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Children tortured in detention

Brutal sysiem exposed

Bob Briton and Anna Pha

The image is now seared into the public
consciousness. A boy in detention in the
Northern Territory strapped into a chair,
his head covered by a hood also tethered
to the grim, purpose-built device. The
distressing scene was one of many shown
on the ABC TV’s Four Corners program,
Australia’s Shame, (25-07-2016) which dealt
with the issue of the brutalisation of Abo-
riginal children in NT prisons, the Don Dale
Youth Detention Centre in this instance.

The revelations have left the future of
NT Chief Minister Adam Giles and his whole
government hanging by a thread as calls go
out for their immediate sacking. Prime Min-
ister Malcolm Turnbull quickly assessed the
level of public outrage and responded with the
announcement of a Royal Commission, pre-
sumably to get to the bottom of the scandal and
punish those responsible.

The quickly formulated move has not
stemmed public anger. Over the weekend, large
protests took place around the country at the
shameful situation in the NT and the attempt to
contain the fallout.

An open secret

There’s little doubt the terrifying regime
in place at Don Dale would have continued
unchanged if not for the Four Corners pro-
gram. It is a troubling thought that it is left to
the national broadcaster to lift the lid on this
type of scandal and that, over the years, it has
suffered swingeing cuts, harmful political
board appointments and constant attack from
government heavyweights in return.

It transpires that a government agency
referred practices at the Don Dale centre to the
NT Police in 2015. The claim that boys were
encouraged to fight one another in return for a
can of coke and a chocolate per week and to
eat bird faeces are still “under investigation”.

Federal Indigenous Affairs Minister, NT
Senator Nigel Scullion, said he could “recall
vaguely” some media reporting about abuse in
October last year but that it hadn’t, as he put it,
“piqued my interest sufficiently.”

The NT government is defending itself hard
against the boys depicted in the scenes in which
they were gassed, stripped naked, struck, sworn
at, and held in prolonged solitary confinement.

It dismisses claims that the treatment vio-
lates United Nations Conventions against Tor-
ture and insists all the methods used, including
the restraining chair and hood, were legal.

Its initial response to the lawsuits brought
by six detainees was to lodge counter-claims.
These have been withdrawn, also a result of the
massive public outrage, but Adam Giles, now
acting in the Corrections portfolio, insists the

Another union bustin
weapon

#1742 August 3, 2016

ISSN 1325-295X

e

Wy Y e

Part of the rally held at Town Hall Sydney on Saturday.

government will defend itself in court and resist
any financial settlement.

Past failures

The PM and sections of the media have
feigned shock at what goes on behind closed
doors in prisons and police watch houses across
the country. Australian authorities have an
attitude problem, a privileged class and race
bias when it comes to questions of crime and
punishment.

Many still hold the medieval point of view
that prisoners are detained not as punishment
but for punishment. If a prisoner’s human rights
are violated, and even outrageously violated,
the response is “well, they shouldn’t have
broken the law and got themselves into that
situation.”

The attitude is many times worse when it
comes to Aboriginal prisoners. Institutional
racism against the first Australians has led to
dispossession, marginalisation and impoverish-
ment. The young victims end up in the hands of
the “justice system”.

The failure of this system has been a nation-
al embarrassment for a very long time. It has
been examined in Royal Commissions includ-
ing the one into Aboriginal Deaths in Custo-
dy, which reported in 1991. Twenty-five years
later, incarceration rates for Indigenous Aus-
tralians are higher than at the time of the report.
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Australia-wide the rate is 15 times higher than for
non-Indigenous people. In WA, the rate is closer
to 20 times. There have been over 340 Aboriginal
deaths in custody since the Royal Commission.

Only a small proportion of the Royal Com-
mission’s 339 recommendations were imple-
mented. Among those that were endorsed by
every state and territory was number 161 that
said that police and prison officials should seek
medical attention immediately if doubt arises as
to a detainee’s condition. This recommendation
became law but it has been ignored on many
occasions with deadly consequences.

The public’s scepticism about the proposed
Royal Commission is perfectly understanda-
ble. The insistence that it be limited to condi-
tions in the Northern Territory flies in the face
of the universally acknowledged, nation-wide
crisis surrounding Aboriginal men and women
in detention.

The terms of reference are too restricted.
The choice of former NT Chief Justice Brian
Ross Martin to preside over the commission
soon came home to roost. It left many Aborigi-
nal leaders incensed. Justice Martin has now
resigned stating, “Notwithstanding the nature
of the commentary, it has become apparent that,
rightly or wrongly, in this role I would not have
the full confidence of sections of the Indigenous
community which has a vital interest in this
inquiry,” he told media in Canberra.
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As the Guardian went to press Aboriginal
Social Justice Commissioner Mick Gooda and
former Queensland Supreme Court justice Mar-
garet White were appointed to replace Martin.

Needed: more than
a Royal Commission

There must be a thorough investigation
into the incidents and the administrative cul-
ture at the Don Dale centre and into the whole
juvenile justice and child protection system in
the Northern Territory. But even if the Royal
Commission were to have two additional, Abo-
riginal co-commissioners, as called for by new-
ly-elected ALP Senator Pat Dodson, and even
if its scope were extended to the whole of Aus-
tralia, deep and lasting change would not be
likely outcomes.

Recommendation 339 from the 1991 Royal
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody
was to initiate a formal process of reconcilia-
tion between Aboriginal people and the wider
community. That led to the establishment of
the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation and
a number of official and community-driven
initiatives. In spite of this, as indicated above,
the figures on incarceration and detention are
worsening.

Continued on page 2
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The struggle against
racism and oppression

The Royal Commission into the Northern Territory
Juvenile Detention System announced by Malcolm Turnball
last Thursday was condemned as a sham. Since the details
of the Royal Commission were released there has been wide-
spread community condemnation of the lack of involvement
of Indigenous organisations in the process and its narrow
parameters.

The federal government and the NT government are being
driven by the fear of political fallout internationally and nation-
ally and by their total commitment to maintaining the system
which has bred and fed the racist and abhorrent conditions
shown on the ABC’s Four Corners program.

The federal government is clearly hoping it can cut off
growing community outrage without addressing the long- term
systemic abuse of Aboriginal youth. Damage control is the
agenda and not justice and real change for Indigenous youth.

The situation of Indigenous people in Australia today is
reflected in increasingly horrific statistics and data on incar-
ceration rates, spiralling youth suicide rates, educational and
health gaps, the ongoing removal of Aboriginal kids from their
families and communities in epidemic numbers, the attacks
on land rights and closure of remote communities. Aboriginal
people make up just 3 percent of the Australian population yet
make up 28 percent of total prison inmates.

Previous Reports and Royal Commissions, including the
1991 Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody
and the Little Children Are Sacred Report, have recommended
that any change must have at its centre the full involvement of
Aboriginal people, communities and organisations. Successive
governments, both liberal coalitions and labour, have ignored
and actively opposed this involvement. The Northern Territory
Intervention is only one shameful example, but one which has
wrought devastating outcomes for Indigenous people and com-
munities in the Territory.

The NT intervention was introduced by PM Howard in 2007
and based on lies about the prevalence of child sexual abuse
in Indigenous communities. It demonised Aboriginal men in
order to justify another land grab. Communities desperate for
decent housing were forced to sign long term leases of their
land to government in exchange for housing. The housing has
failed to eventuate.

The Intervention was renamed and continued by the Rudd-
Gillard Labor governments despite overwhelming evidence
it undermined communities and worsened outcomes across
every domain for Aboriginal children and communities. The
only beneficiaries have been large mining companies who have
increased access to the rich mineral resources of the NT.

Since the invasion and colonisation of Australia by the
British monarchy and ruling class and the imposition of capi-
talism on the Indigenous population, Aboriginal people and
their culture have been under relentless attack. Generations of
Aboriginal people have been subjected to cruel and inhumane
treatment of genocidal proportions.

Driven by the ceaseless drive for more profits the capitalist
system has nothing to offer Indigenous Australia except as we
are seeing with the recently announced Royal Commission: more
of the same. The active struggle of Indigenous people against
racism and oppression, against paternalism and the denial of
their historic rights is a powerful push against capitalist ideol-
ogy and sets an example for others to stand up and challenge
the class system.

Steps towards socialism will be made as the Indigenous
struggles are linked up with other socialist minded sections of
the non-indigenous population, particularly within the working
class and other sections of society exploited and disadvantaged
by capitalism.

PRESS FUND

Last week the ABC demonstrated its crucial importance as a
national institution by revealing the horrifying treatment of
children detained in custody in the Northern Territory. Despite
funding cuts, the national broadcaster continues to stir the public
conscience, as it has over the callous treatment of Aboriginal people
and asylum seekers, the super-exploitation of 7 Eleven workers,

the abuse of children by religious institutions, the live export trade,
the ruthless greyhound racing industry, and many other issues.
The Guardian is also vitally interested in covering those issues,

but we operate on a shoestring, and rely heavily on Press Fund
contributions, so please help us by sending in a contribution for the
next issue. Many thanks to this week’s supporters as follows:

Semaphore Workers Club, in memory of Keith Le Lue $100

Mark Mannion $5, “Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $10,
Steven Katsineris $10, NH $100

This week’s total: $230 Progressive total: $5,235
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Nurses’ union backs
marriage equality

Australian Marriage Equality
has welcomed the decision by the
NSW Nurses & Midwives’ Asso-
ciation (NSWNMA) to get behind
the marriage equality campaign in
the lead up to a possible national
plebiscite.

“We welcome the support of the
NSWMA to work alongside AME
in achieving equality for every
Australian,” Australian Marriage
Equality, National spokesperson,
Shirleene Robinson said.

“NSWMA recognises that mar-
riage equality is about real people,
their families, friends, colleagues
and the inspiring people they care
for on a daily basis.

“While we believe marriage
equality can be achieved by a

simple vote in the parliament, if a
plebiscite is imposed upon us, we
welcome the support and back-
ing from organisations like the
NSWNMA,” Dr Robinson said.

“The notion to support the fight
for marriage equality was put to
our delegates at our 71st Annual
Conference and passed overwhelm-
ingly”, said Brett Holmes, general
secretary, NSW Nurses and Mid-
wives’ Association.

“All Australians deserve the
right to equality and to have loving
relationships recognised by law. A
same sex partner should have recog-
nised legal rights when it comes to
dealing with births and deaths and
other times of crisis or joy.

“We also believe our members

in same sex relationships should
have those very same rights as the
rest of the community, which is
why the NSWNMA is supporting
the campaign to recognise same-
sex relationships under the law.
The NSWNMA believes in equi-
table access to healthcare, regard-
less of your sexual preference”, Mr
Holmes said.

“The NSWMA represents work-
ers dedicated to caring for Austral-
ians from all walks of life and they
recognise that allowing every Aus-
tralian to marry the person they love
can only strengthen our society”, Dr
Robinson concluded. &
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Continued from page 1

The 1991 Royal Commission
into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody
called on governments to legislate for
the utilisation of imprisonment as a
last resort. In line with this, it recom-
mended community orders, personal
development courses which might
provide the offender with skills,
knowledge, interests, treatment or
counselling likely to reduce the risk
of re-offending. (Recs 92, 94)

In the case of discrete or remote
communities, “sentencing authori-
ties consult with Aboriginal com-
munities and organisations as to the
general range of sentences which the
community considers appropriate for
offences committed within the com-
munities by members of those com-
munities ...” (Rec 124)

Importantly, it called on govern-
ments to ensure that:

a. Police Services, Corrective
Services, and authorities in charge of
juvenile centres recognise that they
owe a legal duty of care to persons
in their custody;

b. That the standing instructions
to the officers of these authorities
specify that each officer involved
in the arrest, incarceration or

supervision of a person in custody
has a legal duty of care to that person,
and may be held legally responsible
for the death or injury of the person
caused or contributed to by a breach
of that duty; and

c. That these authorities ensure
that such officers are aware of their
responsibilities and trained appropri-
ately to meet them, both on recruit-
ment and during their service.” (Rec
122)

These and many other critical
recommendations have not been
implemented.

The political climate has deterio-
rated with the economic conditions,
and social problems have been met
with “solutions” such as mandato-
ry detention and “three strikes and
you’re in”.

Aboriginal communities have
been closed or threatened with clo-
sure. Aboriginal services have been
de-funded and “mainstreamed”.
The Intervention in the NT has done
untold damage to communities.

Despite the current, momentary
hand-wringing, intolerance of all
sorts is being fuelled in the corridors
of power. Even the proposed referen-
dum on the “recognition” of the prior

occupation of Australia carries with it
the danger of a blow to any hope of
genuine land rights.

“Abuse is not the inevitable
policy of our justice system, it is
an indictment on our nation. It is a
shameful indictment on our nation
as a whole,” opposition leader Bill
Shorten told the media while attend-
ing the Garma festival in north-east
Arnhem Land over the weekend.
Unfortunately, abuse is the inevita-
ble result of the social and economic
system derived from colonialism —
the capitalist system of exploitation
and all its attendant ills of division,
subjugation and violence.

The implementation of limited
changes flowing from a thorough-
going investigation into the ques-
tions raised during the Four Corners
program will have to be fought for
and watched over by progressive
Australians.

Lasting change around the just
demands of the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people is bound up
with the struggle for a government
of a new and radically different type
in Australia. &
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The oppressed are allowed once every few years to decide which particular representatives
of the oppressing class are to represent and repress them in parliament.
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Another

busting
weapon

Anna Pha

Last week the Australian Com-
petition and Consumer Com-
mission (ACCC) raided the
offices of the Construction Divi-
sion of the CFMEU. This is just
the most recent of a number of
actions taken by the body against
the trade union movement. In a
media release issued a year ago
(July 30, 2015), its chairman Rod
Sims said the ACCC was aware of
serious allegations and evidence
presented to the trade union Royal
Commission concerning alleged
cartel conduct in the construction
industry in Canberra.

“Cartel conduct such as price
fixing, anti-competitive agreements
and attempts to bring about collu-
sive arrangements are matters of
grave concern to the ACCC,” Sims
said. Under the Competition and
Consumer Act (2010) (successor to
Trades Practices Act 1974 — TPA)
there are civil and criminal penalties
for cartel conduct.

The Act focuses mainly on car-
tels, consumer protection and sec-
ondary boycotts. Industrial relations
is largely exempted from the Act.
There are however, a few exceptions
— primarily the secondary boycott
provisions which effectively outlaw
trade union pickets, but also cartels
in certain circumstances.

Cartel activity is usually thought
of in terms of corporations fixing
petrol prices, rigging bids for govern-
ment contracts or making agreements
on market sharing. For example,
Visy and Amcor, who between them
controlled around 90 percent of the
corrugated fibre packaging market
(cardboard boxes, etc), conspired
to raise the prices of their prod-
ucts while maintaining their respec-
tive market shares. The market was

worth some $1.8 billion to $2 billion
per year.

These large monopolies are not
interested in genuine competition
which drives prices and hence profits
down. The process of monopolisation
and development of cartels operates
on a global basis. Monopoly price
fixing in transportation, packaging,
communications, energy and other
critical areas of the economy affects
the price of almost everything that
other capitalists produce, driving up
the price of their inputs.

Hence the creation of such
bodies as the ACCC to curb their
activities. That is not to suggest that
such bodies have been effective in
preventing the growth of monopoly
capital. Far from it. Not when two
corporations can control 90 percent
of a market!

Now the ACCC is turning its
attention to the alleged operation
of cartels involving trade unions
and the price of labour. During the
Royal Commission, the owner of a
Canberra-based scaffolding company
claimed that two CFMEU officials
told a meeting of employers that they
wanted all the companies to agree on
a minimum price for wages. If they
had agreed that could be construed
as cartel activity under the Act. The
ACCC has established a specialist
team to look at allegations relating
to supposed cartel activity by trade
unions in the construction industry.

For there to be breach of the Act,
it would require proof that employ-
ers acted jointly to obey a union
demand. This might occur when a
union is meeting with contractors
and seeking uniform wages and con-
ditions across a construction site. The
Harper review of Competition Policy,
the Productivity Commission review
of the industrial relations frame-
work and the Royal Commission
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Banner drop by Adelaide branches of the CPA: The slogan “Workers need strong unions like the CFMEU”.

all recommended strengthening the
cartel provisions and their applica-
tion to trade unions. They also sug-
gested that the maximum penalty for
trade unions be raised from $750,000
to $10 million, in line with that for
corporations.

The ACCC has concerns about
enterprise agreements that contain
provisions “restricting competition”
by such means as nominating a single
superannuation fund which is aligned
with the union. The ACCC raises
concerns about construction compa-
nies agreeing to refuse to award ten-
ders to contractors unless they have
signed an EBA with the union.

If applied in full, the cartel provi-
sions of the Act would lay the basis

for a race to the bottom in wages and
working conditions, pitting worker
against worker on construction sites
and make it even more difficult to
negotiate union agreements.

The ACCC, the companies, the
government, the Royal Commission,
the Productivity Commission are as
one in wanting such provisions out-
lawed. All it would take would be
some amendments to the Competi-
tion and Consumer Act putting trade
unions on the same footing as BHP,
Shell and other corporations. If the
ACCC finds the evidence it is seek-
ing of cartel activity by the CFMEU,
then the union and the officers face
hefty fines.

This is part of the process of

criminalisation of legitimate trade
union activity, and treatment of trade
unions as corporations if they were
involved in the trade of workers as
commodities — the price being wages
and working conditions. The increas-
ing interventions of the ACCC facili-
tates attempts by employers to reduce
the price of workers and also under-
mines the struggle of trade unions to
be involved in negotiations for jobs,
wages and working conditions.

Attempts to impose minimum
wages and conditions and to fight for
jobs will become civil and criminal
offences.

Who said the class struggle was
dead? @&
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Xenophon.

On August 29, members of the CPA protested outside of the South Australian government’s first information
session regarding the nuclear waste dump proposed for the state.
Protestors wore shirts that read “NO DUMP” and were joined by other anti-nuclear activists.
The SA government invited the public to “talk nuclear over coffee” and “get the facts”
regarding radiation, transportation of nuclear waste, and the environment are of little or no concern. It argues that
there will even been significant financial benefits for South Australia.
Premier Jay Weatherill also ruled out the possibility of a referendum as was suggested by Senator Nick

CPA General-Secretary Bob Briton spoke to media outlets, explaining that he was not convinced about the
safety of the dump nor the financial viability. He suggests that investments in renewable energy infrastructure and
green jobs would be more beneficial to the state.

. It contends that issues

Adelaide
Fiesta 2016

Celebration for Cuba 26th July
57|h year of the Revolution & Fidel’s 90th Birthday

6:30 pm Saturday August 13
Unley Community Centre

18 Arthur St, Unley SA 5061

Local Revolution Band

(Music and Dance)

Tickets $25 & $20 Concession — Latinamerican Food (incl vegan) and Drink available
Fundraising fo support a Recreational Park for People with Disabilities in Las Tunas, Cuba
Bookings at 0402609183 (Juan Garrido) & 08 8264 3763 (Ron Hall)
Organised by Australia Cuba Friendship Society — SA
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Dear Prime Minister,

The Australian union movement
welcomes today’s announcement
of a Royal Commission into
juvenile detention in the North-
ern Territory. However, having
considered the proposed terms
of reference, it is clear that more
must be done in order to ensure
that this is not another redundant
report that fails to bring about
lasting change.

The confinement of the proposed
Royal Commission to only the North-
ern Territory, the involvement of the
Territory government and the devel-
opment of the Terms of Reference
within Cabinet with the exclusion
of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander community and its leaders
is unacceptable.

The Royal Commission must be
guided by the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander community with a
national remit.

A Commission should also con-
sider the recommendations from a
number of existing reports on this
issue which have been ignored by
Territory and federal governments.

On these points, the union move-
ment is proud to echo the demands
of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Social Justice Commission-
er Mick Gooda and Shane Duffy, the
chair of the National Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islander Legal Services
and co-chair of Change the Record.

We have seen Royal Com-
missions including the Aboriginal
Deaths In Custody (1991) Commis-
sion, and reports such as Little Chil-
dren are Sacred (2007), fail to change
the way the white Australian justice
deals with Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people.

Previous reports have served
to paper over what has now been
revealed to the world as a national
disgrace. This Royal Commission
must do more to end, and not simply
conceal, the mistreatment of Aborigi-
nal and Torres Strait Islander people
in detention.

The proposed Royal Commis-
sion must be different from what has
come before, and cannot be the only
action taken to address the systemic
issue of mistreatment of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people and
children in custody.

In relation to the magnitude and
appalling nature of the incident at
Don Dale, it is also right for the fed-
eral government to consider the posi-
tion of the federal Indigenous Affairs
Minister and the entire Northern Ter-
ritory government.

These elected officials have
failed in their duty of care to their
constituents. It is right to say that the
country has completely lost its trust
in these representatives.

Australia

Open letter re
youth detention

In scoping a Royal Commis-
sion, there must also be structural
change to ensure greater levels of
consultation are prioritised with the
Indigenous and Torres Strait Islander
community.

This should include the govern-
ment keeping its election commitment
to establish an Independent Custodi-
al Inspector, a measure that has been
called for by the National Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Legal Serv-
ices repeatedly, to no avail.

Finally, this Royal Commis-
sion must lead to decisive action to
address the myriad of other crises
in the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander community.

Youth suicide is at crisis levels,
imprisonment rates continue to climb
and community services have been
systematically defunded.

Policies such as the Commu-
nity Development Program, whose
discriminatory nature harks back to
even darker periods of race relations
in this country, must be addressed.

I call on you to demonstrate the
intention to govern for all Australians
by taking the radical but necessary
steps to address the issues exposed
this week, and the myriad of other
crises that remain hidden.

Yours sincerely,

Dave Oliver
Secretary, Australian Council of
Trade Unions

Guardian

This Royal Commission

must lead to

decisive action.

Beds at Wagga

Over 70 members from the NSW
Nurses and Midwives’ Associa-
tion’s (NSWNMA) Wagga Wagga
Rural Referral Hospital branch
met last week and resolved to close
surge beds in an attempt to reduce
ongoing staffing issues at the new
hospital.

Inadequate staffing has resulted
in nurses working up to 70 hours
of overtime in a week, leading to
exhaustion and threatening the level
of care they can provide patients.

Full time equivalent (FTE)
vacant nursing and midwifery posi-
tions are still too high despite the
Murrumbidgee Local Health Dis-
trict’s (MLHD) ongoing recruitment
drive.

Judith Kiejda, assistant general
secretary of the NSWNMA said
nurses and midwives had finally had
enough of the unsafe staffing from
excessive overtime and were taking
matters into their own hands to
maintain safe standards of care.

“Our members have tried to
resolve the issues with manage-
ment on several occasions but
it’s just not working. There’s still
unreasonable overtime being
worked, which leads to fatigue,
stress and increased sick leave.
Opening more beds than staff can

manage leads to a reduction in safe
patient care, which is unfair on the
staff and patients,” Kiejda said.

Last month branch members
came to an agreement with man-
agement to implement a trial usage
of the surge beds, rather than shut-
ting them down completely, with
the view to review its effectiveness
in two weeks. The trial relied on
a daily “huddle” meeting with the
designated management team to
discuss the projected use of surge
beds for that day with the plan to
only open beds when there was safe
staffing rostered for the follow-
ing 48 hours. Unfortunately man-
agement did not follow through
on its promise to implement these
meetings.

“NSWNMA staff met with
members to review the situation at
the hospital and concluded there had
been no improvement. The option
to close the 16 surge beds was put
to members, who voted unani-
mously to shut them down until the
bed-block problem at the hospital
improves,” Kiejda said.

The NSWNMA will continue to
work closely with the Wagga Wagga
Rural Referral Hospital branch and
local management until the staffing
issues are resolved. @

Fave gyour say!
Uhite a letter to the Editor.

email: tpearson@cpa.org.au

Distribution workers
take action

Since the recent announcement
from Woolworths that they want
to close the Victorian Hume Dis-
tribution Centre, members at the
site have been busy discussing the
affects on workers and the com-
munity in the northern suburbs.

With too many questions to the
company still unanswered, National
Union of Workers (NUW) members
are starting a community campaign
demanding secure jobs in Mel-
bourne’s north.

Community organisations,
members of parliament, family
and friends will join workers at
the Broadmeadows Town Hall on
Wednesday August 3 to launch their
campaign and test Woolworths pro-
posal to relocate jobs out of the
norther suburbs.

NUW is devastated at the pro-
posal from Woolworths to close
its Hume Distribution Centre. The
union, which represents approxi-
mately 550 workers at the worksite,
began holding meetings with work-
ers in June.

“Not only is this a real blow
for workers currently working at

the distribution centre, it’s a blow
for the northern suburbs generally,
with hundreds of decent, secure jobs
leaving the region,” said Victorian
branch secretary Gary Maas.

“The loss of these jobs has a
community-wide effect. Children
will watch on as their parents try to
work out what happens next — how
they’ll pay for the cost of housing,
food, and bills. Decent job oppor-
tunities will no longer be there for
young people entering the work-
force. Some families may even have
to look at upheaving their lives to
find work elsewhere.

“At a time when the north has
lost thousands of jobs in manufac-
turing already, the union is anxious
to work with the committed mem-
bers of the NUW and the local com-
munity towards alternative ideas for
secure employment for the region.”
Maas said.

“The union will be led by its
members and fight hard with them
for a fair outcome. Many work-
ers have already told us they want
Woolworths to explain why this is
happening.

“The union also looks forward
to working with government to
address the jobs crisis in the north-
ern suburbs of Melbourne that will
only deepen with the loss of hun-
dreds of jobs in 2018.” Maas said.

Meanwhile, NUW members
at Polar Fresh, Coles’ cold storage
warehouse, have voted up their new
workplace agreement after striking
for three days.

They won: an average of 4.75
percent wage increase per year. This
will see them get to $31 by Jan 1,
2019.

Members also won 120 new
secure jobs — 50 permanent full time
and 70 labour hire agency workers
converted to direct employment —
with ongoing conversion rights for
labour hire casual workers.

Working conditions such as
paid breaks, RDOs and double time
for overtime after two hours were
also won. This was achieved by
solidarity, union members sticking
together and amazing support from
fellow NUW members across Aus-
tralia and other unionists in many
industries. &
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Rush to whitewash

Itis an indication of the cruel dys-
function and collusion at state and
federal level of government that
the perpetrators of the NT child
abuse and torture of juveniles, the
NT government, will be involved
in the design and administration
of the royal commission to inves-
tigate it. Perhaps the churches
should have designed and admin-
istrated the royal commission into
their institutions’ sexual abuse of
children in their care?

The abuse and torture of juve-
nile inmates at Darwin’s Don Dale
detention centre has rightly outraged
many people and exposed Australia
to the world as a violator of human
rights. The 1991 Royal Commission
into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody
emphasised that prison should be a
“measure of last resort” if the vicious
cycle of criminalisation and impris-
onment is to be addressed.

More than 28 percent of total
prison inmates in Australia are Abo-
riginal even though they represent
only three percent of the popula-
tion. One in three women prisoners
and more than 50 percent of juve-
niles in detention are Aboriginal. In

the Northern Territory 96 percent of
juveniles in detention are Aboriginal.

According to Ruth Barson, the
director of legal advocacy at the
Human Rights Law Centre, the NT
is without a doubt in breach of its
human rights obligations under the
Convention against Torture and Mis-
treatment and the Convention on
the Rights of the Child. Ms Barson
says the NT youth justice system is
“substandard”, the main youth deten-
tion facility being a decommissioned
adult prison.

The NT system does not meet
basic, minimum international stand-
ards and nationally, Aboriginal and
Torres Strait [slander young people’s
over-imprisonment is at crisis point.
“Critically,” says Ms Barson, “the
NT government cannot be immune
from the commission’s investigation.
It has known about this treatment for
years.”

The Turnbull government’s
swift call for a royal commission,
with narrow terms of reference
and restricted to the NT, smacks
of what it is, an attempt at a white-
wash, made all the more evident by
the appointment of former NT chief

Australia

justice Ross Martin as the royal
commissioner.

This is a reflection of both the
federal and territory government in
damage control to minimise the polit-
ical fallout.

This is a national issue that
requires a national approach.

Indigenous organisations, includ-
ing the Northern and Central Land
Councils, the Aboriginal Medi-
cal Services Alliance NT and legal
groups, have rejected Martin’s
appointment. Medical Services Alli-
ance chief executive John Paterson
stated that the Prime Minister had
“let Territorians down” and under-
mined the royal commission.

The current criminal justice
system sucks Indigenous people up
and deposits them like waste in cus-
todial institutions. The incarceration
rates allow the abuse and deaths in
detention to happen and continue.

Clearly the NT government,
from Chief Minister Adam Giles
down, are lying about their knowl-
edge and complicity in the abuse. As
a first measure they should be made
to resign.

Tom Pearson &

New Aboriginality rules
in Tasmania

Jillian Mundy*

The Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre
(TAC) says the state govern-
ment’s new Aboriginality policy
intentionally confuses the voice of
Aborigines.

From last month those wanting
to access Tasmanian Government
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island-
er programs and services no longer
have to provide documentary evi-
dence of their ancestry.

In line with Australian govern-
ment policy, the Tasmanian govern-
ment will now use the three-part
identity test — ancestry, with no
documentary evidence required;
self-identification; and communal
recognition through an Aboriginal
organisation.

In some cases, including when
applying for the cultural harvest,
such as mutton birds and abalo-
ne, an eligibility form including a
signed statutory declaration of Abo-
riginality will be required. The state
government has warned provid-
ing false information is a criminal
offence carrying jail time.

While some have welcomed
the change, the TAC — Tasmania’s
longest running and most politically
active Aboriginal organisation — is
highly critical of the new policy,
which has inflamed a long-standing
debate on Aboriginality.

“It’s about confusing our voice
about our cultural rights, land return
and protecting our heritage,” TAC
state secretary Trudy Maluga told
the Koori Mail.

“We are and have always been
one community. There is no such
thing as different communities; his-
tory in itself made that happen.”

In the 1800s, with the eyes of
the scientific world upon them, Tas-
manian Aborigines were studied and
documented, their bodies examined
while alive, then taken after death.

TAC chief executive Heather
Sculthorpe said Tasmania did not
have the same sort of legislation as
mainland Australia where Aborigi-
nes were taken off their own coun-
try and put on missions.

“In Tasmania there was only the
half-caste reserve on Cape Barren
Island,” she said. “People have
been misled into believing Tasma-
nian history is the same as mainland
history.

“We all come from the main-
land of Tasmania, the North East
and some the North West, who
were all shipped off to Wybalena
and later removed to Oyster Cove,
or were kidnapped by sealers ear-
lier than that and taken as slaves
to the Furneaux Islands, escaping
Wybalena.”

There is concern that many
claiming Indigenous ancestry may
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in fact have a black ancestor from
elsewhere. The 1971 Census record-
ed 671 Aborigines in Tasmania in
1971. The 2011 census recorded
19,625 people in Tasmania iden-
tify as Aboriginal or Torres Strait
Islander.

Sculthorpe says the state’s new
policy is “an outrageous attack on
the Aboriginal community”.

“You’re going to have a whole
bunch of Aborigines with no Abo-
riginal ancestry,” she said. “We’re
going to be the laughing stock of
the country.”

Sculthorpe said the stories some
people came up with to substanti-
ate their claims to Aboriginality
through oral history were laughable,
if it was not such an outrage.

Peter Benson, the chair of the
Circular Head Aboriginal Corpora-
tion, is one of those people whose
Aboriginality has been questioned
by some. He along with other mem-
bers, has applauded the move.

“It will give me a great sense of
belonging and identity,” he told the
Koori Mail.

“I congratulate the state
government.”

* Jillian Mundy is a TAC State
Committee member
Koori Mail &

Launch of Fidel’s Bar

Celebration of amalgamation of the Port Adelaide United Workers' Clubs

2 pm Saturday August 13 (Fidel’s birthday!)

Entertainment, finger food, bar service, raffles

Hosted by and proceeds fo the Community Union Defence League

August 3,2016 B

)

CPA members attending the rally in Sydney on Saturday. (Photo: Tom Pearson)
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A report on global child welfare by international agency Save the
Children has singled out inequality in education in Australia across
race and regions. The report finds that 60 percent of Indigenous
young people finish high school compared with 90 percent of non-
indigenous children. Just over half the children in the Northern
Territory complete high school compared with almost 100 per-
cent in the ACT. As Save the Children spokesperson Paul Ronalds
noted: “Our analysis shows that even among the world’s most
developed economies, there can be vast disparity in how chil-
dren are treated and how prosperous their futures appear to be”.

The Turnbull government will introduce legislation that would
allow people convicted of terrorist related offences to be kept
in jail indefinitely. The extended detention would extend the
detention of a person after the sentencing date has expired, essen-
tially making null-and-void the whole court sentencing process.

A teenage child arrested last month on charges of planning a ter-
rorist act has been denied bail even after his parents committed
to keeping him at home under house arrest. The boy has signif-
icant developmental disabilities and has no affiliation with any
extremist group. Alcohol was involved when he wrote his online
posts. The court heard that he had stopped seeing special-
ists and taking his medication because of medical side effects.

Doctors for Refugees have launched a High Court challenge to
laws imposed by the federal government to gag health profes-
sionals from speaking out about conditions in off-shore asylum
seeker detention centres. In a statement, the group’s convenor
Dr Barri Phatarfod said: “If doctors stand by and allow people in
detention centres to walk through raw sewage, just to get to their
meal area, they are failing their patients and their profession.
If doctors and nurses remain silent about women and children
[made to have] showers in view of male guards, they are not ful-
filling their professional responsibilities.” Doctors working in the
off-shore facilities risk criminal charges for reporting children at
risk of physical or psychological harm. Dr Phatarfod said doctors
were being “forced into silence about serious issues they witness”.

In a decision that has been labelled “bizarre” by authorities in
India, the Turnbull government has banned an aerospace engineer
from India from accepting a scholarship to Melbourne University to
study a PhD in fluid mechanics. The Foreign Affairs Department
told him he had been refused emtry because he was “a person
whose presence in Australia may be directly or indirectly associ-
ated with the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction”, even
though the engineer pointed out that his research was based on
“freely available” mathematical models. He said the rejection would
have “disastrous” consequences for his future as it will “follow me
wherever | go. My career is going to end before it gets started.”
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The economics of

While, during his election campaign, president-elect Rodrigo Duterte cut the figure

of a maverick intent on jettisoning all the time-honoured policies of the Philippine
establishment, the eight-point economic agenda unveiled by his transition team reveals
that there will be no breakaway from the neo-liberal policies pursued by previous

administrations. Sonny Africa reports.

President-elect Rodrigo Duterte projected
a vastly different image from the other
presidential candidates and indeed from
every national politician the Philippines
has ever had: coarse, cussing, irreverent,
misogynistic, an unrepentant human rights
violator, and a self-proclaimed “Socialist”
and “Leftist”. But, never mind, the strong-
man was effective and got things done. Fili-
pino voters seemed to make an unorthodox
choice in the May 9 general elections.

Yet just days after the elections it’s become
clear that Davao City Mayor Duterte is actually
not that different from the other candidates in
what really matters the most. Despite his sin-
gular personality, it turns out that his plans for
the economy are strikingly interchangeable
with those of the other losing candidates and
even of the outgoing administration of Benigno
Aquino.

His transition team hurriedly presented an
eight-point economic agenda to assuage elite
panic. Belying Duterte’s powerful campaign
theme of change, it embraces and upholds neo-
liberal economic policies that enrich a few but
keep the national economy backward and tens
of millions of Filipinos in poverty.

Learning from the past

Jose Rizal once said, “Ang di lumingon sa
pinanggalingan, hindi makararating sa paro-
roonan.” Rizal’s advice tells us that in order
for the people to move on to a better future,
they must learn from the past. Many believe
that Duterte’s win is an affirmation of the peo-
ple’s disenchantment with ‘daang matuwid’,
the embodiment of the Aquino government’s
neo-liberal policies — that it is best to move for-
ward rather than look back. But a second look
at Duterte’s economic plans reveals that the
failed daang matuwid of the past will remain a
significant part of the country’s future.

The Philippines seems to be a vibrant econ-
omy that is the emergent star of Southeast Asia.
There is economic growth, growing corporate
profits, rising oligarch wealth, investor confi-
dence and international media hype. These are
all true. Yet there is also a profound deteriora-
tion across a huge swathe of the economy and
in its most important fundamentals.

The economy is creating fewer new jobs
per year, where the average of just 692,000 new
jobs annually in 2011-15 is much less than the
858,000 annually in 2001-10. This has result-
ed in the most unemployed, underemployed,
discouraged job-seekers and overseas Filipino
workers in the country’s history.

The quality of employment is dismal. Some
24.4 million working Filipinos or nearly two-
thirds (63%) of total employed are non-regular,
agency-hired, informal sector or unpaid family
workers. Among waged and salaried workers,
over two-fifths (44%) are non-regular workers.
Labour productivity is increasing but the man-
dated minimum wage and actual daily basic pay
received barely keep up with the rising prices
of goods and services. Even then, nearly half
(46%) of workers receive less than the mini-
mum wage and one-fourth (25%) receive just
exactly the low minimum wage.

Despite Php295 billion spent on the Pan-
tawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program (4Ps) con-
ditional cash transfer program in the period
2011-15, the number of Filipinos in extreme
poverty is unchanged, at some 27 million in

the first half of 2015. Anywhere between 56-66
million Filipinos should really be considered
poor by a reasonable standard of decent living.
The number of underweight children even
increased by some 203,000 and the number
of children not fully immunised increased by
692,000 in 2015 from the year before.

Neo-liberal policies

The Philippines is rich in natural resources
and raw materials. Yet agriculture and indus-
try remain in decline. The country’s production
sectors — agriculture, manufacturing, construc-
tion and mining — accounted for over 60% of
the national economy, services for some 30%
and utilities for 10% until the late 1970s. Pro-
duction started to collapse upon the onset of
the globalisation era during the Marcos regime.

At some point in the mid-1990s, the econ-
omy became a service and trading economy
more than a producing economy. Near the end
of the outgoing Aquino administration, produc-
tion was down to 39% of the economy while
low-productivity services rose to over 49% in
2015.

This worsening joblessness, poverty and
economic backwardness — and ever more con-
centrated wealth and economic power in a few
corporations and a handful of oligarchs — is the
inevitable result of over 35 years of neo-liberal
“free market” economics. The state has been
oriented to supporting the private profit-seek-
ing of a few instead of socioeconomic devel-
opment for the majority. The economy was
opened up to foreign capital, goods and serv-
ices. This devastated Filipino producers and
reduced domestic enterprises to subordinate,
albeit profitable, partners and subcontractors.
Education, health, housing, water and electric-
ity became commodities to profit from rather
than services every Filipino is entitled to.

Neo-liberal insanity

“Insanity”, Albert Einstein wittily quipped,
is “doing the same thing over and over again
and expecting different results”. The outcomes
of decades of market-led underdevelopment are
self-evident and mirror the experience in other
countries. The problems faced by the majority
of Filipinos are also well known to the presi-
dential candidates who, exploiting the yearn-
ing for change, all made sweeping promises of
poverty reduction and job creation.

The Duterte camp has already articulated
its eight-point economic agenda. It does not
really offer anything different from the outgo-
ing Aquino administration or from those that
came before it. The neo-liberal emphasis on
promoting private profit — even in public utili-
ties and social services — and unreservedly wel-
coming foreign investment is largely intact.
Government resources and regulatory authority
will be geared to supporting corporate profits
rather than ensuring national development and
attending to the people’s welfare. Real asset
reforms and redistributive measures that chal-
lenge elite power are avoided.

Since being the runaway frontrunner in the
2016 elections, Duterte has become system-
atic in articulating how his administration will
be pro-business. Big corporations are assured
consistency in contracts, ease of doing business
and an efficient bureaucracy. For instance, his
camp has declared that the “Davao City model”
of expediting business licences will be applied

nationwide. A more sustained pro-people posi-
tion articulating a bias for the country’s margin-
alised versus entrenched elites would have been
much more welcome.

During the campaign period, Duterte avoid-
ed declaring open support for public-private
partnerships (PPP), whose flaws are already
well known to the public. His camp howev-
er, finally declared open support right after the
elections, as well as targeting the equivalent of
5% of gross domestic product (GDP) for infra-
structure spending.

This is not surprising given the likelihood
of the Duterte camp courting the support, if it
does not already have it, of Filipino oligarchs
in construction, agribusiness, mining and other
businesses. Expanding transport infrastructure
gives lucrative contracts to build and oper-
ate, and also eventually makes doing business
easier and more profitable.

Duterte’s camp has proposed reducing
taxes among lower personal income tax brack-
ets, which may be a way of making reduction
of tax burdens on the rich more palatable. Many
of the other presidential candidates were con-
spicuously in favour of, or at least open to, low-
ering corporate income tax rates. Yet Duterte is
apparently not bold enough to pursue the more
rational option of a progressive tax system that
increases direct taxes on the rich and relieves
the poor of regressive indirect taxes (his
spokesperson apparently misunderstands what
a “progressive tax system” means). This would
increase government revenues for promoting
national development, if it were so inclined,
as well as erode the economic base and power
of elites.

Constitution change

Duterte’s first economic policy statement
after the elections was on changing the 1987
Constitution to ease restrictions on foreign
investment. He has become even more active
in courting foreign investors. Duterte said that
he would immediately call for a constitution-
al convention to, among others, remove the
nationalist economic provisions of the charter
that foreign capital complains about. He has
not yet announced pursuing more free trade
agreements (FTAs), presumably including the
United States-centred Trans-Pacific Partnership
(TPP) agreement, but given the thrusts of his
eight-point economic agenda, this may just be
a matter of time.

Duterte had previously declared support for
manufacturing although he did not say if by
this he means Filipino-driven manufacturing
and industrialisation. He did say that he would
strengthen basic industries and gave the steel
industry as an example. The announced eco-
nomic agenda also promotes the pseudo-indus-
try of tourism as part of a “rural development
strategy” to help the vast rural poor.

Like virtually every presidential candidate
the country has ever had, Duterte proclaims
support for agriculture. He has promised to
prioritise, strengthen or revitalise the sector by
providing irrigation, post-harvest facilities, sup-
port services and agricultural credit. However,
the historical record of candidates in keeping
such promises is not reassuring. The agricul-
tural sector has for decades taken up barely 5%
of the national budget, on average, and this is
down to just 4% under Aquino in 2016.

On the other hand, Duterte’s promises to
promote agribusiness and corporate farming
and to let foreigners lease land longer are more
likely to be realised.

Education and health

Duterte declares support for education.
While he said that K-to-12 implementation has

It turns out that his plans for the economy
are strikingly interchangeable with those
of the other losing candidates.
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President-elect Rodrigo Duterte.

to be improved, he says nothing about address-
ing its retrogressive orientation of merely pro-
ducing a cheap and docile labour force for
corporations in the country or for export. His
camp only announced giving scholarships for
tertiary education that will likely go mainly to
private schools.

Duterte also declared support for health-
care and in particular for expanding PhilHealth
coverage and benefits. Yet he says nothing
about addressing the underlying privatisation
of health and hospitals that drives up the cost
of medical care and makes it inaccessible to
begin with.

Finally, like all the candidates, Duterte
makes grand promises to expand the condition-
al cash transfer program and to index payments
to inflation. In the absence of a real long-term
program to create jobs and develop the econ-
omy, the promise of cash dole-outs for tens of
millions of poor and undoubtedly needy Fili-
pinos bordered on post-paid vote buying using
government funds. In contrast, he does not
commit to distributing land to landless farm-
ers. Nor does he give convincing guarantees
of meaningfully higher wages or ending con-
tractualisation that assert workers’ rights over
capitalist profits.

People elect, elites choose

But then, attributing the incoming Duterte
administration’s old, stale and failed neo-lib-
eral economic policies merely to a failure to
learn from the past is actually too generous.
More fundamentally, its policies reflect the
deeply undemocratic imbalance of power in
the country.

Even with supposedly free elections, the
majority of poor Filipinos are systematical-
ly marginalised from political power — often
violently. The general population elect their
leaders in periodic elections but they do not
actually choose or, at best, only choose from the
restricted choices the political system allows.
The real choices are made by the concentrated
core of elite families that has dominated Phil-
ippine economic and political life throughout
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its modern history. This core is hardly changed
by how some enter or exit as new fortunes are
built or old ones lost.

But, powerful as it is, even this domestic
elite is constrained in its behaviour. Global
monopoly capital has asserted its ultimate con-
trol over the country since the US colonial
period, despite formal independence in 1946,
and throughout the neo-colonial era until today.
The US has the longest record of self-serving
imperialist intervention using scores of direct,
indirect, formal and informal levers — treaties,
trade and investment agreements, internation-
al financial institutions, so-called development
aid, policy conditionalities, diplomatic pres-
sure, lobbying, backroom manipulation and
even military interference.

The incoming president’s personal, profes-
sional and class background certainly predis-
poses him to neo-liberal policies. But, more
to the point, he became the leading candidate
because his upholding of neo-liberal policies
makes him acceptable to domestic elites and
foreign monopoly capital. In practical terms,
this means campaign funding and political sup-
port. The infighting, personality differences or
variations in style between candidates can get
colourful but do not really mean any substan-
tive policy divergence among them.

Unfortunately, the marginalised majority
remain unable to challenge elite capture of the
electoral system and, indeed, are even cyni-
cally manipulated into supporting this. Even
before the next administration takes office, neo-
liberal socioeconomic outcomes are already
preordained.

Fortunately, efforts to increase the peo-
ple’s influence on governance go far beyond
the moment of seemingly active citizenship
the elections provide. As ever, the daily organ-
ised struggles of the country’s farmers, fish-
er-folk, workers, informal sectors, Indigenous
peoples, women, youth and others in the mass
movement remain the most potent forces for
real democracy and radical development in the
country.

Third World Resurgence &

Magazine

Britain’s
warmongering

Finian Cunningham

The long-awaited Chilcot Inquiry into Brit-
ain’s role in the Iraq War (2003-2011) was
published in July with much criticism lev-
elled at the government under prime minis-
ter Tony Blair. There seems to be a national
consensus that Britain’s war on Iraq is now
a cause of deep shame and that future Brit-
ish governments should be chastened from
embarking on similar warmongering.

On the contrary, however, Britain’s strident
role in pushing NATO’s aggression towards
Russia — again on the basis of trumped-up
“intelligence” claims, as with its earlier inva-
sion of Iraq — shows in fact that nothing has
been learnt from the Chilcot Inquiry. Britain,
shamefully, remains an incorrigibly belligerent
state that acts as if it is above international law.

It remains to be seen if the new British
Prime Minister Theresa May and her Foreign
Secretary Boris Johnson can bring some sanity
to Britain’s anti-Russia policy that was pushed
by David Cameron and Philip Hammond.

Hammond’s slavish following of Washing-
ton’s hostile agenda was particularly baleful.
The outlook does not seem promising as can
be gleaned from the systemic nature of British
pro-Washington’s conduct, as revealed by the
long-running Iraq imbroglio.

Sir John Chilcot, who led the seven-year
official inquiry into the Iraq war, said the cen-
tral question it addressed was whether the war
was necessary. It concluded that the war was
not necessary. Diplomatic options were not
exhausted, it said, adding that the decision to go
to war was based on flawed claims of Saddam
Hussein’s Iraq posing an imminent threat.

Chilcot’s report was not constituted to be
a legal examination of the war or the British
government’s decision to join the American-led
invasion of Iraq in March 2003. So the ques-
tion of whether Blair or his government acted
criminally did not arise under the parameters
of the inquiry.

Nevertheless, the findings are certainly
potentially damning and could form the case for
a future prosecution. If Blair’s claims made in
2002 and 2003 that Saddam could launch weap-
ons of mass destruction “within 45 minutes”
were, according to Chilcot, “not justified” then
that raises prosecutable issues that the former
premier misled his nation and parliament into
voting for an “unnecessary war”.

Blair’s secret memo to US President
George W Bush in 2002 that he would follow
his policy “whatever” also indicates that the
decision to go to war was political and pre-
ordained, regardless of the intelligence facts, as
Chilcot’s report indicates. That provides addi-
tional grounds for future prosecution.

The British inquiry, which was set up by
Blair’s prime ministerial successor Gordon
Brown in 2009 and is estimated to have cost
£10 million ($13 million), goes a long way to
vindicate many anti-war campaigners who have
consistently accused Blair of being an indict-
able war criminal. Families of British service-
men killed during the occupation of Iraq reacted
to the Chilcot report with angry demands for
Blair to be held to account for his disastrous
decision to go to war.

For his part, Blair continues to maintain that
“he acted in good faith” and “for the best inter-
ests of the country”. Despite Blair’s assertions
of probity, there is wide public acceptance, fol-
lowing the Chilcot report, that Britain’s inva-
sion of Iraq was an unmitigated catastrophe.
Not only were scores of British lives lost need-
lessly, but Iraqi society was destroyed with the
loss of perhaps more than one million people.
The legacy of regional terrorism is greater than
ever and it was spawned by Blair and Bush’s
war, as Chilcot explicitly noted.

Today, many Britons recognise that their
country’s international standing and foreign
policy has been fatally marred by the war. It
has been described as the worst setback for
Britain’s international image since the fiasco
of the Suez Crisis in 1956 when Britain (and
France) were defeated by Egypt’s Nasser. Sixty
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years on, that latter debacle still haunts Brit-
ain’s establishment, as it is seen to have marked
the precipitous decline of Britain as a colonial
world power.

Sir John Chilcot said of his report just prior
to publication that its lessons will serve to
check future British governments from launch-
ing reckless wars. He said the central lesson of
the report would be that “it will not be possible
in the future to engage in a military or indeed a
diplomatic endeavour on such a scale and such
gravity without careful challenge analysis and
assessment and collective political judgement
being applied to it”.

The British official double-think is stag-
gering. Amid solemn expiations over Iraq and
calls for future restraint on matters of war, this
same country is one of the main advocates for
military build-up by the NATO alliance in East-
ern Europe against alleged Russian aggression.

Britain’s former Foreign Secretary Philip
Hammond, who is now the finance minister in
May’s new cabinet, as well as Britain’s mil-
itary leaders sound like broken records with
their repeated claims that Russia is a threat to
Europe’s security. One British general has even
predicted that a nuclear war could break out
with Russia in the next year. Hammond’s suc-
cessor at the foreign office, Boris Johnson, will
be worth listening to closely to discern if there
is any change in attitude towards Russia. It is
doubtful.

The comparison with Iraq could not be
more bitterly ironic. British claims of Russian
aggression are based on the same “flawed” or
“politicised” intelligence, which is likewise
used to whip up a media frenzy that justifies
warmongering. British troops are prominent in
the unprecedented NATO build-up currently
underway in Poland and the Baltic states.

Russia’s Defence Ministry has denounced
the NATO escalation as “hysterical Russo-
phobia” that is based on negligible evidence
of Russian threat, and solely on tendentious
and highly disputable claims by Washington,
London and other Western governments that
Moscow “annexed” Crimea in 2014. The same
goes for Western claims of alleged Russian
“invasion” of Eastern Ukraine. No proof has
ever been presented, only sensational claims
keenly peddled by Western news media outlets.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov
says that NATO claims of Russia’s imminent
invasion of Easter Europe are “detached from
reality”.

Of course, proof of purported Russian mal-
feasance is not the real issue. What is important
is the relentless propaganda narrative of Russia
as security threat, which in turn is used to jus-
tify NATO expansionism and the flow of lucra-
tive arms sales for Washington and London.

Ahead of the NATO summit in Poland on
July 8-9 it was reported that Warsaw is to buy
the US Patriot missile system “to deter Rus-
sian aggression” — with a price tag of US$5.6

billion. The maker is US firm Raytheon, which
is one of the biggest lobbyists in Washington,
among other Pentagon-connected companies.

The danger from NATO’s provocative mili-
tarism on Russia’s border and from Russia’s
legitimate counter defence measures is that an
all-out war is not only a combustible risk, any
conflict would likely spiral into a nuclear one.
The risk of World War I11 is not hyperbole, with
nuclear weapon destructive power thousand-
folds greater than those dropped on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki.

Britain’s government, military and media
establishments share onerous responsibility
for the grave deterioration in relations between
NATO and Russia.

One would think that the death and destruc-
tion wrought on Iraq by Britain might serve
as a check on its belligerence towards Russia.
Especially given that the consequences of a war
with Russia would be inestimably greater than
the abomination that was Iraq.

No, not a bit of it. In essence, Britain
remains an unreconstructed, unapologetic, bel-
ligerent rogue state that behaves beyond the
rule of law. It is a repeat-offender without ever
being prosecuted. It has learnt nothing from
Iraq, despite the pious claims of the Chilcot
Inquiry.

That is why British political leaders, like
Tony Blair, and their aides should be prosecuted
to the full extent of international law. Warmon-
gering governments that are unaccountable will
continue to be warmongering governments, as
the present British-NATO aggression towards
Russia proves. (Same for the Americans, of
course.)

If Tony Blair, over Iraq and Afghanistan,
and David Cameron, over Libya, were put in
the dock of a war crimes trial the chances are
that present and future British governments
would be a lot less gung-ho and incorrigible in
their reckless trashing of law.

The real lesson from the Chilcot Inquiry is
the imperative need to apply the rule of law and
prosecute war crimes. Then, future wars might
at last be avoided.

British citizens should mobilise even more
strenuously to demand that. The present inter-
national legal structures might not be amenable.
The International Criminal Court in The Hague
said following Chilcot’s publication that it has
“no jurisdiction” over Britain’s war on Iraq or
in regard to Blair’s conduct in particular. Why
not? The ICC shows no such reluctance when
going after African alleged war criminals.

Still, British citizens should push their own
justice system to act accordingly given the new
evidence of the Chilcot Inquiry. If they think
Iraq was a catastrophe, how much more cata-
clysmic would be a war with Russia? A war
that its leaders are once again recklessly agi-
tating for.

Information Clearing House &
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Chile

200,000
in pension

The private pension system, creat-
ed during the country’s right-wing
dictatorship, has been described
as a “forced savings” scheme.

A massive demonstration of
approximately 200,000 people
wound its way through the streets of
the Chilean capital of Santiago last
weekend, with participants calling
for an end to the country’s private
pension system.

The rally was organised by
trade unions and received support
from the country’s secondary and

post-secondary students, who have
organised their own large-scale
mobilisations against the govern-
ment of Michelle Bachelet in recent
months. Smaller rallies were also
held in a dozen other cities and
towns.

The Bachelet government
expressed a willingness to review
the country’s pension system, which
is dominated by private providers
known as AFPs. The system was
created in 1981 during Chile’s right-
wing dictatorship.

International

However, the government aban-
doned its proposal to create a state-
backed public pension system,
withdrawing it from Congress ear-
lier this month.

A state-owned pension pro-
vider would have provided work-
ers with the option of plans with
lower administrative costs than the
for-profit providers. Just three com-
panies currently dominate Chile’s
market for retirement plans, pro-
viding coverage to 80 percent of
workers with pensions. The pension

BRITAIN: Liberty and its new
director Martha Spurrier have hit
the nail firmly on the head in high-
lighting the role played by Theresa
May and the Tory government in
whipping up hate crime.

The number of reported inci-
dents has been steadily increas-
ing over recent years, with the
single biggest jump occurring in
the 12 months after May 2012.

That was when the then home sec-
retary Theresa May ramped up the
rhetoric against immigrants and
asylum-seekers.

“The aim is to create here in
Britain a really hostile environment
for illegal migration,” she told the
Daily Telegraph at the time. It is
unlikely that racists thought deeply
about their intended victim’s legal
status before indulging in verbal or
physical abuse.

During this period of Tory-Lib
Dem coalition rule, measures were
enacted to deny work, housing and
bank accounts to so-called “ille-
gal” migrants in order to drive them
from Britain. To reinforce the mes-
sage, the Home Office dispatched
a large van around the streets of
London, proclaiming: “In the UK
illegally? Go home or face arrest.”

Since then, every year has seen
new laws to deny residence or citi-
zenship to people outside the EU,
especially to those from Asia, Africa

and the Caribbean hoping to join
family members here.

The Tories won last year’s gen-
eral election on a repeated prom-
ise to clamp down still further on
immigration.

Meanwhile, successive Brit-
ish governments have shown a cal-
lous disregard for the “swarms” of
refugees desperate to reach Europe,
having fled from war zones and
famines created largely by West-
ern imperialism in their home
countries.

Nor should we forget ex-PM
David Cameron’s mission to sus-
pend or slash child benefit and tax
credits to migrant workers from
eastern Europe as part of his EU
“renegotiation” charade.

Then, this spring, we endured
the unedifying spectacle of lead-
ing Remain and Leave campaigners
promising to be “tougher” than each
other on immigration and asylum.

So it is not surprising that the
number of reported hate crimes
rose again in the last two weeks of
June, immediately before and after
EU polling day. Although the fig-
ures subsided in the first fortnight of
July, any increase at any time warns
against complacency.

That’s why the “action plan”
recently announced by the Home
Office is so inadequate, not least
because of its failure to match the

fine words with extra financial
resources on the scale required.

Liberty is right not to let the
Tories and Theresa May personally
off the hook over the long-term rise
in hate crimes, one-fifth of which
target Muslims, the LGBT commu-
nity and people with disabilities.

What is extraordinary is the
willingness of some EU support-
ers to seize upon on the referendum
spike to lay most of the blame else-
where. They prefer to denounce the
17 million anti-EU voters as racists
or dupes for fearing the impact of
unrestricted immigration, although
—as TUC and Ashcroft surveys
indicate — at least as many people
opposed EU membership because
they want decision-making powers
repatriated from Brussels.

Singling out anti-EU left and
labour movement campaigns for
blame is even more reprehensi-
ble, especially given the anti-racist
content of their stance and — at the
height of the referendum campaign
— their direct involvement in the
convoy to assist refugees in Calais.

The priority now must be left
and labour movement unity in the
fight against racism and for EU exit
terms which put the interests of
workers first, whatever their race or
nationality.

Morning Star

Turkey’s war on Kurds

Turkey claimed to have killed 35
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK)
fighters in two days while fend-
ing off an attack on a military
base last week. July 31 marked
the first anniversary of renewed
war between the Kurdish separa-
tist organisation and the Turkish
state.

Upheavals in the military since
the July 15 failed coup have not
affected the ongoing conflict, which
Turkey’s Human Rights Founda-
tion estimates has forced more than
355,000 people out of their homes.

A report on the south-eastern city
of Nusaybin, which the largely Kurd-
ish People’s Democratic Party (HDP)
sent a delegation to inspect last week,
found that more than 80 percent of
residents had been forced to flee at
some point over the past year and
about half — 45,000 people — were
still displaced.

The military continues to impose
open-ended curfews on Kurdish
areas and one in Nusaybin had been
in force for 134 days before being
eased last week.

PKK foreign relations chief Riza

Altun claimed that “the real coup”
was being implemented by President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan in response
to the botched military putsch as he
cements his authority via military
purges and clamps down on the press
and judiciary.

But Altun did not express sup-
port for the failed attempt, saying the
army too was “anti-Kurdish” and that
the military and Erdogan were as bad
as each other.

Morning Star &

funds, which are invested in the
market and vary according to con-
ditions, have suffered a hit with
the recent slowdown in the Chilean
economy.

Instead of providing a public
alternative, Chile’s Congress has
established a bicameral commission
to analyse the pension problem and
propose reforms. But workers’ rep-
resentatives do not expect anything
significant from the lawmakers.

“We are confident that nothing
will happen, because the interests
that are involved, in a country where
the political class is funded by big
business, makes it impossible for
any changes that affect their busi-
ness to happen,” Esteban Maturana,
a leader from the Confusam union,
told E!l Ciudadano.

Confusam is one of the main
organisations behind the protests
against the pension system.

Protest organisers also say the
current system is wholly insuffi-
cient, as the pensions do not provide
a dignified income for retirees, and
that the system invariably perpetu-
ates inequality.

Camila Rojas, the spokesper-
son for the Confech student union
confederation, told Radio Bio Bio
that the current setup cannot even be
considered a social security system,
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but rather is a “forced savings”
scheme that should be eliminated.

Workers also became indig-
nant when news broke that Myriam
Olate, an official with the country’s
gendarmerie and the ex-wife of the
head of the lower house of Con-
gress, was receiving an exorbitant
pension.

According to El Ciudadano,
Olate receives a monthly pension of
approximately US$8,450 a month,
while most retired workers received
an average of just US$300 a month.

Workers also faced cuts to
their pensions this month when
the Superintendency of Pensions
announced new rates due to the fact
that people now have a longer life
expectancy and the funds must now
be distributed over a longer period
of time.

That move was criticised as
being arbitrary as other studies,
including one by the World Health
Organisation, calculate that Chil-
eans have a lower life expectancy
than that used by the Superintenden-
cy of Pensions to calculate its rates.

The organisers of Sunday’s pro-
test called for another demonstra-
tion on August 10, and said they
intend to call for a national strike
on November 4.
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UN cites workers’ ri

Mark Gruenberg

A top United Nations human
rights official, attending the two
political party conventions as
part of his investigation of US
conditions, is warning of a large
threat to US workers’ rights, and
specifically to freedom of associa-
tion. That freedom was threatened
outside the party conventions, too,
he said.

And while Maina Kiai, a Har-
vard-trained attorney from Kenya,
didn’t mention the Republicans by
name, his implications are clear. And
he adds the threat to freedom of asso-
ciation in the US goes hand-in-hand
with threats by race.

“Today, unfortunately, America
seems to be at a moment where it
is struggling to live up to its ideals
on a number of important issues, the
most critical being racial, social and
economic inequality, which are often
intertwined,” Kiai reported.

“To be clear, the focus of my
mission was not race or discrimi-
nation. My mandate concerns the
enjoyment of the rights to freedom
of peaceful assembly and of asso-
ciation. But it is impossible to dis-
cuss these rights without issues of
racism pervading the discussions.
Racism and the exclusion, persecu-
tion and marginalisation that come
with it, affect the enabling environ-
ment for the exercise of association
and assembly rights.”

The criticisms from Kiai, the
UN’s Special Rapporteur on the
rights of freedom of assembly and
association, echo those US work-
ers and unions have voiced for years
about weak US labour law, virtual
elimination of the right to strike and
employer abuses against workers,
documented and undocumented.

For his preliminary report and his
full study next year, Kiai met with
representatives of the National Labor
Relations Board (NLRB), the US
Labour Department, the AFL-CIO,
its Solidarity Centre, and the ACLU
during his trip from July 11-27. He
also travelled to Washington, New
York, Baltimore, Ferguson, Cleve-
land, Phoenix, New Orleans, Baton
Rouge, Jackson and Philadelphia.

Ferguson was the site of the
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Mississippi students show their support for Nisssan workers.

killing of Michael Brown, an
unarmed African-American, by
police, which started the Black
Lives Matter movement. Jackson
is the site of a Nissan “transplant”
auto plant, whose workers are over-
whelmingly African-American or
Latino. The UAW is trying to organ-
ise the plant despite company labour
law-breaking.

Kiai did not like what he saw. He
was particularly perturbed by restric-
tions on peaceful protests outside
the conventions. Restrictions violate
the right to freedom of association,
regardless of the protests’ content.
Kiai was even more scathing about
lack of workers’ rights.

“In law, workers are not prevent-
ed from forming unions. However,
in practice the ability to form and
join unions is impeded by a number
of factors: Inordinate deference to
employers to undermine union for-
mation, a so-called “neutral” stance

on unions by authorities — when in
fact international law requires they
facilitate unions — weak remedies and
penalties for intimidation, coercion
and undue influence by employers,
and political interference and overt
support for industry at the expense
of workers,” Kiai said.

And “permanent replacement”
of striking workers “renders the right
to strike ineffective,” Kiai added,
despite international guarantees of
that right.

Even where workers union-
ise, employers are under no man-
date to bargain first contracts, Kiai
said. Companies can intentionally
draw out negotiations to be “open-
ended and unproductive.” That way
employers “demoralise and frustrate
union members, thus weakening their
bargaining power.”

In organising, Kiai singled out
the inequality of employer-mandated
“captive audience” meetings versus

Thousands protest
fracking

Peter Lazenby

More than 3,000 people marched
through York last week in opposi-
tion to plans for widespread frack-
ing in Yorkshire’s countryside.
The demonstration is thought to
have been Britain’s biggest so far
against the process.

The county has been desig-
nated by the Tory government as
ripe for introduction of the contro-
versial process — drilling deep into
the earth and pumping in chemicals
and water at high pressure to release
trapped gas.

Parts of north-west England are
also threatened.

Graham Martin, one of the
organisers of the demonstration,
said: “We were absolutely over-
whelmed by the turnout, which
exceeded all our expectations.

“This shows that more and more
people across Yorkshire are waking

up to the threat of fracking to the
countryside, rural jobs, tourism, the
environment and climate change.”

Tory councillors in North York-
shire opened the floodgates to frack-
ing operations by giving planning
permission, despite vociferous
opposition.

Opponents say the process
causes pollution, and research in
the US has revealed links between
asthma attacks and proximity to
fracking wells.

Frack Free North Yorkshire’s
Russell Scott said: “People are
now realising that with the whole
of Yorkshire covered in fracking
licences, fracking is now on every-
one’s doorstep.”

But North Yorkshire County
Council’s decision to allow fracking
in Kirby Misperton is being chal-
lenged by Frack Free Ryedale and
Friends of the Earth. The groups are
seeking a judicial review.

John Ashton, who was the gov-
ernment’s special representative
for climate change from 2006-12,
spoke at the rally outside York Min-
ster. He said: “You can be in favour
of fixing the climate. Or you can be
in favour of exploiting shale gas.
But you can’t be in favour of both at
the same time.”

Frack Free Ryedale’s Peter
Allen said: “If we wish to preserve
this county and this country as a
healthy place for our children and
grandchildren to live in, then this is
a cause worth fighting for.”

Fracking firm Ineos has
announced plans for up to 30 well
sites with 396 wells in each site,
which could mean more than 4,000
wells in North Yorkshire alone.
Morning Star &

bans on distribution of union litera-
ture in workplaces and on the rights
of workers to meet at plants or to pro-
test without management presence
or retaliation. He also hit “perva-
sive employer interference practices
... vividly illustrated by the strength
of the US$4 billion ‘union-busting’
industry.”

And Kiai criticised states — he
singled out Mississippi — for tout-
ing lack of unionisation and ability
to exploit workers “as a great benefit
to employers.” At Nissan, “workers
have suffered greatly,” Kiai reported.
Nissan now outsources all hiring to
a temp agency, “which pays signifi-
cantly lower wages and benefits,” he
noted. “Nissan reportedly operates 44
major plants throughout the world.
All are unionised, except for two in
the US South. Why not Mississippi?”’

Kiai also blasted so-called “right
to work” (RTW) laws in Louisi-
ana, Arizona, Mississippi and else-
where as “a particularly insidious
way of weakening unions, because
it removes any incentive for workers
to join” while the unions must still
pay to defend them on the job. While
he did not say so, Republican-run
state legislatures and governors have
pushed RTW laws.

“Coupled with the intense

oy

pressure by employers against union-
isation, it” — right to work — “also
gives enterprises a free pass to uni-
laterally set terms and conditions
of employment to the detriment of
workers,” Kiai said.

The NLRB, charged with over-
seeing worker-management relations
for most US private enterprises and
some public enterprises, is a weak
reed, in so many words, Kiai found.
The board “is unfortunately unable to
issue penalties for employers’ viola-
tions of rights.

Its “remedies ... do not serve
any deterrent purpose and under-
funding severely limits the number
of cases the board can investigate.
Enforcement arms of the NLRB”
and the Labour Department must “be
strengthened dramatically to effec-
tively address the challenges work-
ers face in exercising their rights to
freedom of association.

“International human rights law
explicitly sets out the rights of work-
ers, including the right to organise
and the right to strike, and is equally
clear about” every nation’s “duties
not only to respect these rights but
also to protect and actively facilitate
their enjoyment,” Kiai said.
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Juvenile detention
abuse

The footage that ABC’s Four
Corners showed was devastat-
ing. Watching cruelty like that
inflicted on children as young as
ten years old is horrifying. So too
is the fact that we have ten, eleven
and twelve year olds in the crimi-
nal justice system.

Tragically, the cruel and unjust
treatment of children at Don Dale is
unlikely to be an isolated incident.
The horrific mistreatment exposed
on Four Corners took place in the
context of increasing child detention
rates in the Northern Territory where
Aboriginal children are more likely
to be arrested, detained, charged
and sentenced than non-Aboriginal
children. And, already, accounts of

abuse and violence in youth facili-
ties around the country are emerging.

The Greens support PM Turn-
bull’s Royal Commission into the
violence, abuse and incarceration of
children in detention. But, we will
have failed those children twice if we
do not ensure that the Royal Com-
mission leads to change.

That’s why we’re calling for PM
Turnbull to:

Ensure the Royal Commission
is nationwide, and to investigate the
incarceration and abuse of children in
all detention facilities — starting with
an investigation into the treatment of
children in Don Dale and the North-
ern Territory, and then extending to
the rest of the country.

Commit to implement the Royal
Commission’s recommendations in
full. We must not see a repeat of the
Royal Commission into Aboriginal
Deaths in Custody, whose recom-
mendations have not been imple-
mented even after 25 years.

Implement the recommenda-
tions from the Royal Commission
into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody,
including the key directive to keep
people out of jail wherever possible.
That means investing in youth diver-
sionary programs and justice rein-
vestment so boys like those in Don
Dale are kept out of detention.

Letters / Culture & Life

Take urgent action to ensure that
the children who are currently locked
up are safe. We back Amnesty’s calls
for independent monitoring of youth
detention facilities.

Extend the Royal Commission to
children locked up in offshore immi-
gration detention facilities.

The Royal Commission must
investigate the violence and cru-
elty inflicted on those boys at Don
Dale, but we must also look at why
so many Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children are being locked up
in the first place.

Locking children up should only
ever be an option of absolute last
resort.

Richard Di Natale
and Rachel Siewert
Australian Greens

A national inquiry
needed into juvenile
detention

Youth Off The Streets supports
the royal commission into abuse
at Northern Territory’s Don Dale
detention centre, but insists that it
must extend nation-wide.

The recent Four Corners’ report
on the abuse and torture of our youth

in Don Dale Youth Detention Centre,
Northern Territory must lead to a
national change in how we rehabili-
tate young offenders.

The incarceration of any young
person should only ever be used after
all other avenues of rehabilitation
have been exhausted. These young
people have suffered a life of pov-
erty, abuse, homelessness, and have
been exposed to criminal behaviour
and drug and alcohol abuse from a
young age.

They are not hardened criminals
that we are putting behind bars; these
are young people who are calling out
for help. Youth Off The Streets is
calling for this Royal Commission to
extend into a nation-wide inquiry to
ensure that this injustice is not preva-
lent in other states.

We need to re-look at juvenile
detention and pursue alternative,
more effective ways of rehabilitation.

If people think this is a one-off
problem, they are wrong. This is hap-
pening right around the country — in
NSW, jails are over-populated and
as a result, construction has started
on demountable jails, Berrima Cor-
rectional centre is possibly opening
again. A path to disaster and vio-
lence is the only outcome from this
approach. There are alternative, and
more effective ways to reintroduce
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disaffected people back into society;
and the actions shown [on Four Cor-
ners] on Monday night are not one
of them.

We need to provide our young
people with the appropriate assist-
ance and treatment to help them to
turn their lives around and ensure that
they do not return to previous nega-
tive activities.

Not only is Youth Off The Streets
calling for the Royal Commission to
be expanded into a national investi-
gation, we are also calling for action
to be taken, based on the recommen-
dations made by the report.

Twenty five years ago, a Royal
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths
in Custody was carried out, resulting
in 339 recommendations being made,
but little effect on the prisoner popu-
lation has been seen since 1995. This
cannot be allowed to happen again,
when the recommendations are
handed down, action must be taken.

The incarceration of our most
vulnerable is a blight on our socie-
ty and Youth Off The Streets recom-
mends a national inquiry into the way
we are rehabilitating young offend-
ers. It’s time to heal our young people
and not further traumatise them
through state intervention.

Father Chris Riley
Youth Off The Streets
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Cold Warriors
ride again

Readers of this journal are well aware that,
contrary to the propaganda relentlessly
churned out by the ideologues of capital-
ism, the Cold War did not end. The Cold
War was a tactic in capitalism’s strategic
war against socialism and the world’s work-
ing class. That war certainly hasn’t ended,
hence neither has the propaganda offensive
known as the Cold War.

An army of academics, journalists, publish-
ers, media editors and more (lots more!) ensure
that there is a constant stream — sometimes a
torrent — of propaganda produced and widely
disseminated that denigrates, belittles and dis-
torts the history and achievements of socialism
and socialist leaders.

Last January (my apologies for catching up
on it so late!) the Australian Financial Review
reprinted — spread over two pages, in fact — a
lengthy piece of Cold War propaganda from
The Washington Post about the destruction of
Japan’s Kwantung Army by the USSR in 1945.
The article, by US author John Pomfret, is actu-
ally a book review: of a history of the last year
of the War by Richard Bernstein called China
1945. The review was printed in the AFR under
the revealing headline “Red Allies’ Duplicity
Revisited”. The book, like the review, is a clas-
sic Cold War product.

(The Cold War was — and still is — primarily
concerned with attacking Russia. So, although
the article is ostensibly about China, Pomfret is
only into his second paragraph when he man-
ages to include a reference to Russian President
Vladimir Putin as “a thug”.)

For his part, Bernstein’s line is, in Pomfret’s

words, that “Mao was as devious as, if not more
so, than his mentor, Josef Stalin.” And he takes
a dig at any of his colleagues who might hold
a different view: “American officials then —
and the academics of the 1970s as well, Bern-
stein writes — were ‘naively dazzled’ by Mao’s
assertions of Sino-American friendship, com-
mitment to Western-style democracy and solici-
tation of Yankee capital to modernise China.”
Surely the last of those has in fact been crucial
to China’s development?

The Kwantung Army had been kept intact
and ready for action throughout the War as part
of a strategy that saw the conquest of China as
the key to Japan’s future as an imperial power.

So vital was the role of the Kwantung Army
that it was confidently expected to fight on even
after the fall of Japan’s home islands. However,
the USSR agreed at the Potsdam Conference to
break its non-aggression pact with Japan and to
unleash its massive military forces, fresh from
victory over Germany, against Japan instead. In
accordance with the timetable agreed at Pots-
dam, on August 9, 1945, 11 Soviet army groups
totalling a million men — backed by 27 thou-
sand artillery pieces, 5,500 tanks and self-pro-
pelled guns and 3,700 aircraft — duly invaded
Japanese-occupied Manchuria and crushed the
Kwantung Army. The war would not continue
after the fall of the home islands.

Pomfret at least acknowledges that this
was “one of the great operations of World War
II”. Pomfret, however, is more interested in
positioning Bernstein’s book in a context of
slagging-off people’s China. “American busi-
nesses, long the bulwark of warm feelings for

the authoritarian government across the Pacific,
are souring on China ... as the Chinese govern-
ment and its agents pilfer United States technol-
ogy and use a variety of tactics — some of them
sleazy — to out-compete US firms.” US firms
don’t pilfer other countries’ technology, or use
sleazy tactics against rivals? A case of the boot
being on the other foot, I think?

Pomfret, quoting President Obama, actually
accuses the Chinese government of “freeload-
ing off an American-led international security
and economic system that has arguably bene-
fited China more than any other country on the
planet.” That international economic system
is called trade and commerce, and US firms
would not participate if they did not think they
were going to make money from the deal. I like
the way China is depicted as “freeloading” off
the global economy. In fact, that term would
better describe the “bully boy” tactics used by
the USA itself to better position it in the global
marketplace.

Of particular — and startling — interest,
however, is the reference to “an American-led
international security ... system”. The Chinese
economy has certainly not been helped by the
numerous restrictions and outright bans placed
on it by the US government that prevent China
importing products it wants from the US or
from investing as it wishes in the US (or even
in the USA’s allies).

Nor has China been helped by the constant,
non-stop warfare around the world that the US
government mistakenly thinks is essential to its
economic well-being. China’s multi-pronged
economic activity in Africa has been seriously

— and deliberately — impeded by US counter-
measures, to the obvious and vocal annoyance
of African states that welcome China’s non-pred-
atory approach to investment in their continent.

Perhaps the epitome of Cold War think-
ing was the US position regarding support for
Chiang Kai-Chek. Supporting the fervently
anti-Communist forces of Chiang accorded
with the class interests of American capitalism,
but it made no sense from a strategic point of
view. And yet successive US administrations
persisted in backing Chiang decades after he
had been kicked out of China.

During the War, however, the US had
agents/diplomats in Chiang’s capital Chung-
king trying to support the Chinese fight against
Japan. It did not take them long to realise that
Chiang was more interested in fighting the
Communists than the Japanese. Two US dip-
lomats, John Paton Davies and John Stewart
Service, informed the State Department that
it should switch its support from Chiang’s
Nationalists to Mao’s Chinese Red Army. Bern-
stein chooses to say they were wrong, and as
usual his reasoning is cock-eyed.

“Being straightforward men of integrity
themselves”, he writes, “Service and Davies
didn’t detect the breathtaking deceit that was
practised on them by Mao and Stalin, two of
the greatest masters of deception that the world
has ever known.”

Oh, go on Richard. Don’t be shy, say what
you really think. Sadly, this farrago is what
passes for history in the USofA. And they have
the hide to look down their nose at Marxist
historians! &
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American Gods

American Gods is coming to a television
screen near you. The trailer for the much-
anticipated live-action series based on
the award winning novel by author Neil
Gaiman premiered at San Diego Comic-
Con on July 22 alongside a panel featuring
the producers, director, cast, and Gaiman
himself. The haunting, visually rich trailer
gave diehard fans and newcomers to the
story a glimpse of the world of American
Gods brought to life.

Imagine a modern day reality where gods
and deities come into being, and gain their
power, based on what people worship. A world
where supernatural personifications of the inter-
net, capitalism, and media are newly formed
gods hell-bent on taking power from the dei-
ties of earlier history who are based on ancient
folklore from around the world. Imagine also
that this wide array of supernatural beings is
represented through diverse nationalities and
races. This is the world of American Gods and
the next potential television blockbuster.

The American Gods panel was moderat-
ed by Yvette Nicole Brown (The Odd Couple)
and included cast members Ricky Whittle
(Shadow Moon), Ian McShane (Mr Wednes-
day), Pablo Schreiber (Mad Sweeney), Yetide
Badaki (Bilquis), and Bruce Langley (Techni-
cal Boy), as well as executive producers, show-
runners and writers Bryan Fuller and Michael
Green, director and executive producer David
Slade, and author and executive producer Neil
Gaiman. Halfway through the panel it was
revealed that Kristin Chenoweth (Wicked) was
added to the cast as the goddess Easter. The
Emmy and Tony Award winning actress made
a surprise appearance on stage just as her cast-
ing was announced.

The lively panel talked about wanting to
stay true to the source material, while also
bringing in new viewers and introducing them
to the world. Gaiman explained that he was
very much involved in the beginning process
of the direction of the show.

The author revealed that, while he was flex-
ible on some aspects of the adaptation, he was
adamant about making sure the racial makeup
of the characters was not changed in the casting
process. As fans know, many of the characters
in the novel are of various racial and cultural
backgrounds, including Native American, Afri-
can American, and African, making for a true
reflection of what diversity and non-white cen-
tred narrative can look like.

Gaiman explained on the casting that “there
was no pushback [from Fuller and Green], there
was nothing but absolute agreement, and that’s
the way that we’ve been casting it.” He went
on to reference the current racial tensions in
the country along with the debate around Hol-
lywood whitewashing, to emphasise the point
on diverse casting by stating that it felt “much
more important now” that they were staying
true to the diversity of the characters than “a
year ago, 18 months ago,” or when they first
began to think about an adaptation.

Executive producer Bryan Fuller, whose
previous writing/directing credits include

lan McShane as Mr Wednesday.

Dead Like Me, Wonderfalls, Pushing Daisies
and Hannibal, explained how he hoped themes
within American Gods helped to add to the con-
versation around the current state of the nation.
Fuller explained, “There’s an absence of love
[in the country]. There’s so much hate, and
we’re in trouble as a country. We have a Vice
Presidential candidate [Mike Pence] who thinks
gay people should go through shock therapy,
and women should have funerals for their lost
foetuses.”

Director David Slade, whose previous cred-
its include The Twilight Saga: Eclipse, con-
fessed that he was a bit intimidated when first
tasked with bringing the bigger than life story
to the small screen. Slade explained, “You’re
terrified, and you look at it and it’s so big and
massive that it can’t be even approached,” but
went on to say he was happy with the project
and that he was allowed to be “entirely weird
and highly cinematic,” with his directing.

Fuller and Green also assured the audi-
ence that if viewers hadn’t read the book they
wouldn’t be completely in the dark. “However
you come to this — TV first, book second; book
first, TV second — you’re in good hands,” the
producers agreed. Gaiman added that readers of
the novel would have “surprises” and “things
that will leave you puzzled.”

The American Gods television series, pro-
duced by FremantleMedia North America, pre-
mieres on the STARZ cable network in 2017.
People’s World &
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Times of violence
and resistance for
Latin American journalists

Journalists in Latin America have been facing growing state
repression and violence in recent years. Daniela Pastrana

surveys the grim scene.

Mexico is the most dangerous
country in Latin America for
journalists. In 2015 it accounted
for one-third of all murders of
reporters in the region, and four
more journalists have been added
to the list so far this year.

The latest, Francisco Pacheco
Beltran, was shot dead outside his
home in the southern state of Guer-
rero last April 25. Pacheco Beltran
regularly covered crime and vio-
lence, which have been on the rise in
connection with organised crime and
drug trafficking. He worked for sev-
eral local media outlets in Mexico’s
poorest state, which is also one of the
most violent.

His murder adds one more chap-
ter to the history of terror for the
press in Mexico in this new century,
which has included not only the kill-
ings of 92 journalists, but also a phe-
nomenon that is almost unheard of
in democratic countries around the
world: 23 journalists have been for-
cibly disappeared in the last 12 years,
an average of two a year.

And every 22 hours, a journalist
is attacked in Mexico, according to
the latest report by the Britain-based
anti-censorship group Article 19.

“Violence against the press in
Mexico is systematic and wide-
spread,” said the former director of
the organisation’s Mexico branch,
Dario Ramirez, on the last Inter-
national Day to End Impunity for
Crimes Against Journalists, celebrat-
ed each November 2.

But violence and impunity are
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not the only problems faced by jour-
nalists in Mexico and the rest of the
region.

Ricardo Gonzalez, Article 19’s
global protection program officer,
told Inter Press Service (IPS) that
freedom of the press in Latin Amer-
ica faces three principal challeng-
es: prevention, protection and the
fight against impunity; the de-con-
centration of media ownership; and
improving the working conditions of
journalists.

“For us, the red zones are
Mexico, Honduras and Brazil,”
Gonzalez said.

According to the Federa-
tion of Latin American Journal-
ists (FEPALC), 43 journalists were
killed in the region in 2015, includ-
ing 14 in Mexico (besides two who
were forcibly disappeared). Mexico
is followed by Honduras (10), Brazil
(eight), Colombia (five) and Guate-
mala (three).

Brazil’s National Federation of
Journalists reported a 60% rise in the
number of journalists killed between
2014 and 2015. The highest-profile
case was the murder of investigative
reporter Evany Jose Metzker, whose
decapitated body was found in May
2015.

Honduras and Mexico have a
similar problem: the violence against
journalists is compounded by a cul-
ture of impunity.

“In the first half of 2015, the
Commission registered a worrying
number of unclarified murders of
communicators and media workers,”

says the Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights’ (IACHR) annual
report on Honduras.

Not just murders

But violence is not the only threat
faced by the media in Honduras. One
of the Central American country’s
leading newspapers, Diario Tiempo,
which stood out for its defence of
democracy during the 2009 coup that
overthrew President Manuel Zelaya,
was recently shut down.

The closure of the newspaper is
linked to the downfall of one of the
most powerful families in the coun-
try: the family of banking magnate
Jaime Rosenthal, who is accused by
the US Treasury Department of laun-
dering money for drug traffickers.

The freezing of the accounts of

Guardian

businesses in the family’s Grupo
Continental conglomerate, as a result
of that accusation, led to the closure
of the newspaper, announced in
October. As a result, the government
was accused of taking disproportion-
ate measures against the outspoken
publication.

In a public letter, Rosenthal said,
“The circumstances that led to this
suspension are very serious with
regard to freedom of speech, social
communication and democracy in
our country, to the extreme that this
is an atypical case in the Western
world.”

A newspaper with a similar
name, in Argentina, is an example
of the other side of the coin in the
region. Last April 25, journalists
from Tiempo Argentino, a Buenos
Aires daily that closed down in late
2015, relaunched the publication, this
time as a weekly.

Under the slogan “the owners of
our own words”, the Tiempo Argen-
tino reporters got their jobs back by
forming a cooperative, similar to the
format used by factory workers to get
bankrupt companies operating again
after Argentina’s severe 2001-02 eco-
nomic crisis.

“It’s really good to see that the
more people organise, the more the
competition between companies is
overcome,” said Cecilia Gonzalez,
a correspondent for the Notimex
agency in the countries of Latin
America’s Southern Cone region.

But Gonzalez said that in Argen-
tina there are plenty of problems as
well, and few positive answers like
Tiempo Argentino. One of the big
problems was President Mauricio
Macri’s modification by decree of

a law pushed through by his leftist
predecessor in 2015 that outlawed
monopolies by media companies.

Macri, who took office last
December, told the IACHR that he
would draft a new law with input
from civil society. But reporters in
Argentina are sceptical.

“Besides the more than 300
media outlets owned by the Grupo
Clarin and which it will avoid losing,
another monopoly is being built in
the shadows, associated with La
Nacion, and they plan to get hold of
the entire chain of magazines,” the
Orsai magazine wrote.

As journalists in the region got
ready for World Press Freedom Day,
celebrated on May 3, there were
signs of resistance in some countries,
although the climate is not the best
for media workers.

One example is Veracruz, the
Mexican state that has been in the
international headlines for the alarm-
ing number of reporters who have
been assaulted or killed.

On April 28, the fourth anniver-
sary of the murder of Regina Mar-
tinez, a correspondent for the local
weekly Proceso, journalists belong-
ing to the Colectivo Voz Alterna, who
have battled hard in defence of the
right to inform, in the midst of a cli-
mate of terror, placed a plaque in her
honour in the central square of the
state capital.

“We cannot forget, and we cannot
just do nothing,” said Veracruz
reporter Norma Trujillo. Similar
sentiments are voiced by reporters
working in dangerous conditions
around the region.
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