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NO 1o war

Peace is union business

Anna Pha

The world is spiralling towards World War
Three, a nuclear war which nobody can
win. US imperialist aggression is out of
control, directly or indirectly threatening
independent nation states on every conti-
nent of the globe.

Donald Trump has wasted no time in over-
turning pre-election rhetoric rejecting “endless
war” or war in more than one theatre. He is
shaping up to become the most reckless and
dangerous of war hawks yet to hold the US
presidency.

Trump’s appointments to senior govern-
ment positions and actions reveal an alarming
and power-hungry, ultra-conservative hell bent
on asserting US global economic, political and
military domination by force. Trump appears
prepared to do whatever the US war machine
and its military industrial complex demand of
him.

US Vice-President Mike Pence has just
completed a tour of the South East Asia region
including Australia, briefing allied govern-
ments in South Korea, Japan, Indonesia, as
well as here.

Pence did not hold back with his warnings
to the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
(North Korea). In provocative and chilling
threats, Pence repeatedly made the same threat
in relation to North Korea: “The era of strategic
patience is over”.

Pence raised the stakes saying: “all options
are on the table”, that “if China is unable to deal
with North Korea, the United States and our
allies will.” The DPRK has resorted to height-
ened defence response mode to protect itself
from the US which holds annual joint exercises
with South Korea, rehearsing an invasion of
the north.

Australian Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull faithfully and blindly echoed Pence’s
threat of war, describing the DPRK’s regime as
“reckless and dangerous” and claiming it “puts
the peace and stability of our region at risk”.

Tensions heightened

In 2011, President Barack Obama flew
to Australia to declare, in an address to par-
liament, what became known as the “pivot
to Asia”: the biggest build-up of US air and
naval forces in the Asia-Pacific region since
the Second World War. The target was China.

In July, one of the biggest US-led naval
exercises ever staged, the biennial Exercise
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Talisman Sabre, is set to rehearse a blockade of
the sea lanes through which run China’s com-
mercial lifelines. Based on an Air-Sea Battle
Plan for war with China, which prescribes a
pre-emptive “blinding” attack, this “war game”
will be played by Australia and other allies.
China has been encircled by about 400 US
military bases. In a similar fashion, the US has
encircled Russia with its own and NATO bases.

Pivot to Asia

The real threat of peace and stability comes
from US imperialism and its allies, which
includes Australia.

The target remains China. The bombing
and invasion of North Korea would provide

the US with yet another strategic military base
and facilities on the border of China. North
Korea also has a short border with Russia,
another target high on the US’s list, near
Vladivostok.

Last month the US announced the deploy-
ment of the Terminal High Altitude Area
Defence System (Thaad) in South Korea. This
raises concerns for China’s security as well as
that of North Korea.

Xinhua, the official Chinese news agency,
warned that Thaad would bring an arms race in
the region: “More missile shields of one side
inevitably bring more nuclear missiles of the
opposing side that can break through the mis-
sile shield,” it said.

North Korea’s Ambassador to the UN, Ja
Song-nam, said in a letter to the UN Security
Council that the US was using nuclear pro-
pelled aircraft carriers, nuclear submarines,
nuclear strategic bombers and stealth fighters in
joint exercises with South Korea which began
on March 1.

“Consequently, the situation on the Korean
Peninsula is again inching to the brink of a
nuclear war,” the letter said.

These joint exercises encroach on North
Korean waters on an annual basis, rehearsing an
invasion of North Korea, a blatant intimidation.

The US is also in the process of increasing
its military forces and weaponry in Australia.

Continued on page 2
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Shared values

Amid continued rhetoric of “Australian values” and national
identity, the Turnbull government has said it is overhauling
Australia’s citizenship laws, including abolishing 457 visas and
replacing them with two new visas.

The changes to Australian citizenship laws announced by PM
Turnbull and Immigration Minister Peter Dutton mean migrants
will need to pass tougher hurdles, including a stand-alone English
test, having to have lived in Australia as a permanent resident for
a minimum of four years, and will need to demonstrate “the steps
they have taken to integrate into and contribute to the Australian
community”.

The new citizenship requirements include:

* Applicants pass a stand-alone English test, involving reading,
writing, listening and speaking (Relevant exemptions will
apply, such as for permanent or enduring incapacity and for
those under 16 years of age);

* Extending the time an applicant must have lived in Australia
as a permanent resident from one year to at least four years;

* Strengthening the citizenship test with “new and more mean-
ingful questions that assess an applicant’s understanding of
— and commitment to — our shared values and responsibilities”;

* Applicants demonstrate steps they have taken to integrate into
the community, such as getting a job, joining community or-
ganisations and ensuring their children are enrolled at school;

e Limiting the number of times an applicant can fail the citizen-
ship test to three — currently there is no limit;

* Automatically failing people who cheat during the citizenship
test.

“The Turnbull government will strengthen Australian citizenship
by putting Australian values at the heart of citizenship processes
and requirements,” a statement from the Prime Minister’s office
said.

“Membership of the Australian family is a privilege and should
be granted to those who support our values, respect our laws and
want to work hard by integrating and contributing to an even
better Australia.”

An almost immediate response to the 457 visa change came
from India, which made clear that the Australian government’s
decision to replace the 457 skilled worker visa may affect trade
negotiations. Indians make up a quarter of 457 visa holders, the
most of any nation.

India wanted to expand approved skill categories to allow more
Indian professionals to work in Australia. In response to the gov-
ernment’s changes, India’s Ministry of External Affairs issued a
statement, saying that it was “examining the consequences” of the
new policy, adding that it would look at the matter “in the context”
of trade negotiations.

One of the “Australian values” questions is, “Do you support
female genital mutilation?” Who would answer such a question
in the affirmative? What is its purpose? Dog whistles, directed to
xenophobes and in particular Islamophobes.

Stealing polices from One Nation — a practice begun by former
Coalition PM John Howard — is now standard procedure for the
Liberal-Nationals. Maybe it’s time to question what might happen
if they as current Australian citizens don’t share Turnbull’s values.

How about the “values” embraced and practiced by the current
and previous governments in handing over Australia’s sovereignty
and independence, giving up the northern part of the country to
foreign military forces in preparation for participation in yet an-
other US-instigated war?

What about the values behind the dispossession and attempted
assimilation and genocide of Australia’s First People? Where are
the values of basic human rights in the prolonged abuse and torture
of men, women and children on Nauru and Manus Island, and here
on the mainland? Religious intolerance; Christianity only? All
good Aussies should love coal and see climate change as a hoax?

Social division based on fear and ignorance is the real agenda
of this government. If you’re for fighting against poverty, climate
change and inequality, and believe in striving for social justice,
you are not on the government’s “Team Australia”.

On this coming May Day everyone needs to come out and march
and show the flag, the one with the call, “Workers of all countries,
Unite!”.
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Endless war

When Détente ended with the
demise of the former socialist Soviet
Union, the US became emboldened
and more bellicose.

“Islamist terrorism” has replaced
the “threat of communism”. On
September 11, 1990, US President
George Bush made his public decla-
ration of a “new world order”. Then
on January 16, 1991, the bombing of
Iraq began, Operation Desert Storm
was underway.

In 1992, a document titled
“Defence Planning Guidance”, was
published openly declaring a long-
held aim, that the United States
would become the sole superpower
handling the military needs of the
world. The document offered pre-
emptive wars, allegedly to elimi-
nate “weapons of mass destruction”
(WMDs).

In 2002, the Bush adminis-
tration’s Nuclear Posture Review
included plans to use nuclear weap-
ons against China, Iraq, Russia, the
Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea, Iran, Libya and Syria. Nuclear
weapons were no longer considered
weapons of “last resort”.

The policy of “pre-emptive”
strike was announced. Pre-emptive
strike is a term for out-and-out
aggression against independent
states, in complete violation of
international law. It was support-
ed by the then Howard Coalition
government.

Since then the US and its prox-
ies have waged endless and wars and
effected regime change or destabi-
lised governments in a host of coun-
tries. The justifications for these
illegal and horrendous acts have been
based on lies, such as the alleged
stockpiles of weapons of mass
destruction in Iraq or the demoni-
sation of leaders. These include in
Somalia, Yemen, Sudan, Yugoslavia,
Libya, Egypt, Syria, Iraq, Ukraine.

The US turned its attention to
economic rivals Russia and China
and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation which is an Eurasian
political, economic and mili-
tary organisation covering China,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia,
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.

The US has military and spy
bases in over 150 countries with
160,000 active-duty personnel and
is directly or through its proxies is
presently involved in conflicts in
Iraq, Syria, Yemen, Somalia, Sudan,
Afghanistan, Ukraine, the strategi-
cally placed and oil rich Middle East
and Horn of Aftica.

It is in the process of attempt-
ing to destabilise the governments of

Venezuela and Bolivia, and still has
Cuba in its sights.

The US envisages the construc-
tion of new military bases in Latin
America including Colombia on the
immediate border of Venezuela.

Trump has indicated his full
support for the right-wing Zionist
government of Israel and ongo-
ing oppression of the Palestinian
people. The unspoken agenda is out-
right elimination of Palestine and the
installation of “Greater Israel”.

When Donald Trump launched
his recent missile attack on Syria —
following his bombing of a mosque
and a school — he was having dinner
in Florida with the President of
China, Xi Jinping. All the media
could do was focus on the chocolate
cake he was eating.

Role of media

The media’s role is to lend legit-
imacy to the US’s war-monger-
ing, presenting the US as a global
peace-maker bringing democracy
and human rights to the countries
it bombs and invades. The media in
Australia sings the same tune, churns
out the same line, word perfect with
every new bombing, drone attack or
lie.

The Washington Post’s claim,
“Wars make us safer and richer”, was
a classic. In reality, they do nothing
of the sort. Wars are eating up budg-
ets, making the people poorer, caus-
ing mass destruction and misery and
feed into the global growth of ter-
rorism. A nuclear war will leave the
planet inhabitable.

The corporate media have come
to the party, repeating and failing
to question the lies and trotting out
the same slogans of “failed states”,
“global war on terror”: to make war
an acceptable necessity.

Western trained and funded mer-
cenaries such as in Syria are referred
to as the “opposition” fighting “a
civil war”. The immediate goal in
Syria is regime change followed by
the installation of a compliant gov-
ernment and control over resources
and the country which is strategically
placed in the Middle East.

The wars are illegal and
unjustified.

Shift to right

The drive to war and to make war
appear acceptable has been accompa-
nied by a marked shift to the Right.
In Europe, neo-fascist movements,
backed and funded by the US, have
made significant gains. In particu-
lar in the Ukraine, Poland, Lithuania
and Romania where there are govern-
ments of the extreme right.

Le Pen in France and New Dawn
in Greece are amongst others which
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have made significant gains, and not
without considerable assistance from
the corporate media and corporate
donations, which has done a great
deal to “mainstream” them.

In Australia, Pauline Hanson’s
One Nation party, which fuels the
racist and xenophobic hatred and
anti-Islam sentiments, has received
considerable assistance from the
media in a process aimed at normal-
ising fascists.

The treatment of asylum seekers,
many victims of the endless wars,
fuels the racist fires and detracts from
the real cause of people’s insecurity
and suffering — capitalism.

Fight for peace and
independence

Since the Second World War
Australia has been involved in
numerous conflicts on behalf of the
US. These range from outright war
and the training of foreign forces,
to espionage and destabilisation of
governments.

The US’s military facilities at
Pine Gap in South Australia are ded-
icated to spying and war fighting.

Its most important function is as
a ground control station for US sat-
ellites which covers one third of the
earth, encompassing the strategic
areas of southern Russia, China and
the oil fields of the Middle East.

Australia, willingly or not,
would be immediately implicated
in any war fought by the US against
China or Russia, because of the role
that Pine Gap plays and the use of
Australia as a launching pad for US
forces. The only way for Australia
to be completely independent is to
close Pine Gap and all other for-
eign military facilities and end
the ANZUS Treaty. The US mili-
tary installations, particularly Pine
Gap, also make prime targets in any
US-instigated conflict.

Pine Gap is also used in the car-
rying out of extrajudicial, illegal kill-
ings using drones.

Peace is
union business

This May Day the world is on
the brink of two irreversible catas-
trophes — nuclear war and destruction
of human life on our planet as a result
of human induced climate change.

Both catastrophes are being
driven by capitalism and its rapa-
cious and blinkered pursuit of profits.

In Australia, we can play our
part by joining the anti-imperialist
movement to end the US alliance,
close all foreign bases and adopt and
assert Australia’s sovereignty and
independence. &

PRESS FUND

US President Trump has finally given his blessing, albeit very
grudgingly, to the deal between his predecessor and the Turnbull
government to settle in the US an undisclosed number of the
asylum seekers currently held in offshore prisons — oh, sorry,
immigration detention centres. But Trump is a businessman,
not a humanitarian. He has undoubtedly demanded something
in return, and the Turnbull government may have committed
Australian forces to join in upcoming US military adventures,
perhaps an invasion of Syria or North Korea. We’ll be following
these very worrying events closely, but we need your support, so
please send in something for the next edition if you possibly can.
Many thanks to this week’s contributors, as follows:

Dr G Dittura $25, Craig Greer $50, Max Hunt $50,
C Maarbani $20, Mark Mannion $10, “Rough Red” $5,
“Round Figure”$10

This week’s total: $170 Progressive total: $2,180
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

As a black woman, my politics and political affiliation are bound
up with and flow from participation in my people’s struggle for
liberation, and with the fight of oppressed people all over the world
against American imperialism.

J)

Angela Davis

Support The Guardian by donating to Press Fund
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David Bastin

In 1965 a dispute arose over the
introduction of one-man bus
routes in Melbourne. Union bans
on the disputed routes led to fines
being imposed in 1966. By 1969
the Tramways Union had accrued
some 40 fines totalling $13,200.

Those fines arose from the 1947
Arbitration Act (Commonwealth).
The Act was amended in 1951 by
the Menzies government with an
increase in the penalties for contempt
of a court order (sections 109 and
111), which were £500 on a union,
£200 or imprisonment for 12 months
on a union official and £50 on a rank
and file member. Section 138 pro-
vided for a £100 fine on an officer of
the union for advising any member
to take direct action. By 1969 con-
tempt of court fines were $1,000 a
day for a union. Between 1956 and
1968 unions were fined 799 times for
a total of $282.,410.

There was growing rancour
amongst rank and file unionists
towards the hated penalty provisions,
together known as the penal powers.
At the same time militancy and con-
fidence were increasing amongst
a layer of (mainly) younger union
activists. In 1969 the Communist
Party and communist-led unions
decided to confront the penal powers
head-on.

The Tramways Union had been
paying off the fines at a rate of $100
a month, but in 1967 Industrial
Registrar suddenly demanded imme-
diate payment of $3,000. The Union
said this was impossible and offered
$200 a month, but the Registrar
seized the union bank account and
recovered $3,741.

Early in 1969 the Registrar
obtained a summons for Clarrie
O’Shea, Victorian state secretary, to
appear with the union’s records over
the $8,100 still owing, set for 20
March. O’Shea dodged this and two
further summons to appear. Finally,
when he did appear on May 15 he
refused to take the oath and hand
over the union books. He was jailed
for contempt of court by the judge,
John Kerr (Yes, that John Kerr), and
sent to Pentridge prison.

On Friday May 16 some half to
one million workers struck across
Australia. The ACTU made no res-
olution on the jailing of O’Shea or

Australia

powers

enal powers fo ...

Apiil 26,2017 3

i I ,‘ "'_ tose n the know

\ o W &

Melbourne tram circa 1969.

on strike action. The Trades and
Labour Councils (TLCs) of Western
Australia, South Australia and
Queensland called for general strikes.
The Victorian, New South Wales and
Tasmanian TLCs refused to endorse
the strike and in some cases were
hostile to it. Newcastle, Wollongong
and Canberra TLCs called out their
members. In Tasmania, 22 “rebel”
unions representing 50,000 workers
(80 percent of the workforce) organ-
ised a general strike.

In the afternoon of Tuesday
May 20, Dudley MacDougall, a
former advertising executive of the
Australian Financial Review, paid
both the union’s fines ($8,100) and
O’Shea’s personal fines ($500).
MacDougall claimed that he had
won the money on the Opera House
lottery, but O’Shea maintained that

ASIO had something to do with
paying the fine. Either way, noth-
ing was ever proven. At 1lam
Wednesday May 21 Kerr discharged
O’Shea from examination. On release
O’Shea was as defiant as ever.

In 1970, sections of the Act were
amended. Fines were still levied, but
no unions paid them.

What is the situation now? The
$8,100 in 1969 would be worth
about $90,500 now. For compari-
son, these are some recent examples.
The CFMEU was fined $1.25 mil-
lion for contempt of court over a dis-
pute with Grocon in 2012 and 2013.
(In contrast, Grocon was ordered
to pay only $250,000 in connection
with the deaths of three people after
a wall collapsed at a building site in
Melbourne in 2013.)

The CFMEU was fined

From the archives

The Guardian, November 1988

“All our work
has been
ruined by your
blasted no-
strike agree-
ment!”’

$110,000 and the officials Aaron
Cartledge, David Bolton and Michael
McDermott $4,600 each for breach-
es of right of entry provisions at
an Adelaide site in 2014. Also in
2014, 117 workers of the CFMEU
and AMWU were ordered to pay
$680,000 in fines. Thirty-three failed
to pay up and risked having their per-
sonal assets seized.

Fines now arise from the Fair
Work Act and the Australian Building
and Construction Commission. The
magnitude of the fines seems to have
increased by a factor of ten, and the
unions seem unwilling or unable to
defy them. While individual union-
ists have much at stake now (home,
superannuation) compared to the
1960s and the fear of bankruptcy is
well-justified and understandable, in
the long term paying the fines can

. Melbourne

7 May 10am-

only pave the way for more tyran-
nical laws.

There has never been a general
right to strike in Australia, only peri-
ods where strike action is possible
and there is much militant activity,
such as in the early 1970s following
the defeat of the penal powers, and
when it is punishing and unions are
cowered, as it is now. But those in the
union movement who think that the
course of least resistance will suffice
should be reminded of the fact that
unionism can get a lot tougher than
it is now.

In the 19th century the
Combination Act (UK, 1799) and
the Master and Servants Act (NSW,
1828) meant that unions were basi-
cally illegal and an employer could
imprison an employee who refused
to work. &

Trades Halls — Carlton

Find out more about the
Communist Party of Australia
www.cpd.org.au



4  Apil 26, 2017

Richard Titelius

Every year the Australian Cuban
Friendship Societies hold its Consultation
with the Cuban ambassador in a city around
Australia which has an active branch. The
Consultation had not been held in Albury
since 2003 and many members of the ACFS
had not previously visited the city situated
on the mighty Murray River which forms
the southern border between NSW with
Victoria.

The Consultation is an opportunity for the
various ACFS’s around Australia to let the
ambassador, Jose Manuel Galego Montano,
know what activities they had undertaken in the
past year to promote solidarity with the Cuban
people and their revolutionary society which
is seen as a beacon to the world of a peaceful,
egalitarian and sustainable society.

The proceedings commenced with a civic
reception at the Albury City Council offices on
March 31 where the Mayor Kevin Mack wel-
comed Ambassador Galego and his family.
The mayor also acknowledged the Wiradjuri
Aboriginal people as the custodians of the land
on which the Consultation would take place
and acknowledged his Deputy mayor Amanda
Cohn who was also present and other council-
lors. Mayor Mack also acknowledged the expe-
rience of the Cuban ambassador and his search
for ways to improve relations with Australia
and New Zealand as well as the difficulties
which confronted Cuba, “in maintaining its
independence and the struggles which your
country endures on a daily basis.”

The Consultation opened on the Saturday
with a report by the Cuban Ambassador Jose
Galego in which he described the challenges
facing Cuba in improving not only energy pro-
duction but also food production. Cuba needs
not only to become less reliant on the import of
oil and gas but increase its production of energy
from renewable sources which it is doing from
solar, wind and biomass.

In relation to food production, the Cuban
government is looking at incentives to encour-
age the highly educated and skilled Cuban
workforce to move to the countryside to
resource Cuba’s efforts at increasing food pro-
duction and food sovereignty. Though urban
agriculture continued to provide fresh food and
vegetables to many city people, it was often not
possible to have pig and chicken farms in the
cities for health reasons. This was also com-
pounded by the need to feed the extra 6-7 mil-
lion tourists who visited Cuba.

Relations between Australian and Cuban
governments, reported Galego, continued to be
constructive and mutually beneficial. 50,000
Australians are visiting Cuba each year and dis-
cussions are ongoing about improving flights
between the two countries, while the position
of opening an Australian embassy in Cuba is
still on the agenda.

As usual, sitting at the top of Cuba’s con-
cerns about its finances and economy, is the

Australia
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is possible”
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From left to right: Deputy Mayor of Albury Dr Amanda Cohn, Veronica, Cuban Ambassador Jose Galego and Albury Mayor Kevin Mack.

effect of the outdated and cruel blockade of
Cuba by the United States which has been in
effect for over 55 years. The only positive side
effect of the US blockade being in place for so
long was that it increasingly made transparent
the ideological imperative of those who imple-
mented and continue to maintain it including
the previous US President Obama and the cur-
rent President Trump.

In February 2018, President Raul Castro
will stand down as president of Cuba and hand
the reins of power to a new generation of lead-
ership while Raul would continue to stay on as
president of the Cuban Communist Party.

Finally, Galego advised that the Cuban
Institute of Friendship with the People (ICAP),
which now has a new president in former Cuban
Five Fernando Gonzales, is supportive of the
projects in the areas of health and education
funded by individual ACFS’s around Australia.

For the rest of the day the individual ACFSs
presented their annual reports and there was
also a comprehensive report back from the
members of 34th Australian New Zealand
Southern Cross Brigade to Cuba on the activi-
ties undertaken in Cuba and the observations of
life, society and economy that brigade members
had experienced.

On the Sunday, there was a report on the
“Yo si Puedo!” (Yes I can!) literacy project
being run with some Cuban resources and
also private sector funding (e.g. Multiplex).

Ambassador Galego advised the Consultation
that the government wants to have the “Yo si
Puedo” campaign in mainstream schools as
well as in Aboriginal communities. However,
while the results and effectiveness of the Cuban
literacy campaign is self-evident, a lot of money
goes into resourcing the campaign.

What is also evident from the way the cam-
paign is run is that it is not a “one size fits all”
campaign and success comes in part from it
being able to empower individual communities
through education: The community drives the
program with the guidance of advisers.

Another report presented on the Sunday
included one on the Havana Book Fair held in
February 2017. The Havana Book Fair is based
on the Cuban Revolution. More than 4 million
books were published in Cuba last year.

There were also reports on the medicinal
cannabis and industrial hemp by a registered
cannabis grower, Wayne Wadsworth, on why
Cuba should grow cannabis, the Fidel is Fidel
photo exhibition touring Australia and the 8th
Asian Pacific Regional Conference to be held in
Manila, Philippines on 8-9 April 2017.

At the conclusion of the two-day
Consultation the 31 attendees presented the
Declaration of the 34th Australian/NZ-Cuba
Friendship Societies in which they asserted
their “long and proud history of solidarity with
Cuba, its people and government and stand in
solidarity in their struggle against the enemies

of the Revolution and US regime change
policies.”

The 34th Consultation also “Salutes the
courage, determination and creativity of the
Cuban people who have not given up in the
face of adversity, who continue with generos-
ity in international missions to assist those in
need with medical aid and sharing their legacy
of literacy in all corners of the world, including
Australia and New Zealand.”

The 34th Australian/NZ Consultation calls
for “The lifting of the criminal economic, finan-
cial and commercial blockade imposed by the
US (through over 40 legislative instruments) for
over 55 years. The immediate closure and with-
drawal of the US from the illegally occupied
Guantanamo Bay and the end of the covert and
overt media war against Cuba, and attempts at
regime change to try to discredit and demoral-
ise the victorious Socialist Revolution won and
constructed by the Cuban People”. An addi-
tional resolution passed by the Consultation
called for “The US to pay for the cost of the
ongoing rehabilitation of the land upon the
withdrawal and closure of the illegally acquired
US Military Base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.”

We stand with Fidel in saying, “A better
world is possible”.

The 35th Australian/NZ-Cuba Friendship
Societies National Consultation will be held in
2018 in Adelaide, South Australia. &

Government is told of “failure”

Rudi Maxwell

The Close the Gap Campaign
steering committee has delivered a
stark message to government: Your
approach is failing Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people. In
delivering its response to the fed-
eral government’s 2017 Close the
Gap report — which showed that
only one of the seven Close the Gap
targets is on track — the steering
committee called on all levels of
government to do more than repeat
empty platitudes.

“After 10 years and despite
bipartisan support for closing the
gap, Australian governments at all
levels are failing Australia’s First

Peoples,” the steering committee
said.

The Close the Gap Campaign
steering committee, chaired by
National Congress of Australia’s
First Peoples co-chair Jackie
Huggins and National Aboriginal
Community Controlled Health
Organisation (NACCHO) chief
executive Pat Turner, delivered its
progress and priorities report on
Close the Gap Day, March 16.

It calls on governments to
take a more holistic approach to
Indigenous health, including consid-
eration of social and cultural deter-
minants and to initiate a national
inquiry into racism in hospitals and
other health care settings.

And, as in previous years, the
report says all governments must
work with and listen to Indigenous
people and peak bodies, instead of
continuing their historic “imposed,
unengaged and often rushed service
delivery”.

“Treating people”

“At the moment, what we call
‘health’ in the health system is about
treating people who aren’t well,”
Ms Turner told the Koori Mail.
“As Aboriginal people we look at
our cultural approach to health as
holistic. So you have to have your
identity, know your mob, your cul-
tural grounding. Your relationship
with your family, community and

country is as important as your
spiritual fulfilment and happiness,
so your mental health, all of those
things fit together and things occur
within our society and they relate to
what we call nowadays the societal
and cultural determinants of health.”

Ms Turner said that meant
taking into consideration housing,
education, racism and a range of
other factors that affect Indigenous
people’s health, as well as their
physical wellbeing.

Dr Huggins and Ms Turner
called on the federal government
to renew the relationship with First
Nations peoples by engaging with
Indigenous peak bodies and leaders,
restoring funding to Congress and

holding a national summit with First
Nations leaders this year.

They echoed demands from the
Redfern Statement — a blueprint
for a better approach to Indigenous
affairs delivered by a broad range of
First Nations organisations during
last year’s federal election cam-
paign — that government needs to
listen to Indigenous people and start
doing things differently.

“The reality for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples is that
we have a life expectancy at least
10 years shorter than non-Indige-
nous Australians. We need urgent
action,” Dr Huggins said.

Koori Mail &
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Book review by Rob Gowland
Alphonse Mucha

Alphonse Mucha will forever be
associated with Art Nouveau, and
anyone who watches Antiques
Roadshow knows that that encom-
passes flowing lines, floral motifs
and the idealisation of the female
form. Mucha developed his dis-
tinctive style of decorative and
commercial art while scratching a
living as a penniless artist in Paris.

He was born in Moravia in 1860
and he began his career painting the-
atrical scenery in Brno and then in
Vienna. The Austrian capital at this
time was undergoing an explosion of
art which greatly excited the young
Mucha. He lived in abject poverty,
however. His only pair of trousers
became so threadbare that a group of
society women were moved to chip
in and buy him a new pair.

In 1881 he returned to Moravia,
and was hired by Count Karl Khuen
to decorate Hrusovany Emmahof
Castle with murals. The Count was
impressed enough that he agreed to
sponsor Mucha’s formal training at
the Munich Academy of Fine Arts.

Six years later Mucha moved
to Paris to continue his studies,
and joined other struggling artists.
Mucha and Paul Gauguin shared a
studio that was full of exotic objects
and frequented by bohemian writ-
ers, artists, and musicians who came
there to work and play. An infamous
photograph of Gauguin playing the
Harmonium with no trousers on cap-
tures the mood of their studio.

Mucha scraped together a living
illustrating magazines and advertise-
ments, surviving mainly thanks to
new age printing technology, which
enabled the mass circulation of
higher quality prints. “The Parisian
publishing industry was growing and
new publishing houses were appear-
ing; this led to increased job oppor-
tunities for young artists like Mucha”
— Tomoko Sato, Alphonse Mucha.

His big break came in 1896: the
leading actress, Sarah Bernhardt,
needed a new poster in a hurry for her
role in Dismonda at the Renaissance
Theatre. Mucha undertook to pro-
duce it.

The poster he designed featured
Byzantine motifs: Bernhardt in a
richly embroidered costume, stands
in an arched alcove like a saint,
before a mosaic-tiled wall with the
Orthodox cross in the background,
the whole design marked by flowing
lines, floral motifs, curlicues, and —
unlike the designers of other posters
of the time, who favoured strong bold
colours — Mucha used delicate, pastel
colours. Bernhardt was enchanted
and gave Mucha a six-year contract.

Soon Mucha’s distinctive posters
were appearing all over the French
capital, advertising everything from
wine to biscuits to cigarette papers.
Other artists soon began imitating
what at first was called “the style
Mucha” but became known as “the
new art” (art nouveau). “Unlike
many other art movements ... Art
Nouveau was not a movement to
promote a specific system of artistic
principles invented by an individual
or group of artists and theorists under
the name of Art Nouveau. Its name
derived from a commercial gallery
in Paris, the Maison de I’art nouveau,
opened in 1895 by German art dealer
Siegfried Bing.

Like many of his contemporar-
ies, Bing believed that European civi-
lisation was in great turmoil, faced
with unprecedented political, social
and technological changes, and that
the world of art and design should
respond to the requirements of these
developments” — Sato, op cit.

The style Mucha launched ceased
to be new before the First World
War but it is still called art nouveau
today, as again any regular viewer
of Antiques Roadshow could testify.
“In this process, Mucha was bene-
fited by two factors: the improved
colour printing technology, and the
growing Slavophilism in France.
Mucha’s posters were all printed in
colour lithography, the newest colour
printing process at the time. Mucha’s
exceptional draftsmanship and his
profound understanding of the print-
ing process from his long-standing
experience with publishers were a
great advantage. He took account of
the technicality of the lithographic
process in his work to enable lithog-
raphers to reproduce his designs as
faithfully as possible” — Sato, op cit.

Since the late 1880s, France and
Russia had been drawing closer to
each other in a balancing act against
the growing power and imperial
ambitions of Germany. French soci-
ety reflected this rapprochement.
Mucha’s Slavic nationalism and his
growing mysticism eagerly embraced
it: In his words, “The public ...
needed to breathe fresh air and to
find peace and harmony. The existing
harmonies were exhausted, empty ...
and people were glad to quench their
thirst for beauty with a new draught.
It was the refreshing new Slav ele-
ment they were looking for.”

Art Nouveau was also inter-
ested in (almost obsessed with) the
femme nouvelle or “new woman”.
No matter what the product or event,
Mucha’s posters featured as their
centrepiece an idealised portrait of

a woman. Mucha and his peers cel-
ebrated femininity as the antidote to
an overly-industrialised, imperson-
al, “masculine” world. Women thus
served both allegorical and decora-
tive purposes and it is hardly sur-
prising therefore that they are such
a common theme in Mucha’s work.

His famous poster for Job cig-
arette papers not only showed a
woman luxuriating in the act of
smoking (at a time when respecta-
ble women never smoked in public)
but he painted her with her hair fall-
ing free around her shoulders, when
respectable women always wore their
hair up in public!

Mucha’s career (and his reputa-
tion) received a boost with the Paris
Exposition of 1900. He was involved
in the decoration of two of the nation-
al pavilions: that of Austria itself and
also that of the province of Bosnia
and Herzegovina. Art Nouveau had
gone international.

Mucha felt that everything could
be a work of art, encompassing a
person’s daily experience, from
wallpaper to furniture to clothing to
promotional posters around the city.
He not only applied his distinctive
style of commercial art to a wide
range of posters and advertisements,
but also to paintings, book illustra-
tions, designs for jewellery, carpets,
wallpaper, and — where he had started
— theatre sets.

However, Mucha saw himself as
so much more than just a commer-
cial artist and Alphonse Mucha by
Tomoko Sato, written as the lavishly
illustrated catalogue for the Mucha
exhibition in Rome in 2016, demon-
strates that he certainly was. Like an
actor trying to break free from being
typecast in a certain role, Mucha
attempted for the rest of his life to
disassociate himself from the Art
Nouveau style, insisting that rather
than being the product of particu-
lar style or movement, his paintings
were entirely a product of himself
and Czech art.

He had always been partisan in
his support for Czech nationalism.
His murals for the Lord Mayor’s
House in Prague, done in 1910
(before independence), are dripping
with longing, sorrow and defiance.
When Czechoslovakia gained its
independence with the collapse of
the Austro-Hungarian Empire at the
end of WW1, Mucha was given the
honour of designing the new State’s
stamps and banknotes. Typically,
the 100 crown note he designed fea-
tures two ordinary peasant girls (one
in Czech and one in Slovak national
dress) instead of a famous person.
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Mucha had a strong mysti-
cal bent, which showed itself even
when he was a student in Paris. He
was a passionate adherent of the
Freemasons, and their beliefs can
clearly be seen to have influenced
Mucha’s most important work of
fine art, his masterwork on which
he spent many years, The Slav Epic
(Slovanska epopej), a series of 20
huge paintings, half depicting the
history of the Slavs in general and
half the history of the Czech people
in particular. He believed that art
existed only to communicate a spir-
itual message, and this series is
replete with representations of spir-
itual moments in Czech or Slavic
history: Bohemian nationalist leader
Jan Huss preaching, the abolition of
serfdom in Russia, a depiction of the
Holy Mount Athos with angels and
saints floating in the air above the
congregation, etc. Mucha bestowed
this huge series on the city of Prague
in 1928.

He was particularly peeved that
his fame rested on his commercial art
when he wanted to be known for his
more “artistic” projects. However,
although his Slav Epic is unques-
tionably impressive in its size and
scope, it is his more commercial

e

projects that display verve and life,
despite their similarity of design one
to another.

The posters, for example, are
densely patterned but they display
to perfection the Art Nouveau inter-
est in natural forms and decora-
tion. Ironically, mechanical printing
had allowed “art” to be reproduced
in quantity, but the artists of Art
Nouveau rejected the anonymity of
mechanical production.

Whether your interest in Mucha
stems from history or graphic art,
or some other aspect of the subject,
Sato’s book is a beautiful, fascinating
read. And it truly is lavishly illustrat-
ed. Apart from beautiful reproduc-
tions of Mucha’s posters, the book
features photographs of models (and
sometimes Mucha himself) posing
for studies in preparation for subse-
quent works, photos taken by Mucha
on research trips to pre-Revolutionary
Russia and the Balkans, in readiness
for his great series of works The Slav
Epic, and reproductions many of his
actual paintings, not merely his post-
ers (splendid designs though they are).

Just don’t look for realism: that
wasn’t Mucha’s forte at all.
Alphonse Mucha by Tomoko Sato
Published by Skira 2016 &
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Can rational thinking
save the world?

Andre Vltchek

The West has brought the world to the
brink of total collapse, but its citizens, even
its intellectuals, are stubbornly refusing to
grasp the urgency. Like ostriches, many are
hiding their heads in the sand. Others are
behaving like a surgeon who opts for treat-
ing a small cut on a finger of his patient who
is actually dying from a terrible gunshot
wound.

There seems to be an acute lack of ration-
al thinking, and especially of people’s ability
to grasp the proportions of global occurrences
and events. For years | have been arguing that
destroying the ability to compare and to see
things from the universal perspective has been
one of the most successful endeavours of the
Western indoctrination drive (dispersed through
education, media/disinformation and “cul-
ture”). It has effectively influenced and paci-
fied both the people in the West itself, and those
living in its present and former colonies (par-
ticularly the local “elites” and their offspring).

There seems to be no capacity to compare
and consistently analyse, for instance, those cer-
tainly unsavoury but mainly defensive actions
taken by the revolutionary governments and
countries, with the most horrid and appalling
crimes committed by the colonialist regimes
of the West all over Asia, Latin America, the
Middle East and Africa, which took place in
approximately the same historical era.

It is not only history that is seen in the West
through totally crooked and “out of focus”
lenses, it is also the present, which has been
perceived and “analysed” in an out of context
way and without applying hardly any ration-
al comparisons. Rebellious and independent-
minded countries in Asia, Latin America, Africa
and the Middle East (most of them have been
actually forced to defend themselves against the
extremely brutal attacks and subversion cam-
paigns administered by the West) have been
slammed, even in the so-called “progressive”
circles of the West, with much tougher stand-
ards than those that are being applied towards
both Europe and North America, two parts of
the world that have been continuously spread-
ing terror, destruction and unimaginable suf-
fering among the people inhabiting all corners
of the globe.

Almost all the most terrible crimes com-
mitted by the West were committed abroad, and
were directed against enslaved, exploited, thor-
oughly plundered people in almost all parts of
the world.

Now, according to many, the endgame is
approaching. Rising oceans are swallowing
entire countries, as I witnessed in several parts
of Oceania. It is a horrid, indescribable sight!

People in numerous countries governed by
pro-Western regimes are shedding millions of
their inhabitants, while some nations are basi-
cally ceasing to exist, like Papua or Kashmir,
to give just two obvious examples.

The environment is thoroughly ruined
where the “lungs” of the world used to work
hard, just a few decades ago, making our planet
healthy.

Tens of millions of people are now on the
move, their countries thoroughly ruined by
Western geopolitical games. Instead of influ-
encing and helping to guide humanity, such
great cultures as those of Iraq, Afghanistan and
Syria are now forced to disgorge millions of
desperate refugees.

Extremist religious groups (of all faiths,
and definitely not only belonging to the Muslim
religion) are being groomed by the Western
Machiavellian ideologues and strategists, then
dispersed to all corners of the globe: South
Asia, the Middle East, China, Latin America,
Africa, and even Oceania.

It is a total disgrace what imperialism has
managed to reduce our humanity to.

Most of the world is actually trying to func-
tion “normally”, “democratically”, following
its natural instincts, which are based on simple
humanism. But it is being constantly derailed,
attacked and tormented by the brutal monstrous
and merciless hydra — the Western expansion-
ism and its “culture” or nihilism, greed, cyni-
cism and slavery.

Warnings

For many years I have been sending warn-
ings, I have been writing and showing and
presenting thousands of terrible images of
destruction, of the irreversible collapse, of
barbarity.

I have generally kept nothing to myself. I
have recycled my work, my films and books,
into new journeys into the darkest abysses of
our world. I have received hardly any support
from the outside world. But I couldn’t stop:
what I have been witnessing, the danger to the
planet and total devastation, have forced me
to never give up the struggle. If necessary and
most of the time, I have done it alone. I spent
too much time in Latin America; I could not
give up. I learned too much from Cuba and so
many other wonderful places; I felt I had no
right to surrender.

The world looks different if observed
and analysed from a pub in Europe or North
America, or if you are actually standing on one
of those atolls in the middle of the South Pacific
(Oceania) that are under the constant assault of
tidal waves, dotted with dead stumps of palm
trees pointing accusatively towards the sky.
These islets are at the forefront of the battle for
the survival of our planet, and they are obvi-
ously losing.

Everything also appears to be much more
urgent but also “real”, when observed from
the black and desolate plains of the hopeless-
ly logged out Indonesian islands of Borneo/
Kalimantan and Sumatra.

I used to recount in my essays, just for my
readers to know, what the villages somewhere
like Gomain the Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRCQ), look and feel like, after the murderous
assaults by the pro-Rwandese, and therefore
pro-Western, militias. It was important for me
to explain how things are “right in the middle
of'it”, on the ground. I used to write about mass
rapes and mutilations, about the burning flesh,
terrible torture ... I stopped some time ago.
You at least once witness all this or you simply
didn’t. If you did then you know what it all
looks like, what it feels like and smells like ...
or you could never imagine it, no matter how
many books and reports you read, no matter
how many images you consume.

I have been trying to speak about all this to
the people in the West, at conferences, universi-
ties, or even through my films and books. They
do listen, mostly respectfully. They do show
politely how outraged and “horrified” they are
(it is “expected” of them). Some say: “I want
to do something”. Most of them do absolutely
nothing, but even if they decide to take action,
it is usually for themselves, just to feel good,
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Logs stacked in Riau, Sumatra, which has one of Indonesia's highest rates of deforestation. (Photo: Sandra Siag

to feel better, to convince their own conscience
that they have actually ‘done at least something
for the humanity’.

I used to blame them. I don’t, anymore.
This is how the world is arranged. However,
I have sharply reduced my work-visits to both
North America and Europe. I don’t feel that |
click with the people in those places. We don’t
think the same way, we don’t feel the same,
and even our logic and rationale are diametri-
cally different.

My recent three-week stay in Europe clear-
ly revealed to me, how little there is in common
between the West’s state of mind and the real-
ity in which the great majority of the world has
been living.

Empires

In the past, before the Western empires
and the sole “Empire” took most of determina-
tion and enthusiasm away from the people, the
most talented of human beings used to make no
distinction between their personal lives, their
creativity and their relentless work and duty
towards humanity.

In several places including Cuba, it is how
many people still live.

In the West, everyone and everything is
now fragmented and life itself became objec-
tively meaningless: there is distinct time to
work (satisfying one’s personal career, guar-
anteeing survival, advancing “prestige” and
ego), there is time to play, and for family life
... and there is occasionally time to think about
humanity or, very rarely, about the survival of
our planet.

Needless to say, this selfish approach has
failed in helping to advance the world. It has
also squarely failed when it comes to stopping
at least some of the monstrosities committed by
Western imperialism.

When I go to the opera house or some great
classical music concert, it is in order to get
some deep inspiration, to get fired up about my
work, to recycle the beauty that I’'m express-
ing in my novels and films, theatre plays and
even political reports. I never go to get simply
“entertained”. It is never for my own needs
only.

It is also essential for me to work closely
with the people that I love, including my own
mother who is already 82 years old.

It is because I know there is absolutely no
time to waste. And also because everything is
and should be intertwined in life: love, work,
duty, and the struggle for the survival and
progress of our world.

Choosing rationally

I may be labelled as a fanatic, but I am
decisively choosing those C) and B) options
from the “dilemmas” I depicted above. I am
choosing rationality, now that the US “armada”
packed with the nuclear weapons is sailing
towards both China and North Korea, now that
the Tomahawk missiles have rained down on
Syria, now that the West will be sending thou-
sands more mercenaries to one of the most dev-
astated countries on Earth — Afghanistan.

Survival and then the advancement of the
world should be our greatest goal. I believe it
and I stand by it. In time of absolute crises,

If those “who know” do not act, if they are coward
opportunistically do nothing, from a universal persy
nothing much will happen: one small planet in one
many galaxies will simply cease to exist.
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which we are experiencing right now, it is irre-
sponsible, almost grotesque, to simply “con-
tinue to live our daily lives”.

Imperialism has to be stopped, once and for
all, by all means. At the moment when the sur-
vival of humanity is at stake, the end justifies
all means. Or as the motto of Chile goes: “By
Reason Or By Force”.

Of course, if those “who know” do not act,
if they are cowardly and opportunistically do
nothing, from a universal perspective, nothing
much will happen: one small planet in one of
the so many galaxies will simply cease to exist.
Most likely there are many inhabited planets in
the universe, many civilisations.

However, I happen to love this world and
this particular Planet. I know it well, from the
Southern-most tip all the way to the north. I
know its deserts and valleys, mountains and
oceans, its marvellous and touching creatures,
its great cities as well as god-forsaken villag-
es. I know its people. They have many faults;
and much that could be condemned in them,
and much that should be improved. But I still
believe that there is more that could be admired
in them than denounced.

Now it is time to think, rationally and
quickly, and then to act. No small patches will
do; no “feel good” actions. Only a total reset,
overhaul. Call it the Revolution if you will, or
simply C) and B). No matter how you define it,
it would have to come rapidly, very rapidly, or
there soon will be nothing to love, to defend,
and to work for, anymore.
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Inside Diego Garcia

Katie McQue

When Danilo* tore open his first pay slip at
his new job, the amount staring back at him
was just six dollars. This was his pay for a
whole month working as a warehouse care-
taker. It was 2007, and Danilo had begun
his two-year contract on the secretive US
military base known as Diego Garcia, locat-
ed on a small island in the Indian Ocean.

This paltry salary was because of hiring
costs he was made to pay to his new employer
upon starting his job for the US military and the
remittance he was required by contract to send
to his family in the Philippines.

“Six dollars was all I got to spend before
my next payday. Dang!” he says. “Who would
be happy with that?”

Things did not improve throughout his
years on Diego Garcia. Five years later his
total annual earnings for 2012 stood near to
US$2,200, according to pay-slips seen by the
New Internationalist. In 2015, his monthly
earnings were around US$450 per month, for
working a minimum of nine hours per day, six
days per week. This works out at about $2 per
hour.

Diego Garcia’s non-military staff are
almost exclusively from the Philippines. This
is because they can be hired for much lower
wages than employees from other countries,
since jobs in the Philippines are scarce, several
workers have said.

Jobs on offer on Diego Garcia include
positions as cleaners, warehouse caretakers,
and construction workers that spend long days
working in the 40-degree heat of the tropical
island.

Cheap labour practices on Diego Garcia
have spanned decades, and with knowledge and
complicity of the US government, documents
passed to the New Internationalist reveal.

Over the past two years the New
Internationalist has interviewed 11 current and
former workers about pay and conditions on
the island. They spoke on the condition of their
anonymity due to fear of repercussions.

Some of the workers have told New
Internationalist they believe that the contract
hiring organisation exclusively hires Filipinos
because they come from a poor country and
will accept lower salaries.

Most workers are hired through a contract
firm, Centerra Parsons LLC. This is a limit-
ed liability company, created for contracting
work on the base. Centerra Parsons specifi-
cally recruits Filipino workers. Those inter-
viewed have said Centerra Parsons and the US
Department of Defence capitalises on their des-
peration by paying salaries that are low, even
by standards in the Philippines.

Working overtime can be unlimited.
Desperate for money to send home, says
Arvin*, an engineer, often risks his health to
work 12 hour days, 7 days per week, for periods
of several months at a time. Having worked on
Diego Garcia for 8 years, he has been promoted
twice. His salary is now $2.50 per hour — which
is considered high compared with some of his
colleagues.

The Diego Garcia Island is part of the
UK-owned Chagos Islands in the Indian Ocean
from where the British Army forcefully evicted
the Indigenous Chagossian population in the
1960s, before leasing it to the United States.
It has since hosted America’s largest overseas
airbase. Because of its notoriety, the base is
shrouded in secrecy.

Only military employees are allowed to set
foot there and no journalist has been allowed
to visit Diego Garcia since the establishment
of the base. The UK announced in November
that it is planning to extend the US’s lease for
the island for a further 20 years, up until 2036.

Meanwhile, Diego Garcia’s refugees have
been left in poverty and uncompensated. Their
fight to return to their motherland continues to
this day.

The UK also ruled in October 2016 that
Chagossian refugees would not be allowed to
return home. This was the latest blow in the
refugees’ four-decade long fight to go back to
the Island.

The island has allegedly served host to
the CIA’s post-9/11 secret rendition program,
where terror suspects were held and tortured.
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Diego Garcia — 12,000 kilometres from the nearest landmass.

Former UK foreign secretaries Jack Straw and
David Miliband have both denied these allega-
tions, yet a US Senate Intelligence report has
stated that suspected terrorists were detained
there.

Some 1,000 US Military personnel and
almost 2,500 contract workers are based on
the Island. Stationed on the Island base, Arvin
remains distant from his family. He has a
daughter aged 7 and a son that is 10-years-old.
He hasn’t seen them since April 2016 and won’t
until April 2018, which is when his work con-
tract ends. To block the pain of this separation
he drinks — almost every night. A 12-pack of
Miller Light costs nine dollars on the duty-free
military base. Sometimes he finishes all 12 cans
in one sitting.

“The hangovers are bad. My supervisor
gets angry. We drink lots because we’re home-
sick. I have no choice, in my situation,” he says.
“I cannot see my kids grow up.”

Alot of workers drink to cope, says Danilo.
“When you are too drunk because of being
homesick, it is either you end up in a brawl
or on a bed with a dude. That’s the reality on
Diego Garcia,” he adds.

Nimuel*, 28, earns $400 per month work-
ing as a domestic helper on the base. He sends
most of this home to support his girlfriend and
infant son. When asked about the last time he
saw his baby, his reply is: “Only on Facebook”.

Some Filipino workers are employed
directly by the US Navy, and they have seen
their wages slashed in cost-saving efforts by the
military. Schemes have included indexing sala-
ries to the volatile Philippine peso that resulted
in a net decrease of 44 percent, according to
calculations by the US Navy.

In one leaked document a Naval
Commander writes that the cut is inconsequen-
tial because the “employees reportedly believe
they are not permitted to form a union.”

New Internationalist has also seen a con-
tract imposing a wage reduction that a female
worker was made to sign before she was
allowed to leave the island to tend to a person-
al issue in the Philippines. Other workers have
been threatened with being fired if they did not
sign contracts that required them to take a pay
cut, Navy documents show.

Knowledge of the situation has travelled
as high as the House of Representatives, which
absolves the United States of responsibility to
these workers. A letter dated 2001 states: “The
US Navy, who hires Filipino Third Country
Nationals [non-US workers employed over-
seas], does not have to comply with US labour
standard salary and compensation laws.”

Members of the US Navy have long
been shocked when they learn the salaries
of their Filipino colleagues. James Patrick,
a Commanding Officer of Diego Garcia in
the early 2000’s, was compelled to write in
a Department of Defence cable that the pay
policy is an “injustice”, especially considering
the employees are living and working in a US
dollar-based economy.

“This situation is seriously affecting TCN
[overseas worker] morale, will significantly
lower their standard of living,” Patrick contin-
ued in the cable.

When employees arrive on Diego Garcia
they have the option to surrender their pass-
ports to their employers, New Internationalist
understands.

“Having your passport with you was a
risk, in case you lose it or try to do something
stupid,” said Cristanto*, a former worker. “In
case you have an opportunity to fly away with-
out permission.”

If somebody does want to break their
contract to go home early, there can be fines
involved, one former US military veteran who
was stationed on Diego Garcia says. He met
and fell in love with a woman working on the
base. For her to leave with him to get married
when his tour on the island finished he had to
pay a penalty of about US$3,200 to her employ-
er, the United Seamen’s Service. Only then was
she allowed to have her documents back.

This situation was typical at the time, he
noted.

The US Department of Defence did not
respond to the New Internationalist’s request
for a comment on the pay issues for Filipinos
on Diego Garcia.

Centerra Parsons told the New
Internationalist that: “Our employees’ base sal-
aries start at the mandated minimum of US$400
monthly and progressively increase based upon
position category and responsibilities.”

Centerra Parsons also conceded that it
deliberately sources low-cost labour.

“There are lower-cost labour sources avail-
able from other Asian and African countries,
but we have chosen to hire from the Philippines
because of the wealth of skills, abilities and
tremendous first-hand knowledge they bring
from years of supporting the island commu-
nity,” it added.

Work on the island is not always safe. Two
former employees told the New Internationalist
about accidents and industrial-related deaths
occurring over recent years.

The UK’s Foreign & Commonwealth
Office, who are responsible for recording
deaths on Diego Garcia, provided the New
Internationalist with a list of five industri-
al fatalities that have occurred since 2000, it
includes a death caused by “extensive head and
face crush injuries”. The list, however, is incom-
plete. When the New Internationalist pointed
out to the FCO that it knew of at least one death
that had not been included on the list, the FCO
acknowledged the omission and that there had
also been delays in recording some deaths.

The pay policy for Diego Garcia directly
conflicts with US Department of Defence guide-
lines, says American lawyer Michael O’Hara,
of Michael A O’Hara, PLLC in Kentucky.

Guidelines state foreign national employ-
ees will be based on the prevailing wage rates
and compensation practices (for comparable
work in comparable industries) in the country
concerned, which should refer to the UK.

“They are discriminating based on the
national origin of the workers,” O’Hara says.
“Diego Garcia is part of the UK. Rather,
they’re compensated in comparison with the
Philippines,” says O’Hara. “Diego Garcia is
not surrounded by the Philippines’s economy.
It is also in the middle of nowhere, 12,000
kilometres from the nearest landmass. While
workers are sending some money back to the
Philippines, they are still living in the host
country’s economy and they deserve to be paid
as that.”

*Names changed to protect identity of those
inferviewed.
New Internationalist &
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Disability ri

Michelle Zacarias

CHICAGO: As part of their ongo-
ing battle for visibility, disability
rights advocates here are organis-
ing against policies that they see
as existential threats to the afford-
able housing and healthcare they
depend on.

Like the rest of the 20 million
people threatened by Trump’s prom-
ised repeal of the Affordable Care
Act (ACA), those within the disa-
bled community are fearful of losing
their insurance. However, their wor-
ries go beyond just paying the doc-
tor’s bill. Reliant on components of
their health coverage to navigate life
and go about their daily tasks, mem-
bers of the community feel particu-
larly vulnerable.

Though the vote to repeal ACA
was called off after Republican lead-
ers and the White House failed to
garner sufficient support for their
proposed replacement, the fight to
defend healthcare is far from over.

Last week, ADAPT — Chicago,
local affiliate of a national grassroots
organisation that focuses on disabil-
ity rights and engages in non-violent
direct action, gathered at Federal
Plaza. They were rallying in response
to state budget restrictions brought in
by Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner
that have led to limited funding for
disabled populations.

Rauner’s pattern of cuts at the
state level is matched with the lack-
luster job done by the city of Chicago
in addressing the developmental and
physical needs of members of the dis-
abled community — particularly those

with less visible disabilities. Mayor
Rahm Emanuel came under fire in
2013 for closing down a number of
mental health facilities in an attempt
to balance the city budget. All of the
shut clinics were located in predomi-
nantly low-income neighbourhoods,
many central to the Logan Square
area.

Among the featured speak-
ers at the Federal Plaza event were
a number of ADAPT members and
other disability activists who spoke
on a variety of issues faced by the
community. Organisers sought to
represent a cross-section of the disa-
bled community; Black, Latino and
Latina, immigrants, queer siblings,
women, and individuals with varying
types of disabilities took the stage.

Michelle Garcia, a long-time
advocate for undocumented resi-
dents, addressed the intersections of
undocumented struggles within the
disabled community. “The human
rights of individuals with disability
who are undocumented are under-
mined and violated,” she said. “They
do not get equal access to services
like healthcare, housing, employ-
ment, and education.”

Jacob Record from the Trans
Liberation Collective shared a nar-
rative all too common among mem-
bers of disabled trans communities,
especially those with chronic ill-
ness. They highlighted the person-
al difficulties they had experienced
navigating the healthcare system
after coming out as transgender.
Record also spoke on the impor-
tance of “affirming and affordable
healthcare services” in a society that
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stigmatises both trans and disabled
bodies.

Other speakers joined in stress-
ing the importance of intersectional
dialogue in the community. Veronica
Lozano, an ADAPT member who
identifies as a Queer disabled Latina,
talked about similarly important
facets of identity. “Whenever we
have the chance to speak for our
community, we have to ask our-
selves: who is not at the table?”
Lozano reiterated the need to open
up dialogue about the experiences
that people with disabilities face in
medical settings. She discussed the
intrusive procedures, violence, and
trauma that are enacted upon people
with disabilities because they are so
often objectified in the medical field.

A study done in March of 2017
by the Ruderman Family Foundation
reported high rates of murder and
violence committed against people
with disabilities (PWD) by those
supposedly responsible for their
care. “Approximately once a week, a
person with a disability is murdered
by a family member or caregiver,”
according to the report. The data indi-
cated that not only were PWD being
murdered at a higher rate and having
their deaths masqueraded as “mercy
killings,” but that the persons com-
mitting such murders received dis-
proportionately shorter jail sentences
compared to those whose victims did
not have a disability.

For disability rights advocates
like Lozano, this situation speaks to
the larger issue of how society values
disabled bodies. It also perpetuates
the idea that a person with a disability
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does not deserve to live the entirety
of their life, simply due to the hard-
ships they may face. “We are seen as
an experiment, mere objects that can
be told what we need,” Lozano said.
“It is very important to find spaces
that are able to help us get that story

2

out.

A start to finding solutions
to many of the issues that were
addressed at the rally is the devel-
opment of powerful and effectively
organised communities. Disability

movements have long worked under
the constraints of smaller numbers,
as they have suffered erasure in the
broader activist movement. Recent
administrative policies, however,
have allowed them to step out from
out of the shadows and fight back.
With more battles to tackle, ADAPT
and other members of the disabled
community continue to push for
more accessible housing, healthcare,
and means of survival.

People’s World &

United Airlines new low

Patrick J Foote

Shortly before scheduled takeoff, on a
Louisville-bound United Airlines flight from
Chicago’s O’Hare International Airport,
the decades long struggle of private airline
corporations to wring every cent of profit
out of their operations at the expense of
customers reached a logical conclusion.

From cutting food offerings, to drasti-
cally reducing legroom, to consolidating the
industry through buyouts, private airline com-
panies have tried their best to maximise profit
by squeezing customers (sometimes literally),
and now, United has taken to defending their
bottom line with violence.

“Overbooking,” or selling more seats than
the airplane has, is a way to pad profits by
increasing the likelihood of full flights, even
with inevitable cancellations. If there aren’t

enough cancellations, airlines bank on people
voluntarily accepting a sum of money, statuto-
rily capped at $1,350 but often far less, to be
re-booked on a later flight.

The argument proponents of the practice
make is that overbooking allows flights to be
cheaper, making it a win-win scenario for cor-
porations and customers. They do this despite
recent record profits and reduced quality on the
consumer end.

However, those same previously-men-
tioned statutes provide that airlines may “invol-
untarily deny boarding” as long as the person
who is denied is compensated.

Enter 69-year-old Dr David Dao, a
Vietnamese-American physician. Normally,
when trying to rectify an overbooked flight, air-
lines offer passengers sums of money before
they board the plane. Whether or not this was
attempted before Dr Dao’s flight is unclear.

After offering $400, and then $800,
four passengers were chosen “at random”
to deplane. David Dao, anxious to get to his
patients in Kentucky, could be seen in a cell
phone video before the incident frantically
roaming about the cabin repeating “I have to go
home,” in a thick Vietnamese accent. Finally,
after Dao returned to his seat, four security
guards ripped him from his seat and dragged
him, unconscious, by his arms, off the plane.

Business Insider has obtained a statement
from the US Department of Transportation
which confirmed that the agency is reviewing
the incident “to determine whether the airline
complied with the over-sales rule,” but also
stated that “it is the airlines responsibility to
determine its own fair boarding priorities.”

In a widely ridiculed, tone deaf statement
United CEO Oscar Munoz said that his employ-
ees “had no choice” but to call security officers

and apologised for having to “re-accommo-
date” passengers. Munoz and the whole United
Airlines Corporation have been back-pedalling
ever since. United Airlines stock has dropped
1.1%, eliminating about $225 million in value.

The profit motive has shown, once again,
that it can motivate humans to carry out inhu-
man acts. Regardless of whether or not this was
arare incident, we should all empathise with Dr
Dao and take time to question the status quo of
air travel today.

The deregulatory spiral started when
President Ronald Reagan fired the air traffic
controllers when they went on strike in the
1980’s continues. A passenger who paid for his
seat is dragged off a flight bloodied and uncon-
scious. How much worse will it get?

People’s World &

Palestine

Hunger sirike

Mohammed Daraghmeh

RAMALLAH, West Bank:
Hundreds of Palestinians in
Israeli prisons have launched a
hunger strike in what their leader
behind bars called a new step in
the Palestinians’ “long walk to
freedom.”

Activists said more than 1,500
of about 6,500 Palestinians held by
Israel as so-called security prison-
ers joined the open-ended protest
and that it was the largest such strike
in five years. The hunger strikers’
immediate demands included better
conditions, including more contact

with relatives, and an end to Israel’s
detentions without trial.

In the West Bank and Gaza,
thousands staged solidarity march-
es to mark Prisoners’ Day in the
Palestinian areas. The hunger strike
was led by Marwan Barghouti, a
prominent figure in Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas’ Fatah
movement.

Barghouti was arrested in 2002
during the Palestinian uprising and
convicted on multiple counts of
murder. Israel charged him with
directing suicide bombings against
its citizens and he was sentenced to
five life terms.

In an op-ed published in The
New York Times, Barghouti wrote
that Israeli prisons have become the
“cradle of a lasting movement for
Palestinian self-determination.”

“This new hunger strike will
demonstrate once more that the pris-
oners’ movement is the compass that
guides our struggle, the struggle for
Freedom and Dignity, the name we
have chosen for this new step in our
long walk to freedom,” he wrote.

Israel’s prison service said
Barghouti had been transferred to a
different prison. Israel media report-
ed that Barghouti had violated the
conditions of his incarceration by

communicating with the newspaper
and that he had likely smuggled the
text out through his lawyer.

The hunger strike was launched
as the approaching half-century
mark of Israeli rule over Palestinians
appeared to generate renewed interest
in the long-running conflict, which in
recent years was often overshadowed
by war and turmoil elsewhere in the
region.

Abbas and his supporters seek
a Palestinian state, in the pre-inva-
sion 1967 lines. In Gaza City, about
2,000 people turned out for a march.
This massive strike sends a strong
message to Israel; after 50 years of

occupation, suppression and oppres-
sion, that the prisoners will lead their
people from behind bars.

Qadoura Fares, who runs the
Prisoners’ Club advocacy group,
said over 1,500 prisoners joined the
strike and that more were expected
to follow.

In 2012, hundreds participated
in a large-scale strike that lasted 28
days, said Fares. In 2014, dozens of
detainees who were being held with-
out trial or charges staged a two-
month-long hunger strike to demand
their release.

People’s World &



Guardian

Unity efforts continue

Emile Schepers

Starting with the election of Hugo
Chavez as president of Venezuela
in 1998, Latin America saw a wave
of elections of left-wing and left-
centre governments. In addition
to Venezuela, this “Bolivarian
pink tide” eventually brought
progressive governments of vari-
ous stripes to power in Argentina,
Bolivia, Chile, Ecuador, Guyana,
Honduras, Nicaragua, Paraguay,
and Uruguay, as well as some
small island countries.

Joining with socialist Cuba,
Chavez’s Venezuela — the most left-
wing of the pink tide governments
— moved to create the Bolivarian
Alliance for the Peoples of Our
America, or ALBA, in 2004. ALBA
today includes eleven states large and
small, including Venezuela, Cuba,
Ecuador, Bolivia, and Nicaragua.

Beyond ALBA, there are sever-
al multinational cooperation mech-
anisms: UNASUR (Union of South
American Nations), MERCOSUR
(South American Common Market),
and finally CELAC (Community
of Latin American and Caribbean
States), which includes all the inde-
pendent countries of the Western
Hemisphere, except the United States
and Canada. It includes countries
with right-wing as well as left-wing
governments.

The Bolivarian vision

This Bolivarian movement has
pursued a series of interlocking goals
over the past several years.

First, it has aimed at increasing
the “horizontal” dynamic of trade
and mutual support among the coun-
tries of South and Central America
and the Caribbean states, thus reduc-
ing their “vertical” dependence on
the United States.

Secondly, it has sought a re-set
of trade relations among the coun-
tries of the region. An attempt has
been made to move away from the
neo-liberal pattern of domination

Sydney

by transnational monopolies and
wealthy states which impose condi-
tions such as austerity and privatisa-
tion. In its place, efforts have been
centred on establishing new trade
relations within and beyond the
region that are explicitly aimed at
benefiting the mass of the people —
improving both their rights and their
living standards.

Increasing the level of mutual
support among the nations involved
so as to provide help of various
kinds to the poorest among them has
been a third goal. Examples of such
support have included discounted
Venezuelan oil supplied through the
PETROCARIBE organisation, health
care assistance from Cuba, and many
other mechanisms of solidarity to
combat regional inequality.

In the longer term, there is a plan
to eventually launch a new region-
al trading currency, the SUCRE, so
as to end the domination of the US
dollar in trade relations.

And finally, the vision is to
pursue all these goals via systems
of sustainable and environmentally
friendly production, while combat-
ting historic patterns of racial, ethnic,
and gender inequality and other
forms of social injustice.

In the 19 years since the elec-
tion of Chavez in Venezuela, many
of the countries participating in the
Bolivarian project have made great
strides toward meeting those goals,
especially those that relate to the
well-being of their poorest citizens.
ALBA and the Bolivarian movement
were also successful in blocking
George W Bush’s neo-liberal “Free
Trade Area of the Americas”.

A receding pink tide?
However, since the onset of the
world financial crisis that began
with the US mortgage disaster in
2007-08, the Bolivarian “pink tide”
has run into strong headwinds.
The fall in commodities prices has
greatly stressed several of the coun-
tries including, crucially for ALBA,
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The Political Council of ALBA.

Venezuela. Left-leaning govern-
ments were removed by a military
coup in Honduras in 2009 and by
constitutional coups in Paraguay in
2012 and Brazil in 2016. And cen-
tre-left forces were ousted in the
Argentine elections in December
2015.

It goes without saying that tran-
snational monopoly capital and the
governments of the United States
and other wealthy capitalist countries
have not lost an opportunity to exert
maximum disruptive pressure against
the left-wing governments, with
Venezuela currently being the target
of an imperial “full court press”. The
new right-wing governments of the
region have made it clear that they
intend to turn back the clock and
return to the neo-liberal, so-called
“free trade” approach to internation-
al commerce.

But the Latin American left is
not giving up. Rather, it is moving
to create and reinforce mechanisms
of unity between leftists in power
and people’s grassroots organisa-
tions which share the same goals.
That way, even if there are more
reverses at the level of the national

The Cuban Revolution in Today’s World

German Hermin Ferras Alvarez
Cuban Communist Party

German has been the director of the Asia-Oceania
region in the International Relations Department of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Cuba
since January 2016. His former roles have included
being Cuban Ambassador to the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea, Chargé d'Affaires of the Cuban
Embassy in Ukraine, and a journalist.

Since the re-establishment

between the United States and Cuba, there has been
a common misconception that the US trade and
financial blockade against Cuba has disappeared.

of diplomatic relations

German is touring Australia at the invitation of the Communist Party of Australia. We invite you
to take this opportunity to hear from and ask questions of a representative of the Cuban

Wednesday 3 May 2017
6pm reception followed by 6.30pm program
Maritime Union of Australia
365 Sussex Street, Sydney

Sponsored by Australia Cuba Friendship Society
For more information, please email sydneyacfs@gmail.com or phone 0413 450 981

revolutionary leadership.

government, the leftward movement
can continue in every country, fuelled
by grassroots organising and people’s
struggle.

At a meeting of the Political
Council of ALBA in Havana on
Monday April 10, Cuban Foreign
Minister Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla
gave voice to the views of many on
the Latin American left: “The Havana
meeting should serve to continue
reinforcing unity and [our] ability to
work together, as well as reinforc-
ing the process of Latin American
integration.”

Rodriguez Padilla strongly
emphasised the need for all pro-
gressives to support the embattled
government of Venezuela against
efforts by the United States and the
right-wing Secretary General of the
Organisation of American States,
Luis Almagro, to destabilise that
country.

Séo Paulo Forum

Besides ALBA and the other
entities created by the Bolivarian
pink tide, the older Sdo Paulo Forum
is seen by the Latin American left as
still playing a vital role in maintain-
ing and expanding popular strug-
gles against neo-liberal imperialism
throughout the region.

The Sao Paulo Forum was cre-
ated in 1990, well before the election
of Chavez, so is older than the spe-
cifically Bolivarian institutions such
as ALBA. It includes political parties
of a left and left-centre type in most
of the countries of Latin America
and several in the Caribbean as well,
including Puerto Rico.

The Forum is intended to be
broadly inclusive, with communist,
social democratic, and other parties
working together within its struc-
ture. In turn, these left-wing par-
ties have a very large presence in
social movements (unions, farmers’
organisations, youth, women’s, and
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environmental groups etc) through-
out the hemisphere.

With the current crisis of the left
in Latin America, many left-wing
leaders now see the Sao Paulo Forum
taking on increased importance.

This year, the annual general
meeting of the Sdo Paulo Forum will
take place in Managua, Nicaragua
from July 16 to 18.

The Working Group (execu-
tive committee) of the Forum met
in Managua on January 11 and 12
and among other things, approved a
guiding document for the organisa-
tion’s work, called the Consensus of
Our America (Consenso de Nuestra
América).

Though only 24 pages long,
it covers a wide range of topics. It
starts out with a Marxist analysis of
the state of the world capitalist crisis
and its impact on the Latin American
region, establishes general political
and ethical principles to guide the
work of the Latin American and
Caribbean left, and puts forth a pro-
gram of political action for the future.
The document gives ample cover-
age to issues of global warming and
women’s, minorities, and LGBTQ
rights as well.

The authors of the “Consensus”
do not see the current capitalist crisis
as a routine cyclical crisis of over-
production, but as something much
greater and more threatening to the
future of capitalism.

Further, they point out that the
restored neo-liberal governments in
Argentina, Brazil, and some other
countries will not be able to meet the
demands of workers and other mass
sectors. Indeed, massive protests by
workers and others against right-
wing governments — from Mexico
and Brazil to Argentina and Paraguay
— illustrate the fact that the working
people of the hemisphere are not
giving up the struggle.
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May Day Toast

43 Below Bar and Restaurant

(opposite Perth Town Hall)

Monday May 1
6-8pm

Speakers, toasts and raffle

Organised by the Community Union Defence League, CUDL
For more information: cudl.wa@gmail.com or 0419812872
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Call for gay law
apology

Advocates for Western Australia’s
LGBTI community have called on
the McGowan Labor government
to offer a parliamentary apology
to gay men convicted under the
State’s previous anti-homosexual
laws.

The call comes in the wake of
Tasmanian Liberal Premier, Will
Hodgman, offering an official apol-
ogy in that State’s parliament.

Premier Hodgman now joins
with Victorian Premier Daniel
Andrews and South Australian
Premier Jay Weatherill as the three

political leaders who have expressed
a formal apology for the trauma this
caused for generations of gay men
and their communities.

It’s important that our parliament
engages in reconciliation with its
LGBTI community, especially as we
progress towards equal marriage. We
must acknowledge the past to build a
bridge to the future.

South Australia, Victoria, New
South Wales, the ACT and Tasmania
(with Queensland soon to follow)
have all expunged the criminal
records of men who were convicted
under 19th century anti-homosexual
laws imported from the UK.

Five Australian jurisdictions
have wiped these criminal records
from their books, but only three have
coupled this action with an official
apology. We are calling on Premier
McGowan to do both.

Prior to the election McGowan
gave a commitment to expunge
these historic convictions but has not
expressed a view on an apology.

If the Liberal Premier of
Tasmania can do this, I’m confident
the Labor Premier for WA can do it
too.

Until 1989, consensual sex
between men in WA was a crimi-
nal office that attracted a penalty of
14 years in prison — with or without
whipping.

Between 1989 and 2002 homo-
sexuality was decriminalised for
males over 21 and the law was not
fully made equal with heterosexu-
al sex until a consent age of 16 for
all people was established during
Premier Geoff Gallop’s first term of
office.

These laws ruined lives, careers,
reputations, led to marriage break-
downs, social isolation and suicide.
Some men who lived through this
dark period, despite the repeal of
homosexual offences, continue to
have criminal records that affect their
lives in areas such as work, volun-
teering or travelling.

It’s hard to believe that the same
law which jailed Oscar Wilde was
still operating in WA almost 30 years
ago.
A parliamentary apology was a
more humane way to deal with this
matter rather than just wiping convic-
tions alone, as it would go a long way
to healing the psychological scars of

many men, righting the wrongs of the
past both legally and socially.

It’s important that our parliament
engages in reconciliation with its
LGBTI community, especially as we
progress towards equal marriage. We
must acknowledge the past to build a
bridge to the future.

Brian Greig
Just Equal

Amnesty for
Liliany Obando

First arrested in August 2008,
imprisoned for more than three
years, and issued with a fine,
Liliany Obando has finally been
freed from the legal persecu-
tion she was subjected to by the
Colombian state.

Last month a judge notified the
human rights defender and university
lecturer that she had been issued with
an Amnesty under the new law that
had been passed in the context of the
ongoing peace process.

Throughout the long search
for justice for Liliany, Justice for
Colombia and the British trade union
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movement has been at the forefront
of an international campaign. British
trade unionists were at the gates of
the prison when she was first released
in 2012 and MPs and trade unions
over the many years responded with
innumerable amount of letters and
petitions to the multiple actions car-
ried out by the Colombian state to
punish Liliany for her commitment
to human rights and for peace in
Colombia.

Since her release Liliany has
worked tirelessly in defence of those
many political prisoners that contin-
ue to remain locked behind bars.

On news of the court’s decision
her lawyers released a statement in
which they thanked all of those who
formed part of the campaign in any
way throughout these many years:
“For the selfless solidarity shown
by so many of you — from national
and international organisations, par-
liamentarians, and friends — we once
again reiterate our deep gratitude and
pass on the warm thanks of Liliany
and her family to all of you”.

Justice for Colombia

No turning back

Conrad Landin

“I know you can’t talk. That’s
what I like best.” So says Hanna
Schygulla’s character Marie in
Katzelmacher, Rainer Werner
Fassbinder’s second feature film.

She’s addressing Greek
“guest worker” Jorgos, played by
Fassbinder, who disrupts the lives
of an aimless, alienated friendship
group in Munich.

Like all of Fassbinder’s films, it
sets out to interrogate the prejudices
and unspoken crises of post-war
German society.

The picture which did so
most famously was Fear Eats the
Soul, which as the centrepiece of
the BFI’s two-month retrospec-
tive on the film-maker, is being
screened almost every day at the
National Film Theatre on London’s
Southbank. Unflinchingly, it charts

the relationship between an elderly
woman and a Moroccan migrant
worker in post-war Germany, and
there will be few evenings when
visceral responses to race, gender,
sexuality and revolutionary politics
are not on the screens.

Fassbinder, arguably the most
significant figure in the New
German Cinema movement, worked
at a frantic pace before dying aged
37 in 1982. He used and abused his
crew and stock company, a number
of whom were also his lovers. He
actively courted controversy, and
was accused of both misogyny and
homophobia over his 1972 picture
The Bitter Tears of Petra von Kant
in spite of his own bisexuality and
the film’s all-female cast.

This film offers his starkest
example of muteness, in the charac-
ter of Marlene, an assistant to Petra,
a fashion designer. In a masterly

performance by Irm Hermann,
Marlene is regularly present but
utters not a single word before
eventually packing her belong-
ings — including a revolver — to the
tune of The Platters’ hit “The Great
Pretender”.

It’s not to diminish the impor-
tance of their dialogue, but
Fassbinder’s films are often driven
by the unsaid. For the unsaid is
all too often the unspeakable — the
internal and external horrors that
these characters and post-Nazi soci-
ety must, but cannot, confront. And
thus they spiral out of control.

In a recent newspaper interview
Hanna Schygulla, who appears in
17 Fassbinder films and TV dramas,
said she questioned the ending of
his seminal 1978 film The Marriage
of Maria Braun. “1 said: “Why does
she have to die?’” she recalled.
“[Fassbinder] said: ‘Because she’s

gone too far. If you go too far, there
is no way to turn back.’”

In a Q&A opening to the British
Film Institute’s London season,
Schygulla and Juliane Lorenz,
Fassbinder’s editor and compan-
ion, placed Maria Braun firmly in
the context of the failure to make
a break with its past after the West
German “economic miracle.”

The less-known Why Does
Herr R Run Amok depicts the strug-
gles of an Everyman in painfully
monotonous everyday interactions.
Its pacing is uneasy and at times the
film seems only semi-committed
to its political commentary on late
capitalism. It is, of course, inevita-
ble that any director who made over
40 films in 15 years would produce
works of varying quality.

But the BFI’s near-complete
season allows us to immerse our-
selves in the murky and thrilling

world of this rapid production
line. Seeing the same faces — and,
often, highly similar characters —
over successive nights is strikingly
powerful.

The familiarity of each film’s
cast heightens our empathy with the
characters. In a film-maker so influ-
enced by melodrama, and in partic-
ular the films of Douglas Sirk, this
seems no accident.

And yet the actors’ adaptability
also serves Fassbinder’s conscious
echoes of Bertholt Brecht’s aliena-
tion effect. It’s hard to consider
these figures as old friends, espe-
cially when their communication is
so stilted.

But as we glimpse them as
half-forgotten acquaintances in the
beer cellars, we can only conclude
that Fassbinder was made for a
retrospective.
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Gramsci’s

legacy

Colin Fox

This month marks the 80th anniversary
of the death of Italian Communist leader
Antonio Gramsci and his legacy is the focus
of the Edinburgh People’s Festival on April
29.

The festival was founded in 1951 by com-
munists Hamish Henderson, Ewan McColl,
Joan Littlewood, Norman and Janey Buchan,
all heavily influenced by Gramsci’s ideas, on
the importance of popular workers’ education.

Regarded as the most influential European
Marxist after Marx, Gramsci left an indelible
mark on socialist politics. Every self-respect-
ing socialist will have his Prison Notebooks
on their bookshelf, for it provides a wealth of
material on culture, linguistics, socialism and
on intellectualism itself.

As Gramsci insisted: “All men [and
women] are intellectuals in that all have intel-
lectual faculties but not all men have the social
function of intellectuals.” Written during 11
years in jail, the notebooks were smuggled out
and only published after his death.

Born in Ales, Sardinia, in 1891, the fourth
son of a local administrator, “Tino” Gramsci
suffered a spinal injury as a child which left him
with a pronounced hump.

He won a scholarship to the University of
Turin in 1911 where he immersed himself in the
working class politics of this burgeoning indus-
trial city. Joining the Italian Socialist Party he
wrote for its newspaper Avanti alongside one

Benito Mussolini. Both men would cross paths
again later.

Gramsci developed workers’ councils as a
means of organising in the huge Fiat and Lancia
car factories. In 1921 he left the PSI to estab-
lish the Italian Communist Party (PCI) and rose
to prominence alongside Palmiro Togliatti and
Amadeo Bordiga.

The rise of Mussolini’s fascists polarised
Italian society. As leader of the PCI, Gramsci
was elected to parliament. Despite purported
immunity from prosecution he was jailed by
Mussolini in 1926 with the judge ordering: “We
must stop this brain from working for 20 years.”

He failed. In jail Gramsci worked prodi-
giously, despite poor health and severe pri-
vations. His prison notebooks include highly
original work on the rise of fascism, the Russian
Revolution, economic determinism, the agency
of the working class and the unique national
characteristics of socialist revolutions.

But it is his writing on “cultural hegem-
ony” which most endures. Capitalist states,
Gramsci concluded, maintain their power over
the masses as much through the conditioning of
civil society as through repression or economic
conscription.

That legacy will be discussed at the April
29 conference, with speakers including rep-
resentatives from the Gramsci Museum in
Italy, author Ray Burnett from South Uist, Red
Pepper editor Hilary Wainwright and sociolo-
gist Eurig Scandrett.
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Taking Issue — Rob Gowland
Proceed with cavtion
on GMOs

Do you give much thought to bio-security? Or
how to safely manage the outputs of indus-
trial innovation? Well, perhaps you should.
As Jonathan R Latham, PhD, co-founder
and executive director of the US Bioscience
Resource Project, has noted, “novel products
incorporating nanotechnology, biotechnol-
ogy, rare metals, microwaves, novel chemi-
cals, and more, enter the market on a daily
basis. Yet none of these products come with
an adequate data set of scientific informa-
tion.” Latham is the publisher of Independent
Science News (independentsciencenews.org).
He has published scientific papers in disci-
plines as diverse as plant ecology, virology,
and genetics.

“We expose our world to unique hazards
with every product launch. In comparison with
its tremendous importance, this is surely one
of the least discussed issues of our day,” he
says. “How will the product be disposed of?
What populations and which ecosystems will
be exposed in the course of its advertised uses?
What will be the consequences of accidental,
off-label or illegal uses? ... Each product of the
chemical and biotech industries has a close to
infinite list of potential negative outcomes.”

The overriding concern of Capitalism of
course is making money, not protecting the
environment or preventing unfortunate impacts
on public health. Rather than spending money
on such measures, corporations prefer to spend
money on legal teams to defend them against
possible lawsuits arising from their failure to
act on these issues.

Latham points to the recent experience
of the Caribbean islands of Martinique and
Guadeloupe, generally thought of as tropi-
cal paradises. In 2007, professor Dominique
Belpomme reported to the French government
that the 800,000 inhabitants of the islands faced
a “health disaster” as a result of the spraying
of the banana pesticide chlordecone. Half the
male population would develop prostate cancer,
infertility on the islands was rising, and all chil-
dren on the islands were contaminated. And
chlordecone will remain in the soil for up to
a century.

Dr Latham points out that in fact around
the world “a long line of chemical insecticide
families have entered widespread use only to
be discarded or banned for their broad nega-
tive ecological and health consequences.” He
notes that “any single synthetic chemical, such
as a pesticide, may potentially cause an enor-
mous number and diversity of harms. They may
result in reproductive toxicity, neurotoxicity,
or carcinogenicity, for example, to any of a
very large (often unknown) number of species.
Moreover, these harms may vary according to
life stages, with environmental or dietary con-
ditions, the presence of other pollutants, and so
forth. Furthermore, these harms may occur near
to or far from the places and times where the
chemical was used.”

And the harm may take surprising forms.
“For example, contraceptives entering sewage
systems may later contaminate water bodies
and so disrupt the endocrine systems of fish.”
Some of these harmful effects may be difficult
to predict, and equally difficult to prevent.

Chemical giants like Monsanto have their
sights set on gaining control of the world’s
food industry (just as other capitalist corpora-
tions are seeking to gain control of the world’s
water supply — in strategic terms it’s called
“full spectrum dominance”). They produce and
aggressively market genetically modified crop
varieties that are resistant to the pesticides and
insecticides that are indiscriminately sprayed
from the air over large areas in Western com-
mercial agriculture.

Aerial spraying is the fast, efficient way to
eliminate weeds and pests. It also eliminates
non-harmful insects and plant species, every-
thing except the genetically modified varie-
ties with built-in resistance. Which is good for
Monsanto or whichever chemical company has
produced the GM variety, but potentially highly
destructive for the people whose agricultural
land is being sprayed.

“GMOs [genetically modified organisms]
intended for agricultural use ... may harm
human and other intended consumers, soils,
other crops, non-target insects, and so forth,”
says Dr Latham, who quotes the example of
“creeping bentgrass (Agrostis stolonifera) ... a
turf grass for which the Scotts corporation (in
collaboration with Monsanto) created a GMO
version resistant to the herbicide glyphosate.

“The Scotts GMO bentgrass was open
field-tested by the company in preparation for
marketing between 2001 and 2003. However,
it escaped from several company test sites.
Whether mainly by pollen flow or by seed dis-
persal is not known, but glyphosate-tolerant 4
stolonifera can currently (as of 2016) be found
in several Oregon counties and in neighbouring
Idaho. The escape of this GMO grass has cre-
ated problems for weed management of water-
ways. Since A4 stolonifera is a wind- pollinated
species, we can anticipate that, in the absence
of a dramatic intervention, GMO 4 stolonifera
transgenes will spread globally to wherever this
grass grows wild.”

Genetically modified turf grass is not by
any means the only GMO to have “escaped”
from “approved” locations to run wild with
unpredictable results. Latham again: “GMO
herbicide-tolerant canola (Brassica napus) has
been approved for agricultural use in Canada,
the US, and Australia. Within those countries,
herbicide-tolerant canola GMO populations
have been found growing as feral populations.
Feral GMO canola populations have also been
found in Great Britain, Japan and France.”

So what? I hear you ask. Latham answers
that question with the example of GMO corn
in Mexico. “GMO corn often contains one or
more members of the Cry family of insecticidal

proteins. In much of Mexico, unlike most of
the US, corn growth is not restricted by frost —
which means that, in essence, self-replicating
insecticides are spreading across the landscape.
This corn arguably represents a degree of risk
to ecological and food systems that exceeds the
threat from chemical pesticides.”

If GMO crops pose problems for human-
ity in the future, consider what potential disas-
ters await us with the unleashing of genetically
modified insects and other animals. This is
already under way. Oxitec is already planning
experimental releases in New York State of a
GMO diamond back moth (Plutella xylostella),
containing DNA from several viral pathogens
including Herpes Simplex Virus (HSV). As
Latham points out: “Whether genes from viral
pathogens can ever be safely inserted and used
in other organisms is still an open question.”
We may find out the hard way.

These planned measures rely on in vitro
techniques to introduce foreign gene sequences
to drive gene frequencies. “Their ultimate goal
is to alter the genetic composition of popula-
tions, including for the purposes of engineer-
ing population crashes or extinctions.” Latham
points out however, that “the main distinction
between gene driven organisms and most GMO
crops is that gene driven organisms are explic-
itly designed to live and reproduce in the wild”.
And we are already in trouble with GMO crops
running wild!

These genetic modifications are being
pursued by scientists working for companies
whose overriding concern is seizing profit
opportunities. In this instance, what they are
seeking to produce are “products” that, if they
fail, cannot be recalled. Any damage they do
will be final and irreversible.

Latham poses some worrying questions,
including whether genetically modified crea-
tures such as mice or mosquitoes could be
hazardous to the predators that eat them. Who
knows? Other questions concern whether
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genetic modifications could spread from the
original species to others with which it may
sometimes interbreed. This is important because
the genetic modification is likely to negative-
ly impact these other species. Moreover, any
unwanted or unanticipated impacts beyond the
original species will likely be felt outside the
predicted “impact zone”.

People rely on their governments to ensure
that business’ reckless pursuit of profit does not
result in harmful effects on society. But at a
time when business is waging an open and vig-
orous struggle against any and all government
regulations, as “restrictive interference”, it is
becoming increasingly difficult to protect the
community from the effects of corporate greed.
The drive for profit is compounded by the cor-
porate desire to get the product into the market
place before the competition. Companies
don’t want to wait while possible socially or
environmentally undesirable side-effects are
researched.

The result is that everywhere that com-
merce dominates science, the population has
not been adequately protected against syn-
thetic chemicals and the environment has not
been adequately protected against GMOs. With
genetic engineering being extended to insects
and animals, it is only logical to expect more
“unforeseen” impacts and more wild GMO
organisms.

The only feasible answer, according to an
increasing number of scientists and activists
is to embrace biodiverse ecological farming
instead of genetic engineering.

Even without profit-driven interference
with the genetic structure of plants and animals,
human activity has still managed to seriously
(in some cases catastrophically) affect the oper-
ation of the natural world. We need from here
on to err on the side of caution. As Dr Latham
says: “Gene driven organisms ... must never be
released. @&
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Piece of cake

Pepe Escobar

Here’s the Commander-in-chief of the
Beautiful Piece of Chocolate Cake School
of Foreign Policy, expanding on his next
move regarding North Korea.

“We are sending an armada. Very power-
ful. We have submarines. Very powerful. Far
more powerful than the aircraft carrier. That I
can tell you.”

As if bombing nuclear-armed North
Korea would be as much of a piece of cake as
Tomahawking a semi-deserted air base in Syria.
But then, that’s the beauty of a box of choc-
olates foreign policy; you never know what
you’re gonna get.

NATO was “obsolete”. Then it was “no
longer obsolete”. China was a currency manipu-
lator. Then it was no longer a currency manipu-
lator. There would be no more adventures in the
Middle East. Then it’s back to pulling a Hillary
and bombing Syria. Russia was supposed to be
a partner — basically in oil and gas deals, while
a Kissingerian Divide and Rule remix would
try to unravel the Russia-China strategic part-
nership. Then Russia is bad because supporting
“animal” (sic) Assad.

Some (other) things never change. Iran will
continue to be demonised. The NATO-GCC
combo will continue to be bolstered. The House
of Saud terrorising Yemen will continue to be a
close GWOT (Global War on Terror) ally.

It’s as if the whole dysfunctional Trump
administration machine has become a prisoner
of its non-stop duty to justify the Tomahawks-
with-chocolate Commander-in-Chief’s about
turns and blatant lies, whereas its previous
strength derived from exposing the lies and the
hypocrisy inbuilt in the US establishment/deep
state nexus.

Xi is on the phone

Russian intelligence may have well inferred
— correctly — that the main goal of Secretary
of State “T Rex” Tillerson’s visit to Moscow
was to quiet down the high-stakes game as
much as possible as Trump moves to a face-
off with Pyongyang. Washington simply cannot
handle multiple, simultaneous crises in Syria,
Ukraine, North Korea, the South China Sea,
Afghanistan. The possible deadline is May
9; the South Korean presidential election that
could stop any attack by the US on North Korea
in its tracks.

Japanese and South Korean media were
hysterically reporting on the deployment of
as many as 150,000 People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) personnel, part of the PLA’s 16th, 23rd,
39th and 40th Group Armies, to the Chinese-
North Korean border. These forces are not
aggressive; they’d rather coordinate efforts to
alleviate a refugee crisis in the — appalling —
event of a Second Korea War breaking out.

The Chinese Ministry of Defence issued
a sort of non-denial denial about the deploy-
ment. But the crucial element was the subse-
quent Xi Jinping call to Trump. Priority number
one was to dissipate the swelling US corporate
media narrative that Beijing would approve a
US strike against North Korea (on the contrary;
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Trump emphasised many fimes to the media how he told Chinese President Xi Jinping about the US cruise missile attack on Syria while the two were
savouring “the most beautiful piece of chocolate cake that you've ever seen”

Beijing was seriously worried). Chinese media
stressed Xi emphasising to a volatile Trump
the only possible way out is to work towards
a peaceful denuclearisation of the Korean
Peninsula.

Priority number two was to defuse the fake
news notion that Xi, facing his Tomahawk-
with-chocolate-cake desert at Mar-a-Lago,
had agreed to further US strikes in Syria. In
his phone call, Xi once again stressed the only
way out in Syria is a diplomatic solution.

With the Beautiful Piece of Chocolate Cake
School of Foreign Policy as the new normal,
now no one has a clue what is Washington’s
policy on Syria, and who’s driving it (that was
the key information Foreign Minister Lavrov
was trying to extract from Tillerson).

The previous policy was obvious; balkani-
sation lite, with a Kurdish enclave in the eastern
desert, to be run by US proxies such as the small
PYD Syrian Kurdish population; Israel absorb-
ing yet another stretch of the Golan Heights; a
patch of the north for Turkey; and enough real
estate for Sunnis and assorted jihadists.

Even before the Tomahawk show, US mili-
tary intelligence officials scattered around the
Middle East had serious doubts about what
became of the official White House narrative
on the chemical attack in Idlib. Former US
intel stalwarts, including Ray McGovern, Phil

No one knows for sure whether
of Mad Dog Mattis, HR McMaster and co who believes he’s
actually in charge, or whether he perfected some sort of

genius, non-twitterable geopolitical jiu-jitsu.

Giraldi and Bill Binney, even wrote a memo to
Trump calling for an honest, independent inves-
tigation — as much as Lavrov would later make
it clear in his press conference with Tillerson.
The official narrative was also debunked by an
MIT professor as “totally false.”

Moscow simply is not going to yield its
sphere of influence in Syria to Donald Trump
or the deep state. Russia has all but won the
Syrian War by preventing the formation of an
Emirate of Takfiristan, and defusing the possi-
bility of Russian/Chechen/Uzbek Salafi-jihadis
operating in alliance with Jabhat al-Nusra and/
or Daesh going back to wreak havoc in the
Caucasus. Not to mention that over 75% of
Syria’s population is now living in the function-
al parts of the country controlled by Damascus.

When in doubt, sow chaos

The War Party/military-industrial-security-
media complex wants war, any war; it’s good
for business, and ratings. The neo-cons want a
war to contain Iran. Professor Stephen Cohen
is realistically alarmed. No one knows for sure
whether Trump is now a mere hostage of Mad
Dog Mattis, HR McMaster and co who believes
he’s actually in charge, or whether he perfected
some sort of genius, non-twitterable geopoliti-
cal jiu-jitsu.

A dissident US intel analyst based in the

Middle East paints a much gloomier picture:
“The US will not tolerate a Russia-China alli-
ance tilting the balance of power. North Korea
and Syria are merely pawns in this struggle
that has almost no meaning for themselves.
The Russians believe that the US is determined
to go to war against them, while they remain
unsure about the performance of their S-500
defensive missiles. The Russians say more false
flags are to come in Syria, while the Chinese are
also reviewing any commitments of the US on
the basis of what they saw in Syria.”

President Putin has all but stated, on the
record, that Moscow cannot trust Washington.
Russia has been patiently building up its mis-
sile defence capability — to the point that its air
space might as well turn out to be impenetrable
before the end of the decade.

Lavrov has spoken many times in the
past about “managed chaos” — a “method
of strengthening US influence” exhibiting
“projects” that “should be launched away from
the United States in regions that are crucial for
global economic and financial development.”
The Beautiful Piece of Chocolate Cake School
of Foreign Policy may have forced everyone
to be lost in a masquerade. But Moscow — and
Beijing — do seem to see it for what is; yet
another facet of unmanageable chaos.
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