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Build the wage rage
Anna Pha

More than 1,000 educators from long day 
care centres are marking International 
Women’s Day on March 8 by walking off 
the job in the afternoon in support of their 
national campaign for equal pay. This is the 
largest walk-off early childhood educators 
have ever held.

There is strong support from parents and 
the community for their action.

Helen Gibbons who is the assistant nation-
al secretary of their union, United Voice, said, 
“Educators are walking off the job on Interna-
tional Women’s Day to tell Prime Minister Mal-
colm Turnbull it’s time he valued their work by 
funding equal pay for educators.”

The walk-offs will take place at 3:20 pm, 
which represents the time women in Australia 
effectively start working for free because of the 
persistent gender pay imbalance.

Qualifi ed early childhood educators are 
paid as little as $20.61 an hour for work that 
is vital to the social, intellectual and emotion-
al development of children up to fi ve years of 
age. This is close to half the average wage and 
signifi cantly less than workers in male-domi-
nated professions with comparable skills and 
qualifi cations.

Ninety-seven percent of the early child-
hood centre workforce is female, making it one 
of the most highly gender-segregated workforc-
es in Australia. Their wages are low because 
they are female. A large percentage are younger 
employees.

United Voice lodged an application with 
the Fair Work Commission (FWC) for equal 
pay for early childhood educators a far back as 
July 2013. They are still waiting for a decision.

University-qualifi ed early childhood teach-
er Lucy Gosling spends her days teaching chil-
dren everything from the correct pencil grip to 
negotiation skills, the ethics of sharing and the 
importance of showing respect for others.

“I love my job but I am never going to get 
a loan to buy a house in Sydney on my wage 
and that is a bit sad,” she said.

Educators, not child minders
“It’s time the federal government valued 

the work of early educators, by funding equal 
pay in this year’s budget,” Gibbons, said.

In their submission to the FWS, the union 
pointed out the importance of the role of early 
childhood educators – and they are educators, 
not child minders. Over the years they have 
had to gain higher qualifi cations and skills, 
many have degrees and diplomas. They pro-
vide care, comfort and development to chil-
dren in a diverse range of ages, developmental 
stages and abilities.

They do so in accordance with an educa-
tional program for the development of cogni-
tive, language, literacy, numeracy, nutrition, 
social, behavioural and creative skills and tailor 
the delivery of care and development to suit the 
individual needs of each child.

They also have to communicate and interact 
with families and community support agencies; 

carry out the recording and evaluating of care, 
education and development of individual chil-
dren or groups; ensure the hygiene, health, 
nutrition and safety of children; and exercise 
physical dexterity and strength; amongst other 
responsibilities.

There is a wealth of evidence demonstrat-
ing the importance of education and develop-
ment in those early formative years of life to 
later education and development.

With such low pay it is not surprising that 
there is a shortage of and a high turnover of 
early childhood educators.

“This problem should have been fi xed dec-
ades ago and yet educators’ wages don’t come 
near refl ecting their professional skills and 
responsibilities,” Gibbons said.

Pay equity long overdue
On paper, equal pay for work of equal value 

was won in 1972.
Forty-five years on the gender gap 

between males and females working full-time 
at ordinary rates is 17.2 percent. The gap has 
widened in recent years. Ten years ago it was 
16 percent.

This fi gure relates to full-time workers and 
excludes overtime. The gap when total income 
is taken into consideration is far larger, as the 
proportion of women in part-time and casual 
jobs is far higher than that for men.

In the case of early childhood educators the 
gender gap is more like a yawning chasm.

It is time for the union movement to join 
parents and educators in pressuring the gov-
ernment to adequately fund early childhood 
centres and demonstrate strong support for the 
union’s claim for pay equity.

Penalty rate cut hits women
The FWC’s slashing of Sunday penalty 

rates in the retail, fast food, hospitality and 
pharmaceutical industries disproportionately 
affects low wage women and young workers as 
they constitute the majority of workers in those 
industries. In fact, the majority of the workforce 
affected is under 25 years of age.

Quite often it is women who work on the 
weekend, such as when their partner is home to 
take their children to sporting and other activi-
ties. Sole parents, the majority being women, 
can often fi nd someone to mind their chil-
dren while they supplement their income at 
weekends.

All too often weekend work, in particular 
on Sundays, plays an important role in making 
ends meet for people on low and even middle 
incomes. Wages at the lower end of the scale 
are fl at or even falling but prices continue to 
rise.

Adult employees will see their Sunday rate 
plunge from $38.88 to $29.16 per hour. They 
will need to do an additional hour’s work just to 
break even. That could be a loss of $77.76 for 
an eight-hour shift or $97.20 for ten hours. That 
is if they are at least 20 years of age.

Such a reduction will only serve to widen 
the gender pay gap.

Continued on page 4

Greetings on International Women’s Day
Members of the Communist Party of Australia join millions of others in marking 
and celebrating International Women’s Day on March 8. The CPA is proud of the 
role of the Communist movement internationally in instituting the international day 
and carrying on the many struggles to achieve equality among women and men. 
Unfortunately, despite decades of tense struggle to overcome centuries of discrimi-
nation, the objective of equality has not been achieved.

World-wide, women will be marching, taking industrial and other forms of action 
on March 8. Women are still forced to endure discrimination, violence, harass-
ment and inequality in its various social, cultural and other forms. Violence against 
women and a lack of services for those suffering domestic and family violence is a 
global crisis. The gender income gap is still very wide. In Australia, early childhood 
educators are preparing to walk off the job in an industry characterised by a female 
workforce and very low pay.

UN themes dealing with the situation of women in society read like a long list of 
failures of capitalist societies to deliver on demands for basic justice. 2017 is the 
year of “Women in the Changing World of Work: Planet 50-50 by 2030”. The tar-
get is sound but won’t be achieved without substantial progress toward creating 
new socialist societies, including in Australia. The CPA remains committed to this 
essential goal uniting the interests of all workers, men and women.

Happy International Women’s Day to all Guardian readers.
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Hostile takeover at ABC
After refusing to regurgitate the far-right’s lies about coal and renewables, 

the ABC is facing its most brazen attack yet. Malcolm Turnbull has appointed 
Australia’s chief coal lobbyist to the Board of the ABC.

The reactionary right could not handle the ABC’s bias towards truth, 
facts and science. So they’re stacking the system with their own coal lobby 
puppet masters.

This is a hostile takeover straight from the arrogant-banker playbook.
The Murdoch media machine has already orchestrated a bogus audit 

on the ABC’s integrity. They have battered it with budget cuts. They have 
installed a government stooge as the new CEO. And now they are infi ltrat-
ing and corrupting the national broadcaster from within. The new board 
member is from the Minerals Council of Australia. Turnbull is now willing 
to poison the ABC until it repeats the lies of the coal industry.

Media plays a signifi cant role in almost all aspects of our lives. Australia’s 
high concentration of media ownership makes strong independent public 
broadcasting imperative for Australian culture and democracy. The ABC 
and SBS play unique and important roles in Australian life. Independent 
in spirit and at law, the ABC is uncompromised by commercial, or until 
recently, political infl uence and has been able to report without fear or 
favour. It serves the public interest, scrutinising governments and other 
powerful bodies, including the media itself.

Unlike commercial broadcasters, the ABC regards its audience as citizens, 
not consumers. The ABC’s Charter requires it: to provide innovative and 
comprehensive services which contribute to a sense of national identity, 
inform, educate, entertain and refl ect Australian cultural diversity; to promote 
the arts; and to broadcast to other countries programs that will encourage 
awareness and understanding of Australia.

The ABC is a service to all Australians, accessible without direct cost. Its 
signifi cance grows when access to other forms of information, education or 
quality entertainment are limited by cost, geographical location, disability or 
other factors. The present accessibility of current news on commercial web-
sites is not guaranteed for the future. Those outlets are presently resourced 
by journalism from other platforms and with the decline in newspapers; 
their owners are earnestly searching for ways to fund them in addition to 
the advertising they carry.

Public broadcasting provides Australian consumers of media with quality 
and real choices in broadcast and mainstream local online content, which is 
further enhanced by the ABC’s range of network services. Unlike commercial 
broadcasters, ABC content is not determined by the need to sell advertising 
space, which results in the selection and development of programming to 
attract large audiences relevant to specifi c advertisers.

Content on Australia’s free-to-air commercial television broadcasters is 
essentially the same. While the specifi c commercial outlet through which 
major sports events can be viewed may change from time to time, commercial 
television networks frequently screen the same types of programs. Any dif-
ferences in the nature or quality of their programs is largely imperceptible.

The ABC provides audiences with advertisement-free listening, viewing 
and online use. Many in the community regard this as essential. Citizens 
should be entitled to access information and entertainment without the 
promotion of commercial products being forced upon them.

Public broadcasters set standards for other broadcasters. Mc Kinsey & 
Co found that public service broadcasters can and do act as regulators of 
the television industry as a whole, providing the public broadcaster is in a 
position of strength in terms of its audience share. In the words of Michael 
Grade, former managing direct or of Channel 4 in the UK, “The BBC 
keeps us all honest.” (“Public Service Broadcasters Around the World”, 
McKinsey and Co, 1999.)

Commercial television depends on public broadcasting taking risks. Over 
the years, commercial television has attempted to replicate programming and 
has screened programs after they have been found to be popular on the ABC.

In 2005, the Australian government opened the tender to produce 
Australia’s Asia Pacifi c television service to Sky News Australia (the Murdoch, 
Packer, Stokes consortium) and other broadcasters. At the end of the process, 
the ABC was asked to continue to provide the service. This was recognition 
that our independent public broadcaster would most appropriately represent 
Australia and its interests to our neighbours in the Asia Pacifi c region.

The ABC’s international broadcasters, Asia Pacifi c Television and Radio 
Australia, draw on the resources of other parts of the ABC.

The functions which Parliament has given to the ABC are set out in the 
Charter of the Corporation.

The functions of the Corporation include the provision within Australia 
of innovative and comprehensive broadcasting services of a high standard as 
part of the Australian broadcasting system consisting of national, commercial 
and community sectors and, without limiting the generality of the foregoing.

This includes broadcasting programs that contribute to a sense of national 
identity and inform and entertain, and refl ect the cultural diversity of the 
Australian community and programs of an educational nature.

Also to transmit to countries outside Australia broadcasting programs 
of news, current affairs, entertainment and cultural enrichment that will 
encourage awareness of Australia and an international understanding of 
Australian attitudes on world affairs

In addition, to enable Australian citizens living or travelling outside 
Australia to obtain information about Australian affairs and Australian at-
titudes on world affairs and to encourage and promote the musical, dramatic 
and other performing arts in Australia.

The ABC is part of the glue that binds this country together. A national 
broadcaster, one that all Australians know to tune to in times of emergen-
cies and one which has the trust of the nation is important to our future. 
It can not be suddenly resurrected in times of need if it is eroded and loses 
its pre-eminent position in Australian life.
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PRESS FUND
Talk about fake news! When reports came in of civilians being gassed in Syria last year the 
mass media immediately blamed the Syrian government. But as the Guardian reported, the 
US military had concluded that ISIS had gas weapons and that the gas attacks were probably 
carried out by them, not by the Syrian government. And now surprise, surprise, ISIS and its 
allies have been using gas weapons during the battle for Mosul in Iraq. Mind you, the media 
will still blame the Syrian government for what happened there. We’re keen to sort fact from 
fiction but we need your help, so please send in a Press Fund contribution for the next edition if 
you possibly can. Many thanks to this week’s contributors, as follows:
C Greer $50, Mark Mannion $10, “Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $10, E Seymour $25
This week’s total: $100 Progressive total: $1,330

The Communist Party of Australia condemns the 
recent decision by the Fair Work Commission to 
slash Sunday and public holiday penalty rates in 
the retail, fast food, hospitality and pharmacy 
sectors.

The so-called “independent” Fair Work Commis-
sion has delivered exactly what the government and 
employers ordered – a massive wage-cut that hits the 
lowest paid and most vulnerable hardest.

The campaign in defence of penalty rates is not 
about what Bill Shorten said or didn’t say or what the 
representing unions did or didn’t do in the interests of 
their members. This struggle is about basic workers’ 
rights. It is a battle for living standards, for a living 
wage and workers’ rights. The attacks on workers and 
their unions must be defeated.

We welcome the decision and actions taken 
by the Greens and the ALP to protect penalty rates 
in Parliament but united action must be taken by 
unions and the community to overcome the setbacks 
imposed by Award Modernisation and the shortcom-
ings of the Fair Work Act.

The CPA is committed to workers’ rights and 
will campaign alongside workers, trade unions and 
the community in defence of penalty rates and other 
crucial workers’ rights including for the abolition of 
the Australian Building and Construction Commis-
sion, ABCC.

The CPA calls on Party supporters to join us in 
the struggle for workers’ rights and for a people’s 
government in Australia. 

“
QUOTE OF THE WEEK

The essence of capitalism is to turn nature into 
commodities and commodities into capital. ...

Michael Parenti
”

We must defend 
penalty rates
CPA CC Executive Statement

Far too good 
for far too long

A checkout operator at Coles’ Port Adelaide store 
has told Common Tern she was expecting the Fair 
Work Commission to hand down its decision to 
cut penalty rates while she scanned barcodes last 
Sunday morning.

“I can’t believe they’ve waited ’til Thursday,” she 
said. “Anyone would think they don’t work Sundays. 
It’s weird as. I turned the radio on when I crawled out 
of bed at 6 am expecting to hear the news, but all I 
could hear was Macca interviewing some farmer at a 
Lions Club sausage sizzle.”

The single mum, who has been working three 
casual jobs to make ends meet, says she understands 
penalty rates have been hurting business and is 
relieved at the decision.

“I’ve been expecting this,” she said. “We’ve had 
it far too good for far too long and now business 
owners can afford to take all weekend off to spend 
valuable family time together. It really is about time.”
The Common Tern fl ies over the heads of some but 
beware not to take him too seriously.
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Peter Mac

The recent crash of an aircraft 
at Melbourne’s Essendon airport 
raises profound questions about 
Australia’s aviation policy.

The plane carrying four US tour-
ists to King Island crashed into the 
DFO retail centre next to the runway. 
The passengers and pilot died imme-
diately. The centre hadn’t opened 
for business and no employees were 
injured, although several were treated 
for shock.

The pilot’s ability and the 
plane’s engine maintenance have 
come under question. However, the 
major issues highlighted by this and 
previous crashes are the location of 
the retail centre and the Tullamarine 
Freeway alongside the runway, and 
housing built almost to the airport’s 
boundaries.

One aviation analyst comment-
ed: “The DFO sits on what used to 
be clear land for the airport”, and a 
local teacher observed: “If the DFO 
hadn’t been there [the pilot] would 
have landed on a patch of grass.” 

A DFO store manager said: “It 
feels like you can reach out and touch 
the planes. ... when their engines are 
running you can hear that ... and there 
is always the smell of aviation fuel 
when they take off and land.” One 
employee commented: “We have said 
this 100 times – one day a plane will 
hit [the building].”

Background 
to a tragedy

Once isolated, Essendon air-
port is now surrounded by suburbs, 
and the value of neighbouring land 
has soared. The airport is Common-
wealth-owned, and the site is not sub-
ject to local and state government 
planning controls.

Privatisation of Australia’s air-
ports began in 1997 under the 
Howard government. In 1998 Essen-
don airport was leased for 50 years to 
property developer Beck Corporation 
and transport group Linfox. The DFO 
centre was built in 2002.

Local community group Close 
Essendon Airport Campaign opposed 
the DFO construction but its protests 
were ignored.

After the crash Essendon 
Airport management declared: 

“Planning on and around airports 
is subject to an extensive public 
consultation process, including the 
local community and all relevant 
authorities.” But Helen Van der 
Berg, former leader of the commu-
nity group, said there had been no 
consultation with them, the state 
government or the council.

Airports catering for light air-
craft carry a high risk of accidents. 
But in the last 39 years Essendon has 
had on average one serious incident 
every six and a half years, resulting 
in 17 deaths, many injuries and the 
destruction of planes, homes and 
other property.

In 1978 a light aircraft crashed 
into houses near the runway’s west-
ern end, killing six people and 
severely injuring two crew members 
and a passenger.

In 1986 an air ambulance crashed 
near the airport, killing fi ve patients 
and the pilot. In 1993, in the “Gil-
bertson Street miracle”, ten people 
narrowly escaped death when their 
plane crashed into fi ve houses near 
the runway.

Within the past decade there have 
been 287 incidents ranging from 
minor events to major accidents. In 
2014 a light aircraft crash-landed, 
and last year a Royal Flying Doc-
tors plane skidded on its undercar-

riage 500 metres down the runway. 
And now fi ve people have died in the 
DFO crash.

The lessons
Essendon airport’s history dem-

onstrates the power of developers to 
capitalise on the commercial value 
of airports and adjacent land, and the 
willingness of state and federal gov-
ernments to allow development close 
to and within airport sites.

Planning expert Michael Buxton 
said the Essendon DFO was “one 
of the most extensive commercial-
isations of any airport in Australia, 

and it has put thousands of extra 
people daily within the airport com-
plex”. He added that since 1978 retail 
leaseholders had made “pockets of 
money” by building on vacant land 
at airports.

To minimise casualties in the 
event of emergencies, airport run-
ways should be surrounded by vast 

clear areas. But local residents and 
others say the 300 hectare Essendon 
airport should be four times bigger, 
with an emergency buffer zone. Ms 
van der Berg observed: “If I buy a 
ticket for Tullamarine I know there is 
a buffer of green space around it. At 
Essendon there’s nothing.”

She claims that public servants 
pointed out decades ago that Essend-
on airport needed a large buffer zone. 
In 1996 the ALP dropped a promise 
to convert it to a fi lm studio site and 
public open space.

The Essendon community 
group argued for its conversion to 

residential use. Federal MP Kelvin 
Thompson admitted that it had 
“reached its use-by date”, but no 
action was taken.

Airports should also be designed 
so that passengers leave as rapidly as 
possible. However, Australia’s main 
domestic and international airports 
already have major retail facilities in 

place within the main airport build-
ings, to tempt passengers to linger as 
long as possible and maximise their 
purchases. Moreover, there’s now 
talk of the construction of a huge 
shopping complex adjacent to Syd-
ney’s international airport.

Ironically, the hazardous prox-
imity of airports to runways carries 
some benefi ts for retail operators. 
One DFO employee remarked: 
“... customers can stand and watch 
planes come in. It’s a spectacle”.

The airport shopping phenom-
enon was even satirised in one epi-
sode of the ABC TV series Kath and 

Kim, in which two of the stars had 
such a good time shopping at an air-
port that they decided to have their 
holiday there, rather than board their 
fl ight.

Planning decisions that have 
resulted in houses being built at the 
end of runways, or the construction 
of retail facilities next to runways, 
are not driven by a burning desire to 
ensure public safety. Their object is 
to capitalise on the increasing value 
of urban land and the market pro-
vided by thousands of well-heeled 
tourists.

Even the Victorian premier, who 
to his credit terminated the proposal 
for a massive freeway through Mel-
bourne’s suburbs, responded to the 
DFO crash by describing Essendon 
airport as essential for the state’s 
economy. As van der Berg comment-
ed bitterly, “... commerce takes prec-
edence over people”.

The major parties won’t close 
a profi table airport and the aviation 
corporations will fi ght tooth and nail 
against any move to do so. The only 
way to rectify appallingly dangerous 
planning decisions like those dem-
onstrated at Essendon airport is to 
place in government as soon as pos-
sible a new party or coalition irrev-
ocably committed to public safety. 
Our airports should never have been 
privatised. 

From the archives  The Guardian, October 1988

Essendon disaster 
demands action

Planning decisions that have resulted in 
houses being built at the end of runways, or the 

construction of retail facilities next to runways, are not 
driven by a burning desire to ensure public safety.

Sydney

VIGIL DEMANDING VIGIL DEMANDING 
THAT THE USA THAT THE USA 

STOP THE BLOCKADE STOP THE BLOCKADE 
ON CUBAON CUBA

5:30 pm Friday March 17 
Outside the US Consulate – Sydney Martin Place

Also to stop the subversion of funds against Cuba 
and return Guantánamo to the Cuban people
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Richard Titelius

As the campaign for the WA state 
election is heading into its fi nal 
days, the issues and policies have 
been fi lling the pages of the media. 
It is however, mostly the Liberals, 
Labor, Nationals and One Nation 
that are having their stories told. 
These are the political parties 
that are fundamentally set up to 
ensure the status quo will continue 
– though with some minor tinker-
ing at the edges.

There are three parties, howev-
er, that would set about challenging 
the status quo on fundamental issues. 
The corporate mass media does not 
give them the same opportunities to 
have their vision and policies artic-
ulated to the broader community. 
These three parties are the Greens, 
Socialist Alliance and Communist 
Party of Australia (CPA). They must 
rely on other means to put their mes-
sage across.

These parties had speakers at 
a recent Politics in the Pub held at 
43 Blow in Perth. Over 50 people 
attended the meeting organised by 
the CPA (WA Branch) and chaired by 
Elizabeth Hulm from the CPA.

The Greens speaker was Alison 
Xamon who is standing for the Leg-
islative Council seat of North Metro-
politan. She is a former human rights 
lawyer, advocate for suicide preven-
tion, union offi cial (State School 
Teachers Union, Australian Nursing 
Federation and also an offi cial of the 
Student Guild at Murdoch Univer-
sity) and was a member of Parlia-
ment from 2009-2013 for the Upper 
House seat of East Metropolitan.

The candidate who spoke from 
the Socialist Alliance is Chris 
Jenkins, a mental health nurse and 
dedicated activist in campaigning 
for Aboriginal and refugee rights. 
He was one of the co-founders of the 
Beeliar Wetlands Protectors Camp.

The speaker from the Commu-
nist Party of Australia was Dr Chris-
topher Crouch. Crouch is an artist 
and former academic at Curtin Uni-
versity in the area of Contemporary 
Arts.

Xamon said the Greens’ voice 
needed to be amplifi ed in our local 
legislature to enable the communi-
ty to be heard on vital issues rang-
ing from multiculturalism, climate 
change, renewable energy, a rea-
soned law and order debate, afford-
able housing, and workers’ rights.

A more diversifi ed economy was 

needed so that the state was not so 
dependent on the waxing and waning 
of the mineral resources sector, 
which in any case does not employ 
as many people as other sectors.

Affordable housing was also a 
priority, Xamon said, as not enough 
money was being spent on public and 
community housing whilst negative 
gearing was opposed in principle as 
it did not provide any new housing 
and made housing more expensive.

The Greens WA would continue 
to promote workers’ rights, including 
the introduction of industrial man-
slaughter legislation which exists in 
other parts of the world and would 
act as a deterrent to employers who 
put workers’ lives at risk in the 
course of their work.

Xamon opposed a tough-on-
crime approach to law and order 
which is the staple of the traditional 
parties. Our prisons are full of people 
who shouldn’t be there, including 
many Aboriginal men and women 
and people convicted of non-violent 
offences involving the use of illicit 
drugs.

Chris Jenkins, the Socialist Alli-
ance candidate for the Legislative 
Assembly seat of the port city of 
Fremantle, said the Socialist Alli-
ance was unapologetically socialist 
which contrasts with the ALP which 
is nominally left of centre but in real-
ity says whatever it can to be elected 
and frequently acts against the inter-
ests of the working class.

Housing affordability, public 
ownership of natural resources, 
improved rights for Aboriginal 
people and refugees and greater 
access to public transport were also 
high on the Socialist Alliance 
agenda – hence Jenkins’ activism in 
the Stop Roe 8 Freeway Extension 
campaign and on the Save Beeliar 
Wetlands.

Jenkins quoted an Oxfam report 
from January which said just eight 
men owned about half of the wealth 
in the world – which was neither 
equitable nor sustainable. Jenkins 
said that the message of his party 
was resonating with more people 
since the Global Financial Crisis of 
2008.

Dr Christopher Crouch of the 
Communist Party said the CPA was 
part of the international community 
which had a large body of material as 
a resource from which to draw upon. 
Capitalism today, said Crouch, was 
intent on dissolving social relations 
into economic relations to achieve its 

ends of maximising profi ts through 
maximising exploitation.

Today many workers are 
employed in insecure and precarious 
employment.  As a consequence, this 
hasn’t made people angrier – it had 
made them more fearful and inse-
cure – and as we have seen in the 
US with the ascension of Republican 
President Donald Trump and the res-
surgence of Pauline Hanson’s One 
Nation party. It has seen sectors of 
the working class look for hope in 
the wrong places.

In this type of climate, said 
Crouch, what we need is for the 
masses to think long term and to 
increase the ability of workers to 
think freely and critically. We have 
the resources to provide a better 
present and future – to achieve this 
we need to redistribute the wealth of 
this country.

On March 11, the Communist 
Party of Australia calls for a vote 
for progressive candidates to bring 
about a better future for working 
Australians. The Greens WA are 
preferencing the Socialist Alliance 
in Fremantle and vice versa. The 
CPA also calls on its members and 
fellow activists to put conservative 
and reactionary candidates last. 

Alison Xamon is The Greens (WA) Upper House Candidate for the North Metropolitan region.

WA election

Vote for progress

Build 
the wage rage
Continued from page 1

Thousands of students rely-
ing on Sunday penalty rates to help 
fund their way through studies or 
supplement low weekday wages, 
will be hit. Australia already has the 
lowest youth wages of any industr-
ialised country.

Other youth also depend on 
them for survival.

Under the retail and hospitality 
awards, youths under 16 receive 50 
percent of the adult rate for doing 
the same work. This rises to 60 
percent from 16-17 and in further 
incremental steps to the full adult 
rate at age 20.

Many of these workers have 
already been scalped by franchises 
and subcontractors of major corpo-
rations including 7-Eleven, Caltex, 
Australia Post among others.

To rob these young workers of 
a quarter of their Sunday wage is 
criminal. They are already paid a 
pittance.

The angry response of trade 
unions, workers and the wider com-
munity to the FWC’s decision and 
the overwhelming public opposition 
to the cuts is a grim reminder of the 
Howard government’s WorkChoices 
attack on workers.

The highly successful Your 
Rights @ Work campaign, unit-
ing trade unionists and the broader 
community, played a major role in 
the defeat of the Howard govern-
ment in 2007.

WorkChoices enabled employ-
ers to reduce penalty rates, over-
time pay and shift allowances 
below award provisions through 
the introduction of individual 
employment contracts. In this 
instance the government used 

legislation to give employers what 
they demanded.

Taking a lesson from Howard’s 
experience, the Abbott/Turnbull 
government has attempted to dis-
tance itself from penalty rate cuts. 
Instead of legislation, former Treas-
urer Joe Hockey commissioned an 
“independent” Productivity Com-
mission review of the Industrial 
Relations Framework. This laid the 
basis for the Fair Work Commis-
sion’s decision.

The present anger must be 
turned into action if the decision is 
to be defeated.

Big employers including Coles, 
Kmart, Target, Bunnings and others 
stalled making new enterprise 
agreements as they waited for the 
decision to be handed down. They 
had no doubt as to the direction it 
was headed.

They lined up, pressuring Prime 
Minister Malcolm Turnbull to hold 
fi rm and keep supporting the FWC’s 
decision.

This is the time to act. Turnbull 
is under pressure from divisions 
within Coalition ranks, as fears 
mount over the potential political 
fall-out. Turnbull also has one eye 
on his leadership position, anoth-
er on One Nation which is all for 
the cuts. He is also up against the 
Greens and Labor in Parliament 
who are seeking to legislate for the 
retention of full penalty rates or pro-
tection of wage rates.

It is time to show the govern-
ment, employers and FWC that 
wage cuts are not on. This can only 
be done by strong and immediate 
action from the trade union move-
ment, to throw out the decision and 
legislate for existing penalty rates to 
be retained as a minimum. 
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I’m not telling Guardian read-
ers anything new when I say 
that commercial television is an 
adjunct of the advertising indus-
try. TV broadcasters make their 
money by selling advertising time 
on air to the advertising industry: 
the more people who tune in to a 
channel, the more it can charge 
for its advertising time.

The only function of the pro-
grams is to attract as many viewers 
as possible to tune in to be exposed 
to the ads the channel is running. The 
quality of the program is purely inci-
dental, an unwanted inconvenience 
that TV executives strive to avoid. If 
the broadcasters could attract view-
ers with just ads that is all they would 
run.

Over the years, governments 
have had to issue regulations pre-
venting TV stations from trying to 
insert ads into the actual programs. 
The intrusive advertising plastered all 
over sporting fi xtures so broadcasters 
can’t miss it is nothing compared to 
what the advertising industry would 
try to get away with if they had their 
way.

Television has the potential to be 
a great tool for the development and 
promotion of education and culture. 
Only public broadcasters that are not 
driven by the need to maximise prof-
its and are not tied to the advertis-
ing industry can fulfi l that potential. 
They are certainly the only ones that 
have ever tried to. Capitalism, how-
ever, is predominantly interested in 
the money-making possibilities of 
TV. As Frank Packer said when he 
established Channel 9, “A commer-
cial TV license is a license to print 
money!”

Pay-TV is a hybrid variant in 
which people subscribe to a TV chan-
nel, paying directly for their viewing 
content. Although not so dependent 
on ads, it is subject to the popularity 
of its programs for its profi tability. So 
even here, minority programming is 
eschewed.

In Australia, our once prestig-
ious national public broadcasters, the 
ABC and SBS, have both been crip-
pled by funding cuts and government 
interference. SBS has been made to 
rely on ads while the ABC has had 
a former Murdoch executive foisted 
on it as CEO. With commercial TV 
essentially unchallenged now, the 
result is a TV schedule full of copy-
cat programs all aimed squarely at 
the lowest-common-denominator 
among viewers.

Commerc i a l  t e l ev i s ion , 

supported by the rest of the capital-
ist media, devotes considerable time 
and effort to convincing the view-
ing public that its unimaginative, 
trivialised programming is actually 
important, signifi cant and reward-
ing. A combination of propaganda 
and absence of any real choice results 
in people watching with simulated 
enthusiasm endless variations on My 
Kitchen Rules, or X Factor or mean-
ingless sporting competitions invent-
ed purely for television.

Master of Photography was yet 
another talent show, this one pro-
duced and broadcast exclusively on 
British subscription channel Sky TV 
Arts. It was the fi rst TV talent show 
in Europe focused on photography. 
A dozen professional and amateur 
photographers from across Europe 
competed for the title Best New 
European Photographer and a prize 
of €150,000, the largest ever offered 
in a European photo contest. The 
winning photo was also given to a 
prestigious museum for display.

It was promoted as so much more 
than just a TV talent show. British 
reviewer Michael Zhang commented: 
“Although it might follow a similar 
format to other light-entertainment 
talent judging shows, Sky Arts ... 
from the outset pitched this as a high-
brow show for people who take their 
photography seriously. Very, VERY 
seriously.”

Nevertheless, the format was the 
standard one for such shows; it ran 
for eight weeks, each week the con-
testants produced photographs to a 
set theme with the loser voted off the 
show by a panel of expert judges. 
Eventually, the last person standing 
won the prize.

Think American Idol or MKR for 
photography. Neither high-brow nor 
original, in fact.

The catalogue of the competition 
has been published in demi-octavo 
hardcover by Italian publisher Skira. 
For reasons of economy, presumably, 
most of the photos have been repro-
duced across the middle of a stand-
ard book page, which means they 
measure only 13.5 cms by 9 cms. It 
is frankly too small. Signifi cantly, 
the section Irish Landscape, where 
having too small an image would be 
a distinct disadvantage, is reproduced 
at four times the size of the others 
(29.5 cms x 19 cms, spread over two 
pages).

The effect is to greatly enhance 
the quality of the photos. It is a 
great pity that the catalogue wasn’t 
produced as a large format work 

(possibly in soft cover) which would 
have shown off all the photos to 
advantage. 

The eight themes that occupied 
the competition were successively 
The Beauty of Rome, Berlin Night-
life, The Body, Celebrity Portrait, 
London Backstage, Irish Landscape, 
and the rather nebulous Home Sweet 
Home and Places And Faces. 

With such generalised briefs, 
there is considerable diversity of 
approach and choice of shot between 
the various photographers. This is 
particularly noticeable in the photos 
from the second episode, Berlin 
Nightlife. Most effective (or possi-
bly affective) in this section I thought 
was Neal Gruer’s melancholy study 
of a young man alone in a graffi ti-
covered photo booth.

Also an unfortunate decision – 
whether for the competition itself or 
just for the catalogue I do not know 
although I suspect the former – was 
to do without captions for any of the 
photos. If you do not know exact-
ly what it is you are looking at, the 
photo becomes simply an abstract 
artwork, devoid of much of the mean-
ing it could have if it was identifi ed.

Surprisingly, the reproduction of 
the photos is often overly dark and 
usually – especially in the B&W 
shots – excessively grainy. All the 
photographers made an effort to 
interpret the world in terms of light 
and shade, but the quality of the 
reproduction makes it sometimes 
diffi cult to judge their success. I 
found the photos in the collection 
interesting but in this format not 
memorable. 

Australia

Book Review by Rob Gowland

Master of Photography

Workers at the Lactalis/Parmalat dairy factory in Echuca (Victoria) 
have been locked out since January 18. Parmalat is majority-
owned by the French-based Lactalis which bought the plant from 
Fonterra in February 2016. Negotiations to renew the enterprise 
agreement began in July. The company proposed a nine percent 
wage increase over the next three years for existing workers on 
condition that all newly-hired workers would be paid 20 percent 
less than existing employees. Union members at the plant unani-
mously rejected the proposal and announced a four-hour strike. 
The company responded by shutting down operations, locking 
out the workers and declaring the site would not reopen until the 
dispute was resolved. The workers are maintaining a round-the-
clock protest camp outside the factory. They are getting a strong 
community support. During the recent heatwave when tempera-
tures soared above 40 degrees, the company cut off access to 
water at the camp site. A local water carrier provided a water 
tanker for maintaining essential needs at the protest camp.

Unions NSW is calling for a royal commission on wage theft. A 
number of wide-spread rip-offs were revealed with high-pro-
fi le businesses – such as Domino’s Pizza, Pizza Hut, 7-Eleven, 
Caltex and other fast food and café businesses for underpaying 
wages. Unions NSW secretary Mark Morey said “wages are being 
‘stolen’ from employees expected to work many hours of unpaid 
overtime”… “Exploitation and wage theft is rampant across the 
service sector … As a society we cannot sit back and watch as our 
world of work is atomised and our rights scattered to the wind”.

Fairness in Religion in Schools (FIRIS) is a parents’ group that 
successfully put an end to church-run classes from public school 
class time in Victoria. Victorian Minister for Education announced 
that Special Religious Education (SRE) was to be eliminat-
ed from school hours and treated as an after-school elective. It 
was replaced with an in-school class about the major religions, 
secular humanism and ethics, taught by class teachers. In NSW 
many parents were horrifi ed to learn that SRE classes were 
not run or regulated by the Department of Education. “I believe 
that any program which requires the suspension of the depart-
ment’s own policy and curriculum should not operate in public 
schools” one of the parents said. The department kept no cen-
tral record on the number of students or schools that participated 
in SRE. It neither authorised nor oversaw the material taught. 
Religious providers authorise their own content and self-certify 
once a year that they are teaching with appropriate materials. In 
that regard it should be noted that in 2016 Queensland govern-
ment reviewed the “Connect” materials used by several Christian 
faith groups to teach SPE and found it contained inappropriate 
material “including content that may encourage undesirable child 
safe behaviours, such as the keeping and intentional hiding of 
secrets and the formation of ‘special friendships’ with adults”.

Master of Photography – from the theme “The Beauty of Rome”.

Sydney

National Rally

FIGHT BACK
Protect Our Jobs

11:00 am Thursday March 9
Governor Phillip Tower – 1 Farrer Place Sydney CBD

The Turnbull government has waged war on all workers in the construction industry.

New ABCC laws affect all of us:
Jobs will be lost – Lives will be lost – safety is at risk – Job security will be gone – Limits on casual workers are banned

More temporary visa workers – No priority for local workers – Apprenticeships under threat – No limits on overtime – No proper rest breaks

Join thousands of construction Workers around the country
We’re fi ghting for our jobs – We’re fi ghting for our safety – We’re fi ghting for our rights

CFMEU Construction
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The fi ght to tackle climate change has two 
core branches: mitigation (curbing exces-
sive greenhouse gas emissions) and adap-
tation (addressing the effects of climate 
change that are already unfolding). But 
although both areas are needed, the public 
tends to focus on the former in discussions 
on climate change.

The pressing priority is always to pull down 
emissions. Climate change is portrayed a future 
threat and our responsibility to act is framed in 
reference to our children and grandchildren. If 
environmental ruin is already here, it is deemed 
marginal compared to the tempests amassing 
on the horizon. 

But this uneven focus on the future under-
states the gravity of present impacts. Today, 
climate change accounts for 87 percent of dis-
asters worldwide. Some of the worst droughts 
in decades are continuing to unravel across 
south-eastern Africa and Latin America. 
Cyclonic storms, fl oods, wildfi res, and land-
slides are bearing on the world’s most vulner-
able populations.

The sudden violence of disasters is paral-
leled by the brutality of gradual change. Coast-
lines are being shaved and eroded by rising 
tides. The encroachment of sea water is increas-
ing the salinity of littoral lands, leaving them 
withered and infertile. Rain patterns are shift-
ing, shattering the millions who rely on the sky 
for sustenance. Every second, one person is 
forced to fl ee their home due to extreme cli-
mactic conditions.

This context of daily displacement and des-
olation means that the fi ght to tackle climate 
change today is fundamentally a fi ght to deter-
mine the fatality of the future. Yet adaptation, 
the crucial tool in that fi ght, has been side-lined 
and neglected.

What is adaptation?
Adaptation means preparing our society 

for the climatic threats it faces and will face, 
insofar as we can. It means weaving safety nets 
for the world’s most vulnerable populations. 
It means bolstering river embankments, intro-
ducing measures to prevent diseases, building 
water-resistant infrastructure, expanding storm 
sewers and water storage, extending insurance, 
implementing disaster early-warning systems, 
and introducing a range of measures to palli-
ate damage.

Some adaptation initiatives are already 
underway. From the Cook Islands to Moroc-
co, farmers are adjusting practices and diversi-
fying crops, to create a more climate-resilient 
agriculture. Current agricultural models, where 
monocultures breed vulnerability, are being 
transformed into biodiverse agrisystems.

In fl ood-prone areas, like the US state of 
Delaware, urban planners and citizens are reen-
gineering and redesigning neighbourhoods to 
reduce the risk of inundation and future sea 
level rise. In urban areas prone to intense heat, 
like the Indian city of Ahmedabad (which lost 
1,300 citizens to a 2010 extreme heat wave), 
municipal officials are implementing heat 
action plans which train health workers, dis-
tribute cooling supplies, open public areas for 
shade, and raise public awareness.

In some areas, the only plausible form of 
adaptation is abandon. In Fiji, villages such as 
Vunidogola are already being relocated after 
Cyclone Winston and other disasters devastat-
ed a number of settlements – while rising sea 
levels provide an additional layer of risk. The 
Fijian state has listed relocation as a top prior-
ity for the government.

A decade ago, the Maldivian government 
also organised a “staged retreat”, concentrating 

populations away from secluded islands threat-
ened by rising sea levels. In Alaska, the citizens 
of Newtok have applied for federal disaster 
relief to fi nance their own relocation, as thaw-
ing permafrost erodes the land under their feet, 
pulling the village towards the Ninglick River. 
In China, the government has relocated over a 
million people away from areas governed by 
environmental hazards.

But adaptation is not just a technical exer-
cise; it is also a struggle to shape what kind 
of world will greet the intensifying weather 
patterns of tomorrow. Whose lives will matter 
when the storms arrive? Will the seawalls we 
build to hold back the swelling tides be accom-
panied by walls to hold out those fl eeing?

The challenge of adaptation directly expos-
es the climate crisis as a crisis of social justice. 
All disasters break open the wounds of unequal 
societies. Storms do not discriminate, but they 
do make landfall on landscapes riven by dis-
parities of wealth, power and safety.

The labels of “natural disaster” and 
“extreme weather” can mislead us into thinking 
that the principal dangers we face stem from the 
atmosphere’s furies. But as geographer Jesse 
Ribot writes, “vulnerability does not fall from 
the sky”. The wreckage of climate change is the 
product of collision: between environmental 
conditions and human realities.

This collision explains why women are far 
more likely than men to die in natural disasters 
and endure the slow violence of environmen-
tal degradation. It lies at the root of why ethnic 
minorities, the disabled, the silenced and the 
neglected, are all disproportionately susceptible 
to the rigours of a changing climate.

Deep adaptation means challenging these 
inequities, reclaiming rights and cementing the 
best possible conditions for survival. In Nai-
robi’s informal settlements, such as Mukuru, 
increasingly torrential rain spells misery for 
inhabitants. To build their community’s resil-
ience, local activists are working to obtain land 
tenure that would enable them to defend their 
rights to water, health and sanitation.

What such initiatives illustrate is the agency 
we do have. While climate change will cause 
irreparable “loss and damage” (impacts that 

just cannot be eased or adapted to), our human 
societies are usually the juries of fate, deciding 
whether cyclones will meet buttressed foun-
dations or breaking beams. We are still drasti-
cally unprepared across the board; the deadly 
European heatwaves of 2003 and 2010 revealed 
the stark inability even of the wealthiest econo-
mies of the world to adequately handle climatic 
shocks.

Finding the funding
But all transformations in politics come 

with costs and obstacles. The cost of adapt-
ing to climate change in “developing” coun-
tries could reach US$300 billion a year by 
2030 and US$500 billion by 2050. Funding is 
in short supply, with the richest states commit-
ting only meagre contributions. Rudimentary 
justice holds that those most responsible for a 
vulnerability bear the greater responsibility for 
redressing it, but climate change’s chief cul-
prits remain reluctant to pay their fair share of 
adaptation fi nance to the world’s most vulner-
able countries.

Neither will private finance emerge as 
a magical solution to the tasks of adapta-
tion. Markets follow active demand: needs 
backed by money. But what money can you 
make from displaced farmers or dispossessed 
communities?

As the impacts of climate change bite 
and politicians feel the heat of public discon-
tent, governments are paying more lip service 
to ideals such as climate resilience. But with 
environmental movements mostly focused 
on taming the drivers of climate change, this 
agenda of adaptation is largely being shaped 
by states and multilateral institutions, in ways 
which lay the burden of bearing at the feet of 
those most vulnerable.

Environmental scientist Stan Cox and 
anthropologist Paul Cox explain in “How the 
World Breaks”, that these models of adaptation 
envision a “resilience [which] is catastrophic 
by design, morally unhinged, because it counts 
on the vulnerable to absorb what the market 
sheds so that the market’s irreparable fragil-
ity can be conserved. The vulnerable and the 
marginalised must have power, but not just the 

power to adapt; they must recapture the terms 
of adaptation.”

It is up to us to recapture those terms and 
ignite a discussion on transformative adapta-
tion, where efforts to adjust to climate change 
can also serve as opportunities to decarbonise 
the economy, confront poverty, erode gender 
inequity, deliver racial justice and remediation 
to victims of environmental violence, suture 
community rifts, improve public health, and 
cement local resilience.

The future is here
The future is arriving sooner than expected. 
Too often, our responses are out of touch 

with the scale of the challenges they seek to 
address. In 2003, philosopher Seyla Benhab-
ib wrote about grappling with new patterns of 
migration and globalisation, “We are like trav-
ellers navigating an unknown terrain with the 
help of old maps, drawn at a different time and 
in response to different needs.”

It’s time to think big and retrace our maps 
along the lines of the new magnitude. Every 
gradient of warming we fail to slow needs 
to be compensated by an equal reduction 
in deprivation.

The task may seem daunting. With so many 
challenges facing our world, where do our lim-
ited energies go? How do you fi ght fi res and 
prevent them at the same time?

There are few easy consolations, but one 
is clear: the solutions to our multiple problems 
can and should be found in the same places. 
The struggle for climate adaptation is precisely 
the struggle for migrant rights, for decent work, 
for better infrastructure, for democracy, against 
gender violence. It is merely the struggle for a 
safer world, hastened by the alarms of shatter-
ing temperature records.

But by explicitly referencing adaptation, 
we can help humanise the realities of climate 
change, clarify our alternatives, and help ensure 
we can meet the incoming watershed with buff-
ers of hope.
New Internationalist 

Brace for impact

Low-lying areas in Bangladesh are already feeling the impact of climate change.

Today, climate change accounts for 87 percent of disasters worldwide. 
Some of the worst droughts in decades are continuing to unravel 
across south-eastern Africa and Latin America. 
Cyclonic storms, floods, wildfires, and landslides are 
bearing on the world’s most vulnerable populations.
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Juan Pablo Escobar Henao, son of notori-
ous Medellín cartel drug kingpin, Pablo 
Escobar, now says his father “worked for 
the CIA.” In a new book, Pablo Escobar 
In Fraganti, Escobar, who lives under the 
pseudonym, Juan Sebastián Marroquín, 
explains his “father worked for the CIA 
selling cocaine to fi nance the fi ght against 
Communism in Central America.”

“The drug business is very different than 
what we dreamed,” he continues. “What the 
CIA was doing was buying the controls to get 
the drug into their country and getting a won-
derful deal.

“He did not make the money alone,” Mar-
roquín elaborated in an interview, “but with US 
agencies that allowed him access to this money. 
He had direct relations with the CIA.”

Notably, Marroquín added, “the person 
who sold the most drugs to the CIA was Pablo 
Escobar.”

Where his fi rst book primarily covered 
Escobar, the man as a father, Marroquín’s 
second – which has just been released in Argen-
tina – delves into the kingpin’s “internation-
al ties of corruption in which my father had 
an active participation, among them with the 
American CIA.”

Those government associates “were prac-
tically his partners,” which allowed Escobar 
to defy the law, and gave him nearly the same 
power as a government.

Predictably, this information is convenient-
ly absent from media headlines in America.

If the CIA trafficking cocaine into the 
United States sounds like some tin foil con-
spiracy theory, think again. Their alleged role 
in the drug trade was exposed in 1996 in an 
explosive investigative series “Dark Alliance” 
by Gary Webb for the San Jose Mercury News. 
The investigation, headed up by Webb revealed 
ties between the CIA, Nicaraguan Contras and 
the crack cocaine trade ravaging African-Amer-
ican communities.

The investigation provoked massive pro-
tests and congressional hearings, as well as 
overt backlash from the mainstream media to 
discredit Webb’s reporting. However, decades 
later, offi cials would come forward to back 
Webb’s original investigation up.

Then-senator John Kerry even released a 

detailed report claiming that not only was there 
“considerable evidence” linking the Contra 
effort to traffi cking of drugs and weapons – but 
that the US government knew about it.

El Patron, as Escobar came to be known, 
amassed more wealth than almost any drug 
dealer in history – at one point raking in 
around US$420 million a week in revenue – 
and reportedly supplied about 80 percent of the 
world’s cocaine. Escobar landed on Forbes’ list 
of international billionaires for seven straight 
years, and – though the nature of the business 
makes acquiring solid numbers impossible – 
his estimated worth was around US$30 billion.

Escobar and the Medellín cartel smuggled 
15 tons of cocaine into the US – every day – 
and left a trail of thousands of dead bodies to 
do so.

“It was a 900-mile run from the north coast 
of Colombia and was simply wide-open,” jour-
nalist Ioan Grillo wrote in the book, El Narco: 
Inside Mexico’s Criminal Insurgency.

“The Colombians and their American coun-
terparts would airdrop loads of blow (cocaine) 
out to sea, from where it would be rushed 
ashore in speedboats, or even fl y it right onto 
the Florida mainland and let it crash down in 
the countryside.”

If what Marroquín reveals in the new book 
is, indeed, true, it would mean the CIA played 
a major role in ensuring Americans had access 
to boundless quantities of cocaine – while the 
US government sanctimoniously railed against 
drugs to promote the drug war.

In fact, as Marroquín keenly observes, drug 
prohibition makes for the best pro-drug propa-
ganda – the nature of something being illegal 
naturally gives it greater appeal.

That prohibition guaranteed Escobar’s 
bloody reign would be all the more violent. 
Marroquín now believes “his path of healing is 
reconciliation with the relatives of those whom 
his father ordered to kill.”

While Escobar certainly used violence, or 
ordered others to use violence, to effectively 
foment and maintain power, he wasn’t with-
out a charitable bone in his body. As Busi-
ness Insider notes, “He was nicknamed ‘Robin 
Hood’ after handing out cash to the poor, build-
ing housing for the homeless, constructing 70 
community soccer fi elds, and building a zoo.”

El Patron met his fate in 1993 – by gun-
shot as he attempted to fl ee after his house was 

surrounded. However, the circumstances sur-
rounding his death are still being debated today. 
Marroquín insists his father committed suicide 
rather than be shot or captured by police forces 
sent to hunt him down; while others believe 
Escobar was absolutely slain by police.

Either way, Escobar’s accumulation of 
wealth could be viewed as incidental to the role 
he played for the CIA and the war on drugs 
– a massive hypocrisy serving to keep people 
hooked on a substance deemed illegal by the 
State, so the State can then reap the profi ts gen-
erated by courts, prisons, and police work “nec-
essary” to “fi ght” the “war on drugs”.

“My father was a cog in a big business 
of universal drug trafficking,” Marroquín 
explains, and when he no longer served a pur-
pose for those using him that way, killers were 
sent to do away with the problem – the problem 
so many had a hand in creating.

Marroquín, who only revealed himself as 
Escobar’s son in 2009, says he’s had to forgive 
members of his family for their involvement in 
the drug business and betrayal of his father – 
but notes that forgiveness doesn’t mean forget-
ting what happened.

But he has measured perspective about the 
man who brutally ruled the cocaine industry.

“Pablo Escobar is by no means a role 
model,” he asserts.

“I admire Pablo, my father, who educated 
me. Not Escobar, the mafi oso.”

Marroquín noted drug lords like his father 
might appear to have everything as their status 
and name garner attention, but these material 
gains, in actuality, take control in the end.

“The more power my father had, the poorer 
he lived.”
globalresearch.ca 

Drugs, 
Pablo Escobar 
and the CIA

Britain’s destructive role in Yemen
How long will the Ministry of 
Defence investigation into allega-
tions of breaches of international 
humanitarian law by Saudi forces 
in Yemen take?

Is this a serious, if belated, com-
mitment to examine the effects of 
the Saudi-led coalition bombing 
campaign on the civilian population 
or an attempt to fl annel critics?

Will ministers expect opponents 
of the government’s current plan to 
sell even more warplanes to be mes-
merised by reference to the MoD 
probe?

Yemen is the Arab world’s 
poorest country and President 
Abed-Rabbo Mansour Hadi’s gov-
ernment among the most corrupt, 
which sparked its overthrow two 
years ago by the Shi’ite Houthi 
opposition.

This proved unpalatable to both 
the US, which had enlisted Hadi in 
its global war against terror, and the 

head-chopping, monarcho-religious 
regime in Riyadh.

Its pitiless bombing campaign, 
assisted by warplanes from various 
Gulf monarchies, accounts for most 
of the 10,000 Yemeni fatalities.

The MoD must have been spoilt 
for choice in identifying 257 alleged 
breaches of international humanitar-
ian law.

If it wishes to be taken serious-
ly, it should have initiated a paral-
lel inquiry into British government 
culpability for war crimes in Yemen 
and elsewhere.

Britain’s arms industry is cos-
seted like no other, with export 
credits and corporate profi ts guaran-
teed by the government.

Not that this translates into 
employment security for the work-
force, which has declined to the 
tune of over 50,000 in the last 
decade. Exports to Saudi Arabia 
account for about half of all 

Britain’s annual arms sales, raising 
serious concerns about the indus-
try’s direction.

If, as the MoD insists, arms 
exports to Riyadh are “compliant 
with the UK export licensing cri-
teria,” those criteria need reassess-
ment. Saudi Arabia and its Gulf 
acolytes have, alongside Turkey, 
been fi nancing, arming, training 
and supporting the jihadist groups, 
linked to both Isis and Al-Qaida, 
tasked with overthrowing or, at 
least, destabilising Syria.

Yet successive governments, in 
line with their US allies, treat these 
brutal autocracies as factors for sta-
bility worthy of support. The same 
justifi cation was put forward over 
decades, again by both Labour and 
Tory governments, for collaboration 
with apartheid South Africa.

And a similar pro-imperial 
mindset permeated political thought 
in Westminster to excuse one-party 

corrupt rule in the squalid Orange 
statelet ensconced in the six north-
east counties of Ireland.

But why bring up this histori-
cal anachronism in discussing Brit-
ish government complicity in war 
crimes committed by Saudi aerial 
forces in Yemen? Because Tory 
ministers and Unionist MPs are cur-
rently engaged in an operation to 
rewrite recent history in Northern 
Ireland, undermining aspects of the 
Good Friday agreement.

Tories and Unionists have 
seized upon the discrediting of 
methods used by the Public Interest 
Lawyers team to proclaim the total 
falsity of all allegations of miscon-
duct by British soldiers in Iraq.

They moved a step further yes-
terday, giving a one-sided gloss 
to the years of confl ict in the six 
counties.

The long-discredited myth of 
the British military caught in the 

middle in a war between Repub-
lican and Loyalist paramilitaries 
was given a fresh airing to cover up 
army collusion with anti-Catholic 
death squads.

Suggesting that the British 
army, including its Northern Irish 
membership, was blameless under-
cuts Good Friday commitments 
to reconciliation and equality of 
esteem.

It is part of an ongoing propa-
ganda exercise to confl ate the arms 
industry, British soldiers, “help for 
heroes,” imperialist wars and sup-
port for dictatorships in the name of 
stability as patriotic and positive.

The Morning Star will constant-
ly speak out against such efforts to 
enforce complicity in imperialism’s 
crimes.
Morning Star 
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Pepe Escobar

The real story behind the fall of Michael 
Flynn has been confi rmed by a highly 
informed US insider, who has previously 
detailed how the Trump presidency’s for-
eign policy will unfold.

According to the insider, which I named 
“X”, “Flynn was removed because he was agi-
tating for a strike against Iran which would 
have had disastrous consequences. That would 
have led to Iranian strikes against Western oil 
supplies in the Middle East, raising Russia’s 
economic power as the oil price would have 
soared to over US$200 a barrel, and the EU 
would have had to join the Russian-Chinese 
block, or not be able to obtain suffi cient energy 
to survive. The United States would have been 
completely isolated.”

When still on the job as National Securi-
ty Adviser, Flynn, on the record, had already 
put Iran “on notice”. That was, for all practi-
cal purposes, a virtual declaration of war. “X” 
expands on the ramifi cations: “Turkey is the 
key here, and Turkey wants a deal with Iran. 
The key danger to NATO is Turkey, as it does 
not control Serbia, and Turkey-Serbia under-
mines Romania and Bulgaria in an outfl ank-
ing manoeuvre to the southern-south-eastern 
part of NATO. Serbia linked to Russia in WWI 
and Turkey linked with Germany. Tito linked 
with Russia in WWII and Turkey was neutral. 
If Turkey, Serbia, Russia link together, NATO 
is outfl anked. Russia is linked to Iran. Turkey 
is linking to Russia and Iran after what Erdogan 
perceives was a failed CIA coup attempt against 
him. All this was way beyond the capacity of 
Flynn to handle.”

“X” maintains that the Obama adminis-
tration opening towards Iran, which led to the 
nuclear deal, was essentially a tactic to under-
mine Russia’s Gazprom – assuming an Iran-
Iraq gas pipeline would be built all the way to 
Turkey and then connected to EU markets.

Yet this major Pipelineistan gambit would 
have needed major investment and years to be 
completed. In parallel, from the start, Tehran 
increased its energy sales to Eurasian neigh-
bours and especially China. The end result 
could only have been the ratcheting up of US-
Iran “tension”. Flynn may have indeed been 
“out of his depth”, as “X” defi ned it, on how to 
deal with the hyper-complex Southwest Asia 
chessboard.

“X”, against a virtual Beltway consensus, 
insists, “the rapprochement to Russia was not 
dependent on Flynn. It is dependent on those 
who supervise Trump, and they put him in there 
for the purpose of shifting towards Russia. The 
deep state confl ict is irrelevant. These are pros 
who know how and when to change policy. 
They have the goods on anyone who is in a high 
position and can destroy them at will. Flynn 
was in their way and now he is out.”

“X” reveals once again what makes the 
Pentagon squirm as far as Russia is concerned: 
“Russia is not an economic threat to the US. Its 
manufacturing base is centred on military pro-
duction. It has developed since the [late 1990s] 
Belgrade bombing into the greatest military 
power in the world in terms of self-defence. 
Its defensive missiles seal its air space and its 
offensive ICBMs are the most advanced in the 

world. The recently tested US defensive missile 
placed in Romania is nearly worthless despite a 
fake, staged success for European consumption 
and to hold NATO together. Russia is a natu-
ral ally to the US. The US will shift to Russia 
and Flynn’s departure is relatively meaningless 
except for its entertainment value.”

Taking out Trump
Now compare this analysis with the CIA 

spin duly relayed by stenographers across US 
corporate media, pointing to a vicious inter-

nal battle in the Trump administration. A battle 
there was, indeed, and US intel was delighted 
to help out since these ops never liked Flynn, 
and vice-versa.

Add to the intel octopus Obama loyalists 
such as pathetic former advisor Ben Rhodes 
plus assorted deep state ops, retired or oth-
erwise. It gets curiouser and curiouser when 
even neo-con Michael Ledeen, who co-wrote 
the Islamophobic opus The Field of Fight with 
Flynn, laments that his political assassination 
was carried out by “a cabal of CIA offi cials and 
Obama loyalists, in tandem with allies in the 
media.”

For all practical purposes, the most power-
ful deep state neo-con/neo-liberal/con factions 

did launch a covert op to take out Flynn and 
keep going to eventually take out Trump – 
pursuing every possible impeachment avenue 
further on down the road. Whatever the deep 
strategy of the real Masters as detailed by “X”, 
Trump does face a formidable axis of deep state 
neo-cons/neo-liberal/cons, the CIA, neo-liberal 
corporate media from CNN to the Washington 
Post, and the still-functioning Clinton machine.

What would have been the ultimate game-
changer – a real reset with Russia – maybe 
on evidence, imperilled, despite the analysis 

by “X”. Or, and that’s way more enticing, we 
could be right in the middle of a very sophisti-
cated wayang shadow play – performance, as 
the Masters, according to Kissinger’s prescrip-
tions, do ultimately plan to align with Russia 
to challenge and break up Eurasia integration, 
which is essentially carried out by the Russia-
China-Iran strategic partnership.

Meanwhile, we have nasty diversions such 
as that ghastly, senile senatorial duo McCain-
Graham urging Kiev, earlier this year, to go on 
another war drive against the Donetsk People’s 
Republic – while stirring the galleries to blame 
it all on President Putin.

HR McMaster himself, the new National 
Security Adviser, may be a tactical diversion 

cleverly set up by Team Trump. McMaster is 
quintessential politically correct deep state 
status quo; he frames Russia as “an adversary”, 
true to standard Pentagon doctrine that consid-
ers Russia as much as an “existential threat” 
as China.

Cage fight
So it’s too early to unequivocally state the 

neo-cons have knocked Trump out. We’re in the 
middle of a vicious deep state/US elites fratri-
cidal cage fi ght. This was largely predictable, 
even before the fi nal result of the US presiden-
tial election.

“X” is fundamentally correct when he 
stresses Trump was supported by the Masters to 
reorient/reorganise/re-boost the whole Empire 
of Chaos project. The extra US$54 billion 
bump on military spending was long planned. 
“T. Rex” Tillerson, quietly, has already dec-
imated half of the Obama administration’s 
State Department that’s swamp cleaning in a 
nutshell. Big Oil and a substantial sector of the 
industrial-military complex are fi rmly behind 
Trump. These interests already know demonis-
ing Russia is bad for business.

The losing axis though will continue to 
wreak havoc as the current chaos develops as 
enhanced shadow play. Machiavelli/Richelieu 
Steve Bannon may have given the game away 
– in code – when he hints this is a process of 
creative destruction leading to a completely 
new form of power structure in the US. Under 
these circumstances, Flynn was just a pawn. 
And make no mistake; dour neo-Machiavelli 
and his glittering Prince are fi rmly set in for 
the long game.
Information Clearing House 

Trump and Deep State

Michael Flynn removed from the position of National Security Adviser.

German-Turkish tensions
Turkey accused the German “deep 
state” last week of meddling in 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 
power grab referendum. Foreign 
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu cried 
foul a day after local authori-
ties in the south-western town of 
Gaggenau withdrew permission 
for Turkish Justice Minister Bekir 
Bozdag to use a venue for a rally 
of Turkish immigrants on next 
month’s referendum on increas-
ing presidential powers, claiming 
there was insuffi cient space.

Bozdag cancelled a meeting 
with his German counterpart Heiko 
Maas in protest, while Ankara 

summoned the German ambassador 
seeking an explanation.

Recalling previous incidents, 
Cavusoglu claimed: “This has 
become a systematic practice of the 
German deep state” a reference to a 
supposed shadow government in the 
Civil Service.

“They don’t want Turkish lead-
ers to campaign because [the Ger-
mans] are working for No votes.”

Some 1.4 million Turks in Ger-
many are eligible to vote in the 
April 16 referendum, which would 
create an executive president, abol-
ish the offi ce of the prime minister 
and weaken parliament.

Gaggenau town hall was evacu-
ated after a bomb threat, which 
Mayor Michael Pfeiffer said seemed 
certain to be linked to the furore.

A spokeswoman for Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel said the federal 
government was not involved in 
cancelling the meeting, or a separate 
rally in Cologne. City authorities 
claimed they cancelled that event 
because organisers had misled them 
about its purpose, saying they were 
initially told it would be a theatre 
performance.
Morning Star 

Big Oil and a substantial sector of 
the industrial-military complex are firmly 

behind Trump. These interests already know 
demonising Russia is bad for business.
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Larry Rubin

My job is to listen to Donald 
Trump’s speeches and rally rants 
so that you, the readers of the Peo-
ple’s World, don’t have to.

It isn’t an easy job.
On the one hand, every fi bre of 

my being yells “Sell out! If you cover 
Trump like you would any president, 
you’re contributing to normalis-
ing his presidency.” But those same 
fi bres tell me: “you’d better keep tabs 
on the SOB to know what he’s up to 
so you can help the Resistance.”

Fibres are famous for sending 
double messages.

Thinking that reporters for com-
mercial media were getting double 
messages from their fi bres, too, made 
my plight seem less burdensome. I 
didn’t like the fact that they were vir-
tually ignoring the Resistance, but I 
chalked that up to the screwy defi -
nition of “newsworthy” imposed on 
them by their corporate bosses.

But my illusions were shattered 
the day before yesterday, right after 
Trump’s speech to Congress. The TV 
news media did not cover the many 
protests taking place outside the Cap-
itol building and, in effect, dubbed 
Trump’s presidency “normalised.”

On CNN, on MSNBC – every-
where – commentators commentat-
ed that at long last Trump “sounded 
presidential.” Sounding “presiden-
tial!?” What does that even mean? 
Who knows?

But I do know that almost all 
of the mainstream media praised 
Trump’s new paint job and ignored 
the still-rotten wood underneath.

The take-away story from most 
commercial media outlets was that 
Trump stood in front of a joint ses-
sion of Congress and did not bray 
like a donkey.

To be fair, Alexandra Petri wrote 
a column in the Washington Post 
complaining that Trump was get-
ting an A because “we’ve set the 
bar so low,” and The New Yorker 

magazine ran a piece headlined 
“Trump’s Speech To Congress Was 
Not Normal.” There probably were 
similar pieces here and there across 
the nation.

Nevertheless, by and large 
Trump won praise for using modu-
lated tones and full sentences with 
actual verbs and nouns. No com-
mentator on commercial TV outlets, 
and very few print reporters, pointed 
out that Trump still spewed his same 
old racist, xenophobic claptrap. He 
blamed immigrants for all the ills of 
our nation, not the billionaires who 
have been sucking our economy dry. 
(The People’s World, of course, was 
a notable exception.)

He said many times in many dif-
ferent ways that if we kick out immi-
grants already here and build a wall 
to keep others out “we will raise 
wages, help the unemployed, save 
billions of dollars, and make our 
communities safer.”

Substitute “Jews and Gypsies” 
for “immigrants” and you have 
Hitler.

And Trump’s assertion that 
“America must put its own citizens 
fi rst … because only then can we 
truly make America great again” 
comes pretty close to the Nazi’s use 
of Deutschland uber alles.

Why didn’t anyone on TV point 
this out and remind people that kind 
of rhetoric almost destroyed Europe 
and a good part of the world?

Even Van Jones, who usually 
makes a lot of sense, said on CNN 
that Trump “became presidential” 
when he introduced the grieving 
widow of Navy SEAL Ryan Owens, 
killed in a botched Trump-approved 
raid on Yemen.

Why didn’t Jones point out that 
Owens’ father is asking for an inves-
tigation to determine “why at this 
time did there have to be this stupid 
mission when it wasn’t even barely a 
week into [Trump’s] administration? 
Why?’’

Maybe Petri is correct. Maybe 

Trump has brought American politics 
to such a low level that he gets praise 
by just appearing not to be nuts.

Or maybe the explanation lies 
in listening between the sound bites 
of something said by TV news com-
mentator Chuck Todd. Evidentially, 
before Trump’s address there was 
a press briefing. Evidentially, no 
media outlet was barred and no one 
screamed epithets at the reporters.

Maybe the liberal media made 
nicey-nice with Trump after his 
speech because they want to be ush-
ered into his August Presence again.

In any case, when Trump prom-
ised America the moon and the stars 

if only the people will allow him to 
make billionaires such as himself 
richer, no one in the media called 
him out for practicing what he calls 
“truthful hyperbole”.

In his book The Art of the Deal, 
he (or his ghost-writer) wrote, “I play 
to people’s fantasies … People want 
to believe that something is the big-
gest and the greatest and the most 
spectacular. I call it ‘truthful hyper-
bole’. It’s an innocent form of exag-
geration – and it’s a very effective 
form of promotion.”

In other words, Trump has devel-
oped lying into an art form.

I guess the fibres within 

mainstream reporters have ceased 
sending them mixed messages – or 
any messages at all. I guess I’ll just 
have to suck it up and continue to 
track Trump as best I can.

But I take courage from knowing 
that unlike the commercial media, the 
People’s World is now and always 
will cover the Resistance. And my 
fi bres tell me that what hundreds of 
thousands, if not millions, of people 
are doing today is laying the founda-
tion for a Trump-free, better world 
tomorrow.

And that’s not a mixed message.
People’s World 

International

Trump addresses Joint Session of Congress in Washington, DC in front of Vice President Mike Pence and Speaker of the 

House Paul Ryan.

Normalising Trump

The fi ght for the NHS
Steve Sweeney

Thousands gathered in London 
last week for the largest national 
mobilisation in NHS history. The 
demonstration, called by the 
People’s Assembly and Health 
Campaigns Together, came as the 
NHS faces its biggest crisis since 
its birth in 1948.

A staggering £22 billion will 
be slashed from the NHS budget 
by 2020 under the explosive Sus-
tainability and Transformation 
Plans (STPs), which were drawn up 
behind closed doors and kept secret 
from the public.

Nineteen hospitals are set to 
close, one in six Accident and 
Emergencies (A&E) will shut, thou-
sands of beds will be axed and a 
“dangerously understaffed” NHS 
will see thousands more jobs cut.

Drawn up by former United-
Health boss and Tony Blair adviser 
Simon Stevens as part of the Five 
Year Forward View, the plans have 
been slammed as a “blueprint for 
privatisation” that “will see the end 
of the NHS as we know it.”

The NHS posted a record £2.45 
billion defi cit last year as local NHS 
bosses desperately try to balance the 
books.

And it is a crisis that Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn warns was 
“made in Downing Street.”

Research published by the Jour-
nal of the Royal Society of Medicine 
argued that 30,000 deaths in 2015 
were caused by “relentless cuts” 
to the health service as Professor 
Martin McKee warned “the impact 
of cuts resulting from the imposi-
tion of austerity on the NHS has 
been profound.”

A staggering one in 10 hospital 
beds have been lost since 2010, the 
equivalent of 24 hospitals, amount-
ing to fi ve beds a day since the 
Tories came to power.

A shocking 96 percent of hos-
pitals have reported a shortage of 
nurses – and this fi gure is set to be 
exacerbated with a 23 percent drop 
in applications for nurse training 
since the NHS bursary was axed.

Hospital inspectors from the 
CQC warned only this week that 
our NHS is “standing on a burning 
platform” as they found four out of 
fi ve NHS trusts to be unsafe.

And as Health Secretary Jeremy 
Hunt advises people to see their GP 
instead of going to A&E, the British 
Medical Association (BMA) points 
to an astonishing 650 GP surgeries 
that have been closed, merged or 
taken over since 2010 – with a fur-
ther 600 set to be axed by 2020.

Corbyn told the crowds: “The 
NHS is in crisis – a crisis made in 
Downing Street. They’ve found 
the money to cut taxes on big 

businesses, cut taxes on the richest 
families, cut taxes for the specula-
tors and cut taxes for the fat cats. 
Don’t then tell us there’s no more 
money for our NHS.

“There is no excuse. Every 
person waiting in A&E. Every 
person on a trolley in a corridor. 
Every student nurse forced to visit a 
foodbank to make ends meet. Every 
elderly person denied the care they 
need. Every time, that is a political 
choice.”

He urged the government to 
“give the NHS and social care 
the funding it needs” ahead of the 
coming Budget.

Unison executive member and 
one of the demo’s organisers Jac 
Berry warned against further pay 
restraint with the government set to 
announce this year’s pay award on 
Wednesday.

“If we are unable to break the 
one percent pay restrain then the 
trade unions must organise for co-
ordinated industrial action to defend 
pay and the NHS as a whole,” she 
told the Star.

“The government has a politi-
cally motivated agenda against the 
NHS and attacks on pay are part of 
privatisation plans.”
Morning Star 

Politics in the Pub Perth

International Women’s Day 2017
Communist women and friends 

talk about issues affecting women

Class and gender, pay gap, domestic violence 
and the struggle for women’s rights

6-8 pm Wednesday March 8
@ 43 Below Bar and Restaurant
43 Barrack St Perth CBD opposite Perth Town Hall

Free entry, food and drink available on sale
For more information:

perth@cpa.org.au or 0419 812 872
polticsinthepub.blogspot.com.au facebook.com/PiPPerth

All welcome!
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Blind eye to abuse
Last week members of the Catho-
lic clergy in Australia publicly 
admitted that the Church hier-
archy had turned a blind eye to 
the sexual abuse of children in 
their care, including the devel-
opment and perpetuation of a 
large paedophile network. They 
also conceded that the policy of 

compulsory celibacy for priests 
was a contributory factor in the 
incidence of abuse.

The introduction of the policy 
in the 13th century had the effect of 
increasing the wealth of the church 
because the priests had no offspring 
(or none who were publicly acknowl-
edged) and would leave most if not 
all of their property to the Church. 

The policy has terrible implica-
tions for priests themselves, as well as 
for members of their congregations. 
It contradicts the material reality of 
human biology and denies priests the 
human right to sexual relationships. 
For any priest who breaks the rules 
and enters into an illicit sexual part-
nership with a consenting adult the 
relationship is almost inevitably des-
perate, suffused with guilt and fear 
of exposure, and doomed to failure.

This must impact on the mental 
health of priests. The creation of a 
situation where all sexual contact 
is taboo also blurs the distinction 
between what is merely forbidden 
for priests by the church and what 
is also forbidden under the law. And 
the likelihood of abuse is, of course, 
increased in situations where priests 
are able to use their authority to 
silence protests and rely on church 
elders to help them do so.

The church must apologise 
unconditionally, pay victims of 
sexual abuse appropriate compensa-
tion as determined by an independent 
authority and carry out long overdue 
reforms. And that certainly includes 
abolition of the policy of compulsory 
celibacy for the clergy.

Peter Mac 
Sydney

Abetz’s bizarre 
Rainbow attack

Tasmanian gay rights advocates 
have defended the Rainbow Flag 
following an attack from Liberal 
Senator, Eric Abetz.

Senator Abetz complained about 
Commonwealth government agen-
cies fl ying Rainbow Flags, labelling 
them the fl ags of “a cause” and of 
“a hostile nation” (his reference was 
to the self-proclaimed micro-nation 
called the Gay and Lesbian Kingdom 
of the Coral Sea Islands).

The Rainbow Flag represents the 
long struggle of sexual and gender 
minorities for respect and equality.

It should be fl own from every 
offi cial building in this country at 
least once a year as a reminder of 

how far Australia has come along 
the road to inclusion, and how far it 
has yet to go.

Tasmanian voters will be scratch-
ing their heads about Senator Abetz’ 
comments.

Eric Abetz’ bizarre antagonism 
to Rainbow Flags will leave a lot of 
Tasmanian voters wondering whether 
he is there to represent our state or his 
own strange ideas.

For several years Rainbow Flags 
have fl own from Hobart Town Hall 
during the LGBTI Pride Festival.

Last year Hobart residents 
chalked a rainbow outside Senator 
Abetz’ offi ce to protest his anti-LGB-
TI public comments.

Rodney Croome
Tasmanian 

Gay and Lesbian Rights Group 
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Mr Steven T Mnuchin
Washington DC

I write to you as a Venezuelan citizen and 
in my capacity as Executive Vice President 
of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, 
on the occasion to reply the issuance of 
sanctions against me by the US Treasury 
Department’s Offi ce of Foreign Assets Con-
trol (OFAC) last Tuesday, February 13.

First, in your capacity as OFAC Authority 
you have been deceived by political sectors, 
lobbyists and stakeholders in the US whose 
essential interest is to prevent that the United 
States and Venezuela restore their political and 
diplomatic relations on the basis of mutual rec-
ognition and respect.

These stakeholders not only lack any evi-
dence to demonstrate the extremely serious 
accusations against me, but they also have built 
a false-positive case in order to criminalise – 
through me – the government of the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela, a country that is decid-
edly waging a war on transnational drug traf-
fi cking business.

You should be aware that when I headed the 
public security corps in my country, in 2008-
2012, our fi ght against drug cartels achieved 
the greatest progress in our history and in the 
western hemisphere, both in terms of the tran-
snational drug traffi cking business and their 
logistics structures. During those years, the 
Venezuelan anti-drug enforcement authorities 
under my leadership captured, arrested and 
brought 102 heads of criminal drug traffi ck-
ing organisations not only to the Venezuelan 
justice but also to the justice of other countries 
where they were wanted. From these 102 cap-
tured drug lords, 21 were promptly deported 
to the USA and 36 to Colombia, in accordance 
with the requests made by the authorities of 
each country and in compliance with the inter-
national agreements on the fi ght against organ-
ised crime, facts formally acknowledged by the 
US and Colombian authorities.

Between 2005 and 2013, the seizure of 

drugs by the Venezuelan authorities averaged 
56.61 tons per year, which is far higher fi gure 
than the 34.94 tons per year averaged in the six 
preceding years, when the US Drug Enforce-
ment Agency (DEA) was operating in Vene-
zuela. This fi gure shows by itself the lack of 
commitment of DEA to fi ghting drugs traffi ck-
ing, and upholds the very well documented 
assertion of the connections between that US 
Agency with the criminal drug organisations.

In addition, Venezuela has always been rec-
ognised by the United Nations as a drug-free 
territory.

The extraordinary progress made by the 
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela in the fi ght 
against drugs traffi cking – which I directed in 
my capacity as head of the public security corps 
– was acknowledged by international organi-
sations, such as the United Nations Organisa-
tion (UNO) and appears from the records in the 
archives of the Judicial bodies of the United 
States and Colombia, which countries also 
acknowledged the efforts that I headed against 
organised crime, which is unprecedented in our 
hemisphere.

Further to the fi rm determination to face 
international drug traffi cking mafi a, President 
Nicolas Maduro enacted a law in 2012 enabling 
the interdiction of any drug-traffi cking aircraft 
violating the Venezuelan airspace. Thanks to 
the modern legal instrument, Venezuela has 
destroyed disabled or brought down over 100 
aircrafts belonging to the drugs transport struc-
ture from Colombia and neighbouring countries 
illegally fl ying over our territory.

Venezuela is waging an all-out war against 
drugs because it is a cross-border crime against 
humanity, and because such fi ght is a shared 
responsibility, as members of the international 
community.

Venezuela also fi ghts drug cartels because 
our country and our people are victims of drug 
traffi cking, particularly of the powerful Colom-
bian illegal drugs industry, the main supplier of 
the drugs that fl oods the streets of the United 
States and Europe.

You would need to investigate further 
before endorsing such false and reckless accu-
sation, crafted by bureaucrats and anti-Vene-
zuelan stakeholders, which sets a dangerous 
precedent in the relation between sovereign 
nations.

The decision of 120 countries to reject 
these illegal measures adopted against Vene-
zuela, clearly demonstrates that this unilaterally 
decision is a serious error of the US Adminis-
tration, contrary to international laws.

But beyond any political and geopolitical 
considerations, OFAC’s decision constitutes a 
serious violation against my human rights and 
seriously damages my dignity and honour.

I have led my personal, professional and 
political life in my country, which I love deeply 
and to which I devote my life through a politi-
cal project whose supreme objective is the hap-
piness of our people, equality and social justice. 
I have no assets or accounts in the United States 
or in any country of the world, and it is both 
absurd and pathetic that an American adminis-
trative body – without presenting any evidence 
– adopts a measure to freeze goods and assets 
that I do not own at all.

The intended sanctions, approved by the 
head of OFAC, on the very fi rst date of his 
confi rmation as Secretary of the Department 
of the Treasury, are illegal and in violation 
of International Law. Acting ex offi cio and 
without any evidence, as an extraterritorial 
police and without having powers to do so, is 
a format that violates the entire international 
human rights system, whose doctrine prevails 
in the world.

Paradoxically, whereas a governmen-
tal offi ce dares to accuse, with no evidence, 
people anywhere in the world – as recognised 
by the international organisations and academ-
ic research – the “war on drugs” has failed all 
over the planet and especially in the US ter-
ritory. Today more drugs are brought into the 
United States than ever before, while a corrupt 
and legal powerful fi nancial structure legiti-
mises and recycles dirty money from this 

international illegal activity, which deprives 
thousands of American young people of their 
life and future.

The United States owes the world and their 
own people a refl ection on the resounding fail-
ure of their fi ght against drugs. In the country 
where the so called “war on drugs” has been 
implemented as a unilateral strategy, the drug 
cartels today are stronger than ever; the pro-
duction of illegal drug has multiplied, bringing 
about economic losses and, more importantly, 
more loss of human lives.

How many chiefs of criminal drug organi-
sations have been captured by the US in its ter-
ritory? How many banks and tax havens have 
been closed down by the US for supporting 
this gigantic illegal business and crime against 
humanity? Even though the US claims an extra-
territorial power to certify, accuse and punish 
people and countries, it has failed to ratify any 
of the international treaties concerning this sen-
sitive issue.

The United States must rethink on this 
matter and rectify, particularly as to the appli-
cation of policies and measures that are clearly 
against the International Law, aggressive and 
unfair in the realm of human rights; in addi-
tion, they are dangerous for the international 
relations and unconstitutional in the light of the 
US Constitution itself.

The US should rectify by recognising that 
only through joint, transparent and honest coop-
eration between the States, the fruits the inter-
national community and world citizens look 
forward in the fi ght against this world calamity 
can be harvested.

I am a Venezuelan citizen; I am a Bolivar-
ian and a Latin-American. I am fully convinced 
of the ideals of independence, justice and free-
dom for which our liberators gave their lives 
and I am willing to submit to the same fate in 
the defence of our sovereignty, our Homeland 
and our People.

Tareck El Aissami
Executive Vice President

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

Tareck El Aissami, Executive Vice President, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

Cross-border 
crimes
Open Letter, 
the Department of the Treasury of 
the United States of America
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Aside from some stunning cinema-
tography, special effects and scen-
ery, this US-China co-production 
lensed, according to IMDB.com, 
on location in Qinqdao and New 
Zealand (!) is more about cashing 
in on the growing international 
audience of the PRC and USA. 
The use of Real 3D and IMAX 3D 
is what The Great Wall is really 
all about – not a story or, heaven 
forbid, character development 
– although to be sure, there is a 
hidden propagandistic message 
about Beijing’s military might 
and policies. Put your 3D glasses 
on and your brains into neutral to 
watch this vapid but eye-popping 
big budget picture which, at 
US$135-150 million, is reportedly 
the most expensive movie ever 
made in China.

The not-so-great Great Wall is 
set around 1,000 CE during the Song 
Dynasty, when Westerners seeking 
what’s called “Black Powder” – gun-
powder – venture forth to China on 
horseback. Mind you, this is a couple 
hundred years before the Venetian 
Marco Polo actually travelled to the 
Middle Kingdom, so you know we’re 
entering the realm of ahistorical fan-
tasy (or as Kellyanne Conman puts it, 
“alternative facts”).

Indeed, what might have been 
an interesting cross-cultural saga is 
just an excuse for a sprawling mon-
ster movie, with Matt Damon and 
Willem Dafoe embarrassing them-
selves in front of the camera with 
what is supposed to be “acting” 
essentially intended to lure Yankee 
Doodle dollars to the box offi ce and 
to give this pic a patina of respect-
ability. Santiago-born Pedro Pascal 
is added to the mix, presumably to 
entice Game of Thrones fantasy buffs 
(he played the HBO series’ Oberyn 
Martell), plus, methinks, that coveted 
Chilean demographic.

An explanatory title at Wall’s 
beginning – by the way, much of the 
fi lm is in Chinese with English sub-
titles, which are heaps of fun to read 
while wearing 3D goggles – claims 
that China’s 5,500-mile long Great 
Wall, the only manmade object large 
enough for astronauts to see from 
outer space, was built not only to 
keep out invading armies, but accord-
ing to legend, to prevent monsters 
called “Taoties” from entering China. 
Most of Wall’s tediously redundant 
plot deals with the Westerners join-
ing forces with the Chinese military 
to defeat the monsters.

Like the early 3D fl ick 1954’s 
Drum of Tahiti, with fl aming spears 
and the like being tossed direct-
ly toward the camera lens, Wall 

functions largely as a platform for its 
high-tech hijinks, with Taotie after 
Taotie seemingly hurled right at the 
viewer. But how many fl aming can-
nonballs can one take? After a while, 
I stopped ducking, because you could 
see it all coming from a mile away, 
and I just felt sorry for Damon and 
Dafoe, that they were so broke (eth-
ically if not fi nancially) that they 
needed the pay-cheque from this 
mindless FX pa-loser.

To be fair, according to the scrib-
bling credits, the masterminds behind 
this script, such as it is, include fre-
quent Damon collaborators on the 
Bourne series Tony Gilroy, Ed Zwick 
and Max Brooks. Although the six 
(half a dozen, and this is what they 
come up with?!) accredited scribes 
are Westerners, like Jackie Chan’s 
Dragon Blade, Wall appears to embed 
propaganda for the Chinese military, 
which is favourably depicted as a 
well-oiled and -trained, extremely 
effi cient fi ghting force with surpris-
ingly advanced weaponry for 1,000 
years ago. In addition to its highly 
coveted “black powder,” the ancient 
Chinese invented the air force with a 
number of hot air balloons (although 
if they’re so brainy how come they 
didn’t come up with baskets for pas-
sengers to ride in, instead of precari-
ous open air platforms?).

The point seems to be: Don’t 

mess with China because in addi-
tion to our Wall we have such a 
professionally disciplined, well-
equipped military we’ll kick your 
asses. Also, there seems to be a mes-
sage about alliances with outsid-
ers: Damon’s William Garin, good; 
Dafoe’s Sir Ballard (a tutor who 
made it to Cathay 250 years before 
Marco Polo), bad; and Pascal’s Pero 
Tovar – who knows? Which way are 
the winds blowing the air balloons 
today?

Interestingly, acrobatic Chinese 
women warriors play an amazingly 
Amazon-like militaristic role – at 
times it’s like a Sino Cirque Soleil! 
Most of the cast, of course, is Chi-
nese, led by Commander Lin Mae of 
the Crane Troop (English-speaking 
actress Jing Tian), who is quite sexy 
in her form-fi tting armoured outfi t. 
Although Lin and William longingly 
exchange goo-goo eyes, they do not 
so much as exchange a kiss. 

There is a long tradition of West-
ern males “conquering” the exotic 
female from the East onscreen, but 
presumably in their mercenary movie 
mission to maximise moolah by sell-
ing tickets and popcorn, this might 
have been considered a sensitive 
sticking point that could offend Asian 
viewers. Better stick to the non-stop, 
brainless violence, if you want boffo 
box offi ce!

This blockbuster is mostly for 
moviegoers who enjoy monster 
movies and/or special FX-laden 
fl icks long on gimmicky explosions 
and short on anything remotely 
resembling the human condition as 
it is lived here on Planet Earth. To 
give it its due, Wall does have some 
breathtaking scenery, although Qin-
qdao, where much of it is shot, is 
located near China’s East Coast, 
nowhere near the real Great Wall. 
Versions of it had to be built for the 
fi lm that contains this structure in its 
very title. Those of us hankering to 
get views of this eighth wonder of 
the world won’t even get that in the 
movie named after it. (It’s interest-
ing that The Great Wall emerges just 
as The Donald rants and raves about 
building another really yuuuuuge one 
along the Mexico border.)

For those of us who love cinema 
as an art form, what’s most disap-
pointing is the depth to which some 
of the talents associated with this pic 
have sunk. Willem Dafoe’s acting 
career was launched by the stellar 
Wooster Group, an experimental the-
atre located in the Performing Garage 
in Manhattan’s SoHo area. He pro-
ceeded to deliver bravura perform-
ances in Oliver Stone’s 1986 Platoon 
and as the title character in Martin 
Scorsese’s 1988 The Last Temptation 
of Christ. Dafoe went Hollywood 

and by 2002 was playing the Green 
Goblin in the comic book fl ick Spi-
der-Man. The actor who once played 
Max Shreck completely squanders 
his talent on this drek.

What’s even sadder is that The 
Great Wall’s great helmsman is 
none other than Zhang Yimou, who 
became a leading light of PRC’s 
post-Cultural Revolution “Fifth Gen-
eration” of fi lmmakers, with hard hit-
ting, intense, often sensuous dramas 
such as 1987’s Red Sorghum, 1990’s 
Ju Dou, 1991’s Raise the Red Lan-
tern and 1995’s Shanghai Triad. By 
2002, with Hero, Zhang was shooting 
“Wu Xia” fi lms, a genre of stylised, 
fantasy kung fu pictures infl uenced 
by Hong Kong movies, including 
2004’s House of Flying Daggers and 
2006’s Curse of the Golden Flower. 
Now, with Wall, Zhang has gone full 
circle, abandoning the character stud-
ies of his sociological earlier work 
for empty spectacles. 

And to make matters worse, 
his fi lms starring Gong Li were far 
sexier than The Great Wall, which 
may enthral fan boys titillated by 
monsters and FX but will bore the 
pants off of most everyone else, as 
artistry is sacrifi ced on the altar of the 
almighty buck and high-tech fi lm-
making. Ka-ching!!!
People’s World 
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The Netfl ix movie The White Helmets was 
up for an Oscar in the “short documentary” 
category at the recent Academy Awards. 
It will not be a surprise, despite the fact 
that the group is a fraud and the movie is a 
contrived infomercial.

The White Helmets is a “feel good” story, 
like a Disney hero movie: 90 percent myth and 
fabrication. Most of what is claimed about the 
Syrian rescue group is untrue. They are not pri-
marily Syrian; the group was initiated by Brit-
ish military contractor James LeMesurier and 
has been heavily funded by the USA, UK and 
other governments.

They are not volunteers; they are paid. This 
is confi rmed in the Al Jazeera video which 
shows some White Helmet “volunteers” talk-
ing about going on strike if they don’t get paid 
soon. Most of the heavy funding goes to the 
marketing which is run by “The Syria Cam-
paign” based in New York.

The manager is an Irish American woman, 
Anna Nolan, who has never been to Syria. As 
an example of its deception, “The Syria Cam-
paign” website features video showing children 
dancing and playing soccer implying they are 
part of the opposition demand for a “free and 
peaceful” Syria. But the video images are taken 
from a 2010 BBC documentary about education 
in Syria under the Baath government.

When eastern Aleppo was fi nally freed 
from the armed militants, it was discovered that 
the White Helmets headquarters were alongside 
the headquarters of the Al Qaeda Syrian mili-
tant group. Civilians from east Aleppo report-
ed that the White Helmets primarily responded 
when the militants were attacked. Soon after 
departing Aleppo in government supplied buses 
the White Helmets showed up in the mountains 
above Damascus where they allied with ter-
rorist groups in poisoning and then shutting 
off the water source for fi ve million people in 
Damascus.

The White Helmets’ claim to be neutral and 
independent is another lie. They only work in 
areas controlled by the rebel groups, primarily 
Nusra /Al Qaeda. Their leaders actively call for 
US and NATO intervention in Syria. The video 
shows White Helmet workers picking up the 

corpse of a civilian after execution and cele-
brating Nusra /Al Qaeda terrorist battle wins.

The movie is as fraudulent as the group it 
tries to heroise.

The fi lm-makers never set foot in Syria. 
Their video footage takes place in southern 
Turkey where they show White Helmet trainees 
in a hotel and talking on cell phones. Thrilling. 
There is some footage from inside Syria but it 
looks contrived. The opening scene depicts a 
White Helmet “volunteer” going to work and 
beseeching his son not to give mummy a hard 
time.

Real or scripted?
Khaled Khatib is said to be the person who 

fi lmed the footage from inside Syria. He has 
reportedly received a US visa and will attend 
the Oscars. This will likely garner special media 
attention. Ironically, some of those who have 
exploited the refugee issue for their own fund-
raising campaigns, like Human Rights Watch, 
are groups which promote the war which cre-
ated the refugee crisis.

Khatib has tweeted the fi rst video he 
took showing the White Helmets. It looks 

remarkably unrealistic, with a girl who was 
totally buried being removed without inju-
ries or wounds or even much dirt. Is it really 
possible to rescue people that quickly? In the 
real world, rescue workers are told to work 
slowly so as to not damage or exacerbate 
body injuries. The original video has the logo 
of Aleppo Media Centre (AMC) which was 
created by the Syrian Expatriates Organisa-
tion. Their address on K Street in Washing-
ton DC suggests this is yet another Western 
funded media campaign driven by political 
objectives.

In the past few days, with perfect timing 
for the upcoming Oscars, there is yet another 
“miracle” rescue ... another girl totally buried 
but then removed and whisked away in record 
breaking time – perfect for social media. Is it 
real or is it contrived?

This raises a question regarding the integ-
rity of the Oscar Academy Awards. Are awards 
given for actual quality, authenticity, skill and 
passion? Or are Oscar awards sometimes given 
under political and fi nancial infl uence? There 
is political motivation to promote the White 
Helmets as part of the effort to prevent the col-
lapse of the Western/Israeli/Gulf campaign to 
overthrow the Syrian government.

These same governments have given boat-
loads of money to fuel the propaganda cam-
paign. Last week Syria Solidarity Movement 
reached out to three marketing fi rms in the LA 
area to request help challenging the White Hel-
mets nomination. Two of the fi rms declined and 
the third said they were already being paid to 
promote the nomination!

The true source and purpose of the White 
Helmets was exposed almost two years ago. 
More recently Vanessa Beeley has documented 
the fact there is a REAL Syrian Civil Defence 
which was begun in the 1950s and is a member 
of the International Civil Defence Organisa-
tions. This organisation is opposite to the group 
created in Turkey in 2013. According to on-the-
ground interviews in Aleppo, terrorists began 
by killing real Syrian rescue workers and steal-
ing their equipment. Since then the White Hel-
mets have been supplied, by the West through 
Turkey, with brand new ambulances and related 
rescue equipment.

Max Blumenthal has written a two part 
detailed examination of the “shadowy PR fi rm” 
behind the “White Helmets”. And Jan Oberg 
has written an overview survey of the “pro” 
and “con” examinations in his work “Just How 
Grey are the White Helmets”.

Yet mainstream media, and some “alterna-
tive” media, continue to uncritically promote 
the myth of the “White Helmets”. The promot-
ers of the group absolutely deserve an award for 
marketing and advertising. This is a fi eld where 
truth and reality is irrelevant; it’s all about sales 
and manipulation. On that basis, the “White 
Helmets” has been an incredible success. The 
group was started as “Syria Civil Defence” in 
Turkey in 2013.

It was re-branded as the “White Helmets” 
in 2014. It was heavily used in 2014 and 2015 
by Nicholas Krisof, Avaaz and others to cam-
paign for all out aggression against Syria. In 
2016 the group received the Rights Liveli-
hood Award and was seriously considered for 
a Nobel Peace Prize. These facts show how cor-
rupt and politically and fi nancially infl uenced 
the Rights Livelihood Award and Nobel Peace 
Prize can be.

The White Helmets movie is a tactic in the 
ongoing campaign of distortion and deception 
around Syria. It’s a fraud, just like the fake kid-
napping of NBC reporter Richard Engel. The 
Oscars will be a demonstration of the integrity 
of the Academy Awards. The reporting on the 
story will be a test of the integrity and accuracy 
of media outlets. 

Ironically, the Israeli mainstream TV pro-
gram I24 presented both sides and titled the 
segment “White Helmets: Heroes or Hoax?” 
In contrast, the highly popular and widely 
respected DemocracyNow has only broadcast 
a puff piece promoting the “White Helmet” 
disinformation. 

The coming days will reveal more about the 
ongoing information war against Syria. Mean-
while an online petition continues to gather sig-
natures to NOT give the Oscar to the White 
Helmets deception.
The integrity of the Oscars has once again 
proved to be nonexistent – White Helmets won 
the short documentary category.
globalresearch.ca 
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Syria’s “White Helmets” 
go to Hollywood

The White Helmets is a “feel good”, story like a Disney hero movie: 90 percent myth and fabrication.
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