
Tom Pearson

The power outage in South Australia was 
not the result of too many solar panels or 
wind turbines, as pushed by Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull and the climate change 
deniers in his government. This orchestrat-
ed, apparent knee-jerk reaction to a major 
weather event is the sound of the vested 
voice of the coal mining and gas industries.

That the federal government used the nat-
ural disaster to push the fossil fuel agenda 
when the blackouts across the state were in 
fact caused by unprecedented storms that fl at-
tened power pylons and hit other infrastructure, 
refl ects the depth of political infl uence of those 
vested interests: follow the money and see 
how much coal and gas generators are losing 
to renewables. Last year, for example, a fossil 
fuels lobby group, the Energy Supply Council 
– representing the major power generators – 
set out to label SA an “accidental experiment”.

The campaign’s objective was to cause 
alarm and plant doubts in people’s minds 
about the introduction of policies promoting 
and implementing renewable energy targets, 
currently set by South Australia (50 percent 
by 2030), Victoria (40 percent by 2025) and 
Queensland (50 percent by 2030). This is in 
contrast to Turnbull government’s national 
target of 26 to 28 percent below 2005 levels 
by 2030.

Jobs and change
Climate change, jobs, and corporate prof-

its are interconnected. Unless environmental 
damage and climate change are brought under 
control, global catastrophe will result from a 
collapse of the planet’s ecosystem. Millions 
of lives and jobs will be lost. Australia is not 
immune to the impacts of global warming. We 
are already experiencing changes in weather 
patterns, extremes of droughts and fl ooding, 
and bush fi re conditions of an unprecedented 
nature. Strong action on climate change that 
meets the fi ndings of science is imperative.

Decisive action will inevitably affect jobs. 
The question is how it is done. Workers’ rights 
must be protected; they should not be disadvan-
taged as a result of environmental protection 
measures. The Political Resolution adopted by 
the Communist Party of Australia at its 11th 
Congress in 2009 emphasises:

“Workers whose jobs are at risk from 
measures to protect the environment must be 
offered employment in environmentally friend-
ly occupations and new green industries with-
out loss of wages or any conditions and with 
full involvement of workers and their unions 
… It is necessary to promote jobs growth in 
the sustainable energy sector and to ensure that 
job creation is equitable and targets geographic 
areas and economic sectors disadvantaged by 
the transition to a sustainable energy future.”

Climate change should not result in the 
destruction of rural and regional communities, 
but enhance opportunities there.

“Job creation and good employment oppor-
tunities are central to sustainable development 
because workers and workplaces are at the 
centre of production and consumption in soci-
ety and have a key place in transforming pro-
duction at all levels,” the CPA Resolution says.

The science
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change’s (IPCC) Fifth Assessment Report 
(AR5), Climate Change 2013: The Physical 
Science Basis, leaves no doubts as to the impact 
that human activity is having on the climate and 
the rapidity of that change.

The IPCC is an intergovernmental body 
with 194 member countries, sponsored by 
United Nations Environment Program and 
World Meteorological Organisation. The 
report is the product of 209 Lead Authors 
and 50 Review Editors from 39 countries and 
more than 600 Contributing Authors from 32 
countries.

The IPCC was established in 1988, and 
from time to time publishes reports on topics 
relevant to the implementation of the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC). Since then there have been 
four Assessment Reports, the last one in 2007.

The function of the IPCC is to assess on a 
comprehensive, objective, open and transpar-
ent basis the scientifi c, technical and socio-eco-
nomic information relevant to understanding 
the scientifi c basis of risk of human-induced 
climate change, its potential impacts and 
options for adaptation and mitigation.

The full report, some 2,500 pages of text, 
draws on millions of observations and over two 
million gigabytes of numerical data from cli-
mate model simulations. Over 9,200 scientifi c 
publications are cited, more than three quar-
ters of which have been published since the last 
IPCC assessment.

The authors have gone to great lengths 
to be as objective and accurate as possible 
in estimating possible scenarios based on the 
outcome of different levels of greenhouse gas 
emissions. In addition it has been subjected 
to extensive reviews by experts and member 
governments.

The report draws the conclusion that it 
is extremely likely (95 percent) that human 
infl uence has been the dominant cause of the 
observed warming since the mid-20th century.

It is happening
“Warming in the climate system is unequiv-

ocal and since 1950 many changes have been 
observed throughout the climate system that 
are unprecedented over decades to millennia,” 

the report states in its 36-page Summary for 
Policymakers. (www.climatechange2013.org)

The report’s findings are alarming and 
require urgent action on the part of all nations. 
They include the following:
• Each of the last three decades has been 

successively warmer at the Earth’s surface 
than any preceding decade since 1850.

• The atmospheric concentrations of 
carbon dioxide (CO2), methane, and 
nitrous oxide have increased to levels 
unprecedented in at least the last 800,000 
years. CO2 concentrations have increased 
by 40 percent since pre-industrial times, 
primarily from fossil fuel emissions and 
secondarily from net land use change 
emissions. The ocean has absorbed about 
30 percent of the emitted anthropogenic 
carbon dioxide, causing ocean 
acidifi cation.

• Human infl uence has been detected in 
warming of the atmosphere and the ocean, 
in changes in the global water cycle, in 
reductions in snow and ice, in global mean 
sea level rise, and in changes in some 
climate extremes. It is extremely likely that 
human infl uence has been the dominant 
cause of the observed warming since the 
mid-20th century.

Continued on page 2
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The politics of hate and division
Right-wing politicians and the capitalist media argue that leg-

islating against racism and the incitement to racist hatred is an 
infringement upon the individual’s right to free speech. On the 
contrary, it deepens and broadens freedom of speech.

Communists are in a position to discuss free speech and hate 
groups, a position that comes from our militant history of being in 
the forefront of free speech fi ghts.

The Party has – in united action with other democratic forces – 
fought off attempts to make it illegal, a struggle that in the broader 
scheme of things, was a victory for the rights of the working peo-
ple in general: the cutting edge of developing and deepening the 
democratic ideal of free speech by fi ghting to extend it to the whole 
working class.

Democracy and free speech have a class basis. There is freedom 
for the ruling class and corporate interests, whose bottom line is 
maximum profi t and exploitation, and restrictions for the victims 
of exploitation and those who challenge it.

There may be free speech for bigots – such as a number of cur-
rent Liberal-National Coalition MPs and Pauline Hanson and the 
fascist groups giving her back-up – but not free speech for workers 
trying to organise a union – those workers get sacked, black-listed 
and threatened with deregistration and jail. While there may be free 
speech for neo-Nazis such freedoms are curtailed and restricted for 
strikers fi ghting the good fi ght – the courts hand down decisions 
preventing strikers from assembling and allowing strike breakers 
to cross pickets.

There may be free speech for racists attacking people based on 
their religion and their very culture, but not free speech for their 
victims. The current atmosphere of suspicion, fear and racism is a 
direct assault on freedom of speech.

The fascist groups that have recently made themselves known 
have been emboldened, not to say encouraged, to do so by the cur-
rent federal government. With its racist, divisive agenda (Attorney 
General George Brandis’ statement in Parliament, “I want the right 
to be a bigot”) it has not only opened the door to these racist ele-
ments, it has sent an invitation and put down a welcome mat.

These groups don’t usually publicly push their odious doctrines 
because they are well aware that the majority of people reject their 
ideas. But they are now encouraged to the point where a Liberal 
MP, George Christensen, attends and speaks at their rallies.

Christensen has posted a statement on Facebook, saying, “I want 
to support people who seek to defend our Australian way of life, our 
culture and our freedoms from the threat of radical Islam.” The 
likes of Reclaim Australia are this government’s real constituency: 
they embody the values and narrow view of the world espoused 
by Hanson and former PM Tony Abbott and his carefully selected 
Christian fundamentalist Cabinet members.

The real threat to people’s democracy is the division and disunity 
being pushed by governments arising out of the continuing economic 
crisis. Poverty and unemployment are on the rise in all the developed 
nations; Australia is no exception. The Turnbull government is intent 
on cutting essential services while pouring billions into the military.

The need for a broad united front in Australia is pressing.
Already there have been statements and formal public protests 

from church groups, politicians and former MPs – including from 
both the Liberal and Labor Parties, as well as some trade union 
involvement – against the government’s inhumane refugee policies.

Historically all progressive and democratic sections of society 
take up campaigns against the effects of social and economic crisis, 
the drive to war and the attacks on democratic rights and living 
standards. A range of progressive movements already exists which 
involve workers, intellectuals, professional workers and other social 
groups.

In fi ghting together for a common program, a cohesive demo-
cratic unity can be developed and be directed against the most 
reactionary big business, ruling class circles. Opposition to emerging 
forms of tyranny at home is a necessary part of the world movement 
against corporate tyranny everywhere. The one gains momentum 
from the other. 

Dictatorship and war are the grotesque death throws of a doomed 
system. Let us work even harder to unite together and put it out 
of its misery.

PRESS FUND
The Turnbull government, faithful servant of the fossil fuel 
industries, just couldn’t wait to use South Australia’s disastrous 
power loss as an excuse to attack the state’s heavy reliance on 
renewable energy – even though that had nothing to do with 
the crisis. Will the government now back renewable power 
generation, on which the world’s future depends, or will it argue 
that Australia’s ageing power stations should be replaced with new 
coal-fired installations? Give you three guesses! We’ll be covering 
this issue, so watch this space, but in the meantime please send in 
a Press Fund contribution for the next issue if you possibly can, 
because we really need your support. Many thanks to this week’s 
contributors, as follows:
PEA $25, C Greer $50, Mad Dog $25, KM $20, Mark Mannion $5, 
“Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $10
This week’s total: $140 Progressive total: $6,130

“
QUOTE OF THE WEEK

If a white man wants to lynch me, that’s his problem. If he’s got the power 
to lynch me, that’s my problem. Racism is not a question of attitude; it’s a 
question of power. Racism gets its power from capitalism.

Stokely Carmichael, 
a Trinidadian-American political activist, 

and a leading fi gure in the civil rights struggles in the 1960s.

”

The 10th National Guerrilla Conference of the 
FARC-EP “For national reconciliation, peace with 
social justice and advanced democracy” sends a 
warm, revolutionary and fraternal greeting to the 
Communist Party of Australia.

We inform you that we have just fi nished our 10th 
Conference, our highest authority. There were more 
than 220 delegates from all different structures from the 
FARC-EP over the whole territory, who expressed their 
unanimous support to the fi nal agreement for the termi-
nation of the confl ict and the construction of a stable and 
lasting peace, recently achieved in Havana, Cuba.

Its implementation should lead us to the democrati-
sation of the country, our legal political participation and 
the minimum reforms to better the living conditions of the 
people, with a special focus on the countryside.

All guerrilla fi ghters, commanders and combatants, 
express our willingness to become a legal political party; 
in this way we will continue fi ghting for the goals we 
have set in our strategic plan, through democratic mass 
struggle.

We want to express our eternal gratitude for your soli-
darity and consequent accompaniment to our organisa-
tion. We have felt your internationalist solidarity during 
the diffi cult periods of the military and media war, but 
also in times of peace.

Fraternally,
10th National Guerrilla Conference of the 

FARC-EP 
(Armed Revolutionary Forces of Colombia)

For stable 
and lasting peace

Hot Earth
Continued from page 1
• Continued emissions of 

greenhouse gases will cause 
further warming and changes in 
all components of the climate 
system. Limiting climate 
change will require substantial 
and sustained reductions of 
greenhouse gas emissions.

• Global surface temperature 
change for the end of the 21st 
century is projected to be likely to 
exceed 1.5°C relative to 1850 to 
1900 in all but the lowest scenario 
considered, and likely to exceed 
2°C for the two high scenarios.

Cumulative emissions of CO2 
largely determine global mean sur-
face warming by the late 21st cen-
tury and beyond. Most aspects of 
climate change will persist for many 
centuries even if emissions of CO2 

are stopped. This represents a sub-
stantial multi-century climate change 
commitment created by past, present 
and future emissions of CO2.

Heat waves are very likely 
to occur more frequently and last 
longer. As the Earth warms, expect 
to see currently wet regions receiv-
ing more rainfall, and dry regions 
receiving less, although there will be 
exceptions.

It is very likely that the Arctic 
Sea ice cover will continue to shrink 
and thin and that Northern Hem-
isphere spring snow cover will 
decrease during the 21st century as 
global mean surface temperature 
rises. Global glacier volume will fur-
ther decrease.

As the ocean warms, and glaciers 
and ice sheets reduce, global mean 
sea level will continue to rise, but at a 

faster rate than we have experienced 
over the past 45 years.

The report fi nds with high confi -
dence that ocean warming dominates 
the increase in energy stored in the 
climate system, accounting for more 
than 90 percent of the energy accu-
mulated between 1971 and 2010.

At the UN climate summit in 
Copenhagen in 2009, the President 
of Bolivia, Evo Morales – the only 
Indigenous leader at thhe summit - in 
his address, summed up the essence 
of the struggle: “We are dealing here 
with two cultures; the culture of life 
and the culture of death – the culture 
of death that is capitalism. We the 
Indigenous peoples say it has lived 
well for too long. Lived well, at the 
cost of others.” 
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Christian Marx

Neo-liberalism has seen the grad-
ual erosion of the nation state, 
and in its place transnational 
corporations have infiltrated 
federal governments worldwide. 
The beginning of this atrophy in 
Australia can be traced back to 
the Hawke/Keating governments. 
Hawke and then Keating imple-
mented the neo-liberal system 
in Australia, via the weakening 
of import tariffs and the selling 
off of public assets such as the 
Commonwealth Bank. The LNP 
has continued to implement this 
dogmatic ideology on Australian 
citizens.

Neo-liberalism by its very nature 
is anti-worker and anti-society. This 
ideology fi rst gained a foothold in 
Chile after the assassination of the 
democratically elected president, 
Salvador Allende. The basic char-
acteristics of this toxic ideology are 
smashing unions, weakening gov-
ernment protection for its citizens, 
selling off all state assets to corpo-
rate interests, cutting taxation for 
the very wealthy and eroding social 
services such as healthcare and edu-
cation. Basically it entrenches sys-
temic poverty and erodes the middle 
class, while making the top 1-2% 
extremely rich.

Another disturbing characteristic 
is the undermining of governments to 
pursue full employment through eco-
nomic growth. Governments could 
eradicate unemployment tomorrow 
almost completely, via state run utili-
ties and government funded work. In 
decades passed, the public sector cre-
ated hundreds of thousands of jobs, 
via the public school system, state-
owned utilities, companies such as 
gas and electricity providers, the fan-
tastic Commonwealth Employment 
Service (CES) which legitimately 
helped job seekers fi nd real jobs.

Today we have fake job cen-
tres churning people through a 
system that has at least one mil-
lion unemployed and close to a 

million underemployed. The system 
is designed to be dysfunctional. It 
is the perfect opportunity for pri-
vately owned job agencies to suck 
government funding for a nonexist-
ent service. Added to this, it suits 
the neo-liberal power-brokers to 
keep millions unsettled and poor. 
This serves their ultimate purpose, 
which is to make people so desper-
ate for employment, that they will 
take any job, no matter how poor 
the conditions. Mass unemployment 
also keeps the hourly rate of pay low. 
The greater the demand for work, the 
more power the capitalist class have 
in exploiting workers.

Privatisation has been consistently 
shown to increase prices for consum-
ers, provide a substandard product, cut 
health and safety, and create obscene 
wealth for the board members and 
the CEOs who work for these private 
companies. The privatisation of Victo-
rian electricity was just one example. 

This theft of a state asset resulted in 
mass redundancies, huge price goug-
ing and the ultimate destruction of a 
whole community. All the utilities and 
public services which generations of 
citizens paid for, via their tax, in good 
faith, for the benefi t of all is sold at 
often bargain basement prices to cor-
porate raiders and wealthy political 
backers and their associates. Privatisa-
tion is a political activity … bringing 
benefi t to some groups and disadvan-
taging others.

Another terrible result of Glo-
balisation is the huge loss of local 
jobs, particularly in once public 
owned sectors. Look at the amount 
of off-shoring of service jobs to 
India and China. One cannot even 
speak to a technical offi cer in Aus-
tralia for assistance, as all these jobs 
now reside in India, where these poor 
people are exploited for multination-
al profi ts.

The disastrous free trade 

agreements are also highly damag-
ing to the Nation State. The Trans 
Pacific Partnership has a section 
called ISDS (Investment State Dis-
pute Settlements). These clauses can 
give corporations the power to sue 
a national government if its profi ts 
are threatened … even if the govern-
ment decides that legislation is vital 
to protect the health and well-being 
of its population!

If a sovereign government cannot 
enact legislation to protect its own 
citizens, then it essentially ceases 
to have any validity or control of 
its sovereignty. Increasingly multi-
national corporations are encroach-
ing on the democratic processes of 
parliament and sovereign legislation. 
Many politicians are compromised 
by the lure of post-political jobs, 
earning seven fi gures salaries if they 
comply with the undemocratic draco-
nian demands of these Multinational 
entities.

The trajectory of neo-liberalism 
and globalisation over the past three 
decades indicates that Australia’s 
national sovereignty is in a weakened 
state and arguably terminal. If a gov-
ernment is hampered by constraints 
from multinationals and their thirst 
for profi t, how can it work in the best 
interests of its citizens? The whole 
purpose of a government is to protect 
its citizens from predatory capitalism 
and ensure the well-being of the tax-
paying citizens that it governs for.

A robust and transparent voice is 
needed to report the danger of neo-
liberalism to the wider community. 
Unfortunately with a morally bank-
rupt and deceptive corporate-run 
media, this is sadly lacking. It is ulti-
mately up to the citizens of Australia 
to use the power of alternative media 
and the Internet to bypass the lies and 
the corporate cheer squad for neo-lib-
eralism, or the Nation State will be a 
system of the past. 

From the archives US-Australia trade deal – The Guardian, December 2003

The death of the Nation State

Don’t dump on SA
NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION

against nuclear waste dumps in SA
Saturday October 15, 2016 marks 63 years since the fi rst atomic bomb test at Emu Junction in SA.

South Australia is a proud state rich in possibilities, clever people, ancient and continuing Aborigi-
nal culture, creativity and breathtaking nature.

We believe we can achieve so much more than taking on the economic and environmental risks of 
becoming the dumping ground for the world’s radioactive waste. It won’t take a lot going wrong 

for us to be locked into devastation for both our people and the environment

Right now, we’re facing two nuclear waste dumps; a national dump in the beautiful Flinders 
Ranges and an international dump to take the world’s nuclear waste.

The decision to import high level nuclear waste is a forever decision. Once we make it, there’s no 
going back. This is a decision that we cannot make for thousands of generations of future South 

Australians. 

On October 15, on the 63rd anniversary of the Emu Field atomic bomb tests, take a stand for our 
state, and join us at Parliament House to say no to nuclear waste dumps in SA. 

Nuclear waste dumps; not worth the risk.

In taking high level nuclear waste, South Australia is signing up for something that no other 
country has been able to do – we don’t know how to store it, we can’t guarantee the safe passage 
of radioactive waste across the seas and the economics don’t stack up, and there is no consent for 

these dumps from traditional owners. 

In the case of Australia’s national waste, the government has failed for over 20 years to fi nd a 
management solution – we must stop our iconic Flinders Ranges becoming a sacrifi ce zone for 

nuclear waste.

We can’t let the government force us into taking these risks.

Stand up for SA

Rally at Parliament House, North Terrace, 11 am, October 15th
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Leading Indigenous and human 
rights groups want the federal 
and Northern Territory govern-
ments to immediately protect the 
human rights of young people 
currently in detention. Their calls 
come as the Royal Commission 
into the Protection and Detention 
of Children in the Northern Ter-
ritory prepares to hear evidence. 
The commission was called after 
an ABC TV Four Corners report 
on the treatment of young people 
in detention in the NT.

The Human Rights Law Centre, 
Amnesty International and the 
National Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Legal Services (NATSILS) 
urged both governments to be proac-
tive and ensure children in deten-
tion are not exposed to mistreatment 
while awaiting the royal commis-
sion’s recommendations, expected 
early next year.

The three organisations have 
received reports that young people 
continue to be held in conditions 
amounting to solitary confi nement 
in the high security unit of Don Dale 
detention centre in Darwin.

They called on the new NT gov-
ernment to immediately prohibit the 
use of solitary confi nement; intro-
duce an independent inspector of 
youth detention to prevent abuse; and 
meaningfully engage with Indige-
nous communities and organisations. 

NATSILS also called for the estab-
lishment of a special youth court in 
central Australia. 

NATSILS executive officer 
Karly Warner said more than 95 per-
cent of young people in detention in 
the NT are Aboriginal.

“The federal and NT govern-
ments should immediately commit to 
working closely with Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander organisations 
to fi nd ways to reduce the alarm-
ing rates at which Indigenous young 
people are locked up,” she said.

Permanent harm 
Amnesty International Indig-

enous Rights campaigner Julian 
Cleary said human rights law pro-
hibits the use of solitary confi nement 
on children for any duration, because 
evidence shows that it can cause per-
manent psychological harm.

“The NT government should 
immediately commit to upholding 
its human rights obligations and pro-
hibit the use of solitary confi nement 
on children,” he said. Human Rights 
Law Centre director of legal advo-
cacy Ruth Barson said the NT has 
the highest rates of youth detention 
in Australia and that having inde-
pendent oversight of youth detention 
facilities is critical if the government 
is truly committed to preventing 
mistreatment.

“It is essential that children in 

youth detention are protected from 
abuse,” she said. “We shouldn’t 
need to wait for the royal commis-
sion’s fi ndings to ensure children are 
safe. Independent inspections and 
oversight of detention facilities are 
proven to work to prevent the type 
of appalling treatment we recently 
saw in the Don Dale youth-detention 
facility.”

The HRLC, Amnesty and NAT-
SILS are also calling on the federal 
government to ratify the Optional 
Protocol to the Convention against 
Torture, which Australia signed in 
2009; and to properly fund Aborigi-
nal organisations to engage with the 
royal commission.

“There is no reason for delaying 
ratifi cation any further,” Barson said. 

“The Commonwealth govern-
ment has an important leadership 
role to play. Ratifi cation will ensure 
proper and independent mechanisms 
are in place to prevent the mistreat-
ment of people in detention.

“The Commonwealth govern-
ment must adequately fund Aborigi-
nal organisations to engage with the 
royal commission. This will ensure 
affected Aboriginal people, organisa-
tions, communities and children are 
able to have their voices heard.”
Koori Mail 

Australia

Action urged to 
protect children

Nauru’s detention regime has plunged fur-
ther into crisis with the announcement that 
private security company Connect will not 
re-tender to provide refugee services on 
the prison island. But the announcement is 
just one small symptom of a dysfunctional 
regime.

The daily protests in the family camp 
have continued since March 20 and escalated 
on Sunday, September 18. Four men, fathers 
of asylum seekers and refugees, were arrested 
by Nauruan police on September 18 follow-
ing a protest by children who put rubbish on 
the road and threw stones at a bus going along 
the road between the family compound RPC 3 
and the refugee camp, Anuiju.

Around 25 Nauruan police descended on 
the family compound to arrest the children 
but after determined resistance from pregnant 
wives and families in the RPC 3, and children 
chanting, “Stop Torture. Freedom Forever”, 
police left the children, but arrested four men.

Refugee and asylum seekers who attempt-
ed to take videos or photographs of the police 
were threatened with arrest. It is understood 
that the men were released on the Sunday 
night after they signed an undertaking at the 
police station.

“The incident points to the far wider issue 
of Nauru and offshore detention. In the guise 
of service providers, Connect has already 
been complicit in Australia’s systematic mis-
treatment of asylum seekers on Nauru. Con-
nect have often used the police themselves 
rather than protect refugees from the arbitrary 
and often brutal treatment of an unaccounta-
ble police force,” said Ian Rintoul, spokesper-
son for the Refugee Action Coalition.

“But many refugees see the Connect deci-
sion as the end game that started when they 
were arbitrarily separated from family and 
other asylum seekers on Christmas Island in 
2013.

“Despite [Prime Minister] Turnbull and 
[Immigration Minister] Dutton’s posturing 
in New York, the government will fi nally be 

faced with the need to bring all the asylum 
seekers and refugees to Australia. The sooner 
the better.”

Nauru contract
Meanwhile, refugee advocates have 

warned the Australian government against 
handing any refugee settlement services con-
tracts to the Nauru government or Nauru-run 
businesses.

The concerns have risen since the Austral-
ian-run Connect Settlement Services indicated 
that it was pulling out of Nauru on December 
7. Connect was contracted by the Australian 
government to provide services for refugees 
living in the Nauruan community.

The government is yet to announce a serv-
ice provider to take over the Connect contract. 
But concerns are growing that the govern-
ment could be considering funding the Nauru 
government and to shift away from refugee 
specifi c services to a more general Nauruan 
community welfare.

A Connect representative told Connect 
workers on Nauru that the Connect board 
did not believe it was “appropriate for an 

Australia-based company to be in Nauru for-
ever”, and that its settlement services job “had 
been completed”. The representative told 
the meeting that the services need now were 
about “on-going welfare needs”, and that set-
tlement services were not what was needed 
when people were living in the [Nauru] com-
munity “independently”.

However the representative later told the 
meeting that Connect understood that refu-
gees were in a “desperate situation” and were 
“desperately unhappy”.

The comments are in line with Connect’s 
moves made over recent months to increase 
the number of locals working for the company 
and for it to be seen as concerned with wel-
fare in the Nauruan community rather than 
provide services for refugees.

There have also been growing concerns 
that Connect was complicit with the Nauruan 
government and had resorted to calling the 
Nauruan police in accommodation disputes – 
resulting in some refugees being jailed.

“That Connect is quitting Nauru is une-
quivocally a step forward,” said Ian Rintoul.

“But replacing Connect with a Nauruan 

company would be a serious blunder. Refu-
gees already regard the withdrawal of Con-
nect as something that will leave them even 
more vulnerable to human rights abuses on 
the island.

“It’s time the desperate situation described 
by Connect is ended. The government should 
use Connect’s December 7 end-of-contract 
deadline to close Nauru and bring all the 
asylum seekers and refugees to the mainland.” 

Judith Reen, ex-Nauru Save the Chil-
dren worker also voiced her concerns, “It 
is well documented that Nauru is a hostile 
place where refugees can be verbally abused, 
assaulted, raped and robbed with impunity, 
with no hope of crimes being properly investi-
gated. To date, not one crime committed by a 
Nauruan national against a refugee has result-
ed in arrest or prosecution.

“It is frightening to think that the respon-
sibility for refugees would be with a gov-
ernment that enforces a media block-out, 
in a country where there is clearly system-
wide failure in law enforcement and which 
lacks adequate protections for the most 
vulnerable.” 

Turnbull can’t hide Australia’s shame
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Address by CPA Sydney District 
Secretary Wayne Sonter to the 
Hands off Syria rally in Sydney 
on September 24
First, I would like to acknowledge 
the people who have been in this 
country for 60,000 or more years, 
who have spent the last two centu-
ries resisting a cruel invasion and 
occupation and who are still in 
struggle for a treaty between the 
original and colonising nations.

A week ago the Australian Air 
Force took part in the bombing and 
slaughter of Syrian troops at Deir 
al-Zor, a city in eastern Syria that has 
been under siege by ISIS for the last 
two years. It did this in concert with 
the US forces that are illegally rang-
ing over Syria – in the air and on the 
ground, justifying their presence by 
the coverall of waging a war against 
ISIS, an entity the Americans them-
selves created.

However the action in Deir 
al-Zor last weekend has exposed 
to the world that USA is not at war 
with ISIS, but that ISIS is a US tool 
to destroy Syria.

It also exposes the extent to 
which mainstream media, with their 
efforts to smother the truth and divert 
attention from the massacre in the 
days since, serve as little more than 
propagandists for US war aims.

That Australian forces could 
come to be part of last week’s crim-
inal action arises directly from this 
country’s endless participation in war 
after war, in other people’s countries, 
at the behest of US imperialism.

More importantly and most dan-
gerously the United States has par-
ticularly targeted for destruction the 
sovereign nation of Syria to advance 
US strategic interests in the Middle 
East and beyond.

That is what makes the war on 
Syria such a perilous venture for all 
humanity. It is a step towards the 
USA’s key strategic objective – to 
take on Russia and deal it a blow 
once and for all to guarantee the 
US’s over-arching goal – to ensure 
its status as the world’s “fi rst, last 
and only truly global empire.” The 
securing of this goal requires the dis-
membering of Russia so it can never 
challenge US supremacy as a conti-
nental power.

Don’t forget this is not, so far, 
costing the USA – or at least, not the 
military-industrial-fi nancial circles 

that are running the country. This is 
a contract job, with Saudi Arabia and 
Qatar footing the bills while the US 
and its NATO and their Israeli bud-
dies provide the logistics to the cus-
tomer at suppliers’ rates.

In the matter of Deir Al-Zor the 
Americans fi rst claimed the bombing 
of Syrian troops protecting the city 
from ISIS was “an accident”; when 
Russia announced it would take the 
matter to the UN Security Council 
for full investigation the US mouth-
pieces declared that Russia was 
“grandstanding” and should instead 
have brought all the Syrian and Rus-
sian killings of civilians before the 
Council.

Then, as if on queue, an aid 
convoy taking supplies to the 
“rebel” (read Al-Qaeda) held a quar-
ter of Aleppo in northern Syria was 
destroyed two days later (September 
19). The US immediately blamed 
Russian and Syrian air forces for the 
attack, without any evidence to back 
the charge, and despite evidence that 
soon emerged that it was destroyed 
by ground forces in “rebel” held 
territory.

This attack served two purpos-
es – the mainstream media immedi-
ately switched their coverage from 
the US massacre in Deir al–Zor to 
the alleged action of the Russians 
and Syrians in Aleppo; and this 
incident in turn was used by the US 

gangsters to orchestrate a push for a 
no fl y zone over Syria which would 
ground both Russian and Syrian air 
forces while the US got on with the 
job of fi ghting ISIS (while leaving 
the “rebels” seeking regime change 
alone of course).

This switching of attention from 
the Deir al-Zor incident to the Aleppo 
incident, especially in using it to 
demand a no fl y zone against the Syr-
ians and Russians, rather than against 
the Americans and their confessed 
misuse of airpower in Deir al-Zor, 
could not have succeeded without 
the full complicity of the media, 
who have demonstrated their effec-
tiveness in maintaining full-spectrum 
dominance for the USA in the pros-
ecution of its wars of choice.

While the US and its “allies” – 
the likes of Saudi Arabia, Qatar and 
Turkey and France, Israel and the UK 
– have unleashed jihadi death squads 
on Syria to terrorise Syrians, destroy 
and dismember the country and bring 
about “regime change,” Australian 
governments have not been back-
ward in doing their bit.
• Australia has been from the start 

a “Friend of Syria” – the cartel 
of robbers, murderers and spivs 
that aim to profi t from Syria’s 
destruction and consequent need 
for reconstruction just like they 
previously set out to do in Iraq 
and Libya;

• Australia cut off diplomatic 
relations with Syria when all 
its mates did and has enforced 
US-imposed sanctions on Syria 
that have hurt most of all the 
Syrian people;

• Australian military aircraft have 
been carrying out strikes in Syria, 
under US direction, at least since 
2015;

• Australian special forces have 
been training “rebels” at least 
since 2014, to carry out regime 
change in Syria, as part of US 
coalition plans to topple the 
Syrian government, but using the 
ISIS threat as a cover.

These military incursions by 
Australia, the US and its “allies” are 
illegal under international law: their 
very waging of war in Syria, without 
UN sanction and against the wishes 
of Syrians, is a war crime.
• US and Australian governments 

claim that Deir al-Zor was 
an “accident”. This is hardly 
believable. Syrian soldiers 
who survived the US bombing 
and massacre say US drones 
were hovering over Deir al-Zor 
defences for 24 hours before the 
attack;

• the US strikes targeted Syrian 
command and communication 
centres and were followed up by 
strafi ng sorties;

• the Americans ignored repeated 
calls from the Russians to cease 
fi re and when they did stop 
bombing, ISIS troops were 
immediately ready to storm 
through the breeches to mop up 
the remaining resistance.

What is more, even in 2012 the 
USA conceded that its allies – the 
Muslim Brotherhood Turkey and 
the sheikdom of the decapitation 
kingdom Saudi Arabia – wanted to 
carve out a “salafi st principality” in 
eastern Syria, based on Deir al-Zor 
and el Hasaka provinces as the most 
effective way to isolate and subju-
gate an independent, secular regime 
in Syria. This was two years before 
ISIS miraculously arose out of the 
desert, equipped with brand new 
Toyota Hilux utes and heavy weap-
onry to sweep all before them.

No-fly zone
Deir al-Zor is an outpost of 

Syrian control in the midst of ISIS 
controlled territory. There is an air-
base at Deir al-Zor which allows 

Syria to resist the ISIS blockade as 
well as project Syrian air power into 
the surrounding region. 

The US wants the Syrian Air 
Force grounded – basically it wants 
a no fly-zone imposed on Syria. 
Helping ISIS break a longstanding 
siege to seize Deir al-Zor air base 
is one way to enforce this. It is not 
surprising then that the US attack 
last weekend was not the fi rst time 
it has made this “mistake” in Deir 
al-Zor, to the advantage of ISIS. It 
seems to be very slow to learn from 
its mistakes, but this time the world 
has seen the mistake for what it is; 
now it knows.

The Deir al-Zor incident shows 
that the US line that it is supporting 
“moderate” anti-Assad forces while 
also prosecuting a war against ISIS 
is a sham. It is now seen as openly 
backing ISIS against Syrian forces.

We must do all we can to make 
sure the world does not forget this.

Australia is participating in a 
criminal war. Its involvement in the 
Deir al-Zor slaughter means it is 
now directly responsible for a war 
crime.

No wonder the Turnbull govern-
ment felt it prudent to change Aus-
tralia’s laws – a mere fortnight before 
Deir al-Zor – to prevent its military 
from ever being prosecuted for “acci-
dentally” hitting the wrong targets 
when engaged in war!

Australia, as a part of the Ameri-
can Axis, has become part of a pred-
atory coalition willing to use jihadi 
terrorists – including Al-Qaeda 
and ISIS – to overthrow legitimate 
governments.

We the people must demand that 
Australia, the US and all its NATO 
allies Get Out of the Middle East 
Now!

We should demand that Australia 
give no more support for US Wars!

This includes dropping all Sanc-
tions Against Syria!

However, to stop Australia’s 
involvement in US wars we need to 
build an anti-imperialist, anti-war 
movement here in Australia.

We need to break our ties with 
US Imperialism – starting with the 
Closure of Pine Gap base in Central 
Australia and all other US Bases in 
Australia!

The Syrian people vow that they 
shall never kneel. Here in Australia it 
is time we learnt to rise and stand on 
our own feet. 

Australian crimes 
in a criminal war

The Australian Air Force took part in the bombing and slaughter of Syrian troops at Deir al-Zor.
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While the recently released Chil-
cot Report was a damning indict-
ment of the duplicitous conduct of 
the Labour government of Tony 
Blair in the invasion of Iraq, there 
has been no similar exposure of 
the British media’s shameful role 
in abetting this illegal act of war. 
Pablo Navarrete comments.

On July 6, more than 13 years 
after the British government joined 
the US, Australia and Poland in 
invading Iraq with the stated pur-
pose of removing Saddam Hus-
sein’s weapons of mass destruction 
(WMD), the Iraq Inquiry report was 
fi nally released, to much media atten-
tion. The inquiry, commonly known 
as the Chilcot Inquiry after its chair 
Sir John Chilcot, was fi rst announced 
in 2009 by then British Prime Minis-
ter Gordon Brown, and was tasked 
with considering Britain’s involve-
ment in Iraq between 2001 and 2009. 

According to a 2015 report by 
Physicians for Social Responsibility, 
the March 2003 invasion and occu-
pation of Iraq was followed by the 
death of around one million Iraqis 
in the period between the invasion 
and 2012; that represents around 5 
percent of Iraq’s population. In addi-
tion, 179 British army personnel 
were killed in Iraq between 2003 
and 2009.

The seven years that it took for 
the Chilcot report to materialise were 
characterised by repeated delays in 
its publication and concerted, often 
successful, moves by the British gov-
ernment to suppress key information 
from being included. For example, 

the Foreign Offi ce appealed success-
fully against a judge’s ruling and 
blocked the disclosure of extracts 
of a conversation between US Presi-
dent George W Bush and UK Prime 
Minister Tony Blair which took place 
days before the invasion. The reason? 
According to the British govern-
ment, revealing what was said would 
present a “signifi cant danger” to Brit-
ish-US relations.

Nevertheless, in the end, the 
report’s 2.6 million words still con-
tained a damning indictment of the 
British government, and Blair in 
particular. In one passage, Chilcot 

states, “By early December [2001], 
US policy had begun to shift and 
Mr Blair suggested that the US and 
the UK should work on what he 
described as a ‘clever strategy’ for 
regime change in Iraq, which would 
build over time.”

Media strategy
While the report’s candid expo-

sition of Blair’s Iraq deceptions has 
received significant media cover-
age, less has been reported on the 
equally damning revelation con-
tained therein about the British gov-
ernment’s efforts to use the media to 
aid and abet its assault on Iraq. As a 
recent detailed article on this issue 
states: “A letter, sent more than a 
year before war was declared, sets 
out the government’s media strategy 
and objectives for ensuring public 
support for the confl ict. Penned by 
John Williams, the head of news for 
the Foreign Offi ce, the document 
was sent to, amongst others, Alastair 
Campbell at No 10, all ministers and 
some diplomats.”

The government’s media strat-
egy started with a very revealing 
sentence: “The process of preparing 
media and public opinion for possi-
ble action in Iraq is under way.” It 
recommended that the government 
should “exploit” interest by “feeding 
newspapers and broadcasters with 
information on WMD, diversion of 
imports for military use, and human 
rights abuses”.

The article went on to outline the 
extent to which the government went 
to ensure sympathetic media cover-
age of its plan for regime change in 
Iraq, and cites the sickening head-
line in the Sun on the fi rst day of the 
invasion which read: ‘Show them 
no pity… they have stains on their 
souls.’

Critically, the strategy letter 
made the point that beyond merely 
targeting right-wing outlets such as 
the Sun and the Telegraph, the gov-
ernment also deemed newspapers 
such as the British Guardian to be 
key components in its war propagan-
da efforts.

It is fair to say that the British 
government succeeded in its efforts. 
As media watchdog Media Lens has 
outlined after looking at the Guard-
ian’s reporting of Blair’s speech 
to parliament prior to the vote that 
resulted in MPs authorising war on 
Iraq: ‘When it mattered, the Guard-
ian took Blair seriously, respectfully, 

offering not a word of criticism of 
anything he had actually said. The 
Guardian could have joined the 
millions of people in the UK and 
across the world excoriating Blair 
for waging a needless, illegal and 
immoral war of aggression without 
even the fi g leaf of United Nations 
support. It could have denounced 
yet another superpower assault on 
a country already devastated by war 
and 12 years of US-UK-led sanc-
tions; a country that represented pre-
cisely zero threat to the West.”

Media Lens also offered a damn-
ing analysis of the BBC’s reporting, 
citing the following academic study 
of its performance: “In 2003, a Car-
diff University report found that the 
BBC ‘displayed the most pro-war 
agenda of any broadcaster’ on the 
Iraq invasion. Over the three weeks 
of the initial confl ict, 11 percent of 
the sources quoted by the BBC were 
of coalition government or military 
origin, the highest proportion of all 
the main television broadcasters. 
“The BBC was less likely than Sky, 
ITV or Channel 4 News to use inde-
pendent sources, who also tended 
to be the most sceptical. The BBC 
also placed least emphasis on Iraqi 
casualties, which were mentioned 
in 22 percent of its stories about the 
Iraqi people, and it was least likely 
to report on Iraqi opposition to the 
invasion.”

And lest we forget, the BBC’s 
Andrew Marr’s fawning tribute to 
Blair on April 9 2003, the day that 
Baghdad fell to “coalition” forces, 
included the following: “[Blair] said 
that they would be able to take Bagh-
dad without a bloodbath, and that in 
the end the Iraqis would be celebrat-
ing. And on both of those points he 
has been proved conclusively right. 
And it would be entirely ungracious, 
even for his critics, not to acknowl-
edge that tonight he stands as a larger 
man and a stronger prime minister as 
a result.”

Structural bias
It isn’t surprising that the Brit-

ish media should wish to suppress the 
extent to which they parroted gov-
ernment propaganda and helped to 
soften up public opinion for the sub-
sequent carnage in Iraq. A rare punc-
turing of the government-friendly 
line on Iraq found in the mainstream 
media was the December 2010 airing 
on ITV of John Pilger’s documentary 
The War You Don’t See (although it 

was aired at 10.35pm on a Tuesday 
night, hardly a prime-time slot).

The fi lm began with shocking 
images from a 2007 US Apache heli-
copter attack on Iraqi civilians which 
fi rst came out via the whistleblow-
ers’ website WikiLeaks. During the 
course of the documentary Pilger 
built a compelling case against the 
mainstream media’s performance on 
Iraq. Pilger fi lmed Mark Curtis, a 
historian focusing on British foreign 
policy, who underscored the primacy 
of the media’s role in facilitating the 
devastation brought on Iraq, arguing 
that Britain could not have got away 
with invading Iraq if the media had 
been doing its job. In an interview 
with me about the fi lm, Pilger made 
the broader point that “the main-
stream media will not change until 
its structure changes”.

When we look at the corpo-
rate bias in the ownership structure 
of the British media, it is perhaps 
naive to believe that they would act 
more responsibly when assessing the 
claims of the government in matters 
as serious as waging war on a sov-
ereign country. Until this structure 
is democratised and the correlation 
between the interests of the political 
and media elites becomes less pro-
nounced, it will be diffi cult to see 
how offi cial enemies of the British 
establishment will escape becom-
ing victims of sustained campaigns 
of vilifi cation. Closer to home, the 
British media’s current treatment of 
left-wing Labour Party leader Jeremy 
Corbyn offers another instructive 
case study in how the established 
political and media class can savage 
someone deemed to be a threat to the 
prevailing order.

In Iraq, the cost of the media’s 
dereliction of duty includes a level 
of responsibility for the millions of 
people killed, and those left without 
fathers, mothers, sons and daugh-
ters. Working towards ensuring Tony 
Blair and other British politicians 
face war crime charges for their role 
in Iraq would be a small but impor-
tant step in breaking the culture of 
impunity that our political class has 
been afforded. Similarly, finding 
ways of holding our media class to 
account for reckless reporting, as 
well as creating a media structure that 
isn’t beholden to establishment nar-
ratives, should be an urgent priority 
for all of us. The stakes are too high 
for inaction.
Third World Resurgence 

Aiding and abetting

The British media and the invasion of Iraq

The report’s 2.6 million words contained a damning indictment of the British government, and Blair in particular.

NURTURE
Iraq, March 2003

There are things
that must be remembered.

Her face,
a smudge of blood

on the ripening cheek,
feet

blown away.

You take this in
quickly,

keeping it inside.

Not in denial
or to hide it away

but
to give warmth

to give
the opportunity

to grow
warm
and

whole

Tom Pearson
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The passing of 97-year old Charles (Digger) 
Murphy on September 23 represents the 
end of an era for Queensland and Austral-
ian coal mineworkers.

Digger, as he was known to his family and 
friends, was a former President of the Queens-
land District of the Miners Federation and the 
pioneer for women’s participation in the coal 
industry’s production workforce.

Born in Ipswich on July 13, 1919, his 
father Ernie Murphy was a coal miner as 
was his maternal grandfather Charles Kirk-
patrick, who became the fi rst full-time Pres-
ident of the Queensland Colliery Employees 
Union (QCEU). Charles, after whom Digger 
was named, led the Queensland miners delega-
tion to the founding conference of the Miners 
Federation as a national union in 1915 and the 
QCEU became the Queensland branch of the 
Miners Federation.

As a young child living in Ipswich and 
seeing hundreds of WWI returned soldiers, the 
fi rst word he spoke was Digger and from that 
time on this became the name that everybody 
used.

When Digger’s dad was retrenched in the 
early 1920s the family made the long trek to the 
new coal mining town of Collinsville in North 
Queensland. They lived in a bag humpy and 
Digger started school there. Ernie came back to 
the Ipswich coalfi eld at Moggill and when that 
mine fl ooded at the height of the Great Depres-
sion in 1931, he was on the dole for about fi ve 
years.

The Murphy family lived in a very modest 
house not far from grandfather Charles Kirk-
patrick, who became a great infl uence on the 
young Digger.

Digger was particularly proud of his grand-
father Charles’s commitment to principles and 
values. As Queensland miners union President 
Charles had been appointed to the State Parlia-
ment’s Legislative Council. He was a member 
of what became known as “the Suicide Squad”. 
The Legislative Council, or Upper House, was 
dominated by members of wealthy families 
who continually blocked Labor’s progressive 
reforms in the Parliament. Charles and other 
Labor Party leaders were pledged to abolish 
the State’s Legislative Council and on the day 
Labor had the numbers in the Upper House for 
the fi rst time, it moved the Bill to abolish it on 
March 23, 1923. They became the only politi-
cians to vote themselves out of offi ce!

On the Monday that 15-year old Digger 
started work at the New Ebbw Vale (Woodend) 
Colliery at Ipswich in 1935, he came home to the 
news that his grandfather Charles had died. He 
was still President of the union in Queensland.

Digger recalls visiting his grandfather in 
hospital the day before and Charles asking the 
other family members who were with him to 
leave the room because he wanted a quiet chat 

with young Digger. He gave the boy who was 
about to go into the mines the next day some 
valuable advice and as he bid him farewell he 
said “well, it’s up to you now young Charles to 
carry on the work”.

And carry on Digger did. He was cut from 
the same cloth as his grandfather. As a 17-year 
old on the tough coalfi elds of Ipswich in 1937, 
Digger was elected Branch chairman of his 
Miners Lodge.

It was to be the start of a lifetime of distin-
guished service to the working class. Digger cut 
his teeth on helping rebuild the miners Union 
from the ashes of the Great Depression. He was 
proud to have supported the fi rst national Com-
munist leaders in an Australian trade union with 
the election of Charles Nelson and Billy Orr as 
General President and General Secretary of the 
Miners Federation in 1934.

Digger himself joined the Communist 
Party and played a very active role in the 1949 
National Coal Strike. Although he was a great 
supporter of the United Front he never for-
gave the Chifl ey Labor government for jailing 
Union leaders and sending troops in to mine 
coal during the 1949 strike.

Digger rose through the union ranks and 
was elected to his fi rst full-time position in 
1957 as District Check Inspector (full time 
safety offi cial elected by rank and fi le miners). 
Mine safety was a passion for Digger, follow-
ing in the footstep of his pioneering grandfa-
ther Charles who had become Queensland’s 
fi rst full-time Check Inspector back in 1915.

Digger’s election as Queensland Check 
Inspector was just three years after the Collins-
ville mine disaster of 1954 when seven miners 
were killed in a gas outburst. Before the disas-
ter, the union had been locked in dispute with 
management over safety concerns. The union 
was ignored and the state government backed 
management, a fact that contributed to the Col-
linsville disaster. The plight of miners in his 
boyhood town greatly increased Digger’s deter-
mination never to give an inch on safety and 
health matters.

His role as Check Inspector brought Digger 
into wider contact with the rank and fi le mine-
workers throughout the state and in 1964 he 
was elected as Queensland District President. 
It was a time when the Bowen Basin in Cen-
tral Queensland was opening up and Australia’s 
coal export market was developing.

As President, Digger led the campaigns for 
decent housing, accommodation and conditions 
in central Queensland. During his Presidency 
from 1964 till his retirement in June 1979, 
Digger was at the centre of some of the most 
challenging industrial disputes in Australia’s 
history as big global business moved for a stake 
in Australia’s lucrative coal industry, particular-
ly in the wake of OPEC Oil Crisis in the early 
1970s.

But Digger never shirked from even the 
toughest fi ghts, whether they were on the pre-
dominately underground coalfi elds of Ipswich 
and north Queensland or the burgeoning open 
cut operations of central Queensland.

Among the many challenges Digger faced, 
the toughest times were undoubtedly the two 
major coal mine disasters he dealt with as 
President.

The fi rst was in his home town of Ipswich 
on July 31, 1972 when a massive explosion at 
the nearby Box Flat Colliery took the lives of 
17 miners in an underground gas explosion. Of 
those killed, 14 men were in the vicinity of the 
explosion underground and three miners were 
working on a belt adjacent to the mine entrance. 
A mine warden who was sent to investigate the 
explosion died later as a result of his injuries 
and some workers at the surface were also 
injured in the explosion.

In a moving recollection featured in the 
2015 international award winning documentary 
Blood on the Coal, Digger recounts the damage 
and trauma infl icted on the entire Ipswich com-
munity. Decades after the Box Flat Disaster, the 
wounds are still raw and memories of grieving 
families still haunt.

Digger sat on the Inquiry into the Box Flat 
Disaster. His grandfather Charles had sat as a 
member of the Royal Commission into Queens-
land’s greatest mine disaster at Mount Mulligan 
in 1921 when 75 miners perished in a massive 
underground explosion.

Just over three years from Box Flat, Cen-
tral Queensland experienced its fi rst big coal 
mine disaster when the Kianga underground 
coal mine near Moura blew up on September 
20, 1975 taking the lives of 13 miners.

Digger knew every one of the Box Flat 
and Kianga miners personally. It was a heavy 
load to bear. Indeed, on whatever scale loss of 
miners lives occurred, Digger was always there 
for the families, work mates and friends.

On the industrial battlefront Digger led his 
members with great courage and foresight from 
lengthy strikes, to stay-downs and lock-outs 
and never faltering.

Digger not only made an enormous contri-
bution to Queensland miners. He played a key 
role on the union’s Central Council, the nation-
al governing body his grandfather Charles had 
been a founder of. Digger represented the 
Union at ACTU Congresses and internation-
ally as well. Right to the end a staunch Com-
munist, one of Digger’s greatest experiences 
was his visit to the then Soviet Union.

Out of the many wider contributions 
Digger made there are two that merit particu-
lar recognition. The fi rst was in 1975 when the 

Nymboida coal miners in northern NSW took 
over their colliery and refused to be sacked. 
Digger played a key role in making sure the 
Nymboida miners could occupy and work the 
mine in the critical early days of the take-over, 
including personally smuggling a car full of 
explosives and detonators over the border for 
the miners. Throughout the four-and-a-half 
years of the successful miners’ takeover of 
Nymboida, Digger was a welcome and hon-
oured guest.

The second was Digger’s pioneering role 
in getting women into the coal mine work-
force as production workers. Under his leader-
ship, Queensland became the fi rst place where 
women started at the Blackwater and Moura 
mines in Central Queensland. And true to form, 
Digger and the union insisted that the fi rst 
mining women were paid exactly the same as 
the men and received every condition and enti-
tlement equally. To Digger all workers, regard-
less of gender, religion, race or colour, were 
all equal.

For all his great achievements, Digger was 
always adamant that he was only half of a team 
throughout his working life. His wife Joyce was 
not only his life partner but his rock. Joyce was 
a very respected leader of the Miners Wom-
en’s Auxiliary, the backbone to many of the 
industrial disputes the miners were involved in 
and the great supporters of families and com-
munities who endured the pain of lost ones in 
the mines. Long after the headlines had faded 
and public attention had moved on, women 
like Joyce were there at the side of those who 
needed a helping hand or a kind word for as 
long as it took.

Digger and Joyce shared more than 
70-years together as a married couple. They 
lived their whole married lives in Ipswich and 
brought up three wonderful daughters in Judy, 
Cheryl and Beth. Joyce passed away in March 
2014 and although Digger remained staunchly 
independent living in their home until his pass-
ing last Friday, he missed Joyce every day of 
his life.

Our union today owes much to Digger and 
his Comrades past and present. To this writer 
and many others he was also a kind and gen-
erous mentor. We will all miss him but none 
more so than his loving family, those wonderful 
three daughters who have inherited their par-
ents’ passion for justice and commitment to a 
Fair Go. Also his four grandchildren and six 
great grandchildren.

Vale Digger Murphy, you have left a great 
legacy and one that grandfather Charles would 
be proud of.

Paddy Gorman 

Proud union pioneer
Tribute to Digger Murphy

Charles Digger Murphy was Australia’s oldest surviving coal mine union offi cial. (Photo: Peter Rae)

Charles “Digger” Murphy working for the Qld mining union in the late 60’s. (Photo: Rob Williams)

As a 17-year old on the tough coalfields 
of Ipswich in 1937, Digger was elected 
Branch chairman of his Miners Lodge.
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Blake Skylar

The BP oil spill happened back in 
2010. It blackened the Louisiana 
bayou, destroying livelihoods, 
poisoning sea life, and creating 
another ordeal for a state that was 
still recovering from Hurricane 
Katrina. A casual glance at New 
Orleans suggests that the effects 
of the spill are gone, but a visit to 
nearby St Bernard Parish paints 
a very different picture. Here in 
this close-knit, hard-working com-
munity, the aftermath of the spill 
is still causing damage, and the 
seafood industry is hurting.

For Brad Robin, a lifelong resi-
dent and oyster farmer, “hurting” is 
putting it mildly. “Imagine that eve-
rything you invested in all your life 
is lost. You feel devastated.” That, 
he said, is essentially what’s hap-
pened to an area that once thrived 
with oysters. 

“We used to sell oysters by the 
sacks. Now we sell mini-sacks. We 
even sell them by the piece. When 
the oil spill happened, oyster farm-
ing got shut totally down. We went 
from catching around 3,500 a week 
to nothing; zero.” Now, he and his 
crews and captains have started har-
vesting oysters again, but fi nding 
them might as well be compared to 
looking for a needle in a haystack.

Oyster farming suffers today not 
only because of the spill. The oyster 
beds were also ravaged by the effects 
of a dispersant, used to “clean up” 
the oil. What that chemical actual-
ly did, say the local fi shermen, was 
spread the oil out over a greater dis-
tance. The chemical did succeed in 
doing one thing, however: destroy-
ing an entire way of life almost to the 
point of no return. But oyster farm-
ers like Robin are coming back, little 
by little, day by day. Robin described 
his profession as a family business, 
one where he and others always band 
together and manage to get by.

“We’re not only farmers and 
trappers,” said Robin. “Our grand-
fathers were carpenters and boat 
builders. When Katrina hit, we even 
started building houses.” He laid a 
hand upon a table built from scratch, 
right there in his offi ce. Above him 
hung a light fashioned from a boat 
wheel. Around him, cabinets and 
drawers had knobs made from real 
oyster shells. Oyster farming was 
embedded not only in the hearts and 
minds of these people, but also in the 
architecture. “My family’s been here 
for over 100 years. I know this area 
like the back of my hand.”

And yet, when the oil spill 
occurred, BP never bothered to con-
sult the very people who were most 
affected by this disaster. “They hired 
outsiders to help fi nd affected areas, 
and they completely ignored us,” 
said Robin. “And you know what? 
One day a bunch of them went out 
to fi nd one of those sites, and they 
got lost. Local fi shermen eventual-
ly found them. That’s what happens 
when you’ve got people working for 
you who don’t have the faintest idea 
about oyster farming, the area, or our 
culture.” As he told People’s World 
once before, he explained, “We are 
farmers of the sea. Our tractors are 
our boats, the water is our plot of 
land.

“But you know, you need seeds 
to start a new plot of land, and with 
that stuff BP sprayed, everything 
died. So if we couldn’t even get a 
few oysters, how could we restart 
our business? Oysters put out a milk 
– we call that the spat – and it travels 
in the water for about a month. We 
put out a material that would use that 
spat and get the oysters to stick to it. 
But with the oil contamination, we 
couldn’t get them to stick anymore. 
Now we have to spend a lot of money 
on new material” to fi x that problem. 
“That spray they used is condemned 
in Europe. So why the hell are they 
using it here?”

He went on to reveal just how 
bad a shape the oyster farming situa-
tion is currently in: “We have seven 
areas that we work. Altogether that’s 
maybe three quarters of a million 
acres. Out of that, area number one 
has no life yet; two has maybe 20 
percent of what it once produced; 
three is our best – it has 80 percent; 
we thought four was making a come-
back, but then the oyster population 
collapsed; fi ve has about 10 percent; 
six and seven – nothing.”

Speaking about BP’s false claims 
that the seafood industry is once more 
safe and doing well, he remarked, “If 
you’ve got seven areas, and only one 
of them is really heavily producing, 
you tell me: are we back to normal?”

He said it could take 10 years or 
longer to fully revitalise the water and 
the industry itself – if it happens at 
all. And other elements, like climate 
change and rising sea levels causing 
coastal erosion, could hamper those 
efforts. “As far as rebuilding that 
land goes,” he noted, “I don’t see it 
happening.”

While Robin, his family, and 
working people throughout the area 
face an uphill battle, they are by no 
means giving up. In fact, they’re 
fi nally starting to get some help. This 
is largely due to a new administra-
tion, run by Democratic Governor 
John Bel Edwards, elected in Novem-
ber 2015 to replace Bobby Jindal, 
the right-wing former governor. 

“Edwards is getting people to listen 
to our opinions. Now the seafood 
industry is getting a voice. Before, 
they wanted to run over us. Now they 
want to listen to us.”

People like Robin are moving 
forward, but there are challeng-
es ahead. A post-oil spill environ-
ment is a new and uncertain proving 
ground for restoring an aquaculture 
that was almost put out of existence, 
and oyster farmers are still coming to 
terms with it. “We know what to do 
when a hurricane hits,” said Robin. 
“With the oil spill, we’re still learn-
ing what the effects are.”
People’s World 

Oil spill impact remains

Democracy undermined
BRITAIN: Labour Party mem-
bers voted resoundingly for 
Jeremy Corbyn as party leader, 
but that cuts little ice with those 
determined to undermine him.

National executive committee 
offi cials and some conference del-
egates can repeat the “in a spirit of 
unity” mantra, but the rule change 
to authorise party leaders in Scot-
land and Wales to nominate two 
new NEC (National Executive 
Committee) members is dodgy.

It undermines the principle of 
members being elected and it was 
designed to alter the NEC political 
balance.

Enhancing Scottish and Welsh 
Labour autonomy is long over-
due, especially since New Labour 
brought the party in Scotland to 
its knees. Former Welsh fi rst min-
ister Rhodri Morgan’s insistence 
on issues concerning Wales being 
decided there – summed up in 
his reference to “clear red water” 
between Welsh Labour and Labour 
HQ – helped prevent a similar fate 
for Wales.

National autonomy is a dem-
ocratic essential, which Welsh 
Grassroots Labour has long sup-
ported, along with a Welsh Labour 
NEC representative elected by one 
member one vote, but it is a million 
miles away from personal nominees 
sitting on the NEC.

Shenanigans, played out live on 

TV, did little for Labour’s democrat-
ic reputation, from having a single 
vote to cover a bundle of unrelated 
rule changes emanating from the 
NEC to the failure of conference 
chair Paddy Lillis to recognise any 
speaker opposing the proposal.

The crudity of the operation, 
excused by pretexts of saving con-
ference time or moving swiftly to 
policy debates to take the battle 
to the Tories, was breathtaking. It 
smacked of a return to the worst 
days of Blairism when New Labour 
ruthlessly drove through consti-
tutional amendments to underpin 
right-wing change.

This year’s elections to the 
national executive committee for 
constituency parties resulted in a 
clean sweep for six Centre Left 
Grassroots Alliance members who 
were perceived as broadly pro-Jere-
my Corbyn and tipping the political 
balance on the NEC.

That balance will be reversed 
when, as expected, Scottish Labour 
leader Kezia Dugdale takes up her 
seat on the committee and Welsh 
First Minister Carwyn Jones nomi-
nates his personal champion.

The NEC has untrammelled 
power to decide on how parliamen-
tary candidates are chosen, wheth-
er reselection challenges can take 
place and, as the leadership ballot 
showed, who could vote in the 
contest.

The Court of Appeal ruled that 
general secretary Iain McNicol 
had virtually unlimited power over 
internal elections, including the 
right to apply a six-month cut-off 
date for full members to be eligi-
ble to vote, denying 128,000 fully 
paid-up comrades their democratic 
rights.

That’s apart from a possibly 
even larger fi gure that fell foul of 
the unaccountable NEC Star Cham-
ber that axed members at will. Had 
McNicol not been outvoted by the 
NEC, he and those close to him 
would have rejected Corbyn’s right 
to defend his leadership against 
Owen Smith’s challenge.

This is the same Corbyn who 
romped home in all three voting 
categories, so scrubbing his name 
from the ballot paper would have 
amounted to a monstrous denial 
of democracy to the entire party 
membership.

The Labour bureaucracy’s 
machinations in response to Cor-
byn’s election confi rm that a rear-
guard action has been mounted to 
undermine the leader and minimise 
change. Labour members must be 
wary of those prattling about the 
“spirit of unity” and be vigilant to 
defend democratic norms and Cor-
byn’s new political direction.
Morning Star 

Jeremy Corbyn.
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Tony Cartalucci

A dramatic example of how to 
destroy a nation unfolded in 2003 
in Iraq as a US led axis invaded 
and occupied it, intentionally 
targeting and destroying Iraqi 
institutions and essential infra-
structure, including the police, 
military, and the government as 
well as bridges, electricity, and 
communications.

In the ruins left in the wake of the 
US-led invasion, through the “Coali-
tion Provisional Authority”, US and 
European corporations were invited 
in to not only rebuild these institu-
tions and infrastructure, but to do so 
in a manner making them dependent 
on and profi table to US-European 
corporate-fi nancier interests well into 
the foreseeable future.

The West’s vast infl uence in Iraq 
today is owed to this process. While 
it is likely the West envisioned a 
client state far more obedient and 
subservient to Western interests than 
Iraq is today, the complicity it does 
receive across Iraq and even across 
the wider region, is vastly greater 
than before the 2003 invasion.

The US State Department 
through the National Endowment for 
Democracy (NED) and the United 
States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) continue to 
undermine local, independent institu-
tions and infrastructure in favour of 
US-funded and directed institutions 
as well as US-controlled infrastruc-
ture. It is the mechanics of modern 
day empire.

While Iraq is an extreme example 
of just how far and overt this process 
can be, the United States is repeat-
ing this same process the world over 
through direct and indirect military 
operations or more subtly through 
the use of nongovernmental organi-
sations (NGOs).

Terror-State 
in the Levant

In Syria, the United States has 
engineered and perpetuated a proxy 
war against the government in 
Damascus and its Russian and Iranian 
allies beginning in 2011. Before the 
armed confl ict even began in 2011, 
the United States admittedly poured 
resources into opposition groups, 
including the Muslim Brotherhood, 
to prepare the ground for violent sub-
version. In 2007, Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning journalist Seymour Hersh would 
write in his 9-page report, “The Redi-
rection: Is the Administration’s new 
policy benefi tting our enemies in the 
war on terrorism?” that:

“To undermine Iran, which is 
predominantly Shiite, the Bush 
Administration has decided, in 
effect, to reconfi gure its priorities 
in the Middle East. In Lebanon, the 
Administration has cooperated with 
Saudi Arabia’s government, which is 
Sunni, in clandestine operations that 
are intended to weaken Hezbollah, 
the Shiite organisation that is backed 
by Iran. The US has also taken part 
in clandestine operations aimed at 
Iran and its ally Syria. A by-product 
of these activities has been the bol-
stering of Sunni extremist groups that 
espouse a militant vision of Islam and 
are hostile to America and sympa-
thetic to Al-Qaeda.”

Hersh’s now prophetic report 
would also reveal US support for the 
Muslim Brotherhood:

“There is evidence that the 
Administration’s redirection strate-
gy has already benefi ted the Brother-
hood. The Syrian National Salvation 
Front is a coalition of opposition 
groups whose principal members are 
a faction led by Abdul Halim Khadd-
am, a former Syrian Vice-President 
who defected in 2005, and the Broth-
erhood. A former high-ranking CIA 
offi cer told me, ‘The Americans have 
provided both political and fi nancial 
support. The Saudis are taking the 
lead with fi nancial support, but there 
is American involvement’.”

The US, through backing a 
large, alternative political front, 
was already well on its way in 2007 
toward creating a parallel state within 
Syria to eventually undermine and 
overthrow before eventually absorb-
ing the Syrian nation.

As hostilities began, the US aug-
mented its proxy political party with 
both opposition media fronts and 
armed militant groups – essentially 
the creation of mass media and an 
army for its growing parallel terror 
state.

The New York Times in 2013 
would admit in an article titled, 
“Arms Airlift to Syria Rebels 
Expands, With Aid From CIA,” that:

“With help from the CIA, Arab 
governments and Turkey have sharp-
ly increased their military aid to 
Syria’s opposition fi ghters in recent 
months, expanding a secret airlift of 
arms and equipment for the upris-
ing against President Bashar al-
Assad, according to air traffi c data, 
interviews with offi cials in several 
countries and the accounts of rebel 
commanders.”

As the war has continued on, the 
United States and its Arab and Euro-
pean allies have steadily built other 
institutions to augment the political, 
military and media capabilities of 

this burgeoning terror-state, includ-
ing hospitals operated in Al-Qaeda-
held territory by Western NGOs, and 
of course the so-called “White Hel-
mets,” described on their own web-
site as:

“The volunteers save people 
on all sides of the confl ict – pledg-
ing commitment to the principles of 
‘Humanity, Solidarity, Impartiality’ 
as outlined by the International Civil 
Defence Organisation. This pledge 
guides every response, every action, 
every life saved – so that in a time of 
destruction, all Syrians have the hope 
of a lifeline.”

In reality, the “White Helmets” 
operate solely in terrorist-held terri-
tory, as the nation of Syria already 
has an effective, professional, and 
well organised civil defence organi-
sation. The “White Helmets” appear 
to be “targeted intentionally” because 
they are operating side-by-side with 
designated terrorist organisations 
including Al Nusra, quite literally Al 
Qaeda in Syria.

In one graphic instance these 
“White Helmet” Al-Qaeda auxilia-
ries can be seen literally standing by 
as Al Nusra terrorists execute a pris-
oner, before rushing in to remove the 
body. Had Syrian or Russian war-
planes struck these terrorists in the 
midst of carrying out war crimes, 
these “White Helmets” would have 

rightfully been liquidated side-by-
side the terrorists they were aiding 
and abetting.

Despite the “White Helmets” 
serving quite literally as Al-Qaeda 
auxiliaries, the US through USAID 
and more recently, the German gov-
ernment, have provided the faux-
NGO millions in funding.

US State Department Deputy 
Spokesperson Mark Toner in April 
2016, according to a US State Depart-
ment offi cial transcript, would admit:

“Well, I can tell you that we pro-
vide, through USAID, about $23 mil-
lion in assistance to them [the White 
Helmets].”

Toner was responding to queries 
by journalists regarding why a US-
funded organisation was receiving 
millions of dollars in assistance, but 
whose leader is banned from trav-
elling to the United States. Toner 
attempted to claim the situation was 
“complicated,” but in reality, it is a 
simple matter of the US once again 
arming and funding terrorists abroad 
while simultaneously attempting to 
pose as fi ghting them back home.

More recently, AP would report 
in an article titled, “Germany ups 
fi nancial support for Syria’s White 
Helmets,” that:

“Germany’s Foreign Ministry 
says it is increasing fi nancial support 
for the Syria Civil Defence group, 

also known as the White Helmets. 
The ministry said in a statement 
Friday that it has raised its funding 
for the group this year from 5 mil-
lion euros ($5.61 million) to 7 mil-
lion euros ($7.85 million).”

With a sectarian extremist polit-
ical party like the Muslim Brother-
hood, an armed force comprised 
of Al-Qaeda and other extremist 
groups, and an array of complicit 
alleged NGOs including the “White 
Helmets”, the US and its allies have 
attempted to create a parallel state 
within Syria – a parallel state it hopes 
will eventually inherit the entirety of 
Syria’s territory, just as violent sec-
tarian terrorist factions have assumed 
control over Libya – deconstructing 
it as a functioning nation state and 
plunging its people into open-ended, 
perpetual catastrophe that is rever-
berating across the planet in the form 
of terrorism and migrant crises.

The US and its partners are 
posing as fi ghting against terrorism, 
while carving out entire nations for 
Al-Qaeda and its affi liates every-
where from the North African nation 
of Libya, to the Levantine nation of 
Syria. In reality, it is a foreign policy 
that cannot be sustained with the 
unravelling rhetoric used to promote 
and perpetuate it on the global stage, 
particularly in front of the UN.
globalresearch.ca 

International

In reality, the “White Helmets” operate solely in terrorist-held territory, as the nation of Syria already has an effective, 

professional, and well organised civil defence organisation. 

Building a terror state

Sydney

A talk with Professor John Dugard 
on human rights in Palestine

Thursday October 27
6:30 pm for 7:00 pm start 

Footbridge Theatre, University of Sydney, Parramatta Road
Coalition for Justice and Peace in Palestine is pleased to be hosting the esteemed South African professor of International Law and Human 

Rights, John Dugard who will be in conversation with Professor Ben Saul from the University of Sydney who is also highly regarded for 
his work on international law. Professor Dugard has served on the International Court of Justice and as a Special Rapporteur on the 

human rights situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territories from 2001-2008. As an outspoken critic of the policies of Israel in relation to 
Palestinians, John Dugard has stated that he thinks the apartheid policies of Israel are far worse than those he witnessed in South Africa. 

Bookings are open now and even though the event is free, you’ll need to reserve a spot.

cjpp@coalitionforpalestine.org

Sydney

Vigil demanding 
that the USA 

stop the blockade 
on Cuba

Monday October 17 at 5:30 pm 
Martin Place, Sydney

Also to stop the subversion of funds against Cuba and return 

Guantánamo to the Cuban people.
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Courageous stand

This year, I saw the devastating 
effects of one of the most powerful 
cyclones that we have ever had 
in the Pacifi c – Tropical Cyclone 
Winston. We were nearly helpless 
as the sea swallowed villages and 
shorelines. We lost many during 
the storm. Others were struck by 
debris fl ying at 200 kilometres per 

hour, while many thousands were 
left homeless by winds and tidal 
surge.

I think about this often; these 
types of ferocious storms could be 
the new normal for our children if 
we do not address fast-deteriorat-
ing climate conditions in the Pacifi c 
Islands, and the world.

One nation, the Philippines, is 
seeking to hold some of the world’s 
big polluters to account for their 
role in climate change. A group of 
18 brave individuals and 14 civil 
society groups (including Green-
peace Southeast Asia) have fi led 
a landmark legal petition with the 
Commission on Human Rights of 
the Philippines.

They’ve asked the Commission 
to investigate 46 big fossil fuel com-
panies for the role they played in 
fuelling catastrophic climate change 
resulting in human rights violations. 

Now, those 46 companies have until 
September 30 to respond to the order 
from the Commission.

With this courageous act, the 
people in the Philippines are taking 
steps to address the causes of climate 
change. We in the Pacifi c support 
and applaud them because climate 
change recognises no borders. 

We share the ocean, the grief, the 
loss and the knowledge that comes to 
make ourselves strong in the face of 
a changing climate. 

As they embark on this journey, 
we shall stand with them in solidarity.

This is the fi rst step in a long road 
for climate justice in the Philippines. 
After September 30, public hearings 
are expected to be organised by the 
Commission.

In one month, the cyclone season 
is going to be upon us. Again, we will 
wait, watch and hope that our region 
is spared so we can take a breath, 

rebuild and recuperate. We hope that 
this cyclone season we will fi nd hope 
and strength not just from our com-
munities but from the world.

We will continue to stand with 
the people of the Philippines, and 
will keep you updated as this land-
mark investigation unfolds.

Joeteshna Zenos
Greenpeace Australia Pacifi c

Housing a right
The NSW Liberal-National gov-
ernment will seek multimillion 
dollar reward payments from 
the Turnbull government to pri-
vatise social housing in the wake 
of a recent Productivity Com-
mission report which makes the 
recommendation.

The privatisation of social 

housing is a punishing move that 
aims to squeeze profit out of the 
poorest in our communities.

Profi t-driven models have proven 
over and over again to be a failure 
when applied to public services. We 
only need to look at our struggling 
public hospitals, public schools and 
social services to know that this is not 
in the community’s interest.

No doubt other state governments 
across Australia will be watching 
closely to see what federal funding 
the NSW government receives in 
return for privatising state services. 
They could be seduced into following 
a similar destructive path.

Housing is a right, not something 
to be determined by the free market. 
The federal government needs to step 
in and address the dire shortage of 
social housing across the country.

Senator Lee Rhiannon
Greens Housing spokesperson

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

When my eldest son and his partner toured 
Europe not long ago, he sent me some post-
cards from Paris and I thought I might 
share with you the sentiments inscribed 
on the back of them. The fi rst, naturally 
announced their arrival in the French 
capital. “We’ve left gay Holland and beau-
tiful Belgium behind us, and now we’re in 
Paris.” 

Paris, however, failed to impress. “This 
really is the domain of the rich and criminal 
classes. From the heights of Mont Martre one 
can just discern the proletariat huddled on the 
dim horizon ...”

The next day he sent a card with a view 
of the rather splendid-looking Basilica of the 
Sacred Heart with the comment: “It is built 
in the style of an Islamic Mosque. Inside is a 
Catholic church. It would inspire more awe if it 
wasn’t jammed full of nuns selling candles for 
$10 a pop, gift shops where the side-chapels 
should be and, I kid you not, actual vending 
machines selling pardons if you put in enough 
coins!

“Whatever would that angry young Naza-
rene have said if he’d found vending machines 
in the Temple?” Probably much the same as 
Martin Luther if he’d found pardons being ped-
dled from a slot machine!

The next day was no better, as the narrow-
minded shop-keeper mentality of the Parisian 
petit-bourgeoisie continued to leave them unim-
pressed: “Everyone keeps telling us we’re Eng-
lish and spitting on our shoes. When we protest 
that we’re Australian their anger vanishes, and 

they say ‘you’re great blokes, G’day mate, 
Kangaroo!’ But they don’t apologise for having 
spat on our shoes.”

Two days later the temper of the cards radi-
cally changed. “Vive la France! Long may she 
vive! Finally met the French working class 
today when we wandered into a decidedly poor 
quarter. Strangers smile at one-another, men 
greet you with a kiss on each cheek. Women 
ask determined questions about the status of 
socialism in Australia.

“The Africans are similarly chatty and 
political, and insist on sharing their Moroccan 
cakes with you – a ploy to keep you talking 
because they really are interested in that far side 
of the world, Australia.”

Now for a complete change of pace: There 
has been a lot of media coverage lately given 
over to the shedding of crocodile tears about 
the plight of the inhabitants of Aleppo. For-
merly Syria’s biggest city and economic capi-
tal, Aleppo was under government control until 
2012. In that year, however, rebel forces armed, 
funded and clandestinely organised by the US 
launched their great offensive, with a typically 
gung-ho American name “Operation Damascus 
Volcano”, to attack the country‘s two biggest 
cities – Aleppo and Damascus – and to over-
throw the Assad government.

The attack on Damascus was repulsed suc-
cessfully, but the well-armed rebels managed 
to capture about half of Aleppo. In the course 
of 2015, rebel offensives in the area around 

Aleppo almost succeeded in cutting off the gov-
ernment-controlled part of the city from the rest 
of the country. In early January 2016, the rebels 
in Aleppo were reinforced in anticipation of a 
government offensive.

The Syrian Army, backed by the Russian 
air force, has now been able to reverse the situ-
ation in the city. First, the Army reopened the 
roads into the city and then surrounded and cut 
off the rebels. Faced with this impending dis-
aster, the US suddenly became very interested 
in the idea of a ceasefi re and agreed to help 
negotiate one with the Kremlin’s assistance. 
They had invested considerable resources in 
weapons, training, funds and personnel in the 
“rebel forces” now trapped in the non-govern-
ment part of Aleppo.

The attack by US and Australian aircraft 
that killed at least 62 Syrian soldiers at the 
Syrian Army’s  Deir al-Zor air-base was clearly 
intended to take pressure off the rebels and to 
make  the Syrian Army hesitate, thereby giving 
the US the opportunity to extricate its puppet 
army. 

That didn’t happen but the adverse media 
coverage that the attack generated signalled that 
another line was needed – and quickly! Within 
a few days, an aid convoy entering Aleppo was 
pulverised and a media blitz assured everyone 
that there was proof that “The Russians did it”. 
Only a cynic would surmise that the US had a 
hand in it. Right?

Meanwhile, the CIA is waging a dirty war 
(or should we say, yet another dirty war?) in 
South Sudan. Why? Because the oil fi elds in 

southern Sudan are the only Chinese-owned 
and operated ones in Africa. And for the US 
government, denying China access to Afri-
can energy resources is in “America’s national 
interest”.

The CIA’s chosen instrument is a merce-
nary warlord named Reik Machar, who has 
a long history of ethnic massacres and mass 
murder to his credit. Machar has been schem-
ing to overthrow the internationally recognised 
government of President Salva Kiir in South 
Sudan since 2006. After a coup he attempted 
in 2014 failed, he has resorted to sending death 
squads from his refuges in Addis Ababa and 
Khartoum to rape and pillage in an attempt to 
destabilise the country and shut down the Chi-
nese oil wells.

The plan was working until China sent over 
1,000 armed “peacekeepers” to protect their oil 
fi elds after which they were able to restore pro-
duction. The US has not given up, however, and 
accompanied by the usual mass media disinfor-
mation campaign, they are trying to get a reso-
lution through the UN to permit the invasion 
and occupation of South Sudan in the name of 
having a “Responsibility to Protect”. 

That was pretty much the rationale they 
used to cover their war against Libya. The US 
is the prime backer of UN sanctions against 
the Kiir government, the aim here as elsewhere 
being “regime change” to a government that 
will toe the American line, especially with 
regard to China and energy resources. 
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Basilica of the Sacred Heart: “It is built in the style of an Islamic Mosque. Inside is a Catholic church”.

Russia in Syria, China in Sudan
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It is no secret that the United 
States has a mass incarceration 
problem. While the US represents 
4.4 percent of the world’s popula-
tion, it houses 22 percent of the 
world’s prisoners. 

In 2014 a Rutgers University 
study reported that more than 2.7 
million, or 1 in 28, children in the 
US have an incarcerated parent. Of 
these kids, Black children are the 
most affected, as 11.4% (1 in 9) have 
a parent in prison, in comparison to 
white children at 1.8% (1 in 57). 

Further, a Central Connecticut 
State University study published in 
2015 found that children with incar-
cerated parents are three times more 
likely than those without incarcerat-
ed parents to be arrested, convicted, 
or incarcerated in the justice system 
themselves.

These facts and fi gures trans-
late into the US not only having a 
mass incarceration problem, but a 
crisis of Black and Brown people 
fi nding themselves caught up in the 
vicious cycle that is the criminal jus-
tice system from youth to old age 
at an alarming rate. Yet, even with 
these facts and studies available to 
the public, the message that far too 
many people of colour are held cap-
tive in prison can fall on deaf ears.

Yet, now there exists a way for 
audiences to experience this crisis 
fi rst hand. Project Empathy, a virtual 
reality (VR) fi lm series, explores the 
US prison system. Through three vir-
tual reality fi lms by award-winning 
directors, the project invites audienc-
es to walk in someone else’s shoes, 
in order to better understand mass 
incarceration in America.

Virtual Reality fi lm and content is 

quickly gaining traction in the enter-
tainment industry, as companies such 
as Oculus, Sony, HTC, Samsung, and 
Google are creating total immersion 
experiences in 360 degrees that view-
ers can have right in the comfort of 
their own homes. 

VR is an immersive experience 
in which your head movements, 
through the use of a VR headset, are 
tracked in a three-dimensional world. 
While this technology has mainly 
been used for video games so far, 
fi lmmakers, such as those working 
with Project Empathy, are using it as 
a means to immerse audiences in the 
Black and imprisoned experience.

Left Behind, the second piece 
in the series, is a scripted short fi lm 
shown through the eyes of a 9-year-
old Black girl. 

You watch, and experience, what 
begins as a normal day in the park 
quickly unravel into tragedy as the 
girl’s mother is arrested and taken to 
prison. 

The audience experiences the 
heartbreaking prison visit between 
mother and daughter, along with the 
loneliness the girl feels in the group 
foster home she must now live in, 
since her mother is incarcerated. 

The fi lm premiered on Septem-
ber 15 at The Atlantic’s Race+Justice 
Summit in Los Angeles. After the 
premiere, Jamie Wong, Creative 
Director and Executive Producer 
of Project Empathy, and the fi lm’s 
director, Wendy Calhoun, took to the 
stage to talk about the project.

Calhoun, who is currently the 
Co-Executive producer for the hit 
television series Empire, also wrote 
the script for Left Behind. 

“We don’t hear enough of these 
stories that give voice to women and 
mothers,” Calhoun explained at the 

premier. Although the fi lm is fi ction-
al it was explained by Calhoun and 
Wong that it is a composite of dozens 
of interviews conducted during the 
fi lm’s research process that included 
inmates, their children, prison staff, 
and police offi cers. 

“This [crisis] is happening to 
children all over the nation but no 
dialogue is being given to it,” the 
director explained.

Wong, who also wrote and direct-
ed the fi rst project in the Project 
Empathy series The Letter, explained 
why there is a need for more narra-
tives from women of colour. “It is 
intuitive to tell stories from women 
of colour because I am a woman of 
colour. Women need opportunities to 
do work like this. Project Empathy’s 
core aim is to break down the divide 
between “us” and “them.”

Susan Burton, Founder and 
Executive Director of A New Way of 
Life – a re-entry project that seeks to 
advance multi-dimensional solutions 
to the effects of incarceration – also 
spoke at the premiere. 

“Black children are dispro-
portionately impacted”, Burton 
explained. “[There are] really trau-
matic layers of all this on women. 
What do we do instead of all this 
damage [of mass incarceration]? 
The history of this country is built 
upon tearing apart African-Ameri-
can women from their children since 
slavery. Eight in 10 women in jail 
are mothers. Generations of moth-
ers and daughters are incarcerated in 
the same institution,” the executive 
director stated.

Connecting the existence of the 
fi lm to the continued struggle against 

police brutality, a struggle being led 
by Black Lives Matter, Calhoun 
expressed, “The movement [Black 
Lives Matter] has gotten me fi red 
up. Through new technologies we 
can now get the message to people 
directly. The movement gives me the 
fuel. It helps craft the stories I want 
to tell.”

On the road forward with VR and 
social impact Wong said, “We know 
we are building a model that can be 
effective across all types of social 
issue.” Burton added, “Training, 
legal support, patience, and a range 
of things to heal from the trauma of 
mass incarceration is needed. We 
need to strengthen the ‘nation of 
mothers.’ We need to end this crisis 
of mass incarceration and heal as a 
country.”
People’s World 
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Although the military junta which seized 
power in Thailand in 2014 has now 
managed to secure public approval for 
its draft constitution, this was hardly 
a real exercise of the people’s will. As 
Tom Fawthrop explains, this move has 
effectively jettisoned the great democratic 
strides made by the country since the 
promulgation of the 1997 constitution.
The country once known as Siam has been 
promoted by tourism authorities as “Amaz-
ing Thailand” and the “Land of Smiles”, 
but for most Thai people, there has been 
little to smile about since the 2014 military 
coup and all the political mayhem, corrup-
tion and mass unrest that preceded it.

This is a coup-prone country. Thailand is 
living under the harshest repression since the 
1976 coup that unleashed a storm of ultra-right 
vigilante groups, backed by the military, that 
forced more than 10,000 students and labour 
activists into the jungle.

The 2014 coup was not steeped in blood-
shed, but the ruling military regime’s draconian 
imposition of censorship and its prosecuting 
zeal have reached Orwellian “Big Brother” 
levels for its unceasing campaign to clamp 
down on even the smallest gestures of anti-coup 
sentiment. General Prayuth Chan-ocha, the 
leader of the military junta and prime minister, 
has said that individuals who oppose him are in 
need of “attitude adjustment”, now a basis for 
arbitrary detention by the army.

On August 7, the junta proffered their 
draft constitution for public approval in a ref-
erendum, as a fi rst step to garner some gloss 
of legitimacy since their dramatic seizure of 
power over two years ago. Key points that were 
to be decided in the referendum included: 
• The constitution would allow for an 

unelected prime minister in the event of 
political deadlock and an unelected senate 
appointed by the junta, with seats reserved 
for military commanders to check the 
powers of elected lawmakers during a fi ve-
year transition period.

• Provisions in the charter would legally 
oblige any future government to follow the 
military’s 20-year national development 
plan and allow military allies to take legal 
action against any government which does 
not adhere to the plan.

This would be a huge step backwards from 
the democratic provisions of the 1997 and 2006 
constitutions in which the prime minister was 
required to be an elected member of parliament 
and the senate was also based on election.

Far from relaxing the state of repression so 
that a real debate could take place, the military 
set about framing the referendum campaign as a 
“Yes only” campaign. A draconian Referendum 
Act that carried potential 10-year prison sen-
tences for misrepresenting the draft, criticising 
its content or disrupting the vote was imposed 
on the process.

Prime Minister Prayuth brazenly declared 
that the Thai people “have no rights to say that 
they disagree” with him: “I don’t allow anyone 
to debate or hold a press conference about the 
draft constitution. Yet they still disobey my 
orders. They will be arrested and jailed for 10 
years. No one will be exempted, not even the 
media.”

Human Rights Watch reported the arrest of 
at least 120 people for violating the campaign 
restrictions. The organisation’s senior research-
er for Thailand, Sunai Phasuk, said the draft 
constitution “essentially enshrines the abuse of 
power and impunity”.

In June, the United Nations expressed its 
concerns about the restrictions. These were 
ignored by the regime, which apparently 
released comments to the local press saying the 
UN was not concerned. A surprised UN reiter-
ated that, on the contrary, it was deeply con-
cerned and that the restrictions compromised 
the credibility of the plebiscite.

Very few Thais were exposed to arguments 
about the charter’s fl aws and merits: few even 
saw a copy, and the small number who did were 
hardly likely to wade through its 279 articles. 
They were clearly not expected to read it. Most 
voters went to the polling stations with little 
idea of what was in the charter. They had only 
frequently heard the drafters’ argument that it 
would address political corruption and help 
reform the country.

It was rare for an opposing view to leak out 
through the thick curtain of censorship. The 
blanket ban on expressing opposition meant 
that the dissenting voices of political parties, 
human rights activists and most of civil society 
could not be heard by the general public.

Not surprisingly, there was only a 59% 
turnout for the referendum. Some 61% of 
voters approved the draft constitution.

“Choice”
Paul Chambers, an expert on the Thai mili-

tary at Chiang Mai University, expounded on 
the lack of any meaningful choice being offered 
the Thai people. “The referendum was run by 
and for the military. The voters were pressured 
to legitimise the junta with a ‘yes’ vote. The 
turnout was not high, and voters seeking a way 
forward for democracy were given little choice 
between a junta-preferred path to democracy or 
continued direct military rule.”

The Puea Thai party aligned to exiled 
former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra had 
won the last freely contested election prior to 
the coup, backed by its legions of “Red Shirt” 
supporters. Its north eastern stronghold was 
the only region to deliver a majority No vote 
(51%), demonstrating that the silent anger and 
frustration over the coup had not subsided, 
despite the detentions of many key cadres and 
despite the one-sided referendum campaign.

In the end, the Yes vote won the day for a 
variety of reasons. Most of Bangkok’s middle 
class have never come to terms with the repeat-
ed electoral victories of pro-Thaksin parties 
since 2001, which were based on massive rural 
support, especially in the vote-rich northeast. 
After a previous military coup in 2006, the 
country was returned to democracy a year later 
and again the pro-Thaksin party was able to 
sweep back into power thanks to its stronghold 
of rural poor.

What is very obvious is the 2014 coup lead-
ers’ determination that this will not happen 
again. Hence the new constitution is carefully 
tailored, in the name of “guided democracy”, to 
block the rural vote from repeating their previ-
ous triumphs at the ballot box.

The junta has made various promises about 
elections only to postpone the date. Now the 
polls are maybe set for 2018, but then again it 
is all up to the generals as to when, and if, there 
will be any election at all.

Perpetual crisis
Senior researcher at the Centre de Recher-

ches Internationales (CERI) in Paris, David 
Camroux has traced the chaotic path of Thai 
politics from the end of the absolute monar-
chy in 1932 to the May 2014 coup – the sixth 
in this period. He says that each military coup 
tears up the old constitution and draws up a new 
one, which leads inexorably to “the vicious cir-
cles of coups, interim constitutions, permanent 
(sic) constitutions, elections and protests lead-
ing to further coups … The draft constitution 

[approved] in the referendum [on August 7] 
will be the 21st or 22nd since 1932 – some-
thing of a world record.”

Prime Minister Prayuth claims that his coup 
regime has ushered in an era of stability and 
ended the mass demonstrations and sporadic 
violence of recent years between rival politi-
cal movements. But, former cabinet minister 
Chaturon Chaisang has warned, refusing to 
allow people to choose their path is a recipe 
for future confl ict.

Millions of voters, especially in northeast 
Thailand, who previously elected “Red Shirt” 
governments will increasingly feel cheated and 
disenfranchised by the new rules of a “guided 
democracy”. Little has been done to advance 
national reconciliation between the urban elites 
and the rural poor, a fundamental fault-line of 
Thai politics. Until some consensus is forged 
to bridge this great political and social divide, 
the political deadlock that engulfs Thailand will 
continue to cripple democratic socio-economic 
development.

After the democratic 1997 constitution, 
Thailand enjoyed a high degree of press free-
dom and a very active civil society, with the 
rights of non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs) enshrined as part of good governance. 
While Thai society advanced during this period, 
its neighbour Myanmar was still marooned in 
decades-long military rule.

Ironically, while Myanmar is now fast 
changing and has a vibrant civil society, Thai-
land appears to have been pushed down the 
path of regression. Myanmar, once a pariah 
state, has gone forwards towards a democratic 
transition. In contrast, after the August referen-
dum there is no clear roadmap for Thailand to 
change course with a return to democracy. The 
dark uncertainty of a future without any guaran-
tees of human rights or checks on the power of 
the state speaks volumes about how Myanmar 
and Thailand have sailed in opposite directions 
since the Thai coup of 2014.
Third World Resurgence 

Thailand’s 
great leap backwards

General Prayuth Chan-ocha, the leader of the military junta and prime minister, has said that individuals who oppose him are 

in need of “attitude adjustment”, now a basis for arbitrary detention by the army.


