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In what is one of its most despicable, low 
acts so far, the Turnbull/Abbott govern-
ment is now attempting to rip billions of 
dollars out of the pockets of social security 
recipients to fund the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme (NDIS) and $50 billion in 
tax cuts for the largest corporations.

On February 8, Social Services Minis-
ter Christian Porter introduced a bill to rob 
social security recipients of more than $7 bil-
lion. Then, on the very next day, the gov-
ernment continued Second Reading speeches 
on legislation to cut company tax rates to 25 
percent.

“We are improving the tax system for 
business and better aligning it with a culture 
of business investment and development to 
foster jobs and growth,” Treasurer Scott Mor-
rison when speaking to the tax cuts in Sep-
tember last year.

The fi rst two points are true. But as for fos-
tering jobs and growth, that is one big lie. Tax 
cuts foster larger profi ts, greater wealth in the 
hands of a few and fund investment in labour 
saving technology or offshore projects. The 
cuts to social security will contribute to the 
funding of corporate tax cuts.

“Political football”
Groups representing people with disa-

bilities have come out strongly rejecting the 
funding of NDIS through cuts to other social 
spending.

“We are shocked and troubled about this 
announcement from Treasurer Scott Morrison 
that once again links cuts to social security 
with funding for the NDIS,” Disabled People’s 
Organisations Australia chief executive Therese 
Sands told the ABC.

“We strongly reject measures that would 
seek to fi ll any perceived or potential shortfall 
in NDIS funding through a shift in revenue 
from other human services.”

She called for politicians to stop treating 
the NDIS like a “political football”.

“Trading off essential and vital disability 
support with cuts is a false economy that will 
hurt many people with disability and is simply 
not on – completely unfair – and goes no way to 
ensure the long term sustainability of the NDIS, 
which the government says is the intention,” 
Sands said.

Targeting the poor
The proposed cuts total an estimated $7.3 

billion. They target age pensioners, low income 
families, students, young unemployed, carers 
and others.

The bill also includes provisions for small 

increases in Family Tax Benefi t Part A, the 
youth allowance, paid parental leave and 
childcare subsidies as well as the company 
tax cuts.

“The government must halt the relentless 
attacks on people on low incomes and aban-
don its unfair budget strategy. Families on 
low-incomes, the unemployed, single parents, 
students, people with a disability and aged pen-
sioners should not be treated as easy targets,” St 
Vincent de Paul Society National Council CEO 
Dr John Falzon said.

“We cannot afford company tax cuts and 
generous tax concessions to the wealthy, when 
at the same time the government claims to lack 
the revenue it needs to fund basic family pay-
ments, income support and essential services 
like schools, health care and community legal 
services.

“Despite more than two decades of uninter-
rupted economic growth, inequality in Australia 
is growing and people are being forced to turn 
to charity as a default mode of delivering social 
security,” Falzon said.

Age pensioners hit again
More than 330,000 age pensioners lost or 

had their pensions cut from January 2017 with 
the introduction of a harsher assets test. Now 
they are expected to make a further contribution 
to “budget repair”.

New pensioners face a reduction of $14.10 
per fortnight for singles or $10.60 each per fort-
night for couples as the government removes 
the energy supplement. Commonwealth Sen-
iors Card Holders would also lose their supple-
ments. This might only mean a glass of wine to 
Morrison, but for pensioners every cent counts.

Age pensioners are already struggling to 

survive with the help of charities and families 
on incomes well below the poverty line. The 
government should be increasing pensions by 
at least $50-$60 a week and phasing out assets 
and means testing.

It is a class question, a choice between 
putting retired workers or profi ts fi rst.

Superannuation tax breaks, which serve the 
rich as a massive tax rorting scheme, cost tax-
payers $32 billion annually – one and a half 
times the cost of Medicare! Budget repair is 
needed, but along lines of cutting out the super-
annuation and other tax rorts, and increasing 
the pension.

Racist undertones
The period over which the age pension 

and some other payments can be paid while 
overseas will be reduced from 26 to six weeks 
at their normal means-tested rate of payment 
before the amount is adjusted according to the 
pensioner’s working-life residence.

This change only affects pensioners who 
have spent less than 35 years of their working 
life in Australia. A pensioner who has resided 
in Australia for less than 35 years of their work-
ing life would have their pension rate reduced 
after six weeks abroad on a pro rata basis after 
being overseas according to how long they have 
lived in Australia.

This will also apply to some widow B pen-
sion recipients, and disability support pension 
recipients who presently have unlimited port-
ability and whose continued inability to work 
occurred overseas rather than in Australia.

This is most likely to affect migrants who 
wish to visit families or even spend their latter 
years in their homeland. It has racist and puni-
tive overtones. Economically, it makes no 

sense. The government claims the ageing popu-
lation is a problem and rising medical costs are 
unsustainable. Why discourage seniors from 
spending months or even years overseas, the 
amount of pension paid is peanuts in the big 
scheme of things? The savings in aged care 
facilities, hospital and medical bills would be 
far larger.

The age pension supplement would be 
removed after six weeks. The supplement was 
introduced in 2009. It combined the value of 
existing allowances for telephone, utilities 
allowance, pharmaceuticals and a GST supple-
ment into a single payment.

Families
The Family tax benefi t Part A supplement 

will be phased out by January 2018 and family 
tax benefi t Part B supplement will also be 
phased out.

There would be an increase in the maxi-
mum fortnightly payment rates of Family Tax 
Benefi t Part A by $20.02 per fortnight for each 
child in a family aged up to 19. The youth and 
disability support pension recipients living at 
home would be increased by $19.37 per fort-
night for under 18-year-olds.

Presently, mothers can access to both 18 
weeks of paid parental leave as well as any 
employer-provided parental leave pay. The bill 
increases the maximum number of weeks of 
government-provided paid parental leave from 
18 to 20 weeks but employer-provided leave is 
deducted from the government payment.

The childcare subsidies still fall far short 
of what is required if low income workers are 
to gain access to quality care without spending 
most of their income on childcare.

Continued on page 2
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Fuelling fear and hostility
As the homogenisation of the various interconnected fascist 

groupings in Australia – their “normalisation” – by the media 
and the two major parties gathered momentum and white noise, 
on February 10, the fascist PR lobby the Q Society hosted a fun-
draising dinner at Victoria University’s city convention centre 
in Melbourne. The event, deceptively titled “defend freedom of 
speech”, was to raise funds for legal fees related to a defamation 
law suit by Mohamed El-Mouelhy, a Halal certifi er.

The Q Society continually pushes the line of Islam/terrorism 
and is lobbying parliament to ban Halal food certifi cation. The 
event at Victoria University also made clear the Society’s roots in 
the raving hate of fascist terrorist vigilantes; make mayhem out of 
unreason and exploit the worst of harboured fears and impulses.

In 2014 the Q Society toured far-right Dutch MP Geert Wilders, 
who advocates a total ban on Muslim migration. At another money 
gathering Q Society dinner held in Sydney, Larry Pickering, car-
toonist and special guest stated “Let’s be honest, I can’t stand 
Muslims.” Cory Bernardi, former Liberal Party senator, was a 
key note speaker at the event in Melbourne. Bernardi has been a 
vocal opponent of Islam, opposes reproductive freedom for women 
and has linked same sex marriage to bestiality.

Ideologically, the common propaganda line of aligned fascist 
forces in the industrialised western countries – among them 
National Front in France, Freedom Party in the Netherlands, 
Alternative for Germany party, UKIP in Britain, its most promi-
nent member the Trump administration – is based on a mantra 
that Western Civilisation (the “civilised world”) is in a global war 
against … a religion, Islam.

General Michael (“Mad Dog”) Flynn was Trump’s choice as 
national security advisor who he was obliged to dump when Flynn 
contravened US law. In his book The Field of Fight, Flynn states: 
“We’re in a world war against a messianic mass movement of evil 
people, most of them inspired by a totalitarian ideology, Radical 
Islam.”

The owner of the right wing US drum-beater news stream 
Breitbart, Steve Bannon, has used it to forge closer ties to fascist 
groupings in Europe. Bannon, as Trump’s chief strategist, speaks 
in terms of a “global war” against Islam. (It is instructive to recall 
that Tony Abbott, when ensconced in the PM’s offi ce, pushed as 
a priority Australia’s role in what he constantly called the “evil 
forces ... coming to get us”.)

Trump, in his inaugural address, pledged to defend, not the 
“free world”, but the “civilised world”: to lay down a mantra of 
the west in civilisational and racial terms. This is why for example 
even if Trump loses the legal battle over his ban on refugees from 
Muslim majority countries, he will return to it with other measures. 
Further terrorist incidents will fuel the fear and hostility.

In next month’s WA elections the Liberal Party will give its 
preferences to One Nation. This has been explained away by the 
Turnbull government as being based on One Nation’s increased 
“sophistication”: its normalisation into the political mainstream.

As to the recent Q Society hate fests, an anti-racist student 
group, in an “open letter” stated:

“Victoria University has a very diverse student and staff popu-
lation whose human rights and freedom to go about their daily 
lives are threatened by the repressive and reprehensible ideas of 
the Q Society.

“Providing a venue for the Q Society contradicts the univer-
sity’s vision of being ‘… open and excellent, creating exceptional 
value for any student from any background and uplifting the 
communities in which we operate.’

“It also threatens Victoria University Safer Community strategy 
which is designed to foster an inclusive and safe environment for 
staff, students and the broader community.

“Hosting the Q Society contravenes the University’s policy that 
clearly states that facilities will NOT be made available for: (a) 
Unlawful activities or activities that may be a breach of University 
policies; (b) Activities that are in confl ict with or deemed incompat-
ible with the University’s values or strategic direction.

“We demand the university issue an apology and donate any 
money received from the Q Society or any affi liated institution to 
the Islamic Society of Victoria University or other related student 
and/or staff bodies.”

PRESS FUND
Stars of the ABC TV program Planet America claim they can 
“sort out fake news from alternative facts”. And speaking of fake 
news, PM Malcolm Turnbull says one Australian bank decided 
to drop its credit card charges slightly last week because of his 
government’s policy of ticking the banks off in federal parliament 
Wake up Turnbull! The banks dropped their rates in the hope of 
avoiding a full Royal Commission into their corporate behaviour. 
But speaking of money, we really need your support by way of 
contributions to the Press Fund, so if you possibly can, please send 
us in something for the next edition. We offer our sincere thanks to 
those who contributed this week, as follows:

G Dittura $5, C Greer $50, N H $50, S Laghed $5, 
Mark Mannion $10, “Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $10

This week’s total: $135 Progressive total: $1,170

“
QUOTE OF THE WEEK

History calls those men the greatest who have ennobled themselves 
by working for the common good; experience acclaims as happiest 
the man who has made the greatest number of people happy.

Marx, Refl ections of a young man (1835)
”
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Angry construction workers 
gathered on the steps of 
parliament in Adelaide last 
Wednesday to make clear their 
rejection of laws hindering the 
CFMEU in its efforts to keep 
building sites safe. The mood was 
worsened with the announcement 
the previous Friday that charges 
against the builder of the new 
Royal Adelaide Hospital over the 
death of construction worker Jorge 
Castillo-Riffo 27 months ago were 
to be dropped. Jorge was crushed 
by a scissor lift and the matter was 
to go to trial three days later.

Pam Gurner-Hall, Jorge’s partner 
of 14 years, addressed the crowd 
and read the impact statement 
she was intending to present to 
the court. CFMEU General and 
Construction SA state secretary 
Aaron Cartledge, national 
president Joe McDonald, national 
secretary Dave Noonan and SA 
Unions secretary Joe Szakacs 
also hammered the complicity 
of big business and reactionary 
political forces to prevent unions 
doing their vital job in the area of 
occupational health and safety. 
SA has the most restrictive right of 
entry requirements of any state in 
Australia.

Continued from page 1

Unemployed youth 
an easy target

Unemployed youth take a king 
hit. The government wants to extend 
by one week the waiting period for 
the youth allowance and introduce 
a four-week waiting period before 
under-25s receive income support. 
In all that totals fi ve weeks.

At the same time the bill pro-
vides for an increase in the qualifying 
age for Newstart allowance and sick-
ness allowance from the present 22 
years to 25 years of age. In the future 
young people between the ages of 22 
and 24 years could claim the youth 
allowance instead of Newstart.

While unemployed youth are 
attempting to live on fresh air for fi ve 
weeks before becoming eligible for 
income support, they will be made to 
jump through the usual bureaucratic 
hoops and activities.

When they eventually receive 
income support they will fi nd it has 
been reduced by $45 a week. The 
Youth Allowance is presently $438 
and the Newstart Allowance is $528 
a week. Surviving on $528 a week in 
a city such as Sydney or Melbourne 
is diffi cult enough, let alone meeting 
the costs of study, transport, clothing 
for job interviews and so on.

And Social Security Minister 
Christian Porter has the gall to claim 
the bill will “improve the fairness 
and sustainability of government 
payments”!

Porter disingenuously attempts to 

defend the government’s cuts: “With 
youth unemployment more than 
twice as high as the general unem-
ployment rate at 13.3 percent com-
pared to 5.8 percent as at December 
2016, it is imperative that the income 
support system provide the greatest 
incentives for young people to fi nd 
work and be self-suffi cient where 
they are able to, or to undertake fur-
ther education or training to increase 
their employability.”

Behind the Minister’s words lies 
more than a hint of the usual “dole 
bludger”, “work shy” tones. He talks 
as if unemployment is a “lifestyle 
choice”.

Driving people into poverty does 
not make them more employable. It 
is more likely to create health issues 
and make it more diffi cult to fi nd 
a job. Nor does it create jobs in a 
market where the number of unem-
ployed seeking work far outnumber 
by many times the number of job 
vacancies.

For youth in particular, without 
previous work experience or possibly 
the necessary skills, it can be more 
like mission impossible.

As for gaining skills and qualifi -
cations, prohibitive university, TAFE 
and VET fees make it extremely diffi -
cult. There are student loan schemes, 
but how many young unemployed 
want to risk running up debts that 
can run into the tens of thousands of 
dollars.

The government is also propos-
ing cutting out the education entry 
payment. Another move makes it 
more diffi cult to study.

Neo-liberal agenda
We are constantly being told 

about unsustainable spending on wel-
fare, Medicare and the age pension. 
But the facts do not stack up.

One of the fastest growing areas 
of expenditure is on military. The 
government, on instructions from the 
US, has an annual military spending 
target of two percent of GDP. It is 
budgeting, and has quarantined this 
budget, for one trillion dollars over 
the next 20 years.

At the same time it is punishing 
people for being poor. It treats the 
unemployed, people with disabili-
ties and others with total contempt. 
It sends out dog whistles with its spin 
to sell its unpalatable actions.

Behind these cuts, lies the neo-
liberal agenda of phasing out income 
tax and privatising government serv-
ices. The two bills before Parliament 
serve these ends. They are very much 
part of the class struggle in Australia 
and require strong opposition from 
working class organisations and 
people.

As Falzon says, “Poverty is not a 
personal choice. But our willingness, 
as a society, to remove the causes of 
poverty and inequality, is a choice 
…” National Overview 2015, St Vin-
cent de Paul Society.

So far Labor and the Australian 
Greens have come out against the 
cuts. Pauline Hanson supports them 
and Nick Xenophon is in agreement 
with the government on some of 
them. 



Guardian February 22, 2017  3Australia

Screen Australia is looking for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander storytellers with big ideas, 
and aspiring Indigenous creative producers, to take 
part in two new programs this year.

The [Black Space] Web Series Initiative and Indig-
enous Producers Internship Program have been devel-
oped by Screen Australia’s Indigenous Department. 

[Black Space] will be an opportunity for Indige-
nous creators, online video content producers and video 
bloggers to be part of a new generation of screen sto-
rytellers, bringing their projects to life as web series.

The program is aimed at Indigenous talent with 
ideas at a “production-ready” stage to create a series 
of three to fi ve stand-alone episodes of four to 10 min-
utes, which could be a comedy, drama, mockumentary, 
factual, or any other relevant genre.

Two successful creative teams will be funded up to 
$200,000 each to produce their concepts, to be made 
entirely for online publication, and will be invited 
to attend a two-day workshop focused on marketing 
online content.

Applications must be submitted by Aboriginal and/
or Torres Strait Islander writers. The team’s core crea-
tive members must be Indigenous for the project to be 
eligible.

Project producers must have at least one eligible 
short drama or documentary credit. [Black Space] 
applications close on April 10.

The second initiative – the Indigenous Producers 
Internship Program – will provide paid opportunities 

for up to three Indigenous producers to be mentored 
and trained by experienced screen producers working 
at Australian production companies.

The internship program is designed to help more 
Indigenous producers break into the screen industry, 
provide sustainable ongoing salary-based employment 
and increase screen credits for producers at the early 
stages of their career.

It is also an opportunity for established production 
companies to take on emerging creatives, expand their 
own skills sets and contribute to an Australian screen 
sector that is richer and more diverse.

The Producer Internship Program is similar to the 
one Ryan Griffen undertook at Goalpost Pictures, where 
he developed the ABC series Cleverman and kick-start-
ed his career.

Internships may be completed full-time over a one 
year period or on a part-time basis over two years, with 
Screen Australia’s Indigenous Department contributing 
between $50,000 and $70,000 to the salary of the pro-
ducer placement. Production companies are encouraged 
to supplement this amount with their own contribution.

Production companies involved in the Indigenous 
Producers Internship Program may be Indigenous or 
mainstream, and applications must be jointly completed 
by the Indigenous producer intern and the production 
company mentor, in agreement with a solid work plan.

Indigenous Producer Internship Program applica-
tions close on February 24.
Koori Mail 

From the archives The Socialist, September 1982

We the undersigned unanimously reject 
the Productivity Commission’s Recom-
mendations on copyright in Australia. 
The recommendations to change copy-
right protections will harm the ability 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island-
er fi lm and television makers, writers, 
artists, musicians and journalists to tell 
Indigenous stories and make a living.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
artists and creators have a right to receive 
fair payment for their work. The changes to 
Australian copyright laws being pushed by 
the Productivity Commission, large organ-
isations and big technology companies will 
greatly diminish these protections.

This is not just unfair, it is a threat to 
the artistic mob and means it may be even 
harder to make a living for the next gen-
eration of artists. Our kids should be able 
to grow up inspired by artists like Albert 
Namatjira and Emily Kame Kngwarreye, 

listening to music from artists like Dan 
Sultan and Jessica Mauboy and watching 
movies like Bran Nue Dae and Samson 
and Delilah and TV shows like Black 
Comedy and Basically Black and reading 
books like Shake a Leg and My Place.

Ownership, responsibility and control 
by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples of their cultural heritage is par-
amount. The suggested changes will 
have a detrimental impact on the stories, 
imagery, knowledge and heritage which 
is embodied in our story-telling and artis-
tic works.

Ownership is also a way of economic 
empowerment for those artists who earn 
money from selling, reselling and repro-
ducing their works.

We call on the Australian govern-
ment and parliament to rule out these 
proposed changes from the Productivity 
Commission.

Open Letter

Opposition to Productivity Commission 
Recommendations on copyright in Australia

[Black Space] 
ready for storytellers

Behind the scenes of Cleverman: Director Wayne Blair and director of 

photography Mark Wareham are at the monitor. Production designer Josephine 

and creator Ryan Griffen are behind.

Politics in the Pub Perth presents

The People’s Choice? 
WA State Election 2017

6-8 pm Wednesday February 22
43 Below Bar & Restaurant

43 Barrack Street, Perth CBD opposite Perth Town Hall

Guest speakers: In alphabetical order from 
the Arts Party, Greens, ALP and Socialist Alliance to discuss the issues, 

policies and processes of the coming election.

Hosted and chaired by the CPA

Food and drink available

blog: polticsinthepub.blogspot.com.au

For more information: perth@cpa.org.au 0419 812 872

• Vernon Ah Kee (Artist)
• Jada Alberts (Actor, Writer,Director)
• Dave Arden (Musician)
• Bronwyn Bancroft (Artist, Fashion Designer 

and Copyright Agency Board Member)
• Bibi Barba (Artist)
• William Baron (Performer, Composer)
• Larissa Behrendt (Filmmaker, Academic)
• Richard Bell (Artist)
• Kevin Bennett (Musician)
• Rachel Bin Salleh (Publisher)
• Mervyn Bishop (Filmmaker)
• Wayne Blair (Filmmaker, Director, Actor)
• Brendon Boney (Singer, Songwriter)
• Adam Briggs (Musician, Writer and Actor)
• Troy Cassar-Daley (Musician)
• Beck Cole (Director and Screenwriter)
• Brenda Croft (Curator, Academic)
• Julie Dowling (Artist)
• Leah Flanagan (Singer, Songwriter)
• Julie Gough (Artist, Writer and Curator)

• Aroha Groves (Artist, Designer)
• Rarriwuy Hicks (Actor)
• Terri Janke (Copyright Lawyer)
• Melissa Lucashenko (Writer)
• Jessica Mauboy (Singer, songwriter, 

Actress)
• Rachael Maza (Artistic Director, Actor, 

Narrator)
• Philip McLaren (Author, Academic)
• Sally Morgan (Author, Dramatist)
• Hunter Page-Lochard (Actor)
• Bruce Pascoe (Writer, Teacher,Historian)
• Sandra Phillips (Academic, Chair of the 

First Nations Australia Writers’ Network 
(FNAWN) and Chair of the Advisory Board 
of the Centre for Indigenous Story)

• Leah Purcell (Actor, Director, Writer)
• Kim Scott (Novelist, Writer)
• Shari Sebbens (Actor)
• Bjorn Stewart (Actor, Writer)
• Dan Sultan (Singer, Songwriter)

• Jared Thomas (Author, Playwright, Poet, 
Academic)

• Gina Williams (Singer, Songwriter)
• Tara June Winch (Writer)
• Jason Wing (Artist)
• Anita Heiss (Author, Presenter and 

Commentator)

Organisations
• AACHWA (Peak body for Aboriginal Art 

Centres across Western Australia) 
• Boomalli (Aboriginal Artists Co-operative 

representing 50 artists) 
• Desart (representing over 40 Central 

Australian Aboriginal Art Centres) 
• Indigenous Art Centre Alliance 

(Representing 13 arts centres across far 
north Queensland)

• Koori Heritage Trust
• Moogahlin Performing Arts 

Incorporated 
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Peter Mac

This week Seven West Media 
(SWM), which runs Channel 
Seven, will seek a permanent ban 
on public statements by former 
executive assistant Amber Har-
rison about her period of employ-
ment with the company.

The case, which concerns an 
affair between Harrison and SWM’s 
chief executive, David Horner, is 
remarkable because of extreme 
actions the company has taken to 
silence Harrison and recover compa-
ny information and equipment they 
say she retains.

After the affair ended in July 
2014 an internal accounting inves-
tigation was carried out and Harri-
son was charged with misusing credit 
cards and making purchases amount-
ing to $14,000.

She admitted the offence, but 
later pointed out that senior staff fre-
quently played “fast and loose” with 
credit cards, and that she was the only 
person among 4,000 SWM employ-
ees who had been investigated.

She also publicly revealed her 
affair with Horner. The company 
claimed it was “inappropriate” and 
docked him $100,000, but later pro-
moted him from head of TV to chief 
executive.

Harrison was not dismissed over 
the credit card misuse, allegedly 
because of her poor health, and in an 
astonishing move in October 2014 
the company offered her $100,000 
(minus the $14,000) on condition that 
she return a mobile phone, laptop and 
copies of emails and SMS transmis-
sions, and enter into a confi dentiality 
agreement.

SWM subsequently claimed she 
hadn’t met these conditions, and 
hired accountancy firm Deloittes 
to further investigate her fi nancial 
transactions. They alleged she had 

undertaken questionable transactions 
amounting to $262,000.

Harrison denied this, but the 
company sacked her immediately. 
She took them to court, and SWM 
offered her another $350,000 on 
condition of confi dentiality and the 
return of the company property.

SWM paid $250,000 plus 
$50,000 for her legal costs, but then 
claimed she’d discussed the case 
with journalists, made copies of the 
documents, and retained the property.

In December last year Harrison 
alleged publicly that sexual abuse 
of female employees was common 
in SWM, that Horner had also mis-
used company credit cards and used 
cocaine, and that their relationship 
had adversely affected his profes-
sional conduct and her work.

The company denied those alle-
gations and hired lawyers Allens 
Linklater to investigate SWM’s activ-
ities and review the 2014 Deloittes 
investigation. 

Former Victorian premier 
Jeff Kennett, now an SWM board 
member, claims that female members 
of the company’s staff interviewed by 
Allens Linklater have rejected Harri-
son’s allegations and “taken action to 
defend their reputations”, and that the 
investigation has exonerated Horner 
from the allegation of credit card 
misuse.

In February SWM obtained 
a temporary injunction prohibit-
ing Harrison from further public 
discussion of the issues. They also 
threatened her with action under the 
Proceeds of Crimes Act, and warned 
other media organisations not to 
reproduce her tweets about the case.

However, Kennett himself may 
have breached the injunction by 
engaging Harrison in a Twitter battle 
on the day the injunction was issued!

What secrets are in the phone, 
laptop and documents? 

On February 4 this year Harri-
son declared “The lesson for women 
is don’t work for Seven West Media 
and [don’t] expect to be treated 
equally and with respect. Male exec-
utives at Seven West Media have just 
been given the green light to prey on 
female staff, and if there is any objec-
tion Seven will smash you with their 
legal juggernauts.”

The mobile phone, laptop and 
documents may contain material con-
fi rming those allegations. It passes 
belief that SWM would pay Ms Har-
rison $380,000 to regain the property 
if it was only to avoid further embar-
rassment from the release of “more 
salacious emails or texts”, as Ken-
nett claimed.

Moreover, Kennett’s odd state-
ment about certain women having 
“taken action to defend their 

reputations” implies they stand 
accused of having willingly had 
affairs with male executives. But 
that wasn’t Harrison’s allegation at 
all. She said they were unwilling vic-
tims, and if she’s right, it isn’t their 
reputations that need defending but 
those of the male executives.

Was Kennett’s statement a 
subtle hint that the women’s reputa-
tions would be under threat if they 
confi rmed Harrison’s allegation of 
abuse? None of the female employ-
ees have publicly rejected the alle-
gations, and Sheila McGregor, a 
non-executive director of the compa-
ny, resigned the day before release of 
the Allens Linklater report, sparking 
rumours that she disagreed strongly 
with its fi ndings.

For his part, SWM chairman 
Kerry Stokes has referred to Har-
rison’s allegations as irrelevant and 
insubstantial. But he himself has 
described the company’s payments 
to her as “compensation”, seemingly 
a tacit admission that she herself was 
the victim of abuse.

A picture is now emerging of a 
company where sexual abuse and 
bullying are commonplace, and 
where protest will lead to reprisals, 
if necessary by brutal legal force.

And that’s not all. Evidence 
provided during a 2014 court case 
referred to payment by Channel 7 of 
$25,000 to Mercedes Corby regard-
ing her sister, convicted drug smug-
gler Schappelle Corby.

SWC denied making any pay-
ment, but profi ting from crime is a 
criminal offence, and the Australian 
Federal Police subsequently raided 
SWC’s offi ce, with warrants to pre-
vent the proceeds of crime going 
overseas. They failed to fi nd incrim-
inating evidence. SWC then sued 
the AFP, and received a public apol-
ogy for “unnecessary reputational 
damage”.

However, on February 9 Harri-
son tweeted images of a 2014 email 
from a Channel 7 executive, saying 
“We got Mercedes signature late last 
night. So very close.” The E-mail 
was sent two days before Schappelle 
Corby was released from prison.

Harrison sent another image of 
an email sent by an executive during 
the AFP raid, assuring the company 
it had nothing to worry about, and 
saying “It isn’t an offence to pay 
money and the authorities are enti-
tled to go after the payee”.

If the feisty Harrison can produce 
evidence from the phone, laptop and 
documents that sexual misconduct 
is rife within the company’s ranks, 
and/or that SWM did actually pay 
Mercedes Corby, the sky will fall 
upon the company’s corporate head. 
That possibility would certainly 
make sense of SWM’s payment of 
$380,000 to Harrison.

But will this week’s court hear-
ing reveal the answers? As they say, 
watch this space. 

David Horner and Amber Harrison.

Abuse and criminal 
behaviour allegations

Torture treaty and 
offshore detention
Ratifi cation of the Optional Pro-
tocol to the Convention against 
Torture (OPCAT) has the poten-
tial to radically improve condi-
tions in detention in Australia 
and offshore, says the Australian 
Lawyers Alliance (ALA).

Australian Lawyers Alliance 
spokesperson, barrister Greg Barns, 
said this treaty would provide for 
inspections of all places of deten-
tion, shining a light on places where 
the risk of torture and ill-treatment 
are highest.

“The United Nations Optional 
Protocol to the Convention against 
Torture doesn’t restrict its atten-
tions to prisons. All places where 
people are kept against their will be 
scrutinised under this treaty, includ-
ing police stations and immigration 
detention facilities,” Barns said.

The treaty applies to all places 
under the “jurisdiction and con-
trol” of the government. Where a 
government detains people in other 
countries, the Subcommittee on 
the Prevention of Torture (SPT) 
recommends that they enter into 

an agreement with that country to 
allow monitoring of offshore deten-
tion facilities.

Barnes said that as such, there 
is no reason the treaty would not 
apply to offshore immigration 
detention and that the OPCAT is a 
unique human rights treaty, bring-
ing implementation of human rights 
obligations home to Australia. It 
establishes the SPT, which conducts 
visits to places of detention, has pri-
vate interviews with detainees and 
makes recommendations to reduce 
the risk of torture and ill-treatment.

Mr Barns said that OPCAT also 
requires countries to establish their 
own monitoring bodies, known as 
National Prevention Mechanisms 
(NPMs), which are responsible for 
regularly monitoring detention, and 
reporting back to the government 
and the SPT to eliminate the risks of 
mistreatment.

“The Australian Lawyers Alli-
ance has been calling for this treaty 
to be ratifi ed for years. Given the 
dire situation in Australian deten-
tion facilities in Nauru and Manus 

Island, agreements must be sought 
with those countries to allow Aus-
tralian monitors to enter the facili-
ties, interview detainees and assess 
the risk of torture.

“Australian workplace health 
and safety law applies in these 
countries, and monitoring is abso-
lutely essential.

“The treaty will also have an 
important impact at home. Over 
the past 12 months we have seen 
horrifi c instances of torture and ill-
treatment across Australia. In the 
Northern Territory, the mistreat-
ment of children in Don Dale has 
been occurring for years. Despite 
the clear risks of mistreatment, chil-
dren continue to be detained in adult 
prisons in Victoria.

“Deaths in custody may con-
tinue if there is no monitoring, Any 
death in custody is horrifi c,” said 
Mr Barns.

“This treaty will have an imme-
diate, positive impact in ensuring 
that people detained by Australian 
governments are kept safe.” 

Sydney

Join in the Launch of 

Common Action
We live in a society not an economy – A collective project to 
change the national debate about our economy and society

5:30 pm for 6:00 pm 
Wednesday February 22

Sydney Trades Hall Auditorium 
(enter from 367 Sussex St)

Refreshments provided -video clips, discussion starters
www.commonaction.org.au

RSVP contact@commonaction.org.au
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Capitalist propaganda would have 
it that the Cold War was begun by 
the dreaded Commies, determined 
as they were to overthrow democ-
racy and impose their dictatorship 
everywhere.

If you defi ne the Cold War as 
a form of aggression conducted by 
means of propaganda, espionage and 
subversion, it actually began in 1917, 
as soon as it became clear that Ker-
ensky’s capitalist regime in Petrograd 
had been given the boot by a work-
ing people’s revolution. At times the 
Cold War morphed into a “real” war, 
a shooting war: in 1918 (until 1922), 
again in 1938, and most ferociously 
of course in 1941 (until 1945).

In 1945, US politicians tour-
ing Allied forces occupying their 
sector of Germany, tried to urge US 
troops to “go on and fi nish the job” 
by marching on Moscow. It was too 
soon, however. The troops they were 
unsuccessfully hectoring still saw the 
USSR as not only their ally against 
Hitler but as the awesome power that 
had clobbered the bulk of the Nazi 
war machine.

Capitalism realised that it would 
have to step up its propaganda if it 
was to successfully change peo-
ple’s attitudes from those that they 
had developed during the war-time 
anti-fascist coalition. Churchill made 
his notorious “iron curtain” speech, 
apparently unaware that he was ech-
oing the words of Josef Goebels, 
and the Cold War became openly 
acknowledged. Waging it was ruth-
lessly stepped up.

After WW2 the Western capitalist 
powers waged the Cold War against 
not only the USSR but also against 
the countries of Eastern Europe and 
the Communist parties of Western 
Europe. The latter had risen great-
ly in public esteem because of their 
leading role in the war-time anti-Nazi 
resistance. In Asia and North Africa, 
Cold War was replaced by actual war 
to re-establish colonial possessions.

As the colonial system broke 
down in the face of a growing nation-
al liberation movement, the capitalist 
powers used Cold War strategies to 
thwart the new developments. When 
these were insuffi cient they resorted 
to outright aggression.

Despite the fact that the capital-
ist powers were organising military 
intervention and coups all around the 
world, their propaganda blithely con-
tinued to promote the idea that the 
Cold War was entirely the work of 
the “Reds,” masterminded from the 
Kremlin against the peace-loving 
West.

In the 1950s, capitalism’s 

ongoing war against Communism 
– sometimes hot, sometimes cold 
– extended into a determined right-
wing attack on democratic rights in 
the developed capitalist countries 
themselves, under the cloak of “pro-
tecting democracy”. The campaign 
took its name from its most notori-
ous practitioner in the US: Senator 
Joseph McCarthy.

Although progressives within 
bourgeois democracy were ultimate-
ly able to overcome the excesses of 
McCarthyism, the Cold War contin-
ued unabated, alongside a ruinous-
ly costly arms race and persistent 
recourse by the capitalist powers 
(principally the United States) to 
coups and military assaults.

The overthrow of Socialism in 
the USSR and Eastern Europe was 
the apogee of the Cold War. The long 
campaign by imperialism found a 
most effective ally in Mikhail Gor-
bachev, whose political naiveté saw 
him connive at aiding the so-called 
“colour revolutions” that imperial-
ism organised among the trusting 
population of Eastern Europe, most 
of whom thought they were going 
to keep all the benefi ts of Socialism 
while somehow adding the freedoms 
capitalist propaganda was always 
banging on about. Gorbachev even 
conspired to dissolve the Socialist 
USSR despite a national plebiscite 
voting to retain it.

Gorbachev was succeeded by the 
venal Boris Yeltsin and opportunism 
in the USSR ran rampant. Adven-
turers and fortune hunters who had 
secured places in the Communist 
Party and government during Brezh-
nev’s period, when self-aggrandise-
ment and the pursuit of the good 
life was actively encouraged, now 
morphed into would-be capitalists. 
The leadership of the Young Com-
munist League embraced capitalism 
with particular enthusiasm.

State institutions and enterprises 
suddenly became the private prop-

erty of politicians. The country’s 
assets were looted by those who were 
charged with protecting and preserv-
ing them. Gorbachev himself seized 
the Lenin Institute in Moscow as his 
own private property (although he 
was later made to give it back.) Over-
all, in this brief period, the USSR/
Russia saw more wealth ripped out 
of the country and shipped abroad 
than it lost to the Nazis in the whole 
of WW2!

The biggest thieves amassed 
huge fortunes, becoming infamous as 
“the Russian oligarchs”, and invest-
ing their ill-gotten fortunes in the 
capitalist West. After he had seen off 

Yeltsin to become Russian president, 
Vladimir Putin would try to recover 
some of that stolen wealth but with 
only limited success.

Holding together
The warriors of the Cold War, 

of course, thought that the advent 
of Yeltsin heralded the longed-for 
break-up of Russia, but Putin, despite 
his hostility towards the Communist 
Party (of which he had been an active 
member), held the country together 
while reviving many symbols and 
traditions of the Soviet era (especial-
ly in the military).

When a Scandinavian journalist 

asked Putin why he left the Commu-
nist Party, Putin replied: “I never left 
the Party; the Party left me.” A very 
interesting response.

The overthrow of Socialism 
in the USSR was heralded by the 
spokespersons of the West as sig-
nalling “the end of the Cold War”. 
They even trumpeted that the West 
had “won” it. But with the failure 
of Russia to conveniently collapse, 
as it was intended to do, they hast-
ily revived the Cold War in all its 
aspects. Russia (and, when required, 
China as well) replaced the USSR 
as the enemy and it was business as 
usual. 

Russia’s president Vladimir 
Putin was demonised as everything 
from a scheming despot to a victim 
of “Soviet nostalgia”, which is appar-
ently a bad thing. When the people in 
the Crimea voted overwhelmingly in 
favour of rejoining Russia in a plebi-
scite, Putin was – and still is – rou-
tinely accused of “annexing” it. 

As part of this renewed Cold 
War, all the old anti-Communist slurs 
and misinterpretations of history are 
being revived and trotted out again 
in the capitalist “news” media. If it is 
anti-Communist or anti-Russian (or 
both) it is almost guaranteed a page 
in one or other of the major bourgeois 
newspapers, whatever the source.

ASIO’s moles
In Australia, they are particularly 

fond of “revelations” about the sup-
posed activities of “Soviet spies” in 
our midst, which an unkind person 
could characterise as “anti-Soviet 
nostalgia”. The advantage of stories 
about intelligence agents is that there 
is seldom any evidence, let alone 
proof. All you need is supposition 
and innuendo. And bourgeois media 
can provide plenty of that!

In October last year, the publi-
cation of The Secret Cold War, The 
Offi cial History of ASIO, 1975-1989, 
written by a couple of Canberra aca-
demics, John Blaxland and Rhys 
Crawley, was seized on for a fl urry 
of stories about how Soviet Intelli-
gence had successfully put a mole in 
the Australian agency and his or her 
identity was never discovered. Ever 
since the revelations of the success of 
Soviet agents Kim Philby and Donald 
MacLean working within Britain’s 
Secret Intelligence Service (MI6), 
western intelligence services have 
been paranoid about Soviet moles.

Although Blaxland and Craw-
ley can offer no concrete evidence 
as to the existence of this supposed 
“mole” in ASIO, let alone his or her 
identity, they still assert that “it now 
appears evident that [Soviet Intel-
ligence] succeeded” in penetrating 
their Australian counterpart. They 
glumly conclude: “Thousands of 
hours of covert surveillance aimed 

at exposing Soviet espionage opera-
tions had been for naught because of 
the penetration of the Organisation.”

If anyone is surprised by that 
estimate of “thousands of hours of 
covert surveillance”, consider this: 
Aaron Patrick, writing about the 
offi cial ASIO history in the Austral-
ian Financial Review, notes that “the 
fi les show that ASIO allocated huge 
resources fi ghting intelligence-gath-
ering by the Soviet Union and its sat-
ellite states during the Cold War.”

Although we can safely assume 
that ASIO would brag about any suc-
cesses it had in getting agents into the 
embassies of the Socialist countries, 
even allowing for the necessity of 
keeping agents’ identities and loca-
tions secret, Blaxland and Crawley 
just as glumly report that here too 
ASIO was “unsuccessful”. 

Patrick notes that their book 
records that a “series of operations” 
ASIO planned against the Polish 
Intelligence Service, centred on their 
new Canberra embassy which they 
moved into in 1977, “failed badly – 
the book doesn’t specify how”. But 
of course the assumption is that it 
was the work of the mysterious mole.

This is a convenient assumption, 
freeing ASIO from responsibility for 
its various failures, except for the 
crucial one of failing to identify the 
actual mole (if he in fact existed).

In another more sober article on 
this same subject a few days later 
in the same paper, Brian Toohey 
observed that Blaxland and Crawley 
“put great emphasis on the existence 
of a mole in ASIO, without present-
ing hard evidence.”

Toohey doesn’t regard the pres-
ence of a mole as necessarily dam-
aging. He quotes “a former head of 
ASIS, Ralph Harry, [who] told me 
that the success of the former West 
German Chancellor Willy Brandt’s 
policy of detente ‘was greatly assist-
ed by the presence of a senior Soviet 
bloc agent in Brandt’s offi ce’.”

Toohey, however, has not 
allowed for the potential benefi ts of 
a “mole hunt” to the renewed Cold 
War. 

Australia

Taking Issue – Rob Gowland

The renewed Cold War

Despite the fact that the capitalist 
powers were organising military 
intervention and coups all around 
the world, their propaganda blithely 
continued to promote the idea 
that the Cold War was entirely 
the work of the “Reds”. 
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“I was born in Guatemala. My mother, who’d 
gone to work in the US, was deported back 
home. Later she returned to the US, and sent 
for me and sister Gaby. We were 12 and 10 
years old. My uncle sent us off with a group 
crossing the border at Nuevo Laredo. I had 
my Bible with me, and I thought, ‘I have 
faith’. They took us to a part of the desert, 
and at night we all began to walk.

“We were going to see my mom, so we 
packed our favourite clothes. You’re 
supposed to have dark clothes that aren’t 
visible, but Gaby wore her best bright white 
pants. The group huddled around to hide her. 
There was a sense that they had to protect the 
kids. After walking we had to cross the river, 
and took off our clothes to wade through the 
water. One of my shoes was swept away, and 
a lady gave me hers. Then we had to run, and 
at the end her feet were all cut up. But we 
were so glad we made it.”

Lucia Pedroza

“I came to the US with a coyote. It cost me 
$2,000 to cross the line. I took a bus to Naco, 
Sonora. We spent three days in an empty 
house, sleeping on the fl oor, men and women 
together. I was worried by all the stories I’d 
heard about women getting raped. Then one 
afternoon the coyote took us down into a 
ravine. We climbed into a pipe, crawling on 
hands and knees, one person behind the next.

“The pipe was only about four feet around, 
with sewage running at the bottom. It was 
very dark, and the coyote warned us not 
to go off to the side or we’d get lost. I was 
very scared, but I needed to make it across. I 
prayed to the saints. I arrived in Lumberton, 
North Carolina, on a Saturday, went to mass 
and gave thanks to God on Sunday, and went 
to work in the fi elds on Monday. With the 
fi rst money I made I bought a saint and gave 
him to the church there.”

Guadalupe Marroquin

These women, two of the millions who’ve 
crossed the border between the United 
States and Mexico in the last two decades, 
describe this perilous journey as they lived 
it. For them, the border is not just geog-
raphy, or a wall or a river. It is a passage 
of fi re, an ordeal that must be survived in 
order to send money from work in the US 
back to a hungry family, to fi nd children 
and relatives from whom they have been 
separated by earlier journeys, or to fl ee an 
environment that has become too danger-
ous to bear.

Some do not survive, dying as they try to 
cross the desert or swim the Rio Bravo, or mur-
dered by gangs in northern Mexico. To them 
the border region has become a land of death.

But the border is also a land of the living. 
Over the past half century the once-small towns 
of Ciudad Juárez and Tijuana have become 
cities of millions. A huge part of the industrial 
workforce of southern California, South Texas 
and New Mexico lives and works, not on the 
US side of the border, but on the Mexican side 
and is part of the production and supply chain 
that delivers products to US consumers. There 
people build homes out of cardboard and ship-
ping pallets cast off by the factories – the maq-
uiladoras. The dirt streets of their barrios often 
end at the border wall itself. Many neighbour-
hoods have no sewers and fl ood when it rains. 
Electricity is stolen by hooking up to power 
lines, while drinking water comes in a truck, 
and people must pay to fi ll the tank in front of 
their homes.

The border is the scene of some of Mex-
ico’s sharpest social struggles. In Maclovio 
Rojas, outside Tijuana, land occupiers fi ght 
the police in sight of the border wall for the 
right to build homes. Workers in Juarez’s fac-
tories organise independent unions, and when 
they’re fi red they set up tent encampments, like 
Occupy, at the gates. This upsurge is not new 
– it’s been going on for more than 100 years. 
In 1906 Colonel William Greene, owner of the 
huge copper mine in Cananea, just a few miles 
south of Arizona in Sonora, brought the Ari-
zona Rangers across the border to put down 
a strike now considered the fi rst confl ict of 
the Mexican Revolution. Mexican unions sent 
organisers north across the border to help Texas 
farm workers organise their fi rst unions in the 
Rio Grande Valley in the 1930s.

Border politics
The border is a vast area with a vibrant 

social history. Over the past three decades it has 
also become a powerful social symbol, espe-
cially the wall that’s been built in fi ts and starts, 
underlining the separation of our two countries. 
The border played a big part in electing Donald 
Trump president, whose campaign rallies fea-
tured chants of “Build the Wall!” and promises 
to deport millions of people. Mexicans angry 
at the wall’s symbolism – Keep out! – and at 
their own President Enrique Peña Nieto for not 
challenging Trump’s campaign insults of Mexi-
cans, may well dump Peña’s political party in 
the next election.

So people in the US need to understand 
what goes on at the border. This country needs 
a reality check about the wall, as one ele-
ment of coming to terms with the sources of 

migration and protecting the human rights of 
migrants and working people generally. Rich-
ard Misrach is one of a number of photogra-
phers who have sought to present that reality. 
Over several trips to the border between 2009 
and 2015 he took photographs of the wall 
and its environs. In the course of that work, 
he developed a collaboration with musician 
Guillermo Galindo. Together they created 
a book of photographs, Border Cantos, and 
a website where people can hear Galindo’s 
music – www.bordercantos.com.

Both the book and the website are the prod-
ucts of a great deal of work. Border Cantos is a 
very large book. Some 185 of its 274 pages are 
given to Richard Misrach’s photographs taken 
along the border. The last part consists of pho-
tographs of instruments Galindo has created 
from objects found in the area near the border 
wall. The website features 22 of his works cre-
ated on these instruments, from 20 seconds to 
over four minutes in length.

One of Galindo’s instruments is the Ropó-
fono. “This loom,” he says, “a powerful symbol 
of home and tradition in Latin America, rotates 
a loop of discarded clothing. Contact micro-
phones mounted on three arms amplify the 
sound of the clothing as it rotates” (200). Here 
Galindo is seeking to connect with the culture 
of the migrants who are crossing, and to create 
a sound – that of clothing – they might have 
heard as they were walking through the desert. 
It is a way, he believes, to create a voice for 
people who passed that way – who might have 
survived the experience, but who also might 
have perished in the crossing.

This is not the same, however, as listening 
to the actual voices of migrants themselves, at 
least those who survived, like Pedroza and Mar-
roquin. It is important to hear those voices also, 
and to understand the concrete experience of a 
border crosser. But it is perfectly legitimate for 
Galindo, as an artist, to use physical pieces of 
that experience to create what is both a work of 
art and a tribute to the human beings involved. 
When you listen to the different instruments 
on the website, one after another, they create 
a broad texture, making the listener consider 
the ways the sounds connect to the experience.

Effigies and cast-offs
Misrach’s photographs (other than the ones 

of the instruments) are mostly full-page colour 
plates, with occasional collages of multiple 
smaller images. They are divided into eight 
chapters, or “cantos”. The fi rst and largest 
shows the border wall as it crosses the desert 
and other remote locations. Two focus on the 
Border Patrol’s mechanisms of enforcement – 
the detritus left on shooting ranges and the tires 

dragged across the sand to reveal the tracks of 
migrants who later walk through the area. Two 
sections are images of the remnants of pass-
ing migrants – strange sculptural effi gies in the 
vague shapes of people and cast-off and lost 
articles from backpacks to tennis shoes. One 
section shows the water containers left by activ-
ists who put them in the desert in hopes that 
migrants suffering thirst and heat prostration 
will fi nd them. Another “canto” contains pho-
tographs of the wall as it passes through urban 
areas. The last, “The Other Side / El otro lado” 
has images of Mexico shot through the bars or 
mesh of the wall itself.

The fi rst section contains the best-known 
images – the iron bars of the wall as it snakes 
through the desert, up and down hillsides. 
They are carefully framed compositions requir-
ing substantial investments of time, repeated-
ly using perspective to dramatise the relation 
between the wall and the land. Misrach creates 
stark landscapes, devoid of people (as are most 
of his images). In many, the wall seems over-
whelmed by its surroundings, a line of bars or 
obstacles made small in a much larger environ-
ment. As it presently exists, the wall is only a 
few decades old, in its oldest sections. Already 
even the newer wall of 20-foot iron bars is rust-
ing. This is not the Great Wall of China – it is 

Book Review by David Bacon

The Border Wall, in photograph

Photos: Richard Misrach
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clear this wall is not a work for the ages. Nor is 
it a great accomplishment of human labour or 
engineering. Building it clearly didn’t produce 
many jobs. Skilled construction workers – elec-
tricians, pipe-fi tters, and bridge builders – were 
not needed here.

Absurdity
The images reinforce an understanding 

that the wall’s main importance is its symbol-
ism – its ability to win higher budgets for the 
Department of Homeland Security and votes 
for Donald Trump. Given that about 4.5 million 
Mexican migrants lived in the US in 1990, and 
12.7 million by 2008, the wall had almost no 
impact on stopping migration across the border, 
despite its catastrophic human cost.

Some of Misrach’s images, especially the 
wide panoramas, are reminiscent of those shot 
by other photographers. Images by Mark Klett, 
Victoria Sambunaris, and Alec Soth, included 
in a 2012 San Francisco Museum of Art show 
titled “Photography in Mexico: Selected Works 
from the Collections of SFMOMA and Daniel 
Greenberg and Susan Steinhauser”, all consid-
er the border as landscape. In others, Misrach 
shows the wall’s absurdity and irrationality. 
“Wall, Near Brownsville, Texas” (2013) is one 
of several that show a fragment of wall in the 

middle of nowhere. Clearly someone could just 
walk around one end or the other. In another 
photograph, the wall runs through a Texas golf 
course, but with openings and missing sections 
so golfers can play through.

Missing from the book, though, are images 
of those sections of the wall, like those in San 
Ysidro or El Paso, where the border is like a 
military installation, with high-intensity lights, 
multiple barriers, and lots of Border Patrol 
agents in SUVs.

The photographs of Border Patrol detritus 
– spent shells and perforated targets on a shoot-
ing range, or chained tires – don’t really convey 
the reasons why migrants fear the “migra.” In 
another section, one photograph does show a 
street in Nogales, Arizona, from which Jose 
Antonio Elena Rodriguez, while standing on a 
street in Nogales, Sonora, was shot by a Border 
Patrol agent through the bars of the wall. Mis-
rach’s two images of this same section of the 
wall show small posters of Rodriguez pasted 
onto the bars on the US side, but for some 
reason neither photograph was taken at the 
place where the shooting actually occurred, 
where Mexicans have erected a memorial on 
the street below.

Nevertheless, Misrach shows, with 
both target range and Nogales images, that 

militarisation has a terrible human cost. Further, 
Misrach shows his support for the efforts made 
by US activists to save migrants from dying of 
thirst, with a section of images of water con-
tainers left in desert. Some show the hatred 
motivating those who’ve shot holes into the 
containers, draining out their precious water.

The section that ties the photographer to 
the musician contains images documenting 
the items discarded by migrants. “The sto-
ries behind these artefacts – who left each one 
behind and why – will forever remain a mys-
tery,” Misrach says (145). Some were used 
by Galindo to make the instruments pictured 
in the book’s last section. It is an exercise in 
forensics, trying to see the people in what they 
leave behind, without seeing the people them-
selves, hearing their voices only in the instru-
ments made from their discarded possessions. 
“There are many reasons why I refuse to con-
sider my pieces recycled art objects,” Galindo 
says. “The instruments for the Cantos project 
are meant to enable the invisible victims of 
immigration to speak through their personal 
belongings” (193). Presumably Misrach takes 
these photographs for the same reasons. But the 
people are invisible in this book by the choice 
of the photographer. He has deliberately decid-
ed to take photographs of the land and objects, 
revealing human presence in most cases only 
by implication.

“The Other Side”
The last section of photographs, “The 

Other Side / El otro lado,” consists of images 
of Mexico and Mexicans, taken through the 
bars of the wall themselves. It highlights the 
two main limitations in Misrach’s approach to 
the border. This is the only section of the book, 
with a few exceptions, that contains images of 
people. And the images are almost all taken (as 
are almost all the images in the book) on the 
US side of the border. In this last section we 
see people through the bars as though they were 
prisoners in Mexico. They have no personality. 
Why not go across and talk with them?

Border Cantos does not pretend to be a 
sociological study of the border, or to document 
the reasons why people migrate, their living 
conditions, or social struggles in the border 
area on the Mexican side. But the reader does 
come away wondering why Misrach had so few 
images taken from that side. What does the wall 
look like to the people living south of it? Even 
the phrase “el otro lado” is very common in 
Mexico, but refers to the US side, not, as Mis-
rach uses it, to refer to Mexico. Mexican pho-
tographer Leopoldo Peña, who photographs 
migrant Indigenous Mexican communities in 
Los Angeles, asks, “What separation is the 

photographer [Misrach] suggesting when he 
does not allow the other side of the border to 
emerge?”

There is a long history of artists interpret-
ing the border-crossing experience. In San 
Francisco, Pearl Ubungen developed a public 
dance performance, Refugee (1995), as a politi-
cal challenge to the denial of immigrant rights. 
At one point she dances among wet concrete 
blocks along a rope pulling her from one place 
(or one country) to another. In another scenario, 
a section of the border wall on wheels chases, 
and is chased by, both migrants and border 
patrol agents.

The wall itself has been used for some 
years for art protesting the death of migrants, 
or highlighting the migrant experience. In the 
fi rst years of the mass deaths of Operation 
Gatekeeper, at the end of the 1990s, Tijua-
na artists made sculptures of the plastic water 
bottles left in the desert to rescue migrants. 
They placed them on the wall itself with 
crosses and the names of people found dead 
in the wilderness. Other artists, myself includ-
ed, have used the wall for public exhibitions, 
mounting large photographic prints on the bars 
showing the lives of migrants on the US side. 
This has been done only on the Mexican side, 
since the US Border Patrol prevents such dis-
plays, and often even simple access, on their 
side of the barrier.

Misrach has had several museum exhibi-
tions of the Border Cantos images. The photo-
graphs deserve broader venues, however, with 
diverse audiences, if they are to have a strong 
social impact. And if, as Galindo desires, his 
music is to “enable the invisible victims of 
immigration to speak” (193) where can they 
fi nd an audience of listeners willing to act to 
change social reality? A gallery or museum 
interested in the commodifi cation of art is not 
a place where a large audience will be found 
that is committed to an active fi ght to stop the 
abuse and death of migrants at the border.

Border Cantos can be a powerful tool to 
inspire that action if it reaches those people pre-
pared to act. The need for this is undebatable. 
The US has a new President who says he is 
building an even bigger wall on the border, and 
who threatens to imprison and deport millions 
of people who have crossed it. It is more impor-
tant than ever to understand what that wall 
means to the people who’ve encountered it.
Border Cantos 
Photographs and text by Richard Misrach.
Instruments, sound installations, scores, and 
text by Guillermo Galindo. 
Introduction and epilogue by Josh Kun. 
Published by Aperture, April 2016.
People’s World 
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Andre Vltchek

They call him “Ahok”, and 
according to many, he is the 
best thing that ever happened to 
Jakarta – this enormous, polluted 
and until recently unloved capital 
city of Indonesia.

Very loosely translated, “Ahok” 
is an abbreviation of the Chinese 
words (yes, he is ethnic Chinese). 
The meaning is: “never stop learn-
ing” (ban-hok), a piece of advice 
given to him by his greatest role 
model – his father.

And learning he is! Instead of 
just doing what his predecessors have 
been doing for decades – aimlessly 
travelling to Western Europe, the 
United States and Japan, Ahok goes 
where he can actually really discover 
things that are implementable in his 
city, one so full of grave problems – 
China and Latin America.

Before him, almost everyone 
gave up on Jakarta. The city’s rep-
utation was terrible, and the verdict 
and diagnoses of many became short 
and dark: “Beyond salvation, beyond 
repair!”

Jakarta has been suffering all 
imaginable ills: from endemic cor-
ruption, toxic bureaucracy and inef-
ficiency, to the epic traffic jams, 
pollution, deadly annual fl oods (due 
to its terrible drainage system), lack 
of modern garbage collection and 
garbage processing, appalling fi lth 
(rivers and canals clogged with trash, 

waste covering sides of the roads), 
notorious lack of green spaces and 
parks, and the almost total lack of 
cultural institutions. Public transpor-
tation could be described at best as 
a joke.

The most talented brains were 
leaving. Expats found it impossible 
to convince their families to follow 
them to the “Big Smoke” (one of 
the city’s nicknames), and most of 
them decided to settle in Singapore 
or Kuala Lumpur, “commuting” to 
Jakarta on a weekly basis.

Capitalist and pro-Western to 
the core, Jakarta has been offering 
some of the most cynical images 
of social inequality on Earth: posh 
5-star hotels and shopping malls, and 
deadly slums in their vicinity. Poor 

people simply ceased to exist; their 
plight didn’t matter.

Then came Ahok!
In just over two years, Jakarta 

has changed. Its infrastructure has 
been getting better: there are new 
green areas and parks, and new 
public transportation projects. Canals 
and rivers are being cleaned and the 
drainage is improving (as a result, 
during the rainy seasons, the fl oods 
are not reaching their previous dev-
astating levels).

But above all, there is now hope. 
It lifts and it transforms the entire city 
and its surrounding areas. Expecta-
tions of the people are suddenly high.

Khairul Mahadi, a retired civil 
servant, is content:

“In my opinion, there is great 
progress achieved under Ahok’s lead-
ership, especially when it comes to 
the public services. There are also 
some signifi cant changes in work 
ethics of the local government. Their 
services are faster, and the culture of 
bribes is almost gone.”

Anton Hinawan, an architect, 
agrees:

“The most important thing about 
his leadership is that the local gov-
ernment’s budget is not used for 
bribes and corruption. Funds are now 
used for development, and it is vis-
ible. I’m very optimistic, and I sup-
port his leadership. If elections are 
fair, he should have no problems of 
winning.”

Elections are right around the 

corner, scheduled for February 15. 
Ahok is supported by over 40 per-
cent, which is nearly double the 
backing enjoyed by the next most 
popular candidate.

But Ahok is stepping on too 
many feet, and his anti-corruption 
drive is not necessarily popular with 
the elites of the country. Even less so 
are his attempts to relocate and house 
the poor, and to provide them with 
adequate medical care.

His enemies are ingenious and 
venomous.

Now he is on the election trail, 
but he is also facing a trial for 
“defaming Islam”, a twisted case 
brought against him by his politi-
cal opponents and based on a gross 
manipulation of the language.

To make things worse, some 
Indonesians loathe him for being 
ethnically Chinese, in a country that 
is known for its racial intolerance, 
for the genocides in East Timor and 
Papua, and countless anti-Chinese 
pogroms.

Still, most of Jakarta’s residents 
are pragmatic. The Governor’s per-
formance seems to be much more 

important to them than his race or 
religion.

Ms Mustika Purwanegara, a pro-
fessor at the prestigious Bandung 
Institute of Technology (ITB) is all 
praises for Ahok:

“I admire what he has been doing 
for Jakarta. He is a great leader, and 
he works for the people, unlike what 
we have here in West Java. Other 
cities in Indonesia should be follow-
ing his example.”

But is he doing too much, in 
such a short time? Can he really sur-
vive in a country that is constantly 
dragged down by inertia and by the 
corruption rooted in Suharto’s era? 
Rachmad Mekaniawan, the CEO of a 
construction management company, 
Ciria Jasa:

“Ahok is insane! But Jakarta 
needs truly a crazy person as a leader. 
Who else would dare to start tack-
ling, for instance, seemingly unsolv-
able problems of capital’s traffic 
congestion by beginning to build 
various modern modes of public 
transportation?”

Mekaniawan is an Ahok fan, but 
even he is uncertain about wheth-
er the governor can get re-elected, 
with all those powerful political and 
economic forces trying to derail his 
campaign.

Several years ago, in a back-
room of a restaurant, a prominent 
Indonesian businessman told me 
that no comprehensive public trans-
portation network would ever be 
allowed to grow in Jakarta, because 
the foreign car and scooter makers 
had already totally corrupted the city 
government. An effective mass tran-
sit scheme would signifi cantly reduce 
their profi ts.

Still, Ahok dares. Now there 
are ten-carriage second-hand Tokyo 
subway trains running on rapidly 
improving commuter rail tracks, two 
elevated LRT lines are being con-
structed, the airport rail link is about 
to open by the end of 2017, and 11 
previously notorious bus-ways are 
receiving new and modern vehicles.

Suddenly there is hope, but there 
is also fear.

Late in the evening, I visited his 
Rumah Lembang in Central Jakarta, 
a support centre for the Ahok’s cam-
paign. There I informally spoke to his 
two volunteer aides, one Muslim, one 
Christian.

The atmosphere was tense. It 
was clear that what is taking place in 

Jakarta is having an enormous impact 
on the entire Indonesia. People all 
over this vast archipelago are watch-
ing, and beginning to demand the 
same changes that are taking place 
in the capital.

“Do you expect the elections to 
be manipulated?” I asked.

“Yes … We see that there is defi -
nitely such a possibility,” I’m told by 
Rekky Silalahi. He continues:

“Those who are determined to 
vote for Ahok are already facing 
some serious problems: like getting 
their election cards issued …”

“What if the elections are rigged? 
Would there be an explosion?” I 
wanted to know.

“There would be a big one,” I 
was told. “If he’d lose fairly, than 
it’s okay. If rigged, there would be 
huge trouble.”

Southeast Asia is boiling, awak-
ening: Thailand before the coup, 
Philippines under the present admin-
istration, and now Jakarta, the enor-
mous and scarred capital city of 
perhaps the most complex nation in 
the region.

Here, changes have come with 
the new and enlightened leaders. 
Some of them have managed to plant 
fragile seeds of hope, something that 
had not been done for decades, under 
the Western-sponsored dictatorships 
and pseudo-democracies. 

After that, the expectations of 
people grow very quickly. And with 
the expectations comes a strong 
determination to fi ght for, to defend 
even those small gains that have 
already been made.
Information Clearing House 

Get re-elected or die!

Basuki Tjahaja Purnama – “Ahok”.

May Day May Day 

International BrigadeInternational Brigade

Cuba – April 24 to May 8, 2017

On the occasion of the International Workers’ Day, 
and as a special tribute to Fidel Castro and Ernesto Che Guevara 

(The 50th anniversary of Che’s death)

In addition to the voluntary work, participants will visit places of historical and social interest, 
receive lectures on our reality, and will have the opportunity to exchange with representatives of 

different social and political organizations, with Cuban workers and unionists.

The Brigade will take place in the provinces of Havana, Artemisa, Villa Clara and Cienfuegos, Cuba

Registration will be open until March 30, 2017
The Cuban Institute of Friendship with the Peoples (ICAP) and its travel agency Amistur Cuba, SA

For more info: www.cpa.org.au/whats-on

“The most important thing about Ahok 
leadership is that the local government’s 
budget is not used for bribes and 
corruption. Funds are now used for 
development, and it is visible.”
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Ramzy Baroud

Empirical historical evidence combined 
with a little common-sense are enough to 
tell us the type of future options that Israel 
has in store for the Palestinian people: per-
petual apartheid or ethnic cleansing, or a 
mix of both.

The passing of the “Regularisation Bill” on 
February 6 is all we need to imagine the Israeli-
envisaged future. The new law allows the Israe-
li government to retroactively recognise Jewish 
outposts built without offi cial permission on 
privately-owned Palestinian land.

All settlements – offi cially recognised set-
tlements and unauthorised outposts – are illegal 
under international law. The verdict has been 
passed numerous times by the United Nations 
and, more recently, pronounced with unmis-
takable clarity in UN Security Council Reso-
lution 2334.

Israel’s response was the announcement 
of the construction of over 6,000 new housing 
units to be built throughout the Occupied Pal-
estinian territories, the construction of a brand 
new settlement (the fi rst in 20 years), and the 
new law that paves the way for the annexation 
of large swathes of the occupied West Bank.

Undoubtedly, the law is the “last nail in the 
coffi n of the two-state solution”, but that is not 
important. It never mattered to Israel, anyway. 
The talk of a solution was mere smoke and 
mirrors as far as Israel was concerned. All the 
“peace talks” and the entirety of the “peace 
process”, even when it was in its zenith, rarely 
slowed down the Israeli bulldozers, the con-
struction of more “Jewish homes” or ended the 
unceasing ethnic cleansing of the Palestinians.

Writing in Newsweek, Diana Buttu 
described how the process of building settle-
ments is always accompanied by the demolition 
of Palestinian homes. One hundred and forty 
Palestinian structures were demolished since 
the beginning of 2017, according to the United 
Nations Offi ce for the Coordination of Humani-
tarian Affairs in the Occupied Territories.

Since Donald Trump was sworn in as presi-
dent of the US, Israel has felt liberated from its 
obligation to doublespeak. For decades, Israe-
li offi cials spoke passionately about peace, 
and did everything in their power to hinder 
its attainment. Now, they simply do not care. 
Period.

They have perfected their balancing act 
simply because they had to, because Washington 

expected it, demanded it. But Trump had given 
them a blank cheque: do as you please; set-
tlements are not obstacles to peace; Israel has 
been “treated very, very unfairly” and I will 
correct that historical injustice, and so on.

Almost immediately after Trump was inau-
gurated as president on January 20, all masks 
came off.

On January 25, the real Benjamin Netan-
yahu resurfaced, dropping his act altogether, 
and declaring in enviable brazenness: “We are 
building, and we will continue to build” illegal 
settlements.

What more is there to talk about with Israel 
at this point? Nothing. The only solution that 
mattered to Israel is Israel’s own “solution”, 
always driven by blind American support, 
European uselessness and always imposed on 
the Palestinians and other Arab countries, by 
force if needed.

The guardians of the grand charade of the 
two-state solution, who shrewdly crafted the 
“peace process” and danced to every Israeli 
tune are now bewildered. They have been outed 
by Israel’s dreadful plans that shot their “solu-
tion” right between the eyes, leaving Palestini-
ans to choose between subjugation, humiliation 
or imprisonment.

Jonathan Cook is right. The new law is 
the fi rst step towards the annexing of the West 
Bank or, at least, most of it. Once small out-
posts are legalised, they would need to be forti-
fi ed, (“naturally”) expanded and protected. The 
military occupation, in effect for 50 years, will 

no longer be temporary and reversible. Civil 
law will continue to apply to Jews in Occu-
pied Palestinian Territories and military laws 
on occupied Palestinians.

It is the very defi nition of Apartheid, in case 
you are still wondering.

To meet the “security needs” of the settlers, 
more “Jewish-only” bypass roads will be con-
structed, more walls erected, more gates to keep 
Palestinians away from their land, schools and 
livelihood will be put up, more checkpoints, 
more suffering, more pain, more anger and 
more violence.

That is Israel’s vision. Even Trump is grow-
ing frustrated by Israel’s shamelessness and 
audacity. He called on Israel in an interview 
with Israel Hayom newspaper to “be reasonable 
with respect to peace”.

“There is so much land left. And every 
time you take land for settlements, there is less 
land left,” Trump said. He is backtracking on 
promises he made with regard to moving the 
US embassy and the unchecked expansion of 
the settlements and more, as he is realising that 
Netanyahu and his US supporters have led him 
to a cliff and are now asking him to jump.

But it matters little, anyway. Whether 
Trump holds on to his extremely pro-Israel 
position or reverts to a wishy-washy stance sim-
ilar to that of his predecessor, Barack Obama, 
reality is unlikely to change – for only Israel is 
ultimately allowed to infl uence outcomes.

Israeli lawmakers’ approval of the bill is, 
indeed, an end of an era. We have reached the 

point where we can openly declare that the so-
called “peace process” was an illusion from the 
start, for Israel had no intentions of ever con-
ceding the occupied West Bank and East Jeru-
salem to the Palestinians.

The Palestinian leadership is hardly blame-
less in all of this.

The greatest mistake that the Palestinian 
leadership committed (aside from its disgrace-
ful disunity) was entrusting the US, Israel’s 
main enabler, with managing a “peace proc-
ess” that has allowed Israel time and resources 
to fi nish its colonial projects, while devastat-
ing Palestinian rights and political aspirations.

Returning to the same old channels, using 
the same language, seeking salvation at the 
altar of the same old “two-state solution” will 
achieve nothing but waste further time and 
energy.

But Israel’s humiliating options to the Pal-
estinians can also be read in a different way. 
Indeed, it is Israel’s obstinacy that is now leav-
ing Palestinians (and Israelis) with one option, 
and only one option: equal citizenship in one 
single state: a horrifi c apartheid and more 
ethnic cleansing.

In the words of former President Jimmy 
Carter: “Israel will never fi nd peace until it 
permit(s) the Palestinians to exercise their basic 
human and political rights.”

That Israeli “permission” is yet to arrive, 
leaving the international community with the 
moral responsibility to exact it.
Information Clearing House 
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The “peace talks” rarely slowed down the Israeli bulldozers and the construction of more “Jewish homes”.

Israel’s vision: Terrifying

Army veterans 
stand at Standing Rock
US veterans are returning to 
Standing Rock to support and 
protect Native American protest-
ers as the Dakota Access Pipe-
line continues to meet resistance 
despite President Trump’s execu-
tive order to continue construc-
tion of the US$3.7 billion pipeline.

The veterans are gathering in 
Cannon Ball, North Dakota, with 
many on their way.

“We are prepared to put our 
bodies between Native elders and a 
privatised military force,” said Air 
Force veteran Elizabeth Williams. 
“We’ve stood in the face of fi re 
before. We feel a responsibility to 
use the skills we have.”

The Standing Rock Sioux Tribe 
has vowed to fi ght the president’s 
order to push ahead with the pipe-
line despite the US Army Corps of 
Engineers stating it would cancel 
its planned environmental impact 
study and grant a permit for con-
struction of the fi nal phase of the 

pipeline beneath Lake Oahe to go 
ahead.

The protest camps are being 
prepared for fl ooding that is 
expected to come as temperatures 
increase. The veterans’ presence 
will present a challenge to law 
enforcement wishing to remove 
water protectors from the area.

Previous clashes between secu-
rity offi cials and protesters have 
been violent, with police deploy-
ing water cannons, rubber bullets 
and teargas at protesters. Private 
contractors also set dogs on the 
demonstrators.

The Veterans Stand group 
is fundraising for the protesters 
who continue to resist the pipe-
line being built by Energy Trans-
fer Partners, and has raised close to 
over US$220,000 so far. It said the 
increase in “turmoil and uncertain-
ty” at Standing Rock has inspired 
them to act.

More than 1,000 veterans came 

to Standing Rock in December. 
Whilst there, they apologised to 
Native Americans for the US gov-
ernment’s treatment of the country’s 
Indigenous people. Veterans Stand 
doesn’t expect the same veteran 
presence as before, but it will pro-
vide support to the camps through 
its fundraising.

“The biggest misconception is 
that Veterans Stand wants to do any-
thing aggressive in response,” Vet-
erans Stand founder Michael Wood 
Jr told CNN. “People want to do 
something and they just don’t know 
what to do. We just want to give 
people a platform.”

“We’re not coming as fi ghters, 
but as protectors,” Jake Pogue, a 
Marine Corps vet, said. “Our role 
in that situation would be to simply 
form a barrier between water pro-
tectors and the police force and 
try to take some of that abuse for 
them.”

“Finally, it’s the US military 
coming on to Sioux land to help, 
for the fi rst time in history, instead 
of coming on to Sioux land to kill 
natives,” veteran Dan Luker said.
RT – Russia Today 
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Gov’t deception 
on energy
Electricity is really different 
from everything else. It cannot 
be easily stored, and we cannot 
do without it, which makes 
opportunities to take advan-
tage of Australia’s increasingly 
deregulated market, endless. It 
is a public good that must be 
protected from private abuse. A 
good article was in The Brisbane 
Times “How Christmas prawns 
explain Australia’s power black-
outs” by Richard Denniss.

“Just as the Howard government 
once claimed incorrectly that refu-
gees were throwing their children 
into the water, the Turnbull gov-
ernment is deliberately misleading 
the public about the cause of black-
outs and energy shortages around 

the country. Blaming renewable 
energy for causing the blackouts 
is simply the latest attempt by this 
government to blame the victims of 
their policies. Unfortunately, victim 
blaming has a long but proud record 
in Australia.

“As the rest of the world invests 
heavily in solar, wind, batteries, 
energy effi ciency and the redesign 
of electricity markets to ensure that 
consumers and the environment 
are protected, the Turnbull govern-
ment is doubling down on its pro-
tection of Australia’s coal industry. 
As coal demand from India and 
China winds down, our subsidies 
for new coal mines and new coal-
fi red power stations are just begin-
ning to ramp up.”

Game Law applied to electricity 
generation would state “any system 
that can be gamed, will be gamed, 
and at the worst possible time”. 
And a market approach for electric-
ity is inherently gameable. Austral-
ia cannot allow private interests to 
create artifi cial or even real short-
ages and retain control of our power 
generation.

Supply and Demand
The demand for electricity in the 

modern world is far from stable. We 
use a lot more electricity in the day-
time than in the night-time. We use a 

lot more electricity on very hot and 
very cold days than we do on aver-
age days, and the biggest peaks in 
demand occur in the late afternoons 
on very hot days, when homes and 
factories both want power.

When South Australia experi-
enced “load shedding” earlier this 
month, which left tens of thousands 
of households in the dark, the Pelican 
Point gas power station was not run-
ning at capacity.

California in the US had a simi-
lar situation in 2003 where it had a 
generating capacity of 45GW. They 
had severe blackouts at a time when 
demand was 28GW.This demand 
supply gap was created by energy 
companies, mainly the notorious 
Enron, so they could create an arti-
fi cial shortage. Energy traders took 
power plants offline for “mainte-
nance” in days of peak demand to 
increase the price. Traders were thus 
able to sell power at premium prices, 
sometimes up to a factor of 20 times 
its normal value. 

The owners of baseload power 
stations oppose efforts to reduces 
demand spikes, because they make 
a fortune out of the price spikes that 
come with them.

Nationalise all power generation 
companies!

Donald Wilson
SA

Don’t fund the NDIS 
with welfare cuts
Disabled People’s Organisations 
Australia (DPO Australia), is 
alarmed and concerned that the 
federal government is linking 
budget cuts in the Omnibus Bill, 
now before the Senate, with fund-
ing for the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme (NDIS).

We are shocked and troubled 
about this announcement from Treas-
urer Scott Morrison that once again 
links cuts to social security with 
funding for the NDIS.

We have stated clearly, including 
in our pre-budget submission, that we 
reject any ties to funding the NDIS by 
cutting social security. We strongly 
reject measures that would seek to fi ll 
any perceived or potential shortfall in 
NDIS funding through a shift in rev-
enue from other human services.

We have campaigned over the 
last year against the creation of an 
NDIS Special Savings Fund because 
of our fear that it would be used in 
exactly this way, creating an expec-
tation that the NDIS will be funded 
from ongoing trade-offs against other 
equally important human services 
expenditures. This is exactly what is 
happening, even before the Bill for 
the establishment of the Special Sav-
ings Fund has passed the Senate.

The NDIS provides essential 
ongoing support for many people 
with disability in Australia. These 
same people with disability will 
also be hurt by the proposed cuts 
to income support, childcare and 
family payments. These cuts are 
counterproductive to the aims of the 
NDIS, and it is simply unacceptable 
that funding for the NDIS should be 
linked to measures that will see so 
many other people in our commu-
nity worse off.

The government must stop this 
kind of politicisation of the NDIS and 
restore certainty to people with dis-
ability across Australia by taking the 
funding out of the budget cycle.

Trading off essential and vital 
disability support with cuts is a false 
economy that will hurt many people 
with disability and is simply not on, 
completely unfair, and goes no way 
to ensure the long term sustainability 
of the NDIS, which the government 
says is the intention.

The NDIS is not a political foot-
ball to be tossed around like this. 
People with disability across Aus-
tralia will be rightly very angry and 
concerned about this decision. We 
call on Senators to block these meas-
ures and halt this ongoing trade-off 
for NDIS funding.

Therese Sands
Director, DPO Australia

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

Right-wing Israeli leader Benjamin Netan-
yahu’s visit to Australia is an expression 
of support from our right-wing Austral-
ian PM Malcolm Turnbull and his entire 
cabinet. Netanyahu comes here fresh from 
visiting right-wing US President Donald 
Trump where (not surprisingly) their views 
were singularly in agreement. Israel’s colo-
nisation of the remaining parts of Pales-
tine would clearly be OK with the new US 
administration.

As the group Jewish Voice for Peace com-
mented on the Trump-Netanyahu meeting: 
“Didn’t hear anything from Trump or Netan-
yahu that indicates any intention to enable Pal-
estinians to have equal rights and freedom.”

Emboldened by Trump’s extreme-right-
wing posture on just about everything, a bare 
fi ve days after Trump’s inauguration as US 
President, Netanyahu declared on January 25, 
with regard to the illegal Israeli settlements on 
Palestinian land, a vital part of Israel’s process 
of colonisation of Palestine, “We are building, 
and we will continue to build”.

As Palestinian-born author and commen-
tator Ramzy Baroud notes: “All settlements 
– offi cially recognised settlements and unau-
thorised outposts – are illegal under internation-
al law. The verdict has been passed numerous 
times by the United Nations and, more recently, 
pronounced with unmistakable clarity in UN 
Security Council Resolution 2334.” Howev-
er, confi dent as they are of the unquestioning 
support of their American ally, Israel’s lead-
ers simply thumb their nose at the international 
body.

In fact, Israel’s contempt for the UN and 

world opinion could not be more obvious. 
Israel has announced the construction of over 
6,000 new housing units to be built throughout 
the Occupied Palestinian territories, the con-
struction of a brand new settlement (the fi rst in 
20 years), and a new law that paves the way for 
the annexation of large swathes of the Occupied 
West Bank.

Diana Buttu has described in Newsweek 
how the process of building settlements is invar-
iably accompanied by the demolition of Pales-
tinian homes. In fact, 140 Palestinian structures 
have been demolished since the beginning of 
2017 alone, according to the United Nations 
Offi ce for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs in the Occupied Territories.

Any criticism of Israel’s bulldozing of Pal-
estinian homes, its feverish construction of 
more and more “Jewish homes” and its blatant 
imposition of apartheid on the occupied Pales-
tinian territory, is met with shrill cries of “anti-
Semitism” and suggestions that such criticism 
is immoral in view of Jewish suffering during 
the Holocaust.

In fact, however, the Holocaust experience 
renders Israel’s unceasing ethnic cleansing 
of the Palestinians all the more inexcusable. 
Trump, of course, raised none of these issues 
with Netanyahu during their meeting. Instead, 
Trump said that Israel has been “treated very, 
very unfairly,” presumably by the UN – certain-
ly not by the long-suffering Palestinians. Trump 
indicated that he would correct the “historical 
injustice” of Israel’s supposed mistreatment.

Says Baroud: “The new law [the “Regu-
larisation Bill” of February 6 which allows the 
Israeli government to retroactively recognise 

Jewish outposts built without offi cial permis-
sion on privately-owned Palestinian land] is 
the fi rst step towards the annexing of the West 
Bank or, at least, most of it.”

Even Israel’s own High Court has 
described the country’s status in the West 
Bank as that of a belligerent occupier. Never-
theless, right-wing members of Netanyahu’s 
coalition are pressing for annexation of terri-
tory in the West Bank, while on his recent UK 
and US visits Netanyahu noticeably backed 
away from any commitment to a two-state 
solution to the Israel-Palestine confl ict. That 
should be alarming to the Australian Jewish 
community because most of its representative 
bodies have publicly declared their support for 
a two-state solution.

“To meet the ‘security needs’ of the set-
tlers” says Baroud, “more ‘Jewish-only’ bypass 
roads will be constructed, more walls erected, 
more gates to keep Palestinians away from their 
land, schools and livelihood will be put up, 
more checkpoints, more suffering, more pain, 
more anger, and more violence.

“It is the very defi nition of Apartheid, in 
case you are still wondering.”

However, Baroud sees contradictions in 
Trump’s attitude to Israel. Trump doesn’t like 
being taken for granted and Baroud notes that 
“even Trump is growing frustrated by Israel’s 
shamelessness and audacity. He called on Israel 
in an interview with Israel Hayom newspaper 
to ‘be reasonable with respect to peace’.

“There is [only] so much land left. And 
every time you take land for settlements, there 
is less land left,” Trump said. In addition, “he 
is backtracking on promises he made with 

regard to moving the US embassy and ... he is 
realising that Netanyahu and his US support-
ers have led him to a cliff and are now asking 
him to jump.”

Hitherto, the US has nominally at least sup-
ported the so-called “two-state” solution for the 
Israel/Palestine confl ict, a solution that would 
see a separate Palestinian state beside Israel. 
Israel however has fought tenaciously to thwart 
such an outcome. At his Washington meeting 
with Trump, Netanyahu voiced the extraordi-
nary view that a two-state solution would give 
rise to a “terrorist, Islamic dictatorship”, which 
sounds like something meant to frighten Ameri-
cans rather than a serious assessment.

As for Trump, he was ambivalent: “I’m 
looking at two states and one state. I like the 
one that both parties like. I can live with either 
one,” Trump said, as Netanyahu laughed.

Lead Palestinian negotiator Saab Erekat, 
secretary-general of the Palestinian Liberation 
Organisation, lashed out at Trump’s and Netan-
yahu’s wavering on their commitment to a two-
state solution, arguing that the only alternative 
to two sovereign nations is a single, secular 
democratic state.

“Contrary to Netanyahu’s plan of one state 
and two systems, apartheid, the only alterna-
tive to two sovereign and democratic states 
on the 1967 border is one single secular and 
democratic state with equal rights for everyone, 
Christians, Muslims and Jews, on all of historic 
Palestine,” Erekat said.

The Netanyahu government however, pre-
fers a policy of aggression and apartheid, which 
does not augur well in the long term for the 
people of either Palestine or Israel. 

Right-wing Israeli leader Benjamin Netanyahu meets with Australian Foreign Minister Julie Bishop.

Trump’s bad 
news for 
Palestinians
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C J Atkins

“Books to help you understand – 
and change – the world.” That’s 
the slogan of International Pub-
lishers, and for over 90 years, the 
company has been producing and 
distributing titles aimed at fulfi ll-
ing that lofty goal.

Founded in 1924 by Alexander 
Trachtenberg, a refugee who came 
to America after fleeing Czarist 
Russia’s anti-Jewish pogroms, the 
company made a name for itself in 
its early years as a pioneer in the 
publication of Marxist literature, 
critical takes on US capitalism and 
radical interpretations of American 
history.

International has recently under-
gone a digital makeover that posi-
tions the company to play a big role 
in the era of Trump. The company is 
fresh off the launch of its new web-
site, a modern eCommerce hub that’s 
making its extensive catalogue avail-
able to an audience eager for radi-
cal books. With socialism growing in 
popularity and resistance to the new 
president’s agenda exploding every-
where, the time may be just right for 
companies like International to make 
a splash.

“Sales have gone up dramati-
cally since November,” says Gary 
Bono, who heads up operations at 
International.

Titles such as the 1935 classic 
Against Fascism and War are moving 
out the door at a brisk pace. Written 
just before World War II, the book 
outlined the strategy and tactics nec-
essary for beating fascism during the 
Great Depression. It’s author, Bul-
garian communist Georgi Dimitrov, 
famously took down Hitler’s hench-
man Hermann Goering in a Nazi 
courtroom after being falsely accused 
of helping burn down the German 
parliament building.

With a number of Trump’s policy 
advisors hailing from the so-called 
“alt-right,” a conservative offshoot 
mixing racism, white nationalism, 
and neo-fascist populism, it appears 
many of today’s left-wing activists 
are turning to writers like Dimitrov 
and others.

Marxist publishing 
for the 21st century

“In today’s political climate,” 
Bono says, “it is particularly impor-
tant that the new generation learn 
from past experiences – from the 
words of those who have experienced 
things like this before.”

He believes that more people are 
realising that there is another way, 
that “they need not be constrained, 
intellectually, by today’s ‘accepted 
wisdom’ ”. 

International Publishers has 

long been known as a source for 
alternative wisdom. Since its found-
ing in 1924, it has been one of the 
primary publishers of the classics 
of Marxism and was among the fi rst 
to print some of the works of his-
torical fi gures like Vladimir Lenin 
and Antonio Gramsci in the English 
language.

The company helped bring 
socialism to a mass working class 
audience in the United States in the 
1930s and ’40s with the 25-cent 
paperbacks of its “Little Lenin 
Library.” Even today, affordable edi-
tions of books like Marx and Engels’ 
Communist Manifesto and Lenin’s 
Imperialism are among Internation-
al’s best-sellers.

At a time when online shopping 
has become the norm, however, it has 
been getting harder for International 
to reach its audience without going 
through intermediaries like Amazon. 
Mike Votto, a partner with Envy Cre-
ative, a web design agency based in 
Milwaukee that oversaw the revamp 
of International’s online presence, 
says the biggest challenge was 
“taking what the IP [International 
Publishers] team has been doing for 
the past several decades and trying to 
replicate it digitally.”

Votto says it was humbling to 
work with a brand and an institu-
tion that has “spent nearly a centu-
ry publishing some of the foremost 
literature on progressive thought,” 
but bringing its website into the 
21st century was “unlike many of 
the projects that walk through our 
agency’s door.”

The goals with the redesign were 
pretty simple. “Create a user-friend-
ly, convenient eCommerce system 
that gets these important volumes 
into the hands of eager readers as 
quickly and painlessly as possible.” 
Votto says that International’s new 
platform is fl exible and can continue 
to grow as web standards, customer 
expectations and product offerings 
change.

Books to 
change the world

With the new website, Interna-
tional hopes to reach those eager 
readers with books to help them 
become more informed activists. 
With an easy-to-use online store, 
the company is also hoping even 
more selections from its exten-
sive catalogue will gain a wide 
readership.

While it may have become 
known to millions for its cheap and 
accessible paperbacks, International 
is also renowned for products like 
its massive 50-volume Marx-Engels 
Collected Works. From 1975 to 
2004, it collaborated with Lawrence 
& Wishart Publishers in Britain and 

Progress Publishers in Moscow in 
an ambitious project which gathered 
all the known writings and corre-
spondence of the founding fathers of 
communism into a single collection. 
The set remains the gold standard of 
Marxist libraries to this day.

Stretching beyond the classics, 
meanwhile, contemporary titles such 
as Daniel Rubin’s Will Capitalism 
Last? bring Marxist analysis of US 
politics up to the present day.

In addition to its many works of 
theory, International also boasts an 
impressive offering of titles cover-
ing American and world history, lit-
erature, and the full range of labour 
and democratic struggles. From Fre-
derick Douglass and John Brown to 
WEB Du Bois and Angela Davis, 
many important texts of the African-
American freedom struggle are avail-
able in exclusive editions. 

And for workers who fi nd them-
selves in the crosshairs of the Trump 
administration, Philip S Foner’s 
10-volume History of the Labor 
Movement in the United States pro-
vides a background to early trade 
union struggles that can only be 
found at International.

Works by authors like Herbert 
Aptheker illuminate American his-
tory through the lens of historical 
materialism, bringing a socialist per-
spective to events such as the revolu-
tion of 1776 and the revolts of slaves 
in the pre-Civil War South. Comple-
menting its historical titles, Inter-
national markets a range of books 
crucial to understanding current 
events as well, whether it be the envi-
ronmental crisis, Iran, or the crum-
bling of imperialism.

And the company’s offerings 
continue to grow. The latest is a 
collection of writings by Marx and 
Engels on the US Civil War, featur-
ing an introduction from noted his-
torian Andrew Zimmerman. In the 
works for the coming months is a 
new edition of Palmiro Togliatti’s 
Lectures on Fascism, which consists 
of outlines from classes the Italian 
leader taught at the Comintern in the 
1930s.

There are also plans for an 
updated edition of Philip S Foner’s 
documentary study, The Bolshevik 
Revolution, to be issued just in time 
for the 100th anniversary of the Rus-
sian Revolution of 1917.

Though many predicted that the 
appearance of tablets and e-readers 
would make books obsolete, Inter-
national and other small radical pub-
lishers like it are showing that there 
is still an audience for the printed 
word. 

And with Donald Trump driving 
sales, the future of socialist publish-
ing may not be as bleak as one might 
have expected.
People’s World 
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King’s College London has given a mislead-
ing explanation about its investments in 
fi rms that supply weapons and their com-
ponents to Israel and Saudi Arabia. Over 
the past few months, students at the Brit-
ish university have been protesting at its 
fi nancial connections to the arms industry.

A group called Demilitarise King’s has 
researched how the college invests – via funds 
– in such companies as BAE Systems and GE. 
The group has calculated that King’s has invest-
ed more than £1.5 million (US$1.9 million) in 
the weapons trade.

Rather than address the concerns raised by 
the group, the chief administrator at King’s has 
tried to fob them off.

“King’s College London does not have any 
direct investments in the arms trade,” Edward 
Byrne, the university’s president, told The Elec-
tronic Intifada. “We only invest through funds 
and in so doing seek to balance our fi nancial 
objectives with wider societal considerations.”

Byrne added that King’s uses a fund run by 
the fi nancial services fi rm BlackRock, which, 
according to him, “purposely excludes invest-
ment in companies that produce controversial 
weapons.”

Distorting truth
Research undertaken by Demilitarise 

King’s suggests that Byrne is distorting the 
truth. The research shows that King’s has 
invested in GE via the BlackRock fund to 
which Byrne referred. GE provides equipment 
and services to Israel through the US military 
aid program.

The corporation is directly involved in 
the production of controversial weapons. Its 
aviation division has, for example, provided 
engines for Apache helicopters, which were 
used extensively during Israel’s 2006 attack on 
Lebanon and its subsequent offensives against 
Gaza.

Demilitarise King’s has based its research 
on details obtained under freedom of 

information rules. The research has been car-
ried out in cooperation with Fossil Free KCL, 
a campaign group demanding that the univer-
sity ditch its investments in the oil and coal 
industries.

Demilitarise King’s has put particular 
emphasis on the university’s investments in 
BAE. Britain’s largest arms fi rm, BAE is a key 
exporter of weapons to Saudi Arabia.

In total, Britain has authorised weapons 
sales worth more than £3.3 billion (US$4.1 
billion) to Saudi Arabia since it began bomb-
ing Yemen almost two years ago. The weapons 
sales to Saudi Arabia have continued despite 
how the British government’s own export 
control organisation has recommended that it 
would be “prudent and cautious” to halt them.

BAE also has a subsidiary in Jerusalem and 
has teamed up with Elbit, a leading supplier of 
drones to the Israeli military, on a variety of 

projects. Furthermore, BAE makes components 
for the F-35 warplanes assembled by Lockheed 
Martin, the US weapons giant.

Israel has ordered 50 of those warplanes.

Hypocrisy
The administrators at King’s have faced 

accusations of hypocrisy. Last month activists 
from Demilitarise King’s disrupted a speech 
that Byrne gave at the launch of a plan called 
“2029 Vision”.

In his introduction to that plan – which 
looks ahead to the university’s bicentenary in 
2029 – Byrne writes that the “founding ethos of 
King’s” is “simply to make the world a better 
place.”

Despite that claim, the university has 
strong links to institutions that support Israeli 
aggression.

King’s, for example, hosts the International 

Centre for the Study of Radicalisation (ICSR). 
The ICSR was formed in partnership with the 
Interdisciplinary Centre in Herzliya, a city in 
Israel.

The Interdisciplinary Centre is best known 
for organising an annual conference at which 
Israel’s political and military leaders discuss 
their strategies. It also runs courses in “public 
diplomacy” – a euphemism for propaganda – 
that focus on presenting Israel’s war crimes in 
a positive light and on countering the Palestine 
solidarity movement.

Byrne’s stance signals a disregard for 
democracy. In 2014, the student union at King’s 
voted to support the Palestinian call for boycott, 
divestment and sanctions (BDS) against Israel.

The continued investment in the arms 
industry suggests that King’s is not paying 
adequate attention to the views of its students.
The Electronic Intifada 
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At the launch of Demilitarise King’s.

Fragile memories
Nora Parr

The work of young Palestinian 
artists grappling with the past is 
on display at London’s Mosaic 
Rooms. The featured artists are 
selected from the Palestinian 
cultural organisation AM Qattan 
Foundation’s shortlist for the 
biennial Young Artist of the Year 
Award.

This new generation of paint-
ers, photographers and sound and 
installation artists have a great deal 
of history to digest. Themes of fra-
gility and endurance are wrestled in 
each of the works of the collection.

“Mnemosyne” by Inas Halabi 
– who took fi rst prize in the foun-
dation’s young artist contest – is a 
video work bookended with three 
frames of unfi nished embroidery.

The video shows different 
members of Halabi’s family telling 
their version of the story of a small 
scar on her grandfather’s forehead. 

On the walls beside the video 
are embroidery hoops encircling 
stitched images of key themes that 
come out of the rememberings.

Each aunt, uncle and grandpar-
ent folds different details into the 
story of the patriarch, whose injury 
– sometimes on the right side of 
his forehead, sometimes on the left, 
depending on who is telling the 
story – was incurred by an Israeli-
fi red bullet sometime around 1948.

One family member is sure it 
happened as the young man was 
being driven out of his homeland 
during the ethnic cleansing of Pal-
estine. Another declares the wound 
was sustained as he snuck back into 
the country from Lebanon after the 
State of Israel was declared. A third 
recalls the chickens a fellow refugee 
was carrying as the grandfather saw 
the woman shot.

The panels of embroidery – 
showing a silhouette of the grand-
father, the family he would later 

father, a red chicken – are tenuously 
stitched on tracing paper.

The needle used to guide 
the gold thread into the shape of 
the patriarch, remembered now 
only through the family that sur-
vives him, dangles down from the 
embroidery hoop, as if the portrait 
is unfi nished. The object is vul-
nerable: a single jerk of the thread 
would tear the paper, obliterating its 
subject.

The grandfather, immortalised 
by family myth, is at once as solid 
as gold and as fragile as dry tracing 
paper.

Majd Masri’s “Haphazard Syn-
chronisations” series refracts time 
by reproducing the history of Pal-
estinian portraiture in a set of six 
canvases.

The works variously imitate the 
vibrant portraits of Sliman Mansour 
and Nabil Anani, the stark black-
and-white drawings of the assas-
sinated political cartoonist Naji 

al-Ali, as well as Laila Shawa’s 
armaments installations.

Each canvas depicts the same 
woman holding a rifl e and a sprig 
of jasmine, the pose reminiscent of 
Leila Khaled’s iconic photograph 
taken after her successful 1969 air-
plane hijacking.

Whatever and whoever the 
woman of the six canvasses might 
have been seems lost to time. The 
repetition turns her into a power-
ful myth while destroying the actual 
woman she may have been.

In Somar Sallam’s “Disillu-
sioned Construction,” the fabric of 
memory is literally unravelled as 
the squares of a knitted blanket, in 
the colours of the Syrian fl ag under 
which Sallam grew up as a refugee, 
are slowly pulled apart.

Video shows the naked body of 
a sleeping woman slowly exposed 
as the threads of the blanket come 
undone. Heaps of yarn – the unrav-
elled blanket – and the wooden 

sticks used to knit it sit underneath 
the video display.

Sallam’s story is both a warning 
and hope for this generation of art-
ists: that without a careful hand, the 
thread holding together the image of 
a grandfather, and the essence hold-
ing together the myth of the Pal-
estinian woman, might both come 
undone.

Each of the three artists’ works 
are, in their own way, the Mne-
mosyne alluded to in Halabi’s 
project. A Greek mythological 
fi gure, Mnemosyne is the personi-
fi cation of memory who, over the 
course of nine nights, bore Zeus the 
nine muses.

The source of all knowledge 
that comes from the nine arts, the 
muses form that invisible connec-
tion with the past, its recollection, 
and the way it is preserved for those 
who would come after.
The Electronic Intifada 


