
The war on workers has turned even more 
deadly recently. The needless deaths of fi ve 
workers in three weeks on construction 
sites across Australia has put the human 
cost of the government and employers’ poli-
cies into tragic perspective. Well organised 
union jobs are safe jobs; non-union jobs can 
be deadly jobs.

Trade unions, the very force that can protect 
workers’ health and safety, are being prevented 
from doing so. The increase in workplace fatal-
ities and serious injuries is a direct result of 
government and employer attempts to exclude 
trade unions from construction sites and crimi-
nalise legitimate trade union activity.

Under the Australian Building and Con-
struction Commission and Labor’s successor 
Fair Work Building and Construction unions 
are fi ned millions and workers thousands of 
dollars for doing nothing more than protecting 
the safety and lives of workers.

Speed-ups, long hours, lack of training, the 
use of unskilled temporary visa workers, cost-
cutting including on maintenance and inspec-
tion, the exposure of workers to contaminants 
and risks to the public arising from the manic 
drive for profi t have worsened as a result of the 
current anti-union push.

The Communist Party of Australia express-
es its condolences to the families and friends of 
the workers who didn’t come home in recent 
weeks. It also recognises the trauma suffered by 
fellow workers of these victims of anti-worker 
policies and work practices.

The Party stands with the unions resisting 
the imposition of a profi t-fi rst, not safety-fi rst, 
culture in the construction industry and other 
hazardous industries. It supports their strug-
gles and seeks to rally members of the broader 
community to demand an end to the persecution 
of workers as they strive to defend their safety, 
conditions, incomes and jobs. Even before the 
most recent events, at least one worker per fort-
night died on Australian building sites. The fi g-
ures for other dangerous industries are similarly 
shocking and intolerable.

The CPA welcomes initiatives aimed at 
driving back the attacks of the government and 
employers. The CFMEU has called for workers 
to wear black armbands on site on November 3.

The CPA supports the call for the criminal 
charge of industrial manslaughter to be estab-
lished. A large rally in Brisbane the weekend 
before last supported the long-overdue change 
to the law. The public has been shocked by 
current developments and is sympathetic to 
demands for change to stop the senseless loss 
of life.

The federal government has blood on its 
hands. The long witch-hunt against the CFMEU 

has hampered the right of workers and their 
trade unions to control safety on jobs across the 
country. The Cole Royal Commission of 2003, 
the Howard government’s establishment of the 
Australian Building and Construction Commis-
sion in 2005, the failure of the Rudd/Gillard 
government to completely scrap this construc-
tion industry Gestapo, the provocatively-named 
Royal Commission into Trade Union Govern-
ance and Corruption and now the Turnbull gov-
ernment’s push to totally revive an ABCC – on 
steroids – have led to the present outrageous 
situation.

For all the employer and government claims 
of thuggery and corruption in the industry, few 
charges have arisen and none have stood up. 
The real scandals in the construction industry, 
including abysmal workplace safety standards, 
are not being addressed.

The public is witnessing the shameful spec-
tacle of anti-union, Family First Senator and 
failed home building company owner, Bob 
Day, clinging to his seat in the Senate. This is 
despite the fact he has admitted he should step 
down. “Marriage plebiscite legislation, ABCC 
and our other work too important to Family 
First to have a vacant seat for even one day in 
November,” he tweeted recently.

Black lung, a scourge in the mining indus-
try of a by-gone era, has re-emerged as a result 
of “flexible” practices imposed by project 
owners and managers and the failure of gov-
ernments to ensure adequate and independent 
monitoring and enforcement of regulations.

The recent deaths of four people at the 
Dreamworld theme park on the Gold Coast 
took place despite warnings from unions and 
members of the public.

Governments and industry groups won’t fi x 
the problems. It is their single-minded drive for 
maximum corporate profi t that has put work-
ers in this intolerable situation. Unions must 
be free to take any action necessary to achieve 
safe workplaces and overcome deadly practic-
es. The community must support them.

The right to stop work, to inspect work-
places and books and the right of entry should 
be restored.

Political forces committed to the inter-
ests of the working class, foremost of which 
is the Communist Party of Australia, must be 
strengthened to reverse the dangerous current 
direction of industrial relations in the country. 
The Communist Party joins others in calling 
for a campaign for safe workplaces and the 
scrapping of legislation for the ABCC and the 
removal of its remnants in the form of the so-
called Fair Work Building and Construction.

It is the right of all workers to return home 
safely. 
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Slavery: Genesis of capitalism
“Slavery is a booming business and the number of slaves is 

increasing. People get rich by using slaves. And when they’ve fi nished 
with their slaves, they just throw these people away. This is the new 
slavery, which focuses on big profi ts and cheap lives. It is not about 
owning people in the traditional sense of the old slavery, but about 
controlling them completely. People become completely disposable 
tools for making money.” – Kevin Bales, Disposable People: New 
Slavery in the Global Economy, 1999.

Since 1983 December 2 has been recognised as the International 
Day for the Abolition of Slavery that had been adopted by the 
General Assembly of the United Nations. They dedicated this day 
to the awareness of contemporary forms of slavery such as extreme 
labour exploitation, human traffi cking, forced recruitment of minors 
for use in armed forces and forced marriages.

Although the United Nations has made an attempt to challenge 
these issues we still have a staggering statistic that shows that slavery 
rates are higher than ever before.

Trade deals like the TPP (Trans Pacifi c Partnership), of which 
Australia is a part, are creating the circumstances for being soft 
on contemporary slavery.

Malaysia, for example, (also a signature of the TPP) has been put 
on Tier 3 for having a long history and increase in human traffi ck-
ing, forced labour, sex traffi cking and child labour abuses. During 
the negotiations of the TPP the investigations on contemporary 
slavery went down to practically nonexistent.

Then Barak Obama removed Malaysia from the Tier 3 category 
list to Tier 2 list in order to proceed with TPP deals, Obama’s 
move has been called variously “shrugging off global slavery for 
the interest of the TPP deals” and “Obama has turned its back on 
the victims of traffi cking”. Some might be surprised that this is 
happening today.

The fundamentals of capitalism haven’t changed, the very es-
sence of capitalism is slavery and though there are different levels 
of modern day slavery, today all workers suffer a kind of slavery 
whether it be wage slavery or chattel slavery.

Slavery is a system under which people are treated as property 
and are forced to work. Slaves can be held against their will from 
the time of their capture or birth and are deprived of the right to 
refuse to work or demand better conditions or wages.

Slavery is usually used in the past tense, but by analysing cur-
rent socioeconomic systems we can identify that we are literally 
slaves today.

Employers have always regarded the act of workers coming 
together with fear and as a crime. There were bitter struggles in the 
19th century as workers tried to form trade unions. But inevitably 
the demand for joint action in support of commonly held interests 
triumphed.

This may seem so obvious as to be not worth repeating but it is 
the concept of the common interests of workers and the necessity 
for trade unions as collectives of workers, that is being challenged 
by employers and the offensive against organised labour by the 
current federal government (see page 1).

Another aspect of the growing use of slave labour is the rise of 
private prisons: prisoners who are stripped of their rights; workers 
who are no longer allowed to unionise and are paid a slave pittance. 
This has been exposed more recently in Australia with extreme 
exploitation of overseas workers on work visas or in Australia as 
students. The corporations don’t have to give these workers sick 
days, overtime, holidays and other entitlements.

But who’s winning the race to the bottom for 21st-century slave 
labour?

The US holds more than 25 percent of the world’s prisoners; 
US corporations see prisoners as the best strategy for corporate 
profi t. According to the Wall Street Journal “more than a third 
of all US states allow borrowers who can’t – or won’t – pay to be 
jailed”. So, if you’re struggling to pay off your loans you might 
be a victim of 21st century slavery, an example of the deepening 
crisis and systemic malaise of the capitalist system, as the genesis 
of capitalism is slavery.

This is why the United Nations is struggling to overcome the 
modern version of  slavery because it is built into a society that 
creates the conditions for slavery, with corporations that benefi t 
from wage or chattel slavery. To tackle the issue of slavery means 
tackling the issue of capitalism.

PRESS FUND
Seventy international disputes are now being heard in court under 
the Investor-State Dispute Settlement provisions of the infamous 
Trans Pacific Partnership trade agreement. The Canadian 
government has lost or had to settle 62.7 percent of those in which 
it’s been already involved. It’s been forced to reverse a ban on 
a carcinogenic neurotoxin fuel additive, and is being sued for 
banning coal mine fracking in Quebec. Australia is likely to get 
more of the same, and the Guardian will be keeping an eye on all 
developments. But in the meantime we really need your help, so 
please send a Press Fund contribution for the next issue if you 
possibly can. Our sincere thanks go to the following, for their 
generous support this week:

PEA $250, M Borg $50, B & J Brown $200, Mark Mannion $5, 
“Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $10.

This week’s total: $520 Progressive total: $7,070

“
QUOTE OF THE WEEK

I venture to think that the Allied declaration that they are fi ghting to make the world safe 
for freedom of the individual sounds hollow, so long as India, and for that matter, Africa, 
are exploited by Great Britain, and America has the Negro problem in her own home.

Mahatma Gandhi, 1942

”

“Save Our Hospitals”
Privatisation rejected

Grant Osland*

The NSW state government 
recently revealed that the redevel-
opment and running of Maitland 
and Wyong hospitals, along with 
a number of other regional hos-
pitals, would be handed over to 
a private operator. In effect they 
would become private, for-profi t 
hospitals with a contract with 
the state government to provide 
some, as yet unspecifi ed, service 
to public patients. Public patients 
will become an add-on at the very 
hospitals that were originally 
built to meet the needs of the local 
community. 

Once a hospital is privatised it is 
then run to maximise profi ts (from 
our ill health), and to return these 
profi ts as a dividend to the wealthy 
majority shareholders. The hospital is 
locked into making as much money 
as possible, otherwise shareholders 
will withdraw their money and put it 
into something more profi table. Do 
we really want this type of system in 
public health?

Big, often multinational, private 

health companies see big money to 
be made in health – after all every-
body gets sick at some time. The 
government is doing their bidding in 
handing over our hospital system to 
these companies, just as they handed 
over other essential services such as 
gas, water and electricity 

The selling off of our public hos-
pitals takes us further down the road 
to an American health system – very 
expensive and two-tiered, with public 
patients treated as charity cases and 
offered an inferior service.

Health care is a basic human 
right. Oppose the attacks on our 
public hospitals.

Demand the state government 
properly fund our hospitals so they 
can continue to provide a fi rst class 
service to all.

Rallies, organised by the health 
unions, have already been held in 
Wyong and Maitland and attracted 
thousands of people. The Newcastle 
branch of the CPA produced a leaf-
let and a petition which have been 
distributed in the Hunter Valley over 
the last month. Already we have 
collected more than 300 signatures 

opposing the sell-off, and distributed 
hundreds of leafl ets. The branch also 
participated in the Maitland rally.

We urge people to maintain and 
increase the pressure on the Baird 
government to abandon the sell-off 
of our hospitals. They have already 
backed down on the privatisation of 
Goulburn hospital, which also hap-
pens to be in the electorate of a sitting 
government minister. We need more 
demonstrations and rallies, more 
signed petitions. We need to show 
Baird and the corporations behind 
him that we will not accept the sell-
ing off of our hospitals.

The attacks on our health system 
remind us that, in the long term, our 
struggle must be for a society where 
health care is not just another oppor-
tunity for the big private corporations 
to make money. We need a society 
where health care is a basic serv-
ice that is provided equally to all in 
our community, and at no charge. A 
socialist society. While capitalism 
remains, our health will always be 
under threat from parasites.
* Grant Osland is Secretary of the 
Newcastle Branch of the CPA. 

Statement

In solidarity with Venezuela’s 
Bolivarian Revolution
The Central committee of the 
Communist Party of Australia 
sends a message of solidarity to 
President Nicolas Maduro during 
these crucial times for the Bolivar-
ian Revolution.

The well organised right wing 
attack perpetrated by the US, main-
stream media and others on the 
extreme right aims to overthrow the 
Bolivarian Revolution. We reject 
this interference in the internal 
affairs of the Venezuelan people and 
the legitimate government of Presi-
dent Nicolas Maduro.

In the words of President 
Maduro: “This is Simon Bolí-
var’s land, this land is sacred and 
cannot ever be touched by for-
eign and imperialist boots, and we 

must assure it with our own lives if 
necessary.”

This moment in time is of seri-
ous threat to Venezuelan national 
sovereignty and to the Bolivarian 
Revolution’s achievements. Those 
achievements have been signifi cant; 
among them infant mortality down 
by 49%, life expectancy increased 
from 72.2% to 74.3%, child malnu-
trition reduced by 40%, the poverty 
rate decreased from 42.8% to 26.5% 
and minimum wages increased 32 
times.

The Venezuelan opposition, 
aided by the US, is trying to incite 
violence among the people in an 
attempt to overthrow the govern-
ment. A part of this is the attempt 
to collect signatures for a recall 

referendum. The Supreme Court 
has upheld the regional court deci-
sions to suspend the collection drive 
after the fraudulent behaviour of the 
opposition was exposed.

The CPA stands in solidarity 
with President Nicolas Maduro in 
the fi ght against this referendum. 
We also stand in solidarity with 
his government who we know will 
remain in power. We will not sit 
in silence while imperialist forces 
incite violence and brutality to 
cause any regression in the continu-
ous struggle for self-determination 
and freedom.

Bob Briton
General Secretary

Communist Party of Australia
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Peter Mac

Australia’s bid for a seat on the 
United Nations Human Rights 
Commission may be rejected 
because of a range of human 
rights issues within Australia, 
and in particular because of the 
government’s treatment of asylum 
seekers detained indefi nitely off-
shore on Nauru and Manus Island 
under Australian immigration 
policies.  

In January Fairfax media 
revealed that some asylum seekers 
on Nauru were committing self-harm 
every two days on average, includ-
ing by swallowing insect repellent, 
striking their heads against walls 
and scalding their bodies with boil-
ing water.

Last month the UN Committee 
on the Rights of the Child published 
a scathing report on the plight of 
children detained on Nauru. It high-
lighted the failure of the Nauru gov-
ernment to investigate complaints 
of sexual assault of children, and to 
appoint a human rights commissioner 
and a dedicated paediatrician. 

The report condemned the appall-
ing conditions within the detention 
centre, including the lack of clean 
drinking water and poor sanitation. 
It expressed deep concern at reports 
of corporal punishment being used 
against the children (illegal under 
Nauruan law) and noted that many 
had arrived there after having experi-
enced deep trauma as a result of war-
fare, and now suffered “feelings of 
hopeless and often suicidal ideation”.

The report noted with alarm the 
wall of secrecy that now surrounds 
Australia’s treatment of asylum seek-
ers. On 19 October Michael Forst, 
UN special rapporteur, went further, 
describing the relationship of “fear, 
censorship and retaliation” between 
the government and its critics, 
including asylum seeker advocates, 
as well as the “enormous pressure” 
being applied by the government to 
whistleblowers and public servants 
in order to stifl e criticism of current 
immigration policies.  

Forst called for an inquiry into 

the treatment of Australian Human 
Rights Commissioner Gillian Triggs, 
who was castigated by the former 
Abbott government for alleged bias 
in her report on the treatment of 
detainee children on Nauru. She has 
now been accused of misleading the 
Senate by government members who 
are moving to have her sacked. 

Painted into an 
ideological corner 

After sensational revelations 
about the detention of Australian 
citizens in immigration centres the 
Howard government renounced the 
offshore processing policy. However, 
the Rudd Labor government reintro-
duced it, adding the proviso that 
any asylum seeker who attempted 
to arrive in Australia by boat would 
henceforth be banned from settling in 
the country. The Abbott government 
subsequently endorsed these policies. 

Both parties have now painted 
themselves into an ideological corner. 
Given their experience on Nauru, the 
asylum seekers have understandably 
refused offers to resettle them in 
poverty-stricken developing coun-
tries, and the government has refused 
an offer by New Zealand to accept 
some of them, because if it did so 
the asylum seekers could then get to 
Australia as New Zealand citizens!

Carrying this idea to its logical 
conclusion, the government now 
wants to introduce legislation to ban 
asylum seekers who’ve tried to come 
here by boat from ever entering Aus-
tralia, even as a tourist or business 
person who has since become a citi-
zen of another country.

Labor leader Bill Shorten has 
rejected the idea of a new lifetime 
ban on entry, but he is vacillating. 
Moreover, neither the coalition nor 
Labor can renounce the current ban 
on settlement without being accused 
by the other party of being weak, 
or being seen by the public as cat-
astrophically incompetent, callous, 
cynical or opportunist – or, for that 
matter, without being sued for dam-
ages by all those who have in effect 
been imprisoned by successive 

Australian governments, sometimes 
for years. 

Australia’s bid 
for a UN seat

In August 306 men, 55 women 
and 49 children were listed as 
remaining in detention in Nauru. 
On 17 October the ABC screened a 
moving Four Corners report which 
contained interviews with bright, 
intelligent children whose spirits are 
now being ruthlessly crushed by their 
detention on Nauru.

In reaction to the wave of criti-
cism that followed the broadcast the 
Turnbull government’s launched a 
counter-attack, condemning the ABC 
for not having consulted with the 
Nauruan government, even though 
that government has consistently 
refused permission for journalists to 
visit the island or interview members 
of the government with regard to the 
detainees.

A spokesperson for Attorney-
General George Brandis also sneered 
that Forst himself had “not presented 
a balanced view of the situation of 
human rights defenders in Australia.” 

That’s not a very bright move.  
Attacking the UN or its representa-
tives is a very different matter from 
attempting to intimidate domestic 
critics. 

The government has also washed 
its hands of much of the respon-
sibility for the situation, using the 
pathetic excuse that the conditions 
on the island and the education of 
the detainee children are Nauru’s 
responsibility, even though they are 
detained there at the Australian gov-
ernment’s request, and funding of 
the astronomical costs is provided 
by Australian taxpayers.

For its part the Nauruan govern-
ment has rejected all criticism, accus-
ing the ABC of having insulted the 
island’s people and indulged in polit-
ical activism and racism. It claims 
that no asylum seeker children are in 
detention because they can go any-
where on the island. The grim real-
ity is they’re too frightened to leave 
the detention centres for fear of being 
physically assaulted.

Forst has refused to comment on 
the possibility of Australia gaining a 
seat on the UN Human Rights Coun-
cil. However, rejection is a distinct 

possibility in view of the proposed 
lifetime entry ban and previous UN 
statements that Australia’s treatment 
of asylum seekers breaches the Refu-
gee Convention.

The UN is also certain to be infl u-
enced by the shocking revelations 
contained in the Four Corners report, 
the Moss Inquiry report (whose rec-
ommendations are still unfulfi lled), 
the reports of Commissioner Triggs, 
and the critical statements of medi-
cal personnel, teachers, social work-
ers and other professionals who have 
worked on Nauru. 

Nevertheless, the government 
is determined to introduce the pro-
posed lifetime entry ban. If they do, 
the government’s bid for a seat on the 
Human Rights Council will almost 
certainly fail, and the government 
will be directly responsible for that 
degrading humiliation.

Rejection of the bid would cer-
tainly be a fi tting outcome, in view of 
the adoption by both the major par-
ties of immigration policies that are a 
national disgrace, rivalling in odium 
the white Australia policy and the 
tragedy of the stolen generation. 

From the archives  SPA, August 1973

UN blasts Australia’s 
immigration policy

Sydney

RED BOOK SALE
Everything must go!

Once in a life-time chance!
Sunday November 6

10am to 1pm
19 Weldon Street Burwood

Thousands of books – politics, economics, philosophy, history, literature, and much more

Gold coin for a plastic shopping bag of books

$5 for a packing box of books (Bring your own bags and boxes) – Solid bookcases for $5

Heaters, coffee pots, china, records, chairs, tables, Singer sewing machine 
and other fi nds at give-away prices

For more info contact Anna or Linda on 02 9699 8844
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About 160 remote media workers and 
industry partners from across Australia 
gathered in Yirrkala on Yolngu country 
in Arnhem Land for the 18th National 
Remote Indigenous Media Festival.

The Indigenous Remote Communica-
tions Association (IRCA) headed north from 
its base in Alice Springs to partner with Top 
End Aboriginal Bush Broadcasting Associa-
tion (TEABBA) and co-host this year’s event.

The festival is the annual meeting for 
remote media workers, organisations and 
stakeholders to network, learn, celebrate 
achievements and build the capacity of the 
remote Indigenous media industry. 

It provides an opportunity for delegates 
to work towards innovative solutions for the 
challenges faced by the remote sector.

The festival plays an important profes-
sional development role for media workers 
from very remote communities, connecting 
people, places and stories across the country 
to strengthen culture, identity and wellbeing. 
Some media organisations travelled for three 
days to attend the festival.

The festival marked an important mile-
stone for IRCA, which is currently in the 
process of expanding its role to become the 
national peak body for the Indigenous broad-
casting, media and communications industry.

A new constitution was passed at the annual 
general meeting which will enable IRCA to 
invite membership applications from remote, 
regional and urban media organisations.

IRCA also launched its draft Strategic 
Plan 2016-19, to be used as a starting point 
for consultation on the type of services and 
support it will offer to best meet the needs of 
its membership.

This year’s festival had the theme “Our 

Stories from the Home of Land Rights”, 
acknowledging the Yirrkala bark petitions in 
1963 that led to the Aboriginal Land Rights 
Act 40 years ago.

All were welcomed to saltwater country by 
the Rirratjingu clan of Yirrkala with a bunggul 
(ceremony) featuring song men and dancers 
from across Arnhem Land.

Industry forums and skills workshops led 
by trainers from across the nation featured 
throughout the week.

Positive
ABC sports broadcaster Charlie King and 

National Centre for Indigenous Excellence 
chief executive Kirstie Parker – a former Koori 
Mail editor – delivered keynote addresses to 
the delegates, describing the positive impacts 
of broadcasting in breaking down barriers, 
addressing social issues, building career path-
ways and empowering people to tell their 
stories.

Skills workshops included virtual real-
ity fi lmmaking, radio news, music record-
ing, mobile device video production, radio 
sports commentary, iPad animation and dig-
ital archiving. The evenings featured local cul-
ture and talent, movies, music and the remote 
media and video awards.

Indigenous Community Television (ICTV) 
managed the festival screenings of commu-
nity-produced media from across remote 
Australia.

The remote media industry awards were 
presented during the week, and the festival 
concluded with an evening concert includ-
ing performances by Yirrmal, East Journey, 
Gawurra, Shelley Morris, Bara Band and 
Yothu Yindi.
Koori Mail 

Australia

Remote media in Yirrkala

Armed guards and 
intimidation tactics
Mineworkers and their families 
are increasingly concerned Anglo 
American will employ armed 
security guards to intimidate 
workers undertaking protected 
industrial action at the German 
Creek mine in Middlemount, cen-
tral Queensland.

The CFMEU Mining and 
Energy Division has confi rmed it 
has written to Anglo American’s 
CEO, Mark Cutifani asking for 
assurances that proposed security 
guards employed by the company 
would not be armed, and would not 
follow or harass workers and their 
families. The CEO has refused to 
assure these measures will not be 
taken.

CFMEU Mining and Energy 
District president, Stephen Smyth 
said given Anglo’s history on simi-
lar cases they believe this is part 
of an ongoing strategy by Anglo to 

intimidate the union, its members 
and their families during the hostile 
industrial process that is entering its 
third year.

“Only last month we were told 
83 workers will be made forcibly 
redundant by the company. Work-
ers and their families are alarmed at 
the series of attacks where Anglo is 
trying to pick off workers who are 
standing up for their rights and con-
ditions,” said Smyth.

“In our letter to Mr Cutifani we 
only asked for an assurance these 
drastic tactics weren’t going to be 
used – he refused to do that. Now 
we have a case where our members 
and their families believe the com-
pany plans on harassing them to get 
an industrial outcome.

“This is a shameful case where 
a mining giant is trying to heavy the 
community to get what they want, 
and it’s unacceptable.”

He said that companies should 
not be able to use the industrial 
system aimed at protecting work-
ers against them, to maximise their 
profi ts and that for almost three 
years and 17 different meetings the 
German Creek workers have tried 
to bargain in good faith, only for the 
process to be drawn out by a com-
pany that wants to cut corners, costs 
and jobs.

“These workers have the right to 
bargain, and the right to call for job 
security and safe workplace condi-
tions – these are the problems work-
ers want to resolve while Anglo tries 
to pressure them with intimidation 
while threatening their jobs.

“We call on Anglo to immedi-
ately stop their tactics of intimida-
tion of CFMEU members and their 
families, and return to negotiations 
to bargain in good faith and put an 
end to this ordeal,” said Smyth. 

Stark bias
The Fair Work Building Com-
mission (FWBC) has come under 
criticism by the CFMEU for its 
continued partisan behaviour fol-
lowing the tabling of its annual 
report in Parliament last week.

National CFMEU Construc-
tion secretary Dave Noonan said the 
report – designed to inform the par-
liament about the FWBC’s perform-
ance and activities – was notable for 
what it did not contain.

“It is nothing but a piece of prop-
aganda written specifi cally to serve 
the political purposes of the Turnbull 
government. The report highlights 
the high number of legal proceedings 
but it does not say that none of them 
are against employers who break the 
law.

“It also does not mention the 
Commonwealth Ombudsman’s crit-
icisms of the methods deployed by 
the FWBC – in particular that the 
agency breached confidentiality 
and used questionable interviewing 
methods.

“There is also no mention of the 
fact that the FWBC cut funding to the 
Ombudsman – the body that moni-
tors its coercive powers.”

Noonan said a more honest and 
representative report that would 
show the bias of the FWBC would 
contain the following facts:
• Number of employers prosecuted 

by FWBC for non-payment or 
underpayment of wages and 
entitlements or sham contracting 
– zero.

• Number of employers referred 
to the Fair Work Ombudsman for 
wages and entitlements breaches 
– one.

• Number of employers prosecuted 
for victimising workers for 
exercising their right to be union 
members – zero (not in annual 
report but likely, based on FWBC 
approach)

• Number of employers referred 
to Dept of Immigration and 
Border Protection for suspected 
immigration breach – one.

• Number of OHS referrals to state 
authorities – two.

• Number of referrals from trade 
union royal commission to FWBC 
– 16 

• Number still under investigation 
– 6.

• Amount of taxpayer’s money 
spent on legal expenses 
prosecuting workers and unions 
in one year $8 million (up from 
$3.4 million in the previous year) 
including $3.3m to Clayton Utz 
alone.

• About one third of all the FWBC 
inquiries are about matters other 
than the ones they “focus” on and 
consider their “core business” 
(i.e. union/worker breaches 
for industrial action, right of 
entry, coercion and freedom of 
association). They either refer 
these matters to other bodies or 
take no further action. Another 
one third of all investigations 
relate to alleged breaches of the 
highly prescriptive right of entry 
laws by union offi cials.

• FWBC approach to employer 
compliance with Building Code 
including drug and alcohol 
requirements – “FWBC assisted 
contractors to voluntarily rectify 
issues to achieve compliance.” 
Compare to highly litigious 
approach for workers/unions.

• Number of times the FWBC 
Advisory Board met during 
the year – not reported (but 
understood to be zero). Number of 
recommendations from Advisory 
Board to FWBC – zero.

• Total cost of ABCC/FWBC 
to Australian taxpayers so far 
exceeds a quarter of a billion 
dollars. 
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Marcus Browning

October 30 marked the anniver-
sary date of the foundation of the 
Communist Party of Australia in 
1920. It was an historic event and 
signalled the formation of a party 
taking Marxism as its guide.

A number of events infl uenced 
the formation of communist parties 
at that time, not only in Australia, but 
also in a number of other countries 
as well.

It was shortly after the ending 
of World War I, which was caused 
directly by capitalism and resulted 
in enormous loss of life and devasta-
tion. The experience of this war was 
a contributing factor in the Russian 
socialist revolution of 1917 and rev-
olutionary upsurges in many other 
European countries.

In Australia, the modern working 
class was beginning to emerge with 
the foundation of a steel industry in 
1912, when the BHP was established.

Labor Party governments had 
sided with the imperialist govern-
ments of Europe in the war and 
attempted to conscript soldiers to 
fi ght overseas.

Some utopian socialist organisa-
tions existed before the formation of 
the Communist Party of Australia and 
they had awakened an understand-
ing of the class nature of society and 
opposed capitalism. But their solu-
tions to the problems of the working 
people were inadequate.

At that time the fi rst publica-
tion of the writings of Marx, Engels, 
Lenin and some others brought scien-
tifi c socialist ideas to readers.

On the one hand, the reformist, 
compromising policies of the Labor 
Party became apparent. On the other 
hand, the one-sided anti-parliamen-
tarianism of the Industrial Workers 
of the World (IWW) was seen to 
represent blind alleys in the strug-
gle for the overthrow of the capital-
ist system and its replacement by a 

social system based on the interests 
and needs of the working people.

The years of struggle of the Com-
munist movement in Australia have 
been marked by ups and downs and 
by many achievements. The move-
ment has persisted despite the nev-
er-ending campaigns of the capitalist 
class to exorcise it from society and, 
these days, to declare that socialism 
has been tried and found to be a fail-
ure and is now dead. They only wish 
it were true!

Communist parties now exist in 
more countries than ever and in a 
number of countries; such as China, 
they have formed governments and 
are building socialist societies. In 
other countries Communist parties 
participate in the present govern-
ments – South Africa, for example, 
and lead provincial or state govern-
ments as in India.

The working class has grown 
enormously in the last 100 years and 
is by far the single largest class in 
many countries and, together with the 
peasantry, comprise the overwhelm-
ing majority of the populations of all 
countries.

Yet millions remain poor, impov-
erished and unemployed in a period 
when all human needs could be met 
by the productive capacity that exists. 
The necessity to bring an end to the 
capitalist system was never more 
apparent or necessary. The obscene 
profits of Australian banks show 
what wealth is being ripped out of the 
sweat and toil of the working people, 
wealth which could have been used 
for the overall benefi t of the work-
ing people.

Marxist and Leninist ideas 
remain true and are the reliable guide 
to a better society. It was socialist 
ideas and policies that rapidly trans-
formed the once backward econo-
my and lives of the Russian people. 
It was socialist ideas and policies 
that enabled the people of Vietnam 
and Cuba to defeat the efforts of 

imperialism to strangle those coun-
tries. It is socialist ideas and policies 
that could also redistribute wealth 
in Australia and reverse the present 
environmental degradation which is 
a direct result of capitalist rip, tear 
and bust economic practices.

Socialist ideas based on the 
collective social needs of men and 
women could eliminate war from the 
affairs of humanity.

The Manifesto to the Workers 
of Australia was issued by the CPA 
shortly after its formation in 1920. 
It declared “the capitalist system of 
production and distribution has out-
lived its usefulness and become reac-
tionary and destructive of humanity 
...” Today’s task is to change and 
replace it. 

Necessity and progress

In NSW, the 10 o’clock closing time for packaged-liquor stores 
introduced in 2014 was successful in minimising the harm 
caused by alcohol. This measure was introduced in NSW state-
wide and resulted in a 5 percent reduction in assaults. The head 
of the state’s Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research, Dr Don 
Weatherburn found the reduction “fully attributable” to the 10 pm 
bottle shop closing time. Medical facts speak for themselves as 
well. The St Vincent’s Intensive Care Unit has not seen a sin-
gle death related to an alcohol-related assault since 2014. In 
the hospital’s plastic and reconstructive surgery department 
there were 145 cases of serious facial fractures in the two years 
before the laws were brought in with 119 related to alcohol. In two 
years since the introduction of the law the number has dropped 
to 58 cases, with only 37 related to alcohol. There is talk about 
a possible extension of the 10 pm bottle shop closure and home 
delivery till midnight. That will be a very bad and regressive move.

The Nelson Mandela Foundation was not impressed with Liberal 
Party members who used Nelson Mandela’s image on their leaf-
lets on the dangers of same-sex marriage. The leafl et was 
distributed by a group known as Children’s Future. Children’s 
Future has links to the Catholic religious society Opus Dei. The 
leafl et falsely claimed that legalising same-sex marriage would 
trigger the Safe Schools program becoming “compulsory”. 
The Nelson Mandela Foundation has issued a statement say-
ing: “We object to the misuse of the legacy of someone who 
worked precisely for the recognition of such rights. As South 
Africa’s fi rst democratically elected president, Nelson Mandela 
signed into law a constitution that stood for the rights of all”. The 
statement also pointed out that chapter 9 of the Bill of Rights 
of South Africa’s constitution says: “The state may not unfair-
ly discriminate directly or indirectly against anyone on one or 
more grounds, including race, gender, sex, pregnancy, marital 
status, ethnic or social origin, colour sexual orientation, age, dis-
ability, religion, conscience, belief, culture, language and birth”.

The Indigenous prisoner population in NSW has more than 
doubled in the last 15 years despite a sharp drop in arrests 
for serious crimes. Latest fi gures from the Bureau of Crime 
Statistics and Research show a 40 percent increase in the rate 
of Indigenous imprisonment due in part to an increase in bail 
refusal. At the same time, Indigenous involvement in violent 
crime and property crime declined 37 and 32 percent respec-
tively. Almost 40 percent of Indigenous defendants were refused 
bail and those held on remand – in custody awaiting trial or sen-
tence – do not go on to receive a prison sentence at their fi nal 
court appearance. Greens MP David Shoebridge said the 
government should wind back “regressive amendments” to 
the state’s bail laws, which took effect from January 2015.

The collapse of Family First Sena-
tor Bob Day’s company, Home 
Australia, shines a light on what is 
a serious and common problem in 
the construction industry, accord-
ing to the CFMEU.

CFMEU National Construction 
secretary Dave Noonan said that 
companies going into liquidation 
is an ever increasing feature of the 
construction industry with devas-
tating consequences for small busi-
nesses, workers, families and the 
community.

“One in fi ve insolvencies in 
Australia are in the construction 
industry.

“Following a Senate Inquiry 
into this issue last year, the Educa-
tion and Employment Committee 
made a raft of recommendations to 
protect small business and work-
ers – that do not appear to be on the 
Turnbull government’s agenda.

“Instead they are fi xated on 
industrial relations and going after 
workers, rather than address the sys-
temic issues that wreak havoc on 
the community and the economy.”

Noonan pointed to the collapse 
of Tagara in Bob Day’s home state 
of South Australia earlier this year 
as a case in point.

“The collapse of Tagara left 

700 small businesses out of pocket 
to the tune of $27 million. Tagara 
director Tullio Tagliaferri was actu-
ally the president of the South Aus-
tralian Master Builders Association 
at the time.

“Construction companies rou-
tinely break the law in this country 
and get away with it,” he said.

“Yet Bob Day supported bring-
ing back the ABCC that punishes 
unions and workers rather than deal 
with more profound and pressing 
issues that require a major legisla-
tive overhaul.” 

On Bob 
“the Dodgy” builder

Sydney

Vigil demanding 
that the USA 

stop the blockade on Cuba
Thursday November 17 at 5:30 pm Martin Place, Sydney

Also to stop the subversion of funds against Cuba and return Guantánamo to the Cuban people
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The year 2017 marks the centen-
nial of the October 1917 Socialist 
Revolution.
The October Revolution is the 
major event in the historical proc-
ess of emancipation of the exploit-
ed, the oppressed, the workers and 
the peoples, a process which has 
been marked by important revo-
lutionary events from the days of 
primitive society, through slavery, 
feudalism and capitalism.

After thousands of years of soci-
eties in which the socio-econom-
ic systems have been based on the 
exploitation of man by man, the 
October Revolution began a new 
epoch in the History of Humankind, 
the epoch of the transition from capi-
talism to socialism. It was the fi rst 
revolution that, through far-reaching 
democratic transformations in the 
political, economic, social and cul-
tural spheres, and by ensuring social 
progress and justice, and correspond-
ing to the yearnings of the workers 
and the peoples, undertook the edifi -
cation of a society without exploiters, 
nor exploited people.

Worsening crisis
In our times, after the course of 

the 20th Century and 100 years after 
the October Revolution, when the 
capitalist system, with its exploita-
tive, oppressive, aggressive and 
predatory nature and the tragic con-
sequences which it entails, is affl ict-
ed by its worsening structural crisis, 
it has become even more evident 
that capitalism is responsible for the 
growing problems and dangers con-
fronting Humankind. The reality of 
the world today proves the impor-
tance and scope of the October Rev-
olution’s goals, and affi rms socialism 
as a requirement of today and for the 
future.

To commemorate the centennial 

of the October Revolution means 
to assert it as the most advanced 
achievement in the millennia-long 
process of the liberation of Human-
kind from all forms of exploitation 
and oppression.

To commemorate this centennial 
is to expose the nature of capitalism, 
with its dramatic social scourges and 
the threats which it poses for the life 
of the peoples and even for Human-
kind’s survival. It is to highlight the 
relevance and the validity of social-
ism, to reaffi rm the need and the 
possibility of a revolutionary over-
coming of capitalism, by socialism 
and communism.

To commemorate this centenni-
al is to value the role of the work-
ing class, of workers and peoples, in 
the transformation of society. It is to 
underscore the strength that results 
from their unity, organization and 
struggle. It is to reaffi rm that the 
success of the resistance against the 
current offensive by big capital and 
imperialism, and the achievement of 
their social and national emancipa-
tion, lies in their own hands.

To commemorate the October 
Revolution is to pay tribute to those 
who made it and to assert socialism’s 
great political, economic, social, cul-
tural, scientifi c, technological and 
civilisational achievements in the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
(USSR) and its immense contribution 
to the advancement of the emancipa-
tion struggle of the workers and the 
peoples.

Lessons of history
To commemorate this centen-

nial means to make good use of the 
teachings of the, previously unheard 
of, processes of building socialism in 
the Soviet Union and in other coun-
tries, of the successes and defeats, of 
the advances and retreats, of all the 

long struggle that preceded them, 
as important experiences that enrich 
and inspire the ongoing struggle for 
socialism and communism.

To commemorate the Octo-
ber Revolution is to, on the basis 
of Marxism-Leninism, take the ini-
tiative and oppose the ideologi-
cal offensive against socialism and 
communism, stressing the roots and 
the role of anti-communism and anti-
Sovietism, as tools of capital in the 
class struggle.

The October Revolution and the 
subsequent historical experience of 
building socialism should not be 
marked as historically dated, fi xat-
ed events from the past, but rather 
as the source of important teachings, 
and an example of transformations 
and achievements which are refl ected 
and are updated in the revolutionary 
praxis of today, and which project 
into the future.

To commemorate the Octo-
ber Revolution is to assert that the 
future does not belong to capital-
ism, it belongs to socialism and 
communism.

On November 7, 1917 (October 
the 25 according to the old Russian 
calendar), the Russian proletari-
at, with the Bolshevik Party’s van-
guard role, guided by a revolutionary 
theory, with the notable contribution 
of Lenin, took its future into its own 
hands. It rose to power and launched, 
in a victorious revolution, the foun-
dations of a new society, in a country 
that had been ravaged by imperialist 
war (World War I), and with a people 
that suffered exploitation, repression, 
hunger and illiteracy.

The revolution embodied the 
yearnings of the millennia-long 
struggle of the exploited and the 
oppressed, from the slave revolts of 
Antiquity, to the peasant revolts of 
the Middle Ages, the French Revo-
lution of 1789 – which was part and 
parcel of the defeat of feudalism 
and the advent of capitalism – to the 
working-class insurrections of the 
19th Century.

The October Revolution had, as 
historical harbingers, from which it 
drew important lessons, the 1871 
Paris Commune – the fi rst, albeit 
short-lived, historical experience of 
the conquest and exercise of power 
by the proletariat, clearly superior 
also in terms of political democracy; 
the 1905 Russian Revolution – the 
fi rst great popular revolution with an 
organised role of the working class 
and working people; and the Febru-
ary 1917 Revolution, which marked 
the end of Czarist power, already 
with a tested working class and a 
Party that was organisationally and 

ideologically prepared to assume 
the leadership of the struggle of 
the working and popular masses in 
taking power.

The October Revolution under-
took the task of putting an end to all 
forms of social and national exploita-
tion and oppression, and signifi cant-
ly adopted, as its fi rst measures, the 
decrees on peace and on the abolition 
of latifundio (big landowning elites) 
ownership of the land.

Transformation
The October Revolution was an 

inspiring revolutionary undertak-
ing which, resisting and overcoming 
complex situations and diffi culties 
– boycotts, sabotage, intervention 
by imperialist powers, civil war, 
economic blockade, treason – and, 
in an irregular and bumpy process, 
transformed into reality the aspira-
tions and dreams of the workers, the 
exploited, the oppressed, those who 
were discriminated against, paving 

the way for the construction of a soci-
ety hitherto unknown to Humankind.

The Socialist Revolution trans-
formed the old and backward Russia 
of the Czars into a highly developed 
country, capable of containing, as it 
did for decades, imperialism’s goal of 
world-wide domination.

The USSR, in a historically 
short time span, achieved signifi cant 
industrial and agricultural develop-
ment, eradicated illiteracy and gener-
alised access to education, did away 
with unemployment, ensured public 
healthcare and social protection, 
guaranteed and promoted the rights 
of women, children, young people 
and the elderly, expanded the impact 
of vanguard artistic movements and 
of the forms of cultural creation and 
fruition, achieved high scientifi c and 
technological standards, putting into 
practice forms of democratic par-
ticipation of the workers and the 
masses of the people, undertook to 
solve the complex issue of oppressed 

Centennial of the October Revolution
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nationalities, raised the values of 
friendship, of solidarity, of peace and 
cooperation between the peoples.

The Soviet Union was the fi rst 
country in the world to put into prac-
tice, or develop like no other, funda-
mental social rights, such as the right 
to work, the 8-hour maximum work-
ing day, paid holidays, the equality 
of rights of men and women in the 
family, in society and at work, mater-
nity rights and protection, the right to 
a home, free medical care, a univer-
sal and free social security and free 
education. The Soviet Union scored 
pioneering achievements for Human-
kind, such as putting the fi rst artifi cial 
satellite into Space – Sputnik – and 
the fi rst man in Space – cosmonaut 
Yuri Gagarin.

The Soviet Union, the Soviet 
people under the leadership of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union, achieved successes and con-
quests of major international impact 
that stimulated the struggle of the 

workers and the peoples of the whole 
world.

Enter the 
Communist Parties

Under the impact of the victory 
of the October Revolution, numer-
ous Communist Parties were created 
all over the world, the international 
Communist movement arose, the 
workers’ movement and its ideals 
became stronger, the ideals of Marx-
ism-Leninism propagated among the 
masses.

The USSR, the Soviet people, 
the Red Army, gave a decisive con-
tribution towards the victory over 
Nazi-fascism in World War II, in a 
heroic struggle that cost over 20 mil-
lion lives.

After the victory over Nazi-fas-
cism, and due to its example and 
enormous prestige, to the strength 
of the ideals of socialism which it 
projected, and to its solidarity and 

activity in international affairs, the 
USSR gave major support to the 
peoples who chose, and fought for, 
the edifi cation of socialist societies, 
to the struggle for and achievement, 
by millions of workers, of rights 
and freedoms in capitalist countries 
and to the dynamic of struggle of 
the national liberation movement, 
the downfall of colonialism and the 
achievement of independence for 
numerous peoples and nations that 
had, for centuries, been subjected to 
the colonial yoke. 

The USSR and the social-
ist system were an often decisive 
factor for achievements and advanc-
es that were, for the fi rst time ever, 
won by the workers and peoples 
in their world-wide struggle for 
emancipation.

The disappearance of the USSR 
and the defeats of socialism in eastern 
Europe, had an undeniable and pro-
found negative impact on the world 
balance of forces, on the conscious-
ness of the masses and on the devel-
opment of the struggle for socialism. 
An enormous regression occurred, 
in the political, economic, social and 
cultural conditions of the peoples of 
those countries and for other peoples 
of the world.

The world’s evolution following 
the defeats of socialism thus high-
lighted, even further, the importance 
of socialism’s historical achieve-
ments and the civilisational advanc-
es associated with it, and underscored 
the superiority of the new social 
system in solving the problems and 
in materializing the aspirations of the 
peoples.

The nature of capitalism did not 
change, and the need for its revolu-
tionary overthrow persists. The 20th 
Century was not that of the “demise 
of Communism”, but the Century in 
which Communism was born as a 
new and superior society.

Irreconcilable 
contradictions

The current world situation 
reveals the exploitative, aggressive 
and predatory nature of capitalism.

Submerged in its structural 
crisis, capitalism has nothing more 
to offer the peoples than further 
accumulation, centralisation and 
concentration of wealth, heightened 
exploitation, more social inequal-
ity and injustice, attacks against 
social and labour rights, the denial 
of democratic rights and freedoms, 
the plunder and destruction of 
resources, interferences and aggres-
sions against national sovereignty, 
militarism and war, which are being 
taken to all corners of the world in 
its imperialist stage.

Millions of workers are driven 
to unemployment and the most vio-
lent forms of exploitation. Millions 
of human beings are deprived of their 
fundamental rights, and left to pov-
erty, hunger and subjected to child 
labour, slave labour and human traf-
fi cking. Millions of human beings are 
the victims of imperialist aggressions 
and are fl eeing war and destruction. 
Entire peoples are doomed to under-
development, dependence, national 
oppression.

Capitalism, by its own nature, 
cannot overcome its irreconcilable 
contradictions – namely between 
capital and labour, between the social 
character of production and its pri-
vate appropriation – and embarks on 
an inexorable concentration of capi-
tal, with productive disorder. Hungry 
for the appropriation and concentra-
tion of capital, capitalism not only 
does not give answers to the prob-
lems of Humankind as, with the capi-
talist appropriation of the immense 
potential opened up by labour, by 
scientifi c and technological progress 
and development, it increases social 
injustice, contradictions and inequal-
ity. Capitalism is a system that per-
manently clashes with the needs, the 
interests and the aspirations of work-
ers and peoples.

More than ever, socialism 
emerges with redoubled relevance 
as a requirement of the process of 
emancipation of the workers and the 
peoples.

Achieved through different paths 
and stages, Socialism is becoming 
with increasing clarity, the goal of the 
peoples, a prospect and pre-requisite 
for a future of full human liberation 
and fulfi llment.

The PCP reaffi rms that over a 
shorter or longer historical period, 
through the struggle for the social 
and national emancipation of workers 
and peoples, it is the replacement of 
capitalism by socialism which, in the 
21st century, continues to be the real 
possibility and the most solid pros-
pect for the evolution of Humankind. 

The PCP reaffi rms its unshakable 
commitment to fi ght so that socialism 
may become a reality in the future of 
the Portuguese people. 
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Finian Cunningham

We really have entered a macabre 
twilight zone when US-led war-
planes are massacring civilians in 
several countries – and yet Wash-
ington and its allies condemn 
others for war crimes.

Of course, governments that act 
criminally cannot be expected to be 
honest. But what about nominally 
independent organisations like the 
United Nations and Western media? 
The collective deception is damning 
proof of systematic complicity.

What makes it more disturb-
ing is that if criminality can be so 
capriciously covered-up by institu-
tions that are relied upon for law and 
accountability then the world really 
is in a dangerous, dark place. The 
latest atrocity involved US coalition 
aircraft reportedly killing 15 women 
and injuring 50 others when they hit a 
funeral procession near the northern 
Iraqi city of Kirkuk.

American-led coalition war-
planes, including from Britain, 
France, and Turkey, are bombing 
Iraq, supposedly to help defeat the 
Islamic State (Daesh) terror group.

Shamefully, the Western news 
media, which have been blaring alle-
gations of war crimes against Russia 
over its military operations in Syria, 
were largely silent on the massacre 
near Kirkuk. Only days before that 
barbarity, there were several other 
mass atrocities committed by Amer-
ican allies elsewhere in the Middle 
East.

In Syria, two F-16 fi ghter jets 
belonging to NATO member Bel-
gium killed six civilians in the village 
of Hassadjek, near Aleppo. Within 
hours of that murderous assault, war-
planes from Turkey, another NATO 
member, were responsible for killing 
some 150 Syrian civilians in multiple 
air raids also in the Aleppo country-
side, according to Syrian state media.

Meanwhile, in Yemen, the US-
backed Saudi air bombardment con-
tinued its slaughter of innocents 
despite cynically declaring a non-
entity ceasefi re earlier in the week. 
Three farmers were killed in Saudi 
air strikes in Saada province – almost 
a week after American and Saudi 
warplanes massacred 140 people 
attending a funeral ceremony in the 
capital Sanaa. Another grotesque 
“anti-terror” operation.

Washington and its allies are now 
openly bombing sovereign countries 
without any legal mandate. As such, 
these actions constitute the crime of 

aggression – the most grave violation 
of international law. This is a redux 
of 1930s fascist banditry by Western 
states who haughtily pontifi cate to 
Russia.

In Syria, the US-led coalition, 
including Britain and France, have 
been carrying out air strikes on that 
country for over two years, killing 
hundreds of civilians – all in the 
name of “fi ghting terrorism”. Three 
months ago, in late July, US and 
French warplanes murdered over 
100 civilians, including women and 
children, in and around the town of 
Manbij, near Aleppo, in wave after 
wave of bombings.

Occasionally, the Western news 
media do give reports on such crimes. 
But, generally, their duty is to mini-
mise, by describing such incidents 
as unfortunate “collateral damage”, 
if not to wilfully cover-up, as in the 
latest atrocity near Kirkuk.

Nevertheless, the entire hideous 
Western charade is gradually being 
exposed.

For nearly six years, Syria has 
been almost completely destroyed 
by a US-led covert war for regime 
change. To achieve this illicit objec-
tive, Washington and its NATO and 
regional allies funded, armed and 
directed a proxy army of the most 
vile terror groups.

When Russia and Iran intervened 
last year to help their Syrian ally 
against this international criminal 
conspiracy, the country was brought 
back from the brink of devastation. 
The terrorist proxy army supported 

by Washington, London, Paris, 
Turkey, Saudi Arabia and Qatar, has 
been routed from hundreds of towns 
and villages.

Syria is being liberated from a 
scourge unleashed in March 2011 
by US-led insurgents under the guise 
of a “pro-democracy uprising”. That 
narrative has always been absurd 
for anyone with critical thinking. 
Head-chopping jihadists for democ-
racy? Sword-wielding Saudi and 
Qatari despots advocating pluralist 
elections?

Besides, Syria already had a 
relatively robust democracy under 
President Bashar al Assad. Before 
the US-led war for regime change, 
Syria enjoyed a reputation for reli-
gious freedom, peaceful coexistence 
and benign social development.

The Western media, in the serv-
ice of promoting their governments’ 
geopolitical agenda, have grossly 
distorted events in Syria. Instead 
of investigating a Western-backed 
criminal subversion involving state-
sponsorship of terrorism, the media 
have violated honest, independent 
journalism with outright lies and 
fabrications. 

The Western public have been 
told that Washington and its allies 
are bombing a (sovereign) country 
to “defeat terrorism” when in fact 
any genuine, critical inquiry shows 
the opposite to be the case.

In the northern city of Aleppo, the 
Syrian army, supported by Russia, is 
liberating tens of thousands of civil-
ians who have been held under siege, 

against their will, by the West’s terror 
proxies since 2012.

Western media coverage on 
Aleppo is a diabolical sham. The US, 
British and French governments, as 
well as other Europeans, are jump-
ing up and down with accusations 
of war crimes against Russia and its 
Syrian ally.

Scarcely any evidence is pre-
sented to substantiate these unhinged 
Western claims of what is happen-
ing in Aleppo. Virtually all the infor-
mation that the West relies on for its 
allegations is sourced from Western 
and Saudi-funded organisations such 
as the so-called White Helmets and 
Aleppo Media Center, both of whom 
are embedded with proscribed terror 
groups like Jabhat al Nusra and Ahrar 
al Sham.

The Western capacity for denial 
is astounding. The vast majority of 
Aleppo residents – some 1.6 million 
people – are living willingly under 
the protection of the Syrian army. 
Yet the Western media never report 
this. Rather they focus on a minority 
district besieged by terrorists whom 
they lionise as “heroic rebels”.

Even when verifi able live broad-
casts in Aleppo, set up at the human-
itarian aid corridors established by 
Russian and Syrian authorities, dem-
onstrate beyond doubt that the truces 
are fl agrantly violated by the West-
ern-beloved “rebels”, still the myth-
making continues. 

During three days of humani-
tarian pause to help vacate the area 
of civilians, the militants were seen 

shelling neutral transport arrange-
ments and of holding people as 
human shields.

However, Western media vague-
ly and mendaciously report on “lack 
of security” hampering aid delivery.

Washington and its European 
allies, primarily Britain and France, 
as well as UN chiefs Ban Ki-Moon 
and Staffan de Mistura, the special 
envoy to Syria, are a disgrace. So 
too are the Western corporate news 
media who have lied all the way to 
conceal the real criminals in Syria.

In this mayhem and madness, it 
might seem perhaps counterintuitive 
to be optimistic. But good reason for 
optimism is that Western govern-
ments and their servile media are 
exposing themselves for the crimi-
nals and liars that they are.

The rogue-state behaviour of 
Washington and its allies has become 
so rampant it is no longer possible to 
hide. The public anger and disdain 
for this murdering cabal is fuelled 
not only by what they see in Syria 
and the region. People all around 
the world are making the connection 
that US-led warmongering and dirty 
wars are rooted in the same murder-
ing and plundering capitalist system 
that is killing their own societies and 
communities.

People are realising more than 
ever that the high and mighty West-
ern leaders who presume to sit as 
judges casting condemnations on 
others are actually the lowest, most 
despicable criminals.
Sputnik 

Crimes of aggression

Washington and its allies are now openly bombing sovereign countries without any legal mandate.

In the USSR, life was boring
Ivan Solovyov

I have realised the main problem 
of the Soviet Union. In the USSR, 
as it turns out, life was boring. 
There were no wars with neigh-
boring republics, no separatism, 
no ethnic cleansing, no raids, no 
economic crises, no criminal gangs 
– boredom at its fi nest.

In the USSR, there was no such 
thing as riot police as we know it. 
When the only uprising in the his-
tory of the USSR occurred in Novo-
cherkassk, it turned out that there 
were no special units to disperse 
demonstrators. There were no water 
cannons, no tear gas, no rubber bul-
lets or batons – there was literally 
nothing. The soldiers, who were 
ordered to disperse the demonstra-
tors, did not know what to do.

In the United States, the bastion 

of democracy, the situation was a 
lot different. A riot in New Jersey 
ended with a few hundred people 
killed. A riot in Los Angeles in 1992 
– 52 were killed. A riot in Baltimore 
– hundreds of dead bodies. When I 
do not specify the exact number of 
the victims, it means that the data 
on the subject was classifi ed by the 
most democratic government in the 
world. There are dozens of other 
cases.

I’m not talking about those 
unarmed people, who get killed 
by police offi cers in the USA on a 
daily basis. All this is happening 
with the support of such democratic 
tools as water cannons, armoured 
cars, batons, gas and stun grenades, 
blinding lasers, rubber bullets and 
so on.

In the USSR, life was boring. 
As soon as the USSR broke up, the 

fun started. The Armenians went 
to war against the Azerbaijanis for 
Karabakh, the war in Transnistria 
occurred, Georgian ethnic cleans-
ing swept across South Ossetia 
and Abkhazia, Chechen terrorists 
emerged along with human traf-
fi cking and drug traffi cking from 
Central Asia, criminal gangs started 
multiplying at an exponential rate 
and so on. That was a lot of fun 
indeed.

As long as no one could make 
the United States fall apart, the 
Americans took the situation in 
their hands and made another nation 
fall into pieces – Yugoslavia. They 
bombed Serbia, created a jihad-
ist enclave in Kosovo, invaded a 
few other countries, killed several 
millions of the people, orches-
trated coups in several other states 
and built as many military bases 

as possible all over the world. One 
can even bet their money on which 
country the United States may wish 
to invade next. That’s a lot of fun!

Can one compare all this fun to 
free apartments, free education, free 
healthcare and free tickets to sana-
toriums that people could get during 
the times of the Soviet Union? 
Nowadays, people have fun rais-
ing loans one after another, paying 
mortgages while making their ends 
meet, paying health insurance and 
working at two or three jobs to be 
able to afford all this fun.

Ukraine was living a boring 
life after the collapse of the Soviet 
Union for a long time too. They 
had some racketeering, clashes 
between gangsters, but that was 
boring! The Ukrainians did not 
have any civil wars, no ethnic 
cleansing – nothing. People had 

nothing to talk about in their kitch-
ens at night.

The fun came with Maidan 
riots. The civil war arrived, the 
Ukrainians started looking for 
Putin’s spies around every corner, 
Poroshenko went on his major 
“Gimme Lots of Cash” world tour 
(the tour was hugely successful; 
Poroshenko is planning to extend 
it). Citizens of Ukraine fi nally had 
something to talk about – for exam-
ple, how many millions Yatsenyuk 
could steal for the construction of a 
wall on the border with Russia.

Nowadays, as confl icts in the 
Middle East are spinning out of 
control, heralding another world 
war, while millions of Arab refugees 
inundate Europe, one can’t help but 
have the feeling that life without the 
USSR has become so much better.
pravda.ru 
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Emile Shepers

For the umpteenth time, the Wash-
ington Post called for the US to 
intensify efforts to bring about 
regime change in Venezuela. The 
Washington DC daily is just one of 
a large number of US media out-
lets for whom Venezuela-bashing 
has become an obsession.

This time, the spate of anti-Vene-
zuela articles in the US press is using 
the pretext of the announced suspen-
sion of a presidential recall vote by 
Venezuelan election authorities.

The referendum was initiated by 
the right wing majority in the Ven-
ezuelan National Assembly, with 
the purpose of removing President 
Nicolas Maduro, of the Venezue-
lan United Socialist Party (PSUV), 
from power, and triggering a new 
presidential election which the Right 
thinks it would win. On October 
20, Venezuelan electoral officials 
announced the suspension of work 
on the referendum.

Why the Right wants 
a quick referendum

Earlier this year, the Right met 
with frustration when electoral offi -
cials announced that there is no way 
a recall election could be scheduled 
before January 10, 2017. If the ref-
erendum was voted on before that 
date, and Maduro lost, it would trig-
ger a new election. However, if the 
referendum is done after that date 
and Maduro loses, he would merely 
be replaced by his vice president, 
Aristóbulo Istúriz, who is also a 
member of the ruling coalition. (If 
Istúriz ends up as president, he would 
be the fi rst Afro-Venezuelan to hold 
that post.)

When the impossibility of hold-
ing the election before January 10 
was announced, the right-wing oppo-
sition raised a ruckus. But the elec-
tion commission pointed out that the 
protest demonstrations, and the sub-
mission of many invalid signatures 
by the opposition itself, had slowed 
down the process.

This time, separate state crimi-
nal courts in the states of Monagas, 
Aragua, Apure and Carabobo ruled 
that work on the referendum has to 
be suspended because of the exces-
sive numbers of invalid, and seem-
ingly fraudulent, signatures on the 

referendum petitions – throwing 
into question more than 600,000 of 
the nearly 2 million signatures sub-
mitted. The signatures, according to 
electoral offi cials, included those of 
minor children, of dead people, of 
jailed criminals and, in some cases, 
of persons whose names were signed 
for them without their permission.

The right-wing opposition is not 
taking this lying down and is planning 
massive street demonstrations like 
the “guarimba” protests in 2014 that 
resulted in 43 deaths, mostly of gov-
ernment supporters, security person-
nel and bystanders. Nor are Maduro’s 
supporters going to keep silent: on 
October 23, a protest demonstration 
took place within the chambers of the 
National Assembly, resulting in some 
fi sticuffs (though nobody was seri-
ously injured) and more pro-Maduro 
protests are planned.

Now, as of this writing, the 
Venezuelan National Assembly has 
moved to start an impeachment proc-
ess against Maduro in the hopes that 
they can achieve results similar to the 
removal of President Dilma Rousseff 
in Brazil earlier this year.

The right-wing opposition 
denounces Maduro’s government 
for bypassing it in decision making. 
In return, the government’s support-
ers point out that the current National 
Assembly illegally seated three mem-
bers whose elections were marred 
by signifi cant irregularities, in direct 
defi ance of a Supreme Court order.

There are calls from govern-
ment supporters for the prosecution 
of people who submitted false sig-
natures, on the grounds that this not 
only violated election laws but the 
rights of real people whose names 
were forged on the petitions.

The Venezuelan opposition is 
calling for support from the United 
States and the Organisation of Ameri-
can States, whose Secretary Gener-
al, Luis Almagro, who is Uruguayan, 
has been a strident critic of the Ven-
ezuelan government. A collection 
of right wing and social democratic 
politicians, many from Europe, has 
pursued a non-stop campaign of oust-
ing the Venezuelan government. The 
right-wing governments of Brazil, 
Argentina and Paraguay are also 
involved in these activities.

(It should be noted that none of 
the countries that have been criti-
cising Venezuela on this matter, 

including the United States, them-
selves have such an institution as the 
removal of the federal president from 
offi ce via a recall referendum. In the 
United States, such a possibility 
exists for some state governors, but 
it has never been possible to remove 
the president via a recall referendum, 
and as far as anyone knows, such a 
thing is not contemplated at present.)

The right-wing opposition sus-
pects President Maduro of playing 
for time: improving economic con-
ditions under Maduro may under-
cut the public support that gave the 
opposition a majority in the Nation-
al Assembly in the December 2015 
elections.

Voters want 
Maduro to stay

A recent poll by the Hinterlaces 
fi rm, considered reputable, suggests 
that this approach may be working. 
The poll, published on October 16, 
showed that 51 percent of people 
responding would rather see Ven-
ezuela’s problems tackled under 
Maduro’s leadership, while only 24 
percent felt the opposition would do 
a better job. According to commen-
tator Rachel Boothroyd-Rojas, this 
uptick in support for Maduro may be 
related to new government efforts to 
tackle the problem of scarcities via 
a new set of distribution centres, 

called CLAPS (Comités Locales de 
Abastacimiento y Producción, or 
Local Committees for Supply and 
Production).

Other reasons that Hinterlaces 
gives as possibly helping Maduro 
include: The reappearance of some 
food and personal hygiene items in 
shops, better control over distribution 
by government security agencies, a 
decrease in black market activities, 
better personal security conditions, 
and increases in wages and bonuses 
(to partially catch up with skyrocket-
ing infl ation).

Meanwhile, in neighbouring 
Brazil and in Argentina further to the 
South, new right-wing governments 
have been imposing harsh austerity 
measures which, in turn, have trig-
gered massive protest demonstrations 
by labour unions and allied organisa-
tions. Clearly, the right-wing MUD 
(Democratic Unity Table) coali-
tion, which controls the Venezuelan 
National Assembly, intends to carry 
out similar policies if it captures the 
Mirafl ores Palace (the residence of 
the Venezuelan president). This may 
be giving pause to some Venezue-
lans who voted for the Right, or at 
least did not turn out to vote for the 
government parties, in the December 
elections.

The Venezuelan government 
accuses the Right of planning a 
coup, but at the same time, holds 

out an offer of dialogue facilitated 
by ex-president Leonel Fernandez 
of the Dominican Republic, ex-pres-
ident Martín Torrijos of Panama, 
and former Spanish Prime Minis-
ter José Luis Rodriguez Zapatero, 
with support of the Vatican and the 
Union of South American Nations 
(UNASUR). It would appear that the 
Right is divided on whether to par-
ticipate in that dialogue or not.

Hands off Venezuela
Meanwhile, we in the United 

States should recognise that our own 
government has neither the legal nor 
moral authority to interfere in Ven-
ezuela’s internal affairs, let alone try 
to destabilise that country’s govern-
ment. Yet that is precisely what the 
US is doing. Once again this year, 
President Obama issued a statement 
that Venezuela represents a threat to 
US interests and security. This is non-
sense, but its purpose is to provide 
the legal basis for sanctions against 
the Venezuelan government and offi -
cials. These and other arrogant anti-
Venezuela policies do not help the 
people of Venezuela one whit.

Calls to the White House, State 
Department and both houses of Con-
gress should demand “Hands off 
Venezuela.”
People’s World 

International

The referendum was initiated by the right wing majority with the purpose of removing President Nicolas Maduro from 

power, and triggering a new presidential election which the Right thinks it would win.

“Hands off Venezuela”

US abstains on Cuba
WT Whitney

Something new happened at the 
United Nations General Assem-
bly on October 26. When, for the 
25th consecutive year, the Assem-
bly voted on a Cuban resolution 
expressing “the necessity” for the 
United States to end its decades-
long economic, commercial and 
fi nancial blockade of the island, 
191 nations voted in favour, as 
they did in 2015. But this time, no 
nation opposed the resolution and 
the United States and Israel, the 
two who voted against it in 2015, 
abstained.

For the entire quarter century it 
was introduced, no more than three 
nations ever voted No. The many 
abstentions of the early years had 
become a mere handful. Now the 
standby No votes are gone.

Prior to the vote, delegates of 
39 countries spoke in the Assem-
bly, including those of Cuba and 
the United States, plus delegates 

of eight nations representing both 
regional blocs and their own nation, 
plus 29 others speaking on behalf of 
their countries. US Permanent Rep-
resentative Samantha Power, elic-
ited applause when she announced 
the United States would abstain. 
Predictably, she expressed concern 
over “serious human rights viola-
tions” in Cuba and insisted that US 
blockade regulations fi t with inter-
national law.

The tone of her remarks, how-
ever, was conciliatory and oriented 
to the future. She conceded that her 
own country has “work to do in 
fulfi lling these [human] rights for 
our own citizens.” She took note 
of US isolation in regard to Cuba, 
“including right here in the United 
Nations.”

Importantly, she praised Cuba 
for “advancing the welfare of its 
people” and peoples abroad. She 
mentioned Cuba’s efforts in com-
bating West Africa’s Ebola epidemic 
in 2014-15 and took note of Cuba’s 

Henry Reeve Brigade, a disaster-
relief medical unit named after a 
Brooklyn man who in the 19th cen-
tury fought for Cuban independence 
in Cuba.

Samantha Power cited Cuban 
physician Felix Sarria Baez’ expla-
nation as to why he returned to 
Sierra Leone after recovering from 
Ebola: “I needed to come back. 
Ebola is a challenge that I must fi ght 
to the fi nish here, to keep it from 
spreading to the rest of the world.” 
For Ms Power, Baez epitomised 
both multi-national collaboration 
and “what the United Nations looks 
like, when it works.” She expressed 
hope that the “US embargo” would 
end “once and for all.”

Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno 
Rodriguez spoke at length before 
the General Assembly, outlining a 
scenario for defeating the block-
ade. Already in place, he observed, 
were the “heroic resistance of our 
people;” “Cuban youth, heirs of 
this long glorious struggle;” and the 

“powerful political and ethical mes-
sage that this Assembly sent to the 
peoples of the world.” 

He lamented that most US exec-
utive-branch regulations applying 
to the blockade are unchanged, and 
that President Obama has left many 
of them intact, although he has 
“ample executive prerogatives” for 
removing them.

Obama’s modifi cations 
announced October 14 fall short, 
he said: “Instead of benefi ting the 
Cuban people, they favour the 
United States.”

Rodriguez thinks facts them-
selves are more important for 
“taking down” the blockade than 
“speeches, press statements, and 
even the vote of one delegation in 
this room.” 

In particular, “All Cuban fami-
lies and sectors suffer from its 
effects, in health care, education, 
food, services, prices, salaries, and 
pensions.” He reminded delegates 
of a central thesis of his ministry’s 

recent report to them: “The block-
ade is the principal obstacle to the 
economic and social development 
of our people.”

The Foreign Minister promised 
Cuban “values and symbols” will be 
defended and that struggle to build 
a “sovereign independent, social-
ist, democratic, prosperous, and 
sustainable nation” will continue. 
And, lifting the blockade is the “key 
factor for advancing toward normal-
isation of relations with the United 
States”. Doing so “will give signifi -
cance, depth, and validity to what 
we’ve achieved.”

At the very end of his speech, 
Rodriguez spoke to the US people, 
extending “our sincere gratitude 
for their growing support for this 
worthy purpose.” 

Thus activists in the “belly of 
the beast” – the US – were remind-
ed of their outsized role in the 
worldwide battle for justice, once 
and for all, for Cuba.
People’s World 
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Free and fair?
The right to a universal franchise 
is not unimportant and must be 
preserved, but the electoral system 
has and is being systematically 
manipulated to regularly produce 
an outcome different to that indi-
cated by the majority of voters. 
“The will of the people” is a cliché 
being regularly invoked by both 
Clinton and Trump and used by 
politicians in other countries as 
well. But the present system does 
not work out like that.

Any election is far from “fair” 
when only millionaires can buy 
the necessary radio and TV time 
and media space to put their poli-
cies before the people. The total of 
money spent by the Democrat and 
Republican campaigns runs into 
hundreds of millions of dollars and 
most of it is provided by corporate 
donors who expect to get more than 
their money back in the policies to 
be implemented by whoever is the 
winner. This money is not only spent 
on media time and space but is also 
used to stage-manage meetings with 
paid cheer-leaders. Support is bought 
and the favours of other politicians 
all have a price.

Australia is not free of similar 
manipulation of the electoral system. 
Amendments to the NSW electoral 
law has resulted in the exclusion 
of many smaller parties who might 
otherwise stand candidates. There is 
also a very onerous fi nancial hurdle 
to jump to stand candidates. The 

electoral changes at both state and 
federal level are designed to ensure 
that the existing two-party system 
remains intact with the spoils of 
offi ce being shared by the Labor and 
Liberal Parties long into the future.

The right to vote is only one ele-
ment in the electoral system. So long 
as the media is controlled by those 
who support either Liberal or Labor 
(or Democrat or Republican), so 
long as they are able to use govern-
ment offi ces to manipulate electoral 
campaigns and bribe voters with last 
minute handouts, so long as elector-
ate boundaries are manipulated, to 
mention only a few areas, there will 
be no such thing as “free and fair” 
elections.

The introduction of proportion-
al representation is one important 
measure that would help to achieve a 
fairer outcome. The media should be 
available to all and the government 
funding of the major parties’ elec-
tion campaigns brought to an end. 

Another aspect is the actual involve-
ment of the people in the selection 
of candidates and in the elaboration 
of policies.

Until these changes are imple-
mented, elections will continue to 
be manipulated and the outcome 
will favour the parties of the ruling 
class. The “will of the people” will 
be denied.

T Southern
Brisbane

Defend 
the Revolution
I can’t agree with Richard Titelius 
(“The road to where”, Letters, 
October 12) that China is no 
longer socialist and is embracing 
“capitalism with Chinese char-
acteristics”. While there are a 
number of individual capitalists, 
they are not strong or organised 
enough to constitute a capitalist 

class, let alone a ruling class, 
which remains fi rmly with the 
workers led by the Communist 
Party of China.

The core of the Chinese econo-
my remains collectivised and state-
owned enterprises dominate strategic 
industrial sectors.

The social gains of the revolu-
tion, mentioned in the editorial (Sep-
tember 21), also include throwing off 
the rule of landlords and imperialist 
subjugation, and raising some 600 
million people from poverty.

This new layer of capitalists 
does pose a serious threat of inter-
nal counterrevolution. With count-
less imperialist provocations against 
China, the threat of external capital-
ist restoration is also real. The call 
must therefore be for communists to 
defend the great people’s revolution 
of China.

David Bastin
ACT

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

The publicists employed by capitalism are 
fond of trumpeting the virtues of a “free 
press” which capitalist countries suppos-
edly enjoy. Journalists employed by capital-
ist media, however, know that their much 
vaunted freedom depends on the goodwill of 
media proprietors, the political tolerance of 
advertisers (who control the purse strings) 
and just what the capitalist state will let 
them get away with.

The capitalist country that makes the 
biggest song and dance about having a “free 
press” is, predictably, the USA. Yes, I know 
it’s ludicrous, but they have been brain-
washed on this for so long that they actually 
accept the idea that privately-owned media 
are somehow “free” whereas publicly-owned 
media are not!

Ironically, in the US context, PBS, the 
Public Broadcasting Service, is in fact used as 
a mouthpiece by the US government, especially 
the State Department, not directly of course but 
by way of planted stories, especially when cov-
ering foreign policy stories.

The USA’s carefully nurtured image as the 
home of the free press took a bit of a batter-
ing recently when authorities in North Dakota 
heavy-handedly tried to stop the media from 
reporting the struggle being waged by the Sioux 
nation against attempts by a private company 
to build an oil pipeline across tribal Sioux land 
against the wishes of the Native Americans who 
call that area home.

Native American activists protesting the 
construction of what is euphemistically called 
“the North Dakota Access pipeline” have been 
attacked by the police as well as private “secu-
rity” thugs hired by the oil industry. In the best 

traditions of America’s shameful treatment of 
its Indigenous population, the North Dakota 
state’s attorney has moved to stop the media 
even being able to report this struggle.

In a vindication for press freedom and land 
protectors fi ghting against the Dakota Access 
Pipeline, North Dakota has dismissed the “riot” 
charges against Amy Goodman.

In September, when journalist Amy Good-
man from Democracy Now! reported on 
pipeline company security guards physical-
ly assaulting a non-violent protest that was 
attempting to protect tribal lands she was 
arrested and – incredibly – charged with “riot”. 
Subsequently, fi lmmaker Deia Schlosberg was 
arrested for documenting a protest in solidar-
ity with the opponents of the pipeline project. 
Once again, this is not a minor matter: North 
Dakota authorities have charged Deia with 
offences that – if she were convicted – would 
see her facing up to 45 years in prison!

Delphine Halgand, US director for Report-
ers Without Borders (RSF), said, after the 
charges against Goodman were dismissed by 
the court: “We are relieved that the charges 
against Amy Goodman have been dismissed, 
but they never should have been fi led in the 
fi rst place.” Goodman herself said “This is a 
complete vindication of my right as a journalist 
to cover the attack on the protesters, and of the 
public’s right to know what is happening with 
the Dakota Access pipeline.

“We will continue to report on this epic 
struggle of Native Americans and their non-
Native allies taking on the fossil fuel industry 
and an increasingly militarised police in this 
time when climate change threatens the planet.”

The struggle to stop big oil riding 

roughshod over the people of North Dakota has 
struck a chord with many people in the US, 
aware that the actions of the fossil fuel industry 
and their tame politicians are in fact an attack 
on democracy itself (this newspaper has ran 
several reports on the struggle).

A press advocacy group with the possi-
bly ironic name Free Press delivered almost 
25,000 petitions to the offi ce of the state’s attor-
ney demanding that authorities drop all charg-
es against Goodman and anyone else covering 
the protests against the Dakota Access Pipeline 
project.

And another group, Food and Water Watch, 
has called on the US Department of Justice 
to investigate the arrests of the journalists. 
“Cracking down on Goodman, Schlosberg, 
and other journalists,” according to the organi-
sation’s executive director, Wenonah Hauter, 
“constitutes nothing less than a war on journal-
ism and a victory for fossil fuel interests that 
have banked on the pipeline”.

Amy Goodman identifi ed two of the sides 
in that war as “Native Americans and their 
non-Native allies” on one side and “the fossil 
fuel industry and an increasingly militarised 
police” on the other. In fact, of course, these 
are merely skirmishes in the much larger 
on-going war between the workers and the 
corporations.

She is right about one thing however: as 
part of that class war, the US police force is 
being steadily militarised. Once a civil force 
whose prime function was to prevent crime, the 
heavily-armed US police have metamorphosed 
into what has been accurately described as an 
army of occupation. They even have heavy 
weapons!

That, of course, is no more than one would 
expect. Whenever the people begin to fi ght 
back against capitalism’s attempts at exploi-
tation, the ruling class steps up its repression 
and the use of force. All the powers of the state 
are part of its arsenal, including of course the 
police and the courts. 

For all its fi ne talk lauding “the rule of 
law”, capitalism actually enacts most laws 
for the sole purpose of protecting property 
and the ownership of property. The courts are 
therefore a potent weapon in the hands of a 
ruling class determined to crush any signs of 
rebellion by the workers and other exploited 
folk.

When the workers win political power, one 
of the earliest and most important tasks they 
must undertake is to pass new laws favour-
ing the working people. What can happen to 
progressive governments when the law still 
favours the boss class was amply illustrated by 
the bloodless coup that removed the Whitlam 
Labor government in Australia after the cus-
tomary period of destabilisation to convince 
people that the government was incapable of 
functioning.

A similar coup using crafty legal manoeu-
vring was carried out recently against the 
progressive governments of Brazil and Ven-
ezuela. Without an election, the left-wing 
government in Brazil has been replaced by 
a right-wing “caretaker” government which 
is not only an eager tool of Washington but 
is possibly the most corrupt regime in all of 
South America.

And a pious US government dares to talk 
about human rights and respecting the rule of 
law! Ha! 

Culture
&Lifeby

Rob Gowland

Protesting Native American activists have been attacked by the police as well as private “security” thugs hired by the oil industry.

The free press – hurrah!
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Sam Lund-Harker

This summer I was lying on the 
runway at London City airport 
protesting its expansion. I felt hon-
oured to be part of a group who 
were prepared to risk their free-
dom and privilege to make change 
happen.

The same desire to support those 
putting their lives on the line for a 
cause led me to travel to la Zad (Zone 
a Defendre, or “Zone to defend”) In 
France, Europe’s biggest anti-airport 
protest.

La Zad sprang up in 2008, soon 
after the Loire-Atlantique prefec-
ture approved plans for a new air-
port – the Aéroport du Grand Ouest 
in Notre-Dame-des-Landes, north of 
Nantes. Their 4,000-acre-land quick-
ly became a state-free autonomous 
zone, populated by protesters as well 
as traditional farmers who refuse to 
leave the land as squatters. In 2012, 
the French government tried to clear 
the area and evict everyone, but the 
operation failed, and la Zad lived on. 

Going there, I discovered the 
place had evolved from a resistance 
camp against a planned airport into 
a creation of community and fl our-
ishing biodiversity. The landscape 
is dotted with buildings made from 
cast-offs; wooden pallets, straw bales 
or corrugated iron. Chalets, cabins, 
and tree houses suspended in the 
tops of woodlands abound. There are 
bakeries, a brewery, bike workshops 
and beehives, commercial farms and 
communal kitchens.

But recent news says that France 
is to launch a new eviction drive 
directly after the evictions of migrants 
in Calais this autumn. I won’t draw 
inappropriate parallels – those at la 
Zad have more choice to leave than 
those at Calais – but at both la Zad 
and Calais the powers that be will not 

tackle the root causes of the issues, 
preferring rather to bury their heads 
in the sand and send in the bulldozers.

Perhaps it was because I was 
there with the threat of eviction and 
destruction hanging overhead, but 
when there I was struck by just how 
peaceful and beautiful this threat-
ened landscape is. The plateaued 
expanse that is home to la Zad was 
originally created by ancient forest 
clearings which left moorland, which 
was in turn gradually infringed upon 
by fi elds. The land was greatly cele-
brated as common land with common 
usage, successfully resisted inclusion 
in enclosures in the 1700s and then 
split into individually owned plots in 
the 1800s.

The land acts as a vital wet-
land habitat for the area, perfect 
for amphibians and water voles 
and is home to many protected spe-
cies including the Marbled Newt. It 
is unique in that it does not suffer 
from the presence of invasive spe-
cies (such as crayfi sh), unlike most 
other major wetlands in France. This 
abundance of insects and wild crea-
tures is aided by the fact that 30 per-
cent of the land is left uncultivated; 
having the land free from agricultural 
machinery and insecticide is benefi t-
ing the environment. As is the natu-
ral approach to farming taken by the 
Zad-ists and by many of the farmers 
on the territory. 

This abundance of wildlife is, in 
turn, helping the communities there: 
offi cial investigations into the fl ora, 
reptiles and amphibians on the land 
resulted in a delay of evictions. In 
2014, the ministry of ecology issued 
a clear statement that there was no 
confi dence in the re-location plans 
for these species and advised against 
the construction of the airport. But 
plans for Nantes’s second airport 
proceeded.

On October 16, 2012, under the 
instruction of Prime Minister Manuel 
Valls, then Home Secretary, 1,200 
police swarmed into la Zad. Road 
blocks, riot police and bulldozers 
overran the site, and the authorities 
razed 75 percent of the buildings to 
the ground in just two days. Howev-
er, the resistance fuelled sympathies 
across the nation and support grew. 
In the months leading up to the evic-
tion a group had planned a re-occu-
pation of la Zad. 

And on the November 17, 2012, 
a month after the beginning of the 
eviction attempts 40,000 people 
joined the re-occupation of la Zad. 
The evictions ended.

Since re-occupation, French 
police have not been back into la 
Zad. It’s a state-free space, where 
there is land to grow enough food for 
its inhabitants to sustain themselves. 
It has widespread support from the 
people in the region and around 
France. Over recent months hundreds 
of people from all over Europe have 
been trained in how to resist eviction 
attempts. On the weekend that I trav-
elled to la Zad around 20,000 people 
came to show their support, planting 
sticks in the soil as a declaration of 
their intent to return and defend the 
site if necessary.

Common land lies at the heart of 
this community but, contrary to the 

assertions of ecologist Garrett Hardin 
in his famous essay, “The Tragedy 
of the Commons”, the people at la 
Zad do not use the land for short-term 
gain, letting it deteriorate. The land 
has provided home for the Zad-ists 
and, in return, people of la Zad have 
become its guardians. The bio system 
and the celebration of its mutual 
dependence with people goes back 
centuries in Notre-dame-des-landes. 
It’s something that the people of the 
region value along with the 40,000 
men and women who came to protect 
it in 2012, and if we value it and want 
it to fl ourish it is something that we 
will need to fi ght for. 
New Internationalist 
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Europe’s biggest 
anti-airport protest

Sydney

THE FIGHT’S NOT OVER
Sydney injured workers rally

Friday November 4 at 12:30 pm 

Outside NSW Parliament
6 Macquarie Street Sydney

To mark the beginning of the Law and Justice Committee review of the 2012 workers’ compensation changes
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With the obligations it has imposed on 
member countries of the trade body to 
recognise and strengthen patent protec-
tion on pharmaceuticals, the World Trade 
Organisation’s Agreement on Trade-Relat-
ed Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights 
(TRIPS implemented more than 16 years 
ago) is denying patients in the develop-
ing world access to life-saving essential 
medicines. The countries of the South now 
fi nd themselves ranged against Northern 
governments and powerful pharmaceuti-
cal lobbies in their fi ght, at the WTO and 
beyond, to ensure public health takes prec-
edence over corporate profi ts.

Of the 50 percent of the patients in devel-
oping countries who lack access to essential 
drugs, many die because the drugs are patented 
and therefore too expensive. These patented 
drugs include treatment for tuberculosis and 
AIDS as well as the Hepatitis-B vaccine.

The problem with TRIPS
The TRIPS Agreement requires all WTO 

members to adapt their laws to the minimum 
standards of Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) 
protection.

During the 1980s, the gradual erosion of 
the developed countries’ supremacy in manu-
facturing and technology, due to the rise of the 
Asian countries as competitors, was a cause 
for concern.

The industrial lobbies convinced devel-
oped-country governments on the need to 
link trade with IPRs, in order to prevent imi-
tation and to increase returns on research and 
development.

Monopoly rights granted by IPRs were 
regarded as crucial to prevent the developing 
countries from further undergoing the “catch-
ing-up” process towards industrialisation based 
on imitating and copying technologies, as the 
developed countries themselves had done.

In other words, IPR protection was a tool to 
guarantee the comparative advantage that had 
so far ensured the developed countries’ techno-
logical supremacy.

Prior to the negotiation of the TRIPS 
Agreement, over 50 countries (including devel-
oped countries) did not confer patent protection 
on pharmaceuticals.

Many developing countries regarded the 
absence of protection as necessary to promote 
access to drugs at competitive prices. Imple-
mentation of the TRIPS Agreement has led to 
high drug prices, low access and a weakening 
of national pharmaceutical industries.

Twenty-year protection
The minimum term of 20-year patent pro-

tection required by the TRIPS Agreement has 
effectively allowed pharmaceutical companies 
a monopoly over its patented drug.

Free from competition, the company will 
be able to keep the price of the drug high during 
the protection period. By virtue of TRIPS pro-
tection, no generic equivalent can come into 
the market until expiry of the 20 years, denying 
patients cheaper alternatives.

The TRIPS Agreement extends the scope 
of patent protection to both products and proc-
esses. Product patents provide for absolute pro-
tection of the product, whereas process patents 
provide protection in respect of the technology 
and method of manufacture.

Monopoly protection would be extended 
through minor changes to the existing medi-
cines where the product patents have expired.

Threat to domestic industry
Developing-country pharmaceutical pro-

ducers will fi nd themselves pushed out of the 
market, having to compete with the large tran-
snational corporations (TNCs).

For the smaller producers in the developing 
world which specialise in and depend on man-
ufacturing cheaper generic alternatives, this 
would no longer be possible (until the expiry 
of the 20-year period).

The TRIPS Agreement further requires pat-
ents to be granted regardless whether the prod-
ucts are imported or locally produced.

This rubbishes TRIPS supporters’ argument 
that strict patent regimes will increase the fl ow 
of technology and investment into developing 
countries.

Overriding patent rights

Notwithstanding the above, some pro-
visions in the TRIPS Agreement do provide 
certain exceptions to patent protection of 
pharmaceuticals.

Parallel imports: Parallel importing is a 
means by which developing countries could 
lower drug prices. Where there are price dif-
ferences for the same product in different mar-
kets, it is possible to import the product from 
the cheaper market for resale.

Compulsory licensing: The government 
or court of law may grant a licence to a third 
party to use a patent, without the patent holder’s 
consent, under specifi ed conditions, such as in 
cases of national emergency or extreme urgen-
cy, or to remedy anti-competitive practices.

Experts consider compulsory licensing a 
crucial element in increasing the affordability 
and availability of drugs, while ensuring that 
the patent holder is compensated for the use 
of the patent.

Battle lines drawn
But some developing countries were reluc-

tant to use these options for fear of trade sanc-
tions by the developed countries.

Health experts and AIDS activists have 
insisted that one crucial method of improving 
access to drugs is compulsory licensing, and 
have condemned the US government’s policy 
of protecting big business over people’s lives.

For example, when the South African gov-
ernment sought to enact its Medicines and 
Related Substances Control Bill, the US gov-
ernment accused it of failing to adequately pro-
tect American drug patents.

The US objection was directed at provi-
sions in the law which would allow for compul-
sory licences and parallel importing.

Despite the considerable pressure exerted 

on the government and Parliament of South 
Africa, the bill was passed in 1997.

The pharmaceutical industry in South 
Africa, backed by the TNCs and the pharma-
ceutical lobby in the US, fi led a legal challenge 
to the new law.

The US government, taking its cue from 
its pharmaceutical lobby, began a process of 
negotiations and threats to get the South Afri-
can government to change its stance.

It was only after intense campaigning by 
AIDS and health activists – successfully embar-
rassing the Presidential candidate at the time, 
Al Gore, and marring his campaign efforts – 
that the US retreated from its position and even-
tually reached a resolution of the matter.

World Summit for 
Social Development

The North-South battle lines were clearly 
drawn during the UN World Summit for Social 
Development, held in Geneva in 2000.

The G77 group of developing countries had 
proposed to exclude essential and life-saving 
medicines from patentability, in order to ensure 
access to such medicines.

The developed countries – including the 
US, the EU, Canada and Japan – vehemently 
rejected this proposal, citing the need for pat-
ents to stimulate research and development.

In response to Canada’s call to delete the 
proposal, the South African delegate said: 
“When you are going to lose 25 percent of your 
productive work force due to HIV/AIDS, you 
cannot be so blasé with your comments”.

It is a legitimate concern that the TRIPS 
Agreement does not take into account public 
health needs. The agreement has from it incep-
tion instead been described as a “charter of 
rights for patent holders”.
Third World Network 
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Corporate dictatorship

Corporate profi ts 
over public health

Sydney

The Beloyiannis Branch CPA invites you to

A special function dedicated to 

The Great October 
Socialist Revolution 

of 1917

1:30 pm Sunday November 6
The Greek Bilingual Bookshop

837 New Canterbury Road, Dulwich Hill

Music including revolutionary songs and 
a special video on the Socialist Revolution.

Entry $30 – Food and drinks will be served. All friends are welcome.


