COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUS

The Workers’ Weekly

#1779 May 31, 2017

WWW.Cpa.org.auv

ISSN 1325-295X

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander delegates
from across the country have agreed to a land-
mark Uluru Statement calling for the establish-
ment of a First Nations’ voice enshrined in the
constitution.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social
Justice Commissioner June Oscar described the
Uluru Statement as a significant milestone for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples,
saying constitutional reform will enable real change
in the lives our Australia’s First Peoples.

Commissioner Oscar also acknowledged the
significant work of Referendum Council Co-Chair
Pat Anderson and her colleagues in achieving a
broad consensus on the proposal for change.

“This is just the beginning,” Commissioner
Oscar said.

“Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peo-
ples have devoted a significant amount of time to
these discussions over many years, in fact, over
generations.

“This movement for change has been a long
conversation for our peoples. We hope that the
nation will recognise this and acknowledge consti-
tutional change needs to occur.”

Delegates will now work through options to
take the reform proposal to Government and the
Australian people. &

Human Rights

We, gathered at the 2017 National
Constitutional Convention, coming from
all points of the southern sky, make this
statement from the heart:

Our Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander tribes were the first sovereign
Nations of the Australian continent and its
adjacent islands, and possessed it under our
own laws and customs.

This our ancestors did, according to the
reckoning of our culture, from the Creation,
according to the common law from “time
immemorial”, and according to science
more than 60,000 years ago.

This sovereignty is a spiritual notion:
the ancestral tie between the land, or
“mother nature”, and the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples who were
born therefrom, remain attached thereto,
and must one day return thither to be united
with our ancestors. This link is the basis
of the ownership of the soil, or better, of
sovereignty. It has never been ceded or

extinguished and co-exists with the sover-
eignty of the Crown.

How could it be otherwise? That peo-
ples possessed a land for sixty millennia and
this sacred link disappears from world his-
tory in merely the last two hundred years?
With substantive constitutional change and
structural reform, we believe this ancient
sovereignty can shine through as a fuller
expression of Australia’s nationhood.

Proportionally, we are the most incar-
cerated people on the planet. We are not an
innately criminal people. Our children are
alienated from their families at unprecedent-
ed rates. This cannot be because we have
no love for them. And our youth languish in
detention in obscene numbers. They should
be our hope for the future.

These dimensions of our crisis tell
plainly the structural nature of our problem.
This is the torment of our powerlessness.

We seek constitutional reforms to
empower our people and take a rightful

place in our own country. When we have
power over our destiny our children will
flourish.

They will walk in two worlds and their
culture will be a gift to their country.

We call for the establishment of a First
Nations Voice enshrined in the Constitution.
Makarrata is the culmination of our agenda:
the coming together after a struggle. It cap-
tures our aspirations for a fair and truthful
relationship with the people of Australia and
a better future for our children based on jus-
tice and self-determination.

We seek a Makarrata Commission to
supervise a process of agreement-making
between governments and First Nations and
truth-telling about our history.

In 1967 we were counted; in 2017 we
seek to be heard. We leave base camp and
start our trek across this vast country.

We invite you to walk with us in a
movement of the Australian people for a
better future.
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In the aftermath of the indiscriminate attacks in the city of New
York in 2001, Australia pledged its support to a global war on terror.
At the tip of the spear, we joined military invasions of Afghanistan
in 2001 and Iraq in 2003 with the stated objective of obliterating
Al-Qaeda and the Taliban and depose Saddam Hussein.

Fire has been met with fire and as a result hundreds of thousands
of innocent people have been killed and displaced in Afghanistan,
Iraq, Yemen, Somalia, Pakistan and places far from here.

In Australia, ground stations at places like Pine Gap have sup-
ported targeted drone assassinations of suspected terrorist figures,
and everyone in their immediate vicinity, in any country in which
the US chooses to conduct them. Across the Five Eyes alliance of
intelligence agencies, Australia has supported the development of
high-resolution, real-time surveillance of the entire population,
militarising the entire internet in the process. US bases in Australia
have been expanded ceding our sovereignty to the US.

Against this background the powers of police and intelligence
agencies are expanded and widened to fight the so called “war on
terror”; and every time we surrender some of our hard-fought
freedoms, we are told to accept in good faith that these expanded
powers are needed to keep us safe such as detention without charge
and sedition laws.

ASIO can now copy, delete or modify data held on any computer
covered by a warrant. It can use innocent third-party computers to
gain access to a computer that is part of a network it has a warrant
to monitor. In fact, the definition of “network” is so wide open,
ASIO could monitor the entire Australian network — a network of
networks — with just one warrant. ASIO can also store the content
of communications — going well beyond the storage of metadata by
internet providers.

The Senate passed the National Security Legislation Amendment
Bill (No 1) 2014 with the full support of the Labor Party. The han-
dling of amendments to the Bill was appalling, there was no debate
as expected, the Attorney General remained mute when serious and
important questions were asked of him and the Senate was treated
with utter contempt.

The legislation built on the coercive, draconian ASIO and other
terror laws passed by the Howard government. The legislation is
wide open to abuse with reportage of ASIO or police actions on
“security” matters illegal and punishable by 10 years in jail. This
applies to journalists, anyone taken in for questioning, even if it is
because there is a suspicion that the person might know something
or might associate with a suspect, as well as be suspects themselves.
The Bill criminalises legitimate journalist reporting of matters in the
public interest and it overturns the public’s right to know. Whistle
blowers will be jailed.

The original bill provided immunity for those carrying out tor-
ture; this has been amended but the amendment cannot be taken
seriously as anyone reporting torture could be jailed for 10 years.

It strengthens ASIO’s powers, boosts its funding and abolishes
the National Security Legislation Monitor, the only semblance of
accountability or “independent” review of the application of the laws.

Freedom of the press, already severely limited by the high con-
centration of media ownership in Australia, is in the process of
being outlawed.

Under the new laws if you are arrested for a terrorist offence
you will be in jail for a long time with little chance of getting bail.
Under these circumstances you want it to be done on more than a
whim or a guess.

There is nothing in the legislation that would prevent ASIO and
other agencies using these powers against any who might express
dissent or question the capitalist system.

The ramping up of fear over terrorism is also happening at the
same time that the US military is building up its forces in the north
of the country in preparations for war against China.

The assault against workers and their unions has also been
ramped up as the struggle of the working class inevitably extends
beyond the workplace to fighting for and defending health care,
public education, public transport, social security and all the other
social and economic gains we tend to take for granted.

Stronger, militant unions are the biggest barrier to employer
dreams of life without unions, and the government/big business
agenda of destroying the social security system and public sector.

Class war — people versus profits — is being waged by the govern-
ment, media and employers.

PRESS FUND

US President Trump’s opinions on crucial issues fluctuate wildly
from one day to the next. But what’s consistent about him is
that he supports US big business. When he attacks his European
partners for not paying their financial dues to NATO, he really
wants them to purchase US-made armaments, in return for the
US acting as a global enforcer for European interests. It’s a
business deal, a fee for goods and services. Military, diplomatic,
climate and economic catastrophes are now looming with
Trump as US President. The Guardian will campaign against
his malignant influence, but we need your help, so please send
us a contribution for the next issue. Many thanks to this week’s
contributors, as follows:

C Greer $50, J Hodgson $25, L Kiek $20, KM $10,
Mark Mannion $10, G Pittura $5, “Rough Red” $5,
“Round Figure” $15, G Spiers $100

This week’s total $240 Progressive total: $3,020
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Save Dave Campaign

Australia’s industrial laws are
broken and it’s individuals like
NSW miner Dave McLachlan who
are suffering.

Dave, a miner in Southern
NSW was fired in April by South32
for standing up for his workmates
against an employer who had failed
to implement the terms of an EBA for
nearly 18 months.

Dave and his workmates had
been protesting against South32’s
refusal to provide a laundry service
for their coal-ridden work uniforms
for 18 months, despite a legal agree-
ment to do so. Dave led a 10 minute
protest with his colleagues in his
undies to further highlight the issue.
He was then sacked

South32’s action demonstrates
better than any slogan that Australia’s
laws are broken. South32 can simply
thumb its nose at a legally binding
agreement for 18 months but when a
union delegate tries to make a point
in a humorous but effective manner
he is sacked.

Dave’s’ guts and determination
to stand up for mates should make
us all proud.

South32’s actions should make
us all ashamed that we have let our
laws become so unbalanced.

The right to protest is fun-
damental not only to the union
movement but to a free and open
society, and it is to the great shame
of South32 that they have acted in

Appin miners at the undie protest in early March. Inset: Dave McLachlan.

such a heavy-handed way against
a man with an impeccable work
record protesting against their own
misconduct.

“The Australian Council of Trade
Unions and the entire union move-
ment is behind Dave and we will
use every means at our disposal to
expose the industrial thuggery by
South32,” said ACTU secretary Sally
McManus.

“As the secretary of the ACTU I
am proud to stand with workers like
Dave and this weekend I’1l be get-
ting that message out to the people
of Wollongong through a series of
TV ads running during the nightly
news.” &

Correction

try, not the world.

In the article “Art as transformation” (Guardian May 10), in reference to “a series of symbolic dolls
which were curated in an exhibition that toured the world ...” should read “The dolls were exhibited at
the Museum of Contemporary Art in Sydney.” Also, that the Noongar Dolls Exhibition toured the coun-

1

you want?

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

The feminist movement as at present instituted is Inadequate. Women
if you want to realise yourselves — you are on the eve of a devastating
psychological upheaval — all your pet illusions must be unmasked — the
lies of centuries have got to go — are you prepared for the Wrench.
There is no half-measure — NO scratching on the surface of the rubbish
heap of tradition, will bring about Reform, the only method is Absolute
Demolition. Cease to place your confidence in economic legislation,
vice-crusades & uniform education — you are glossing over Reality.
Professional & commercial careers are opening up for you — Is that all

Mina Loy, poet activist 1882-1966

Support The Guardian by donating to Press Fund
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The call by a United Nations expert
for an Australian human rights
act reminds us that fundamental
human rights in Australia are not
protected by a Bill of Rights, says
the Australian Lawyers Alliance
(ALA).

The UN Special Rapporteur on
the human rights of migrants visit-
ed Australia in November 2016 to
investigate the human rights status
of migrants and people being held by
Australia in immigration detention. A
report on his visit will be presented to
the UN Human Rights Council next
month.

In the report, the Special
Rapporteur noted that the “strong
focus on securitisation and punish-
ment blemishes the country’s good
human rights record” and that “it is
a fundamental principle of human
rights law that one person cannot
be punished only for the reason of
deterring another”. Ultimately, the
Special Rapporteur concluded that
“regarding human rights issues, the
[offshore processing] system cannot
be salvaged”.

The report added that “cross-
ing borders irregularly is at most an
administrative offence and cannot
be considered a crime, especially
when done with a view to request-
ing international protection.” It said
that “pushbacks and screening at sea”
do not meet Australia’s human rights
obligations.

ALA national president Tony
Kenyon welcomed the report, saying
it was a wake-up call regarding the
status of human rights protections in
Australia.

“Australia should guarantee that
no one will ever again be subjected
to the systematic inhumane treatment
that arises in offshore detention, as
has been revealed by so many reports
and investigations,” Mr Kenyon said.

“As Australia seeks election as
a member of the UN Human Rights
Council, it must demonstrate its com-
mitment to respecting human rights
by implementing the recommenda-
tions of UN experts.”

“The Special Rapporteur was
right when he said that the only way
to resolve this problem is to end the
offshore detention policy. Australia
must finally join the vast majority of
countries and pass a strong human
rights act that provides genuine pro-
tection to everyone subjected to
Australia’s jurisdiction,” Mr Kenyon
said.

“Of particular concern is the
sexual assault of female asylum seek-
ers and refugees on Nauru. Women
living in offshore detention facilities
are getting married for protection,

Australia

Human Rights

because they know there is no pro-
tection from the police, according to
the Special Rapporteur,” Mr Kenyon
said.

The report contains more than
30 specific recommendations to the
Australian government, to ensure the
treatment of migrants does not con-
flict with obligations under interna-
tional law, including:
* Incorporating human rights
protections into its law, by way of
a constitutional guarantee, a Bill
of Rights, or “at least a legislative
guarantee of human rights — a
human rights act — with a clause
of precedence over all other
legislation”.
Ensuring that all legislation,
including the Migration Act, is
fully in line with international
human rights standards.
Ensuring that immigration
detention is only used “as a
measure of last resort and is
limited to the shortest time
possible”. Migrants should
only be detained if they present
a danger to the public or of
absconding.
Stateless people and refugees
with adverse security or character
assessments should not be held in
indefinite detention.
Quickly closing down the
regional processing centres in
Papua New Guinea and Nauru
and terminating the offshore
processing policy, in order to
remedy the systemic human rights
violations that the policy gives
rise to.
Ensuring that reports of abuse
in regional processing centres
are properly investigated by
an independent and competent
oversight mechanism, and that

persons found guilty are held
accountable.

Ensuring full and proper access to
justice for all detainees, including
by means of a more accountable
system for lodging complaints
within detention centres.
Ensuring that migrants, asylum
seekers and refugees have free
access to competent lawyers

so that they can “challenge any
decision made that threatens their
rights and freedoms, especially in
expulsion, detention and asylum
procedures”.

Repealing laws that discriminate
against migrants on the basis of
disability.

“Administrative decisions sur-
rounding migration can have serious
ramifications, such as deportation to
cruel, inhuman or degrading treat-
ment in offshore detention, or even
being sent back to face death in
a migrant’s home country, as the
Special Rapporteur has noted,” Mr
Kenyon said.

“As we hear that the detention
centre on Manus Island will be clos-
ing down soon, it is essential that
everyone who has been sent there
by Australia is treated humanely and
that their safety is assured. Forcing
people to settle in PNG is not the
answer. Implementing the Special
Rapporteur’s recommendations in
full is more important than ever.”

“A strong federal human rights
act will ensure that the rights of eve-
ryone in Australia are protected,” Mr
Kenyon said.

“The ill-treatment that we see too
often in immigration detention could
be avoided if essential protections,
such as access to natural justice and
fair trial guarantees, were enshrined
in legislation.” &

From the archives

The Socialist, May 1981

Pay Office

They call it take-home pay because there’s
no other place you can afford to go with it!
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international campaign
to abolish nuclear weapons

National Day of Action to

BAN THE BOMB

17 June 2017

ICAN’s National Day of Action is to celebrate and draw media attention to the
second meeting at the UN to agree on a treaty to ban nuclear weapons. The march
to ban the bomb is an opportunity to stand up against Australia’s boycott of this
historic process and to display the diversity and high level of public support for a
ban nationwide.

Let’s join together as we continue to pressure the Australian Government to
support a ban and demonstrate that there is political risk in boycotting the
negotiations.

Australia has signed on to treaties banning chemical and biological weapons, anti-
personnel landmines and cluster munitions. Australia must now support a ban on
the most catastrophic weapon ever invented.

Join one of the following events to show that you support a ban of nuclear
weapons.

Sydney - Women’s March to Ban the Bomb!
Saturday 17 June from 12pm-3pm - 2-12 Macquarie St, Parramatta

In Sydney, we will begin at the office of Defence Minister, Senator Marise Payne,
in Jesse Street House and march to the Parramatta River to finish with a picnic in
Prince Alfred Square.

This March is women-led and inclusive of all genders, ages, sexualities, cultures
and faiths. It is intended to build upon movements at the forefront of the resistance
to weapons and war.

Contact Gem at gem@icanw.org or Margot at wilpf.nsw@wilpf.org.au

Canberra — Ban the Bomb...finally!
Saturday 17 June from 12pm-1pm - Rally at Garema Place, Canberra
Contact: Angela Chen at angela.chen@anu.edu.au

Melbourne — Women’s March to Ban the Bomb!

Saturday 17 June at 1pm
State Library, on the corner of Swanston and La Trobe Streets.

Women-led but inclusive of all.
Contact: Jessica Lawson at jessicashanae@gmail.com

Perth - US bases tour
Friday 16 June - Sunday 18th June

Join us on a whirlwind tour of the US bases close to Perth. We'll leave on a Friday,
head towards Geraldton and come back on Sunday evening. We'll be camping in
State Parks so bring a swag or a tent. $80 per person (includes food and fuel and
no frills) - spaces are limited so book in fast!

For more info or to book your spot e-mail mia.peppper@ccwa.org.au

Brisbane - Women’s March and Rally to Ban the Bomb!
Saturday 17 June at 12pm-3pm - King George Square, Brisbane

This year, more than 130 nations are ending the decades-long disarmament
deadlock and negotiating a treaty to ban nuclear weapons. The new ban will set

a new global standard, placing nuclear weapons on the same legal footing as
chemical and biological weapons, landmines and cluster munitions. The Australian
Government is boycotting this historic negotiating conference; choosing instead to
side with the bomb and those who wield these weapons of mass destruction.

The Women’s March to Ban the Bomb is a women-led initiative; inclusive of all
genders, sexualities, races, ages, faiths, backgrounds and political affiliations.

Contact: communications@wilpf.org.au

Hobart - Women’s Ban the Bomb Vigil
Saturday 17 June from 11am-12pm
Parliament House Gardens, 11 Morrison St, Hobart.

A one-hour vigil. Bring your banners, families and friends to show our government
you want an end to the threat of nuclear war.

Across the world people will be marching on 17 June to show their concern for
the current situation concerning the failure of some nations, America in particular
and Australia to work toward banning nuclear weapons; in spite of over 130 other
nations in the UN working towards this result.

Contact: communications@wilpf.org.au

Darwin

Saturday 17 June

Banner drop to protest Australia’s boycott of the ban treaty negotiations
To help organise and get involved, contact Justin at justin@darwin.email
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A sorry tale of capitalism

Anna Pha

The present scandal enveloping
the Australian Taxation Office
(ATO) is a microcosm of the capi-
talist system in all its all-consum-
ing greed and individualism. It is
the story of how a small group of
conspirators allegedly set out to
rob the ATO of millions of dol-
lars by syphoning off a proportion
of the PAYG payments that had
been deducted from the wages
of the employees of thousands of
contractors whose payrolls they
managed.

In a period of less than 12
months they allegedly syphoned off
$165 million in PAYG tax payments
through a complex web of bank
accounts and trusts while managing a
gross payroll of $1.3 billion through
sham subcontractors.

The allegations have yet to be
tested in court. So far 10 arrests
have been made with seven people
charged with conspiracy to defraud
the Commonwealth, two with
money laundering and another with
extortion.

The story as told includes alle-
gations of fraud, sham contractors,
phoenix companies, privatisation,
greed, internecine fighting over the
carve-up of the spoils, extortion, non-
payment of workers, and the pur-
chase of millions of dollars worth of
luxury goods for personal use with
taxpayer money.

It has the makings of a great film
once the court hearings are over!

The alleged conspirators have
the mentality that keeps the capital-
ist system ticking. Their behaviour
is little different to that witnessed
amongst the traders and financial
advisers in banks, insurance compa-
nies and hedge funds. In fact, they
mostly have backgrounds in finance,
accounting, marketing and taxation
law.

The toll so far:

* The theft of $165 million of

taxpayers’ money of which half is

unlikely to be recovered.

Seven individuals facing charges

of defrauding the Commonwealth,

including Adam and Lauren

Cranston, the son and daughter

of the Deputy Commissioner of

Taxation Michael Cranston.

While there is no suggestion that

Cranston senior was involved

in the scam, he is none-the-less

due to appear in Court in June in

relation to allegations of abusing

his position as a public official

by seeking information about the

tax office’s investigation into the

alleged tax fraud involving his

son, Adam. He was stood down

without pay on May 18.

Four other ATO staffers have

been stood down, including two

Assistant Commissioners.
Ironically, Cranston senior

recently chaired the OECD Task

Force on Tax Crimes. Unauthorised

access to records is considered to be a
serious offence within the ATO.

From legal to illegal

The following is a brief over-
view of how the conspiracy allegedly
evolved and eventually came undone
based on the statement of facts pre-
pared by the Australian Federal
Police for the court on May 17:

Back in April 2014, IT executive
Simon Anquetil set up Plutus Payroll
Australia, a company specialising in
payroll services. Employing aggres-
sive marketing techniques his compa-
ny quickly signed up large numbers
of mostly IT companies and govern-
ment departments as clients who con-
tracted out the management of their
payroll to his company.

It offered a PAYG “zero-fee pay-
roll” service for its clients, handling
wages, superannuation, tax and other
payments for businesses.

These departments included
Defence, Foreign Affairs and Trade,
Social Services, Border Protection
and Justice. Amongst the thousands
of private sector clients were Telstra,
Fujitsu Australia and the IT FinXL.

In effect, the payroll systems of
these government agencies were pri-
vatised. The payroll side of Plutus
was legal.

This “too good to be true” busi-
ness that operated without charging
fees should have rung alarm bells,
but slick marketing answered any
such concerns with claims that it
made its profits from other services.

Then in March 2016, Cranston
junior (Adam) and his mate Jason
Onley set up a company called
Synep. According to Fairfax media
which broke the story, Cranston
(junior) is a finance executive and
Onley is the managing director of a
corporate finance and business con-
sulting service.

“Straw directors”

In June Synep buys Plutus
Payroll and sets up a second tier of
seven firms which are registered as
businesses. They were all registered
between May and July. These second
tier companies had legal responsibil-
ity to Plutus Payroll’s contractors in
handling wages and other worker
entitlements such as superannuation.

In order to distance themselves
from these companies, young and
mostly hard-up directors were
recruited for these firms, what the
Federal Police call “straw directors”.

Cash-strapped people including a
pole dancer, an ex-Nomads bikie, an
unemployed plumber, a single teen
mother, drug addicts and social secu-
rity recipients were recruited to sign
on as directors.

Monthly payments were made
to the straw directors of the second
tier companies while the conspirators
retained control of them. It seems
the less the straw directors knew the
better.

Daniel Rostankovski and an IT
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Adam Cranston leaves Sydney Police Centre in Surry Hills affer being released on bail.

team which included Lauren Cranston
(sister of Adam) and business woman
Devin Michelle Hammond managed
the straw companies.

The idea was to pay the wages
as required, the ATO around 50-60
percent of PAYG tax due on those
wages, and carve up the rest among
themselves. It all seemed too easy.
Tax lawyer Dev Menon was able to
advise them as to the amount they
could cream off without raising
suspicions within the ATO and on
trusts and other measures to hide the
money trail.

He used to work for KPMG and
is presently a partner in Clamenz
Lawyers. “His innovative approach
to tax is highly reputable throughout
the industry and he has been involved
in many prominent tax and insolven-
cy matters,” his profile says on the
law firm’s webpage.

Too greedy by far

The story continues:

The AFP got wind that some-
thing was amiss and began wiretaps
last October. These revealed con-
cerns among the gang that the pro-
portion going to the ATO was down
to 36 percent.

The tapes showed internecine
battles over the carve-up of the tak-
ings, in particular Cranston jun-
ior’s spending sprees and Simon
Anquetil’s desire to retain 20 percent
of the spoils.

It gets serious when in December
one of the straw directors, Danielle
McDonnell, allegedly took control of
a second tier company’s bank account
which had $1 million in it. As a result
that second tier company could not
pay wages for one of its clients or the
50-60 percent needed for the ATO.

If ever there were an indictment
of capitalism and all its 21st
century features then it would
be hard to go past the fraud
allegations enveloping the
Avustralian Taxation Office.

They did not want to pay it from
another second tier company as that
would create a link between them.

The ATO investigations contin-
ued with the net closing in on the
gang. The ATO serves garnishee
orders on five of the straw compa-
nies in January 2017, and they cannot
make any payments to the contrac-
tors. Cranston junior seeks assist-
ance from his father to check on the
ATO’s audit of Plutus which leads to
the unauthorised access of records.

Stephen Barrett who had offered
A Current Affair a scoop on the ATO
scam which was rejected turns his
attention demanding $5 million pay-
ment from the gang.

On April 27 the ATO, which
was co-operating with the AFP in
the investigation, froze the bank
accounts of Plutus for unpaid debts
meaning contractors and workers
could not be paid. When Menon
became aware that the ATO realised
they had outstanding liabilities that
they could not meet he discussed
with Cranston junior the winding up
of the two tier companies — what is
known as phoenixing.

That’s the story so far according
to the allegations made in a statement
by the AFP prepared for the court on
May 17.

Raids

The AFP carried out raids on a
number of Sydney properties, search-
ing premises and seizing assets worth
millions of dollars and other mate-
rial in Sydney, Wollongong and the
Southern Highlands. According to
a list issued by the AFP, the assets
seized include:

* 25 luxury motor vehicles

* $15 million in bank accounts

* 18 luxury residential properties
* 12 motorbikes

* Two aircraft

* Firearms.

The media then speculates on
links between some of the main
players and the criminal underworld,
developers and possibly bikies. One
of the lawyers involved is linked to
jailed former Labor power-broker
Eddie Obeid. Investigations continue
and it will take some time to sort out
the complex contracting and other
tax structures.

If ever there were an indictment
of capitalism and all its 21st century
features then it would be hard to go
past the fraud allegations enveloping
the Australian Taxation Office.

The victims in all of this are the
workers who were not paid and the
workers who may now owe the ATO
money because of underpayment of
PAYG income tax over the past year
or so.

Sorry tale

The saga — and we still have
more to learn about it — is indicative
of white-collar crime. It goes to the
heart of capitalism, a system based
on corruption, greed, individualism
and exploitation and a capitalist state
that does little to protect the victims
of this crime — working people.

There were a number of specific
factors that contributed to this mighty
heist.

They include:
 The use of contractors and
subcontractors where there is no
accountability or transparency
instead of managing the
payroll in-house — that is the
privatisation of the working of
government
Massive cuts to staff at the ATO
adding up to almost 30 percent of
employees in the past five years
and an increasing reliance on
external “consultants”, casuals
and part-time staff to do work
that was previously done by
permanent employees
The slashing of red tape within
the ATO — a form of deregulation
Lack of protection of workers’
entitlements when companies
go into liquidation and failure
to impose heavy penalties on
directors
The lack of effective laws
and willingness by authorities
to stamp out the practice of
phoenixing. This is where a
company is stripped of its assets,
is left with no funds to pay
wages and other entitlements,
outstanding debts or tax. The
company goes into liquidation,
the assets are used to start a new
company under a new name, by
the same people, and often from
the same premises
Inadequate funding of watchdogs
such as the Australian Security
and Investments Commission
and a seeming reluctance to
come down heavily on offenders.

All of which begs the ques-

tion: Who knows how many other
schemes are fleecing the ATO and
community of income through con-
tractors and subcontractors? &
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The politicising of “boat people” has been a shrinkage of
the Australian soul: Tim Costello, World Vision Australia

Statement

Peter Dutton must be sacked. His lie aimed at smear-
ing refugees on Manus Island has been exposed: His
claim that refugees had led a five-year-old boy into
the detention centre, implying the boy had been sexu-
ally assaulted, and that this had sparked the attack
where navy officers fired on the centre.
The story has been completely discredited. Dutton
has been contradicted by PNG Defence Force chief of
staff Raymond Numa and Manus district police chief
David Yapu, who has said there was an unrelated inci-
dent two weeks earlier where there was no suggestion
there had been a sexual assault.
Dutton claims he has facts about the incident but has
refused to provide any evidence or release the CCTV
footage of the Good Friday event.
We demand:
 Dutton’s sacking as Immigration Minister
* The release of CCTV footage of the Good Friday
incident on Manus Island to prove what really
happened

+ That the government close the Manus detention
centre, evacuate the refugees and asylum seekers and
bring all the refugees and asylum seekers to Australia
#BringThem Here

Petition: Endorsed by: Mums 4 Refugees, Teachers
for Refugees, Doctors for refugees, Grandmothers against
detention of refugee children NSW, Labor for Refugees
NSW, National Tertiary Education Union NSW, People
Just Like Us, Hunter Asyluim Seeker Advocacy.

On May 21, Immigration Minister Peter Dutton
announced a new and nearly impossible deadline
for people seeking asylum forced into “Fast Track”,
which immediately puts thousands of people at risk
of being deported back to danger.

The complex and long process affects people who
arrived by sea between August 13, 2012 and December
31,2013, who have had to wait up to four years to apply
for asylum. Recently they received letters from the gov-
ernment demanding that they lodge their application in as
little as 30 days, or risk losing income support, Medicare
and non-renewal of their bridging visa.

The government is now demanding that the 7,500
remaining people submit a complex and long refugee
application, 116 questions long, by October 1, 2017.

One of the people affected by this new and unfair
process is Hashim.

Hashim was born in Iraq and has both physical dis-
abilities and significant mental health conditions. In his
youth, he experienced severe family violence and was
forced to leave home and live on the streets as a teenager.
Hashim was verbally and physically abused, stolen from
and exploited while living rough and eventually escaped
to Australia by boat when he was 19.

Hashim was refused his application for protection
because the department did not consider the harm he
faced as a homeless and disabled youth to be “seri-
ous”. His sister, who also fled to Australia, was grant-
ed protection and in an appeal to the Immigration
Assessment Authority (IAA), Hashim tried to explain
that her application was accepted, and his should be
too. He also attempted to provide additional medical
evidence but the IAA refused to consider either factor
as Fast Track applicants are not permitted to present
“new information”.

People denied refugee status do not have access to
income support, welfare or Medicare and many will no
longer have the right to work in Australia while they
appeal.

Hashim, who is already restricted in his capacity to
work by his disability, is now no longer entitled to welfare
support which will force him into destitution.

Additionally, the negative decision has caused him
extreme distress and Hashim is afraid that he’1l be forced
to return to Iraq where he won’t have appropriate medical
care or access to welfare, or even support from his sister.

Barkhado is one of 1,562 people at risk of becoming
homeless, hungry and in need of mental health services
by Christmas.

Since arriving in Australia from Yemen in 2013,
Barkhado and her daughters have had to wait an ago-
nising three and a half years to apply for visa protec-
tion. Despite the incomprehensible trauma Barkhado

Minister Peter Dutton.

was subject to in Somalia and Yemen before arriving in
Australia, it is the ongoing uncertainty of visa protection
that has taken its toll on her mental and physical health.

Since the Australian government’s introduction of the
“Fast Track” policy in December 2014, we are now start-
ing to see the human cost of this program on the 24,500
people who have been unable to fairly present their refu-
gee case.

Barkhado and her family now have to wait another
12 months before they are invited to attend an interview
and while they wait Barkhado’s family hold grave con-
cerns for her health.

Approximately 3,000 people across the country this
Christmas and twice that by Christmas 2018 — includ-
ing children born in Australia — could be destitute. The
Asylum Seeker Resource Centre (ASRC) says it is
already experiencing a huge increase in people present-
ing who are at risk of homelessness and predict 1,562
additional people will be at our doorstep by Christmas.

People seeking asylum whose applications have
been rejected, won’t have access to income support,
welfare and Medicare, and around half will no longer
have the right to work in Australia while they appeal
the decision.

“They are in absolute destitution, left to perish for up
to two to three years while their refugee claims are being
considered”, said the ASRC’s Kon Karapanagiotidis.
“The intention of the government is to make things so
unbearable that they all give up and go back home to
danger.”

“The government has cut legal assistance by 85
percent and has extended the application form to 101
questions that is only available in English and requires
them to accurately specify their place of residence and
work and study details since birth. This is the most com-
plex process in living memory. The system is set up for
people to fail.”

The ASRC is hosting a Telethon on June 20, 2017,
on World Refugee Day and is also urging the public to
donate generously to the ASRC Winter Appeal before
30 June 2017 to ensure the organisation can respond
to the unprecedented demand for key housing, food
aid and mental health services that will support the
1,562 people like Barkhado, and at least 3,000 nation-
ally by Christmas, who are struggling to get by under
“Fast Track”.

“As an independent human rights organisation,
support from our community is the only way to keep
the lights on and our 30+ programs open. If we fail
to raise the funds needed, many of the people in
crisis will have nowhere else to turn to for help,” said
Karapanagiotidis. “Families, single women and chil-
dren will end up homeless on the streets, and hundreds
will be at risk of going hungry and be without the vital
mental health care and support they need to not lose
hope and stay safe.” &

“Wages growth is at an all-time low and any cut to penalty rates
will simply exacerbate cost of living pressures, particularly for low
wage earners who will bear the brunt. | would recommend Clubs
Australia consider the fact that less money in workers’ pay pack-
ets is less money spent in their clubs,” said ACTU secretary Sally
McManus. She was commenting on union United Voice protests
aimed at protecting penalty rates for workers in Queensland’s
licensed Clubs Australia venues. Unions call on these communi-
ty-based Clubs to put the interests of their local community, and
therefore their workers, first by committing to supporting penalty
rates. There is strong support behind this campaign with 81 per-
cent saying employees required to work outside normal working
hours, should receive a higher hourly rate of pay and 63 percent
saying those working Sundays should get higher rates of pay than
those on a Saturday, according to a recent Essential Poll. “Clubs
Australia shouldn’t be surprised that after pushing for penalty
rate cuts they've received a backlash by employees and unions.
Workers have the right to be angry and have been peacefully pro-
testing. We won'’t stop speaking out against these unfair wage cuts
just because Club Australia don’t want to hear it,” said McManus.

Former Federal Treasurer Peter Costello urged Australians to go
forth and multiply, so to speak. His call to have one child “for Mum,
one for Dad and one for the country” is still well remembered.
We also remember Bob Hawke’s pledge that “no Australian child
will live in poverty by the year 2000”. It's 2017 and things have
not gone according to plan. In the past two decades the number
of children in care has risen from 14,000 to 43,399. It's a huge
increase in disadvantage that can have long-term effect on the
children and their families. Bond University academic and pae-
diatrician Professor Peter Jones threw the proverbial cat among
the pigeons by suggesting that disadvantaged families should
be encouraged to have fewer children by having their welfare
benefits cut if they have more than two. It is already being dis-
cussed that welfare payments be capped at a certain number of
children. It's easy to whip up a loud campaign against people on
welfare — there are enough loud-mouthed radio shocks to do that.
Provocative statements and simplistic “solutions” do not address
the causes of poverty. Lack of jobs and training, and health issues,
the housing crisis — these are just a few reasons people may
find themselves in dire financial circumstances and cannot cope.
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Communisis convene
broad front

Mark Waller

The South African Communist Party
(SACP) has entered a new chapter of
its history by forming the beginnings of
a broad front of progressive forces in an
effort to rescue the National Democratic
Revolution, the name given to the transfor-
mation of the country under the rule of the
African National Congress (ANC) following
apartheid. The SACP aims to reverse the
disastrous course the country has taken in
recent years.

On May 19-20, the SACP convened an
Imbizo — a traditional Zulu term for a gather-
ing of leaders — to discuss the current crisis in
South Africa and hopefully stimulate a proc-
ess of renewal. Several hundred movers and
shakers from some 33 political and civil soci-
ety organisations took part in the conference.
They included representatives from the South
African Council of Churches, which has drawn
much public attention for its critical examina-
tion of the situation in the country.

At the end of the Imbizo, the partici-
pants adopted a short statement, which set out
their concerns and resolve to work together:
“Notwithstanding the diversity of the partici-
pants present, we all broadly agreed about the
nature of the challenges facing our country and
the imperative of developing a common mini-
mum platform. The important gains we made
collectively as South Africans from the mid
1990s in terms of building a unifying sense of
nationhood, a vibrant non-racial democracy,
and a progressive constitution are now under
threat.”

The SACP is in a tripartite alliance with
the ANC and the Congress of South African
Trade Unions (COSATU), and has tradition-
ally worked almost exclusively within the alli-
ance structure to influence the transformation
of the country from the colonial-apartheid state
of the past into a developmental state premised
on eliminating poverty. For the SACP, this has
been a key strategic route that should lead to
socialism.

Revolution under threat

But much of the transformation that com-
prises the National Democratic Revolution has
begun to unravel in recent years. This is largely
due to what could be termed “the corporate cap-
ture of the state.” Monopoly capital has made
deep inroads into state enterprises and, at the
national level, there has been the emergence of
a parallel state based on the corruption of top
officials and the governing bodies of key insti-
tutions and wings of government.

Economic institutions, such as the nation-
al treasury (finance ministry), revenue service
(tax administration), and public investment and
procurement bodies have become sites of loot-
ing for networks of individuals and companies
linked to them clustered around South African
President Jacob Zuma.

The criminal justice system, the special
police operations unit (known as the Hawks),
the national police service, the national pros-
ecuting authority, and intelligence services
have similarly been manipulated to favour
networks of patronage and to persecute
whistle-blowers.

The problems have quickly become sys-
temic. Though the ANC government has over
the years made important advances in tackling
poverty and racialised inequality, for every step
forward that is now taken, there are two steps
back.

“The nub of the matter is that an alien sub-
stance has now found its way in the ranks of
our movement and government and is contami-
nating the DNA of our revolutionary politics,”
said SACP general secretary Blade Nzimande
at the Imbizo. “This includes the rise of private,
including personal and profit, interests that seek

The presidency of Jacob Zuma has turned out to be a dream turned sour.

to displace the interests of the people as whole
and take control of our basic wealth and public
resources.”

South Africa is now facing greater political
and social uncertainty than at any time since
the height of the struggle against white minor-
ity rule.

The problems at the top of government are
amplified on the ground, particularly within
poor communities in urban and rural areas,
where the slow pace of change has become
intolerable for many, reflected in numerous
violent protests that take place each day in dif-
ferent areas. At the provincial and local levels,
corruption has become hardwired into govern-
ment activity and acts as a brake on social, eco-
nomic, and infrastructure development, while
organisationally, ANC branches and structures
are factionalised channels of patronage and
nepotism.

None of this rapid decline over recent
years has happened without resistance and
vocal anger by local communities, civil soci-
ety groups, business groups, opposition par-
ties, and many within the ANC itself. There
have been mass protests against corruption and
corporate state capture, and the widespread call
now, including from the SACP and COSATU,
is for Zuma to go.

One particularly horrifying upshot of the
degeneration of institutions is the increasing
failure of the police to tackle crime. South
Africa is one of the world’s most violent coun-
tries that is not in a state of armed conflict.
Recently, there has been an upsurge of kill-
ings of women and young girls, often linked
to human trafficking, the trade in human body
parts for witchcraft, and the increasing dysfunc-
tion of households and communities.

The Zuma presidency

For the alliance (comprising the ANC,
SACP, and COSATU), the presidency of Jacob
Zuma has turned out to be a dream turned sour.
At first, Zuma was seen within the alliance as a
man of the Left, and his election as head of the

ANC in 2009 as the organisation’s return to its
more traditionally left agenda.

The SACP has taken a self-critical attitude
in its appraisal of the Zuma presidency, and has
tended to regret its involvement in the “palace
politics” of the ANC. It also considers that the
tripartite alliance has failed to live up to its
promise of being the vanguard of the National
Democratic Revolution. In this respect, the
Imbizo was part of the SACP’s effort to recon-
nect itself and the alliance with mass organisa-
tions along non-sectarian lines to create a new
platform for renewal.

The party has pointed out that much of
the basis for the current crisis emerged before
Zuma, including the influence of the billionaire
corporate dynasty of the Gupta brothers from
India, who took up residence in South Africa in
the early 1990s.

The Gupta brothers have had a particularly
close relationship with Zuma and have been
involved in the appointment of cabinet minis-
ters and heads of state enterprises in an effort
to create favourable channels for their business
dealings. Despite repeated calls for Zuma to
distance himself from the Guptas, and a scath-
ing report entitled “State of Capture” by the
Public Protector (a constitutional watchdog on
government), which details their shady deal-
ings with government, they continue to wield
great influence.

Race against time

The SACP made clear that the Imbizo was
not an internal party affair, but a broad consult-
ative forum for different forces brought togeth-
er by a common concern for what is happening
to South Africa. The first deputy general sec-
retary of the party, Jeremy Cronin, pointed out
in a radio interview the day after the meeting
that the SACP sees it as crucial that the proc-
ess emerging out of the Imbizo “must not be
captured for narrow party concerns, and that
we must not be divided on the issues that face
us on party political lines.” Cronin said that
this is what is happening amidst similar crises
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in Venezuela and Brazil, and that as a result
“aggressive external agendas are coming into
play.”

In December this year, the ANC will hold
its 54th National Conference, at which it will
elect a new leader. That represents a cut off
point for Zuma, but much depends on what will
happen before that, both in terms of the pros-
pect that he will be recalled by the organisation
and what progress, if any, will be made to clean
up the ANC. At present it is so chopped and
diced by factional battle lines that it is incapa-
ble of laying a unifying basis for change.

The South African Council of Churches
has warned that South Africa is fast becoming
a “mafia state.” The SACP-convened Imbizo
gave the sense of a race against time to halt
this process. Its declaration contained a mini-
mum platform of action to address the worst
of the rot.

These included: appointing an independ-
ent judicial commission of enquiry into state
capture; urgent attention to ensuring good cor-
porate governance and adherence to develop-
mental mandates and public interest priorities
in state-owned entities; an end to the abuse and
factionalising of the criminal justice system;
strengthening the oversight role of parliament;
implementation of the alliance decision for
lifestyle audits of public representatives; halt-
ing the roll out of the nuclear energy program
(which is mired in controversy over corrup-
tion and lack of public consultation); cam-
paigns to promote the constitutional values of
non-racialism, to fight against xenophobia and
tribalism, and the epidemic of gender-based
violence.

The participants in the meeting also com-
mitted themselves to creating a network to
coordinate their joint work. Solly Mapaila,
the second general secretary of the SACP,
stressed that the party must take the outcome
of the Imbizo far and wide: “This must feed
into a broad range of channels, not back into
the SACP itself.”

People’s World &
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Look eastward

Peter Keonig

Thursday, late night, May 18, 2017, the
Greek Parliament voted to accept another
round of devastating troika (EC, IMF, ECB)
conditions for an additional debt package
of close to S billion euros. All of the 153
delegates of Alexis Tsipras’ Syriza-Anel coa-
lition voted “en bloc” for the suicide pack-
age, all 128 opposition members against.
Nineteen didn’t show up. Perhaps they were
too afraid to vote for the opposition. Just as
a reminder, PM Tsipras, a socialist, is lead-
ing Syriza, Greece’s prominent left-wing
party, that for reasons of majority decided
to align with the extreme right-wing party
Anel which currently holds a mere 10 seats
in Parliament.

And another reminder — Alexis Tsipras, for
the last two and a half years, since January 26,
2015, to be precise, has been selling his soul (if
he has one), and more importantly, the country
that trusted him, to the western crime oligarchs,
i.e. the IMF, the European Commission, akin
to the European (non-)Union and the Goldman
Sachs-run European Central Bank — and
Germany. James Petras calls him the Traitor of
the Year. This may be an understatement.

This new hateful and odious debt — Tsipras
and his clan know that its fraud — this new debt
will pave the way for more “rescue” packag-
es (a neo-liberal term for legal robbery) that
will help servicing (pay back) the odious debt
— meaning the illegally acquired and imposed
debt. Odious Debt, according to all internation-
al standards and laws, is illegal debt and may
be defaulted on, or cancelled at any time by the
debtor nation.

This new debt is supposed to alleviate the
already monumental and monstrous burden of
debt, close to 200 percent of GDP. Repayment
ever is impossible, even by the words of the
IMF. Not a penny of the new loan benefit the
poor and the destitute, those that have lost eve-
rything — those 30-plus percent that are already
under the poverty line, of which 1.5 million live
in extreme poverty, about 13 percent of the 11
million Greek population. They stagnate along,
many as beggars as a last resort, without jobs,
no income, no pensions — all gone, by the troi-
ka’s criminal imposition of debt and austerity.

The new 5 billion-euro debt comes with
even more austerity strings attached, more cuts
in pensions, salary reductions, of the remaining
meagre social services, privatization of what’s
left of social capital and infrastructure — in total
cuts of about 4.9 billion euros until 2020.

These cuts will further increase poverty,
misery, famine, child mortality diseases with-
out cure, no medications, no hospitals, despera-
tion, the suicide rate — and the economy that
collapsed by 25 percent since 2011, will further
shrink — beyond the point of no return.

How can anybody in his clear mind think
or pretend that this will help Greece out of its
strangulation? — It is sheer suicide that you, Mr
Tsipras and your spineless fellow Members of
Parliament are driving your country to commit;
slow and hurtful hara-kiri. Not you, of course,
Mr. Tsipras. You will be rubbing elbows with
the elite that destroys your country. Have you
given your people a rational justification, why
they should continue to suffer? Why are you
still reluctant, even unwilling to talk about exit-
ing this horrendously corrupt construct, called
the European Union with is fraudulent, dollar-
based and totally unsustainable currency, the
euro?

You can take that decision any time. You
could have prepared for it — so transition would
be smooth. And if you haven’t, it’s never too
late. Just give your people hope they can count
on. You could gain back your country’s pride
and sovereignty — a country and a people that
is the symbol of western civilization in more
ways than one.

Why do you think you are so important,
that your staunch egocentricity is ranked higher
than the well-being and the recovery of the
people who love their country and who have
elected you, believing in you? — Why do you
betray your people, Mr Tsipras?

Where is your love for your country, for
your countrymen who have given you a man-
date to lead them out of their predicament? Just
think for a moment what love could do for them
and for your own peace of mind.

Alexis Tsipras.

Are these dark forces behind the money
cartels threatening you? Your family? — If you
don’t obey, you may be “wasted”, in the jargon
of western secret services. It has happened
before and keeps happening. As a statesman,
step up and tell the world, while saving Greece.

To the people of Greece — why do you
accept this humiliation, this betrayal, this usur-
pation of your resources, robbery of your social
capital — your beautiful country — destruction
and humiliation of your rich culture, philoso-
phy, mathematics your forefathers created and
that have spread around the globe? — why do
you allow this crime being perpetrated upon
you — your children and children’s children? —
this colossal crime will put future generations
in peril.

Step out from this straight-jacket of debt
and misery, default on your illegal debt, bring
back your own currency, the drachma, and start
afresh as a new sovereign country. More than
half the world is in solidarity with you. Even
in the west. Many countries would like to sup-
port you, Greece.

The diabolical western Brotherhood’s fist
in their neck prevents them from doing so. In
the East, there is no fear. They will stand by
you. The East is the future. Be aware: The East
Is The Future.

President, Mr Xi Jinping’s massive
“Economy for Peace” ingenuity, the OBOR —
One Belt One Road, now also called the Belt
and Road Initiative — BRI, is China’s response
to the western world’s economic collapse from
greed and aggression. It’s the largest economic
platform in the world, encompassing already
now more than a dozen countries, more than
half of the globe’s population and at least one
third of the world’s GDP. The BRI promotes
economic development, transportation, infra-
structure, energy, education and research — in
dimensions unseen in the past.

The idea is to connect all nations and people
from Vladivostok to Lisbon and from Shanghai
to Hamburg. All are invited, not forced to join.
Greece — open your minds, eyes and hearts to
OBOR/BRI and you will see a bright future,
a quick recovery from your current state of
demise. Be courageous. Enough is enough!
globalresearch.ca &
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Everywhere is Buenos Aires

Buenos Aires — a name that forms
a shape in the mouth

like a piece of fruit —

like all ities is full of loof;

car ports and villas

gleam with booty.

On the streets they shoot
the homeless like crows

in an orchard.

Banks with doors closed
stand like tombs
blankfaced mute —

take the time fo compare,
Buenos Aires is everywhere.

Tom Pearson
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Ukraine and MH17

A Russian newspaper obtained

copies of secret documents of

the Security Bureau of Ukraine

(SBU) about special operations to

destroy evidence of mass murder

in the sky over the Donbass on

July 17, 2014. The Sovershenno

Secretno newspaper (translates as

“Top Secret”) has conducted an

investigation into the downing of

the Malaysian passenger Boeing
over Ukraine.

The copies of the documents
that the newspaper obtained —
orders, coded telegrams and plans
— were written on official letter-
heads of the Ukrainian Security
Service. According to the newspaper,
Ukrainian President Poroshenko and
his generals should be put on trial in
The Hague as war criminals.

The person who handed the
documents to the newspaper said
that it was part of his very long and
exhausting work.

“In Ukraine, I have a few friends,
who are fed up with the fact that
other people wipe their feet on them.
They are two-faced guys: they want
those bastards to be held accounta-
ble for what they did, but at the same
time, they want a security cushion
and offer to buy those documents,”
the anonymous source of informa-
tion said.

“Believe me, I just want those
bastards from the SBU to get what
they deserve,” he added.

The newspaper published copies
of four criminal orders of the Security
Bureau of Ukraine. The information
that the documents contain suggests
the following:

* the new Kiev authorities —
President Poroshenko and his
generals — are entirely responsible
for the shoot-down of the
Malaysian aircraft;

¢ Ukraine’s military aviation was
involved in the plane crash;

* to cover the traces of the
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monstrous crime, the SBU

had been conducting special
operations since the end of July
2014 to destroy the facts of the
special operation that pointed to
the presence of combat aircraft on
combat missions on July 17, 2014.

Pravda.Ru asked an expert opin-
ion on the subject from editor-in-
chief of the Top Secret newspaper,
Sergei Sokolov.

Can you assert that the infor-
mation that your newspaper has
obtained is genuine and trustworthy?

We have had a number of
meetings with the source of this

e
g,
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information. We additionally checked
the papers with the help of veterans
of special services, who know all
about the departmental bureaucracy.
It looks very much like in Russia,
because the SBU is an offspring of
the USSR’s KGB. The documents
that we have are arranged in a way as
they should be arranged at the secu-
rity department. Plus, the source told
us that he received the documents
from the depths of the SBU.

The people who handed the
documents to that person dislike
the Ukrainian government, and we
have to buy those documents. All

s

circumstances of the story convince
us that the documents are authentic.
Of course, Russia’s Investigative
Committee will have to look into all
this.

What about the International
Criminal Court in The Hague, the
Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe, the Council of
Europe? Do you intend to submit
these documents to international
organisations?”

I do not believe that they can do
anything, because, as we could see,
international organisations believe
in the story about the Russian Buk

missile complex that downed the
Boeing. They do not want to listen to
what Russia has to say on the subject,
they are blind.

Do you plan to contact Malaysian
and Dutch sides? These countries are
highly interested in the investigation.

Of course, but it is only the fami-
lies of the victims who are interest-
ed in learning the truth about what
happened. Everyone else wants to
blame Russia for everything. We are
sending the documents to Russia’s
Investigative Committee in the first
place.

Pravda.ru &

Dignity and
Freedom strike

James Tweedie

Hundreds of Palestinian prisoners
in Israeli jails ended their 40-day
hunger strike last week after “80
percent” of their demands were
met. Detainees ended the “Strike
for Dignity and Freedom,” led by
Palestine Liberation Organisation
commander Marwan Barghouti,
who has been in jail for 13 years,
on the first day of Ramadan after
two days of talks.

Israel prison service spokes-
woman Nicole Englander said 1,578
prisoners participated in the hunger
strike overall and 834 had ended
their fast. She said 18 were being
treated in hospitals.

Palestinian Prisoners Affairs
Commission chairman Issa Qaraqe
told a press conference that most
of their demands had been won.

“A substantial transformation has
been achieved by this strike,” he
said. “This constitutes an important
achievement to be built on in the
future.”

Among those demands were
improvements in prison conditions,
including poor food and overcrowd-
ing, and allowing detainees two
family visits per month instead of
one.

They have also been granted
access to higher education, proper

medical care and an end to solitary
confinement and administrative
detention — imprisonment without
charge or trial. Palestinian pris-
oner solidarity network Samidoun
said in a statement: “We salute and
congratulate the prisoners on their
victory after 40 days of sacrifice,
steadfastness and endless struggle.

“We also salute and congratu-
late all those who contributed to this
victory, throughout Palestine, in the
refugee camps, in Palestinian com-
munities everywhere and among
strugglers around the world for jus-
tice and liberation.”

The group vowed to renew the
struggle “for all Palestinian prison-
ers and for the land and people of
Palestine.”

Samidoun condemned the
International Committee of the Red
Cross, which ended the second
monthly family visit to prisoners in
August 2016, blaming budget cuts.

“Far from a neutral bystander,
the International Committee of the
Red Cross was in fact a party to this
strike and a participant in the con-
fiscation of the rights of Palestinian
prisoners,” said the group. There are
over 6,000 Palestinians held ille-
gally in Israeli jails including many
children.

Morning Star &

A history

Theresa May has told her NATO
allies that the lesson of the
Manchester bomb attack is that
the alliance must spend more on
arms to raise its game against
“terrorism.” Her comment expos-
es the Prime Minister’s inability
to examine the causes of jihadist
extremism or to critically assess
imperialism’s record of collabora-
tion with it.

Allowing home-grown jihad-
ists to go to Libya to overthrow the
Muammar Gaddafi regime while
providing them with air support, as
Britain and France did, might have
seemed clever at the time.

It secured the removal of an
inconvenient leader who had meta-
morphosed from terrorism spon-
sor to valuable trading partner
—remember Tony Blair’s “tent-
in-the-desert” reconciliation with
Gaddafi — and back to outcast
status.

But Gadaffi’s removal had
unforeseen consequences — not
least fragmentation of the Libyan
state, its supplanting by clan-based
regional warlords and an opportu-
nity for Islamic State (ISIS) to fish
in troubled waters.

That chaotic outcome was
foreseen by [Labour Party leader]
Jeremy Corbyn, John McDonnell
and just 11 other MPs in the House
of Commons.

The rest were carried along by
the “we’ve got to do something”

brigade, which translates almost
always into military meddling, sup-
plying arms or unleashing the RAF
to bomb one side or the other.

Assisting regime change in
Libya followed just eight years
after Blair’s dodgy dossier and a
media tsunami of pro-war propa-
ganda convinced MPs and those
desperate to be persuaded that
invading Iraq was a sound idea.

The result: a dysfunctional
state, sectarian government, politi-
cal priorities guided by national or
religious affiliation and the birth
of Islamic State powered by the
arms and demobilised troops of the
defeated Iraqi army.

Corbyn called this one right
too, unlike those Labour back-
benchers who deride his leader-
ship qualities and, of course, our
“strong and stable” Prime Minister.

Before Iraq was Afghanistan
when Ronald Reagan’s US admin-
istration authorised supplies of
sophisticated weaponry, including
surface-to-air missiles, to the so-
called mojahedin, including one
Osama bin Laden, who had risen
up against a progressive govern-
ment backed by the Soviet Union.

Their seizure of power was
succeeded by a carnival of corrup-
tion and chaos, following which
the Taliban, armed and trained by
Pakistani intelligence services,
drove out the warlords only for
the US and Britain to return them

to power in 2001 after the Twin
Towers atrocity carried out by a
largely Saudi Arabian conspiracy.

When campaigning for the US
presidency, Donald Trump said:
“Who blew up the World Trade
Centre? It wasn’t the Iraqis, it
was Saudi — take a look at Saudi
Arabia, open the documents.”

Last week, he signed a US$110
billion arms deal with the Riyadh
autocracy, backing its horrific
slaughter of civilians in Yemen.

Neither he nor May, who also
sells arms to the House of Saud, is
unaware that this is the source of
Wahhabism, the extreme interpre-
tation of Islam adopted by jihadists
who have declared war on the 21st
century and been armed by Saudi
Arabia and its allies.

Yet the US and Britain choose
to ride the Saudi tiger, supporting
its bloody rampage in Syria while
being shocked by outrages such as
Manchester when European targets
are hit.

Ramping up an arms race in
response to Manchester is both
wrong and futile.

It makes more sense to rethink
foreign policy, help to end wars in
the Middle East and work through
the United Nations to help the mil-
lions of civilians ravaged by wars.
Morning Star &
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What price hypocrisy?

John Wight

The lack of a coherent anti-terrorism strat-
egy in Washington and by extension the
West, as emergency services deal with the
devastating aftermath of yet another terror-
ist atrocity in Europe — this time a suicide
bomb attack at a concert in Manchester,
England — has been thrown into sharp
relief during President Trump’s tour of the
Middle East.

Specifically, on what planet can Iran be
credibly accused of funding and supporting
terrorism while Saudi Arabia is considered a
viable partner in the fight against terrorism?
This is precisely the narrative we are being
invited to embrace by President Trump in what
counts as a retreat from reality into the realms
of fantasy, undertaken in service not to security
but commerce.

Indeed those still struggling to understand
why countries such as the US, UK, and France
consistently seek to legitimise a Saudi regime
that is underpinned by the medieval religious
doctrine of Wahhabism, which is near indistin-
guishable from the medieval religious extrem-
ism and fanaticism of Daesh and Nusra in Syria
— those people need look no further than the
economic relations each of those countries
enjoy with Riyadh.

The announcement that Washington has
just sealed a mammoth deal with its Saudi ally
on arms sales — worth US$110 billion immedi-
ately and US$350 billion over 10 years — is all
the incentive the US political and media estab-
lishment requires to look the other way when
it comes to the public beheadings, crucifixions,
eye gouging, and other cruel and barbaric pun-
ishments meted out in the Kingdom on a regu-
lar basis.

The sheer unreality of Saudi Arabia’s King
Salman, as he stood shoulder to shoulder with
President Trump during the latter’s state visit
to the country recently, lamenting the chaos
and carnage in Syria, which he described as
having been “one of the most advanced coun-
tries” prior to a conflict that has wrought so
much death and destruction, the sheer unreal-
ity of this is off the scale — and especially so
considering the role the Saudis have played in
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In the midst of the understandable and eminently justifiable grief we feel at events in Manchester, it behooves us not to forget the salient fact that
Muslims have and continue to be the biggest victims of this ferrorist menace.

providing material, financial, and ideological
and religious support to groups engaged in the
very carnage in Syria as has just been unleashed
in Manchester.

There are times when the truth is not
enough, when only the unvarnished truth will
do, and in the wake of the Manchester attack
— in which at time of writing 22 people have
been killed and 60 injured — we cannot avoid
the conclusion that neither principle nor ration-
ality is driving Western foreign policy in the
Middle East, or as it pertains to terrorism.

Instead it is being driven by unalloyed
hypocrisy, to the extent that when such carnage
occurs in Syria, as it has unremittingly over the
past 6 years, the perpetrators are still described
in some quarters as rebels and freedom fighters,
yet when it takes place in Manchester or Paris
or Brussels, etc, they are depicted as terrorists.
Neither is it credible to continue to demonise
governments that are in the front line against
this terrorist menace — i.e. Iran, Russia, Syria
— while courting and genuflecting at the feet

of governments that are exacerbating it — i.e.
Saudi Arabia, previously mentioned, along with
Qatar, Kuwait, and Turkey. Here, too, mention
must be made of the brutal and ongoing injus-
tice meted out to the Palestinians by an Israeli
government that shares with the Saudis a doc-
trine of religious exceptionalism and suprema-
cy, one that is inimical to peace or the security
of its own people.

Ultimately a choice has to be made between
security and stability or economic and geopolit-
ical advantage, with the flag of democracy and
human rights losing its lustre in recent years
precisely because the wrong choice has been
made — in other words a Faustian pact with
opportunism.

As the smoke clears, both literally and figu-
ratively, from yet another terrorist atrocity, we
are forced to consider how we arrived at this
point. And when we do we cannot but under-
stand the role of Western extremism in giving
birth to and nourishing Salafi-jihadi extremism.

Moreover, in the midst of the understandable

and eminently justifiable grief we feel at events
in Manchester, it behooves us not to forget the
salient fact that Muslims have and continue to
be the biggest victims of this terrorist menace,
unleashed in the name of religious purity and
sectarianism, and that it is Muslims who are
also doing most to confront and fight it, whether
in Syria, Iraq, Libya, or Afghanistan. It should
not escape our rendering of the issue either that
what each of those countries have in common is
that they have all been victims of the Western
extremism mentioned earlier.

It bears repeating: you cannot continue to
invade, occupy, and subvert Muslim and Arab
countries and not expect consequences. And
when those consequences amount to the slaugh-
ter and maiming of your own citizens, the same
tired and shallow platitudes we are ritually
regaled with by politicians and leaders intent
on bolstering their anti-terrorism and security
credentials achieve little except induce nausea.

Enough is enough.

Information Clearing House &

Pipeline violations

Michelle Zacarias

It’s been several months since
the last of the Water Protectors
packed up and left the Oceti
Sakowin Camp in Standing Rock,
North Dakota. For almost ten
months, the Water Protectors
stood their ground at the popup
protest site, where Indigenous
communities and environmental
activists gathered to fight back
against the construction of the
Dakota Access Pipeline.

Despite the extended divestment
campaign against financial spon-
sors, and continuous run-ins with
militarised police forces, the Trump
administration ultimately approved
the final permit for the construction
of the pipeline infrastructure.

In the conversation surround-
ing the #No DAPL movement, a
number of environmental special-
ists raised serious concerns about
the continuation of the pipeline.
According to Inside Climate News,
in August of 2016, Senior officials
at the US Environmental Protection
Agency and two other federal agen-
cies raised environmental and safety
objections to the North Dakota sec-
tion of the controversial Dakota
Access oil pipeline.

They were not the first, as
Native tribes have long protest-
ed the systemic contamination of
their communities, and have suf-
fered from industrialised pollution.
Similarly, when it came to build

the Dakota Access Pipeline, the
Standing Rock Sioux and Cheyenne
River Tribe argued that the pipeline
impeded on land that was right-
fully theirs, under the Treaty of Fort
Laramie of 1851.

Despite not yet being fully
operational, the impending pipeline
has already managed to leak; thus
affirming the growing apprehension
of water protectors. According to
government regulators, the pipeline
has spilled an estimated 84 gallons
of crude oil at a South Dakota pump
station.

This news, while disturb-
ing, comes as no shock to the
Indigenous communities, and con-
servationist organisations that had
vigorously fought against the initial
development of the structure.

Though the damage was said
to be “relatively minor,” accord-
ing to an environmental scientist
with the South Dakota Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources, it speaks to the ineffec-
tiveness of crude oil pipelines as a
sustainable infrastructure.

Additionally, Energy Transfer
Partners, the chief sponsor for the
Dakota Access Pipeline, continues
its track record of violating environ-
mental protection regulations.

In the middle of February they
began construction on the new
Rover Pipeline; a project which
resulted in 18 incidents involving
“mud spills from drilling, stormwa-
ter pollution and open burning that

violated the Clean Air Act.” These
incidents have been closely moni-
tored by environmental protection
groups and led to an announcement
by federal officials that they would
be halting drilling activity.
According to The Columbus
Dispatch, the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission sent a
letter prohibiting Texas-based
Rover Pipeline from any new drill-
ing activities until the company

complies with new measures and
receives authorisation.

For many years there has been
a push to fund alternatives to crude
oil; these include wind, nuclear, and
solar power; as well as cheaper but
still environmentally toxic biodie-
sel, bioalcohol (methanol, ethanol,
butanol), refuse-derived fuel, chem-
ically stored electricity (batteries
and fuel cells), hydrogen, non-fossil
methane, non-fossil natural gas,

vegetable oil, propane and other
biomass sources.

However, so long as the fossil
fuel industry continues to be highly
profitable for corporations and
shareholders, there will be a con-
stant pushback to more sustainable
forms of energy. Until then, envi-
ronmentalists continue to challenge
others not to allow the movement
against the “black snake” to fade.
People’s World &
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The good, the bad
and the ugly

The federal government has set up a $1.5
billion training fund for trainees and
apprentices. The fund will be financed by a
new levy on the new categories of migrant
work visas. This acts as both a disincentive
for employers to use visas and to create
local jobs and raises money for future jobs.

This is a positive step but will only work
if there are actual apprenticeships for young
workers to go into. In NSW alone, apprentice-
ship take-ups have halved in the last five years.
Youth unemployment is up at 13.5%. The fund
is a good initiative but it will only work if the
jobs exist to support it.

Also, it’s worth pointing out that the fed-
eral and state governments have gutted TAFE
over the last few years and this budget includes
another $600 million cut in TAFE spending.

So we have lots of money for new appren-
tices but fewer opportunities to employ and
train them.

Out of a budget of that announced $15 bil-
lion of new spending, only $87 million has been
allocated to the manufacturing industry. For a
government that has overseen record numbers
of manufacturing jobs losses, this really is a
slap in the face to manufacturing workers and
their families. There is no plan for investment
in emerging sectors of the manufacturing econ-
omy. There is not a single cent of new spending
to renewable energy jobs.

On low wage growth, the government
appears to be very optimistic about what is
going to happen to wages in the next few years,
announcing that it will be achieve a budget sur-
plus by 2021. To make this happen, they have
assumed that wage growth will double by that
time.

Getting wage increases out of employers is
as hard as pulling teeth. With the government
intent on slashing penalty rates and making bar-
gaining more difficult for ordinary workers, it’s
hard to see how their predictions will become
a reality.

T Southern
Brisbane

On taking a stand

There are parts of NSW that uniquely make
up what is the physical essence of this State
and the Pilliga is one such place. Like many
of the people of this State born in the coun-
tryside mid-last century we have witnessed
the negative accumulative impact of inap-
propriate land use and have been truly
refreshed to hear of late, farmers taking a
stand against unsubstantial and potentially
dangerous practices.
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Thus I stand with the farmers of the Pilliga
who oppose Santo fracking gas well projects
and as a citizen of NSW I submit that my gov-
ernment should also stand with these farmers
and environmental scientists who have peti-
tioned about the dangers of fracking.

Learning to live with the land is increasing-
ly been understood as the most mutually satis-
fying way to feed people and that being greedy
with land use is unprofitable in the future, be it
repairing damage from pollution and/or replac-
ing (for example via imported fertilisers) over
extracted elements.

Coal seam gas extraction only profits those
who seize ownership of something that has
been safely locked away by nature and is an
example of unnecessarily dangerous over use
of the land. To allow the drilling and potentially
fracking of 850 gas wells throughout the Great

Artesian Basin would be a reckless short term
indulgence of an already over rich corporation
and is demonstrably not in the public interest.

To affect the Great Artesian Basin is to
affect surrounding water used by people and
animals alike. Santos’ proposed intervention
into the Great Artesian Basin contains risks that
would damage this vital water and would create
unforeseeable long term impacts upon the phys-
ical environment and all who have to live in it
and provide for others from it.

Also history has told us that there are some
environmental damage (pollution if you like)
that cannot be remedied and that those who
create the pollution rarely if ever have to help
fix it up.

Graham Drew
Blue Mountains, NSW

Chelsea Manning freed

Kate Allen

MAY 17 — Chelsea Manning has
said that when she’s released
today she’s looking forward to
“breathing the warm spring air
again.” In fact, the weather in
Leavenworth County in Kansas is
topping 86°F (30° C) degrees this
week, so after seven years in mili-
tary detention, this now famous
whistleblower will finally step out
of the disciplinary barracks at the
US army’s Fort Leavenworth base
on a rather hot and sultry day.

The 29-year-old will be free at
last, closing a painful chapter on
what has been an extraordinary and
thoroughly disturbing saga. This
brave, principled — but also vulner-
able — person has been put through
the wringer.

While Manning is “fortunate”
enough to have received a commu-
tation of her crushing 35-year jail
sentence, she has still spent seven
long years behind bars, with extend-
ed periods of solitary confinement
so harsh that the UN’s torture expert

Juan Mendez considered it tanta-
mount to torture.

Manning has been branded a trai-
tor — not least by current president
Donald Trump. There were calls for
her to receive the death sentence. As
it was, she was charged with numer-
ous serious offences, including the
extremely grave “aiding the enemy”
(of which she was acquitted).

Yet despite all of the vitriol
poured over her by members of the
US military and political establish-
ments, Manning is nothing less than
an honourable whistleblower who
felt compelled to tell the world about
apparent US wrongdoing in its mili-
tary conduct in Iraq, Afghanistan and
elsewhere.

Working as a US intelligence
analyst in Iraq, Manning began to see
documents that convinced her that
the US military was committing war
crimes overseas and doing nothing
to bring the perpetrators to justice.
Worse, it may well have been deliber-
ately covering up such conduct.

The best-known example was the

attack by two US Apache helicopters
on a group of civilians in the al-Amin
al-Thaniyah district of Baghdad on
July 12 2007.

At least 12 people were killed,
including two Reuters report-
ers, Saeed Chmagh and Namir
NoorEldeen.

While it was far from the only
occasion when US military conduct
in Iraq was highly dubious, here was
vivid cockpit video and audio laying
bare the callous behaviour of the US
pilots. Some of their cockpit com-
mentary includes language like: “Oh
yeah, look at those dead bastards ...
nice. Nice. Good shootin’.”

Was this disclosure in the public
interest? Like the Abu Ghraib torture
photos or the Pentagon Papers on the
Vietnam War, it’s hard to see how it
wouldn’t be.

Reuters had previously tried —
and failed — to obtain the helicop-
ter footage through a freedom of
information request. Manning — via
WikiLeaks — provided the material.

What happened to Manning as a

result of her whistle-blowing is well
known.

The revelations over wrongdo-
ing (including the Baghdad heli-
copter attack) went un-investigated,
while Manning herself was court
martialled and given the longest
sentence in US history for leaking
information.

This low-ranking, 20-some-
thing was punished in such a way
as to send an unmistakable message
to other would-be whistleblowers.
Ahead of Manning’s court mar-
tial in the summer of 2013, Edward
Snowden had exposed a previously
unknown global apparatus of surveil-
lance being run by the US’s National
Security Agency.

If the US authorities couldn’t get
Snowden (who was granted asylum
in Russia), they could certainly
punish Manning.

You might think the US military
authorities wouldn’t stoop to vindic-
tiveness when punishing one of their
own, but you’d be wrong.

During eight months of

pre-trial solitary confinement at the
US Marine Corps base Quantico
in Virginia, Manning was kept in a
windowless 12-feet-by-six-feet cell
containing only a bed, a toilet and
a sink.

After putting Manning on sui-
cide watch, the Quantico authorities
subjected her to a regime of draco-
nian and demeaning rules: clothing
and glasses confiscated, required to
observe strict verbal commands and
replies, even at one point having to
sleep and stand to attention com-
pletely naked.

In an Amnesty podcast from last
year, Manning recounts: “The con-
ditions in my cell were far beyond
what is normally associated with sol-
itary confinement. I needed permis-
sion to do anything in my cell. I was
not allowed to move around the cell
to exercise. I was not allowed to sit
down with my back against the wall.”

It was all clearly designed to
break Manning down ahead of her
court martial, and the UN believed
it was part of “an effort to coerce her

into ‘co-operation’ with the author-
ities,” possibly to pressure her into
implicating others.

Post-conviction the vindictive-
ness continued. Having announced
immediately after receiving her sen-
tence an intention to transition to a
female identity, Manning has had to
fight a long and arduous battle for
recognition of her right to do this.

On top of being an embattled
military whistleblower, she’s had
to become an embattled trans cam-
paigner struggling within a rigid and
deeply unsympathetic environment.

Despite bleak periods, Manning
has come through. Against the odds,
she’s survived. And now she’ll regain
her freedom on a warm summer’s
day in Kansas.

In so many ways Manning is the
epitome of a human rights defender
— someone who takes personal risks
to stand up for the rights of others.

At Amnesty we have a word for
people like that.

It’s called being brave.

Morning Star &
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Jazz Poetry man

Langston Hughes, American poet, social activist,
novelist, playwright, and columnist was born in 1902
and died 50 years ago on May 22, 1967. He was an
early innovator of the literary art form called jazz
poetry, and was a leader of New York City’s Harlem
Renaissance.

In 1932, Hughes became part of a group of black
people who went to the Soviet Union to make a film
depicting the plight of African Americans in the United
States. The film was never made, but Hughes took the
opportunity to travel extensively through the USSR,
including the Soviet republics in Central Asia. He also
travelled to China and Japan before returning to the
States.

Hughes’ poetry was frequently published in the Daily
Worker, and he was involved in initiatives supported by
Communist organisations, such as the drive to free the
Scottsboro Boys. As a show of support for the Republic
during the Spanish Civil War, in 1937 Hughes travelled
to Spain as a correspondent for the Baltimore Afro-
American and other African-American newspapers.

Hughes was also involved in other Communist-
led organisations such as the John Reed Clubs and the
League of Struggle for Negro Rights. He signed a 1938

statement supporting Joseph Stalin’s purges and joined
the American Peace Mobilisation in 1940 working to keep
the US from participating in World War II.

Hughes did not favour black American involvement
in the war because of the persistence of discriminatory
Jim Crow laws and racial segregation and disfranchise-
ment throughout the South. He came to support the war
effort and black American participation after deciding
that war service would aid their struggle for civil rights
at home. Hughes, like fellow writers Lorraine Hansberry
and Richard Wright, was a humanist and nontheist, a
strain often ignored in the narrative of the civil rights
movement.

Accused of being a Communist by many on the polit-
ical right, Hughes always denied it. When asked why
he never joined the Communist Party, he wrote, “It was
based on strict discipline and the acceptance of directives
that I, as a writer, did not wish to accept.”

In Langston Hughes’ honour, we offer a few of his
poems.

The Penguin Book of Socialist Verse,

edited by Alan Bold, 1970

People’s World &

Film review

Strike

Before there was Battleship
Potemkin Sergei Eisenstein direct-
ed his first feature-length film,
1925°s Strike/Stachka. One of the
most stunning cinematic debuts
in movie history, the 82-minute
Strike brought the radical stage
techniques of Vsevolod Meyerhold
and the Proletcult Theatre to the

demands include wage hikes, the
8-hour day — only 6 hours for chil-
dren! — and more. Using powerful
imagery and the “montage of asso-
ciations,” Eisenstein vividly, viscer-
ally depicts class struggle, pitting
the collective mass hero against the
capitalists, their spies and police.
Using eye-popping movie meta-

Strike was screened at the Los
Angeles Workers Centre as part
of'a monthly film series, “Ten
Films That Shook the World: A
Cinematic Centennial Celebration
of the Russian Revolution,” run-
ning through November 2017 to
commemorate and celebrate the
100th anniversary of the February
and October 1917 Revolutions in

screen to tell the stirring story
of a 1903 workers’ walkout at a
Moscow factory.

The striking proletarians’

phors, Eisenstein portrays the czar-

ist regime’s savage brutality with a

gripping grand finale that’s like get-
ting punched in the face.

Russia, and 1905s mass uprisings.
People’s World &

I, Too, Sing America
|, too, sing America.

| am the darker brother.

They send me to eat in the kitchen
When company comes,

But | laugh,

And eat well,

And grow strong.

Tomorrow,

I'll st at the table
When company comes.
Nobody'll dare

Say fo me,

“Eat in the kitchen,”
Then.

Besides,
They'll see how beautiful | am
And be ashamed —

|, too, am America.

Song for a Dark Girl
Way Down South in Dixie

(Break the heart of me)

They hung my dark young lover

To a cross-roads tree.

Way Down South in Dixie
(Bruised body high in ir)
| asked the white Lord Jesus
What was the use of prayer.

Way Down South in Dixie
(Break the heart of me)

Love is a naked shadow

On a gnarled and naked tree.

Merry-Go-Round
Where is the Jim Crow section
On this merry-go-round,

Mister, cause | want fo ride?
Down South where | come from
White and coloured

Can't sit side by side.

Down South on the frain

There’s a Jim Crow car.

On the bus we're put in the back —
But there ain't no back

To a merry-go-round!
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Where's the horse
For a kid that's black?

The Negro Speaks
of Rivers

I've known rivers:

I've known rivers ancient as the world
and older than the flow of human
blood in human veins.

My soul has grown deep like the rivers.

| bathed in the Euphrates when dawns
were young.

| built my hut near the Congo and it
lulled me to sleep.

I looked upon the Nile and raised the
pyramids above .

| heard the singing of the Mississippi
when Abe Lincoln went down to New
Orleans, and I've seen its muddy
bosom turn all golden in the sunset.

I've known rivers:
Ancient, dusky rivers.

My soul has grown deep like the rivers.

Mother to Son

Well, son, I'll tell you:

Life for me ain’t been no crystal stair.
It's had tacks in it,

And splinters,

And boards torn up,

And places with no carpet on the
floor—

Bare.

But all 6-climbin’ on,

And reachin’ landin’s,

And turnin’ corners,

And sometimes goin’ in the dark
Where there ain't been no light.
So, boy, don't you turn back.
Don't you set down on the steps
"Cause you finds it's kinder hard.
Don't you fall now

For I'se still goin’, honey,

I'se still climbin’,

And life for me ain't been no crystal
stair.
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Pariners in planning
Armageddon?

Felicity Arbuthnot

“The unleashed power of the

atom has changed everything
except our thinking. Thus, we are
drifting toward catastrophe beyond
conception. We shall require

a substantially new manner of
thinking if mankind is to survive.”

Albert Einstein 1879-1955

The cynic might wonder if, when
UK Prime Minister Theresa May
spent so much time clutching
Donald Trump’s hand on her
January visit to the White House,
she contracted a virulent strain of
Trumpitis, an apparently incur-
able and uncontainable desire to
erase swathes of fellow human
beings from the planet, if not all
life on earth.

Trump, various Generals with
incomprehensible psychedelic bits
of cloth adorning their clothing and
varying spokespeople, terrifyingly,
will not “rule out” a nuclear strike
on North Korea which could ignite a
nuclear war.

Five times draft evader Donald
Trump seemingly lacks even a minis-
cule concept of the apocalypse even
“conventional” weapons unleash.
When he launched — arguably ille-
gally — 49 Cruise missiles which
rained down on Syria (April 6) whilst
having dinner with Chinese President
Xi Jinping, he remembered he was
eating “a beautiful piece of chocolate
cake”, but forgot the country he was
attacking, muddling Syria with Iraq,
so lightly was the unthinkable under-
taken. Commerce Secretary, Wilbur
Ross was quoted as calling the strike
“after dinner entertainment.”
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If Trump read and was thought-
ful (the first apparently absent from
his activities and the second seem-
ingly fatally flawed) he might have
reflected on North Korea’s genuine
fears. Near erased from the earth
by the US (1950-1953) constant-
ly threatened over subsequent dec-
ades, Trump might have recalled the
words of Joseph Rotblat, co-recipient
of the 1995 Nobel Peace Prize with
the Pugwash Conferences, for: “their
efforts to diminish the part played by
nuclear arms in international affairs
and, in the longer run, to eliminate
such arms.”

Rotblat observed that:

“If the militarily most power-
ful and least threatened states need
nuclear weapons for their security,
how can one deny such security to
countries that are truly insecure? The
present nuclear policy is a recipe
for proliferation. It is a policy for
disaster.”

Another aspect of Theresa May’s
Trump-like affliction is her equal lack
of reflection. Determined apparent-
ly that she can play the world anni-
hilation game with Trump led her
Defence Secretary, Michael Fallon,
to announce that she would fire the
UK’s nuclear weapons as a “first
strike”, if necessary.

“In the most extreme circum-
stances, we have made it very clear
that you can’t rule out the use of
nuclear weapons as a first strike”, he
told the BBC’s Radio 4.

“Disgusting”’

The reaction of Russian Senator
Frants Klintsevich, Deputy Chairman
of the Upper House of the Russian
Parliament’s Defence and Security
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Committee, was to call Fallon’s
comments “disgusting”, saying they
deserved a “tough response.” He gave
it in no uncertain terms pointing out
that: “Britain, not having the biggest
territory”, would “literally be erased
from the face of the earth”, were it to
launch a pre-emptive strike. He asked
pointedly: “Against whom is Great
Britain going to pre-emptively use
nuclear weapons?”

In context, there is no proof
whatsoever that North Korea has an
integrated nuclear weapons program
(i.e. the weapons with the system to
fire them.) It certainly has a nucle-
ar bluster program developed out
of fear resulting from near seven
decades of threats, with a vast US
arsenal just across it’s border with
nearing 30,000 US military person-
nel, 12 US bases, one provocatively
named “Red Cloud” — and since 2006
further isolation in the form of sanc-
tions. Now of course, there are also
Donald Trump’s threats and declared
“armada” of war ships, bristling with
more nation-erasing armaments.

Senator Klintsevich added with-
eringly that if Britain intended to
use nuclear weapons against a non-
nuclear state “then probably English
people desperately want to share the
laurels of the USA who threw nuclear
bombs at defenceless Hiroshima and
Nagasaki” (in 1945).

“But those times have gone for
good, as has the era of the greatness
of the British Empire.”

However, undeterred by Russia’s
warning, in a speech at London’s
Royal Institute for International
Affairs (Chatham House) the fol-
lowing day, Fallon again confirmed:
... we have made it very clear that
you can’t rule out the use of nuclear
weapons as a first strike.”

When the authoritative political
on line publication The Canary, asked
in what circumstances impending
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Armageddon would be triggered, he
replied: “They are better not speci-
fied or described, which would only
give comfort to our enemies and
make the deterrent less credible.”

The Canary’s article is in
stark contrast to the casual talk in
Washington and London of unleash-
ing the unthinkable, it is headed:

“The Conservative government
just signed the UK’s death warrant.
Quite literally.”

It opens:

“It’s already clear that part of the
Conservative government’s general
election strategy is to peg itself as
‘militarily tough’. And to prove that,
Defence Secretary, Michael Fallon
has made an astonishing claim. One
that essentially signs the UK’s death
warrant.

“The UK will, he asserts, not hes-
itate to fire nuclear weapons in a first
strike. That means the Tories won’t
wait until the UK is under attack in
some way to start a global nuclear
war. It will just start firing at will.
This is a complete break from the
UK’’s historical stance. And it’s one
that, considering the UK’s size, could
conclude with the country lying at the
bottom of the Atlantic Ocean.

“The UK’s nuclear arsenal
(Trident) is up for renewal, which
will potentially cost taxpayers over
£200 billion. Its renewal is in vio-
lation of the UK's commitment to
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). But a
number of politicians and their back-
ers profit from Trident s existence. So,
unsurprisingly, its quite popular in
parliament.(Emphasis added.)

“The largely US-owned Trident
system puts 215 nuclear warheads at
the UK’s disposal, according to the
Arms Control Association (ACA).”

The Canary article also throws
up the further unthinkable and leads
to wondering if the threats to North

Korea are either a red herring or a
proposed practice run in this new,
legally unconstrained, morally and
reason-free political zone:

“...in terms of defence, there has
been one country firmly at the fore-
front of UK ministers’ minds over
the last few years: Russia. It was
the hot topic at a Commons Defence
Committee meeting in December
2016. A session where Fallon assert-
ed we’d be ready for war with Russia
by 2018/19. In 2015, meanwhile, the
country received a listing as a top-tier
threat in the UK’s National Security
Strategy (NSS). And, of course,
NATO has stationed troops (includ-
ing ones from the UK) directly on
Russia’s borders.”

However, Mrs May-hem and
Defence Secretary Fallon have
apparently forgotten that: “Russia ...
has 7,000 nuclear warheads (with)
4.500 either deployed or stockpiled
... around 33 times more warheads
than the UK has.”

Further, for example, Russia’s
Satan 2 “can allegedly carry up to a
dozen warheads and level an area the
size of the UK in one hit.” The UK’s
population (2015) is 65.14 million.
(Emphasis added.)

Prime Minister May’s endless-
ly repeated mantra “Brexit means
Brexit” (i.e. Britain leaving the
European Union) takes on a whole
new meaning: she is prepared to trig-
ger the UK departing the planet. It is
reported that male Tory activists call
her “Mummy.” (Independent, April
28,2017.)

This week she announced that
her government is to install psychi-
atric care workers in schools across
the country. It would seem they are
more urgently needed in the Cabinet,
the Defence and Foreign Office
Ministries and most essentially in the
Prime Minister’s Office.
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