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As another firefighting season approaches,
Victorian country firefighting services are
deeply divided to the point of incidents of
harassment of paid (career) firefighters
in the street. Families are also feeling the
impact of tensions that have been delib-
erately fostered by the Liberal Party and
corporate media. The immediate targets
of the attack are state and federal Labor
and the militant United Firefighters Union
(UFU) and its secretary Peter Marshall.

The vehicle for the attack is the pro-
posed enterprise bargaining agreement (EBA)
between the UFU and the Victorian Country
Fire Authority (CFA) in Victoria.

The relationship between many volunteers
and paid firefighters has been poisoned, creat-
ing a dangerous situation in a service which
depends on trust and team work.

“They have created unnecessary anxiety
and stress for a political purpose,” Marshall
said of the federal government.

The tensions and divisions have created
the climate for support amongst volunteer fire-
fighters and rural communities for a completely
unjustified federal intervention in a state EBA.
This is in the form of the so-called Fair Work
Amendment (Respect for Emergency Services
Volunteers) Bill 2016*.

Around 60,000 of the CFA’s staff are vol-
unteer firefighters and 1,200 paid or what are
referred to as career firefighters. The CFA
covers part of the metropolitan Melbourne and
the rest of Victoria. The UFU has two enterprise
agreements, one with its members in metro-
politan Melbourne who are employed by the
Metropolitan Fire Brigade and the other with
the CFA.

Lies and more lies

The negotiations themselves were torrid
enough with the CFA board and responsible
Minister being replaced. The Liberal Party
went to great lengths to vilify the UFU and the
Andrews Labor government, spitting out lie
after lie about the contents of the EBA.

“Dummy websites were created, data was
collected and funds were secretly directed to
Liberal Party coffers under the guise of saving
the CFA,” said Peter Marshall referring to some
of the dirty tricks.

“Victoria’s fire services are not a politi-
cal plaything. Victorians rightly expect career
and volunteer firefighters to get back to work
protecting them with the onset of another fire
season,” Marshall said in a press release.

Marshall said that the Victorian Fire Bri-
gade Volunteers (VFBV) continues trying to
divide career and volunteer firefighters and
undermine morale by spreading misinforma-
tion and launching politically motivated legal
action.

The VFBV represents volunteer firefight-
ers and its leadership has played a critical role
backing the Liberals in fostering deep and tense
divisions amongst its members. Its leadership
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Hundreds of career firefighters marched on the steps of Victorian Parliament earlier this year.

are conservatives and its vision is based on
“strong voluntarism”.

“It’s little wonder that many volunteer Bri-
gades have publicly stated that the VFBV does
not speak for them. They just want to get on
with the job of fighting fires and protecting their
communities,” Marshall noted.

A vote by operational firefighters on the
proposed EBA is on hold until the outcome of
a challenge to the EBA in the Supreme Court
hearing is known. The case was initiated by
volunteers and is set down for September 22.

Anti-union bill

Last week Prime Minister Malcolm Turn-
bull and Employment Minister Michaelia Cash
released the text of legislation to restrict the
rights of the UFU and other unions with cover-
age in emergency services.

In a joint statement Cash and Turnbull said,
“The Victorian government is seeking to hand
control of the CFA’s volunteers to the United
Firefighters Union (UFU) through a new enter-
prise agreement under the Fair Work Act.”

“The proposed CFA agreement includes a
number of clauses that are clearly discrimina-
tory against volunteers and provide the UFU
with an unreasonable, unwarranted degree of
control over volunteer operations, including a
veto power over management decisions.”

“We will not stand by and let the discrimi-
natory and offensive terms of this agreement
undermine the effective use of the CFA’s volun-
teer firefighters,” Turnbull and Cash went on in
their discriminatory and offensive vein.

The bill “gives volunteers a voice by pro-
viding volunteer organisations the right to make

submissions in Fair Work Commission agree-
ment approval proceedings.”

In other words, volunteer organisations
such as the VFBV will have the power to inter-
vene in hearings over the content of a union’s
EBA when they have no interest in the outcome.
The VFBV boasts on its website that it was
involved in the drawing up of the legislation.

Federal intervention

The VFBV claims that if the proposed
UFU agreement was adopted under current
Commonwealth industrial law, it would effec-
tively allow industrial interference into the
organisation, operation and support of CFA
volunteers, and CFA decision-making affect-
ing volunteers.

This is not true.

Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews has
stood firmly behind the UFU in its battle against
the Coalition government and corporate media
who continue to peddle lies and slander.

Consultation not a right

The aim, according to the federal govern-
ment is to “nullify enterprise agreements that
watered down the capacity of state emergency
service organisations to manage their volun-
teers” and “ensure emergency services volun-
teers are protected from union influence”.

It does this by specifying provisions that
would not be permitted in an EBA — what it
calls “objectionable emergency management
terms”.

These are provisions that have, or are likely
to have, the effect of limiting an emergency
service’s ability to:

* engage or deploy its volunteers

* provide support or equipment to those
volunteers

* manage its operations in relation to those
volunteers.

The bill prohibits provisions requiring a
state or territory emergency service to consult
or reach agreement with a trade union or any
other person or body before doing any of the
above.

In other words it rules out a requirement for
management to consult with the union when
making what might be critical decisions such
as the ratio of professional/career firefighters
to volunteers, how volunteers are integrated,
and so on.

As volunteers use the same vehicles and
equipment as career firefighters, the legislation
effectively rules out the right to consultation
for career firefighters, as the outcomes of those
negotiations impact on volunteers! Firefighters
who use equipment, drive vehicles, undergo the
latest training are in the best position to know
what is required. Not management.

It is imperative to consult on certain opera-
tional matters such as on the big mistakes that
were made during the Black Saturday fires in
2009 when 172 people lost their lives.

Or in the case of Fiskville CFA training
centre which was contaminated by toxic car-
cinogens such as arsenic, lead, bacteria Pseu-
domonas Auruginosa and banned fire-fighting
foams PFOS/PFOA. Generations of firefighters
were poisoned, resulting in deaths, illness and
deformities in their children.

Continued on page 4
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The struggle for a better world

We make our own systems. People made capitalism and people
can also replace it. We have all the resources and the skills to
provide all the needs of the more than six billion inhabitants of this
planet. We must take the next steps and construct our economic
and social system so that the great wealth created benefits all.

For this purpose we must have a comprehensive economic, politi-
cal and social program. The Communist Party has such a program
which is relevant to the present period of history. Recognising that
change is always with us, our program is also open to change to
take into account developments in social and economic conditions.

A main element of Marxist theory is class struggle. In our soci-
ety, at the present stage of history, this mainly involves the contest
between those who are the principal owners of property and the
means of production and, on the other hand, the working people.

Of course there are many other aspects and elements in the
struggle for a better world. Religious organisations and orders also
play a part. The Prophet Muhammad, for instance, was ordered
to lead a movement grounded in ideological struggle against the
social, political, and economic structure of the society he lived in.

The CPA states its views on the question of rights very clearly.
We recognise that there are and will be many believers holding to
different religions. We respect those who hold religious beliefs and
accept their right to hold them.

We support the UN Declaration of Human Rights which says:
“Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and
religion; this right includes freedom to change their religion or
belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others and
in public or private, to manifest their religion or belief in teaching,
practice, worship and observance.” And again: “All human beings
are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards
one another in a spirit of brotherhood”.

In pursuit of these principles we are strongly opposed to any
discrimination or war that uses as its justification the superiority
of one religion over another or the superior rights of those who
practice one religion that presents itself as “good” against another
which is branded as “evil”.

Good and evil is not to be found as between one religion and
another or even between believers and non-believers. It is to be seen
more starkly in the division between those who make themselves
obscenely rich by exploiting the labour of others and those who
demand a fair distribution of the wealth created.

The good and evil divide is also between countries striving for
their independence and those who would subject them to colonial-
ism. The new form of colonialism is called globalisation. We call
it corporate globalisation or imperialism because an attempt is
being made to fashion the whole world to the same pattern as that
of corporate USA, Canada, Britain, France, Germany, Australia
and Japan. The leaders of the US call it “The New World Order”.

Both religious orders and communists have always stood for
a better life, for the poor and the sick and the homeless. Perhaps
our solutions are different — communists giving emphasis to the
here and now which many religious people also do, while religions
also hold out the hereafter.

A better life means such simple things as jobs, housing, access
to medical services, education, and a stable society without wars.
It means the tolerance and richness of a multicultural, multilingual
society with diverse religious and other beliefs. It means a welcome
mat for refugees rather than their incarceration in far-away con-
centration camps or on a prison island.

But we cannot change things substantially unless there is a new
direction in politics, in economic and in power structures. Private
enterprise has had hundreds of years to put things right. Capitalist
representatives hold the power, have accumulated the wealth in their
hands, have the technology, universities, think tanks — they even had
the confidence and the trust of most of the people. Communist-led
states and Muslim-led states also have this responsibility and each
will be judged by its achievements.

We communists present both a political, economic and social
program which offers a socialist way forward.

We are entitled to ask of any and every set of ideas — do they
work, do they serve humanity?

PRESS FUND

Last week, despite public protests, French police implemented their
government’s policy of protecting “national cultural standards”
and forced a Muslim woman bather to remove her “burkini”,

the stylish full-length swimming costume designed in Australia
for Muslim women. In a far more depraved example of electoral
opportunism, successive Australian governments have exploited
ignorance and bigotry, sentencing asylum seekers who arrive by
boat to indefinite imprisonment in squalid off-shore camps. We’ll
continue opposing these terrible policies but we really need Press
Fund contributions, so please send us something for the next issue
if you possibly can. Many thanks to this week’s supporters, as
follows:

From Donna $50, who adds: “I wish to acknowledge and honour
the life and work of comrade Max to the cause of socialism”.

June Ayres $30, MH $18, Mark Mannion $5, “Rough Red” $5,
“Round Figure” $17, Bob Treasure $50

This week’s total: $175 Progressive total: $5,730

Pour shame
on brewer

Guardian

The union movement is swinging
behind 54 sacked brewery main-
tenance workers who have held
the first of its weekly protests out-
side CUB’s Melbourne corporate
headquarters.

Supporters from many unions
stood with Australian Manufactur-
ing Workers” Union and the Electri-
cal Trades Union members in driving
winter rain to warn bosses that short-
ages of VB, Pure Blonde and other
beers would ruin their peak footy
finals market unless the workers were
reinstated with their conditions and
pay intact.

And we’re inviting unionists to
join us every Thursday at 12 noon
outside CUB at 77 Southbank Boule-
vard to publicly shame the company.

AMWU state secretary Steve
Dargavel, assistant secretary Craig
Kelly and ETU secretary Troy Gray
went into the CUB foyer to tell a
company executive that we won’t
be going away until it abandons its
strategy to slash wages by up to 65
percent.

“This is the way some of our
members with 30 years service are
rewarded by CUB, it’s a despicable
act,” Mr Kelly told the rally, encour-
aging AMWU members to give to the
workers’ fighting fund.

Gray said: “This will be a war of
attrition and we will win it.”

Unionist Chris Brown told
AMWU News: “This could happen
to any union member, it’s why we
have to stay strong because some
companies have no respect for their
tradesmen.”

It’s a month since CUB, control-
led by South African multinational
SABMiller, suddenly replaced its
maintenance contractor with the firm
Programmed-Skilled Maintenance.

This infamous non-union opera-
tor offered the fitters and electricians
their jobs back with a 65 percent pay
cut.

However, the decision by CUB is
disrupting production with the stores
of packaged beer for retail outlets
rapidly dwindling as production dries
up by half.

The maintenance fitters and
electricians have a camp outside
the Abbotsford brewery in South
Audley Street, where they will also
be holding a solidarity brekky bar-
becue to kick off the protesting week
every Monday from 6am onwards.
The AMWU and ETU are also using
social media to tell consumers of
CUB’s biggest brands about the
dispute.

AMWU member Peter Kerr-
Chapman said workers realised
this issue went beyond CUB and
brewing to the wage standards of
skilled maintenance workers across
manufacturing.

“If CUB get away with this, it
won’t be good for anyone,” he said.

“Manufacturing is already in
a rough spot and the last thing we
need are employers sacking people
to wind back conditions won over
many decades.” &

Statement

The peace agreement
for Colombia

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia welcomes the signing of the
six-point general agreement for an
end to the armed conflict between
the Revolutionary Armed Forces
of Colombia — People’s Army
(FARC-EP) and the government
of Colombia (see article page 8).
The agreement, negotiated in
Havana during a lengthy process
encouraged by the government of
Cuba and supported by the inter-
national community, offers hope to
the people of Colombia at a crucial
time in their country’s history. The

re-entry of the FARC-EP to the polit-
ical sphere will change the current
balance of political forces and make
possible further gains for a people
ground down by neo-liberalism and
a war on their interests.

The people of Colombia will
continue to need solidarity to ensure
that the undertakings for reform
made by the government are fulfilled.
The armed conflict created over
9,500 political prisoners who must
be released. This includes Simon
Trinidad — a member of the FARC-
EP Peace Delegation. Right-wing

paramilitaries will have to be dis-
armed and disbanded.

The CPA expresses its solidar-
ity with the FARC-EP and wishes its
leadership and combatants every suc-
cess on their X National Conference
to be held in September.

The CPA congratulates the
FARC-EP on its achievements
towards peace with social justice.

Bob Briton
General Secretary
Communist Party of Australia

‘Q‘UOTE OF THE WEEK

| have no country to fight for, my country is the earth,
| am a citizen of the world. 7 7

US union leader, founding member Industrial Workers of the World

Eugene Debs
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More violent abuse

Rudi Maxwell

An investigation by Amnesty
International into juvenile deten-
tion in Queensland has revealed
multiple incidents of violent abuse
and mistreatment of children,
including the use of dogs to intimi-
date and one child left naked in a
cell after having his clothes cut off
with a knife.

Following Amnesty’s investi-
gation and an airing of some of the
abuses on ABC TV’s 7.30 program
last week, Queensland Attorney-
General Yvette D’Ath announced
that two investigators would be given
three months to oversee an independ-
ent review into Queensland’s youth
justice system.

Amnesty International Australia
Indigenous rights campaigner Rox-
anne Moore, a Noongar woman, said
freedom of information requests had
revealed more than 1,000 pages of
documents showing abuse of young
people, including Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander children.

Culture of abuse,
secrecy

“We’ve shone a light into the
dark corners of these detention cen-
tres, and found a culture of abuse and
secrecy going back many years,” she
said.

“It shouldn’t take the probing of
an international human rights organ-
isation for the public to hear about
terrible abuses suffered by children
in detention.

“This culture of secrecy has
existed for many years, through suc-
cessive governments. The problem
is systemic and goes beyond poli-
tics. Queensland kids need bipartisan
support to create a more humane and
preventative justice system, focused
on rehabilitating vulnerable chil-
dren, rather than further traumatis-
ing them.”

The documents include inci-
dents at Townsville’s Cleveland
Youth Detention Centre (CYDC)
and Brisbane Youth Detention Centre
(BYDC) from 2010 to 2015.

On an average day in 2015, 89
percent of children in CYDC were
Indigenous.

One incident at CYDC in Jan-
uary 2013 involved a 17-year-old
boy identified as a high-suicide risk.
When he refused to return to his
room and sat on a bench with his
arms folded, 14 staff responded to
the situation.

Held down, left naked

Several staff members held him
down on the floor, putting him in
handcuffs and legcuffs. They then
took the child to a tiny isolation cell
where they cut off his clothing and
underpants with a knife. The boy was
left naked in the cell for over an hour
before being given a gown to wear.

Despite the brutal nature of this
event, it was not reported as an “inci-
dent of concern”. An internal review
was not held immediately afterwards
because the child did not make a
complaint.

“I think it is disgraceful that these
allegations of human rights abuses
have been sitting with government
officials gathering dust, ignored, or
swept under the rug,” Moore said. “It
should not be left to a traumatised,
suicidal boy to report the abuse car-
ried out against him, in order for
people to be held responsible for
serious violations against a child in
their care.”

Other incidents outlined in the
documents include:

» Use of dogs. In 2014, a child on
a roof threatened to self-harm or
suicide by hanging: A security
guard and his dog were deployed
to the scene, which was found
to increase the young person’s
anxiety. In August 2015, a guard
allowed an un-muzzled dog to
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“Queensland kids need bipartisan support to create
a more humane and preventative justice system,
focused on rehabilitating vulnerable children,
rather than further traumatising them.”

approach an Indigenous girl in

an “aggressive manner” while

she was attempting to get out of

a pool.

Solitary confinement. In March
2012 eight Indigenous children
were held in isolation for 10

days in “near-continuous cell
confinement” (approximately 22
hours a day). For the first two
days of isolation, they were not
allowed to leave their rooms at all.
Frequent attempts at self harm

or suicide, particularly at CYDC.
According to the documents, last
year saw 31 incidents of children
in CYDC attempting suicide by
“’tying ligatures around their
necks”. This number rose from 20
instances at in 2014.

Excessive use of force. In 2010 at
CYDC there were four incidents
when children suffered fractured

wrists as a result of control and
restraint techniques.

Partially clothed searches, during
which children were asked to
squat, with young girls asked to
lift their breasts and young boys to
lift their genitals prior to squatting
— despite practices of squatting
and lifting being prohibited in
adult prisons.

Justice reinvestment

Moore said Queensland and all
other states and territories would be
better off if they embraced justice
reinvestment, where the money that
would have been spent on prisons is
instead invested in community-led
early intervention and diversionary
programs.

“Solutions must be Indigenous-
led if we’re ever going to help our
kids who have been caught in the

quicksand of disadvantage,” she said.
“There are so many great Indigenous
programs that help children recon-
nect with culture and instil them with
the confidence needed to turn around
their lives.”

Moore called on the federal gov-
ernment to implement the United
Nations Optional Protocol on Torture
and said the Queensland Palaszczuk
government had at least undone some
of the extreme legislation regarding
children implemented by the former
Newman government.

She said, however, 17-year-old
children were still treated as adults
in the Queensland justice system and
more needed to be done to support
the principle of detention of children
as a last resort.

Koori Mail &

Statement

Solidarity with the Bolivarian
Revolution in Venezuela

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia supports whole-heartedly
the international call for actions
in solidarity with the govern-
ment and people of the Bolivarian
Republic of Venezuela between
August 29 and September 4, 2016.

This appeal from progressive
organisations in Venezuela, includ-
ing the Communist Party of Vene-
zuela, was made necessary because
of increased aggression on the part
of right-wing forces in the country at

the direction of their masters in the
US. In March this year, US President
Obama extended and broadened his
notorious executive order declaring
the government of Venezuelan Pres-
ident Nicolds Maduro a “threat” to
US national security and its foreign
policy.

The “threat” is, in reality, the
threat of a good example of pro-
people policy and the seeking of
mutually beneficial relations with all
countries in the region and beyond.

Adelaide

Using extremely violent local fas-
cist groups, the US has sought to
disrupt popular programs and under-
mine support for the Bolivarian
Revolution.

The CPA expresses it continued
support for the Bolivarian Revolu-
tion, the efforts of President Maduro
and any local initiatives to express
solidarity.

Bob Briton
General Secretary
Communist Party of Australia

Diane, Paul & Ralph are proud to announce that their Mum ...

Beryl Miller

is celebrating her 90th birthday this year!

1:00pm - 3:30pm Sunday September 11

Semaphore Workers’ Club

(Esplanade Semaphore — car park af rear)

Please join our celebrations for afternoon tea, coffee, singing, toasts, conversation & laughter. Alcohol @boar prices, pool fable,
photo board, fime line. No gifts or cards but bring your best pen & add your autograph & pithy comment to the parchment.
Please feel free to share stories, photos or events from when Beryl became a part of your life!

RSVP for catering arrangements by September 7 to Diane 0415 092 915 or 08 8261 0706
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Action builds on jails

Rob Long*

A public forum on August 23 at state
Parliament House provided a major
opportunity to press the Baird gov-
ernment to reverse its decision to sack
prison educators, following a day
of solidarity on August 11 by NSW
Teachers’ Federation school, TAFE
and Corrective Services members to
condemn the government’s move.

Corrections Minister David Elli-
ott announced in May that 138 of 158
NSW Correctional Centre Educators
will be made redundant and replaced
with unqualified trainers (see Guardian,
August 24).

The public forum on the issue, titled
“Public Forum in Prisoner Education”,
organised by the Community Justice
Coalition, took place at NSW Parliament
House. Federation President Maurie
Mulheron was one of the guest speakers
at the event. Other speakers were shadow
minister Guy Zangari, Greens Spokes-
person David Shoebridge, and the Hon-
ourable Elizabeth Evatt AC former Chief
Judge of the Family Court Australia.

The forum continues the campaign
by Federation and its supporters to retain
the highly-qualified and experienced
Senior Correctional Education officers,
Education Officers and teachers in NSW
jails.

Members across NSW have been
holding meetings to support the “Public
Education Beats Crime Every day” cam-
paign, passing resolutions, signing the
petition of protest to government and
joining action on social media.

Members are concerned that this
attack on the teaching profession seeks
to replace highly-qualified public educa-
tors in jails with outsourced trainers. The
Minister has stated that qualified teach-
ers are not required in NSW jails. Our
members have sent a clear message to
the Baird government that losing quali-
fied experienced teachers risks endanger-
ing the vital role that education plays in
reducing recidivism and rehabilitation.

The Day of Solidarity on August 11
focused on the risk of outsourcing edu-
cation to the scandal-prone private ter-
tiary industry. For-profit providers in
the vocational education and training
sector have undermined quality educa-
tional services. Federation will contin-
ue to campaign to ensure prisoners have
access to quality public education deliv-
ered by permanently employed teachers.

The resolution to Minister Elliott
outlined that research shows prisoners
who engage in adult education while
incarcerated have a 10-15 percent less
risk of returning to jail. This is a vital
consideration in NSW, where the prison
population is expected to reach 13,000
by December this year.

On August 12, primary, high school,
TAFE and Corrective Services teach-
ers combined with community members
to protest outside the office of Bathurst
MP Paul Toole. Members demanded that
Mr Toole stop the loss of more than 20
permanent jail educators across the four
gaols in his electorate: Oberon, Lithgow,
Kirkconnell and Bathurst.

*NSW Teachers’ Federation &

Australia
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Strike action Sept 9

CPSU statement

As part of our multi-pronged plan
to resolve the government’s long
running Commonwealth bargain-
ing mess, a 24 hour strike has
been called for Friday September
9 starting at midnight Thursday
and running until midnight on
Friday.

As a Community and Public
Sector Union member you can help
make this action as effective as it can
be by encouraging people in your
agency to join the union and support
the action.

With the government having just
ruled out any changes to its deeply
flawed bargaining policy — leav-
ing agencies unable to improve bad
offers — now is the time to send a
loud and clear message. Strong sup-
port for this action will back in our
other strategies to shift the govern-
ment. These are outlined below.

Agencies involved in this round

of strikes include: DHS, ATO,
Defence, DAWR, PM&C, Envi-
ronment, BoM, NLA, CDPP, AAT,
DPS, IP Australia and others to be
confirmed. More information will
follow shortly.

Background

Because of the government’s
harsh and unworkable bargaining
policy around 75 percent of Com-
monwealth public servants still
do not have a new agreement and
haven’t had a pay rise in more than
two years. It is worth noting that poli-
ticians and senior management have
received pay rises during this time.

The week before last, Immigra-
tion and Border Force members took
high profile 24 hour strike action.

Last week we launched Fair
Work action against Employment
Minister Michaelia Cash over her
failure to bargain in good faith.

Right now, DHS members are
holding one hour stop-work meetings
and planning is underway in many
agencies for a 24 hour strike on Sep-
tember 9.

And when parliament resumes,
CPSU members will be out in force
lobbying pollies.

Keeping
the pressure on

Over the next few months we
will be turning up the pressure to
try and resolve outstanding issues
which include protecting existing
conditions and rights and securing a
pay outcome that recognises mem-
bers have endured a long pay freeze.
We know members care deeply about
rights like work and family condi-
tions, protection of hours, Domes-
tic Violence Leave and the right to
representation.

Right now we are stepping up the
pressure on the government with a
four-pronged approach:

» Reaching out directly to the Prime
Minister: We have asked him to
work with us to sensibly resolve
this dispute.

Member pressure: Members will
be taking strategic, well-supported
industrial action and voting NO to
bad agreements. Agency updates
are coming your way.

Political pressure and lobbying:
Organising members and
delegates to lobby Senators and
MPs in marginal seats, many of
which have just become marginal
through your campaigning. We’ll
be taking your concerns to the
Parliament when they commence
sitting at the end of August.

Fair Work disputes: Using action
in the Fair Work Commission

to hold Employment Minister

Cash to account as a bargaining
representative.

Time to listen and act

The strong swing against the
Turnbull government at the federal
election and community concerns
on issues such as outsourcing Medi-
care payments, CSIRO jobs and
workplace rights means they should
change their approach and start lis-
tening, including to their own staff on
Commonwealth bargaining.

While there is still a way to go, it
is important to note that your strong
support for the Safeguard campaign
so far has helped secure some sig-
nificant bargaining wins like getting
many proposed conditions cuts taken
off the table and positive moves on
leave, hours, pay and superannuation.
Every time we take action, the list of
cuts gets shorter. &

Anti-union firestorm

Continued from page 1

Where is the concern for these
firefighters and their families or the
call for protection? The centre was
only closed following the election
of the Labor Andrews government
despite the Liberal Party knowing of
the dangers for decades.

Contrary to government and
media claims, “consultation” does
not equate to “control” or having
power over decision-making. Any
sensible management would want to
consult!

Despite media and Liberal Party
claims to the contrary, the clause that

ensures that seven firefighters are dis-
patched to every fire does not mean
volunteers can’t fight fires until seven
union members arrive. It means that
anyone in a dangerous situation
knows that qualified backup is on
the way.

The bill constitutes a direct
attack on emergency service work-
ers in Victoria, who for years have
been under siege by Coalition gov-
ernments. It is important that the
Andrews government is supporting
the union.

It also sets a precedent in remov-
ing important provisions from

EBAs, harking back to the days of
the Howard government’s “allowable
matters”. If the government succeeds
in passing the bill, then there will be
no stopping the assault on unions.

Like unions in the construction
industry, UFU members have been
systematically and consistently vili-
fied in the media.

The bill covers all emergency
services where there is union rep-
resentation and there are employees
covered by the Fair Work Act, not just
in Victoria. It excludes non-statutory
organisations such as Life Saving
Australia, St John Ambulance and

the Australian Red Cross which have
both volunteers and paid employees.

This week a volunteer and a
professional firefighter have joined
UFU secretary Marshall on a two-
day mission to Canberra to lobby
Senate crossbenchers ahead of the
legislation being introduced to
parliament.

It remains to be seen whether
the EBA will be upheld or defeat-
ed by government legislation, the
Supreme Court and a Constitutional
challenge. The bill has to pass both
Houses. The position of some Sen-
ators is undeclared, making it vital

that the cross-benchers are lobbied
hard and the pressure kept on Labor
to oppose it.

Volunteer Andrew Tonkin, from
the Geelong City Fire Brigade said he
had come to Canberra to show unity
with the professional firefighters.

“We just want to get on with pro-
tecting the community,” Tonkin said.
* The%}ill can be found on the
Department of Employment website:
https://docs.employment.gov.au/
documents/fair-work-amendment-
respect-emergency-services-

volunteers-bill-2016 &
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Time to close
abusive detention regime

Mark Isaacs

More than 2,000 leaked incident
reports from Australia’s detention
centre regime for asylum seekers
on the Pacific island of Nauru
have revealed the extent of harm
suffered by men, women and,
overwhelmingly, children.

The reports compiled by staff
working in the detention centres are
horrific accounts of assaults, sexual
assaults and self-harm that are com-
monplace in the detention centres run
and financed by Australia. Reports
include people ingesting chemicals,
swallowing rocks, and one even
describes a man trying to eat a sand-
wich full of screws.

Often the abuse is at the hands
of Australian and Nauruan workers
within the centre with young women
being the target of unwanted sexual
attention and violence.

More than half of the reports
involve children, even though chil-
dren made up only about 18 percent
of those in detention on Nauru during
the time covered by the reports, May
2013 to October 2015.

The Australian Department of
Immigration and Border Protection
has stated that the reports are evi-
dence of a robust reporting system,
but to anyone who has worked in
Nauru, like me, it is known that little
will be done to assist these people or
to follow up these claims.

Complaints go up the chain of
the command until they reach Aus-
tralia’s department of immigration
where they are rarely resolved to
the advantage of the asylum seeker.
There is no independent authority in
Nauru to take matters further.

People wanting to denounce
practices in the centre have been
threatened into silence. The Aus-
tralian Border Force Act, which
took effect on July 1, 2015, makes
it a crime punishable by two years’
imprisonment for people working
in the centres to discuss operational
matters publicly. This includes social
workers, guards, health profession-
als, educators; anyone contracted by
the Australian government to perform
services on behalf of the Department.
I worked in Nauru from September
2012 to June 2013.

In that time, I documented the
wilful abuse of people detained in
the camps in my book, The Unde-
sirables: Inside Nauru. The purpose
of these camps is to treat people so
awfully they will not come to Aus-
tralia to seek protection and in order
to do this you must destroy their
dream of reaching freedom and
safety.

I witnessed the destructive
physical and mental conditions of

detention, the demise of the human
spirit, the intentional crushing of
hope.

In the last few years, there have
been countless official reports that
have exposed abuses and recom-
mended the closure of centres on
Nauru and Manus Island. In Novem-
ber 2014, the Australian Human
Rights Commission’s National
Inquiry into Children in Immigra-
tion Detention uncovered numerous
reported incidents of assaults, sexual
assaults and self-harm involving
children; March 2015, an independ-
ent review by Philip Moss uncovered
allegations of sexual abuse by staff'in
the detention centre in Nauru; August
2015, the Senate Select Committee’s
final report into conditions at Nauru
recommended the immediate release
into the Australian community of all
children and their families detained
in Nauru and in onshore detention
facilities; June 2016, an independ-
ent report titled “Protection Denied,
Abuse Condoned: Women at Risk on
Nauru” reported that ‘women were
being routinely abused, raped and
doomed to spend the rest of their
lives on a tiny island nation, often
alongside the perpetrators”; July
2016, Amnesty International and
Human Rights Watch researchers
found that the Australian government
has “designed a system of deliber-
ate abuse”, in Nauru to deter people
seeking safety who arrive by boat.

All of these reports were ignored
by our politicians with the arrogance
of history’s most callous rulers.

The Nauru files have been no
different. When faced with the
overwhelming evidence of system-
ic abuse, Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull shifted responsibility to
the Nauruan government and police
force; Immigration Minister Peter
Dutton called it “hype”, accusing
the victims (including a man who
died after setting fire to himself) of
falsifying claims in order to get to
Australia; and former Immigration
Minister Scott Morrison referred to
them as allegations rather than facts
and talked of invented complaints.

This is an all too familiar
approach of shifting responsibility,
doubting claims, and blaming vic-
tims. Yet these desperate people have
no other way of being heard and the
number of reports is almost certain-
ly an under-estimate of the number
of real cases, because many victims
will be too young or too scared to
complain.

In contrast, when faced with
graphic videos of abuse of Indige-
nous children in Northern Territory
detention centres weeks earlier, Turn-
bull immediately called for a Royal
Commission. Refugee and asylum

Melbourne

August 31,2016 B

=

JDENI:

S -~

-

NO
N

Py

seeker children must sit too low on
Turnbull’s political vote pyramid
to be cared about. Even lower than
the all too frequently ignored plight
of Indigenous children. For those
imprisoned on the island of Nauru,
having committed only the “crime”
of asking our country for protection,
there is no reprieve from the abuse.

The offshore detention regime
is part of a deterrence policy which
the Australian government calls a
“humanitarian” attempt to save lives
at sea. Since 2000, there have been
1,976 recorded deaths of people
trying to come to Australia by boat
from Indonesia (or less commonly
from Sri Lanka).

However, at the same time as
championing a “humanitarian”
policy, Australian politicians have
demonised asylum seekers, labelling
them as “queue-jumpers”, “illegals”
and “criminals”. Many see this bipo-
lar public attitude towards people
seeking asylum as a way of estab-
lishing the “necessary” cruelty of
deterrence.

Despite the threat of offshore
detention, boats have continued to
arrive in Australian territorial waters.
One of the recent boat arrivals, this
time from Sri Lanka, made it to the
nearby Cocos (Keeling) Islands in
May this year.

Indeed, the only effective way
to stop boats arriving in Australian
waters has been to physically stop
them and return them to their point
of disembarkation, “when it is safe
to do so”. A refusal policy rather
than a deterrence policy. However,
this policy has also been criticised for
breaking a number of international
laws. Detention as a deterrence has
failed and yet the Australian govern-
ment has persisted with the camps in
Nauru and Manus Island.

As of June 30, 2016, 442 men,
women and children are detained

Pine Gap: Serving US Militarism for 50 years
Time for Independence

Public Forum
7pm Wednesday September 14
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in the rudimentary detention camp
where they are forced to live in tents.
Since 2012, the Nauruan government
established a refugee processing
system and began to assess refugee
protection claims; however, refu-
gees are limited to settlement places
in Nauru or Cambodia. The concept
of being given protection in either of
these countries would be laughable if
it wasn’t so frightening.

Many Australians have been left
wondering what can be done to effect
change. The United Nations’ special
rapporteur on torture was scorned
by former PM Tony Abbott when
he raised concerns that Australia’s
detention system was breaching the
“Convention Against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment”.

Abbott stated that Australians
are, “sick of being lectured to by the
United Nations”, showing a complete
disregard for international law and
expectations. When the President of
the Australian Human Rights Com-
mission, Gillian Triggs, released her
National Inquiry into Children in
Detention, Abbott called the report a
“political stitch-up”, accused Triggs
of partisanship and actively sought
her resignation.

Australia’s two-party system
offers little in the way of hope. Off-
shore detention and deterrence is a
bipartisan approach. Neither party
offers asylum seekers or Austral-
ian voters an alternative to abuse.
Both have been guilty of running the
Nauru detention centre, both have
been guilty of using demonising
and misleading language to justify
their actions and drum up suspicion
towards “undocumented” arrivals.

Considering this toxic environ-
ment, is it any surprise that the 2016
Australian election saw the sorry
resurgence of Pauline Hanson and
the One Nation party to the Senate

based on a racist campaign against
Muslims?

Right-wing groups in Europe and
America are beginning to see Aus-
tralia as a shining example of how
to cope with growing numbers of
refugees. Xenophobia, isolationism,
extreme nationalism, the closing of
hearts and borders, are threats to the
universal rights and freedoms estab-
lished by the international commu-
nity just over 60 years ago.

They are threats that we all must
counter.

With that in mind, I call upon our
allies, our friends across the globe,
our regional neighbours; I call upon
President Obama, Prime Minister
Trudeau, Chancellor Merkel, Prime
Minister Key and the New Zealand
parliament, whoever it takes: tell
our politicians to stop. Force them
to stop.

When South Africa persisted
through apartheid the world imposed
economic sanctions upon them.
Should we not be subjected to the
same international restrictions? We
are in the midst of a human rights
tragedy but our politicians can only
see the suffering of children through
the prism of “border protection” and
election cycles.

No other country in the world
mandates the closed and indefi-
nite detention of children seeking
asylum, let alone condones their
sexual assault.

I cannot imagine many people in
the world can read the Nauru Files
and its reports of sexual assaults on
children and turn the blame back
onto the victims, yet this happened
in Australia.

It is time the international com-
munity demanded an end to the sys-
temic abuse of children, championed
and encouraged by our politicians.
New Internationalist &

Sydney
Vigil
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Also to stop the subversion of funds against Cuba and return
Guantanamo to the Cuban people.
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serves a “strategic purpose

Ben Norton

According to a think tank that does contract
work for NATO and the Israeli government,
the West should not destroy ISIS, the Islam-
ist extremist group that is ethnically cleans-
ing minority groups in Syria and Iraq.

Why? The so-called Islamic State “can be
a useful tool in undermining” Iran, Hezbol-
lah, Syria and Russia, argues the think tank’s
director.

“The continuing existence of IS serves a
strategic purpose,” wrote Efraim Inbar in “The
Destruction of Islamic State Is a Strategic Mis-
take,” a paper published on August 2.

By cooperating with Russia to fight the
genocidal extremist group, the United States
is committing a “strategic folly” that will
“enhance the power of the Moscow-Tehran-
Damascus axis,” Inbar argued, implying that
Russia, Iran and Syria are forming a strategic
alliance to dominate the Middle East.

“The West should seek the further weaken-
ing of Islamic State, but not its destruction,” he
added. “A weak IS is, counterintuitively, prefer-
able to a destroyed IS.”

Inbar, an influential Israeli scholar, is the
director of the Begin-Sadat Centre for Strate-
gic Studies, a think tank that says its mission is
to advance “a realist, conservative, and Zion-
ist agenda in the search for security and peace
for Israel.”

The think tank, known by its acronym
BESA, is affiliated with Israel’s Bar Ilan Uni-
versity and has been supported by the Israeli
government, the NATO Mediterranean Initia-
tive, the US embassy in Israel and the Carnegie
Council for Ethics in International Affairs.

BESA also says it “conducts specialised
research on contract to the Israeli foreign affairs
and defence establishment, and for NATO.”

In his paper, Inbar suggested that it would
be a good idea to prolong the war in Syria,
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ISIS a “useful tool”
Israeli think tank says the existence of ISIS

which has destroyed the country, killing hun-
dreds of thousands of people and displacing
more than half the population.

As for the argument that defeating ISIS
would make the Middle East more stable,
Inbar maintained: “Stability is not a value in
and of itself. It is desirable only if it serves our
interests.”

“Instability and crises sometimes contain
portents of positive change,” he added.

Inbar stressed that the West’s “main
enemy” is not the self-declared Islamic State;
it is Iran. He accused the Obama administra-
tion of “inflating the threat from IS in order to
legitimise Iran as a ‘responsible’ actor that will,
supposedly, fight IS in the Middle East.”

Despite Inbar’s claims, Iran is a mortal
enemy of ISIS, particularly because the Ira-
nian government is founded on Shia Islam, a
branch that the Sunni extremists of ISIS con-
sider a form of apostasy. ISIS and its affiliates
have massacred and ethnically cleansed Shia
Muslims in Syria, Iraq and elsewhere.

Inbar noted that ISIS threatens the regime
of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. If the
Syrian government survives, Inbar argued,
“Many radical Islamists in the opposition
forces, i.e., al Nusra and its offshoots, might
find other arenas in which to operate closer to
Paris and Berlin.” Jabhat al-Nusra is Syria’s Al-
Qaida affiliate, and one of the most powerful
rebel groups in the country. (It recently changed
its name to Jabhat Fatah al-Sham.)

Hezbollah, the Lebanese-based militia that
receives weapons and support from Iran, is also
“being seriously taxed by the fight against IS,
a state of affairs that suits Western interests,”
Inbar wrote.

“Allowing bad guys to kill bad guys sounds
very cynical, but it is useful and even moral to
do so if it keeps the bad guys busy and less able
to harm the good guys,” Inbar explained.

Several days after Inbar’s paper was

”

published, David M Weinberg, director of
public affairs at the BESA Centre, wrote a
similarly-themed op-ed titled “Should ISIS be
wiped out?” in Israel Hayom, a free and widely
read right-wing newspaper funded by conserva-
tive billionaire Sheldon Adelson that strongly
favours the agenda of Israel’s right-wing Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

In the piece, Weinberg defended his col-
league’s argument and referred to ISIS as a
“useful idiot.” He called the US nuclear deal
with Iran “rotten” and argued that Iran and
Russia pose a “far greater threat than the ter-
rorist nuisance of Islamic State.”

Weinberg also described the BESA Centre
as “a place of intellectual ferment and policy
creativity,” without disclosing that he is that
think tank’s director of public affairs.

After citing responses from two other
associates of his think tank who disagree with
their colleague, Weinberg concluded by writ-
ing: “The only certain thing is that Ayatollah
Khamenei is watching this quintessentially
Western open debate with amusement.”

On his website, Weinberg includes BESA
in a list of resources for “hasbara,” or pro-Isra-
el propaganda. It is joined by the ostensible
civil rights organisation the Anti-Defamation
League and other pro-Israel think tanks, such
as the Middle East Media Research Institute
(MEMRI) and the Washington Institute for
Near East Policy (WINEP).

Weinberg has worked extensively with the
Israeli government and served as a spokesman
for Bar Ilan University. He also identifies him-
self on his website as a “columnist and lobbyist
who is a sharp critic of Israel’s detractors and
of post-Zionist trends in Israel.”

Inbar boasts an array of accolades. He was a
member of the political strategic committee for
Israel’s National Planning Council, a member
of the academic committee of the Israeli mili-
tary’s history department and the chair of the
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in the West’s interests

committee for the national security curriculum
at the Ministry of Education.

He also has a prestigious academic record,
having taught at Johns Hopkins and George-
town and lectured at Harvard, MIT, Colum-
bia, Oxford and Yale. Inbar served as a scholar
at the Woodrow Wilson International Centre
for Scholars and was appointed as a Manfred
Worner NATO fellow.

The strategy Inbar and Weinberg have
proposed, that of indirectly allowing a fascis-
tic Islamist group to continue fighting West-
ern enemies, is not necessarily a new one in
American and Israeli foreign policy circles.
It is reminiscent of the US Cold War policy
of supporting far-right Islamist extremists
in order to fight communists and left-wing
nationalists.

In the war in Afghanistan in the 1980s, the
CIA and US allies Pakistan and Saudi Arabia
armed, trained and funded Islamic fundamen-
talists in their fight against the Soviet Union
and Afghanistan’s Soviet-backed socialist gov-
ernment. These US-backed rebels, known as
the mujahideen, were the predecessors of Al-
Qaida and the Taliban.

In the 1980s, Israel adopted a similar
policy. It supported right-wing Islamist groups
like Hamas in order to undermine the Palestine
Liberation Organisation, or PLO, a coalition
of various left-wing nationalist and communist
political parties.

“Hamas, to my great regret, is Israel’s cre-
ation,” Avner Cohen, a retired Israeli official
who worked in Gaza for more than 20 years,
told The Wall Street Journal.

As far back as 1957, President Dwight
Eisenhower insisted to the CIA that, in order
to fight leftist movements in the Middle East,
“We should do everything possible to stress the
‘holy war’ aspect.”

Information Clearing House &

Why did it take all this time?

No-one with even a shred of human
decency could have seen the footage of
Aboriginal children being abused at
the Don Dale Youth Detention Centre
and been unmoved.

The Four Corners show finally
shamed our Prime Minister into action.

But. ... why did it take that shock-
ing CCTV footage to spark a proper
government response?

The NT government was fully
aware of incidents at Don Dale — its
own Children’s Commissioner handed
the government a report into the inci-
dents months ago and lawyer Michael
Vita also reported into the abuse.

What’s not shocking enough about
words describing Aboriginal chil-
dren being gassed, forcibly restrained,
forced to eat bird faeces for guards’
amusement, kept without water for
days and having hoods put over their
heads?

Those reports might not have
“piqued” the interest sufficiently of
Indigenous Affairs Minister Nigel
Scullion or NT Chief Minister Adam
Giles — but they certainly should have.

It’s the job of politicians to be
across important issues and if you
can’t do that, what are you doing in the
role?

Some commentators — predictably
— have sought to blame Aboriginal par-
ents and children for the abuse, claim-
ing that if they hadn’t done terrible

things they wouldn’t have been in
detention.

That is a distraction and as irrel-
evant to the abuse of the children in
Don Dale as the harmful racist stere-
otypes propagated by The Australian
newspaper when it published a horrible
cartoon by Bill Leak.

They’re kids.

No matter what they’ve done to get
into detention, they don’t deserve to be
abused.

Violence only ever leads to more
violence and our kids deserve better
than that.

On Saturday night Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people found the
perfect antidote to the nasty and racist
cartoon published by The Australian.

For hours our mob posted photos
and messages of their fathers, chil-
dren, uncles, grandfathers and other
family members to Twitter under
#IndigenousDads.

The outpouring of pride, respect
and love was the best possible
response to a hateful stereotype and
showed once again the resilience and
strength of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people and how important
family is.

Thanks and congrats to everyone
who stood up. #IndigenousDads are
deadly.

Koori Mail - “Our Say” &
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#IndigenousDads: Heartfelt images shared to counter Leak’s cartoon.
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Through a glass darkly

Review by Hatim Kanaaneh

| Remember My Name — Poetry by Samah
Sabawi, Ramzy Baroud and Jehan Bseiso. Vacy
Vlazna, ed., 2016, Novum Publishing. Kindle
Edition.)

In penning this review, the primacy of Israel in
North America’s hegemonic cultural circles limits
my expectation of a sympathetic Western read-
ership. The recent furore in Israeli government
circles over the public broadcasting of Mahmoud
Darwish’s poem is only a warning signal. Thugs
and war criminals take on the mantle of liter-
ary critics to attack Palestine’s national poet and
ascribe to him their own internalised fascist
values. Judging from experience the malicious
smear is bound to gain traction in Zionist-aligned
literary circles at home and abroad. Our lead
Palestinian politician in Israel, Ayman Odeh,
explains well the Israeli officials’ fear: “If we
were to know and acknowledge each other’s
culture we may finally want to live together,”
[al-Ittihad, July 21, 2016.]

I'am an Israeli citizen and know firsthand how Isra-
el’s rightist leaders view the world. I know precisely
where my place is in their narrow field of vision. I
experience daily how they deal with my issues of the
heart; such issues always fall outside the purview of
the Israeli majority’s definition of itself. Their politi-
cally inspired national, religious and racial exclusion-
ism debases what I and other outfielders say. I live
that reality and it strains my ability to reach out to the
world, to humanity as a whole. It threatens my poetic
and intellectual freedom. I worry that the pro-Israel
hegemonic sway in Western culture will effect a “secu-
rity wall” around my intellectual property and that of
other Palestinian writers and of kindred marginalised
groups. That, in turn, dims my hope to be understood
by the world at large and hence my worry.

The dedication of the current thin collection of
poetry by the three internationally savvy poets, Samah
Sabawi, Ramzy Baroud and Jehan Bseiso, to Gaza and
Gazans blows their cover: They are Diaspora Palestin-
ians, world citizens and enemies of hegemonic cul-
tural Zionism from within its field of operation; they
are Trojan horses. Between them they span the globe
in poetic exile, seeming to be in constant flight from
the inescapable curse of who they are, Palestinians by
nature and nurture.

The book is by four poets, not three, for I cried just
as much peering into the illustrations as I did reading
the lines that inspired them. The way David Borrington
renders the feelings behind the words of the poets in
heartfelt visual images is a form of poetry as well. How
else can he show you again and again what it means to
be “anxious at the cellular level” for example?

Samah Sabawi admits to using her “140 charac-
ters to liberate Palestine.” Within Israel lesser thought
crimes led to a pre-dawn police raid and landed the
poet Dareen Tatour first in jail and later in exile from
home. The state has deemed her too much a threat to
have access to the Internet, or to be free on her own
recognisance till the formal court proceedings. But
Samah Sabawi, Ramzy Baroud and Jehan Bseiso all
have escaped the geographic confines of Palestine/
Israel to their emotional and physical global exile.
Tethered by their heartstrings to their shared home-
land and Gazan suffering, all three transcend their Pal-
estinian roots to a universal core that snares readers
everywhere. They soar across the globe to share in the
pain of others whether in Kashmir, South Africa, Chile,
Burma or Mali.

Between the three of them our poets cover a wide
span of the literary field and the physical globe: There
isn’t a continent or a writing art they haven’t visited.
Whether they cut their sentiments in stone or siphon
them from an ocean, the classic similes for the craft of
Arabic poetry, all three share the common demeanour
colouring the lives of Palestinians everywhere: They
harbour a sense of injured pride at the deferred and
devalued, even if no longer totally denied, innate jus-
tice of their case, the Palestinian Nakba. The hue each
of them reflects of this shared, heartfelt and pervasive
Palestinian sentiment sets them apart from each other.
The editor tells us:

“Although Samah, Ramzy and Jehan have distinc-
tive styles, they possess in common incisive intellects,
finely tuned by a sense of justice inherent in the Pales-
tinian experience and in their love for Palestine, par-
ticularly besieged and suffering Gaza.”

All three poets harbour a deep sense of history,
of time and place that always translates to Palestine.
I have travelled and met many fellow Palestinians in

their Diaspora. The phenomenon of Nakba-centred
existence is near universal among us. Like a heredi-
tary trait it spans generations and transcends time and
space, it colours a Palestinian’s existence wherever
he/she treads and whatever air he/she breathes. Take
Samah for example: She smiles at us brightly from the
first page of her contribution. There is no mistaking
her striking Greek (or is it Spanish, Italian, Mexican,
Native American or South-East Asian) looks. Speak-
ing for her fellow Palestinian poets, her words live up
to the global sentiment her looks spark:

“] am a Palestinian-Canadian-Australian writer,
commentator and playwright. ... I travelled the world
and lived in its far corners, yet always felt haunted
by the violence and injustice perpetrated against the
poor, the marginalised, the colonised and stateless. No
matter where I was, or how vast the world appeared
around me, I always felt as though I remained trapped
in my place of birth, Gaza. The war torn besieged and
isolated strip shaped my understanding of my identity
and my humanity.”

Ramzy concurs:

“Wherever I am in the world, from Seattle to Chile
to South Africa and regardless of which struggle I am
involved in, from Mali to the Rohingya, I am always
thinking Palestine, even when I am not conscious of it.

So, don’t talk to me about the Pharaoh:

My Father’s blood drenched the skin of Jesus

After the Romans caught him at a checkpoint

Hiding a recipe for revolution, and a love poem

And here is Jehan Bseiso:

“Since 2008 I have been working with Médecins
Sans Frontiéres — Doctors Without Borders. My work
has taken me to countries like Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Iraq, Ethiopia and others. In all my travels and encoun-
ters, I’ve experienced how support and understanding
of the Palestinian cause can cross borders and traverse
barriers of culture and language.”

The with-it modernity of the three exiled Palestini-
an poets is such that it makes it possible to include such
scribbles as “@ CNN@ Foxnews” meaningfully in a
poem. Yet on the first reading, it is only at the very end
that the picture becomes stunningly clear, explained
in a single exclamation “Hashtag Gaza.” This gives
the entire collection its full clarity: Samah floats on
an ethereal atmosphere focusing on Gaza willingly or
against her will, Ramzy fills every internationally sig-
nificant calamity with his remembered Gazan content
and Jehan experiences everything firsthand as #Gaza.

“How [else] can we remember what we can’t
forget?”

Aversion to hyperbole limits one’s choices for
comparison. Still, Gaza’s reality is of the same genre
as the Holocaust or Hiroshima. Except that Gaza’s
plight is stretched out over decades with the perpetra-
tors’ skilled consistency and aggressive projection of
inner violence on its victim so artfully that violence
becomes the norm for Gaza if not for the whole of
Palestine. The “international community” is numbed
into accepting the buzz of its drones, helicopters and
F-16s as part of the standard background noise and
its fireworks as another light show to observe and to
report on occasionally to fill the bulk requirements of
international dailies.

“Counting lashes is unlike receiving them,” a Pal-
estinian saying goes. The Palestinian experience, espe-
cially in Gaza, not only of suffering but also of being
ignored, shunned and ridiculed for incurring such
punishment is extremely private. It is so private and
foreign it is difficult to communicate to others. The
basic elements of their private world are so harshly
incomprehensible that even when you scream them at
“normal people” you do it out of despair knowing that
such reality is unexplainable, that only living such real-
ity permits one to understand it.

Hence, and logically, some of the language is so
unusual as poetry that it rubs against the grain. And yet,
there is an amateurish freshness to the raw rub and the
sanguinity of it all. It is so painfully touching it sinks
and sticks to the depth of the heart:

Habeebi, I thought you lost my number, turns out
you lost your legs.

How else can one perceive such a nightmarish real-
ity as:

In the hospital, they put the pregnant women alone,
because they’re carrying hope, because they don’t want
them to see what can happen to children.

... There’s more blood than water today in Gaza.
Dr Hatim Kanaaneh is the author of Chief Complaint
as well as A Doctor in Galilee: The Life and Struggle
of a Palestinian in Israel (Pluto Press, 2008).
Information Clearing House &
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Haunted

Old man raises his hat
o friends and strangers,
jiggles his great grandchildren upon his knee.

Deny
Deny

Some nights,

he tosses, turns,

hears his victims

wipes the sweat from his face,
covers his ears.

Deny
Deny

He stares at the felevision,
as German soldiers
drive Jews from their homes.

They beat one youth
with the butt of arifle,
kick another in the head.

He combs his sparse white hair,
straightens his cravat.
Blows a kiss fo his daughter.

Deny
Deny

Kathleen Fernandes

Kathleen is a member of the NSW Writers” Centre. Her works have been
published in Australia and New Zealand and her stories and postry have appeared
in three anthologies and have been broadcast on public radio.
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Colombia

““We have peace”

WT Whitney

Ivan Marquez, head of the nego-
tiating team of the Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia-Peo-
ple’s Army (FARC-EP) tweeted
from Havana late on August 24:
“White smoke leaves from the
conclave in Havana; Habemus
Pacem (We have peace).” He and
his counterpart Humberto de la
Calle, the lead negotiator for the
Colombian government, had just
signed a peace agreement ending
50 years of armed conflict.

The accord, described by labour
leader and political prisoner Hubert
Ballesteros as “the most important
achievement on the American con-
tinent in years,” capped four years
of negotiations in the Cuban capital.
The signing ceremony and the release
of Joint Communiqué # 93, which
summarised the “final, comprehen-
sive, and definitive agreement,”
took place in the presence of Cuban
Foreign Minister Bruno Rodriguez
and representatives of the guarantor
countries, Cuba and Norway.

Shortly thereafter Colombi-
an President Juan Manuel Santos
announced that a national plebi-
scite for endorsing the agreement,
approved by Colombia’s Constitu-
tional Court on July 15, will take
place October 2. (The FARC-EP had
previously called for a constituent
assembly to do the endorsing.)

The agreement signed on August
24 represents final approval of pre-
liminary agreements reached on six
specific points of an agenda estab-
lished before the formal talks began.
They were:

“Comprehensive rural reform,”
“Political participation,” “An end to
shooting and hostilities; giving up
arms,” “Solution to the problem of

illegal drugs, “Victims,” and, lastly,
“Mechanisms of implementation and
verification.” The third of these also
provides the guerrillas with guaran-
tees against paramilitary assaults.

The Joint Communiqué claimed
implementation of the accords would
help alleviate adverse effects of the
war and, in line with FARC-EP
expectations, address the “historic
causes of the conflict.”

The document praised citizen
participation as crucial to reaching
the agreements that, together, led
to the final accord. They dealt with
women’s rights, “vulnerable social
groups,” small farmers, displaced
persons, and LGBTI people.

Negotiators had spent 18 difficult
months before being able on Decem-
ber 15, 2015 to celebrate their agree-
ment on the “victims” issue. That
they had successfully dealt with rep-
arations, amnesty and punishment of
combatants accused of crimes made
it clear that a final agreement would
eventually materialise.

There was fanfare also on June
23 when the negotiators announced
agreement on their last agenda cov-
ering a ceasefire, giving up arms,
and mechanisms for verification. On
August 5 the two parties released
protocols governing the process of
disarming and verification, and also
protecting civilians and monitor-
ing personnel in the 23 zones where
the former guerrillas would give up
arms. Guidelines were issued cover-
ing the role of United Nations moni-
toring officials.

Controversy lingered over meth-
ods for choosing judges for the Spe-
cial Peace Tribunal that, established
under the agreement on “Victims,”
would determine the fate of com-
batants accused of crimes. Then on
August 12 negotiators announced
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Colombians celebrate peace agreement.

plans for a high-level international
committee to select them.

Observers unite in saying that the
work of bringing peace to Colombia
has barely begun. The campaign for a
Yes vote in the plebiscite is gathering
stream as the FARC-EP and support-
ers take their “pedagogy for peace”
campaign to the Colombian people.

In his remarks August 24, Ivan
Marquez indicated, “We may be
able to proclaim that war with arms
is ending and debate over ideas is
beginning ... The peace agreement is
no point of arrival but is a point of
departure so that a multi-ethnic and
multicultural people, united under the
flag of inclusion, may be the smithy
and sculptor of the change and social
transformation that most people are
crying out for.” He envisions the
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agreement as leading to a constitu-
ent assembly.

There’s major unfinished busi-
ness. The other insurgency, the
National Liberation Army (ELN),
smaller than the FARC-EP, is still at
war with the state. Simon Trinidad,
FARC-EP leader and member of the
insurgency’s negotiating team, is still
lodged in a super-max US federal
prison, despite calls for his release.
Some 9,500 political prisoners —
opposition activists and prisoners
of war — still languish in Colombian
prisons. Paramilitary death squads
still roam the country and “nearly
250 municipalities ... are at risk of
violence or fraud affecting the ref-
erendum” on the peace agreement.

Nevertheless, an end to war is a
monumental advance, especially in

view of its toll on human survival and
wellbeing. A congratulatory salute
to the peace negotiators from the
Colombia Solidarity Network sum-
marises: “1,906 villages destroyed by
massacres; 7 million displaced peas-
ants; 280,000 civilians killed by all
the armed actors together; the politi-
cal genocide against the Union Patri-
otica Party formed by the FARC after
a previous peace agreement; the suf-
fering of the kidnapped victims; the
‘false disappeared’ — civilians killed
purposely by the Colombian Army
in order to increase their body count;
the more than 45,000 disappeared
due to the conflict; the thousands of
women raped and humiliated.”
People’s World &

““No first use”’

Cathy Deppe

LIVERMORE, California:
August last year was the 70th
anniversary of the US atomic
bombings of Japan. As members
of the international peace group
Global Network, Alex and I were
fortunate to participate in com-
memoration services in both
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. A year
later, on August 9, we travelled
a shorter distance to California’s
Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory, to stand again with
victims of nuclear war.

We were there to float another
lantern downstream to honour the
dead. We wanted to hear direct tes-
timony from the hibakusha, those
who survived. Reverend Hanaoka,
now a retired Bay Area Methodist
minister, was just a baby when the
bomb exploded above his town, a
child when he lost his mother and
sister to radiation exposure, and a
young man when his brother died
at 39 of premature aging. In his tes-
timony, he told us, “It would have
been better to have died instantly.”

Daniel Ellsberg, peace activ-
ist and Pentagon Papers whistle-
blower, spoke about the “maniacal”
nature of a US foreign policy which
refuses to publicly claim a “No First
Use” policy for nuclear weapons.

What is truly risky is not to guar-
antee a “no first use.” When the US
does declare this, there will be no
need for nuclear weapons at all. As
one US presidential candidate has
chillingly questioned, “If we aren’t
going to use them, why do we even
have them?” Ellsberg’s eloquent
speech is available online at www.
frivalleycares.org, with other record-
ed speeches and video from Liver-
more’s Tri-Valley Cares.

Nobel Peace Prize winner
Barack Obama has a golden oppor-
tunity to declare a “no first use”
policy before he leaves office. He
has been to Hiroshima. He knows
our world will only be secure when
nuclear weapons have been abol-
ished. There are only five countries
with nuclear bombs who have not
pledged “no first use” and who con-
tinue to resist negotiations for the
multilateral nuclear disarmament
required by the Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty of 1968. Of those
countries, the US and Russia pos-
sess 90 percent of the total. Obama
can still break the stalemate and
earn that Nobel Prize! Some peace
activists believe that he might be
considering this.

Soon we marched to the west-
ern gate where a civil disobedi-
ence “die-in” shut it down with the
arrests of 45 protesters, including

Ellsberg. Scientists at this nuclear
facility are busy developing new
“tactical” nuclear weapons with
“upgraded” features. Washington
plans to spend an unimaginable sum
of one trillion of our tax dollars
over the next 30 years to this stock-
pile upgrade.

As our megaphone “air raid”
siren sounded, we dropped to the
pavement to simulate the instant
deaths of those near ground zero.
Activists used chalk to outline our
bodies, leaving a reminder of the
human shadows left behind after the
nuclear explosion. We will never
forget seeing evidence of this in
Hiroshima, where human shadows
were visibly burned into a river
bridge walkway.

Leaving our shadows behind in
front of the gate, we left Livermore.
As we passed our rally site, we dis-
covered a repurposed piece of the
1995 War Resisters League Enola
Gay poster project we had donated
to Tri-Valley Cares when we moved
from San Jose to Los Angeles. We
were again encouraged to continue
the ongoing struggle for peace, for
the redirection of our tax dollars,
and for the total abolition of nuclear
weapons.

People’s World &

Indonesia

Communism
ban to stay

Indonesia’s current criminal code
can send individuals to prison for
“communist activities” for up to
seven years. Indonesia maintained
its ban on communism in its revi-
sion of the country’s criminal code
system — controversial laws that
have been in place for more than
five decades.

The government originally pro-
posed the continued ban and the
members of Indonesia’s House of
Representatives Commission 11
agreed with the move. Articles con-
tained in the criminal code say that
a person promoting communism
can be sent to prison for up to seven
years.

A person using communism
as an organisational ideology or
anyone trying to oust Indonesia’s
Pancasila ideology can spend ten
years in prison.

Pancasila is Indonesia’s national
philosophy, founded in 1945, but
used as a repressive tool by Suharto,
who was installed as president after
a US backed-coup against the pro-
gressive government of Sukarno in
1965.

Suharto carried out a nationwide
purge of communism commonly

referred to as the Indonesian Geno-
cide. Deaths are estimated to be
between half a million to one mil-
lion people, with reports of rivers
running red with blood. The Indo-
nesian Communist Party — then the
third largest in the world — was sys-
tematically destroyed.

The US, the UK, Australia and
other Western powers supported the
country’s anti-communist opera-
tions militarily, financially and with
propaganda against the Communist
Party.

Critics have said that Indone-
sia’s reluctance to lift the ban will
mean continued crackdowns on cul-
tural events, research and anything
else related to communist ideology.

“Indonesia is the only coun-
try in the world that prosecutes its
people for their ideologies,” said
Supriyadi Widodo Eddyono, direc-
tor of the Institute for Criminal Jus-
tice Reform to the Jakarta Post.

Eddyono was also warned that
new provisions the government says
are designed to protect the academic
study of social ideology, could actu-
ally be used by the state to prose-
cute individuals.
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Katrina Pain Index 2016

Bill Quigley

Hurricane Katrina hit 11 years
ago. Population of the City of New
Orleans is down by over 95,000
people from 484,674 in 2000 to
389,617 in 2015. Almost all this
loss of people is in the African
American community. Child
poverty is up, double the national
average. The gap between rich
and poor in New Orleans is mas-
sive, the largest in the country.
The economic gap between well
off whites and low income African
Americans is widening. Despite
receiving $76 billion in assistance
after Katrina, it is clear that poor
and working people in New Orle-
ans, especially African Americans,
got very little of that help. Here
are the numbers.

The New Orleans Regional Tran-
sit Authority reported that 62 per-
cent of pre-Katrina service has been
restored. But Ride New Orleans, a
transit rider organisation, says street-
car rides targeted at tourists are fully
restored but bus service for regular
people is way down, still only at 35
percent of what it was before Kat-
rina. That may explain why there
has been a big dip in the number of
people using public transportation in
New Orleans, down from 13 percent
in 2000 to 9 percent now.

Over two of every five children
in New Orleans live in poverty, about
double the national rate. The current
rate of 44 percent is up 3 percentage
points from 1999 and up 12 points

from 2007. Overall, there are 50,000
fewer children under the age of 18
living in New Orleans than there
were in 2000. In 2000 there were
129,408 and the latest numbers have
dropped to 79,432 according to the
Census figures reported by The Data
Centre.

Since Hurricane Katrina, home
values have risen 54 percent and rent
is up 50 percent. The annual house-
hold income needed to afford rent
in New Orleans is $38,000, but 71
percent of workers earn on average
$35,000. The average yearly income
for service workers is $23,000 and
only $10,000 for musicians. New
Orleans has only 47 affordable rental
units for every 100 low-income resi-
dents. Thirty-seven percent of house-
holds in the city are paying half of
their income for housing, which is
much higher than recommended: 36
percent of renters pay more than 50
percent of their income for housing,
up from 24 percent in 2004. The New
Orleans metro area ranks second in
the top ten worst metro areas for
cash strapped renters, according to
the Make Room Initiative. Govern-
ment leaders bulldozed over 3,000
apartments of occupied public hous-
ing right after Katrina but now say
there is a critical immediate need for
at least 5,000 affordable low income
apartments.

Ninety three percent of New
Orleans’ 48,000 public school stu-
dents are in charter schools, the
highest percentage in the US. Before
Katrina, there were over 65,000

Syria denounces
Turkish incursion

Last week a dozen Turkish tanks
rolled across the Syrian border
as part of a military operation
backed by jets and US-led coali-
tion warplanes after heavy Turk-
ish shelling of an area held by
Daesh (Arabic acronym for ISIS/
ISIL).

Military sources told Turkish
media 70 targets in the Jarablus area
had been destroyed by artillery and
rocket strikes, and 12 by air strikes.

Turkish Special Forces entered
Syria earlier as part of the offensive.

President Recep Tayyip Erdog-
an said the operation was aimed
against both Daesh and Kurdish
fighters.

Turkey shelled Syrian Kurd-
ish forces in the region determined
not to let them fill the “vacuum” if
Daesh leaves.

Turkey’s stated claim is that the
Kurds could create an autonomous
area close to the border which might
foster Kurdish separatism within
Turkey itself.

The tanks were followed by
pick-up trucks believed to be carry-
ing Turkish-backed Syrian militants
from the so-called “Free Syrian
Army”.

“At 04:00 [01:00 GMT] our
forces began an operation against
the Daesh and PYD [Kurdish Dem-
ocratic Union Party] terror groups,”
President Erdogan said in a speech
in Ankara.

The offensive is aimed at
“putting an end” to problems on the
border, he said.

The Turkish town of Karkamis
— just across the border from Jara-
blus — was evacuated as a precau-
tion following earlier Daesh mortar
attacks.

Turkey has vowed to “com-
pletely cleanse” Daesh from its
border region, blaming the group
for a bomb attack last week on
a wedding that killed at least 54
people in Gaziantep.

A source at the Syrian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates
denounced this military intervention
by Turkey on Syrian territory.

“The Syrian Arab Republic
reaffirms that the fight against ter-
rorism on Syrian soil by any party
must be conducted in coordination
with the Syrian government and the
Syrian Arab army, which has been
engaged in these battles for more
than five years,” he was quoted by
SANA as saying.

He went on to say that the
Syrian government “condemns this
violation of sovereignty and stresses
that the fight against terrorism is
not in the expulsion of Daesh and
replacing them with other terrorist
organisations backed by Turkey.”

The same source pointed out
that “What is happening in Jarablos
now is not a fight against terrorism
as claimed by Turkey, but a replace-
ment of a terrorist by another.”

Accordingly, “Syria demands
an end to this aggression and calls
upon the United Nations for the
implementation of related resolu-
tions, in particular, respect for sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity,”
the ministry source said.

The source demanded that
“Turkey and the US-led coalition
respect international resolutions,
particularly those related to the clo-
sure of the border and the eradica-
tion of terrorism.”
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students enrolled in New Orleans
public schools, less than 1 percent
in charter schools. There are now 44
governing bodies for public schools
in New Orleans. There are seven
types of charter schools in Louisi-
ana. The public schools are 87 per-
cent African-American. Widespread
charter school problems for stu-
dents with disabilities are getting a
little bit better according to a federal
court monitor report. The public has
very mixed feelings about the system
reflected in the most recent poll
which shows 43 percent of whites
think the schools are getting better
compared to 31 percent of African-
Americans, while 23 percent of Afri-
can-Americans thought schools were
getting worse, in contrast to 15 per-
cent of whites.
¢ 2,000: Black median income in
New Orleans rose from $23,000
in 2005 to $25,000 eight years
later while white median income
rose by $11,000 from $49,000 to
$60,000 during the same time.
* 6,811: White population of New
Orleans is down from 128,871
in 2000 to 122,060 in 2015
according to The Data Centre.
 7,023: Hispanic population in
New Orleans grew from 14,826
in 2000 to 21,849 in 2015. There
has been significant growth in
the Hispanic population in metro

New Orleans area from 58,545 in
2000 to 109,553 in 2015 mostly in
Jefferson Parish.

64,000: Over 64,000 working
women in New Orleans earn

less than $17,500 per year. One
source of good jobs, working for
the school board, was eliminated
when 7,500 employees were
terminated right after Katrina.
95,057: The population of the
City of New Orleans is 95,057
less in 2015 when it was 389,617
compared to 2000 when it was
484,674, according to the Data
Centre.

95,625: There are 95,625 fewer
African-Americans living in New
Orleans (Orleans Parish) now than
in the 2000 Census, according

to Census figures reported by
The Data Centre. The percentage
of New Orleans that is African-
American has dropped from 66
percent to 58 percent. Overall
African-American population

in New Orleans dropped from
323,000 in 2000 to 227,000 in
2015.

Black residents of New Orleans
continue to be unfairly and dispro-
portionately stopped and searched
by police and also more likely to
be arrested for marijuana use than
other residents. That situation is
even worse for other New Orleans

metro residents as Gretna Louisiana,

just across the Mississippi River, was

recently cited as the arrest capital of
the entire nation.

* 2,800,000: The US Department
of Justice reported Louisiana has
2.8 million people in its criminal
database. There are 4.6 million
people in Louisiana.

Last: Louisiana continues to
rank dead last in poverty, racial
disparities and exclusion of immi-
grants. But New Orleans has plenty
of wealthy people, in fact Bloomb-
erg ranked New Orleans the worst
in the entire country in income ine-
quality. Louisiana also ranks last in
national rankings of the quality and
safety of school systems. Louisiana
incarcerates more of its citizens than
any of the other 50 states at a rate
double the national average. And
Louisiana has the highest healthcare
costs because of high rates of pre-
mature deaths, diabetes, and obesity.
In a welcome but too rare piece of
good health news, Louisiana’s new
Governor expanded Medicaid cov-
erage and enrolled 250,000 addition-
al people in the health care program
in July 2016.

76 billion dollars came to Loui-
siana because of Katrina. This infor-
mation makes it clear who did not get
the money.
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IPAN National Conference
Alice Springs 2016

The Chifley, Alice Springs Resort

34 Stott Terrace, Alice Springs

Pine Gap: Serving US Militarism for 50 years ...
Time for Independence?

Saturday 1st October 2016  8:30am - 5:00pm

IPAN Public Forum Pine Gap: Secrets in the Centre
Friday 30th September 2016  6:30pm - 8:00pm

Speakers:

Prof. Lisa Natividad (University of Guam)

Prof. Kosuzu Abe (University of Ryukyus, Okinawa)
Prof Richard Tanter (University of Melbourne)

Senator Scott Ludlam (Australian Greens)

Joint Cavalcade to Pine Gap gates
Sunday 2nd October 9:00am - 12:00pm

[PAN members, conference attendees, and activists join together
in a public and authorised cavalcade from Alice Springs to Pine Gap
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Harm of children
must end

For the second time, an immi-
gration minister has made false
allegations without any evidence
against an organisation focussed
on child protection. In doing so,
it seeks to deflect responsibility
for the federal government’s own
inaction on harm being caused to
children in its care on Nauru.

The last time the government
made similar claims against Save the
Children, a subsequent independent
inquiry found them to be false. But
today, the Immigration Minister Peter
Dutton has tried to shoot the messen-
ger again.

There are some very damaged
children and young people on Nauru
as a result of Dutton’s failure to
act on evidence of harm perpetrat-
ed under his and his predecessors’
watch.

The government continues to
behave consistently with other insti-
tutions appearing before the Royal
Commission into Institutional
Responses to Child Sex Abuse — first
they deny allegations, then try to con-
fuse and deflect responsibility, blame
the victims and then attack those that
seek to expose the truth and protect
victims.

ACFID calls on Prime Minis-
ter Malcolm Turnbull to counsel

Letters / Culture & Life

minister Dutton to cease making
false allegations against child pro-
tection agencies and move swiftly
to remove children, women and men
from further harm on Nauru.
Marc Purcell
Australian Council for
International Development

Return to
Bigot’s Island?

Tasmanian gay rights advocates
have slated the state government
for its proposal to water down
the state’s anti-hate speech laws,
saying it will take Tasmania back
to the dark days of public anti-
gay hatred and that it goes fur-
ther than religious leaders have
called for.

In a bill to water down hate
speech provisions released last week,

the government allows hate speech if
it “conveys, teaches or proselytises”
areligious belief.

The religious exemption applies
to incitement to hatred (section 19),
as well as offensive conduct (section
17), despite Catholic Archbishop,
Julian Porteous, telling ABC radio
that he wants no change to the former
provision (ABC local radio, Morn-
ings with Leon Compton, Friday
August 19).

The government’s proposal
gives the green light to the kind of
hate speech not seen in Tasmania for
almost twenty years.

This bill will take Tasmania back
to the dark times before homosexual-
ity was decriminalised in the 1990s
when the most degrading and dis-
gusting things were said publicly
about LGBTI people with impunity.

With this proposal we risk again
being labelled “Bigot’s Island” just as
we were in the 1990s when we were
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the last Australian state to decrimi-
nalise homosexuality.

The government is either so zeal-
ous or so incompetent that it has gone
even further than conservative reli-
gious figures have called for, and has
watered down all the hate protections
in the Anti-Discrimination Act.

I will be writing to Premier
Will Hodgman seeking an immedi-
ate meeting with LGBTI commu-
nity leaders so we can put our case
for retaining Tasmania’s strong anti-
hate laws.

Rodney Croome
Tasmanian Gay and Lesbian
Rights Group

Cult

by
Rob Gow!

From the TV series The FBI - Efrem Zimblast as Inspector Lewis Erskine.

Perverting culiure for propaganda

Everything is political. Culture, sport, you
name it, it has a political edge. Look at the
way the Olympics were consistently used
for provocations against the countries of the
Socialist camp, including a boycott of the
1980 Moscow Games (and now anti-Russian
provocations and slurs). When the Soviet
Union sought to buy American films for
its cinemas the US authorities would only
permit them to buy carefully vetted titles
that presented life in the West in a favour-
able (ie rosy, uncritical) light.

Before Gorbachev facilitated the takeover
of the German Democratic Republic by its capi-
talist neighbour the FRG, East German citizens
used to be able to enjoy their own television
programs but also to tune in to all the channels
emanating from West Germany. Conscious of
the political capital to be made from this, West
German TV - like the films the US allowed to
be exported to the USSR — was almost exclu-
sively made up of programs and commercials
featuring flash cars, posh houses, luxury living
in general.

The living conditions of the poor were stu-
diously and deliberately avoided. The image
of the West to be fostered in the minds of East
Germans who might be susceptible to defect-
ing was of a land where unemployment simply
did not exist, neither did poverty, bosses were
benign and everyone lived well.

American audiences knew this image to be
false from first-hand experience, but the all-per-
vasive TV and movies nevertheless emphasised
a fantasy world of big houses, where money-
worries were unknown, jobs were plentiful and,

once again, bosses were benign. The only time
American movies or TV shows found time for
poor people (or working people in general) was
in crime shows, or sometimes in shows set in
swanky office buildings, newspapers or TV sta-
tions, or the glamorous world of show business.
Factory workers rarely got a look in.

Only in comedies did people sometimes
hold down ordinary jobs. Even then, they were
usually miraculously and most unnaturally
freed from the constraints of poverty, employ-
er hostility or corporate greed. In American
movies and TV shows, taking industrial action
is almost a taboo subject (with a few — a very
few —notable exceptions, usually, significantly,
set in the past like Matewan).

Other taboo subjects that are rarely (if ever)
touched on include racial prejudice, police
corruption, environmental pollution, corpo-
rate power and US aggression. Writers on the
prime-time TV series The FBI had to have all
their scripts vetted by that august institution.
Any dealing with racial hate crimes (despite
the prevalence of such crimes in real life) were
rejected unless the script was altered to make
the perpetrator motivated by greed not racism!

That series was really a PR exercise for the
FBI. A similar situation now exists with regard
to the USA’s bloated intelligence industry.
With growing public concern in the US at the
prevalence of spying by innumerable govern-
ment agencies on institutions, unions, activists,
organisations and people just going about their
everyday lives, the outfits involved in domes-
tic spying need all the beneficial PR spin they
can foster.

At the same time, the ramped up Cold War
— and the frequency of US military adventures
and assaults on other smaller countries — render
it advisable to also ramp up the USA’s prevail-
ing paranoia while trying to polish the image of
US diplomacy, leadership and supposed com-
mitment to peace.

And what better way to do that under capi-
talism than by flooding TV screens with series
extolling the exploits of US intelligence agen-
cies? Series like 2014°s The Americans, a Cold
War saga about typically devious deep-cover
Soviet spies living in Virginia in the 1980s,
written by former CIA officer Joe Weisberg.
As with the earlier FBI, every script for The
Americans had to be vetted by the CIA prior
to production.

Or there’s State of Affairs with Katherine
Heigl as a CIA analyst who briefs the Presi-
dent. The executive producers of that series,
Rodney Faraon and Henry Crumpton, are
both former senior CIA officials who happily
agreed to show the CIA’s Publications Review
Board detailed outlines of not just that series
but every dramatic project they are developing
for television.

Other Intelligence Agency-themed series
and movies include Covert Affairs, which ran
for five seasons, the more recent series Alle-
giance, and the movie Fair Game, based on
CIA operative Valerie Plame’s covert activities.
She later served as a consultant on both Covert
Affairs and the series Persons of Interest.

Another series extolling the fictitious
exploits of the CIA is the Claire Danes/Mandy
Patinkin starrer Homeland which, like the

others, has creative involvement of former CIA
staffers. To ensure the right message gets put to
air, former CIA operatives and people engaged
in writing the spy-themed series have all-day
“consulting” sessions in which the writers are
briefed on such typical CIA activities as “espi-
onage, disinformation, counterintelligence and
cyber-terrorism”, in the words of former CIA
deputy spymaster John MacGaffin, who is a
“consultant” on the series.

There is genuine drama to be had from the
real exploits of intelligence officers, but not
divorced from what they are fighting for. CIA
officers’ activities are concerned with preparing
for or actually facilitating wars, carrying out
assassinations, overthrowing elected govern-
ments, promoting and funding terrorism and
reducing populous cities to rubble.

Truly the stuff of drama! But whether the
resulting program is a powerful indictment of
the abuse of democratic rights for power and
profit or a paean of praise for those who would
destroy democracy is a question of how the pro-
gram presents its point of view.

And they all have a point of view, even
the ones that pretend not to. Nothing is “non
political”.

As Lenin observed, “no politics” means
bourgeois politics.

The use of culture — whether a literary tome
or a pop-culture TV show — to aid and abet the
ruling class assault on our democratic rights
and to make that assault socially acceptable is
frankly odious. Something else we can chalk up
to capitalism. &
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Review by Tony Pecinovsky

YUGE! 30 Years Of
Doonesbury On Trump

A lot could be written about the
Republican presidential nominee,
Donald Trump. In fact, a lot has
been written. Analysis. Editorials.
Opinions. Think pieces.

There is no shortage of content
or angles for those paying attention.
Donald Trump has proven to be a
controversy magnet.

GB Trudeau, the creator of the
beloved comic strip Doonesbury,
has brought us another perspective
on Trump. Satire.

Trudeau'’s YUGE! 30 Years Of

Doonesbury On Trump is the best
kind of satire. It honestly reflects
and exposes the vile ego, over-the-
top greed and self-promotion that
have defined Donald Trump for well
over three decades.

Trump’s sexism, misogyny,
racism, elitism; his exaggerated
sense of self-importance, ego and
narcissism; his disdain for ordi-
nary working people, politics and
the media; and his insistence on the
hustle — for everything is about win-
ning to Trump, or at least framing
abysmal failures as wins! — are all
on display.

The Doonesbury comics are
chronological. They give us the
long-view of a man so full of him-
self that he refuses to acknowledge
shortcomings or failures. A man who
refuses to learn or grow, to listen and
change.

In a late February, 1990 strip
Trudeau captures Trump’s sexism.
As his first marriage was falling
apart, reporters pressed Trump about
the erupting tabloid feud:

“Ivana’s a great gal,” Trump
says. “For 12 years, she was always
two steps behind me whenever |
needed her. You can’t buy that kind
of support! Not cheaply anyway.

“I’m truly sorry things didn’t
turn out better. I mean, we worked
on the marriage.”

When asked, “What do you
mean by ‘worked on,”” Trump
replies, “We consulted the best
plastic surgeons in the country. But
people change.”

Fast forward to November,
1999. Trump is toying with the
prospect of running for president.
Trudeau perfectly captures his real
motive and his complete disdain for
the media:

“As you know, there’s been
this amazing, amazing, amaz-
ing response to my candidacy!

It’s unbelievable how amazing it’s
been!,” Trump gloats. “Now I know
some of you guys choke on the fact
that people love me — Love me!
Well, guess what — I could care less
what you think.

“As long as I’'m a candidate you
have to cover me! Which is good
for the Trump brand, which just gets
bigger and bigger and bigger! It’s
a win-win-win for me! Because no
matter what [ do, I get phenomenal,
amazing, unbelievable publicity!
You have to give it to me for free!
You have no choice! You’re sheep!”

Implicit in Trump’s disdain for
the media, is his disdain for the
American people, for voters. Like
in his recent RNC speech, where
Trump said only he could fix the
monumental, complex problems
facing our country. In a December,
1999 strip the professional self-pro-
moter says:

“The response to my candida-
cy ... has been incredible! Off the
charts! The polls are unbelievable!
Everybody loves me here — loves
me!

“... A lot of people have been
asking what this election is really
about ... Well, it’s not about the
economy, stupid! And it’s not char-
acter, stupid! And it’s not authentic-
ity, stupid! It’s not even about the
issues, stupid! You want to know
what this election is about ...,”
Trump asks rhetorically.

“You, stupid?,” a reporter
replies. “Exactly! People are beg-
ging me to run! Begging me!”

Undoubtedly, throughout the
2016 presidential campaign — and
throughout the entirety of Trump’s
public life — “The Donald” has
been a bombastic, blowhard, school
yard bully, someone insecure about
his actual abilities and incapable
of empathy, which Trudeau also
captures.

In a February, 2000 strip a radio
host is conducting an interview:
“Caller, you raise an interesting
point about the importance of com-
petence ... It’s long been a truism
that the sign of an educated person
is that he understands how little
he knows. It’s why so many smart
people are insecure.

“Now there’s evidence that that
relationship might exist for compe-
tence in general. Incompetent people
don’t grasp their deficiencies.

“l would imagine this also

holds true for social and emotional
intelligence.

“I’ve noticed,” the radio host
continues, “that the hallmark of the
self-absorbed and boorish is that
they haven’t a clue that they present
as such ...”

The comic strip then shows a
lazily dressed Trump sitting on his
couch with a phone pressed against
his ear. “You following this caller,”
the host asks. Trump responds, “No.
Can we get back to me?”

In a February, 2016 strip Tru-
deau sums up perfectly Trump’s dis-
dain for ordinary, working families,
for ordinary voters, and for the 2016
presidential elections, as Trump tells
voters at a rally:

“Okay, so I’'m crushing it right
now. Crushing it! Why? Because
I’m not politically correct! I have
no filters! I tell it like it is!

“There’s only one thing I won’t
say! What I won’t say is what |
really think of all of you! Why?
Well, mostly because I prefer to talk
about myself. About how incredibly
successful I am. It’s unbelievable
how successful!

“You people? Not so much.
You’re mostly losers and I prefer
winners! [ was born rich. My family
bailed me out of bankruptcy. And
now ’m richer than ever! I hate to
tell you, but you’re not!

“So I jet in on my private plane,
talk about myself, whip up the anger,
shake a few hands, and then jet off,
wiping away you and the smell of
nowhere with a squirt of Purell!

“The last thing I want to do is
sit in your dingy little kitchens and
actually listen to you!

“Why? Because then I’d have to
pretend this election is about you.
When it’s not! It’s about me!”

While Trump may never actu-
ally say these words, his beliefs are
implicit. And Trudeau captures these
beliefs.

My only criticism of YUGE! is
that the satire tends to minimise the
actual danger a Trump presidency
poses to our nation, to democracy, to
peace and to the future of our planet.

And that, my friends, isn’t a
laughing matter!

YUGE! 30 Years Of Doonesbury
On Trump by GB Trudeau, Andrews
McMeel Publishing, 2016, 110
pages.
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Who profited from
the $440 bhillion Greek

bailout? Not Greeks

Jack Rasmus

This month marks the first anni-
versary of the 2015 Greek debt
crisis, the third in that country’s
recent history since 2010. Last
August 20-21, 2015, the “Troika”
— i.e., the pan-European institu-
tions of the European Commission
(EC), the European Central Bank
(ECB), plus the IMF — imposed a
third debt deal on Greece. Greece
was given US$98 billion in loans
from the Troika. A previous 2012
Troika imposed debt deal had
added nearly US$200 billion to an
initial 2010 debt deal of US$140
billion.

That’s approximately US$440
billion in Troika loans over a five
year period, 2010-2015. The ques-
tion is: who is benefiting from the
US$440 billion? It’s not Greece.
If not the Greek economy and its
people, then who? And have we seen
the last of Greek debt crises?

One might think that US$440
billion in loans would have helped
Greece recover from the global reces-
sion of 2008-09, the second Europe-
an recession of 2011-13 that followed,
and the Europe-wide chronic, stagnant
economic growth ever since. But no,
the US$440 billion in debt the Troika
piled on Greece has actually impov-
erished Greece even further, con-
demning it to eight years of economic
depression with no end in sight.

To pay for the US$440 billion,
in three successive debt agreements
the Troika has required Greece to cut
government spending on social serv-
ices, eliminate hundreds of thousands
of government jobs, lower wages for
public and private sector workers,
reduce the minimum wage, cut and
eliminate pensions, raise the cost of
workers’ health care contributions,
and pay higher sales and local prop-
erty taxes. As part of austerity, the
Troika has also required Greece to
sell off its government-owned utili-
ties, ports, and transport systems at
“fire sale” (i.e. below) market prices.

Bankers got 95%

The US$440 billion in Troika
loans — and thus Greek debt — has
not been employed to benefit the
Greek people, or to help the Greek
economy recover from its eight years
of depression; it has gone to pay the
principle and interest on previous
Troika debt, as that debt has been
piled on prior debt in order to pay
for previous debt.

A recent 2016 released study has
revealed conclusively where all the
interest and principal payments on

the US$440 billion debt has gone. It
has gone directly to European bank-
ers and investors, and to the Troika
institutions of the EC, ECB, and IMF,
who indirectly in turn recycle it back
to private bankers and investors.

According to the White Paper
(WP-16-02) published by the Euro-
pean School of Management and
Technology, ESMT, this past spring
2016, entitled “Where Did the Greek
Bailout Money Go?”, more than 95
percent of the initial Troika loans
to Greece went to pay principal and
interest on prior Troika loans, or to
bailout Greek private banks (owned
by other Euro banks or indebted to
them), or to pay off European private
investors and speculators. Less than
10 billion euros was actually spent
in Greece.

The ESMT study further esti-
mates the most recent, third Greek
debt deal of last August 2015 will
result in more of the same: Of the
US$98 billion loaned to Greece last
year, the study projects that barely
USS$8 billion will find their way to
Greek households.

Cost to Greece

In exchange for the 95 percent
paid to the Troika and banker-inves-
tor friends, the austerity measures
accompanying the Troika loans has
meant the following: Greece’s unem-
ployment rate today, in 2016, after
eight years is still 24 percent.

The youth jobless rate still hovers
above 50 percent. Wages have fallen
24 percent for those fortunate enough
to still have work. The collapse of
wages is due not just to layoffs or
government and private business
wage cutting, both of which have
occurred since 2010, but is due also
to the shifting of full time to part time
work. Full time jobs have collapsed
by 27 percent, the lowest ever, while
part time jobs have risen 56 percent,
to the highest ever.

The poorest and most vulner-
able Greek workers and house-
holds have seen their minimum
wages reduced by 22 percent since
2012, on orders of the Troika. And
pensions for the poorest have been
reduced by approximately the same.
All that to squeeze Greek workers,
households and small businesses in
order to repay interest on debt to the
Troika, to Europe’s bankers, and pri-
vate investors.

None of the debt, austerity,
depression, and collapse of incomes
existed before the Troika intervened
in Greece starting in 2010. Greece’s
debt to GDP was around 100 percent
in 2007, about where it had been

every year for the entire preceding
decade, 1997-2007. It was no worse
than any other Eurozone economy,
and better than most. Greek debt rose
in 2008 to 109 percent due to the
global recession, accelerating to 146
percent of GDP in 2010 with the first
Troika debt deal of US$140 billion.
It then surged to more than 170 per-
cent in 2011, where it has remained
ever since as another US$300 billion
was added in Troika loans in 2012
and 2015.

Greece’s debt since 2010 is cer-
tainly not a result of Greek govern-
ment spending, which has fallen from
roughly 14 billion euros to 9.5 billion
in 2015, reflecting Greece’s deep aus-
terity cuts demanded by the Troika.
Nor can it be attributed to excessive
wages and too many public jobs,
as both of these have declined by a
fourth as debt has accelerated. The
debt is Troika loans forced on Greece
in order for Greece to pay principal
and interest on previous loans forced
on Greece.

No relief

What happened a year ago, in
the third Troika debt deal of August
2015, was the same that happened in
2012 and 2010: US$98 bill more debt
was added to Greece’s already unsus-
tainable US$340 or so billion. In
exchange, last August Greece had to
implement the following even more
severe austerity measures:

Generate a budget surplus of 3.5
percent of GDP from which to repay
Troika debt — i.e. around US$8 bil-
lion a year. Raise sales taxes to 24
percent, plus more tax hikes on “a
widening tax base” (i.e. higher taxes
for lower income households). Intro-
duce what the Troika calls “holistic
pension reform” — i.e., cut pensions

up to 2.5 percent of GDP, or around
USS$S billion a year, and abolish min-
imum pensions for the lowest paid
and the annual supplemental pension
grants. Introduce a “wide range” of
labour market reforms, including
“more flexible” wage bargaining,
easier mass layoffs, new limits on
worker strikes, and thousands more
teacher layoffs as part of “education
reform”.

Cut health care services and con-
vert 52,000 more jobs to part time.
And introduce what the Troika called
amore “ambitious” privatisation pro-
gram. And this is just a short list.

Greek government spend-
ing since August 2015 has further
declined by 30 percent as of mid-year
2016, except for military spending
which has risen by US$600 million.
Since August 2015, quarterly Greek
GDP has continued to contract on a
net basis. Greek debt as a percent of
GDP has risen further.

There are 83,000 fewer full time
jobs. (But 28,000 more part time
jobs). Youth unemployment rates
have risen from 48.8 to 50.3 percent.
Consumer spending has dropped by
almost 10 percent, as consumer con-
fidence continues to plummet, home
prices deflate, and business invest-
ment, exports, and imports all slow.
In other words, the Greek econo-
my continues to worsen despite the
added US$98 billion Troika debt and
the more extreme austerity measures
imposed a year ago.

Financial imperialism
By imposing austerity to pay
for the debt the Troika since 2010
has forced the Greek government
to extract income and wealth from
its workers and small businesses —
i.e. to exploit its own citizens on the
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Troika’s behalf-and then transfer that
income to the Troika and Europe
bankers and investors. That’s impe-
rialism pure and simple — albeit a
new kind, now arranged by State to
State (Troika-Greece) financial trans-
fers instead of exploitation company
by company at the point of produc-
tion. The magnitude of exploitation is
greater and far more efficient.

What’s happened, and contin-
ues to happen in Greece, is the emer-
gence of a new form of financial
imperialism that smaller states and
economies, planning to join larger
free trade zones and “currency”
unions, or to tie their currencies to
the dollar, the euro, or other need to
avoid at all cost, lest they too become
“Greece-like” and increasingly debt-
dependent on more powerful capi-
talist states in which they decide to
integrate economically.

Neo-liberalism is constantly
evolving and with it forms of impe-
rialist exploitation as well. It starts as
a free trade zone or “customs” union.
A single currency is then added, or
comes to dominate, within the free
trade customs union. A currency
union eventually leads to the need
for a single banking union within the
region. Central bank monetary policy
ends up determined by the dominant
economy and state.

The smaller economy loses con-
trol of its currency, banking, and
monetary policies. Banking union
leads, of necessity, to a form of fiscal
union. Smaller member states now
lose control not only of their currency
and banking systems, but eventually
tax and spending as well. They then
become “economic protectorates” of
the dominant economy and State —
such as Greece has now become.
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