
The Australia East Timor Friendship 
Association SA (AETFA SA) and the Aus-
tralia West Papua Association SA (AWP SA) 
jointly released the following statement in 
response to the recent Indonesian military 
(TNI) backing down on its statement to cut 
military ties with Australia:

It is interesting to see that the TNI’s ban on 
military cooperation has lasted little more than 
a day. Major General Wuryanto expressed out-
rage and that Indonesia was offended because 
some Australian military training materials 
contained criticism of the TNI in West Papua 
and someone had written a cheeky comment 
on a document containing Indonesia’s national 
credo, the Pancasila. Australia’s Defence Min-
ister claimed that it was a storm in a teacup, 
which indeed it was.

As Australia’s Defence Minister Marise 
Payne said, the issue was a total overreaction 
on the part of the senior leadership of the TNI. 
This fact, however, did not stop her from grov-
elling to these generals who have a history of 
genocide, mass murder and gross human rights 
abuses in our region.

Observers of Indonesian politics have seen 
such performances on numerous occasions by 
leading Indonesian military personnel or politi-
cians time and time again. These extreme right 
wing leaders also staged tantrums when refer-
ences to their crimes were revealed – just as the 
TNI generals have.

It was rather ironic that the person who 
was chosen by the Indonesian leadership to 
announce its backdown on the issue was Gen-
eral Wiranto who is the nation’s Politics, Law 
and Security Minister.

In 2003, Wiranto was one of seven senior 
TNI commanders in the country to be indict-
ed with crimes against humanity. The charges 
were laid by the UN’s Serious Crimes Unit and 
relate to the murder and persecution of East 
Timorese independence supporters before and 
after the East Timor independence referendum 
of 1999 when an overwhelming percentage 
of the population decided to be independent 
from Indonesia. The senior offi cers tried to use 
intimidation, violence and murder to thwart this 
outcome.

Wiranto’s leadership of the TNI in East 
Timor during 1999 led to the deaths of nearly 
2,000 more East Timorese and the destruc-
tion of 80 percent of the nation’s infrastruc-
ture. The TNI had already wiped out about one 
third of East Timor’s population in its brutal 
and barbaric 24 year illegal occupation of the 
tiny nation.

Australians have to ask themselves if a 
country like ours, whose leaders claim to stand 
for democracy, peace, international rule of law 
and fair play, should be involved in arming, 

training and cooperating with an organisa-
tion like the TNI, which to its many victims in 
Indonesia, West Papua, East Timor and Acheh 
is viewed as the largest terrorist force in our 
region.

The fact is that if a criminal like Wiranto 
had faced the Nuremberg Tribunal, he might 
well have received a term of imprisonment 
for life or even been executed for his crimes. 
Instead, he has been rewarded by President 
Joko Widodo and made a minister in his 
cabinet.

Amnesty International described Wiranto’s 
appointment as an insult to international human 
rights.

West Papuans have had to endure the 
bloody TNI jackboot since 1962 when the US 
forced a situation where the process by the 
Dutch government to give them their inde-
pendence was abandoned and the TNI occu-
pied the country. Belatedly in 1969, the Suharto 
dictatorship conducted a bogus Act of Choice 
referendum when a very small minority were 
forced to vote for integration into Indonesia. 
This process was anything but free and the TNI 
used repression and brutality to get the result its 
leaders wanted.

This was supposed to have occurred with 
UN supervision, but the fact was that there 

were too few UN personnel to ensure that it 
was a fair process free from intimidation.

Human rights groups claim that during the 
TNI occupation about 500,000 people have 
lost their lives and that torture, sexual violence 
against women and girls (including rape), poi-
sonings and murders of independence lead-
ers, mass murder and brutal repression occur 
continuously.

The TNI has 45,000 personnel in West 
Papua to ensure that expressions of freedom 
are stomped on very quickly, but also to ensure 
that the US corporation Freeport McMohRan 
can continue to make millions of dollars profi t 
from West Papua’s copper and gold and that 
military business rackets and corruption and 
massive illegal logging can continue to occur.

This is not an internal Indonesian matter as 
the Indonesian generals claim. It should be a 
great matter of international concern involving 
mass murder, genocide and many human rights 
abuses that can continue to occur.

It has to be asked why world leaders, who 
frequently preach to others about the rule of 
law and human rights, are strangely silent about 
the fact that they are silent about the incredible 
crimes that have been committed by the TNI 
war criminals and why they should be giving 
them military support at all.

Australians who care about human rights, 
the rule of law and fairness between nations 
should be questioning their federal politicians 
about why they are so compliant to the very 
corrupt and brutal TNI leaders. The Indone-
sian lobby in this country keep telling us that 
Indonesia is a democratic nation and we should 
not interfere in its internal affairs. It has to be 
acknowledged that there is more press freedom 
in Indonesia since the fall of the Suharto dicta-
torship, but the reality is that the TNI still has 
a very powerful sway over Indonesian politics 
that sees TNI war criminals holding govern-
ment positions, standing for elections and forc-
ing decisions on civilian political leaders.

Australia should be promoting a UN ban on 
all military aid, cooperation and sales with the 
TNI until all the war criminals in its ranks are 
brought before an international tribunal to face 
justice, the TNI is withdrawn from West Papua 
and the Indonesian government compensates 
all TNI victims and their families whether they 
are Indonesian, West Papuan, East Timorese, 
Achehnese, Australian (Balibo 5) and others.

Andrew (Andy) Alcock 
Information Offi cer AETFA SA Inc

Member of the 
Australia West Papua Association SA

Australia/NZ 34th
Southern Cross Brigade
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Remember Sabra and Shatila
This year will mark the 35th anniversary of the massacre of 

Palestinian refugees in the Sabra and Shatila camps in Beirut. 
In July 1982 Israel invaded Lebanon under the direction of the 
then Israeli Defence Minister, Ariel Sharon. After entering Beirut 
the Israeli forces encircled Sabra and Shatila on September 18, 
allowing the Israeli-backed Phalange militia, a fascist Lebanese 
group, into the camps where they slaughtered almost 3,000 people, 
mainly women, children and the elderly.

Around 20,000 Palestinian and Lebanese civilians were killed 
by the invading forces.

Ariel Sharon, as the Prime Minister of Israel, unleashed a 
murderous campaign of terror against the Palestinian people, at 
the same time labelling Palestinians “terrorists”. This is not a 
new tactic.

Israel has long used the term “terrorism” to describe pretty 
much every act of Arab resistance to Israeli occupation and ag-
gression. So, Palestinians who refuse to accept the usurpation of 
their land and choose to defend their national existence are labelled 
“terrorists”. Lebanese patriots who resist Israeli occupation of their 
country are also labelled “terrorists”. (In 1986 a compilations of 
essays appeared in a book called “Terrorism: How the West can 
win”. The essays were written by a long list of noted warmongers, 
including former members of US Republican administrations, 
George Shultz and Jeane Kikpatrick. It was edited by the current 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, at the time the Israeli 
ambassador to the UN.)

In fact, it is Israel that has fi rst and foremost used military 
force when the resolution of disputes and differences could have 
been found through peaceful means.

This is refl ected in Sharon’s rise to power through war crimes 
and the ongoing violation of human rights: his career path laid 
down for him by the Zionist state.

A driving force behind the establishment of Jewish settlements 
on confi scated Palestinian land, he was nurtured in the ranks 
of the Haghana gang that spread terror throughout Palestine in 
the late 1940s. As the commander of a terrorist group known as 
Special Unit 101, he was responsible for countless acts of killings 
and sabotage.

Always based in the camp of reaction, Sharon’s extremist 
cabinet members pushed for military strikes against Lebanon 
and Syria and for the bombing of the Aswan Dam in Egypt.

This warmongering is shown up in even sharper relief when 
put next to the concessions made by the Palestinians in seeking 
peace and coexistence.

It should be recalled that in 1993 the Palestinian Liberation 
Organisation signed an agreement in Oslo which allowed for peace 
negotiations and an interim period that would culminate in the 
signing of a peace treaty in 1998. The Palestinians agreed to create 
a state of their own on only 22 percent of historic Palestine.

Instead, Israel stepped up the construction of Jewish settle-
ments and deliberately sparked off a confl ict which it has been 
escalating ever since.

The horrifi c violence against a mostly defenceless people by 
the biggest military power in the Middle East – a power armed 
with nuclear weapons – arises out of one of the longest military 
occupations in modern history, based on the growth of illegal 
settlements in the West Bank, Gaza Strip and Jerusalem and the 
collective punishment of more than three million people.

Nonetheless, despite Israel’s illegal policies of assassinating 
activists, destroying the Palestinian infrastructure and economy, 
devastating the health and education systems and killing civil-
ians, Israel has not smothered the determination of the Palestinian 
people to be free of Israeli occupation.

Such opposition to Israel’s policies draws claims of anti-
Semitism from the perpetrators and their supporters. But it is 
not anti-Semitism to cry out against the demolition of houses and 
the destruction of fi elds and orchards, or the tight closures and 
sieges which turn every Palestinian village and town into a prison 
camp and ghetto.

We have to say and cry it out loud that the government of 
Israel and its military are committing war crimes, and that the 
war criminals must pay.

PRESS FUND
As we go to press, crowds of passengers are still detained in US 
airports and hundreds of lawyers are struggling to cope with 
requests for assistance from them, all because of the immigration 
policy of that consummate bully, the oaf in the oval office. The 
appalling outcome of President Trump’s ban on visitors from some 
Muslim countries is just the first episode in what promises to be 
the most bizarre US presidency in history, and one of the most 
dangerous. We’ll be following coming events and their impact on 
Australia very closely, but we need your help, so please send in a 
Press Fund contribution if you possibly can for the next edition. 
Many thanks to this week’s contributors, as follows:
IM $10, KM $20, Mark Mannion $5, “Rough Red” $5, 
“Round Figure” $19
This week’s total: $59 Progressive total: $700 “

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

The proletarians have nothing to lose but their chains. 
They have a world to win. Workers of all lands unite!

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels – The Communist Manifesto”

Manus/Nauru dead-end
The announcement by the US 
and then by Malcolm Turnbull, 
that the US will consider refugees 
from Nauru referred to it by the 
UNHCR has done little to settle 
the issue of offshore detention. “It 
is an admission that Nauru and 
Manus Island are offshore dead-
ends, but the deal still leaves the 
future of asylum seekers and refu-
gees up in the air, said Ian Rin-
toul, spokesperson for the Refugee 
Action Coalition.

“The deal means there is no cer-
tainty for the asylum seekers and 
refugees marooned on Nauru and 
Manus Island. And there is a seri-
ous question over the future of the 
thousands of single men, given 
the announced priority that will 
be given to women, children and 
families.

“The UNHCR has not been 
involved in the refugee determina-
tion process so far on either Nauru 
or Manus Island. The need for 

UNHCR determinations and refer-
rals will at the very least mean more 
delay for people who have been 
waiting almost three and half years 
on Manus and Nauru.

“We are very concerned that the 
deal is not all-encompassing. It is 
not acceptable that Nauru or Manus 
stay open for another day, let alone 
any more months or years. The 
deal seems to do nothing to resolve 
the fate of those yet to have refu-
gee determinations or deal with the 
question of separated families.”

Rintoul also confi rmed that 
despite any deal, the PNG Supreme 
Court will consider an application 
on behalf of Manus detainees that 
all Manus detainees who wish to, be 
returned to Australia.

“Given the government has 
admitted that neither Manus nor 
Nauru have a future, we would 
expect the Australian government 
will abide by the orders of the PNG 
Supreme Court.

The Action Coalition says that 
Turnbull’s third country announce-
ment is too shallow and too uncer-
tain; that it is “shocking” that 
Australia has avoided its responsi-
bility for so long and left asylum 
seekers on Manus and Nauru. All 
asylum seekers and refugees should 
be brought to Australia, so families 
can be re-united and where they can 
fi nd the protection they need in the 
community.

The deal however, has exposed 
Turnbull’s lifetime ban on asylum 
seekers sent offshore from ever 
entering Australia, as an unscrupu-
lous and desperate political stunt.

“The government is still using 
refugees as political footballs. It 
is urgent that Labor, The Greens 
and Senate cross-benchers main-
tain a stand against Turnbull’s life-
time ban and decisively defeat it 
when it comes before the Senate in 
November.” 

On the 70th anniversary of the historic Miners Fed-
eration campaign to eradicate the deadly Black Lung 
disease from Australia’s coal industry, our CFMEU 
has welcomed the Queensland government’s intro-
duction of new laws to tackle its re-emergence.

Just as the union led the campaign in 1947 against 
Black Lung, today it is leading the charge to not only 
fi nally eradicate the deadly disease but fi ghting for jus-
tice for the victims of Black Lung and other dust related 
diseases.

The union points out that it was the CFMEU in 2015 
that exposed the re-emergence of Black Lung in Queens-
land’s coal mines and has since led the campaign against 
it and that the latest positive response of the Queensland 
Labor government was pleasing.

On January 1 reforms to work health and safety regu-
lations became law providing better protection for mine-
workers. They ensure:
• Making it compulsory for companies to publish dust 

levels publicly.
• Compulsory health checks for both underground and 

above-ground miners to ILO standards.
• Compulsory reporting of Black Lung cases to the 

government.
In announcing the new laws Queensland Mines Min-

ister Anthony Lynham said Black Lung “is a disease that 
does not belong in the 21st century and I am determined 
to continue to work with industry, unions, and doctors to 
protect our coal miners.”

Under the new regulations, all new coal mine work-
ers will undergo a health assessment, including respira-
tory function and chest x-ray examinations, on entry into 
the industry, allowing doctors to detect changes that may 
occur over time. Above-ground coal miners will also be 
subjected to a chest x-ray and respiratory function test 
at least once every 10-years. If they have worked under-
ground, it will be conducted every 5-years.

Companies will also be required to provide dust-mon-
itoring data to the Mines Inspectorate every three months. 
An Advisory Committee of union, industry and govern-
ment representatives will review the data and it will be 
published online.

With the new laws, Black Lung will become a noti-
fi able disease, which means companies are required to 
report known cases to the Queensland Mines Inspectorate. 

Coal mine workers retiring permanently can now ask their 
employer for a retirement examination, including respira-
tory function and chest x-ray examination.

Chest x-ray examinations will be performed in 
accordance with International Labour Organisation guide-
lines, an initiative pushed strongly by the CFMEU.

Another development driven by the union is for a 
new system of reading x-rays to the world’s best practice 
levels after some shocking and disastrous failures in the 
previous system missed diagnosing many of the Black 
Lung victims.

More than 2,000 coal mine worker chest x-rays have 
been read fi rst by an Australian radiologist, and then sent 
to be read by US-based National Institute for Occupa-
tional Safety and Health approved readers. This system 
ensures every worker’s chest x-ray is examined independ-
ently by at least two medical experts.

More to be done
While these are welcome moves, the CFMEU says it 

will continue to campaign for much more to be done in 
2017 including:
• A 10c levy on all coal produced in Queensland to 

support current and future victims of Black Lung 
disease.

• A signifi cant reduction in legal dust levels in coal 
mines.

• Stronger laws to fi ght the deadly disease. 
The CFMEU also expects that recommendations to 

come from the Queensland Parliamentary Inquiry into 
Black Lung and other dust related diseases be immediate-
ly acted upon as well as the recommendations also made 
by the Senate Inquiry and the Sim Inquiry. 

Black Lung

Justice, safety 
and new laws
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Peter Mac

On January 26, 1788, 736 convicts dis-
embarked from Captain Arthur Phillip’s 
fl eet of British ships and staggered onto 
the shores of Sydney Harbour. They were 
mostly poverty-stricken industrial and 
agricultural labourers or members of their 
families.

Phillip immediately claimed the entire 
landmass on which he stood for Britain, even 
though neither he nor his rulers had a clear idea 
of its extent.

The British government saw the new 
colony as an appropriate place to dump con-
victs, who were to provide the unpaid labour 
force to gain valuable raw materials and agri-
cultural produce, in a process that often resem-
bled slavery.

Phillip subsequently informed the govern-
ment with great enthusiasm that Sydney Har-
bour could accommodate “a thousand ships of 
the line”, i.e. British Navy vessels. It was, in 
short, an excellent place to exploit for the ben-
efi t of the empire.

Objections from Aboriginal inhabitants 
were to be dealt with if necessary by force and 
the fi ctional description of the land as “terra 
nullius” (empty land) provided a convenient 
legal pretext for the invasion.

The British government certainly had no 
intention of establishing an independent nation 
there. Indeed, Britain had recently lost its most 
valuable colony in North America to the inhab-
itants of that place, who maintained that taxa-
tion without parliamentary representation was 
unacceptable.

The impact of the new colony at Sydney 
was catastrophic for local Aboriginal people, 
whose numbers were decimated by introduced 
diseases, massacres and intermittent armed 
confl ict with the new arrivals.

That tragic impact still haunts the nation. Its 
continuing legacy for Indigenous Australians 
is poverty, poor public health and education, 
high rates of incarceration and homelessness, 
social breakdown and the loss of culture and 
languages.

Choosing 
a different date

January 26, 1788 is a very important point 
in history. It was the beginning of the terri-
ble ordeal of Aboriginal people, and in terms 
of political economy it also marked the fi rst 
tiny step in the transition from primitive 

communism to nascent capitalism on the Aus-
tralian landmass.

Australia Day has only been observed 
nationwide on January 26 since 1994. The cur-
rent arrangements for the event focus almost 
entirely on achievements which have benefi ted 
the nation, but it is not appropriate to do so on 
that date because of its terrible signifi cance for 
Indigenous Australians.

They have observed it as a day of mourn-
ing for 79 years and more recently as “Invasion 
Day” or “Amnesia Day” because their histori-
cal experience is virtually ignored in the formal 
activities of January 26.

Last week former conservative federal cab-
inet minister Ian MacFarlane pointed out that 
holding Australia Day on that day is similar to 
asking the Scottish people to celebrate the his-
torical defeat of their ancestors by the English.

The Prime Minister rejected the idea of 
changing the date, but others disagreed, and 
protest demonstrations were held in many Aus-
tralian cities.

Some argue that we should move the date 
to August 16. On that day in 1976 Prime Min-
ister Gough Whitlam marked the transfer of 
Wave Hill Station to the Guringi people, pour-
ing sand into the hand of local elder Walter 
Lingiari and saying, “I put into your hand part 
of the Earth as a sign that this land will be the 
possession of you and your children forever.” 

The old man smiled and replied with won-
derful grace: “Now we can all be mates again”. 
It was a great moment.

Equally signifi cant was May 27, 1967, the 
day when Australian voters gave their fellow 
citizens, Aboriginal Australians, their long-
withheld right to vote.

January 1, the day the colonies united to 
form the new nation of Australia, has also been 
suggested by some as an appropriate date. 
Others object that it’s already a public holiday, 
but the next day could be declared a holiday as 
compensation.

One Fairfax correspondent recently argued 
that the head of state is still the British mon-
arch, so the right date for Australia Day should 
be the day we eventually become a republic. 
However, that argument implies we don’t have 
to bother changing the date until we achieve 
that status.

And unfortunately the discussion about 
the date for Australia Day has become clouded 
by arguments as to whether it should empha-
sise national pride or shame. Both arguments 
are based on a false premise, because in any 
nation’s history there are activities or practices 

that evoke pride or shame, and both should be 
acknowledged, albeit in different ways.

A different approach
Australia’s national day should involve 

recognition and consideration of past wrongs, 
present injustices, and achievements that have 
benefi ted our people.

But can any date in our history do this?
The very title “Australia Day” indicates 

that whatever the date is, on that day we should 
seriously examine the state of the nation. And 
that in turn depends on what we see as our 
national responsibilities.

We fi rst assumed those responsibilities 
when we became a nation on January 1, 1901 
and adopted the name “Australia”. Since then 
we’ve taken responsibility for many initiatives 
which in some instances contradicted the vice-
regal position on the matter in question.

The government and the people must also 
accept responsibility for bad decisions and 
actions, The fi rst federal government legisla-
tion introduced the white Australia policy. The 
clear message from the postwar Nuremberg 
trials was that accepting responsibility is not 
optional. It’s no excuse to say “I didn’t know” 
or “I was just following orders.”

And accepting responsibility is not option-
al. The government and the people are respon-
sible for their decisions and actions, both good 
and bad. That was the clear message from the 
post-war Nuremberg trials of Nazi crimes. It’s 
not acceptable to say I didn’t know” or “I was 
just following orders”.

National responsibility is surely the appro-
priate theme for Australia Day, because its 
ambit covers matters of national pride and 
shame, the rectification of injustices past 
and present, and the recognition of outstand-
ing achievements. It covers everything which 
impacts on the life of the Australian people.

Adoption of national responsibility as the 
theme of Australia Day could also accomplish 
the crucial objective of stimulating public dis-
cussion on all of the issues we face as a mature 
nation, including asylum seeker treatment, cli-
mate change, US-led wars, trade deals and our 
treatment of the nation’s First People.

There is much to support the idea of hold-
ing Australia Day on January 1, but only on 
condition that the theme of that day is recog-
nising our national responsibilities as well as 
celebrating our achievements. 

From the archives French nuclear testing in the Pacifi c – The Guardian, November 1990

On pride, shame and 
national responsibility
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Jillian Mundy

Nathan Lovett-Murray is keen 
to get on with his football career 
and pursue his dream of improv-
ing the health of his people. The 
34-year-old WambaWamba/
Gunditjmara man – one of the 
33 Essendon players caught up in 
the AFL doping scandal – has just 
come to the end of his two-year 
ban. 

Lovett-Murray, who has main-
tained his innocence, is tight-lipped 
on a compensation deal being nego-
tiated by lawyers.

“It was a big relief to be able to 
run around and train with the play-
ers that I’m going to be playing with 
and coaching,” he said on the day the 
ban ended. 

“I jumped out of bed and wanted 
to go down-to the oval and run 
around; I couldn’t wait. 

“It bought back that passion of 
loving football again. I’m back into 
it.”

Lovett-Murray, the playing coach 
of the Shepparton Rumbalara Abo-
riginal seniors football team, reckons 
they’ve got a decent chance of snag-
ging a premiership this season. 

The ban also made his role as 
a youth worker at the Academy of 
Sports, Health and Education (ASHE) 
in Shepparton diffi cult. ASHE caters 
for Aboriginal youth aged 16 to 25, 
and operates under a partnership 
between Rumbalara Football Club 
and Melbourne University.

Lovett-Murray organises sport-
ing activities for students, but he had 
been unable to participate. “The 12 
months was really hard; something 
had been taken away from me,” he 
said. “I really love my sport, football 
and basketball, and I wasn’t allowed 
to do that for 12 months.

“I struggled with it and was 
depressed. The footy club has been 
okay. They have helped with coun-
selling and that sort of stuff.

“It’s been hard, but I’m not 
the only one. There’s been another 
30 players going through the same 
stuff.”

To make matters even harder, 
last year prosecutors dropped charg-
es against a man accused of the man-
slaughter of Lovett-Murray’s uncle 
after a fi ght at a country football 
match.

He is keen to put the whole saga 
behind him and hopes that being 
labelled a drug cheat will not affect 
his dreams of creating a better future 
for his people. 

One of Lovett-Murray’s ideas is 
to stage a massive concert, featuring 
international artists, at the MCG to 
raise international awareness of the 
Indigenous health crisis.

It’s something he came up with 
after going to eight funerals of family 
and friends in a two-month period.

Lovett-Murray has been working 
on a business plan for a decade and 
has attracted corporate support, but 
wonders if the drug scandal is why 
government has not supported the 
project. “We need the whole world to 
know what’s going on here,” he said.

“We’re controlled and restrict-
ed by government; we rely on their 
funding too much. I want to raise 
money from this concert and put it 
back into Indigenous health organi-
sations and foundations, and also go 
overseas and raise international aid 
for Indigenous health, just like they 
do for Africans.

“I’ve been lucky through my 
football to be able to go to South 
Africa, and I’ve been to Japan, 

Ireland, America and different coun-
tries. It’s opened my eyes; there are 
a lot of people around the world who 
really do care, and want to support 
the oldest living culture.”

While Lovett-Murray sees there 
are lot of good people who do care, 
he feels most Australians don’t. “It’s 
a slow genocide,” he said. 

Lovett-Murray says appropriate 
education is the key.

“It starts with education. Main-
stream education is failing our 
people,” he said.

Lovett-Murray wants to see a 
school like ASHE in every commu-
nity, where students have one-on-one 
support if needed, cultural knowl-
edge is taught as well as literacy and 

numeracy, and attention is paid to 
mental health and wellbeing.

He is also passionate and excited 
about the prospect of one day coach-
ing at an AFL level, but worries that 
clubs might be turned off by the drug 
cheat label.

“I enjoy working with young 
people who want to get to that next 
level,” he said. 

“I want to pass on my experienc-
es of playing 10 years of AFL and 
what it took to get there – that advice 
and knowledge.

“What you put in is what you get 
out; the more you put in the more you 
get out.”
Koori Mail 

Australia

Lovett-Murray looks ahead

Nathan Lovett-Murray, one of the 33 Essendon players caught up in the AFL doping scandal.

Dear Customers,
We work for Centrelink because 
we want to do worthwhile work 
that contributes to Australia and 
our communities. But this work is 
getting harder every day.

As Centrelink employees, we 
put ourselves at risk by speaking to 
the media or commenting in public 
about what is happening at our 
workplace.

But it’s been a diffi cult year and 
there’s some things we need to tell 
you.

We need to tell you that we see 
your pain and acknowledge your 
fear. We know you are angry and we 
are too. We know that the people of 
Australia deserve better.

We know that the automated 
debt notices are unfair, unjust and 
callous. We acknowledge that in a 
great many cases, they are not your 
debts.

Many of us warned the Depart-
ment of Human Services that the 
debt system wouldn’t work. Despite 

our combined hundreds of years’ 
experience in welfare systems, the 
Department is still not listening.

Debt notices are only the begin-
ning – Centrelink is in crisis and the 
only way to fi x it is for the Turn-
bull government to make it possible 
for us to help you. Minister Tudge 
needs to take responsibility for this 
crisis and offer the Australian public 
real solutions.

Five thousand jobs have been 
cut from the Department of Human 
Services in fi ve years. We need to 
fi x that. We need more staff who 
are permanent and well-trained, and 
who are genuinely consulted about 
how things work so they can help 
you.

We will do our best to be there 
for you today when you come in or 
call, and yes, we are sorry for the 
wait.

Yours sincerely,
Centrelink staff 

and the Community and 
Public Sector Union

More than half of students with 
disability who need funded sup-
port at school are not getting it, 
recent data released by state and 
federal governments shows.

The much-anticipated report 
from the 2015 Nationally Consistent 
Collection of Data (NCCD) shows 
that 12.5 percent of students needed 
supplementary, substantial or exten-
sive support for a disability or learn-
ing diffi culty – more than twice the 
number currently receiving funded 
support.

“The federal government has 
known about this data for more than 
a year and done nothing. It is time 
to act and deliver children with dis-
ability the funded support they need 
to succeed at school,” NSW Teach-
ers’ Federation president Maurie 
Mulheron said.

The damning data – released on 
the last day of the 2016 school year 
– fl ies in the face of NSW Depart-
ment of Education claims that no 
students with disability are missing 
out on the services they need.

Take Action

The data release coincides with 
a NSW Legislative Council inquiry 
underway in parliament. The 
inquiry is looking into the access 
and provision of resources to stu-
dents with disability, including the 
impact of the Department’s Every 
Student, Every School (ESES) 
policy.

The Teachers’ Federation is 
calling on every workplace and 
member to make submissions to the 
inquiry to demand improvement, 
by presenting teachers’ experience 
and evidence of what is needed to 
equitably and effectively support 
students with disability in public 
schools.

Access and provision face sig-
nifi cant barriers in NSW due to the 
ESES cost-capping mechanism and 
the federal government’s refusal to 
deliver the Gonski Students with 
Disability loading, which has been 
withheld for two years.

Mulheron condemned the 

repeated delays in granting disabil-
ity funding.

“The federal government went 
into the 2013 election promising 
to fund all students with disability 
from 2015,” he pointed out.

The promise was repeated by 
then Education Minister Christo-
pher Pyne in June last year when he 
said that from 2016:

Every child in Australia with 
disability will be able to receive the 
correct loading, as they should, to 
match their disability;

“Now we are being told that this 
funding will not be delivered until 
2018 at the earliest.

“The NCCD process has been 
running for six years and has con-
sistently shown huge under-funding 
of disability in Australian schools.

“Every year we delay is another 
cohort of students with disability 
who will miss out on vital support 
and the chance to benefi t fully from 
their education.” 

Open letter from 
Centrelink staff

Urgent action needed

Something to say? Write to the Editor!
email: tpearson@cpa.org.au

The public sector union, the CPSU, has launched an open letter to 
Centrelink customers on behalf of Centrelink staff as controversy 
continues to rage around the Centrelink automated debt crisis.
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Tom Pearson

Capitalism in crisis can be seen 
everywhere: in its failure to pro-
vide the basic necessities to a 
greater part of the world’s popu-
lation; its push globally for pri-
vatisation which is theft from the 
people and deprives them of even 
the most crucial services; in its 
smothering of national cultures; 
in its destruction of the environ-
ment; in the development of 
globalisation itself, which capital 
must impose in order to satisfy 
the insatiable need for more and 
more profi ts.

This crisis, which is fundamen-
tal and deepening, expresses itself 
also in ongoing struggles by people 
around the world. Increased pressure 
from the grassroots environment 
movement to halt the destruction 
of the environment, the pollution of 
the planet which threatens all life, 
has forced the hand of corporations 
responsible and the governments rep-
resenting their vested interests, show-
ing them up as the main culprits at 
one world forum after another.

In Australia, actions have already 
taken place in the fi rst month of this 
year, with thousands of people taking 
to the streets for recognition of Aus-
tralia’s First People in the growing 
push to change the date marking, 
essentially, the meaning and history 
of the nation, Australia Day (see page 
3). In essence this was both a ges-
ture by Australians to the Indigenous 

people as an acknowledgment of our 
history and prior ownership, and a 
protest at the backward and racist 
position taken by successive federal 
governments.

The world’s workers have long 
recognised the global nature and the 
need for unity and internationalism 
based on class, to unite the workers 
of the world. That is what we are wit-
nessing now: hands across nations, 
continents and oceans to, in common 
need and cause, decide the future of 
the world.

Free and fair?
In relation to this, the right to a 

universal franchise is not unimpor-
tant and must be preserved, but the 
electoral system has and is being sys-
tematically manipulated to regularly 
produce an outcome different to that 
indicated by the majority of voters. 
“The will of the people” is a cliché 
being invoked by Donald Trump and 
used by politicians in other countries 
as well. But as has become clear the 
present system does not work out like 
that.

Any election is far from “fair” 
when only the super rich can buy the 
necessary media space to put their 
policies before the people. In the US, 
the total of money spent by the Dem-
ocrat and Republican campaigns runs 

into hundreds of millions of dollars 
and most of it is provided by corpo-
rate donors who expect to get more 
than their money back in the policies 
to be implemented by whoever is the 
winner.

And now, for the fi rst time, a 
gangster sits openly at the desk in 
the Oval Offi ce in the White House.

Australia is not free of similar 
manipulation of the electoral system. 
Past amendments to the NSW elec-
toral law, for example, by a then 
Labor government, resulted in the 
exclusion of many smaller parties 
who might otherwise stand candi-
dates. There is also a very onerous 
fi nancial hurdle to jump to stand can-
didates. The NSW electoral changes 
are designed to ensure that the exist-
ing two-party system remains intact 

with the spoils of offi ce being shared 
by the Labor and Liberal Parties long 
into the future.

In the federal sphere, the votes 
cast for the respective parties bear 
little relationship to the number of 
seats they “win”.

The right to vote is only one ele-
ment in the electoral system. So long 
as the media is controlled by those 
who support either Liberal or Labor 
(or Democrat or Republican in the 
US), so long as they are able to use 
government offi ces to manipulate 
electoral campaigns and bribe voters 
with last minute cash handouts, so 
long as electorate boundaries are 
manipulated, to mention only a few 
areas, there will be a long shadow 
over “free and fair” elections. 

Australia

In common need and cause

Placing Corrections Victoria staff 
from adult jails in charge of juve-
nile inmates could lead to situa-
tions similar to those exposed in 
the Don Dale juvenile detention 
Royal Commission, says the Aus-
tralian Lawyers Alliance (ALA).

ALA spokesperson and barrister 
Greg Barns said that putting cor-
rections staff – who were trained to 
oversee adults – in charge of minors 
in detention showed that the mis-
takes from Don Dale could happen 
all over again. Barns was particular-
ly concerned by the announcement 
that additional weapons would be 
authorised for use against children.

“The Royal Commission into 
the Protection and Detention of 
Children in the Northern Territory 
showed that juvenile inmates in the 
Don Dale detention facility were 
subjected to horrendous abuse at 
the hands of the corrections staff 
tasked and trusted to watch over 
them. As the Royal Commission has 
revealed, part of the problem there 
was that the staff were not prop-
erly trained to work with children in 
detention,” Barns said.

“People in Australia and around 
the world were rightly outraged 
when the extent of the ill-treatment, 
abuse and even torture these minors 
suffered was exposed.”

Under international law, the best 
interests of the child must be para-
mount, detention of children should 
only ever be used as a last resort, 
and torture and ill-treatment are 
never permissible.

“No matter what the situation, 
we cannot have juvenile detainees 
being cared for by prison staff who 
do not have the appropriate level or 
type of training. Authorising the use 

of additional weapons against these 
children is not the answer.”

Barns said that a recent UK par-
liamentary report recommended 
that children should never be put 
in adult detention. The “Review of 
the Youth Justice System in Eng-
land and Wales” actually recom-
mended that the government should 
extend juvenile detention through to 
age 25, which is the opposite of the 
trends we have been seeing in Aus-
tralia recently.

“There is a duty of care to 
ensure that all people being detained 
by the state are cared for by staff 
with the appropriate skills and train-
ing. The primary aim of all deten-
tion should be rehabilitation, but 
when it comes to children this must 
be the number one priority. The 
reforms announced today are likely 
to undermine rehabilitation efforts, 
leaving Victoria’s most vulnerable 
children more damaged than when 
they were detained,” Barns said.

He said putting staff trained to 
deal with adult prisoners in charge 
of minors is potentially creating 
another Don Dale situation and that 
the government must live up to its 
duty-of-care responsibilities, amend 
its announcement and ensure that 
any minors detained in juvenile 
facilities will be cared for by the 
appropriately-trained staff.

“When the Royal Commission 
into the Protection and Detention 
of Children in the Northern Ter-
ritory was announced, the ALA 
called for all places where children 
be detained by any government 
in Australia be investigated by it. 
We reiterate that call today,” Barns 
said. 

The Mining Division of the 
CFMEU is backing a determined 
fi ghtback by severely exploited 
labour hire contract coal mine-
workers in NSW South West 
District. With the backing of 
their families, the labour hire 
mineworkers have already dem-
onstrated their resolve with two 
major public protests involving 
over 1,000 supporters taking part 
in the town of Appin and the city 
of Wollongong.

The workers’ revolt is spread 
across three labour hire fi rms con-
tracted at the Appin colliery – Mas-
termyne, Delta and SCM (Southern 
Colliery Maintenance). South 32 is 
the operating company. It is a spin-
off from BHP’s coal operations in 
the District and has developed a 
ruthless reputation for driving down 
costs at the expense of vulnerable 
contract workers that has resulted 
in cuts of up to 40% in the past two 
years for labour hire mineworkers.

The union’s South West District 
Vice-President Bob Timbs said that 
labour hire workers employed by 
Delta and SCM at Appin are now 
into their third-week out the gate in 
a protected action dispute. Master-
myne terminated its contract with 
labour hire workers at Appin and 
the union is now fi ghting a series of 

unfair dismissal cases there while 
the company is failing to recruit a 
replacement workforce.

“These workers have just 
about been squeezed dry and 
they’ve had enough,” said Timbs. 
“Many of these workers are long 
term employees who despite up to 
9-years service are still treated as 
casual workers with much less pay 
and far less rights than permanent 
employees.

“South 32 exploit this by forc-
ing competing labour hire fi rms to 
cut costs to the bone to get a con-
tract. In turn, they then screw the 
workers so tightly that there is little 
or nothing left to give.

“Our union fi ghts for the rights 
of all our members whether they 
are permanent or contract employ-
ees. We will continue to support the 
labour hire workers revolt. They are 
entitled to equal pay for equal work 
and they are entitled to the same 
rights and conditions as other work-
ers. We don’t hold with notion of 
second class workers in our union”.

Bob Timbs said that the indus-
trial action involved around 140 
workers who want to reverse the 
savage wage cuts infl icted on them 
and the right to move from casual 
to permanent employment after 
12-months service.

There has been some move-
ment forward in negotiations since 
the contractors revolted. However, 
improved offers fall well short of 
recovering what they have lost and 
the issue of job security by moving 
from casual to permanent employ-
ment rights still has to be locked in.

Bob Timbs said the need for job 
security is well illustrated by Mas-
termyne’s actions at Appin. “Our 
union is fi ghting over a dozen unfair 
dismissal cases involving Master-
myne workers at Appin. The com-
pany terminated contracts with its 
casual employees and since then 
has failed to recruit enough work-
ers to replace them. It is to the great 
credit of the workers who revolted 
against their shocking exploitation 
that they remain strong, determined 
and united.

“As long as any workers are 
prepared to fi ght and stand up for 
their rights they will have the full 
support of the union and we believe 
the broader community who believe 
in the right to a Fair Go”.

Timbs pointed out that the con-
tract workers’ revolt comes as coal 
prices have surged by more than 
200% to their highest levels in years 
resulting in windfall gains for oper-
ators like South 32. 

Risk of torture 
and ill treatment

Revolt at the coalface

Find out more about the 

Communist Party of Australia
web www.cpa.org.au email cpa@cpa.org.au phone 02 9699 8844
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The 30 members from a broad section of the Australia 
and NZ societies that make up the 34th Southern 
Cross brigade to Cuba thank the Cuban Institute 
of Friendship with the People, ICAP and the Cuban 
people for welcoming us into their country.

We welcome the recent decision by the Obama 
Administration to eliminate the Wet foot, Dry foot policy 
aimed at encouraging illegal Cuban migration to the 
United States in violation of previous Migration agree-
ments between the governments of Cuba and the US. Also 
the end of the Parole policy that encouraged Cuban doc-
tors, nursers and other professionals to defect to the US 
with the clear and unjust intention of a brain drain that 
has affected Cuban international missions in Third World 
Countries. We recognise these changes to be a result of the 
ongoing principled position taken by the Cuban govern-
ment in the US-Cuba negotiations and another step in the 
reestablishment of civilised diplomatic relations between 
the two countries. 

We call on the US Congress to also end the Cuban 
Adjustment Act of 1966.

Travelling throughout Cuba over the last three weeks 
has allowed the Southern Cross contingent to witness the 
support of the Cuban people for the revolution and its 
government. Equally the respect and love for the father 
of the Cuban revolution Fidel Castro amongst millions of 
Cubans is obvious and sincere.

Talking to people on the streets and visits to different 
health and economic centres show the devastating effects 
on the population by the criminal and illegal US blockade 
on Cuba. This insidious and cruel blockade even punishes 
third countries for exercising their sovereign right to trade 
with Cuba such as the case of the ANZ bank in Australia 
fi ned 5.9 million dollars for economic transactions with 
Cuba.

We had the opportunity of visiting the Latin Ameri-
can School of Medicine, ELAM; an initiative by Fidel 
Castro to train doctors from Latin America free of charge. 
More than 27,000 doctors from 82 countries including the 
United States have since graduated from the program. This 
noble and humane project is unique in the world. During 
our visit we met with students from the Pacifi c Islands 
currently studying medicine at the ELAM. The 34th Bri-
gade encourages the Australian government to partici-
pate with the Cuban medical cooperation in the Pacifi c 
Islands through a program to help fund travel for students 
with scholarships or stipends to facilitate the much needed 
formation of doctors to strengthen health systems in the 
Pacifi c.

The Southern Cross brigade expresses its solidarity 
with the people of Cuba and will continue to strengthen 
the friendship between the people of Australia, NZ and 
Cuba.

We call on the Australian and New Zealand govern-
ments to deepen their economic and diplomatic rela-
tions with Cuba by opening their respective embassies 
in Havana as Cuba has done in Canberra and Wellington.

The policies by the United States such as sponsoring 
regime change activities and the continued occupation of 
Guantánamo Bay against the will of the Cuban people 
must end.

We call on the US Administration and President elect 
Trump to continue to develop just and civilised diplo-
matic relations with Cuba. We call for the end of the US 
blockade on Cuba, the return of Guantánamo Bay and the 
end of all regime change policies sponsored by the US 
governments.
Havana, Cuba January 17, 2017, 
34th Southern Cross Brigade. 

Australia/NZ 34th Southern Cross work-study Brigade Declaration

Long Live the Revolution!

We call for the end of the US blockade 
on Cuba, the return of Guantánamo Bay 
and the end of all regime change policies 
sponsored by the US governments.
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To the Honourable Juan Manuel Santos, 
President of the Republic of Colombia:

Sir, those who sign this letter believe that 
the case against prisoner David Ravelo (cédula 
de ciudadanía 13.887.558) collapsed long ago 
under the weight of lies and an illegitimate 
prosecution. With respect, we ask that you 
instruct your government to release Mr Ravelo 
from prison. We point to a long, unvarying 
record of injustice against Ravelo.

David Ravelo was arrested September 14, 
2010 in Barrancabermeja, Colombia. Charged 
with plotting to murder municipal official 
David Núñez Cala in 1991, he is serving an 
18-year term. Appeals have failed. His case is 
now before the Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights.

Ravelo, we think, is emblematic of thou-
sands of political prisoners in limbo now as 
Colombia implements its peace accord. Impris-
oned combatants and civilian political prisoners 
may soon be eligible for amnesty. Ravelo needs 
to be one of them.

Barrancabermeja, Ravelo’s native city, pro-
duces 60 percent of Colombia’s oil products. In 
the late 1980s the Patriotic Union (UP) elector-
al coalition entered local politics. Soon David 
Ravelo was a UP member of Barrancabermeja’s 
city council and a UP delegate to the Santander 
Assembly. At the time, however, killers were 
targeting UP activists in Barrancabermeja, and 
nationally.

Charged with rebellion in 1993, Ravelo 
went to prison for 27 months. By the late 1990s, 
paramilitaries controlled the city and its sur-
roundings. They massacred 36 Barrancaber-
meja inhabitants on May 16, 1998 and 17 more 
on February 28, 1999.

In Barrancabermeja, Ravelo was a labour 
organiser, community educator, and journal-
ist. He is a long-time member of the Colom-
bian Communist Party’s Central Committee.  
Barrancabermeja’s Catholic Diocese honoured 
Ravelo in 2008 for his 30 years dedicated to 
defending human rights. In response to para-
military violence, he founded and directed the 
CREDHOS human rights organisation. Many 
CREDHOS leaders subsequently were killed 
or threatened.

Ravelo in 2007 circulated a video show-
ing President Alvaro Uribe socialising with 
Barrancabermeja paramilitary leaders in 2001. 

The US government, Colombia’s military ally, 
had complained about Uribe’s ties to paramili-
taries. We suspect that the video, embarrassing 
to President Uribe, provoked his taking action 
against Ravelo.

Persecution, lies, 
and vengeance

Colombia’s government in 1999 convicted 
paramilitary leaders Mario Jaimes Mejía (alias 
“Panadero’) and Fremio Sánchez Carreño for 
organising the two Barrancabermeja massa-
cres. Each received a 20-year sentence. Having 
accused them, David Ravelo played a role in 
their downfall.

From Itagüí prison, paramilitary leader 
Roberto Pérez Álzate “gave the order,” says 
Ravelo, for Jaimes Mejía “to take revenge and 
accuse David Ravelo Crespo and José Arístides 
Andrade” of murdering David Núñez Cala in 
1991.

Jaimes confessed to organising the mas-
sacres of 1998 and 1999 in order to qualify for 
the Justice and Peace Law of 2005. Accord-
ing to that law, paramilitary leaders telling 
the truth and demobilising troops would serve 
eight years in prison. In 2008 Jaimes confessed 
to the Núñez Cala murder and named Ravelo 
and ex-congressperson Arístides Andrade as 
accomplices. He claimed they attended a meet-
ing in Barrancabermeja where the murder was 
planned. Again, accusations against Ravelo 
would ease his entry into the Justice and Peace 
program.

Jaimes’ paramilitary associate Fremio 
Sánchez also confessed to the massacres and 

to his role in the Núñez Cala murder. He too 
implicated Ravelo and Arístides Andrade in 
order to qualify for Justice and Peace.

Jaimes Mejía was a FARC member when 
he killed Núñez Cala; only later would he join 
the paramilitaries. Accusing Ravelo of ties to 
the FARC, he showed investigators a 1985 
photo of Ravelo attending a peace meeting with 
FARC leaders at a forest encampment. Authori-
ties had used the old photo to put Ravelo in 
prison in 1993. Ravelo went free when the 
“Ravelo” in the photo was shown to be some-
one else, a journalist.

In the clutches of the state
The prosecution and trial of Ravelo 

revealed terrible procedural failings. The 
court, for example, accepted Jaimes Mejía’s 
accusation – a lie – that Ravelo and Andrade 
participated in a murder. Colombia’s Attor-
ney General on August 20, 2014 charged him 
with lying, and a judicial unit specialising in 
false witnesses is investigating. Between May 
26, 2015 and October 27, 2016, however, six 
scheduled court sessions were cancelled.

Further, the prosecutor in Ravelo’s case, 
William Pacheco Granados, is a criminal. As 
a police lieutenant in 1991 he arranged for the 
“forced disappearance” of a young man. A mil-
itary court convicted him; he spent a year in 
prison. Law 270 of 1996 prohibits anyone dis-
missed from “any public offi ce” or convicted 
of a crime from joining “the judicial branch.” 
Now Pacheco Granados faces civil prosecution 
for murder.

And, the criminality of Ravelo’s accuser, 
Mario Jaimes Mejía, seems limitless. Jaimes 

arranged for journalist Yineth Bedoya to be 
kidnapped before she was to interview him 
in prison in 2000. She was beaten and raped. 
Jaimes received a 28-year sentence.

There’s more: Jaimes Mejía bribed fellow 
prisoners to testify that Ravelo and Arístides 
Andrade attended the meeting where the murder 
was planned. Jaimes used prisoner Fremio 
Sánchez to recruit them, according to witness-
es at Ravelo’s trial. Prison offi cials facilitated 
meetings to enable Jaimes and Sánchez to con-
spire against Ravelo.

And, none of Ravelo’s 30 defence wit-
nesses were allowed to testify during the trial 
proceedings. Prosecutor Pacheco closed his 
pre-trial investigation without hearing testimo-
ny as to Ravelo’s innocence.

Moreover, four weeks elapsed between 
Ravelo being convicted and the actual 
announcement of his conviction on December 
11, 2012. This “fl agrant violation of due proc-
ess” delayed preparations for Ravelo’s appeal.

Lastly, the atmosphere surrounding Rav-
elo’s trial was grim; “family members and 
members of Ravelo’s CREDHOS organisation 
continually suffered paramilitary death threats 
and harassment while the trial was in progress.”

Summarising, Ravelo declares that, “[T]
he paramilitaries had ‘reasons’ for wanting to 
eliminate me. That’s why … they tried to assas-
sinate me physically, but didn’t succeed. They 
decided to eliminate me judicially, and for that 
they implemented ‘the judicial façade,’ using 
the lie as their favourite weapon. It’s clear, 
therefore, that the truth is the fi rst victim of 
war.” 

The fi rst victim of war
Open letter to President Juan Manuel Santos

Further, the prosecutor in Ravelo’s case, 
William Pacheco Granados, is a criminal. 
As a police lieutenant in 1991 he arranged for 
the “forced disappearance” of a young man. 

Colombian prisoner 
David Ravelo 
must go free, now!
The North American Committee for 
the Defence of David Ravelo and the 
Boston Committee of International 
Labour Defence recently wrote an 
open letter to Colombian President 
Juan Manuel Santos. The two groups 
were demanding freedom for prisoner 
David Ravelo. Members of the two 
organisations on January 19 delivered 
the letter to Yida Ximena Mora Silva, the 
Colombian Consul in Boston, together 
with a list of people and organisations 
signing on in support. Here’s the letter:
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Just before Christmas, a small local 
authority in Texas called Willacy County 
launched a lawsuit. They were suing a 
private prison company called MTC for 
a 2015 riot at a jail they ran in Raymond-
ville, the biggest town – population 11,000 
– in Willacy County. The riot led to the 
prison closing.

Like a lot of small towns in the US, Ray-
mondville really depended on the prison. The 
jail paid Willacy County for every inmate 
it held. This raised about US$2.7 million a 
year – about a third of the county’s US$8.1 
million general budget. The prison also 
employed 400 local people. Willacy County 
are suing MTC for losses of “tens of millions 
of dollars”.

This is not just a sad story about how high 
US imprisonment rates mean small US towns 
end up relying on badly run private jails for 
jobs. The Willacy lawsuit wasn’t reported in 
Britain, but it matters to us.

It matters because our government has 
turned to the US fi rm who are being sued in 
Texas as one of their new favourite contractors. 
Following the embarrassing scandals around 
G4S and SERCO, the government didn’t admit 
privatising prisons and security was a bad thing. 
Instead they just tried to fi nd a new fi rm to give 
the contracts. They chose MTC – who trade in 
Britain as MTC Novo.

In 2016 the government gave MTC the job 
of running the troubled Rainsbrook detention 
centre after G4S failed there. The latest Ofsted 
inspectors report say MTC’s Rainsbrook work 
is “inadequate” in key areas. 

In 2014, the government also gave MTC 
the huge £982 million contract to run privatised 
probation in London. This service is supposed 
to steer ex-offenders away from crime and into 
jobs and housing. If probation fails, crime goes 
up and people get hurt.

Last year the Chief Inspector of Probation 
gave a deeply critical report of MTC’s proba-
tion work, saying their service was “unaccept-
able” as their “poor work means [the] public 
[are] more at risk.”

None of this would have been a shock 
if the government had paid attention to Wil-
lacy County, Texas. The prison was already a 
byword for misery when the American Civil 
Liberties Union began criticising it in 2014.

The jail was made up of huge tents. Close 
to 3,000 prisoners were warehoused in big 
open dormitories under the Kevlar tents. Their 
bunk beds were squished together in the tents. 
Inmates’ regular complaints about grim condi-
tions and abuse by guards broke out into a riot 

which destroyed the jail. The Willacy County 
lawsuit paints a picture of management cyni-
cism and squalor.

The County said: “MTC failed to proper-
ly oversee, manage, and repair the prison and 
turned a blind eye to the enormous problems 
that plagued the prison from its inception.”

“Problems with flooding toilets, water 
seeping underneath the property, rodents, and 
lack of access to basic inmate services plagued 
the facility on MTC’s watch.

“MTC allowed the abysmal conditions to 
continue without taking any action of notify-
ing the County of or attempting to rectify the 
problems with the prison. Further, MTC failed 
to address the issue of prison overcrowding, 
presumably because MTC was paid an addi-
tional per diem for inmates beyond the 90 per-
cent capacity threshold. Two hundred inmates 
slept in each housing pod, there was insuffi -
cient room between beds and new inmates were 
forced to stay in solitary confi nement because 
of overcrowding.

“Tensions ran high due to MTC’s misman-
agement of the prison and its conditions and 
inmates routinely protested, including refusing 
to return to the tents until the toilets were fi xed. 
In each of the 200 inmate housing pods, a single 
correctional offi cer was posted for the duration 
of an eight-hour shift.”

Prisoners rioting and destroying the mas-
sive, squalid tent-pods in which they were held 

sounds like a scene from a dystopian science 
fi ction fi lm. It doesn’t sound like a good future 
for penal policy. But our government decided to 
give the fi rm behind the grim scenes probation 
and prison contracts worth hundreds of millions 
of pounds. It never visited Willacy County jail. 
It didn’t revise its decision to hand over con-
tracts to MTC after the jail burnt down. They 
turned a blind eye because their powerful urge 
to privatise all services cannot be stopped by 
anything as simple as evidence of failure.

Community 
sticks two-fingers up 
at union efforts

GMB and other unions are making real 
efforts to recruit in and change conditions 
among the zero-hours, agency-employee, 
bottom end of the labour market. But it appears 
that Community has stuck a big two-fi ngers up 
at their efforts, at a cost both to the other unions 
and the workers they represent. 

As the Star reported last week, Commu-
nity has cut a deal with the bosses to carve out 
rival union GMB around the Asos warehouse 
in Barnsley. 

Community has signed a “sweetheart deal” 
with XPO, the agency which runs the fashion 
retailer’s massive warehouse. GMB has been 
organising at the warehouse for months, leaf-
leting at the gates every morning, signing up 

members, highlighting bad conditions for the 
workers.

So Community has decided to become the 
bosses’ “sweetheart,” not the workers’ friend. 
They have signed a deal with XPO to repre-
sent the members, even though they haven’t 
recruited on the ground.

They want to become the union at the ware-
house thanks to backing from the bosses, not 
membership among the workers.

XPO are letting Community offer “six 
month free” membership to workers inside the 
warehouse, as a trick to keep out the GMB. If 
they only have a place inside the workplace 
at the bosses’ say-so, how will they ever rep-
resent the staff properly? They will act like a 
company union.

Community are a small union, based on the 
former steelworkers’ union. Their leaders want 
to grow the union by undemocratic, dirty tac-
tics. They have long been a main supporter of 
Labour’s right wing.

Their general secretary regularly appears 
on platforms with Progress, the organisation 
of the New Labour ultras. Last August, Com-
munity also gave £20,000 to “Labour Tomor-
row Ltd,” the shadowy organisation set up to 
fi ght Corbyn.

Community’s rank and fi le membership 
should seriously question these moves by their 
leadership.
Morning Star 

Cagey record? 
Run our prisons

”In each of the 200 inmate housing pods, a single correctional offi cer was posted for the duration of an eight-hour shift.”

Divisive policies slammed
James Tweedie

Latin American leaders united 
last week to condemn US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s affi rmation 
of his plans to build his infamous 
Mexican border wall and turn 
away Syrian refugees. Heads of 
state gathered at the Community 
of Latin American and Caribbean 
States summit in the Dominican 
Republic as Trump began moves 
to build a wall cutting the US off 
from Latin America.

Salvadoran President Salvador 
Sanchez said his country would take 
action to confront the changes, with 
Ecuadorian President Rafael Correa 
calling on the region to “assume a 
clear position in defence of migrants, 
not only from Latin America and the 
Caribbean, but the entire world.”

Cuban President Raul Castro 
called on regional nations to unite in 
their common interests. “Never has it 
been more necessary to tread the path 

of unity, recognising that we have 
numerous interests in common,” he 
said. “Working for unity in diver-
sity is a necessity that cannot be 
postponed.”

Castro reiterated his support for 
the people and government of Vene-
zuela and condemned actions against 
the Bolivarian revolution, as well as 
last year’s legislative coup against 
Brazilian Workers’ Party president 
Dilma Rousseff.

Outgoing US president Barack 
Obama extended his decree declar-
ing Venezuela a threat to national 
security for another year just before 
leaving offi ce last week.

But Castro also said he would 
continue negotiations towards 
detente begun under Obama with 
the Trump administration in the 
“framework of equality,” without 
conceding Cuba’s sovereignty or 
independence.

“It would be desirable for the new 
US government to opt for respect for 

the region, although it is worrying 
that it has declared intentions that put 
at risk our interests in the spheres of 
commerce, employment, migration 
and the environment.”

Meanwhile Mexican President 
Enrique Pena Nieto, who wasn’t 
at the summit, has fi ercely rejected 
Trump’s claims that Mexico will be 
made pay for the wall and cancelled 
his planned visit to Washington.

Pena said he would await reports 
from a high-level team of Mexican 
offi cials currently meeting with the 
Trump administration in Washington 
before deciding how to proceed.

And mayors, state governors 
and legislators in New York, Seattle 
and other “sanctuary cities” vowed 
to resist Trump’s threat to remove 
federal funding unless they end their 
policies of declining to prosecute or 
co-operate in the deportation of ille-
gal immigrants.
Morning Star 

Mexican President Enrique Pena Nieto, has fi ercely rejected Trump’s claims that 

Mexico will be made pay for the wall.
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Andrew Smith

LONDON: This month the High Court here 
will consider a case that could set a vital 
precedent and be instrumental in changing 
British arms export policy.

On February 7-9, following an application 
by Campaign Against Arms Trade (CAAT), 
judges will be examining the legality of arms 
exports to Saudi Arabia for use in Yemen.

For almost two years now, Saudi forces 
have inflicted a brutal and devastating 
bombing campaign on the people of Yemen. 
Schools, hospitals, and homes have been 
destroyed in a bombardment that has killed 
10,000 people and infl icted a humanitarian 
catastrophe on one of the poorest countries 
in the region.

The appalling consequences have been 
condemned by the United Nations, the Euro-
pean Parliament, and major aid agencies on the 
ground, with the Red Cross warning that the 
country has been left on the edge of famine.

A harrowing report from UNICEF has 
found that one child is dying every 10 minutes 
because of malnutrition, diarrhoea, and respi-
ratory-tract infections in Yemen, with 400,000 
at risk of starvation.

Right at the outset of the bombing, Brit-
ain’s then-foreign secretary Philip Hammond 
pledged to “support the Saudis in every practi-
cal way short of engaging in combat.” Unfor-
tunately, the British government has stayed true 
to his word. One major way in which it has 
done this is through the sale of arms.

Despite the destruction, and despite its 
appalling human rights record at home, Saudi 
Arabia is by far the largest buyer of British 
arms.

The arms sales haven’t slowed down; in 
fact, Britain has licensed over £3.3 billion 
(US$4.1 billion) worth of arms since the bomb-
ing began. These include Typhoon fi ghter jets, 
which have been used in the bombardment, 
and missiles and bombs that reports by Human 
Rights Watch and Amnesty International have 
linked to attacks on civilian targets.

Last month, Saudi forces even admitted 
to using British-made cluster bombs, one of 
the cruellest and deadliest weapons that can 
be used in warfare. When bombs are dropped 
they open up in mid-air to release hundreds of 
sub-munitions. Their impact is indiscriminate. 

Anybody within the striking area is very likely 
to be killed or seriously injured.

The bombs were exported in 1988, but the 
lifespan of weapons is very often longer than 
that of the political situation they are bought 
in. How will the billions of pounds’ worth of 
weapons being sold now be used and who will 
they be used against?

If cluster bombs are not considered beyond 
the pale by the Saudi military, then what is the 
likelihood that its personnel are doing every-
thing in their power to avoid civilian casual-
ties? It’s not just the bombs that are deadly; 
it is the mindset which allows their use in the 
fi rst place.

British arms export law is very clear. It 
says that licenses for military equipment should 
not be granted if there is a “clear risk” that it 
“might” be used in a serious violation of inter-
national humanitarian law. By any reasonable 
interpretation, these criteria should defi nitely 
prohibit all arms sales to Saudi Arabia that 
could be used in Yemen.

Of course the relationship is nothing new 
and the problem is institutional rather than 

party-political. For decades now successive 
British governments of all political colours 
have armed and uncritically supported the 
Saudi regime.

In 2006, we saw former Prime Minister 
Tony Blair intervening to stop a corruption 
investigation into arms deals between Saudi 
Arabia and BAE Systems. This was quickly 
followed by another multibillion-pound fi ghter 
jet sale. In 2013 and 2014, we saw then-Prime 
Minister David Cameron and even Prince 
Charles making visits to the Saudi Kingdom 
where they posed for fawning photographs and 
pushed arms sales.

One outcome of this cosy partnership has 
been a high level of integration between Brit-
ish and Saudi military programs. There are 
around 240 British Ministry of Defence civil 
servants and military personnel working to 
support the contracts through the Ministry of 
Defence Saudi Armed Forces Program and the 
Saudi Arabia National Guard Communications 
Project.

The political consensus seems to be shift-
ing though, with the Labour, SNP and Liberal 

Democrat front benches – and many Tory back-
bench legislators – all calling for arms sales 
to be suspended while an independent investi-
gation into their legality takes place. This has 
gone a long way in shifting the terms of the 
debate.

But, even if it is taken up, it can not be 
enough unless it is complemented by an end to 
future arms sales and a meaningful change in 
foreign policy.

Regardless of the outcome in court, it is 
already clear how weak and broken British 
arms export controls are. A brutal dictatorship 
has created a humanitarian catastrophe, killed 
thousands of civilians, and fl outed international 
law and yet Britain has continued arming and 
supporting it.

Instead of following its own rules on arms 
sales, the government has prioritised arms com-
pany profi ts over human rights.

If that’s not enough to stop arms sales, then 
what more would it take?
Morning Star 

International

For almost two years now, Saudi forces have infl icted a brutal and devastating bombing campaign on the people of Yemen. 

Billions from 
Saudi war crimes

Trump’s pipeline vested interest
Michelle Zacarias

WASHINGTON: Protesters fi lled 
the street in front of the White 
House Tuesday just hours after 
Donald Trump signed Presidential 
memoranda and executive orders 
that greased the way for both the 
Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL) 
and the Keystone XL pipeline to 
be approved.

In addition, there were pro-
tests staged in Chicago, New York, 
Los Angeles and elsewhere. Many 
Indigenous leaders and environmen-
tal advocates also spoke out.

Jan Hasselman, a lawyer for 
Earthjustice, an environmental law 
group helping the Standing Rock 
Sioux of North Dakota fi ght the 
DAPL, told the New York Times that 
by signing the directives, Trump 
“was discarding the fi ndings of an 
[environmental] review. They’re 
just ignoring the problems that the 
government has already found,” he 
said, “and that is the kind of thing 
that courts need to review very 
closely.”

Until last year, Trump was 
an investor in Energy Transfer 

Partners, which owns the Dakota 
pipeline. He claims he sold all of his 
stock holdings this past June. But 
according to Irina Ivanova of Mon-
eyWatch, he has not provided docu-
mentation of the divestment.

DAPL is a proposed 1,100-mile 
oil pipeline planned to run from the 
North Dakota oil fi elds to a river 
terminal in Illinois. It’s almost com-
pletely built, except for a section 
that was supposed to be drilled in 
a place where the Standing Rock 
Sioux get their drinking water.

In protest, thousands of Native 
Americans and their allies gath-
ered for months at Standing Rock 
and were harassed by local police 
forces.

This past December, the US 
Army Corps of Engineers denied 
the fi nal permit for the Dakota 
Access Pipeline construction. Con-
struction of Keystone XL a pipeline 
proposed by TransCanada, was also 
been halted by federal action.

In 2015, President Obama 
issued an executive order stating 
that the project would undermine 
attempts to curb the US’s reliance 
on carbon energy. It is designed to 

run from the Canadian oil sands 
to the Gulf Coast. Environmental-
ists found that it would encourage a 
form of oil extraction that produces 
more gases that warm the planet 
than normal petroleum.

Protections 
battered down

But despite these fi ndings, 
despite mass protests, court deci-
sions and federal rulings, President 
Trump has now taken both the Key-
stone and Dakota pipelines out of 
the scrap heap.

The New York Times quotes 
Trump as saying that he thinks the 
process of deciding whether or not 
a project hurts the environment “is 
out of control.”

Trump told pipeline advocates, 
“We’re going to make it a very short 
process. [And] generally speaking, 
we’re going to be giving you your 
permits.”

Trump said “We’re going to see 
if we can get that [Keystone] pipe-
line built. [it’s going to create] a lot 
of jobs, 28,000 jobs. Great construc-
tion jobs.”

This number has been ques-
tioned by many experts, who have 
come up with widely differing esti-
mates. But all experts agree that vir-
tually none of the construction jobs 
will last beyond the one year it will 
take to build Keystone.

Irina Ivanova quotes the pipe-
line’s owner, TransCanada, as esti-
mating that after the thing is built, 
“it would need a mere 50 people to 
maintain it, 35 employees and 15 
contractors.”

Construction job estimates for 
the Dakota Access pipeline are 
hard to come by, Ivanova writes. 
“Most of the project is already con-
structed; all that remains is a piece 
that would pass under Lake Oahe, 
a source of drinking water for the 
Standing Rock Sioux tribe, which 
has opposed the pipeline for that 
reason.”

However, once the pipeline is 
operating, according to a factsheet 
created by Dakota Access LLC 
itself, maintenance of the pipeline 
will only create about 12 to 15 per-
manent jobs each in North Dakota, 
South Dakota, and Iowa. There will 
be only about six permanent jobs 

created by the pipeline in Illinois, 
the factsheet said.

The fight is not over
Those who believe the pipelines 

would do more harm than good 
have vowed to continue their fi ght. 
They have a modicum of hope for at 
least partial success.

The reason? One thing Trump 
did not do Tuesday is give an 
unconditional green light to the 
pipelines.

Carolyn E Raffensperger, an 
environmental lawyer and the exec-
utive director of the Science and 
Environmental Health Network, 
explained in a public Facebook 
post that Trump has not ordered 
the Army to stop its Environmen-
tal Impact Study but instead gave 
the Army, which has already ruled 
against DAPL, great latitude in its 
decision making.

Trump also says he wants to 
“renegotiate some of the terms,” but 
has not explained what he means 
by that.
People’s World 
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Mental health and 
the political agenda
More funding is recommended by 
interested parties as an answer to 
the terrifying increase of undiag-
nosed mental health issues, notice-
ably among younger men. Mental 
health spokespeople are not 
apparently moved to investigate 
publicly the social and economic 
determinants. Nor do they speak 
about the specifi c dangers of ICE 
addiction, with its characteristic 
violent, uncontrolled anti-social 
behaviour.

Decision-makers need to commit 
time and thought to these underlying 
factors, if they’re serious about the 
prevention of further catastrophes.

Mentally disturbed citizens and 
regular users of ICE, pose a much 
bigger threat to our society than 
terrorist attacks. (Man Monis was 
more mentally ill than a terrorist). 
The Bourke Street Mall horror was 
a combination of mental illness and 
ICE abuse.

Yet our leaders will spend a tril-
lion dollars on military – including 
stockpiles of military junk – over 
next 20 years!

Not to mention billions of dollars 
on homeland security and protecting 
the community against the relatively 
low risk of terrorist attack – in con-
trast with the lip service to the bur-
geoning problem of ICE and the vast 
under funding and under support of 
the mentally ill who live among us 
in the community.

Our leaders seem more intent in 
following a political agenda – paid 
for by the taxpayer – than any con-
cern for the real suffering and risks 
of its citizens. Surely the lesson of 
the Bourke Street Mall is that gov-
ernments need to start the war on ICE 
and start properly funding services 
for the mentally ill – or risk becom-
ing increasingly irrelevant.

Dr Con Costa
Sydney

Asbestos not 
a thing of the past

Asbestos is a killer that continues 
to claim the lives of Australians 
including men, women and young 
adults years after it was banned 
in Australia in 2003. To save 
lives we’re on a mission to edu-
cate more Australians than ever 
before about potentially danger-
ous asbestos products still lurking 
in one third of Aussie homes.

After losing a dear friend and 
colleague to mesothelioma, the 
memory of what asbestos did to my 
mate Harold Hopkins and that it 
might have been avoided still fi lls me 
with deep sadness. Harold is among 
the countless Australians whose lives 
have been lost because they inhaled 
asbestos fi bres.

As Ambassador for Asbestos 
Awareness Month, former DIY ren-
ovator and tradie, I’ve met many, 
many people who like me, have 
lost someone dear to them and been 
unnecessarily exposed to asbes-
tos fibres. Friends, grandparents, 
husbands, wives, mothers, fathers, 
daughters, sons and tragically, even 
grandchildren have succumbed to 

asbestos-related diseases because 
they inhaled asbestos fi bres.

The First Wave of victims were 
the miners and manufacturers of 
asbestos and their wives who died 
from mesothelioma when they 
breathed in fibres while washing 
their husbands’ work clothes. The 
Second Wave of asbestos-related 
deaths were tradies who’d worked 
with asbestos-containing prod-
ucts. Their partners also became 
victims and sometimes even chil-
dren who’d inhaled fibres died in 
their early 20s before their lives 
had even begun.

In recent times in what’s been 
dubbed the “Third Wave” of victims, 
homeowners, DIYers and tradies 
have been identifi ed as those most 
at risk when they renovate homes, 
unknowingly disturb asbestos and 
inhale the fi bres that can kill.

Asbestos is not a thing of the 
past. It remains an ever-present 
danger: asbestos remains in one in 
every three Aussie homes and if 

disturbed releasing fi bres that can be 
inhaled, lives can be at risk.

Asbestos is not just in fibro 
homes. Any brick, weatherboard, 
fi bro or clad home, even apartments 
built or renovated before 1987 will 
contain asbestos in some form or 
another. Asbestos could be lurk-
ing under fl oor coverings, in walls, 
behind wallpaper, under fl oor and 
wall tiles, in eaves, garages, car-
ports, sheds, bathrooms, kitchens, 
laundries, roofs, fences and even con-
crete paths.

With the current popularity of 
DIY and home renovations increas-
ing, now more than ever before 
Australians must take the warnings 
seriously to prevent this avoidable 
and tragic loss of life.

It would mean a great deal to me 
and all the families you have lost a 
loved one, if you could publish this 
story with the aim of saving lives.

John Jarratt
Ambassador, 

Asbestos Awareness Campaign
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One of the defi ning characteristics of our 
era is the way the USA stomps around 
the world daring anyone to get in its way. 
Its people are saddled with a truly huge 
“defence” budget that consumes a hideous 
amount of their production and resources, 
but which is justifi ed to them with assur-
ances that because their military is so huge, 
no one dares even to defy them, let alone 
threaten them.

This comforting fi ction is assiduously pro-
moted by all forms of the capitalist media and 
the US political establishment. It even sur-
vived the shock of failing to prevent the terror-
ist attacks of 9/11 on signifi cant icons in New 
York and Washington.

Since the end of WW2, the US has used its 
bloated military to wage wars almost non-stop 
all around the world, some declared, as well 
as some undeclared but overt nonetheless, and 
some (quite a few, in fact) covert but just as 
destructive and deadly.

This blatant exerting of military might has 
invariably been on behalf of US corporate inter-
ests and the noble goal of maintaining or hope-
fully increasing their profi ts. It has, however, 
been sold to the American people incredibly as 
maintaining peace!

With successive US administrations con-
fi dent that they were secure behind the shield 
of their military might, the US has also been 
emboldened to overthrow governments, organ-
ise coups, and carry out assassinations and mur-
derous drone attacks.

Thousands of US troops are stationed 
abroad, from Europe to Africa, the Pacifi c, 
even Australia. The United States has been 
openly engaged in fi ghting an ongoing war in 
Afghanistan and Iraq and more covertly – with 
its “special forces” – in Syria. Using its allies 
and clients as surrogates, it has also attacked 
Libya, Somalia, Yemen, and Ukraine as well 
as other places in Africa and South America.

On a US TV panel discussion organised by 
Democracy Now, professor Andrew Bacevich, 
a retired colonel and Vietnam War veteran, con-
sidering that the US has been waging all these 
costly wars for so many years, asked the rhetor-
ical question: “How is it that we haven’t won? 
We haven’t won anywhere, ‘winning’ in the 
sense of conclusively achieving our political 
objectives; however you might want to defi ne 
those objectives. And given that we haven’t 
won, what should we be doing differently ... to 
compensate for this record in which the greatest 
military in the world, as we are constantly told, 
doesn’t get the job done?”

Professor Bacevich’s latest book is Ameri-
ca’s War for the Greater Middle East: A Military 
History. He doesn’t have a very sanguine view 
of US military might in action. On the panel 
program he said: “I think, broadly speaking, 
the US military’s role – US military activism in 
various parts of the Islamic world over the past 
several decades – has been counterproductive.”

Referring to the recent confi rmation hear-
ings for Donald Trump’s new department heads, 
Professor Bacevich said: “ I fi nd it disturbing 

that no member of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee is willing to acknowledge [the US 
military’s] record of failure and to ask our next 
secretary of defence what he proposes to do to 
amend that sorry record.”

For his part, during the confi rmation hear-
ings, Trump’s nominee as the USA’s next 
Secretary of Defence, Marine Corps Gener-
al James Mattis, repeatedly called for the US 
military to be “more lethal”! Mattis’s 41-year 
career included stints in the Gulf War, Iraq and 
Afghanistan. During the 2004 battle of Fallu-
jah he earned himself the nickname “Mad Dog” 
Mattis and in May of the same year, he notori-
ously ordered an attack on a small Iraqi village 
that ended up killing about 42 people attending 
a wedding ceremony.

A “mad dog” indeed, and he wants the US 
military to be “more lethal”?

Mattis’ nomination says much about 
Donald Trump and his projected administra-
tion. Aaron Glantz, a senior reporter from the 
Centre for Investigative Reporting has raised 
the question of whether Mattis is in fact a war 
criminal. “Since 9/11, we’ve been engaged in 
wars around the world, and General Mattis has 
been a leading battlefi eld commander in many 
of those theatres, including in the April 2004 
siege of Fallujah, where the US Marines killed 
so many people that the municipal soccer sta-
dium in the city had to be turned into a grave-
yard for the dead.

“There’s documented cases of US marines 
shooting at ambulances, shooting at aid 

workers, destroying shopping centres – raising 
huge issues not only of violations of the Geneva 
Convention over targeting protected groups, 
but also of proportionality, because the entire 
battle was launched to get the people who killed 
four Blackwater Security contractors, and a city 
of 300,000 people was levelled in response, 
under the command of General Mattis.”

Fallujah is not the only blot on Mattis’ 
record. Glantz again: “He played not only a 
critical role as a battlefi eld commander in Fallu-
jah, but also, afterwards, when he was promot-
ed to various other higher-ranking positions, he 
served as a convening authority in court-martial 
proceedings against various marines who had 
been accused of atrocities – for example, in the 
Haditha massacre, where a group of marines 
went on a killing spree after one in their unit 
was killed.

“And they killed, according to a Time mag-
azine investigation, dozens of Iraqi civilians 
in their homes and also in a car and up on a 
ridge. And General Mattis dismissed the charg-
es against many of the marines accused, per-
sonally intervening to clear their names before 
the justice system had run its course. And in the 
end, nobody connected to that massacre served 
a day in prison.”

And this is now to be the politician in charge 
of the world’s most powerful military machine! 
But still, there is no way he could start a war 
without the prior knowledge and approval of 
the President, is there? So we’re OK? Donald 
Trump wouldn’t, would he ... ? 

Marine Corps General James Mattis.

Oh what 
a lovely 
war!
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Asghar Farhadi may be to Iran’s screen what Arthur 
Miller was to the American stage. His 2011 A Separa-
tion, a searing account of an Iranian couple’s divorce, 
won the Oscar and Golden Globe for Best Foreign 
Language Film. A Separation’s script also scored 
Farhadi a nomination for the Best Writing, Original 
Screenplay Academy Award. The writer/director’s 
newest feature, The Salesman, is again in contention 
for the Best Foreign Language Film Oscar (nomi-
nated for the Golden Globe in the same category, The 
Salesman lost to Elle).

The Salesman opens with a natural disaster in Tehran 
that foreshadows later tumultuous events in the movie. 
The damage caused by the upheaval forces a married 
middle class couple, Emad (Shahab Hosseini, a Farhadi 
regular who won Cannes’ Best Actor award for The Sales-
man) and Rana (Taraneh Alidoosti, appearing here in her 
fourth Farhadi fi lm), to relocate. Their quest for a new 
place to live is complicated by the fact that the new fl at 
they rent had been inhabited by a prostitute, who proves 
to be uncooperative. The husband and wife’s troubled 
move sets the stage for a sexual violation of Rana, which 
in turn launches Emad on an obsessive crusade to capture 
and punish the culprit, Babak (Babak Karimi).

The mood spun by the skilful Farhadi is low key; 
although The Salesman has a Neo-Realist vibe and, per-
haps at times, a Film Noir feel, the auteur’s use of met-
aphor heightens his drama beyond naturalism. Emad, 
whose day job is teaching literature in high school, is 
appearing at night with Rana in a production of Miller’s 
Death of a Salesman at what appears to be the Tehran 
equivalent of an LA 99-seat intimate theatre or an Off-
Broadway playhouse.

The parallels between Farhadi’s fi lm and Miller’s 
play and the characters the screen actors depict on the 
boards in the play-within-a-movie – Emad portrays Willy 
Loman, with Rana as the travelling salesman’s wife, 
Linda – are by far the best, most thought-provoking thing 
about this 125-minute motion picture. In an uncredited 
interview in press notes provided at a private screening, 
Farhadi held forth on Death of a Salesman, stating:

“The most important thing is the social critique of 
a period in history when the sudden transformation of 
urban America caused the ruin of a certain social class. A 
category of people who couldn’t adapt to this rapid mod-
ernisation got crushed. In that sense, the play resonates 
strongly with the current situation in my country. Things 
are changing at a breathtaking pace and it’s adapt or die,” 
Farhadi said about life in the Islamic Republic.

The Salesman also deals with the concept of “honour 
killings,” wherein usually Muslim male members of fami-
lies are “duty-bound” to revenge the breaking of sexual 
codes generally regarding female relatives. Perhaps 
through the thoroughly not-so-modern Emad’s quest for 
vengeance, Farhadi, an astute observer, is dramatising a 
critique of this aspect of contemporary Islamic culture in 
a way that will pass muster with the mullahs’ censors? 
Like Hollywood fi lmmakers after the so-called Produc-
tion Code was enacted in 1934, Iranian artists have to play 
footsie with the motion picture powers-that-be. Instead 
of the Hays Offi ce and studio chiefs, Farhadi and his col-
leagues have to contend with the ayatollahs’ henchmen.

Farhadi discussed the phenomenon of censorship 
and more at an informative January 7 symposium co-
presented by the American Cinematheque and the Holly-
wood Foreign Press Association at Hollywood’s Egyptian 
Theatre. 

All fi ve directors of the Golden Globe nominees for 
Best Foreign Language Film gathered for a provocative 
discussion moderated by HFPA’s Sam Asi, including: 

Elle’s Paul Verhoeven, Neruda’s Pablo Larraín, Divines’ 
Houda Benyamina, Toni Erdmann’s (which is also Oscar-
nominated in this category) Maren Ade, and Farhadi. 
Although they speak some English, he and Benyamina 
were joined by interpreters on director’s chairs in front of 
the Egyptian’s screen, onto which the panellists’ images 
were projected.

Asked by the moderator about working underneath 
the gaze of the Islamic Republic’s watchdogs, Farhadi 
thoughtfully, drolly replied: “If there’s a rock in the water, 
the water still fi nds a way around it. You fi nd a new lan-
guage because there’s censorship. Censors think that the 
creativity of fi lmmakers is thanks to them. But in the 
long term they destroy creativity. Because the limitations 
become a part of the fi lmmaker’s personality. That’s the 
danger.”

Asi shrewdly pointed out that three of the Globe-
nominated international cinema works – Elle, Divines 
and The Salesman – dealt with sexual attacks and asked 
Farhadi about the nature of “punishment and forgive-
ness”. The contemplative Iranian director answered: “The 
days of cinema giving answers is over. Cinema should 
ask questions ... Everyone in the world, every country is 
involved in vengeance ... The law is in no way concerned 
with reasons. It’s never via law that we’ll achieve truth.”

Farhadi also generated laughter in the packed audi-
ence of 600 foreign fi lm fans by declaring that despite the 
fact that his movies often depict marital woes, he and his 
wife have a very happy relationship. Be that as it may, 
the humanity of the characters who happen to be Iranian 
and Muslim in Farhadi’s all-too-human movies raises 
the same question folksinger Phil Ochs asked when he 
defi antly printed English translations of Chairman Mao’s 
poems instead of jacket notes on a 1966 album cover: Is 
this the enemy?
People’s World 
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February 2
STATE OF THE ARTS (OPENING NIGHT SPECIAL EVENT)
• Politician: Sarah Hanson-Young, Federal Greens MP, Arts Portfolio
• Sydney College of the Arts Advocates: Barbara Oaran, 

Juanel de la Foret, Cecilia Casto
• Guest Artists: Jenny Orchard, Undy Lee, Joyce Hinterding, 

Buck the Busker

February 9
SYRIAN CRISIS – ALEPPO, THE LOST CITY?
• Dr Ahmad Shboul, former head of Middle East Studies, University of 

Sydney
• Dr Rodger Shanahan, Research Fellow, the Lowy Institute

February 16
LAND CLEARING, SPECIES EXTINCTION & MURDER: 
THE STRUGGLE TO SAVE OUR ENVIRONMENT
• Dr Oisin Sweeney, Snr Ecologist, National Parks & Wildlife NSW
• Gregory Miller, Producer at Film Projects, Director Cultivating Murder
• Corinne Fisher, Co-ordinator for Stand Up for Nature campaign,Total 

Environment Centre & Nature Conservation Council

February 23
THE CASE FOR PALESTINE
• Nahed Odeh, former Head, Women & Child’s Unit, Palestinian 

Legislative Council, Ramallah & Doctoral student in Law, UNSW
• Dr Peter Slezak, Professor in Philosophy, School of Humanities & 

Social Sciences, UNSW

March 2
POLITICAL FUNDING: WHO PAYS THE PIPER 
CALLS THE TUNE? DOES DEMOCRACY MATTER?
• David Shoebridge, NSW Greens MP
• John Keane, University of Sydney
• Dr Lloyd Cox, Lecturer Macquarie University, Australian and 

US political history & foreign policy, globalization and nationalism
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Film review by Ed Rampell

The Salesman

Shahab Hosseini as Emad and Taraneh Alidoosti as Rana.
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Aboriginal leaders, including from the 
National Congress of Australia’s First Peo-
ples, want Western Australian authorities 
involved in the death of Ms Dhu prosecut-
ed. The call comes after WA Coroner Ros 
Fogliani found the 22-year-old Aboriginal 
woman was treated inhumanely by police 
and her death could have been prevented.

Ms Dhu, whose fi rst name is not used for 
cultural reasons, died two days after being 
locked up at South Hedland Police Station in 
August 2014 for unpaid fi nes totalling $3,622, 
stemming from charges including assaulting 
police. 

She died during her third visit in as many 
days to the Hedland Health Campus in the 
Pilbara from staphylococcal septicaemia and 
pneumonia after an infection in her fractured 
ribs spread to her lungs.

Some police testifi ed they thought Ms Dhu 
was faking illness and was coming down from 
drugs, while some medical staff also thought 
she was exaggerating and had behavioural 
issues. 

Coroner Fogliani found that Ms Dhu’s 
death could have been prevented if her illness 

had been diagnosed earlier and she had been 
given antibiotics, adding that her overall care 
was below expected standards.

National Congress co-chair Jackie Hug-
gins says there should be prosecutions. “Whilst 
Congress cautiously welcomes the recommen-
dations from the coroner, we strongly believe 
that the fi ndings fall short and should recom-
mend prosecution for those whose negligence 
and racism (whether unconscious or conscious) 
resulted in the death of a young Yamatji Nanda/
Bunjima woman,” she said.

Fellow co-chair Rod Little said the Con-
gress would continue to advocate for accounta-
bility and a shift towards preventative measures 
within the justice system.

WA Police Commissioner Karl O’Callaghan 
said the images of Ms Dhu’s treatment were 
disturbing. WA Premier Colin Barnett said the 
police seen on security footage manhandling 
Ms Dhu were in a “diffi cult situation”, but her 
death should not have occurred.

Unprofessional actions 
In her report, the coroner said Ms Dhu’s 

suffering as she lay close to death in the lockup 

was compounded by the unprofessional and 
inhumane actions of some offi cers.

Ms Fogliani agreed to release footage 
showing Ms Dhu’s final hours, including 
police dragging and carrying Ms Dhu’s limp 
body to a police van. Another clip shows an 
offi cer pulling Ms Dhu by the wrist to sit her 
up before dropping her, causing her to hit her 
head.

While police did not contribute to Ms 
Dhu’s death, irreversible failings were made, 
and Ms Fogliani said it was profoundly disturb-
ing to witness the appalling treatment of Ms 
Dhu on the day she died. “Ms Dhu was dearly 
loved by her family and her death has left them 
heartbroken,” she said.

“In her fi nal hours she was unable to have 
the comfort of the presence of her loved ones, 
and was in the care of a number of police offi c-
ers who disregarded her welfare and her right 
to humane and dignifi ed treatment.”

Ms Fogliani made several recommenda-
tions, including changes to the law so a war-
rant authorising imprisonment was no longer 
an option for unpaid fi nes, and instead, a mag-
istrate would make the decision.

Ms Fogliani said she hoped her recommen-
dations would prevent similar deaths.

“It is my expectation not to see such treat-
ment of a person held in custody again,” she 
said. Some people in the packed court room 
shouted “Racism!” and “Shame on you!” after 
the coroner fi nished her remarks.

Outside court, Ms Dhu’s grandmother 
Carol Roe became emotional talking about the 
two-year wait for answers.

The family said they were disappointed 
because no one had been held accountable. “[I 
was hoping for] justice and I still haven’t got 
it,” Ms Dhu’s mother Della Roe said.

WA Police Commissioner Karl O’Callaghan 
said the images of Ms Dhu’s treatment were 
disturbing and police had obligations to people 
in custody. 

“We are the guardians of their safety, their 
welfare and, of course, their dignity, and I 
accept that we failed Ms Dhu in this regard,” 
he said. 

“She was not treated with the right level of 
human compassion or dignity.”
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Britain

Anti-Trump protests
Steve Sweeney

LONDON: Protests were held 
worldwide last month as Donald 
Trump was inaugurated as the 
45th president of the United 
States. Anti-racist and anti-war 
protesters were joined by wom-
en’s groups and other activists 
at events in at least 30 towns and 
cities across Britain, including 
Manchester, Leeds, Birmingham, 
Cardiff and Edinburgh.

Thousands attended a major 
protest at the US embassy in 
London with the organising group 
Stand Up to Racism warning that 
“the effects of the Trump presidency 
will be felt all over the world.”

The anti-racist group fears 
that racism and sexism will be 
normalised by one of the world’s 
most powerful and visible fi gures. 
During a bitter and divisive elec-
tion campaign, Trump made a 
series of infl ammatory and racist 
statements, including a call to ban 
all Muslims from entering the US 
and a pledge to force Mexicans to 
build a wall to stop them crossing 
the border.

Human rights organisation 
Amnesty International urged Trump 
to “condemn hate and protect 
human rights,” calling on him to 
“publicly repudiate the use of tor-
ture and to close the US detention 
centre at Guantánamo Bay.” Trump 

has pledged to increase the use of 
torture and fi ll Guantánamo with 
“bad dudes.”

Campaigners also condemned 
him for his rhetoric and attacks on 
minorities throughout the election 
contest. He mocked a disabled jour-
nalist, referred to Mexicans as “rap-
ists,” and condoned the beating of 
opponents protesting at his rallies. 
He was caught on tape claiming that 
his celebrity status meant that he 
could do what he wanted to women 
including “grab them by the pussy.”

Women who have accused 
Trump of sexual assault are fi ling 
lawsuits against him.

Trump announced last week that 
he was “getting ready to leave for 
Washington, DC.” He said, “The 
journey begins and I will be work-
ing and fi ghting very hard to make 
it a great journey for the American 
people. I have no doubt that we 
will, together, make America great 
again.”

However, John Rees from 
the People’s Assembly warned: 
“Donald Trump’s presidency is 
bad for black Americans, bad for 
Muslim Americans, bad for Mexi-
can Americans, bad for any woman 
in America, bad for anyone who 
needs healthcare in America and 
bad for any working person in 
America.”

“His foreign policy will 
undoubtedly be bad for the rest of 

the world. We all have an interest 
in making this the shortest ever US 
presidency.”

The Labour Party’s shadow 
home secretary Diane Abbott urged 
solidarity against Trump: “There is 
a link between infl ammatory state-
ments by politicians and racist 
attacks and hate crimes on the 
street.

“Now is the time for people of 
goodwill to unite and stand up to 
racism.”

Trump has made a series of bel-
ligerent statements on internation-
al issues – including a promise to 
move the US embassy in Israel to 
Jerusalem.

Stop the War Coalition vice-
chairman Chris Nineham said 
Trump’s election represented a 
serious danger for global politics: 
“Trump has threatened Iran, pro-
voked China, promised to escalate 
in the Middle East, and move the 
US embassy in Israel to Jerusa-
lem. These are dangerous days for 
the world. The anti-war movement 
needs to be on full alert.”

Communist Party of Britain 
general secretary Rob Griffi ths 
warned that “the reality of Trump’s 
big business politics” would hit the 
working class and minorities as he 
called for “maximum international 
solidarity.”
Morning Star 

Coroner says Ms Dhu’s 
treatment was inhumane


