
Peter Mac

Mitigating climate change requires chang-
ing global energy production from fossil 
fuels to renewable energy sources as rapidly 
as possible. And the world is reacting. The 
demand for coal is falling heavily, and many 
new renewable energy power generation 
plants are under construction. China has 
introduced a ban on construction of new 
coal-fi red power plants until 2018. The ban 
will probably remain indefi nitely.

In sharp contrast, the Turnbull government 
has supported the fossil fuel industries while 
paying lip service to environmental considera-
tions. It has approved construction of vast new 
coal mines and ports for the export of coal, 
most of which will be shipped perilously across 
the already-threatened Great Barrier Reef. 

The coalition government is promoting 
gas, including coal seam gas, to replace coal 
as an energy source. It wants to strip the Aus-
tralian Renewable Energy Agency of $1 billion 
funding, which would devastate the renewa-
ble energy industry. It has stripped the CSIRO 
of funding, resulting in a loss of 300 scientifi c 
positions.

Its proposed energy security review won’t 
consider the impact of climate change, and it 
still promotes the hopelessly ineffective “Direct 
Action” program which pays polluting corpora-
tions, in the vain hope they’ll cut their carbon 
emissions.

State governments have also failed the test. 
Some state governments have sold off their 
publicly-owned electricity generation, pricing 
and/or distribution networks, and have left it 
to the private sector to construct new power 
stations. 

Electrical power installations are crucial for 
our national security. They should not be sold 
off to private interests, and the South Australian 
power crisis demonstrated the importance of 
having government control over energy supply, 
rather than relying on greedy, self-interested 
private power providers. 

A new report describes the condition of the 
Great Barrier Reef as much more serious than 
three years ago, and states unequivocally that 
the primary cause of its deterioration is a rise 
in the global ocean temperature owing to cli-
mate change.

The Turnbull coalition government has 
failed to take effective steps to mitigate cli-
mate change. In order to achieve the coalition’s 
primary objectives, including its anti union 

legislation, Turnbull has sought the support 
of key opposition Senators like One Nation’s 
Pauline Hanson, and the still bitterly-resentful 
pro-Abbott faction, which opposes any action 
that would undermine the dominant position of 
the fossil fuel industries.

Hanson and Abbott are notorious climate 
change deniers, Abbott remarking “Climate 
change is crap”. The coalition is arguing for 
the slowest possible replacement of fossil fuels 
by renewable energy sources. It also took full 
propaganda advantage of two power failures in 
South Australia, which now derives 41 percent 
of its energy from renewable sources, mostly 
wind farms.

Under the current national energy arrange-
ments, the eastern states can purchase extra 
electricity from another state through energy 
interconnectors near the state borders.

In May this year an energy shortage 
occurred in South Australia, and problems with 
the Victorian interconnector forced some SA 
heavy industry consumers who had “spot price” 
market contracts to purchase energy from pri-
vately-owned gas-fi red power generators.

However, demand from local and overseas 
purchasers was extremely high, and the indus-
try consumers were desperate, so suppliers 
stung them with power rates up to $1,400 per 
kilowatt hour, more than 100 times the yearly 
average rate.

The primary problem was obviously the 
ruthless “charge whatever you can get away 
with” market approach of the private energy 
suppliers, but the Turnbull government 
launched a phoney scare campaign against 
renewable energy. 

The Australian Petroleum Production and 
Exploration Association joined in, predict-
ing that reliance on renewables rather than 
gas would doom the state to repeated crises. 
Dow Chemical’s managing director described 
the South Australian energy policy as a “train 
wreck”.

On August 28 in South Australia a violent 
storm wrecked 23 energy transmission towers, 
the state’s wind power stations automatically 
shut down to prevent their overheating, and the 
Victorian interconnector failed to provide sup-
plementary power. Some areas of the state were 
without power for several days.

The crisis would have occurred even if 
the state had been powered solely by coal or 
gas generators. Nevertheless, the wind sta-
tions again got the blame. The energy prob-
lems demonstrated in South Australia in May 

did not originate in inadequate supply. There 
was enough gas to meet the demands of indus-
try when extra power was needed, and the price 
surge was caused by the private energy suppli-
ers wringing as much profi t as possible from 
their customers.

Nor did the problem lie in unsolvable 
technical diffi culties associated with renewa-
ble energy. The SA crisis was triggered by the 
structural collapse of the transmission towers, a 
problem easily solved by more robust construc-
tion. Extra interconnectors could also be built 
at state borders.

The Turnbull government blamed the SA 
energy crises on the intermittent nature of wind 
and sunlight. However, with careful planning 
these energy sources can meet normally antici-
pated demands. Moreover, during emergencies 
grid-scale energy storage technology, which 
already exists, could provide power much more 
quickly than gas generators during periods of 
low wind or inadequate sunshine, or during 
fi erce weather like the July storm in SA.

But installing energy storage systems 

initially involves substantial extra cost, and pri-
vate companies that contribute to the SA grid 
regard energy storage as commercially unvi-
able. The problem with energy storage doesn’t 
lie in technical feasibility but in the profi t 
motive.

What must be done?
The state governments have committed to 

ambitious renewable energy targets, eg 50 per-
cent by 2020 in South Australia. In contrast, 
the Turnbull government now wants all the 
states to accept its feeble goal of a mere 26 to 
28 percent carbon emission reduction by 2030, 
and its pathetic renewable energy target of 23.5 
percent by 2020, which Energy and Environ-
ment Minister Josh Frydenberg described as 
“set in stone ... because it drives investment in 
the market ...”. 

The origin of Australia’s energy problems 
clearly lies in the corrupt motivation of the fed-
eral government, and the solution lies in remov-
ing the government from power at the earliest 
opportunity. 

All aboard 
the post-TPP world
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Racism and the fear factor
A few years ago American left-wing satirist and political com-

mentator Michael Moore conducted a revealing social experiment 
in New York City. He had an actor put on a police uniform, stand 
on the footpath near a busy street and approach passing citizens, 
ordering them to “step to one side” and put their hands against a 
wall while he conducted a search of their person and belongings. 
And people complied, mostly without question.

Moore’s purpose was to ask: how had a state of affairs come 
about where people accept violations of their privacy and civil 
liberties as a routine part of daily life? The answer was fear: fear 
of terrorist attacks through constant fear mongering from govern-
ment of danger from without and within; fear of other countries, 
other cultures, other nationalities, other religions than their own.

It is a form of social conditioning now being practiced by the 
Turnbull government and others before it, in the more recent 
past to the attacks on the US in 2001, and the 2003 war on Iraq 
involving the then Howard government here in Australia.

The creation of non-existent, threatening demons in the public 
mind is not a new tactic. In the 19th century it was the “Asian 
hoards” who were about to swamp Australia, a racist beat up 
that still resonates to this day. There was the “Red scare” during 
the Cold War; following World War II it was migrants who were 
“taking Australian jobs”. And now, after more than 200 years the 
racist demonising of Indigenous Australians is proceeding at a 
frenetic pace under the racist Abbott/Turnbull government policies.

Of course, all the scenarios these campaigns were based on 
have been shown over and over again to have no basis in reality, 
but they achieved their goals to one degree or another, creating 
divisions in society, establishing racist stereotypes and perpetuating 
deeply engrained prejudices based on fear.

Internationally, since launching the war on terror, the US and 
its allies have attacked and occupied Afghanistan and Iraq; bombed 
Libya and assassinated its president; killed thousands in drone 
attacks in Pakistan, Yeman and Somalia, imposed various devas-
tating sanctions; backed Israel’s occupation and dispossession of 
the Palestinians; carried out large scale torture, kidnapping and 
internment without trial.

Imperialist war in the Muslim world has fed a toxic tide of 
Islamophobia in Europe, the US and Australia.

Fairfax journalist Ruby Hamad, in a recent column in The Age 
newspaper, stated that as a Lebanese Australian, “I have never 
experienced such uncertainty and despair”. Immigration Minister 
Peter Dutton’s racist slur against the children of Lebanese migrants 
who came here escaping confl ict more than 40 years ago drew a 
rapier response from Hamad.

“In a political climate where populist parties are gaining favour 
on the back of a vehemently anti-Muslim platform, these words 
don’t come as a shock. But they should. They should because no 
one should be demonised and dehumanised in this way.”

Further, “I was going to implore you to consider the many 
tens of thousands of Lebanese Australians who have enriched this 
society we live in. But I am through trying to convince people of 
my humanity.” She notes also that this retrospective demonising 
of Lebanese refugees from 40 years ago is being used to justify 
the treatment of refugees today.

“And while a petition is seeking Dutton’s censure from Prime 
Minister Malcolm Turnbull, the truth is we have long passed the 
point of mere apologies and denunciations. If we are ever to claw 
our way out of this hole it has to start now.”

Because the premise of this current promotion of fear and 
loathing is so patently false – emphasised by the lies that were used 
as pretext for the war on Iraq – all stops are out to intensify the 
perception that we are under constant threat of a terrorist attack.

The attempt to use the fear factor to impose absolute control 
through police state powers is also not new: its ultimate manifes-
tation is called fascism. Our civil and democratic rights are not 
fi gments of the imagination but real freedoms won over many 
years of struggle by the Australian people. Their violation and 
destruction are unacceptable and must be defeated.

PRESS FUND
During his celebrated career federal Attorney George Brandis has 
advocated emasculating the Racial Vilification Act, declared that 
everyone has the right to be a bigot, attacked the president of the 
Human Rights Commission, ordered the independent Solicitor 
General to direct any MPs request for legal advice to George 
for approval, and may have secretly arranged for the Western 
Australian government to regain a $1 billion debt from a failed 
corporation ahead of another debtor, the Australian Tax Office! 
He’ll probably be rewarded with a diplomatic posting. To enable 
us to follow George’s next breathlessly-anticipated move we need 
Press Fund contributions, so please send in something for the 
next edition if you can! Many thanks to this week’s supporters, as 
follows:
Craig $50, S Dittura $5, Mark Mannion $5, PEA $50, 
“Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $15, GL Spiers $65, 
M Whisson $30, In memory of Harry Kypridemos $100,
KM in memory of Fidel $20
This week’s total: $345 Progressive total: $8,575

“
QUOTE OF THE WEEK

A revolution is not a bed of roses. 
A revolution is a struggle to the death between the future and the past.

Fidel: 1961 speech in Havana on the second anniversary of the Cuban Revolution

”

Vale Comrade Harry
On November 11 Harry Kypri-
demos passed away after a long 
illness, a highly respected member 
of Sydney’s progressive Greek 
community, a truly remarkable 
man, a faithful and talented CPA 
member.

Harry was born in Cyprus on 
December 14, 1930. Following 
his graduation from High School 
he enrolled at the Cyprus Teach-
ers College and at the completion 
of his studies at the College he was 
appointed a primary school teacher.

Possessing a high degree of 
social conscience, he joined AKEL 
(Communist Party of Cyprus) at a 
very young age and devoted his life 
to the struggle for a better life for all 
working people.

In 1966 he migrated to Austral-
ia. He continued his contribution to 
social struggles by joining the active 
organisations in the Greek commu-
nity - Atlas Club, Friends of AKEL, 
Cyprus Community, Greek Ortho-
dox Community. He also became 
active in the Australian peace move-
ment. Meanwhile he was married to 
Elvira and had a family.

For a number of years he was 
the director of the Greek after-
noon schools of the Greek Ortho-
dox Community in Sydney. Being 
a great believer in the transform-
ing value of knowledge, he entered 
Sydney University and obtained a 
bachelor of economics degree. He 
worked in managerial positions 
of some large companies. He was 
not satisfi ed with being a well paid 
employee of capitalist enterprises. 
He wanted to improve his knowl-
edge about the society we live in so 
he could contribute more effectively 
to the struggle for changing it.

He went back to his stud-
ies on a part time basis and got a 

masters degree in political science. 
He joined the CPA and remained a 
member of Beloyiannis Branch of 
the Party until his death.

Harry was not satisfi ed with a 
Masters degree. Political science 
fascinated him. He wanted to do a 
PHD. At an advanced age he started 
working on his doctoral thesis with 
the University of Sydney.

The subject he chose for his 
doctoral diatribe was the modern 
history of his beloved Cyprus since 
the commencement of the liberation 
struggle against the British occu-
pation of the island to the situation 
created on Cyprus following the 
fascist coup against Makarios and 
the Turkish invasion and occupation 
of northern Cyprus in 1974.

In his Thesis that was published 
in book form comrade Harry adopt-
ed the Marxist methodology in the 
analysis and presentation of events. 
He demonstrated clearly and con-
vincingly the position in the inde-
pendence struggle of the different 
classes and strata. He exposed the 
erroneous and harmful position of 
the local nationalistic bourgeoisie 
and the Church (Ethnarchia), while 
praising the consistency of purpose 
and the heroism of the struggling 
working class. He even pointed out 
some wrong positions of AKEL in 
the early stages of the struggle.

We consider this book to be 
of great importance for the cor-
rect understanding of the intricacies 
and diffi cult aspects of the Cyprus 
question, an outstanding histori-
cal and political analysis from the 
point of view of the working class 
movement.

Comrade Harry Kypridemos 
was not just an academic. Above 
all he was an activist in the full 
sense of the term. He was involved 

in all aspects of the class strug-
gle, showing great determination, 
extensive knowledge and power of 
persuasion.

For many years, to his death he 
was the secretary of the Friends of 
AKEL in Sydney. He is survived 
by his wife Elvira, his children 
Andreas, Solon, Louise, Joe and 
four grandchildren.

On behalf of the Beloyiannis 
Branch of the Party and his many 
friends and comrades we extend 
to his family heartfelt condolences 
and deepest sympathy in their hour 
of sorrow. May his memory live 
forever.

Vale comrade Harry. You ful-
fi lled your duty to the working 
class, with honour, dignity and 
boundless courage. Your remaining 
comrades will continue the strug-
gle for the noble cause you devoted 
your life to. You will always be an 
inspiration to them.
Steve Mavrantonis 

Harry Kypridemos – 1930 - 2016.

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia expresses its heart-felt 
condolences to the family, the 
Communist Party of Cuba and to 
the people of Cuba on the passing 
of the father of their revolution, 
Fidel Castro Ruz.

While Fidel was identifi ed with 
the revolutionary transformation of 
his country from a backwater and 
semi-colony of the US into an out-
standing example of socialist con-
struction, his legacy belongs to the 
world. 

The volume of tributes made 
since his death on Friday night dem-
onstrates the infl uence he had on gen-
erations of people all over the world 
who keep struggling for a better, 
socialist world.

The list of the achievements of 
the revolution inspired and guided 
by Fidel is very long. It touches mil-
lions around the world in the form 

of medical aid, literacy campaigns 
and other assistance. It played a 
crucial role in the defeat of Apart-
heid and the end of colonialism in 
Africa. This mighty effort has been 
maintained despite the illegal eco-
nomic blockade imposed on Cuba 
by the US and its imperialist allies. 
Our region benefi ted massively from 
this generous outpouring of practical 
internationalism. In Australia, Abo-
riginal communities have embraced 
assistance in the form of the Yi Si 
Puedo (Yes I Can) adult literacy 
program.

The personal commitment of 
Fidel to his dream of a socialist Cuba 
and a socialist world is an example 
to all Communists. It was some-
times possible to forget that he was 
a simple human being with a family. 
His wife, Dalia, was a mighty sup-
port to this man of destiny whose 
entire adult life was sacrifi ced to the 

cause of the poor and oppressed of 
the world.

His energy, patience and judge-
ment endured to the very end of his 
life and his absence will be felt by 
all progressive people. All over the 
world, Communists and other pro-
gressive people are united in loss 
and in their understanding of Fidel’s 
great contribution to the struggle for 
a better world.

It is the wish of the Commu-
nist Party of Australia that this unity 
can be extended to the many strug-
gles ahead as the workers and other 
exploited people of the world fi ght 
back against capitalism and imperi-
alism, the enemies of humanity. This 
is the way we can give life to his 
inspiration. This is the way we will 
honour the memory of Fidel Castro 
Ruz.

Viva Fidel!
Viva Cuba! 

Viva Fidel!
Message of condolence on the passing of Fidel Castro
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The Independent and Peaceful Australia 
Network (IPAN) is alarmed by the Aus-
tralian government’s comments follow-
ing statements by a front-runner for US 
Secretary of State, Mayor Rudy Giuliani, 
that President-elect Trump will increase the 
military presence in the South China Sea. 
This, Giuliani reportedly says, would allow 
the US to fi ght a “two-ocean war”.

Such developments would constitute a 
disastrous turn of events, according to IPAN 
spokesperson, Kathryn Kelly.

“The ‘freedom of navigation’ ploy in the 
South China Sea is an attempt by the US to stop 
its decline as a global force, at the same time as 
China is becoming a leading economic force in 
the world. China has never hindered the navi-
gation in the South China Sea and depends on 
commercial navigation remaining open in the 
region. In the event of hostilities between the 
two countries, blockading the South China Sea 
would be a military strategy more benefi cial to 
the USA than to China,” said Kelly.

IPAN is concerned about Minister for 
Defence Industry Christopher Pyne’s response 
that “the US expansion could offer a historic 
opportunity for Australia’s defence industry. To 
give you an understanding of the scale of this 
increase, it includes 50,000 more army troops, 
70 new naval warships, 100 air force planes and 
a dozen new marine battalions. This represents 
around half a trillion US dollar increase to the 
US defence budget over the next decade”.

Mr Pyne also stated that “this result could 
bring with it remarkable opportunities for 

the Australian defence industry and, thanks 
to the foresight of the Turnbull government, 
Australia is well positioned to grasp those 
opportunities.”

“Australian manufacturing should be 
directed to positive jobs and industries – some 
examples could include solar panels, wind 
turbines, autonomous electric vehicles – not 
taking part in a new arms race in our region,” 
Kelly said.

IPAN welcomes Shadow Foreign Minis-
ter, Penny Wong’s comments that “We are at a 
change point, and face the possibility of a very 
different world and a very different US. Our 
collective task is to consider carefully and dis-
passionately Australia’s foreign policy interests 
over coming months, and how best to effect 
these within the alliance framework.”

IPAN believes that these considered 
remarks are in contrast to the Turnbull govern-
ment’s lack of concern for Australia’s interests 
in the changing world.

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull’s com-
ments about the US-Australia alliance being 
central to Australia’s security refl ect the illusion 
that he would like us all to believe in. In fact, as 
the late Malcolm Fraser pointed out, our close 
alliance with the US creates more enemies for 
us – when we don’t really have any of our own.

It is clear that the Turnbull government is 
blinded by the dollar signs in their eyes and is 
prepared to go along with the Trump US alli-
ance regardless of the dangers that Trump’s 
“opportunities” may present to Australia and 
the world.

“It is not in Australia’s interests to be in the 
Middle East and it is not in our interests to be 
the US’s proxy and junior sabre-rattler in the 
South China Sea,” Kelly said.

“Australia must clearly reject any of 
Trump’s ideas that would increase tensions 
in the South China Sea. The risk of increased 
tensions confi rms the need to re-assess the US 
presence in Australia. Australia should have no 
part in a US-induced war, but should, rather, be 
a voice for peace and diplomacy in the region,” 
Kelly stated.

“We should refl ect on the US’s military 
adventures over decades, which have made the 
global situation much worse, killed and maimed 
millions of people and destroyed irreplaceable 
natural and built heritage. Imagine how differ-
ent the world might have been if those trillions 
had instead been spent on education, health, 
poverty and mitigating the impact of global 
warming!” 

From the archives  The Guardian, December 1993

Refugee advocates have rejected 
the Australian Border Force 
announcement that mobile phones 
will be banned from detention 
centres. Asylum seekers who 
have arrived by boat are already 
banned from having a mobile 
phone.

“The ban on asylum seekers 
having mobile phones in deten-
tion will be vigorously fought. The 
ban is punitive and unnecessary,” 
said Ian Rintoul, from the Refugee 
Action Coalition.

Any attempt to remove phones 

from the detention centres will 
likely be resisted by the detain-
ees. The right to have phones is 
something that has been fought 
for since the fi rst days of deten-
tion when places like Port Hedland 
and Woomera had one phone, and 
sometimes none, for hundreds of 
detainees.

Under the guise of “stamping 
out illegal activity”, the government 
is trampling on the human rights 
of people who have committed no 
crime. It is yet another example of 
the way that creeping control by the 

ABF is resulting in increased mili-
tarisation of the detention centres 
and increasingly punitive measures 
taken against asylum seekers, their 
families and supporters.

The government implies the 
phone ban is directed at 501s – so-
called criminal deportees – but the 
people who will suffer most are the 
asylum seekers who have commit-
ted no crime.

There are very good reasons 
why 501s should not be in immigra-
tion detention but successive gov-
ernments have ignored the problems 

this has caused and it is routine that 
501s are housed with asylum seek-
ers. There are good reasons that 
neither of these groups should be in 
detention at all.

For asylum seekers, mobile 
phones are a lifeline for them to 
remain in contact with the outside 
world, their families, their legal sup-
port and the community. The ABF 
is more interested in getting phones 
out of detention centres to ensure 
vulnerable people remain more vul-
nerable and that [security company] 
SERCO and Border Force operate 

inside the detention centres with 
impunity. Rather than removing the 
phones, mobile phones should be 
available for all asylum seekers in 
detention. Banning the phones will 
just ensure there is an underground 
trade in mobile phones.

“The ban is futile. And contrary 
to the Border Force press release, 
there is no sign that detainees have 
any increased access to landlines 
inside the detention centres,” said 
Ian Rintoul. 

Militarisation of detention

Australia needs positive jobs, 
not a new arms race

You and your friends 
are invited to attend the launch of 

The Memoirs of
Tom and Audrey McDonald

Sydney Launch
MC: Tony Maher (National President CFMEU)
Guest speakers:

Billy Kelty (Former ACTU Secretary)
Nadine Flood (National Secretary CPSU)

5:00 pm for 5:30 pm Thursday December 1
Trades Hall 4 Goulburn Street Sydney
RSVP:  Jess

jdarienzo@psa.asn.au 0428 410 748

Melbourne Launch
MC:  Michael O’Connor (National Secretary CFMEU)
Guest speakers:

Billy Kelty (Former ACTU Secretary)
Sally McMannus (Vice Presiden ACTU)

5:00 pm for 5:30 pm Tuesday December 6
Trades Hall 54 Victoria Street Carlton
RSVP:  Samantha 

sbond@apheda.org.au 0402 832 495 

STORIES of STRUGGLE 
AND HOPE

“Love for each other and 
a passionate commitment 
to human rights have 
driven two wonderful 
people to not only dare 
to dream but to win!”
GED KEARNEY
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The CFMEU Mining and Energy 
Division has condemned as insult-
ing a fi ne handed down to mining 
giant Anglo American after the 
company pleaded guilty to the 
death of worker Paul McGuire at 
its Grasstree mine, North-West of 
Rockhampton.

CFMEU Queensland District 
president, Stephen Smyth, said Anglo 
was given a get out of jail free card 
and literally got away with murder 
because of the absolute inadequacies 
in the present system.

“That Anglo could plead guilty 
for disregarding safety obligations 
that resulted in the death of Paul 
McGuire and be given a paltry fi ne of 
only $137,000 is an offence to every 
worker in this country,” said Smyth.

“This decision is cheap for 
murder and tells every unscrupulous 
employer that the life of a worker is 
not valuable – it certainly doesn’t 
even come close to bringing justice 
to a grieving family.

“If you kill a worker, you should 
go to jail. Workers deserve to know 
their lives are not being put at risk 
when they head to work – and their 
families should know their loved 
ones will return home.”

The union says Anglo is a global 
mining giant and that the fi ne is not 
even a blip on their radar. “What will 
they learn from this lesson?” asked 
Smyth. “Nothing – they will keep 

putting the health and safety of work-
ers at risk.

“We have seen far too many 
workers killed and injured in the 
workplace because of reckless and 
irresponsible decisions made by 
management at the mine site, yet no 
one has ever been properly held to 
account. We have had hundreds of 
coal miners killed in Queensland’s 
mines and no one has served a single 
day in jail for those industrial mur-
ders and it’s time this was stopped.

“Anglo engaged in a dirty deal 
that saw negligent culprits walk free 
while a young family mourns at the 
loss of their father. The pain Paul’s 
family feels will last a lifetime – our 
hearts go out to Paul’s family and 
friends – we cannot let this happen 
again.”

The CFMEU is “bitterly disap-
pointed” in this decision to drop the 
charges and say it once again dem-
onstrates to workers that these com-
panies can continue to cut corners at 
the expense of workers’ safety with 
no fear of being properly held to 
account.

“The Queensland government 
must act immediately to strength-
en punitive action towards employ-
ers who break the law – employers 
need to know negligence that kills 
workers will not be tolerated,” said 
Smyth. 

Australia

Workplace deaths
“Get out of jail free”
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The Electrical Trades Union has 
written to NSW Deputy Premier 
John Barilaro seeking his urgent 
assistance and immediate inter-
vention to protect regional com-
munities after the Fair Work 
Commission approved publicly-
owned electricity distributor 
Essential Energy’s plans to forci-
bly axe 600 jobs by July 2018, and 
up to 1,000 more in 2019.

The union highlighted that the 
latest cuts were in addition to 1,400 
regional jobs that had already been 
cut following the NSW Liberal 
National government’s election in 
2011, with Essential Energy issu-
ing 789 voluntary redundancies and 
failing to replace hundreds of other 
staff who have left or retired.

ETU deputy secretary Dave 
McKinley challenged Barilaro and 
his National Party colleagues over 
the fact that they publicly claimed 
to have saved jobs at services at 
Essential Energy ahead of the 2015 
election, while also accusing unions 
of running a “scare campaign” 
about future job cuts.

“Given that Essential Energy 
remains 100 percent owned and 
controlled by the NSW government 

and given that the ETU’s claims of 
mass job losses was in fact true, we 
are now seeking your assistance and 
immediate intervention to protect 
regional communities from these 
cuts,” McKinley wrote.

“National Party MP’s have in 
the past attended Essential Energy 
depots around the state telling 
staff their jobs were safe under the 
National Party. This false hope has 
contributed to our members’ distress 
and I believe it is now time for the 
NSW National Party to stand up and 
demonstrate that the NSW Nation-
als will in fact protect regional jobs 
at Essential Energy.”

McKinley highlighted key 
warnings issued by the Fair Work 
Commission as part of their deci-
sion, including that: “employees 
located in country towns will fi nd 
it diffi cult to obtain alternative 
work”, “many redundant employ-
ees will have to relocate themselves 
and their families in order to obtain 
alternative employment”, and that 
the impacts will be acutely felt by 
“smaller towns in terms of the loss 
of income able to be spent locally 
and a possible diminution in com-
munity involvement”.

“Given that these issues strike at 
the heart of representing the interest 
of regional communities, regional 
workers and their families will you 
now give the ETU a commitment 
that the NSW Nationals will in fact 
stand up and protect these regional 
jobs,” McKinley’s letter continued.

“In its evidence to the Fair 
Work Commission, Essential 
Energy disclosed that they intend to 
halve their current workforce from 
3,200 employees to 1,600 employ-
ees by fi nancial year 2019 through 
large scale outsourcing of existing 
jobs.

“Given that Essential Energy 
disclosed this information in their 
submissions as part of the work-
place determination court case we 
can only assume that it is true, as 
anything else would be potentially 
misleading the full bench which 
could carry serious repercussions.

“We are seeking an undertak-
ing from NSW National Party MPs, 
who are an important part of the 
NSW Coalition government, to 
intervene in this matter to stop and/
or minimise regional job losses at 
Essential Energy.” 

The Turnbull government’s 
attempt to head off calls for a 
Royal Commission into Austral-
ia’s banks and fi nance industry by 
calling bank bosses to Canberra 
for a friendly cup of tea and a chat 
has backfi red.

Banking and fi nancial workers 
and customers who have been the 
victims of excesses by the bank-
ing sector won’t be silenced by the 
report from the House Economics 
Committee.

“We need a Royal Commission 
to take a long hard look at Aus-
tralia’s banks and fi nancial sector 
and make recommendations about 
proper reform. But instead of a seri-
ous inquiry Malcolm Turnbull has 
established a toothless tiger that 
won’t result in the changes banking 
and fi nance workers and custom-
ers desperately need,” said Finance 
Sector Union (FSU) national secre-
tary Julia Angrisano.

“The banks will happily contin-
ue to go about their business using 
bullying and unfair workplace pres-
sure on staff to generate sales of 
fi nancial products to customers who 
don’t need them and can’t afford 
them,” Angrisano said.

“Only a Royal Commission can 
get to the bottom of the scandals 
that have rocked the banking indus-
try and the relentless drive for prof-
its that leaves bank staff stressed 
and customers out of pocket.”

Angrisano said the culture of 

Australia’s big banks was at the 
heart of the problem bank workers 
and consumers faced whenever they 
interact over the counter or over the 
phone.

Angrisano supported calls from 
corporate regulator Greg Medcraft 
who criticised unnamed corporate 
executives in the industry who still 
were in denial about endemic cul-
tural problems. These executives 
wrongly believe that mass-sackings 
of “bad apples” would satisfy the 
wider community.

“This committee was set up 
by the Prime Minister to give the 
government political cover and 
allow them to walk away from their 
responsibility to properly regulate 
the banking and fi nancial services 
sector.”

The FSU believe banking and 
fi nance workers and the community 
deserve decent banks which act in 
a responsible manner in the public 
interest as well as in the interests of 
shareholders.

“Instead this Coalition-dominat-
ed committee has delivered a series 
of vague promises that won’t fi x the 
problems that plague the banking 
system.”

Angrisano said calling bank 
bosses to Canberra for a slap on the 
wrist would do nothing to clean up 
a system designed to deliver multi-
million dollar bonuses to banking 
executives at the expense of bank 
workers and the public. 

Axe poised over 600 jobsInquiry delivers 
... for banks

Something to say? Write to the Editor!
email: tpearson@cpa.org.au
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Deportee
The crops are all in and the peaches are rotting
The oranges are piled in their creosote dumps,
You’re fl ying them back to the Mexico border
To pay all their money to wade back again.

Chorus: Goodbye to my Juan, goodbye Rosalita
Adios mis amigos, Jesus y Maria
You won’t have a name when you ride the big plane
All they will call you will be DEPORTEES.

My father’s own father he waded that river
They took all the money he made in his life.
Six hundred miles to the Mexico border
They chase us like outlaws, like rustlers, like thieves.

We died in your hills, we died in your deserts
We died in your valleys and died in your plains
We died ‘neath your trees and we died in your bushes
Both sides of the border, we died just the same.

The sky plane caught fi re over Los Gatos Canyon
A fi re ball of lightening it shook all our hills
Who are all these friends, all scattered like dry leaves?
The radio tells us they’re just DEPORTEES.

Is this the best way we can grow our big orchards?
Is this the best way we can grow our good fruit?
To be scattered like dry leaves and to rot on the topsoil
And be called by no name except DEPORTEES.

Deportee

Oaks Hotels and Resorts is an apartment accommodation pro-
vider with properties mostly in Australia and New Zealand, and a 
smaller number in the United Arab Emirates and Thailand. It has 
been revealed that more than 1,500 migrant visa-holders work-
ing as cleaners at the Oaks Hotels and Resorts chain were ripped 
off by almost $2 million a year. It is not the only business that 
does not comply with workplace laws and regulations. 7-Eleven, 
Caltex and many others have been caught ripping off their work-
ers – it’s becoming a norm, not an exception. These businesses, 
both small and large, have learned that, because of their situa-
tion, overseas workers are especially vulnerable to exploitation.

On Monday, November 14, communities around the country 
took action in support of Family Violence Leave. Those actions 
coincided with the hearing of the ACTU application to vary mod-
ern awards to provide domestic violence leave as an award 
standard. Domestic violence leave gives survivors time to vis-
it police, lawyers, doctors and go to court. It also gives them 
time to move home, change kids’ schools and escape the cycle 
of violence. Community and Public Sector Union members cam-
paigned for more than two years to include family violence leave 
into new workplace agreements, but the Turnbull government‘s 
failed public sector bargaining policy defi nes domestic violence 
leave as an “enhancement” – so agencies are blocked from 
offering it. The CPSU is not the only union fi ghting for domes-
tic violence leave – other unions are also fi ghting to make sure 
domestic violence leave becomes a right for all those who need it.

For-profi t health provider Bupa is the third largest aged care provid-
er in NSW. It has 29 aged care facilities and over 2,700 residential 
places throughout NSW. It also has a very stressed and under-
paid nursing staff. The NSW Nurses and Midwives’ Association 
(NSWNMA) has slammed Bupa Care Services for failing to nego-
tiate in good faith market competitive pay and conditions for its 
aged care nurses. General secretary of the NSWNMA, Brett 
Holmes, said: “We are seeking a commitment on minimum staffi ng 
levels and remuneration that brings Bupa wages in line with those 
paid across aged care. Our members are stressed and burning out 
because Bupa wants to cap the amount it spends on wages and 
conditions, while it continues to reap millions of dollars in annual 
profi ts.” Bupa Care Services is the only aged care provider in NSW 
without a process to address understaffi ng, workload problems or 
staff absences in its Enterprise Agreement. “Nursing wages are 
signifi cantly behind other aged care providers and their public 
counterparts. Registered Nurses (RNs) and Assistants in Nursing 
(AiN) are paid less, and unlike many other aged care facilities, AiN 
have the added responsibility of administering medications with-
out receiving any additional pay for their duties”, Holmes said. 
“As a profi table industry leader, it’s unacceptable that Bupa’s 
aged care wages and conditions are sub-standard”, he added.

The Australian Council of Trade 
Unions has called for stronger 
labour market testing, stricter 
licensing criteria for 457 workers 
and more restrictions for employ-
ers. The ACTU believes the 457 
visa system is broken and that  
the occupation list for temporary 
workers continues to be rorted 
and needs a complete review.

The ACTU has also expressed 
serious concerns about systemic 
exploitation of temporary workers, 
as highlighted in the 7-Eleven scan-
dal and outlined in the Senate report 
A National Disgrace: The Exploi-
tation of Temporary Work Visa 
Holders.

ACTU president Ged Kear-
ney said, “The ACTU believes it is 
time for a complete revision of the 

skilled migration program. The cur-
rent skilled migrant visa program 
is fundamentally fl awed; it allows 
employers to force people to work 
for sub-par wages and conditions, 
which undermine local wages, con-
ditions and employment.

“Temporary visa arrangements, 
whether 457, backpacker or student 
visas, open the door to exploitation, 
with the fear of deportation or being 
exposed to visa violation charges 
being a constant threat.”

The current temporary occu-
pation list has numerous occupa-
tions which are being rorted and 
used for low skilled professions. 
457 visas are meant to fi ll genuine 
skills gap with specialised work-
ers. Instead, workers are coming in 
and doing entry level jobs like retail 

shop assistants and kitchen hands. 
And the current list includes nurses, 
engineers, electricians, motor 
mechanics and joiners.

“Australia also has double digit 
youth unemployment and more 
than one million underemployed 
people who need more work,” said 
Kearney. “Employers who employ 
skilled migrants must be obliged 
to train and hire locally before 
employing temporary visa holders.”

The ACTU is calling for a com-
plete review of the list – from the 
bottom up. It says the program must 
have a full, proper tripartite review 
mechanism and substantial rigor-
ous labour market testing should 
be broadened out to cover all occu-
pations under the 457 temporary 
worker list. 

457 system broken

“Plane Wreck at Los Gatos” (also known as “Deportee”) is a protest 
song written by Woody Guthrie detailing the January 28, 1948 crash 
of a plane near Los Gatos Canyon. A US government chartered plane 
deporting 28 Mexican nationals went down, killing all on board. They 
were “wetback” workers who had entered the United States illegally 
– induced by the promise of good-paying jobs from agents of the big 
fruit orchards in California. Newspaper articles at the time called the 
workers “deportees” – no names were given.

Woody Guthrie’s song is still relevant today. As to the “deportees” – they 
were fi nally given names in a ceremony in 2013 when thanks to the local com-
munity a memorial ceremony was held and the names of all the people killed 
in the plane crash were inscribed on a headstone.

Sydney

VIGIL DEMANDING VIGIL DEMANDING 
THAT THE USA THAT THE USA 

STOP THE BLOCKADE ON CUBASTOP THE BLOCKADE ON CUBA
Saturday December 17 

at 12:30 pm Sydney Town Hall
Also to stop the subversion of funds against Cuba and 

return Guantánamo to the Cuban people

Woody Guthrie.
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Mark Taliano

Jad Nasr lives in Syria. He’s 29, and he 
has a Master’s in English literature. He 
sometimes uses his considerable talents by 
serving as translator for high Syrian digni-
taries, such as the Grand Mufti.

He also has the scar from a bullet wound 
in his chest, and he receives death threats. He 
explains that terrorists shot him because they 
didn’t want to hear the truth. Presumably, the 
terrorists prefer their own version of the “truth”, 
as dictated by Wahhabi – supporting al Jazeera 
and Safa TV… as well as all mainstream media 
messaging promulgated by the West.

Jad’s story is not pleasant, and it highlights 
what Syrians have to endure on a daily basis. 
He says that his brother was kidnapped last 
year and that the terrorists tortured him and 
destroyed his knees. Now he can’t walk. He 
also told me that his cousin, who was serving 
in the Syrian Arab Army (SAA), lost his leg 
when Wahhabi suicide bombers attacked his 
military vehicle. Another cousin was kidnapped 
in 2012, and remains in captivity.

The terrorists have a talent for kidnapping. 
Nasr explained that in one operation, they used 
false fl ag tactics to capture tanks, and ultimate-
ly to capture thousands of Syrian soldiers at 
Douma, Syria.

The terrorists also like to showcase their 
defensive tactics. One of their favourites is 
to use captives as human shields. Nasr’s tes-
timony and video evidence demonstrate kid-
napped individuals being put in cages, and used 
as human shields in town squares. Needless to 
say, when the terrorists occupy towns or parts 
of towns and cities, they are necessarily using 
human captives as shields, and the SAA takes 
tremendous risks by fi ghting house to house, 
as they do.

Whereas the US, for example, carpet 
bombed Falluja in Iraq, the SAA, doesn’t have 
that “luxury” since it avoids killing Syrian 
civilians at all costs.

The terrorists control occupied territories 
with unspeakable barbarism. A witness to the 
massacre at Adra described the scene in these 
words:

The rebels began to attack the government 
centres, and attacked the police station – 
where all the policemen were killed after 
only a brief clash because of the large 
numbers of the attackers. They (the attackers) 
then headed to the checkpoint located on the 
edge of the city before moving to the clinic, 
where they slaughtered one of the medical 
staff and put his head in the popular market. 
They then dragged his body in front of 

townspeople who gathered to see what was 
happening.

Bakery workers who resisted their machinery 
being taken away were roasted in their own 
oven. Jabhat al-Nusra and Islamic Front 
fi ghters went from house to house with a list 
of names and none of those taken away then 
has been seen since.

When the Syrian army would try to enter 
Adra the Jihadists would throw women and 
children from the 20,000 people it captured 
off the top fl oors in front of the army.

Nasr also discussed the lies propagated by 
imperialists, and believed by multitudes. He 
says that for the fi rst three weeks of the so-
called “revolution”, police and security per-
sonnel were ordered to not carry guns. It was 
during this time that 15 of Nasr’s friends were 
killed by so-called “peaceful protestors”.

This report is corroborated by peace activist 
Janice Kortright who writes:

The media lies about Syria ... have been 
absolute ... and I think media heads should 
face trial for war crimes and crimes against 
humanity for the one-sided false narrative 
they’ve been spreading since the Syrian 
War began. Even earlier ... throughout the 
entire “Arab Spring” orchestrated by the 
west using “jihadists” (paid mercenaries, 
criminals and brain-washed radicals) to 
create a “New Middle East” dedicated to 
western dominance and control over natural 
resources.

This soldier, whom we interviewed in 
Damascus, is a personal hero and friend. A 
friend to whom I’ve entrusted my life and 
would again any time anywhere.

He was one of the soldiers in Daraa in March 
2011 (where and when the violence in Syria 
began). This is his account and matches 
several others’ fi rst hand accounts of events 
there.

The life of a Syrian soldier is so hard. A 
terrorist paid by the US or Saudi or Qatar 
makes about $300 or $400 a month. A Syrian 
soldier receives one tenth of that. They fi ght 
an enemy that is often inhuman. I know of 
one soldier who was cut to pieces while his 
terrorist captors had his father on the phone 
listening to the torturous death of his son.

FALSE: The Syrian war began when 
President Assad brutally put down peaceful 
protests.

TRUE: The Syrian War was planned in 
earnest by the US since 2005. The Syrian 
soldiers and police were not even allowed to 
carry weapons until the “peaceful protesters” 
had slaughtered several hundreds of police 
and soldiers.

Kortright interviewed a Syrian soldier who 
described the soldiers’ (unarmed) and fatal 
encounters with the initial, externally-orches-
trated uprisings, in these words:

Soldier: I don’t know, we didn’t see them 
face to face. My best friend was shot, so I felt 
anger and sadness. I felt anger because we 
were ambushed in this way and all we had 
was batons, we couldn’t defend ourselves. 
We had to run. They were shooting us like 
birds. And the demonstrators blocked all the 
entrances leading to us, so no ambulances 
were able to reach us whatsoever, at that 
point. I carried my best friend and what 
matters for us now is to protect him and 
protect ourselves until we get to safety. 
While we were running, we were seeing our 
friends the civil police, how they were being 
killed in front of us, or shot at.

Similarly, investigative reporter Rick Ster-
ling debunks the propaganda that “Assad kills 
his own people” in his description of the initial, 
violent protests:

In reality, there was a violent faction from 
the start. In the fi rst protests in Deraa, seven 
police were killed. Two weeks later there was 
a massacre of 60 security forces in Deraa.”

These same “peaceful protestors” were the 
spearhead of the Western-orchestrated “regime 
change” operations, wherein the Muslim Broth-
erhood and foreign operatives played central 
roles. The “Arab Spring” was a foreign intel-
ligence operation from the beginning.

Recent estimates suggest that terrorists 
from about 100 countries are currently infest-
ing Syria. This coupled with the legal inter-
ventions of the “Axis of resistance”, and the 
illegal war crimes of NATO and its allies, 
means that the dirty war on Syria is increas-
ingly a world war.

Those of us who still believe the war lies 
are enabling imperialists who are pushing us 
towards the unthinkable.
globalresearch.ca 

Voices from Syria refute 
Western propaganda

Wounded Knee III in the making?
Dave Lindorff 

“As darkness does not come at 
once, neither does oppression. 
In both instances there’s twilight 
where everything remains 
seemingly unchanged, and it is 
in such twilight that we must 
be aware of change in the air, 
however slight, lest we become 
unwitting victims of the darkness.”

Justice William O. Douglas
The struggle at Standing Rock, 
North Dakota, between the Sioux 
people and their supporters and 
the oil corporations and banks 
trying to run a dangerous pipe-
line for fi lthy Bakkan crude oil 
through their sacred lands and 
underneath the Missouri River 
was cranked up to a new level of 
violence last week and in ensuing 

days as National Guard troops 
and the Morton County Sher-
iff’s Department, bolstered by 
volunteers from various other 
police departments conducted an 
all-night attack using maximum 
violence, including flash-bang 
concussion grenades, rubber 
bullets, mace, tear gas and three 
water cannons – this at a time the 
temperature on the prairie had 
fallen to a low of 22 degrees Fahr-
enheit (5 Celsius).

The casualties of this one-sided 
battle against peaceful protesters on 
a bridge were enormous, with some 
300 of the estimated 400 protesting 
water protectors, both native people 
and non-native supporters, injured, 
26 of them seriously. There was 
evidence that police were aiming 
rubber bullets at protesters’ heads 
and groins to infl ict maximum 

pain and damage, with eight of the 
injured hospitalised, including a 
13-year-old girl shot in the face, 
whose eye was reportedly damaged.

The gravest injuries were a 
tribal elder who suffered a car-
diac arrest, and Sophia Wolan-
sky, a 21-year-old New York City 
resident who had come to back 
the Standing Rock Sioux in their 
struggle to halt construction of the 
pipeline. She was hit in the arm 
by a fl ash-bang grenade thrown at 
her by a Morton County Sheriff’s 
deputy, which blew up on impact, 
blowing away the fl esh and muscle 
and some of the nerves the length 
of her forearm and some bone of 
the elbow joint. She has been evac-
uated to a hospital in Minneapolis 
where physicians and nurses are 
fi ghting to save her arm and hand 
from an amputation.

Wolansky’s father Wayne, a 
61-year old lawyer in New York, 
angrily called on the government 
to put a halt to the violent repres-
sion at Standing Rock. He said of 
his daughter’s injury, which was 
the result of a fl ash-bang concus-
sion grenade being thrown directly 
at her, “This is the wound of some-
one who’s a warrior, who was sent 
to fi ght in a war,” Wayne said. “It’s 
not supposed to be a war. She’s 
peacefully trying to get people to 
not destroy the water supply. And 
they’re trying to kill her.” Concus-
sion grenades are not supposed to 
be used to target people.

The latest attack, which has 
been rightly condemned by UN 
human rights observers as an atroc-
ity, harks back to the simultane-
ous country-wide crushing of the 
Occupy movement occupations in 

cities across the US during early 
November, 2011, when local police 
aided in some cases by armed fed-
eral parks police, assaulted occu-
piers with maximum violence, 
almost always at night, barring the 
media from witnessing their delib-
erate and coordinated over-the-top 
violence.

In that case, an aggressive cam-
paign of legal discovery by the 
Partnership for Civil Justice using 
the Freedom of Information Act 
resulted in the unearthing of docu-
ments from both the Department 
of Homeland Security and the FBI 
proving there had been a concerted 
campaign by those federal agen-
cies to coordinate the crushing of 
the Occupy Movement. That cam-
paign urged police to use maximum 
violence, to operate at night, and 
to share the results of their attacks 
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Pepe Escobar

A half-hearted near handshake between 
US President Barack Obama and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin before and after 
they spoke “for about four minutes”, stand-
ing up, on the sidelines of the Asia-Pacifi c 
Economic Cooperation (APEC) summit 
in Lima, Peru, captured to perfection the 
melancholic dwindling of the Obama era.

A whirlwind fl ashback of the fractious 
relationship between Obama and “existen-
tial threats” Russia and China would include 
everything from the Washington-sponsored 
Maidan in Kiev to Obama’s “Assad must go” 
in Syria, with special mentions to the oil price 
war, sanctions, the raid on the ruble, extreme 
demonisation of Putin and all things Russian, 
provocations in the South China Sea – all down 
to a fi nishing fl ourish; the death of the much 
vaunted Trans Pacifi c Partnership (TPP) treaty, 
which was reconfi rmed at APEC right after the 
election of Donald Trump.

It was almost too painful to watch Obama 
defending his not exactly spectacular legacy at 
his fi nal international press conference – with, 
ironically, the backdrop of the South American 
Pacifi c coast – just as Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping all but basked in his reiterated geopolitical 
glow, which he already shares with Putin. As 
for Trump, though invisible in Lima, he was 
everywhere.

The ritual burial, in Peru’s Pacifi c waters, 
of the “NATO on trade” arm of the pivot to Asia 
(fi rst announced in October 2011 by Hillary 
Clinton) thus offered Xi the perfect platform 
to plug the merits of the Regional Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership (RCEP), amply sup-
ported by China.

RCEP is an ambitious idea aiming at 
becoming the world’s biggest free trade agree-
ment; 46 percent of global population, with 
a combined GDP of US$17 trillion, and 40 
percent of world trade. RCEP includes the 
10 ASEAN nations plus China, Japan, South 
Korea, India, Australia and New Zealand.

The RCEP idea was born four years ago 
at an ASEAN summit in Cambodia – and has 
been through nine rounds of negotiations so far. 
Curiously, the initial idea came from Japan – as 
a mechanism to combine the plethora of bilat-
eral deals ASEAN has struck with its partners. 
But now China is in the lead.

RCEP is also the fulcrum of the Free Trade 
Area of the Asia-Pacifi c (FTAAP) – a concept 
that was introduced at an APEC meeting in Bei-
jing by, who else, China, with the aim of seduc-
ing nations whose top trade partner is China 
away from entertaining TPP notions.

RCEP – and even FTAAP – are not about 

a new set of ultra-comprehensive trade rules 
(concocted by US multinationals), but the 
extension of existing deals to ASEAN and 
key nations in Northeast Asia, South Asia and 
Oceania.

It didn’t take experienced weathermen to 
see which way the Pacifi c winds are now blow-
ing. Peru and Chile are now on board to join 
RCEP. And Japan – which was negotiating TPP 
until the very last breath – has now steered the 
drive towards RCEP.

The Sultan 
gets into the action

Meanwhile, Putin and Xi met once again – 
with Putin revealing he’s going to China next 
spring to deepen Russian involvement in the 
New Silk Roads, a.k.a. One Belt, One Road 
(OBOR). The ultimate objective is to merge the 
Chinese-led OBOR with the development of 
the Russia-led Eurasia Economic Union (EEU).

That’s the spirit behind 25 intergovernmen-
tal agreements in economy, investment and 
nuclear industry signed by Russian Prime Min-
ister Dmitry Medvedev and Chinese Premier Li 
Keqiang in St Petersburg in early November, 
as well as the set up of a joint Russia-China 
Venture Fund.

In parallel, almost out of blue, and with a 
single stroke, Turkey President Tayyip Erdog-
an, on the way back from a visit to Pakistan 
and Uzbekistan, confi rmed what had been all 
but evident for the past few months; “Why 
shouldn’t Turkey be in the Shanghai Five? I 
said this to Mr Putin, to (Kazakh President) 
Nazarbayev, to those who are in the Shanghai 
Five now... I think if Turkey were to join the 
Shanghai Five, it will enable it to act with much 
greater ease”.

This bombshell of course refers to the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), 
which started in 2001 as the Shanghai Five – 
China, Russia and three Central Asia nations, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan 
(Uzbekistan joined later) – as a security bloc to 
fi ght Salafi -jhadism and drug traffi cking from 
Afghanistan.

Over the years, the SCO has evolved much 
further – into an Asia integration/cooperation 
mechanism. India, Pakistan, Iran, Afghani-
stan and Mongolia are observers, with India 
and Pakistan to be admitted as full members 
arguably by 2017, followed by Iran. Turkey 
(since 2013) and Belarus are SCO “dialogue 
partners”.

Wily Erdogan made his SCO opening in 
conjunction to stressing Turkey did not need to 
join the EU “at all costs”. That’s been more than 
evident since Erdogan survived the July coup 

and unleashed a hardcore crackdown that’s 
been met with horror by Brussels – where the 
11-year (so far) negotiations for Turkish acces-
sion are all but stalled. And France, the number 
two EU power after Germany, will inevitably 
block it further on down the road, whoever is 
elected President next year.

Turkey joining the SCO, in the long run, 
alongside Iran, India and Pakistan, would rep-
resent yet another key node of Eurasia integra-
tion, as the SCO is progressively interlocked 
with OBOR, EEU, China’s Silk Road Fund, the 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) 
and even the BRICS’s New Development Bank 
(NDB), which will start fi nancing projects 
for group members and then expand to other 
nations in the Global South. Moscow and Bei-
jing would welcome Ankara with open arms.

Whatever the contours of Trump’s China/
Asia foreign policy, Eurasian integration will 
proceed unabated. China is advancing its own 
simultaneously internal and external pivot, 

involving the tweaking of fi nancial, fi scal and 
tax policies to drive consumption in retail, 
health, travel and sports in parallel to the 
OBOR drive all across Eurasia, all the way to 
solidifying an economic superpower.

TPP – or NATO on trade, the Asian ver-
sion – is just a scalp in a long and winding road. 
And on the South China Sea, dialogue is slowly 
edging out the confrontation fomented through-
out the Obama administration.

At APEC, Xi also met with Philippines 
President Rodrigo Duterte – and called for 
China and the Philippines to go for maritime 
cooperation. A practical result is that Philip-
pine fi shermen will continue to have access to 
Scarborough Shoal, the fertile fi shing ground 
inside the Philippines’ exclusive economic 
zone (EEZ) that has been under Chinese con-
trol since 2012. Beijing also pledged assistance 
to Philippine fi shermen in alternative industries 
– such as aquaculture.
Information Clearing House 

All aboard 
the post-TPP world

with other city police departments 
so that tactics of repression that 
“worked,” could be replicated.

It would appear that the repres-
sive lessons learned by police agen-
cies in 2011 are now being used as 
a kind of repression handbook by 
Morton County Sheriff Kyle Kirch-
meier and his deputies against the 
protesting Sioux water protectors 
and their Anglo supporters.

There is no indication that 
such vicious repression is working 
though. Even as the brutal assault 
on the Sunday night and Monday 
morning sent dozens of people to 
area hospitals, more brave people 
continued to pour into Standing 
Rock to support the struggle of 
the Standing Rock Sioux and the 
many representatives of some 300 
US tribes around the country, and 
the representatives of indigenous 

peoples from around the world 
fi ghting this battle.

The decision to run the so-
called Dakota Access Pipeline 
through Sioux sacred lands, some 
of it formerly awarded to the Stand-
ing Rock Sioux Tribe by US treaty, 
but later stolen from them, stands in 
stark contrast to an earlier decision 
to reroute it from a planned Mis-
souri River crossing point near the 
North Dakota’s capital city of Bis-
marck. There, protests by the local 
(white, middle-class) public forced 
a rethink by the companies behind 
the pipeline, and the US Army 
Corps of Engineers. They decided 
to alter the planned route to run it 
through Indian territory instead.

The Standing Rock Tribal 
Council called on President Obama 
to put a halt to this dangerous and 
obscene project, suggesting that 

as president he has the power to 
declare the crossing location a 
National Historic Site, thus protect-
ing it from such defi lement. The 
president, of course, could also 
look at the local Sheriff’s repres-
sive and violent tactics against an 
Indian people, and simply feder-
alise local National Guard troops, 
ordering them to force local police 
to stand down instead of follow-
ing the Republican governor’s 
orders to participate in the repres-
sion as they are now doing under 
his trumped-up “state emergency” 
declaration.

That the president hasn’t 
already acted to stop the attacks on 
peaceful protesters speaks volumes 
about Obama’s lack of courage 
and of principle and of his hypoc-
risy. In 2014, President Obama vis-
ited the Standing Rock Sioux, and 

acknowledged their centuries of 
abuse by the US government. Now, 
however, that abuse has occurred on 
this president’s watch, and incred-
ibly, despite the extent of the vio-
lence, he has done nothing to stop 
it. 

It’s time for all decent Ameri-
cans to take a stand in support 
of the Sioux People of Standing 
Rock. Contact the White House 
at 202-456-1414 and demand that 
the president send troops to stand 
between Sioux water protectors 
and their local law-enforcement 
assailants, and to have Federal 
Marshals arrest those who commit 
acts of brutality.

The militarised response to 
peaceful protest at Standing Rock 
should stand as a warning to all 
who would protest America’s 
slide into totalitarianism. What 

the government will do to Native 
Americans and their Anglo sup-
porters today is what we can prob-
ably expect them to do to any of us 
who protest in this new Trumpian 
America.

On the bright side, the grow-
ing violence against the Standing 
Rock Sioux and their implacable 
struggle to defend their sacred 
lands has mobilised some 1,000 or 
more American military veterans 
of America’s past imperialist wars 
to plan a “deployment” to stand 
in unarmed defence of the Sioux 
Nation against the military and 
police forces of the State of North 
Dakota and the Dakota Access 
Pipeline consortium and its private 
military contractors arrayed against 
them. Organised by Veterans for 
Standing Rock.
Information Clearing House 



8  November 30, 2016 GuardianInternational

Ben Chacko

Last week, the United Nations 
overwhelmingly passed a resolu-
tion condemning the glorifi cation 
of Nazism and practices encourag-
ing racism and intolerance. The 
UN was established on the back 
of the defeat of Nazism. As World 
War II drew to a close, a declara-
tion of war on the “axis powers” 
of Nazi Germany, fascist Italy, and 
imperial Japan was a precondition 
of joining the fl edgling UN.

The vision of its founders – that 
cooperation rather than competition 
between countries could work, and 
that disputes need not be resolved 
by violent confrontation – was an 
emphatic rejection of the fascist 
creed, where the strongest dominate 
and the weak are exterminated. So 
for members of the UN to back that 
resolution was a no-brainer.

Just three countries saw fi t to 
vote against it: the United States, 
Ukraine, and the tiny Pacifi c archi-
pelago of Palau. Washington cast its 
vote in order to shield its Ukrainian 
ally. Over 40 countries – mostly EU 
members and Britain – abstained, 
again because they saw the resolu-
tion as an attack on Ukraine.

But why? An account of events 
in Ukraine since 2014’s West-
ern-backed coup is chilling. The 
“Maidan” protests that brought down 
the Viktor Yanukovych government 
were portrayed in Britain, the US, 
and much of Europe as a popular 
uprising against a corrupt regime.

The truth is rather more compli-
cated. Yanukovych, while corrupt, 
was elected, and the street move-
ment that forced him from power 
was dominated by fascist and neo-
Nazi gangs. Many people, however, 
went to protest at Maidan because 
they were sick of corruption, wanted 
higher wages and living conditions, 
and thought things could change.

But even then, support was 
almost entirely from the western 
parts of the country. Ukraine – never 
an independent country before the 
collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 
– has been sharply divided between 
east and west ever since.

As explained in The Empire and 
Ukraine by Andrew Murray, govern-
ments have changed hands through 
elections, but the victor has always 
been either a western or eastern oli-
garch, and the vote almost always 
split down the middle geographically.

Yanukovych was an oligarch 
whose Party of Regions had its power 
base in the east. His predecessor, 
Viktor Yuschenko, was backed by the 
west. And Yanukovych’s downfall 

was perceived across Ukraine as a 
reversal of the electoral victory of 
the Russophile east and a reassertion 
of the dominance of the more EU-
inclined west.

Many in western Ukraine sup-
ported the EU association agreement 
pursued by the coup government – 
but Ukraine’s communists say the 
results have been disastrous. Since 
signing the agreement, Ukraine’s 
economy has been in freefall. When 
Yanukovych fell, there were eight 
Ukrainian hryvnia to the US dollar; 
now there are 27.

Prices have soared and agricul-
ture and industry have suffered as the 
country struggles to accord with EU 
and IMF prescriptions. Seven million 
are now unemployed; half the pop-
ulation can no longer afford to pay 
their rent.

The country’s communists 
denounce the “social genocide” 
ushered in by the new rulers. If 
Maidan brought economic disaster to 
Ukraine, its political consequences 
have been even more sinister. Para-
military battalions unleashed by the 
government to crush resistance in the 
east openly use Nazi symbols and 
call for war on “Russians, commu-
nists, and Jews” in a manner instant-
ly recognisable from Third Reich 
propaganda.

These shock troops of the 
Ukrainian right have been guilty of 
war crimes, including the torture 
and murder of civilians, in eastern 
Ukraine, as documented by charities 
including Amnesty International. 
Yet they have received training and 
money from the militaries of NATO 
states.

But they have also taken up key 
posts in the state security appara-
tus, most recently when the former 
deputy commander of the fas-
cist Azov Battalion Vadim Troyan 
became head of the national police 
force this month. Collaborators with 
Hitler are now hailed as fighters 
for independence. Streets are being 
renamed after ultra-nationalists.

These are not fringe elements of 
the new Ukraine. They are key to the 
rewriting of history now underway 
which aims to shore up an invent-
ed national identity in the image 
of the right. This warped narrative 
slipped out when former prime min-
ister Arseniy Yatsenyuk claimed the 
Soviet Union had invaded Nazi Ger-
many in the second world war.

Ukraine’s lurch to the far right 
has included a drive to outlaw the 
Communist Party. A “de-communi-
sation” law has banned the use of 
communist symbols and criminalised 
any positive reference to the Soviet 

Union. Monuments to Red Army vet-
erans who fought the Nazi invaders 
and Soviet-era statues have been torn 
down across the country.

The Communist Party of Ukraine 
is not an insignifi cant force: it was the 
country’s third-largest party before 
Maidan, winning 13 percent of the 
electorate and nearly three million 
votes in 2012. Ukraine’s new mas-
ters are not prepared to risk taking it 
on democratically – it is now barred 
from participating in elections by 
decree of the minister of justice. The 
party is not yet illegal; a government 
lawsuit banning it was approved by 
Kiev courts, but it remains active 
pending an appeal.

Still, it operates under serious 
restrictions. Its voice is excluded 
from the media. When mentioned, 
communists are portrayed as sepa-
ratists and Russian stooges. The 
inability to use communist image-
ry, distribute communist litera-
ture, or say anything positive about 
Ukraine’s socialist and communist 
traditions is crippling. And state har-
assment and persecution has been 
relentless. Criminal prosecutions 
have been opened up against more 
than 400 communists.

Members of the party can be dis-
appeared, without any semblance of 
due process. One member vanished 
for over a year before the party was 
able to discover what had happened 
to him. Only an exhaustive scouring 
of the lists of prison inmates around 
the country yielded his location.

Kharkiv party leader Alla Alex-
androvskaya, a 67-year-old woman 
in poor health, was detained without 
trial for months. Premises have been 
looted, property destroyed. And in 
the public narrative, the communists 
are already banned.

Communists are not the only vic-
tims of the new Ukraine. Politicians 
linked to Yanukovych’s old party 
have died in suspicious circumstanc-
es: the list includes Oleg Kalashnik-
ov, Oles Bunya, Mikhail Chechetov, 
Stanislav Melnik and many more.

The government shows no inter-
est in pursuing justice for the victims 
of far-right violence and murder, 
whether those are civilians in the 
eastern war zones or the 48 people 
burned to death by far-right arsonists 
in Odessa’s House of Trade Unions 
on May 2, 2014.

But the communists have 
received the most consistent, 

determined, and targeted repression 
by the Ukrainian regime. Partly this 
is because the Party of Regions dis-
solved itself; the next biggest party 
opposed to the coup was the Com-
munist Party.

But more than that, the commu-
nists represent a class politics which 
the ultra-right forces dominating 
Ukraine must crush if their goal of 
attaching the country to US impe-
rialism via the EU and NATO is to 
succeed. Communists have fought 
against the militarisation of eastern 
Europe and oppose the current build-
up of NATO troops in Ukraine. They 
also campaign for peace in eastern 
Ukraine, where the far-right govern-
ment’s war on the local population 
has killed thousands and displaced 
two million, on the basis of the 
Minsk II agreements.

Ukraine’s future looks bleak 
unless the Communist Party can 
succeed in its push for truly free 
elections in which the left is able to 
organise and participate. Ukraine’s 
communists need solidarity and the 
support of the labour movement 
everywhere against the tide of state 
repression engulfi ng their country.
Morning Star 
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Matt Broomfi eld

“Listen,” Salman Fakherldeen 
said. “Do you hear?” Below the 
drone of a farmer’s tractor, the 
distant clatter of automatic gun-
fi re steadily increased in volume 
and intensity.

Fakherldeen is an activist in 
the Israeli-occupied Syrian Golan 
Heights and a researcher with the 
Golan-based human rights centre 
al-Marsad. Martial beret screwed 
down over his head, he paused for 
thought as he smoked a cigarette, 
watching shells explode on the 
Syrian plains beyond the demilita-
rised zone.

“The only winners now are 
[Bashar] Assad and the Israelis,” he 
said. “And in the end, Assad will lose 
as well.”

The equation leaves only one 
victor – and the Golan Heights are 
the spoils of war. As fi ghting tears its 
once stable if hostile northern neigh-
bour apart, Israel is using the spectre 
of the Islamic State group and Islam-
ist militancy to seek international 
recognition for its annexation of the 
area, occupied since 1967.

Benjamin Netanyahu, the Israeli 
Prime Minister, thus chose last year 
to declare that the Golan Heights will 
“forever remain in Israeli hands,” 
taking full advantage of the chaos 
in Syria to openly challenge interna-
tional law.

“The time has come, after 40 
years, for the international communi-
ty to fi nally recognise that the Golan 
Heights will remain forever under 
Israeli sovereignty,” he said.

Naftali Bennett, Israel’s educa-
tion minister, also made a play for the 
annexation of the Golan to be inter-
nationally recognised, specifi cally 
citing the threat of Islamic State. 
The Golan, he said, was the only 
thing preventing Islamic State fi ght-
ers from “swimming in the Galilee.”

Consolidating 
the occupation

Such words have been fol-
lowed by specifi c policies to con-
solidate Israel’s grip on the territory: 
a planned fi ve-fold increase in the 
number of settlers, a US$108 million 
cash injection into 750 new Israeli 
agricultural projects, and a signifi cant 
military expansion along the bound-
ary between Syria and the territory 
under Israeli control.

As recently as October 26, the 
Israeli government gave the go-ahead 
for the construction of 1,600 new 
homes in the settlement of Katzrin. 
The town’s 8,000 settlers live on 
ground once home to Syrian villag-
ers, their property razed during the 
1967 war.

To Faisal, a farmer in the Golan 
whose vineyard adjoins the United 
Nations-patrolled demilitarised zone 
and who spoke on condition that his 
full name would not be used, the 
issue is not the border. These days, 
he observed, “everybody lives near 
a border.”

Faisal is more concerned with 
Israeli policies allowing settlers 
access to up to fi ve times more water 
than the Golan’s indigenous Syrian 
Druze, a minority religious group, 
and harsh restrictions on building 
projects.

“It’s been 40 years and we’re still 
not allowed to build,” he said. “We 
are farming with love, not money: it’s 
impossible. How can you continue to 
live on this land?”

In September, for the fi rst time in 
decades, Israel implemented a home 
demolition policy in the Golan, more 
commonly associated with its prac-
tices in the occupied West Bank.

A candy-coloured Druze flag 
now fl aps over the remains of Bassan 
Ibrahim’s home on a promonto-
ry overlooking Majdal Shams, the 
largest Syrian town in the occupied 

Golan. Bulldozed by Israeli police, 
it is now just a heap of rubble and 
twisted metal.

And al-Marsad reports that there 
are now more than 80 homes sched-
uled to be destroyed, as native Syr-
ians fi nd it diffi cult or impossible to 
secure building permits.

“My son lives with me, he’s 28,” 
Faisal said. “And I thank God that he 
hasn’t found a wife yet. Where would 
they go? Where would they live?”

Something like 
Islamic State

Israeli designs on the Golan are 
no secret, but are often wrapped in 
seemingly innocuous language. Last 
year, Israel presented itself as a con-
cerned protector of the Druze on the 
Syrian side of the 1967 boundary 
from the threat of Islamist militants.

Reuven Rivlin, Israel’s Presi-
dent, aired these concerns after Druze 

citizens of the state had voiced fears 
for their co-religionists in Syria. But 
Faisal said he did not believe Israel 
cares about protecting him from 
Islamic State fi ghters or anyone else.

“The Israeli state takes care of 
Jews, not Arabs,” he said. He point-
ed out that Israeli landmines around 
his home force him to work a scrap 
of poor-quality land beside the 
boundary.

A massive land grab around 
Majdal Shams is marketed as an apo-
litical act of ecological largess. But 
Naftali Bennett’s remarks that the 
Syrian war is a “rare opportunity” for 
Israel to stake its claim on the “big 
mountain of the Golan” suggest a dif-
ferent motivation behind the Hermon 
National Park project.

Across the demilitarised zone, 
meanwhile, al-Marsad’s Fakherldeen 
pointed out border gates he alleged 
are used by Israel to systematically 
provided cover for fi ghters from an 

Al-Qaida offshoot group, smuggling 
them across the UN-patrolled bound-
ary under cover of darkness.

Though Fakherldeen opposes the 
Assad government in Syria, he was 
emphatic in his condemnation of 
Israel’s touted humanitarian efforts in 
the region: “I do not thank them for 
it,” he said. “If they truly cared they 
would take some refugees. Instead 
they push them back.”

“Syria will collapse, and Israel 
will demand to keep control over the 
Golan – and maybe even more than 
that,” Fakherldeen argued. Israel’s 
posture as a politically exceptional 
actor in the region, moreover, mirrors 
the exclusivist theology of Islamic 
State, Fakherldeen said.

“Israel says it’s the only democ-
racy, it’s the only liberal state in the 
Middle East. But really it’s some-
thing like Daesh,” he said, using the 
Arabic acronym for Islamic State.
The Electronic Intifada 
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Hasta la victoria seimpre
Steve Sweeney

BRITAIN: An outpouring of trib-
utes to legendary Cuban leader 
Fidel Castro was heard at a 
sombre and defi ant Latin America 
solidarity gathering at the week-
end, following his death at the age 
of 90. News of his passing broke 
hours before delegates, including 
trade unionists, politicians, aca-
demics and ambassadors, arrived 
at the annual Latin America Ade-
lante 2016 conference in London.

Cuba Solidarity Campaign 
national secretary Bernard Regan 
opened the conference by send-
ing a message of condolence to the 
family of the revolutionary hero. 
He said: “We stand in solidarity and 
give a commitment to the defence 
of the Cuban revolution and to con-
tinue to fi ght the illegal and immor-
al blockade.”

Regan lauded Castro as a “giant 
for people on every continent of the 
world” who had “shaped the poli-
tics of generations.” He declared 
that “the legacy of Fidel will live 
on” and that the Cuban revolution 
demonstrates that “another world is 
possible.”

“Onward to victory always. 
Hasta la victoria siempre. We will 
win,” he proclaimed to applause.

A minute’s silence was held 
as delegates paid their respects. 

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn 
described Castro as “a massive 
fi gure in the history of the whole 
planet” and “a champion of social 
justice.” He said: “Fidel Castro’s 
death marks the passing of a huge 
fi gure of modern history, national 
independence and 20th century 
socialism.

“From building a world-class 
health and education system to 
Cuba’s record of international soli-
darity abroad, Castro’s achieve-
ments were many. For all his fl aws, 
Castro’s support for Angola played 
a crucial role in bringing an end 
to apartheid in South Africa and 
he will be remembered both as an 
internationalist and a champion of 
social justice.”

Speakers and delegates at the 
conference attacked US president-
elect Donald Trump for having 
called Castro a “brutal dictator.” 
Former Respect MP George Gallo-
way said: “Hundreds of millions of 
people across the world would be 
mourning Fidel Castro,” adding that 
they would be doing so long after 
Trump had been consigned to “the 
dustbin of history.”

He reminded delegates that, 
before Castro took power, “Cuba 
was a byword for misery and 
oppression,” insisting that “the 
Cuban people will never agree 
to return to the days before the 

revolution” of corruption and casino 
capitalism.

Delegates were reminded of the 
many achievements of the Cuban 
revolution, which overthrew the 
Batista dictatorship in January 
1959. Under Castro’s government, 
there were huge advances in health 
and education.

Former National Union of 
Teachers (NUT) general secretary 
Christine Blower reminded the con-
ference of the Cuban education sys-
tem’s achievements. “UN leaders 
never acknowledge” that Cuba has 
achieved all their education goals, 

Blower pointed out. The Cuban 
ambassador and embassy staff 
attended the conference, but they 
were in fl oods of tears and too emo-
tional to speak.

Nicaraguan ambassador Guisell 
Morales-Echeverry said: “My heart 
is with Cuba. Fidel Castro showed 
what solidarity was in those years 
when the whole world seemed 
against us.”

She said Cuba supplied her 
country with teachers and doc-
tors and added that, although “our 
hearts are sad … we can see light in 
these dark times because of Castro.” 

Former London mayor Ken Liv-
ingstone said there was “no threat 
bigger than Fidel” to US corpora-
tions, which is why the world was 
brought “to the brink of war.” Liv-
ingstone said: “He decreased pov-
erty, increased access to health and 
education.

“All this is under threat, as 
Trump will try to roll it back. It will 
be the end of humanity if we don’t 
change things.” Delegates vowed to 
continue the fi ght while upholding 
Castro’s maxim of “not an inch to 
imperialism.”
Morning Star 
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Be aware 
deadly asbestos
Asbestos is a killer that continues 
to claim the lives of Australians 
including men, women and young 
adults years after it was banned 
in Australia in 2003. To save lives 
we’re on a mission to educate 
more Australian’s than ever about 
potentially dangerous asbestos 
products still lurking in one third 
of Aussie homes.

After losing a dear friend and col-
league to mesothelioma, the memory 
of what asbestos did to my mate 
Harold Hopkins and that it might 
have been avoided still fi lls me with 
deep sadness. Harold is among the 
countless Australian’s whose lives 
have been lost because they inhaled 
asbestos fi bres.

As Ambassador for Asbestos 
Awareness Month, former DIY ren-
ovator and tradie, I’ve met many, 

many people who like me, have 
lost someone dear to them and been 
unnecessarily exposed to asbes-
tos fibres. Friends, grandparents, 
husbands, wives, mothers, fathers, 
daughters, sons and tragically, even 
grandchildren have succumbed to 
asbestos-related diseases because 
they inhaled asbestos fi bres.

The First Wave of victims 
were the miners and manufactur-
ers of asbestos and their wives who 
died from mesothelioma when they 
breathed in fi bres while washing their 
husbands work clothes. The Second 
Wave of asbestos-related deaths were 
tradies who’d worked with asbestos-
containing products. Their partners 
also became victims and sometimes 
even children who’d inhaled fi bres 
died in their early 20s before their 
lives had even begun. 

In recent times in what’s been 
dubbed the “Third Wave” of victims, 
homeowners, DIYers and tradies 
have been identifi ed as those most 
at risk when they renovate homes, 
unknowingly disturb asbestos and 
inhale the fi bres that can kill.

Asbestos is not a thing of the past. 
It remains an ever-present danger. If 
managed safely and products remain 
undisturbed, sealed and in good con-
dition asbestos doesn’t pose a health 
risk. However, asbestos remains in 
one in every three Aussie homes and 
if disturbed releasing fi bres that can 
be inhaled, lives can be at risk.

Asbestos is not just in fibro 
homes. Any brick, weatherboard, 
fi bro or clad home, even apartments 
built or renovated before 1987 will 
contain asbestos in some form or 
another. Asbestos could be lurk-
ing under fl oor coverings, in walls, 
behind wallpaper, under fl oor and 
wall tiles, in eaves, garages, car-
ports, sheds, bathrooms, kitchens, 
laundries, roofs, fences and even con-
crete paths.

With the current popularity of 
DIY and home renovations increas-
ing, now more than ever before 
Australians must take the warn-
ings seriously to prevent this avoid-
able and tragic loss of life and Get 
to kNOw Asbestos this NOvember! 
Visit asbestosawareness.com.au 
today to learn what asbestos products 
might look like, where they might be 
lurking in homes and how to manage 
it safely. It’s not worth the risk!

It would mean a great deal to me 
and all the families you have lost a 
loved one, if you could publish this 
story with the aim of saving lives. 

John Jarratt
Ambassador, 

Asbestos Awareness Month 
Campaign

Democracy 
under capitalism

Russia held elections in Septem-
ber. Vladimir Putin’s United 
Russia party did win by a land-
slide, hoovering up 343 seats in 
the State Duma, an increase of 105 
over the last election. The second 
highest party, the Communist 
Party of the Russian Federation 
(KPRF) won 42 seats, a loss of 50 
seats compared to the last election. 
The KPRF has yet to fi nd a way 
to combat the personal appeal of 
Putin or his policies.

For a short period while the 
results were coming in, it looked 
like Vladimir Zhirinovsky’s Liber-
al Democratic Party of Russia (the 
pro-capitalist, fi ercely anti-Commu-
nist LDPR) might move into second 
place ahead of the Communists. 
A jubilant Zhirinovsky threw cau-
tion to the winds and went on tel-
evision to announce that both the 
KPRF and Sergei Mirinov’s A Just 
Russia party (which won 23 seats) 
would be banned or dissolved, and 
in future Russia would be a two-par-
ty state like the UK or the USA, the 

two parties being United Russia and 
the LDPR.

Unfortunately for this demon-
stration of what democracy under 
capitalism should look like, the 
KPRF overtook Zhirinovsky’s outfi t 
to become number two again. Zhiri-
novsky stopped talking about elimi-
nating all but the top two parties!

These days, both Russia and the 
US have their elections under bour-
geois democracy, where the outcome 
can be infl uenced by electioneering, 
demagoguery, or stunts like the man-
ufactured furore over Hilary Clin-
ton’s emails. People’s democracy, as 
was practised in the USSR and East-
ern Europe, is regularly denounced 
as a “sham”. Apparently, electing 
people directly from the shop fl oor 
to the parliament is a bad thing.

Having watched the near farcical 
Clinton/Trump election I would dis-
pute that. It seems clear to me which 
election process is really a sham.

Mati English
Sydney

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

From the shadowy confi nes of the alt-right’s 
internet redoubt, one of the icons of the 
white nationalist movement has emerged 
to serve as the Trump White House’s 
strategy guru and propagandist-in-chief. 
Steve Bannon, the chairman of Breitbart 
Media, who headed up Trump’s campaign 
in its closing months, has been picked as 
“chief strategist and senior counsel” to the 
incoming president. He’ll serve as an equal 
to Republican chairman Reince Priebus, 
who’s been slotted into the chief of staff 
position.

With Bannon’s appointment, it is even 
clearer that fears about the whiffs of neo-fas-
cism and authoritarianism surrounding Trump’s 
candidacy were not unfounded. The elevation 
of Bannon to the West Wing confi rms that the 
problem is not just Donald Trump – it’s all of 
the unsavoury elements being normalised and 
brought into the seat of power along with him.

When Trump announced Bannon’s new 
job, neo-Nazis and white supremacists celebrat-
ed. Tony Hovater of the Traditionalist Workers 
Party (one of whose members became noto-
rious for shoving a young black woman at a 
Trump rally this summer) could barely contain 
his excitement, posting to Facebook, “What 
timeline are we even on anymore? We’re like 
one or two degrees of separation away from 
the fucking President.” When Andrew Anglin 
of the online Nazi newspaper Daily Stormer 
posted news of Bannon’s appointment, one sup-
porter commented, “Bannon is our man in the 
White House.”

Platform for the alt-right
It’s not necessary to smear Bannon through 

guilt-by-association tactics though. His own 
words are enough to indict him and his Breit-
bart news (sic) machine as avatars of extremist 
ideology. In an interview with David Corn of 

Mother Jones magazine during the Republican 
convention this summer, Bannon proudly pro-
claimed, “We’re the platform for the alt-right.”

And just what is this nebulous alt-right that 
is so in fashion among commentators these 
days? The hate group watchdog Southern Pov-
erty Law Centre has defi ned the alt-right as “a 
set of far-right ideologies, groups and individu-
als whose core belief is that ‘white identity’ 
is under attack by multicultural forces using 
‘political correctness’ and ‘social justice’ to 
undermine white people and ‘their’ civiliza-
tion.” Those who identify with it abhor “estab-
lishment conservatives” as much as they do 
feminism, the left, African-American groups, 
and other progressive movements.

In a self-explanatory guide to alt-right 
beliefs published on Breitbart in March 2016, 
Allum Bokhari and Milo Yiannopoulos said 
the movement sees culture and race as insepa-
rable and believes “full integration” of races 
is impossible. “[S]ome degree of separation 
between peoples,” alt-righters believe, “is nec-
essary for a culture to be preserved.” The article 
references, without criticism, Richard Spencer 
as one of the founders of the alt-right trend. 
The same Richard Spencer who coined the term 
“alternative Right” back in 2008 and recently 
said he envisions America’s future along the 
lines of a “renewed Roman empire,” complete 
with dictatorship and racial requirements for 
citizenship.

A former Breitbart editor who had a falling 
out with Bannon, Ben Shapiro, says that while 
it’s tough to say what Bannon may believe per-
sonally, “he’s happy to pander to the people” 
that believe “Western culture is inseparable 
from European ethnicity.” For Bannon, Sha-
piro says the goal is to “transform conservatism 
into European far-right nationalist populism.”

That’s what Breitbart is. A “platform” 
for the alt-right and all of its racist, sexist, 

anti-immigrant, and anti-LGBTQ ideology. 
And their biggest public fi gure just became the 
new chief strategist to the next President of the 
United States.

Extreme right advances
The announcement of Bannon as chief 

strategist and senior counsel to Trump came 
on the same day as the move of Priebus from 
the Republican chairmanship to White House 
chief of staff. But Bannon was named fi rst, and 
in a city where hierarchy is still an indicator of 
infl uence, that matters.

Despite the rallying of many Republicans 
to the President-elect’s side after his surprise 
victory over Hillary Clinton, the fact remains 
that the party is divided between its neo-liberal 
“establishment” wing and the populist base that 
joined Trump in crushing the other mainline 
Republican nominees in the primaries.

The Republican Party of course maintains 
great institutional and electoral strength, as evi-
denced by its hold over both houses of Con-
gress and the majority of state legislatures and 
governorships. But the future direction of the 
party’s development is still an open question. 
The victory in the 2016 elections in enforcing 
a temporary ceasefi re in that fi ght, but it will 
certainly return.

The fact that Bannon received top billing 
in the pecking order over Priebus is a sign that 
the most reactionary and neo-fascist segment 
of the far right is still in the ascendance. Eco-
nomics and the spoils of power are holding the 
family together for now. Priebus, Paul Ryan, 
and others are not criticising Bannon’s appoint-
ment, but neither are they eagerly embracing it. 
They surely remember his promise to “bitch-
slap the Republican Party” back in 2010, as 
well as his pledge that the alt-right would 
“hammer” both the “progressive left and the 
institutional Republican Party.”

These fi ssures are being tamped down for 
now, but their strategic importance for resisting 
the Republican onslaught to come should not 
be discounted or forgotten.

Propagandist-in-Chief
Bannon’s non-descript job title of chief 

strategist and senior counsel leaves wide open 
the question of how extensive his infl uence 
and power may be in the Trump administra-
tion. Previous holders of such a position have 
included backroom political operatives like 
Karl Rove and Dick Morris. Bannon’s back-
ground as head of his own propaganda empire, 
however, suggests he may play an even more 
outsized ideological role under Trump.

The importance of free and independent 
media (such as this publication) is likely to 
become even more crucial as Breitbart tran-
sitions from being the voice of the alt-right 
opposition into a pseudo-state-run propaganda 
organ. One of Breitbart’s own former spokes-
persons, Kurt Bardella, has said that the entire 
outlet is “void of reality and facts.”

Breitbart, he argues, “has gone from being 
the propaganda arm of the Trump campaign to 
being the propaganda arm of the federal gov-
ernment and the Trump White House. That 
should be concerning to all Americans.” Indeed 
it should.

As another propagandist-in-chief, Joseph 
Goebbels, said in the 1930s, “We enter parlia-
ment in order to supply ourselves, in the arsenal 
of democracy, with its own weapons. If democ-
racy is so stupid as to give us free tickets and 
salaries for this bear’s work, that is its affair. We 
do not come as friends, nor even as neutrals. We 
come as enemies. As the wolf bursts into the 
fl ock, so we come.”

With the Trump victory, it appears the 
wolves have burst into the fl ock.
People’s World 

Culture
&Lifeby

C J Atkins

Steve Bannon may play an even more outsized ideological role under Trump.

Fascism in 
the White House?

Support Support The GuardianThe Guardian by donating to Press Fund by donating to Press Fund



Guardian November 30, 2016  11

A Man Called Ove is a new Swed-
ish fi lm based on the 2012 epony-
mous novel by Fredrik Backman. 
It’s a feel-good story that recalls 
It’s a Wonderful Life in showing 
that we often do not fully appreci-
ate the positive effect we may have 
on our surroundings, or not until 
it’s too late.

The protagonist Ove (pronounced 
Ooh-veh) Lindahl is a burly Swedish 
Gérard Depardieu type, played to the 
max by Rolf Lassgård, whose per-
formance won him the Best Actor 
award at the 2016 Seattle Internation-
al Film Festival. Filip Berg plays the 
younger diffi dent Ove in the poignant 
fl ashback scenes.

Ove is a working-class Swede 
who spent 43 years around railyards, 
force-retired now at 59, living by 
himself, and lording it over every-
one in the private housing complex 
he used to manage. He’s offended 
by other people’s every misstep and 
infraction of the rules, an extremely 
diffi cult man to please, a pedant, a 
grouch and crank.

But the times they are a-chang-
ing, as newer couples move into the 
neighbourhood, including a native 
Swede, Patrik (the maladroit Tobias 
Almborg) and his Iranian immigrant 
wife Parvaneh (the saucy Bahar 
Pars), who have two adorable little 
girls with another child coming soon.

Who is the curmudgeon and 
where does he come from? Well, I’m 
a bit of a one myself, so let me try 
to explain: In a world with so many 
uncertainties, where things don’t 
always fall our way and often seem 
to spin into chaos, the curmudgeon 
orders their life just so. In that way 
there is least some feeling of con-
trol and personal agency, something 
they own that no one can take away. 
Some folks apply their strict set of 
rules to lots of areas in their life and 
we all know them: They can be insuf-
ferable, blaming others and demand-
ing that you always conform to their 
ways. 

I happen to be that way about 
grammar and spelling, and fortu-
nately (but you’d have to ask my 
friends) not about too much else. (In 
my defence, even about grammar, I 
bend to the times – notice the use of 
“their” and “they” for a singular who 
could be male or female.)

Ove spends his days minding eve-
rybody else’s business and visiting 

his wife’s grave to bring fl owers and 
unburden his troubled soul. He owes 
a great deal to Sonja (Ida Engvoll), as 
she is the only person who truly saw 
under his gruff surface to perceive 
the mentsh living within. She loved 
and encouraged him: At her urging he 
furthered his education with a degree 
in engineering, and improved his lot. 
And they created a comfortable, cul-
tured home together.

But now, as of six months ago, 
she’s gone. Cancer. His several well 
thought-out plans to end all his tra-
vail fail hilariously, although of 
course we know that suicide among 
working people who feel their pro-
ductive lives are over is an all too 
common cause of death.

We see a great deal of Ove’s anti-
social conduct. He’s a Saab loyalist 
in a fi erce rivalry with Volvo lovers, 
and a martinet for regulations. His 
short fuse several times practical-
ly sends him into apoplectic fits. 
We begin to worry if he’s going to 
explode and hope he’s checking his 
blood pressure.

From the fl ashbacks that fi ll in his 
story we appreciate the deep pain he 
suffered early in life, which, accord-
ing to his unarticulated code of man-
liness, he never properly grieved. Yet 
despite those losses, he also inherited 
– perhaps from his mother who died 
when he was only a boy – an angelic 
bent that brings saving grace to his 
world. If you overlook his crustiness, 
you can see this is a man kinder to 
others than to himself.

Gradually, Ove starts respond-
ing to his new world as a widower. 
He enjoys Parvaneh’s container of 
homemade Persian chicken and rice. 
Kids like him. Even an abandoned 
cat likes him, and he takes it in. He 
offers driving lessons to Parvaneh, 
and performs almost miraculous 
favours for people as he remembers 
how kindly and supportive of other 
people Sonja was.

Surprisingly, when he hears that 
Mirsad, the young gay Iranian from 
the local kebab shop, has to leave 
home because his father would kill 
himself if he found out about his son, 
Ove is OK about Mirsad moving in 
with him. Our fi rst impressions of 
Ove do not entirely defi ne the man.

Sweden is a highly evolved 
social welfare state, but there is 
always some tension between gov-
ernment and the governed. Ove 

thinks recycling is the fault of the 
Commies. And he has a generally 
poor opinion about what he calls the 
“whiteshirts” – bureaucrats who tell 
citizens what to do and where to live. 
(Of course he would not agree that 
in his housing tract, he is quite the 
whiteshirt himself.)

And then there was that time 
when the state did not move quickly 
enough to erase the barriers blocking 
disabled access, and he single-hand-
edly took it upon himself to build a 
ramp to a school so that a wheelchair-
bound teacher (Sonja, as it turns out) 
could pursue a fulfi lling career.

This warm drama-comedy with 
a runtime of just under two hours 
gives us many unexpected rewards. 
Scoring 92 percent on Rotten Toma-
toes, it’s fi ne fi lmmaking that nicely 
balances the personal and the social. 
Hannes Holm helmed in one of Swe-
den’s biggest box offi ce hits ever. It 
was Sweden’s Offi cial Foreign Lan-
guage Submission for the Academy 
Awards, in limited release now, and 
available on DVD on December 27.
People’s World 
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Sian Griffi ths

Sitting atop an open red convertible, a drenched 
Charlie Lowthian-Rickert leads the 2016 Ottawa 
Pride Parade. She waves enthusiastically to the 
crowds as they shout “We love you, Charlie!” After 
such a successful year, Charlie is not going to allow 
a torrential downpour to rain down on her parade.

In her blue fl oral dress, she looks every inch the 
young girl she identifi es as. But Charlie was born a 
boy and, barely out of single digits, is already a veteran 
transgender activist.

“I just want to get the message out,” she explains. 
“When the average person is around LGBTQ people, 
there are some who are really scared or really hate the 
community. I just want people to know who we truly 
are and to be able to feel comfortable when they are 
around us.”

Addressing the crowds in her keynote speech, 
Charlie says: “I want to protect the people I love – my 
people. My gender-diverse community. I want them to 
feel the happiness I feel, and know they too are natural, 
beautiful gifts, no matter what their gender is.”

Tammy Dopson, Chair of Ottawa Pride, says that 
Charlie was a natural choice for Grand Marshal at the 
parade – the youngest person to have had the honour. 
The role is awarded to someone who “through advo-
cacy, through education, improves the lives of people 
around them”, inspiring them to lead fuller lives.

“She is no ordinary 10-year-old!” says Dopson. “I 
look forward to seeing where she is in 20 years. She 
is so ahead of her time and so self-possessed. She has 
made people like herself feel safer and less alone.”

Charlie’s rise to public attention has been meteoric. 
Two years ago, aged just eight and accompanied by 
her parents, she attended Canadian Senate discussions 
on proposed legislation to protect transgender people 
from discrimination and hate crimes. But, as in the US, 
bathrooms became a political issue. A proposed Con-
servative Party amendment would restrict transgen-
der people to using bathrooms based on their gender 

at birth. Charlie was incensed, but sitting alongside 
representatives from Amnesty International, Gender 
Mosaic and other LGBTQ groups “inspired me to pick 
up the torch, like our Olympians do, and add my voice 
to theirs”.

She helped to stage a protest on Parliament Hill 
called “Occupotty”, singing “Let Us Pee” and telling 
the crowd – while standing in front of rows of toilet 
seats – why the bathroom issue is important to trans-
gender people. The protest attracted national attention.

Transgender people, says Charlie, have more to 
fear than non-trans people in bathrooms: “It is very 
unsafe. If I go into a boys’ bathroom, people will think 
‘Why the hell is she here? Oh, this is an opportunity’ 
and could do something horrible to me.”

She hopes new legislation will make transgender 
people feel safer. In May 2016, the new Liberal Justice 
Minister, Jody Wilson-Raybould – with Charlie by her 
side – reintroduced transgender rights legislation. The 
Minister, a powerful new political ally, describes the 
10-year-old as “wise beyond her years”, while Charlie 
describes Wilson-Raybould as “one of my best friends 
in Parliament”.

But Charlie knows she couldn’t do this work with-
out the support of her family.

“We didn’t want to be our child’s fi rst bullies,” says 
her mother, Anne. After Charlie felt bullied at her pri-
mary school and in her rural community, the family 
moved to Ottawa, where they found a school where 
Charlie would not only be accepted but could thrive. 
Anne is now kept busy shuttling Charlie between Girl 
Guides, hip-hop dance, skateboarding events and 
camping activities.

In Ottawa alone, half of all homeless youngsters 
are LGBTQ, and are on the streets because they feel 
rejected by their families. Charlie is acutely aware of 
the statistics.

“Forty-three percent of [transgender] kids here in 
Ottawa consider suicide,” she says. “I am one of the 
lucky ones. I speak for all the silent voices today.”
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As Trump’s dark cloud rises
Chloe Farand

As naïve as we may have been, 
many like me didn’t expect a 
climate denier, who believes cli-
mate change is “a Chinese hoax” 
to bulldoze his way to one of the 
most powerful offi ces in the world. 
There is no hiding it, Donald 
Trump’s election is a huge blow.

Young people from around the 
world have spent a fortnight inside 
the conference centre in Marrakesh 
making their voices heard, organ-
ising actions and giving speeches 
calling for climate action in the 
name of future generations and the 
most vulnerable.

And yet, youth delegations 
have left the conference feeling 
bitter. We were told this would 
be a Conference of Paris (COP) 
action, but instead it was one of 
postponements. 

Most decisions have been 
deferred to an inter-session in Bonn 

next May, which most of us will not 
be able to attend.

There is a heart-breaking sen-
timent that we are being squeezed 
out of the decision-making process, 
which lacks real transparency.

We cannot excuse governments 
for making so little progress to kick-
start ambitious climate action in line 
with the Paris Agreement but the 
US election results sent shockwaves 
through the conference centre and 
diverted its aims.

Trump epitomises everything 
youth are fi ghting against. For 
some, the fi ght started years ago, 
others were not even born when the 
climate negotiations fi rst took place 
back in 1992.

Gutted, frustrated, angry, sad 
– it would be unfair to say these 
are not feelings we share as youth, 
when we imagine our future.

The Trump-dominated nar-
rative created by the media and 
governments reaffi rming their 

commitments to implement the 
Paris deal left little space for effec-
tive decision making. Meanwhile 
the clock for urgent action is 
ticking. 

We don’t have another life time 
to spare to talk about beliefs, values 
and principles. This is no longer 
about our children’s children but 
about the shores of the Marshall 
Islands and Fiji, which are being 
submerged by rising sea levels right 
now.

The US election has highlighted 
the lack of leadership within the 
climate talks and we, young people, 
are now calling on our respective 
governments to step in and fi ll that 
gap. Developing countries have 
already taken the lead. Indeed, 
47 countries organised in the Cli-
mate Vulnerable Forum pledged 
to achieve 100 percent renewable 
energy by 2050. This is what we 
must all aspire to. 

Trump is one powerful man 

but I believe the power of united 
youth and grassroots movements is 
stronger.

Many US cities such as Miami 
are already conducting major work 
to raise the level of their streets, 
which are threatened by the melting 
of the Arctic and rising sea levels.

But Trump alone cannot stop 
us. During the conference, del-
egates from the state of Califor-
nia said they will deliver on their 
promises regardless of the new 
president-elect’s stance on climate 
change. Meanwhile, hundreds of 
businesses, including household 
names such as Starbucks, have 
urged Trump not to pull out of the 
Paris Agreement, as they fear the 
US would miss out on critical eco-
nomic opportunities.

These rays of hope need to be 
nurtured to fl ourish into an empow-
ered climate movement.

The US election dashed the 
momentum gathered during last 

year’s COP21 in Paris, but it did not 
weaken the global climate move-
ment. On the contrary, it showed the 
even greater need to increase pres-
sure on our governments so they 
align their actions to the 1.5C target. 
Looking ahead, the youth seems 
stronger and more determined than 
ever to continue the fi ght for climate 
justice back home.

European youth, including 
the UK Youth Climate Coalition 
which I am a part of, have built 
bridges with peers to form better 
partnerships throughout the year 
and youth delegations from the 
global south are also mobilising 
into regional networks for climate 
action.

As we leave Marrakesh, we are 
reminded these annual climate con-
ferences are moments on our cam-
paigning trial but they cannot be the 
only catalyst for change. The real 
work starts now.
New Internationalist 


