to fat cat bosses and hire thousands of
new managers and sales people who never produce a single kilo-
joule of power,” the Daily Telegraph article says. Another headline
in the same edition warns: “Households to pay up to $400 more
for power.” Other media outlets predict price rises might be as
high as $600 per annum.

In South Australia, prices are even higher. “South Australia
will overtake Denmark as having the world’s most expensive elec-
tricity when the country’s major energy retailers jack up their
prices this Saturday,” the ABC says, ringing the alarm bells.
“Residential customers will see an average rise of 18 per cent
under AGL, 19.9 per cent from EnergyAustralia, 16.1 per cent
with Origin Energy.” (28-06-2017)

Electricity retailers are also raising prices in other states. At
the same time it is revealed that the actual cost of producing
electricity did not rise last year.

So what is the cause of these price rises? What is driving them?
The answer is simple and starkly evident from the review carried
out by TAI. Privatisation resulted in inefficiencies of mind-boggling
proportions. For example, in November 1996, prior to the rash of
corporatisations and privatisations there were 607 sales workers
in the industry. By November 2016, this number had increased
by almost five times to 3,008. The number of managers had more
than tripled. These and increases in other areas reflect the massive
and unnecessary duplication of roles and created a parasitic and
bloated layer of management on fat incomes. (www.tai.org.au)

The replacement of a public monopoly with a number of private
operators did not produce greater efficiencies or lower prices.
Nor did it produce genuine competition — only monopoly profits.

Thousands of people have had their electricity disconnected.
Thousands more have turned to charities which are being inun-
dated with requests for assistance. The high cost of electricity,
cold winter months and soaring rents and unaffordable housing
prices are driving more and more people into poverty.

At the same time pensions, unemployment benefits and the
incomes of those on low wages have been shrinking, leaving mil-
lions of Australians without the means to pay electricity bills
this winter. The slashing of weekend penalty rates could not have
come at a worse time. The minimum wage has not been increased
since 1994.

The ACCC inquiry is nothing more than a diversion, but it will
not fool the millions of Australians struggling to keep warm this
winter and pay electricity bills. There is only one way forward,
that is the nationalisation of the electricity sector. Once in public
hands, prices can be regulated, the profit motive eliminated and
a sustainable future based on renewable energy planned and
implemented.
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Core immigration
functions threatened

The Community and Public
Sector Union (CPSU) is concerned
the Turnbull government’s deci-
sion to create a new Home Affairs
portfolio could compromise criti-
cal immigration and settlement
functions, with no guarantees it
will improve Australia’s security.

The new portfolio will be mod-
elled on the United Kingdom’s
Home Office, combining immigra-
tion, border protection and domestic
security and law enforcement agen-
cies (see last week’s Guardian).

CPSU national secretary Nadine
Flood said: “We hold some serious
concerns about this restructure. It
appears this change hasn’t been rec-
ommended by the Turnbull govern-
ment’s own intelligence review, and
imposing such disruptive changes
on these key agencies is an unneces-
sary step to get them working better
together in any case.

“It appears at this stage that the
Department of Immigration and
Border Protection, including the
Australian Border Force, is likely to
be much more significantly affected
by this than the AFP or ASIO. People

working in these areas are under-
standably worried about job losses
and further disruption to their impor-
tant work.

The union says it is concerned
that making the Immigration
Department the base of a Home
Affairs portfolio could mean a poten-
tial downgrading of Australia’s core
immigration and settlement func-
tions, particularly when it’s consid-
ered in light of the government’s
proposal to privatise visa processing.

The merger of the Department
of Immigration and Customs, which
resulted in the creation of Border
Force, “has been very difficult” and
is still not fully bedded down after
more than two years, says the union.
That restructure in itself has not
improved operations or security, let
alone to the extent required to justify
such disruption

“The government is also still
attacking the pay and conditions
of DIBP workers in the Fair Work
Commission while freezing their pay
for what’s now into a fourth year, so
they’re feeling pretty bruised going
into this change,” said Flood. “It’s

hardly the way forward in ensuring
the Department is operating as well
as it can.

“There’s a disturbing irony in
citing the UK as the basis for this
new structure, given their Audit
Office has raised serious concerns
about the effectiveness of similar
moves there. We followed the UK in
merging Immigration and Customs
to create Border Force and now look
set to follow them again in putting
Border Force into a Home Office
super portfolio. Sadly, we also appear
to be following them in having
repeated agency restructures, fund-
ing cuts, low staff morale, questiona-
ble e-borders changes and challenges
balancing passengers’ needs with
enforcement.

“We are urgently seeking fur-
ther information from the Turnbull
government and the individual agen-
cies involved in this. Thousands
of people the CPSU represents are
worried about their job security and
the important work they do. They
deserve answers. @&

Avustralian trade union
solidarity with Venezvela

PRESS FUND

Last weekend the US celebrated the 64th anniversary of the Korean
armistice by making threatening military flights near North
Korea. They were accompanied by planes from the air forces of
Japan and South Korea, countries which, like the US, were former
enemies of the North Koreans. The US has always refused to sign
a peace treaty, so it’s officially still at war with North Korea, yet
it expresses outrage when that country undertakes missile tests.
Perhaps it should consider talking peace instead of threatening
war! But speaking of peace, we never rest easy each week until we
feel the Press Fund will cover our operating expenses, so please
send us something for the next issue if you possibly can. Many
thanks to this week’s supporters, as follows:

J Hodgson $10, MM $10, “Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $10,
E Seymour $5
This week’s total $40 Progressive total: $4,130

Resolution adopted at the Maritime Union of
Australia (MUA) Sydney Branch Meeting, 25/7/2017
The MUA Sydney branch resolves:

To pledge our resolute solidarity with the people of
Venezuela and their Bolivarian Revolution.

To reject the intervention of the US and other capital-
ist powers in Venezuela.

To oppose the attacks by violent, fascist gangs of the
right-wing opposition in that country.

To call on the Australian labour movement to express
solidarity with the Venezuelan people, and against right-
wing attacks on Venezuelan democracy.

To call on the government and parliament of Australia
to dissociate itself from US intervention in Venezuela’s
internal affairs, and to express full support for a peaceful
resolution of the current crisis in Venezuela.

To support the upcoming action against Trump’s pro-
posed sanctions on Venezuela this Saturday, July 29, 12
noon at Sydney Town Hall.

Carried Unanimously.

Resolution adopted at the Construction Forestry
Mining Energy Union (CFMEU) Victoria Branch
Meeting, 26/7/2017:

This CFMEU Branch Meeting resolves:

To pledge our support with the people of Venezuela
and their Bolivarian Revolution Socialist Government.

This meeting notes the Venezuelan government is
a democratically elected government and we reject the
intervention of the US and other capitalist powers in
Venezuela.

We call on the Australian labour movement to express
solidarity with workers in Venezuela and against fascist
and violent gangs.

We call on the Australian government to dissociate
itself with the US intervention and to work towards a
peaceful resolution to this crisis in Venezuela.

Carried Unanimously.
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The Buck Stops Here

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Slogan on the desk of US President Harry S Truman
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Adelaide
Chris White - Reminiscences

Sunday 24 September
Doors open af 1:00pm  Event: 2:00pm - 5:00pm
Star Theatre— 145 Sir Donald Bradman Drive Hilton

Celebrate the contributions Chris White has made to political activism
in South Australia, nationally and internationally. Advocate. Unionist. Peace activist. Socialist. Arfist.

Includes an open mic Drinks provided — Please bring food to share
More information: Please contact Kathryn Moyle: kathrynmoyle@intemode.on.net
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A greatness of spirit
Vale Comrade Themis

Last month after a long illness, a long-standing member of the CPA,
a respected member of the Greek community in Sydney, Themis
Speis, passed away. His funeral took place on July 20. The following
is the funeral oration delivered by his decades long friend and

comrade Steve Mavrantonis.

Our dear and beloved comrade
Themis, it is not an easy task for
me to bid you farewell. Forgive
me if I do not succeed to present
correctly your character, person-
ality, your contribution to the
movement, your great love for the
people, your kindness, the great-
ness of your spirit.

Themis Speis was born on the
Greek island of Icaria in 1932. From
his childhood he came in contact with
and felt a bond towards the exiled
communists on the island who the
government of Nazi collaborators
banished on Icaria, in order to get rid
of and exterminate them.

However, these exiles with their
unrivalled courage and endurance,
their humanism, their way of life
and their regenerating ideas man-
aged to become friends with the
island’s population, to drastically
change their attitudes and thinking, to
inspire them and to become a model,
an example to be followed. It is to the
honour of the Icarian people who not
only accepted the exiles with open
arms but assisted them in any way
possible to overcome the difficulties
of the life in exile.

Many of the islanders joined
the Communist Party of Greece and
struggled consistently to free the
Greek people from the bondages
of capitalist barbarity. It is for this
reason that Icaria became known as
the “red rock” and to this day remains
a thorn in the eye of the ruling class
and all reactionaries of Greece.

From his early years, in other
words, Themis was vaccinated with
the ideas, the visions and ideology
of the communists and these ideas he

brought with him to Australia, where
he migrated in 1950 to meet up with
his father and to escape the misery,
persecutions and harassments of the
post-civil war period.

There was no job not done by
Themis during the initial period
of settlement in his new home. He
worked in the Garden Island ship-
yards, in Greek shops, in factories
and he finally settled in AGM — the
glass factory, as it was known, from
where he retired after many years of
service.

Being of a concerned mind and
actuated by the noble ideas of the
struggle for a different society free of
exploitation and oppression, Themis
did not limit his activities to earning
his living.

Very early on he joined the ranks
of the Communist Party of Australia,
he became a member of the Greek
Atlas League, the Greek Orthodox
Community, Icarian Brotherhood, he
supported actively the peace move-
ment. During the difficult years of
people’s struggles in Greece and
Cyprus he joined the Committee
for Democracy in Greece and the
Committee for Self-Determination
for Cyprus.

He always maintained close
bonds a and great love for the
Communist Party of Greece and to
his last days he maintained the mem-
bership of the Communist Party of
Australia.

Wherever there was a struggle
for a progressive cause in the com-
munity, for democratic rights for all,
for a better life for the people, Themis
was always present. Humbly, without
much noise and drum beating, he was
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placing his small stone in building
the struggle for the good of the work-
ing class and the whole society.

His passing away is a great loss
not only for his relatives, but all of
us. To his brothers, nephew, nieces
and all others I convey warm con-
dolences. Besides their grief they
should be proud for Themis. His
memory will remain forever in our
hearts and minds.

Permit me to, in interpolation,
refer to the words of the hero of
the national liberation struggle of
1821, Karaiskakis, When Dimitris
Ipsilantis arrived in Greece from
Russia to participate in the struggle

From the archives

Falling dollar - The Guardian, April 1985

Commemorati

for the freedom of Greece, the free-
dom fighters honoured him with a
warm welcome and celebrations.
They put on fires and they cooked
the traditional lamb on the spit.
When the meat was cooked one
of the fighters offered to Ipsilantis a
piece of the cooked lamb on freshly
cut leaves of a fig tree. Karaiskakis,
who was seated next to him, said to
the guest: Eat that Prince. Anyone
who eats that becomes immor-
tal. How is that possible, asked the
Prince. Because, replied Karaiskakis,
he is killed by a bullet in the battle
against the enemy. All those who
fell in the struggle for the freedom

Campaign for International Co-operation

and Disarmament (CICD)
Box 66, 54 Victoria Street, Trades Hall Carlton South 3053 Australia

of our country are considered by us
immortals!

Paraphrasing the words by
Karaiskakis we are saying that all
those who are falling in the struggle
for the liberation of humanity from
the bonds of capitalist barbarity are
considered by us as immortals. One
of these immortals is our dear friend
and comrade Themis.

Rest in peace dear comrade. You
fulfilled your duty to the very end and
now you have entered the sphere of
the immortals of the struggle for the
liberation of the people. Have good
sailing. &

Tel: (03) 9663 3677 email: peacecenter@cicd.org.au
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Hiroshima

and Nagasaki Day

The speaker: Richard Tanter

Richard Tanter is Senior Research Associate, Nautilus Institute, and Professor in the
School of Political and Social Studies at the University of Melbourne.

The CICD and the Melbourne Unitarian Church are presenting a speaker
and exhibition to mark these significant anniversaries

We are inviting you to attend this event to be held:

venue:  Melbourne Unitarian Church
110 Grey Street East Melbourne
Date: Sunday 6th August 2017
Time: 2.00-4.30 pm

Richard is also the chair of the Australian board of the International Campaign to Abolish
Nuclear Weapons (ICAN)
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Scorched Earth

Australia’s forgotten scorched earth emergency plan

Our dominant impression of war
concerns battles with opposing
forces. However, historian Sue
Rosen’s book Scorched Earth,
Australia’s Secret Plan for Total
War under Japanese Invasion in
World War 11, deals with another
terrible outcome of war, the neces-
sity to deny invading forces local
resources by deliberately destroy-
ing the nation’s own infrastruc-
ture and goods during a fighting
retreat.

At the outbreak of WW2,
Australia’s military planners consid-
ered measures that would have to be
taken to protect the nation’s crucial
infrastructure and its prime means of
transport and communication, in the
event of enemy attack.

A 1940 report concluded that it
would be possible for enemy aircraft
to reduce Sydney’s beloved Harbour
Bridge to a twisted mass of wreck-
age, completely blocking the western
sector of the harbour. But it subse-
quently became clear that if we were
invaded we might have to destroy the
Bridge ourselves.

Australia’s declaration of war
against Japan in December 1941
necessitated the preparation of con-
tingency plans for resisting an inva-
sion of the Australian mainland.

In January, 1942 the War Cabinet
formulated a “scorched earth” policy.

The Curtin Labor govern-
ment subsequently adopted a plan
for implementation of that policy.
Entitled the Scorched Earth Code,
it involved the progressive destruc-
tion of not only Australia’s bridges,
jetties and harbour installations, but
also its energy, transport, communi-
cations and water supply facilities,
food and livestock, shipping, vehi-
cles, and anything else that would be
of use to invading forces.

The Scorched Earth Code was
based upon Total War — and Total
Citizen Collaboration, a report
written by EH F Swain, the NSW
Forestry Commissioner, concerning
defence against invasion. Both doc-
uments are reproduced in Rosen’s
book.

In his report, Swain was not refer-
ring to collaboration with the enemy,
but to collaboration between the mil-
itary and civilians, as he observed:
“... with the entire population mobi-
lised as one army of essential war

functioning, with every unit know-
ing his or her battle duty.”

His report made provisions not
only for evacuation and denial of
resources, but also for the involve-
ment of civilians in guerrilla warfare,
including the disabling of tanks with
crowbars, the construction of bomb
shelters and improvised landing
fields in cleared bushland, the rec-
ognition of enemy aircraft, the train-
ing of children for military duties and
many other matters.

The right person
for the job

Biographer Peter Holsworh said
of Swain that he “had an ego the size
of the Melbourne Cricket ground ...
His stoushes were legendary”.

But as Rosen notes, he was
appointed chairman of the NSW State
War Effort Coordination Committee,
“... because of his force of character,
his prodigious organisational ability
and his passion for the cause of civil
defence.”

Some influential people, includ-
ing business leaders who had been
involved in trade with Japan before
the War, favoured coming to terms
with the enemy rather than entering
into combat, in the same way that
British peer Lord Beaverbrook had
advocated an accord between the
Nazis and Britain.

But Swain adamantly opposed
any idea of collaboration with the
enemy. He had no illusions about the
fate of the Australian people under
Japanese imperial rule. His report
cited the bitter experience of the
citizens of Hong Kong, Singapore,
Malaya and elsewhere. He also blunt-
ly reminded readers of his report that
the Japanese “will not forget the
White Australia policy”.

Japanese aircraft attacked
Darwin, as well as Broome and
Townsville, on February 19, 1942.
Although invasion of northern
Australia was anticipated, military
authorities believed that the main
attacks and invasion would focus
on the eastern seaboard, particular-
ly in NSW, the location of the major
industrial centres.

That belief was reinforced
when Japanese submarines attacked
Newcastle, Sydney and Port Kembla
in May 1942.

Sydney
1917: THE GREAT STRIKE COMMUNITY DAY

When NSW railway and tramway workers from Eveleigh Railway Workshops and Randwick
Tramsheds walked off the job on 2 August 1917, they triggered a strike that became one
of Australia’s largest industrial conflicts. The strike came at a fumultuous time in Australia’s
history, against the hackdrop of World War 1, rising prices and challenging working
conditions. Its impact was felt for years to come.

The significance and legacy of the Great Strike will be explored at Carriageworks,
the past will come fo life at Ausiralian Technology Park and the recently restored
Chief Mechanical Engineers Office will be revealed.

12:30pm - 1:30pm performance by Pat Cranney
1917 STRIKE!

Songs and stories celebrating the strike

For more than a year the nation
teetered on the brink of enemy inva-
sion, but the Japanese high com-
mand decided to tackle the Asian and
Pacific Islands before striving for the
highly prized but more difficult con-
quest of Australia.

In the event, the battles of
Midway and the Coral Sea, together
with the land battles waged in Papua
New Guinea and other nations to our
north, forestalled the invasion of the
Australian mainland. In June 1943
Prime Minister Curtin declared the
risk of invasion had passed.

A worthwhile
reflection

Sue Rosen’s book makes a valu-
able contribution to our understand-
ing of Australian history. Copies of
the two documents on which the
book is based were discovered acci-
dentally by her during research into,
of all things, the Murray River’s red
gum forests. As she notes drily, “...
it dawned on me that I had found
buried treasure”.

The documents’ detailed propos-
als for the deliberate destruction of
the nation’s material basis, which its
people had laboured to create for gen-
erations, provide a chilling picture.

Australia has been largely spared
the terrible destruction of war. But
as a result most of us have no first-
hand knowledge of the suffering and
destruction of warfare — that is, apart
from Indigenous Australians, those
who have sought asylum from for-
eign wars, including those in which
Australian military forces have been
involved since WW2 — countries
which without exception have not
attacked us at any stage.

Rosen’s book is replete with war-
time instructions for the destruction
or concealment of industrial plant
and equipment and other crucial
items and materials. The text is often
expressed in Swain’s endearingly idi-
osyncratic style, in which elaborate
detail is interspersed with rhetorical
flourishes.

In retrospect, his report has some
unconscious irony. He noted that
Sydney’s dams were remote from
the city and not easily defended, but
that the Botany wetlands contained
16 billion gallons of fresh water,
enough to sustain the population for
a three-year siege. However, since
then industrial pollution has rendered
the wetland water unfit for human
consumption.

Rosen’s book contains wartime
images that perpetuate a racist stereo-
type of Japanese people, but there are
some interesting exceptions. Swain
himself acknowledged the ingenuity,
determination and resourcefulness of
the German and Japanese forces.

An editorial from the Sydney
Morning Herald, reproduced in the
book, also noted that “[the Japanese]
have unity. They have the spirit of
self-sacrifice. They have good organ-
isation, founded on hard work, atten-
tion to detail, and bold and original
ideas. They have capable and coura-
geous leaders, imbued with the offen-
sive spirit.” But it added: “They are
brave men, they are intelligent men,
but they are no more than men. ... We
can, and we will, beat the Japanese.”

The book also sheds a light on

X

other aspects of WW2 which are now
barely mentioned in the mass media
coverage of the period, in particular
the resistance of the Soviet people to
fascist aggression.

Swain was caustically critical of
Britain’s inadequate preparations for
defence of its eastern empire, particu-
larly in Singapore and Malaya. Those
shortcomings arose not just from offi-
cial dithering but also from Britain’s
unwillingness to arm the Indigenous
people because they might turn the
guns on their colonial masters after
they repelled the Japanese.

“Scorched earth” military tactics
were used in the 1812 invasion of
Russia by France, and in Russia and
China during WW2.

Swain recognised that although
those tactics were necessary, they
would be much more limited in their
application in Australia than they had
been in Russia or China, because
there was relatively little inland
area for the population to retreat to
before they encountered inhospita-
ble territory.

Nevertheless, he expressed admi-
ration for the battles fought in Russia
and China, and praised the deliberate
sacrifice of the Zhaporozhye dam by
retreating Soviet forces as a means
of denying German troops access to
water, a crucial strategic factor in the
field of battle.

His recognition of the impor-
tance of those theatres of war is sig-
nificant. Since the end of WW1, the
western film industry and the com-
mercial mass media have consist-
ently ignored the vast battles which

AUSTRALIA'S
SECRET PLAN FOR
TOTAL WAR
UNDER JAPANESE
INVASION IN
WORLD WAR II

Guardian
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were fought across Russia and China,
and which largely determined the
final outcome of the war. One of the
few exceptions was Burt Lancaster’s
extraordinary 1970s TV series, point-
edly entitled The Unknown War.

In fact, the significance of WW2
in general is insufficiently recog-
nised nowadays. Regarding WW1,
John Menadue, former private sec-
retary to Gough Whitlam, recently
wrote acidly:

“Conservatives and militarists
want us to cling to a disastrous impe-
rial war. They encourage us to focus
on how our soldiers fought, in order
to avoid the central issue of why we
fought.

“... Our history is littered with
tragic military adventures, being led
by the nose by either the UK or the
US. And it goes on through the Boer
War, the Sudan War, and more recent-
ly Vietnam, Iraq and Afghanistan.

... The most important and jus-
tified war in which we have fought
as a nation was WW2, in defence
of our own people and land. But
WW2 is rated by the Australian War
Memorial and so many others as of
much less significance. WW1 is the
Holy Grail.”

Sue Rosen’s fascinating book
will help to correct that imbalance.
Her brief commentary is incisive and
informative, and the book is recom-
mended reading.

Sue Rosen, Scorched Earth,
Australia’s Secret Plan for Total War
under Japanese Invasion in World
War Il, Allen and Unwin, Sydney,
2017. &
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"Evacuate Now?”

Richard Titelius

A vigil was organised by Refugee Rights Action Network and
supported by a number of other humanitarian organisations at
the Northbridge Piazza in Perth and attended by over 150 people
on a wet wintry evening. The vigil which was one of 57 “evacuate
now” demonstrations around Australia, heard from speakers with
relatives still in detention and a letter was read out from a refugee
still in detention on Manus Island.

The protesters at the vigil called for an end to the policy of mandatory
indefinite detention which is a thinly disguised ploy that has bipartisan
support from Liberal and Labor, to break people’s spirit seeking deten-
tion and to deter others from coming to Australia seeking asylum from
political and/or religious persecution in their countries of origin.

The policy has been continued by the current federal Liberal govern-
ment of Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and overseen by his Minister
for Immigration and Border Protection, Peter Dutton, under whose watch
there have been a number of deaths and other abuses reported. Currently,
Dutton is seeking to close the detention centre on Manus Island and move
the refugees into a transit centre in a township on the island.

The refugees are reluctant to move out of the detention centre as
they do not feel safe so those in charge of the detention centre are cut-
ting off the electricity, water and phone lines in an effort to move them . . 24y R _
out involuntarily. 5 T ; ; e W o U Bl

The Communist Party of Australia condemns the federal govern-
ment’s policy of indefinite mandatory detention and calls for the deten-
tion centres to be closed and for those kept waiting in limbo to be brought
here; for all processing of refugees to be done on the Australian mainland.

We also call for the end of Australia’s participation in US wars that
create refugees, an increase in our intake of humanitarian refugees and
for an increase in resources to assist refugees. @

FOUI’ ears of

Four years of

End game on Manus

Charlie Compound, Manus Island’s asylum seeker
prison camp, where ten Rohingya, Pakistani and
Afghan refugees have been living for a month, was
demolished late last month after power and water
was cut off and the refugees were evicted by PNG
police and immigration officials

The eviction and demolition are the latest moves by
an increasingly desperate government to try and force
people out of the detention centre to meet the deadline
for the end of the Ferrovial contract on October 31.

The ten refugees have been living in Charlie since
Border Force announced that the Foxtrot compound was
being closed at the end of June. They have been forced
to try to find accommodation elsewhere in the deten-
tion centre, defying attempts by Border Force and PNG
immigration to force them to move to the East Lorengau
Transit Accommodation, closer to the Lorengau settle-
ment on Manus Island. But there are fewer places for
them in an increasingly crowded camp.

The latest notice inside the detention centre says
that there are 102 days until the detention centre closes.
But only people determined to be refugees are allowed
in East Lorengau and it is unsafe and has even fewer
services than the detention centre. There are around
60 refugees presently living at East Lorengau, but, in
turn, they are being pressured to sign agreements to be
resettled in PNG, although PNG has no resettlement
arrangements. The few who have signed for PNG reset-
tlement are living precariously in Port Moresby.

Refugees have again been told that Foxtrot com-
pound is going to be closed “in the next few days”. But
there is nowhere for them to go.

To make space within the detention centre, refugees

will have to be forced to move out of Oscar and Delta
compounds to East Lorengau. Yet East Lorengau, has

room for only around 280 and there are over 700 refu-
gees in the detention centre.

Any forced closure of Foxtrot would create badly
overcrowded and unsanitary conditions inside the
detention centre.

Neither Border Force nor PNG immigration have
any legal power to use force on refugees inside the
detention centre. In April 2016, The PNG Supreme
Court found that all the Manus detainees are being held
unlawfully.

“Withdrawing power and water, closing down
accommodation areas, ending services and activities
have become the method of choice for Border Force to
pressure the refugees,” said lan Rintoul, spokesperson
for the Refugee Action Coalition.

“They hope by creating intolerable conditions, they
can force enough people out of the detention centre.
This kind of coercion amounts to further human rights
abuses of people the government has no right to impris-
on. Such abuses that have already cost them $70 million
in damages for the years of unlawful detention.

“Things are coming to a head. Minister Dutton
says he wants to close the detention centre but there is
nowhere in PNG to put the asylum seekers and refugees
and no third country. There is no prospect of refugees
from Manus being settled in the US before the deadline.

“That leaves Australia — a choice the Minister, and
the Labor opposition will find hard to swallow. But it is
a dilemma of their own making. The sooner everyone is
brought to Australia, the sooner they will get the safety
and security they need.” &

Wage Theft

Vinnie Molina

A successful Politics in the Pub
discussion on wage theft was held
on Thursday, July 13, in Perth,
WA.

Around 40 people from diverse
backgrounds gathered to listen to
guest speakers Holly Dawson, (hos-
pitality worker and uni student and
convenor of the CUDL), myself
(CFMEU WA branch President) and
George Johnston (RTBU organiser).
The speakers shared their views and
experiences on the business model
which derives from the essence of
capitalism, “Wage Theft”.

Unions featured highly in the
ensuing discussions on how every-
one in society has benefited from

the gains fought for by workers and
their unions over 150 years of strug-
gle. People drew on history lessons,
the importance of younger people
hearing the stories and a call was
made for all workers to join their
unions.

By the end of the evening some
attendees felt convinced of the ben-
efits of being organised in the col-
lective and the protection and
representation by unions and made
a commitment to sign up to their
respective unions.

Following on from the lively
discussion, some trade unionists
who attended the recent ACTU
NextGen17 Conference made a sug-
gestion that the next politics in the
Pub should be in the context of the

ACTU campaign “Change the Rules”
but also Change the System.

There was overwhelming sup-
port in the room for ACTU Secretary
Sally McManus as a very inspira-
tional leader and essential for the
biggest existential challenge for
the trade union movement today. A
call was made to issue an invitation
to UnionsWA leadership and other
union delegates to address Politics
in the Pub in the very near future in
Perth.

Those gathered agreed the cru-
cial task for the survival of the trade
union movement and the defence of
our wages and conditions is that all
workers must join their respective
unions. This is now being planned
for late August. &

In a warning bell to commuters around Australia, London-based
Standard Life Capital Infrastructure last month provided a timely
reminder of what happened to Britain’s privatised rail system. The
British government was forced to take back control of the overland
system following fatal accidents due to cost-cutting on mainte-
nance. The government also took back the running of the London
Underground after the public-private corporate owners financial-
ly collapsed in 2010. Sydney’s new Metro rail system has been
franchised out, with the Sydney Metro to be run by Hong Kong
company MTR Corporation. The whole of Sydney’s public transport
system is being targeted by the Liberal government for privatisa-
tion with buses and rail to follow the privatisation of Sydney Ferries.

How is the corporate print mass media responding to the threat
of the (inevitable) challenge from the rise of digital media?
Along the lines you’d expect from the Kkill-or-be-killed sys-
tem of capitalism: create an even greater monopoly. The News
Media Alliance represents a “trade coalition” (read cartel) of
2,000 media groups across the US and Canada that includes
the likes of the Wall Street Journal. The Alliance wants to be
exempted from anti-trust laws that block businesses coordinat-
ing their operations to gain market advantage. Facebook, which
has recently held meetings with publishers on how a monopoly
might accommodate their outmoded print counterparts, said, “It's
imperative the news industry has sustainable business models.”

Another mechanism that gives a helping hand to toward cor-
porate monopoly is self-regulation. This means basically that
governments and relevant authorities gives free rein to the
for-profit sector. For example, the recent deadly high-rise resi-
dential Grenfell Tower fire in west London was the result of
construction companies going for cheaper cladding on build-
ing that turns them into fire hazards. Last week a warning
came from the construction industry here in Australia that the
big building companies are using glass imports that have no
guarantee on the compliance of glazing used for high rise tow-
ers in the current apartment boom, including heat resistance.

All incidents involving acts of public, or even not so public, vio-
lence, must first of all now be either confirmed or dismissed as
terrorism. In turn, the police are now responding to every event
that might involve violence or the threat violence as terror-
ism. So it was that 40 heavily armed police stormed a nightclub
in Melbourne last month and shot two partygoers, both ending
up in hospital with gunshot wounds, one fighting for his life. This
was based on an anonymous phone call and involved a plas-
tic toy. A spokesperson for the Critical Incident Response Team
would not confirm the critically wounded man was also tasered
after he was shot, saying “a number of police options were used.”
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Irony is dead in the US

Defending Lord Byron against high soci-
ety’s disapproval of his marital arrange-
ments, Baron Macauley exclaimed that
“we know no spectacle so ridiculous as the
British public in one of its periodical fits of
morality.”

These words spring to mind when con-
templating the contrived fury in the media,
the Democratic Party and US-ruling class
circles about contacts between US President
Donald Trump’s family and political com-
radery, on the one side, and assorted Russian
lawyers and diplomats on the other.

The horror that some of the citizens of
another country should try to interfere in
the sacrosanct proceedings of a US election
campaign!

The shame that foreign offers to dish
the dirt on saintly Democratic presidential
candidate Hillary Clinton were not immedi-
ately reported to the US authorities by the
Republican Party candidate’s son!

The treachery that some of Trump’s other
associates also spoke to ... Russians!

Worse still, they did so without immedi-
ately providing a record of said conversations
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation in this
hallowed “land of the free!”

On the stump in last year’s presidential
campaign, Trump committed the cardinal sin
of not sharing the Pentagon’s war psychosis
about Russian President Vladimir Putin and
Russia.

Some shared geopolitical and business
interests between Trump, Putin and their
respective oligarchies probably lay at the
bottom of Trump’s reluctance to bang the
war drum, rather than anything more ele-
vated. But the victor in November’s elec-
tion has since had to be pushed, harried
and shamed into line and make the required
warmongering noises at the Kremlin,
although Trump still appears as if he
doesn’t really mean it.

He and his team, not least his son Donald
Trump Jr, have blustered and lied about seem-
ingly inconsequential contacts with minor
Russian figures in a vain effort to blunt the
attacks of a frenzied “liberal” media.

Trump refers to the allegations and specu-
lations as yet more examples of “fake news,”
drawing yet more abuse and ridicule upon his
head as a result.

Certainly, he merits little or no sympa-
thy from anyone who holds truth and facts
in even the slightest regard. But still there
is something ridiculous and even repugnant
about the moral self-righteousness with which
his liberal and Establishment critics now
assail him.

Since when has the US and its corporate,
political and military elite believed in the non-
interference of one country in another coun-
try’s elections?

When did the US-ruling class, its CIA and
its military-industrial complex begin respect-
ing the sovereign right of a nation to choose
its own political, economic and social path?

When, for that matter, did the US
Establishment and mass media not engage in
the mass manufacture of “fake news” to pro-
mote US monopoly capitalist interests around
the world?

The litany of US crimes against democ-
racy and national sovereignty in the 20th
and early 21st centuries will be depressingly
familiar to veteran Morning Star readers.

Covert financial and material assistance
was given to many right-wing, anti-com-
munist and even fascist movements in Italy,
France and other countries in Europe and
Latin America. Democratically elected gov-
ernments were brought down from Guatemala
to Chile and Iran to Indonesia to be replaced
by bloody dictatorships, death squads and
US-trained torturers.

US military interventions in Korea,
Vietnam, Lebanon, Cuba, Panama, Iraq,
Afghanistan, Libya and elsewhere have led
directly to the deaths of millions of civilians.

And all these atrocities and many more
were accompanied by barrages of “fake news”
disseminated around the world by US media
empires, lying prolifically about US foreign
policy and anyone who dares to defy it.

Trump is an artless novice when it comes
to the nefarious arts of US state power.
Morning Star &

Since when has
the US and its
elite believed Iin
non-inferference?

Iran is next

Recent soundbites from Washington give
cause for concern about the prospects
for peaceful resolution of conflicts in the
Middle East, says Jane Green.

On May 21 Donald Trump, during his first
international trip as President, delivered
from Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, in what was
billed as a “speech to the Muslim world.”

It was significant in itself that Trump had
chosen the Saudi dictatorship as his first port
of call overseas. And still more significant that
in a speech that pitched the fight against terror-
ism as a struggle between good and evil, Trump
should play to the Saudi gallery and cast Iran as
the regional bad guy.

Trump started his tirade by saying:
“Starving terrorists of their territory, their fund-
ing, and the false allure of their craven ideol-
ogy, will be the basis for defeating them. But
no discussion of stamping out this threat would
be complete without mentioning the govern-
ment that gives terrorists all three — safe har-
bour, financial backing and the social standing
needed for recruitment. It is a regime that is
responsible for so much instability in the
region. I am speaking of course of Iran.”

He went on to condemn Iran’s role in sup-
porting President Bashar al-Assad in Syria,
though no mention of the illegal NATO inter-
vention in that country was made. Nor did the
Saudis’ support for ISIS get a mention.

Instead Trump played the populist card,
appealing to the needs of the Iranian people,
saying: “The Iranian regime’s longest-suffering
victims are its own people. Iran has a rich his-
tory and culture, but the people of Iran have
endured hardship and despair under their lead-
ers’ reckless pursuit of conflict and terror.

“Until the Iranian regime is willing to be
a partner for peace, all nations of conscience

must work together to isolate Iran, deny it fund-
ing for terrorism, and pray for the day when the
Iranian people have the just and righteous gov-
ernment they deserve.”

The sudden conversion of the US to a
defender of the Iranian people will come as a
surprise to solidarity organisations and human
rights activists across the world.

The Committee for the Defence of the
Iranian People’s Rights (CODIR), along with
others, have been fighting a long battle to per-
suade western leaders to condemn the human
rights record of the Islamic Republic and to
bring pressure to bear on the regime to allow
free and independent trade union and political
activity.

Trump is clearly shedding crocodile tears
over the fate of the Iranian people. Even the
5+1 (China, France, Russia, UK, US plus
Germany) nuclear deal — negotiated before
Trump came to office — did not place any obli-
gations on the Iranian government to clean up
its human rights record.

The US president is on record as saying
that the deal is too soft on Iran, therefore, any
change he initiates is unlikely to improve the
lot of the ordinary people of Iran.

Only three weeks after Trump’s
Riyadh speech US Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson, when questioned at the House of
Representatives foreign affairs committee,
stated: “Well our Iranian policy is under devel-
opment. It’s not yet been delivered to the pres-
ident, but I would tell you that we certainly
recognise Iran’s continued destabilising pres-
ence in the region, their financing of foreign
fighters, their export of militia forces in Syria,
in Iraq, in Yemen, their support for Hezbollah.
And we are taking action to respond to Iran’s
hegemony. Additional sanctions have been put
in place against individuals and others.”

More alarmingly, Tillerson went on to
explicitly call for regime change in Iran, indi-
cating that the US would directly supporting
such action: “Our policy towards Iran is to push
back on this hegemony, contain their ability
to develop, obviously, nuclear weapons and to
work toward support of those elements inside
of Iran that would lead to a peaceful transition
of that government. Those elements are there,
certainly, as we know.”

CODIR has vehemently opposed the Iranian
theocratic regime for over 30 years. We have
consistently opposed the imprisonment, torture
and execution of political activists, women and
trade unionists over that period. However, at
no time have we ever suggested that the fate of
Iran should be in the hands of anyone other than
the Iranian people themselves.

Tillerson’s utterances potentially target Iran
to become another Syria, with the West justi-
fying intervention by supporting “democratic
forces” to destabilise the regime.

There is no doubt that the Iranian regime is
deeply unpopular among its people. President
Hassan Rouhani is clinging to the hope that
the 5+1 deal can be salvaged and a less oner-
ous sanctions regime would help reboot the
economy.

In Rouhani’s own propaganda the deal was
sold as Iran’s continued opening to the West
and necessary for the crippling economic sanc-
tions to be lifted. While there is opposition to
the regime in Iran it is doubtful that it is the
kind of opposition the US is likely to support.

It is not implausible to anticipate a sce-
nario in which some manufactured “Free Iran
Army” could emerge to become the conduit
for Western funding and arms, attempting to
bring down the present regime. The real oppo-
sition inside Iran would then find itself having
to fight on two fronts. It may sound far-fetched

but the so-called Free Syrian Army provides a
template.

Whatever method is finally decided upon,
the main objective of US policy is to weaken
Iran as a political force in the Middle East,
effectively bolstering the position of Saudi
Arabia in the Muslim world and ensuring that
the Saudis, along with Israel, remain the eyes
and ears of the US in the region.

As NATO-led interventions in Afghanistan,
Libya, Iraq and Syria have shown, US policy
has been a recipe for destabilisation, people’s
misery and uncertainty in the region.

Neither the theocratic dictatorship of Iran,
nor the Saudi regime, is acting in the interests
of their own people or those of the wider region.

The US State Department has recently
released a long-awaited “retrospective” volume
of documents on the 1953 coup in Iran, which
led to the overthrow of Iran’s prime minis-
ter, Mohammad Mosaddeq. These files con-
firm what Iranian democrats have known for
decades — that the US and British intelligence
services have form when it comes to interfering
in the internal affairs of Iran. The recent state-
ments of both the US president and the sec-
retary of state indicate that history may be in
danger of repeating itself.

Those fighting for peace, democracy and
human rights inside Iran undoubtedly need our
support. Through CODIR and other interna-
tional bodies we will continue to give that sup-
port. However, like the Iranian people, we must
remain vigilant against outside interference
and be prepared to support the real democratic
opposition in Iran, not the opposition forces of
Donald Trump’s choosing.

Jane Green is national of%icer of CODIR.
For more information visit www.codir.net &
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Angela Davis ignites
human rights forum

The Canadian Labour Congress invited
Angela Davis, a leading black liberation
activist and former Vice-Presidential can-
didate for the Communist Party USA, to
address the delegates and other social activ-
ists at the May 7 Human Rights forum on
the eve of the Congress’s 2017 Convention.

Interest was high as hundreds of dele-
gates lined up to attend; only after they were
seated were the public allowed into the hall.
CLC Vice-President Marie Clarke-Walker
welcomed social activists from Black Lives
Matter, Idle No More, the Coalition of Black
Trade Unionists, the Asian Canadian Labour
Alliance, the Migrants Workers Alliance and
the Workers Action Centre, who were eager
to hear what Angela would say about the state
of the struggle for progressive change in the
United States in wake of the election of Donald
Trump as President.

Angela did not disappoint. She noted that
we were meeting on unceded Indigenous land,
and that no struggle for social justice could
exist without the Indigenous struggle at its core.

She noted and thanked the support of the
Canadian labour movement when she was a
fugitive facing the death penalty from the
American imperialist legal system, at a time
when Richard Nixon was President, Ronald
Reagan was Governor, and J Edgar Hoover
was head of the FBI. The international cam-
paign which led to her freedom showed that a
movement can defeat the most powerful people
in the world.

She said the topic of her speech was how
to revitalise the labour movement. “The labour
movement must be at the centre of any radical
program. While the election of Trump with his
racist, sexist and Islamophobic agenda repre-
sented a crisis for social justice, it also repre-
sented an opportunity for radical change”.

Davis cited the fact that one day after
Trump was sworn in as President, hundreds
of thousands of women filled the streets of
Washington denouncing his election. Black
women, queer women and immigrant women
were in the leadership of this historic moment,
demanding recognition of their struggle. She
noted that the most important labour struggle
in the USA at the moment, the Fight For $15
an hour as a minimum wage, is led by Black
women at Walmart and McDonalds.

To revitalise the labour movement means
we must challenge its hierarchy. We must bring
into the movement jobs that have traditional-
ly not been part of the movement, jobs that
have traditionally been considered women’s
work. Citing the analysis of Frederich Engels
in Origin of the Family, Private Property and

Angela Davis addressing the Congress.

the State, women’s work has historically been
reproductive labour, i.e. in reproducing the
working class. She said that without women’s
work, no other labour is possible.

She cited the role of the women domes-
tic workers in the forefront of working class
struggle in the United States and in France. In
1881, the Working Women’s Society organised
a strike in the US South for a uniform wage and
respect from their employers. Black domestic
workers working in white homes joined that
strike. Women workers led the Montgomery
bus boycott in 1955, which sparked the civil
rights struggle and the leadership of Martin
Luther King. That historical struggle contin-
ues to this day. The National Domestic Worker
Alliance formed in 2000 had activists who
became leaders in Black Lives Matter follow-
ing the murder of Michael Brown by a white
police officer in Ferguson, Missouri in 2015.

Angela said the feminism that will infuse
the struggle for social justice is that of her

mother, who was a domestic worker before
going to high school and college. It is not the
feminism of Hillary Clinton who wants to shat-
ter the glass ceiling at the top, but the struggle
for transformation from below.

Her life-long struggle for the abolition of
prisons is informed by her Marxist analysis.
Prisons are both a form of institutionalised
racism and a punitive and restorative method
of capitalist control of the proletariat. Of the
2.5 million prisoners in the US, 200,000 are
women. She noted that the first women’s pris-
ons in the 1870s tried to reform women to
become skilled in domestic labour, in the model
of a bourgeois wife.

The election of Donald Trump was based
on appeals to defend what have traditionally
been the jobs of white workers. His attacks on
immigrants from Mexico and Latin America
and his attack on Muslims are the basis of racist
and fascist appeals to divide the working class.

She said what is needed is a movement
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that involves all workers. It must be a strug-
gle that is feminist, anti-racist and proletarian.
Men must take on the anti-racist and anti-sex-
ist fights, not adding to the already overbur-
dened struggle of women for their liberation. It
must be global in scope — she noted that most
of the workers in the globalised maquiladoras
are women.

She ended by saying that she knows that
many in Canada hope that the Trump admin-
istration lasts only one term. She assured the
audience that many in the US hope it ends
sooner than that. She saluted the support she has
witnessed from the Canadian labour movement.

Finally, it was quite refreshing to see hun-
dreds of activists cheer and clap when she
asked how many Marxists were present in the
room. As she put it, “after all, there is no post-
Marxism because we still have Capitalism”!
People’s Voice &

Leiter from Canada

On June 7 Canada’s Minister of
National Defence, Harjit Sajjan,
announced what he referred to as
a “new” defence policy indicat-
ing that the Liberal government
has bought into a more aggressive
role for the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation and making the
Canadian military more suited to
“war fighting” in overseas thea-
tres. Mr Sajjan declared Canada
will increase war spending over 70
percent during the next 10 years
to the tune of $32.7 billion; he also
pledged to increase the number of
fighter jets to 88 from 65; and to
increase the number of personnel
in both the regular and reserve
armed forces. Still on the table
is the issue of Canada officially
joining the US “Ballistic Missile”
system.

Nothing has changed interna-
tionally since the election of the
Trudeau government to justify such

an increase in Canada’s war-making
effort.

“Last year Canada already spent
$28 billion on the Department of
National Defence which had made it
the seventh highest military spend-
er among NATO members and the
17th highest military spender in the
world. However, the federal gov-
ernment spent only $1.5 billion for
the Department of Environment and
Climate Change (ECCC). Over the
past two decades, military spending
has dramatically increased but fund-
ing for environmental protection
and climate action has flat-lined.”
(Voice of Women for Peace, May
10,2017).

The stage for Mr Sajjan on
June 7 was set by the Minister of
International Affairs on June 6.
Chrystia Freeland, who should be
acting as our top Canadian dip-
lomat, heaped praise on past US
aggressions around the globe and

reinforced her pro-US military
statements with the Russia bogey-
man card (reminiscent of Cold War
days) and the North Korean card.
Ms Freeland must be aware of how
many military bases the US has in
the world compared to the number
of bases the Russians have.

She must know that the Bulletin
of Atomic Scientists (January 2017)
moved the hands on the Doomsday
Clock to two and a half minutes to
midnight to reflect the danger in the
world since the US election. The
dream, no nightmare, of fighting
and winning a conventional world
war or nuclear war is sheer lunacy
— Canada should be exerting its
best diplomatic efforts to develop
peaceful relations with all countries
including Russia, China, Syria, and
North Korea. As Murray Dobbin
has written: “US ‘leadership’ is
known by another name in scores
of countries around the globe:

US imperialism ... Does Freeland
believe that the illegal war on Iraq
is an example of US leadership?
Would she, unlike Jean Chrétien,
have joined in? What about the
slaughter in Yemen? Going back a
bit further, would Freeland see the
literally dozens of US interventions
to overthrow democratic govern-
ments and install dictators as the
epitome of US leadership?” (June
9,2017).

Canada needs new, made-
in-Canada policies aimed at the
achievement of peace and disar-
mament in the world. Negotiations
are going on at the United Nations
to ban nuclear weapons; Canada
should be part of these delibera-
tions. In the short term Canada
should withdraw from the conflict
in Iraq and Syria, stop selling arms
to Saudi Arabia; and make diplo-
macy a top priority. In the long-term
Canadians must find the steps to

break with the US Empire and the
war-making alliances that it leads.
Both NATO and NORAD are not
contributing to peace and security
around the world.

If we must look outside of our
borders for leadership we would
be wiser to look to Britain than the
US — increasing numbers of people
in the United Kingdom, especially
young people there are embracing
a positive, peaceful vision of their
country; they also realise if their
country is not bombing people in
the Middle East they will not be
confronted with “blowback”.

Ed Lehman, President, Regina Peace
Council, and David Gehl, Vice-
President, Regina Peace Council,
Canada.

People’s Voice &
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Who wants to
destroy al-Aqsa?

Dan Cohen

Since the gun battle at the al-Aqsa
compound on July 14 that ended
in the deaths of three Palestinian
citizens of Israel and two Israeli
police, Israeli media have largely
focused on outrage that anyone
would carry out an attack at a
holy site, while praising Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s
collective punishment against the
Palestinian population.

“They are the strife mongers,”
Yedioth Ahronot columnist Ben-Dror
Yemini wrote. “They are harming
the justified struggle for equality.
They are spreading lies and nurtur-
ing incitement. For our sake, for their
sake, Israel’s Arabs should also get
rid of this nuisance.”

“Netanyahu and [PA leader
Mahmoud] Abbas both acted respon-
sibly to prevent a holy war; but the
Arab world’s condemnation of Israel
is a reason for concern,” read the sub-
heading of an analysis by Haaretz’s
Barak Ravid.

Missing from commentar-
ies across the board has been any
acknowledgment of the role played
by fanatical Israeli settlers intent on
wresting control of the al-Aqsa com-
pound in occupied East Jerusalem
and eventually destroying it as part
of an apocalyptic vision.

The compound, known to
Muslims as Haram al-Sharif and to
Jews as Temple Mount, includes the
al-Agsa mosque and the Dome of the
Rock. It is one of the holiest shrines
for Muslims all over the world, as
well as a touchstone of Palestinian
identity.

Game changer

Israelis who seek to take over
al-Aqgsa see the July 14 attack and
subsequent violence as an oppor-
tunity to advance this agenda.
Immediately after the incident,

the Temple movement’s official
body released a statement call-
ing to expel Palestinians from the
compound: “We must liberate the
Temple Mount from the murderous
Islam and return it to the people of
Israel.”

“Looking forward to building the
Temple this year and hope that you
will soon see the face of our right-
eous Messiah,” Baruch Marzel one
of the most extreme leaders among
Israel’s West Bank settlers, wrote last
week in an open letter to the mufti of
Jerusalem — the top Muslim official
in the city.

Bezalel Smotrich, a Jewish
Home Party lawmaker, does not
want to wait that long. “I would set
up a synagogue on the Temple Mount
today, this morning,” he said.

Under Israeli military protec-
tion, these settlers and extremists
tour the grounds on a daily basis,
hoping to provoke violent reactions
from Palestinian worshippers by
shouting and singing nationalistic
anthems.

This then provides occupation
forces with the necessary pretext
to enact harsh measures, with the
eventual goal of cleansing non-Jews
and replacing the Muslim holy sites
there with a Jewish temple, thus
triggering a civilisational clash with
Islam.

Yehuda Glick, a long-time leader
of the Temple movement, now a
Likud Party lawmaker, last week
welcomed Israel’s ban on Muslims
entering the al-Agsa compound in the
days following the shootings.

“This is an enormous game
changer,” he said. “Everything is
part of the redemption process but
the things that happen on the Temple
Mount are especially so.”

“Radical Muslims who desecrate
with blood the holiness of the Temple
Mount, the holiest place to the Jewish
people, have no right to be there,”
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Israeli security forces stand guard near Jerusalem’s Dome of the Rock mosque in the Haram al-Sharif.

Glick and the Jewish Home party’s
Shuli Moalem-Refaeli said.

Genocidal ideology

Yisrael Ariel, the chief rabbi of
the Temple movement, articulated
an apocalyptic end times scenario in
2015. “[God] is the one who com-
manded us to go from city to city
conquering them, and to impose the
seven laws [of the Sons of Noah]
throughout the world,” Ariel said.

Ariel added that if Muslims and
Christians “raise the flag of [sur-
render] and say, ‘From now on,
there is no more Christianity and no
more Islam,” and the mosques and
Christian spires come down,” then
they would be allowed to live. “If
not,” he warned, “you kill all of their
males by sword. You leave only the
women.”

“We will conquer Iraq, Turkey
[and] we will get to Iran too,” Ariel
proclaimed.

Ariel is the founder and head of
the Temple Institute, the government-
funded group that has published
detailed blueprints and a computer
animation of what the Temple, to be
built over the ruins of al-Agsa, will
look like.

The Temple Institute has received
funding from Israel’s education min-
istry to develop a curriculum to instil
“longing for the Temple” in children
as young as those attending kinder-
garten. In 2013, Israel’s mayor of
Jerusalem, Nir Barkat, presented
Ariel with an award for his organisa-
tion’s work.

This genocidal ideology is rooted
in religious Zionism and its political
wing is represented by the Jewish
Home Party.

In 2012, Zevulun Orlev, one
of the party’s lawmakers in the
Knesset, called for the construc-
tion of a temple at the compound,
saying that removing the Dome
of the Rock and al-Agsa mosque
would mean that the “billion-strong
Muslim world would surely launch
a world war.”

This messianic extremism has
taken hold in the Likud Party of
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu as well.

In 2014, Likud’s Moshe Feiglin,
then deputy speaker of the Knesset,
explained the fanatical world view.
“We are in the major front of the fight
for the free world against the evil
forces of the most extreme Islam,”
Feiglin asserted. “Behind the vio-
lence, there is a spiritual battle, and
the core of that battle is that place —
the Temple Mount.”

Pretext of
“religious freedom”

Many other Israeli politicians are
following the Temple movement’s
lead.

A Likud Party website has
launched a petition to “raise the
Israeli flag on the Temple Mount.”

“The Temple Mount is not in
our hands,” the petition declares.
“We must change this absurdity.”
Transport minister Yisrael Katz has
vowed that Israel “will not cede sov-
ereignty” over al-Agsa.

“We need to close the Temple
Mount to Muslims for an extended
period of time,” Jewish Home law-
maker Moti Yogev said. Incitement
from Israeli officials has become
commonplace in recent years.
Dozens of Knesset members have
given verbal, and even material, sup-
port to the Temple movement.

While their statements occas-
ionally elicit a headline, they are
rarely taken into consideration when
analysing of the explosive situation
at the al-Agsa compound.

This incitement is often couched
in calls for Israel to unilateral-
ly change the status quo and allow
Jewish prayer at al-Agsa, citing a
lack of religious freedom at the occu-
pied holy site.

But Israel’s official chief rabbis
have long formally prohibited
prayer by Jews at the compound for
theological reasons — out of concern
that Jews could inadvertently des-
ecrate places that must remain ritu-
ally pure.

In keeping with this tradition,
leaders in Israel’s Orthodox Jewish
community blame those who insist
on going to the al-Aqsa compound
for the resulting bloodshed. The

prohibition on visiting the Temple
Mount is firmly upheld by leading
Orthodox rabbis.

“Those who visit the Temple
Mount are turning the Israeli-Arab
conflict into a religious conflict,” the
Eidah Chareidis, a major anti-Zion-
ist Orthodox Jewish organization in
Jerusalem, has warned.

“The true story”

However, as Feiglin revealed at
a Knesset session in 2013, the call
for Jews to be allowed to pray at the
compound is a pretext for an Israeli
seizure of the site.

“Let’s be truthful. The struggle
here in not about prayer,” Feiglin
admitted. “Arabs don’t mind that
Jews pray to God. Why should they
care? We all believe in God. The
struggle is about sovereignty. That’s
the true story here. The story is about
one thing only: sovereignty.”

Some of Israeli politicians iden-
tify with the movement themselves,
while others understand it is politi-
cally expedient to make public
statements in support of Israeli sov-
ereignty at al-Agsa.

Likud law maker Avi Dichter,
for example, is a former head of
Israel’s Shin Bet secret police.
Dichter appeared in the 2012 doc-
umentary The Gatekeepers, which
marketed him and five other former
Shin Bet chiefs as tough but prag-
matic security types who have
become “doves.”

Given the level of incitement
regarding the most sensitive site in
the country — on top of the climate
of desperation created by Israel’s
deadly siege of Gaza, expanding
colonies in the occupied West Bank
including Jerusalem and the erosion
of rights of Palestinian citizens of
Israel — attacks like the one on July
14 should come as no surprise to
informed observers.

As Dichter said in 2013 when he
was public security minister — before
embracing the Temple movement’s
agenda — Jewish prayer at al-Aqsa,
“will serve as a provocation, result-
ing in disorder, with a near certain
likelihood of subsequent bloodshed.”
The Electronic Intifada &
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Solidarity With Venezuela

United Nations human rights
high commissioner spokeswoman
Liz Throssell’s words of caution
regarding tomorrow’s election to
Venezuela’s constituent assem-
bly appear evenly balanced, but
should they be?

Throssell declares that “the
wishes of the Venezuelan people to
participate or not in this election need
to be respected,” but who threat-
ens this right? Only the opposition.
Her insistence that the government
manage protests “in line with interna-
tional human rights norms and stand-
ards” doesn’t acknowledge that the
government has banned “all public
meetings and demonstrations, gather-
ings, and other similar acts that might
disturb the electoral process.”

This is in response to recent pro-
vocative battle cries emanating from
the right-wing Democratic Unity
Roundtable (Mud) opposition and
also its record in recent months.

Throssell’s request that those
opposing the election do so peace-
fully ignores that record and oppo-
sition politicians’ comments in the
run-up to tomorrow’s election.

Over a hundred people have
been killed during a rolling program
of violent protests, blockades and
targeted attacks on public buildings
and suspected government support-
ers. Some have been shot by police,
troops or motorbike “colectivos”, but
most have been victims of the oppo-
sition campaign of destabilisation.

Violence runs through the

oligarchic opposition like Blackpool
through a stick of rock, stretching
back at least to the 1989 Caracazo
when the ruling class deployed state
forces to slaughter thousands of
working people protesting against
their impoverishment through gov-
ernment neoliberal policies.

This experience, enriched
by a failed uprising led by Hugo
Chavez in 1992, helped pave the
way for his election as president in
1998 and his advocacy of a revo-
lutionary Bolivarian alternative to
neoliberalism.

The oligarchy has never recon-
ciled itself to losing its grip on politi-
cal power and, crucially, control of
the armed forces.

Barely four years into office,
Chavez was briefly overthrown in a
coup, accompanied by opposition-
instigated street violence, but was
reinstated after mass popular pro-
tests encouraged the military to iso-
late the coup plotters and force their
surrender.

Washington welcomed the coup,
putting aside public pretensions
of commitment to democracy and
the rule of law. Many of those who
planned, carried out and supported
the coup against Chavez are linked
today to Mud, posing as born-again
democrats and peaceful campaign-
ers. Their masquerade is backed by
Washington — no surprise there — but
also by self-styled liberal advocates
of human rights and democra-
cy in Britain such as our national

broadcaster and the UK Guardian
newspaper.

Just as in previous international
crises such as the invasion of Iraq or
the bombing of Libya, they identify a
problem and argue that “something”
must be done, which, curiously,
always turns out to be imperialist
intervention.

Latin America is no stranger to
interference from its powerful north-
ern neighbour, whether political, eco-
nomic or military.

The US, under so-called politi-
cal “outsider” Donald Trump, takes
a similar approach today to what his
predecessors did to Cuba, Nicaragua,
Chile, Grenada, the Dominican
Republic and other countries in
what Washington insultingly calls its
“backyard.”

It issues demands on inter-
nal matters, winds up regional cat-
spaws to crank up criticism, imposes
“strong and swift economic actions”
and refuses to rule out military inter-
vention. Its agents and allies in
Venezuela aim to overthrow the gov-
ernment, so they have tried to build a
situation of dual power and convince
the military, with outside encourage-
ment, to back their coup.

Friends of Venezuela must speak
out in support of the revolutionary
process and the right of Venezuelans
to elect their constituent assem-
bly in peace and without outside
interference.

Morning Star &

Don’t tell me what 1o wear

Hundreds of women marched
through Turkey’s biggest city
Istanbul last weekend to protest
at the violence and animosity they
face from men demanding that
they dress more conservatively.

The march, dubbed: “Don’t
interfere in what I wear”, started in
the Kadikoy district on the Asian
side of the city as women chanted
slogans and carried denim shorts
on hangers as examples of the type
of clothing some men claim to find
unacceptable.

“We will not obey, be silenced,
be afraid. We will win through
resistance,” the crowds chanted,
holding up posters and LGBT rain-
bow flags.

Istanbul has long been seen as
a relatively liberal city for women
and gay people, but President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and his Muslim
Brotherhood-rooted Justice and

Development Party have shown
little interest in expanding rights for
minorities, gays and women and are
intolerant of dissent.

Protesters said that there had
been an increasing number of verbal
and physical attacks on women for
their choice of clothing.

In one incident in June, Asena
Melisa Saglam was attacked by a
man on a bus in Istanbul for wear-
ing shorts during the Muslim holy
month of Ramadan. Video of the
incident showed the man hitting her
while the bus driver watched.

“Aren’t you ashamed of dress-
ing like this during Ramadan?” the
footage showed the man asking.

Canan Kaymakci was harassed
on the street in Istanbul when a man
accused her of wearing provocative
clothing, warning her to be care-
ful because she was “turning people
on.”

War, Peace and Independence
Keep Australia out of US Wars

Aysegul Terzi was called a devil
and kicked by a man on a public
bus, also for wearing shorts, with
footage showing the man telling her
that those who wear shorts “should
die.”

The march was joined by sev-
eral members of the gay and trans-
gender community, after Istanbul’s
pride march was banned by authori-
ties in late June.

Since Erdogan took office
nearly 15 years ago, restrictions on
wearing the headscarf have been
eased and more women have chosen
to wear it.

The march saw several women
protesting against criticism that they
have faced for wearing headscarves.

Participants carried posters pro-
claiming: “Don’t interfere with my
headscarf, shorts, clothing.”
Morning Star &

IPAN National Conference 2017

September 8th - 10th
Melbourne

Public Forum

Friday 8 September 7:00 pm Jasper Hotel Conference Centre, 489 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne (BD — $10 entry

Conference

Saturday/Sunday 9-10 September MUA — Victorian Branch Building, 46-54 Ireland Street, West Melbourne

$50/530 per day (including lunch)

Bookings: www.irybooking.com/286873

IPAN, Independent and Peaceful Australia Network, is a growing network of community organisations, trade unions, church groups and
concerned people, coordinating national campaigns around our aims. These workshops will help to plan the focus of these campaigns to

WWW.ipan.org.au

build the movement for peace and independence.
www.facebook.com /IndependentAndPeacefulAustralioNetwork  ipan.australia@gmail.com

Bhutan: The Doklam (Donglang) tri-junction is an area that lies
between the tiny Himalayan kingdom of Bhutan, China and India.
Chinese soldiers had arrived with bulldozers and excavators, and
were reported to be building a high-mountain road towards Bhutan
near India’s border which apparently India had earlier objected
to. China has claimed that they were constructing the road within
their territory that is historically considered part of the delimitation
of the boundary of Sikkim and Tibet which was agreed by Great
Britain and China in 1890. China’s foreign ministry said that Beijing
would make no compromises on the border issue. This is a low
point for bilateral relations since the Sino-Indian war in 1962,
with difficulties recently getting India on board with the Silk Road
Economic Belt and the 21st century Maritime Silk Road. Bhutan
joined India in boycotting May’s Belt and Road Summit in Beijing.

Philippines: In a very worrying development in Mindanao,
the Philippines’ Congress on Saturday approved President
Duterte’s request to extend martial law over the whole island of
Mindanao till the end of 2017. Given the track record of gross
human rights violations already committed during the term
of Duterte government in the war against drugs thus far, the
extension of martial law will only lead to further militarisation
and more human rights abuses. The Communist Party of the
Philippines and a number of political organisations have con-
demned this new development as part of a continuing attack on
workers. Protest camps have been set up by workers in Manila
and will be the focus of anti-martial law demonstrations as the
struggle to remove the martial law of Mindanao continues.

Cambodia: At the Chung Fai Knitwear factory in Cambodia,
around 208 workers are still fighting for justice one year on from
the sudden closure of their factory. On July 1 2016, these work-
ers, mostly women, were terminated without notice, without
severance pay and without receiving their final salaries for the
previous month. The factory in question was producing products
for the famous UK brands, Marks and Spencer and Bonmarche,
as well as Canadian brand Nygard. The workers are now
demanding that the companies behind the sudden closure of
the factors compensate them for their labour and loss of jobs.

India: Activists have become outraged following a number of
deaths of people working in the sewer system of New Delhi. In the
last 100 days, 39 workers have died during sewer cleaning and
these deaths were not rare occurrences. Activists have said that
despite providing documents for 56 workers who died while clean-
ing sewers, they have yet to be identified by authorities, preventing
their families from getting any compensation or peace of mind.

Andrew E Rayment
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Ban the bag

A nationwide ban on single-
use plastic bags has never been
closer! And with Environment
Ministers meeting [last] Friday to
discuss the issue, we’ve got a small
window of opportunity to push the
last remaining states over the line.

This month, one after another,
supermarket giants Woolworths,
Coles and Harris Farms all announced

that they will ban lightweight single-
use plastic bags in their stores from
next year. It was a huge moment in
the campaign to ban the bag, and a
massive victory for people power.

But two states are dragging their
feet — NSW and Victoria. They have
given us the silent treatment and have
refused to listen to the hundreds of
thousands of people like you calling
for a state-wide ban.

Right now, it’s a race to see who
will be the last to announce a ban. I
know if I were NSW Premier Gladys
Berejiklian or Victorian Premier
Daniel Andrews I’d be desperate not
to win that particular wooden spoon.

In Australia, we use 4 billion
bags every year, or an eye-water-
ing 10 million every day. That’s bad
news for fish, turtles and birds, who
ingest them once they’ve ended up in
our oceans and waterways.

In Lord Howe Island in the
Tasman Sea, one bird was found
with over 200 pieces of plastic in its
stomach. That’s symptomatic of the
trail of marine devastation left by our
plastic consumption.

But the campaign to ban the bag
has been steadily gathering pace over
recent years, in Australia and around
the world. South Australia, Tasmania,
the ACT, the Northern Territory and
Queensland have all stepped up
and banned the bag. Add to that list
countries like Rwanda, Italy, China,
Bangladesh and Macedonia as well
as many more partial bans and fees
per bag imposed elsewhere.

It’s high time for Australia’s
remaining states to get with the
program.

Let’s win this.

Sam, Max, Alix and the team
Greenpeace Australia Pacific

Water threat dire
consequences

Did you catch Four Corners on the
Murray-Darling Basin Plan?

It revealed how water destined
to restore the health of wetlands,
rivers and the birds that depend on
them, is being siphoned off by big
agribusinesses.

The interests of a powerful few
are undermining the Murray-Darling
Basin Plan: our best chance for a
healthy Basin for communities and
birds. From wetlands to woodlands,
the Murray-Darling Basin provides
important habitat for hundreds of
native bird species, including the
Endangered Australasian Bittern and
Australian Painted Snipe.

We’ve known for some time that
the Basin Plan was under threat and

Guardian

there is compelling evidence that bird
populations are continuing to decline
as a result.

Earlier this year, we pro-
filed Macquarie Marshes in our
Key Biodiversity Areas in Danger
Report, highlighting the dire conse-
quences for our native birdlife if the
Australian government endorses pro-
posed amendments to the Basin Plan
that would see the amount of water
allocated to our rivers and wetlands
significantly reduced.

Our birdlife are at risk of losing
the water they need to survive.

The Four Corners episode
simply demonstrates how important
it is that our state and federal gov-
ernments commit to delivering the
Murray Darling Basin Plan in time
and in full.

Paul Sullivan
CEO BirdLife Australia

by
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Avtomation,
robots in
developing
countries

Deepening use of automation is threatening mass displacement of
jobs everywhere, and developing countries could be the worst hit.

Last year Uber started testing
driverless cars, with humans
inside to make corrections in
case something goes wrong. If the
tests go well, Uber will presum-
ably replace its present army of
drivers with fleets of the new cars.
Some personally-owned cars can
already do automatic parking. Is
it a matter of time before Uber,
taxis and personal vehicles will all
be smart enough to bring us from
point A to point B without our
having to do anything ourselves?

But in this application of “artifi-
cial intelligence”, in which machines
can have human cognitive functions
built into them, what will happen
to jobs? It is estimated that in the
US alone, 4-5 million drivers of
trucks and taxis could be rendered
unemployed.

The driverless vehicle is just one
example of the technological revolu-
tion that is going to drastically trans-
form the world of work and living.
There is concern that the march of
automation tied with digital technol-
ogy will cause dislocation in many
factories and offices, and eventually
lead to mass unemployment.

Just a day before he left office,
former US President Barack Obama
warned in a farewell interview that
“jobs are going away because of
automation and that’s going to accel-
erate”, pointing to “driverless Uber”
and “displacement that’s going to
take place in office buildings across
the country”.

The new technologies will cause

uncontrollable disruption and add
to the social discontent and politi-
cal upheaval in the West which had
fuelled the anti-establishment votes
for Brexit and Donald Trump.

Recent studies are showing that
deepening use of automation will
cause widespread disruption in many
sectors and even whole economies.
Worse, it is the developing countries
that are estimated to lose the most,
and this will exacerbate the already
great global inequalities.

The risk of automation to jobs
in developing countries is estimat-
ed to range from 55-85%, accord-
ing to a study in 2016 by Oxford
University’s Martin School and Citi.
Major emerging economies will be at
high risk, including China (77%) and
India (69%), higher than the OECD
developed countries’ average risk of
57%.

The Oxford-Citi report, The
future is not what it used to be, pro-
vides many reasons the automation
revolution will be particularly disrup-
tive in the developing countries.

Firstly, there is “premature
deindustrialisation” taking place
as manufacturing is becoming less
labour-intensive and many devel-
oping countries have reached the
peak of their manufacturing jobs.
Manufacturing processes are more
automated today, also in low- and
middle-income developing countries.

Secondly, while 20th-century
technologies allowed companies
to shift production abroad to take
advantage of cheap labour, recent

developments in robotics and addi-
tive manufacturing now enable firms
to locate production closer to domes-
tic markets in automated factories.
Seventy percent of clients surveyed
believe automation and 3D printing
developments will encourage com-
panies to move their manufacturing
close to home.

China, South-East Asia and
Latin America have the most to lose
from this relocation, while North
America, Europe and Japan are the
main winners.

Thirdly, “the impact of auto-
mation may be more disruptive for
developing countries, due to lower
levels of consumer demand and lim-
ited social safety nets” as compared
with the developed countries, accord-
ing to a summary of the Oxford
Martin School report.

The report warns that developing
countries may even have to rethink
their overall development models as
the old ones that were successful in
generating growth in the past will not
work anymore.

“In the light of these technologi-
cal developments, industrialisation is
likely to yield substantially less man-
ufacturing employment in the next
generation of emerging economies
than in the countries preceding them.
Hence it will be increasingly difficult
for African and South American man-
ufacturing firms to create jobs in the
same numbers that Asian countries
have done. In other words, today’s
low-income countries will not have
the same possibility of achieving
rapid growth by shifting workers from
farms to higher-paying factory jobs.”

Instead of export-led manufac-
turing growth, developing countries

will need to search for new growth
models, said the report. “Service-
led growth constitutes one option,
but many low-skill services are now
becoming equally automatable.”

It cites a World Bank report
showing that developing countries
are highly susceptible to their work-
force being affected by increas-
ing automation, even relative to
advanced economies where labour
costs are high. Moreover, countries
with lower levels of GDP per capita
typically have a higher share of their
workforce at risk.

“Thus there are reasons to
be concerned about the future of
income convergence, as low income
countries are relatively vulner-
able to automation,” concludes the
report. Another series of reports, by
McKinsey Global Institute, found
that 49% of present work activities
can be automated with currently
demonstrated technology, and this
translates into $15.8 trillion in wages
and 1.1 billion jobs globally. About
60% of all occupations could see
30% or more of their activities auto-
mated and 5% of jobs can be entirely
automated. But more reassuringly, an
author of the report, James Manyika,
says the changes will take decades.

How automation affects jobs
will not be decided simply by what
is technically feasible. Other factors
include economics, labour markets,
regulations and social attitudes.

Which jobs are most suscepti-
ble? While most people think they
would be in manufacturing, in fact
many jobs in services will also be
disrupted. The McKinsey study lists
accommodations and food services
as the most vulnerable sector in the

!

US, followed by manufacturing and
retail.

In accommodations and food,
73% of activities workers perform
can be automated, including prepar-
ing, cooking or serving food, clean-
ing food-preparation areas, preparing
beverages and collecting dirty dishes.

In manufacturing, 59% of all
activities can be automated, espe-
cially physical activities or operating
machinery in a predictable environ-
ment. Activities range from packag-
ing products to loading materials on
production equipment to welding to
maintaining equipment.

For retailing, 53% of activities
are automatable. They include stock
management, packing objects, main-
taining sales records, gathering cus-
tomer and product information, and
accounting.

A technology specialist writer
and consultant, Shelly Palmer, has
also listed elite white-collar jobs that
are at risk from “robots” — which
she defines as technologies, such as
machine learning algorithms running
on purpose-built computer platforms,
that have been trained to perform
tasks that currently require humans to
perform. Those she assessed would
be displaced include middle manag-
ers, salespersons, report writers, jour-
nalists and announcers, accountants,
bookkeepers and doctors.

For the developing countries in
general, there will have to be much
thinking of the implications of the
new technologies for their immediate
and long-term economic prospects,
and a major rethinking of economic
and development strategies is also
called for.

Third World Resurgence &
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Mainstream media outlets gave
minimal attention to the news that
the US Naval station in Virginia
Beach had on May 11 spilled an
estimated 94,000 gallons of jet
fuel into a nearby waterway less
than a mile from the Atlantic
Ocean. While the incident was by
no means as catastrophic as some
other pipeline spills, it underscores
an important yet little-known
fact — that the US Department of
Defence is both the nation’s and
the world’s largest polluter.

Producing more hazardous
waste than the five largest US chem-
ical companies combined, the US
Department of Defence has left its
toxic legacy throughout the world in
the form of depleted uranium, oil, jet
fuel, pesticides, defoliants like Agent
Orange and lead, among others.

In 2014, the former head of the
Pentagon’s environmental program
told Newsweek that her office has to
contend with 39,000 contaminated
areas spread across 19 million acres
just in the US alone.

US military bases, both domestic
and foreign, consistently rank among
some of the most polluted places in
the world, as perchlorate and other
components of jet and rocket fuel
contaminate sources of drinking
water, aquifers and soil. Hundreds
of military bases can be found on
the US Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA)’s list of Superfund
sites, which qualify for clean-up
grants from the government. Almost
900 of the nearly 1,200 Superfund
sites in the US are abandoned mili-
tary facilities or sites that otherwise
support military needs, not counting
the military bases themselves.

“Almost every military site in
this country is seriously contami-
nated,” John D Dingell, a retired
Michigan congressman and war vet-
eran, told Newsweek in 2014.

Camp Lejeune in Jacksonville,
North Carolina is one such base.
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Lejeune’s contamination became
widespread and even deadly after
its groundwater was polluted with
a sizeable amount of carcinogens
from 1953 to 1987. However, it was
not until this February that the gov-
ernment allowed those exposed to
chemicals at Lejeune to make offi-
cial compensation claims.

Numerous bases abroad have
also contaminated local drinking
water supplies, most famously the
Kadena Air Force Base in Okinawa,
Japan.

In addition, the US, which has
conducted more nuclear weapons
tests than all other nations combined,
is also responsible for the massive
amount of radiation that continues
to contaminate many islands in the
Pacific Ocean.

The Marshall Islands, where the
US dropped more than 60 nuclear
weapons between 1946 and 1958,
are a particularly notable example.
Inhabitants of the Marshall Islands
and nearby Guam continue to expe-
rience an exceedingly high rate of
cancer.

The US Southwest was also the
site of numerous nuclear weapons
tests that contaminated large swaths
of land. Navajo Indian reservations
have been polluted by long-aban-
doned uranium mines where nuclear
material was obtained by US military
contractors.

One of the most recent testaments
to the US military’s horrendous envi-
ronmental record is Iraq. US military
action there has resulted in the deser-
tification of 90% of Iraqi territory,
crippling the country’s agricultural
industry and forcing it to import more
than 80 percent of its food.

The US’s use of depleted ura-
nium in Iraq during the Gulf War
also caused a massive environmen-
tal burden for Iraqis. In addition, the
US military’s policy of using open-
air burn pits to dispose of waste from
the 2003 invasion has caused a surge
in cancer among US servicemen and
Iraqi civilians alike.

Sydney

US military is
world’s largest polluter

While the US military’s past
environmental record suggests that
its current policies are not sustain-
able, this has by no means dissuaded
the US military from openly planning
future contamination of the environ-
ment through misguided waste dis-
posal efforts. Last November, the US
Navy announced its plan to release
20,000 tons of environmental “stres-
sors”, including heavy metals and
explosives, into the coastal waters
of the US Pacific Northwest over the
course of this year.

The plan, laid out in the Navy’s
Northwest Training and Testing
Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS), fails to mention that these
“stressors” are described by the EPA
as known hazards, many of which are
highly toxic at both acute and chronic
levels.

The 20,000 tons of “stressors”
mentioned in the EIS do not account
for the additional 4.7 to 14 tons of
“metals with potential toxicity” that
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the Navy plans to release annual-
ly, from now on, into inland waters
along the Puget Sound in Washington
state.

In response to concerns about
these plans, a Navy spokeswom-
an said that heavy metals and even
depleted uranium are no more dan-
gerous than any other metal, a state-
ment that represents a clear rejection
of scientific fact. It seems that the
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very US military operations meant
to “keep Americans safe” come at a
higher cost than most people realise
— a cost that will be felt for genera-
tions to come both within the United
States and abroad.

*Whitney Webb

is a contributor to MintPress News
(www.mintpressnews.com), from
which this article is reproduced. &
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Algeria

5,000 police used against energy workers

Hundreds of trade unionists from
IndustriALL Global Union’s
electricity and gas affiliate,
SNATEGS, had gathered in the
Mediterranean port of Bejaia for
the March of Shame against state
energy company Sonelgaz.

However, they were met by an
extreme and unwarranted police
operation. Bejaia was effectively
closed off by police barricades and
more than 50 vehicles and anti-riot
trucks blocked access to the city.

SNATEGS President, Raouf
Mellal, was one of the hundreds of
people arbitrarily arrested in a strat-
egy to prevent the trade unionists’
right to peaceful assembly.

In light of the extraordinary
police provocation and not wishing
to endanger its members, SNATEGS
called off the march advising its
members to comply with the secu-
rity forces and avoid any clashes or
disturbances that could harm public
safety. SNATEGS said it issued
the advice in order to safeguard its
image as a responsible and peaceful
organization.

“We deplore the excessive
behaviour on the part of the secu-
rity forces, which aims to hide our
actions and prevent the world from
seeing the true extent of our support
and strength as workers’ representa-
tiveness in the SONELGAZ group,”
said SNATEGS in a statement on
July 24.

SNATEGS members had trav-
elled from across the country to

take part in the march, which fol-
lows a series of well-supported
strikes demanding better wages and
improvements in health and safety
at Sonelgaz. However, in retalia-
tion to the mobilisations this year, 92
SNATEGS members have been fired,
29 workers have been charged with
criminal offences, while more than
900 workers are facing civil charges
for going on strike.

Furthermore, the government
deregistered SNATEGS on May 16,
breaking not only Algerian law but
also ILO Conventions.

The trade union oppression of
SNATEGS and its members, the only
independent union at Sonelgaz repre-
senting some 35,000 workers at the
company, follows the ongoing perse-
cution of its President Raouf Mellal.

Mellal was sentenced in absen-
tia on December 16, 2016 to six
months in prison and a fine of 50,000
Algerian Dinars (US$455), after
being accused of illegally obtaining
documents. These documents, which
were freely available online, exposed
the illicit inflation of electricity bills
by Sonelgaz over a ten-year period
affecting eight million customers.

Mellal has already lost one
appeal against his sentence and will
be allowed one final chance to clear
his name in the courts.

IndustriALL has again written to
Algeria’s Permanent Representative
to the United Nations to condemn the
anti-union oppression of SNATEGS
and its leaders, demanding that the
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SNATEGS union members pose defiantly following their release.

country comply with ILO conven-
tions on freedom of association and
assembly, and that it reinstates all of
the union members who have been
sacked for their union affiliations.
Attacks on trade unions in Algeria
are intensifying and the country was
examined by the Committee on the
Application of Standards (CAS) at
the International Labour Conference
in June for failure to comply with

the ILO Convention 87 on freedom

of association. IndustriALL gave

testimony to the CAS on behalf of

SNATEGS.

In its draft conclusions published
on June 15, the CAS called upon the
Government of Algeria to:

* ensure that the registration of
trade unions in law and in practice
conforms with Convention No.

87,

« ensure that freedom of association
can be exercised in a climate
free of intimidation and without
violence against workers, trade
unions or employers;

« reinstate employees of the
government, terminated based on
anti-union discrimination.

Sonelgaz employs 86,000 people

and is the country’s second largest

enterprise. &

“Propaganda against the state”

More than 1,000 Iranian teachers have
issued a statement calling for the release of
a teacher imprisoned for peacefully advo-
cating for teachers’ rights in the southern
port city of Bushehr.

“We believe the authorities should stop
looking at trade union activities as a secu-
rity threat and unconditionally free Mohsen
Omrani,” said the statement, signed by more
than 1,600 teachers posted on the Telegram
channel belonging to the Iranian Teachers
Trade Association (ITTA) on July 20.

“We believe trade unionists and labour
organisations should give full support to teach-
ers who are fighting to improve the education-
al system and improve teachers’ livelihoods,
especially in rural areas where teachers’ rights
advocates are treated worse by security agen-
cies that hound and persecute them,” continued
the statement.

“Imprisoning Mohsen Omrani will not put
a dent in our struggle for our professional and
educational rights,” added the statement. “We
will continue to insist that everyone, includ-
ing teachers, have a respectable level of living.
We insist on having a free and fair educational
system with high quality standards.”

Omrani, 40, began serving a one-year sen-
tence for “propaganda against the state” on

May 3, 2017. He was arrested in the winter of
2016 by the Intelligence Ministry in Bushehr
and released on bail after being interrogated
for a month.

The teachers’ rights activist was initially
sentenced to six years in prison in July 2016 —
five years for “membership in illegal groups”
and one year for “propaganda against the state.”
The Appeals Court threw out the conviction for
“membership in illegal groups”, but upheld the
sentence for “propaganda against the state” and
banned Omrani from teaching for two years.

“We will use every civil and legal channel
available to attain our rights and achieve our
demands for ending the way security look at
trade unions and freeing our incarcerated col-
leagues, especially Mohsen Omrani,” said the
teacher’s statement.

When Omrani began serving his prison
term in May, his lawyer Amir Raeesian told the
Centre for Human Rights in Iran (CHRI) that
his client was cleared of the initial conviction
for “membership in illegal groups” because the
indictment did not identify the alleged groups.

“Mr Omrani was only engaged in peace-
ful trade union activities,” said Raeesian. “He
wanted to improve the living standards of
teachers and workers.”

Independent unions are not allowed to

operate in Iran, strikers often lose their jobs
and risk arrest, and labour leaders who attempt
to organise workers and bargain collectively are
prosecuted under national security charges and
sentenced to long prison sentences.

A photo shared on social media after his
imprisonment shows Omrani at a gathering
of teachers peacefully protesting the impris-
onment of their colleagues, including former
ITTA secretary general Esmail Abdi.

Since November 2016, Abdi has been serv-
ing a six-year prison sentence on charges of

“propaganda against the state” and “collusion
against national security” for his peaceful activ-
ism in support of labour rights. The verdict was
upheld upon appeal, under pressure from the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps.

The ITTA was formed in 1998 during
the reformist administration of President
Mohammad Khatami. Since its creation, dozens
of its members as well as independent teachers
have been arrested and imprisoned for terms
ranging from four to 15 years for peacefully
defending teachers’ rights. &
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