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Killing jobs and the environment

Anna Pha

When the new Parliament begins its first
sitting this month, the Turnbull govern-
ment intends hitting the ground running
with massive cuts to spending on renewable
energy and social security. Public sector
sackings will continue with public services
deteriorating further. Medicare is still in
its sites.

The Australian economy has not recovered
from the global financial crisis and subsequent
recession which was largely hidden from view
by the mining boom and short-term government
hand-outs. The government has no solutions to
the present recessed state of the economy and
the spectre of stagnation that haunts capitalist
economists and corporate CEOs.

Living standards are falling. Retirees and
others with some money in the bank are hurting
as interest rates hit new lows.

The little that remains of the manufacturing
sector continues to be hit with closures and the
export of jobs overseas. Telstra, the banks, the
steel and auto industries have shed thousands
of jobs. Now it is dairy farmers who are being
crucified in a deregulated industry. Australia, a
country that is capable of being self-sufficient
in food, has become a net importer.

Unemployment and underemployment
are on the rise. Official unemployment figures
released last week reveal a worsening situation
with a leap of 71,600 in the number of people
working less than 35 hours per week during the
month of July. This reflects the trend towards
unemployment and casualisation of the work-
force. At the same time full-time employment
fell by 45,500.

It is extremely misleading to describe a fall
in unemployment from 5.8 to 5.7 percent as an
improvement when someone doing one or more
hour of paid work is counted as employed. The
difficulty facing workers in finding full-time
and secure work is compounded by pressure to
accept lower wages or in a growing number of
instances, no income.

Housing is less affordable than ever. Wages
and living standards are declining. State and
federal governments continue to privatise
important public assets, resulting in further job
losses. The economy continues to slide into
recession, all compounded by a government
that is intent on imposing the austerity program
signalled in its 2014 budget. The then treasurer

Joe Hockey made clear that the government’s
plan was to withdraw from its responsibilities
to provide for even basic services and support
payments.

Hockey repeatedly reminded us that “the
age of entitlement” was over, meaning the dis-
mantling and destruction of social services and
welfare: In place of government provision of
services and pensions, will be “self-provision”
by individuals. If you can’t afford to pay to see
a GP then you won’t see one. Any pensions
or benefits paid by the government will be a
“safety net”, carrying a stigma of “charity”, or
portrayed as undeserving.

That was the plan then, and remains so.

Low interest rates
no solution

Earlier in the month the Reserve Bank of
Australia cut the official interest rate by anoth-
er 0.25 percent bringing it to a record low of
1.5 percent. This is not making housing any
more affordable as the lower interest rates and
high demand have pushed up housing prices.

The lower interest rates have failed to stimulate
investment and growth in the economy.

Lowering them further will also fail. But it
will hurt the many retirees and others who rely
on income from savings deposits. The banks
are using the low interest rates to tempt people
to take out investment products where risks are
transferred from the bank to the person invest-
ing their savings. The temptation has the poten-
tial, but no guarantee, of a higher return.

In the European Union and Japan aus-
terity programs and zero or even negative
interest rates have failed to restore growth to
economies in the grip of deflation and high
unemployment.

The private sector only invests where it can
see fat profits. At present, in a climate of declin-
ing incomes and reduced demand for goods and
services, companies prefer to hire labour off-
shore. Only last month, Telstra announced it
was sacking 450 workers and sending their jobs
overseas.

The overall rate of profit is declining.
Investment will only occur where the corpo-
rate sector can find a way to increase it.

This is one of the aims of the Trans Pacific
Partnership and the Trade In Services Agree-
ment (still being negotiated in secret). These
agreements hold out the prospects of deregula-
tion of the import of foreign labour along with
lower wages and working conditions.

They are not in place yet and certainly will
not be in the interests of Australian workers.
Quite the contrary, they will drive down wages
and conditions and should be thrown out when
they hit Parliament.

The collapse in commodity prices - which
in part was a result of the current crisis - hit
Australia hard because of its reliance on the
mining boom.

Transitioning to poverty

So what does capitalism offer the workers
of Australia?

Under the Turnbull government it is prom-
ising innovation-led recovery by cutting spend-
ing on renewable energy, university funding,
the CSIRO, and other institutions related to sci-
entific research.

Continued on page 2
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Long Tan —
misdirected indignation

The media worked the news story into a lather. The Vietnamese
government had withdrawn permission for Australian vets to con-
duct a ceremony at the memorial featuring the familiar white cross
at Long Tan, east of Ho Chi Minh City. “‘Kick in the guts’ as
Vietnam bans service”, as the Sydney Morning Herald expressed it.
It appeared the Vietnamese government, for no clear reason at all,
had decided to disrupt the plans of Australian veterans and their
families to mark the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan.
Bastardry on the part of the Communist government was suspected.

Prime Minister Turnbull was reported to have phoned his
Vietnamese counterpart to secure a reversal of the decision or some
sort of compromise. In the end, the planned major commemorative
event was scaled back to a more modest gathering. As the days went
by, however, the government’s and the media’s line that this was
a “last minute” development and completely unreasonable started
to come under pressure. Unease on the part of the Vietnamese
government had been expressed for weeks and the servicemen,
themselves, started to challenge the whole “kick in the guts” line.

Battle of Long Tan commander Harry Smith understood
Vietnamese sensitivity on the issue and said Australia would be
up in arms if Japanese veterans wanted to come to the Northern
Territory capital to pay respects to fallen comrades. Some in the
media, who lived through the controversy generated by the Vietnam
War, took up the analogy. It is worth thinking about. Imagine the
Japanese came here and placed wreaths on the graves of their
fallen comrades, fellow conscripts and cannon fodder for Japanese
imperialism. Few would be offended. But what if the delegation were
to carry their banners, wear military uniform and dwell heavily
on the damage their comrades inflicted on Darwin before their
aircraft were shot down? There would be outrage.

Any mention of the Vietnam War in Australia and the role of
its service men and women sparks a strangely misdirected anger in
some quarters. The Moratorium Movement and other opponents of
Australian involvement in Vietnam are portrayed somehow as the
“enemy”. They supposedly created an atmosphere in which return-
ing soldiers felt unwelcome and unappreciated. The major question
about how this force of mostly conscript soldiers was used and
abused in a US-led invasion and occupation of Vietnam is ignored.
Thanks to the expiry of the secrecy restriction surrounding some
government documents of the time, we now know the Australian
government asked the puppet regime in the south of Vietnam for
an invitation to join in the carnage directed against the national
liberation struggle of the Vietnamese people.

Conscription and the Vietnam War were desperately unpopular
with the Australian people. Everybody’s family lived with the fear
a son’s birth date would come out of the dreaded barrel; that he
would be forced to go and fight in an unjust war. The unpopular-
ity of the war was a major reason for the election of the Whitlam
government. Its first act in government was to abolish conscription
and withdraw Australian forces from the conflict. This was an
immensely popular act.

The truly offensive discrimination against Vietnam vets came
from conservative forces within the government, the bureaucracy
and even the Returned Servicemen’s League. Vets from Vietnam did
not get the same reception as their counterparts from WW2, Korea,
the Malayan “Emergency” and other “victorious” campaigns. Their
claims of disability from contact with the defoliant Agent Orange
were disbelieved as were their symptoms of severe post-traumatic
stress disorder.

The anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan is an appropriate
time to reflect on what a heavy price Australia and the people of the
region have paid for the US alliance. It led the Australian govern-
ment to sacrifice the lives of young men, some as young as 19 — old
enough to die in a war against a whole people engaged in struggle
for independence but not old enough to vote. The anger the media
sought to direct at the government of a now united Vietnam should
be directed at the US alliance and all it represents — the waste of
so many lives and the squandering of resources that should have
gone to meet the needs of the people of Australia and the region.
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Covering memorial celebrations held at Long Than last week,

the commercial media displayed amazing arrogance and political
amnesia. It seems only the ABC remembered the mass anti-

war Vietnam Moratorium movement, and there were other
organisations like Save Our Sons and Another Mother for

Peace which roused public opposition to Australia’s shameful
involvement in the tragic Vietnam War. We should remember
those organisations and also pay tribute to the individuals who
continued their involvement in the ongoing anti-war struggle, long
after the Whitlam government ended our participation in that
hideous conflict. The Guardian is committed to the struggle for
peace, but we really need Press Fund contributions, so please send
us something for the next issue if you possibly can. Many thanks to
this week’s supporters, as follows:

Craig Greer $50, Mark Mannion $5, “Rough Red” $5,
“Round Figure” $10, M Sullivan $5

This week’s total: $75 Progressive total: $5,555

Capitalism
Killing jobs and the environment

Continued from page 1

It says it is “transitioning” from
a mining boom by focusing on iron
ore and natural gas, digging its head
in the sand when it comes to climate
change and the economic impact that
will have in the years to come.

It says it is going to create jobs
by investing an additional $195 bil-
lion in building Australia’s military
capacity over 10 years with only $1.6
billion of that supporting advanced
manufacturing and high tech jobs in
Australia. Most of it will be invested
overseas, in the US or elsewhere.

Prime Minister Malcolm Turn-
bull, in a speech to the Council of
Economic Development on August
17, told a receptive audience: “We
must meet the challenge of getting
our budget under control, bringing
down debt and deficits ...”

That is shorthand for more aus-
terity measures. At the same time
Turnbull and his Treasurer Scott
Morrison are promising $48.7 billion
in cuts to company taxation over the
next 10 years.

The only way to balance a budget
and clear debt when slashing com-
pany taxes is to make even deeper
cuts into health, education, the public
sector, social security and renewable
energy.

Head in the sand

Meanwhile, the government con-
tinues with its head in the sand, deter-
mined to push through the cuts in the
2014-15 Abbott/Hockey budget.

It has issued a challenge to Labor
Opposition leader Bill Shorten to
support its austerity measures. In
Europe such measures have result-
ed in recession, high levels of unem-
ployment and impoverishment. They
would do the same here.

The reality is the government
does not have a plan for Australia,
for the people. It serves the interests
of big business and how to maximise
their profits.

“Everything our government
does is focused on powering eco-
nomic growth — more investment,

a strong and vibrant business sector
and hence more jobs,” Turnbull told
the CEDA gathering.

The government has no econom-
ic, social, environmental or cultur-
al plan for Australia. It shoots from
the hip and jumps when the big end
of town or think tanks such as the
Organisation for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development tell it to jump.
As a capitalist government it is wil-
fully incapable of planning for future
prosperity and well being.

Way forward

Australia needs a strategy to
create jobs, address climate change,
social issues, improve living stand-
ards and the cultural aspects of life
with the aim of developing a sustain-
able and inclusive economy.

As a starting point the focus
should be on the public sector.

Large investments are required
in public education at all levels along
with the abolition of fees. Like-
wise the public health system, with
the public hospital system proper-
ly funded, Medicare improved and
expanded to include full dental care
and a focus on preventative health
care. The government could save
billions of dollars by withdrawing
its subsidies to the private hospital
system.

Public transport and public hous-
ing are two key areas of infrastructure
development that would create jobs,
reduce the production of greenhouse
gases and eliminate homelessness.

Capital controls should be
imposed to prevent the flow of capi-
tal in and out of Australia. Taxation
reforms are required to reduce the tax
paid by those on low incomes and
ensure that the corporate sector pays.
Scales should be developed on pro-
gressive lines, based on ability to pay.

Australia needs a publicly owned
and democratically run national bank
and also national insurance arms with
progressive social charters. These
would soon force private banks to
change some of their practices or lose
customers.
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With a cut in military spending
and conversion of manufacturing
plants, workers could be retrained
to build wind turbines, solar panels
and other equipment for renewable
energy.

As coal mines are closed, plan-
ning for alternative jobs in manufac-
turing, renewable energy, ecotourism
and other areas should see them sup-
ported and able to take on new jobs
within their capability.

For superannuation, a national
scheme could be set up which work-
ers could join on a voluntary basis.
This scheme would be used to pro-
vide defined benefits payments
on retirement — that is an indexed
amount for the remainder of a reti-
ree’s life.

A proportion of superannuation
funds should be dedicated to infra-
structure programs including the
building of public housing.

The age pension should be uni-
versally accessible and public trans-
port free for people over 65 years of
age. Aged, disability and other care
should be public or community, not
based on profit motive.

The funding of such measures
would come from billions of dollars
being slashed from the offensive, war
fighting military budget, the phasing
out of the private health insurance
rebate, reforms to the taxation system
and to ultimately reduced health care
costs.

Re-regulation of the dairy, wheat
and other critical areas of agriculture
could see family farms given a boost
and reduce Australia’s dependency
on imports.

The above are just some of the
alternative policies that would serve
the interests of the people of Austral-
ia and put the country on a sustain-
able path well into the future.

Such change requires a new type
of government. A government pre-
pared to stand up to the monopo-
lies and serve the interests of the
people. &

HAND BACK
CUBAN LAND!
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Vigil for Cuba demanding an end to the blockade — Sydney Martin Place, August 17.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

[The workers] were the nation, the actual Nation; they were about all of it
that was useful or worth saving, or really respect-worthy, and to subtract
them would have been to subtract the Nation and leave behind some dregs,
some refuse, in the shape of a king, nobility and gentry, idle, unproductive,
acquainted mainly with the arts of wasting and destroying, and of no sort of
use or value in any rationally constructed world. , ,

Mark Twain Connecticut Yankee
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NT Juvenile Justice Royal Commission
Protests nationwide

Natalie Cromb & Keira Jenkins

Thousands of people took to the
streets late last month to protest
against the mistreatment of Abo-
riginal and Torres Strait Islander
children in detention.

Rallies, marches and protests
were held in cities across the nation,
with protestors hoping to put an end
to the abuse of Indigenous children
in detention and deaths in custody.

An ABC Four Corners program
last month, showing footage of chil-
dren being tear-gassed, having spit
hoods placed over their heads and
being stripped naked at the Don Dale
Juvenile Detention Centre in Darwin,
sparked the movement across the
country, despite the abuses having
been widely reported previously by
many media organisations including
the Koori Mail.

Perth rally organiser Clinton
Pryor said there was a sense of soli-
darity with people marching not just
in one city, but all over the country
on the same day.

“I was amazed that so many
people marched across the country,”
he told the Koori Mail. I think the
message got across with the whole
country joining together like that, but
there is a lot more work to be done.”

In Sydney hundreds gathered to
protest. Wiradjuri Elder Jenny Munro
spoke powerfully about how fearful
she was for the safety of the young
children shown to be abused in the
footage, and how she holds out no
hope of change following a royal
commission.

She spoke of systemic racism
and the need to fight every battle
and not just come out in support of
the highly publicised battles being
fought by Aboriginal people.

“Allies need to stand beside us
always, not just when the cameras are
rolling,” she said.

Murri poet and activist Ken Can-
ning spoke at the rally and said he
was shocked, along with all of Aus-
tralia, at the abuse, but reminded the
crowd that Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people have been
saying this abuse has existed for a
long time.

“If you want to see real change
and want this abuse to stop, demand
change right now,” he said. “All
institutions need to be investigated
immediately because the abuse is not
confined to the Northern Territory.”

Canning called for the release of
the abused children and for govern-
ment to be accountable for undoing
the damage to the abused children
and called for the Northern Ter-
ritory government to be sacked
immediately.

The peaceful march continued
to the law courts in Sydney where
the crowd shouted for justice for the
Don Dale boys and sacking of the NT
government.

The Warriors of the Aborigi-
nal Resistance organised the rally
in Melbourne, which lasted long
into the night. About 100 protesters,
including three women who locked
themselves in a cage, stayed at the
Flinders Street intersection until
police removed them.

The Warriors of the Aborigi-
nal Resistance Facebook Page read:
“Cops have gone home! We are stay-
ing here until Don Dale is shut. We
need numbers, support and food.
Come down. We are still here.”
Koori Mail &
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“All institutions need to be

investigated immediately because
the abuse is not confined to
the Northern Territory.”

From the archives

The Socialist, December 1980

“So what's it going to be?

The same size as last year or the same
price as last year?"

Looking for the truth?

Want a paper you can trust?
Which is on your side?

Special Guardian subscription offer:

10 issves for $10

See page 11 for subscription form

Close the justice gap
Second Anniversary of Death in Custody of Ms Dhu in WA

Richard Titelius

On August 4, at lunchtime outside
the Central Law Courts in Perth,
more than 50 protesters gathered
to remember Ms Dhu, who died
in custody at the police lockup
exactly two years ago in South
Hedland in the states north west.

The 22 year old Ms Dhu, who
was being held in custody to serve
time for unpaid fines, became
unwell while being detained and
though briefly taken (twice) to hos-
pital, she was returned to custody
where her health deteriorated fur-
ther and later died.

A coronial inquest was held by
the State Coroner, situated at the
Central Law Courts in March of
this year but to date the findings
of the State Coroner have yet to be
released.

In light of the barbaric proceed-
ings which occurred in the Don
Dale Juvenile Detention Centre in
the Northern Territory, where opera-
tional video of what occurred was
screened on the ABC program Four
Corners on July 25, there is grow-
ing pressure on authorities by Ms
Dhu’s family for the State Coroner
to release CCTV footage of police
treatment at the South Hedland
lockup.

Other rallies in Perth in support
of justice for Ms Dhu and the recent
Black Lives Matter rally, where the
family of Ms Dhu addressed the
rally, have called for release of the
CCTV footage of Ms Dhu from the
lockup.

Speakers at the Anniversary
rally included Deaths in Custody
Watch spokesman Paul Kaplan —
whose organisation called the rally
— and Noongar elder Ben Taylor,
both speakers who said there should
be no more deaths in custody and
no more Royal Commissions, as
the State had all the information
it needed to take action and initi-
ate change to prevent further deaths
and reduce rates of Aboriginal
incarceration.

Kaplan said that despite the
damning findings and numerous
recommendations from the 1991
WA Royal Commission into Black
Deaths in Custody recommenda-
tions, Aboriginal deaths continued
to occur in custody, while rates of
incarceration continue to increase,
especially amongst young and
female Aboriginal people — the
latter by 300%.

Federal ALP Senator Sue Lines
and Greens Senator Rachel Siewart,
who have both been tireless advo-
cates on the issue of Black deaths

in custody, addressed the rally with
the latter calling for a bi-partisan
motion in Parliament with the
ALP on the recommendations of
the Royal Commission into Black
Deaths in Custody made 25 years
ago.
One of the final speakers to
address the rally was Noongar
Elder Ted Wilkes who said that not
enough was being done to address
the poor health outcomes of Abo-
riginal people — the Gap on Aborigi-
nal health was not closing but was
widening.

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia calls for action by federal
and state governments on the basis
of the recommendations from the
Royal Commission into Black
Deaths in Custody and for a thor-
ough investigation of matters before
the Royal Commission into the
abuse of youths in detention at the
Don Dale Centre in the Northern
Territory. Closely connected to the
issue of deaths in custody is the lack
of action on closing the gap on Abo-
riginal health and the CPA also calls
for increased efforts to improve
health and life expectancy of Indig-
enous Australians. &
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Grandmothers
take to the streetfs

A group of Aboriginal NSW and
Torres Strait Islander grandmoth-
ers and their supporters have
marched on NSW’s Parliament
House calling for Indigenous chil-
dren to be protected from “abus-
ers” in state-run institutions.

Police stopped traffic as about
100 protesters passed through Syd-
ney’s city centre on National Abo-
riginal and Torres Strait Islander
Children’s Day on August 4 hold-
ing banners and signs and chanting
“bring the children home”.

Addressing the marchers at the
gates of Parliament House, Grand-
mothers Against Removals (GMAR)
organiser Suellyn Tighe said her
people had lost the power to guard
their children from harm.

“We need to take back that power
and get our kids and protect them
from (their) abusers, which is the
Department of Family and Commu-
nity Services in this state,” she shout-
ed through a microphone.

“What we need to do is become
strong, mob up, get together and go
back to our communities and say
‘no more, not in this country, never

EIET)

again’.

The rally came just over a week
after the announcement of a royal
commission into the Northern Ter-
ritory youth detention system. That
announcement followed footage
of boys being stripped naked, tear-
gassed and held in solitary confine-
ment at Darwin’s Don Dale youth
detention centre, shining a light on
issues Indigenous legal and social
justice bodies had been speaking
about for years.

Tighe called for the guards
responsible to be “put on a boat”
and sent away, prompting cheers and
applause. “Our kids are precious.
They don’t deserve that kind of treat-
ment,” she said. Greens MP David
Shoebridge spoke at the rally, saying
decisions about Aboriginal children
should be made by the Aboriginal
community.

“The answer to this isn’t a new
minister with a brand new vision
about how white bureaucrats can
deal with children,” he said. “The
answer to this is returning the deci-
sion making and the powers back to
the Aboriginal community.”

Koori Mail &
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Miner avoids criminal
record, fine

Proponents of the Bylong Coal
Project, prosecuted after delib-
erately providing false and mis-
leading information to the NSW
government about their explora-
tory drilling program, have had
their charges dropped.

Korean state-owned miner
KEPCO and its contractor Worley
Parsons were prosecuted by the
NSW Department of Industry’s
Division of Resources and Energy
(DRE) in last March, after it was
revealed the companies had used
fake photographs purporting to be
of a Bylong property at which they
were seeking permission to drill for
coal.

The photographs were not of
the property, and showed an envi-
ronment completely unlike the area
they were seeking permission to
drill in. When DRE was alerted
to this by the affected landhold-
er, charges were laid against the
companies.

However, in Downing Centre
Local Court last week the charges
were dropped after both companies

lodged an “enforceable undertak-
ing” promising not to do it again.

In this way, the companies have
avoided fines of up to $110,000, and
criminal records.

“Where is this government’s
commitment to enforcement and
compliance of mining regulations?”’
asked Craig Shaw, the affected
landholder that reported the breach.
“These companies have been let
off the hook. They have deliber-
ately broken the law, but they will
not be punished. KEPCO are free
to continue with their plans to turn
the spectacular and unique Bylong
Valley into a mining complex.

“This is a shameful abdica-
tion of duty by the NSW govern-
ment”, commented Steve Phillips,
Hunter regional coordinator for
the Lock The Gate Alliance. “They
have completely failed to hold
these companies to account for their
actions.

“KEPCO have form when it
comes to lying”, alleged Phillips.
“They lied in their EIS about the
predicted water impacts of their coal

Adeloide

mine, saying it would not impact
any private water bores when in fact
it is modelled to impact over 20 of
them.

“But why would KEPCO feel
the need to tell the truth, when there
is no punishment for lying? The
Baird government is sending a mes-
sage to mining companies that they
can do whatever they please, with
impunity. If they get busted lying,
if they get busted breaking the law,
no worries. Sign on the dotted line
and you can get straight back to
business.

“On the other hand, when local
residents come out to protest the
impacts of mining, they are met
with the full force of the law. They
are arrested. They are charged.

“When local residents defeat a
mining proposal in court, the state
government changes the law to
ensure the mining company gets
exactly what it wants.

“Is it any wonder that the public
has completely lost faith in the fair-
ness of mining laws in NSW?”
asked Phillips. @

Diane, Paul & Ralph are proud to announce that their Mum ...

Beryl Miller

is celebrating her 90th birthday this year!

1:00pm - 3:30pm Sunday September 11

Semaphore Workers’ Club

(Esplanade Semaphore — car park at rear)

Please join our celebrations for afternoon tea, coffee, singing, toasts, conversation & laughter. Alcohol @bar prices, pool table,
photo board, time line. No gifts or cards but bring your best pen & add your autograph & pithy comment to the parchment.
Please feel free to share stories, photos or events from when Beryl became a part of your lifel

RSVP for catering arrangements by September 7 to Diane 0415 092 915 or 08 8261 0706

The real

of exploitation

Jyotirmoy Sarkar

I am a part time employee of a
tourism resort and spa in South
Australia. I would like let to let
you know how the housekeepers
are being exploited on a daily
basis in this hospitality entity.
Even though it is managed by one
of the biggest hotel group of the
world, namely the Accor group
of hotels. However, employment
rights are widely violated and
abused due to lack of concern for
the employees of the housekeeping
department of this place.

First of all, the part time con-
tract does not guarantee any fixed
number of hours. Secondly, no
break is given in the middle of the
shift. The law says anyone who
works more than six hours is enti-
tled to get at least a 30 minutes
break else the wage has to be triple.
I have got no lunch break yet in my
one year of continuous work there.

We are forced to work until
we complete all rooms, apartments
and villas we are allocated to clean,
which can be from 10 to 16 in a
day. The verbal abuse is very high
too; immigrant workers are facing
it on daily basis. The manager, Sue

Dunbar, even does not bother to
give someone prior notice of a call
for work — any time of the day she
can call for work and if someone
refuses he or she gets rebuked and
threatened the very next day.

The roster is being changed
very often without consulting with
the worker. The housekeeping man-
ager keeps insisting workers check
the roster before leaving, even
though she changes the roster just
before the shift starts at nine in the
morning.

I am a hospitality worker with
working experience in many other
hotel chains like Starwood Hotels
and Resorts Worldwide, Hyatt, The
Park Hotels and Minor International
but I have never seen a workforce
so insulted, cheated, subjugated and
exploited like this business run by
Accor.

Today I am very happy and
proud that I can expose their real
face of exploitation in front of the
entire work force of Australia and
all of you concerned about your
employment rights. At the same
time we hope to take legal action
against the management to stop
this malicious act against their
workers. &

Support The Guardian by
donating to Press Fund
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Debbie Harris

The campaign to stop the replace-
ment of the qualified teacher work-
force in NSW jails — with people
employed in clerical and trainer
roles — is gaining momentum. The
NSW Teachers’ Federation says
the proposed abolition of the pro-
fessional teacher workforce in the
NSW prison system exemplifies
the global push to commercialise
and privatise public education in
all its forms, including schools.

In addition to ongoing political
lobbying by Federation members
in Corrective Services, schools and
TAFE, and local campaign activities
that are generating media coverage,
the union is working with Unions
NSW and supportive community
organisations to build wider support.

Federation met with the Minis-
ter for Corrections, David Elliott, on
July 27 and requested a stay on any
further implementation of the out-
sourcing plan. Federation representa-
tives stated a preparedness to engage
in negotiation on the two key reasons
the Minister gave for making the
changes in his media release of May
10 — refocusing curriculum delivery
on literacy and numeracy skills and
ensuring that inmates have access to
education and training throughout the
calendar year.

It was pointed out to the Minister
that Corrective Services management
had decided to implement rostering
that required teachers to take leave in
school vacation time. Federation sup-
ports providing teaching and learning
programs all year round, as has been
negotiated for Department of Educa-
tion teachers working in NSW juve-
nile justice centres.

In addition to this meeting, the
union’s Senior Officers also raised
the matter in a meeting on August 3
with Premier Mike Baird and Min-
ister for Skills John Barilaro when
discussing the future of TAFE NSW.

The Premier said he was aware
of concerns with the outsourcing
plan, accepted a copy of the letter to
Minister Elliott and gave an assur-
ance that he would directly consider
the matters involved.

Federation wrote to the Pre-
mier later that day as follows: “In
light of the short timeline that the
Department of Corrective Services
announced for implementation of its
outsourcing plan, and the negative
impact on the morale and wellbeing
of our members, many of whom have
given long and dedicated service to
adult education in NSW jails, Federa-
tion would appreciate your earliest
response on this important matter.”

In the meantime, the union says
it will continue to support members

in Corrective Services in this vital
campaign.

Teaching in
the “big house”

Jail, prison, correctional centre,
“big house” “inside” — these are just
some of the words used to describe
my workplace. It’s not a glamorous
place to work but it’s challenging and
rewarding. I should know —I’ve been
working here for more than 22 years.

After all this time of doing
my best for Corrective Services
(CSNSW), helping to rehabilitate
inmates, receiving numerous awards
and being a manager of a dedicated
team of professional teachers, I was
told in May that [ am soon to be made
redundant.

Most education staff across the
state’s correctional centres are to lose
their jobs; it is heartbreaking.

No expense was spared to get us
all to Sydney to hear the news of our
professional demise. The news was
delivered in cold, hard facts, offering
no recognition of all the good work
we had collectively achieved over
the years.

It had been decided that the Edu-
cation Unit wasn’t effective, lacked
a job skills focus, teachers had no
real expertise, we hadn’t kept up
with changes and education could be
done better and cheaper with special-
ist providers.

It was a real kick in the guts. A
total of 138 education roles will be
lost along with many years of experi-
ence and specialist knowledge. Clerk
positions will replace the teachers
with only one or two clerks in each
centre. These clerks will not need any
education qualifications.

In the proposed change manage-
ment plan there are no longer any
SCEOs (Senior Correctional Educa-
tion Officer) in centres but we can
apply for a lower-level clerical role
at a reduced pay rate. This role would
be mainly data input, facilitating the
access for the external providers to
inmates and resources within the
centre. Needless to say, [ will not be
applying.

During my years at Mannus Cor-
rectional Centre I have seen inmates
come into the Education Unit and
whisper that they can’t read or write
properly. Others have completed a
program where they first learn to read
a children’s storybook: we record
them reading it onto a CD and then
post the book and the CD home to
their children so that they can listen
to Dad read them a story. The pride
the inmate has in himself at this
achievement is well worth seeing.

Our teachers work with stu-
dents who want to learn new skills

Sydney
Vigil
emanding that the USA

stop the blockade on Cuba

" Wednesday September 17 at 12:30 pm
Sydney Town Hall

Also to stop the subversion of funds against Cuba and return
Guantanamo to the Cuban people.
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in horticulture, computers, prepara-
tion for looking for jobs, money mat-
ters, maths, reading, spelling, writing
and workplace health and safety.
Research shows inmates who engage
in adult education while incarcerat-
ed have a 10-15 percent less risk of
returning to jail.

Under a memorandum of under-
standing with TAFE we are able to
offer a variety of TAFE courses that
are relevant to the work inmates do
at our centre and help prepare them
for their release with relevant qual-
ifications. Ours is a small centre
but we have a variety of industries
that employ inmates — a working
farm with sheep and cattle, an apple
orchard, farm maintenance, building
maintenance, ground maintenance,
kitchen and laundry, forestry and a
timber processing plant.

TAFE courses we provide
include logistics, working at heights,
White Card, forklift, food safety,
chemicals, chainsaws and first aid.
These courses are always popular
and have waiting lists.

Corrections Minister David Elli-
ott is misinformed when he says in
his press release that education “will
be outsourced to specialist training
organisations after a review found
the current system in not sufficiently
focused on job skills”. All we do is
prepare inmates for jobs by improv-
ing their basic skills, offering voca-
tional skills and working through
how to apply for jobs after their
release.

The Minister’s comment that we
provide “mainly art and music cours-
es rather than areas linked to inmate
employment” is wrong. Art and
music courses have a very important
place in some correctional centres
but the bulk of our vocational train-
ing is based on the industry needs of
the centre in consultation with indus-
try staff.

Why are we allowing a disen-
franchised group, the most damaged
by our systems and educational expe-
riences to be deemed less deserving
of a good, well-rounded education
provided by qualified teachers in
every centre?

Debbie Harris is Senior Correctional
Education Officer at Mannus CC
and Vice President of the Corrective
Services Teachers Association. She
has written on the axing of jail
educator jobs in her blog Deb’s
World. &
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In respect to last week’s Guardian front page on the privacy inva-
sion of the census rollout, Dingo thought it appropriate to make
one observation. Experts from tech companies and cyber secu-
rity advisors warned the government of the dangers inherent in
the government’s online census plan. Here’s one of them, James
Turner, a cyber security advisor with the company IBRS. “Leading
up to the night [of the census], spokespeople from the Australian
Bureau of Statistics and some politicians were making impossible
claims, guaranteeing perfect security. Claims of being able to deliv-
er perfect security, guaranteeing no data breaches and no data
misuse, are simply not credible. Many of us in the cyber security
industry were vocal with our concerns. Additionally, many privacy
experts were very concerned about the ABS starting what amounts
to a longitudinal study of individuals by retaining people’s names.”

While we watch the rise-and-rise of a billionaire property develop-
er towards the US presidency, we should keep in mind that US
politics has always had an open door to fascists and their ide-
ology. At the end of WW2 many members of Nazi Germany’s
hierarchy were given a home, a highly paid job (mostly in weapons
development and production) and in many cases a comfortable
retirement pension. One such was munitions baron Alfried Krupp.
Joining the Nazi party in 1938, during the war he became head
of a weapons empire. His factories covered 15 square kilometres
and “employed” 160,000 workers, many of them concentration
camp slave labour. At the end of the war he was tried as a war
criminal and sentenced to 12 years imprisonment. But in 1951,
John J McCloy, the US High Commissioner, commuted the sen-
tence and returned to Herr Krump what had been his. By 1959
the Krupp corporation’s sales had risen to over a billion dollars.

It is safe to assume that there is general support by the public for
Labor’s call for a royal commission into the big four banks and
their profit gouging, reinforced last week by the Commonwealth
Bank’s announcement that they expect to unveil a record prof-
it of $9.5 billion. A most telling comment came — as it sometimes
does — from the cartoon accompanying a piece in The Age news-
paper, with a bank executive who is being handed a sack of $9.5
billion exclaiming “Now that’s what | call a royal commission.”

The sudden death in Britain of the Duke of Westminster last week
at the age of 64 may not have shaken your world, but keep in
mind they’re our royal family. By inheriting his father’s fortune —
around $14 billion — the 25 year old new duke has become the
third richest person in the UK and the 68th in the world. Hugh was
born into great wealth and brought up in the surroundings of the
4,400 hectare Eaton Hall family estate. Anyone for a republic?
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A crime against humanity

Felicity Arbuthnot

When Paul Tibbets was 13 years old he
flew a bi-plane over Florida’s Miami Beach
dropping a promotional cargo of Babe Ruth
Candy Bars directly on to the promotional
target area, in an advertising stunt. It was
his first solo flight and: “From that moment
he became hooked on flying.”

He became a test pilot and: “one of the first
Americans to fly in world War Two.” Seven-
teen years later he had graduated from dropping
Candy Bars to dropping the world’s first atomic
bomb on Hiroshima.

Thirty years later, the now retired Briga-
dier-General Paul Warfield Tibbets Junior told
authors Gordon Thomas and Max Morgan-
Witts, for their minutely detailed and defini-
tive book on one of the world’s greatest crimes,
of the background to the venture. Most would
surely conclude it was a criminal project from
the start, on every level.

Tibbets told the authors:

“I got called on this bomb job ... I was told
I was going to destroy one city with one bomb.
That was quite a thought ... We had, working in
my organisation, a murderer, three men guilty
of manslaughter and several felons; all of them
had escaped from prison.

“The murderer was serving life; the man-
slaughter guys were doing 10 to 15 years; the
felons three to five. After escaping they had
enlisted under false names. They were all
skilled technicians ... They were all good, real
good at their jobs and we needed ‘em. We told
them that if they gave us no trouble, they would
have no trouble from us.

“After it was over, we called each of them
in and handed them their dossiers and a box of
matches and said ‘Go burn ‘em.’ You see, I was
not running a police department, I was running
an outfit that was unique.”

The crime which the “outfit” committed
was also unique, making the odd murder, man-
slaughter or felony on home soil pale into insig-
nificance in comparison.

In Hiroshima, a millisecond after 8.16am,
on August 6, 1945, the temperature at the core
of the hundreds of feet wide fireball reached
50,000,000 degrees. Flesh burned two miles
distant from its outer parameters: 80,000 people
were killed or mortally injured instantly. The
main area targeted was “the city’s principal
residential, commercial and military quarters.”

The entrance to the Shima Clinic was
flanked by great stone columns — “They were
rammed straight down in to the ground.” The
building was destroyed: “The occupants were
vaporised.”

Just three of the city’s 55 hospitals remained
usable, 180 of Hiroshima’s 200 doctors were
dead or injured and 1,654 of 1,780 nurses.

Sixty-two thousand buildings were
destroyed as were all utilities and transportation
systems. Just 16 fire-fighting vehicles remained
workable.

People standing, walking, the schoolgirls
manning the communications centre in Hiroshi-
ma Castle and 90 percent of the castle’s occu-
pants, including American prisoners of war,
were also vaporised. Gives a whole new mean-
ing to the US military’s much vaunted “No sol-
dier left behind.”

“The radiant heat set alight Radio Hiro-
shima, burnt out the tramcars, trucks, railway
rolling stock.

“Stone walls, steel doors and asphalt pave-
ment glowed red hot.” Clothing fused to skin.
“More than a mile from the epicentre” men’s
caps fused to their scalps, women’s kimonos to
their bodies and children’s socks to their legs.
All the above decimations happened in the time
a crew member of the US bomber, Enola Gay,
took to blink from the flash behind his goggles.

What he saw when he opened them and looked
down was, he said “a peep into hell.”

At home base, as Hiroshima was inciner-
ated, a party was being prepared to welcome
the arsonists. ”The biggest blow out” with free
beer, all star soft ball game, a jitter bug dance
contest, prizes, star attractions, a movie and the
cooks working overtime to prepare a sumptu-
ous fare.

Hiroshima’s destruction had a uranium-
based detonation. Three days later on August
9, Nagasaki was destroyed by a plutonium-
based detonation to ascertain which would be
the most “effective” in the new nuclear age
warfare.

Not even a nod or thought had been given
to the Hague Convention which had very spe-
cific legal guidelines to protect civilians in war.
One might speculate that Hiroshima also vapor-
ised any pretension of such considerations for
all time, in spite the subsequent Geneva Con-
vention and its additional protocols.

“Death from the sky”

In May this year, President Obama visited
Hiroshima, he said: “Seventy-one years ago, on
a bright cloudless morning, death fell from the
sky and the world was changed. A flash of light
and a wall of fire destroyed a city and demon-
strated that mankind possessed the means to
destroy itself.

“Why do we come to this place, to Hiro-
shima? We come to ponder a terrible force
unleashed in a not-so-distant past. We come to
mourn the dead, including over 100,000 Japa-
nese men, women and children, thousands of
Koreans, a dozen Americans held prisoner.

“Their souls speak to us. They ask us to
look inward, to take stock of who we are and
what we might become.”

Obama ended his Hiroshima address with:
“Those who died, they are like us. Ordinary

people understand this, I think. They do not
want more war. They would rather that the
wonders of science be focused on improving
life and not eliminating it. When the choices
made by nations, when the choices made by
leaders, reflect this simple wisdom, then the
lesson of Hiroshima is done.”

For a Nobel Peace Prize Laureate and a
constitutional law expert, his words are espe-
cially cheap. The man who began his Presiden-
cy with a public commitment to build a nuclear
weapons-free world (speech in Czech Republic,
April 5,2009) has, mind bendingly, committed
to a 30-year, one trillion dollar nuclear arsenal
upgrade.

The epitaph at Hiroshima was written by
Tadayoshi Saika, Professor of English Litera-
ture at Hiroshima University. He also provided
the English translation, “Let all the souls here
rest in peace for we shall not repeat the evil.”

On November 3, 1983, an explanation
plaque in English was added in order to convey
Professor Saika’s intent that “we” refers to “all
humanity”, not specifically the Japanese or
Americans, and that the “error” is the “evil of
war””:

“The inscription on the front panel offers
a prayer for the peaceful repose of the victims
and a pledge on behalf of all humanity never
to repeat the evil of war. It expresses the spirit
of Hiroshima — enduring grief, transcending
hatred, pursuing harmony ... and yearning for
genuine, lasting world peace.”

Did President Obama have a twinge of con-
science as he read it? Or did he even bother? He
is surely amongst the most unworthy of Nobel
Peace Prize Laureates. And will the rest of the
world heed the words, the pledge and the spirit,
before it is too late?
globalresearch.ca &
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The shame of Milwaukee

Jesse Jackson*

Now it is Milwaukee. On Saturday,
a car with two African-American
men was stopped for “suspicion”.
The men fled, the policeman pur-
sued, and the driver, reportedly
armed, was shot and Killed.

And Milwaukee exploded. Angry
crowds confronted police, set fires,
threw rocks. At least a half-dozen
businesses — including a grocery
store, a gas station, and an auto parts
shop — were robbed or destroyed.

The Saturday shooting was part
of a weekend filled with violence in
Milwaukee. Five people were shot
and killed overnight Friday.

Milwaukee law mandates an
investigation of any police shoot-
ing. Immediately, focus goes to the
harsh relations between police and
the community. But to understand the
reaction to the shooting, it is neces-
sary to go much deeper.

This city is “a powder keg”,
Alderman Khalif Rainey told The
Washington Post. “This entire com-
munity has sat back and witnessed
how Milwaukee has become the
worst place to live for African-Amer-
icans in the entire country. Now this
is a warning cry ... Do we continue
— continue with the inequities, the
injustice, the unemployment, the
under-education? The black people
of Milwaukee are tired. They’re tired
of living under this oppression. This
is their existence. This is their life.
This is the life of their children.”

An exaggeration? An excuse for
rioters? Inflated rhetoric? Consider
Milwaukee’s stark realities.

Milwaukee [in the mid-west state
of Wisconsin] is the most segregat-
ed city in the United States. Black
household income is the third lowest
in the US. Its black poverty rate is the
highest in the US.

These are figures presented in a
haunting and damning 2015 report,
“The Shame of Milwaukee: Race,
Segregation and Inequality,” by
Marc V Levine of the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

The data show a black popula-
tion segregated into neighbourhoods
of concentrated poverty with declin-
ing prospects. Real black household
income in 1979 was $39,105; in

Box Flat, Queensland, 1972

17 killed
in massive

explosion

On July 31, 1972 a tremendous
explosion shattered the Box Flat
coal mine near Ipswich in Queens-
land. Seventeen men were killed
and three others injured. One of
the injured died two years later
from the extensive injuries sus-
tained that day.

The men who were killed
included seven members of a rescue
squad who had been called to the
mine when fire had been detected
the day before.

With the danger of further
explosions from the raging fire and
the build up of methane the grim
but inescapable decision to seal the
mine was made. The bodies of three
men who had been at the top of the
mine and were killed by the force of
the explosion were recovered, but
14 remained underground.

The Miners’ Federation believed
that the greater quantities of dust in
mines from the use of new machin-
ery was responsible for the explo-
sion. A special meeting of the
Queensland Board of Management
said that the disaster “emphasises
the need for vigilance, improve-
ment in preventive measures and
upgrading of regulations in keeping
with technological advance.” They
added that history has unfortunately
proved that it takes tragedies of this

sort to convince the authorities that
safety regulations require continu-
ous review and enforcement.

The subsequent inquiry recom-
mended a complete review of the
Act in regard to treatment of coal
dust, the establishment of a Safety
in Mines organisation and the pro-
duction of a manual to set out the
principles of dealing with mine fires
among other measures. The board
of inquiry’s recommendations failed
to move the Queensland Bjelke
Petersen government to action.
They remained unimplemented
until three years later, when disaster
struck again, at Kianga.

In a statement, the Federation
said:

“The coal mining industry has
been subject to very revolutionary
technological changes, and regula-
tions have followed behind these
changes. The task is to ensure that
there are no long gaps between
these technological changes and the
necessary legislation to safeguard
the men.”

These words still hold true, as
we fight the renewed battle for regu-
lation of dust in mines subsequent
to the re-emergence of black lung
disease.

CFMEU Mining Division &
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2013 it was $27,438, a foul decline
of nearly 30 percent. Household
income for all races in Milwaukee
has declined over the course of this
century, but far worse for blacks and
Hispanics than whites.

Nearly 40 percent of African-
Americans are in poverty, up from
27 percent in 1969. Nearly 40 per-
cent of African-Americans in the
core working age (25-54) are unem-
ployed. This is in stunning contrast to
the 15.2 percent black unemployment
rate in 1970. For males aged 20-24,
the beginning of a work life, over
two-thirds of blacks are unemployed
—68.4 percent — a staggering increase
from 25.3 percent in 1970.

Schools are doubly segregated
by race and by poverty. Seventy-
one percent of black students attend
“hyper-segregated schools” — those
in which at least 9 of 10 students are
minority. Nearly half of all black stu-
dents go to schools with 90 percent
poverty rates.

In 1963, Dr Martin Luther King
launched the modern civil rights
movement in Birmingham, Alabama,
saying, “Birmingham is probably the

most thoroughly segregated city in
the United States. I am in Birming-
ham because injustice is here.”

Well, the injustice is worse in
modern Milwaukee than it was in
segregated Birmingham. Black pov-
erty, unemployment, and impover-
ished neighbourhoods are all worse.
The percentage of blacks attending
hyper-segregated schools in today’s
Milwaukee is far worse than the Jim
Crow schools of Birmingham (71
percent to 56 percent).

This is, as Alderman Rainey
stated, a powder keg. Police are
tasked with “keeping order”. That is
like trying to stop a seething volcano
from exploding by suppressing the
gases coming out of the top. Even
doing that skilfully won’t work.

Milwaukee is not the worst.
Black income has plummeted more
in Cleveland and Detroit. School seg-
regation is worse in New York and
Chicago.

Violence stalks the mean streets
of impoverished urban neighbour-
hoods across the country.

And this obscene injustice gets
worse with no action and little notice.
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The poor are barely mentioned by
either presidential candidate, the
New York Times reports. And they are
largely ignored by the media.

On Saturday and Sunday, riots
occurred in Milwaukee, a major
American city.

That didn’t make front page of
the Monday New York Times, which
led with stories above the fold about
a Trump adviser, liberal worries
about Hillary Clinton, and malaria in
Venezuela.

In Birmingham, Dr King’s cry
against the injustice of segrega-
tion touched the conscience of con-
cerned citizens across the country.
Will anyone hear the cry of the north
side of Milwaukee, or the south side
of Chicago? Or will our cities have
to explode before action replaces
neglect?

*Reverend Jesse Jackson is the
founder and president of the
Rainbow PUSH Codlition. He was a
leader in the civil rights movement
alongside Dr Martin Luther King,

Jr and was twice a candidate for
President of the United States.
People’s World &

Self-regulation a disaster

More Black Lung victims revealed

The mining union has been made
aware of a further three cases of
Black Lung disease victims which
the Mines Department has been
made aware of, but are yet to be
publicly announced, including one
victim who sadly has passed away.
A retired miner who worked
in Ipswich mines died on Sunday
July 31 bringing the total number of
cases of Black Lung disease to more
than 30, including the 18 cases
revealed through the sample of
248 cases checked by international
expert Dr Bob Cohen; and 11 cases
confirmed by the Department.
CFMEU Mining and Energy
division Queensland District Presi-
dent Steve Smyth said the number
would continue to rise until seri-
ous steps are taken to address dust
levels in underground coal mines.
“There are many more out there
with the disease but they are too
afraid to come forward for fear of
losing their job and everything else
with it,” Smyth said.
“Given BHP and other com-
panies have already knocked back

workers’ compensation claims from
Black Lung disease victims, many
of the workers simply don’t think

it is worth the risk to come forward
and are soldiering on in the mines
instead.

“This is a crisis and the union
has been warning the numbers will
skyrocket for some time — that is
starting to happen now but unfortu-
nately we’re only seeing the tip of
the iceberg.”

Smyth said the time had come
for more serious and immedi-
ate action from the government,
focussed on reducing the legal dust
limit in coal mines.

“We know that mining compa-
nies are afraid of having independ-
ent inspectors coming in to check
dust levels and you don’t have to be
a genius to figure out why — they’re
simply not operating at legal levels
and they don’t want to.

“People will continue to get
Black Lung disease until we reduce
dust levels in Queensland coal
mines and stop this crazy situa-
tion where mining companies who

caused this problem get to control
the monitoring and compliance
regime.”

Queensland mines have higher
permissible legal dust limits (3mg
per cubic metre) compared with
New South Wales (2.5mg per
cubic metre), and the United States
(1.5mg per cubic metre).

In the twelve months since the
return of Black Lung disease was
made public, there has been no
change to the legal dust limit; nor
to the self-regulation of dust levels
that have led to this problem.

“We want to see the Queensland
government act to end the self-regu-
lation of dust levels because mining
companies have breached the com-
munity’s trust.

“Self-regulation has proved an
absolute disaster and is now cost-
ing dozens of miners their lives
and many more their health. It
needs to be ended now and not put
off to some other time down the
track”. @
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Push to reverse gains

Emile Schepers

As the Brazilian Senate proceeds
with the impeachment trial of sus-
pended President Dilma Rousseff,
the right-wing interim president,
Michel Temer and his cabinet
are blasting ahead with efforts to
undo all the social reforms under-
taken by Rousseff’s government
and that of her predecessor, Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva.

Specifically, Temer and his
“Cattle, Bible, and Bullets”(Boi,
Biblia y Bala) gang of right-wing
extremists (so named because they
include a large representation of
large-scale cattle ranchers, Evan-
gelical Christians and gun nuts) are
aiming to amend the 1988 constitu-
tion, which established health care as
a right of the Brazilian people.

The people in charge of this effort
include Temer’s Minister of Health,
Ricardo Barros, whose roots are in
the ill-named and right-wing “Pro-
gressive Party” (Partido Progressista
or PP). Barros has proceeded to make
such outrageous statements about
health care and other things that he
has ended up being a laughingstock
in the view of many, but this does not
seem to either bother or deter him or
his boss, Mr Temer.

Public health
“business”

Ricardo Barros does not have
a healthcare background, or any
healthcare knowledge as far as
anyone can see. He is, rather, a poli-
tician and businessman. He was a

federal deputy from Parana in the
legislature until he was appointed
minister of health by Temer on May
12 of this year.

Like most of Temer’s cabinet
and close advisors, he has also been
accused of corrupt practices, includ-
ing fraud involving a public rela-
tions contract when he was a local
government official in 2011. As a
federal deputy, he voted in April to
proceed with impeachment proceed-
ings against Rousseff, and also voted
against taking action to remove Edu-
ardo Cunha as Speaker of the Cham-
ber of Deputies, again because of the
very credible corruption accusations
against Cunha. But Cunha was even-
tually kicked out anyway.

Barros did not hold the post
very long before he got into hot
water for some generalisations he
made about the Brazilian people. On
July 15, he delivered the following
pearls of wisdom when addressing
a meeting of the Brazilian Medical
Association in Sdo Paulo: The “cul-
ture of the Brazilian” leads people
to “imagine” illnesses from which
they do not, in reality, suffer. Barros
went on to explain that “the majority
of the people come to health centres
or primary care with psychosomat-
ic effects ... If the patient does not
leave with a prescription or with an
appointment for an examination, he
feels he was not ‘consulted’. This is a
[cultural characteristic] of the people,
and I find that we all have to change,
because this is not compatible with
the resources we have.”

So his motives in discovering
this strange cultural characteristic of

the Brazilian people were clear: “We
don’t have the money to be giving
examinations and handing out medi-
cines which are not necessary, just in
order to satisfy people so that they
think they were well taken care of at
the health centre,” he explained.

Dismantling health
system

Barros’s statements dovetailed
with efforts of Temer’s right-wing
government to gut the Comprehen-
sive Health System, Sistema Unico
de Saude or SUS, which was estab-
lished by the constitution of 1988.
The effort is being carried forth as
a constitutional amendment, called
PEC (Constitutional Amendment
Project) 241, which would establish
a ceiling or cap for health care expen-
ditures, in a country where nobody
except Barros thinks that available
health care resources provide luxury
level care.

In fact, one of the complaints that
led to large scale demonstrations in
2013 was that not enough money
was being put into health care; one
of the responses of the government
was the Mais Medicos (More Doc-
tors) project in which a large number
of mostly Cuban healthcare workers
were brought in to provide services to
under-served communities. But now
there is talk in the Temer government
of also eliminating the Mais Medicos
program. Another plan is to establish
a lower-level, minimalist healthcare
plan for lower-income communities.

There are large-scale pro-
tests in Brazil, led by a wide range

Guardian

N\

Temer and his gang of right-wing extremists are aiming to amend the 1988
constitution, which established health care as a right of the Brazilian people.

of organisations, against Temer’s
budgetary priorities and, specifical-
ly, Barros’ plans for healthcare. On
August 9, 54 organisations of various
kinds sent a letter to interim presi-
dent Temer, House of Deputies Chair
Rodrigo Maia, and Senate President
Renan Calheiros, demanding no ero-
sion of the constitutional guarantee
behind SUS.

Others have been demanding that
Ricardo Barros be removed as health
minister, but he blunders merrily on.
He has also claimed that women visit
the doctor too much, more than men,
because men are working and women
are not working. This enraged wom-
en’s organisations, which is unlikely

to have much impact on Temer’s all-
male and all-male-chauvinist cabinet.

In the event that Dilma Rouss-
eff wins her struggle in the Senate
and is returned to power, Temer and
his ministers, including Barros, will
all be gone. A referendum may take
place, which is likely to repudiate
the policies that Temer, Barros, and
the rest have foisted on the Brazil-
ian people.

There could be a room for a
person like this in a Donald Trump
cabinet in the United States, though.
He’d fit right in.

People’s World &

Rio’s hidden poor

Michelle Zacarias

The elimination of transportation for poor
and working-class Brazilians, however, is

The 2016 Summer Olympics are so far
proving to be a milestone for athletes from
all walks of life. A number of young up-
and-coming contenders — such as Simone
Biles, Laurie Hernandez, Joseph Schooling
— have already established themselves as
fierce competitors, while visitors from vari-
ous countries flock to watch and celebrate
the diverse talents on display. The overall
roster of gold, silver, and bronze victories
have inspired national pride in citizens
around the globe.

Nevertheless, beyond the Olympic glitz,
there was much preparation behind the scenes
of the summer games. While the public reno-
vations done in Rio de Janeiro paint a pic-
ture of infrastructural prosperity, many locals
have suffered under the government’s “urban
renewal” programs. The impact of hosting
one of the most widely-celebrated events in
the world has fallen hardest on the impover-
ished black and brown Indigenous communi-
ties of Rio.

Most of the displacement that occurred
has been due to construction of the Olympic
Park and its surrounding venues. Rio’s heavi-
est tourist area is in the South Zone, where the
famous Christ the Redeemer statue is located,
along with many other popular beach sites.

A large percentage of the poor and work-
ing-class populations, however, live in “Zona
Norte” the North Zone, a district that is cur-
rently undergoing heavy bus “rerouting”
and cuts. The city justified these changes by
saying they were necessary in order to trans-
port tourists during the Olympic Games, but
some have speculated that it was a strate-
gic way to ensure the poorer residents of the
North Zone have difficulty making their way
down to the more popular attractions.

only the tip of the iceberg. Olympic organis-
ers have not only created physical distance
between themselves and the locals affected by
gentrification, but they have also begun to vis-
ibly erase their existence from the community.

In 2010, the city erected a 10-foot high,
5-mile long wall stretching out along the
“Linha Vermhelha,” a motorway that heads
out from the international airport. The mas-
sive barrier was primarily set up to wall off
the city’s “favelas” — the Brazilian shanty
towns which were originally created as a
home for formerly enslaved Africans — and
which are now known for housing the poorest
sectors of the population.

The construction of these slums stem
from the rural exodus of the 1970°s when
black and brown residents moved into urban
areas but were kept out of the city centre.
Favelas have become known for drug traf-
ficking and violence, although residents have
stated that beyond their own socio economic
barriers, they have more fear of heavy police
presence in their neighbourhoods.

Residents of the favelas were originally
told that the wall was being constructed for
their benefit, and that it was intended to mini-
mise noise and create an “acoustic barrier”
against the increasing traffic of tourists and
visitors. Yet, over time, it became clear the
structure not only served as a physical means
of segregating poverty-stricken communities,
but also a metaphorical embodiment of black
and brown erasure in Brazil.

When the structure was first proposed in
2009 it was estimated that up to 600 homes
would be destroyed during the wall’s con-
struction, but the government claimed that
new public housing would be provided for
those left homeless. The replacement housing

The structure not only served as a physical means of segregating poverty-stricken communities,
but also a metaphorical embodiment of black and brown erasure in Brazil.

facilities, however, were stationed even far-
ther outside of the city — amounting to the
systemic exile of Rio’s poorer residents.

Some of the displaced families chose
compensation rather than be relocated even
further away from resources and opportuni-
ties. Those who chose to stand their ground
and fight against the displacement were bru-
talised by the police and dragged from their
homes against their will.

In the meantime, the Olympic Games

proceed, the Temer coup government sup-
presses protests, and much of the world turns
a blind eye as communities continue to face
forced evictions in the name of tourism and
urban revitalisation.

The ongoing disenfranchisement, taking
place right at the heart of the Olympic
Games, enables the marginalisation of the
impoverished.

People’s World &
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War danger

International

Conn Hallinan

A combination of recent events
underpinned by long-running his-
torical strains reaching back more
than 60 years has turned the west-
ern Pacific into one of the most
hazardous spots on the globe. The
tension between China and the US
“is one of the most striking and
dangerous themes in international
politics,” says The Financial Times
long-time commentator and China
hand, Gideon Rachman.

In just the past five months, war-
ships from both countries — includ-
ing Washington’s closest ally in the
region, Japan — have done everything
but ram one another. And, as Beijing
continues to build bases on scattered
islands in the South China Sea, the
US is deploying long-range nuclear
capable strategic bombers in Austral-
ia and Guam.

At times, the rhetoric from both
sides is chilling. When Washington
sent two aircraft carrier battle groups
into the area, Chinese defence minis-
try spokesman Yang Yujun cautioned
the Americans to “be careful.” While
one US admiral suggested drawing
“the line” at the Spratly Islands close
to the Philippines, an editorial in the
Chinese Communist Party’s Global
Times warned that US actions “raised
the risk of physical confrontation
with China.” The newspaper went
on to warn that “if the United States’
bottom line is that China has to halt
its activities, then a US-China war is
inevitable in the South China Sea.”

Earlier this month, China’s
Defence Minister Chang Wanquan
said Beijing should prepare for a
“people’s war at sea.” Add to this
the appointment of an extreme right-
wing nationalist as Japan’s defence
minister and the decision to deploy
anti-ballistic missile interceptors in
South Korea and the term “volatile
region” is a major understatement.

Deep historical roots
Some of these tensions go back to
the 1951 Treaty of San Francisco that
officially ended WW?2 in Asia. That
document, according to Canadian

researcher Kimie Hara, was drawn up
to be deliberately ambiguous about
the ownership of a scatter of islands
and reefs in the East and South China
Seas. That ambiguity set up tensions
in the region that Washington could
then exploit to keep potential rivals
off balance.

The current standoff between
China and Japan over the Senkakus/
Diaoyu islands — the Japanese use the
former name, the Chinese the latter
— is a direct outcome of the Treaty.
While Washington has no official
position on which country owns the
tiny uninhabited archipelago, it is
committed to defend Japan in case
of any military conflict with China.
On August 2, the Japanese Defence
Ministry accused China of engaging
in “dangerous acts that could cause
unintended consequences.”

Tokyo’s new defence minister,
Tomomi Inada, is a regular visi-
tor to the Yasukuni shrine that hon-
ours Japan’s war criminals, and she
is a critic of the post-war Tokyo war
crimes trials. She also has called
for re-examining the 1937 Nanjing
massacre that saw Japanese troops
murder as many as 300,000 Chinese.
Her appointment by Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe seems almost calculated
to anger Beijing.

Abe is also pushing hard to
overturn a part of the Japanese con-
stitution that bars Tokyo from using
its military forces for anything but
defending itself. Japan has one of the
largest and most sophisticated navies
in the world.

Over the past several weeks, Chi-
nese Coast Guard vessels and fishing
boats have challenged Japan’s territo-
rial claims on the islands, and Chi-
nese and Japanese warplanes have
been playing chicken. In one partic-
ularly worrisome incident, a Japanese
fighter locked its combat radar on a
Chinese fighter-bomber.

Behind the bellicose behaviour
on the China and US sides is underly-
ing insecurity, a dangerous condition
when two nuclear-armed powers are
at loggerheads.

The “Asia Pivot”

From Beijing’s perspective,
Washington is trying to “contain”
China by ringing it with American
allies, much as the US did to the
Soviet Union during the Cold War.
Given recent moves in the region,
it is hard to argue with Beijing’s
conclusion.

After a 20-year absence, the US
military is back in the Philippines.
Washington is deploying anti-missile

IPAN National Conference
Alice Springs 2016

The Chifley, Alice Springs Resort

34 Stott Terrace, Alice Springs

Pine Gap: Serving US Militarism for 50 years ...
Time for Independence?

Saturday 1st October 2016 ~ 8:30am - 5:00pm

IPAN Public Forum Pine Gap: Secrets in the Centre
Friday 30th September 2016  6:30pm - 8:00pm

Speakers:

Prof. Lisa Natividad (University of Guam)

Prof. Kosuzu Abe (University of Ryukyus, Okinawa)
Prof Richard Tanter (University of Melbourne)

Senator Scott Ludlam (Australian Greens)

Joint Cavalcade to Pine Gap gates
Sunday 2nd October 9:00am - 12:00pm

IPAN members, conference attendees, and activists join together
in a public and authorised cavalcade from Alice Springs to Pine Gap

systems in South Korea and Japan
and deepening its military relations
with Australia, Vietnam, Indonesia,
and India. The Obama administra-
tion’s “Asia pivot” has shifted the
bulk of US armed forces from the
Atlantic and the Middle East to Asia.
Washington’s Air Sea Battle strate-
gy — just renamed “Joint Concept for
Access and Manoeuvre in the Global
Commons” — envisions neutralising
China’s ability to defend its home
waters.

China is in the process of mod-
ernising much of its military, in large
part because Beijing was spooked by
two American operations. First, the
Chinese were stunned by how quick-
ly the US military annihilated the
Iraqi army in the first Gulf War, with
virtually no casualties on the Ameri-
can side. Then there was having to
back down in 1996, when the Clinton
administration deployed two aircraft
carrier battle groups in the Taiwan
Straits during a period of sharp ten-
sion between Beijing and Taipei.

In spite of all its upgrades, how-
ever, China’s military is a long way
from being able to challenge the US.
The Chinese navy has one small air-
craft carrier, the US has 10 enormous
ones, plus a nuclear arsenal vastly
bigger than Beijing’s modest force.
China’s last war was its disastrous
1979 invasion of Vietnam, and the
general US view of the Chinese mili-
tary is that it is a paper dragon.

That thinking is paralleled in
Japan, which is worrisome. Japan’s
aggressive nationalist government is
more likely to initiate something with
China than is the US. For instance,
the crisis over the Senkaku/Diaoy-
us was started by Japan. First, Tokyo
violated an agreement with Beijing
by arresting some Chinese fisher-
men and then unilaterally annexed
the islands. The Japanese military has
always had an over-inflated opinion
of itself and traditionally underesti-
mated Chinese capabilities.

In short, the US and Japan are not
intimidated by China’s “New Model
Army,” nor do they see it as a serious
threat. That is dangerous thinking if
it leads to the conclusion that China
will always back down when a con-
frontation turns ugly. Belligerence
and illusion are perilous companions
in the current tense atmosphere.

The scheduled deployment of
the US Theatre High Altitude Area
Defence (THAAD) anti-missile sys-
tems has convinced Beijing that the
US is attempting to neutralise Chi-
na’s nuclear missile force, a not irra-
tional conclusion. While anti-missile
systems are billed as “defensive,”
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they can just as easily be consid-
ered part of the US’s basic “counter-
force” strategy. The latter calls for a
first strike on an opponent’s missiles,
backstopped by an anti-ballistic mis-
sile system that would destroy any
enemy missiles the first strike missed.

China is pledged not to use
nuclear weapons first, but, given
the growing ring of US bases and
deployment of anti-missile systems,
that may change. China is consider-
ing moving to a “launch on warn-
ing” strategy, which would greatly
increase the possibility of an acci-
dental nuclear war.

The AirSea Battle strategy calls
for conventional missile strikes
aimed at knocking out command
centres and radar facilities deep into
Chinese territory. But given the US’s
“counterforce” strategy, Chinese
commanders might assume those
conventional missiles are nuclear
tipped and aimed at decapitating Chi-
na’s nuclear deterrent.

According to Amitai Etzioni of
Washington University, a former
senior advisor to President Jimmy
Carter, “China is likely to respond
to what is effectively a major attack
on its mainland with all the military
means at its disposal — including its
stockpile of nuclear arms.”

A report by the Union of Con-
cerned Scientists concluded that if
China moves to “launch on warn-
ing,” such a change “would dramati-
cally increase the risk of a nuclear
exchange by accident — a dangerous
shift that the US could help to avert.”

President Obama is said to be
considering adopting a “no first use”
pledge, but he has come up against
stiff opposition from his military and
the Republicans. “I would be con-
cerned about such a policy,” says US
Air Force Secretary Deborah Lee
James. “Having a certain degree of
ambiguity is not necessarily a bad
thing.”

But given the possibility of acci-
dents — or panic by military com-
manders — “ambiguity” increases the
risk that someone could misinterpret
an action. Once a nuclear exchange
begins it may be impossible to stop,
particularly knowing that the US
“counterforce” strategy targets an
opponent’s missiles. “Use them, or
lose them” is an old saying among
nuclear warriors.

In any case, the standard response
to an anti-missile system is to build
more launchers and warheads, some-
thing the world does not need more
of.

People’s World &
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“We need justice”

On Wednesday August 24 I go
to court, Waverley Local Court,
to answer three charges of graf-
fiti and two charges of criminal
damage. 1 chalked, and later
spray-painted OMID (“hope” in
Farsi) on PM Turnbull’s office in
Edgecliff in Sydney. Omid is the
first name of Omid Masoumali,
a 24 year old Iranian refugee on
Nauru, who burned himself to
death on Nauru. He was one of
our government’s hostages.

When I first heard of Omid’s ter-
rible death, much of our activism, ral-
lies and vigils, seemed inadequate,
to say the least. We must have them,
but we must also do more. That was
in my mind, and the frustration that
many of us feel at the flagrant abuse
of human rights that go unreported
or minimally reported in our media.
I did not mean to be arrested, and
I would not have been if I had not
gone back repeatedly to the office,
then stood back too long admiring
my work.

People are welcome to come to
my hearing. And there will be an
activists’ rally in front of it, from
9-10am, Wednesday August 24.
Waverley Local Court is at 151
Bronte Road on the 440 bus route.
There will be inspiring speakers,
including Dave Burgess, who (with
Will Saunders) painted “NO WAR”
on the Opera House in 2003. There
will be music. There will be coffee.
All are welcome.

The following day I and others

Letters / Culture & Life

will be protesting outside the ABC
in Ultimo, 4:30-5:30 pm, demand-
ing that the national broadcaster give
priority to human rights, Indigenous
matters and refugee abuse, instead of
money and sport. We need a human
rights act, and we need a national
discussion on that. We need justice.
Until then, there will be no peace.
Stephen Langford OT
(Order of Timor)

40 million trees

Shocking news just in: a report
by World Wildlife Federation has
revealed that more than 40 million
trees were cut down in Queens-
land in 2014-2015.

As you read this, Queensland’s
forests are being cut down at one of
the highest rates of deforestation in
the world. We put laws in place to
prevent this 17 years ago. But the
previous state government broke
their election promise and bulldozed

our nature laws. Right now, Queens-
land parliamentarians are deciding
whether to bring the laws back.
A vote from one MP could make
all the difference. And we can show
them they have the community back-
ing they need. Hundreds of scientists
from around the world have sound-
ed the alarm bells — calling on the
Queensland government to urgent-
ly stop clearing native forests and
woodlands. Land clearing is double
what it was before the laws were
gutted and Queensland has already
suffered great losses of trees and
bushland that stood for centuries. We
can’t afford to lose any more.
Here’s why we need to bring
back our land clearing laws now:
 Habitat loss is one of the greatest
threats to our unique biodiversity
and wildlife. Precious species
like koalas are on the brink, and
further loss would be devastating
for their survival.

 Land clearing damages our Great
Barrier Reef. Destroying trees
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near our coast increases run-
off and pollution from land to
sea, reducing water quality and
smothering corals and seagrasses.
 Land clearing worsens climate
change and drought. If we
continue at this rate, carbon
emissions from tree clearing in
Queensland alone will wipe out
the gains made by the Australian
government’s land-use climate
policies in just 18 months. We’ll
see drought worsen, hurting
farmers and our ability to produce
food.

In 2016, we should know better
than to destroy what’s left of our pre-
cious forests and woodlands. It’s time
we ask ourselves — are we willing to
sacrifice unique species like the koala
to continue outdated, reckless clear-
ing of native trees and forests?

Jacki Boyce
Greenpeace Australia Pacific

Cult

by
Rob Gow!

I know it will probably shock you, gentle
reader, but the sorry truth is that capitalist
governments lie. They lie to the public and
when they find it advisable they lie to the
legislature. I’m truly sorry if I have shat-
tered your illusions, but I think you have a
right to know the truth.

They lie with particular intensity if they
are engaged — or wanting to be engaged —in a
war. Tony Blair lied outrageously to the British
people and parliament when he wanted Brit-
ain to join the US in the invasion of Iraq. He
told whoppers about the government of Saddam
Hussein possessing “weapons of mass destruc-
tion” that were in fact non-existent. In Austral-
ia, Johnny Howard — who now likes to play
the role of revered elder statesman — used the
same mythical weapons to justify catapulting
Australia into that invasion.

Going back a bit further, remember when
the American U2 spy plane was brought down
in the Soviet Union? The US authorities bland-
ly lied that there had ever been such a plane,
denied that they had any program of aerial
spying on the USSR, and pretended that the
whole thing was a Russian fabrication. Until
the Russians produced the plane’s pilot, who
had decided not to kill himself as expected, and
had instead been captured. But lying about such
things is the norm: the mantra is, “if caught out,
deny, deny, deny.”

In fact, capitalist politicians lie so routinely
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The US aim is, as usual, regime change: the White House wants to force out Syrian President Bashar al-Assad: he is too friendly with the Russians,
and not friendly enough with the Israelis or the Saudis.

Lies, damned lies and propaganda

that the populace are no longer shocked by it.
Being caught out lying no longer necessitates
immediate resignation from office. A press
release, some PR spin, and a thick skin and
you may not get away with murder but you will
almost certainly be able to pass off the most
devious statements with impunity!

If you’re looking for examples of lying
on a wholesale scale, look no further than the
US-backed conflict in Syria. The US aim is, as
usual, regime change: the White House wants
to force out Syrian President Bashar al-Assad:
he is too friendly with the Russians, and not
friendly enough with the Israelis or the Saudis.
Not content with funding and arming a “rebel”
opposition in the country, the US is also waging
a propaganda war against the Assad govern-
ment. Assad is regularly reported to have
committed dreadful atrocities, such as barrel-
bombing innocent Syrian civilians. Of course,
that’s how you retain popular support, isn’t it:
by killing your own people in droves?

However, indiscriminate barrel-bombing
is not by any means the worst atrocity laid at
Assad’s door. Remember the poison gas attack
in a suburb of Damascus in 2013? The gas was
sarin and once again a lot of people were killed.
The US government and its attendant media
had no qualms about blaming the attack square-
ly (and solely) on Bashar al-Assad, claiming
that they had discovered that the Syrian army
had a secret sarin program. The bulk of the

capitalist media, always faithful to their class
interest, endlessly reiterate this assertion, on
the principle apparently, that if you say a thing
often enough it becomes a fact! It was, howev-
er, yep, you guessed it, yet another lie.

In an interview with Truthout, US journal-
ist Seymour Hersh — a prize-winning veteran of
the Washington bureau of The New York Times
— pointed out that “the Syrian gas arsenal was
not a secret, as many in the US insisted, but
widely known for decades to exist. ... The CW
[chemical warfare] system had been generated
by Bashar’s father, Hafez al-Assad, who ran
the nation for 20 years, as a deterrent to the
known — if undeclared — Israeli nuclear arsenal.
... The Syrian system was seen after Hafez’s
death in 2000, with young Bashar al-Assad now
in charge, to be useless, expensive, and hard
to maintain — and publicly complained about
as such.”

Of more significance than that, however,
is the fact that, in Hersh’s words, “Israel and
the US had joined forces, initially in secret, to
monitor all of the suspected CW storage depots
scattered through Syria; there were more than
20 of them. Any effort to begin preparing for
a CW warfare attack would immediately trig-
ger alarms in the US and Israel, and the gov-
ernment in Tel Aviv would begin preparing for
a pre-emptive air force attack.” But, as Hersh
points out, “the joint US-Israeli system did not
signal an alarm in the hours before or after the

CW attack near Damascus — clear evidence that
the attack could not have come from a Syrian
CW facility”.

An aspect of this incident that the capital-
ist media resolutely refuses to report, because it
exposes the lie, is that (again in Hersh’s words)
“the US and its allies knew from highly clas-
sified CIA and allied intelligence reporting
throughout the spring and summer of 2013,
that the jihadist opposition to Assad (prima-
rily al-Nusra) had the ability to manufacture a
crude form of sarin and other gas warfare items.
To this date, despite constant references by the
media to the Syrian attack, there has been no
specific evidence linking the Syrian version of
sarin, whose sophisticated additives and chemi-
cal make-up is known to the West, to the far
cruder sarin found at the site.”

That “jihadist opposition” that Hersh refers
to is armed, funded and even assisted with
covert operatives by the USA. It is inconceiv-
able that the opposition could develop, plan
and carry out a classic “black operation” like a
poison gas attack to discredit the Assad regime
without US knowledge and approval. And yet,
in the days after the August 2013 gas attack,
the Obama administration focused its attention
solely on blaming the Syrian army.

Now why would they do that, | wonder? &
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Film review by Michael Berkowitz
Indignation

Dressed up as a coming of age love
story, Indignation is a small tale
well told of individuals pushing up
against the social, economic, and
cultural limits of their time. Faced
with political threats from outside
and cultural changes from within,
the doyens of post-World War II
America imposed social order.
Those that pushed back did so at
their jeopardy.

Mark Messner (Logan Lerman —
Fury, 3:10 to Yuma) is a smart, hard
working young man. He labours in
his father’s butcher shop, minds his
mother’s advice, studies hard, cap-
tains his high school baseball team,
and wins admission to Winesburg
College, the first of his working class
family to attend college.

Mark is dutiful and focused.
He is quite self conscious about his
humble origins. He’s proud of his
academic accomplishments, but is a
modern, free thinker who abandons
Judaism for atheism. He bristles that
Winesburg, like virtually all of the
elite Eastern schools of the time, lim-
ited Jewish admissions by imposing
strict quotas.

He was especially indignant that
regardless of either his tradition or
his chosen philosophy, he would be
required to attend Christian servic-
es or be faced with dismissal from
school.

Paradoxes and perils abound.

Should Mark fight the compul-
sory chapel attendance rules? Or
should he do as so many other stu-
dents, accommodate by hiring a sub-
stitute attendee to forge his name to
the roll? Should he ghettoise himself
by continuing to live in the Jews-only
room the college has assigned him,
join the Jewish fraternity, or strike
out on his own?

Most importantly, should he
pursue a relationship with the attrac-
tive, sexually available WASPy co-ed
Olivia Hutton (Sarah Gadon — Maps
to the Stars, The Amazing Spider-
man), whose past may be problem-
atic or promising. Is Olivia obsession
love or rebellion, a different path, or
forsaking his past?

The film’s central tensions are
brilliantly played out in two encoun-
ters between Mark and Winesburg’s
Dean Caudwell, played by Tracy

Letts (August: Osage County, Killer
Joe). The always engaging Letts
completely surrounds his character,
ranging from straw man adversary to
truth bearing teacher — setting up as
foil, father, friend, and foe to belea-
guered Mark. If the Dean represents
the larger culture with which Mark
is to engage, clearly there are ways
to work around his conflicts. But
does Mark want to accommodate the
larger wishes of the Dean, his mother,
his college? Or does he want to con-
front their demands to try to change
his life?

Writer/Director James Schamus
(Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon,
Brokeback Mountain) has adapted
Philip Roth’s book into a moral tale
which confronts coming of age in an
uncertain time. Indignation provides
the prescient run up to the campus
rebellions of the ‘60s, a well devel-
oped snapshot of how indignation
at contradictions fed the righteous
anger that led to social change — a
time very much like the one in which
we now live.
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Logan Lerman as Mark Messner.

This month in history

Federico Garcia Lorca murdered

Eighty years ago, on August 19, 1936, in the
beginning weeks of the Spanish Civil War,
the world-renowned poet and playwright
Federico Garcia Lorca was murdered by
fascist soldiers.

His most famous plays include Blood
Wedding, Yerma, and The House of Bernarda
Alba.

Throughout his all too short but trailblaz-
ing life (1898-1936), death had been his cen-
tral artistic theme — and at the age of 38 Lorca
met the violent fate he had foreseen when he
wrote: “Then I realised I had been murdered.
They looked for me in cafés, cemeteries and
churches ... but they did not find me. They
never found me? No. They never found me.”

Few artists have represented and embod-
ied their nation’s collective spirit better than
Lorca — which makes the tragic account of his
death all the more heartbreaking. Shortly after
the Spanish Civil War broke out in July 1936,
Lorca made the misguided decision to leave
the safe enclave of Madrid to be with his
family in his conservative hometown of Gra-
nada. Almost immediately after he arrived,
the area was seized by the rebel fascist forces,
the Nationalist Falangists.

In spite of publicly cultivating an apoliti-
cal stance, his association with the Republic,
his plays which dealt with repression, and

some anti-Catholic statements in interviews
had made Lorca a high-profile target. Another
contributory factor to the Nationalists” hatred
of Lorca was his homosexuality.

Lorca went into hiding, but the Falang-
ists hunted him down until, on August 16, he
was arrested and imprisoned without explana-
tion or trial. On August 19 at approximately
3am, he was handcuffed to another prisoner
— a teacher — and taken in a car to a building
called La Colina in Viznar, which the Falange
was using as a holding camp for condemned
prisoners.

Shortly before dawn he was taken out,
along with the teacher and two bullfighters
(who were members of the anarchist trade
union CNT) and shot. Then the body of Fed-
erico Garcia Lorca, one of the greatest writ-
ers of the 20th century and one of Spain’s
most prodigious sons, was unceremoniously
dumped in a hastily dug but soon-to-be mass
grave.

His books were burned in Granada’s Plaza
del Carmen and were soon banned from Gen-
eralissimo Francisco Franco’s Spain. To this
day, no one knows exactly where the body of
Federico Garcia Lorca rests.

The death of this beloved national hero
was quickly covered up by the victorious
Nationalists. The ban on all of his works was

not fully rescinded until after the dictator’s
death in 1975. Lorca’s plays are mounted fre-
quently all over the world.

Although a dossier regarding Lorca’s
assassination is thought to exist, its failure
to surface continues to pain his relatives and
associates. In 2009, however, a judge opened
an investigation into the circumstances sur-
rounding Lorca’s murder, and the poet’s
family reversed their long-standing opposition
to searching for his remains amongst the mass
grave at Barranco de Viznar.

This action was, according to his biogra-
pher Ian Gibson, long overdue: “I think it is
essential to find the body, out of respect for
Garcia Lorca. Where did they kill him exact-
ly? Did they torture him? One certain fact
about his life would be worth 100 books ...
Lorca belongs to humanity, not his family. He
is an emblem who gave his life for Spain. He
is a martyr.”

Ainadamar (“Fountain of Tears” in
Arabic) is the first opera by Argentinean com-
poser Osvaldo Golijov, with a Spanish-lan-
guage libretto by American playwright David
Henry Hwang. It premiered in 2003 and has
been staged several times since by other com-
panies. The opera relates Lorca’s opposition
to fascism and his subsequent murder.
People’s World &
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Manvus refugees
cannot be settled in PNG

Peter Dutton is desperately trying to avoid
the implications of the PNG Supreme
Court ruling last April that the agreement
between Australia and PNG was unlawful.

No amount of huffing and puffing or
repeating the tired phrase that “no refugee
from Manus will be resettled in Australia” can
alter the fact the asylum seekers were taken to
Manus unlawfully.

“Peter Dutton is shamefully trying to avoid
the decisions of the PNG Supreme Court. He
has to face up to the fact that Australia has
responsibility for those people that Australia
illegally transferred to Manus Island,” said Ian
Rintoul, spokesperson for the Refugee Action
Coalition.

“The PNG Supreme Court hearing on
Monday August 22 will determine the future
of those who have been held unlawfully and
systematically denied their human rights.

“Peter Dutton and [PNG Prime Minis-
ter] Peter O’Neill will be required to accept
the court’s rulings. People who were illegally
taken to Manus Island cannot be forced to stay
in PNG against their will.

“Lawyers acting for the asylum seekers
and refugees on Manus will seek orders for

the immediate, and unconditional release of all
those on Manus, and for those who wish to go,
to be returned to Australia.

“There is no durable or secure settlement
arrangement in PNG. It is a joke that Dutton
keeps referring to resettlement in PNG. He
should stop providing gratuitous advice to the
Australian media and start to implement the
PNG Supreme Court decision. It is increas-
ingly obvious that Dutton has no grasp of the
real situation that confronts the Australian
government.

“People have been brutalised on Manus for
over three years, and have been waiting since
April when the court ordered that they be freed.

“For those who do not wish to go to Aus-
tralia — some people have families in other
countries — PNG and Australia will need to
secure safe, acceptable third countries and
provide travel documents in order for them to
travel to that third country.

“Peter Dutton also needs to act immediately
to release all the Manus asylum seekers and
refugees being held in Australia.

“About Nauru, Peter Dutton also knows
that the government’s own Moss review estab-
lished the truthfulness of the incident reports

that were reviewed in 2015. It is the Minister
who can no longer be taken seriously.”

Camp closure welcome

The Refugee Action Coalition has wel-
comed the announcement from PNG Prime
Minister Peter O’Neill that the Manus Island
detention will be closed soon.

But the victims of the unlawful transfer and
detention have already been waiting since April
26 for both the Australian and PNG government
to comply with the Supreme Court orders that
Manus be closed.

“We are also concerned that the Australian
and PNG governments are trying to pre-empt
the full-bench Supreme Court hearing that is
scheduled for Monday August 22. The Manus
prisoners have been brutalised and tortured for
over three years”, said lan Rintoul.

“At Monday’s hearing, lawyers for the
Manus asylum seekers and refugees will be
seeking orders for the unconditional release
of all detainees and the return of all of them
to Australia. Anything less than their uncondi-
tional release and return to Australia will be a
denial of justice.

The PNG Supreme Court decision of April

Guardian

26 found that the agreement between Australia
and PNG to transfer asylum seekers from Aus-
tralia to Manus, was itself, unlawful. There is
no lawful basis on which any of the prisoners
taken to Manus by the Australian government
can remain in PNG.

“We are also calling for the government to
immediately release, and provide permanent
visas to all the Manus asylum seekers who
are being held in Australia’s mainland deten-
tion centres, or in community detention,” said
Rintoul.

“None of the people brought from Manus
to Australia can be sent back there. They should
be released.

“One Syrian refugee is in Villawood, has
been held there over two years and has been
unable to contact his family for over seven
months. Immigration has told him he cannot be
sent to Manus, and he cannot be sent to Syria.

“It is sheer bloody-mindedness by the Aus-
tralian government that has kept these people
in detention.

“It is time to free all the Manus refu-
gees, in PNG and Australia, and to provide
the protection they need in the Australian
community.” &

Fidel Castro, an inspiration for all

Last Friday August 19, the photo-
graphic exhibition Fidel is Fidel was
officially opened by Cuban Consul
to Australia, HE Jorge Trujillo. The
photographs by Cuban photographer
Roberto Chile, taken over the 25 years
he followed Fidel, have been exhibited
in several cities around the world in
celebration of Fidel’s 90th birthday.
Proudly the Fidel is Fidel exhibition
was presented in Perth WA by the
Australia-Cuba Friendship Society
(ACFS).

Over 120 people gathered at Gal-
lery Central in Northbridge to view
the works. Passionate speeches about
Fidel’s contribution to Cuba and the
world were given by the line-up of
speakers. While the images could speak
for themselves the speakers commented
on the strong sense of humanity they
felt from every photograph captured by
Roberto Chile’s camera.

The curator of the exhibition, Dr
Christopher Crouch, paid tribute to the
artist and to Fidel Castro’s legacy for the
world.

Mick Buchan, state secretary of the
CFMEU WA branch shared his thoughts
on solidarity and the strong links
between the CFMEU and the Cuban
construction union.

Vinnie Molina, president of the
ACFS Perth branch opened the pro-
ceedings acknowledging the traditional
owners of the land and paid his respects
to the elders past and present.

He recalled Cuba’s solidarity with
Central American and other Latin Amer-
icans countries who have benefited from

Cuban doctors and educators or with
medical scholarships at the Latin Ameri-
can School of Medicine. Cuban solidar-
ity has been given with no other interest
than sharing the little they have.

Guests were told that East Timor
has one of the best health systems in the
region thanks to Cuban solidarity but it
could even be better if Australia didn’t
grab the oil from the Timor Gap. Other
acts of solidarity such as the one close to
the hearts of the organisers, the Cuban
literacy program “Yes I Can” which is
currently being implemented in Abo-
riginal communities in NSW at Bourke,
Wilcannia, Enngonia and Brewarrina
was also highlighted.

Fidel has mobilised his people
behind him in the battle of ideas for
peace and a better world. For anyone,
reaching 90 years of age is a mile-
stone but for Fidel, who has survived
more than 600 attempts on his life, it is
remarkable.

Despite the US blockade Cuba has
overcome what was known as the Spe-
cial Period and has been able to imple-
ment measures for a sustainable and
efficient Socialist future.

Ideas are stronger than guns and the
struggle for peace should be the task
for all for the survival of the planet and
humankind.

It is planned that other friendship
societies will host Fidel is Fidel taking
it to other Australian capital cities. Once
the exhibition has toured the photo-
graphs will be handed over to the Cuban
embassy in Canberra. &
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