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Union rights
Take it fo the sireets!

Anna Pha

With the election results confirmed, the
Turnbull government is set to get on with
the Abbott government’s agenda. Union-
busting tops the list of anti-worker meas-
ures. In particular, their sights are set on
destruction of the militant Construction
Division of the CFMEU, the Maritime
Union of Australia (MUA), Transport
Workers’ Union and any other union that
dares to fight for its members.

The tragic death of yet another worker on
a construction site in Canberra last week is a
grim reminder of just how dangerous construc-
tion sites are and the importance of trade union
rights and trade unions in ensuring the safety
of workers.

The 62-year-old construction worker died
after a mobile crane rolled over at the Univer-
sity of Canberra public hospital worksite in
Belconnen. This is one of a number of recent
accidents or near-miss accidents involving
cranes in the ACT.

The death took place just days after the
Australian Competition and Consumer Com-
mission (ACCC) raided the offices of the
Construction Division of the CFMEU in Can-
berra. (See Guardian “Another union busting
weapon”, 03-08-2016, #1742)

Following the raid of its offices in the ACT,
the CFMEU issued a statement, saying that it
makes no apology for negotiating enterprise
bargaining agreements for its members under
the Fair Work Act.

“The CFMEU will defend the rights of con-
struction workers to bargain for wages and con-
ditions and condemns the use of the ACCC by
Malcolm Turnbull’s government to undermine
these rights.”

The government is using every weapon
at its disposal to break workers and the trade
union movement, essentially to prevent them
from keeping workplaces safe and maintaining
wages and working conditions. It wants bosses’
unions or no unions at all.

The lower the wage rates, the longer the
hours, and the short-cuts on safety requirements
serve one purpose — driving up private profits
at the cost of lives, workers’ safety, wages and
entitlements.

The use of the ACCC marks a heighten-
ing of the assault on trade unions and union
rights and the criminalisation of legitimate
trade union activity.

The construction industry is one of the
most dangerous with fatality rates on major
sites seven to ten times higher than for all
other workers. Infrastructure construction has
the highest fatality claim rate in Australia of
13.6 deaths per 100,000.

The aim of the Abbott/Turnbull
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Police, ambulance and worksafe staff at the UC hospital building site where a crane is lying on its side. (Photo: Rohan Thomson)

government’s Australian Building and Con-
struction Commission bill and its Registered
Organisation is to criminalise legitimate trade
union activity in the industry, intimidate union
activists and bankrupt the unions and their
officials.

The Registered Organisations Bill sets
out to impose stringent requirements on trade
unions that go beyond those of corporations,
including the restriction of political involve-
ment and actions. It would establish a special
Commission to police trade union financial
activities.

Unlike the Australian Securities and Invest-
ments Commission which is supposed to police
corporate law, it would be generously funded
for hounding the union movement.

These two bills, the trigger for the double
dissolution bill used to spark the recent elec-
tion, are set to come before Parliament when it
resumes this month.

Backfired

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull set out to
rid the Senate of cross-benchers through elec-
toral reform instead of waiting until the next
general elections that were due in September.

This meant all Senate positions, instead
of half were up for election, which halved the
quota required to be elected. As a result the
government lost three Senate positions and the
minor parties and independents gained three.
Labor came through with an additional Sena-
tor and the Greens lost one in South Australia
where Nick Xenophon’s Team won three.

Turnbull’s strategy backfired badly. The
knives are still out for him in his own party.
The Coalition have the slenderest of majorities
in the Lower House.

The Coalition needs 114 votes in a joint
sitting to pass the bills. In the House of Rep-
resentatives it can rely on former Liberal Party
Independent Cathy McGowan, giving it at least
77. Adam Bandt and Bob Katter have taken a
stand against them. Andrew Wilkie at this time
is an unknown.

In the Senate the Coalition has 30 of the
76 positions. Labor has 26, the Greens 9, One
Nation 4, the Xenophon Team 3. There are four
Independent Senators — Jacqui Lambie, Derryn
Hinch, the Liberal Democratic Party’s David
Leyonhjelm and Family First’s Bob Day. The
Xenophon Team also have one MP.

Turnbull can count on the support of David

Leyonhjelm and Bob Day, from the far right of
politics. They are members of the “New Right”
HR Nicholls Society which is pushing hard for
the legislation. That brings the total to 109.

Jacqui Lambie previously opposed the
bills, but has since expressed some concerns
over the CFMEU. Her position is unclear.

The government still has to find another
five votes. One can only speculate on how One
Nation, the Xenophon Team and Hinch will
vote. Xenophon has indicated support condi-
tional on the acceptance of certain amendments.
The One Nation vote might even be split.

There is little time left to campaign against
the bills and expose the political agenda behind
them.

These bills along with proposed changes
to the ACCC and plans for a new industrial
relations system are aimed at destroying the
trade union movement. They must be defeated,
through lobbying cross benchers and in action
on the streets. &
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Census 2016 -
danger in the era of “big data”

Completing the census form used to be a straightforward civic
duty like dumping fruit at a state border or pulling to the side of
the road to let an ambulance past. The data collected would help
planners locate schools and hospitals and a host of other services.
Of course, the political decision to build these where there is
greatest need is part of the class struggle but the collection of
reliable data by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) had the
support of the overwhelming majority of Australians.

This year’s census is dramatically different. For the first
time, residents’ names and addresses will be included among the
questions asked. The once anonymous “snapshot” of Australia
on census night will become a treasure trove of information on
individual Australians. Experts are concerned about the dangers
involved in such a massive haul of personal data and many in the
community are considering how to protect themselves.

The ABS says it wants a “richer and dynamic statistical pic-
ture” of the population. It sought permission to gather names
and addresses in 2006 and 2011 but was knocked back. The
circumstances prompting the rejection haven’t changed in the
meantime. What has changed is the pressure for the collection
of “big data” and “open data”; the idea that in the age of the
Internet, everything is known about everybody, anyway, and that
it is pointless to try and protect one’s privacy.

The ABS says that the names and addresses will be stored in
a separate database and that those details will be destroyed in
2020. It claims personal data will not be made available to third
parties, including the minister. The bureau has gone to great, if
belated, lengths to reassure the public that their privacy is safe,
according to ABS spokespersons.

Unfortunately, this is also the age of the hacker. The ABS itself
has had 14 data breaches since 2013. The Sony Corporation, the
US Department of State and the director of the CIA have all been
breached. The Bureau has struggled to explain how “de-identified”
data could be prevented from being “re-identified” by current
or future technology. And there is the chance that a government
might legislate to obtain the personal records for its other agencies
in future in response to a terror attack or similar emergency.

The Australian Privacy Foundation says Australians would
be “alarmed by this sneaky change to the way their personal
information will now be stored.” Bill McLennan, former head of
the ABS is scathing of the move. WA Greens Senator Scott Ludlam
spoke for many Australians about the problem at the centre of
the controversy surrounding Census 2016 — trust.

“The federal government took us to a double-dissolution elec-
tion under the pretext of a bill that strips fundamental human
rights from building and construction workers,” the Senator said.
“We have a resurgent far-right busily mainstreaming demands
for an end to Muslim immigration. This is not an age in which
governments, present or future, can be trusted either with the pow-
ers that they have or the willingness to change the laws governing
how census data could be accessed or used in the future.” Senator
Ludlum has called for a two-week delay for the conducting of the
census. Another widely supported demand is for the stiff fines for
refusing to provide information be waved in the case of the name
and address questions.

Readers of the Guardian will need to make their own judge-
ment based on their own circumstances about suggestions coming
from concerned groups about using an alias, writing that they are
unwilling to provide the requested information or to boycott the
census in protest. A straight refusal to submit a form will be met
with a $1,800 fine. Delaying the return of a completed form will
be met with a fine of $180 per request from the ABS to submit it.

Radical political change is required, not just a change to the
census form or the penalties. A government that is busy cementing
a corporate dictatorship in place cannot be trusted to safeguard
people’s privacy. The need for a government of a new type that
will not only protect people’s privacy but start eliminating the
source of threats to their security and wellbeing of the people is
plain. Building unity in action to achieve it will be hard but the
Communist Party of Australia is committed to that cause.
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One TV channel has described the Olympic Games as “the
greatest event of the year”. But some people would argue that the
humanitarian release of just one asylum seeker from our loathsome
offshore detention centres would be a greater event for the nation
and for humanity in general, than for our competitors to win every
event at the Games. The Guardian is deeply committed to covering
the great issues of the day from the point of view of ordinary
working people. However, we depend on you, our readers to
provide the necessary funding by way of Press Fund contributions,
so please send us something for the next issue if you possibly can.
We offer our sincere thanks to this week’s supporters as follows:

C Greer $50, Mark Mannion $5, “Rough Red” $5,
“Round Figure” $10, G Spiers $50

This week’s total: $120 Progressive total: $5,355
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Pakistan agrees
to repatriate
refugee body

The Australian Pakistan embassy
has agreed to take responsibility
to arrange for Kamil Hussain’s
body to be repatriated to Paki-
stan. A letter from the Pakistan
embassy has been sent to the Aus-
tralian and PNG Immigration
offices notifying them that they
will organise for Kamil’s body to
be sent home.

The embassy has also notified
PNG Immigration that they will
cover the costs of flying the body
home and will cover any costs asso-
ciated with maintaining the body on
Manus Island.

The offer from the embassy has
been a big relief for the refugees on
Manus Island who were initially told
by PNG Immigration that Kamil’s
body would be buried on the island.

A protest and memorial vigil for
Kamil was held inside the Manus
detention centre.

Even at the hastily called meet-
ing, Pakistani leaders had been told
that neither the Australian nor PNG
government would take responsibil-
ity for returning Kamil’s body to his
family in Pakistan.

Shamefully, no Australian Immi-
gration official has spoken to the
refugees on Manus, despite the Aus-
tralian government’s responsibility
for those transferred and detained on
Manus.

Angry Manus locals had also
contacted PNG Immigration on the
island to insist that Kamil’s body was
to be taken home and not buried on
Manus.

The details of the transport of
Kamil’s body is still to be deter-
mined, but preliminary arrangements
for the preservation and transport of
Kamil’s body to Port Moresby have
already been made with the Lorengau
hospital morgue.

“It is Australia’s shame that it
did nothing to give the respect he
deserved and provide the proper
help for his body to be returned to his
family. It was mean-spirited. It was
despicable. It is to Pakistan’s credit
that they have provided the assist-
ance that the family and the refugees
needed,” said [an Rintoul, spokesper-
son for the Refugee Action Coalition.

“All the asylum seekers on
Manus were transferred illegally by
the Australian government. Kamil
was forcefully sent to Manus by the
Australian government. He should
not even have been on the island.

“The government should give
guarantees now that this shabby epi-
sode will not be repeated, and that in
future they will take full responsibil-
ity,” said Rintoul. &
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Hiroshima Day actions.

Perfect fit: the CPA's anti-nuclear waste dump campaign in SA was part of
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

We must not let these harsh times, destroy the warmth in our hearts.
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Trade

Public Services International
(PSI) has reported on a discus-
sion paper — leaked by Associated
Whistle-Blowing Press — which
exposes negotiators of the secre-
tive Trade in Services Agreement
(TISA) who are discussing wide-
ranging reforms to national public
health systems which will promote
offshoring of health care services
and privatisation.

The proposal, reportedly tabled
by the government of Turkey, was
discussed by EU member states
last September at the Geneva TISA
negotiations. It suggests an annex on
health care services in the TISA that
would facilitate patients travelling
abroad to access health services.

The proposal titled “A concept
paper on health care services within
TISA Negotiations” states there is
“huge untapped potential for the
globalisation of healthcare services”
mainly because “health care services
is (sic) funded and provided by state
or welfare organisations and is of vir-
tually no interest for foreign competi-
tors due to lack of market-orientated
scope for activity”.

The document goes on to explain
that trade in health services may
create opportunities and have bene-
fits for the business partners involved
in trade.

“The proposal would raise health
care costs in developing countries
and lower quality in developed coun-
tries in Europe, North America, Aus-
tralia and elsewhere,” explains Dr
Odile Frank, who has analysed the
document for PSI. Frank argues that
under such a proposal, costs to gov-
ernment would rise, as would premi-
ums for health insurance.

According to PSI, the TISA pro-
posal assumes that health services are
a commodity like any other that can
be handled by the market. Establish-
ing trade in health services ignores
public health aspects and will exac-
erbate inequality.

While the solutions proposed
would benefit wealthy consum-
ers and private health firms, analy-
sis from Professor Jane Kelsey, an
expert on trade in services, sug-
gests that money will be drawn out
of the national health system “whose
low level of investment is cited as
one of the rationales for offshore
treatment, and makes the problem
self-perpetuating.”

Kelsey argues that such reforms
may put pressure on governments to
introduce more individual account
or voucher type systems and leaves
patients and governments exposed

Australia

to uncertainty and additional costs
for follow-up care when they return
home.

“It is scandalous that proposals
to dismantle the public health system
are being discussed behind closed
doors and the public must rely on
leaks to find out what their govern-
ments are discussing on their behalf,”
comments PSI General Secretary,
Rosa Pavanelli.

“Health is a human right and is
not for sale or for trade. The health
system exists to keep our families
safe and healthy, not to ensure the
profits of large corporations,” says
Pavanelli.

The potential profits to corpo-
rate interests from privatised public
health care is enormous. The weight-
ed average GDP that goes to health
care in the 50 countries in the TISA
negotiations is 12.5 percent, and
together their GDP expenditures on
health amount to over US$6 trillion
per annum, which represents over 90
per cent of annual global expenditure
on health.

The TISA is promoted by some
of the largest US corporations of
the services industry and their lobby
groups, such as the American Insur-
ance Association and US insurance
companies including AIG and Pru-
dential, and health and disability
insurers such as Liberty Mutual and
Metlife.

Background

This is the third major leak of
controversial texts from the TISA
negotiations in recent months. In
May, WikiLeaks leaked the financial
services annex, which exposed US
proposals to further deregulate the
financial sector.

This was followed in Decem-
ber by the leaking of a proposal by
the US Trade Representative that
deals with E-commerce, technolo-
gy transfer, cross border data flows

From the archives

0Old growth forest — The Guardian, May 1999
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and net neutrality. It prompted con-
cern in non-US countries that the
TISA would undermine privacy
laws in the wake of the Snowden
revelations.

In signs that the secrecy of the
negotiations are becoming a problem,
the TISA Rapporteur for the Europe-
an Parliament, Luxembourger MEP
Viviane Reding, said as recently as
January 13 that the negotiations start-
ed with “no transparency at all” and
that even currently “Transparency
is far from being perfect”. She went
on to say that TISA was at least as
important as the TTIP.

The TISA is currently being
negotiated between 23 parties
(counting the EU as one) whose aim
is to extend the scope and rules of
the General Agreement on Trade in
Services (GATS) at the World Trade
Organisation (WTO).

Unlike the GATS, the TISA
negotiations are being conducted
in secrecy and the parties refuse to
release the negotiating text or sup-
porting documents. Some countries
have released limited documentation
about their offers (for example Swit-
zerland and the EU).

Prior to PSI publishing the first
available critique, TISA vs Public
Services, in March 2014, the negoti-
ations had been shrouded in secrecy.

PSTI’s report outlines how TISA
would prohibit failed privatisations
being brought back into public hands
and restrict governments from regu-
lating privatised public services and
other area of public interest such as
laws to protect workers, consumers,
small business and the environment.
For more information:

Concept paper on health care
services within TISA Negotiations
Analysis by Dr Odile Frank for
Public Services International (PSI)
Analysis by Professor Jane Kelsey,
PSI website “No Trade in Public
Services” @&
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Solidarity with Cuba

On July 31, more than 150 people from many solidarity groups across
Sydney attended an event at the Greek community Club in Lakemba.

The event, organised by the Sydney ACFS and the Cuba Solidarity
Committee, was to commemorate Fidel's 90th birthday and the 63rd
anniversary of the attack on Moncada Barracks on July 26, 1953.

There were several speakers followed by short videos where Fidel was
thanked by many, including Nelson Mandela and by some of the many
thousands of international medical students studying in Cuba.

Cuban music was provided by Papalote followed by Jorge Truiillo
Hernandez the First Secretary from the Cuban Embassy who thanked us dll
for attending and supporting Cuba.

A memorable night of solidarity.

Australian Marxist Review

Journal of the Communist Party of Australia

L 4

74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010
Ph 0296998844 shop@cpa.org.au
www.cpa.org.au/amr

Adelaide
Fiesta 2016

Celebration for Cuba 26th July
57|h year of the Revolution & Fidel’s 90th Birthday

6:30 pm Saturday August 13

Unley Community Centre

18 Arthur St, Unley SA 5061

Local Revolution Band

(Music and Dance)

Tickets $25 & $20 Concession — Latinamerican Food (incl vegan) and Drink available
Fundraising fo support a Recreational Park for People with Disabilities in Las Tunas, Cuba
Bookings at 0402609183 (Juan Garrido) & 08 8264 3763 (Ron Hall)
Organised by Australia Cuba Friendship Society — SA
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Deadly dusi: union response

We’ve heard about the discovery
of asbestos at the Perth Children’s
Hospital and even further delays
on the opening date of PCH as a
result. The CFMEU was the first
to discover and test for the pres-
ence of asbestos products on site.

When some ask “What is the
purpose of a union in this day and
age?” it’s this: This is the purpose.
A union’s purpose, at its core, is to
protect workers and their working
conditions.

The discovery of asbestos prod-
ucts installed in the new Perth Chil-
dren’s Hospital a little over a week
ago has everyone asking the same
questions. How does this happen?
How can we have lethal products end

up on a children’s hospital in 2016
after all products containing asbestos
were banned from Australia in 2003?

Right now, we have hundreds
of workers and their families justifi-
ably fearful that they are sitting on a
potential time bomb. It can take up
to 20 years for the ravaging effects
of asbestosis to show its hand; our
thoughts are with them and they
deserve an explanation.

Asbestos products containing
0.1 percent of Chrysotile (asbestos)
are deemed to be hazardous. The
CFMEU takes the view that there is
no safe threshold for asbestos levels.
Independent testing we conducted on
samples from the atrium panels at the
Perth Children’s Hospital showed a

level of 7.5 percent. This is highly
toxic and will mean years of anxiety
for those exposed.

Since its discovery there has
been a lot of blame as to how this
has occurred. The fact is, it has been
allowed to happen on several fronts.
It has been said by John Holland —
the principal contractor of the Perth
Children’s Hospital — and the WA
state government that the product
in question, imported in Australia
by Yuanda was tested and cleared in
China prior to its importation.

It has been widely reported that
testing procedures in China are dubi-
ous at best and fabricated at worst.
Last year the WA Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry informed all WA

Vale Jock Levy

I’m sad to report that Jock Levy
has passed away.

Jock was a Sydney wharfie and
communist who formed an integral
part of the famous and ground break-
ing film unit in the Waterside Work-
ers’ Federation that was one of the
first and most effective independ-
ent film making and documentary
initiatives in Australia and which
not only captured the great history
and struggles of our union’s politi-
cal and industrial history but went on
to inspire a new generation of inde-
pendent film makers in Australia that
remains a national focus today.

Jock went on to make a lifetime
of contributions to progressive artis-
tic and campaign activity around
many progressive community, indus-
trial and political issues, remaining
an important and much loved and
respected working class leader in his
own right.

The union assisted in bringing
the work of Jock back into focus,
in assisting Dr Lisa Milner bring-
ing Jock’s wonderful contributions
together with Keith Gow and Norma
Disher of the film unit in her book
Fighting Films — the history of the
Waterside Workers” Federation Film

This is Jock on his 100th birthday with fellow WWF Film Unit

the current MUA Film Unit Director.
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Unit in 2003 (still available through
the union!). Lisa herself has been a
constancy in ensuring our working
class history in Australia in her own
amazing body of work.

Zoe Reynolds, the MUA’s long
term journalist, was also critical in
ensuring the important record of
achievement of our film unit was
secured.

The launch of Lisa’s book at
the Sydney Maritime Museum, that
has the famous WWF Mural as a
bequeath from our union and its
Sydney Branch, was in itself a great
punctuation of the long progressive
history embedded in our Australian
values, achievements and current
way of life.

We digitalised most of the Film
Unit’s work and they remain a very
sought after source of our Australian
working class history today and is
often featured in mainstream report-
ing on everything from the gross
exploitation of wharf labourers on
the Hungry Mile, the emasculation
of poverty and struggle during the
depression to the many great union
campaigns for better working condi-
tions for maritime workers, miners
and many other Australian workers.

That work remains an inspiration
to the ongoing active recording of our
union’s activities that remains cen-
tral to our continuing policy to coun-
ter the ongoing lies, misinformation
and constant abuse of our and other
unions and members in mainstream
media today. The recent Royal Com-
mission was only the latest example
of the distortions and selective facts
that allow for the consistent attacks
on our union movement, a political
dynamic Jock and the many other
contributors to the film unit set out
to counter.

The digital copies of the Film
Unit’s work are made available to
everyone both through the archives
and online, one of the first initiatives
in this area of information access,
a decision of our union inspired by
Jock’s and the Film Unit’s work and
focus.

Jock will be greatly missed and
the union extends our deepest sym-
pathies to Jock’s family and many
friends and comrades.

In unity

Paddy Crumlin
National Secretary, MUA
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builders not to trust overseas certif-
icates that imported products were
free of asbestos and builders were
urged to conduct their own testing
to ensure materials were safe. Obvi-
ously this either hasn’t happened,
testing procedures are faulty — or
somebody’s not telling the truth.

We are certain that the problem
unearthed at the Perth Children’s
Hospital is not an isolated case. Last
week, a CFMEU OHS rep found
asbestos on the site of the Queens-
land state government’s new Execu-
tive Building.

Over 100 sites across Australia
are now being retrospectively audited
and tested to establish if they are con-
taminated with asbestos from import-
ed products, including Fiona Stanley
Hospital and the new Perth Sports
stadium here in WA.

The outbreak of asbestos relat-
ed products into our country has also
shone a light on the recent China Free
Trade Agreement and what protec-
tions are in place to safeguard the
importation of unsafe products.

In February this year, federal
Border Protection Minister Peter
Dutton ordered an independent
review of Australia’s asbestos border
control management. The review has
been completed, but its report kept
confidential. This is simply not good
enough. The report must be released
immediately.

We cannot afford to have an “all
care/no responsibility approach”.
Principal contractors such as John
Holland, all state and federal gov-
ernments need to initiate new laws,

regulations and procedures to keep
unsafe products from entering our
country and ending up on building
sites putting workers and members
of the community at risk.

Yuanda has broken the law. What
are the consequences of their reck-
less, illegal behaviour?

The community is entitled to
ask if it’s fair that our union and
its members have been prosecuted
for demonstrating to include more
locally manufactured content and
for improved safety on building
sites, including the new Perth Chil-
dren’s hospital, while companies like
Yuanda can get off scot-free.

Unions have an important role to
ensure optimum safety and protec-
tion of workers, their families and the
community. We believe that no job is
worth the life of one single worker.
Just ask the people who lived in
[former asbestos mining town] Wit-
tenoom whether the work done there
was worth the suffering and prema-
ture deaths of so many people.

We have a long, sorry history
of asbestos exposure in this state,
the repercussions of which are still
being felt two generations on. Back
then, we were kept in the dark about
asbestos.

We don’t have that excuse any
more. And so we should all demand
that the government acts to enforce
the law and stop putting our health
in danger.

Mick Buchan
Secretary, CFMEU

Ashestos risk

Richard Titelius

On the week beginning July 11,
workers on the construction of
the new Perth Children’s Hospi-
tal were installing a ventilation
shaft which passed through roof
cladding installed earlier in the
project, using angle grinders to
cut holes into the material with
accompanying dust. They raised
concerns with management the
following day and were told there
was nothing to worry about.

The workers’ union, the Con-
struction Division of the CFMEU,
had their own tests conducted which
uncovered the presence of chrys-
otile (white asbestos) in the dust.

The material was imported
from China. About 40 of the work-
ers have registered their health con-
cerns with the lead contractor John
Holland Constructions.

In response to the issues raised
by the incident and to give union
members and the public an oppor-
tunity to ask questions a seminar
was convened by the CFMEU on
July 23.

The first speaker was the long
standing President of the Asbes-
tos Diseases Society of Australia
Robert Vojakovic who has been
involved with ADSA for most of
the organisation’s 35 year history.
ASADA was established as a wel-
fare and advisory service to assist
the victims exposed to blue asbestos

(crocidolite) in the former mining
town Wittenoom, in WA’s Pillbarra.
What was of concern to Vojkovic
was the long latency time for the
disease as it often took from 20 to
50 years for the body to develop the
disease and in that time the organi-
sations who were responsible would
often change shape or simply fold
up, making it hard to recover com-
pensation to cover the costs of treat-
ing people with the debilitating and
often fatal disease.

President of the Australian Med-
ical Association Dr Andrew Miller
said the AMA is concerned that the
workers were unnecessarily exposed
to the risk in the first place.

The CFMEU said that too often
when contracts were awarded they
were awarded on cost only and did
not take into account the problems
and disruptions caused by dodgy
materials including the quality of
steel used in construction sourced
from countries where quality con-
trol was unreliable (the material was
imported from China).

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia calls on the WA state govern-
ment to take over responsibility
for administering the entire fallout
and consequences of this failure of
standards at the Perth Children’s
Hospital site and that a full inves-
tigation be conducted into how it
happened that asbestos ended up in
such a vital state infrastructure. &
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Call for Timor Sea justice

I am totally in agreement with
Nick Deane’s letter on behalf of
the Marrickville Peace Group,
“From Chilcot to the China Sea”,
(Guardian 13/07/2016).

The Chilcot Report definite-
ly has implications for Australia
given that former Australian PM,
John Howard, at the urging of Tony
Blair and George Bush, decided to
involve us in the totally unnecessary
and immoral war in Iraq which led to
great death, suffering, homelessness
and destruction for the Iraqi people.

The Iraq War followed numerous
US total war interventions in other
places.

James A Lucas, an American
writer for the Indian on-line maga-
zine Countercurrents (April 2007)
has estimated that the US has been
responsible for 20 to 30 million
deaths because of invasions it has
carried out and other violent inter-
ventions into various countries. Some
examples are the wars in Indochina,
Afghanistan, the Gulf War, Libya
etc, the undermining of democrat-
ic governments — eg Guatemala in
1954,Indonesia in 1965, Chile in
1973 etc, the death squads in Nica-
ragua, and El Salvador and support
for numerous repressive regimes
around the world. And this list is not
an exhaustive one.

It is obvious that Australians who
work for peace in the world want our
federal government to cease support-
ing this incredible amount of death,
suffering, homelessness and envi-
ronmental damage caused by the
US Military Industrial Complex. As
Nick stated in his letter, for Austral-
ia to regain its self-esteem it needs
to become an independent and non-
aligned nation that works for peace,
social justice, human rights and care
for the environment internationally.

On the matter of the China Sea,
we now know that the Permanent
Court of Arbitration in The Hague
has ruled against China over mari-
time boundaries as a result of a
complaint brought by the Philip-
pines against China’s activities in
the South China Sea. We also know
that the recently re-elected Turnbull
government hails this decision and
Foreign Minister, Julie Bishop, has
called on China to abide by the UN
Convention of the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS).

There is a great deal of hypocrisy
in Australia’s position on this matter,
however. For 12 years, Austral-
ian governments have insisted that
Timor-Leste agrees to a very unfair
treaty whereby Australia is able
to take oil and gas resources from
Timor-Leste’s half of the Timor Sea.

The amount concerned could be
as high as $40 billion — an amount
that is very much needed by the poor-
est nation in the region after it seeks
to re-build and develop after 24 years
of occupation by the fascist Indone-
sian military. Australia, the wealthi-
est nation in the region, is unfairly
exploiting a very poor neighbour —
one that suffered mightily for sup-
porting Australia during World War
II.

Foreign Minister Julie Bishop
and Prime Minister Malcolm Turn-
bull need to realise that if Australia
wants its demands that China should
recognise UNCLOS in the China Sea
to be taken seriously, they must also
recognise the same convention in the
Timor Sea. After all, they recognise
the UNCLOS principle with NZ and
the Solomon Islands. Why are they
targeting our poorest neighbour so
ruthlessly?

Timor-Leste’s former resistance
leader, president and PM, Xanana
Gusmao, some time ago said that we
need to work for world peace and to
do this, we must work for interna-
tional social justice.

Andrew (Andy) Alcock

Information Officer
Australian East Timor
Friendship Association

Black Lives Matter rally

Richard Titelius

On the night of February 26, 2012,
in Sanford, Florida, a neighbour-
hood watch coordinator George
Zimmerman, after an altercation
with an unarmed African Ameri-
can high school student, Trayvon
Martin, shot and fatally wounded
Martin. The incident sparked pro-
tests across the United States call-
ing for justice for Trayvon Martin
and an end to what many people
both white and of colour saw as
racially motivated violence.

As a response, in July 2013,
three Black Queer women, Patrisse
Cullors, Alicia Garza and Opal
Tometi formed the Black Lives
Matter Network, now known by its
Twitter embodiment, #Black Lives
Matter.

The movement which they cre-
ated seeks to rebuild the Black lib-
eration movement and address the
institutionalised racism, extra judi-
cial killings of Black people by
police and vigilantes, the ways in
which Black people are deprived of
their basic human rights and dig-
nity, the high rates of incarceration
and the control, poverty and surveil-
lance accorded to Black people.

The killing of Black teenager
Michael Brown by a white police
officer in Ferguson, Missouri on

Adelaide

August 9, 2015, helped to propel
#Black Lives Matter further into the
public spotlight and this year’s mul-
tiple killings of Black men in the
United States has helped to spread
the cause of the movement beyond
the shores of the USA.

There have been Black Lives
Matters rallies in Sydney and Mel-
bourne, attended by over 3,500
people, and now in Perth.

The rally was organised by a
collective of three women, Yasmina,
Christelle and Jeremie who called
the event Black Lives Matter Peace-
fully Rally and was held at the Perth
Cultural Precinct in Northbridge on
July 23.

It was attended by over 400
people and commenced with a tradi-
tional Aboriginal smoking ceremo-
ny and welcome to country.

Perth has seen many rallies and
protests on Aboriginal issues, from
the closure of Aboriginal communi-
ties, Aboriginal deaths in custody,
the Stolen Generations, land rights
and native title. However, not since
the anti-Apartheid protests of the
1970s and 1980s has there been a
protest involving people of colour
of the region and the world.

The organisers of the Perth
Black Lives Matter Peacefully
spread their message out across
the city of Perth and the world

Launch of
Fidel’s Bar

Celebration of amalgamation of
the Port Adelaide United Workers' Clubs

2 pm Saturday August 13 (Fidel’s birthday!)
Royal Park Doghouse Club 66 Wattle Ave, Royal Park

Entertainment, finger food, bar service, raffles — Entry S10

Hosted by and proceeds to the Community Union Defence League

through a Facebook account of the
same name which had thousands of
followers.

Aboriginal speakers included
Selena and Robert Eggington, Mr
Bropho and Mervyn Eades, the
latter who had also recently been
awarded a National Indigenous
Human Rights Award.

Selena and Robert spoke on
various aspects of the effects of
the colonising experience on their
Noongar Aboriginal people and the
need to keep Black history alive to
give positivity, identity and strength
to current and future generations of
Aboriginal people. The manner in
which Aboriginal people see and
look after land is not based on the
Christian ethos, but in the ontology
or being of Aboriginal culture and
spiritually — their land (boodjar) is
not meant to be bought or sold but
to be “looked after”.

Mr Bropho gave a gut wrench-
ing account of his experiences
of incarceration which included
accounts of the suicides of other
Black inmates he had come into
contact with as well as his own
struggles in the various state incar-
ceration facilities.

Mervyn Eades reminded the
rally of the effects which institution-
alisation was still having on today’s
generations of Aboriginal people.

Christelle, one of the rally
organisers spoke of the African
experience of being seen as the
“other” in a white society. In addi-
tion to being Black and the issues
that may bring, many Africans from
northern and eastern countries of
the continent such as Sudan, Ethio-
pia, Somalia and Eritrea are also
Muslim which raises the prejudices
associated with Islamophobia.

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia supports the aims of the rally
and calls for an end to all forms of
racism and the politics of division
and supports a culture of respect
and recognition. &
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Under the NDIS hundreds of thousands of people with disabilities
will now get services they’ve never had. But closer examination of
the National Disability Insurance Scheme is required. The Health
and Community Services Union says the public should demand
nothing less in return for the $22 billion spent on the scheme and
the vulnerability of the recipients. But that’'s not happening. As the
funding formula stands in some states, the most vulnerable people
— those with profound disabilities living in residential accommoda-
tion — are likely to get a significantly lesser service. Furthermore,
the scheme is being rolled out without “quality and safeguarding
guidelines” in place. Health professional and carer staff num-
bers are supposed to double, but there’s no allowance for training
in the funding formula, or for minimum qualifications of the staff
who support people with complex cognitive and health issues.
In addition, the proposed structures are set up to drive down the
wages and conditions of workers in the sector. Set up to fail?

Housing bubble about to burst? In a recent survey of
1,500 people with a mortgage, ten percent said they
would be unable to meet their minimum loan repayments
over the next year. This is exacerbated by average wage
growth being at an 18 year low. Total household indebted-
ness has reached new record highs. A recipe for disaster?

Children are being groomed for gambling through multiplayer
first-person shooter games. But according to Senator Nick
Xenophon their parents are oblivious. “This is the Wild West
of online gambling that is actually targeting kids,” he says. The
games, such as Counter-Strike: Global Offensive, are played
by hundreds of thousands of Australian teenagers. Gambling
on video games is estimated to be worth $10.5 billion this
year and is wholly unregulated. It's along the lines of alcohol
and tobacco: get ‘em hooked early and you've got ‘em for life.

Following the strong swing against the Turnbull government at the
election, Community and Public Sector Union delegates are roll-
ing out a multi-faceted plan to resolve bargaining and achieve
decent outcomes for members. Because of the government’s
hardline and unworkable bargaining policy, around 75 percent
of Commonwealth public servants — more than 100,000 work-
ers — still don’'t have a new agreement and haven’t had a pay rise
in more than two years. Before the federal election Employment
Minister Michaelia Cash and PM Turnbull would not agree to
meet with the union and explore a resolution to their bargaining
mess. The union sees the strong swing against the Turnbull gov-
ernment at the election and community concerns on issues such
as outsourcing Medicare payments, CSIRO jobs and workplace
rights means it should change its approach and start listen-
ing, including to their own staff on Commonwealth bargaining.
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Bayer and Monsanto:

A marriage made in hell

The two multinationals that teamed up during the Vietnam War to poison millions of
people with the Agent Orange herbicide — US-based Monsanto and Germany's Bayer

AG - are looking to become one.

Martha Rosenberg and Ronnie Cummins

Bayer has announced a bid to buy Mon-
santo in a deal that would expand Bayer’s
GMO (genetically modified organism)
and pesticide holdings and add drugs to
Monsanto’s global portfolio. Monsanto has
rejected the latest bid, but the two are still
in talks.

If Monsanto, perhaps the most hated GMO
company in the world, joins hands with Bayer,
one of the most hated Big Pharma corporations
on Earth (whose evil deeds date back to World
War I and the Nazi era), the newly formed seed-
pesticide-drug behemoth would have combined
annual sales of $67 billion.

That’s a staggering figure. But here’s anoth-
er, even more alarming: Combined, the new
mega-chemical/seed company would control
29 percent of the world’s seed market and 24
percent of the pesticide market.

The Bayer-Monsanto merger is the third
recent proposed consolidation in the agricul-
ture markets in just months, following on the
heels of proposed mergers between chemical
and agritoxics titans Dow and DuPont, and
ChemChina and Syngenta.

“All of a sudden we have three major trans-
actions at the same time,” Matt Arnold, an ana-
lyst with financial services firm Edward Jones,
told The News Journal. “One would think that
would prompt regulators to really dial up the
scrutiny and think long and hard about whether
that much consolidation is in the best interest of
farmers and consumers.”

Indeed, reports the Journal, all three pro-
posed mergers face antitrust reviews by agen-
cies in the US, Europe and China, including
by the Federal Trade Commission, US Depart-
ment of Justice, the European Commission and
stockholders of the publicly traded companies.

Already Bayer shareholders have spoken
out, terming the move for Monsanto “arrogant
empire-building”, reported Reuters. Sharehold-
ers also worry that the takeover would dilute
Bayer’s core drug business currently flush with
sales of its blood-thinner Xarelto and Eylea, a
drug to treat blindness.

As noted, this is not the first time Bayer and
Monsanto will have teamed up, if the deal goes
through. “During the Vietnam war, Bayer was
involved in the development of Agent Orange
production ... carried out at the firm Mobay,
founded jointly by Bayer and Monsanto,” says
the Coalition Against Bayer Dangers.

The defoliant herbicide Agent Orange was
sprayed over millions of acres in Vietnam for
over a decade in “Operation Ranch Hand”,
despite numerous scientific studies and thou-
sands, later millions, of medical cases linking
the toxic chemical to birth defects and still-
births in animals and humans.

A history of unsafe drugs

Bayer and Monsanto both sell controversial
toxic agricultural chemicals and GMO seeds.
But if Bayer’s bid to take over Monsanto goes
through, it would mark Monsanto’s first entry
into Big Pharma.

Last year, Bayer was named the ninth larg-
est drug company in the world on the basis of
its yearly revenue of US$25.47 billion. The
drug giant, though, has been beset with drug
safety scandals, including deaths, for at least
three decades. Here are just a few of the scan-
dals that made the news:

* Blood-clotting drug
spread AIDS

In the 1980s, Bayer’s Cutter Laboratories
unit sold Factor VIII concentrate, a blood-clot-
ting medicine made using blood plasma from
donors. Though Factor VIII carried a high risk
of transmitting AIDS and Bayer knew, Bayer
continued to sell the drug in Asia and Latin

America while selling a new, safer product in
the West.

In Hong Kong and Taiwan alone, more than
100 haemophiliacs got HIV and “many have
since died”, reported the New York Times. Cut-
ter’s “financial investment in the product was
considered too high to destroy the inventory”,
said William Heisel of the Centre for Health
Reporting. “Cutter continued to sell the con-
taminated AHF [anti-haemophiliac factor] to
markets willing to accept it, including overseas
markets in Asia and Latin America, without the
recommended precaution of heat treating the
product to eliminate the risk.”

 Statin Baycol recalled

In 2001, Bayer withdrew its lucrative new
statin drug Baycol because more than 50 people
had died and more than six million patients
were at risk from the deadly side-effects of rap-
idly dissolving muscle tissue. Bayer removed
the drug from pharmacy shelves in the US,
Europe and Japan, and US and German lawyers
announced that they are planning an amended
class-action lawsuit in the US that would allow
European victims to seek damages.

As the number of deaths grew, Bayer stuck
to its story that “there is currently no proof
that the drug is the cause of the deaths” and
assured shareholders that “our sales this year
will increase even though Baycol will now be
absent.” Recently, Bayer was sentenced to pay
damages to Baycol victims in Argentina and
Italy. “Internal documents show that Bayer’s
management was aware of the serious health
risk for patients and even ignored warnings
from within the company,” according to the
Coalition Against Bayer Dangers.

* Yaz birth control pill
linked to deaths

Bayer’s Yaz birth control pill promised to
clear up acne and treat severe premenstrual syn-
drome in addition to preventing pregnancy. But
soon after its launch in 2006, there were reports
of associated blood clots, gall bladder disease,
heart attacks and strokes. The pill contained
drospirenone, a drug that had never before been
marketed in the US and likely caused the heart
problems through elevated potassium and a
change in the blood’s acid balance.

TV advertisements for Yaz in 2008 were so
misleading that the US Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA), in a rare move, ordered Bayer
to run correction ads. Thousands of injuries and
approximately 100 deaths were linked to Yaz in
law filings that followed.

* Xarelto: shady approval of
a dangerous drug

In 2012, the New York Times reported on
a class of new anti-clotting drugs which have
no antidote and can cause alarming bleeding
deaths. Bayer’s Xarelto is one of them. Even as
379 deaths have been linked to Xarelto, there
are reports of hidden and falsified data and
faulty technology that helped win the contro-
versial drug FDA approval. Trials were con-
ducted by Duke University’s Robert Califf,
who later became the new FDA Commissioner.
No conflict of interest there.

* Baytril, animal antibiotic
blocked by FDA

A 2015 Bayer brochure, coinciding with
public awareness of antibiotic abuse in live-
stock, says Bayer Animal Health “objects” to
“routine prophylactic use in healthy animals”
of fluoroquinolones, a type of antibiotic.

Yet it was just such “prophylactic use” that
got Bayer’s fluoroquinolone Baytril blocked
by the FDA a decade ago. The FDA said the
routine use of Baytril in chickens “has made it

difficult for doctors to treat human patients who
have food poisoning”. The Union of Concerned
Scientists called the decision a “big victory for
public health”. The FDA Commissioner at the
time, Lester Crawford, remarked that Baytril
“has not been shown to be safe for use in poul-
try”. The FDA continues to struggle against the
powerful lobbying of drug companies selling
livestock antibiotics, often by the ton.

“The devil’s chemists”

Many people have heard rumours about
Bayer’s roles in World Wars I and II. Sadly, they
are true and sometimes worse than have been
reported. “Carl Duisberg, the Bayer General
Director for decades, was personally involved
in the development of poison gas such as ‘Mus-
tard Gas’ in World War I and pushed for its use
on the front — contrary to international law,”
reports the Coalition Against Bayer Dangers.

Duisberg demanded the deportation of
tens of thousands of Belgian forced labourers,
according to the Coalition, and “strongly sup-
ported the merging of the German chemical
industry to create the IG Farben” conglomer-
ate implicated in Nazi atrocities.

“The 1G Farben cartel was crucial to the
Nazi war effort by supplying synthetic fuel,
rubber, and other chemicals,” reports Natural
News. The cartel also manufactured Zyklon-B,
the nerve gas used to kill millions at the con-
centration camps of Auschwitz, Birkenau and
elsewhere. Later known as “the devil’s chem-
ists”, IG Farben used unwilling inmates of the
concentration camps as slave labourers and
guinea pigs to test chemicals, pharmaceuticals
and vaccines. Tens of thousands died, and those
who became too ill to be of any use were mur-
dered in the gas chambers.

It is hard to believe a company linked to the
Holocaust, including horrific experiments con-
ducted on concentration camp victims, would
be thriving in the pharmaceutical, agrochemical
and GMO sectors. But it’s true, as evidenced
by this correspondence between an Ausch-
witz camp commander and Bayer Leverkusen,
which cites the “sale” of 150 female prisoners
for experiments:

“With a view to the planned experiments
with a new sleep-inducing drug we would
appreciate it if you could place a number of
prisoners at our disposal ...” — “We confirm
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your response, but consider the price of 200
RM per woman to be too high. We propose to
pay no more than 170 RM per woman. If this is
acceptable to you, the women will be placed in
our possession. We need some 150 women ...”
— “We confirm your approval of the agreement.
Please prepare for us 150 women in the best
health possible ...” — “Received the order for
150 women. Despite their macerated condition
they were considered satisfactory. We will keep
you informed of the developments regarding
the experiments ...” — “The experiments were
performed. All test persons died. We will con-
tact you shortly about a new shipment ...”

From chemical warfare
to “crop science”

Bayer is in agrochemicals and GMOs as
deeply as Monsanto, the company it seeks to
buy. In 2008, the Coalition Against Bayer Dan-
gers brought a charge against the Bayer Board
of Management with the Public Prosecutor in
Freiburg (south-western Germany) accusing
Bayer of contributing to the mass deaths of
bees all over the world through its aggressive
pesticide marketing. Since then, the bee debacle
has only grown worse, with thousands of hives
collapsing after poisoning by the pesticide clo-
thianidin, producing a worldwide crisis.

Since 1991, Bayer has been producing the
insecticide imidacloprid, one of the world’s
best-selling insecticides. Imidacloprid is used
to pre-treat genetically modified corn, sunflow-
er and rape seed (canola) seeds, despite evi-
dence that pre-treating seeds with insecticides
is ineffective. Imidacloprid was one of Bayer’s
top pesticides, exported to more than 120 coun-
tries. When its patent expired, Bayer brought a
similarly functioning successor product, clothi-
anidin, into the market in 2003. Both substanc-
es are systemic chemicals that work their way
from the seed through the plant. The substances
also get into the pollen and the nectar and can
damage beneficial insects such as bees.

In 2006, the Washington Post reported that
Bayer’s GMO rice LLRICE 601, endowed with
bacterial DNA that makes the rice plant resist-
ant to a weed killer made by the agricultural
giant Aventis, was spreading out of control.
US commercial supplies of long-grain rice had
become inadvertently contaminated with the
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rice not approved for human consumption, said
US Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns.

The following year, Bayer admitted it was
unable to control the spread of its genetically
engineered organisms despite “the best prac-
tices [to stop contamination]”, demonstrat-
ing once again that all outdoor field trials or
commercial growing of GMO crops must be
stopped.

Europe has been way ahead of the US
in acknowledging such dangers and banning
GMOs and dangerous pesticides.

Is merger a sign of decline?

While a Bayer-Monsanto deal (like a
DuPont-Dow deal or ChemChina-Syngenta
deal) certainly threatens the world food supply
with domination by GMOs and destructive
agrochemicals, there may be an under-reported
bright side: Industries that are doing well gen-
erally spin off; industries that are performing
poorly generally merge and consolidate.

Recent reports suggest the stock of large
agricultural, biotech and seed companies,
including Monsanto, is foundering — a likely
reflection of the growing, worldwide rejec-
tion of their products. Moreover, even though
a long-awaited, industry-friendly US National
Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medi-
cine report did not find human “dangers” in
consuming GMOs, it also definitively did not
find that they produced greater crop yields.
Wait, wasn’t that the justification given for cre-
ating GMO crops in the first place?

Thanks in large part to the global anti-
GMO and Millions Against Monsanto move-
ment, Monsanto, the “biotech bully”, is on the
ropes. The company hopes we’ll forget its evil
deeds by changing its name.

Not a chance. On October 14-16, wheth-
er or not the merger with Bayer goes through,
the US-based Organic Consumers Association
and the global grassroots will expose Mon-
santo’s crimes against humanity and the envi-
ronment at the Monsanto Tribunal, a citizens’
tribunal which will take place in The Hague,
Netherlands.

Perhaps it’s time to put Bayer and Big
Pharma on trial as well and build an even
larger global united front: Billions Against
Bayer-Monsanto.
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Culture in Revolution

In June of 1961, Fidel gave a speech
which became known as his “Words
to Intellectuals,” rightly considered a
fundament element of revolutionary
Cuba'’s cultural policy.

Pedro de la Hoz

June 16, 23, and 30, 1961, were intense days
of open, frank discussion at José Marti
National Library in Havana. Fidel and a
significant group of Cuban writers and art-
ists from various disciplines held a dialogue,
during which concerns, doubts, and prob-
lems related to the creation and distribu-
tion of ideas, art and literature surfaced.
Relations between the country’s nascent
institutions and the intellectual community
were addressed.

On the final day, Fidel gave a speech which
became known as his “Words to Intellectuals,”
rightly considered a foundational element of
revolutionary Cuba’s cultural policy.

First of all, it is significant that the Coman-
dante en Jefe made time and devoted energy to
a meeting of this kind. Only a few months had
passed since the mercenary invasion at Playa
Girén on the Bay of Pigs, and while the vic-
tory was fresh in everyone’s mind, the drums of
war had not ceased. On the contrary, Washing-
ton had redoubled its efforts to engender coun-
terrevolutionary bands around the country; the
cruel effects of the blockade were being felt in
the daily life of the population; and South Flor-
ida was being established as the nesting ground
of subversion for the US dependent bourgeoisie
which had been defeated in Cuba.

Regardless, the country’s political leader-
ship considered the dialogue necessary, one
that could not be delayed. Culture was a prior-
ity — and as we will see, continued to be, and
is today. Between 1959 and 1961, amidst pro-
found, radical socio-economic transformations,
and the sharpening of conflict between the US
and Cuba, founded were the Cuban Institute
of Cinematographic Art and Industry, the Casa
de las Américas, the national printing facility,
and re-founded were the National Ballet, under
the direction of Alicia Alonso, and the Nation-
al Symphony Orchestra. The National Theatre
began to take shape, and just hours before the
aggression at Giron began, the training of arts
instructors for primary and secondary schools
was launched.

The most transcendental cultural project
underway at that time was the Literacy Cam-
paign, with more than 268,000 volunteers, in
every corner of the country. Some 707,000
people learned to read and write, in less than
a year.

There have been many malicious distor-
tions of the letter and spirit of a single, oft-
quoted phrase in Fidel’s speech: “Within the
Revolution, everything; against the Revolution,
nothing.” Sometimes “against” is replaced with
“outside” or the statement’s broad, inclusive
foundation is confused with an intention to
restrict, diametrically opposed to this very pre-
cise political formulation. The idea was, and is,
synonymous with unity within diversity, con-
struction of a consensus, beyond current or pos-
sible differences, a broad variety of points of
view, beyond sects and dogmas. “Against” was
and is the inalienable right of the Revolution to
exist and defend itself, then and now, against
aggression, threats, and dangers.

Fidel expressed a basic principle, “Allow
me to tell you that, in the first place, the Revo-
lution defends liberty, that the Revolution has
brought the country a great number of liberties,
that the Revolution cannot, by its very nature,
be an enemy of liberties; if someone’s concern
is that the Revolution may suffocate the crea-
tive spirit, this concern is unnecessary, this con-
cern is unjustified.”

He stated later, “It is possible that men and
women, who in reality have a truly revolution-
ary attitude, may not constitute a majority of the
population; revolutionaries are the vanguard of
the population. But revolutionaries must aspire
to having the entire people march forward with
them.

“The Revolution cannot forego that all
honest men and women, be they writers or
artists, march forward with it; the Revolu-
tion must aspire that everyone who has doubts
becomes a revolutionary; the Revolution must
attempt to win over the greatest portion of the
population with its ideas; the Revolution must
never renounce counting on the majority of
the people, counting not only on revolution-
aries, but on all honest citizens, although they
may not be revolutionaries — that is to say, that
although they may not have a revolutionary atti-
tude about life — they are with the Revolution.”

A re-reading of “Words to Intellectuals”
leads us to consider a broad range of issues and
proposals, whose relevance, in the majority of
cases, should guide our current efforts.

Fidel Castro during the speech known as “Words to Intellectuals”.

Of special significance among these is the
prospect of creating and supporting a system
of cultural institutions to encourage creative
work, and promote it on a broad scale socially.
The democratisation of culture has been one
of the pillars of the Revolution’s efforts in this
arena of life.

Fidel’s dream of “creating the conditions
which allow all artistic, literary or scientific
talent, of any kind, to be developed,” has been
coming true.

A year after these words came the creation
of the National Art Schools, of Cubanacan — the
cornerstone of an arts education program later
extended throughout the country — providing
children and youth, who because of their ori-
gins could not even dream of academic train-
ing, access to this type of training and skills in a
wide range of artistic expressions. This process
has continued, reaching unprecedented levels,
with highly qualified musicians, dancers, visual
artists, actors, and performers graduating every
year.

Those meetings, in June of 1961, estab-
lished an ongoing, fluid channel of communica-
tion between the country’s political leadership
and its artistic and intellectual movement.

Writer Ambrosio Fornet has commented,
“What he (Fidel) said was that we all belonged
to a single movement that we called the Cuban
Revolution, a movement of transformation.
And the question he asked intellectuals and
artists was: How are you going to participate
in this process? What can you contribute to this
process? He left a response to both of these, and
at the same time, one for practical activity, for
real functioning, not in accordance with prefer-
ences, but in order to insert the cultural debate
within the process of change.”

Fidel was the one who unequivocally
asserted, “The Revolution means precisely
more culture and more art,” reaffirming the
commitment of the country’s political vanguard
to this essential dimension of development.

He who then proclaimed, “We are going to
make war on ignorance, we are going to wage a
battle against ignorance, we are going to ignite
an irreconcilable argument against ignorance,”
was the same person who years later, in the
1990s, amidst the hardship and tenacious resist-
ance of those difficult times, said “Culture is the
first thing that must be saved.”
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“Strike, strike, strike”

David Trujillo

LOS ANGELES: Ed Reyes Sr
worked as a meat cutter at Vons
supermarket for over 20 years. He
was also a long-time member of
the United Food and Commercial
Workers union (UFCW). Over the
years, he saw many changes take
place in the grocery industry, such
as corporate mergers and far too
many attacks on wages and ben-
efits by owners and management.

He also saw, however, the way
in which his union fostered a strong
membership that was able to come
together and fight against any con-
tract concessions. Reyes was eventu-
ally able to retire with a good pension
— something that his union had fought
hard for.

Ed Reyes was my father-in-law
and a proud union member.

He passed away several years
ago, but even in retirement and into
his last days he remained a strong
union supporter. Today, his son, Ed
Reyes Jr, is also a member of the
UFCW. He and 47,000 other gro-
cery workers are now on the verge
of a strike as they struggle to defend
the gains that his father and others
fought to win. These union mem-
bers are employed across a variety
of stores operating in Southern Cali-
fornia under the Ralphs, Albertsons,
Vons, Pavilions, and Safeway brands.

The last strike by these UFCW
workers, which lasted for 141 days,
was in 2003-04. It was a long and dif-
ficult strike. Many lives were impact-
ed and the entire grocery industry in
Southern California was negative-
ly affected. Some consumers aban-
doned the traditional grocery stores
and began to support the independent
markets. Many, such as the retired Ed
Reyes Sr, refused to cross the picket

lines. They worked with the union
and adopted neighbourhood markets
to set up pickets.

The union learned many lessons
during that last strike, but the con-
tract negotiations now taking place
are based upon some of the same type
of concessions the employers pushed
for previously. The grocery chains are
aggressively attempting to cut ben-
efits, continue a two-tiered employ-
ment system that divides older and
newer workers, and reduce the com-
panies’ contributions to health care
and retirement plans.

It seems the only choice the
workers have left is to strike. It’s
their livelihood at stake.

Rob O’Connell, an employee
of Vons for more than two decades,
has been working part-time and is
trying to make a living on the low
wages the company pays. Rob told
People’s World, “These wages are
not enough to sustain a decent living
in Los Angeles. I have worked part-
time for 24 years and have never
been offered a full time position.
Scheduling is just one of many con-
cerns. I can tell you this, I’'m not
alone. All the people I work with
are ready to strike.”

Rob is right. On the streets of
Los Angeles, hundreds of grocery
workers and members of the com-
munity came out recently to support
those now facing a strike. At a rally
on West Third Street, where both a
Vons and a Ralphs market are locat-
ed, UFCW members carried a sign
summing up their position: “Grocery
jobs should feed a family.”

Marchers stuck to their position
that management at the grocery cor-
porations is stalling on negotiations
—holding out until the members give
in. But one union member could be
heard yelling, “If we don’t get it, shut

Tackling
hate crime

Peter Lazenby

BRITAIN: Unions have been
urged to take a leading role in
stamping out racist hate crimes in
the wake of the referendum vote to
leave the European Union. A new
Trade Union Congress report calls
for action to deal with a dramatic
increase in racist hate crimes fol-
lowing the Brexit victory.

It calls for more funding for key
Civil Service areas, including HM
Revenue and Customs, the Gang-
masters’ Licensing Authority and
the Border Force.

The report also argues against
cuts to public spending in areas
including the NHS, education,
social services and other key public
services, such as English language
courses for immigrants.

Welcoming the report, the
Public and Commercial Services
union (PCS) stressed the importance
of tackling racism and demanded
expansion of the migration impact
fund.

The union said it would present
a motion to the annual TUC Con-
gress in September condemning
“the government’s increasingly
vitriolic rhetoric on immigration,
including the introduction of poli-
cies such as Theresa May’s ‘Go
Home’ vans.”

It argued that the EU

referendum result “has encouraged
and provided legitimacy for the
open expression of such prejudice.”

The planned motion will say
that Ukip and sections of the Tory
Party have sought to channel the
anger at injustice felt in many work-
ing-class communities into blaming
migration and migrants for low pay,
unemployment, housing shortages
and poor public services.

It also calls for a “new anti-rac-
ism campaign that is integrated with
an active anti-cuts, anti-austerity
campaign.”

PCS general secretary Mark
Serwotka said: “The rise in racism
during and since the EU referendum
is sickening, but it didn’t come from
nowhere. Successive governments
must shoulder the blame.

“Unions have a vital role to play
in tackling this, but it must go hand
in hand with a campaign to end aus-
terity and develop a clear alternative
economic policy to provide decent
jobs and hope for the future.”

TUC general secretary Franc-
es O’Grady called on the public
to “stand up for modern British
and trade union values,” including
respecting difference and showing a
profound opposition to racism and
extremism. “And it means standing
together against any resurgence in
racism or xenophobia,” she added.
Morning Star &
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There exists a lgbor dispute between Albartsons, Ralphs and Vons and
United Food & Commercial Workers Local 770

it down. No contract, No peace! Cor-
porate greed has got to go!”

The union has set August 8 as the
deadline for a strike. Rigo Valdez,
Organising Director for UFCW Local
770, said “Today we take over the
streets. Today we welcome all our
supporters but today our speakers
will only be the workers.”

Several workers took the stage
on a flat-bed truck parked in the
middle of the street. All agreed that
it is employers who are pushing them
to strike. They were also all agreed,
however, that they are ready to fight.

Valdez listed all the union sup-
port that the grocery workers can
count on from the AFL-CIO, the
Los Angeles County Federation of
Labour, and several other unions.

He said, “As we take to the
streets today, community supporters
are presenting management a letter
demanding that they negotiate a con-
tact so that workers can make ends
meet.”

These pledges of solidarity were
well-received.

The crowd chanted back, “Strike!
Strike! Strike!”

People’s World &

Cuba’s record tourism

More than two million tourists
have visited Cuba already this
year, Tourism Minister Manuel
Marrero said last week, meaning
that the country is on track for
a record number of visitors. He
revealed that visitor numbers are
running 12 percent ahead of those
last year, when the current record
was set.

The surge is credited to a wave
of international interest in Cuba
prompted by the announcement
of US-Cuba detente in December
2014. Visitor numbers are expected
to receive a major boost after com-
mercial flights from the United
States begin this month.

The rise in tourism has strained
the country’s infrastructure, filling
hotels to capacity and creating long
waits at Havana’s Jose Marti Inter-
national Airport.

The government has announced
that Aeroports de Paris, the French
state-owned company that runs
Charles de Gaulle, Orly and other
Paris airports, would receive a con-
cession to operate Jose Marti, which
will be renovated by the French firm
Bouygues.

The announcement contained no
details, but updating the airport to
receive hundreds of thousands more
tourists a year will almost certainly
become one of the most important
infrastructure projects in Cuba.

It would also represent the larg-
est French-Cuban deal since Presi-
dent Frangois Hollande visited the
island in May 2015.

Marrero said that Cuba expects
to receive 3.8 million tourists this
year.

Foreign Ministry official Jose-
fina Vidal, who is Cuba’s specialist

on relations with the US, noted that
138,000 US citizens had visited in
the first half of 2016, an 80 percent
increase that made the US the sec-
ond-largest source of visitors after
Canada.

Cuba has become increasing-
ly dependent on tourism as other
aspects of the economy have failed
to keep pace. President Raul Castro
warned last month that the country
faced sharply slower growth this
year and the economy has expanded
by a mere 1 per cent in the first half
of 2016.

Cuba has begun cutting back on
energy use, primarily in government
offices, where workers are being
told to leave early and cut back on
air conditioning.

Morning Star &
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Darius Shahtahmasebi

Corporate media regularly
attempts to present Bashar al-
Assad’s government in Syria as
solely responsible for the ongoing
conflict in the region. The media
does report on events that contra-
dict this narrative — albeit spar-
ingly — but taken together, these
underreported details shine a new
light on the conflict.

10: Bashar al-Assad
has a higher approval

rating than Barack
Obama

Despite Obama’s claims Assad
is illegitimate and must step down,
the fact remains that since the con-
flict erupted in 2011, Assad has held
the majority support of his people.
The elections in 2014 — which Assad
won by a landslide with international
observers claiming no violations — is
a testament to the fact that although
Assad has been accused of serious
human rights violations, he continues
to remain reasonably popular with
the Syrian people.

Obama, on the other hand, won
elections in 2012 with a voter turnout
of'a mere 53.6 percent of the Ameri-
can public; only 129.1 million total
were votes cast. This means approx-
imately 789.8 million American
people did not vote for Obama. His
current approval rating sits at about
50 percent.

9: The “moderate”
opposition

There is no such a thing as “mod-
erate” opposition in Syria. The so-
called Western-backed Free Syrian
Army (FSA) has been dominated
by extremists for years. The US has
known this yet has continued to sup-
port the Syrian opposition, despite
the fact the New York Times reported
in 2012 that the majority of weapons
being sent to Syria have been ending
up in the hands of jihadists. A classi-
fied DIA report predicted the rise of
ISIS in 2012, stating:

“If the situation unravels, there
is the possibility of establishing a
declared or undeclared Salafist prin-
cipality in eastern Syria ... and this is
exactly what the supporting powers
to the opposition want, in order to
isolate the Syrian regime.”

Further, an FSA commander
went on record not only to admit his
fighters regularly conduct joint oper-
ations with al-Nusra (Al-Qaeda in
Syria), but also that he would like to
see Syria ruled by Sharia law.

Apparently, moderate can also
mean “Al-Qaeda affiliated fanatic.”

Syria:

8: Assad never used
chemical weapons on

his own people

A UN investigation into the first
major chemical weapons attack com-
mitted in early 2013 — an atrocity the
West immediately pinned on Assad
— concluded the evidence suggested
the attack was more likely commit-
ted by the Syrian opposition. A sub-
sequent UN investigation into the
August 2013 attack never laid blame
on anyone, including Assad’s forces.
In December 2013, Pulitzer prize-
winning journalist Seymour Hersh
released an article highlighting defi-
ciencies in the way the situation was
handled:

“In the months before the attack,
the American intelligence agencies
produced a series of highly classi-
fied reports ... citing evidence that
the al-Nusra Front, a jihadi group
affiliated with Al-Qaida, had mas-
tered the mechanics of creating sarin
and was capable of manufacturing it
in quantity. When the attack occurred
al-Nusra should have been a suspect,
but the administration cherry-picked
intelligence to justify a strike against
Assad.”

7: Toppling the Syrian
regime was part of a
plan adopted shortly
after 9/11

According to a memo disclosed
by four star General Wesley Clark,
shortly after 9/11, the Pentagon
adopted a plan to topple the govern-
ments of seven countries within five
years. The countries were Iraq, Leba-
non, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria,
and Iran.

As we know, Iraq was invaded in
2003. American ally Israel tried its
hand at taking out Lebanon in 2006.
Libya was destroyed in 2011. Prior to
this intervention, Libya had the high-
est standard of living of any country
in Africa. In 2015 alone, it dropped
27 places on the UN Human Devel-
opment Index rating. US drones fly
over Somalia, US troops are sta-
tioned in South Sudan — Sudan was
partitioned following a brutal civil
war — and Syria has been the scene of
a deadly war since 2011. This leaves
only Iran, which is discussed below.

6: Iran and Syria have
a mutual defence

agreement

Since 2005, Iran and Syria have
been bound by a mutual defence
agreement. The Iranian government
has shown they intend to fully honour
this agreement and has provided the

Sydney

Although Assad has been accused of serious human rights violations, he confinues to remain reasonably popular with
the Syrian people.

Syrian regime with all manner of sup-
port, including troops, a US$1 billion
credit line, training, and advisement.

What makes this conflict even
more dangerous, however, is the fact
Russia and China have sided with
Iran and Syria, stating openly they
will not tolerate any attack on Iran.
Russia’s military intervention in
Syria in recent months proves these
are not idle threats — they have put
their money where their mouth is.

Iran has been in the crosshairs of
the US foreign policy establishment
for some time now. George W Bush
failed to generate the support needed
to attack Iran during his time in office
— though not for lack of trying — and
since 2012, sanctions have been the
go-to mantra.

By attacking and destabilising
Iran’s most important ally in the
region, the powers that be can under-
mine Iranian attempts to spread its
influence in the region, ultimately
further weakening Iran.

5: Former Apple CEO
is the son of a Syrian
refugee

The late Steve Jobs, founder of
Apple, was the son of a Syrian who
moved to the United States in the
1950s. This is particularly amusing
given the amount of xenophobia,
Islamophobia, racism and hatred
refugees and migrants seem to have
inspired — even from aspiring presi-
dents. Will a President Donald Trump
create the conditions in which future

Vigil demanding
that the USA stop
the blockade on Cuba

\
\{‘ Wednesday August 17 at 5:30 pm

Sydney Martin Place

Also to stop the subversion of funds against Cuba and
return Guantanamo to the Cuban people.

technological pioneers may never
reach the United States? His rhetoric
seems to indicate as much.

4: ISIS arose out of the
US invasion of Iraq,
not the Syrian conflict

ISIS was formerly known as Al-
Qaeda in Iraq, which rose to prom-
inence following the US-UK led
invasion of Iraq in 2003. It is well-
known that there was no tangible Al-
Qaeda presence in Iraq until after the
invasion, and there is a reason for
this. When Paul Bremer was given
the role of Presidential Envoy to Iraq
in May 2003, he dissolved the police
and military. Bremer fired close to
400,000 former servicemen, includ-
ing high-ranking military officials
who fought in the Iran-Iraq war in
the 1980s. These generals now hold
senior ranking positions within ISIS.
If it weren’t for the United States’
actions, ISIS likely wouldn’t exist.

ISIS was previously known by
the US security establishment as
Al-Qaeda in Iraq (AQI), but these
fighters ultimately became central to
Western regime change agendas in
Libya and Syria. When the various
Iraqi and Syrian Al-Qaeda-affiliated
groups merged on the Syrian border
in 2014, we were left with the fully-
fledged terror group we face today.

3: Turkey, Qatar, and
Saudi Arabia wanted
to build a pipeline
through Syria, but
Assad rejected it

In 2009, Qatar proposed a pipe-
line to run through Syria and Turkey
to export Saudi gas. Assad reject-
ed the proposal and instead formed
an agreement with Iran and Iraq to
construct a pipeline to the European
market that would cut Turkey, Saudi
Arabia, and Qatar out of the route
entirely. Since then, Turkey, Qatar,
and Saudi Arabia have been staunch
backers of the opposition seeking
to topple Assad. Collectively, they
have invested billions of dollars, lent
weapons, encouraged the spread of
fanatical ideology, and helped smug-
gle fighters across their borders.

The Iran-Iraq pipeline will
strengthen Iranian influence in the
region and undermine their rival,
Saudi Arabia — the other main OPEC

producer. Given the ability to trans-
port gas to Europe without going
through Washington’s allies, Iran will
hold the upper-hand and will be able
to negotiate agreements that exclude
the US dollar completely.

2: Leaked phone calls
show Turkey provides
ISIS fighters with
expensive medical
care

Turkey’s support for hardline
Islamists fighting the Syrian regime
is extensive. In fact, jihadists regu-
larly refer to the Turkish border as
the “gateway to Jihad.” In May 2016,
reports started emerging of Turkey
going so far as to provide ISIS fight-
ers with expensive medical treatment.

Turkey is a member of NATO.
Let that sink in for a moment.

1: Western media’s
main source for the
conflict is a T-shirt
shop in Coventry,
England

This is not a joke. If you follow
the news, you most probably have
heard the mainstream media quote an
entity grandiosely called the “Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights”
(SOHR).

This so-called “observatory” is
run by one man in his home in Cov-
entry, England — thousands of miles
away from the Syrian conflict — yet
is quoted by most respected Western
media outlets (BBC, Reuters, UK
Guardian, and International Busi-
ness Times, for example). His cre-
dentials include his ownership of a
T-shirt shop just down the road, as
well as being a notorious dissident
against the current Syrian president.

Despite the fact much of the
information in this article comes
from mainstream outlets, those cir-
culating it refuse to put all of the sto-
rylines together to give the public an
accurate picture of what is going on
in Syria.

People have the right to be prop-
erly informed before they allow
themselves to be led down the road
of more war in the Middle East, and
consequently, more terror attacks
and potential conflicts with Russia
and China.

Information Clearing House &
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End apologist role

Re “War crimes come home”
(Guardian July 13), the bulk of the
intelligence against the Iraq war
was ignored — as were the over
one million Australians who pro-
tested on one day in Sydney and
Melbourne alone — and prompted
the resignation of Ian Wilkie who
was one of the top intelligence
officers — because he felt that the
advice was being ignored by John
Howard and his government.

The result was an illegal inva-
sion and occupation of a sovereign
country and without the second res-
olution in the United Nations which
would’ve been required to go ahead

with the war — and not as a measure
of last resort.

Australia need a royal commis-
sion similar to Chilcott inquiry to
find out how we got involved in this
war and why the intelligence was
ignored — and some people going as
far as to say that Mr Blair Mr bush
and including Mr Howard, should be
referred to the war crimes tribunal.

We need to make sure that any
future decision to go to war should
need the full approval of the par-
liament — including both Houses of
Parliament.

The Australian troops should not
be blamed for this tragedy but the
decision to go to war including John
Howard’s role should be held fully
accountable via a Royal Commission.

Australians need to know how
the decision was made and what
was the process and why the intel-
ligence was either wrong or ignored,
and why it was not a measure of last
resort, particularly for the families of
those soldiers who gave their lives.

And Australia’s subservient role
in the ANZUS alliance needs to be
examined i.e. whether Australian for-
eign policy should be seen simply as
a part of the “coalition of the will-
ing” — and the tragic cost of such a

Letters / Culture & Life

position i.e. when an Australian PM

can follow the alliance uncritically

and un-democratically as an apolo-
gist and supporter of the US.

T Southern

Brisbane

Fighting privatisation

We are now into our second term
of a Liberal-National government
at both a federal and NSW level.
Public services are under attack.
We have a critical job to stand up
to extreme policies and advance
the common good. Having been
re-elected as a Greens NSW Sena-
tor this will be a key part of my
work in coming months.

The Turnbull and Baird govern-
ments and their conservative back-
ers are pushing a privatisation agenda
that attacks the rights of ordinary
people and damages the environment
by eroding public services and sell-
ing off our assets.

In NSW, we have seen this
agenda seep into aspects of public
life. The privatisation of our electric-
ity network is already starting to bite.
Workers lost their jobs and commu-
nities were denied control over their

energy future. This is the inevitable
outcome when public assets are sold.

The WestConnex private motor-
way project is being rammed through
each stage of development despite
overwhelming planning, environ-
mental and economic submissions
opposing it.

Our diverse environments are
being irreparably damaged across the
state through land clearing, pollution,
and coal and CSG mining approvals
and expansions.

In NSW people face new pen-
alties if they protest against these
extreme policies. They can be gaoled
for up to seven years. At a feder-
al level, the Turnbull government
has ruthless policies that will drive
greater inequality. They have an eye
on deregulating university fees and
private companies are undermin-
ing TAFE. Freezing the Medicare
rebate is about ending universal bulk
billing.

These blatant attacks on public
services, public spaces and demo-
cratic rights must be called out for
what they are. Conservative govern-
ments rarely describe their policies as
“privatisation”. You may instead hear
“competition”. Their intent however
is the same.

Guardian

Even ACCC chairman Rod Sims
has warned of the dangers associated
with privatisation, pleading with gov-
ernments to stop selling off public
assets.

We should not measure the worth
of systems by their economic ben-
efit. Public services like education,
transport and health largely run at an
economic loss. The reason that gov-
ernments maintain these services is
because of the benefits they bring.

A society where people have the
right to public space and access to
quality, free public services helps
break down inequality. We are in for
a challenging few years. Our fight to
retain public services for the public
good is critical. Together in conver-
sations with friends and family and
actions on the streets and through our
community groups and unions is how
we can work for and achieve a better
future.

In my coming term as a Greens
NSW Senator this approach will be
central to my work. I look forward
to working with you.

Senator Lee Rhiannon
Greens Senator for NSW

Cult

by
Rob Gow!

The business of government in NSW

We’ve said it before — and, unfortunately,
will doubtless have occasion to say it again:
Liberal Party politicians view government
as merely an extension of the practice of
business. They use government to do what-
ever they can for their corporate mates and
in return they get seats on the boards of cor-
porations when they leave (or get thrown
out of) office. What other lucrative deals are
put their way is anybody’s guess because
they don’t publicise that sort of thing. Can’t
imagine why not. Can you?

Even when they do not benefit personally
from government decisions, they still see the
practice of government as an integral part of
the “free enterprise” system. It may not benefit
them directly but it does benefit their class and
that is ultimately what matters. Although they
are regularly given to loudly proclaiming their
adherence to democracy, in fact they have con-
tempt for democratic rights whenever the exer-
cise of those rights conflicts with the pursuit of
corporate profit. Or when the people seeking to
exercise their democratic rights are those awful
trade unionists, who for reasons known only
to the lower classes are always hostile to their
employers, a group of benevolent souls only
trying to do good in the community, as they will
readily tell you through gritted teeth.

In NSW, Premier Mike Baird’s Liberal
government has demonstrated this attitude in
spades. It has overridden popular community
opposition to approve the opening of new coal
mines and the expansion of existing ones. It
has similarly approved numerous licences for

the environmentally disastrous coal-seam gas
industry. It has seized on a report into instanc-
es of malpractice among some of the people
involved in the poor man’s sport of greyhound
racing to shut down all greyhound racing in the
state, an extraordinary case of collective pun-
ishment in which the innocent are punished for
the offences of others.

The Libs’ lack of concern for the plight of
pensioners and the children of the poor, for the
unemployed and people on sickness benefits or
workers’ compensation who are routinely har-
assed by Centrelink and by investigators hired
by insurance companies makes a mockery of
their professed concern for ill-treated grey-
hounds. No wonder there are those who believe
that Mike Baird is motivated more by the pos-
sibility of securing for his property developer
mates control of the extremely valuable real
estate embodied in Harold Park and the 18
other greyhound racetracks in NSW!

The latest issue of my local community
newspaper, The Rural Grapevine, has an arti-
cle dealing with aspects of the Baird govern-
ment’s practices, under the revealing headline
“Democracy — a thing of the past in NSW.” The
article says in part: “We have a state govern-
ment clearly out of control that is making deci-
sions at the whim of the big end of town and
the mining industry.” People in our valley have
been fighting for years now to stop a South
Korean-owned company, Kores, from estab-
lishing a long-wall underground coal mine in
the valley.

A coal mine in the valley would threaten our

rural water supply, cause subsidence, adversely
affect dams and streams and hence both wild-
life and stock, and replace our healthy rural
fresh air with coal dust and other pollutants.

“There is no doubt”, says The Grapevine,
“that the mining industry have an agenda, one
that will destroy the environment and people’s
homes. But with Baird on their side they ‘jack-
boot’ their way across the countryside like the
ten plagues of Moses, destroying everything in
their path.”

The article goes on to describe how a
peaceful demonstration by people opposed to
the expansion of a different mine, this time Rio
Tinto’s Warkworth mine, faced “the reality of
Baird’s ‘hammer of injustice’.

“These law-abiding citizens gathered in
protest on the Putty Road opposite the mine.
They chose a site on the road that overlooked
Saddleback Ridge — the land that was decreed
ina 2003 deed of agreement between the NSW
government and the mining giant as being pro-
tected in perpetuity from mining. Unfortunate-
ly, that deed of agreement wasn’t worth the
paper it was written on according to the NSW
government and the mining company.

“Those opposed to the mine’s expansion,
in particular the destruction of Saddleback
Ridge, the closure of Wallaby Scrub Road and
the loss of the endangered Warkworth Sands
Woodlands, have to date pursued their oppo-
sition through legal recourse. They have won
two landmark court cases that both said the
mine should not proceed. But the government
and the mining company have proceeded as if

those court cases were non-existent or actually
favoured the mine proceeding. ...

“It would appear that under the pseudo
democracy of the NSW state Liberals a deci-
sion by the Court is not binding when not in
their favour. And, if need be, they’ll change the
law to suit their purpose.”

The article goes on to describe the authori-
ties” heavy-handed response to the small and
peaceful demonstration on the Putty Road.
The coppers turned up (summoned no doubt
by Rio Tinto) to tell the outraged demonstra-
tors that they were breaking the law and if they
did not move on they would be arrested. Abo-
riginal elders, Kevin Taggart and his sister, who
were present, objected. “We have been treat-
ed like dirt all our lives and today nothing has
changed.” They were both arrested.

Louise Nichols from the Singleton Argus
filmed the encounter with the police. “The
brutal way the police dealt with Kevin and his
sister was shocking to watch”, she comment-
ed. She has posted her film of the incident on
Facebook.

The Rural Grapevine summed up the situ-
ation thus: “So how has it come to this — basic
rights denied [the right to protest was con-
firmed by the High Court under the late Justice
Murphy], woeful government leadership and
atrocious planning laws? One must ask, ‘Who
is receiving the payoff?’”

Who indeed? Although one can make
an educated guess. Just ask yourself “who
benefits?” &
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Film review by Eric A Gordon

Café Society

Loved, loved, and meh Café Soci-
ety, this year’s instalment of the
annual Woody Allen film produc-
tion factory. How that guy keeps
‘em coming not only so regularly
but also on such a generally high
level of interest, is truly a phenom-
enon of continued creative juices
still flowing in the senior decades.
Are they studying him in gerontol-
ogy schools?

Set in the mid-to-late 1930s, his
story focuses on Bobby Dorfman (a
strong and gentle Jesse Eisenberg),
going nowhere in his dad’s modest
business, yearning to seek his for-
tune along the starry, storied streets
of Hollywood, where his uncle Phil
(Steve Carell), his mum’s brother,
is a major movie agent handling the
town’s biggest talent. Bobby falls
in love with Phil’s secretary Vonnie
(the attractive, fun Kristen Stewart).
He also wants to put a little distance
between himself and his brother Ben
(Corey Stoll in the Damon Runyon
lovable gangster mould). There’s also
a schoolteacher sister Evelyn and her
husband, identified in Woody Allen’s
voiceover narration as a Communist.

The affair with Vonnie does not
go smoothly, and the heartbroken
Bobby returns to New York where he
helps to manage a high-end nightclub
— Café Society — with his brother. It’s
a toney spot where you can meet the
¢lite at the intersection of politics,

business, culture and crime. On the
rebound from his instructive but dis-
astrous sojourn in Hollywood, Bobby
meets a divorcee, Veronica Hayes
(Blake Lively), at the club, and they
soon get married and start a family.

The tale is a romantic bittersweet
fantasy with all the trademark Allen
elements we have come to expect
and appreciate: the absurd extrava-
gance of emotions and events, the
juxtaposition of sublime adolescent
confusion and stereotypical Jewish
neuroticism against violent gang-
sterism and consumerist excess, and
the creative tension between (well,
let’s face it, caricatures of) New York
versus Los Angeles, the old East
Coast/West Coast divide. The con-
voluted story leaves the characters
with Allen’s wise and by now stand-
ard conflation of regrets, nostalgia,
compromises, missteps and missed
chances. A metaphor for life itself.
Loved his fog of uncertain outcomes.

Also loved Vittorio Storaro’s sat-
urated cinematography, both indoors
and out, and the over-the-top period
set designs by Santo Loquasto. In
this visually enchanting film we
step into the champagne worlds of
the one percent in hustle-bustle New
York City and the dream capital of
the planet, Los Angeles in its Holly-
wood heyday.

So where does the meh come
in? Maybe I'm just too much of

FIDEL IS FIDEL

Photographs by Roberto Chile

19th - 20th August 2016

An exhibition of iconic images celebrating Fidel Castro's 90th birthday.

You are invited to attend the opening on Friday 19th August 6 pm to 8 pm.

Light refreshments provided. Free entry.

On Saturday 20th August the exhibition runs from 10 am to 4.30 pm.

Enjoy the screening of Roberto Chile's documentary Fidel is Fidel at 11am

and Oliver Stone's documentary Comandante at 2 pm.

The exhibition is supported by the Cuban Embassy in Australia
The Cuban Institute of Cinematographic Art and Industry

The Cuban Institute of Friendship with the People

The Australia-Cuba Friendship Society, and the CFMEU WA branch

For more information: acfsperth@gmail.com or call 0419812872
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Jesse Eisenberg and Kristen Stewart in Woody Allen’s Café Society.

a People’s World kind of critic to
just let the fantasy roll where Allen
wants to take us. If he does address
the theme of place as central to this
film, he also just about totally disre-
gards the sense of time, except for the
roadsters and the costume designs.
We’re in the late 1930s — the Great
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Depression, you’ve heard of it? Not
a soul down on his luck selling apples
or pencils in sight. Okay, maybe
that’s too clichéd. How about some
nod to FDR or the New Deal? Or a
mention of the Spanish Civil War and
the convulsion going on in Europe?
The supposedly Communist brother-
in-law is portrayed only as a weak,
nebbishy, feckless sort (the typical
Woody Allen stand-in) who wants to
avoid conflict with his oafish neigh-
bour at all cost — and this during one
of the most exciting and turbulent
periods of Red-led labour uprising
in the history of our nation.

And by the way, there actually

was a New York City club called
Café Society in the 1930s, founded
by progressives who invited such
performers as Billie Holiday and
lefty songwriter Harold Rome to its
stage. It was a fully integrated venue
that featured showcased Broadway
stars on breaks between shows, or on
their dark nights, with topical mate-
rial of the day, that gave a leg up to
folks with something to say.

Could be, I cherish my own fan-
tasies of the 1930s, but whatever
they are, they don’t quite jibe with
Woody’s. So: loved, loved, and meh.
People’s World &
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Sentences for
“Operation Condor” crimes

The conviction in May by an Argentine court of 14 military officers
— 13 Argentines and one Uruguayan — for crimes against humanity
was a major step forward in bringing to justice all those involved in
a regionally coordinated plan in the 1970s to eliminate dissidents

called “Operation Condor”.
Emile Schepers

On May 27, an Argentine court in
Buenos Aires convicted 14 military
officers of conspiring to commit
and of committing crimes against
humanity during the country’s
1976-83 “Dirty War”. This was a
long trial, and a number of aging
defendants died before its conclu-
sion. There have been other trials
and convictions before, but this
one included high-ranking officers
— 13 Argentines and a Uruguayan
— whose victims were not just
Argentine citizens, but those of
other countries targeted under a
regionally coordinated plan called
“Operation Condor”.

The United States is also impli-
cated in this bloodthirsty program,
in which hundreds of dissidents
may have been murdered. Overall,
perhaps 60,000 people were mur-
dered by right-wing governments in
South American countries during this
period.

The star defendant in the trial
was General Reynaldo Bignone, who
was the last president of Argentina
under the dictatorship which took
power in 1976 in a coup against Pres-
ident Isabel Peron, and called itself
the “Process of National Reorgani-
sation”. Bignone was already serv-
ing time for crimes against humanity
when convicted in this current trial.

Another defendant was Major
General Santiago Omar Riveros,
who was especially involved in
stealing the babies of captives who
were about to be killed and distribut-
ing them to pro-government military
officers. In 2009, General Riveros
had been convicted of the murder
of a 15-year-old member of Argen-
tina’s Communist Youth League. The
rest of the convicted persons were all
military officers. Two other persons
were found not guilty. Bignone and
Riveros were sentenced to 20 and 25
years, respectively.

State terror

Operation Condor was a coor-
dinated plan of right-wing Latin
American military and civilian-mili-
tary dictatorships which was concep-
tualised in the late 1960s and given
a more specific form in 1975, but it
really took off after the Argentine
coup of 1976.

Earlier, political dissidents, left-
ists, trade unionists and other people
from Brazil, Chile, Paraguay, Uru-
guay and Bolivia had fled to Argen-
tina to seek safety from the official
and unofficial death squads in their

own countries, so Argentina was a
key player in tracking down, “disap-
pearing” and killing people of several
nationalities.

Some were assassinated on the
streets of Buenos Aires, while others
were tracked down and killed in
places as far away as Italy and the
United States. In many cases, the
victims of this repression were kid-
napped, taken to military installa-
tions where they were subjected to
barbaric torture, then placed in mili-
tary aircraft and flown out over the
estuary of the Rio de la Plata and
dropped into the sea from a great
height. That something like this was
going on became known when dead
bodies with hands and feet tied began
to wash up on Argentina’s beaches.

The Argentine military collabo-
rated with a right-wing death squad,
the AAA or Argentine Anticommu-
nist Alliance, as well as with Europe-
an, especially Italian, fascists. There
are indications that Nazi war criminal
Klaus Barbie, the “butcher of Lyon”,
helped the government of Bolivian
dictator Hugo Banzer to develop tor-
ture techniques.

Well-known public figures who
were murdered by Operation Condor

Star defendant in the frial General Reynaldo Bignone.

negative reaction to this incident
in the United States led to worry
among the dictators that they would
lose support, but during the Reagan
administration similar things were
done with the United States’ bless-
ing in Central America.

After General Bignone was
forced out of power amid a col-
lapsing economy in 1983, the dem-
ocratically elected president who

Americas. Some of this training
included “counterinsurgency tech-
niques”, which included how to use
torture in interrogations. Relatively
early in the cycle of mayhem, Uru-
guayan revolutionaries had captured
and subsequently executed a US
agent, Dan Mitrione, who had been
sent down to give torture courses first
to the Brazilian and then to the Uru-
guayan security forces.

Operation Condor was a coordinated

plan of right-wing Latin American military

and civilian-military dictatorships.

include former Bolivian President
Juan Jose Torres, who had instituted
leftist policies in his country; former
Chilean army commander General
Carlos Prats (and his wife), who had
refused to back General Pinochet’s
coup in Chile in 1973; former Bra-
zilian President Joao Goulart, over-
thrown by the military in 1964; two
Cuban diplomats; and a number of
others.

One person whose murder
caused some headaches to the Chile-
an dictatorship was Orlando Letelier,
a former member of the cabinet of
Chile’s socialist president Salvador
Allende and former Chilean ambas-
sador to the United States. Letelier
and a US assistant, Ronni Moffitt,
were killed by a car bomb on Sep-
tember 21, 1976.

The incident happened right on
Sheridan Circle in Washington DC
in the middle of Embassy Row. The

succeeded him, Raul Alfonsin, was
successfully pressured by the mili-
tary to declare an amnesty for people
accused of human rights violations.
But in 2005, left-wing President
Nestor Kirchner succeeded in get-
ting the Argentine Supreme Court to
rule that this amnesty was unconsti-
tutional, and the trials began anew.

US complicity

To what extent were US officials,
and the US government, complicit in
some of these acts of terrorism? The
worst actions happened during the
presidencies of Richard Nixon and
Gerald Ford; the pace picked up again
during the Reagan administration.

A number of people involved
in the Operation Condor atrocities
had been on the US Central Intelli-
gence Agency payroll at one time or
another. Others had received train-
ing at the US Army School of the

Much of the information that was
used by Argentine prosecutors came
from a stash of documents found in
Paraguay, and yet more from the work
of the National Security Archive, a
non-profit research facility based at
George Washington University in
Washington DC. Last year, US Secre-
tary of State John Kerry handed over
some incriminating US files dealing
with the Letelier-Moffitt murders to
Chilean President Michelle Bache-
let. US President Barack Obama has
promised to declassify more such
files in the future.

From all of this mountain of
information, investigators — academ-
ic, journalistic and others — are trying
to find out how far up in the US gov-
ernment knowledge and complicity
in the Operation Condor murders and
other crimes went.

Questions are being asked about
the role of Henry Kissinger, who was

Guardian

secretary of state under Nixon and
Ford, when some of the worst inci-
dents occurred, including the Lete-
lier-Moffitt assassinations. It seems
clear that Kissinger had knowledge
of some of the violence and indicated
to the Argentine dictatorship that the
United States would not interfere to
stop it. “If there are things to be done,
you should do them quickly. But you
must get back quickly to normal
procedures,” Kissinger is quoted as
saying in a June 1976 conversation
with Argentine Foreign Minister
Admiral César Guzzetti.

This caused consternation at the
US embassy in Buenos Aires, but the
US State Department made light of
the matter.

Kissinger is wanted for ques-
tioning on these matters in a number
of countries, but has not cooperated
with any investigation. He has to be
careful about travelling abroad lest
he be detained.

Another figure involved in some
of the Operation Condor atrocities is
Cuban exile Luis Posada Carriles, a
former CIA asset who may have been
present for the planning of the Lete-
lier-Moffitt murders, was involved in
the bombing of a Cuban civilian air-
liner in 1976, and now is living out
his life in Miami where he is lionised
by right-wing politicians.

Argentina now has a new right-
wing government, headed by Pres-
ident Mauricio Macri. He has
reversed many progressive policies
of his predecessors, and voices are
being heard on the right calling for
an end to the prosecutions of the per-
petrators of the “Dirty War”. How
Macri will react remains to be seen.

The watchword should be “never
again”.
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