Stand with the land

For more than two years, Yawuru man
Micklo Corpus has monitored the com-
ings and goings of work crews at a remote
gas exploration site called Yulleroo on the
outskirts of Roebuck Plains in Western
Australia’s Kimberley region.

From a campsite beside the front gate, he’s
made a stand for the land — as Corpus puts it
— and its creatures, the water and for future
generations.

Last week, his commitment and leader-
ship were formally recognised by the Aus-
tralian Conservation Foundation (ACF), with
Corpus being named alongside Adnymathanha
anti-nuclear campaigner Regina McKenzie
as the joint recipient of the 2016 Rawlinson
Award at that organisation’s annual meeting in
Melbourne.

Corpus’ vigil began in August 2014
after Buru Energy, the Perth-based company
behind multiple gas exploration sites at Yul-
leroo, started seismic mapping after receiv-
ing approvals to frack (a controversial mining
practice that blasts toxic chemicals into rock
seams) within the environmentally-sensitive
Canning Basin.

“They do sonar readings so they can get a
reading of what the formation looks like under
the ground, 3km deep,” Corpus says. “When
they do these activities our goannas are under
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the ground. And our goannas will come up
when it’s thunder and lightning and they feel
the vibration, that’s when they come out.

“But because (the sonar) is making the sim-
ilar kind of vibrations it’s disturbing their life.
When we go hunting it’s skinny now. We gotta
throw it away. For us that’s wasting. They’ve
also bulldozed these seismic lines in the area
where we got bilbies. We had a healthy popu-
lation in that area.

“When the bulldozer comes it’s in the day
and this little creature is three metres under the
ground. So when he comes up at night, his hole
is blocked. He can’t get out. The company say
these little creatures are good diggers. But they
only dig one way: down.”

Preparing the exploratory sites at Yulleroo
to extract the gas also threatens underground
water reserves, says Corpus. Like the one
nearby Broome relies on for its drinking water,
as well as surface waterways like the Fitzroy
River and Roebuck Bay, a wetland identified
by the Ramsar Convention as being of interna-
tional importance.

“It’s our water,” says Corpus. “We should
be zero tolerance. Nobody should be able to
tamper with that water.”

Energy resource development in the Can-
ning Basin is set to be a major environmental
issue in the lead-up to the 2017 WA election,

This is the last edtion of the Guardian for 2016.
The first for 2017 will be on January 25.

To all our readers have a great break,
and revitalise for the year ahead.
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with polls suggesting the results could go either
way.

When company vehicles arrive, Corpus
stops them and asks if the Yawuru Native Title
Holders Aboriginal Corporation has been noti-
fied they’re on the site. Buru Energy volun-
teered to consult closely with the prescribed
body corporate when the company first set
up on Yulleroo, says Corpus. That undertak-
ing followed strong opposition to the venture,
with 96 percent of Yawuru traditional owners
unhappy with the arrangement, but without
any native title provisions to veto the explo-
ration permit.

“The company said that they would talk to
the people. They’ve been at the gate 33 times
since I’ve been there. The Yawuru people were
only made aware of them on three occasions,”
he said. Corpus records the time of entry, the
number of people in each work crew, the type
of work intended and the time they plan to
leave.

“They hate me,” he laughs. “Sometimes
they’re argy-bargy with me, but everybody’s
armed with cameras.”

If Corpus refuses access to the site, the
police are notified and everybody waits a couple
of hours for the time it takes to drive to Yull-
eroo from Broome. The police will then issue
Corpus a 24-hour “move-on” notice, which he
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says he lawfully complies with, before return-
ing to his camp once the order has lapsed.

The Broome Shire Council has also sought
to move him on, firstly claiming Corpus was
camping on a stock route and more recently
issuing an order to remove a shelter constructed
without council approval. Estimated cost for
the professional removal of the structure was
quoted at $26,000.

“I thought the approach that they’d have
was to come and see me. I'm from the town and
I vote there,” says Corpus.

“But they waited until I went into town,
then they stuck a building order on it.”

The building order also prevented Corpus
from personally taking down the shelter, mean-
ing he would have to foot the $26,000 bill. That
order is currently being appealed at the State
Administrative Tribunal.

“I think there’s a move for me to be off the
gate there and it comes from people upstairs
there. I really feel that,” says Corpus.

There is also mounting pressure on Buru
Energy’s $30 million Canning Basin fracking
scheme to produce a gas flow in the kinds of
quantities that will reassure investors, as the
company’s share price continues to fall from
a 2012 high of $3.59 to about 20c at present.
Koori Mail &

See page 12
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The fight to come

The Australian Building and Construction Commission and
Registered Organisations Acts are only the first steps in the Coalition
government’s union-busting agenda. Employment Minister Michaelia
Cash told employers at a recent conference of mining executives
that the government was committed to implementing the recom-
mendations of the Heydon Royal Commission and Productivity
Commission’s (PC) review of the industrial relations system.

The government also plans to extend a number provisions of
the ABCC Act to cover all trade unions and workers, in particular
the restrictions on the right to take “protected action.”

The outlawing of pickets will apply to all industries, not just
building and construction.

Section 51(2)9a of the Competition and Consumer Act (CCA)
broadly exempts industrial relations matters from prohibitions
on anti-competitive practices. However some sections of the Act
— sections 45D, 45DA, 45DB, 45E, 45EA and 48 — do apply. These
sections prohibit secondary boycotts; anti-competitive contracts,
arrangements or understandings in the supply or purchase of goods
and services; and resale price maintenance.

Secondary boycotts affect third parties that are not directly
involved in a dispute, such suppliers not being able to deliver goods
due to a picket or disadvantaging a third party in favour of another.
For example, an enterprise agreement restricting which contractors
can be used.

The Heydon Royal Commission recommended that the govern-
ment should grant Fair Work Building and Construction (now the
ABCC) shared jurisdiction with the Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission to investigate and enforce the secondary
boycott prohibitions of the Competition and Consumer Act in the
building and construction industry.

At present the maximum penalty is $750,000 for unions under
the secondary boycott provisions.

Heydon also recommended that the maximum penalty be raised
to $10 million, in line with breaches of other parts of Section 45
that affect corporations. This was something that the Australian
Competition and Consumer Commission had previously recom-
mended and the government has publicly agreed to.

The employer bodies are clambering for the penalties to be raised
to $10 million, their mouths watering at the prospect of unions
being clobbered with a $10 million fine for a picket or other form
of secondary boycott. That is in addition to the millions more they
go for after suing the unions for damages.

The Productivity Commission’s recommendations include:

* restricting enterprise agreements to a limited number of permit-
ted matters

* matters relating to relations between employers and trade unions

not permitted — eg the requirement that an employer consult the

union about rosters or change, trade union training in occupa-

tional health and safety, holding of union meetings, etc

replacing the Better Off Overall Test (BOOT) compared with

the award with a No Disadvantage Test (NDT) compared with

the award for enterprise agreements

* a new type of enterprise contract (EC) that would allow busi-
nesses the flexibility to vary an award or awards for a class of
employees (as nominated by the employer) to suit their business
operations. This could be offered to new employees as a condition
of employment and so be used to undermine an existing EBA.
They would sign on individually. Employers would not be required
to seek approval for their EC from the Fair Work Commission,
but lodge a template with the Fair Work Ombudsman.

The PC recommended that cuts to penalty rates be left to the
“independent umpire” — the Fair Work Commission. The FWC is
currently carrying out a review of penalty rates in the retail and
hospitality sectors.

It also paid attention to the individual flexibility arrangements
(IFAs) within enterprise agreements, which it said were under-
utilised. “To create more opportunities for using IFAs that meet
the genuine needs of employees and employers, the matters cov-
ered by the model flexibility term should be included in all EAs
as the minimum matters over which flexibility is permitted,” the
Productivity Commission said.

This is spin for individual contracts along similar lines to the
Howard government’s Australian Workplace Agreements.

One thing that the unions can be sure of is that nothing fair will
be coming out of the Malcolm Turnbull/Michaelia Cash agenda to
screw trade unions on behalf of big business’ increasing profits.

PRESS FUND

Christmas doesn’t have to be crass and commercial. The best
aspect of Christmas is the tradition of trying to make the world a
better place, and a gift of money can certainly enrich the giver if
it’s directed to a good cause. We believe the Press Fund falls into
that category, because it helps us meet the costs of producing the
paper each week. We look forward to receiving your support by
way of contributions over the festive break, which will set us up
for the fray in the coming year. Many thanks to everyone who
contributed to the Fund this year, and that includes this week’s
supporters, who contributed very generously, as follows:

C Greer $50, J Hale $70, N H $30, Daniel Macleay $700, PEA $50,
Mark Mannion $5, “Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $15, HN $20,
E Seymour $25, the Wrappers $116, The Press Gang $150

This week’s total: $1,236 Progressive total: $10,021
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CPA New Year’s

The Communist Party of Australia wishes comrades
and friends a joyful holiday season and the very best
in their struggles in the New Year. 2016 has been a
challenging year. It ended with the passing of a tow-
ering figure in the history of our movement — Fidel
Castro. It has also finished with some very troubling
developments. The election of reactionary billionaire
Donald Trump as president of the US raises addi-
tional concerns about peace in our region and the
world. At home, the passage of the ABCC Bill warns
us that 2017 will be a year of tense battles to defend
workers’ rights from an emboldened class enemy.
All around it would appear the capitalist agenda for
these times of deepening crisis is advancing.

But these are also times of determination and resist-
ance on the part of the people. The year closes with

notable defeats for the imperialists in Syria. At home,
the 55 sacked workers at CUB have rallied national sup-
port to regain their jobs, pay and conditions. They have
shown the way and demonstrated the spirit that will be
called upon again and again in 2017. The Party will be
there in those struggles. We invite you to join the CPA in
2017 as it will be a momentous year in other ways. As
well as promising to be a year of fighting back, it will be
the centenary of the Great October Socialist Revolution in
Russia and the 13th National Congress of the Communist
Party of Australia. The CPA looks forward to a year of
joint struggle and important victories in 2017.
Bob Briton — General Secretary
Vinnie Molina — President

From Adelaide to

Cuba

A condolence book was made available to passers-by in front of the South Australian parliament last Sunday to gather
messages of sympathy from residents of Adelaide to the people of Cuba. Some short tributes were made and songs
were played in honour of Fidel. The condolence book will travel to Cuba with the Southern Cross work and study
brigade at the end of the month.
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away from reality.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

One of the great tasks facing the revolution is that of breaking out of the
encirclement of deceit which has made all of us live with our faces turned

President Velasco Alvarado (Peruvian President)

J)

Find out more about the
Communist Partly of Australia

weh www.cpa.org.au

emal cpa@cpa.org.au phone 02 9699 8844
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Dumping coal first step
An open letter to Malcolm Turnbull

Dear Prime Minister,

Australia has a major role to play
in meeting the challenge of climate
change, which is threatening life
on earth. As you are aware, the
generation of electrical energy in
Australia and around the world
still depends largely on combus-
tion of coal or natural gas, which
results in the emission of carbon
dioxide and other carbon gases
that are prime contributors to
climate change.

Our consumption of energy is
disproportionately large compared
to our population size. Australia is
one of the world’s biggest producers
of coal and natural gas, and we emit
more carbon into the atmosphere per
capita than any other nation.

The Australian government
should have a policy of taking con-
trol of power generation, moving
as quickly as possible from the use
of fossil fuels to renewable energy
sources, and phasing out the mining
of coal and other fossil fuels.

But instead, successive coali-
tion governments have backed new
coal mining ventures and introduced
a rag-bag series of climate change
“direct action” initiatives. Most of
them fail to tackle the real problems,
and any one of them will be dropped
like a hot cake if it meets opposition
from the coal or gas mining indus-
tries, or from the coalition’s ultra-
conservative faction, which supports
those industries at any cost.

High carbon-emitting industries
should be penalised and the reve-
nue used to fund the development of
renewable power generation.

To achieve this, the government’s
chief scientist, the Energy Market
Commission and the Climate Change
Authority have all recommended
implementation of a carbon intensi-
ty scheme, under which corporations
with high emissions would be penal-
ised, and would have to buy credits
from low-emission firms in the same
industry in Australia in order to stay
in business.

Under such schemes the high-
emitters often make no attempt to
reduce their emissions; they evade
the penalties or they just shrug their
corporate shoulders, pay the price
and keep on polluting.

But that wasn’t the reason for
your decision. You rejected the
emissions intensity scheme because
the dominant faction in your party
won’t accept any initiative that has
the slightest chance of reducing the
profits of firms that produce or use
fossil fuels.

Because of your subservience to
this faction your government’s policy
is actually contributing to the impact
of climate change, by delaying the
introduction of effective measures to
mitigate its effects.

The black-clad
white elephant

One of the worst decisions of
your government relates to the pro-
posed Adani coal mining project in
Queensland’s Carmichael Basin.

The developing climate change
crisis requires Australia to immedi-
ately begin phasing out coal mining.
However, your government has not
only endorsed the Adani mine, the
world’s biggest coal-mining opera-
tion, but it also intends to give the
company $1 billion of taxpayers’
money to build a railway line to
carry the coal across Queensland to
the company’s Abbot Point coal load-
ing facility.

Your government’s decision
supports an industry which is not
only harmful to the environment
but is also becoming uneconomi-
cal. Coal will soon be outdated as an
energy source and will be replaced
by renewable sources which don’t
damage the environment and which
produce power more economically
because mining is not required.

The global demand for coal is
falling, because other governments,
unlike your own, are properly fund-
ing and encouraging the transition of
their countries to renewable energy
generation.

China, one of Australia’s biggest
customers for coal, has now placed
a three-year ban on construction of
new coal-fired power stations, and
the ban will probably be extended
indefinitely.

The proposed Adani rail link only
supports one industry with a short-
term lifespan. If the mine is built, by
the time it reaches full production

(and probably before), it will almost
certainly have become uneconomic.

Adani is a company with a trou-
bled industrial and economic past,
and a reputation for unethical behav-
iour. It’s also one of 670 major cor-
porations that paid no tax at all in
Australia in the 2014-2015 financial
year.

Your claim that the economy
needs jobs and growth to ensure Aus-
tralia’s future prosperity is valid. But
when the Carmichael mine closes
prematurely, as it certainly will, the
public will be left with a $1 billion
industrial white elephant. Its work-
ers will be unemployed and Adani
will have undoubtedly contributed
no tax, because of its capital outlay
on the mine.

Moreover, government fund-
ing for the Adani project, or for any
other new fossil fuel enterprise for
that matter, will divert funding from
the crucial development of renewable
energy power generation, which has
the greatest potential for economic
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growth and employment of any
industry this century.

The Adani mine also threatens
the future of the Great Barrier Reef,
some areas of which are already
struggling to survive. Much of the
northern half of the Reef is now a
bleached biological wreck because
of the global rise in ocean tempera-
tures resulting from climate change.

Where the buck stops

It’s no use trotting out the excuse
that you must respect the views of
your party members regarding cli-
mate change. The government’s
policies are being driven by a small
clique of ultra-conservative MPs
with a fanatical loyalty to the fossil
fuel industries.

Previous statements indicate
you and other coalition MPs don’t
agree with the ultra-conservative’s
approach. You’re undoubtedly
bowing to their demands in the hope
of preserving party unity, but that’s
a fallacy.
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Many businesses are calling for
the government to produce a clear
plan for the transition to renewable
energy generation. Moreover, the
recent very angry resignation of Lib-
eral Party faithful Kristina Photios
is a clear indication of smouldering
impatience within the Party. Sooner
or later coalition MPs who don’t
agree with the diktat of the ultra-con-
servatives will rise in revolt.

But they need leadership. Will
you go down in history as the prime
minister who stared down the fossil
fuel bully-boys in his own party and
helped save the world from the worst
effects of climate change?

Or will you be remembered as
a moral coward who caved in and
helped to maintain the power and
boost the profit levels of the world’s
most dangerous corporate polluters?

Only you can answer those
questions.

Rachel Attenborough
and David Carson

Australian Marxist Review

Journal of the Communist Party of Australia
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“... to smash the old pay system”
Les Purkis:

Long-time Party member, trade union and community activist Les
Purkis passed away recently after a long battle with illness. Much
could be said and written about his contribution to the well-being
and future happiness of the working class and other battlers in
society. In 2007, he made the following summary of his life in the
struggle for a book, Movers and Shakers, compiled by friend and
fellow activist, Jim Doulgas. Comrades will recognise and remember
the no-nonsense style and commitment of Les. There are also words
from his late wife, Connie, and the book’s author. The Communist
Party of Australia passes on its deepest condolences to his family

and friends.

I was born in 1925 in London and
grew up during the Depression
— a scene of terrible poverty all
around us.

World War Il was declared on
September 3, 1939, and I turned
14 the next day. When I started my
apprenticeship as a plater in the boil-
er-making trade I was approached to
join the union — the Boilermakers and
Iron and Steel Ship Builders of Great
Britain. My work-mates were com-
mitted members of the Communist
Party of Great Britain and my ideas
were cemented by talking to them.
This involvement led to my election
as the apprentices’ representative
on the local branch committee, then
district representative on the London
Shop Stewards” Committee.

During the war, I met my future
wife Connie. We married in 1948
and migrated to Australia in 1956.
Soon after, I began working for the
SA Railways. About 2,500 men were
employed there, represented by about
14 unions. Almost immediately, [ was
elected Boilermakers’ shop steward —
through opening my mouth!

On the executive of the Isling-
ton Workshops Committee (WSC),
I held almost every position, except
Secretary, and remained on it until
I retired in 1983. We tackled peace
activities like anti-nuclear war, anti-
nuclear testing, and in particular anti-
Vietnam War. When the Dunstan
government instituted the Adelaide
Festival of Arts in the ‘60s, the Com-
mittee organised their own festival.
They held concerts, poetry readings,
displays of paintings, photographs,
sculptures, arid even needlework.

Imagine fitters with big horny
hands, doing needlework! It was
marvellous!

Over the years there were many
successful campaigns related to
wages and working conditions. These
included: four weeks annual leave,
instead of two; ten full-days and ten
half-day’s sick leave; and the fight for
boots and overalls. These conditions
flowed into almost every industry in
Australia.

Probably the most interesting,
hard fought, funny campaign relat-
ed to the events of payday. A whistle
would be blown around mid-day, and
a couple of thousand blokes would
rush out of the workshops over to this
row of pay windows, and line up in
numerical order, come rain, wind or
sun. In turn, each was given a handful
of money — notes with coins wrapped
up inside. You would have to unwrap
this to count your pay. Inevitably,
there were instances of short pay, and
for one or two, it was as much as £20.

The Commissioner of Railways
and the comptroller responded to this
problem basically with: “My officers
don’t make mistakes.” So, the WSC
found a clause within the Railway
Regulations that said that if a worker
had to wait more than 15 minutes
to receive his pay he would be paid
for that waiting time at time-and-a-
half of his hourly rate. Immediate-
ly, the WSC launched a “Count Your
Pay” campaign. The blokes would
purposely make mistakes, start to
recount; make another mistake, and
this would go on for a couple of
hours. After a few weeks, the WSC
instituted a shield — like a sports
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trophy, with numerous brass plates
— made by the paint shop foreman.

Every week it was awarded to
the shop that took longest to count
its pay! Funnily enough, the shop that
won the shield most times was “the
pump gang” with only about half a
dozen blokes. So, I asked how they
managed to do it. The answer was:
“Well, we organised to make lots
of mistakes, drop coins and fumble,
then the boys would jostle and shout
numbers so they would forget what
they had counted, and have to start
again.” Try as we might, we couldn’t
beat them!

We also made up cartoons and
poems: “Count your pay, count your
pay, the muttered words spread out,
and mingled with the laughter of the

“l have always seen Les as a dedicated
person with great beliefs - nothing was
ever too much trouble for him.”

Connie Purkis

throng milled about. Some were rest-
less, some were calm, others knew
the task — to smash the old pay
system and finish it at last.”

So, not only did we get paid for
counting our pay we also took our
full 45 minutes lunch break at time-
and-a-half. It cost the Department
thousands of dollars each payday.
They begged us to stop the campaign.
Proper pay packets were soon found,
and the workers were paid in their
section, in working time.

Connie Purkis adds
to Les’ story:

Les was always out at meetings,
and [ was a little worried about when
I would see him. Later, there were
gatherings at the house, often with
suppers afterwards, which were most
enjoyable. We attended marches, ral-
lies and all types of meetings togeth-
er. In 1981, we spent nine months in
the Soviet Union. I have always seen
Les as a dedicated person with great
beliefs — nothing was ever too much
trouble for him. Les’ political life has
been full time, and I have enjoyed the
high level of activity and the inter-
esting people that I have met. We

have been married for 57 years, and
it has been very smooth going with
only a few arguments along the way.
(Connie laughs.) It has been a mar-
vellously interesting life.

Jim Douglas, a long
term friend and
workmate of

Les, also comments:

Polly was right up the front
urging and supporting us along. He is
such a gracious character with a great
sense of self, a true believer in justice
and fairness to all. He was loved and
hated, but always respected. He was
a great mentor for younger activists
such as me and he nurtured many of
us.

Les was a boilermaker and
worked at the Railway workshops,
Islington for 27 years. He was known
as Polly (Politician) Purkis. He was
a member and shop steward of the
Boilermakers’ Union, considered to
be the true left and leaders in win-
ning wages and conditions. He was
involved in the union employing a
full time education officer — the first
in Australia. &

Historic win

CUB dispute ends

Today (December 7) the union
movement welcomes the end of
the long-running dispute involv-
ing the maintenance workers at
CUB’s brewery in Abbottsford.

The 55 workers who were
sacked have been invited to return
to work at their previous positions
at the Abbotsford brewery on fair
and decent union terms and condi-
tions, which provide job security to
the workers.

This is a huge win for the union
movement and the thousands of
people who participated in the boy-
cott of CUB products right across
Australia.

It is a relief to all parties
involved that the new owner of
CUB, ABInBev, has recognised that
these workers are an integral part
of one of the most successful, pro-
ductive and profitable breweries in
Australia, and deserve every cent

of their bargained for wages and
conditions.

Quotes attributable to:

“This is an historic win for the
union movement and all our sup-
porters. These 55 workers have
been out on the street for nearly
180 days standing up for the rights
of all workers, they will walk back
into work on Monday morning with
their jobs secure at their full pay and
conditions,” said ACTU secretary

Dave Oliver. “We are glad to finally
be able to end the boycott on CUB
products, which are once again
proudly union-made at Abbottsford.
I’'m sure that with Christmas and
New Year right around the corner
our members and supporters will be
relieved to hear that CUB is back on
the menu.

“We hope that the unquali-
fied success of this campaign is a
clear indication to all employers

that sham contracting and abuse of
the labour hire system will not be
tolerated.

“We call on the Turnbull gov-
ernment to introduce changes to
labour hire and subcontracting laws
so that no other workers have to go
through what the CUB 55 have been
forced to endure.” &
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Taking Issue — Rob Gowland

When the leaders of the Demo-
cratic Party in the USA first
considered their options for a can-
didate to succeed Barack Obama
as President, they initially thought
the matter was a “no brainer”:
Hillary Clinton would be a shoo-
in. After all, she was the existing
Secretary Of State, and in that
capacity had not baulked at kick-
ing heads (or fomenting wars and
assassinations) when foreign gov-
ernments failed to see the wisdom
of doing as the US told them.

Her husband was a very popular
ex-President; she was a prominent
woman and if elected would be the
country’s first female President, a
historic first that would reflect well
on the Democratic Party and would
be bound to capture the female vote.
And she had an excellent relationship
with big business.

Her opponent from the Repub-
lican Party would be either extreme
Right-wing or not quite so extreme
Right-wing. He (for it would certain-
ly be a man) would rail against the
reputed evils of “big government”
and propose reducing government
income by cutting taxes (especially
company taxes).

The competition between the two
parties’ candidates would be deter-
mined less on issues than on “per-
sonality” and the amount they were
prepared to spend on the campaign.
Hillary had plenty of corporate back-
ing and was thought a very safe bet.
Then an elderly Senator from Ver-
mont named Bernie Sanders upset
the applecart.

Sanders challenged Hillary for
the Democratic Party nomination.
The monopoly media jeered: his can-
didacy was a joke. Especially con-
sidering that his campaign platform
was to oppose big business, demand
a better deal for workers and actually
to talk favourably about that dreaded
concept, Socialism.

To the alarm of Hillary’s han-
dlers, Sanders’ message of a living
wage for everyone, free education,
free health care, reversing privatisa-
tion, opposing monopolies, putting
an end to the US waging wars of
aggression abroad and stopping the
cops waging war against the poor
at home resonated with millions of
Americans, especially the young.
Sanders’ rallies attracted huge audi-
ences of predominantly young people
buoyed up by a candidate who spoke
about issues, who treated his audi-
ence as though they had the ability to
reason, who did not resort to hoopla
and razzamatazz padded out with cli-

chéd slogans.

In the end, the Democratic Party
hierarchy only secured the nomina-
tion for Hillary Clinton by the use of
the votes of unelected “Super Del-
egates” who are conveniently nom-
inated by the Party leadership, not
the bulk of the membership. With
the disconcertingly popular Sanders
successfully sidelined, it was left to
right-wing, war monger Hillary Clin-
ton to defeat the Republican nomi-
nee, billionaire property developer
and narcissist Donald Trump.

Unlike Clinton, Donald Trump
pitched his campaign at distressed
workers and members of the middle
class whose incomes and prospects
have gone south as the US economy
tanks, jobs disappear, crime escalates
and so does social unrest. Told all
their lives that America is the greatest
country on Earth, they have up until
now shut their eyes to the evidence
that this is not in fact true.

However, as homelessness
spreads, even amongst people who
have jobs, and foreclosures and evic-
tions surpass the level reached during
the Great Depression, it has become
increasingly difficult to maintain the
fiction that all is well in “the land
of the free”. Black and Hispanic
communities are seething with dis-
content while the criminalising of
recreational drugs has had the same
social consequences as the criminal-
ising of alcohol in the 1920s: vast
profits for crime, and an exponential
surge in corruption. And in the prison
population.

Among white Americans, armed
anti-government militias have pro-
liferated, along with people build-
ing bunkers equipped with food and
weapons in preparation for an Arma-
geddon they expect imminently.

The increasingly militarised
police forces in the US are subsidised
by the federal government to equip
themselves with heavy weapons and
all the accoutrements of an army of
occupation, which is the role they fill
in coloured or poor white communi-
ties. As I have already said, one of
Bernie Sanders’ election pledges was
to end the cops’ war on the poor.

Far from playing down the prob-
lems confronting Americans, Trump
emphasised them, but as well as
blaming them on the Republicans’
usual béte noir, “big government”,
he blamed another scapegoat: immi-
grants from South of the border, spe-
cifically Mexicans.

Simplistically he proposes to
deport millions of them and to build
a massive wall to prevent their
return. With the surplus immigrants
gone, there will be plenty of jobs
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for Americans is Trump’s simple
message.

In Germany’s elections in 1933,
Hitler had a very similar message,
although he blamed Jews rather than
Mexicans. Of course, the circum-
stances were very different: Ger-
many had a very strong Communist
Party and the German bourgeoi-
sie was fearful that at any moment
the country might succumb to Red
revolution.

Clearly, the USA is not in a com-
parable situation. Nevertheless, the
country’s economic and social crisis
has provided opportunities for right-
wing demagogues to promote fascist
concepts and policies, appealing to
racism, misogyny, fear of foreign-
ers and just plain ignorance. Plenty
of ruling class types like that mes-
sage too.

When Bernie Sanders was
blocked from gaining the Demo-
cratic Party nomination, the Amer-
ican people were once again faced
with a choice between two extremely
reactionary candidates, Clinton and
Trump. No wonder so few actually
vote in US elections! The election,
as we know, resulted in a right-wing,
repressive government led by Pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump and a
Republican-dominated Congress.

Trump, as convinced a climate-
change denier as Tony Abbott, has
already indicated that he will support
an expansion of coal mining. We can
also expect drilling in the Arctic and
the Gulf of Mexico, and repression of
Native Americans trying to prevent
construction of oil pipelines across
their tribal lands.

The US was reluctant to commit
to the Paris accords on climate change
under Obama. It will be aggressively
hostile to them under Trump. The oil

WiIGIL DEMANDING
THAT THE USA

STOP THE BLOCKADE ON CUBA

Saturday December 17

at 12:30 pm Sydney Town Hall

\ Also to stop the subversion of funds against Cuba and
return Guantanamo to the Cuban people

and gas industry is no doubt rubbing
its hands in glee!

The US already has more people
in prison (in absolute numbers and as
a proportion of the population) than
any other country on Earth. Trump,
who has no answer to the country’s
problems other than the expulsion
of Mexicans and other Latino immi-
grants, can only exacerbate those
problems.

Progressive Americans were
understandably appalled at the elec-
tion of Trump to the Oval Office,
although for the rest of the world
a Clinton victory would have been
only marginally less serious. Dem-
onstrators carrying “Dump Trump!”
and “Not my President!” placards
paraded in front of the White House
the day after the election, a precur-
sor to some of the disruption likely
to come as Trump’s presidency gets
into its stride.

Bernie Sanders has also been
campaigning vigorously since
Trump’s victory, but as a social dem-
ocrat he is futilely pinning his hopes
on telling the Democratic Party it
needs to make a greater effort to
“reach working-class people”. There
is no chance that the USA’s ruling
class would allow the Democratic
Party to move significantly to the
Left or to embrace even the wishy-
washy socialism of Bernie Sanders,
but while Sanders campaigns and
huge crowds of mainly young people
debate the merits of his social pro-
gram, progressive politics is reaching
a far larger audience than it has in the
US for many years.

Sanders has served notice on
Trump’s Republicans that US pro-
gressives will “not go silently into
the night” and has called on his sup-
porters to resist Trump’s repressive,

December 14,2016 B

right-wing plans. Many of Sanders’
supporters abandoned him when he
endorsed Hillary Clinton as the Dem-
ocratic Party candidate for Presi-
dent, but now, faced with the reality
of a Trump White House, crowds of
young people are once again gather-
ing to hear him speak.

The Baltimore Sun reported that
students at Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty in Baltimore, Maryland, waited in
line for as long as six hours to hear
the Vermont senator speak. “An esti-
mated 2,000 people filled the audito-
rium and overflow rooms,” the Sun
reported:

Joshan Bajaj, a Johns Hopkins
student told the paper: “He is defi-
nitely looking out for the common
man. I like his message of social
equality. It’s not socialism, but I like
his more socialist ideas, like how he
wants free college and how he wants
a $15 minimum wage.”

He’s right, it’s not Socialism,
but it is progressive. Unfortunately,
many progressives in America do
not seem to recognise the potential
danger that the Trump victory poses.
They think that all they have to do is
“search for ways to mount a resist-
ance and regain ground in future
elections”.

But in this last election, the
ruling class provided a choice
between two far right candidates. As
Bob Carr wrote in The Age on Octo-
ber 17, Trump is likely to be followed
by someone even more reactionary,
from the far-right of the Republi-
can Party, “such as likely contender
Senator Tom Cotton from Arkansas,
who maintains that the US suffers not
from too many in jail but too few”!
No wonder capitalism prefers bour-
geois democracy. With candidates
like that, who needs fascism. @&
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The Cuban Revolution
Landmark in history of humanit

Michel Chosudovsky

Today, November 25, 2016 Fidel Castro
Ruz, leader of the Cuban Revolution has
passed. His legacy will live forever. The
Cuban Revolution constitutes a fundamen-
tal landmark in the history of humanity,
which challenges the legitimacy of global
capitalism.

In all major regions of the world, the Cuban
revolution has been a source of inspiration in
the relentless struggle against colonial domina-
tion and US imperialism.

Fidel Castro was the embodiment of these
struggles against global capitalism, committed
to a world of peace, a world of truth, where
people join hands; a world of understanding, a
world of tolerance and respect.

Fidel Castro was “a man of tremendous
integrity, with an acute mind and sense of
humour, committed in the minute detail of his
speech to social progress and the advancement
of humankind, conscious of the dangers of
the US led war and the worldwide crisis, with
exceptional skills of analysis and understanding
of his fellow human beings, with a true spirit of
internationalism and a tremendous knowledge
of history, economics and geopolitics.”

Fidel’s passing occurs at a time of crisis
and upheaval of the world capitalist system.
The world is at a critical crossroads. At this
juncture of our history, most progressive move-
ments towards socialism have been destroyed
and defeated through US led wars, military
interventions, destabilisation campaigns, coups
d’états.

The socialist project in Cuba prevails
despite the US economic blockade, CIA intel-
ligence ops and dirty politics. Let us be under
no illusions. Washington’s intent is not only to
destroy and undermine the Cuban Revolution
but also to erase the history of socialism.

Fidel Lives

The battle against war and neo-liberalism
nonetheless prevails.

* For the concurrent demise of neo-liberalism
and militarisation which destroy people’s
lives,

« For the outright criminalisation of
America’s imperial wars,

» For a World of Social Justice with a true
“responsibility to protect” our fellow human
beings.

Below is the introduction of my

conversations with Fidel Castro on World

War lIl and the Dangers of Nuclear

War followed by the transcript of Fidel’s

statement on the Dangers of Nuclear
War.

In October 2010, I had the opportunity of
spending several days at Fidel Castro’s home in
the suburbs of Havana. Our conversation and
exchange which was subsequently published,
focussed on the dangers of nuclear war.

I had read Fidel Castro and Che Guevara
during my high school days in Geneva, Swit-
zerland and later at university in Britain and the
US. When meeting him in person, I discovered
a man of tremendous integrity, with an acute
mind and sense of humour, committed in the
minute detail of his speech to social progress
and the advancement of humankind, conscious
of the dangers of the US-led war and the world-
wide crisis, with exceptional skills of analysis
and understanding of his fellow human beings,
with a true spirit of internationalism and a tre-
mendous knowledge of history, economics and
geopolitics.

On a daily basis, Fidel spends several hours

Fidel Castro was
the embodiment of these struggles against
global capitalism, committed to a world
of peace, a world of truth, where people
join hands; a world of understanding,

a World of tolerance and respect.

reading a large number of detailed international
press reports (As he mentioned to me with a
smile, “I frequently consult articles from the
Global Research website”...).

We focussed in large part on the dangers
of nuclear war. Fidel Castro has the knack of
addressing political details while relating them
to key concepts. We also covered numerous
complex international issues, focussing on
the role of prominent political personalities,
heads of state, authors and intellectuals. On
the first day, when I met Fidel at his home, he
was reading Bob Woodward’s best-seller The
Obama Wars which had just been released. In
this broad exchange of ideas, Fidel was invari-
ably assertive in his views but at the same time
respectful of those whom he condemned or crit-
icised, particularly when discussing US presi-
dential politics.

Fidel is acutely aware of the mechanisms of
media disinformation and war propaganda and
how they are used to undermine civil rights and
social progress, not to mention the smear cam-
paign directed against the Cuban revolution.

A central concept put forth by Fidel Castro
in our discussions was the “Battle of Ideas”.
The leader of the Cuban Revolution believes
that only a far-reaching “Battle of Ideas” can
change the course of world history.

In addressing and understanding this world-
wide crisis, commitment to the truth and analy-
sis of the lies and fabrications which sustain
the corporate and financial elites is of utmost
importance.

The overriding powers of the truth can,
under appropriate conditions, be used as a rev-
olutionary instrument, as a catalyst to unseat
the war criminals in high office, whose role and
position is sustained by propaganda and media
disinformation.

In relation to 9/11, Fidel had expressed his
solidarity, on behalf of the Cuban people, with
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the victims of the tragic events of September
11, 2001, while underscoring the lies and fab-
rications behind the official 9/11 narrative and
how 9/11 has been used as a pretext to wage
war.

The corporate media is involved in acts
of camouflage. The devastating impacts of a
nuclear war are either trivialised or not men-
tioned. Against this backdrop, Fidel’s message
to the world must be heard; people across the
land, nationally and internationally, should
understand the gravity of the present situa-
tion and act forcefully at all levels of society to
reverse the tide of war.

The “Battle of Ideas” is part of a revolu-
tionary process. Against a barrage of media
disinformation, Fidel Castro’s resolve is to
spread the word far and wide, to inform world
public opinion, to “make the impossible pos-
sible”, to thwart a military adventure which in
the real sense of the word threatens the future
of humanity.

When a US sponsored nuclear war becomes
an “instrument of peace”, a “responsibility to
protect” condoned and accepted by the world’s
institutions and the highest authority including
the United Nations, there is no turning back:
human society has indelibly been precipitated
headlong onto the path of self-destruction.

Fidel’s “Battle of Ideas” must be translat-
ed into a worldwide movement. People must
mobilise against this diabolical military agenda.

This war can be prevented if people pres-
sure their governments and elected represent-
atives, organise at the local level in towns,
villages and municipalities, spread the word,
inform their fellow citizens regarding the impli-
cations of a thermonuclear war, initiate debate
and discussion within the armed forces.

What is required is a mass movement of
people which forcefully challenges the legit-
imacy of war, a global people’s movement
which criminalises war.

In his October 15, 2010 speech, Fidel
Castro warned the world on the dangers of
nuclear war:

“There would be ‘collateral damage’, as the
American political and military leaders always
affirm, to justify the deaths of innocent people.
In a nuclear war the ‘collateral damage’ would
be the life of all humanity.

“Let us have the courage to proclaim that
all nuclear or conventional weapons, every-
thing that is used to make war, must disappear!”

The “Battle of Ideas” consists in confront-
ing the war criminals in high office, in breaking
the US-led consensus in favour of a global war,
in changing the mindset of hundreds of millions
of people, in abolishing nuclear weapons. In
essence, the “Battle of Ideas” consists in restor-
ing the truth and establishing the foundations
of world peace.

At the centre of Israel’s “Mvuezzin

Jonathan Cook

Israeli legislation ostensibly intended to
tackle noise pollution from Muslim houses
of worship has, paradoxically, served chief-
ly to provoke a cacophony of indignation
across much of the Middle East.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
declared his support last month for the so-
called “muezzin bill”, claiming it was urgent-
ly needed to stop the dawn call to prayer
from mosques ruining the Israeli public’s
sleep. The use of loudspeakers by muezzins
was unnecessarily disruptive, Netanyahu
argued, in an age of alarm clocks and phone
apps.

But the one in five of Israel’s population
who are Palestinian, most of them Muslim,
and a further 300,000 living under occupa-
tion in East Jerusalem, say the legislation is
grossly discriminatory. The bill’s environ-
mental rationale is bogus, they note. Moti

Yogev, a settler leader who drafted the bill,
originally wanted the loudspeaker ban to curb
the broadcasting of sermons supposedly full
of “incitement” against Israel.

And last week, after the Jewish ultra-
Orthodox lobby began to fear the bill might
also apply to sirens welcoming in the Sab-
bath, the government hurriedly introduced an
exemption for synagogues.

The “muezzin bill” does not arrive in
a politically neutral context. The extremist
wing of the settler movement championing it
has been vandalising and torching mosques in
Israel and the occupied territories for years.

The new bill follows hot on the heels of
a government-sponsored expulsion law that
allows Jewish legislators to oust from the
parliament the Palestinian minority’s repre-
sentatives if they voice unpopular views.

Palestinian leaders in Israel are rarely
invited on TV, unless it is to defend them-
selves against accusations of treasonous

behaviour. And last month a branch of a
major restaurant chain in the northern city of
Haifa, where many Palestinian citizens live,
banned staff from speaking Arabic to avoid
Jewish customers’ suspicions that they were
being covertly derided.

Incrementally, Israel’s Palestinian minor-
ity has found itself squeezed out of the public
sphere. The “muezzin bill” is just the latest
step in making them inaudible as well as
invisible.

Notably, Basel Ghattas, a Palestin-
ian Christian legislator from the Galilee,
denounced the bill too. Churches in Nazareth,
Jerusalem and Haifa, he vowed, would broad-
cast the muezzin’s call to prayer if mosques
were muzzled.

For Ghattas and others, the bill is as
much an assault on the community’s belea-
guered Palestinian identity as it is on its
Muslim character. Netanyahu, on the other
hand, has dismissed criticism by comparing

the proposed restrictions to measures adopt-
ed in countries like France and Switzerland.
What is good for Europe, he argues, is good
for Israel.

Except Israel, it hardly needs pointing
out, is not in Europe. And its Palestinians are
the native population, not immigrants.

Haneen Zoabi, another lawmaker,
observed that the legislation was not about
“the noise in [Israeli Jews’] ears but the noise
in their minds”. Their colonial fears, she
said, were evoked by the Palestinians’ con-
tinuing vibrant presence in Israel — a presence
that was supposed to have been extinguished
in 1948 with the Nakba, the creation of a
Jewish state on the ruins of the Palestinians’
homeland.

That point was illustrated inadvertently
over the weekend by dozens of fires that rav-
aged pine forests and neighbouring homes
across Israel, fuelled by high winds and
months of drought.
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“The Battle of Ideas” must be developed as
a mass movement, nationally and internation-
ally, waged by people across the land.

Fidel Castro Ruz has indelibly marked the
history of both the 20th and 21st Century.

Below is the transcript and video of
Fidel’s historic October 15, 2010 speech
focussing on the dangers of a nuclear
war, recorded by Global Research and
Cuba Debate in his home in Havana

in October 2010. The American and
European media in October 2010
decided in chorus not to acknowledge or
even comment on Fidel Castro’s October
15, 2010 speech on the Dangers of
Nuclear War. The evolving media
consensus is that neither nuclear war nor
nuclear energy constitute a threat fo “the
surrounding civilian population”.

Fidel Castro’s message on
the dangers of nuclear war

The use of nuclear weapons in a new war
would mean the end of humanity. This was can-
didly foreseen by scientist Albert Einstein who
was able to measure their destructive capability
to generate millions of degrees of heat, which
would vaporise everything within a wide radius
of action. This brilliant researcher had promot-
ed the development of this weapon so that it
would not become available to the genocidal
Nazi regime.
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Each and every government in the world
has the obligation to respect the right to life of
each and every nation and of the totality of all
the peoples on the planet.

Today there is an imminent risk of war with
the use of that kind of weapon and I don’t har-
bour the least doubt that an attack by the United
States and Israel against the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran would inevitably evolve towards a
global nuclear conflict.

The world’s peoples have an obligation to
demand of their political leaders their Right
to Live. When the life of humankind, of your
people and your most beloved human beings
run such a risk, nobody can afford to be indif-
ferent; not one minute can be lost in demand-
ing respect for that right; tomorrow will be
too late.

Albert Einstein himself stated unmistak-
ably: “I do not know with what weapons World
War III will be fought, but World War IV will
be fought with sticks and stones”. We fully
comprehend what he wanted to convey, and he
was absolutely right, yet in the wake of a global
nuclear war, there wouldn’t be anybody around
to make use of those sticks and stones.

There would be “collateral damage”, as the
American political and military leaders always
affirm, to justify the deaths of innocent people.

In a nuclear war the “collateral damage”
would be the life of all humanity.

Let us have the courage to proclaim that all
nuclear or conventional weapons, everything
that is used to make war, must disappear!

Fidel Castro Ruz
October 15, 2010
globalresearch.ca &

Bill”

Some posting on social media relished
the fires as God’s punishment for the “muez-
zin bill”. With almost as little evidence,
Netanyahu accused Palestinians of setting
“terrorist” fires to burn down the Israeli state.
The Israeli prime minister needs to distract
attention from his failure to heed warnings
six years ago, when similar blazes struck,
that Israel’s densely packed forests pose a fire
hazard.

If it turns out that some of the fires were
set on purpose, Netanyahu will have no inter-
est in explaining why. Many of the forests
were planted decades ago by Israel to conceal
the destruction of hundreds of Palestinian
villages, after 80 percent of the Palestinian
population — some 750,000 — were expelled
outside Israel’s new borders in 1948. Today
they live in refugee camps, including in the
West Bank and Gaza.

According to Israeli scholars, the coun-
try’s European founders turned the pine tree

into a “weapon of war”, using it to erase any
trace of the Palestinians. The Israeli historian
Ilan Pappe calls this policy “memoricide”.

Olive trees and other native species like
carob, pomegranate and citrus were also
uprooted in favour of the pine. Importing
the landscape of Europe was a way to ensure
Jewish immigrants would not feel homesick.

Today, for many Israeli Jews, only the
muezzin threatens this contrived idyll. His
intermittent call to prayer emanates from the
dozens of Palestinian communities that sur-
vived 1948’s mass expulsions and were not
replaced with pine trees.

Like an unwelcome ghost, the sound now
haunts neighbouring Jewish towns.

The “muezzin bill” aims to eradicate the
aural remnants of Palestine as completely as
Israel’s forests obliterated its visible parts —
and reassure Israelis that they live in Europe
rather than the Middle East.
globalresearch.ca &

Remembering
Sand Creek
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Billy J Stratton

Every Thanksgiving weekend for the past
17 years, Arapaho and Cheyenne youth
lead a 180-mile relay from the Sand Creek
Massacre National Historic Site to Denver.
The annual Sand Creek Massacre Spiritual
Healing Run opens at the site of the Sand
Creek Massacre near Eads, Colorado, with
a sunrise ceremony honouring some 200
Arapaho and Cheyenne people who lost
their lives in the infamous massacre. This
brutal assault was carried out by Colonel
John Chivington on November 29, 1864.

While the Sand Creek massacre has been
the subject of numerous books, much less atten-
tion has been given to two heroes of this hor-
rific event: US soldiers Captain Silas Soule and
Lieutenant Joseph Cramer.

These were men who rejected the violence
and genocide inherent in the “conquest of the
West”. They did so by personally refusing to
take part in the murder of peaceful people,
while ordering the men under their command to
stand down. Their example breaks the conven-
tional frontier narrative that has come to define
the clash between Colonial settlers and Native
peoples as one of civilisation versus savagery.

This is a theme I’ve previously addressed
as a scholar in the fields of American Indian
studies and Colonial history, both in my book
on the Indian captivity narrative genre, Buried
in Shades of Night, and more recently in writ-
ings on Sand Creek.

The letters of
Soule and Cramer

Soule’s noble act of compassion at Sand
Creek is humbly conveyed in a letter to his
mother included in the Denver Public Library
Western History Collections: “I was present at
a Massacre of three hundred Indians mostly
women and children ... It was a horrible scene
and I would not let my Company fire.”

Refusing to participate, Soule and the men
of Company D of the First Colorado, along
with Cramer of Company K, bore witness to
the incomprehensible. Chivington’s attack soon
descended into a frenzy of killing and mutila-
tion, with soldiers taking scalps and other grisly
trophies from the bodies of the dead. Soule was
a devoted abolitionist and one dedicated to the
rights of all people. He stayed true to his con-
victions in the face of insults and even a threat
of hanging from Chivington the night before
at Fort Lyon.

In the following weeks, Soule and Cramer
wrote letters to Major Edward “Ned” Wynk-
oop, the previous commander at Fort Lyon who
had dealt fairly with the Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho. Both harshly condemned the massacre and
the soldiers who carried it out. Soule’s letter
details a meeting among officers on the eve of
the attack in which he fervently condemned
Chivington’s plans asserting “that any man who
would take part in the murders, knowing the
circumstances as we did, was a low lived cow-
ardly son of a bitch.”

Describing the attack to Wynkoop, Soule
wrote, “I refused to fire and swore that none but
a coward would.” His letter goes on to describe
the soldiers as “a perfect mob.”

This account is verified by Cramer’s letter.
Detailing his own objections to Chivington,
whom he describes as coming “like a thief in
the dark,” Cramer had stated that he “thought
it murder to jump them friendly Indians.” To
this charge, Chivington had replied, “Damn any
man or men who are in sympathy with them.”

In Soule’s account, he writes, “I tell you
Ned it was hard to see little children on their
knees have their brains beat out by men pro-
fessing to be civilised.”

While few Americans — especially those

living outside of Colorado — may know their
names, Soule and Cramer are honoured and
revered by the ancestors of the people they tried
to save. According to David F Halaas, former
Colorado state historian and current historical
consultant to the Northern Cheyenne, with-
out their courage in disobeying Chivington’s
orders and keeping their men from the mas-
sacre, “the descendants probably wouldn’t be
around today,” and there would be no one to
tell the stories.

The horrific descriptions of Soule and
Cramer prompted several official inquiries
into the atrocity. Both men also testified before
an Army commission in Colorado as witness-
es. While the officers and soldiers responsible
escaped punishment, their testimony brought
widespread condemnation upon Chivington,
who defended the massacre for the rest of his
life.

These investigations also ended the politi-
cal career of the Colorado territorial governor,
John Evans, who had issued two proclamations
calling for violence against Native people of
the plains, and for organising the 3rd Colorado
Cavalry Regiment in which Chivington was
placed in command.

Sites of reverence
and healing

The Cheyenne and Arapaho will return to
Denver this year to honour their ancestors and
remember Soule’s and Cramer’s conscience
and humanity. This will be done through an
offering of prayers and blessings, along with
the performance of honour songs.

On the third and final day of the healing
run, they will gather for a sunrise ceremony
at Soule’s flower-adorned grave at Denver’s
Riverside Cemetery. The participants will then
continue on to 15th and Lawrence Street in
downtown Denver. There, a plaque is mounted
on the side of an office building at the place
where Soule was murdered on April 23, 1865.
His death, for which no one was ever brought
to justice, occurred only two months after he
testified against Chivington before the Army
commission.

Over the last few decades, Soule’s grave
and place of death have been transformed into
sacred sites of remembrance within a violent
and traumatic frontier past.

The catastrophe of the Sand Creek Mas-
sacre is recognised by historians as among
the most infamous events in the annals of the
American West. Even now, it is the only mas-
sacre of Native people recognised as such by
the US government, with the land itself pre-
served as a national historic site for learning
and reflection.

In Cheyenne and Arapaho stories, this
event remains an ever-present trauma and
persists as part of their cultural memory. In
addition, it encapsulates the stark moment of
betrayal against their ancestors and the theft
of their lands.

The story of Soule’s and Cramer’s actions
and their courage to say “no” to the killing of
peaceful people at Sand Creek is an important
chapter of US history. [ maintain that it is people
like Soule and Cramer who truly deserve to be
remembered through monuments and memo-
rials, and can be a source for a different kind
of historical understanding: one based not on
abstract notions of justice and right, but upon
the courage and integrity it takes to breathe life
into those virtues.

On the 152nd anniversary of the Sand
Creek Massacre, as we honour the memory of
those who died at Sand Creek, may we also
be inspired by the heroic actions of these two
American soldiers.

People’s World &
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International Military Tribunal
Nuremberg Judgment of October
1, 1946:

“The ‘Common Plan or
Conspiracy’ charged in the
indictment covers twenty-five
years from the formation of the
Nazi Party in 1919 to the end

of the war in 1945. The Party is
spoken of as ‘the instrument of
cohesion among the defendants’
for carrying out the purposes of
the conspiracy ... by the use,

if necessary, of armed force, of
aggressive war ... the Prosecution
says, in effect that any significant
participation in the affairs of

the Nazi party of government is
evidence of a conspiracy that is in
itself criminal.””

These decisions followed the
most devastating war in human his-
tory, World War II, a global scourge
of state terror unleashed by Nazism,
and never before or since equalled in
horror. One could reasonably expect,
therefore, that the re-emergence of
Nazi ideology and organisation
in numerous countries throughout
Europe and elsewhere, including the
USA, would evoke terror and fierce
resistance wherever they are mani-
fested. The Nuremberg Charter and
Principles are absolutely explicit in
condemning Nazism as an “unequiv-
ocal evil.”

It is therefore cause for alarm
that Resolution L.45/Rev 1 adopted
by the United Nations Third Commit-
tee on November 17, 2016, “Com-
bating Glorification of Nazism,
Neo-Nazism and other Practices that
contribute to Fuelling Contemporary
Forms of Racism, Racial Discrimina-
tion, Xenophobia and Related Intol-
erance” was opposed by the United
States and Ukraine.

And it is therefore of enormous
significance that Israel departed from
its almost consistent record of align-
ing itself with the US, and in this
rare exception, Israel voted together
with Syria, and 130 other countries
in opposition to the US and Ukrain-
ian position.

Year after year after year for the
last decade, the voting on this reso-
lution has been consistent. Israel has
not forgotten the Holocaust and the
genocidal extermination of 6 million
Jews by Nazism 80 years ago. Nor

have the Russians, who introduced
this resolution each year, forgotten
the Nazi intent to exterminate the
entire Slavic peoples, with the excep-
tion of those Slavs they intended to
use as slaves of the Third Reich. At
least 30 million Russians, military
and civilian, were slaughtered by the
genocidal Nazi aggression.
The Resolution states, point 7:

“Expresses concern about
recurring attempts to desecrate

or demolish monuments erected
in remembrance of those who
fought against Nazism during the
Second World War, as well as to
unlawfully exhume or remove
the remains of such persons,

and in this regard urges States to
fully comply with their relevant
obligations, inter alia, under article
34 of Additional Protocol 1 to the
Geneva Conventions of 1949.”

Point 12 states:

“Welcomes the call of the
Special Rapporteur for the active
preservation of those Holocaust
sites that served as Nazi death
camps, concentration and forced
labour camps and prisons, as
well as his encouragement of
States to take measures, including
legislative, law enforcement and
educational measures, to put an
end to all forms of Holocaust
denial.

It is alarming that Ukraine, now
essentially a puppet of the USA
voted against this resolution. This
is not surprising, however, recalling
that so recently the US Assistant
Secretary of State for European and
Eurasian Affairs, acting on behalf
of her neo-liberal colleagues,
helped mastermind the overthrow
of Ukraine’s democratically elect-
ed President, and supported instal-
lation of a Nazi infested regime in
Ukraine, while revealing her atti-
tude toward any Europeans who
expressed qualms, in her declara-
tion: “Fuck the EU.”

A preposterous justification for
Ukraine’s “no” vote was given by
their delegation, which cited the
Stalin-Hitler pact as one of the rea-
sons for its opposition. The current
Ukrainian delegate has obvious-
ly ignored the facts that, before the
Stalin-Hitler non-aggression pact
was signed, not only did Stalin
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desperately attempt to alert Europe
to the menace of Nazism, a warning
entirely ignored by everyone until
Hitler began his aggression.

The US has evidently forgot-
ten and desecrated the memory of
the thousands of heroic American
soldiers murdered — or tortured to
death by the Nazis in World War
II. If the US is now defending,
under any pretence, evidence of
the current widespread resurgence
of Nazism, the lives of US soldiers
were squandered for nothing in
World War II. (The munitions man-
ufacturers made a fortune during
the war, however).

For almost a decade, the Russian
Federation has, yearly, introduced
this resolution. For almost a decade,
this resolution has been adopted,
with the support of a majority of
the United Nations member states,
including Syria and Israel, China
and the DPRK. For almost a decade
the US has opposed this resolution,
giving various excuses, none of
which are legitimate justification for
such a damning vote.

The representative of Belarus
condemned attempts to rewrite the
history of Nazism and WW2, and
repeated that every third citizen of
Belarus was slaughtered by the Nazis
during the war. The opposition to
this resolution by both the US and
Ukraine is particularly egregious, as
both countries are fully aware of the
details of Nazi atrocities recounted
in testimony given at the Nuremberg
Tribunal.

At Yanovska Concentration
camp in Lvov, witnesses to Nazi bar-
barities testified: “In this camp war
prisoners were exterminated without
any pretext, often for a bet. Wemke, a
Gestapo Kommisar, boasted to other
camp executioners that he would cut
a boy in two parts with one blow of
a hatchet. They did not believe him,
so he caught a ten-year old boy in the
street, forced him to his knees, made
him put his palms together and hide
his face in them, made a trial stroke,
adjusted the boy’s head and with a
single blow of the hatchet slashed the
boy in two. The Hitlerites congratu-
lated Wemke warmly and shook him
by the hand.

Children were used by the Nazis
as living targets. Ida Vasseau, and
elderly French woman who witnessed
instances of this unspeakable barba-
rism in Lvov, told the Nuremberg

authorities ‘The little children were
martyrs. They were given away to
the Hitler-Jugend which used them
as live targets for shooting practice.””

The representative of Slova-
kia, speaking on behalf of the Euro-
pean Union, stated that: “one-sided
interpretations of history should be
avoided,” which implies that, per-
haps it would have been preferable if
the Nazis had won WW2. This alter-
native “interpretation of history” is
terrifying, as Europe, which was the
Nazis’ slaughterhouse, is evidently
attempting to rewrite history to jus-
tify the Holocaust, or a repetition of
the Holocaust.

The Ukrainian vote is perhaps
the most shameful and terrifying of
all, as it desecrates the memory of
the victims of Babi Yar, and it dese-
crates the memory of the courageous
300,000 Ukrainians who fought the
Nazi invasion, and were butchered at
Kharkov, one of the Soviet Union’s
“Hero Cities,” a battle that began on
May 12, 1942.

Although this battle ended in
defeat for these Soviet Ukrainian
heroes, the fierce Ukrainian resist-
ance obstructed the Nazi onslaught,
delaying and weakening the invading
Nazi army, and contributing, thereby,
to the great Soviet victory at Stalin-
grad, the turning point in World War
1L

In the words of Marshal Georgi
Zhukov: “Our victory at Stalingrad
marked a turning point in the war in
favour of the Soviet Union and the
beginning of the expulsion of enemy
forces from our territory. It was a long
awaited and glorious victory not only
for our forces, who had taken direct
part in the defeat of the enemy, but
for the entire Soviet people, who had
laboured day and night to provide the
front with everything it needed. The
loyal sons and daughters of Russia,
Ukraine, Byelorussia, Kazakhstan,
the Baltics, the Caucasus and Cen-
tral Asia won immortal glory by their
steadfastness and mass heroism.”

As they say, those who do not
learn from history are condemned
to repeat it. Those in the US and
Europe who supported the Nazis
hoped that Hitler would win the
war and destroy the Soviet Union.
The opposite occurred. There are
not two sides to this story, and there
are no nuances. It is therefore, per-
haps advisable to remind the US, the
Ukraine and the European Union,
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who should never have forgotten,
of the systematic, institutionalized
methods of torture regularly inflict-
ed by the Nazis, whose ideology the
opponents of Resolution L.45/Rev.1
are now defending.

In their concentration camps “to
relieve the monotony of the daily
mass executions, the Nazi guards
amused themselves by inflicting
horrible tortures and ‘jokes’ upon
the prisoners ... A former prison-
er named Atrokov told the Nurem-
berg Tribunal: ‘They took away a
baby from its mother’s breast and
killed it before her eyes by smash-
ing it against the barracks wall.” ‘I,
myself,” said Edward Baran, another
witness, ‘saw how babies were taken
from their mothers and killed before
their eyes; they would take a baby by
one foot and step on the other, and so
tear the baby apart.’”

“Before a prisoner guilty of some
misdemeanour was killed he would
be led over to a large, sparkling white
wringer used by the camp laundry and
made to place his fingers between the
heavy rubber rollers. Then an SS man
— or perhaps another prisoner forced
into their service — would turn the
handle. The victim’s arms would be
literally mangled up to the shoulder.
The agonised screams of the tortured
victim would afford great entertain-
ment to his tormenters.”

These were institutionalised
methods of torture inflicted by the
Nazis on all victims of their con-
quest, whether Ukrainian, Russian,
French, Italian, or American. Reso-
lution L45/Rev.1 declares, unequivo-
cally: “Never forget.”

In 1919 the Nazi party was neg-
ligible, regarded as irrelevant, com-
posed of fringe extremists. By the
early 1930’s, it was still small, and
in desperate need of money to sur-
vive. Suddenly, the party received a
large influx of money, some surmise,
invested by Henry Ford, a virulent
anti-Semite, who published and dis-
seminated, at his own expense, the
fraudulent “Protocols of the Elders
of Zion,” in the USA and elsewhere.

Hitler declared that Henry Ford
was his own inspiration. Perhaps,
25 years from Russia’s introduc-
tion of this resolution at the United
Nations in 2005, the Nazi horror will
be reborn. And those who opposed
this resolution will have helped the
rebirth of this monster.
globalresearch.ca &
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Not peace ... yet

WT Whitney

War between the Marxist-oriented
Revolutionary Armed Forces
of Colombia (FARC) and the
Colombian government ended on
December 1. Colombia’s Congress
that day finished endorsing the
peace agreement President Juan
Manuel Santos and FARC’s top
leader, “Timochenko,” signed
on November 23. Voting in both
chambers was unanimous, but
only because Congressional oppo-
nents led by Senator Alvaro Uribe,
Santos’ predecessor as president,
walked out.

The war, which has lasted 52
years, has killed vast numbers of
Colombians, 80 percent of them
civilians, including rural community
leaders and human rights activists.

The negotiations, including pre-
liminary talks, consumed five years.
Uribe, representing Colombia’s
land-owning class, led a campaign
opposing the process. A final accord,
signed and celebrated on August 29,
went to a popular vote, a plebiscite,
on October 2. Voters responding to
Uribe’s well-funded campaign nar-
rowly rejected it.

What's in
the agreement?

Opponents claimed the agree-
ment did little for victims, favoured
communists and LGBTQ people,
and gave impunity to guerrillas. A
Colombian economy in distress, they
said, can ill afford money for imple-
menting the peace deal.

The Santos government scram-
bled to recover. Negotiators recon-
vened to consider dozens of
counter-proposals from the No side
and did fashion a revised pact signed
by the heads of both negotiating
teams on November 12.

The revisions represented fine-
tuning rather than fundamental
change. The Special Jurisdiction for
Peace (JEP), set up to identify and
sanction combatants who committed
crimes, remained, but it won’t be part
of the Constitution and will last for
only ten years. Participating foreign
judges serve only as advisers now.
Colombia’s Constitutional Court will
review JEP rulings. State agents who
as combatants committed crimes will
appear before the JEP, but not those
who did so primarily for money.

Ex-guerrillas will submit “all

information” related to narco-traf-
ficking. FARC resources will be
collected for use in paying for repara-
tions. Some guerrillas involved with
narco-trafficking through “rebel-
lion or political crimes” may expect
amnesty.

The revised agreement still
allows former guerrilla leaders to par-
ticipate in electoral politics, although
state monetary support is diminished.
Protection for the “so-called ideol-
ogy of gender” disappeared, although
rights are supposedly guaranteed
for all population groups including
LGBTQ people. Land reform pro-
visions are weaker now; the new
agreement affirms the right to pri-
vate property and has a committee
of experts reviewing land-reform
projects.

Opposition forces called for
former insurgents to be prosecuted
by existing state institutions rather
than by the JEP. The JEP did become
a “state institution,” but on “an ad
hoc” basis. Provisions for punish-
ing ex-FARC leaders ineligible for
amnesty were supposedly vague; the
new agreement has them confined to
small “agricultural colonies.”

One observer highlights lan-
guage saying “Participation by the
communities” — specifically political-
ly active former guerrillas — is subject
to “national authorities,” and “Imple-
mentation ... of the accords will be
consistent with prevailing budget-
ary norms, guaranteeing financial
sustainability.”

No peace yet

Three sets of peace negotia-
tions over 30 years failed. Now with
an agreement in force, war will end
— but not completely: the govern-
ment’s talks with the guerrillas of
the National Liberation Army are
stalemated, and a dissenting contin-
gent of the FARC’s Northern Front,
having rejected the negotiations, is
still fighting.

Most tellingly, violence has
engulfed the country once more.
The “Patriotic March” is a coalition
of 600 social and political organiza-
tions. Its report of November 22 says
that during 2016, “72 defenders of
human rights” have been murdered,
32 between August and November;
279 were threatened, and 30 escaped
attackers. “Between September 8§,
2011 and November 20, 2016, 124
comrades of the Patriotic March have
been assassinated” — 18 in 2016.

The report emphasises that,

“[P]aramilitary action ... looms
as the principal threat to the peace
process.” Basically, “genocide [is]
being implemented through system-
atic actions directed at the extermi-
nation of our movement for political
reasons.”

Aida Avella agrees: “There is
a big plan against Patriotic March”
— that is to say, there are intellectu-
al authors and there are financiers.
But, “I don’t think another genocide
is starting, rather it is a continuation
... of genocide. That’s because the
paramilitary structures have not been
dismantled.”

Avella presides over the recently
reconstituted Patriotic Union (UP)
Party and knows about genocide.
Peace talks ending in 1984 failed,
but the government did allow demo-
bilised FARC guerrillas to enter reg-
ular politics. They did so by helping
to form the UP electoral coalition.
Then murders began. Some 5,000
UP members would die. Avella her-
self went into exile in 1996 after
a bazooka struck the taxi she was
riding in.

The paramilitaries operate
mainly in the countryside. Colombi-
an Senator Ivan Cepeda claims, “The
new campaign against restoring land
[to the displaced] is part of a general
strategy of paramilitaries protecting
economic interests.” Ex-President
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Uribe, accused of links to paramili-
taries, rejected the first agreement,
because it will “collectivise the
countryside and destroy productive
agriculture.”

Fensuagro, Colombia’s largest
agricultural workers union and a
Patriotic March affiliate, is vulner-
able. Death squads attacked nine
Patriotic March members between
November 17 and 20; five were
killed and three escaped (see note
below). All but one belonged to
Fensuagro.

Reporting the attacks, the Tuc-
son-based Alliance for Global Justice
highlights US complicity. US mili-
tary advisors to Colombia’s govern-
ment in 1962 held up paramilitaries
as a sure cure for disorder in the
countryside. US military aid under
Plan Colombia (2002-16) benefited
paramilitary formations, directly and
indirectly.

Currently, FARC members are
deploying to “zones of concentra-
tion” where they will be handing over
arms to United Nations officers. But
conservatives tied to Uribe are pre-
paring to retake the presidency in
2018. Some army officers broke rules
in supporting Uribe’s crusade against
the FARC, and may do so again.

Big agricultural interests, pro-
moters of dams and mining, ranch-
ers, and producers and distributors of
drugs want to maintain their hold on

useful land. And 9,000 political pris-
oners are still languishing in Colom-
bian jails. Peace, for a while, will be
a stranger in Colombia.

Jorge Eliécer Gaitan’s words
bear repeating. Two months before
he was assassinated on April 9, 1948,
the Liberal Party leader spoke before
a vast crowd. He did so because of
murderous attacks on land-hungry
small farmers.

He implored President Mari-
ano Ospina Pérez: “Sir, stop the
violence. We want the defence of
human life, that’s what a people can
ask for. Instead of unleashing blind
force, we should take advantage of
the people’s capacity to work for the
benefit of the progress of Colombia
... [This silent crowd and this mute
cry from our hearts just demands this
of you: that you treat us, our moth-
ers, our wives, our children, and our
property as you wish yourself, your
mother, your wife, your children, and
your property to be treated!”

(Note to readers: The Alliance
for Global Justice on December 1
issued an “Open Letter to Fensua-
gro, the Marcha Patriotica, and All
the Colombian People.” The letter
expresses condolences from 39
groups and 192 individuals and lists
the names of victims. To add your
name or that of your group, send an
email to: afgj@afgj.org.)

People’s World &

Syrian Army will retake Aleppo

After weeks of heavy fighting, the
Syrian Army has reportedly seized
control of the entire historic centre
of Aleppo that was held by ter-
rorists. Syrian troops also seized
a fortified hospital that militants
turned into a large command post
with an ammo depot.

“I am standing in the citadel
of Aleppo right now which is the
centre of the old city of Aleppo and
just minutes ago advancing units
from the Syrian Army have cut off
three districts of Aleppo that were
under militant’s control,” Alaa
Ebrahim, a freelance Syrian journal-
ist, said. However, according to the
journalist, despite the recent gains
made, the Syrian Army feels that the
battle ahead will not be an easy one

because the militants could employ
suicide tactics.

“The army is advancing but
the pace of these advances could
change from one day to another but
I can tell you for a fact that accord-
ing to every officer that I met with,
the end result seems conclusive that
the Syrian Army sooner or later
and before the end of 2016 will be
able to completely regain Aleppo.”
Syrian pro-government forces sit
on a military vehicle driving past
residents fleeing the eastern part of
Aleppo and gathering in Masaken
Hanano, a former rebel-held district
which was retaken by the regime
forces on November 30.

He further spoke about the
troops in Aleppo saying that since

2012 the militants had Aleppo under
their control but when the Syrian
Army came they started a very com-
plicated operation that included
opening of an alternative route to
Aleppo because the previous one
was under terrorist’s control.

“The army had to lay siege to
Aleppo and that process went on
for years. It was only in Summer
2016 that the Syrian Army could
impose a full siege around the city’s
perimeter”.

He further said that the army
needed logistical and technologi-
cal assistance which was provided
by the Syrian Army’s allies such as
Russia, Iranian advisers and Hez-
bollah. Talking about what would
be the next step for the Syrian Army

after it manages to liberate Aleppo,
the journalist said, “Some people
are saying that the army would head
to al-Raqqa, some are saying it
could be heading toward the Turk-
ish border in order to secure that
border. Anything could happen,”
Ebrahim said.

He further said that it is impor-
tant to bear in mind that two years
ago many people thought of Aleppo
as a success story for the rebels
because the city is one of the largest
in Syria and it is the economic hub
of the country.

“They controlled most of the
city, most of the roads leading to it
and now it is becoming a success
story of the Syrian government and
its allies as they have turned the

tables and now they have the upper
hand in this.”

The journalist said that despite
the success in Aleppo there are still
thousands of rebels in the province
of Idlib and thousands of Daesh
militants still control parts of the
country so the fight against them is
ongoing. The battle for Aleppo, one
of the largest cities in the country,
has become key for the outcome of
the deadly Syrian conflict which has
claimed more than 400,000 lives
and left millions displaced.

The city is mostly controlled
by the Syrian Arab Army and its
allies, but several districts in eastern
Aleppo still remain in the hands of
the terrorists.

Sputnik International &
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Women and “political
correctness”’

In 2011 in Norway, Anders
Behring Breivik went into an
island resort where members of
the country’s Labour Party youth
were holidaying and slaughtered
77 of them. Breivik was a fascist
obsessed with multiculturalism,
“cultural Marxism”, feminism

aspect” of which, he tells us in
his manifesto “2083: A European
Declaration of Independence”, is
“more prominent than feminist
ideology”.

This latter he said was a politi-
cal correct project bent on deny-
ing “the intrinsic worth of native
Christian European heterosexu-
al males”, undermines the nuclear
family and “opens Europe to Muslim
colonisation”.

Breivik raves on about the
“reproductive treachery” of women
and claims that they are more sup-
portive of multiculturalism. The
hatred of women runs through the
document to the point where he says
the danger of women’s “unnatural”
demand for equality means that “the
fate of human civilisation depends on
European men steadfastly resisting
politically correct feminism”.

Letters / Culture & Life

aspect of the drum beaters around
political correctness in Australia,
readers may recall the vicious little
gathering outside parliament, led
by the then opposition leader Tony
Abbott, against the Gillard govern-
ment’s mining tax in 2011. Among
the slogans on the placards: “Ditch
the Witch” and “Bob Brown’s Bitch”.
Acreflection of the low politics of
Abbott and his faction in the Liber-
al Party, and that of the anti-political
correctness crowd.
Jo Dunleavy
Wodonga

On education

I would like to make a point-list
to make a clear, straightforward
case for public education (that this
needs to be done in the 21st cen-

government policies).

The values taught in such
schools: free, compulsory, secular.
dedicated teachers; a microcosm of
diversity in Australia; the laboratory
of the entire nation; no discrimination
against individuals or groups; chil-
dren and parents mix together and
learn to respect each other.

No bullying of children because
they are gay or have a different (or
no) religion; in an age of religious
intolerance, the secular nature of
public education is particularly
important — it protects diversity; the
right to universal public education
for all is the precious right of every
Australian.

(Note; 15 of the 20 present mem-
bers of the present Federal Cabinet
were educated outside the public
school system.)

T Southern

Guardian

Eureka Youth
reunion call

I have been a Socialist all my life,
ever since I was introduced to the
Eureka Youth League in the early
’60s by David Moss. I would love
to have a reunion of all the people
that used to go down to Second
Valley camping and learning more
about Socialism which is even
more important today as a way
of living.
I hope that a reunion can be
arranged. My phone number is
0406 208 222.
Your sincerely
Peter Reed
SA

and political correctness,

no As just one example of this

tury is a condemnation of current

Brisbane

by

Rob Gowl

Book review
Living

Literary Wonderlands, subtitled a journey
through the greatest fictional worlds ever
created, is edited by Laura Miller and pub-
lished by Hardie Grant Books. Its 300-plus
pages encompass a concise survey of fan-
tasy literature from all over the world. A
book about fantasy may seem an unusual
— even frivolous — choice for a Communist
newspaper to review. And yet fantasy has
been the chosen medium for many social
commentators over the years.

From the earliest times, people told and
retold the didactic myths of Aesop, rejoiced in
the anti-establishment exploits of Robin Hood
and his merry men or sought to emulate the ide-
alised behaviour of King Arthur and his knights.
Eventually, this led to works by authors who
imagined entirely new forms of society, or who
predicted disastrous consequences if perceived
social problems were not resolved.

Fantasy as a medium for exploring ideas
of how human beings could or should behave
when faced with difficult problems is as old
as literature itself. The earliest fantasy work
dealt with in Literary Wonderlands is The Epic
of Gilgamesh which dates to circa 1750 BCE;
the most recent is Salman Rushdie’s Two Years
Eight Months and Twenty-Eight Nights which
came out in 2015.

Of necessity, the almost 100 works of fan-
tasy covered in Literary Wonderlands receive
only two to four pages each. Some of the
entries concentrate on plot, but others, such as
the entry for Cervantes’ 17th century classic
Don Quixote provide informative — if succinct
— background information. “[Quixote’s] pre-
dicament not only satirises the impracticality
of lofty or extravagant ideals, but his delusions

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone.

(most famously charging at windmills, mistak-
ing them for giants) can also be interpreted as
reactions to the very real and traumatic techno-
logical transformations that were being imple-
mented in the Castilian landscape by the ruling
Hapsburgs.

“The windmills were not at that time a
traditional feature of the Castilian landscape.
On the contrary, they were monstrous new
machines deployed in the windy Manche-
gan hills in order to drive the economy of the
Hapsburgs’ global war.”

Graced by numerous often thoughtfully
derived illustrations, the book is arranged in
sections, in roughly chronological order, begin-
ning with “Ancient Myth and Legend”, which
covers fantasy written before 1700. “Science
and Romanticism” covers the next 200 years
while “The Golden Age of Fantasy” covers the
shorter period 1901-1945. The post-war explo-
sion of fantasy world-wide is dealt with in an
even shorter section four (1946-1980) while
“The Computer Age” brings the coverage up
to date, with well-known authors like Terry
Pratchett, George RR Martin and JK Rowl-
ing but also lesser known ones such as Haruki
Murakami, Ngiigi Wa Thiong’o, Wu Ming-yi
and Nnedi Okorafor.

As this indicates, the book’s selection of
authors is refreshingly not Euro-centric. The
first section for example includes an examina-
tion of the 16th century Chinese classic Journey
To The West which became the popular televi-
sion series Monkey in the 1980s.

This section also includes two pages devot-
ed to Thomas More’s Utopia, written in 1516, a
work whose title means “nowhere” and which
More wrote — as the introduction to the chapter

points out — as a work of “criticism of the fail-
ings and corruption he observed in society”.
Ironically, it gave its name to any form of soci-
ety that was beyond criticism, and therefore
unattainable.

The second section, “Science and Roman-
ticism”, ranges from 1726 with Swift’s caustic
satire on English society, Gulliver's Travels —
which the text makes clear is not a children’s
story — through mainly nineteenth century
books such as Lewis Carroll’s delightful mix
of satire and whimsy, Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland, Jules Verne’s mix of science and
adventure Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the
Sea, and HG Wells’ The Time Machine.

The text notes that one of the themes of
Wells’ novel was class conflict (he was a social-
ist after all, though not a Marxist-Leninist):
“Was society in the 1890s polarising rather than
coming together?” asks this chapter. “Would
the working class, like [Wells’] Morlocks —
the exploited ‘many’ as Shelley called them —
revenge themselves at some point in the future
on the privileged ‘few’? How should a socialist
deal with that? Was there a solution?”

The chapter notes that one “solution” of
which Wells himself approved was the forma-
tion of the Independent Labour Party a couple
years before his book was published. The weak-
ness inherent in social democracy does not fall
within the book’s brief, however. This section
also includes three pages on your extreme right-
winger’s favourite opera, Wagner’s The Ring
of the Nibelung (“Whatever Wagner’s inten-
tion with The Ring of the Nibelung, its vast
world has influenced all later attempts to por-
tray apocalyptic themes in music, literature, art
and cinema.”)

One thing the book does show very well is
the tremendous and enduring popularity of fan-
tasy. American author Edward Bellamy’s uto-
pian socialist work Looking Backward which
appeared in 1888 was not only phenomenally
successful but it inspired a network of politi-
cal cubs and ultimately a political party! More
recently, the equally phenomenal success of JK
Rowling’s Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s
Stone and its sequels led to the bizarre claim by
fundamentalist Christians that by putting witch-
es and wizards in such an obviously fictional
a work would blunt children’s perception that
these agents of the Devil are real!

Fundamentalist Christians were even more
outraged by another publishing phenomenon,
Philip Pullman’s trilogy His Dark Materi-
als, a full-frontal attack on organised religion,
encased in a marvellously imaginative work
spanning several parallel universes. Pullman
declared uncompromisingly “My books are
about killing God” which is almost certainly
the real reason the film version of the trilogy
never progressed beyond the first film.

So, Literary Wonderlands is at once
detailed, lavishly illustrated and very wide-
ranging. Inevitably it cannot contain every sig-
nificant book in such a popular genre: Susan
Cooper’s series The Dark Is Rising is not there,
for example, nor is Australian author Isobelle
Carmody’s series The Obernewtyn Chronicles.

Nevertheless, as a valuable reference work
on a major genre of world literature — or if you
just want to sound knowledgeable about popu-
lar culture at dinner parties — I can recommend
Literary Wonderlands. &
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Book Review by Michael Arney

For five days in October 1995 —
that probably felt like five weeks
or five months to Julio Pabén and
his cohorts — the South Bronx was
transformed into New York’s own
Sierra Maestra for Cuban leader
Fidel Castro Ruz. That year was
the 50th anniversary of the found-
ing of the United Nations. Lead-
ers of almost every nation of the
world came to New York for the
celebration. Mayor Rudy Giuliani
planned a special celebratory
dinner for all of the dignitaries
except two: Cuban President Fidel
Castro and Palestinian National
Authority President and Prime
Minister Yasser Arafat.

Some readers might mistake
Giuliani as “America’s Mayor,” since
he managed to pose in front of the
television cameras at every opportu-
nity in the days after 9-11. Many New
Yorkers, especially African Ameri-
cans, Puerto Ricans and other Lati-
nos, held a contrasting view. Twenty
years later, the nation saw his essence
more clearly in his ranting, unwaver-
ing support of Donald Trump’s cam-
paign for president.

Giuliani didn’t simply omit
Castro and Arafat. He issued a
press release specifically disinvit-
ing them. Arab New Yorkers held
a banquet for Arafat; Boricuas
(Puerto Ricans) in the South Bronx,
led by Pabon, similarly responded
toward Castro, for the public revok-
ing of the invitation was an insult
to the city’s Latino population that
could not go unchallenged. Pabon
recounts his story in the newly pub-
lished book Knockout: Fidel Castro
Visits the South Bronx.

On Thursday, October 19, a
phone call to Pabon from long-time
friend and political associate David
Galarza started the process. They
decided to call a press conference
that would invite President Castro
for a private dinner. Pabon secured a
venue, Jimmy’s Bronx Cafe, which
was relatively easy since he had
known its owner, Jimmy Rodriguez,
and Pabon’s Latino Sports Ventures,
Inc had hosted events there.

Pabén, vice president of the
National Puerto Rican Business
Council, convinced its president
Carlos Nazario to push for the
NPRBC to sponsor the event. US
Congressman José Serrano, whom
Pabon knew for two decades and
regarded as family, accepted the
invitation to join the host committee,

which turned out to be a critical
addition.

Early morning, Friday, October
20, Pabon sent out the press release
from his office. He and his daugh-
ter Kimberly, who worked for her
father, thought all was done, that
Castro would naturally decline the
invitation, and the two-day flurry
would be over. They were completely
wrong, because Castro accepted the
invitation! The madness of two days
gave way to a hurricane of activity,
planning, phone calls, meetings and
mayhem from that Friday afternoon
until the end of the Monday, October
23 dinner, which grew from an initial
list of 50 place settings to some 300.

Who is Julio Pabéon?

Julio Pabon’s roots are extreme-
ly humble. Born in Guayama, Puerto
Rico, in 1956, he moved to the South
Bronx at age four and was raised by
his single parent father, “who was
always treated as an immigrant
because of his dark complexion”
and monolingual Spanish language.
By his own admission, he survived
“the worst of the South Bronx” due
to his father’s guidance. He became
involved politically in the commu-
nity as a young teen in organisations
such as Justicia Latina, the Young
Lords Party, and El Comité — MINP
(Movimiento de Izquierda Nacion-
al Puertorriquefio — Puerto Rican
National Left Movement).

In his last year as an undergrad-
uate student of American history
at Lehman College, Pabon moved
away from his “extreme left poli-
tics” and became more involved in
the “mainstream,” serving as presi-
dent of the Frente Unido Latino
(United Latin Front). After gradua-
tion, he taught social studies at his
alma mater, Junior High School
38 on St. Ann’s Avenue, and then
worked in a Department of Labour
program helping African Americans,
Latinos and women of all nationali-
ties enter into construction unions,
as well as for the South Bronx Job
Corps. Eventually, he was employed
in the office of then-State Assembly-
man (now member of Congress) José
Serrano and later as the Director of
Latino Affairs for City Council Presi-
dent Andrew Stein. He then became
a small businessman, beginning his
own Morivivi Language Services,
a translation business, and Latino
Sports Ventures, Inc, which promotes
Latino professional athletes.

Knockout is his first book, though
Pabon writes his own blog (nyclafi-
nopolifics.com) as well as one for the
Huffington Post, and has been pub-
lished in the Daily News, New York
Times, El Diario La Prensa, Per-
iodico Hoy, and elsewhere. A variety
of readers will respond to his book:
Residents of the Bronx will enjoy his
specific references to streets, build-
ings, and personalities of the area.
Leftists intrigued by the Cuban Revo-
lution and Fidel Castro will certainly
enjoy this story. Progressive activists
of all ages will learn about the value
of multi-class, popular front coalition
politics. Furthermore, Pabon and the
other characters will serve as incred-
ibly powerful role models for activ-
ist Puerto Ricans and other Latinos.

A memoir of
extraordinary detail

Knockout was written nearly
20 years after the fact. The author’s
interviews with the principal play-
ers, as well as his clean lifestyle of a
drug-free apartment and rare alcohol-
ic drinks, served his memory well, for
the readers are told this wonderful bit
of history in extraordinary detail. The
chapters are short — in some cases, a
page or two — and each one takes on
specific subplots of the event. Such
as “How Fidel Castro Got a Copy
of Our Press Release” — Representa-
tive Serrano had contacted Fernando
Remirez of the Cuban Interest Sec-
tion in Washington, DC. Or “My
Meeting with the US Secret Service”
— most bizarre for someone who had
been harassed by law enforcement
during his more radical youth days.
Or “Meeting with the Cuban Secret
Service” — also necessary when a
head of state is involved, and much
more relaxing than the prior meeting.

“Meeting President Fidel
Castro”: The guest of honour arrived
and Pabon was more nervous than
ever (this and surrounding chapters
brightly show the author’s humil-
ity). When Pabon looked a bit pen-
sive while greeting Castro, El Gran
Lider implied that Pabon was nerv-
ous. Pabon replied that he wasn’t,
for the South Bronx was the Sierra
Maestra of New York. This line
amused Castro, and he threw it back
at his anxious security detail in the
ballroom when the president broke
protocol and shook hands with many
in the overwhelmingly enthusiastic
audience.
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Dr Ricardo R Fernandez, who
served as president of the Bronx’s
Lehman College from 1990 through
mid-2016, writes a foreword gush-
ing with pride in his community. Pic-
tures sprinkled throughout the book
help document the tale. Knockout
has some technical issues that may
trouble some readers. Self-published
books have scant resources behind
them: This crops up with some edit-
ing difficulties as well as the omis-
sion of an index that would have
really helped. However, these prob-
lems do not take away from the
beauty and drama of the story and
the many lessons to be learned.

Readers learn of the many
people who made the event a suc-
cess. Besides those already men-
tioned, there were Franklin Flores,
secretary of organisation of Casa de
las Américas; Mickey Melendez,
who knew Pabon in both the Young
Lords Party and El Comité¢ — MINP;
and Jerry “Fast Feet” Fontanez, the
number one kickboxing champion
in the world, who knew the author
because of his martial arts back-
ground and who reassured Pabon by
organising an internal security team
for the dinner, in case some crazy
managed to slip through the external
security rings around Jimmy’s Bronx
Cafe that night. There are many more
as well, and Pabon seems to neglect
no one, no matter how small their
contribution.

And in the opposite
corner ...

Clearly, some members of the
community opposed the event. This
list included then-Bronx Borough
President Fernando Ferrer as well as
the Reverend Rubén Diaz, Sr, now
a socially conservative state senator
who accompanied Senator Ted Cruz
in the latter’s presidential primary
campaign stop in the Bronx in April
2016. Diaz, Sr served as the conduit
for the right-wing Cuban American
National Foundation to pay for anti-
Castro protesters the night of the
dinner. In a huge disappointment to

Pabon, Herman Badillo also opposed
to the event, the city’s first Puerto
Rican borough president (there are
five boroughs in New York City)
and the first Puerto Rican elected to
Congress.

Castro and the Cuban Revolution
greatly appealed to the Latin Amer-
ican left, but it was also respected
by even anti-socialist people in the
region because Cuba stood up suc-
cessfully against US imperialism
and interference. Acknowledgment
of this fact will help readers who
might be initially shocked at the out-
pouring of support for the dinner for
Castro. It is true that Pabon’s leftist
background made him sympathetic
to many features of socialist Cuba.
However, many of the attendees were
not enamoured by Castro or his coun-
try, to say the least. Some attend-
ees, such as some members of the
NPRBC, were thinking strategically
about future business opportunities
on the island. Rodriguez of Jimmy’s
Bronx Cafe (which closed in 2003)
agreed to have his restaurant serve
as the venue in part to stave off earli-
er negative publicity. He had serious
misgivings, though, when the Secret
Service shut down his restaurant as a
security measure on the afternoon of
Sunday, October 22, resulting in his
losing out on business that night and
the next day’s lunch. (See the chapter
“Jimmy Calls Me: He’s Not a Happy
Camper” to learn how Pabon relieved
his anxiety.)

At the dinner, children of some
of the organisers presented Castro
with gifts, among them an over-
sized boxing glove. Predictably, the
president put it on (pictured on the
book’s cover), which to Pabon and
others symbolised the smashing suc-
cess of the event: They had delivered
a knockout! Indeed, that October of
1995, Pabon entered the ring with
Giuliani. Despite the mayor having
all of the material advantages and a
healthy head start, Rudy failed to get
up before the referee counted to ten.
Available at
www.knockoutthebook.com
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Summer reading & gift ideas — The editor’s selection

Looking for some gift ideas or just thinking
about catching up with some reading when
the Guardian takes a break? Then why not
shop where your money counts, rather than
line the coffers of the multinationals! The
Communist Party of Australia has a range
of T-shirts and books, including Marxist-
Leninist classics, and lighter reading of
interest.

On August 22, 1966, a group of Aborigi-
nal people walked off Wave Hill station where
they were employed and the whole community
walked to the local Welfare Settlement where
they made camp on the banks of the Victoria
River and began a strike for better wages and
working conditions.

Later they moved on to Daguragu in the
Northern Territory on the banks of Wattie
Creek. It became clear that they wanted more
than equal wages and working conditions but
their land back and to take control of their
lives.

Hannah Middleton lived and worked with
the Gurindji at Daguragu from April 1970 to
February 1971. Her booklet, Flowers to Make
Daguragu Pretty: The Gurindji 1966-2016
(36 pp, $12), published for the 50th anniver-
sary of the walk-off, tells the story of the past
50 years and her small part in it.

The Cuban Five were framed and impris-
oned in the US more than 16 years for the
“crime” of gathering information for the Cuban
government on the plans of murderous terror-
ists planning attacks on Cuba.

“I will die the way I’ve lived” (36 pp, $14)
contains a series of 15 water colours by Anto-
nio Guerrero on 15 years of imprisonment,
with some very interesting and insightful text
by three of the other Five — Antonio, Gerardo
and Ramon. A great read and drawings.

Women in Cuba: the making of a revo-
lution within the revolution (346 pp, $28) is
not a book about women per se, but about the
Cuban Revolution with first hand accounts of
two of its leaders — Vilma Espin and Asela de
Los Santos.

Yolanda Ferrer, as a 15-year-old, took part
in the national literacy campaign in 1961, was
a founding member of the revolutionary mili-
tias and at the time of writing was the General

Secretary of the Federation of Cuban Women
and a member of the Communist Party’s Cen-
tral Committee. She has since passed away.

Their stories give a rich history of the Rev-
olution, in which men and women played lead-
ership roles and fought courageously along side
each other. There are some humorous moments
too, such as when Castro explained to a meet-
ing in 1960 fundamental aspects of the Revolu-
tion and a woman’s place in it. The integration
of women into the workforce was a bit too
much for some!

“My wife doesn’t need to work,” the claims
went. “I’m supporting her.” Or “Who will do
the cooking?”; “Who will do the cleaning?”’;
“Who will wash the clothes and care for the
children?”.

A really great read, in particular, for anyone
interested in the Revolution, politics, building
of socialism, which includes women’s equality.

Got a gut feeling your boss is exploiting
you? Do you feel your wages really cover all
that hard work you do? You are not wrong if
your employer is making a profit. But you
would like to know how it all works? Then
you can’t go past Karl Marx’s Wage-Labour
and Capital and his Value, Price and Profit
(62 pp, $15) — two great pamphlets in one
volume.

Clearly written, covering important issues
such as wages and profits, they are as relevant
today as they were when written in the 19th
Century. Essential reading for trade unionists
and anyone interested in political economy or
understanding how capitalism works.

Das Kapital is a Marxist icon, but to read
its three hefty volumes takes more time than
many of us have. Engels produced a handy syn-
opsis, On Marx’s Capital (49 pp, $12) — only
130 pages which makes a great introduction as
well as suiting time-poor readers.

The concept of the state is fundamental to
understanding capitalist society and the revo-
lutionary process. “The state is a product and
a manifestation of the irreconcilability of class
antagonisms. The state arises where, when and
insofar as class antagonism objectively cannot
be reconciled. And, conversely, the existence of
the state proves that the class antagonisms are
irreconcilable, Lenin writes in State and Revo-
lution (103 pp, $10).

This important booklet clarifies what

Engels and Marx said about the conditions in
which the state exists and its role in class soci-
ety. Lenin counters the distortions that are prop-
agated by bourgeois writers and explains the
well-known term “withering away of the state”.

Against Fascism and War (125 pp, $20)
contains the famous report to the 7th World
Congress of the Communist International in
1935 by George Dimitrov and a 1936 speech
on The People’s Front.

There is a foreword by James West from
the Communist Party USA giving a historical
background to the great Bulgarian Communist
leader who was elected as General Secretary of
the International.

Dimitrov concluded his speech on The
People’s Front with the words: “In the strug-
gle against fascism and war, not empty words,
not platonic wishes, but action is needed. To
achieve this action it is necessary to bring about
the unification of all forces of the working class
and to carry out unswervingly the policy of the
People’s Front.”

His call for anti-fascist unity has particu-
lar relevance today with the election of Trump
and the rise of neo-Nazis and other extreme
right-wing forces and economic crises facing
capitalist states.

Now for something Australian: Eureka and
Beyond: Monty Miller — his own story (110 pp,
$20) is a first-hand account of one of Austral-
ia’s most historic events written in a colourful
and entertaining style. In 1854, at a young age
Monty Miller fought and was wounded in the
Eureka Stockade.

At 85 he was sentenced to six months hard
labour for his leadership in the anti-conscrip-
tion struggles in 1917. There is an introduction
by Vic Williams along with Williams’ poem
“Are You Ready Monty Miller?”

As well as Monty’s own description of the
Eureka Stockade, the book contains extracts
from “Labour’s Road to Freedom” with an
introduction by the great Communist writer
Katharine Susannah Pritchard.

Tales of the Middle Ages (244 pp, $28)
— the tales in this book are written by profes-
sional authors and historians. They describe
various aspects of the medieval history of West-
ern, Central and Eastern Europe and also of

some Oriental countries between 5th and 15th
centuries.

Those thousand years witnessed many
important events, such as the emergence of
most modern European and Asian states, the
first voyages around the world, and the dis-
covery that the Earth was round and the Uni-
verse infinite. In the Middle Ages America was
“discovered”, book printing and the telescope
invented and many masterpieces of art and lit-
erature created.

There are numerous tales, many of them
well known but others not so familiar. They
include the Ancient Germans; Chlodwig, King
of Franks; The Domesday Book; the Crusades;
the Taborites; the Day of the Skewbald Cow;
Jeanne D’Arc; Ibn Batutu; the Goliards and
much more.

There are numerous illustrations, many in
colour. It is a fascinating and easy read.

T-shirts always make popular and practical
gifts. “Improve your Marx” (white shirt with
black text) and Che Guevara (red or white
with black graphic) are popular with students.
There is also a Marx t-shirt without any text.
This comes in black with white or gold image
or red with a black or white image.

On a more classic, revolutionary theme, the
Lenin t-shirt (red or white with black graph-
ic) or the CPA’s own red t-shirt with a small
yellow logo which includes the hammer and
sickle and Southern Cross stars are also very
popular.

If you are looking for something very Aus-
tralian, the classic white on blue Eureka t-shirt
is a winner. T-shirts are $25 each, including
packaging and postage, sizes M-XXXL.

In the spirit of giving, every t-shirt or book
order will receive a free copy of the CPA’s pub-
lication Hot Earth which puts the CPA’s case
for planning and regulation to deal with the cli-
mate crisis.

The best present of course is a subscription
to the Guardian.

And while you’re in the mood for giving,
don’t forget the Press Fund! We still have
wages and bills to pay over the break.

In unity

Tom Pearson — Editor
*There other political books on our website:
cpa.org.au, just click on the “Shop@cpa”
button. &
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