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The Turnbull government looks 
set to bring the Australian Build-
ing and Construction Commis-
sion (ABCC) and the Registered 
Organisations bills before the 
Senate this week. The ABCC bill 
and an accompanying Building 
Code are central to the govern-
ment’s plans to destroy the Con-
struction Division of the CFMEU 
and rid the industry of militant 
trade unions.

The two bills were the triggers 
for the double dissolution election 
on July 2 after the Senate had twice 
failed to pass them. It has taken the 
government more than three months 
to feel confi dent it may have negoti-
ated the necessary deals with cross-
benchers to get the bills through the 
Senate.

Ever since Abbott came to 
offi ce in 2013, the Coalition govern-
ment has set out to deregulate the 
labour market, slash wages and roll 
back working conditions. Impatient 
employer organisations have been 
putting the pressure on a desperate 
government to get on with the job.

ABCC
The federal government aims to 

bankrupt the CFMEU with massive 
fi nes, criminalise legitimate trade 
union activity, hound and intimidate 
workers and exclude trade union offi -
cials from construction sites.

The bill before the Senate goes 
much further in removing basic 
rights than the Howard government’s 
original legislation. It outlaws pick-
ets, including community pickets for 
the fi rst time ever.

The definition of “protected” 
industrial action is narrowed, fi nes 

are increased and the Commission’s 
draconian powers are strengthened. 
(See Guardian # 1728, 27-04-2016, 
“The Australian Building and Con-
struction Commission Mark II: 
Gestapo industrial relations laws”.)

If anyone is wondering why the 
CFMEU is the immediate target, it 
has nothing to do with corrupt or 
thuggish behaviour as the govern-
ment would have us believe. They 
need only look at what the union has 
been achieving for its members.

Militant union
In a climate where wages growth 

has declined markedly in recent 
years, the Construction Division of 
the CFMEU has been able to win real 
wage rises. For example, the union 
has just signed off on an agreement 
with Lendlease for an annual fi ve 
percent wage increase over the next 
four years – a total of 20 percent 
during the life of the EBA.

The new agreement with the 
giant property developer also gives 
workers a 36-hour working week, 
paid domestic violence leave of 
ten days a year and 12 days of paid 
personal leave in the fi rst year of 
employment.

“The 5 percent per annum cost 
increase and other terms leaves 
Lendlease’s agreement in line with 
the agreements established by the 
rest of the industry over the past two 
years, with additional productiv-
ity measures negotiated including a 
tightened application of entitlements, 
clearer consultation provisions and 
better safety arrangements,” a Lend-
lease spokesperson said.

In other industries, wages are 
being increased by smaller amounts 
and less often. Feeling emboldened 
with the Abbott/Turnbull Coalition 

in office, employers are digging 
their heels in, prolonging bargain-
ing periods around new agree-
ments and holding back on making 
concessions.

Many workers have seen their 
income stagnate or even decline. 
The rise in casual employment is one 
of the factors behind this situation. 
Another is the decline in the rate of 

unionisation in some sectors of the 
economy.

Wages in decline
The decline in wages growth and 

actual decrease in wages paid are not 
confi ned to the mining sector where 
the end of the boom strengthened the 
hand of resources companies. It is 
across the board, in particular where 

workplaces are not unionised or trade 
union representation is industrially 
weak.

The proportion of wage rises 
above four percent per annum fell 
from just under 30 percent in 2012 to 
seven percent in 2016 – Abbott was 
elected in 2013. (ABS fi gures) 

Continued on page 2
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The best-laid nuclear plans
South Australians have been living with the prospect that their 

state will be host to a nuclear waste dump for over a decade. Strong 
opposition forced the Howard government to abandon plans for a 
“national repository” in SA in 2004. Subsequent efforts to force a 
dump on the traditional owners of Muckaty Station in the Northern 
Territory were also defeated by united action in the community. 
But like its counterparts in other sectors of our capitalist economy, 
the nuclear industry doesn’t rest in pursuit of maximum profi t, no 
matter the environmental and social cost.

Pro-nuclear academic and public service appointments followed 
the initial defeat. Articles favouring an expansion of the state’s 
uranium mining industry and further participation in the “nu-
clear cycle” started to appear in the only daily newspaper in SA, 
Murdoch’s Advertiser.

The speaker’s notes for the nuclear lobby focussed on jobs 
and the contribution nuclear power supposedly could make to the 
planet’s climate change emergency. The fact that uranium mining 
is a capital-intensive, rather than labour-intensive industry was left 
well alone. So was the torrent of reports of countries abandoning 
plans for nuclear power and winding up their current industries 
in the wake of the disaster at Fukushima. Also missing was news 
of rapid advances in genuinely sustainable energy sources such as 
wind and solar.

Older South Australians have a justifi ed caution about things 
nuclear from the time of the British nuclear tests at Maralinga in 
the Woomera Prohibited Area between 1956 and 1963. The massive 
(and only partial) cleanup completed in 2000 cost $108 million. The 
cost in cancer deaths and illness among retired servicemen and 
Aboriginal people is still being counted. In spite of this continuing 
legacy, the nuclear lobby set out to create the mythology that South 
Australians, and Australians more generally, are not as concerned 
about radioactive risks as they once were.

Hoping to capitalise on this manufactured “shift” in public opin-
ion, the state government took the unusual step in March 2015 of 
establishing a Royal Commission into the “Nuclear Fuel Cycle”. 
The Commissioner was former state governor, Rear Admiral Kevin 
Scarce who was on the public record as favouring an expanision 
of SA’s role in the controversial fuel cycle. Not surprisingly, the 
report handed down in May this year favoured involvement in 
every stage of the cycle including enrichment, waste storage and 
nuclear power generation.

The government distanced itself from the disturbing prospect 
of enrichment and nuclear power. It embraced the idea of storing 
high grade waste from around the world and supposedly reaping 
massive fi nancial benefi ts from countries seeking to offl oad their 
nuclear waste headaches. Finland’s efforts to store its own waste 
underground were held up as a model. Unfortunately for the promot-
ers of the government’s fi nancial windfall argument, the Finnish 
facility is only one twentieth the size of the one suggested for SA, 
has taken decades to get to its current, non-operational state and 
is not likely to turn profi ts.

The government took the pro-nuke message on the road with a 
series of exhibitions and events to allow people to “Know Nuclear”. 
In fact the pitch was overwhelmingly supportive of a nuclear dump. 
The anti-nuclear movement was dismissed as irrelevant, feral and 
alarmist. The government tested its resolve with the establishment 
of a citizen’s jury made up of South Australians chosen at random 
and “topped up” with some appointees. They were subjected to a 
barrage of “expert” advice reassuring them of the viability and 
desirability of the government’s nuclear vision.

Unfortunately for the government, the citizen jury said no to the 
dump proposal. Unfortunately for the people of SA, the Weatherill 
government is pressing ahead to repeal legislation that currently 
bans a waste dump being established in the state. The Premier is 
talking about a referendum to have the fi nal say on the proposal 
after a further process of softening up. The opposition is occupying 
a none-too-convincing position pronouncing the dump idea “dead 
and buried”. The lesson to be learned through the saga is that 
united action in the community can be used to defend the people’s 
vital interests, including to the right to a safe, clean environment. 
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Continued from page 1
Women have also fallen further 

behind under the conservative gov-
ernment. Full-time average earnings 
of women are now $261.10 per week 
less than their male counterparts – a 
gap of 16.2 percent. For total average 
weekly earnings including full-time, 
part-time and casual workers the gap 
is 33 percent. (ABS)

Nurses, aged care workers, 
public sector workers, hospitality 
industry employees, shop assistants 
and hotel workers are amongst the 
lowest paid.

In the case of the nursing profes-
sion, where the union is well organ-
ised and fi ghting back, nurses are in 
the diffi cult position that industrial 
action such as strikes only hurts their 
patients and saves their employer 
money.

“Yellow” union
A 15-month study by Fairfax 

media revealed how deals being 
negotiated by the Shop, Distributive 
& Allied Employees Association 
(SDA) with major retailers including 
Coles, Woolworths and McDonalds 
were leaving staff worse off.

The study found that 250,000 
workers were paid less than the 
award rate, saving big business more 
than an estimated $300 million per 
annum. The SDA had negotiated 
reduced penalty rates with Coles 
and Woolworths and at McDonalds 
staff were not paid penalty rates on 
weekends.

When the Coles and Woolworths 
agreements were challenged in the 
Fair Work Commission they were 
rejected as not meeting the better-off-
overall test when compared with the 
award. The award itself is minimal.

Not surprisingly, the govern-
ment is not pursuing the SDA and 

its right-wing leadership but it does 
have plans to replace the better-off-
overall test with a weaker provi-
sion. The SDA is not the only union 
appearing to sell its members short 
and undermining confi dence in the 
union movement amongst workers.

The ABC national public broad-
caster and Fairfax media have 
revealed a number of other corpo-
rate rip-offs. Neither the Fair Work 
Commission (FWC) nor Fair Work 
Building and Construction (FWBC) 
– Labor’s version of the ABCC) – are 
scratching the surface of corporate 
rorting of the labour market.

The massively funded and staffed 
FWBC is obsessed with hounding 
trade unionists and the FWC is large-
ly focused on individual or small 
group cases.

For example, illegal sham con-
tracts where workers are employed as 
“contractors” and denied their legal 
entitlements such as superannuation, 
workers’ compensation cover, paid 
leave, etc, are rife yet pass under the 
radar of these outfi ts. This is not lim-
ited to the building and construction 
industry.

Visa workers are left to the mercy 
of unscrupulous employers who treat 
them like slaves and threaten worker 
who objects or complains with 
deportation.

Federal public service
In the federal public service, 

workers in most agencies have not 
had a wage rise during the past three 
years or so. The agreements being 
put to agency staff seek to remove 
a host of long-held conditions – in 
some instances amounting to a 75 
percent reduction in the content of 
existing agreements.

The Coalition government has 
forbidden back pay and placed strict 

limits on “enhancements” to work-
place entitlements in the public 
service.

Then there were the young work-
ers at Grill’d being ripped off under 
the guise of traineeships that never 
end.

Carlton and United Breweries 
workers are still fi ghting to get their 
jobs back after being sacked and 
offered their jobs back at 65 percent 
less pay.

The list of scandalous breaches 
of the Fair Work Act and dirty tricks 
by employers grows by the day. The 
government’s response is to try to 
wipe out the one force that is pre-
pared to stand up to such employers 
and protect workers – militant trade 
unions.

Build the union 
movement

There is only one force that can 
halt this decline in wages, working 
conditions and deunionisation that is 
taking place. That is the trade union 
movement itself, with the support of 
the broader community.

It requires strong militant, inde-
pendent trade unions that are pre-
pared to put the interests of their 
members fi rst. This includes educa-
tion of unionists to raise the level 
of class consciousness, to develop 
organising and recruiting skills and 
knowledge of the principles of trade 
unionism which have been dulled 
over recent decades.

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia is committed to the interests of 
the working class and to providing 
whatever support it can to this task. 
This includes active support on pick-
ets, education programs, using the 
Guardian to support struggles and 
promote activities. 

Sydney

11:30am
Saturday November 26
Royal Botanic Gardens
All welcome!

The Venezuelan Embassy 
in Australia invites you 

to participate in sending
 a message supporting 

Venezuela’s Bolivarian Revolution
 to President Nicolas Maduro.

Have your say!

Write a letter to the Editor.

email: tpearson@cpa.org.au
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Peter Mac

NSW Premier Mike Baird’s rise to power 
was facilitated by use of a squeaky clean 
“Mr Nice Guy” image, with slick PR that 
fully exploited the scandals involving Eddie 
Obeid and other now-discredited members 
of the former Labor government. But Baird 
is now being exposed as a social and envi-
ronmental vandal.

The government’s stupendously destructive 
WestConnex tollway project has come under 
widespread community objection because of its 
savage impact on residents, parks and wildlife 
in affected areas. And there’s another aspect of 
government policy that’s equally destructive of 
cultural values and is far more insidious.

The government has leased off to private 
interests, particularly the tourist industry, many 
of Sydney’s magnifi cent 19th century govern-
ment sandstone buildings. They are to be gutted 
and converted to use as hotel accommodation, 
like the former Treasury building, which is now 
the InterContinental Hotel.

The Department of Education building, the 
Department of Planning building, the Lands 
and Titles building, the Lands Department 
building, the University of Sydney Law Fac-
ulty and the Central Courthouse are either in 
the process of transfer to the private sector or 
are targeted for the same treatment.

The government claims it wants to save 
the taxpayer money on repairs and mainte-
nance, but Sydney’s old government buildings 
were very well built and have mostly been 
well maintained during their life. Any neces-
sary conservation work is usually carried out 
prior to the vacation of the premises as a con-
dition of lease. (Sydney’s former General Post 
Offi ce was given a multi-million dollar facelift 
at taxpayers’ expense by the federal govern-
ment prior to its lease to Macquarie Bank some 
25 years ago).

Moreover, some of the government depart-
ments that formerly occupied these buildings 
are now in expensive rented accommodation 
in privately-owned buildings, and the cost of 
relocating and reorganising the departments is 
colossal.

The government’s real objective is not to 
save money for the taxpayer, but rather to pro-
vide the tourist industry with an invaluable 
commodity, i.e. magnifi cent buildings which 
have the potential to maximise the industry’s 
profi ts.

The NSW branch of the National Trust has 

recently published a list of historically signif-
icant industrial sites and government-owned 
buildings that are now under threat of sale, 
lease and/or demolition. It commented:

“Following the loss of the ... Sir John 
Sulman medal award-winning Sydney Exhi-
bition Centre and the adjoining Sydney Con-
vention Centre in Darling Harbour, the nearby 
historic Ultimo Power House is now under 
threat despite it also winning the Sulman Award 
for Architectural Merit, and in the 1988 Archi-
tecture Australia Awards winning the Presi-
dent’s award for Recycled Buildings for its 
conversion to the Powerhouse Museum.

“Also lost are key elements of Sydney’s 
harbour history – Garden Island’s Hammerhead 
Crane and Millers Point’s Harbour Control 
Tower, despite a unanimous recommendation 
by the NSW Heritage Council for its listing on 
the State Heritage Register.

“Millers Point, Dawes Point and The 
Rocks, arguably Australia’s most historic and 
earliest residential precinct, continues to be 
under threat with the outright sale of govern-
ment-owned properties without the protection 
that would have been afforded by long-term 
leases and bonds.

“The Rocks Sirius Apartments building, 
also unanimously recommended by the NSW 
Heritage Council for State Heritage listing, is 
under threat of demolition and replacement by a 
taller building in the heart of The Rocks, block-
ing important views in the Sydney Opera House 
World Heritage Area Buffer Zone.

“The National Art School (the old Darling-
hurst Jail dating from 1823) faces an uncertain 
future, and remarkably is not State Heritage 
listed.

“The WestConnex Motorway has cut a 
swathe of destruction through the Haberfi eld 
Conservation Area, one of Australia’s most 
important heritage places. Glebe, Newtown 
and Rozelle now face the impacts of the pro-
posed connection of the WestConnex M4 to 
the M5.

“Windsor’s state-significant Thomp-
son Square still faces a destructive road pro-
posal, and a local resident group, Concerned 
Action for Windsor Bridge ... has been occupy-
ing Thompson Square 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week, since July 2013, winning a National 
Trust Advocacy Heritage Award.”

The trust has also expressed deep concern 
about the impact of new government legisla-
tion and policy on the natural environment. It 
declared:

“A crucial issue over coming decades is 
biodiversity conservation. The National Trust 
has joined with key environmental groups in 
NSW to form Stand Up For Nature to lobby 
against legislation which, in the view of the 
Trust, the Environment Movement and the 
Wentworth Group of scientists, will facilitate 
major land clearance in NSW. The legislation 
will also impact on critical green spaces across 
Sydney and NSW. The Trust is supporting a 
new major campaign by the Total Environment 
Centre to save them – SOS Green Spaces. The 
campaign deals with:
• “Current threats to our green spaces
• “The NSW government scheme for a 

new urban tree SEEP, overriding existing 
tree preservation orders and setting new 
vegetation clearing controls across urban 
areas in NSW

• “The NSW government’s proposed Crown 
Lands legislative changes

• “The review of SEPP [State Environmental 
Planning Provision] 19, Urban Bushland

• “The work of the Greater Sydney 
Commission and how it will affect planning

• “All these proposals will have a profound 
impact on our environment and on the 

way our shared green spaces and trees are 
protected and managed.”

But other developments show that gov-
ernment policy can be defeated. Last year the 
Baird government dropped a plan to construct a 
WestConnex entry point that would have neces-
sitated demolishing most of inner-city Peter-
sham Park and adjacent streets.

The decision was prompted by fi erce oppo-
sition from local residents – and probably also 
from sporting organisations, because Don 
Bradman scored his fi rst century in fi rst class 
cricket in Petersham Park!

Last week, following vigorous objections 
from university and hospital authorities, the 
government amended the WestConnex plan 
by removing another proposed tollway entry 
point near Sydney University and Royal Prince 
Alfred Hospital.

So, objectionable government decisions 
can be reversed if enough pressure is applied. 
As protests mount over the WestConnex mon-
strosity, legal action is also being taken against 
the government by grossly under-compensated 
homeowners. But the best thing of all would 
be to dump the government at the earliest 
opportunity. 

From the archives  The Guardian, April 2006

A city’s history 
under the hammer

“The National Art School faces an uncertain future, and remarkably is not State Heritage listed.”

You and your friends 
are invited to attend the launch of 

The Memoirs of
Tom and Audrey McDonald

Sydney Launch
MC: Tony Maher (National President CFMEU)
Guest speakers:

Billy Kelty (Former ACTU Secretary)
Nadine Flood (National Secretary CPSU)

5:00 pm for 5:30 pm Thursday December 1
Trades Hall 4 Goulburn Street Sydney
RSVP:  Jess

jdarienzo@psa.asn.au 0428 410 748

Melbourne Launch
MC:  Michael O’Connor (National Secretary CFMEU)
Guest speakers:

Billy Kelty (Former ACTU Secretary)
Sally McMannus (Vice Presiden ACTU)

5:00 pm for 5:30 pm Tuesday December 6
Trades Hall 54 Victoria Street Carlton
RSVP:  Samantha 

sbond@apheda.org.au 0402 832 495 

STORIES of STRUGGLE 
AND HOPE

“Love for each other and 
a passionate commitment 
to human rights have 
driven two wonderful 
people to not only dare 
to dream but to win!”
GED KEARNEY
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Richard Titelius

On a hot November lunchtime 
(Thursday 15) the Australian 
Services Union (ASU) and the 
Electrical Trades Union (ETU) 
held a Use Your Power rally out-
side the state Parliament in Perth. 
The rally was well organised by 
the two unions to demonstrate to 
the Liberal government of Colin 
Barnett their strong opposition 
to the proposed sale of the state 
electricity utility Western Power.

Unions WA Secretary Meredith 
Hammat chaired the rally of close 
to a thousand workers from a wide 
range of unions and their supporters.

They were united in solidarity 
with the Western Power workers who 
was made redundant as the govern-
ment moved to reduce the organisa-
tion’s debt by cutting jobs.

In an unexpected move Premier 
Barnett decided to front the angry 
protesters at the rally and defend the 
privatisation of Western Power.  It is 
not the fi rst time that Premier Barnett 
whose arrogance has earned him a 
reputation as an emperor, has front-
ed a community rally at Parliament 
House. I was close enough to see that 
he gets some perverse joy from stir-
ring up the working class.

His decision to front the rally 
should also be seen as a sign that the 
union movement’s well organised 
and hard-hitting campaign had clear-
ly rattled the Liberal state Premier.

Barnett claimed that no decision 
had been made and that the fi nal deci-
sion on the sale of Western Power 
would not be made before the March 
11, 2017 election.

Barnett further vacillated by 
speculating whether it would be a 
full or partial sale of the utility. He 
said it would not be sold to a for-
eign entity and instead offered to an 
Australian superannuation fund. He 
also noted that the utility is a natu-
ral monopoly – it just remains to see 
whether it would be state or private-
ly owned.

The rally did not buy Barnett’s 
reassurances as they had heard it all 
before with other privatisations – 
most notably the recent Alinta gas 
privatisation which was bought by 
Singapore Power International, Sin-
gapore’s largest utility company.

ALP state Opposition Leader 
Mark McGowan addressed the rally, 
promising a government of his would 
not sell Western Power as it was an 
important piece of infrastructure and 
a natural monopoly. He said that if it 
were kept in public hands, it would 

help maximise its potential service 
delivery.

Western Power delivered a net 
profi t of over $500 million to the 
state for the 2015-16 fi nancial year 
according to its latest financial 
report. McGowan also stated the 
utility had provided not only jobs but 
apprenticeships.

This year, as part of the govern-
ment’s bid to strip down costs and 
help dress up the entity for privati-
sation, the intake of apprentices was 
reduced to zero.

ETU state secretary Les 
McLaughlin was the next speaker. 
He began by saying if Western Power 
goes it will not come back to state 
ownership. McLaughlin likened the 
privatisation to a “grab for cash”, 
which made no economic sense, and 
likened it to selling your house to 
pay off your mortgage but then not 
having anywhere to live.

The privatisation of Western 
Power would also lead to cuts in the 
workforce and to maintenance as the 
private owner sought to maximise 
returns on its investment.

In Victoria, the privatisation of 

the electricity utility led to mainte-
nance cuts on poles and wires which 
signifi cantly contributed to the state’s 
recent deadly bushfi res.

McLaughlin fi nished his speech 
by reporting the pleas from fellow 
unions in Victoria and South Austral-
ia following their states’ disastrous 
experiments with privatisation. These 
have led to signifi cantly increased 
electricity prices for consumers, loss 
of jobs and safety issues. “Do what-
ever you can to stop the governments 
privatisation plans!” McLaughlin 
concluded.

The next speaker was Christine, 
a union member from a rural town in 
the south west of WA who said the 
price of power was expensive enough 
now, not only for her but for the fami-
lies of her children who were fi nding 
it hard to make ends meet. Christine, 
like many ordinary West Austral-
ian workers, is worried about what 
they will sell off next and the impact 
this will have on the cost of living – 
schools, ports, roads, hospitals – and 
once they are gone they will never 
come back.

The fi nal speaker was ASU (the 

principal union representing West-
ern Power workers) state secretary 
Wayne Wood who posed the ques-
tion following the Premier’s brazen 
appeal to the rally, “Are we going to 
be hoodwinked by the Premier who 
said he had no plans to sell Western 
Power”.

Wood also reminded the rally that 
the government has a big debt which 
is of its own making from fi nancial 
and economic mismanagement and 
that it was time to deliver a strong 
message to the government from the 
voters at the next state election.

The Communist Party of Austral-
ia supports the union and communi-
ty campaign to keep essential public 
infrastructure such as Western Power 
in public hands – power in the hands 
of the people which will save jobs, 
ensure proper maintenance is carried 
out and provide quality, power gen-
eration and distribution – including 
renewable energy – safely, cost effec-
tively and at prices which are afford-
able to all. 

Australia

Use Your Power rally – 
Fighting privatisation in WA

The announcement by US Secre-
tary of State, John Kerry and by 
Malcolm Turnbull, that the US 
will consider refugees from Nauru 
referred to it by the UNHCR has 
done little to settle the issue of 
offshore detention.

The Refugee Action Coali-
tion says that it is an admission that 
Nauru and Manus Island are off-
shore dead-ends, but the deal still 
leaves the future of asylum seekers 
and refugees up in the air. Also, that 
the deal means there is no certainty 
for the asylum seekers and refugees 
marooned on Nauru and Manus 
Island. And there is a serious ques-
tion over the future of the thousands 
of single men, given the announced 
priority that will be given to 
women, children and families.

“The UNHCR has not been 
involved in the refugee determi-
nation process so far on either 
Nauru or Manus Island. The need 
for UNHCR determinations and 

referrals will at the very least mean 
more delay for people who have 
been waiting almost three and half 
years on Manus and Nauru,” said 
Ian Rintoul, spokesperson for the 
Refugee Action Coalition.

“We are very concerned that the 
deal is not all-encompassing. It is 
not acceptable that Nauru or Manus 
stay open for another day, let alone 
any more months or years. The 
deal seems to do nothing to resolve 
the fate of those yet to have refu-
gee determinations or deal with the 
question of separated families.”

Rintoul also confi rmed that 
despite any deal, the PNG Supreme 
Court will consider an application 
on behalf of Manus detainees that 
all Manus detainees who wish to, be 
returned to Australia. That hearing 
is expected in December.

“Given the government has 
admitted that neither Manus nor 
Nauru have a future, we would 
expect the Australian government 

will abide by the orders of the PNG 
Supreme Court,” said Rintoul.

“Turnbull’s third country 
announcement is too shallow and 
too uncertain. It is shocking that 
Australia has avoided its responsi-
bility for so long and left asylum 
seekers on Manus and Nauru. All 
asylum seekers and refugees should 
be brought to Australia, so families 
can be re-united and where they can 
fi nd the protection they need in the 
community.”

The deal however, has exposed 
Turnbull’s lifetime ban on asylum 
seekers sent offshore from ever 
entering Australia, as an unscrupu-
lous and desperate political stunt.

“The government is still using 
refugees as political footballs. It 
is urgent that Labor, The Greens 
and Senate cross-benchers main-
tain a stand against Turnbull’s life-
time ban and decisively defeat it 
when it comes before the Senate in 
November.” 

Thousands of hectares of land 
have been returned to Cape York 
traditional owners under a deal 
with the Queensland government. 
The Balnggarr, Muundhi and 
Magarmagar peoples, represented 
by the Balnggarrawarra Abo-
riginal Corporation, received the 
land north-west of Cooktown in 
a ceremony on country attended 
by Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Partnerships Minister 
Curtis Pitt.

About half the land will form 
the new Ngaynggarr National Park 
(Cape York Peninsula Aboriginal 
Land). It is named for the orange 
bloom of the scarlet gum trees 
which abound in the area. 

“The return of Aboriginal free-
hold land and the creation of a 
new national park mean traditional 
owner groups now have new ave-
nues to pursue economic, social 
and cultural development on their 
homelands, which, in turn, creates 
the potential for more jobs and more 
opportunities,” Pitt said. 

“These could include tourism, 
cultural, agricultural and education-
al prospects ranging from raising 
cattle for the domestic market, and 
visiting and living on country, to 
enterprises involving teaching tradi-
tional skills.

“The Sandstone West and recent 
Sandstone East (part of the hand-
back) land dealings demonstrate 
our commitment to returning home-
lands, conserving natural and cultur-
al values, creating opportunities and 
enhancing employment prospects 

for Indigenous Queenslanders in 
remote Cape York areas.”

The hand-back takes to more 
than 3.4 million hectares the area of 
land returned to traditional owners 
under the government’s Cape 
York Peninsula Tenure Resolution 
Program.

Significance
The Sandstone West area, which 

is part of the latest hand-back, has 
strong historical and cultural signifi -
cance for local people. 

The area encompasses a rich 
cultural landscape including signifi -
cant rock art and other archaeologi-
cal sites, as well as important story 
places and heritage values.

Under the terms of the land 
transfer, traditional owners will 
have greater involvement in its care 
and conservation.

“The Queensland Parks and 
Wildlife Service and Department of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island-
er Partnerships will work with the 
Balnggarrawarra Aboriginal Corpo-
ration to protect the area’s natural 
and cultural values,” Pitt said.

“Sustainable land management 
through continued traditional land 
management practices including 
fi re, pest and plant control will also 
help preserve the land for future 
generations.”

There are now 23 Aboriginal-
owned and jointly managed national 
parks on the Cape York Penin-
sula covering almost two million 
hectares.
Koori Mail 

Australia needs to 
bring them here

Traditional 
owners get 
Cape York land
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In the words of shocked Ameri-
can writer and broadcaster John 
Knefel, writing in the progressive 
journal Truthout, “The unimagi-
nable has happened. The Night-
mare Scenario, that thing that 
seemed impossible, has come to 
pass. The United States has played 
Russian roulette with itself and 
lost. It is diffi cult to fi nd the words 
to capture just how profoundly 
awful this outcome is. Trump ran 
on a promise of deporting 15 mil-
lion people and banning Muslims 
from entering the country ...

“This country now has a white 
supremacist as its president. ... There 
is no question who Trump is, and 
there never has been. To his acciden-
tal credit, Trump was incapable of 
hiding his sexist, racist, xenophobic 
impulses. He showed them to Ameri-
ca, and the country said ‘yes’. ...

“He ran on an ethno-chauvinist 
platform that always intentionally 
excluded people of colour from the 
basic promises of society, by defi ni-
tion. ... A vast number of the people 
who populate the United States want 
to be led by a white supremacist.”

Trump is not just a white 
supremacist. As I have said before, 
Trump is undeniably a fascist. That 
does not mean, however, that the 
USA will become a fascist state when 
he moves into the White House – at 
least, not immediately.

Fascism as a system is the open, 
terroristic dictatorship of fi nance cap-
ital and the biggest corporate inter-
ests. It is a system capitalism resorts 
to if, and only if, it believes itself to 
be in grave danger from possible Red 
revolution.

Fascism requires capitalism to 
drop its genteel mask of upholding 
democratic rights and the rule of 
law. Mass imprisonment, torture and 
judicial murder become the order of 
the day. But the very act of trying to 
crush the people’s resistance to tyr-
anny generates more resistance. Pro-
ductivity declines and the economy 
inevitably lurches towards war.

Capitalism has no problem with 
war but fi nds coping with the disrup-
tion, resistance, and sabotage that 
accompanies a fascist police state an 
expensive inconvenience. “Western 
democracy” suits its purpose much 
better under normal circumstanc-
es, giving people the illusion that 

they actually decide who runs the 
country.

In fact, the ruling class usually 
provides a “choice” between two par-
ties – in Australia, Labor and Liberal, 
in the USA Democrats and Repub-
licans – that vie with each other to 
serve ruling class interests. Labor and 
the Democrats try to be more humane 
than their opponents, never threaten-
ing the system but tinkering with the 
edges.

Even this tinkering arouses 
the ire of the extreme right-wing. 
Obamacare, the very tentative health 
insurance scheme that President 
Obama was able to get past the US 
Congress, has been roundly con-
demned by numerous right-wing 
groups and commentators in Amer-
ica as the dreaded Socialism! And 
Socialism, as everybody knows, must 
be a very bad thing.

In the minds of a great many 
Americans – certainly all those who 
voted for Trump – Socialism is a 
system that stifl es individual initia-
tive, in which private enterprise is 
actually prohibited, and everyone is 
told what to do by an all-powerful 
and remote government. Most impor-
tantly, they know that it doesn’t work. 
That it can’t work, in fact. Curiously, 
they are at the same time afraid of it.

And yet, they have only to look 
around them to see that capitalism 
very definitely isn’t working. In 
the so-called “rust belt”, the former 
manufacturing states of the Ameri-
can mid-west, states that hitherto 
were strongholds of the Democratic 
Party under the infl uence of organ-
ised labour, have seen their indus-
tries move to low-wage countries, 
their towns and cities fall into decay, 
joblessness and homelessness grow 
exponentially.

Bernie Sanders campaigned for 
the Democratic Party’s nomination 
on a platform variously defi ned as 
Socialism or Democratic Socialism, 
offering everyone a living wage, 
free education and free and univer-
sal health care. The Sanders cam-
paign pledged never to wage “wars 
of aggression in foreign parts” or 
to “outsource jobs to Third World 
kleptocracies”.

Sanders and his team also prom-
ised to reverse privatisation, not 
to “allow cops to wage war on the 
poor”, not to use prisons as “for 

profi t slave labour” and “not to allow 
monopolies”.

Bernie Sanders is a social demo-
crat, and his program did not threaten 
the fundamentals of capitalism in the 
USA. Nevertheless, in the American 
political scene, this was a very radi-
cal – even revolutionary – program 
and it resonated with millions of 
Democrat members and supporters, 
especially with the youth. Not quite 
enough, however, to win the party’s 
nomination in a very unfairly weight-
ed ballot.

Hillary Clinton, who had the 
backing of the big business establish-
ment, won the nomination over Sand-
ers. Clinton had nothing to offer the 
people of the rust belt states. They 
had always voted Democrat and 
apparently the Clinton team assumed 
they always would. This time they 
didn’t.

With nothing on offer from 
Clinton, they turned to her rival, 
a demagogue proudly posing as a 
“maverick”, a rabble-rouser offer-
ing vague promises to “make Amer-
ica great again”. The industries that 
had gone off-shore would in some 
unspecifi ed way be brought back; 
the people who had no work would 
be given work. The jobs that had 
disappeared because bosses could 
make more money sending their 
jobs to low wage countries were now 
deemed to have disappeared because 
illegal (“undocumented”) immigrants 
had taken them! Trump promised to 
deport 15 million undocumented 
immigrants.

However, as I said at the begin-
ning of this article, Trump’s elec-
tion does not mean that the USA 
will impose fascism immediately, 
or ever in fact. Comparisons have 
been drawn between Trump and 
Hitler, with good reason. Hitler too 
was elected to power – in 1933 – we 
should remember. Hitler also prom-
ised to make Germany great again, to 
restore all the jobs that had been lost 
in the Great Depression, to rid the 
country of non-Germans who were 
somehow taking their jobs.

But Germany in 1933 had a large 

and powerful Communist Party, 
which really did threaten the contin-
ued rule of capitalism in the country. 
The alarmed capitalist ruling class 
turned to fascism to save them from 
Communism, and the Nazi rabble-
rouser Hitler was the means they 
chose.

Bernie Sanders poses no threat 
to capitalism in the USA (to some 
individual capitalists, perhaps, but 
not to the system itself). The ruling 
class in the USA can continue to rely 
on bourgeois democracy to exert its 
class rule. It has no need of fascism.

Despite that, however, with a 
fascist in the White House, Ameri-
cans can confi dently expect various 
anti-democratic and anti-people phe-
nomena to suddenly become more 
commonplace. Expect assaults by 
police on popular demonstrations 
to increase greatly, especially dem-
onstrations by Black or Hispanic 
Americans. 

As progressive commenta-
tor William Rivers Pitt observed in 
Truthout, “Mr Trump moulded his 
entire campaign around hate, venge-
ance and violence. In doing so, he 
unleashed a monstrous tide.

“The people who pummelled 
protesters and elderly women wear-
ing oxygen tanks, who screamed 
‘Lock her up’ while wearing shirts 
that read ‘Grab her by the pussy’ at 
rallies, and who menaced people of 
colour who were trying to vote – 
they are his true master now. Nobody 
fears the Brownshirts more than their 
leader, because he is all too aware of 
what they are capable of doing.

“If Donald Trump does not 
follow his oft-repeated program to 
the letter, if he does not attempt to 
imprison Hillary Clinton for daring 
to challenge him, work to obliter-
ate the Affordable Care Act, move 
to de-fund Planned Parenthood, 
strive to revoke the hard-won rights 
of LGBTQ Americans, try to build 
a wall along the Mexican border, 
attempt to deport more than 10 mil-
lion people, try to ban all Muslims 
from entering the country, advocate 
for imposing even more surveillance 

and policing on Black communities, 
punish women for having an abor-
tion, torture the innocent – if he does 
not do these things, it’s entirely pos-
sible that the dogs he let slip from 
the leash will turn on him ... and he 
knows it.”

Pitt also noted: “To see the 
harm a true fanatic can do, one need 
look no further than the George W 
Bush administration. Torture and 
any number of other cruelties were 
carried out in the name of protect-
ing freedom. That the population at 
large never reckoned with these poli-
cies was just a side benefi t. Trump, 
for his part, has promised to bring 
back waterboarding and worse. He 
has also pledged to kill the families 
of suspected terrorists.”

Trump is a staunch denier (or 
derider) of climate change. He has 
promised to revive the coal industry 
and will gut or even shut down the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 
Expect to see a rush to expand drill-
ing for oil in the Arctic and the Gulf 
of Mexico. In fact, at the time of 
writing, the most likely appoint-
ee for Secretary of the Interior (the 
Administration person responsible 
for things like the environment) is an 
oil company executive!

Trump will not solve any of the 
problems that affl ict the American 
people. He will not “make America 
great again”. He will no doubt expand 
its aggressiveness even further how-
ever, in pursuit of that illusive “great-
ness”. Progressive American opinion 
is rightly appalled by the prospect of 
what is in store for them and their 
country. In the words of Brooklyn-
based writer and broadcaster John 
Knefel, “Americans are confronted 
now with the real issue of resistance. 
We have to resist.”

We have also already seen signs 
of a very welcome resistance to the 
potential Trump agenda. There were 
even protests rejecting Trump as 
President outside the White House 
the day after the election – by young 
people, in the main. That resistance 
points the way to the future in the 
USA. 

Taking Issue – Rob Gowland

The Fascist 
in the White House
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James Petras

In 2012 President Obama, Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton and Defence Secre-
tary Ashton Carter launched a new chapter 
in their quest for global dominance: a rea-
lignment of policies designed to shift priori-
ties from the Middle East to Asia. Dubbed 
the Pivot to Asia, it suggested that the US 
would concentrate its economic, military 
and diplomatic resources toward strength-
ening its dominant position and undercut-
ting China’s rising infl uence in the region.

The “pivot to Asia” did not shift existing 
resources from the Middle East; it added mili-
tary commitments to the region, while provok-
ing more confl icts with Russia and China.

The “pivot to Asia” meant that the US was 
extending and deepening its regional mili-
tary alliances in order to confront and encircle 
Russia and China. The goal would be to cripple 
their economies and foster social unrest lead-
ing to political instability and regime change.

The US onslaught for greater empire 
depended on the cooperation of proxies and 
allies to accomplish its strategic goals.

The so-called “pivot to Asia” had a two-
pronged approach, based on an economic 
trading pact and various military treaty agree-
ments. The entire US strategy of retaining 
global supremacy depended on securing and 
enhancing its control over its regional allies and 
proxies. Failure of the Obama regime to retain 
Washington’s vassal states would accelerate its 
decline and encourage more desperate political 
manoeuvres.

Military posturing
Without a doubt, every military decision 

and action made by the Obama Administration 
with regard to the Asia-Pacifi c Region has had 
only one purpose – to weaken China’s defence 
capabilities, undermine its economy and force 
Beijing to submit to Washington’s domination.

In pursuit of military supremacy, Washing-
ton has installed an advanced missile system 
in South Korea, increased its air and maritime 
armada and expanded its provocative activities 
along China’s coastline and its vital maritime 
trade routes. Washington has embarked on a 
military base expansion campaign in Australia, 
Japan and the Philippines.

This explains why Washington pressured its 
client regime in Manila under the former Presi-
dent Nonoy” Aquino, Jr, to bring its territori-
al dispute with China over the Spratly Islands 
before a relatively obscure tribunal in Holland. 
The European ruling, unsurprisingly in favour 
of Manila, would provide the US with a “legal” 
cover for its planned aggression against China 
in the South China Sea. The Spratly and Para-
cel Islands are mostly barren coral islands and 
shoals located within the world’s busiest ship-
ping trade routes, explaining China’s (both Bei-
jing and Taipei) refusal to recognise the “Court 
of Special Arbitration”.

The TPP
The US authored and promoted Trans 

Pacifi c Partnership (TTP) is a trade and invest-
ment agreement covering 12 Pacifi c countries 
designed to ensure US regional dominance 
while deliberately cutting out China. The TPP 
was to be the linchpin of US efforts to pro-
mote profi ts for overseas US multi-nationals 
by undercutting the rules for domestic produc-
ers, labour laws for workers and environmental 
regulations for consumers.

As a result of its unpopular domestic pro-
visions, which had alienated US workers and 
consumers, the electorate forced both Presiden-
tial candidates to withdraw their support for 
the TPP – what one scribbler for the Financial 
Times denounced as “the dangers of popular 
democracy”. The Washington empire builders 
envisioned the TPP as a tool for dictating and 
enforcing their “rules” on a captive Asia-Pacifi c 
trading system. From the perspective of US big 
business, the TPP was the instrument of choice 
for retaining supremacy in Asia by excluding 
China.

Eclipse
For over 70 years the US has dominated 

Asia, ravaging the continent with two major 
wars in Korea and Indo-China (Vietnam) with 
millions of casualties, and multiple coun-
ter-insurgency interventions in Indonesia, 
Thailand, Malaysia, the Philippines, Timor, 
Myanmar, Pakistan and Afghanistan. The stra-
tegic goal has been to expand its military and 
political power, exploit the economies and 
resources and encircle China and North Korea.

Under the Obama-Clinton-Kerry Regime, 
the imperial structures in Asia are coming apart.

Washington’s anti-China TPP is collaps-
ing and has been replaced by the Chinese 
sponsored Regional Comprehensive Econom-
ic Partnership (RCEP) with over 50 member 
countries worldwide, including the ten nations 
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASAEN), plus Australia, India, South Korea 
and New Zealand. Of course, China is fund-
ing most of the partnership and, to no one’s 
surprise, Washington has not been invited to 
join…

As a result of the highly favourable terms 
in the RCEP, each and every current and former 
US ally and colony has been signing on, shift-
ing trade allegiances to China, and effectively 
changing the confi guration of power.

Already Cambodia, Laos, Thailand and 
Indonesia have formalised growing economic 
ties with China. The debacle of the TPP has just 
accelerated the shift toward China’s new trade 
pact. The US is left to rely on its “loyalist four”, 
a stagnant Japan, Australia, South Korea and 
its impoverished former colony, Philippines, 
to bolster its quest to militarily encircle China.

Duterte’s pivot
For over a century (since the invasion of the 

Philippines in 1896), especially since the end 
of WW2, when the US asserted its primacy in 
Asia, Washington has used the strategic Philip-
pine Archipelago as a trampoline for control-
ling Southeast Asia. Control of the Philippines 
is fundamental to US Imperialism: Washing-
ton’s strategic superiority depends on its access 
to sea, air, communications and ground bases 
and operations located in the Philippines and a 
compliant Philippine ruling class.

The centrepiece of US strategy to encir-
cle and tighten control over China’s maritime 
routes to and from the world-economy is the 
massive build-up of US military installations 
in the Philippines.

The US self-styled “pivot to Asia” involves 
locating fi ve military bases directed at dom-
inating the South China Sea. The Pentagon 
expanded its access to four strategic air and one 
military base through the “Enhanced Defence 
Cooperation Agreement” signed by the Philip-
pine President Aquino in 2014 but held up by 
the Philippine Courts until April 2016. These 
include:

1. Antonio Bautista Airbase on the island 
of Palawan, located near the contested 
Spratly Islands in the South China Sea.

2. Basa Airbase 40 miles northwest of the 
Philippines capital of Manila, overlooking 
the South China Sea.

3. Lumbia Airbase located in the port of 
Cagayan de Oro, Mindanao, a huge US 
facility under construction.

4. Mactan – Benito Ebuen airbase located on 
Mactan Island off the coast of Cebu in the 
central Philippines.

5. Fort Magsaysay located in Nueva Ecija, 
on Luzon, the Philippine Army’s Central 
Training and command centre, its largest 
military installation which will serve the 
US as the training and indoctrination base 
for the Philippine army.
Pentagon planners had envisioned target-

ing Chinese shipping and air bases in the South 
China Sea from its new bases on western shores 
of the Philippines. This essentially threatens the 
stability of the entire region, especially the vital 
Chinese trade routes to the global economy.

Washington has been intensifying its inter-
vention in the South China Sea relying on 
decrees issued by its previous proxy President 
Benigno (Noynoy) Aquino III (2010-2016). 
These, however, were not ratifi ed by the Con-
gress and had been challenged by the Philippine 
Supreme Court.

Washington’s entire “pivot to Asia” has 
centred its vast military build-up on its access 
to the Philippines. This access is now at risk. 
Newly elected President Rodrigo Duterte, who 
succeeded Aquino in June 2016, is pursuing 
an independent foreign policy, with the aim 
of transforming the impoverished Philippines 
from a subservient US military colony to open-
ing large-scale, long-term economic trade and 
development ties with China and other region-
al economic powers. Duterte has openly chal-
lenged the US policy of using the Philippines 
to encircle and provoke China.

The Philippine “pivot to China” quickly 
advanced from colourful rhetoric to a major 
trade and investment meeting of President 
Duterte and a huge delegation of Philippine 
business leaders with his Chinese counter-
parts in Beijing in late October 2016. During 
his fi rst three months in offi ce Duterte blasted 
Washington for meddling in his ongoing cam-
paign against drug lords and dealers. Obama’s 
so-called “concerns for human rights” in the 
anti-drug campaign were answered with coun-
ter-charges that the US had accommodated 
notorious narco-politician-oligarchs to further 
its military base expansion program.

President Duterte’s war on drugs expanded 
well beyond the alleged US narco-elite alliance 
when he proposed two strategic changes: he 
promised to end the US-Philippine sea patrols 
of disputed waters designed to provoke Beijing 
in the South China Sea; and President Duterte 
announced he would end military exercis-
es with Washington, especially in Mindanao, 
because they threatened China and undermined 
Philippine sovereignty.

President Duterte, in pursuit of his inde-
pendent nationalist-agenda, has moved rapid-
ly and decisively to strengthen the Philippines 
“pivot” toward China, which in the context of 
Southeast Asia is really “normalizing” trade 
and investment relations with his giant neigh-
bour. During the third week of October (2016) 
President Duterte, his political team and 250 
business leaders met with China’s leaders to 
discuss multi-billion-dollar investment projects 
and trade agreements, as well as closer diplo-
matic relations.

The initial results, which promise to expand 
even more, are over US$13 billion dollars in 
trade and critical infrastructure projects. As the 
Philippine’s pivot to China advances, the quid 
pro quo will lead to a profound change in the 
politics and militarisation of Southeast Asian. 
Without total US control over the Philippines, 
Washington’s strategic arc of encirclement 
against China is broken.

According to a recent ruling by the Phil-
ippine Supreme Court, the controversial US 
military base agreement (Enhanced Defence 
Cooperation Agreement) imposed by the 
former President Aquino by fi at without con-
gressional ratifi cation can be terminated by the 
new President by executive order. This ruling 
punches some major holes in what the Penta-
gon had considered its “ironclad” stranglehold 
on the strategic Philippine bases.

The Duterte government has repeatedly 
announced its administration’s commitment 

Washington’s “Pivot”

A debacle unfolding

The “pivot to Asia” meant that the US 
was extending and deepening its regional 
military alliances in order to confront 
and encircle Russia and China. 
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to a program of economic modernisation and 
social reconstruction for Philippine society. 
That agenda can only be advanced through 
changes that include multi-billion dollar infra-
structure investments, loans and technical 
cooperation from China, whereas remaining 
a backward US military colony will not only 
threaten their Asian economic partners, but will 
condemn the Philippines to yet another genera-
tion of stagnation and corruption.

Unique in Southeast Asia, the Philippines 
has long been mired in underdevelopment, 
forcing half of its qualifi ed workforce to seek 
contract servitude abroad, while at home the 
society has become victims of drug and human 
traffi cking gangs linked to the oligarchs.

Conclusion
Washington’s “pivot to Asia”, enshrined in 

its effort to corral the Asian countries into its 
anti-China crusade is not going as the Obama-
Clinton-Kerry team had envisioned. It is prov-
ing to be a major foreign policy debacle for 
the outgoing and (presumably) incoming US 
presidential administrations.

The Pentagon’s military base strategy, 
stuck in a 1980s’ time-warped vision of South-
east Asia, is on the verge of imploding. The 
Philippines, its former colony and vassal state, 
is fi nally turning away from its total subservi-
ence to US military dictates and toward great-
er independence and stronger regional ties to 
China and the rest of Asia. Southeast Asia and 
the South China Sea are no longer part of a 
grand chessboard subject to Pentagon moves 
for domination.

In desperation, Washington may decide to 
resort to a military power grab – a coup in the 
Philippines, backed by a coalition of Manila-
based oligarchs, narco-bosses and generals. The 
problem with a precipitate move to “regime 
change” is that Rodrigo Duterte is immensely 
popular with the Philippine electorate – pre-
cisely for the reasons that the Washington elite 
and Manila oligarchs despise him.

The mayor of Manila, Joseph Estrada, him-
self a former victim of a Washington-instigated 
regime change, has stated that any US backed 
coup will face a million-member mass oppo-
sition and the bulk of the nationalist middle 
and powerful Chinese-oriented business class. 
A failed coup, like the disastrous coup in Ven-
ezuela in 2002 against Hugo Chávez could 
radicalise Duterte’s policy well beyond his 
staunchly nationalist agenda and further iso-
late the US.
Information Clearing House 

Paul Brown*

The massive economic and health losses 
that climate change is already causing 
across the world are detailed in six scientifi c 
papers published in July.

Perhaps most striking is the warning about 
large productivity losses already being experi-
enced due to heat stress, which can already be 
calculated for 43 countries. One of the papers 
estimates that in South-East Asia alone, “as 
much as 15% to 20% of annual work hours may 
already be lost in heat-exposed jobs”. And that 
fi gure may double by 2030 as the planet con-
tinues warming – with poor manual labourers 
who work outdoors being the worst affected.

The release of the papers coincided with the 
start of a conference on disaster risk reduction 
held in the Malaysian capital, Kuala Lumpur, 
and jointly sponsored by the International Insti-
tute for Global Health (UNU-IIGH) and the UN 
Development Program.

The aim was to alert delegates to the 
already pressing scale of the problem and the 
need to take measures to protect the health of 
people, and to outline the economic costs of not 
taking action.

Substantial health risks
In an introduction to the six-paper col-

lection, UNU-IIGH research fellows Jamal 
Hisham Hashim and José Siri write that human-
ity faces “substantial health risks from the deg-
radation of the natural life support systems 
which are critical for human survival. It has 
become increasingly apparent that actions to 
mitigate environmental change have powerful 
co-benefi ts for health.”

The author of the paper on heat stress, Tord 
Kjellstrom, director of the New Zealand-based 
Health and Environment International Trust, 
says: “Current climate conditions in tropical 
and subtropical parts of the world are already 
so hot during the hot seasons that occupation-
al health effects occur and work capacity for 
many people is affected.”

The worst area for this problem is South-
East Asia, with Malaysia being typical. In 2010, 
the country was already losing 2.8% of gross 
domestic product (GDP) because of people 
slowing or stopping work because of the heat. 
By 2030, this will rise to 5.9% – knocking $95 
billion off the value of the economy.

The most susceptible jobs include the low-
est-paid – heavy labour and low-skill agricul-
tural and manufacturing jobs. Even so, the 
global economic cost of reduced productivity 
may be more than US$2 trillion by 2030.

India and China are two of the worst-
affected economies. By 2030, the annual GDP 
losses could total US$450 billion, although 
mitigation may be made possible by a major 
shift in working hours, which is among sev-
eral measures employers will need to take to 
reduce losses.

The list of 43 countries includes many in 
the hottest parts of the world, but countries in 
Europe – among them, Germany and the UK – 
are also on the list, along with the US.

Increased demand 
for energy

One of the side-effects of this increased 
heat is the demand for cooling, which is plac-
ing a major strain on electricity infrastructure. 
Kjellstrom notes that the additional energy 
needed for a single city the size of Bangkok 
for each one degree Celsius increase of average 
ambient temperature can be as much as 2,000 
MW, which is more than the output of a major 
power plant.

The rising demand for cooling also con-
tributes to warming the world. Air condi-
tioners not only pump heat out directly, the 
electricity required is typically produced by 
burning fossil fuels, adding to atmospheric 
greenhouse gases.

People acclimatised to air conditioning also 
become less heat-tolerant, further increasing 
demand for cooling. But heat stress is only one 
of the problems addressed by the papers.

Natural catastrophes
From 1980 to 2012, roughly 2.1 million 

people worldwide died as a direct result of nearly 
21,000 natural catastrophes, such as fl oods, mud-
slides, drought, high winds or fi res.

The number of people being exposed to dis-
asters has increased dramatically – in cyclone-
prone areas, the population has grown in 40 
years from 72 million to 121 million.

The papers also say:
• “Disastrously heavy rains can expand 

insect breeding sites, drive rodents from 
their burrows, and contaminate freshwater 
resources, leading to the spread of disease 
and compromising safe drinking water 
supplies.”

• “Warmer temperatures often promote the 
spread of mosquito-borne parasitic and viral 
diseases by shifting the vectors’ geographic 
range and shortening the pathogen 
incubation period.”

• “Climate change can worsen air quality 
by triggering fi res and dust storms and 
promoting certain chemical reactions 
causing respiratory illness and other health 
problems.”

They say that central and south China can 
anticipate the highest number of casualties from 
this combination of disasters that will befall 
them as a result of continuing climate change. 
This knowledge may help to explain why China 
has been so proactive in tackling global warm-
ing in the last year.

The authors underline the fact that fast-ris-
ing numbers of people are being exposed to 
the impacts of climate change, with much of 
the increase occurring in cities in fl ood-prone 
coastal areas or on hills susceptible to mud-
slides or landslides. Especially vulnerable are 
people living in poverty, including about one 
billion in slums.

Urban planners, the authors say, can help 
by designing cities “in ways that enhance 
health, sustainability, and resilience all at 
once” – for example, by incorporating better 
building design, facilitating a shift to renew-
able energy, and fostering the protection and 
expansion of tree cover, wetlands and other 
carbon sinks.
Climate News Network
* Paul Brown, a founding editor of the Climate 
News Network, is a former environment 
correspondent of The Guardian and still writes 
columns for the paper. 

Climate change’s costs 
are still escalating

“Current climate conditions in tropical and subtropical parts of the world are already so hot during the hot seasons that occupational health effects 

occur and work capacity for many people is affected.”

Scientific reports released for a recent conference on 
disaster risk reduction warn that people are already 
dying and economies being hit by climate change – 

and that the dangers are growing.
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Jesse Jackson

America’s election system is a 
disgrace, as the 2016 presidential 
election once more demonstrates. 
This isn’t sour grapes. I’m disap-
pointed that my candidate lost but 
the election is over, the results are 
in. What every American ought to 
be outraged at, however, is that the 
United States is still not a democ-
racy of one person, one vote. Our 
electoral system is suppressing the 
right to vote for millions.

Start with the obvious. Hillary 
Clinton won the election, by a margin 
that may amount to 2 million votes. 
No need for a recount; she won big. 
But Donald Trump will be inaugurat-
ed president largely because he won 
three states – Wisconsin, Pennsylva-
nia and Michigan – by a total margin 
of, at last count, 112,000 votes.

The US doesn’t count presiden-
tial elections by one person, one 
vote. Instead the system counts elec-
toral votes with the winner taking 
all in every state except Maine and 
Nebraska. This not only gives great-
er weight to small, rural states over 
large populous ones like California; 
it also makes for perverse campaign-
ing in a few, closely divided “swing 
states,” with much of the country 
essentially ignored. The president of 
the United States governs all Ameri-
cans, not just Americans grouped by 
state. This is the second election in 
16 years in which the winner of the 
popular vote lost the election. This 
dangerously saps the legitimacy of 
the presidency. The Electoral College 
system survives only because most 
Americans know little about it.

America makes it hard to vote. 
Registration is not automatic on turn-
ing 18, allowing states to erect dif-
ferent hurdles for registering. Voting 
is usually on a workday that is not 
a national holiday. States set the 
laws allowing for infi nite schemes 
designed to make it harder for some 
to vote. Voting is the most fundamen-
tal right in a democracy – and the US 
perversely empowers petty, partisan 
offi cials in various states to whittle 
away at it.

2016 was the fi rst presidential 
election in 50 years without the full 
protection of the Voting Rights Act, 
gutted by the right-wing gang of 
fi ve on the Supreme Court in Shelby 
County v. Holder. With Republi-
cans shocked at Obama’s majority 
margins in 2008, Republican gov-
ernors and legislatures pushed vari-
ous schemes to make voting harder 
for the young, for people of colour, 

and for working and poor people. 
Despite fi erce legal battles, 14 states 
had various forms of voter suppres-
sion schemes in effect in 2016.

Various tricks and traps were put 
into effect. Early voting days were 
reduced. Sunday voting – a favourite 
for African-American churches that 
organised to take our souls to the 
polls – was outlawed. Polling places 
were reduced in numbers, particu-
larly in poor or African-American 
districts. Hours were restricted. New 
forms of voter ID were required, 
usually to disadvantage students or 
minorities disproportionately. Elec-
tronic machines with no paper record 
are widely used, virtually inviting 
vote manipulation. Voter rolls were 
purged – allegedly to address fraud 
– but with lists that always target 
African-American and Latino voters 
disproportionately.

In many states, former felons 
who had paid their debt to society are 
permanently deprived of the right to 
vote. Six million citizens have been 
stripped of the right to vote, dispro-
portionately people of colour. In four 
states – including Florida and Virgin-
ia – more than one in fi ve African-
Americans has been disenfranchised.

In Wisconsin, the Republican 
governor and legislature pushed 
through new voter ID requirements. 
Three hundred thousand voters 
lacked the required ID; voter turn-
out was the lowest in two decades. In 
Milwaukee, where 70 percent of the 
state’s African-Americans live, turn-
out was down 13 percent. The sup-
pressed votes were likely far more 
than the margin of victory.

In North Carolina, the governor 
and legislature openly cheered the 
success of their efforts to curb early 
voting among African-Americans 
that resulted from slashing 158 poll-
ing places in the 40 counties with 
large numbers of African-American 
voters. On average, black voters 
stand in lines two times as long as 
white voters, in a conscious and sys-
tematic effort to make voting harder, 
particularly for those working jobs 
without fl exible hours.

This list can go on, and it is an 
indefensible disgrace. This isn’t com-
plicated. The American people should 
demand passage of a constitutional 
amendment guaranteeing the right to 
vote and empowering the Congress 
to pass rules to protect that right. The 
candidate that wins the most votes 
should win presidential elections. 
Nothing radical, just common sense. 
National rules should make registra-
tion automatic and voting easy, not 

hard. The Voting Rights Act should 
be revived and strengthened. The 
Justice Department right now should 
be prosecuting states that violated 
basic voting rights.

When America was founded, 
only white, male property owners 
had the right to vote. Americans 
demonstrated and died, and fought 
a Civil War to end slavery, expand 
citizenship to all and expand the 
right to vote. Now partisan offi cials 
are trifl ing with the very founda-
tion of our democracy. No republic 
can survive long without legitima-
cy. Donald Trump rightly called the 
Electoral College a disgrace, before 
he won offi ce on the basis of it. If he 
cares about this country, he will lead 
the effort to reform our election laws, 
rather than accepting a system that 
perverts the will of the people.

The Reverend Jesse Jackson 
is the founder and president of the 
Rainbow PUSH Coalition. He was 
a leader in the civil rights movement 
alongside Dr Martin Luther King, Jr 
and was twice a candidate for Presi-
dent of the United States.
People’s World 

Attack on voting rights

A Women’s voter outreach group in 1935 with how-to-vote in English and Yiddish.

“Losing control” 
of prisons
Steve Sweeney

BRITAIN: The government was 
accused of “losing control” of 
prisons last week after having to 
resort to a High Court injunction 
to get staff back to work from 
picket lines mounted over safety. 
Prison Offi cers Association (POA) 
general secretary Steve Gillan 
warned that the “volatile and 
dangerous state of prisons” mean 
that staff are no longer safe.

An estimated 10,000 staff are 
believed to have taken part in the 
action with protests at jails across 
the country. Shadow justice secre-
tary Richard Burgon said the action 
was the “clearest sign yet” of a crisis, 
saying the government has “lost 
control.”

In an urgent Commons question 
he said there were 6,000 fewer offi c-
ers on the front line than in 2010, and 
accused Justice Secretary Liz Truss 
of being “in denial.”

“The Justice Secretary needs to 
reassure the public and staff imme-
diately that prisons are safe places to 
work,” he said. Ms Truss told MPs 
that the POA action was “unneces-
sary and unlawful.” She said that 
talks had been due to continue but 
that instead “the POA failed to 
respond to our proposals and called 
this unlawful action without giving 
any notice.”

The Ministry of Justice won a 
High Court injunction, with govern-
ment lawyers accusing the POA of 
trying to impose “its own limited 
regime” against the wishes of prison 
bosses.

The Jo Cox murder trial was 
among those brought to a halt by 
the protests. Suspect Thomas Mair 
was due to appear at the Old Bailey 
but he was not in the dock as staff at 

Belmarsh Prison were among those 
that joined the action.

The protests come after a series 
of incidents including a riot at Bed-
ford Prison, where 200 inmates went 
on the rampage earlier this month.

A statement from the POA 
national executive committee said 
that it was “with regret” that they 
had been “forced to direct all POA 
members to take protest action” fol-
lowing the latest offer from govern-
ment negotiators to address health 
and safety concerns.

“Chronic staff shortages and 
impoverished regimes have resulted 
in staff no longer being safe, a lack of 
discipline and prisoners taking con-
trol of areas,” the statement read.

The union says that protests took 
place at most jails across the country, 
with a reported 80 per cent of staff 
taking part. Prison vans backed up 
outside HMP Manchester with no 
staff to process prisoners. Manches-
ter POA committee member Derek 
Stanton, who has worked in the 
prison service for 28 years, claimed 
the situation is the “most danger-
ous I have ever seen it.” He said that 
assaults on staff have increased 48 
per cent in the last year.

And shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell joined calls for urgent 
action. 

“We repeatedly warned the gov-
ernment of the consequences of their 
job cuts and the pressures prison 
offi cers are under,” he said. “Now 
urgent action is needed to address the 
appalling problems POA members 
are facing. The government needs to 
get back round the negotiating table 
to ensure our prisons are safe.”

The POA is seeking urgent talks 
with the government to resolve the 
dispute.
Morning Star 
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Bangladesh is a country of grow-
ing international signifi cance. Its 
population of 171 million is now 
the world’s seventh biggest, its 
current growth rate is the world’s 
second highest, and it stands 
strategically between India and 
China.

It is also a country with strong 
revolutionary traditions – some very 
recent. In the 19th and 20th centuries, 
Bengal (the area covered by the Gan-
ges-Brahmaputra river delta system, 
including Bangladesh and the West 
Bengal region of India today) was the 
centre of resistance to the British Raj 
which led to intensifying attempts by 
the British to divide Bengal on reli-
gious lines between Hindus and Mus-
lims. This ultimately led to partition 
and the incorporation of East Bengal 
into Pakistan in 1947.

Bangladesh was created in 1972 
in response to Pakistan’s sectarian 
and dictatorial politics. The liberation 
war to defend the Bengali language 
and Bengal’s secular and progressive 
traditions faced genocidal levels of 
repression. Support came from India 
and the Soviet Union and resulted in 
the creation of the new state.

The fi rst Bangladesh government 
of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman repre-
sented a broad political coalition, 
including socialists, and was com-
mitted to high levels of public own-
ership and nationalisation. In 1975, 
it was overthrown in a military coup 
and the president assassinated.

Thereafter there was a succes-
sion of military-backed governments, 
most committed to the development 
of a neo-liberal economy and some 
also to the promotion of Muslim 
fundamentalism.

These governments encountered 
high levels of popular resistance led 
by the left and rooted particularly 
among the rural poor and the grow-
ing trade union movement.

In some areas rural labourers 
seized land and successfully devel-
oped co-operative production.

In 1991, in the face of this grow-
ing movement, democracy was 
fi nally restored. Since then power 

has alternated between the centrist 
Awami League, which has a tenden-
cy to compromise with the right, and 
the reactionary right-wing Bangla-
desh National Party that also gives 
cover to religious fundamentalism.

While economic growth has 
been fast and levels of poverty 
have decreased, inequality has also 
soared. There has been large-scale 
rural depopulation and a massive 
growth in urban populations avail-
able for very cheap labour production 
– above all, in textiles where Bang-
ladesh is now the second-biggest 
global producer.

This is the background to the 
recent Congress of the Communist 
Party of Bangladesh, the main organ-
ised force to the left of the current 
Awami League government. Starting 
with a mass rally of 10,000 support-
ers, the Congress debated a program 
committed to developing a left demo-
cratic alternative.

The objective of this program is 
to shift the balance of power away 
from the current governing elite and 
end the neo-liberal policies that are 
still further increasing inequality and 
social polarisation.

As Professor MM Akash of 
Dhaka University’s school of eco-
nomics explained to international 
guests, it is not an immediately revo-
lutionary program. “It aims to build 
an alliance between workers in indus-
try, the rural poor, and small produc-
ers against a system that is wasteful, 
corrupt, and denies social justice.”

Akash has direct experience of 
this political corruption. After the 
2013 Rana Plaza disaster, in which 
1,100 textile workers were killed, he 
was commissioned by the judicial 
authorities to provide an economic 
assessment of the compensation due 
to the families. His fi ndings required 
an average of US$25,000 to be paid 
to each bereaved family for life-
long loss of earnings. His report was 
delivered within weeks.

Three years later not a penny has 
been paid. The Employers Associa-
tion refused to sign. The government 
has failed to intervene. Akash noted 
that 30 members of the Bangladesh 
parliament have fi nancial interests in 

textile factories. This, he said, is just 
one particularly shocking example of 
how the current system operates.

State welfare programs are sys-
tematically robbed. Across most of 
the textile industry, the government 
has colluded in the banning of trade 
unions, and the wealth extracted is 
increasingly invested abroad. Basic 
infrastructure needs, such as reliable 
energy supplies, health, and educa-
tion, are starved of funds.

The great danger, Akash stressed, 
is that this provides the social context 
for the re-emergence of religious fun-
damentalism. This was used politi-
cally by the dictatorial regimes of 
the 1980s in a period when large 
numbers of labourers sought work in 
Saudi Arabia and brought back fun-
damentalist beliefs.

In recent years there has been 
growing intolerance of any form of 
sexual liberation and sporadic terror-
ist violence. In 2013 the Communist 
Party’s headquarters were bombed. 

The Communist Party’s immediate 
objective is to create a popular alli-
ance – directed against a very small, 
very wealthy elite – that can unite 
workers, rural producers and increas-
ingly marginalised small businesses.

Its economic program demands 
the development of co-operative pro-
duction, particularly in high-yielding 
areas of agriculture, and strong state 
investment in infrastructure, educa-
tion, and welfare.

Akash emphasised the impor-
tance of co-operative production. It 
is essential, especially in rural areas, 
to start reversing the pernicious indi-
vidualising effects of bank lending 
schemes such as that by the Grameen 
Bank.

“These have benefited only a 
small minority and are creating a 
mass base for neo-liberal ideas. 
Instead we need to build on the 
experience of cooperative produc-
tion to develop political commit-
ment to further socialist advance. The 

underlying economic fundamentals 
of the Bangladesh economy are very 
strong. So also are our people’s com-
mitment to Bengal’s traditions of sec-
ularism and social justice.”

The political resolution adopted 
at the Congress concluded by empha-
sising that “along with the basic task 
of building the left-democratic alter-
native, it is important to fi ght the 
rising danger of fascist communal 
forces, defeating them, protecting 
democracy, and expanding demo-
cratic rights.”

It notes the importance of 
strengthening vigilance against those 
elements in Bangladesh that still 
oppose its liberation struggle and 
for ensuring the prosecution of those 
guilty of war crimes in 1972.

It ends by calling for the mobi-
lisation of a mass alliance to secure 
these ends without in any way com-
promising the independent position 
of the Communist Party.
Morning Star 
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There has been large-scale rural depopulation and a massive growth in urban populations available for very cheap 

labour production – above all, in textiles where Bangladesh is now the second-biggest global producer.

Bangladesh

Where next for the left?

Athens Obama protests
Outgoing US President Barack 
Obama faced mass protests in 
Athens last week as he arrived 
to shore up NATO and globalisa-
tion. More than 5,000 police were 
deployed across the Greek capital 
in a bid to enforce a ban on dem-
onstrations, after the Communist 
Party of Greece (KKE) called for 
protests.

Main roads along the route of 
Obama’s motorcade were closed and 
boats banned from sailing near his 
coastal hotel. The KKE said the Syr-
iza-Anel coalition government had 
“exposed” itself by welcoming the 
“leader of an imperialist power,” and 
demanded a Greek exit from NATO 
and the European Union.

Acknowledging the message 
sent by Donald Trump’s presidential 
election victory and Brexit, Obama 
belatedly admitted that governments 
should heed their peoples’ fears of 
economic dislocation and inequality 
in the midst of globalisation.

“The more aggressively and 
effectively we deal with those 
issues, the less those fears may chan-
nel themselves into counterproduc-
tive approaches that can pit people 
against each other,” he said at a 
press conference with Prime Minis-
ter Alexis Tsipras.

“Sometimes people just feel as 
if we want to try something and see 
if we can shake things up,” Obama 
lamented. He told Greek President 
Prokopis Pavlopoulos that a strong 
NATO was of “utmost importance” 
and would provide “signifi cant con-
tinuity even as we see a transition in 
government in the United States.”

Trump said during his elec-
tion campaign that the US might 
abandon the imperialist alliance if 
other member states fail to spend at 
least two per cent of their GDP on 
defence.

Obama exhorted Tsipras to stag-
ger on beneath the twin burden of 
EU bailout demands and the refugee 

infl ux – which the KKE pointed out 
was caused by Washington’s war on 
Syria.

He assured the Syriza leader: 
“Austerity alone cannot deliver pros-
perity and it is going to be important 
both with respect to debt relief and 
other accommodative strategies to 
help the Greek people in this period 
of adjustment.”

Meanwhile, a new round of talks 
kicked off in Athens between fi nance, 
energy and development ministers 
and the creditor troika of the Euro-
pean Commission, European Cen-
tral Bank and International Monetary 
Fund.

They brought demands for more 
spending cuts and privatisations in 
the already impoverished coun-
try, while troika inspectors met the 
labour minister to discuss attacks on 
pensions and workers’ rights.
Morning Star 

Mass protests in Athens during Obama’s visit.
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Manipulative 
mainstream media
As shown so well in the article 
“Crimes of aggression” (Guard-
ian, November 2) the mainstream 
media’s reporting on Iraq and 
Syria couldn’t be more starkly 
different. One country (Iraq) has 
a puppet government installed by 
the occupying powers, viewed as 
legitimate by our media.

The other (Syria) has an elect-
ed government supported by over 
90 percent of the people, but treated 
as illegitimate by our media. In one 
(Iraq), permission for foreign forces 
to enter is meaningless. In the other 
(Syria), permission was given to the 
Russian air force to enter, but not for 
the US or Australian forces which are 
there illegally.

But you wouldn’t know this 
from the mainstream media. In 
Iraq, the Jihadis are viewed as the 
enemy. In Syria, the Syrian govern-
ment and Russian forces are viewed 
as the enemy. When the Russian and 
Syrian forces strike a blow against 

the Jihadis it is reported as an attack 
on civilians and a war crime. In Iraq, 
civilian casualties are rarely report-
ed and even the most insignifi cant 
action against the Jihadis, down to 
puff pieces about Australians training 
Iraqi forces, are given prominence in 
our media.

The much-vaunted Iraqi army’s 
advance on Mosul is so slow it 
seems designed to allow the Jihadis 
to escape and re-form in Syria rather 
than be defeated in Iraq.

This insidious propaganda effort 
is pronounced even in the so-called 
liberal-left media, and extends to our 
public broadcaster, the ABC. For-
tunately, the infl uence of the main-
stream media has declined, because 
the more that people view the nightly 
news or read the daily newspapers, 
the more uninformed they would be 
about the US war on Syria.

David Bastin
ACT 

The current 
menacing windmills
Re “Remembering the Interna-
tional Brigade” (Guardian Novem-
ber 16).The Spanish War with its 
victories and defeats, fear and of 
heroism and the power of the Don. 
With the changing generations 
conversation has turned to cur-
rent fears – and current menac-
ing windmills. The ugly, menacing 
knights of hatred were no more 
illusions today than they were in 
1936. 

An Austrian woman told of the 
likelihood that her country would 
soon have a proto-fascist president. 
Those from Scandinavia already had 
racists in their governments. France 
and the Netherlands faced similar 
dangers in coming months. In Ger-
many as well, the foreigner-hating, 
Islamophobic, extremely right-wing 
Alternative for Germany has devel-
oped alarming roots in nearly all the 
country.

There are too many parallels. In 
Spain, a Swiss volunteer saw neigh-
bours carrying a wildly traumatised 
mother when her little daughter was 
killed by bullets from a low-fl ying 
German fi ghter plane. “What have we 
ever done to the Germans?” the farm-
ers ask. I recall reading of 12-year-old 
Ali in Iraq, who dreamt of becoming 
a doctor until an air attack robbed 
him of both arms – and both parents. 
“What have we done to the Ameri-
cans?” he asked. And are the thou-
sands of men, women with children, 
even babies, still risking their lives in 
the Mediterranean, so very different 
from those who fl ed across the Pyr-
enees and were herded onto bare, cold 
French beaches in 1939?

When our passionately anti-fas-
cist organiser Almudena called the 
names of all the countries represent-
ed – she was cheered when she added 
Syria to the list, calling for solidarity 
– needed as much today as 80 years 
ago.

“The responsibility of knights 
errant,” Don Quixote insisted, was 
not “to discover whether the affl ict-
ed, the enchained and the oppressed 

whom they encounter on the road are 
reduced to these circumstances and 
suffer this distress for their vices, 
or for their virtues: the knight’s sole 
responsibility is to succour them as 
people in need, having eyes only for 
their sufferings…”

In words so relevant today, if not 
to be taken exactly literally, he cried:

“Do you see over yonder, friend 
Sancho, thirty or forty hulking 
giants? I intend to do battle with them 
and slay them.”

Jo Dunleavy
Wodonga

Donald Trump and 
“getting things done”
Part of the attraction of Donald 
Trump in the US is that as a rich 
business man he has the image of 
someone with authority who gets 
things done. Workers don’t gener-
ally question their boss as he pays 
your wages and if you don’t do as 
you’re told you don’t have a job. 
In Australia we may like the busi-
ness acumen of Gina Rinehart, 
Andrew Forrest, Kerry Stokes or 
Malcolm Turnbull but would you 
want to vote for them to represent 
your interests in parliament and 
make laws for the good of all?

In the late 1940’s after World 
War II a group of sociologists and 
anthropologists were commissioned 
in the USA to undertake research to 
see if what happened in Nazi Germa-
ny with the rise fascism under Adolf 
Hitler could also happen in the US.

The research which sociolo-
gists Max Horkheimer and Theodor 
Adorno and others conducted arrived 
at the conclusion that the conditions 
for the development of fascism were 
present in US society. This included 
high levels of prejudice, repression 
of instinctual tendencies, an almost 
blind support and acceptance of the 
prevailing economic conditions and 
support for those economic interests 
even when they may go against their 
own social and economic interests.

The outcome of the research was 
called “The Authoritarian Personal-
ity, Studies in Prejudice” and it is also 
salient to observe the type of people 
who were attracted to the message of 
Donald Trump throughout this cur-
rent US Presidential campaign.

That is not to say I am waving 
the fl ag for Democratic Party candi-
date Hillary Clinton, who is just as 
repugnant as Trump, but for differ-
ent reasons.

A win for either candidate is a 
loss for the republic and democratic 
institutions upon which the United 
States of America was founded.

It is therefore a rich irony that 
the American-Mexican heavy metal 
band Brujeria toured the US with 
their, Make America Hate Again 
(a play on the slogan by Trump of 
“Make America Great Again”) to 
packed crowds and headlining out-
door festivals and included a song 
called, “Viva, Presidente Trump”, as 
part of their repertoire.

Richard Titelius
WA

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

President-elect Donald Trump’s words may 
be telling his supporters not to attack Mus-
lims, but as he hires leaders of various white 
nationalist hate groups and Islamophobic 
war hawks to the White House staff, his 
actions appear to be saying otherwise.

The Washington-based Muslim civil rights 
group Council on American-Islamic Relations 
(CAIR) is monitoring a troubling spike in anti-
Muslim and racist incidents since last Tues-
day’s election. Additionally, Buzzfeed has a 
constantly-updated list of anti-Muslim, anti-
Black racist, anti-Semitic, and anti-immigrant 
crimes and incidents.

Most recently Trump named Stephen 
Bannon, anti-Muslim conspiracist and leader of 
white nationalist and Islamophobic movements, 
on November 13 as a top adviser to his White 
House. “The appointment of Stephen Bannon 
as a top Trump administration strategist sends 
the disturbing message that anti-Muslim con-
spiracy theories and White nationalist ideol-
ogy will be welcome in the White House,” 
said CAIR National Executive Director Nihad 
Awad. “We urge President-elect Trump to 
reconsider this ill-advised appointment if he 
truly seeks to unite Americans.”

Fears of Muslim conspiracies and terror-
ist threats in the United States are overblown 
according to the data on such threats, and in 
contrast to the much greater numbers of terror 
incidents being perpetrated by white nation-
alists and white militia groups. Nonetheless, 
as scholar and observer of right-wing white 
nationalist groups Naomi Braine wrote in The 
Public Eye in 2015, such fears have real and 
dire consequences for Muslims living in the 
US. 

“Mainstream conservative politicians and 
media personalities protest depictions of right-
wing militants as anything more than troubled 
but patriotic Americans, while Muslim men – 
particularly young men – are constantly moni-
tored as intrinsic security risks. In the process, 
Muslims lose Constitutional protections for 
belief, speech, and association – forced to 
inhabit an ambiguous territory as “un-Ameri-
can” and presumptively “foreign”. Trump has 
spoken out in support of such fear-driven anti-
Muslim tactics, and has promised to either ban 
the religion or to force all Muslims to “register” 
as part of his administration.

Former House Speaker Newt Gingrich, 
who early on hoped to become Trump’s running 

mate and now is reportedly being considered 
for a high level position in the administration, 
has done perhaps more than anyone in the con-
servative movement to stoke Islamophobia 
among right-wing leaders. 

Gingrich gave an interview with Fox News 
following the 2015 terrorist attacks in Paris, 
France: “Western civilisation is in a war,” Mr 
Gingrich said. “We should frankly test every 
person here who is of a Muslim background, 
and if they believe in Sharia, they should be 
deported.” The American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) has sharply denounced such religious 
tests and bans as unconstitutional.

According to the Southern Poverty Law 
Centre, former Ohio secretary of state Ken 
Blackwell, who is heading up Trump’s domes-
tic policy team, is also a senior member of the 
secretive right-wing policy group Council on 
National Policy (CNP). The CNP “is especially 
remarkable because its membership has includ-
ed a large number of extremists, people who 
regularly defame LGBT people with utter false-
hoods, attack Muslims as dangerous enemies 
of freedom, engage in the kind of wild-eyed 
conspiracy theorising for which the John Birch 
Society is famous, and even suggest that certain 

people should be stoned to death in line with 
Old Testament law.”

Anti-immigrant xenophobia and racism 
also characterise Trump’s picks. Kris Kobach, 
the most well-known of Trump’s anti-Islam and 
anti-immigrant White House hires, advises the 
SPLC-designated hate group Federation for 
American Immigration Reform (FAIR), and has 
been the architect of voter suppression strate-
gies in Kansas and already is promising to carry 
out Trump’s threat to build a wall along the US-
Mexican border.”

Indeed, Trump’s hires, combined with his 
campaign pledges that would endanger Ameri-
can Muslims and their extended families both 
here and abroad, has the Muslim community 
reportedly feeling frightened and unsure of 
what to do next. 

Especially hard hit are families with young 
children, some of whom report that their kids’ 
friends at school have already begun ostracis-
ing them.

Muslim community members who believe 
their rights have been violated are being asked 
to contact local police and CAIR’s Civil Rights 
Department.
People’s World 
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Righting Welfare Wrongs is a 
must-read for anyone moved by 
the fi lm I, Daniel Blake (by Ken 
Loach, currently showing in Aus-
tralia) anyone who cares for our 
welfare state and any activists 
outraged by the stigmatisation of 
the unemployed.

It is hugely important in chal-
lenging the “justice” discourse of 
the powers that be by uncovering the 
brutality of the austerity regime.

The government may proclaim 
that it is unfair if some scroungers 
choose a life on benefi ts at the cost of 
hard-working people. But how fair is 
it if the vulnerable have their means 
of existence taken away from them? 
Is it justice if a pregnant woman is 
left without food or humane that a 
man gets sanctioned for missing an 
appointment for being hospitalised 
after a suicide attempt? 

These are only a few of the 
examples cited in this book, a diary 
of the advocacy work outside job 
centres by the Scottish Unemployed 

Workers’ Network (SUWN). It gives 
readers an insight into the daily reali-
ties faced by people battling for sur-
vival under a coercive and punitive 
benefi t system. 

While I, Daniel Blake provides a 
heart-breaking account of how brutal 
the benefi t system is, this book goes 
well beyond the fi lm in provoking 
anger and sadness about the welfare 
system’s wrongs. It also demonstrates 
the collective power of fi ghting back, 
showing what can be achieved if a 
bunch of dedicated people come 
together and set up an organisation 
for and by the unemployed.

Locating an advice stall right 
outside the job centre, informing 
people about their rights, offering 
to accompany claimants to their 
appointments and being there for 
people when things go wrong inside 
the centre have proved very success-
ful. Dundee has the highest sanction 
rate in Scotland but they went down 
by 40 percent once the SUWN started 
to stand up and fi ght back.

By including a short history of 
the organising efforts of the unem-
ployed and the impact that had on 
the development of the welfare state, 
Righting the Welfare Wrongs offers a 
lot of food for thought.

It also analyses the role of unem-
ployment in a capitalist society and 
how the neo-liberal culture of self-
blame justifi es the punishment of the 
“undeserving poor.”

And it makes a case for an uncon-
ditional basic income, which is high 
enough to live on not just exist, as an 
addition to, not replacement of, the 
welfare state. 

This book is a unique look at 
history from below and encourages 
readers to do something against the 
injustices of the welfare regime by 
demonstrating the power that lies in 
mutual support and solidarity. We 
need more books like it.
Righting Welfare Wrongs: 
Dispatches and Analysis from 
the Front Line of the Fight 
Against Austerity by the Scottish 
Unemployed Workers Network.
Copies of the book 
can be purchased at 
www.allofusfi rst.bigcartel.com
Morning Star 
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Nim Ajpu is a name that’s known to all 
Quiche Maya peoples. A nahual or spirit 
that accompanies and protects us in the 
Maya cosmovision, Nim Ajpu was the 
twin brother of Ixb’alamkej who together 
defeated the death gods and who went on 
numerous adventures that forever changed 
the face of existence. The story of these hero 
twins is told at length in the Popol Wuj, the 
famous text that accounts for the cosmolo-
gies, origins and spiritual histories of the 
Maya Quiche.

Nim Ajpu is also the name of the Associa-
tion of Maya Lawyers and Notaries in Guate-
mala. The association supports the individual 
and collective rights of Indigenous Peoples 
through strategic litigation. Because the Maya 
represent over 60% of the population – which 
is largely discriminated against by state insti-
tutions – Nim Ajpu is unable to defend all 
Maya peoples in court, so it chooses instead 
to take strategic cases that can help set legal 
precedents. Their goal is to advance Indigenous 
rights in the legal and political system, eventu-
ally taking cases to the Inter-American system 
of human rights when domestic resolutions reit-
erate racist patterns.

Legal practice with Maya 
awareness

In 2004, a group of about 20 Maya lawyers 
gathered to fi nd ways to better defend Indige-
nous communities through their legal practice. 
They were aware of what it entails to advo-
cate from Indigenous experiences in the state 
judicial system. Stirred up by the enthusiasm 
of Amilcar Pop – the fi rst Maya politician in 
Guatemala’s Congress – they envisioned a legal 
organisation related to Maya communities and 
founded Nim Ajpu.

The organisation expanded in member-
ship and strategies. It now counts over 100 
members supported by councils and board 
members. Members include a vast array of 
law professionals, from lawyers to judges, 
public defenders and notaries; most lawyers 
have only supported cases of the association 
occasionally.

The core engine of Nim Ajpu are fi ve full-
time lawyers who lead the strategic litigation 
– Juan Castro, Cristian Otzin, Edgar de Leon, 
Mellina Salvador and Claudia Chopen. They 
rely on the support of a small administrative 
team of eight people in an offi ce in the capital. 
There are more affi liated lawyers from various 
nations across Guatemala who contribute on 
a voluntary basis, such as Rosa Ixcol (Maya 
K’iche’) and Ixquik Poz (Maya Licue).

In addition to litigation, Nim Ajpu works 
on political incidence, research and training. 
The Maya lawyers also challenge new laws pre-
sented in Congress and discuss policy in media 
venues. They play a crucial role in shaping 
ideas, whether it is by contesting government 
attempts to regulate prior consultation (2012) 
or to pass laws privatising corn seeds (2015). 
They train judges in legal pluralism, familiaris-
ing them with Indigenous concepts of law and 
justice.

They teach university students, including 
at the Maya University. And every December, 
Nim Ajpu organises a two-day congress that 

brings together about 70 Indigenous lawyers to 
brainstorm current challenges.

Emblematic cases
Most cases tackle self-determination, 

whether it is to recover lands stolen by the state 
or to establish the authority of Indigenous sys-
tems of justice. Dozens of cases have already 
set important precedents for Indigenous Peo-
ples in Guatemala.

For instance, a major win in 2004 estab-
lished the autonomy of Indigenous justice in the 
Supreme Court. Maya lawyers defended Juan 
Zapeta, a Maya authority accused of adminis-
tering justice in Santa Cruz de Quiche. It was 
one of the fi rst cases in which Guatemalan 
courts recognised the rights of Maya commu-
nities to exercise their own forms of justice.

In 2010, Maya lawyers recovered commu-
nal land illegitimately appropriated by the state. 
The state had granted Indigenous land to tel-
ephone companies during the armed confl ict 
(1973) in an act that ignored the prior exist-
ence of an Indigenous municipality. The recov-
ery of land in the case of Chichicastenango set 
an important precedent in recognising Indig-
enous forms of government and accreditation 
mechanisms.

That same year, Maya lawyers set a prec-
edent for rights to prior consultation. When the 
mayor of San Juan de Sacatepequez cancelled 
a consultation on the construction of a cement 
company, protests erupted and a militarisation 
of the area followed. Maya lawyers took the 
case, pushing courts to make a fi rst sentence 
on Indigenous rights to prior, free and informed 
consultation and to declare the ILO Convention 
169 (Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Conven-
tion) for part of the constitutional corpus.

Most recently, Maya lawyers defended 
ancestral authorities criminalised for defend-
ing rivers against extractive industries. Pri-
vate companies, many of them hydroelectric 
projects, corrupt judges and accuse commu-
nity leaders of fabricated crimes to keep them 
behind bars without due process. The use of 
legal warfare kept Maya authorities in preven-
tive prison for months or years, and these highly 
political cases were taken by Maya lawyers.

In 2015, a team of Maya lawyers freed 
ancestral authorities accused of a crime they 
did not commit in Santa Cruz Barrias, near the 
border with Chiapas. In July 2016, they freed 
seven political prisoners accused of fabricated 
crimes, including Rigoberto Juarez and Domin-
go Baltazar.

In August, Maya lawyers took the defence 
of Oscar Sanchez, the 11th authority of a Maya 
Mam community sentenced without evidence 
to the preventive jail of Quetzaltenango.

In addition, two emblematic cases have 
already set precedents this year. One case 
secured bilingual education as courts recog-
nised the rights of Maya communities to receive 
education in their own languages. Another was 
a hard battle over a case of rape that had been 
judged and sentenced by Indigenous justice. 
Feminists joined right-wing sectors in contest-
ing the capacity of Maya authorities. Ultimately 
the Constitutional Court, which stands above 
the Supreme Court, recognised the authority of 
Indigenous justice.

Among many other cases, Nim Ajpu is 

presently involved in the ongoing effort to 
rewrite Guatemala’s civil war constitution to 
add concepts of self-determination and explicit 
language defi ning Guatemala as a plurinational 
state.

Maya lawyers have been recognised or 
hated depending on context and perspective. 
Private companies and even the president 
decried lawyers like Amilcar Pop as terrorists 
who arm Maya communities, especially when 
they defend Indigenous rights to consultation 
against extractive industries.

Overall, however, Maya lawyers have 
become a referent in Guatemala. Communi-
ties consider them their lawyers. Nim Ajpu is 
now the entity that positions collective rights 
in Guatemala; both government and society 
expect its opinion on new legislation.

Decolonial litigation
One of the greatest strengths of Nim Ajpu 

lies in its functioning. First, there are no fees. 
All legal support is provided free of charge, 
ad honorem. Communities do not pay for the 
legal services, though they may offer food to 
lawyers on the ground. Lawyers are not paid 
by case or by hours; they receive some form of 
recognition for their work depending on dona-
tions from international organisations, like the 
small funding provided by the Association of 
Lawyers of Norway.

Second, Maya authorities are the ones to 
bring forward the cases, and Maya lawyers 
lend legal support to ancestral authorities. 
This implies long-term relationships beyond 
the moment of litigation. The various Maya 
lawyers accompany ancestral authorities in 
their practices of autonomous government and 
administration of justice.

Nim Ajpu relates to broad Maya networks 
like the Great Council of Indigenous authorities 
of Iximulew, lending support to their political 
consolidation. Some are long-recognised Indig-
enous municipalities that have existed in offi -
cial registries since the colonial era.

Chichicastenango (consisting of 83 Indig-
enous communities each with its autonomous 
political authorities) defended its autonomy 
from the Spanish Crown in 1635.

The municipality of Solol (71 communi-
ties) had Indigenous mayors registered in colo-
nial records since 1557. The lasting authority of 

the 48 Cantones (48 communities) is still recog-
nised today in presidential speeches.

Yet other organisations are less known, 
and their invisibility makes them vulnerable to 
state entities eager to appropriate their lands. 
In such cases, Maya lawyers play key roles in 
consolidating Indigenous authority, fi rst among 
networks of Maya authorities, then through col-
lective land titles.

Maya communities are not civil asso-
ciations authorised by state organs: they are 
accredited under Maya ancestral mechanisms 
without having to ask permission from state 
bodies.

Third, Maya lawyers try to break away 
from the logic of the Western state system. 
They try to decolonise themselves by escap-
ing the logic of state law, paying attention to 
the struggles of Maya communities, listening 
rather than telling. Their litigation is a strategic 
struggle against a legal system that posits itself 
as sovereign authority. They do not defend “cli-
ents” but stand by brothers and sisters. Many 
Indigenous lawyers around the world seek to 
decolonise themselves and the law; the singu-
larity of Nim Ajpu is to have taken this effort 
to an institutional level.

Academics are also joining in Nim Ajpu’s 
political, historical and cultural commitment. 
Lawyer Mellina Salvador says that historians, 
linguists and anthropologists channel their 
knowledge through expert reports, feeling part 
of the association. Maya litigation reaches well 
beyond law, engaging scholarly insights for his-
torical contextualisation.

The essence of Nim Ajpu is best summa-
rised by lawyer Juan Castro: “Our Maya iden-
tity is a political one, we defend our territories, 
we speak Indigenous languages and understand 
Maya cosmovision.” A Maya lawyer is a politi-
cal identity, one that challenges conventional 
legalities and quietly redefi nes state authority.
* Manuela Lavinas Picq is a Professor of 
International Relations at Universidad San 
Francisco de Quito (USFQ), Ecuador, and 
former Research Fellow at desiguALdades.
net, Freie Universität Berlin. This article is 
reproduced from IC Magazine, a publication 
of the Center for World Indigenous Studies.
* Third World Resurgence
No. 312/313, Aug/Sept 2016, 
pp 52-53 
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Nim Ajpu: Indigenous lawyers 
changing the face of Guatemala

Maya lawyers pose for a picture during their annual Congress. (Photo: José Agry Sian)

An indigenous legal organisation in Guatemala aims not only to protect Indigenous 
rights but to decolonise themselves and the law. Manuela Picq* explains.


