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The Media, Entertainment & Arts 
Alliance (MEAA), the union and 
industry advocate for Australia’s 
journalists, is deeply concerned by 
the concentration of surveillance 
powers in a new super “Home 
Affairs” ministry without any 
adequate external oversight.

The MEAA believes the cor-
ralling of several government agen-
cies with poor records for observing 
and respecting press freedom and 
transparency into one giant bureauc-
racy, raises profound concerns.

MEAA chief executive offi cer 
Paul Murphy said that the announce-
ment of a super ministry is “deeply 
troubling” for press freedom in 
Australia, coming as it does on the 
back of the announcement on encryp-
tion, the government’s appetite for 
discovering all manner of inconven-
ient information including that which 
is plainly in the public interest, shows 
no sign of being whetted.

“The new Home Affairs minis-
try doesn’t even appear to have the 
support of a range of national secu-
rity specialists and key members of 
the Cabinet,” noted Murphy. “Their 
concerns have been overridden in the 
interests of creating a one-stop shop 
for oppression of public discourse.

“We now have a situation where 
the militarised Australian Border 
Force, with its extreme powers to 
imprison whistle-blowers now sits 
alongside ASIO, with its ability to 
imprison journalists and their sourc-
es for up to 10 years. These two 
agencies will now sit together with 
the Australian Federal Police which 
in April admitted it had illegally 
accessed a journalist’s telecommu-
nications data without a warrant,” 
Murphy said (see MEAA statement 
below).

“It seems the only law reform the 
government is interested in is re-dou-
bling its efforts to punish those who 
dare speak out in the public interest. 
The government seeks utter trans-
parency from its citizens, but is not 
prepared to demonstrate some if its 
own,” he said.

The MEAA’s annual reports into 
the state of press freedom in Australia 
have catalogued the numerous 
attacks and threats against journal-
ists and their sources by Australian 
governments since 2001.

“There is completely inadequate 
oversight of our security agencies. 
The previous Independent National 
Security Legislation Monitor 
(INSLM) resigned less than two 
years into the three-year position, 
citing an ongoing lack of resources. 
It’s unclear when the new Monitor 
will be able to take up the post or 
whether the resources available to 
the Monitor will improve.

“There is real concern that gov-
ernment agencies could once again 
misuse their powers to go after whis-
tle-blowers, to go after journalism. 
There will be appalling consequences 
if extreme powers such as those being 
sought are again misused to perse-
cute journalists and their sources.”

Statement
MEAA is appalled at the rev-

elation an Australian Federal Police 
officer has been able to access a 
journalist’s telecommunications data 
without being granted the necessary 
Journalists Information Warrant.

MEAA has campaigned strong-
ly against the ability of government 
agencies to access journalists’ and 
media companies’ telecommunica-
tions data in order to hunt down and 
identify confi dential sources.

Despite all of the requirements 
put in place before a Journalist 
Information Warrant can be grant-
ed, the system has failed. This is 
an attack on press freedom. It dem-
onstrates that there is very little 
understanding of the press freedom 
concerns that we have been raising 
with politicians and law enforcement 
offi cials for several years now.

The use of journalists’ metadata 
to identify confi dential sources is an 
attempt to go after whistle-blowers 
... This latest example shows that an 
over-zealous and cavalier approach 
to individuals’ metadata is undermin-
ing the right to privacy and the right 
of journalists to work with their con-
fi dential sources.

Background
On Thursday April 13, 2017, all 

telecommunications companies were 
required to retain the metadata for two 
years. The regime is a particular con-
cern for journalists who are ethically 
obliged to protect the identity of con-
fi dential sources. MEAA’s Journalist 
Code of Ethics requires confi dences 
to be respected in all circumstances.

The new regime secretly cir-
cumvents these ethical obliga-
tions and allows 21 government 
agencies to identify and pursue a 
journalist’s sources (without the 
journalist’s knowledge); including 
whistle-blowers who seek to expose 
instances of fraud, dishonesty, cor-
ruption and threats to public health 
and safety. On February 28, 2017 
the Director-General of ASIO told a 
Senate Estimates hearing that ASIO 
had been granted “a small number” 
of Journalist Information Warrants.

MEAA and media organisations 
have repeatedly warned politicians 
of the threat to press freedom in 

these laws. At the last minute, par-
liament created a so-called “safe-
guard” – the Journalist Information 
Warrant scheme and, as part of the 
scheme, a new offi ce was created: 
Public Interest Advocate. However, 
the scheme is no safeguard at all; it is 
merely cosmetic dressing that dem-
onstrates a failure to understand or 
deal with the press freedom threat 
contained in the legislation:
• The Journalist Information 

Warrant scheme was introduced 
without consultation.

• It operates entirely in secret with 
the threat of a two-year jail term 
for reporting the existence of a 
Journalist Information Warrant.

• Public Interest Advocates will be 
appointed by the Prime Minister. 
Advocates will not even represent 
the specifi c interests of journalists 
and media groups who must 
protect the confi dentiality of 
sources.

• There is no reporting or 
monitoring of how the warrants 
will operate.

• Journalists and media 
organisations will never know 
how much of their data has been 
accessed nor how many sources 
and news stories have been 
compromised.

Access all areas
The new scheme, for the most 

part, is warrantless (the exception is 
the Journalist Information Warrants). 
Access is currently limited to 21 
government agencies but this can be 
expanded. This is what they can get 
access to:
• Your account details.
• Phone: the phone number of 

the call or SMS; the time and 
date of those communications; 

the duration of the calls; your 
location, and the device and/
or mobile tower used to send or 
receive the call or SMS.

• Internet: the time, date, sender 
and recipient of your emails; 
the device used; the duration 
of your connection; your IP 
address; possibly the destination 
IP address (if your carrier retains 
that information); your upload and 
download volumes; your location.

Journalist Information Warrants 
will be required if a government 
agency wants to access a journalist’s 
telecommunications data or their 
employer’s telecommunications data 
for the express purpose of identifying 
a journalist’s source.

The 21 government agencies 
include the anti-corruption bodies 
that already have star-chamber 
powers, as well as Border Force, the 
Australian Securities and Investments 
Commission and the Australian 
Crime Commission, and state and 
federal law police forces. ASIO 
does not have to front a court or tri-
bunal; it can apply for a Journalist 
Information Warrant directly to the 
attorney-general.

A journalist can never chal-
lenge a Journalist Information 
Warrant. Everything about Journalist 
Information Warrants is secret. Even 
if someone should discover a warrant 
has been issued, reporting its exist-
ence will result in two years jail.

In short, journalists and their 
media employers will never know if 
a warrant has been sought for their 
telecommunications data and will 
never know if a warrant has been 
granted or refused or how many of 
their news stories and their confi -
dential sources’ identities have been 
compromised. 

One-stop shop for oppressionOne-stop shop for oppression
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Last week marked the fourth national election in East Timor 
since its hard-won independence 15 years ago. Fretilin, the 
party whose members and supporters led the struggle for na-
tional liberation from Indonesia, appear to have won the largest 
number of votes along with the National Congress for Timorese 
Reconstruction. Both have been in a government of national unity 
since 2015. Australia’s malefi cent role still hangs over East Timor’s 
history of struggle for independence.

It includes successive Australian governments’ stand-over 
treatment of East Timor over the exploitation of the oil and gas 
resources of the Timor Gap, an act of theft and plunder that is 
refl ected in the declining respect for Australia in the Asian region 
and in Australia being regarded as a US “sheriff” in the region, a 
role confi rmed in the present as preparations increase for a major 
military offensive in concert with a growing US occupation force 
in Australia’s north.

The people of East Timor, after years of Portuguese and then 
Indonesian colonialism, remain among the poorest in the world. 
The winning of their independence after years of armed struggle 
and the existence of rich oil and gas resources off the East Timorese 
coast should have opened the door to a better future, but this is 
being denied them by Australia’s ongoing policies. The foundation 
for this theft of East Timor’s natural resources was laid in an 
agreement between the Indonesian and Australian governments 
in 1972 in which one of the main gas fi elds, Greater Sunrise, was 
put mainly in Australian waters.

Disputes between nations concerning rights to territorial waters 
are usually settled by adherence to the half-way mark. This is 
the principle enshrined in the UN’s Law of the Sea. If this were 
to be the case most of the Greater Sunrise fi eld would belong to 
East Timor.

However, in 2002 Australia withdrew from the UN Convention 
on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and from the International Court 
of Justice’s jurisdiction on maritime boundary questions. The then 
Howard government delayed ratifying the Timor Sea Treaty it had 
made with East Timor until the deadline was reached, leaving 
East Timor with the choice of either demanding greater revenues 
and perhaps risking the collapse of the agreement, or accepting 
Australia’s terms.

East Timor’s President at the time, Xanana Gusmao, stated: 
“We’re not asking too much from Australia. What belongs to us 
is ours. We hope Australia can understand that. They still haven’t 
agreed when to start maritime border negotiations”.

The Australian government’s principle however is “What be-
longs to us is ours and what belongs to you is also ours.” Is it any 
wonder that Australia is becoming increasingly seen in the Asian 
region and further afi eld as a pariah state devoid of principles 
with a successive number of predator governments?

Under the UN International Law of the Sea, all the areas pres-
ently being drilled are in East Timor’s half of the Sea. The reason 
Australian governments forced East Timor, the poorest nation in 
our region, to defer making a decision on the maritime boundary 
for 50 years is precisely because they know that Australia’s position 
is untenable under international law.

At issue in the maritime border dispute are royalties estimated at 
between $10 billion and $20 billion over the next 30 years. Australia 
has sucked in over $2 billion from royalties on the oil and gas in 
question since 1999. With its fair share of these funds, East Timor 
could meet the needs of its people and build some fi nancial security.

East Timor has refused to ratify the Timor Sea Treaty. It wants 
Australia to return to the jurisdiction of the International Court of 
Justice and UNCLOS for the adjudication of the maritime boundary.

Australia’s collusion with Indonesia in the past, its benefi ting 
from Indonesia’s occupation by the Timor Gap oil treaty with 
Indonesia, its arming and training of Indonesian military, means 
that Australia shares responsibility with Indonesia for the past 
decades of murder, torture and terrorism against the people of 
East Timor.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
If we say that it is not the Party but the trade unions that put up 
candidates and administrate, it may sound very democratic and might 
help us to catch a few votes, but not for long. It will be fatal for the 
dictatorship of the proletariat.

VI Lenin, 1920
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PRESS FUND

Last week US President Trump declared “American might is 
second to none”. But that’s its greatest weakness, because its 
vast military expenditure has impoverished its people. With 
the pathetic “Obamacare” medical benefits scheme about to be 
“allowed to die”, millions of US citizens will lose health cover, with 
many unable to pay for treatment. Wages and salaries are falling, 
and US citizens live in fear of criminals and the police. For all its 
“might” the US is a vast social welfare basket case. We’re doing 
our bit to raise public consciousness about the failings of big-time 
capitalism, but we really need contributions to the Press Fund, 
so please send us something for the next issue if you possibly can. 
Many thanks to this week’s supporters, as follows: 
Max Hunt: Congratulations Max on turning 94 years young 
and never wavering in your support and work for socialism and 
workers’ rights. It was a pleasure working with you for a decade 
on the Guardian in your retirement. Donna $50
G Ditura $5, C Greer $50, MM $10, “Rough Red” $5, 
“Round Figure” $10
This week’s total $130 Progressive total: $4,140

Australia’s malefi cent role 
in East Timor

Qld Youth 
horrors revealed

Stories of children being locked 
up, hogtied and sedated while in 
youth detention have been exposed 
after previously censored infor-
mation from an offi cial report was 
revealed.

The uncensored version of 
the Independent Review of Youth 
Detention report was released by the 
Queensland government recently, 
revealing the abuses took place at 
Cleveland Youth Detention Centre 
in Townsville. This adds to the 
litany of abuses of children in deten-
tion around Australia, including the 
Northern Territory’s Don Dale and 
Victoria’s Barwon prison.

Amnesty International Australia 
Indigenous rights campaign-
er Roxanne Moore said Australia 
urgently needs a national approach 
to stop abuse of children in youth 
detention.

“These fi ndings paint a grim pic-
ture of the abuse that children suffer 
– particularly Indigenous children – 
in Queensland’s youth detention,” 
she said.

Many of the incidents related to 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
children, who are 27 times more 
likely to be detained than other chil-
dren in Queensland.

The report cites several instances 
in 2013 when Cleveland staff “hog-
tied” children at risk of self-harm, in 
order to sedate them.

In the hog-tie position, staff 
cuffed children’s hands and 
ankles while they lay on the fl oor. 
Their hands and feet were then 
linked together behind their back. 
Sometimes children were also put in 
a helmet.

“It’s sickening that successive 
Queensland governments allowed 
detention staff to hog-tie and then 
sedate vulnerable kids. It’s cruel, 
inhuman and degrading treatment, 
in violation of international law,” 
Moore said.

“Three oversight bodies were 
made aware of this practice over sev-
eral years, and all allowed it to con-
tinue. Queensland must make sure 
abuses never happen again, by imme-
diately putting in place a completely 
independent Inspector of Custodial 
Services.

“These violations add to the 
mountain of evidence of abuse 
of children in detention around 
Australia. It’s clear we need a fed-
eral overhaul to protect all children 
in the justice system, and Prime 
Minister Malcolm Turnbull must 
commit to a national action plan on 
youth justice.

“This review has confi rmed the 
urgency for all 60 of the 17-year-olds 
in adult prisons to be transferred out 
immediately. There must be bipar-
tisan commitment so these horrors 
don’t happen again.”

The Queensland government 
has adopted all the Review’s recom-
mendations, including prohibiting 
hog-tying.

Other worrying fi ndings include: 
• excessive use of force, 

unnecessary use of solitary 
confi nement, and broken 
complaint and investigative 
procedures, including missing 
CCTV footage; 

• inappropriate use of restraints, 
including on an Indigenous boy 
who was held on the ground 
and handcuffed in front of 
Elders during NAIDOC Week 
celebrations;

• staff punished children by putting 
them in solitary confi nement, 
using restraints, and depriving 
them of food, drink and prescribed 
medications;

• a boy’s clothes were cut off with 
a knife and he was left naked in 
solitary confi nement. The incident 
was found to be excessive use of 
force and to breach the principles 
of the Youth Justice Act 1992 
(Qld); and

• the “unfair, unjust and 
unreasonable” treatment of a 
17-year-old in an adult prison, 
who was put in restraints and a 
helmet after repeatedly pressing 
an intercom button.

Koori Mail 

Adelaide

Chris White – Reminiscences
Sunday 24 September

Doors open at 1:00pm Event: 2:00pm - 5:00pm 

Star Theatre– 145 Sir Donald Bradman Drive Hilton 
Celebrate the contributions Chris White has made to political activism in South Australia, 

nationally and internationally. Advocate. Unionist. Peace activist. Socialist. Artist.

Includes an open mic
Drinks provided – Please bring food to share

More information: Please contact Kathryn Moyle: kathrynmoyle@internode.on.net
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Peter Mac

One Nation leader Pauline Hanson 
recently called on the government 
to slash the ABC’s budget. She 
was infuriated because the ABC 
had just broadcast a brilliant Four 
Corners program on her dictato-
rial rule over her party. 

But the national broadcaster’s 
budget has already been slashed. 
Spending on documentary and fac-
tual TV material increased by 7.2 
percent, but the number of hours of 
fi rst-release programs fell by 78 per-
cent, to a mere 137 hours over the 
entire year.

In the last financial year the 
ABC’s allocation for programs 
other than news and current affairs 
was nine percent lower than in 
2013/2014. For drama and comedy 
fi ction, the fi nancial allocation fell 
by 18 percent and the number of 
program hours by 33 percent, com-
pared with the 2011/12 fi nancial year. 
Children’s program hours fell by 13 
percent and its funding by 16 percent 
over the same period.

By July 2019, the national broad-
caster will have suffered overall 
funding cuts of more than $355 mil-
lion over fi ve years. The result is evi-
dent in its programming.

Sixty nine percent of what the 
ABC broadcasts is Australian con-
tent, but much of that comprises 
repeat programs, and drama content 
has fallen below the minimum stand-
ards for commercial TV.

So far, outstanding programs like 
Four Corners have been spared the 
axe, but ABC current events pro-
gramming is beginning to be dom-
inated by “cheap-as-chips” panel 
and interview shows. While they’re 
often entertaining, they are no sub-
stitute for on-the-spot news and in-
depth current events coverage or new 
drama and comedy.

Other battlefronts
The government has not endorsed 

Hanson’s enraged demands for even 
further cuts to ABC programming, 
but it appears to have similar objec-
tives itself. The constant year-by-year 
cuts to the ABC budget, combined 
with rising production costs, mean 

that sooner or later the national 
broadcaster will have to make dras-
tic decisions about its programs and 
its area of media operations.

Digital broadcasting has carved 
a huge slice from the national view-
ing audience for standard free-to-air 
TV broadcasts, and has hastened the 
decline of the press. The commercial 
channels have failed to meet the high 
standard set by the ABC for news and 
current event coverage, and are strug-
gling to cope with the advent of dig-
ital news broadcasts.

The current media laws restrict 
the number of media outlets a cor-
poration can control in a particular 
region. However, the recent collapse 
of Channel 10 is now being used by 
the commercial media to argue that 
the laws should be changed in order 
to allow another media corporation 
to save Channel 10, which they say 
is of major social importance to the 
Australian people! The Turnbull gov-
ernment is, of course, lending a sym-
pathetic ear to their pleas.

But one of the major impedi-
ments to the plans of the commercial 
media tycoons is the continued exist-
ence and operation of the ABC. Its 
programs like Media Watch and Q&A 
are hated by the commercial media, 
which is quick to attack the ABC for 
real or imagined failings, but can’t 
stand the analytical critical spotlight 
being turned on itself. 

The ABC is also a competitor 
for major sporting and social events. 
But one of the biggest problems for 
the mass media is digital broadcast-
ing, in which the ABC is playing a 
major role.

Since the introduction of digital 
news, commercial media bosses have 
demanded that the ABC abandon dig-
ital news broadcasting or even leave 
this media fi eld altogether. To further 
this end, the commercial broadcast-
ers have been a constant critic of the 
ABC, and the Murdoch empire has 
been the most strident.

Much of the criticism has been 
directed towards the ABC’s multicul-
tural policy, and its attacks have pro-
voked violent verbal abuse by groups 
like “Aussie Nationalist”, who have 
called for the deportation of not only 
outspoken personalities like Yassmin 

Abdel-Magied and Waleed Aly, but 
also Chinese investors and Apex 
gang members!

But the main focus of the com-
mercial media has been on the insti-
tution itself.

Weakened, privatised 
or destroyed

Ranald MacDonald, former 
Melbourne Age editor and represent-
ative of Friends of the ABC, recently 
commented: “Make no mistake about 
it, the right generally would like to 
see the ABC weakened or privatised 
or destroyed. Rupert Murdoch and 
his cheer squad seek to benefi t fi nan-
cially if the ABC no longer [exists] or 
[is no longer] able to compete.

“The coalition’s media law 
‘reforms’ (note the term, as it really 
means changes to benefi t big media 
players) is yet another example with 
changes proposed to ownership to 
allow access to high profi le/rating 

events. This results from government 
kowtowing to media proprietors.”

July 1 marked the 85th anniver-
sary of the founding of the ABC. The 
national broadcaster has consistently 
met its public obligation to pursue the 
truth, foster informed public debate 
on important social issues, and pro-
duce news and current affairs pro-
grams that expose governments, 
corporations and other organisations 
whose actions are contrary to the 
interests of the Australian people.

And that is precisely what the 
commercial mass media, their corpo-
rate sponsors and conservative gov-
ernments loathe about the national 
broadcaster.

ABC comedy and drama shows 
have proven to be extremely impor-
tant elements of Australian culture. 
The commercial channels rarely 
have programs of equivalent value, 
other than repeats of ABC or BBC 
productions, or extensions of series 
that began on the ABC. And they 

certainly don’t have the same level 
of social criticism or satirical qual-
ity evident in former ABC shows like 
Kath and Kim or the superbly subtle 
Clarke and Dawes interviews.

The battle is now on to ensure 
that further funding cuts do not force 
the ABC to cease producing drama 
and comedy altogether, or to abandon 
digital broadcasting. To stimulate 
public awareness of the importance 
of this struggle, Friends of the ABC 
is launching a campaign to ascertain 
the public’s view of the ABC, and to 
promote the Friend’s vision of the 
role and importance of the national 
broadcaster.

As MacDonald said bluntly: 
“The ABC is not perfect, but this 
country desperately needs an ABC 
able fi nancially and committed to ful-
fi lling its Charter requirements for all 
Australians. Further, it needs ... to be 
free of political interference.” 

From the archives The Guardian, November 2000

ABC faces 
death of a thousand cuts
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Elderly nursing home residents, nursing and care 
staff are the victims of the “blame game” between 
Southern Cross Care (SCC) and the federal govern-
ment over a decision by SCC to slash over 2,000 
crucial nursing hours from its aged care facilities, 
according to the Australian Nursing Midwifery 
Federation (ANMF).

Despite recording a profi t of over $6 million in 
Queensland alone for the fi nancial year ended June 30, 
2016, the national provider has tried to blame the fed-
eral government for the devastating nursing cuts, claim-
ing a $1.2 billion reduction in funding to the aged care 
sector had “forced Southern Cross Care to review its 
operations”.

“SCC blames the government and the government 
blames SCC. Quite frankly, it doesn’t matter who’s to 
blame. Unlike SCC, we only care about the elderly nurs-
ing home residents who will be missing out on care and 
their nursing and care staff who will lose their jobs, or 
have their working hours dramatically reduced. They’re 
the victims of this blame game,” ANMF federal secretary, 
Lee Thomas, said.

“Unfortunately, with no regulatory framework ensur-
ing minimum staffi ng levels in nursing homes in place, 
the federal government is allowing providers like SCC 
to get away with cutting thousands of nursing and care 
hours for elderly residents, many of whom have highly 
complex needs.

“All providers have to do under current regulation, 
is provide what they deem to be an ‘appropriate’ level 
of care. That’s not good enough. Unless the government 

introduces minimum staffi ng levels and ties funding to the 
provision of decent, safe care, nursing home residents and 
nurses and carers will continue to suffer.”

In the ACT, SCC was investigated over an incident 
where an elderly resident had 50 maggots in his lesions, 
another inquiry found it failed standards for clinical 
and behavioural management and skin care and in one 
Tasmanian facility, residents were left in bed and served 
cold food due to staffi ng shortages. “We dread to think 
what’s going to happen if the federal government allows 
SCC to go ahead and slash thousands of nursing and care 
hours across its facilities.

“As a not for profi t provider which claims to ‘look 
after’ people, SCC should be putting its elderly residents 
before any clumsy attempts to cut costs by sacking nurs-
ing and care staff in an effort to improve their fi nancial 
position even further.”

In addition to nursing homes in Queensland, ANMF 
members employed at Southern Cross in South Australia 
are also fi ghting against a reduction to staffi ng hours 
across fi ve sites. The Branch has notifi ed a dispute to 
the Fair Work Commission, whilst in Tasmania qualifi ed 
carers under enterprise agreement hourly rates are being 
paid ($20.83) which are under the Award.

“The government is abrogating their responsibility 
if they do not step in and ensure that the funding they 
provide is enough to guarantee that vulnerable residents 
receive decent, safe care which must include minimum 
staffi ng requirements for nurses and carers. We can no 
longer trust the facilities to simply tick a box and say they 
provide ‘adequate’ care,” Thomas added. 

Aged care cuts

Employer plays blame game

Exploitation Updates
The Transport Workers’ Union is calling for an investigation into the 
transport industry after six people were killed in truck crashes across 
NSW in 24 hours last week. Police reported three separate crashes 
involving trucks: two people were killed north of Gloucester, two people 
were killed near Sutton Forest and two people were killed at Bendemeer.

“Our thoughts are with the family and friends of those killed in the last 24 
hours in these crashes which are still under investigation. The trucking 
community knows all too well of the devastating effect of horrifi c crash-
es like these,” said TWU national assistant secretary Michael Kaine.

“Deaths from truck crashes have increased dramatically in the 
past year, since the federal government abolished the one inde-
pendent tribunal which was investigating safety in trucking. The 
government knew this would happen since its own report showed 
the tribunal was cutting truck crash fatalities by 28 percent. We are 
demanding action and that the pressures on transport operators and 
drivers be looked at with a view to making our industry safer,” he added.

The union says that the margins are tight for transport operators and 
this is resulting in drivers forced to speed, drive long hours and skip 
mandatory rest breaks. Thus this is happening because wealthy retail-
ers and manufacturers at the top are constantly cutting their transport 
contracts. The government is failing to hold these wealthy clients 
to account and the rest of the community is suffering because of it.

Between January and March this year, deaths from articulated 
trucks increased by 7.2% and deaths from heavy rigid vehicles 
increased by 4.1%, compared with last year, according to the 
Bureau of Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Economics. 
Meanwhile, 40% of all workplace deaths this year involved 
transport workers, according to Safe Work Australia. In the 10 
years to 2014, over 2,500 people were killed in truck crashes.

The latest announcement – which Westpac bank is calling an amal-
gamation – is to close one branch in Western Australia and one in 
Victoria. The Finance Sector Union says that once again Westpac has 
blamed the decline in over-the-counter transactions and an increase 
in customers accessing mobile and digital banking options as fac-
tors in their decision to close these latest branches. The bank has 
provided the same reason for each of the closures, and in each case 
has told the FSU: “We’ve seen ‘over-the-counter’ transactions steadily 
decline as a signifi cant number of our customers increasingly use dig-
ital banking channels including mobile banking, and internet banking”.

What Westpac are not saying is for a number of years staff working in their 
branches have been expected to push customers to use mobile and digital 
banking options as a performance target that staff are measured against.

Support for dignity
Hundreds of nurses and mid-
wives have considered the 
moral and ethical challenges of 
assisted dying and voted in sup-
port of the need for legislative 
change to occur in New South 
Wales. More than 500 delegates 
attending the 72nd Annual 
Conference of the NSW Nurses 
and Midwives’ Association 
(NSWNMA) endorsed an 
updated position on behalf of 
their 64,000 nursing and mid-
wifery colleagues.

NSWNMA President Coral 
Levett acknowledged the wide-
spread community debate on 
assisted dying and why it was 
imperative for nurses and mid-
wives to have a well-informed 
position on the topic.

“Assisted dying is a complex 
social issue and as nursing and 
midwifery professionals we are 
often caught in the crosshairs of 
this debate, either directly during 

our daily working roles or when 
discussions arise within our com-
munity or family circles,” Ms 
Levett said.

“We represent a very diverse 
membership and we strongly 
believe that nurses, midwives and 
assistants in nursing are entitled 
to their own opinion, however, 
we also acknowledge that people 
with a terminal or incurable ill-
ness should have the right to 
choose to die with dignity.

“Seven countries around the 
globe have legalised assisted 
dying and this empowers over 100 
million people with the full choice 
about what happens to them at 
the end of their life. Currently, 
not one Australian is afforded this 
choice and that is why legislative 
reform is so important.”

A number of opinion polls 
conducted between 2007 and 
2016 show around 80 percent 
of Australians are in favour of 

assisted dying being available to 
those with terminal or incurable 
illness.

Ms Levett confi rmed the 
NSWNMA would continue to 
lobby all levels of government 
to ensure adequate resourcing of 
palliative care services, including 
the availability of suitably quali-
fi ed nurses and midwives.

“This is a very important 
issue for the nursing profession. 
Given our compassion for those 
who suffer and our concern for 
quality of life being afforded to 
every individual, this is an issue 
worth fi ghting for to ensure the 
right balance is achieved and all 
sides of the debate are well con-
sidered,” Ms Levett said.

Nursing and midwifery del-
egates from across the state are 
gathered at Sydney’s Rosehill 
Gardens Grand Pavilion for 
the NSWNMA’s 72nd Annual 
Conference. 
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It is an elementary rule when 
examining the foreign policy deci-
sions of capitalist governments 
to “follow the money”, in other 
words, who profi ts from the deci-
sion? The US and its imperialist 
allies, including the Australian 
government, have made a huge 
song and dance – have, in fact, 
waged a propaganda war – 
against tiny North Korea’s efforts 
to defend itself against the USA’s 
constant threats of aggression. 
Why? Because the US is actu-
ally scared of North Korea (more 
properly called the DPRK – the 
Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea)? No, of course not.

The US maintains a huge mili-
tary presence in South Korea (includ-
ing nuclear weapons in far greater 
numbers than the North possesses). 
This preparation for fi ghting a new 
war on the Korean Peninsula does 
not sit well with the population of 
South Korea, who are only too aware 
of the utter destruction infl icted on 
the country by the last US attempt 
to eradicate Communism from the 
region.

Claims that these nuclear forces 
and the recently installed US anti-
ballistic-missile systems are for the 
“defence” of South Korea are deri-
sively rejected as yet more propagan-
da, which they are. All of the DPRK’s 
actions are concerned with warning 
the US that it will defend itself if the 
US tries to attack it again.

So why is the US persisting in 
its hostile economic and diplomatic 
campaign against this small coun-
try in the top half of the Korean 
Peninsula? Partly it is because they 
got beaten to a standstill the last time 
they tried to eliminate a socialist 
regime from Korea which moreover 

shares a border with both Russia and 
China. That defeat must still rankle 
with the upper echelons of the US 
military.

Partly they are persisting because 
the US strategy of maintaining 
global paranoia about a supposed 
“Communist threat” or a “Russo-
Chinese threat” (or both) requires the 
existence of convenient “hot spots” 
that the bourgeois media and obliging 
politicians can point to in their efforts 
to sustain this paranoia (without 
which their bloated military budgets 
would be laughed into oblivion).

However, capitalist governments, 
conscious that they are but the tools 
of powerful corporations, also have 
another and decidedly more impor-
tant factor to take into consideration: 
that is, how much money will it make 

and for whom? How does that apply 
in the case of the DPRK?

Steve Mollman, in Quartz, ear-
lier this month reminded his readers 
that “North Korea is sitting on tril-
lions of dollars of untapped wealth, 
and its neighbours want it”. He 
writes: “Below the nation’s mostly 
mountainous surface are vast min-
eral reserves, including iron, gold, 
magnesite, zinc, copper, limestone, 
molybdenum, graphite, and more – 
all told about 200 kinds of miner-
als. Also present are large amounts 
of rare earth metals”. The latter of 
course are used today to make smart-
phones and other high-tech products.

“According to one estimate from 
a South Korean state-owned mining 
company, [the DPRK’s mineral 
reserves] are worth over US$6 tril-
lion. Another from a South Korean 
research institute puts the amount 
closer to US$10 trillion.”

That US corporations covet those 
trillions goes without saying. At the 
same time they (or their government) 
are determined to prevent the people 
of the DPRK from exploiting their 
country’s mineral stocks themselves. 
The economic and diplomatic block-
ade they have maintained against 
the DPRK has successfully inhib-
ited development of mining in the 
country.

However, despite the diffi cul-
ties the DPRK endures, mining – 
which has been a priority industry 
since the 1970s – did slowly devel-
op until the beginning of the 1990s 
and now makes up about 14 percent 
of the DPRK’s economy. However, 
Mollman notes that mining produc-
tion has declined since then: “The 
nation lacks the equipment, exper-
tise, and even basic infrastructure 
to properly tap into the jackpot that 
waits in the ground.”

In April, Lloyd R Vasey, a senior 
adviser at the US Centre for Strategic 
and International Studies, noted that: 
“There is a shortage of mining equip-
ment and North Korea is unable to 
purchase new equipment due to its 
dire economic situation, the energy 
shortage and the age and generally 
poor condition of the power grid.”

After the DPRK conducted its 
fi rst nuclear test in 2006, in response 
to US threats, the US used its clout 
at the UN to secure sanctions against 

it. However, says Mollman, “last 
September, South Korea’s state-run 
Korea Development Institute said 
that the mineral trade between North 
Korea and China remains a ‘cash 
cow’ for Pyongyang despite UN 
sanctions, and that it accounted for 
54 percent of the North’s total trade 
volume to China in the fi rst half of 
2016.”

A 2014 report on the DPRK’s 
mining sector by the United States 
Geological Survey noted that “The 
mining sector in North Korea is not 
directly subject to international eco-
nomic sanctions and is, therefore, 
the only legal, lucrative source of 
investment trade available to the 
country.” According to Mollman, “in 
2015 China imported US$73 million 
in iron ore from North Korea, and 
US$680,000 worth of zinc in the fi rst 
quarter of [2016].” The ever-alert US 
consequently shifted its economic 
attack – and the focus of its UN lob-
bying – to the DPRK’S underground 
resources. In March, 2016 they got a 
resolution through the UN banning 
the export from the DPRK of gold, 
vanadium, titanium, and rare earth 
metals. Not satisfi ed, in November 
2016, they got another resolution 
through the UN capping the DPRK’s 
coal exports and banning shipments 
of nickel, copper, zinc, and silver.

Not surprisingly, faced with this 
kind of economic warfare, the DPRK 
authorities have resorted to a varie-
ty of “sanction-busting” stratagems 
to enable it to continue to export its 
products. According to Mollman, 
“earlier this year a group of UN 
experts concluded that North Korea, 
despite sanctions, continues to export 
banned minerals.” [Shock horror.]

He adds: “They determined, as 
well, that North Korea uses anoth-
er mineral – gold – along with cash 
to ‘entirely circumvent the formal 
fi nancial sector’.” That sounds like 
they have resorted to the tried and 
true capitalist practice called bribery 
and bribery has been a staple of capi-
talist business methods since ... well, 
since capitalism began.

In 2015 China imported about 
US$1 billion worth of coal from the 
DPRK, about 40% of all the country’s 
exports, but in line with the climate 
targets agreed in Paris, China has 
now begun restricting coal imports 

from its neighbour. In the fi rst quar-
ter of this year, China’s imports of 
coal from the DPRK fell by 51.6%. 
Nevertheless, China’s overall trade 
with the DPRK actually increased 
37.4% in the fi rst quarter of this year 
compared to the same period last 
year. “Its imports of iron ore from 
North Korea”, says Mollman, “shot 
up 270% in January and February 
from a year ago.”

About fi ve years ago China spent 
some US$10 billion on an infrastruc-
ture project near the DPRK border, 
primarily to give it easier access 
to the large iron ore deposits in the 
DPRK’s Musan County, right by 
the border. And Russia, which also 
shares a (smaller) border with the 
DPRK, in 2014 developed plans to 
overhaul North Korea’s rail network 
in exchange for access to the coun-
try’s mineral resources. That particu-
lar plan is still being worked on.

Also, anxious not to miss out on 
this fi nancial bonanza is the USA’s 
ostensible side-kick, South Korea 
(ROK, Republic of Korea). In May 
this year, the ROK’s Ministry of 
Land, Infrastructure and Transport 
invited companies to submit bids on 
possible infrastructure projects in the 
DPRK, especially ones regarding the 
mining sector. The inducement the 
Ministry offered was that the avail-
able mineral resources would enable 
the bidders to make a profi t even 
after they had covered the expense of 
repairing the North’s decrepit infra-
structure, including the aging rail-
way line.

But however much the corpo-
rations of the ROK might covet the 
mineral wealth of the DPRK, it will 
not come by conquest but by peace-
ful reunifi cation. And the people of 
the DPRK are not likely to just hand 
it over to ROK capitalists. The latter, 
of course, are looking at the exam-
ple of the reunifi cation of Germany, 
where the Socialist property of the 
GDR was handed over to German 
corporations without resistance.

This time, however, the circum-
stances are different and the fate 
that befell the GDR is unlikely to 
be repeated ever again. Just don’t be 
fooled by US-originated stories that 
they are trying to “rein in a madman”. 
As always, they have their eye on a 
prize. 

Australia

The DPRK have large amounts of rare earth metals which are used in the making of high-technology products.

Taking Issue – Rob Gowland

What’s really behind 
the US interest in Korea?
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On Wednesday May 31, 2017, the penulti-
mate week before the British election, the 
BBC hosted a debate between the major 
political parties of Britain. As Jeremy 
Corbyn, Tim Farron and Amber Rudd 
(stepping in for Theresa May) debated 
policy ranging from tuition fees to immi-
gration, another debate was taking place 
in Crawley, West Sussex; one that gathered 
none of the viewership of the BBC’s, but 
where the issues were as important.

The Crawley hustings at Broadfield 
Community Centre organised by the UK 
Chagos Support Association was a chance for 
the largest UK-based community of Chagos 
Islanders, Chagossians, to question parliamen-
tary candidates about their commitment to help 
the Chagossians and the injustice they have 
faced at the hands of the British government 
stretching back over 50 years.

With little more than 30 people in attend-
ance at the debate – almost all of them local 
Chagossians – the three parliamentary candi-
dates for Crawley sat alongside Marie Lafl eur, 
a local member of the Chagossian communi-
ty, who translated the candidates’ remarks into 
Chagossian Creole.

The hour-long debate was loud, passion-
ate, conducted mostly in Creole and covering 
the main issues facing the 3,000 Chagossians 
living in the Crawley area.

“What will you actually do for our commu-
nity? What will you do to correct this injustice 
against our people?” community leader Frankie 
Bontemps asked amid heightened emotion and 
shouting.

Much like the injustice the community has 
faced, the debate was ignored by the media, 
remained unknown to almost anyone outside 
those affected, and will surely be quickly for-
gotten by anyone who knew it was happening.

In 1965, as part of a deal which secured 
Mauritius independence from Britain, the 
60-island archipelago of the Chagos Islands 
was to remain under British control, becom-
ing part of the British Indian Ocean Territory. 
Soon afterwards, British authorities began the 
process of forced deportation of natives from 
their homes on the only inhabited island of the 
archipelago, Diego Garcia, so a US military 
base could be built on the island.

Fear campaign
Best illustrated in journalist John Pilger’s 

2004 documentary, Stealing a Nation, the 
British government secretly forced the expul-
sion of the Chagossian inhabitants through 
trickery, fear and fi nally force. Those who 
travelled to see family on Mauritius during 

this period were told they would not be per-
mitted to return home and were now perma-
nently stuck in Mauritius. Pet dogs were known 
to have been gassed en mass by British serv-
icemen on Diego Garcia in the hope of scaring 
the Chagossians to leave of their own accord. 
When this failed, in 1973 the remaining inhab-
itants were rounded up and forced to leave by 
boat to Mauritius or the Seychelles. Today, the 
US military base on Diego Garcia is America’s 
largest outside its own mainland.

Britain has repeatedly said it would return 
the Chagos Islands to Mauritius when they are 
no longer needed for alleged “defence pur-
poses” in the Indian Ocean, yet it has never 
released a timeline for the return.

The legality of British actions is still dis-
puted. Today, Thursday June 22, the UN votes 
on a Mauritian resolution to refer the issue to 
the International Court of Justice in The Hague. 
The spotlight is on Britain’s actions in 1965, 
when it decided to break up the Chagos Islands 
from the rest of the Indian Ocean colony, 
three years before Mauritius’ independence. 
Mauritius claims this was a breach of UN res-
olution 1514 of 1960 , which banned the break 
up colonies before independence.

Stefan Donnelly, vice-chair of the UK 
Chagos Support Association, is forthright: “The 
vote is a great opportunity to raise awareness of 
the struggles faced over decades by the people 
forced from the Chagos Islands. Whatever the 
outcome, the people of the Chagos Islands 
should be at the centre of any decision about the 
future of the Islands.” However, he stressed that 
this sovereignty issue does not deal with the 
issues closer to home, and the striving towards 
improving conditions for the Chagossians 
living in Crawley.

A modern town, 45 kilometres south of 
central London and close to Gatwick Airport, 
Crawley sits in the northern tip of West Sussex. 
It is home to some 110,000 people, and to the 
largest community of Chagossians in Britain.

“Most Chagossians living in Crawley 
moved over in 2003 when a large amount 
of them won British citizenship”, Donnelly 
explains. “It was the fi rst time a signifi cant 
amount of the population came to Britain.”

But it was luck and expediency that led the 
community to settle in the Sussex town. “Most 
of them had arrived into Gatwick with very 
little money and very little to do”, Donnelly 
says. “They became the responsibility of the 
local council [Crawley Borough Council] and 
were given little to no support.

“The Chagossians who had arrived were 
basically told that the government would offer 
no support whatsoever to them.”

Bontemps, vice-chairman of the Chagos 
Islanders Movement, explains the harsh reality 
that met his uncle who arrived from Mauritius 
in 2003. The Mauritian capital Port Louis, 
where Bontemps’ uncle and the majority of the 
exiled Chagossians lived, was far from the ideal 
place for the deported community.

“There was a high crime rate and a big drug 
problem,” Bontemps says. “The idea was that 
we could attempt in Crawley a better future for 
our kids, a better life for the next generation.”

Nowhere to turn
He says that, on arrival, his uncle was 

left without a place to go to, and was forced 
to sleep rough in Gatwick Airport for around 
three weeks.

Some 14 years later, at the meeting in 
Crawley, questions are being voiced, answers 
demanded.

In 2016, a UK Supreme Court ruling upheld 
the government’s decision to deny the right of 
Chagossians to return to their homeland. Rather 
than allowing for the right to return home, £40 
million was pledged by the government to be 
used to support the community and projects, 
notably in Crawley, where the majority reside.

“Why can’t Chagossians decide what they 
want to do with the £40 million pledge?” a 
member of the audience asks Conservative can-
didate and now MP of Crawley, Henry Smith. 
Smith is one of the vice-chairs of the Chagos 
All-Party Parliamentary Group and has been 
a vocal supporter of ensuring rights for the 
Chagossian community since his election in 
2010.

“We must fi ght not only for your right to 
return, but also fi ght for the improvement of 
your life here in Crawley,” Smith states. “This 
means that we must ensure that the £40 mil-
lion pledge to the Chagossian community is 
realised.

“It is important that the acceptance of this 
money should not be an acceptance of the loss 
of the right to return home,” he says.

How the money will be used and distrib-
uted is also a key point of discussion within the 
community, with fears over who will handle it 
and how.

Preserving culture
Vanessa Chateaux, a Chagossian living in 

Crawley, says, “There are diffi cult challeng-
es with preserving our culture when in exile.” 
She asks the political candidates at the meeting 
whether a cultural centre could be opened in 
Crawley with some of the £40 million to ensure 
Chagossian heritage is maintained.

Bontemps says, “It would be good if we 
had some sort of cultural centre, a place where 
the elders and youth of the community could 
meet. Those Chagossians who have been suc-
cessful; who have gone to university, have a 
well-paid job, could be used as role models to 
the youth of our community.”

Smith agrees that the idea is feasible.
The £40 million, offered by the UK gov-

ernment to the displaced Chagossians after a 
policy review, can be used only for communi-
ty projects. However, the high costs of certain 
aspects of life have plagued the group since 
landing at Gatwick.

“There have defi nitely been fi nancial prob-
lems for the community in Crawley,” Donnelly 
explains. “Access to services and benefi ts has 
been hard to come by.”

Finding affordable housing within the 
Crawley area has proved near-impossible. 
Chagossian and Crawley resident Corinne 
Chan asks the candidates what they would do to 
help those who cannot fi nd an affordable home.

“Finding affordable housing is a problem, 
rent has gotten higher and higher while many 
Chagossians are on low wages,” she explains.

Gesturing towards her sister, Chan 
explains her predicament. “My sister has been 
here for 14 years. She is still living in a hotel, 
but there are so many cases like this.” As for 
other non-EU immigrants, Chagossians who 
are not eligible for citizenship must have an 
indefi nite leave of remain in Britain to apply 
for council housing, a leave normally granted 
after fi ve years living in Britain with a valid 
visa. After fi ve years, they can be placed on 
the waiting list – but it already has about 3,000 
people on it.

“We are not refugees, we have been deport-
ed by the British government,” Chan states. 
“We should be entitled to free housing. On 
Diego Garcia we owned and lived in our homes 
for free.”

Chan’s views echo the sentiment shared by 
much of the community; that as a group forced 
into exile by the British government, that same 
government should be doing as much as possi-
ble to ensure the community’s prosperity.

“Many of the elderly in our communi-
ty have died while in exile,” Chan explains. 
“We are now British citizens but we should be 
treated as special guests. We are an exceptional 
case.”

“There is no support system in place,” 
fi nancially or just for advice, Donnelly says. 
“Many in the community have no idea what 
support or benefi ts they are legally entitled to.”

Cost of being
During the heated stages of the meet-

ing, it becomes apparent that other costs for 
Chagossians have increased their problems. A 
member of the audience claims the process to 
obtain a British passport can cost thousands of 
pounds for them, including admin costs – com-
pared to £70 for most British citizens.

Bontemps says problems learning English 
have meant diffi culty in fi nding well-paid jobs, 
exacerbating the fi nancial problems for most 
Chagossians.

“The language has been the main barrier. 
It has meant that most Chagossians in Crawley 
work in very low paid jobs. We have lots of 
skilled people in our community but these 
skills are not transferable to the local Crawley 
economy.

“I was a boat builder back in Mauritius,” he 
says, but for 10 years he could only fi nd work 
as a cleaner at Gatwick. Similar problems mean 
most local Chagossians earn about £15,000 a 
year, below Britain’s poverty line.

On arrival, access to education also proved 
diffi cult. “A lot of Chagossians had trouble 
getting their children into schools,” Donnelly 
explains. Even when Chagossian parents 
successfully enrolled their children at local 

Lost in exile

“We a

entit

A little-known group of Indian Ocean Islanders, forcibly removed from their 
homes almost half-a-century ago and left to their own devices after being 
deported to England, are still fighting for recognition and basic rights, 
reports Alexi Demetriadi.
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schools, integration and support plans were not 
in place for the exiled children.

The arrival of the Chagossian children was 
messy and very haphazard, one Crawley-based 
teacher tells me.

“Schools were given no information on 
who they were, what their background was,” 
he explains. “They were not properly briefed, 
no integration process was put in place.” 
Confusion also surrounded the new arriv-
als, with many people not understanding the 
newcomers’ nationality or their predicament. 
“Unlike refugees or asylum seekers who are 
made certain integration would take place, this 
was not the case for the Chagossians,” he says.

Another observer notes that the 
Chagossians’ enrolment was not met with 
excitement, and in some cases even with hos-
tility. “Schools were not keen to accommodate 
them, they had their own academic challenges 
to focus on,” he says.

Many young Chagossians were kept off 
the school’s data and were moved around con-
stantly between schools. A teacher who wished 
to remain anonymous recalls that, as punish-
ment and for reasons unknown to him, some of 
the children were banned from speaking their 
native Creole on the school premises.

One notable success story in Crawley edu-
cation stands out. A former teacher explains 
how a dedicated person or persons saw to it 
that the young Chagossians “went from being 
the most marginalised group in school to the 
most successful group it has ever produced.” 
Patrick Allen was, until 2015, head of music at 
Ifi eld Community College, home to the lauded 
Chagossian Drummers, founded by Allen in 
2009.

Allen recalls that, in one particular class, 
four Chagossians were working togeth-
er on a musical piece with a combination of 
instruments.

“What they came up with was absolute-
ly amazing. Their music was incredibly pre-
cise and performed with passion, commitment 
and immense skill. You would expect it from 
much older and much more advanced music 
students.”

In tune
This led to the formation of a number of 

Chagossian performing groups, including 
dancers.

Allen explains that they were not only 
talented musicians, but also “incredibly 
socially and emotionally sensitive children. 
Everyone quickly realised they were some-
thing special,” he says. After Allen put the 
Drummers together with the school choir the 
collaboration began to fl ourish. The collabo-
ration became closely involved with the BBC 
Singers, frequently performed on BBC Radio 
3 as well as winning awards in music festivals. 
In 2011 they represented Britain at an interna-
tional music festival staged by the European 
Broadcasting Union.

This musical success refl ected the success 
of the integration process itself. “It brought the 
Chagossians into the school and made them feel 
better about school,” Allen explains. “It saw a 
huge acceptance and amplifi cation of what they 
were doing.” The change was immediate once 
the music began. “Music can be immediate, 
it can change someone’s mind in a fl ash. The 
embracing of their music was also an accept-
ance of them.”

However, the group declined once Allen 
left the school in 2015, and looking back, he 
believes that West Sussex has been in some 

ways a problematic location for the exiled 
Chagossian community.

“West Sussex education and support serv-
ices were not ready or geared towards the needs 
of the community, and were somewhat taken 
by surprise by their arrival,” Allen says. “The 
Crawley Borough Council is well motivated 
towards them, but is also limited in its powers 
and resources. The community received a warm 
welcome from many Crawley residents, but 
Chagossians also became a target for racists 
and bullies.”

Families
The biggest issue remains the separation of 

families due to archaic immigration and citizen-
ship laws surrounding Chagossians. For them 
to be eligible for British citizenship, they must 
have been born during or after the year 1969 on 
Diego Garcia. The cut-off date itself has seen 
families split between those eligible for citizen-
ship and those not. It is also probable that many 
Chagossians travelled to Mauritius to give 
birth, thanks to the superior medical facilities. 
Equally, the law sees that, although citizenship 
can be transferred by descent, this is limited 
to immediate second-generation descendants, 
causing further confusion and heartbreak.

At the pre-election forum, one Crawley-
based Chagossian is distraught while explain-
ing that she has two young British-born sons 
and had received a letter that day saying that 
without a visa, she must leave the country.

Another elderly Chagossian, speaking in 
Creole, says she has been married for 47 years, 

has a family living in Crawley, but is still being 
refused a visa to stay in the country. “These are 
typical cases but there are so many, hundreds 
even, like it,” Bontemps maintains.

Marie Ainee, 79, tells how she was one of 
those deported from Diego Garcia almost 50 
years ago. Her son has recently died in Crawley, 
while her grandson is 17 and has lived in the 
town for 10 years. He has not yet been granted a 
visa and is stuck in limbo. In another example, 
Dominique Elysee explains that he was born in 
1968, one year before the window to apply for 
citizenship opened. “All my siblings, all four of 
them, have citizenship,” he says. “I am the only 
one in my family without a British passport.” 
He constantly worries about being forced to 
leave the country and his family.

Frankie Bontemps’ Chagos Islanders 
Movement meets most Saturdays in Crawley. 
It campaigns for the right to return, while also 
attempting to improve conditions for those 
living in Crawley.

“If we could, all of us would be living on 
the Chagos Islands,” he explains. “If we were 
British citizens as they claim, where were our 
rights at the time of deportation? We should 
have had rights, but they dumped our parents 
on Mauritius.”

Bontemps’ aunt was on Diego Garcia until 
1971, one of the last islanders to leave, and he 
fi rst moved to Crawley in 2006. He is a father 
of four, his two youngest being born in Britain, 
while his eldest two can’t apply for British citi-
zenship as their father is of British citizenship 
only by descent.

He is a vocal campaigner against the British 
government and their treatment of the exiles, 
especially the lack of monetary assistance. 
Since 1972, the government has pledged and 
initially provided compensation, to be distrib-
uted by the Mauritian government.

“It was given to the corrupt Mauritian gov-
ernment,” says Bontemps, who estimates that 
only about £12,000 was ever received by the 
community. “You cannot compensate some-
one who’s lost their home where their family 
has been living for generations. In 10 years’ 
time there will be no natives left. This issue is 
non-negotiable, it is the fundamental right for 
humans to live in their birthplace, their ances-
tral home.”

Bontemps describes what he calls the 
“secrecy” that has persisted for years, allowing 
the Chagos Islanders to be forgotten by soci-
ety or simply ignored. “People ask us where 
we are from and who we are. Immigrants? 
Refugees? This all has been done in secre-
cy. None of the British people know what has 
happened to us.”

He recalls one example when he was work-
ing as a cleaner at Gatwick in 2006. His man-
ager expressed surprise that Bontemps had left 
the sunshine of Mauritius to live in Crawley.

“I returned the next day with a copy of 
Stealing a Nation to give him”, Bontemps says.

The following morning his manager 
returned, tears in his eyes. “He said he was 
ashamed to be British, that he had no idea what 
his government had done to our people.”
New Internationalist 

Magazine

Chagossian Drummers – Ifi eld Community College.

are not refugees, we have been deported 
by the British government. We should be 
tled to free housing. On Diego Garcia we 
owned and lived in our homes for free.”



8  July 26, 2017 GuardianInternational

John Wojcik

Revelations last week that 
President Trump is weighing his 
options to fi re the special counsel, 
Robert Mueller, and examining 
the option of issuing pardons for 
himself, his family and his staff 
brought the country closer than 
ever to a full blown constitutional 
crisis.

The Washington Post fi rst, and 
then other outlets reported that 
Trump’s lawyers are building a 
case of “confl ict of interest” against 
Mueller and that they are looking at 
the option of Trump issuing pardons.

The seriousness of this is not just 
that it has never happened before 
in the history of the US but that 
acceptance of a presidential pardon 
constitutes admission of guilt in com-
mission of a crime. The Constitution 
grants the president the right to 
issue pardons for people who have 
acted against the interests of or have 
harmed the United States.

This radical new approach by 
Trump and his lawyers to fi ght off 
the investigators comes as the special 
counsel directs his scrutiny into the 
president’s personal fi nances, includ-
ing his tax returns. Investigators fol-
lowing the money are fi nding more 
and more evidence, apparently, of 
close fi nancial ties among Trump, 
his associates, and criminal fi nancial 
oligarchs connected to Russia and 
other countries. Those investigations 
could well expose not just the rea-
sons for possible collusion regarding 
the elections, but even worse, they 
could expose Trump and his family’s 
connection to a web of internation-
al criminals, money launderers, and 
gangsters.

The investigators, in order to 
follow the money, must go back 
years before any alleged hacking of 
the 2016 elections. Apparently, that 
is what they are doing.

After his fourth bankruptcy, 
Trump understandably had a hard 
time fi nding anyone who would lend 
him money. As the Times reported 

this week, however, Deutsche Bank 
lent him hundreds of millions 
anyway. It’s the same bank that 
has been heavily fi ned for launder-
ing hundreds of millions of dollars 
for Russian oligarchs, some of them 
connected to Putin and others run-
ning their own criminal empires. Is 
there a connection there? We don’t 
know whether the gangster money 
the German bank was laundering is 
exactly the same money they lent to 
Trump but Mueller, if Trump doesn’t 
fi re him, is sure to fi nd out.

The Times also reported that 
Deutsche Bank says Mueller is 
asking for information about those 
loans that Trump still owes.

The latest revelations about par-
dons come on the heels of the warn-
ing Trump issued to Mueller when 
he told the New York Times that the 
special counsel had no business look-
ing into his (the president’s) person-
al fi nances and that Mueller would 
be crossing a “red line” if he did so. 

The president is also said to have 
been beside himself with anger after 
his lawyers told him Mueller could, 
in addition, examine his tax returns.

The implications for Trump are 
obviously serious. At the very least, 
fi ndings of criminality could result in 
jail sentences for many of his associ-
ates including members of his admin-
istration, his family, and his staff.

Reacting to the news that Trump 
is gearing up to fi re Mueller and 
pardon himself and his family and 
staff, presidential historian Robert 
Beschloss said on MSNBC that the 
news is “unprecedented in American 
history” and it is “blood chilling.” 
Beschloss said it would throw the 
country into a constitutional crisis 
that would dwarf anything that hap-
pened in the Watergate scandal.

The revelations about the options 
that Trump is examining shed more 
light on the reasons for his attacks 
on his own attorney general. One of 
the only ways for Trump to get rid 
of Mueller is to have the attorney 
general fi re him. Sessions can’t do it 
because he is recused in the matter of 
the Russia investigations. Regardless 
of the fact that Trump and Sessions 
are political bedfellows, Sessions 
has to be gotten out of the way by 
a Donald Trump driven only by 
concern for himself. The attacks on 
Sessions would have been enough 
to get any attorney general to resign. 
Sessions threw a wrench into the 
works, however, by announcing that 
he would not quit, leaving Trump 
with only the option of fi ring him in 
order to get rid of him.

The president needs the top 
Justice Department offi cial to fi re 
Mueller because he is not allowed 
to fi re Mueller himself. An attorney 
general or a deputy attorney general 
or anyone else down the line in the 
Justice Department (we don’t know 
how far down Trump would have 
to go to fi nd someone who would 
fi re Mueller) needs good cause to 
fi re a special counsel or prosecu-
tor. “Confl ict of interest” would be 

sufficient cause, explaining why 
Trump has sent his lawyers to dig up 
dirt on Mueller and why last week 
Trump declared openly to the nation-
al press that Mueller was “rife with 
confl ict of interest.”

Still another revelation was that 
Trump’s campaign manager, Paul 
Manafort, just before he took on 
the campaign manager’s job, was in 
debt US$17 million to two oligarchs, 
one in the Ukraine and another a big 
wig in Russia’s aluminium industry, 
an industry that was stolen by that 
oligarch from the public when the 
Soviet Union was destroyed.

When Manafort came on as 
campaign manager for Trump he 
announced he was doing it for free, 
taking no salary. Was it an act of 
charity by a good friend? Hardly. 
The Associated Press agency report-
ed in 2016 that for some reason, 
when Manafort took over the Trump 
campaign the oligarchs withdrew 
their attempts in court to collect that 
money. What’s the connection? Did 
Manafort take the job of running 
Trump’s campaign as his payment to 
the money launderers and if so what 
was the level of their leverage over 
Trump himself?

The idea that the president is 
involved in all this sleaze and that he 
would be eyeing pardons for himself 
and his family make even Richard 
Nixon look good.

Some of former president 
Nixon’s aides suggested to him 
during the Watergate crisis that he 
consider pardoning his aides and 
even himself. Nixon, perhaps the 
poster child for corruption in offi ce, 
nevertheless rejected those sugges-
tions as demeaning to his honour.

So we now have a Russiagate 
investigation that is rapidly turn-
ing into an investigation of criminal 
fi nancial activity by Trump and those 
around him.

To make matters worse, Trump 
is getting help in his latest schemes 
from Mike Pompeo, the CIA direc-
tor. At a forum on national security in 

Colorado last week Pompeo brushed 
off the seriousness of the entire 
matter by saying “of course” the 
Russians interfered in the election, 
essentially describing the scandal as 
nothing more than a business-as-usu-
al happening in international politics.

If Trump does indeed choose the 
options he is looking at – more fi rings 
of people investigating him and par-
dons for all the criminals surround-
ing him – we could be in a full blown 
constitutional crisis.

Were Trump to pardon himself 
tomorrow a federal prosecutor might 
try to prosecute him anyway, arguing 
that the constitutional pardon power 
of the president does not extend to 
the president himself.

A judge would have to make a 
decision then.

But the president could argue, 
as the Justice Department said in the 
Watergate crisis, that the president 
can’t be prosecuted while he is in 
offi ce. Then prosecution would have 
to wait until Trump is out of offi ce or 
until he is impeached by Congress.

The best possible outcome for 
the president would be that he is 
actually innocent of any collusion or 
crime. Even if that is the case, how-
ever, Trump is guilty of being driven 
by nothing but concern for himself. 
That concern overrides everything 
else for Donald Trump. The latest 
revelations show that at the very least 
that much is true.

Innocent or guilty, they show that 
all the promises Trump made about 
“making America great,” saving and 
creating jobs, “great healthcare for 
everyone,” a massive infrastructure 
program, remembering the “forgot-
ten” men and women in our society 
– all those promises were just that – 
promises. Trump is about making no 
one but himself great and whoever 
stands in the way is expendable.

It is that basic truth about Trump, 
perhaps more than any investigation, 
that will eventually erode the base of 
even his most ardent supporters.
People’s World 

Constituting a crisis

Trump’s lawyers are building a case of “confl ict of interest” against Robert Mueller.
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Mark Waller

The 14th national congress of the 
South African Communist Party, 
which met near Johannesburg, 
July 11-15, put the party on a new 
path to contesting state power by 
committing it to fi ght elections in 
its own name.

The move marks a break with 
decades of practice whereby the 
party has campaigned for the gov-
erning African National Congress 
(ANC) at election time, and in many 
areas has been decisive in mobilising 
electoral support for it.

Over 2,500 people attended the 
party congress, 1,800 of them voting 
delegates from some 7,000 branches 
spread across the country.

Pressure has been building 
within the party for it to fi ght elec-
tions on its own ticket. The SACP’s 
view is that the ANC is now so beset 
by corruption and factionalism that it 
is failing in its mission to tackle the 
ruinous legacies of colonialism and 
apartheid. It [ANC] has gradually 
abandoned the socialist orientation 
that characterised it when it swept to 
power with an overwhelming popu-
lar mandate in 1994 in South Africa’s 
fi rst democratic elections.

The SACP and the labour federa-
tion, the Congress of South African 
Trade Unions (COSATU), are in 
alliance with the ANC as a progres-
sive front. This was the driving force 
for the changes negotiated in the 
early 1990s to eliminate racist white 
minority rule and usher in full con-
stitutional democratic rights for the 
whole population. This process of 
transition is called the national dem-
ocratic revolution (or NDR).

But the role of this alliance in 
shaping ANC policy and practice 
in government has been increasing-
ly placed on the back-burner by the 
ANC leadership. Though the ANC 
agreed some years ago to pursue a 

second phase of the NDR premised 
on greater attention to transforming 
the economy away from capitalist 
monopoly control, the project exists 
in name only, and had only been seri-
ously expounded on by the SACP.

The SACP’s approach to contest-
ing state power through a new elec-
toral policy was debated intensely at 
the congress. It was the crosscutting 
subject in the work of all the themat-
ic commissions held during the con-
gress, and took up a major portion 
of the time spent in the vast plenary 
sessions.

But the issue was not show-
cased as a go-it-alone move or as a 
shift to tackling state power purely 
using ballot papers stamped with the 
SACP logo. The party is aiming for 
a highly nuanced approach to con-
testing elections, one that hinges on 
efforts to retain and build on the best 
practices of its alliance with the ANC 
and COSATU, and on new forms of 
alliance building and popular mobi-
lization at grassroots level.

The declaration issued by the 
congress places the new stance on 
elections at the end of vividly depict-
ed contexts of party activity. Much of 
this activity is aimed at confronting 
the parasitic capture of state owned 
enterprises by a powerful network of 
patronage and nepotism centred on 
the family and associates of President 
Jacob Zuma.

This network is also closely 
tied to the billionaire Gupta family 
from India, whose business empire 
absorbs computer, media and mining 
interests. A few years ago, the 
family infamously humiliated South 
Africans by using one of the coun-
try’s air force bases to bring hun-
dreds of guests from India to attend 
a lavish Gupta multi-million-rand 
wedding paid for by South African 
taxpayers.

The South African Council of 
Churches warned recently that South 

Africa is fast becoming a mafi a state. 
An array of political and civil society 
forces are up in arms over the spread 
of corruption and neglect of the needs 
mainly of the black majority of the 
population, who bear the brunt of 
mass poverty, unemployment and 
underdevelopment. The public sector 
is heavily demoralised by corruption, 
a situation that has made essential 
services, such as policing, danger-
ously unreliable.

The SACC has been carrying out 
an enquiry into corporate state cap-
ture, and presented some of its fi nd-
ings to a special session of the SACP 
congress. They include the infor-
mation that South Africa lost more 
than R40 billion from the budgets of 
state owned enterprises, smuggled 
to Dubai for the Guptas and their 
companies.

The SACP congress declaration 
stated: “Our Congress is occurring 
at a time when our country is faced 
with the very dangerous reality that 
the important democratic and consti-
tutional gains of the mid-1990s will 
be eroded.” In particular there is the 
deep threat of wanton parasitic loot-
ing of public resources associated 
with “state capture.” This has gone 
hand in hand with a general splitting 
of the ANC into patronage-based fac-
tional strands stretching from local 
branches of the organisation to its 
higher structures.

The SACP said that it remains 
committed to strengthening and 
consolidating the ANC alliance, but 
that this would require a signifi cant 
reconfi guration. “Whether the ANC 
has the capacity to lead its own proc-
ess of renewal, and whether it will 
be able to once more play the critical 
role of uniting itself and its alliance 
remains uncertain.”

Because of this, the SACP con-
gress resolved that the party would 
continue with its recently announced 
aim of consolidating a popular front 
of working class and progressive 

forces “to advance, deepen and 
defend our democracy and our 
national sovereignty.”

The party announced that it 
would set out a “road map” to help 
develop this popular front, and that 
this will involve “active engage-
ment with our alliance partners and 
a wide range of worker and progres-
sive formations; the development of 
a common platform emerging from 
this process of engagement at all 
levels, national, provincial and local; 
and an active audit of the SACP’s 
own organizational capacity.”

SACP general secretary Blade 
Nzimande stressed that the party is 
looking beyond its customary range 
of partners: “We are not only going 
to be consulting allies, we are also 
going to consult wider than that – 
a whole range of other progressive 
forces with which we may share the 
same orientation and interests.”

It is within this context that in 
its declaration the party cautiously 
affi rmed the commitment to contest-
ing elections: “After considerable 
debate at congress, we have resolved 
that while the SACP will certainly 
contest elections, the exact modal-
ity in which we do so, needs to be 
determined by way of a concrete 
analysis of the concrete reality and 
through the process of active engage-
ment with worker and progressive 
formations.”

South Africa’s next national 
elections are in 2019. Before that, 
the ANC has its 54th national con-
ference, in December this year, at 
which it will elect a new leader. This 
will be a make or break event for 
the ANC. Damaged by a poor show-
ing at local elections last year due to 
rising dissatisfaction and among its 
erstwhile support bases, the ruling 
party could face losing its majority 
in 2019.

The SACP congress grappled 
with the implications of this, both 
in terms of whether the ANC can 

reform itself into a unifi ed and uncor-
rupted party, or whether its failure to 
do so will necessitate its traditional 
partners creating a new type of alli-
ance based on a popular front of pro-
gressive formations. For the SACP 
the key issue here is the fate of the 
NDR and the effort to reassert it as 
the most direct route to socialism. 
The prevailing mood among the con-
gress delegates was that the party has 
to create electoral leverage to accom-
plish this.

The SACP is now larger than 
at any time in its history. Outgoing 
SACP deputy general secretary 
Jeremy Cronin recalled how during 
his work in the underground strug-
gle in the 1970s the party had maybe 
15 active members arranged in cells 
inside the country. Five years ago, at 
the time of its last national congress, 
the SACP had 150,000 members. It 
now has 284,554 members, and is 
South Africa’s fastest growing polit-
ical party.

Though the party’s congresses 
are held every fi ve years, the next 
two years, in the run-up to the 2019 
elections, will see the party meet 
in a range of special and extended 
forums, including a special national 
congress, to respond to the pace of 
political developments in the country.

In his political report to the con-
gress, Blade Nzimande said: “It is 
diffi cult to predict what will happen 
over the coming six months. Which 
is why we say that this will require 
of the SACP: 
• strategic consistency, not free-
fl oating opportunism or short-term 
emotional responses; 

• analytical alertness, not to be 
locked into mouthing timeless 
platitudes about the class struggle 
in general; and 

• tactical fl exibility, the ability not 
to be caught fl at-footed while 
still being guided by strategic 
consistency.”

People’s World 

International

Forging new popular front
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Environmental blackmail
In an extraordinary move, the Federal 
Treasurer, Scott Morrison, has threatened 
to cut GST to state and territory govern-
ments unless they overturn constraints on 
gas fracking.

He’s trying to withhold taxpayer funds that 
are needed for basic services as a means of forc-
ing states and territories into opening up the 
country to the fracking giants.

In our book, that’s blackmail, plain and 
simple. If you are as outraged at this move as 
we are, please take action: lockthegate.good.do

The Lock the Gate Alliance

Letter from Venezuela
Things are getting extremely serious in 
Venezuela. A rogue ex-special police agent 
stole a state helicopter and used it to attack 
the supreme court with grenades and bullets. 
The pilot fl ew a sign citing article 350 of 
the constitution, which the opposition have 
used in recent weeks to declare themselves in 
rebellion against the government.

In social media videos, the rogue pilot said 
he represented a coalition of military, police 
offi cers and civilians. This seems unlikely given 
the fact that there were no simultaneous attacks 
elsewhere, but we are talking about an armed 
attack against the state.

On my way home driving through the streets 
of Caracas at about 11 pm, the atmosphere is very 

tense. There are tanks in the street, and a sense of 
panic, compounded by the almost constant vio-
lent protests of the opposition, which mean that 
you can clash with a street blockade at any time 
or be attacked for being a Chavista in the street.

When I got home, there was broken glass 
on the street and worried neighbours outside. A 
group of opposition people had set fi re to a rub-
bish container and walked through the streets 
breaking bottles and chanting that the govern-
ment is going to fall before being dispersed by 
police. My neighbours are still all outside, ashen 
faced keeping watch. The situation is extreme-
ly serious and people are very worried. I truly 
believe that we quite possibly stand on the cusp 
of civil war. 

Rachael Boothroyd Rojas

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

We appreciate the Secretariat’s presen-
tation of the reference document on this 
agenda item, based on the State of Food 
and Agriculture (SOFA) 2016 report, with 
the theme of “Climate Change, Agriculture 
and Food Security.”

Climate change is described as one of the 
greatest challenges of our time in the Agenda 
2030 for Sustainable Development which 
explicitly calls for urgent action to combat cli-
mate change and its impacts. As underscored 
in the SOFA report, unless action is taken now 
to make agriculture more sustainable, pro-
ductive and resilient, the impacts of climate 
change will seriously compromise food pro-
duction in regions that are already highly food 
insecure. Even though climate change affects 
world food security and agriculture produc-
tion as a whole, its impacts are more strongly 
felt among poor and vulnerable populations of 
developing countries.

Developing countries are particularly at risk 
of declining yields as a result of climate change, 
according to the Fifth Assessment Report of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC). Indeed, lower productivity in agricul-
ture resulting from climate change will have 
serious negative implications for livelihoods 
and food security, especially for smallholders 
and family farmers in rural areas.

In the implementation of the Paris 
Agreement, it is crucial to consider the particu-
larities of agriculture and food systems for their 
contributions to safeguarding food security and 
ending hunger. The Agreement is a collective 
achievement of all parties. It aims to bolster 
the implementation of the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change, in particu-
lar considering the common but differentiat-
ed responsibilities and respective capabilities, 
in light of different national circumstances. 
Equity, human rights and the right to develop-
ment are all interconnected and shall underpin 
our shared goals of combating climate change 
and eradicate hunger and poverty.

Developing countries are already making 
a signifi cant contribution to the fi ght against 
climate change, even if constrained by limited 
capacity building, fi nancial and technological 
support. One of the major challenges (if not 
the main one) faced by our group of countries 
in implementing the Paris Agreement is essen-
tially about means of implementation.

To effectively implement our commit-
ments under the UN Framework Convention 
on Climate Change and the Paris Agreement, 
developing countries will require support from 
developed countries, including through the ful-
fi lment of their commitments and obligations 
under the Convention related to the provision 

of fi nancial resources, based on their respon-
sibilities for historical emissions. We reiterate 
that economic and social development, poverty 
eradication, and adaptation to climate change 
and its co-benefi ts are the overriding priorities 
of developing countries in relation with the 
issue of climate change, agriculture and food 
security.

The SOFA report rightly pointed out that 
adequate climate fi nancing and agricultural 
investments are essential to enable the tran-
sition to sustainable agricultural practices. A 
huge shortfall in fi nancing and investments still 
needs to be fi lled, particularly to enable small-
holder producers in developing countries to 
better access credit and other fi nancing instru-
ments for investing in new technologies and 
practices. 

Efforts should continue to strengthen devel-
oping countries’ capacities to develop actions 
towards climate change, achieve food secu-
rity and improve nutrition, including through 
international cooperation, such as South-South 
and Triangular cooperation and North-South 
cooperation.

Adequate, predictable and sustained 
fi nance, technology and capacity building must 
be ensured to assist developing country parties 
to enhance our climate actions.

Special attention must be given to women, 
who make up around 43 percent of the agricul-
tural labour force in developing countries, with 
fewer endowments and entitlements than men, 
and with even more limited access to infor-
mation and services, and gender-determined 
household responsibilities.

While we recognise that one area with a 
large potential for policy realignment is the 
redesign of agricultural support measures to 
facilitate, rather than impede, the transition to 
sustainable agriculture, we caution that such 

redesign should not lead to and be used as a jus-
tifi cation to extend more trade-distortive sup-
port measures.

We concur that trade restrictions which 
limit the response of global agricultural pro-
duction to changes in demand and supply 
under climate change should be in line with the 
Agenda 2030, in particular to promote a univer-
sal, rules-based, open, non-discriminatory and 
equitable multilateral trading system under the 
World Trade Organisation, including through 
the conclusion of negotiations under its Doha 
Development Agenda. 

We consider that trade distortions that 
lead to over-exploitation of natural resourc-
es, including those contributing to climate 
change, should be eliminated. The WTO 11th 
Ministerial Conference offers an opportunity 
in this regard.

The fi ght against climate change is an irre-
versible and unavoidable process that is fully 
compatible with economic growth and sus-
tainable development strategies as defi ned at 
national level, according to national capacities 
and circumstances. To collectively respond 
to this common challenge, new opportunities 
are rising to promote innovation and sustain-
able development, reconciling economic pros-
perity, social inclusion and environmental 
conservation.

The Group of 77 and China remain com-
mitted to fi ght climate change, recognising that 
its Member States have been the most affected 
by its adverse impacts which erode our devel-
opment gains and undermine and delay the 
achievement of the goals contained in the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development.

The G77 & China endorse the recommend-
ed actions by the Conference in the reference 
document.

Thank you. 

The State of Food and Agriculture

Culture
&Lifeby

Over 1,000 delegates gathered in Rome July 3-8 to attend the 40th Session of the 
FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations) Conference with the 
theme of Climate Change, Agriculture and Food Security. A delegation of the South 
Centre attended the FAO conference which is held every two years. The Conference 
comprises plenary meetings, committee meetings and several side events on issues of 
climate change, biodiversity, water scarcity and conflict and migration among others. 
Below is the full statement of the G77 and China, delivered by Elias Eljuri Abraham, 
Permanent Representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
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The Beguiled
Writer-director Sofi a Coppola is only the 
second woman in the history of the Cannes 
Film Festival to be named best director for 
this smouldering pot-boiler, set in the south 
during the American civil war. Told from 
the female perspective, it skilfully turns the 
tables on the battle of the sexes.

It centres on an injured enemy soldier who 
is holed up in a reclusive girls’ boarding school 
with a group of sexually repressed women and 
young girls. Based on the novel by Thomas 
Cullinan, it’s a remake of the 1971 Don Siegel 
fi lm starring Clint Eastwood, with Colin Farrell 
as the Irish mercenary for hire who opens up a 
can of sexual worms at the school run by head 
teacher Miss Martha (Nicole Kidman).

A masterclass in simmering sexual tension 
is heightened by Philippe Le Sourd’s exqui-
site cinematography, with the numerous can-
dlelit scenes creating stunning snapshots of a 
past era.

It’s a gorgeous-looking thriller, offset by 
powerful performances by Kidman, Kirsten 
Dunst as one of the teachers and Elle Fanning 
as a provocative, Lolita-style schoolgirl.

Dunst in particular gives the performance 
of her career as the kindly but downtrodden 
spinster Edwina in whom still waters run deep, 
while Farrell is on charming and duplicitous 
form as John McBurney. He seduces them all 
but then fi nds himself in his own private hell as 
events spiral out of control.

There’s no exploration of the politics of the 
time – the power struggle of the sexes is the 
focus and, for once, it is a man being used and 
abused by women in a war context.

Coppola has reportedly been accused of 
whitewashing history for not including any of 
the black characters from Cullinan’s book and 
their lack in the fi lm is explained by the line: 
“The slaves left.”

It might have made for a richer and more 
accurate drama if they had not. But as an illus-
tration of the adage: “Hell hath no fury like a 
woman scorned,” The Beguiled is a seductively 
provocative cautionary tale.

Maria Duarte

The Death of Louis XIV
This fi lm’s title means, of course, that sus-
pense is unavoidably absent. Yet writer-
director Albert Serra’s sheer cinematic 
brilliance means that his fi lm – based on the 
memoirs by two courtiers present during 
the last days of the French monarch – grips 
from start to fi nish.

The Death of Louis XIV is about a man 
preparing for his own demise who lives in 
pain every day despite being the king and 
Serra creates a series of fascinating tableaux 
whose inherent drama is exceptional without 
ever resorting to smart-ass editing or clichéd 
music.

Period detail and costumes, superbly photo-
graphed by Jonathan Ricquebourg, are perfect 
and never overwhelm the drama. We share the 
dying monarch’s claustrophobia since, exclud-
ing a brief opening scene, everything takes 
place in his bedroom.

There he’s looked after by a doctor Fagon 
(Patrick D’assumcao) and he’s variously visited 
by his valet and courtiers, some of whom try to 
con funds from the dying 76-year-old, a coun-
terfeit medic offering an elixir containing bull 
sperm and frog fat and, movingly early in the 
fi lm, by the “dogs that I love so much” before 
gangrene fi nally claims his life.

Dramatic laurels go to Jean-Pierre Leaud, 
whose portrayal of the increasingly pain-rav-
aged monarch, his gaunt face surrounded by a 
massive periwig, is magnifi cent, moving and 
unforgettable.

He creates an all-too credible character 
whose inevitable fate is subliminally signalled 
in his eyes in almost every frame.

Alan Frank

War for the 
Planet of the Apes
War for the Planet of the Apes is much 
more than the third instalment in one of 
the smartest and most thought-provoking 
blockbuster franchises this century. It’s a 
fi tting closing chapter to a highly poignant 
story familiar to fans of the series.

But what this latest Planet does is explore 
how it happened.

Andy Serkis, king of motion capture, deliv-
ers another astoundingly emotive performance 
as Caesar, revolutionary leader of the apes, 
who transforms from peacemaker to avenging 
fi ghter when his family is killed by a group of 
humans led by The Colonel, a ruthless mili-
tary leader played to perfection by Woody 
Harrelson.

While the apes are thriving, the human 
population continues to dwindle. They are 
being hunted down and many are killed by 
The Colonel’s men, while the rest are held and 
abused in concentration camps.

The only light relief comes in the shape of 
the adorable but hapless Bad Ape (Steve Zahn), 
hilarious in an otherwise bleak setting. Directed 
by Matt Reeves, the fi lm is once again a seam-
less melding of extraordinary CGI and a pow-
erhouse script, in which the apes are believable 
characters who take on the qualities and moral 
values of human beings which the latter seem 
to be losing fast.

Darkest of the fi lms to date, it’s focus is the 
battle to save Caesar’s soul and you can’t help 
be moved by these characters in what seems the 
perfect ending to the trilogy.

MD

David Lynch: The Art Life
Cineastes will relish this undernourished 
biography of the feted auteur of fi lms such 
as Eraserhead, Mulholland Drive, The 
Elephant Man and TV’s Twin Peaks.

Non-worshippers, however, should wait for 
it on TV.

The directors’ mission is to chart an inti-
mate journey through the formative years of 
Lynch’s life and, while never tedious, it’s a 
voyage which frequently promises more than 
it delivers.

Lynch talks us through his childhood in 
small-town America, creating fascinating 
paintings, spending time at the Pennsylvania 
Academy of Fine Art and moving on to 
moving images on fi lm and subsequent cin-
ematic fame.

Unexpected elisions include no mention of 
three of his four wives.

“Do you know what I really think?” he asks 
at the start. Chances are that you still won’t 
know after seeing the fi lm.

AF

Cars 3
After delving into 007 territory in the last 
sequel, the Cars franchise returns to its rac-
ing-car roots, with the legendary Lightning 
McQueen (Owen Wilson) fi ghting off new 
kid on the block and racing upstart, the 
sleek, stylish and extraordinarily fast 
Jackson Storm (Armie Hammer).

There’s a lot of soul-searching as Lightning 
attempts to regain his mojo and stave off retire-
ment, taking solace in his old mentor Doc 
Hudson’s wise words via fl ashbacks, voiced 
posthumously by Paul Newman.

Lightning is forced to turn to new train-
er Cruz Ramirez (Cristela Alonzo) for help, 
courtesy of new boss Sterling (Nathan Fillion) 
who’s all about the branding.

Ramirez is a frustrated racer who never 
pursued her dream and specialises in work-
ing out with the latest technology. It’s all very 
much old school versus new but the problem 
is that there’s too much angst and emotional 
introspection. That may be great for the adults 
but there’s not enough car racing for the under-
fi ves, many of whom seemed bored and restless 
at the screening I attended.

It seems this Pixar franchise is running out 
of tread. 
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Mar Centenera

Forty years ago, Argentina’s “Mothers 
of Plaza de Mayo” planted the seeds of a 
resistance movement when they took to the 
capital’s main square to demand answers 
about the fate of their children who had 
disappeared at the hands of the military 
junta which had seized power. Although 
civilian rule was restored in 1983 and some 
of those guilty have since been convicted, 
the now octogenarian mothers still continue 
to march demanding full accountability for 
the “30,000 disappeared”.

Forty years ago, 14 women gathered in a 
Buenos Aires square known as Plaza de Mayo. 
They were looking for their children, who had 
disappeared at the hands of the military dicta-
torship. They were scared, but their desire to 
fi nd their loved ones was stronger than their 
fear. They spontaneously decided to join forces 
in order to force the military junta to give them 
some answers.

None of them could have imagined at the 
time that they were planting the seeds of a 
movement which would never be eradicated 
from the square, and which would grow to be 
known the world over.

These days, the capital of Argentina is 
organising music festivals, photography 
exhibitions, symposiums and documen-
tary screenings as a tribute to the Mothers 
of Plaza de Mayo, those brave souls who 
became a symbol of resistance against the 
horrors of the regime.

At fi rst, they would sit on the benches and 
talk, using their knitting as a cover to throw 
off the uniformed guards who stared at them 
suspiciously. Any gathering of three or more 
people was forbidden under the state of siege, 
and at one point a police offi cer told them to 
keep moving. The women got up and began 
circling the monument to Belgrano and then the 
Piramide de Mayo, across from the government 
palace known as Casa Rosada.

“When he told us to keep moving, he trig-
gered an endless dance,” says Nora Cortinas, 
whose son Carlos Gustavo Cortinas was kid-
napped, never to be seen again, 15 days before 
the creation of the Mothers of Plaza de Mayo.

Just like him, men and women who were 
members of guerrilla groups, political organi-
sations and unions were being dragged out of 
their homes and plucked from the streets and 
taken to clandestine detention centres. Because 

no charges were ever brought against them, nor 
their location disclosed, the people who were 
“sucked up” in this way became los desapare-
cidos, or the disappeared.

The list of crimes perpetrated by the state 
included kidnappings, torture, baby theft from 
women who gave birth while in prison, and 
forced disappearances that took many forms, 
including the “death fl ights” in which detainees 
were drugged and weighed down before being 
thrown off aircraft and into the River Plate.

“At fi rst we had high hopes of fi nding them 
alive,” explains Hebe de Bonafi ni, president of 
the Mothers of Plaza de Mayo. “We were cer-
tain that we would fi nd them, and that is why 
we put all our energy and love into that effort.”

“We couldn’t imagine that it was going 
to be so brutal,” adds Mirta Baravalle, whose 
daughter Ana Maria was kidnapped in 1976, 
when she was fi ve months pregnant.

The state repression had begun in 1974, but 
it surged after the military coup of 24 March 
1976. In just a few months, the desaparecidos
could be counted by the thousands. At police 
precincts and prisons, women ran into other 
women looking just as downcast as themselves, 
and asked: “You too?”

“There were 14 mothers at fi rst; when I 
joined we were already 20, and the number 
grew by the week,” recalls Cortinas. A few 

months later they began wearing white head-
scarves – originally these were their children’s 
cloth nappies – and the head covering quickly 
became the symbol of their struggle.

The regime wrote them off as “those crazy 
women”, but they didn’t care. Week after week 
they marched around the central monument on 
Plaza de Mayo to demand that their children 
be returned to them alive, and given a proper 
trial if it turned out that they had committed 
any crimes.

The movement did not peter out even when 
three of its members were kidnapped in late 
1977, including founder Azucena Villafl or. 
They were betrayed by a former navy captain, 
Alfredo Astiz, who infi ltrated the group after 
passing himself off as the brother of a miss-
ing man.

“Having fought for life and against death, 
even when death has passed right by your side 
so many times, gives you a lot of courage,” says 
de Bonafi ni.

The association celebrated Argentina’s 
return to democracy in 1983, and the trial of 
junta members who were sentenced to life in 
prison. But they kept right on fi ghting against 
the impunity that was encoded into laws by the 
Raul Alfonsin administration (1983-89), fol-
lowed by the government pardons awarded by 
Carlos Menem (1989-99) to the regime leaders.

Their demands for justice and for the 
preservation of the memory of the 30,000 
people who disappeared under the military 
regime were bolstered by the derogation of 
amnesty laws under the Kirchner adminis-
trations. Hundreds of trials have since been 
reopened, turning Argentina into a global role 
model.

Now mostly octogenarians, the Mothers 
keep going to the square every Thursday. They 
have been divided since 1986, when a splin-
ter group broke off and founded the Mothers 
of Plaza de Mayo – Founding Line due to dis-
agreements over state compensation and the 
identifi cation of remains.

But there are still more things uniting than 
dividing them: “30,000 disappeared, present!” 
they all chant out from both sides of the square, 
as though challenging the new administration 
of President Mauricio Macri for daring to ques-
tion that fi gure.

“Mothers of the square, the people embrace 
you,” they often hear from those passing by. In 
the meantime, the Mothers cling to their belief 
that one day they will fi nd out what happened 
to all the missing victims of the repression, and 
to their hope that the new generations will carry 
on their fi ght.
Third World Resurgence 
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