
Tom Pearson

Under the pretext of “war on terrorism” the 
federal government plans to amend existing 
powers of arrest, detention and shoot-to-
kill to openly deploy the military’s Special 
Forces to operate on the streets of Austral-
ian cities. This war-on-terrorism trigger 
revolves around the Lindt café siege in 
Sydney, riding on the post-siege investiga-
tion into NSW Police handling of the situ-
ation, by inference concluding the force’s 
“failure” means the need for the deploy-
ment of elite military forces among – and by 
extension use against – the civilian public.

At the time of the café siege in Martin Place 
special forces personnel called Tactical Assault 
Group east (TAG East) at the Holsworthy Army 
Base carried out attack drills on a mock-up of 
the café. The “contain and negotiate” element 
of police strategy in siege situations is being 
cast as untenable and being used to reinforce 
the need for the use of the military on home 
soil.

The siege gunman, Man Haron Monis, had 
a police record, a history of mental illness and 
a relatively high public profi le. He had been 
taken off a police watch list.

Defence Minister Marise Payne said the 
expansion of laws that were put in place in the 
lead-up to the 2000 Sydney Olympic Games, 
would enforce Australian Defence Force par-
ticipation in “domestic operations”.

Australia’s secret police, ASIO, is also 
in line to be given more powers of arrest and 
detention, with the scrapping of the current 
need for the approval of a judge for the deten-
tion and interrogation of people for a week 
without charge. Instead that power will be 
handed over to the Attorney General.

In addition, the current requirement for 
an independent legal authority to be present 
during interrogations is to be scrapped, instead 
replaced by the Inspector General of Intelli-
gence and Security.

The western countries that make up the 
coalition of the willing in the bogus war on ter-
rorism – a war not between nations, but a tactic 
riveted to a religion by government and mass 
media spin – are uniformly in sync. In Ger-
many, for instance, the government has formu-
lated plans to force citizens to stockpile food 
and water in case of an attack.

The population will be obliged to hold an 

individual supply of food for ten days in the 
German Interior Ministry’s “Concept for Civil 
Defence”. It demands that people “prepare 
appropriately for a development that could 
threaten our existence and cannot be categori-
cally ruled out in the future.” In propaganda 
terms, it says a priority is the promotion of 
“more support of the armed forces by civil-
ians”. The Defence Minister declared that the 
country is “in the crosshairs of terrorism”.

Dangerous police powers
The deepening crisis of capitalism on a 

worldwide scale is causing alarm in the ranks 
of the ruling class and those servile politicians 
who do the bidding of the big corporations.

The ruling classes know that the galloping 
world-wide poverty, the loss of jobs, the cuts to 
social welfare services, the attacks on working 
conditions and the rights of trade unions, the 
neglect of the environment and the sacrifi ce of 

the independence of their countries by politi-
cians – all on the Turnbull government’s agenda 
– are steadily increasing worldwide resistance 
of the people in all countries.

The reply of the rulers is to impose ever 
more restrictions on the rights of the people. 
This is also taking place in Australia.

The refugee centres on Manus Island and 
Nauru and in isolated areas in Australia and 
their operation by private companies are essen-
tially concentration camps.

There should be no illusions about the 
claimed “democratic” convictions and prin-
ciples of the Australian ruling class. It is just 
as vicious as its counterparts overseas and 
will disregard all laws pertaining to peoples’ 
rights whenever it feels its interests are being 
threatened.

Australia has already adopted legislation 
that permits the use of the military in domes-
tic issues.

The Sydney Olympics were used to jus-
tify legislation giving sweeping powers to the 
authorities to allow the Australian military to 
suppress domestic unrest – protest actions, 
strikes, pickets – euphemistically called 
“domestic violence”. This includes shoot-to-
kill powers.

What we are witnessing in Australia – and 
the same process is taking place in the coun-
tries of the coalition of the willing such as the 
US, Britain and the countries of the EU – is 
the piece by piece destruction of democratic 
rights, won over time in struggle, from the 
Eureka Stockaders, trade unions, peace activ-
ists: by all who are committed to the extension 
of democratic rights.

These rights are now being eroded at 
increasing speed by today’s governments in 
league with the big corporations, who see mass 
actions as a challenge to what they regard as 
their sacred right to rule and exploit. 
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Plebiscite already causing division
The Australian electorate is known to be cautious and con-

servative when it comes to plebiscites and referendums. Often 
the wording of the proposition is so restrictive or inadequate in 
dealing with the question that voters give a resounding thumbs 
down to ideas that have solid support in the community. The 
1999 referendum to make Australia a republic was a classic 
of the type. The currently proposed plebiscite, supposedly to 
test support for same sex marriage, suffers from this problem 
including a number of others that are already causing division.

The poll, estimated to cost a hefty $160 million, won’t decide 
the matter. The federal parliament won’t be bound by the deci-
sion. It could ignore a “yes” vote and continue to dither on the 
issue despite overwhelming popular support. A “no” vote, arising 
from a rejection of the wording of the question or some other 
circumstance, would set back any move to change the marriage 
act for a long time. A plebiscite, rather than a vote of the federal 
parliament, is a “win/win” for opponents of change.

It is instructive that the marriage act was amended by a 
vote of the parliament as recently as 2004. It was in the period 
when the Howard government had a majority in both houses 
and was very busy advancing its reactionary agenda. It changed 
the act to unambiguously defi ne marriage as the union of a man 
and a woman. The argument presently being advanced by these 
same political forces that the people, rather than the houses of 
parliament, should decide the question stinks to high heaven.

Clearly, there is a range of opinion among the Coalition’s 
gang in parliament. The group that appears to be dominating 
policy on the question of the marriage act is gathered around 
former Prime Minister Tony Abbott and ultra-reactionary SA 
Senator Cory Bernardi. The latter is currently leading the charge 
to repeal section 18C of the Racial Descrimination Act. This 
would allow bigots to give vent to their hatred without fear 
of prosecution. Smearing Islam is another tool of Bernardi’s 
community-dividing trade.

For some time, the federal parliament has been riddled with 
members pushing a reactionary social program. On the Labor 
side are former protégés of the Shop Distributive and Allied 
Employees’ Association – a union whose leadership is notorious 
for selling out its lowly-paid membership while it pursues its 
ultra-conservative hobbyhorses, including opposition to equal 
marriage. Former heavyweights of the Australian Workers Union 
come from a similar anti-Communist background with a deep 
commitment to keeping the basic pillars of capitalist society in 
place.

For all that, the ALP committed itself to a parliamentary vote 
in the lead-up to the federal election. It sniffed the political wind 
and noted, correctly, that the community wants this question 
decided quickly so that people can get on with their lives with 
respect and equal rights. As it stands, the debate is a distraction 
from the many legislative and other attacks on workers and other 
exploited people. This is just what the reactionary elements on 
the Australian political scene want.

Some have pointed to the experience of the vote in favour of 
same sex marriage in Ireland last year and claimed it as a success 
story for the holding of a nation-wide poll. In that case, the vote 
for change was won but the cost was high. Visiting celebrity and 
symbol of the poll, Panti Bliss (Rory O’Neill), emphasises that 
a vote in parliament would be a far less destructive method. 
The referendum in Ireland was the cue for hate-mongers to 
weigh into the “debate”. They got major media attention for 
their unpopular homophobic cause due to a distorted application 
of the principle of journalistic “balance”.

There is no doubt that a plebiscite would mobilise the same 
forces in this country. They will rally their lobby groups and 
“foundations” to stir hatred for LGTBI Australians. A matter 
that could be resolved simply and in a dignifi ed manner will 
become an ugly opportunity to build political careers on the 
extreme right. The holding of a plebiscite on equal marriage 
must be opposed.

PRESS FUND
You really have to watch every move the conservative politicians 
make. Last week, with help from Labor, the government enacted 
legislative changes which, the government said, would enable 
Australian troops deployed overseas to attack people who were not 
carrying arms but who nevertheless supported terrorists. In fact, 
the legislation would enable the military to bomb civilian targets 
like hospitals without having their soldiers taken to court later on 
for war crimes.
We’ll be campaigning against these insidious moves to override 
human rights, but we really need Press Fund contributions, so 
please send us something for the next issue if you possibly can. 
Many thanks to this week’s supporters, as follows:
Craig Greer $50, Mark Mannion $5, “Rough Red” $5, 
“Round Figure” $10
This week’s total: $70 Progressive total: $5,800

“
QUOTE OF THE WEEK

They talk about the failure of socialism but where is 
the success of capitalism in Africa, Asia and Latin America?

Fidel Castro

”

The National Justice Project has 
condemned Immigration Minis-
ter Peter Dutton for organising a 
squad of police to forcibly remove 
refugee children and their family 
from Papua New Guinea where 
they had been seeking medical 
treatment. George Newhouse, the 
Principal Solicitor at the NJP, said  
that the family were from Iran 
and arrived on Christmas Island 
in September 2013 and were then 
transferred to Nauru.

“As Australian families gather 
to celebrate Fathers’ Day we should 
remember what our government is 
doing to other fathers and to other 
families. This case is just one more 
shameful episode in this govern-
ment’s treatment of those who seek 
our protection,” he said. The Nation-
al Justice Project has been working 
with Doctors for Refugees to secure 
proper medical care and treatment for 
this family for months in the face of 
the Australian government’s stubborn 
refusal to act.

Mr Newhouse added, “We are 
talking about a 12-year-old child 
who broke his arm more than a year 
ago. He was operated on but is in 
dire need of post-operative care and 
rehabilitation. His hand and arm are 
becoming deformed as he grows. His 
sister is 11 and developed a range 
of mental health issues and severe 
skin diseases due to the conditions 
on Nauru. Both these children need 
intensive and urgent medical care.

“All their father is asking for on 
this Fathers’ Day is the same medi-
cal care and attention that any father 
would seek for his kids.” Doctors for 
Refugees have advised that the risks 
to the family members have been 
identifi ed and known to the Depart-
ment of Immigration for at many 
months. The Department has failed 
to act and the situation is now urgent.

Ian Rintoul, from the Refugee 
Action Coalition, was recently met 
the family in Port Moresby said, “The 
boy’s arm needed corrective surgery 
months ago. He already suffers pain 

in his arm and has considerable loss 
of movement in his wrist and fi ngers. 
The treatment of this family confi rms 
that the prevailing culture of mis-
treatment graphically revealed in the 
leaked Nauru fi les goes right to the 
top of the Immigration department.”

Newhouse said that “Instead of 
caring for them they were arbitrarily 
arrested by the PNG Police yesterday 
and forcibly returned to Nauru where 
their medical conditions cannot 
be properly treated. The law states 
Peter Dutton owes this family a duty 
of care. He is clearly in breach of that 
duty, and we intend to act”, said Mr 
Newhouse.
The National Justice Project is a 
not-for-profi t legal organisation. 
We combine strategic legal action 
with effective advocacy to advance 
human rights and social justice in 
Australia and in the Pacifi c Region. 
www.justice.org.au 

Nauru Fathers’ 
Day hijack

Melbourne
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Dr Hannah Middleton

Pine Gap, 20 kilometres southeast 
of Alice Springs, was established 
in 1968 in conditions of great 
secrecy. Local people were told it 
was a space research facility. In 
fact it is a satellite ground station 
dedicated to spying and warfare. 
Pine Gap is one of the largest and 
most important United States war 
fi ghting and intelligence bases in 
the world.

Every branch of the US mili-
tary as well as the National Recon-
naissance Offi ce, National Security 
Agency and the CIA are stationed at 
Pine Gap. It employs over 1,000 US 
and Australian personnel.

Pine Gap’s original and still most 
important function is to serve as the 
ground control station for US sat-
ellites which cover a strategically 
important third of the globe, encom-
passing China, southern Russia and 
the Middle East oil fi elds.

US satellites transmitting through 
Pine Gap monitor missile launches 
and military, economic, political and 
domestic telephone, microwave and 
VHF radio communications from 
allies and enemies alike. They pro-
vide photographic surveillance of ter-
rain, buildings, troop movements, the 
results of bombing raids, etc. The sat-
ellites can also intercept radar ema-
nations, allowing mapping of air 
defences, anti-ballistic missile radars 
and early-warning radars.

Pine Gap was established in the 
hysteria of the cold war and was 
part of the United States nuclear 
war fi ghting strategy. With the end 
of the cold war the United States did 
not downgrade Pine Gap. Instead it 
intensifi ed its use of the base, adding 
more and more functions as the years 
went on.

US bases on Australia’s soil 
contribute to the US war fi ghting 
strategy. The bases assist the US to 
prosecute wars against the poor in 
our region and beyond and help swell 
the list of Australia’s enemies.

For 50 years the US military 
facility has contributed to making 
Australia less secure and poorer.

It is time to close Pine Gap.
Pine Gap sits on Aboriginal land. 

The Arrente people were never asked 

their opinion, let alone given their 
permission, for a huge war-making 
facility to be located on their tradi-
tional lands.

It is time this prior Aboriginal 
ownership was acknowledged. It 
is time the traditional owners were 
given back their right to decide what 
is done on their land.

Pine Gap ties Australia to US 
nuclear war planning, specifi cally 
via its contribution to missile defence 
programs that are more offensive 
than defensive. As a result, Pine Gap 
is contributing to nuclear prolifera-
tion with destabilising consequences.

Pine Gap involves Australia in 
planning for and perhaps even start-
ing a nuclear war, and makes us a 
nuclear target as a consequence.

Pine Gap contributes crucial 
tracking and targeting information 
for US drone strikes across the globe. 
Thousands of civilians have been 
killed by US drone strikes.

Far from helping to defend us, 
drone strikes foster anti-western sen-
timent and facilitate the recruitment 
to terrorist organisations. The Pine 
Gap drone program makes Australia 
complicit in war crimes.

Pakistani human rights lawyer 
Shahzad Akbar has said that Aus-
tralia must end its complicity in US 
drone attacks on civilians in Pakistan 
or face war crime accusations at the 
International Criminal Court.

Australia is a crucial part of the 
US-led “Five-Eyes” intelligence club 
(US, UK, Canada, Australia, NZ) 
who work together to gather intel-
ligence material across the entire 
globe.

Documents provided by CIA 
whistle-blower Edward Snowden 
reveal that the US-led global sur-
veillance network – of which Pine 
Gap is an important part – consists 
overwhelmingly of indiscriminate, 
bulk collection of the phone and 
internet communications of millions 
of civilians around the globe. The 
targets are not merely individuals 
under suspicion for planning crimes 
but everyone. 

Pine Gap consumes a huge 
amount of resources, especially 
power and water, and generates con-
siderable waste, some of it toxic.

Pine Gap has a role in the US 

National Missile Defence (NMD, 
also called Star Wars) program 

NMD is a controversial space 
battle system which aims to allow 
the US to attack other countries with-
out fear of retaliation. NMD is con-
cerned mainly with offence – with 
using space to establish domination 
over the world below. NMD is about 
trying to be invulnerable. It is not a 
benign, defensive nuclear umbrella.

NMD has the potential to trigger 
a nuclear arms race and to seriously 
undermine global disarmament and 
non-proliferation agreements. Aus-
tralia’s security will not be advanced 
by such developments.

Pine Gap expresses Australia’s 
lack of independence for it involves 
our country, without permission, 
agreement or even notifi cation, in US 
foreign policy disasters and crimes. 

Pine Gap is a US base and not a 
“joint-facility” as successive Austral-
ian governments have falsely assert-
ed. Although Australia has some 
access, Pine Gap was built by the 
US, its core facilities are paid for and 
maintained by the US and it would 
not exist but for American strategic 
purposes.

Pine Gap is so central to the US 
military that it would be diffi cult, 
if not impossible, for Canberra to 
disentangle itself from any future 
US confl ict, including a US-Chi-
na war. In any major contest in the 
Pacifi c, our relationship with the 
US would make Australia a strate-
gic target for America’s enemies. It 
is not in Australia’s interest to be in 
that position.

The corporate presence at Pine 
Gap has expanded substantially 
since the 1990s. It includes some 
of the major US aerospace and 
defence companies, such as Raythe-
on, Boeing, Northrop Grumman and 
General Dynamics, as well as major 
computer companies, such as IBM 
and Hewlett-Packard. Raytheon is by 
far the largest contractor at Pine Gap.

The corporations are primarily 
interested in making profi ts. They are 
less committed to Australian securi-
ty and intelligence priorities or Aus-
tralia’s national interests. This again 
compromises Australia’s sovereignty 
and independence.

Pine Gap functions within the 
larger context of Australia’s long-
standing subservience to US foreign 

policy interests. In return for US 
protection “insurance” (the ANZUS 
Treaty), Australia must pay a “premi-
um” in the form of support for Amer-
ican foreign policy objectives, even 
when they do not directly contribute 
to Australia’s interests.

Australia is the only nation to 
have joined the US in every one of 
its major military interventions in the 
past century, including Korea, Viet-
nam, the Gulf War, Afghanistan and 
Iraq. 

With rare exceptions, Canberra 
has enthusiastically supported Wash-
ington’s efforts to extend its domi-
nance to every corner of the globe, 
defending and downplaying atroci-
ties committed by notorious Ameri-
can-allied dictators from Marcos in 
the Philippines, Suharto in Indonesia, 
and a host of repressive states across 
the Middle East today.

On the 50th anniversary of the 
establishment of Pine Gap, the peace 
movement will stage conferences, 
direct action, street theatre and more 
to expose what Pine Gap does and 
to demand that the base be closed 
down. 
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Natalie Cromb

NSW: Former residents of the 
Bomaderry Aboriginal Children’s 
Home met in Glebe last month to 
plan their next steps for locating 
and linking with more ex-residents 
of the NSW south coast home, 
which Pastor Ray Minniecon 
described as the “birthplace of the 
Stolen Generations”.

“We don’t know where most of 
the ex-residents are, but we need to 
fi nd them so that there can be collec-
tive healing,” he said.

Established on May 24, 1908, 
and run by the Bomaderry United 
Aboriginal Mission, Bomaderry 
Children’s Home was one of the fi rst 
institutions in NSW for Aboriginal 
children who were forcibly taken 
from their families.

It was the beginning of institu-
tionalised life for many members of 
the Stolen Generations.

The home housed babies and 
young children up to the age of 10. 
After that they were considered old 
enough to be moved on to Cootamun-
dra Girls’ Home or Kinchela Boys’ 
Home.

These children thought the 
matrons were their mothers, and they 
were taught that they were white and 

to assimilate. Children learned to be 
matrons, but not mothers.

Many Aboriginal people who 
were held at Bomaderry say they can 
never forgive the government for the 
policy of removal which had placed 
them there, nor could they forget the 
impact it had on their lives.

No-one knows how many chil-
dren were affected by living there.

Bomaderry Children’s Home was 
a private institution, and secretive. 
There are few records, with many 
having been destroyed. In 1922 there 
were 45 children at the home, and in 
1924 there were 36. It closed in 1980.

On February 17, 2012, the home 
was listed on the NSW State Herit-
age Register and is now managed by 
the Nowra Local Aboriginal Land 
Council.

On February 2 this year, the 
NSW Parliamentary Inquiry into the 
Stolen Generations conducted a site 
inspection of the home and listened 
to former residents who detailed their 
plans for the site, which would lay 
the foundations for their collective 
healing.

The former residents – along 
with Pastor Ray Minniecon, who 
also worked with the ex-residents 
of Kinchela Boys’ Home – have 
been instrumental in establishing an 

incorporated group that is creating 
a plan to locate all ex-residents and 
create a strong platform of coming 
together to heal and take care of one 
another.

Children of the Bomaderry Abo-
riginal Children’s Home organisation 
chair Christine Blakeney and the plan 
consultant, Julie Moore, will speak 
with former residents about their 
experiences to gain an understand-
ing of ongoing needs.

“We aren’t getting any young-
er and we have all been affected 

in different ways,” Blakeney said. 
“That’s why we need to fi nd one 
another so we can then go to govern-
ment and be clear in what resources 
we need and what plans we have for 
the resources.”

The Bomaderry Aboriginal Chil-
dren’s Home has strong social sig-
nifi cance for the former residents 
and for the families and communi-
ties from whom the children were 
removed. Former residents have 
strong memories and feelings from 
their time spent in the home, and 

some speak of a sense of healing 
when they return.

Children of the Bomaderry Abo-
riginal Children’s Home members 
are asking former residents to contact 
Pastor Minniecon on 0417 929 701.

“This may be a very upsetting 
and emotional thing to talk about, 
but we would like this to become a 
story of coming together and healing 
together,” he said.
Koori Mail 

Australia

Healing 
plans

Andy Tayler *

Those of you travelling through 
the City of Sydney may have 
noted the signage devoted to the 
government’s work on building 
the Sydney light rail. This amaz-
ing piece of engineering joins the 
WestConnex Stages 1A, 1B, and 
not one but two Stage 2s as well as 
Stage 3. The Pacifi c Highway gets 
essential millions as does North-
Connex. After that, there are rail 
and road projects in other parts 
of Greater Sydney and even one 
(light rail) in Newcastle.

Infrastructure in NSW seems to 
be something you drive on, ride in 
or live in. For proof, check “State 
Priorities” on the NSW Making It 
Happen web page. It boldly pro-
claims that infrastructure priorities 
are, fi rstly, improving road travel 
reliability so that 90 percent of peak 
travel on key routes is on time. Sec-
ondly, the government will increase 
housing.

Magnifi cent! Unless you are in 
jail, which is where some 13,000 of 
us will be by the end of this year.

For jail education, “infrastruc-
ture” would include the people, 
buildings and organisation that 
enable teaching and related duties. 
Sadly, in the name of effi ciency, the 
number of people working in the 
system has been reduced in relative 
terms. For education, the reductions 
are in absolute terms following the 
government’s decision to sack 138 

current jail educators – all bar 20 
of us.

Perhaps it is just as well. After 
all, if you go to the expense of 
recruiting staff it is reasonable to 
expect that you have the buildings 
to house them. Sadly, your expecta-
tions would be ill-founded.

Take the new buildings that 
were to house the Education unit, 
the Intensive Drug and Alcohol 
Treatment Program (IDATP) as 
well as psychology and welfare 
services at the Outer Metropolitan 
Multi-Purpose Correctional Centre 
(OMMPCC – why limit your acro-
nym to three letters?) which is in 
the same complex as John Morony 
1, the centre that is to be “market-
tested” for sale this year.

One of the government’s elec-
tion promises in 2011 was to estab-
lish a “drug treatment prison” that 
started at JM1 and then transferred 
to OMMPCC. The move meant that 
new, purpose-built structures were 
needed to house all of these pro-
grams. The buildings were started 
but never fi nished. In fact, the skel-
etons are in place but work stopped 
quite some time ago.

What do we learn from all of 
this? If you can’t ride on or live in 
the infrastructure then you won’t 
see a sign about it. If you are in jail, 
you won’t have it.
* Andy Tayler is Secretary of 
Corrective Services TA and a 
Correctional Education Offi cer at 
Long Bay CC 

Sacked Australian Manufacturing 
Workers’ Union (AMWU) brew-
ery members had a huge victory 
last week when the labour hire 
fi rm providing non-union workers 
which took their jobs withdrew 
from the CUB Abbotsford plant 
due to its inability to work with 
the management.

Programmed Maintenance 
threw in the towel after 11 weeks of 
failure after its fi ll-in fi tters failed to 
raise beer production above a third 
of normal, leaving it facing mil-
lions of dollars in losses and legal 
action from the upset management 
of CUB.

That leaves CUB, which hired 
Programmed to reduce maintenance 
wages by up to 65 percent, strug-
gling to fi nd a new contractor or with 
the only sensible choice – re-employ 
the sacked 55 maintenance experts 
on their previous pay and conditions.

AMWU Victorian state sec-
retary Steve Dargavel said CUB 
was now isolated after being pub-
licly exposed as the puppet master 
behind the whole strategy.

“Programmed tendered for and 
won the CUB contract on the lowest 
labour costs but hasn’t been able to 
perform and they leave CUB in dis-
array,” Dargavel said.

“We expect CUB to sue Pro-
grammed. Labour hire contractors 
should take note, they face losing 
millions of dollars if they put them-
selves in a position of undercut-
ting the wages and conditions of 
workers.”

Fitters and electricians will 
march with workers from other 
unions on the Victorian State Parlia-
ment this Thursday (September 8) 
in a massive protest against the mul-
tinational brewer.

Programmed’s withdrawal came 
a day after the industrial agreement 
it used at CUB and tried to impose 
on the 55 AMWU and Electrical 
Trades Union (ETU) members was 
exposed as a sham by ABC radio’s 
Background Briefi ng.

The West Australian agreement 
from a few years ago was signed by 
only three casuals, one who said he 
did not understand what it was and 

only worked for the contractor for 
six days.

ETU offi cials said they had met 
with cross-benchers in Canberra this 
week, who would support a par-
liamentary inquiry into corporate 
“gaming” of the Fair Work Act.

ACTU secretary Dave Oliver, at 
the weekly rally outside CUB, said 
the 55 had the movement’s total 
support and hit out at the Turnbull 
government masquerading as “the 
worker’s friend” while introducing 
a raft of anti-union legislation to 
Parliament.

AMWU member Chris Brown 
said morale is high. The sacked 
workers deepened the embarrass-
ment for CUB by protesting outside 
its corporate headquarters in Mel-
bourne’s Southbank area last week.

“It’s hard to see CUB being able 
to get any other labour hire com-
pany to fi ght this battle for them, no 
contractor in their right mind would 
touch them,” Brown said.

“CUB are out of options, but we 
know it’s not the end of this dispute, 
just one win.” 

Fine ride 
for some

CUB left fl at

Christine Blakeney revisits the Bomaderry Aboriginal Children’s Home.
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We tend to think of the capitalist 
elite, the notorious “one percent”, 
as monolithic, a homogeneous 
whole, the “ruling class”, but 
while they share a common class 
interest, they are divided on pre-
cisely how that class interest is to 
be interpreted and applied. It has 
ever been thus. Just look at the 
differences within the ruling class 
of France and Britain in the 1930s 
over how to deal with the threat 
of Nazi aggression: appeasement, 
defence pacts, collaboration and 
self-interested variations all had 
their exponents.

US columnist and author Dr Paul 
Craig Roberts has written an interest-
ing if somewhat confused (and some-
times inaccurate) article that refl ects 
these contradictions as they impact 
the world today. Roberts was Assist-
ant Secretary of the Treasury for 
Economic Policy in one US admin-
istration, an associate editor of the 
Wall Street Journal and a columnist 
for Business Week so his ruling class 
credentials are impeccable.

And yet he can make a state-
ment like this: “The left [he is refer-
ring to the left in the USA] suffered 
a tremendous blow when the Soviet 
Union collapsed. The Soviet collapse 
deprived the left of its belief that 
there was an alternative to American 
‘democratic capitalism’.” [Actually, 
as we know, capitalism is anything 
but democratic, in the USA as any-
where else.] “The Soviet collapse 
also disheartened the left because 
the collapse removed any constraint 
on Washington’s unilateralism. With 
China shaking off Mao and moving 
into the capitalist camp [the Chinese 
Party would dispute that], there was 
no one to pick up the torch ...

“The West needs a strong left-
wing movement with the strength to 
challenge the lies that are leading the 
world to a war of extinction of life. 
I would prefer a reformist left to a 
revolutionary one [a very revealing 
statement], but this is not to say that 
a revolutionary left is not preferable 
to what exists today, which is revo-
lutionary neo-conservatism without 
opposition from a countervailing 
force.”

What the devil is “revolution-
ary neo-conservatism” I wonder? It 
sounds like a contradiction in terms 
and to my mind refl ects Roberts’ own 
ideological confusion.

Nevertheless, his article, distrib-
uted by Information Clearing House, 
and called “Rethinking the Cold War 

– and the new one”, is very interest-
ing for the glimpse it gives us of the 
divisions within the capitalist ruling 
class, and the possibilities for united 
action with at least some of the estab-
lishment against the war-mongering 
ultra-reactionaries.

In his article, Roberts says that 
“the Cold War began during the 
Truman administration and ... was 
ended in Reagan’s second term when 
Reagan and Gorbachev came to an 
agreement that the confl ict was dan-
gerous, expensive, and pointless,” 
a curiously naive assessment that 
ignores the triumphalism displayed 
by US leaders and the determined 
anti-Sovietism of Gorbachev. Gor-
bachev might in fact have thought the 
Cold War was pointless, Reagan (or 
his advisers) I am sure had no such 
illusions.

We know that in fact the Cold 
War did not end. Its form and propa-
ganda changed to take advantage of 
the changed circumstances; that was 
all. Even Roberts acknowledges that 
the lull did not last long. “In the 1990s 
President Clinton restarted the Cold 
War by breaking America’s promise 
not to expand NATO into Eastern 
Europe. George W Bush heated up 
the renewed Cold War by pulling the 
US out of the Anti-Ballistic Missile 
Treaty, and Obama has made the war 
hotter with irresponsible rhetoric and 
by placing US missiles on Russia’s 
border and overthrowing the Ukrain-
ian government.”

The Cold War was a strate-
gic expression of the class war, as 
the most highly developed capital-
ist powers sought to create tactical 
advantages for themselves over their 
Socialist rival. Roberts, however, 
sees it differently: for him the Cold 
War was “the work of the Dulles 
brothers. Allen was the head of the 
CIA, and John Foster was the Secre-
tary of State, positions that they held 
for a long time. The brothers had a 
vested interest in the Cold War ...

“Whenever a reformist demo-
cratic government appeared in Latin 
America the Dulles brothers saw it 
as a threat to the holdings that their 
law fi rm’s clients had in that coun-
try. These holdings, sometimes 
acquired with bribes to non-dem-
ocratic governments, diverted the 
country’s resources and wealth into 
American hands and that is the way 
the Dulles brothers intended to keep 
it. The reformist government would 
be declared Marxist or Communist, 
and the CIA and State Department 

would work together to overthrow it 
and place back in power a dictator in 
bed with Washington.”

Well that’s certainly what they 
would do, but surely they would do 
that with or without the Dulles broth-
ers? It was in their class interest to do 
it. And they did it wherever progres-
sive governments appeared or tried 
to operate, not just where the Dulles 
brothers’ clients did business.

Roberts, however, has a theory, 
a theory that flirts with the truth 
while failing to fully comprehend it. 
“The Soviet government, unlike the 
US government today, had no world 
hegemonic aspirations. Stalin had 
declared ‘Socialism in one country’ 
and purged the Trotskyists, the advo-
cates of world revolution. Commu-
nism in China and Eastern Europe 
were not products of Soviet inter-
national communism. Mao was his 
own man, and the Soviet Union kept 
Eastern Europe from which the Red 
Army drove out the Nazis as a buffer 
against a hostile West.”

He does the same with the Viet-
nam war. “Ho Chi Minh was an 

anti-colonialist leading a nationalist 
movement. He was not an agent of 
international Communism, but John 
Foster Dulles made him one and 
said that Ho must be stopped or the 
‘domino theory’ would result in the 
fall of all of Southeast Asia to Com-
munism. Vietnam won the war and 
did not launch the aggression that 
Dulles predicted against Southeast 
Asia.”

Dulles, however, did not invent 
the mythical threat of Red aggres-
sion, anymore than he invented anti-
Communism. They are the inevitable 
by-products of capitalism itself. The 
leaders of capitalism at the imperial-
ist stage of its development interpret 
the actions of other governments in 
terms of what they themselves would 
do. In the case of US imperialism, 
that means in terms of aggression.

Roberts does, however, correctly 
identify one of the uses of anti-Com-
munism. “In those days the ‘Red 
scare’ was used like the ‘Muslim 
terrorist scare’ today – to force the 
public to go along with an agenda 
without debate or understanding.”

Colonialism’s end
On the other hand, he has some 

decidedly weird ideas about the way 
international affairs actually operate. 
“If Washington had simply told the 
French government that the coloni-
alist era was over and that France 
needed to vacate Indo-China, the 
disaster of the Vietnam war would 
have been avoided.” French capi-
talism would simply have given up 
any ambitions it might have had to 
become rich (or richer) by retaining 
control of its colonies in Asia which 
supplied raw materials for its manu-
facturing and markets for its produce. 
Sure it would have.

He actually accepts the Cold War 
propaganda that NATO was a defen-
sive alliance. “NATO was unneces-
sary as there was no danger of the 
Red Army sweeping into Western 
Europe.” Can anyone who takes an 
interest in international affairs seri-
ously doubt that NATO is an aggres-
sive pact?
Next week: Nuclear “new war 
doctrine” 

Taking Issue: Rob Gowland – Part 1

The capitalist establishment – 
not quite a monolith

Sydney

Vigil demanding 
that the USA 

stop the blockade 
on Cuba

Saturday September 17 at 12:30 pm 
Sydney Town Hall

Also to stop the subversion of funds against Cuba and return 

Guantánamo to the Cuban people.

Melbourne

Pine Gap: Serving US Militarism for 50 years
Time for Independence

Public Forum
7pm Wednesday September 14

New Council Chambers – Victoria Trades Hall – 54 Victoria Street Carlton

Contact IPAN 0417 456 001
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OAXACA: Since the killing of 11 demon-
strators at a street blockade in the Oaxacan 
town of Nochixtlán on June 19, Mexico has 
been in an uproar over the use of force 
against teachers resisting corporate educa-
tion reform. As the Mexican school year is 
starting, teachers and supporters in four 
states have refused to return to classes until 
there is a negotiated agreement to change 
the government’s program, and until the 
perpetrators of the Nochixtlán massacre are 
held responsible.

The government says it will not negotiate, 
and Mexico’s corporate leaders are demanding 
that the government use force to suppress the 
teachers and reopen the schools. The danger 
of further bloody confrontation is greater than 
ever.

The resisting teachers are concentrated 
in a highly organised network, the National 
Coordination of Education Workers (CNTE), 
within the National Union of Education Work-
ers (SNTE), the largest union in Latin Ameri-
ca. The CNTE now controls the union in four 
states: Oaxaca, Guerrero, Chiapas, and Micho-
acán. In other states, especially Mexico City, it 
has a large base of support.

Teachers in assemblies in those four states 
voted on August 18 not to start classes on 
August 22. As of August 23, the government 
was claiming that over 90 percent of schools 
had opened. The CNTE says that over half 
of the schools in Oaxaca and Chiapas remain 
closed. Adelfo Gómez Alvarez, of the Chiapas 
teachers’ union, told the Mexico City daily La 
Jornada that “there were strikes and demon-
strations in 28 states, including in Mexico City 
itself.”

Mexican President Enrique Peña Nieto 
declared: “There will be no more dialogue if 
we don’t guarantee beforehand that children 
can receive an education in their classrooms, 
which today are closed. First education, then 
dialogue.” Enrique Enriquez Ibarra, general 
secretary of Sección 9, Mexico City’s teachers 
union, responded that for a year teachers had 
tried negotiating with the government while 
continuing to stay in their classrooms, but the 
government didn’t budge. “Today we no longer 
believe in classes fi rst and then dialogue. The 
teachers’ strike will continue,” he warned.

Business interests
Mexican business interests began propos-

ing changes to the country’s education system 
over a decade ago, as part of a series of eco-
nomic reforms that have privatised much of 
the country’s economy and rolled back rights 
and protections that workers and farmers won 
decades ago. Supported by education reform 
groups in the United States and by the US 
Agency for International Development, these 
corporate reforms concentrate on standardised 
testing for students, and especially teachers. 
Testing is then used to eliminate educators’ job 
security and punish militant resistance.

“The real goal is privatising education,” 
said Tranquilino Lavariega, a classroom teach-
er and general secretary of his union chap-
ter in Santa Cruz Ocotlán, in Oaxaca. “These 
corporations see education as a business. And 
because our union has been part of the opposi-
tion to their growing power in Mexico, they see 
us as a political threat.”

Heading the push for corporate education 
reform is Claudio X. González, scion of one of 
Mexico’s wealthiest and most powerful fami-
lies. He heads Mexicanos Primero (Mexicans 
First), the voice of the country’s right-wing ed-
reform lobby, whose program for reform was 
pushed through the Chamber of Deputies three 
years ago.

Last year, as the government began imple-
menting the tests, thousands of teachers refused 
to take them. In limited job actions, many 
refused to report to classes. When resistance 
mounted, the government began arresting 
CNTE leaders.

Adding fuel to the indignation were 
demands by González that the teacher-training 

schools, or “normals,” be abolished and 
replaced with private institutions (fresh in the 
memory of Mexicans is the disappearance, and 
probable murder, of 43 students at a normal 
in Ayotzinapa, Guerrero, two years ago). On 
March 22, Education Secretary Aurelio Nuño 
Mayer proposed a measure that would eventu-
ally fulfi l González’s goal of eliminating them.

“The students in these schools come from 
poor families,” Lavariega explains, “so of 
course they are very critical toward the gov-
ernment and want to fi ght for their rights. That’s 
why the government wants them to disappear 
– those students are a threat too. Nuño Mayer 
went to private schools. He thinks any profes-
sional can teach – that there’s no need for a 
school to teach anyone to do it.”

Arrests, killings
After the two top leaders of the union in 

Oaxaca were arrested, police fi red on demon-
strators at the blockade in Nochixtlán, killing 
11 and wounding dozens. People in Oaxaca 
and throughout Mexico reacted with outrage. 
A protest march in Mexico City, organised 
by the left-wing MORENA party (National 
Regeneration Movement), headed by former 
mayor Andrés Manuel López Obrador, drew 
over 100,000 participants. More streets were 
blockaded, especially (but not only) in the four 
states, and plantóns (occupy-style encamp-
ments) sprang up in commercial centres tar-
geting big enterprises like Wal-Mart, Bimbo, 
and Coca-Cola.

On the US side of the border, teachers and 
unions joined in demanding that the govern-
ment release the imprisoned teachers. Protests 
were organised in front of Mexican consulates, 
and in San Francisco teachers called for sus-
pending military aid to Mexico. Chicago Teach-
ers Union activists made a video, chanting, “We 
are Oaxaca!”

The California Federation of Teachers, 
the California Teachers’ Association and the 
American Federation of Teachers all sent let-
ters demanding the teachers’ release. “We are 
all facing the same attacks,” CFT president 
Josh Pechthalt told local chapters of his union. 
“The same corporate interests in both of our 
countries seek to privatise public education, 

undermine our ability to function as profes-
sional and socially responsible educators, and 
end our right to unions and collective bargain-
ing and action.”

In July, the Secretariat of Public Educa-
tion announced it would not proceed further 
with the fi ring of thousands of teachers. And on 
August 13, two teachers fi nally walked out of 
prison on bail, the last of seven prisoners held 
in federal custody (other teachers remain in jail 
in different states, however).

While the Peña Nieto administration was 
forced into negotiations with the CNTE, it 
continued to say that changes in its education 
reform program weren’t up for discussion. 
Ibarra, of the Mexico City CNTE, responded 
that teachers would not back down and would 
keep developing an alternative democratic edu-
cation plan.

Teachers have not simply gone on strike or 
organised demonstrations and street actions. 
They have recognised that Mexico’s schools 
do need change, and have proposed a series of 
reforms of their own, called “democratic edu-
cation.” The most advanced of these proposals, 
the Plan for the Transformation of Education 
in Oaxaca (PTEO), was actually implemented 
in Oaxaca in the fi rst years of the administra-
tion of its current governor, though he eventu-
ally gave way to federal government pressure 
to scrap it.

“Violated human rights”
In Mexico City, Claudio González refuses 

to allow any possibility of changing the govern-
ment’s testing program. He warned Peña Nieto 
the week before the start of the school year 
that he would take any agreement made with 
the CNTE to court to have it overturned if it 
changed the reform program he has sponsored. 
He also called on the president to use force to 
open the schools. “If it is determined that this 
is what has to be done in defence of the right 
of children and other affected citizens, then it 
must be done,” he told the media.

González was backed up by the Business 
Coordination Council, which called the CNTE 
teachers “a minority group impeding the daily 
life of millions of Mexicans.” Enrique Solana 
Sentíes, president of the National Confederation 

of Chambers of Commerce, fi led suit against 
the CNTE, accusing it of “acts that have vio-
lated human rights, principally in denying the 
right to education of children.” He is seeking 
a court order to force the federal government 
to uproot the blockades, which he says have 
cost businesses 7.5 billion pesos. Corpora-
tions themselves organised a “business strike” 
against the teachers on August 8.

Renato Sales Heredia, head of the Nation-
al Security Commission, announced that the 
government would use force, which Peña 
Nieto called “a last resort ... to regain social 
harmony.”

In Oaxaca, especially after the Nochixtlán 
shootings, “many parents have supported the 
strike,” says Ezequiel Rosales Carreño, Oaxaca 
director of the Binational Front of Indigenous 
Organisations. In 2006, Rosales was head of 
Sección 22 during the strike and insurrection 
that paralysed the state for weeks that year. 
“Despite what the Constitution requires, edu-
cation is not free in Mexico any more. The 
government and media are trying to demon-
ise teachers and promote hatred, but most par-
ents know this will not resolve their problems. 
Unfortunately, though, they are creating a lot of 
polarisation, and there will be confrontations in 
a lot of schools.”

The week before the schools were set to 
open, that polarisation erupted in one small 
Oaxacan town, La Luz Tenexcalco, in the 
municipality of San Miguel Ahuehuetitlán. 
Supporters of the PRI (Mexico’s governing 
Institutional Revolutionary Party) came to a 
meeting on the schools and demanded that the 
town expel striking teachers and bring in strike 
breakers willing to teach, Rosales recounts. 
When heated arguments escalated, gunfire 
broke out. Teodulo Pavia Guzmán was killed 
and Miguel Herrera Pérez was taken to the hos-
pital in critical condition.

Using force to open Oaxaca’s schools will 
replicate shootings like this and the ones in 
Nochixtlán. “The main responsibility in this 
confl ict is the government’s,” declares López 
Obrador. “Just remember the policy that caused 
it.”
People’s World 

Mexico

Blood on the textbooks

Supporters of CNTE teachers’ union, and against an education reform march in Mexico City on June 26.
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LAKAGIGAR, Iceland: The moss-covered 
stones here, spewed over an area of 565 
square kilometres, the largest lava fi eld ever 
created by a single eruption, emerged from 
Laki, a volcanic rift in southern Iceland 
that emitted a steady series of blasts over 
the course of the year 1783-84.

In Iceland, an estimated 9,000 - 10,000 
people lost their lives in the eruptions, and 
from the destruction of farmland and the ensu-
ing starvation. The ash and sulphuric gas from 
Laki spread worldwide – Benjamin Franklin 
wrote of “a constant fog over all Europe, and 
a great part of North America” – and caused 
massive crop failure across northern Europe. 
Rioters protesting the lack of bread led Queen 
Marie Antoinette to famously retort, “Let them 
eat cake!” Although Icelanders themselves suf-
fered most from nature’s fury, they nevertheless 
feel entitled to claim a certain agency in the 
French Revolution that overthrew a despotic 
monarchy.

Echoes of that history recurred in modern 
times, when the Eyjafi allajökull volcano closed 
down air traffi c over Europe for over a week in 
2010 with all the ash and gasses released into 
the skies. The story on the ground was equally 
remarkable. Iceland is geologically very recent 
and still highly volatile. People who live there 
know they must accept the vagaries of nature 
and adapt to them.

But that does not equate to passivity. This 
modern country has a meticulously articulat-
ed climate study program aimed at detecting 
impending disaster, and an urgent response 
system capable of mobilising government 
forces and the widely dispersed population. 
During the 2010 episode timely evacuations 
of farms and communities were organised so 
that not a single person lost their life, indeed, 
not even a single farm animal. The state steps 
in to offer full compensation for material 
destruction.

These two catastrophic events frame the 
story of how a small country, with only 330,000 
citizens, has achieved a generally satisfying 
social democracy that has eliminated extreme 
inequality.

Vikings to 
constitutional democracy

Viking voyagers fi rst established lasting 
settlements here in 874 CE. Over the next cen-
tury, the remote island attracted more residents, 
mostly Norwegians fl eeing from landlessness 
and civil wars at home. The abundance of Ice-
land’s well known hot springs was certainly 
a delight as well. Few Icelandic words have 

entered the international vocabulary, but one 
universally recognised is geyser (geysir in the 
original).

Owing to its short growing season – it’s just 
a few miles south of the Arctic Circle – and to 
its craggy, hardscrabble land, Iceland was not 
suited to large-scale landholding nor to a large 
workforce that needed to be fed or paid. Viking 
clans spread out through the fertile valleys and 
struggled to subsist through frozen winters 
close to the land with their sheep, horses, and 
cattle. There are no castles in Iceland: Those 
would imply a more hierarchical society than 
nature would allow.

Chieftains collected taxes and applied local 
law throughout a land 39,769 square miles in 
area, somewhat bigger than Ireland and a bit 
bigger than the state of Maine, but soon enough 
realised that such a compact island needed to 
become a country with a common set of prin-
ciples. In 930, on a plain near Lake Thingval-
lavatn, they came together to establish an 
independent Icelandic Commonwealth and its 
representative body the Althing, regarded as the 
fi rst parliament in the world. Over the ensuing 
centuries, the political fortunes of the Norwe-
gian and the Danish monarchies fl uctuated, and 

sometimes Iceland fell into one domain or the 
other. But the independent spirit of a people so 
far from the mainland held on strong.

The year 1830 marked a notable step 
toward the growing humanism for which Ice-
land is recognised. It was the last time anyone 
was executed for a crime – a murder that arose 
out of a romantic entanglement. The site at 
which this justice was served is remote and 
barely marked in the middle of a fi eld. Even at 
the time it seemed like an event that Icelanders 
should take no comfort in and shouldn’t cele-
brate. Ever since, Icelandic citizens have found 
other ways to punish wrongdoers – through 
exile, isolation, restorative justice – and its 
crime rate is among the lowest in the world.

In a 1918 agreement with Denmark, Ice-
land achieved status as a sovereign, independ-
ent state still under the Danish king, excepting 
foreign affairs and defence. A path toward com-
plete independence had been laid. The 1920s 
brought equality for women. In 1944 Iceland 
became a republic completely and legally sep-
arate from Denmark. During World War II 
Iceland served as a vital military base for the 
Allies, and in the post-war period became a 
member of NATO, although without a military 
except for a Coast Guard.

New economy of tourism
The abundance of water resources and geo-

thermal energy has allowed Iceland to become 
almost entirely powered by renewable sources, 
although vehicles still run on petroleum. Fre-
quently seen across the landscape are pipelines 
delivering scalding hot (200 Celsius) water to 
homes and industries all over the country. Sev-
eral thermal baths, including the best known in 
the country, the Blue Lagoon, not far from the 
main airport at Kefl avik, keep tourists happy 
with their mudpacks, sauna and steam.

Forty or 50 years ago Icelandair offered 
cheap student fl ights to Europe with a required 
stopover in Iceland. I remember friends saying 
they took the opportunity to tool around the 
capital of Reykjavik for a pleasant day or two, 
but fi nding little of cultural or historical inter-
est. Today’s tourist industry has blossomed with 
eco-tourists, backpackers, bicyclists, hikers and 
campers, and others seeking an unspoiled land 
of mountains, raging rivers, and placid coun-
tryside dotted with docile farm animals as well 
as reindeer, puffi ns and other Arctic fauna and 
fl ora. I toured with the Sierra Club in a coach 
that made a complete clockwise circle of the 
country in nine days.

Even President Obama seemed to give 

Iceland a plug when he mentioned Iceland’s 
endangered Solheimajökull glacier in his 2015 
Paris speech on climate change. Icelanders, 
who are in the European Union, remind you 
constantly that you are “in Europe”. I could 
not help thinking this a come-on to tourists 
from the continent who need to see the “largest 
glaciers” and the “biggest, tallest waterfalls” 
in Europe. I did see busloads of tourists from 
Korea, China and Japan, but most were from 
prosperous European countries and the US.

Although it does not have a long document-
ed LGBT movement, Iceland today embraces 
full rights for its LGBT citizens. In fact, Ice-
land’s fi rst woman prime minister, Jóhanna Sig-
urdardóttir (2009-2013), became the world’s 
fi rst lesbian head of government. Perhaps some 
LGBT visitors like the freedom they feel in 
Iceland.

Pursuing the just society
The fi nancial crisis of 2008 hit Iceland espe-

cially hard with a systemic banking collapse.
“I felt very patriotic and proud of my coun-

try until then,” said Arin, an Icelander who 
works as a driver in the summer tourist months 
and in construction the rest of the year. “But I 
never knew we had such greedy people here. I 
woke up one day, the bank was closed, and all 
my savings were gone. My patriotism has not 
come back to where it was.”

Yet vigorous legislative measures, support-
ed by a highly educated and motivated citizen-
ry, have brought the economy back. Uniquely 
among nations affected by the crisis, dozens 
of banksters were sentenced to jail terms, and 
numerous government offi cials resigned. In 
April of this year, Prime Minister Sigmundur 
Davíd Gunnlaugsson was revealed by leaks of 
the “Panama Papers” to have secret investments 
in the British Virgin Islands with his wealthy 
wife. Militant demonstrations in front of gov-
ernment buildings in Reykjavik forced his 
almost immediate resignation.

Hovering over the North Atlantic, Ice-
land straddles the juncture between the North 
American and the European tectonic plates. 
Indeed, a visible rift, constantly opening new 
chasms in the land, stretches clear across the 
island from the southwest to the northeast. In 
this geographically unstable, ever-changing 
and vulnerable place on Earth, an informed and 
conscious people are committed to fi guring out 
how advanced welfare-state principles can con-
tinue to serve both humans and nature, and fur-
ther the pursuit of a just and democratic society.
People’s World 

Suðureyri.

These mossy stones 
spin a story

The fi nancial crisis of 2008 hit Iceland especially hard with a systemic banking collapse.
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As the dust begins to settle from 
the failed Turkish coup, there 
appear to be some winners and 
losers. What is clear is that several 
alignments have shifted, shifts 
that may have an impact on the 
two regional running sores: the 
civil wars in Syria and Yemen.

The most obvious winner to 
emerge from the abortive military 
putsch is Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan and his campaign 
to transform Turkey from a parlia-
mentary democracy to a powerful, 
centralised executive with himself 
in charge. The most obvious losers 
are Erdogan’s internal opposition and 
the Kurds in Turkey, Syria, Iraq, and 
Iran.

Post-coup Turkish unity has 
conspicuously excluded the Kurd-
ish-based People’s Democratic Party 
(HDP), even though the party con-
demned the July 15 coup. A recent 
solidarity rally in Istanbul called by 
Erdogan’s Justice and Development 
Party (AKP) included the opposition 
Republican People’s Party (CHP), 
but the HDP – the third-largest polit-
ical organisation in the country – was 
not invited.

Erdogan 
consolidates power

The deliberate snub is part of 
Erdogan’s campaign to disenfran-
chise the HDP and force new elec-
tions that could give him the votes 
he needs to call a referendum on the 
presidency. This past June, Erdogan 
pushed through a bill lifting immu-
nity for 152 members of parliament, 
making them liable for prosecution 
on charges of supporting terrorism. 
Out of the HDP’s 59 deputies, 55 are 
now subject to the new law. If the 
HDP deputies are convicted of ter-
rorism charges, they will be forced to 
resign and by-elections will be held 
to replace them.

While Erdogan’s push for a 
powerful executive is not over-
whelmingly popular with most 
Turks – polls show that only 38.4 

percent support it – the President’s 
popularity jumped from 47 percent 
before the coup to 68 percent today. 
With the power of the state behind 
him, and the nationalism generat-
ed by the ongoing war against the 
Kurds in Turkey’s southeast, Erdog-
an can probably pick up the 14 seats 
he needs to get the referendum.

The recent Turkish invasion of 
Syria is another front in Erdogan’s 
war on the Kurds. While the surge 
of Turkish armour and troops across 
the border was billed as an attack on 
the Islamic State’s (IS) occupation of 
the town of Jarablus near the Turk-
ish border, it was in fact aimed at 
the Kurdish Democratic Union Party 
(PYD) and its armed wing, the Peo-
ple’s Protection Units (YPG).

According to Al Monitor, the 
IS had been withdrawing from the 
town for weeks in the face of a YPG 
offensive, and the Turks invaded to 
pre-empt the Kurds from taking the 
town. The question now will be how 
far south the Turks go, and wheth-
er they will get in a full-scale battle 
with America’s Kurdish allies. The 
Turkish military has already sup-
ported the Free Syrian Army in sev-
eral clashes with the Kurds. Since 
the invasion included a substantial 
amount of heavy engineering equip-
ment, the Turks may be planning to 
stay awhile.

While the YPG serves as the US’s 
ground force in the fi ght against IS, 
the Americans strongly backed the 
Turkish invasion and sharply warned 
the Kurds to withdraw from the west 
bank of the Euphrates or lose Wash-
ington’s support.

The Kurds in Syria are now 
directly threatened by Turkey, were 
attacked in Hasaka Province by the 
Syrian government, and have been 
sharply reprimanded by their major 
ally, the US. The Turkish Kurds are 
under siege from the Turkish army, 
and their parliamentary deputies are 
facing terrorism charges at the hands 
of the Erdogan government. The 
Turkish air force is also pounding 
the Kurds in Iraq.

There are others winners and 
losers as well.

Regional instability
Turkey’s decision to shoot down 

a Russian bomber last November 24 
has badly backfi red. Russian sanc-
tions dented the Turkish economy 
and Moscow poured sophisticat-
ed anti-aircraft weapons into Syria, 
effectively preventing any possibility 
of the Turks or the US establishing a 
“no fl y zone.”

Erdogan was also forced to write 
a letter of apology for the downing 
and trot off to St Petersburg for a 
face-to-face meeting with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. All were 
smiles and hand shakes at the August 
9 get-together, but the Russians have 
used the tension generated by the 
incident to advance their plans for 
constructing gas pipelines that would 
bypass Ukraine. Indeed, the EU and 
Turkey are now in a bidding war over 
whether the pipeline will go south – 
Turkish Stream – through Turkey 

and the Black Sea, or north – Nord 
Stream – through the Baltic Sea and 
into Germany.

Erdogan apparently has conclud-
ed that Russia and Iran have effec-
tively blocked a military solution to 
the Syrian civil war, and Ankara has 
backed off its demand that Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad has to go 
before there can be any resolution of 
the confl ict. Turkey now says Assad 
can be part of a transition govern-
ment, pretty much the same position 
the Russians take.

No pushover
The Saudis look like losers in 

all this. They – along with Turkey, 
France, Britain, and most of the Gulf 
monarchies – thought Assad would 
be a pushover. He wasn’t, and fi ve 
years later, some 400,000 Syrians are 
dead, three million have been turned 
into refugees, and the war has spread 
into Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, 
and Saudi Arabia.

The Yemen war has predictably 
turned into a quagmire, and even 
Saudi Arabia’s allies are beginning 
to edge away from the human catas-
trophe that the confl ict has infl icted 
on Yemen’s civilian population. The 
United Arab Emirates, which pro-
vided ground forces for the Saudis, 
is withdrawing troops, and even 
the US has cut back on the advisors 
assigned to aid the kingdom’s unre-
stricted air war on the rebel Houthis. 
US Defence Department spokesman 
Adam Stump said aid to Riyadh was 
not a “blank cheque,” and several US 
Congress members and peace groups 
are trying to halt a US$1.15 billion 
arms sale to Saudi Arabia.

In military terms, the Yemen war 
– like the Syrian war – is unwinnable. 
In fact, were it not for the US and 
British aid to the Saudis, including 
weapons resupply, in-air refuelling 
of war planes, and intelligence gath-
ering, the war would grind to a halt.

The Saudis are in trouble on the 
home front as well. Their push to 
overthrow Assad and the Houthis has 
turned into expensive stalemates at a 
time when oil prices are at an all-time 
low. The Kingdom has been forced 
to borrow money and curb programs 
aimed at dealing with widespread 
unemployment among young Saudis. 

And the Islamic State has targeted the 
kingdom with more than 25 attacks 
over the past year.

Ending the Yemen war would not 
be that diffi cult, starting with an end 
to aid for the Saudi air war. Then the 
UN could organise a conference of 
all Yemeni parties – excluding IS and 
Al-Qaeda – to schedule elections and 
create a national unity government.

Syria will be considerably more 
challenging. The outside powers – 
the US, Turkey, Russia, Iran, and 
the Gulf monarchies – will have to 
stop fuelling their allies with weap-
ons and money and step back from 
direct involvement in the war. They 
will also have to accept the fact that 
no one can dictate to the Syrians who 
will rule them.

Kurdish question
The Kurdish question will be 

central to this. The Syrian Kurds 
must have a place at the table regard-
less of Turkish opposition. The Ira-
nians are also hostile to the Kurds 
because of problems with their own 
Kurdish population. 

If there is to be eventual peace 
in the region, Ankara will also have 
to end its war against the Kurds in 
southeast Turkey. Turkish army 
attacks have killed more than 700 
civilians, generated 100,000 refu-
gees, and smashed up several cities. 
The Kurds have been asking for 
negotiations and Ankara should take 
them up on that.

Erdogan has made peace with the 
Kurds before – even though part of 
the reason was a cynical ploy to snare 
conservative Kurdish voters for the 
AKP. It was also Erdogan who rekin-
dled the war as a strategy to weaken 
the Kurdish-based HDP and regain 
the majority that the AKP lost in the 
June 2015 elections. The ploy large-
ly worked, and a snap election four 
months later saw the HDP lose seats 
and the AKP win back its majority. 
The Turkish president, however, did 
not get the two-thirds he needs to 
schedule a referendum.

Erdogan has already backed off 
in his confrontation with the Rus-
sians and climbed down from his 
demand that Assad had to go before 
any serious negotiations could start.
People’s World 

Turkey

Rise of authoritarianism

Turkish crowds rejoice – the President’s popularity jumped from 47 percent before the coup to 68 percent today.

IPAN National Conference
Alice Springs 2016

The Chifl ey, Alice Springs Resort 34 Stott Terrace, Alice Springs

Pine Gap: Serving US Militarism for 50 years ... 
Time for Independence?

Saturday 1st October 2016 8:30am - 5:00pm

IPAN Public Forum Pine Gap: Secrets in the Centre
Friday 30th September 2016 6:30pm - 8:00pm

Speakers:
Prof. Lisa Natividad (University of Guam)

Prof. Kosuzu Abe (University of Ryukyus, Okinawa)
Prof Richard Tanter (University of Melbourne)

Senator Scott Ludlam (Australian Greens)

Joint Cavalcade to Pine Gap gates
Sunday 2nd October 9:00am - 12:00pm

IPAN members, conference attendees, and activists join together 
in a public and authorised cavalcade from Alice Springs to Pine Gap
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Emile Schepers

On August 31, after six days of 
sometimes raucous debate, the 
Brazilian Senate voted to remove 
President Dilma Rousseff from 
offi ce. Her former vice president, 
Michel Temer, who has been the 
acting president since Rouss-
eff was suspended in May, now 
will be president until the next 
national elections in 2018. This 
action essentially punishes Presi-
dent Rousseff for trying to protect 
government programs that have 
helped to bring 30 million Brazil-
ians out of poverty since 2002.

In the short period in which 
Temer has been “acting”, he has 
made clear that his full accession to 
power would be a victory for Brazil-
ian elites, their right-wing political 
allies, and for multinational corpo-
rations. But Brazilian workers, stu-
dents, minorities, women and the left 
intend to mount such an opposition 
to Temer, whom they characterise 
as an “illegitimate” president who 
has come to power through a coup 
which ignores the will of the people, 
that he will not be able to impose his 
program.

A pretext to impeach
The impeachment and, now, 

removal of Dilma Rousseff from the 
presidency was carried out with the 
pretext of punishing her for budget-
ary adjustments she made in 2014, 
which her enemies characterise as 
a “crime of responsibility”. Brazil 
at that time had entered into a bad 
economic recession, and Rousseff 
had moved budgetary items around, 
making temporary use of state bank 
funds, so as to protect social program 
initiated under her predecessor, Presi-
dent Luiz Inacio “Lula” da Silva, and 
continued under her administration.

These programs have pulled 30 
million poor Brazilians out of pov-
erty, but they are resented by the 
rich elites and especially by the right 
wing caucuses in the Brazilian Con-
gress, who think that such things 
are too good for poor, largely non-
white people, and that the money that 
goes to them should be used to pay 
off domestic and foreign creditors 
instead.

So they claim that her budgetary 
adjustments amount to a “crime of 
responsibility”, a legalistic formula 
that has to be invoked to impeach and 
remove an incumbent Brazilian pres-
ident. Rousseff and her supporters 
say that the budgetary adjustments in 
question were not illegal and follow 
the precedent of similar actions by 
former presidents.

But many of Rousseff’s support-
ers think that the budgetary issue was 
a pretext. 

There is strong evidence that the 
real reason for removing Rousseff 
was to put Temer into power so that 
he could shut down corruption inves-
tigations being carried out under 
“Operation Lava Jato (Jet Car Wash). 
This is the nickname for an investiga-
tion of a vast scheme of bribery and 
kickbacks involving subcontracting 
with Brazil’s immense national oil 
company, PETROBRAS. 

It is a scandal which has ensnared 
a huge number of politicians, offi cials 
and businessmen and women already. 
Most of the people in Congress who 
worked for Rousseff’s impeachment 
are implicated. Indeed, Rousseff is 
one of the few major Brazilian politi-
cal fi gures who has not been accused 
of corruption of this type. 

Temer is also credibly accused of 
major corruption, and may be a target 
for impeachment himself in the not-
too-distant future. The former and 
present speakers of the Chamber of 

Deputies and the President of the 
Senate are also being investigated.

The struggle continues
After both Houses of Congress 

had moved to impeach Rousseff, her 
trial in the Senate began last week. 
The fi rst two days were taken up 
with preliminary manoeuvring. On 
Monday, August 29, Rousseff made 
an impassioned speech in the Senate 
in which she justifi ed the legality of 
her actions and denounced the plan to 
remove her as a “coup”. On Wednes-
day, the Senate took the vote.

To remove Rousseff from power, 
the vote went 61 for and 20 against; 
evidently all 81 Senators voted. Sup-
port for Rousseff came from her own 
Workers’ Party, from the Communist 
Party of Brazil and a few others. The 
whole of the right voted to remove 
her.

But a second motion, to forbid 
Rousseff from holding public offi ce 
for eight years, fell short of the 54 
votes that would have been needed; 
16 senators who voted to remove the 
president voted “no” and another 
three abstained on this second vote. 
This guarantees that Rousseff will 
continue to play a leading role in Bra-
zilian electoral politics.

In a post-coup speech, Rousseff 
indicated that she aims to do just that. 
“[I ask my supporters] not to desist in 
the struggle. They think they defeated 
us, but they are deluded. I know that 
we are all going to struggle. There 

will be [organised] against them the 
fi rmest, inexhaustible and energetic 
opposition that a coup government 
could undergo.”

The grassroots 
steps up

Mass organisations and move-
ments in Brazil immediately took up 
the challenge. The National Students’ 
Union (UNE) issued a statement 
committing itself not to recognise 
the coup government and called for 
massive street protests against the 
reactionary program of austerity and 
privatisation that Temer’s regime 
was already implementing before 
Wednesday’s vote in the Senate.

Brazilian organised labour has 
been organising and demonstrating 
against Rousseff’s removal since the 
issue fi rst arose. Vagner Freitas, Pres-
ident of the Central Workers Union 
(CUT), the country’s largest labour 
federation, announced that “CUT is 
in mourning” because of the depos-
ing of Rousseff. 

He laid out a detailed explanation 
as to what workers can now expect 
from the Temer administration in 
terms of revocation of workers’ 
rights, austerity, cutbacks in social 
welfare and massive privatisation 
of Brazil’s state enterprises, natural 
resources and infrastructure, includ-
ing in the all-important petroleum 
industry; now transnational corpora-
tions will have full access to Brazil’s 

petroleum reserves. But Brazilian 
unions are also not going to take all 
this lying down. Freitas announced 
continued mass mobilisations and a 
general strike for September 22.

How will the United States gov-
ernment react? There has been action 
in this country to demand that the 
Obama administration not lend any 
aid and comfort to the people who 
impeached and now have deposed 
Rousseff. 

The Coalition of Black Trade 
Unionists, the AFL-CIO trade union 
leadership and 40 members of the US 
House of Representatives, including 
the veteran representative Democrat 
John Conyers have all spoken out 
strongly against Brazil’s constitu-
tional coup. 

Efforts to keep our government 
from recognising Temer as president 
of Brazil will continue, though initial 
signs are that the State Department 
will recognise the change in govern-
ment; a State Department spokes-
person hastened to comment that the 
Brazilian Senate’s action was in con-
formity with the Brazilian Constitu-
tion and that the United States looked 
forward to working with the Temer 
government.

At writing, Ecuador, Bolivia 
and Venezuela have withdrawn their 
ambassadors. Cuba has denounced 
the actions that took place in Brazil’s 
Senate.
People’s World 

International

Rousseff will continue to play a leading role in Brazilian electoral politics.

Brazil

Coup ousts Rousseff

“No” to second 
referendum
Zoe Streatfi eld

Scottish Labour and Liberal 
Democrats confi rmed last week 
that they will not support the gov-
ernment’s proposal for a second 
independence referendum follow-
ing the vote to leave the EU.

Earlier this summer, both parties 
backed a motion giving the Scottish 
government a mandate to discuss all 
options to keep Scotland in the EU.

However, Scottish Liberal Dem-
ocrat leader Willie Rennie accused 
Sturgeon of consigning the cross-
party consensus “to the dustbin.”

In June, Sturgeon told opposi-
tion MPs that their support for the 
motion giving her a mandate for 
talks was “not a vote for a referen-
dum on independence.”

But Rennie said Sturgeon had 
“betrayed those words she uttered 
in parliament” by failing to explore 
all options to keep Scotland’s EU 
status and instead had opted for 
independence.

Scottish Labour leader Kezia 
Dugdale said the results of the inde-
pendence referendum and the EU 
referendum had both been “defi ni-
tive” and called on Sturgeon to 

focus on investing in public services 
rather than independence.

Speaking at the launch of 
Labour’s “alternative program for 
government,” Dugdale said: “After 
years of constitutional debate, it is 
time for the First Minister and all 
Scottish government ministers to 
focus on the job of reforming and 
investing in our public services and 
getting people back to work.”

The program includes an edu-
cation Bill aimed at closing the 
attainment gap between Scotland’s 
wealthiest and most deprived pupils 
by establishing a fund to help 
youngsters in deprived areas, paid 
for by increasing income tax on the 
highest earners.

Other proposals include a com-
plete ban on fracking, a work and 
trade unions Bill, and a health and 
social care bill to ensure that care 
workers are paid the legal minimum 
rate and that zero-hours contracts in 
the sector are abolished.

A Scottish National Party 
spokesman said Labour’s alternative 
program had already been “round-
ly rejected” by voters during last 
May’s Scottish Parliament elections.
Morning Star 

Brisbane fi lm screening

Just Peace Qld and IPAN
Proudly present the award-winning Norwegian, English-language documentary

Drone
Directed by Tonje Hessen Schei

Tuesday September 13
6:30 pm for 7:00 pm

Level 2, TLC Building, 16 Peel Street, South Brisbane

Free admission
Refreshments

For further info contact Mike Henry – 0410 132 021



10  September 7, 2016 GuardianLetters / Culture & Life

Agreement with US 
denounced
The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) 
strongly condemns the signing of 
the Logistics Support Agreement 
between the United States and 
India which will allow the Ameri-
can armed forces to access and use 
Indian military bases.

The Logistics agreement, 
termed as the Logistic Exchange 

Memorandum of Agreement 
(LEMOA), has been signed in Wash-
ington during the visit of Defence 
Minister Manohar Parikkar. 

By signing such an agreement, 
India has acquired the formal status 
of a military ally of the US. Under 
this agreement the US air force and 
navy can use Indian naval and air 
bases for logistics support, refuelling 
and services on a regular basis. The 
US armed forces can utilise Indian 
military bases while conducting mili-
tary operations in third countries.

The Modi government has com-
promised on Indian sovereignty and 
surrendered its strategic autonomy by 
signing such an agreement with the 
most powerful imperialist country in 
the world.

All patriotic Indians will reject 
such a subordinate role to US 
imperialism. 

The Polit Bureau
Communist Party of India 

(Marxist)

Ban alcohol pushers
This past January Britain’s chief 
medical officer, Sally Davies, 
uttered the words so despised by 
the producers and purveyors of 
alcoholic beverages: “There is no 
safe level of drinking.”

A global battle is underway 
between alcohol manufacturers and 
health officials, the latter dealing 
with the scourge of alcohol consump-
tion, both in social and econom-
ic terms. So, around the time Sally 
Davies was ringing out her warning, 
a convention of alcohol lobbyists was 
warning participants that the industry 
was losing its “health halo”, meaning 
governments promoting the idea in 
their policies that “moderate” alcohol 
consumption provides coronary and 
other health benefi ts.

South Korea has now followed 
Australia’s move in revising guide-
lines on maximum consumption, 
and that it (gasp) can cause cancer. 

“Science is on our side,” announced 
an executive from Miller brewers at 
the alco lobby convention, advising 
attendees to begin every conversation 
with politicians by saying “alcohol 
can be part of a healthy diet.”

Miller was formerly owned by 
tobacco giant Philip Morris. The next 
step will be along the path of tobac-
co: a blanket ban on advertising of 
alcohol products.

T Southern
Brisbane

Defining 
Olympic success
Following Australia’s “failure” at 
the 2008 London Olympic Games 
(not enough gold medals) the fed-
eral government charged the Aus-
tralian Sports Commission with 
compiling a report, The Future 
of Australian Sport, covering elite 
and grassroots sport and its place 

in Australian society.
A challenging brief. It found that, 

among other things, there are Olym-
pic sports that are culturally impor-
tant to Australia, such as hockey, 
soccer, swimming cycling that are 
built upon a huge network of com-
munity-based clubs and organisa-
tions around the country which not 
only build sport participation but also 
build “community”.

The report notes that these sports 
may not produce a lot of gold medals 
but investment, especially in team 
sports, strengthens the social fabric 
of our community.

“Our country needs a rethink on 
what we wish to achieve in sport,” 
say the commissioners. “A big part of 
this will involve realistic assessments 
of how and where we defi ne Olympic 
‘success’.”

Matti English
Sydney

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

The main water-catchment valleys on the 
NSW Central Coast – the Dooralong and 
Yarramalong Valleys – are under threat 
from a government-sanctioned under-
ground long-wall coal mine. The proposed 
mine, Wallarah 2, would be operated by 
KORES, the South Korean government-
owned Korean Resources Co, and the locals 
have been fi ghting it for years.

A long-wall coal mine uses a huge piece of 
equipment called a shearer that continuously 
grinds coal from the seam and dumps it into 
a conveyor. The conveyor takes the coal to a 
stockpile, from which (in the case of Wallarah 
2) it would be loaded onto trains on a rail spur 
and trundled off to Newcastle, now the world’s 
largest coal-loading port.

So what’s wrong with that? Well, let’s see. 
First there’s the health effects of coal dust on 
miners, rail workers and the community. The 
proposal calls for the conveyor belt and stock-
pile to operate 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, for the next 30 years. Kate da Costa, 
spokesperson for The Greens on the Central 
Coast, points out that “freight trains will be 
loading coal from an uncovered conveyor belt 
around the clock.”

As printed notices pinned to telegraph 
polls across the Central Coast point out: “Coal 
Dust Kills”. Alan Hayes, long-time campaign-
er against attempting to extract coal or CSG 
from under the Central Coast valleys, told the 
Wyong Regional Chronicle: “When you are 
talking about coal dust, you are talking about 
fi ne micro particles that can’t be seen by the 

naked eye but are carried many kilometres by 
the wind and will get into your lungs and cause 
all sorts of respiratory problems.”

Then there’s the potential damage to the 
water table in valleys that carry the bulk of 
the Coast’s natural water supply. Long-wall 
coal mines are highly mechanised. As the coal 
shearer machinery and its accompanying con-
veyor belt progress along the coal seam, the 
over-burden is allowed to collapse behind it. 
This may be smart economics for the coal com-
pany, but it practically guarantees subsidence. 
The result is cracking of roads and the walls 
of houses.

More insidious, but potentially more dev-
astating, is the effect of this subsidence on rural 
creeks and dams. Dams can lose their entire 
contents, small rivers can cease to fl ow alto-
gether, as their water disappears into a new 
aquifer or fl oods a disused mine.

In the manner of most government bureauc-
racies under capitalism, the body set up many 
years ago to manage this problem in the coal 
fi elds, the Mine Subsidence Board, seems less 
interested in facilitating claims for compen-
sation from affected property owners than in 
avoiding them, especially claims for damage 
to dams.

Already, water is piped long distances to 
supplement the Central Coast’s own water 
catchment. Any damage to the catchment and 
water-carrying ability of the Dooralong and 
Yarramalong valleys would be potentially very 
serious. There are already over 300,000 people 
living on the NSW Central Coast and the state 

government is keen to turn some sections of it 
into centres of population growth, which would 
dramatically increase the population and the 
accompanying water consumption.

If the mine was to proceed, the coal stock-
pile, conveyor belt and rail spur would be a 
scant 200 metres from the densely populated 
suburb of Blue Haven. Apart from coal dust, 
the nine storey coal loader would be clearly vis-
ible to residents there and also to residents of a 
new suburb being developed by the Darkinjung 
Local Aboriginal Land Council.

Alan Hayes’ community organisation, the 
Australian Coal Alliance, has also raised con-
cerns about air extraction from the proposed 
mine and the possible dumping of contaminated 
water from the mine project into local lakes or 
the ocean.

During the 2011 NSW election, the then 
state Liberal leader, Barry O’Farrell came up 
to the Central Coast, donned a Coal Alliance 
“Water Not Coal” T-shirt and declared that, if 
he won government, mining under the water 
catchment valleys would not be allowed: “No 
ifs, no buts, a guarantee!” Once elected, how-
ever, Kores’ mine proposal was back on the 
agenda, with Liberal government support.

Labor member for Wyong, and Shadow 
Minister for the Central Coast, David Harris, 
has called on the Baird Liberal Party govern-
ment to buy back Kores’ exploration licence for 
the Wallarah 2 mine, the same way they have 
agreed to buy back from BHP the licence for the 
proposed Caroona mine in the Liverpool plains. 
That buy-back is costing the NSW government 

$220 million, but the opponents of the Wallarah 
2 mine argue it is equally sensitive.

However, the Baird government has made 
it a requirement now that when the Planning 
Assessment Commission examines a develop-
ment proposal it has to “prioritise economic 
outcomes”. In other words, if it is good for 
business, that takes priority over other issues 
like public health or the environment.

Kate da Costa, from the Central Coast 
Greens, pointed out in an interview with the 
Wyong Regional Chronicle that Kores’ own EIS 
(environmental impact statement) actually con-
ceded that a coal mine in a populated area like 
that proposed for Wallarah 2 “could increase 
mortality by one in 100,000 people per year”.

There are presently some 320,000 people 
living on the Central Coast of NSW (the author 
of this article is one of them). If the mining 
company’s fi gures are correct – and one would 
expect them to be understated if anything – 
then if the mine goes ahead we can expect three 
additional deaths every year. Over the anticipat-
ed life of the mine, that means 90 people who 
will die because of the mine.

Alan Hayes pointed out to the Chronicle: 
“The NSW government wants the whole north-
ern area of the Central Coast zoned for hous-
ing”, a plan that will boost the population of the 
region enormously. But, as Hayes adds, “if you 
had a young family, would you go to coal mine 
central to raise your children?”

Not if you wanted them to grow up healthy 
you wouldn’t. 

Culture
&Lifeby

Rob Gowland

A local protest against the Wallarah 2 coal mine proposal.

Coal threat to the Coast



Guardian September 7, 2016  11

Albert Bender

CANNON BALL, NORTH 
DAKOTA: The rallying cry of the 
Oceti Sakowin (Camp of the Seven 
Council Fires): “We are fi ghting 
a monster, but we will win,” rang 
out from a speaker on my second 
day at the main Dakota Access 
pipeline protest encampment. 
We were reminded that we have 
been victorious, so far, in that we 
have done what we set out to do: 
“We have stopped construction.” 
Others stated: “We are going to 
win. The world is watching us.”

The Standing Rock Sioux Tribe 
and its supporters are fi ghting to stop 
the US$3.8 billion Dakota Access 
pipeline from crossing Indian treaty 
lands. The pipeline that is slated to 
carry 470,000 to 570,000 barrels of 
crude oil per day for Texas-based 
Energy Transfer Partners is planned 
to cross the Missouri River, a stone’s 
throw from the Standing Rock Sioux 
Reservation in North Dakota, an 
existential threat to the water system 
upon which so many people depend.

The August 27 march to the main 
gate of the construction site was even 
bigger than the day before, with a 
motorcade following to transport the 
elders. The horse riders accompa-
nying the march actually rode onto 
the construction site and positioned 
themselves on a hill overlooking the 
area to the cheers and war cries of 
the protesters. (The protesters are 
also called defenders and water pro-
tectors, terms which I will use peri-
odically in this column.)

The camp is so well organised 
that efforts are in place for the home 

schooling of the children at the pro-
test sites. There are reportedly almost 
200 children in the encampments.

The commitment of the protec-
tors is truly inspiring. Some have 
sold all their belongings just to get 
to the protests.

The encampment is run like 
a small town. There are tipis and 
camping tents everywhere. Three 
meals are served daily. Security and 
medical staff are readily available as 
needed.

The spirit of harmony and coop-
eration in the encampment is uplift-
ing. For example, the young people 
coming by the tipis and tents ask the 
families at the campfi res: “Do you 
need wood or water?” A Native lady 
who I talked to in casual conversa-
tion said “I’ve never seen so many 
happy Indians at one time.” An elder 
said: “The cooking and feeding never 
stops.”

Yesterday on the march new call-
and-response protest cries arose: 
“White, Black, Yellow, Red, without 
water we are all dead” and “When the 
people are under attack” the response 
came: “We fi ght back.”

After the march, the afternoon 
was fi lled with speakers, from tribal 
elders to those from other tribes in 
support of the Standing Rock Sioux. 
The elders spoke in Sioux and Eng-
lish. The comments ranged from 
“today is a great day at the camp, a 
gathering of all the nations.”

“We wish the outcome is 
peaceful.”

“We fi ght to protect Mother and 
water is sacred.”

“When one nation is attacked, 
then we are all attacked.”

“This is a time to take a stand, we 
are the protectors of our culture and 
our way of life.”

It was also mentioned that Presi-
dent Obama visited Standing Rock 
in 2014 doing photo-ops with the 
children. Many wondered: where 
is Obama now? One speaker said 
“Obama was all talk and no action.” 
His sentiments were understandable.

There are so many now at the 
encampment that it is now in the top 
20 of North Dakota communities in 
terms of population. I think this is 
the greatest gathering, and the most 
signifi cant movement, of American 
Indian people and nations in decades. 
I shall continue to report on a daily 
basis from the encampments.
People’s World 
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September 8
PROSPECTS FOR PAPUAN AUTONOMY OR 
INDEPENDENCE UNDER PRESIDENT WIDODO.
• Sr Susan Connelly, Mary Mac Killop Institute;
• Joe Collins, Secretary, West Papua Association, Sydney.

September 15
THE CHILCOT REPORT HAS EXPOSED BLAIR FOR THE 
IRAQ INVASION OF 2003. HOW CULPABLE IS FORMER 
PRIME MINISTER JOHN HOWARD FOR THIS ONGOING 
DISASTER?
• Dr Alison Broinowski, former diplomat;
• Second speaker TBC

September 22
SMALL GOVERNMENT – BIG MISTAKES: WHY 
CONSERVATIVE POLICIES NO LONGER HAVE ANY 
RELEVANCE TO A SOCIALLY JUST AUSTRALIA AND 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING.
• Professor Peter Phibbs, Architecture, Design & Planning, University of 

Sydney;
• Honourable David Mehan MP, Member for The Entrance.

September 29
WHAT’S BEHIND THE CRISIS IN VENEZUELA, BRAZIL 
AND ARGENTINA?
• Dr Peter Ross, School of Spanish & Latin American Studies, UNSW;
• Dr Fernando Lopez, Latitudes: Latin American Research Group, 

Australia.

October 6
THE ROJOVA REVOLUTION AND THE RADICAL 
DEMOCRATIC PROJECT OF THE SYRIAN KURDS.
• Dr Govand Azeez, Centre for Middle East and North African Studies, 

Macquarie University;
• Rawand Azeez, Australian Kurdish Association.

October 13
IMPROVING THE SHAMEFUL TREATMENT OF 
THE FIRST NATIONS PEOPLES IS VITAL TO 
AUSTRALIA’S WELL-BEING.
• Jason De Santolo & Paddy Gibson, Senior Researchers, Jumbunna 

Indigenous House of Learning, University of Technology Sydney.
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“We are fi ghting a monster, 
but we will win”

Adelaide

Diane, Paul & Ralph are proud to announce that their Mum ...

Beryl Miller
is celebrating her 90th birthday this year!

1:00pm – 3:30pm Sunday September 11
Semaphore Workers’ Club

(Esplanade Semaphore – car park at rear)

Please join our celebrations for afternoon tea, coffee, singing, toasts, conversation & laughter. Alcohol @bar prices, 
pool table, photo board, time line. No gifts or cards but bring your best pen & add your autograph & pithy comment 

to the parchment. Please feel free to share stories, photos or events from when Beryl became a part of your life!

RSVP for catering arrangements by September 7 to Diane 0415 092 915 or 08 8261 0706
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S Felezkar

An interview by Iran Today with 
Maziyar Gilaninejhad, leader of 
the Union of the Metalworkers and 
Mechanics of Iran (UMMI)*, 
who speaks about the state of 
trade unionism in the country.

Q: What is the state of the trade union 
movement in Iran?

MG: In the current situation of the trade 
unions and labour movement in Iran, the atti-
tude of the employers is not good and they gen-
erally still do not recognise independent trade 
unions and their activity. With the fl ogging of 
the Agh darreh miners in May, as a punishment 
for protesting against their conditions, we are 
entering a new phase where employers can 
easily complain about such activity and there-
by condemn them. 

Not only do employers see the activities 
and operation of trade unions as obstacles in the 
way of their exploitation and profi teering, gov-
ernment economic policies are also aimed at the 
deregulation of labour relations in the country. 
In the last week of July the government exclud-
ed more than 28 areas of the country from the 
application of Iranian labour law and declared 
them as “Free Economic and Trade Zones.”

Q: Is the labour law properly implemented 
in Iran?

MG: The issue of the enforcement of such 
laws anywhere in the world depends on the 
balance of power between the labour move-
ment and government. In Iran, on some very 
basic and trivial issues, we can challenge the 
employers and prevent the violation of work-
ers’ rights. But regarding the key macro issues 
I would have to say no as such provisions of 
labour law are pushed aside and nobody except 
the workers see themselves as obligated to 
implement them. The Ministry of Labour is still 
interested in promoting and imposing its own 
pet structures and tries hard to impose them, 
as the supposedly legitimate representatives of 
the workers.

Q: What is your opinion about the formal 
institutions such as the “House of Labour” and 
Islamic Labour Councils? Have these institu-
tions ever played a positive role in changing 
the situation of workers in Iran?

MG: In the decades that they have been 
active they have been practically controlled 
and maintained by the Ministry of Labour and 
not had any independent function whatsoever. 
As well as being government-controlled, they 
cannot be considered real worker organisations 
as they are ideologically exclusive – believ-
ing in Islam is a fundamental pre-condition of 
membership. 

These bodies are religious organisations 
that operate to promote government policies 
and instructions in the work place. During the 
30 years of their operation, these institutions 
have not taken any positive step for workers as 
they coordinate their activities with the Min-
istry of Labour and the employers against the 
labour and the trade union movement. Recent 
examples of this include their connivance in 
the recent fl ogging of the mineworkers for pro-
testing against their conditions, or their part in 
ratifying a minimum wage that was at least 75 
percent less than the government-defi ned pov-
erty line.

Q: At the beginning of his presidency, 
Mr Rouhani promised that he would attend to 
labour issues and the question of trade union 
freedoms. Has he or his government done any-
thing in relation to the realisation of workers’ 
rights?

MG: His Ministry of Labour have not only 
avoided their responsibilities in dealing with 
the disputes between workers and employers, 
but have also failed to prevent the interven-
tion of security forces in attacking the labour 
strikes. The government is dragging its feet 
in relation to the payment of an extra housing 
allowance, while senior government offi cers 
have enjoyed a 50 percent increase in their sala-
ries and other benefi ts. 

Imports continue unabated while domes-
tic industries are still in recession. Unem-
ployment and poverty is creating havoc but 
the ruinous prescriptions of the International 
Monetary Fund are being implemented none-
theless. The government seems merely con-
cerned with providing cheap labour for foreign 
investors.

Q: Has the signing of the Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action (JCPOA) between Iran and 
the 5+1 [known commonly as the Iran nuclear 
deal] had any impact on the status and situation 
of wage-earners and salaried employees?

MG: No. Despite the promises of our coun-
try’s offi cials that the economy would be reen-
ergised and improved – with the signing of the 
JCPOA, lifting of the sanctions and the return 
of billions of dollars in oil and gas revenue – 
unfortunately, not only have these promises not 
been fulfi lled but also the US and European 

signatories to the agreement have not kept to 
their side of the deal in lifting the sanctions, 
particularly those pertaining to banking and 
monetary systems. In order to attract foreign 
investment in the country, the government has 
intensifi ed its privatisation program and the 
lowering of labour costs. 

It is trying to amend and change the labour 
law code by removing those articles that sup-
port the fundamental rights of workers. Not 
only are no new jobs created, instead there exist 
now concerted efforts to pave the way for the 
supply of cheap and unregulated labour.

This year all activists and trade unionists 
in the oil industry have been sacked. Every-
where in the oil industry you meet workers that 
have not received their wages for more than 
four months.

Q: How do you see the prospects for trade 
union activities in Iran?

MG: Over the past ten years, we have 
been able to raise the demands of workers 
stronger with every day. We have established 
a good relationship with the workers through 
the monthly publication of Trade Union Mes-
senger which is printed and distributed widely 
amongst them. And, with the latest issue dated 
July 2016, we have now published, printed and 
distributed 50 issues continuously over the past 
seven years.

Q: The Metalworkers in Iran have been 
able to engage successfully with trade union 
federations internationally and in particu-
lar with the IndustriALL global union. What 
assistance could active trade union organisa-
tions in other countries provide you with in the 

campaign for achieving trade union rights in 
Iran for the workers?

MG: In recent years IndustriALL global 
union has been able to help us in various cam-
paigns and reduce the pressure on the trade 
unions in Iran. Our representatives have had 
important consultative meetings with those 
from the leadership of IndustriALL and we 
hope that this solidarity is expanded and 
strengthened every day. One of our requests, 
from international trade union organisations 
across the world, has been that they use their 
infl uence in powerful bodies such as the ILO 
to press the Iranian authorities and employers 
to implement the terms of the ILO conventions 
87 and 98.

Three years ago UMMI with the help of 
its labour lawyers prepared a complaint about 
the lack of any attention to the standard health 
and safety at work regulations and submitted 
it to the ILO. This referred to the death of two 
female workers.

The re-production of reports and informa-
tion from our publications in the bulletins and 
magazines of trade unions and global trade 
union confederations internationally would also 
be very positive.

We believe that the strength, infl uence and 
success of any trade union in any corner of 
the world is also the strength of Iranian trade 
unions, including the Union of Metalworkers 
of Iran, and we will celebrate it.
* The Union of Metalworkers and Mechanics 
of Iran is an independent trade union 
representing industrial workers in Iran.
People’s World 

Iran

Unions face state brutality

Iranians celebrating the signing of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) between Iran and the 5+1 in July last year.


