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COMMUNIST PARTY

Bob Briton & Anna Pha

The election of Pauline Hanson and other
One Nation candidates to the Senate is just
one indicator of an alarming trend. Hanson
has ridden a wave of racism, nationalism
and anti-scientific attitudes into Parliament.
These sentiments had already been stirred
up by major conservative parties and by
hate-mongers in the corporate media. The
resuscitated career of the anti-intellectual
icon from Queensland and the emergence
of a brace of other extreme right political
forces are not an exclusively Australian
phenomenon.

Similar scenarios are playing out across the
capitalist world as economic crisis bites hard,
governments make savage cuts to social spend-
ing, corporate taxes are cut and working people
are expected to foot the bill for massive military
budgets. Racism and other scapegoats and dis-
tractions are trotted out to divert attention from
the real causes of the crises facing the work-
ing class.

The left has a mighty challenge on its hands
to defeat these enemies of reason and humanity.

Hanson knows how to play the populist, to
instil fear in an environment where people are
already feeling insecure over their jobs, wages,
the future of Medicare, housing and what future
their children have.

It should not come as a surprise that One
Nation had its best results in working class sub-
urban and rural electorates where discontent
with the major parties is the greatest.

Fuelling hatred and division

Hanson and her ilk fuel hatred and division.
They know how to tap into people’s fears and
ignorance. The corporate media play a key role
in keeping people in the dark with a constant
stream of non-news and out-right lies about
the economy, government policy, Australia’s
involvement in US wars, the so-called “ille-
gal” asylum seekers and other important issues.

A massive operation is also underway in the
media and elsewhere in the ideological appa-
ratus to trivialise the left and other progres-
sive forces that embrace concepts of equality,
collectivity and multi-culturalism. Indulgence
is being encouraged for ideas once correctly
identified as ignorant and harmful, as fuelling
hatred, division and even violence.

Not a day goes by where there is not some
beat-up about the threat of terrorism, of Mus-
lims as terrorists, of Halal food being forced on
an unwitting public, that Islam is not a religion
and so on. All concepts taken up and exploited
by Hanson and other ultra-right outfits.

“Australia is a country built on Christian
values,” Hanson claims. In the next breath,
she says Australia is a secular society, that she
supports secularism. “Secularism is assert-
ing the right to be free from religious rule and
teachings or, in a state declared to be neutral
on matters of belief, from the imposition by

government or religion or religious practices
upon the people,” Hanson says.

Her election material also played on the
fears whipped up by “stop the boats” slogan-
ising and policies on asylum seekers of the
Abbott/Turnbull government. The fear of Aus-
tralia being swamped by Muslim asylum seek-
ers landing on Australia’s shores and posing a
threat to Australia’s, read Christian, “values”
and way of life.

Scapegoating

Today it is the Muslim community that is
scapegoated. When Hanson was elected to the
Senate in 2001 she targeted Asians as the threat
to “Australian values”.

“I and most Australians want our immigra-
tion policy radically reviewed and that of mul-
ticulturalism abolished,” she told the Senate in
her first speech in 2001.

“I believe we are in danger of being
swamped by Asians. Between 1984 and 1995,
40 per cent of all migrants coming into this
country were of Asian origin.

“They have their own culture and religion,
form ghettos and do not assimilate. ..
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“A truly multicultural country can never
be strong or united. The world is full of failed
and tragic examples, ranging from Ireland to
Bosnia to Africa and, closer to home, Papua
New Guinea. America and Great Britain are
currently paying the price,” Hanson said.

The latter remark reveals her ignorance
regarding the history of colonialisation and
foreign occupations.

Yet, Australia is a nation of migrants, a
highly successful society built on multicultur-
alism with people of many races, cultures, and
religions living in harmony. Every family, apart
from those of the Indigenous Australians, are
migrants or refugees or their descendants.

The real threat to this harmony is the ultra-
right politics of One Nation, Reclaim Australia
and other extremist right-wing groups.

Institutional racism

Hanson'’s election also arises from a spike
in institutional racism. Right-wing commenta-
tors like the Australian’s Jennifer Oriel alleg-
es that the “left” has successfully substituted
“minority rights” for the inclusive values of
what she refers to as “western civilisation”.

The facts tell a different story. Aboriginal
deaths in custody are on the rise again. More
Aboriginal children are being removed from
their homes today than in 1997 when the Bring-
ing them Home Report was handed down. That
document led to former Prime Minister Kevin
Rudd’s apology to the Stolen Generations.

Authorities, including the Australian
Human Rights Commission, that highlight
the suffering of Aboriginal people, refugees
and other minorities are dismissed as “activist
organisations” and should be abolished.

Hanson has some strong support within
Liberal Party ranks on this question.

Advice from a past master

Former conservative Prime Minister John
Howard is full of advice for Prime Minister
Malcolm Turnbull in this connection. During
the election campaign, Turnbull said he would
not welcome Pauline Hanson’s presence in
the Parliament. Howard thinks that attitude is
ill-advised.

Continued on page 2
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Olympics as political tool

Judging by the celebratory nature of the “revelations” claim-
ing systemic, government-sanctioned drug use among Russia’s
athletes, the world must conclude that the scourge of drugs-in-
sport has been at last wiped out. And the finger of blame and
guilt is pointed squarely, and only, at Russia. Yet, when Western
news media react in unison to universally push a negative story
about Russia it has the telltale hallmark of a Pavlovian response.
Somebody rings a bell and suddenly the media are salivating like
well-trained hounds.

And the Western media are full of howling headlines impugning
Russia for running a “state-sponsored” doping program among
its athletes. During the last 12 months the unverified findings
have swiftly led to predictable calls for the Russian authorities
to be sanctioned and even for its athletes to be banned from the
Olympic Games in Brazil.

Virtually, anything that Russia does now is subject to allega-
tions of malign intent. Under President Vladimir Putin, Russia is
“destabilising the international order” — as US Defence Secretary
Ashton Carter has charged — again without the slightest shred
of evidence. In turn, these allegations are used to justify a mas-
sive military build up by Washington and its NATO allies across
Europe. Russia is bad, evil, sinister, threatening, so the assertions
go. There is once again the danger emanating from the Slavic
superpower and only Washington and its NATO allies are capable
of “protecting the Free World”. This is the brainwashing formula
that was relentlessly injected into the Western public mind dur-
ing the old Cold War — now being applied again 25 years after
it officially ended.

The whole media chorus is based on a report from the World
Anti-Doping Agency (WADA). The agency is a non-governmental
organisation headquartered in Montreal, Canada. It is associated
with the International Olympic Committee, but it is a private
organisation with no legal foundation to “clean up athletics” as
its mission statement contends. Interestingly, WADA announced
in March last year that it received US$6.5 million in funding from
various governments, including the US. Russia was not among its
benefactors. WADA'’s investigation into allegations of doping in
Russian sports followed a media report at the end of 2014 carried
out by German TV company ARD in conjunction with Britain’s
Sunday Times. The latter publication is a notorious conduit for
Western intelligence.

Russian government and sporting authorities have this week
dismissed the accusations as “groundless” and of being issued
without any “verifiable evidence”. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said: “We can’t comment on allegations when no evidence
has been presented.” That means that the Western media commo-
tion this week alleging Russian state-sponsored drug dealing in
sports is based on a questionable media source and conducted by
a private organisation which has no governmental or international
legal foundation.

Almost every country has been implicated in the abuse of
drugs by athletes. None more so than the United States. Think of
some of the most famous and later disgraced stars of international
sports: Marion Jones, Tim Montgomery, Carl Lewis. All of those
mentioned are American and some have been stripped of their
Olympic medals. Then there is the best known serial drug cheat
of all: US cyclist Lance Armstrong.

The problem of illicit drugs has a long history and no nation is
free from the vice. The selective focus by a self-appointed Western-
led watchdog, WADA, on allegations of sporting violations in one
country — Russia — is totally unacceptable. What is required is
an internationally standardised organisation under the remit of
the Olympic body to apply verifiable strictures in all countries.
Notably, British Conservative Party member Lord Sebastian Coe,
who heads the International Athletics Association Federation, has
been among the outspoken voices calling for sanctions against
Russia. Coe was also on Britain’s World Cup bidding team that
lost out to Russia for the 2018 tournament.

Ivan Pavlov, the Nobel-winning Russian scientist famed for
his work on psychological conditioning, must be having a good
old laugh in his heavenly abode.

Press Fund

Silence isn’t always golden, sometimes it’s venomous. Appearing
recently on Q&A, Senator Pauline Hanson attacked Muslims

as potential terrorists. However, a member of the audience,

a psychologist and Muslim, then offered her a good-natured
invitation to lunch with his family and friends. Unable to accept
because of her prejudices, but aware that refusing would reveal
the depth of her bigotry and the shallowness of her argument, she
simply refused to respond! At the Guardian we’re committed to
covering subjects conservative politicians would rather not discuss,
but we need Press Fund contributions, so please send us something
for the next edition if you possibly can. Many thanks to this week’s
supporters as follows:

Semaphore Workers’ Club, in Memory of Peter Nichols: $100

D P Cartwright $20, Dr Gianni Dittura $5, Mark Mannion $5,
C Greer $50, B Hawke $25, “Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $10

This week’s total: $220 Progressive total: $5,005

Guardian

No to WorkChoices
on water

The Maritime Union of Australia
(MUA) says that Transport Minis-
ter Darren Chester must provide
greater certainty for the Austral-
ian shipping industry by ruling
out any return of the Turnbull
government’s flawed WorkChoic-
es on water legislation.

Last year the Senate rejected a
government plan to allow foreign-
flagged vessels paying third world
wages to undercut Australian-flagged
ships working on coastal shipping
routes.

Under existing arrangements,
foreign vessels are welcome to work
on domestic freight sectors provided
they pay Australian-level wages to
maintain a level playing field.

During the recent federal elec-
tion campaign, the Coalition made
no mention of shipping. It did not
even bother to produce a shipping
policy to inform the industry and the

broader community about its future
intentions regarding regulation.

The government’s silence on its
future plans during the election cam-
paign raises the possibility it plans a
fresh attack on Australian shipping.

Chester should make his inten-
tions clear.

This is particularly important
given that after the Senate rejected
its legislation late last year, the gov-
ernment began abusing existing laws
allowing the issuance of temporary
licences for the use of foreign crew.

In the most flagrant example of
this abuse, the government issued a
licence allowing the operators of the
MYV Portland to sack their Austral-
ian crew and replace it with a foreign
Crew.

While the legislation makes clear
that such licences must be for tempo-
rary work where no Australian crew
is available, the Portland crew was

available and the vessel had been
working between Portland in Victo-
ria and Western Australia for more
than two decades.

Its work was anything but
temporary.

During last year’s debate over
the government’s proposed changes,
a Senate committee heard that when
Western Australian cruise ship oper-
ator Bill Milby warned the govern-
ment its changes would destroy his
business, a bureaucrat advised him
to consider registering his ship over-
seas, sacking his Australian crew and
replacing it with a foreign crew.

This care less approach to the
livelihoods of average Australians
stands as a prime example of why the
Coalition lost so much public support
at the July 2 election.

Australians want their govern-
ment to act in their interests, not
destroy their jobs. &

Continued from page 1

He may feel a debt of gratitude
to Hanson for paving the way for
the “Tampa” and “children over-
board” election of 2001. One Nation
was destroyed at the polls when
the Coalition essentially stole the
upstart party’s immigration and ref-
ugee policies.

“I didn’t agree with her when
she said we were being flooded
by Asians because we weren’t,”
Howard said in the media. “And
I didn’t agree with her when she
said the Aboriginal people weren’t
among the most disadvantaged in
our community because those things
were manifestly wrong.

“But I understand that she was
articulating the concerns of people
who felt left out and I was very crit-
ical of people who branded every-
body who supported her as a racist
because that is nonsense.

“We are not a racist country and
I wish people would stop reach-
ing for the adjective whenever they
want to isolate somebody who they
don’t agree with.”

Howard’s anti-racist creden-
tials are not strong and his claim
that Australia is not a racist country
won’t fly. But his encouragement
and that of other “conservative”
spokespersons to those who want
to put their “concerns” out there is
definitely cutting through.

Nine TV presenter Sonia Kruger
got some criticism but a lot of sym-
pathetic reinforcement when she
said on air that she wants a halt to
Muslim immigration so she can feel
safe. She said, with total disregard
for glaring facts, that Japan has no
history of terrorism because it has
no Muslim population — wrong on
both counts.

Ignorant attitudes and anecdotes

that until recently were the preserve
of Reclaim Australia, the United
Patriots Front and social media
trolls are moving to centre stage
and even being touted on the public
broadcaster, the ABC.

Rightward drift

The scene is repeated in country
after country. US Republican presi-
dential candidate Donald Trump has
promised to halt the immigration of
Muslims and to build an exclusion
wall across the US-Mexico border.
There is not doubt that, while the
Brexit vote was one in the eye of
capitalist globalising planners, it
also reflected xenophobic feelings
fanned by the right wing UKIP
party.

Across Europe there is the
rise and rise of the National Front
in France, the Jobbik in Hungary,
Golden Dawn in Greece and so on.

In Australia, analysts note that
in the recent federal election, more
Australians (roughly 22 percent)
voted for extreme right-wing parties
like the Australian Liberty Alliance,
the anti-immigration Sustainable
Australia, the anti-vaccine Health
Australia Party and Family First
than voted for the Nationals. The
left’s results, by comparison, were
extremely modest. There is a lot
of hand-wringing about the disap-
pointing performance overall of the
Greens.

The challenge from the right is
racist, xenophobic and religiously
intolerant but is also anti-science.
Hanson wants zero net immigra-
tion, a ban on Muslim migration,
the installation of closed circuit TV
to monitor mosques and Islamic
schools and a Royal Commission
into Islam itself.

She also wants to investigate

the Bureau of Meteorology and the
CSIRO for involvement in what she
believes is a conspiracy to favour
the international consensus around
climate change. One Nation Senate
colleague Malcolm Roberts wants
“climate scepticism” taught in
schools.

Fighting back

Despite the dramatic swing to
the right in the recent period, dis-
affected Liberal Senator Cori Ber-
nardi is annoyed at the presence
of voices for moderation on some
issues within his Party. He has been
rallying “conservatives” (extreme
right-wingers) into various well-
resourced organisations to advance
his agenda.

Bernadi has a string of these ini-
tiatives to his name; the latest being
the Australian Conservatives, which
he is building with fellow Coalition
MP George Christensen. They feel
the need to counter the influence of
progressive lobbying groups, most
notably GetUp!.

The right is networking and
building. Years of persistent work,
supported by major institutions of
the capitalist state, are advancing
their reactionary political agenda.
The left, i.e. the forces wishing to
move Australia to a socialist future
with a culture genuinely reflecting
the multicultural nature of Austral-
ian society, won’t have that sort of
backing. But it will have to unite
as never before and gather the sup-
port of the decisive force for pro-
gressive change, for workers and
other exploited people. The alterna-
tive, anti-human right-wing agenda
is becoming clearer. It must not
pass! @
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

omrades, We Communists are people of action. Ours is the problem of practical struggle against the , ,
offensive of capital, against fascism and the threat of imperialist war, the struggle for the overthrow of
capitalism. It is precisely this practical task that obliges Communist cadres to equip themselves with
revolutionary theory, for theory gives those engaged in practical work the power of orientation, clarity of
vision, assurance in work, belief in the triumph of our cause.

George Dimitrov, Against fascism and war
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Participants in a forum on Indigenous edu-
cation have heard there are significantly
fewer Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people taking up and completing teach-
ing degrees than non-Indigenous people
because of racism, family responsibilities
and negative experiences at school.

Teaching Indigenous studies, who should
teach it and how was also discussed at the Aus-
tralian Council of Deans of Education Forum
in Adelaide.

According to the Australian Indigenous
Lecturers in Teachers Education Association,
there are about 4,000 Indigenous teachers
nationally and about 450,000 non-Indigenous
teachers.

Monash University Faculty of Education
Indigenous education and leadership officer Dr
Peter Anderson said he wants non-Indigenous
teachers to get involved in teaching Indigenous
studies.

“You can’t teach culture. We have Elders
and community members who do that for us.
We can teach about culture but we can’t teach
culture,” he told the Koori Mail.

“So why don’t we get schools to pay for
a community member to come in and teach
culture? These are the kinds of things that we
wanted to get the deans to think about. We
wanted to get them thinking about Indigenous
perspectives. We want Indigenous studies in
schools but no-one’s teaching the teachers how
to teach it.

“The pool of Indigenous teachers is quite
small so we want to build a bigger workforce
t00.”

Australia

Dr Anderson, a Warlpiri and Murinpatha
man, said many factors contribute to the lack
of Indigenous teachers.

“On average most Indigenous teachers only
teach for about four years before they burn
themselves out,” he said. “There’s still racism
in the classroom and there’s still racism at uni-
versity. As an academic I have experienced
racism myself.

“It shocks the deans that it still happens so
we’ve had a commitment from them to create
equality in their faculties.”

“Fight up”

Dr Anderson said that he and other Indig-
enous academics have always had to “fight up”,
but now that the deans have taken on the issue,
they can tackle it from the top down.

“It means their work will flow into schools
because it’s the thinking that we need to shift.
It’s not just the Aboriginal kids we need to
teach about culture, it’s the non-Indigenous
kids too,” he said.

“I think it will be a generational shift, and
it will show so much maturity in our country
and our society if Indigenous culture can be
integrated into our education system.

“I believe in my heart that Aboriginal
people make great teachers. Often, though,
the way they have experienced school is nega-
tive and that prevents people from taking up
teaching.”

Djungan and Tagalaka woman Fallon
Patolo, a third-year teaching student at James
Cook University, said the forum was a chance
to learn about Indigenous education issues.

“It was good to listen to the speakers
and learn what their vision is for Indigenous

education. They looked at how to raise the con-
fidence of Indigenous teachers,” she said.

“They also talked about the retention rates
of students and how racism in universities and
schools can prevent people from disadvantaged
backgrounds from becoming teachers.

“I’m finding the course challenging but so
rewarding because finding time to study and
balance my family and part-time work is hard.”

Patolo said she felt she could relate to a
lot of the issues spoken about at the forum. “I
know what they were talking about with the
retention rates because it’s overwhelming to
stay motivated,” she said.

Campaign targets violence

The Aboriginal Family Violence
and Prevention Legal Service
Victoria (FVPLS Victoria) has
launched a campaign it says
is essential to help many of the
state’s Indigenous women.

Called Solutions to address-
ing family violence, the cam-
paign is based on the service’s
14 years of experience working
with victims/survivors of family
violence.

FVPLS chief executive Antoi-
nette Braybrook says the campaign
will give Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander women a voice they
are denied under the current system.

“These solutions will contrib-
ute to ending this silencing and help
ensure their input to shape policy

to influence systemic change,” she
said. “FVPLS Victoria has built
trust with the women in our com-
munities. We listen to their voices
and they have entrusted us with
their knowledge on the solutions
that work for them.

“FVPLS Victoria stands in soli-
darity with Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander women, calling on
the whole of the community to sup-
port their voices.”

FVPLS says Indigenous women
are 34 times more likely to be hos-
pitalised because of family violence
and 10 times more likely to die as a
result of a violent assault.

Braybrook says Indigenous
women and their communities are
the key to creating change.

From the archives

Ford’s profits — The Socialist, June 1982
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“That’s why FVPLS Victo-
ria’s Solutions focus is on ampli-
fying Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander leadership and enabling
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island-
er communities to build resilience
towards preventing family violence
through strong culture and strong
identity,” she said.

“Our women must have access
to a broad range of services includ-
ing legal and non-legal supports
which are offered by FVPLS Victo-
ria. This breaks down the many bar-
riers to accessing justice that exist
and impact on safety.”

More details at www.fvpls.org
Koori Mail &
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“At the moment only one third of Indige-
nous students complete their degree, but [ want
to finish mine because I want it to be 100 per-
cent of Indigenous students who finish.

“I decided to become a teacher because I
wanted to make a difference and lead from the
front. I feel like the reason a lot of Aboriginal
people don’t finish is because of family and
community commitments.

“I am very grateful that I had flexible lec-
turers who helped me succeed and encouraged
me.”

Koori Mail &

Sydney

Vigil

emanding
| the USA stop
the blockade on Cuba

Wednesday August 17 at 5:30 pm

Sydney Martin Place

Also to stop the subversion of funds against Cuba and

return Guantanamo to the Cuban people.

Sydney

Fidel at 90: Moncada and Today
The Ideas and Actions of Fidel Castro

An event to commemorate Fidel's 90th birthday and
the 63rd anniversary of the 26 July attack on the Moncada Barracks

5:30pm — 9:30pm Sunday July 31
Greek Community Club — 206 Lakemba Street Lakemba

Dinner | Talks | Video | Cuban music with Papalote

Fundraising Raffle & Auction
All proceeds to: Vilma Espin Autism School in Gienfuegos and the Revival of Repentismo in Las Tunas

Presold Tickets only: $35 / S50 Solidarity

For tickets and more info: ACFS — Sydney branch

Lio Weitzel:

sydneyacfs@gmail.com 0413 753 115

Support The Guardian by donating to Press Fund
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VET privatisation failures

VET (vocational, education and training) researcher and analyst
Dr John Mitchell shows how a new government-commissioned
report lays bare the failures of privatisation.

The policy failings of Australia’s
privatisation of vocational educa-
tion have been revealed in a new
report, whose findings have been
sadly overlooked by media and
policy makers.

The Review of the National Part-
nership Agreement on Skills Reform,
prepared for the Commonwealth
Government by ACIL Allen, was
completed on December 21, 2015
but not released publicly until April
1 this year.

My experience in working for
governments tells me that the delay
is due to the awkward findings of the
report (heavily massaged as they are)
and its alarming admissions of failure
of the key aims of VET privatisation.

As background, in 2012 the
Commonwealth, states and territo-
ries committed to a National Part-
nership Agreement on skills reform.
The agreement set out the goals and
structures of intergovernmental VET
funding and reform for 2012-13 to
2016—17. This report is the mid-term
review of the agreement, which all
governments involved agreed to.

The agreement has the objec-
tive of achieving a “VET system
that delivers a productive and highly
skilled workforce which contributes
to Australia’s economic future, and to
enable all working age Australians to
develop the skills and qualifications
needed to participate effectively in
the labour market.”

It says it will do this by deliver-
ing four key outcomes.

* More accessible training for
working age Australians and,
in particular, a more equitable
system that provides greater
opportunities for participation in
education and training.

A more transparent VET
sector, which enables better
understanding of the activity
occurring in each jurisdiction.
A higher quality VET sector,
which delivers learning
experiences and qualifications
that are relevant to individuals,
employers and industry.

* A more efficient VET sector,
which is responsive to the needs
of students, employers and
industry.

What did ACIL Allen’s review
uncover about each of the four
desired outcomes?

In large part, the objectives were
not achieved, and in many cases we
have gone backwards, although the
report’s authors tried hard to remain
optimistic about some new trends
and fragments of success.

Reduced accessibility

Regarding the desired achieve-
ment of a more accessible and equi-
table training system, for instance, it
states that there is “moderately strong
evidence” to conclude that “the out-
comes of accessibility and choice
have increased since the baseline
years of 2008-2009”. However, in
recent years, “growth in a number
of relevant indicators has been nega-
tive, including in the total number of
courses available”.

In an extraordinary response to
this negative finding, the authors
expressed the hope that the scandal-
ous VET FEE-HELP program and
the contentious “entitlement” models
that became election-deciding issues
in Victoria and Queensland in 2014
— 15 will somehow improve access
and choice.

This hope deftly avoids much
mention of the public outrage around
the VET FEE-HELP program, the
amount of funding given to pro-
viders such as the now collapsed
Vocation Ltd, and the bi-partisan
political admission that VET FEE-
HELP needs reform. This is wishful
thinking at its worst.

The report did acknowledge some
“unintended consequences” of VET
FEE-HELP, including that students
will opt for a course covered by this
loan scheme even when the course is
at a level unsuitable for them.

Poor transparency
Regarding the second desired
outcome of a more transparent sector,

stakeholders consulted as part of the
review “provided mixed views”.

The report noted that jurisdic-
tions have made investments in both
improving the understanding of how
consumers access and use informa-
tion to inform decisions leading to
a VET enrolment, and in providing
relevant and current information in a
user-centric way.

On the other hand, “this has not
led to the desired improvements in
consumer awareness, mainly because
there continues to be generally inad-
equate information on important
aspects such as training prices, qual-
ity, and entitlement limitations”.

Students are still making deci-
sions on courses without having
enough information to weigh up the
quality of the course, their employ-
ment prospects, and the debt burden
they are putting on themselves.

Lower quality

Regarding the third desired out-
come of higher quality, the authors
noted we have seen “an overall
decline in both student and employer
satisfaction with training.”

Searching for an explanation for
the failure to achieve a higher qual-
ity sector, the report suggested that
“these quality issues may be in part
due to the pace and scale at which the

Call for Black Lung
Royal Commission

A call from Queensland Labor MP
Jo-Ann Miller for a Royal Com-
mission into Black Lung disease
has been welcomed in mining com-
munities across the state as more
workers get diagnosed, and the
scourge of the resurgent deadly
disease continues to spread.

CFMEU Mining and Energy
Division Queensland District Presi-
dent Stephen Smyth said a full and
independent Royal Commission was
the only way to get to the bottom of
the regulatory failures that allowed
Black Lung disease to return.

“I welcome Jo-Ann Miller’s call
for a Royal Commission into Black
Lung disease, and hope that the
government supports the workers
by accepting her notice of motion,”
Smyth said.

“Only a Royal Commission,
removed from interference of gov-
ernment, the bureaucracy, indus-
try, and vested interests, can ensure

that workers and the community

get the answers they deserve about
how Black Lung disease was able to
return to Queensland coalmines on
such a scale and with such devastat-
ing effect.

“Questions need to be answered
about the systemic failures of regu-
lation and monitoring around dust
levels in our mines and the botched
assessment of thousands of medical
records.”

Despite a National Senate
Inquiry into Black Lung disease,
and the Queensland government’s
Sims Review into the failure of the
medical screening process, Smyth
said these investigations raised
more questions than they answered.

“There hasn’t just been compla-
cency on behalf of mining compa-
nies and regulators — there has been
active and purposeful deceptive
behaviour to cover up dodgy activi-
ties by a number of organisations

and that needs to be revealed,”
Smyth said.

“What the previous reviews
have shown is that there has been
a cover up by mining companies
to conceal how high dust levels
are in their mines, and a refusal by
government departments to act to
ensure our coalmines are safe for
workers.

“We need a Royal Commis-
sion to address the cover up that the
union suspects has been going on
since at least the early 1980s that
saw up to 75 cases of Black Lung
disease diagnosed but hidden from
victims and only found 30 years
later. We can’t let this happen again,
or for more workers to suffer while
those with the power to stop the
problem get away with letting it
continue.

“We need a Royal Commission
and the government needs to call
one.”

National Partnership reforms were
implemented”.

This part of the report reads as if
no one is to blame; no one can take
responsibility; the drop in quality just
happened because the policymakers
tried so very hard to introduce reform
on many fronts!

“In a relatively short period, the
NP (National Partnership) sought
to introduce significant concurrent
changes in a large number of areas,
including a significant increase in the
number of publicly subsidised pri-
vate RTOs, an overall increase in the
volume of enrolments, and the con-
tinuing expansion of income contin-
gent loans in the VET sector.”

The truth is that these policies
were set up and implemented by
human beings, not machines, around
the concept of a student entitlement
model and a competitive market.

Those policymakers hadn’t
thought through the possible nega-
tive consequences and, in the face
of mounting critiques by academ-
ics, industry leaders and journalists,
actually intensified pursuit of their
“market” ideology, regardless of the
damage to students’ hopes, lives and
careers.

Inefficiency and
unresponsiveness

The report’s authors explained
that the fourth desired outcome, a
more efficient and responsive sector,
relates mostly to the public provider,
TAFE, becoming more commercially
organised and focused.

The authors cheerfully found
that, “in relation to the treatment
of public providers, there is clear
evidence of a wide variety of steps

being taken across jurisdictions to
improve the ability of public pro-
viders to operate effectively in an
environment of greater competition
— including changes and investments
in systems, organisational structures,
governance, legislation, funding, and
branding”.

This awkwardly-worded finding
does not fit with the views of elec-
tors in Victoria in November 2014
and Queensland in February 2015,
who responded positively to Labor’s
election-winning theme that Coali-
tion governments had been intent on
destroying TAFE and the ALP in both
states was intent on rescuing it.

TAFE was an issue in both elec-
tions. Voters were clear: they did
not like the ways governments were
trying to “improve the ability” of
TAFE systems to be more competi-
tive, they preferred investment to
make sure their local TAFEs could
continue to operate. Stripping TAFE
so that it could compete on price with
providers such as Vocation Ltd does
not add value to Australia.

I have learnt to spot pieces of
work where a consultant’s findings
are not good for the government
client, but the consultant skilful-
ly delivers the bad news without
making the reader feel too distressed.

This type of report writing is an
advanced skill and ACIL Allen is to
be congratulated for politely identi-
fying fundamental failings by gov-
ernments in pursuit of the high-flown
objectives in the NP.

But we need our politicians to act
on the reality of this report, not the
language, and force a fundamental
rethink about the VET sector.

No more game-playing.
Australian Education Union &
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Marxism and the way forward

Sukomal Sen

“Finally, there came a time

when everything that men had
considered as inalienable became
an object of exchange, of traffic
and could be alienated. This is the
time when the very things which
till then had been communicated,
but never exchanged; given, but
never sold; acquired, but never
bought — virtue, love, conviction,
knowledge, conscience, etc,
when everything in short, passed
into commerce. It is the time of
general corruption of universal
venality, or to speak in terms of
political economy, the time when
everything, moral or physical,
having become a marketable value,
is brought to the market to be
assessed at its lowest value.”

Karl Marx Poverty of Philosophy

The 19th century witnessed great
human discoveries, opening up new
vistas of scientific knowledge, lit-
erary genius, liberal and rational
thought, great art and culture.

But the grandest among them,
is surely the climax of them all; the
articulation of the theory of human
emancipation by Karl Marx. Marx’s
analysis of the nature of capitalism,
the modus operandi of capitalist
exploitation, and finally the possibil-
ity of human emancipation, shook the
world and finally led to the Bolshevik
Revolution of 1917, and the forma-
tion of the world’s first socialist state.

For over a century, millions of
people had organised in powerful
working-class and other people’s
movements, challenged the existing
order, convinced they were on the
verge of drastic change — a socialist
future world that could guarantee the
rational use of human creativity and
resources.

Every moment of thought since
October 1917, however remote from
the event it might appear, has reflect-
ed the problems raised by the Rus-
sian Revolution. For millions of
working people, October had shone
as a ray of hope in their lives, while
for the ruling classes of the world it
represented a mortal threat.

However you looked at the prob-
lems of world society, whether from
a factory bench or from a university
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philosophy department, whether
you sought a radical change or were
utterly hostile to socialism, the Soviet
experiment was seen as the alterna-
tive to the existing social order.

Today when capitalist propagan-
dists claim that the issue of socialism
is now closed, what is the actual state
of affairs?

Current reality

Today, capitalism is all but uni-
versal. Capitalist laws of motion,
the logic of capitalism, have pene-
trated ever deeper into the societies
of advanced capitalism, spatially
throughout the world. Now every
human practice, every social relation-
ship, and the national environment
are subject to the requirements of
profit-maximisation. In effect, what
does this constant self-expansion of
capital, capital accumulation, mean?

Ellen Meiksins Wood, writing
in Monthly Review, encapsulated it
thus:

“At one extreme, in advanced
capitalist countries, it means the
penetration of capitalist principles
into those social institutional and
cultural spaces that even a few
decades ago they had not yet
reached.

“At the other extreme, it means
that marginalisation and increasing
impoverishment of whole regimes
outside the advanced capitalist
countries. In a sense, the class
polarisations of capitalism are
being reproduced in the North-
South divide, not to mention the
impoverishment of the so-called
underclasses within advanced
capitalist countries.

“The other side of (this) new
imperialism is a new kind

of militarism. This one does
not generally have territorial
ambitions, and generally leaves
nation-states in place. Its
objective is not hegemony over
specific colonies with identifiable
boundaries, but boundless
hegemony over the global
economy.

“So, instead of absorbing or
annexing territory, imperialist
militarism typically uses massive
displays of violence to assert the

domination of global capital ...
the United States, enforcing its
freedom to navigate the global
economy without hindrance.”

Profit through military

The global expansion of corpo-
rate interests manifests itself through
emphasis on the market economy,
through the phenomenon of (impe-
rialist) globalisation.

History shows that war in its var-
ious forms is the military means by
which capitalism acquires most mar-
kets, a permanent supply of cheap
labour and raw materials, essential
to counteract any decline in its rate
of profit.

Thus the global crisis of capi-
talism, now threatening the United
States of America at the very heart of
the system, characterised by a wave
of frantic corporate mergers, acqui-
sitions and alliances, could be offset
only through an acceleration of its
control over the global economy by
war or other means.

The last century of the millen-
nium experienced the first barbar-
ic invasion of Iraq and devastating
bombing of Yugoslavia, at the very
heart of Europe, by US imperial-
ism along with its NATO partners
— all monstrously designed to fur-
ther the global economic interests of
capitalism.

The multiplication of US sanc-
tions against a number of countries
refusing to surrender to US imperi-
alism — Cuba, Libya, North Korea
and of course Iraq and Yugoslavia
— is a reflection of a waning global
economy, a crisis of overproduction
— global glut.

In the loud lamentations of one
of the foremost world financiers,
George Soros, “The global capitalist
system, which has been responsible
for the remarkable prosperity of this
country (United States), is coming
apart at the seams””.

So what has happened?

First of all “it is certainly not
just a Japanese or Latin American
crisis, or the consequences of specific
national strategies or policy failures.
It is not a function of “"crony capital-
ism’, nor of any other specific and
defective form of capitalism.

“It is not exclusive to deficient
capitalisms, such as the parasitic
Russian form.

“It is a consequence of capitalism
pure and simple and it manifests
itself even in the most ostensibly
successful capitalism. Crisis is

a consequence of systematic
processes inherent in capitalism
as such, which are playing
themselves out in every capitalist
economy and in the relations
among them!”

Meiksins Wood

What then are the implications of
this prolonged crisis?

Historically there is not, nor ever
has there been, a mechanical link
between economic crisis and mass
political movements. The forms of
struggle, and especially their timing,
cannot be predicted in advance.

While there are no ready-made
answers in classical Marxist philos-
ophy to the specific questions that
we face today — Marx only deline-
ated certain basic principles — he also
clearly saw the potential for a human
way of living. His Communism was
not a utopian vision, but the reflec-
tion of the possibilities in human
existence and human potential.

In this world, money rules. In
every part of the capitalist world the
new technology has made its mark
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on all our lives through the same
medium — the market — in which
goods and services and individuals
are globally bought and sold.

Imperialist globalisation has
made it fashionable to take it for
granted that we just cannot live with-
out the market. But in reality, what
the introduction of the new technol-
ogy has brought about is a two-tier
labour market in which the people
in the expanding lower layers are
trapped by poor education or lack of
education, poor housing or homeless-
ness, degrading or mindless forms of
work or long-term unemployment
and hunger.

Only the higher privileged layers
of the employed enjoy the benefits of
the system.

Imperialist globalisation thus
means technological monopoly,
financial control of worldwide finan-
cial markets, monopolistic access to
the planet’s natural resources, media
and communication and monopolies
over weapons of mass destruction.

Since this situation is generat-
ing a global crisis where all capital-
ist countries are affected, the basis is
laid for nation-wide and world-wide
struggle against the system itself.

In other words to fight the global
offensive of capitalism, a new sense
of international solidarity and unity
among the working masses is an
urgent task today.

And clear indications are visible
that, though very slow, change in the
consciousness of the working class,
the toiling people and all sections of
the poor, is taking place across the
globe, realising the necessity of halt-
ing this capitalist offensive.

This struggle has to be intensified
and political consciousness raised,...
wherein the socialist alternative does
not appear a far cry but a realisable
possibility.

Where humanity survives, its
conflict with inhuman forms goes
on. Today’s obscenities, the dehu-
manised forces, cannot remain as
permanent fixtures in human civilisa-
tion. Human beings can erase them.
The Marxist conception can show the
way forward.

Acﬁ,now|edgments:
People’s Democracy &
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Erdogan’s whip hand

Finian Cunningham

This consolidation of power is raising ten-
sions with the US and European Union,
with concerns that the Turkish president’s
resort to repression will bring his Western
partners into disrepute.

The West may be vexed by Erdogan’s
truculence, but the strategic importance of
his regime for both the US-led NATO mili-
tary alliance and the EU suggest that they will
turn a blind eye to his excesses — even if those
excesses involve further violation of democrat-
ic rights.

Washington’s NATO agenda of encircling
and undermining Russia, and the EU’s desper-
ate need to halt the influx of refugees, mean
that Erdogan knows he can crackdown at will.
The West may mouth misgivings, but in the
end their priority concerns have little to do with
international law or democratic rights. And the
savvy Erdogan knows that.

There are reports that Erdogan’s private
jet was nearly blown out of the skies by F-16
fighter jets flown by coup-plotters. Such reports
lend Erdogan heroic kudos and greater license
to crackdown on opponents.

With thousands of police, army and judi-
ciary imprisoned or purged, Erdogan is even
hinting that he wants bloody retribution by
recalling the death penalty that had been abol-
ished in 2004. “They will pay a high price for
this treason,” declared Erdogan amid furious
scenes at funerals for hundreds of his support-
ers killed during the botched uprising over the
weekend.

One of the reasons why Turkey abandoned
the death penalty was to appease EU concerns
over capital punishment.

Washington and the European Union are
urging restraint by the Turkish authorities. US
President Barack Obama called on the Erdog-
an government “to act within the law”. While
French Foreign Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault
said that restoring order should not mean a
“blank cheque” for repression.

Relations between Washington and Ankara

have badly frayed after top politicians in Erdog-
an’s ruling AK party accused the US of having
arole in the weekend’s uprising. The claim was
angrily denied by US Secretary of State John
Kerry, who said it was “utterly false and harm-
ful to bilateral relations”.

Erdogan’s supporters accuse the exiled
Turkish Islamist cleric Fethullah Gulen of
fomenting the coup by military officers. Since
Gulen is based in the US, this has fuelled sus-
picions that Washington may have had a hand.
Ankara is demanding that the US extradites the
Islamic scholar.

For his part, Gulen has denied any connec-
tion to the plot and condemned it. The exiled
imam, who was formerly an ally of Erdogan,
has made the counter-accusation that the Turk-
ish president covertly staged the debacle in
order to justify his seizure of state powers.

The speculation that Erdogan’s regime was
itself involved in facilitating the coup fits in
with Erdogan’s long term project of arrogating
executive powers as president, turning what is
nominally a secular parliamentary state into an
Islamist authoritarian theocracy.

Erdogan has long had a rocky relation
with his country’s military. His brand of Sunni
Islamist politics is disdained by many within the
armed services, who see it as undermining the
secular nature of the modern Turkish state, as
set up by Kemal Ataturk in the 1920s. Whereas
Ataturk abolished the Ottoman caliphate, Erdog-
an appears determined to restore it.

Erdogan’s meddling in Syria’s conflict has
also tarnished Turkey’s international reputation
because of evidence that the Ankara govern-
ment has colluded with Islamist terror groups to
overthrow Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad.

While Western leaders have cautioned
Erdogan against a heavy crackdown in the
aftermath of the attempted putsch, they nev-
ertheless moved to roundly bolster his gov-
ernment during the upheaval at the weekend.
Washington and the European Union deplored
the coup and backed the “democratically elect-
ed” government of Erdogan.

NATO’s civilian chief Jens Stoltenberg also

issued his support for Erdogan’s administration
and described Turkey as a key ally. Turkey is
not just some lawless, obscure country where
coups might be expected to break out like
rashes. It is a key member of NATO — hous-
ing some 90 American nuclear weapons at the
Incirlik airbase — and is a prospective member
of the European Union.

NATO is supposedly charged with main-
taining global security, and its cohesiveness is
vital for Washington’s attempt to isolate Russia,
while the Nobel-prize-winning EU is hailed as
a beacon of democracy, human rights and rule
of law.

Since the Second World War, however,
Turkey has seen at least five military coups: in
1960, 1971, 1980, 1993 and 1997. The latest
uprising at the weekend is the sixth over a
70-year period. That’s almost one every decade,
a record of ignominy you would think Western
powers would shun.

For the EU, Turkey has emerged as a cru-
cial partner because of its assigned role in stem-
ming the flow of refugees to Europe. Earlier
this year, the EU and Turkey signed a landmark
deal in which Ankara would receive €6 billion
from Brussels for repatriating tens of thousands
of refugees who have fled from warring Syria to
southern Europe. The arrangement has sparked
controversy among human rights groups who
claim that it violates international asylum laws.

The EU-Turkey pact has been strenuously
pushed by European Council President Donald
Tusk and German Chancellor Angela Merkel.
The influx of refugees into the EU over the
past year — one million to Germany alone — has
unleashed a political backlash from anti-EU
parties, and has stoked bitter tensions among
member states over border controls.

Not surprisingly, Tusk and Merkel were
most vocal among international figures in call-
ing for restoration of order in Turkey. If Erdog-
an’s ruling AKP were to be overthrown the
EU has much to lose, with up to three million
Syrian refugees currently being held back from
Europe by Turkey.

As Erdogan tightens his autocratic grip
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President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

on power in the name of “national security”,
Washington, NATO and the EU’s political pri-
orities of maintaining this important ally will
mean that a blind eye is turned to his excess-
es. There may be tensions and frictions, but
ultimately the Western powers are relying on
Erdogan’s strong-arm regime.

Erdogan first came to power in 2002 as
the prime minister of the elected AKP govern-
ment. He then became president in 2014 and
has since steadily centralised the powers of
the presidency, undermining the parliament.
Erdogan’s crackdown on the Kurdish minor-
ity and draconian suppression of independent
media have alarmed human rights groups and
the European parliament. But both Washington
and Brussels don’t rock the boat too much lest
they lose Erdogan’s cooperation on their stra-
tegic priorities.

Donald Trump and

Mike Whitney

Liberals and progressives love to point
across the aisle and accuse their opponents
of racism, misogyny and xenophobia, but
that’s not what the Trump campaign is
all about. And that’s not what Brexit was
about. While it’s true that anti-immigrant
sentiment is on the rise in Europe and the
US, the hostility has less to do with race
than it does jobs and wages. In other words,
Brexit is a revolt against a free trade regime
in which all the benefits have accrued to
the uber-rich while everyone else has seen
their incomes slide, their futures dim and
their standard of living plunge. As Vincent
Bevins of the Los Angeles Times said:

“Both Brexit and Trumpism are the very,
very wrong answers to legitimate questions
that urban elites have refused to ask for thirty
years ...

“Since the 1980s the elites in rich coun-
tries have overplayed their hand, taking all the
gains for themselves and just covering their
ears when anyone else talks, and now they are
watching in horror as voters revolt.”

Fake liberals like Tony Blair and Bill
Clinton have been big proponents of free
trade and thus contributed greatly to this
groundswell revolution against condescend-
ing elites and technocrats whose ultimate goal
is to level the playing field so that workers
in the developed countries compete nose to
nose with underpaid wage slaves in China,
Vietnam and across Asia. As Blyth says in a
YouTube piece:

“Because the long run effect of the euro is
going to be to drive western European wages
down to eastern European levels.”

Wages and profits

Bingo. More and more people know
that this is the real objective of free trade,
to lower wages and crush organised labour
in order to boost profits. And this is why the
media has been unable to undermine public
support from Brexit or Trump, because the
issues impact working people and their
standard of living DIRECTLY. The majority
of voters now believe that these elite-backed
policies are destructive to their interests and
a threat to their survival. That’s why they
remain indifferent to the media’s charges of
racism.

Elites understand what’s going on. They
know the public is mad as hell and want
blood, which is why the markets have gone
crazy. Investors have driven “safe haven”
bonds into record territory which signals the
big money guys are terrified of the chang-
es that the election could bring. What does
that tell you? Check this out from Fortune
magazine:

“Wealthy US investors are hoarding
record cash balances out of fear that US
presidential election will wreak havoc on
their retirement accounts, a senior USB
Group AG executive said ... Although the
US stock market hit a new high this week,
many clients would rather sit on the sidelines
than risk the kind of losses they faced in
2008, he said ...

the Revolt of the Pre

“A UBS survey of 2,200 high net worth
investors found that 84 percent of them think
the election will have a significant impact on
their financial health.” (“Wealthy are hoard-
ing cash out of fear of what the election will
bring”, Fortune)

So moneybags investors think that
there’s going to be a day of reckoning and
that all the anti-free trade, protectionist rhet-
oric emerging from the various campaigns is
going to weigh on the markets?

It sure looks that way, and some would
say that that day has already arrived. This is
from the World Socialist Web Site:

“A report issued by the GTA on Wednes-
day said the term ‘slowdown’ created the
impression that, while it is losing momen-
tum, world trade is still growing and one
country’s exports do not come at the expense
of others. These ‘rosy impressions’ should
be set aside because its analysis revealed that
world export volume reached a plateau at the
beginning of 2015. World trade was not only
slowing down, but not growing at all ...

“The report warned that a ‘negative
feedback loop’ could develop where zero
trade growth fuelled the resort to ever-more
protectionist measures, leading to a further
decline in trade. While the report did not
draw out the implications of its warning,
they are clear. It was such a feedback loop
that developed in the 1930s, intensifying
the Great Depression and ultimately leading
to the outbreak of the Second World War in
1939.”

Global trade has already been hammered

by central bank policies that merely try to
steal export-share by weakening the curren-
cy. (The race to the bottom) But now we are
embarking on a period of strong economic
nationalism which threatens to break up the
Eurozone, intensify the call for protective
tariffs on foreign-manufactured goods, and
launch a full-blown trade war on China. And
it’s all a reaction to the way that free trade
was rigged to benefit the one percent alone.
Elites can only blame themselves.

Here’s how Glenn Greenwald summed it
up in a recent article at The Intercept:

“Brexit ... could have been a positive
development. But that would require that
elites ... react to the shock of this repudiation
by spending some time reflecting on their
own flaws, analysing what they have done to
contribute to such mass outrage and depri-
vation, in order to engage in course correc-
tion ...

“Instead of acknowledging and address-
ing the fundamental flaws within themselves,
they are devoting their energies to demon-
ising the victims of their corruption, all in
order to de-legitimise those grievances and
thus relieve themselves of responsibility
to meaningfully address them. That reac-
tion only serves to bolster, if not vindicate,
the animating perceptions that these elite
institutions are hopelessly self-interested,
toxic, and destructive and thus cannot be
reformed but rather must be destroyed. That,
in turn, only ensures that there will be many
more Brexits, and Trumps, in our collective
future.” (“Brexit is only the latest proof of
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The irony here is that the latest military
coup against Erdogan was claimed to be moti-
vated by returning Turkey to secular parlia-
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mentary rule, as opposed to Erdogan’s “sultan
complex” of imposing an Islamist theocracy.

Erdogan’s ascent to power since 2002 can
be viewed as an ongoing coup against the coun-
try’s secular constitution.

But still for all practical purposes, Wash-
ington, the EU and NATO remain oblivious to
Erdogan’s autocratic rule. Instead, these sup-
posed bastions of Western democracy and rule
of law have sought to whitewash his regime.

The real priorities of the EU and US-led
NATO - as demonstrated by their indulgence
towards Erdogan’s regime — reveal that their
supposed adherence to democratic principles is
nothing but a cynical pretence.

Information Clearing House &

the insularity and failure of western estab-
lishment institutions”, Glenn Greenwald,
The Intercept)

Western elites were shocked by Brexit,
shocked that all their fear mongering and
finger-wagging amounted to nothing. The
same is true in the US, where the media’s
daily attacks on Trump have failed to erode
his base of support at all, in fact, they may
have added to it.

Why is that? Why has the media’s repu-
diation of Trump only increased his popu-
larity and strengthened the resolve of his
supporters? Has the media lost its power to
influence or is something else going on?

The media hasn’t lost its power; it’s just
that personal experience is more powerful
than propaganda.

What personal experience are we talking
about?

Economic insecurity. Brexit was about
economic insecurity. The Trump phenom-
enon is about economic insecurity. The rise
of right-wing groups across Europe and the
US is about economic insecurity. This isn’t
about ideology, it’s about reality; the real-
ity of not knowing if you’re ever going to be
able to retire or put your kids through school
or make your house payment or scrape by
until payday. The reality of muddling by in
an economy where the prospects for survival
look worse with every passing day. That’s
the reality that made Trump possible, and
that’s what this election is about, economic
insecurity.

Counterpunch &
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Taking Issue — Rob Gowland
Europe’s
not the problem;

The successful “leave” vote in the British
plebiscite on whether to stay in the Euro-
pean Union or to leave it was presented by
its campaigners as a victory for British sov-
ereignty, the regaining of power from the
grasp of bureaucrats in Brussels. But is it?

Capitalism reaches the imperialist stage
when its profits become so great that they can
no longer be fully invested at home and must
instead by exported for investment abroad. In
Europe, this stage coincided with the discovery
of the New World and the pillaging by Euro-
pean powers of vast quantities of gold from the
newly discovered civilisations there.

Spurred on by the realisation that acqui-
sition of new lands, whether in the Americas,
Africa or the Indies, meant acquiring wealth —
gold, silver, timber, spices and more — the Euro-
pean powers vied with each other to develop
the means to seize and hold them: ships and
guns, and the armies and navies to wield them.

Spain and Portugal led the way, but they
were soon out-sailed and outgunned by their
English and Dutch rivals. The rise of a new
merchant class whose wealth was not reck-
oned in terms of how much land they owned,
unlike their aristocratic predecessors, but in
terms of how much capital they owned, pro-
voked revolutions in England and in the next
century in France. Although the aristocracy
achieved some degree of accommodation with
this new social strata, they had to recognise that
the role of “ruling class” had in fact passed to
the new-comers.

The Great Powers of Europe grew fat on
the wealth of their empires, but rivalry between
them erupted in the Franco-Prussian War and
the Russo-Japanese War and then blew up com-
pletely in the First World War, a war to redis-
tribute the world’s markets and colonies. When
that war had finished, three of the empires that
had started it had disappeared (the German,
the Austro-Hungarian and the Russian) and the
other European powers were deeply in debt to
the USA, which had invested heavily in the out-
come of the war and had to actually intervene in
the conflict to protect its investment.

The USA emerged from WW1 as the domi-
nant power in the capitalist world, but capital-
ism itself was now faced with a rival: socialism
had been victorious in the former Russian
empire. To prevent the spread of revolution,
capitalists in Hungary, Italy and Japan resorted
to fascism.

Capitalists in a number of countries plotted
to destroy the new socialist state in a new war in
1929, but were hit instead by an unprecedent-
ed economic crisis that quickly became known
as the Great Depression. The only country not
affected by it was the USSR which went ahead
building socialism.

Over the ensuing decade the European cap-
italist powers sought unsuccessfully to provoke
a war between the USSR on the one hand and
fascist Germany and Japan on the other. When
that war finally erupted, Germany chose to
fight its European capitalist rivals instead. The
Second World War had begun.

By the time it ended, Germany and Japan
had been crushed, the USA had profited great-
ly from the war (which was not fought on its
territory) and former leading European states
France and Britain had been reduced to minor-
power status. The USSR however now rivalled
the USA as a Great Power.

US capitalism had no option but to invest
heavily in rebuilding German imperialism’s
economy in order to compensate for the post-
war spate of revolutions in Eastern Europe
and Asia and the overthrow of the colonial
system globally. The creation of NATO and the

European Union were two measures intended
to consolidate US domination over a revived
Europe but at the same time to obtain the sup-
port and co-operation of European capitalism’s
main players — France, Britain and Germany
— by facilitating their economic development.

The bait, of course, was the opportunity for
the major European capitalist corporations to
make significant profits. Those same European
corporations, however, never lost sight of the
fact that their profits would be even greater and
so would their power if they were not playing
second fiddle to the US. Inter-imperialist rivalry
is never far below the surface when corpora-
tions start to throw their weight around.

As a system, capitalism does not in any way
serve the interests of working people or other
disadvantaged strata of society. It was inevita-
ble that there would be hostility on the part of
many ordinary people in Britain towards the
administration of the EU, for it is not concerned
with solving their problems but only with
enhancing the profits of the very biggest Euro-
pean corporations — and enhancing the impe-
rial ambitions of the main European powers,
namely Britain’s commercial rivals France and
Germany.

Add in such other products of capitalism as
racial prejudice, ignorance of economics, and
monopoly control of the mass media and it is
surprising the margin to leave the EU in the
British referendum was only a million or so.

The effect of the vote on British capital-
ism was cataclysmic. British imperialism’s
efforts to dominate its European “allies” (read
“rivals”) have been seriously nobbled. Britain
functioned as the USA’s voice in Europe, faith-
fully defending the “Atlantic alliance” against
any tendency of European capitalism to pursue
an independent course that might have con-
flicted with Anglo/US interests. Withdrawal
from the EU would make this role much more
difficult. Already, France and Germany have
teamed up with imperialist hopeful Italy to lead
Europe’s “negotiations” with Britain over its
withdrawal from the EU.

The leaders of the Tories and Labour both
supported staying in the EU, as of course did
big British business concerns. Petty-bourgeois
elements, however, particularly those on the
far-Right, were able to take advantage of the
media campaign over the supposed “refugee
crisis” in Europe to whip up considerable fear
and worry, compounded by the racism that the
Right-wing loves to exploit.

The refugee crisis in Europe is real, a con-
sequence of the colossal disruption caused by
the wars being waged by the US — assisted by
Britain, France and Germany, let us not forget.
However, the refugees’ attempts to seek shel-
ter in countries not ravaged by war — such as
Britain — has been a godsend to the racists and
xenophobes of the Right.

Contrary to the line promulgated by capi-
talist propaganda, the Cold War is not over. In
fact, it never ended. Washington’s strategy is
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still focussed on fomenting war with Russia and
China. The EU and NATO are both part of this
drive, mechanisms Washington believes will
negate the sovereignty of European peoples and
serve both as cover and enabler of Washing-
ton’s aggression. NATO has always been Wash-
ington’s principal military weapon in Europe
but now it is being deployed all over the world.
The EU meanwhile has provided the US with
not only diplomatic and economic support but
also military support for its war plans.

Washington’s goal is to force Europe and
the UK into conflict with Russia, but while Brit-
ish imperialism is perfectly willing, European
capitalism is not so keen to sever its trade links
with Moscow. Both France and Germany have
lucrative trade deals with Russia and proved
resistant to US pressure to sever them when
Washington wanted Europe to impose sanctions
on Russia over Ukraine.

However, the people of Britain are right to
be suspicious of the motives and activities of
the leaders of the EU. The European Union is a
capitalist grouping and its purpose and role is to
further the profit-making potentialities of Euro-
pean corporations. It is not concerned with the
welfare and well-being of the ordinary people
of its member countries.

The EU is concerned — and always has been
— with restricting trade union rights, imposing
austerity measures on the people, crushing
small businesses under monopoly agribusiness
and industry, and privatising all public enter-
prises. In other words, with advancing capital-
ism’s essential agenda. In fact, as Steve Hedley,
Deputy General Secretary of British trans-
port union RMT (the National Union of Rail,
Maritime and Transport Workers), observed:
“The 1957 European treaty outlined the abso-
lute necessity of the free movement of capital,
labour services and the pre-eminence of the free
market economy within the borders of the sig-
natory states.”

The capitalist media has given a lot of cov-
erage to the Brexit campaign championed by
reactionaries like the Tory Boris Johnson. How-
ever, there was also the Lexit campaign: the
Left Leave Campaign. As one of the Lexit con-
venors, also from the RMT trade union said:
“We want to come out of the European Union
because we want to protect workers’ rights.”

Not surprisingly, the victory of the Leave
campaign has been followed by a noisy right-
wing campaign of well orchestrated street
demonstrations demanding that the result be
reversed or simply ignored. This has been
accompanied by an equally prominent cam-
paign within the Labour Party to remove the
Party’s leader Jeremy Corbin, seen as far too
left wing for British capitalism to be comfort-
able with him.

The vote to leave the EU has given the Left
in Britain (but unfortunately also the Right) the
opportunity to change the direction of British
politics. Let us hope the Left prevails. &



8 uly27,2016

International

Plea to stop Trump

Gwen Carr

The following is an exclusive article written for the Peoples World by
Gwen Carr, the mother of Eric Garner. Garner was slain by police
two years ago on the streets of Staten Island for the crime of selling
loose cigarettes. She writes in this article about her fears if Donald
Trump is elected president of the United States.

On Friday, June 8, I invited
elected officials, community lead-
ers, and members of the public
to convene at the National Action
Network’s (NAN) House of Jus-
tice in Harlem. I called for this
gathering to develop a tangible
plan of action to address the
crisis of racialised police terror
in the United States. I called for
the meeting because I lost my son,
Eric Garner, to racist police vio-
lence two years ago. I called for
the meeting because our family,
and the families of other victims,
continue to fight with thousands of
people behind us, yet the murders
continue. We need to develop a
strategy to make this movement
stronger, to keep it going, and to
make our demands heard.

I am especially concerned about
the prospect of a man like Donald
Trump becoming the president of
this country. We need to be pushing
forward, not merely fighting to keep
things from getting worse than they
already are. We will continue strug-
gling after the elections. We will not
stop until the lives of our families and
communities are secure.

But the conditions we struggle
under will have an impact on what
we are able to accomplish and how
long it takes us to get where we need
to be. An unapologetic racist running
and ruining this nation will not help
us. It will hurt us. I am working to
make sure Hillary Clinton defeats
Donald Trump in the election so that
the people of this country can stay
united and keep this movement push-
ing us forward. We can’t go back.

Several hundred people filled the
chairs of the hall. Those in attendance
lined along the sides of the crowd to
take their turns speaking to the com-
munity about their assessment of the
situation and what must be done to
address it.

Eric Garner’s sister, Elisha,
myself, and other family members
of those slain by police addressed
the crowd. Constance Malcolm and
Frank Graham, the parents of Ramar-
ley Graham, also spoke. The widow
of Sean Bell, Nicole Paultre Bell, and

other victims’ family members, were
in attendance.

In turn, elected officials, lead-
ers in the neighbourhood, and lead-
ers of local grassroots organisations
and faith organisations who had been
invited also spoke. Minister Kirsten
Foy, President of the Brooklyn Chap-
ter of NAN, invited leaders from spe-
cific organisations to the stage. They
were brought up to give their prepared
solutions in dealing with the crises.
These leaders included Carmen Perez
from the Justice League NYC and the
Harry Belafonte-founded Gathering
for Justice, Yul-san Liem of the Jus-
tice Committee and Communities
United for Police Reform, New York
State Assembly member Michael
Blake, and Estevan Nembhard of the
New York chapter of the Communist
Party of the USA. Representatives
were also present from organisations
and movements like Raise the Wage,
Cop Watch NYC, People’s Justice
for Community Control and Police
Accountability, National Urban
League, the NAN-affiliated Young
Professionals, New York Civil Lib-
erties Union, the Working Families
Party, and others.

One of the first people to speak
from the general assembly was
Frank Graham, whose son was shot
down by police in his own home. Mr
Graham highlighted the fundamental
need to develop a strategy for resist-
ance that goes beyond marches and
rallies. “It’s sad that we keep doing
this over and over and over and over.
Marching is good. Demonstration
is good. But, for some reason, they
don’t get it. We have to come up with
new ideas. We have to stay focused.
We can’t get mad for a week, a
month, two months, or three months,
and then we go back to just going to
work and coming home. Those days
are numbered. People are losing their
lives. We’re talking about innocent
people who are going about their
business, or trying to make a living.
In some cases, they are being killed
in their own home, like my son. We
have to continue with more sanctions
that hurt.”

I also told the audience, “The
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Thousands march through Staten Island to protest Eric Garner’s death.

other morning when my husband
started telling me about this man in
Baton Rouge and I started getting
phone calls, it reminded me of Eric.
This is the same thing, only they shot
him. They never stop. The man in
Minnesota, they killed him. In New
York, in Brooklyn, I was at a protest,
but they keep on killing us. What are
we going to do?

“We can’t get mad for only a
minute. We heard about my son’s
death; we got mad. We heard about
Trayvon Martin; we got mad. We
heard about Michael Brown; we got
mad. Now we’re hearing about these
three men who died within a range
of three days; now we’re mad. But
what’s going to happen after two or
three days and the news comes and
goes away? What’s going to happen
when the cameras go away? As Rev-
erend Sharpton said, ‘Are we in a
moment, or are we in a movement?’
We can’t stop because the people go
away. The people are going to go
away, but you have to keep aware
on your own. No one else is going
to do it with you. So that’s why I say,
‘I’m in for the long haul.” This is my
life, and I live this every day from
now on, whatever it takes. Marching
and rallying doesn’t always get it. We
have got to take action. That’s why
we have to band together.”

Actionable solutions presented to
the public were varied and touched
on a number of different areas within
US and New York social, political,
and economic life. The need for con-
sistency and strategy to sustain the
movement was a major theme in the
discussions. Connections were made
between various peoples’ struggles,
and the need for unity was also a
thread running throughout all of the
conversations that were had. Unity
with the labour movement is an
important note that was put forward.
Calls for multi-racial, multi-gender,
multi-generational, multi-issue, and
international unity were also made.

Discussions were had about the
electoral struggle and the balance
of power in the halls of city, state,
and national government. The impor-
tance of mobilising the vote locally
and nationally to defeat right-wing
politicians that are actively blocking
progressive reforms was stressed.
Concerns to build collective econom-
ic power within our communities was
stated repeatedly. The large role of
education and culture in the move-
ment were acknowledged as well.

Campaigns and specific reforms
were presented that are current-
ly being fought for to make police
accountable to the communities they
serve and to address the economic
and social crises that exist in com-
munities of colour. The Right to
Know Act, The Police Statistics and
Transparency Act (STAT) to present
data to the public on police activity,
the #Fightforl5 to eliminate poverty
wages, the Raise the Age campaign
to increase the age of criminal
responsibility, the struggle to end gun
violence, and the #March2Justice to
end racial profiling, militarisation of
the police, and the criminalisation of
young people were all mentioned.

Proposals for new demands were
put forward as well, such as forcing
newspapers to print out complete
policing data each month, impos-
ing sanctions on precincts with hor-
rendous records, or getting athletes
and artists to withhold performanc-
es from the media to support specif-
ic campaigns. Specific tactics were
discussed, including the gathering
of petitions, boycotts, and the target-
ing of banks and corporations doing
business with the Patrolmen’s Benev-
olent Association, the police union in
New York City.

Victories won were celebrated.
The #Fightfor15 has been winning
partial victories in battles across the
nation. Estevan of the CPUSA spoke
to the audience of specific ways
in which the #BlackLivesMatter
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movement was in a strategic posi-
tion to secure these victories and
push them to completion. In the fight
to hold law enforcement account-
able to the public, Constance Mal-
colm, myself, and other mothers of
those killed by police had fought for
an executive order for a special pros-
ecutor of police in New York State.
Just as the push for a $15 minimum
wage was initially mocked, this bold
demand was dismissed at first as
being impossible. However, one year
ago from the time of this gathering,
Governor Andrew Cuomo signed the
order. The need to pass a bill to estab-
lish this reform as a law was point-
ed out as a next stage of struggle to
secure this victory as well.

Specific actions going on in the
community were promoted such as
The Unity March I helped organ-
ise for Saturday, July 16. Every
person in the audience was encour-
aged to be continually and actively
engaged with the work being done.
The unique roles that each person can
play, and the critical value of every
type of work that can be brought into
the struggle was emphasised.

The #BlackLivesMatter move-
ment is a central struggle of our time.
It is our modern day Civil Rights
Movement. It also has the capabil-
ity of giving new urgency to the
labour movement and propelling it
into a radically advanced and newly
progressive direction. The families
of the slain, and the working fami-
lies whose lives are daily at risk as a
result of racial oppression and police
terror, have a very special role to play
in the fight.

A piece will soon follow to focus
on the calls for unity that were made.
More to come will elaborate upon
the additional issues that were also
discussed.

Stay tuned, and stay focused. We
are moving forward.

People’s World &
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Two tragic anniversaries

Emile Schepers

This month the world commemo-
rates two tragic anniversaries.

July 18, 1936, marked the begin-
ning of the fascist-military uprising
that led to the Spanish Civil War and
38 years of brutal reactionary rule in
Spain.

The event has transcendent rel-
evance for our country and our times.

In 1931, the King of Spain,
Alfonso XIII, went into exile and
the Spanish Republic was declared.
There followed five wild years of
jockeying for power between left and
right, until in February 1936, national
parliamentary elections were won by
the Popular Front, a coalition of 15
left-wing and centrist parties which
included socialists, communists, Cat-
alan, Valencian and Galician nation-
alists, and non-socialist democrats.

The Popular Front government,
headed briefly by Prime Minis-
ter Manuel Azafia of the moderate
Republican Left Party, who was
quickly succeeded by Santiago
Céceres Quiroga, another moderate,
began to undertake some cautious
reforms of landholding, labour law,
the education system and the mili-
tary. But this was too much for the
Spanish ruling class and the politi-
cal right. The land-owning aristoc-
racy, the Roman Catholic Church,
big business and the military offic-
ers’ corps all felt threatened by these
moderate steps toward a Spain of
greater social justice. Right-wing
nationalists were horrified by the
government’s granting of autonomy
to the Catalans and Basques.

The most powerful political party
of the right, the Spanish Confeder-
ation of Autonomous Right-Wing
Groups (CEDA) and its allies did
not have the votes to defeat the Pop-
ular Front’s measures in the Cortes,
the Spanish parliament, so began a
campaign of destabilisation while
also reaching out to the small fascist
organisation, the Falange Espafiola y
de las Juntas de Ofensiva Nacional-
Sindicalistas (the Spanish Falange
of National Syndicalist Offensive
Committees), which acted in an

extra-parliamentary, hell-raising
capacity to promote chaos. Mean-
while, poor peasants and sections of
the working class, unsatisfied with
the slow speed of the government’s
reforms, also opted for sometimes
violent direct action, often under
anarchist leadership.

The CEDA leader, José Maria
Gil-Robles y Quifiones, hid his rela-
tionships to the out-and-out fascists
while working with feverish energy
to pull all the threads of the right
together and to undermine the elected
Popular Front government in every
way. The fuse was laid. What was
needed was a spark.

That came on July 13, 1936,
when José Calvo Sotelo, the leader
of the strongest right-wing monar-
chist movement in the Spanish par-
liament, the Renovacion Espafiola,
which worked for the return of King
Alfonso, was killed by a pro-govern-
ment police officer who was angry
because the fascists had killed a col-
league of his.

All the forces of the right now
united to support a military uprising,
led at the outset by the four gener-
als José Sanjurjo, Gonzalo Queipo de
Llano, Francisco Franco and Emilio
Mola. Units of the Spanish colonial
army in North Africa were induced to
mutiny, killed all military and civil-
ian officials who tried to stop them,
and quickly managed to cross over
into Spain and join up with rebel-
lious officers there, as well as mili-
tias organised by the Falangists and
other right-wing groups. Sanjurjo and
Mola died in aeroplane accidents,
and Francisco Franco became the
military leader of the revolt — a role
which Sanjurjo had originally envi-
sioned for himself.

There ensued an extreme-
ly bloody war, which lasted until
April of 1939. As the fascists moved
through towns and villages they
rounded up anyone suspected of
being a communist, socialist, anar-
chist, freemason, Jew, labour union
activist or official of the Popu-
lar Front government, and a lot of
other people besides, and murdered
them, sometimes in the most sadistic

fashion they could think of. Paul
Preston documents all this in hor-
rifying detail in his 2012 book The
Spanish Holocaust: Inquisition and
Extermination in 20th Century Spain.
The mass executions continued after
the end of the war. Several hundred
thousand were eventually killed.
In this endeavour Franco and the
Falangist-fascists received massive
aid from Hitler and Mussolini. The
Spanish Republic received aid only
from the Soviet Union and to a lesser
extent from Mexico. Many leaders in
the so-called “democracies” gave de
facto support to the Franco regime.

Franco stayed in power until his
death in November 1976. During his
reign labour unions, intellectuals, the
press and the supporters of the rights
of minorities, particularly Catalans
and Basques, were suppressed. This
did not stop the leaders of the NATO
powers from allying with Fascist
Spain, for Franco was, after all, an
“anti-communist.”

When Franco died, there was a
partial democratisation process, but
the old fascist spirit survived, and
survives, in sectors of Spanish soci-
ety. The People’s Party (Partido Pop-
ular) of the current right-wing prime
minister, Mariano Rajoy, has links
to the Franco days, and has actively
worked to stop any kind of account-
ing for the murders the dictatorship
committed, even by opposing the dis-
interment of mass graves of the vic-
tims of fascism.

Founders of the People’s Party’s
predecessor, the People’s Alliance
(Alianza Popular), included minis-
ters and other leading figures from
the later period of Franco’s rule. Iron-
ically, the Catholic Church eventu-
ally apologised for its role during the
Civil War and the dictatorship. But
the political right, doing the work
of transnational corporations and
the Spanish ruling class, still seeks
to impose draconian austerity on the
working class.

Spain has not yet recovered
from the Spanish Civil War and the
38 years of the Franco dictatorship.
No punishment has ever been meted
out to surviving figures of the Franco

Francisco Franco in 1975.

Spain has not yet recovered
from the Spanish Civil War
and the 38 years of the
Franco dictatorship.

regime, and it has been a struggle
even to get the bodies of Franco’s
victims disinterred from the mass
graves all over the country in which
they lie.

We in the United States should
learn from the Spanish Civil War and
the Franco dictatorship. Once the
extreme right builds itself up to a suf-
ficient level of strength to gain power
and impose a repressive and anti-
democratic regime, it may take many

decades to oust it from power, and
nobody knows how long it will take
to reverse the damage it has done to
the social fabric. Hitler was defeated
after the Soviet army captured Berlin
in 1945, and he committed suicide.
Mussolini was ousted only when it
became clear that Italy would suffer a
disastrous rout in World War II.
The lesson is: “Never again.”

People’s World &

Turkey

Between two fascisms

Jooneed Khan

In Turkey, where the attempted coup failed
and arms went silent after 24 hours of
clashes and killings, civilian fascism has
won over military fascism — even as both
competed to project each camp as “the
better protector of Democracy”!

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, elected
in 2014 and whose AKP party swept back
to power with 52 percent of the votes last
November, repeated through the crisis that he
and his government represented democratic
legitimacy and blamed the putschist “treason”
on “a handful of military people” close to his
Islamist rival Fethullah Giilen, living in self-
exile in the US.

In a country where the military sees itself
as the guardian of Kemalist legitimacy and
has often seized power by coups d’Etat in
the past, the putsch leaders this time accused
Erdogan and his team of violating the consti-
tution, perverting democracy, expanding and
deepening corruption, putting “internal and
regional peace” at risk, and rushing towards
authoritarianism.

Death penalty

Back in power in Ankara from his base
in Istanbul, where he was mayor once and

where he stayed throughout the crisis, Erdog-
an quickly told the coup participants, 2,800 of
whom were behind bars, that he would “make
them pay dearly for their treason” — a threat
he has effectively implemented against criti-
cal journalists, political rivals and dissent-
ers, and the Kurdish minority fighting for its
human and national rights.

He called for the extradition of Giilen
from the US and of eight coup participants
from Greece, where they landed in a mili-
tary helicopter. He made of the Giilen issue a
test of US friendship — with the US keeping a
nuclear arsenal at Turkey’s Incirlik Air Base.
Turkey’s borders were closed to prevent fur-
ther escapes. And he pledged to restore the
death penalty — abolished in 2002 to prepare
Turkey’s entry into the EU. And deep purges
are under way in all sectors of public life,
army included.

He called the coup attempt “a gift from
Heaven” — a statement which led many to
opine Erdogan had staged the coup himself
for his own political ends. Giilen quickly told
the UK Guardian at his Pennsylvania retreat
he too suspected Erdogan to have staged
the coup. He said he was opposed to coups,
having suffered personally at the hands of the
military. “Turkey cannot go back on Democ-
racy,” he added grandly.

Abandonment and betrayals

Interesting parallel: after Russia inter-
vened decisively to back up the Assad regime
against Daesh/ISIS in Syria, Erdogan accused
the US of leaving Turkey in the lurch — one
reason perhaps for his rapprochement with
Putin. Similarly, Daesh/ISIS turned against
Turkey and other NATO countries, including
France, for their betrayal of the cause of the
“Levant Caliphate” after Russia stepped in.

The official toll of the coup attempt soon
rose to 265 killed and 1.400 wounded. Res-
cued by the courageous mobilisation of his
supporters, predominantly young males, in the
streets of Istanbul and Ankara, Erdogan is set
to re-launch his agendas of president-dictator-
sultan on the Saudi model and of neo-Otto-
man expansionism in Central Asia and the
Arab countries. He is only 35-40 MPs short of
the majority needed to pass his supreme-pres-
idency constitutional reform — but his triumph
over the true-false coup gives him a free hand
to push for one-man rule, with a cowed and
tamed military in tow.

Neo-con warmongers who run the US/
EU/NATO Empire’s military combine, and
who are charting a warpath against Russia for
the post-Obama administration, would have
applauded to see the back of Erdogan after he

reconciled with Putin and began looking East

towards Eurasia. But the coup attempt was

too amateurish and improvised to have been

a NATO Hawk operation, according to many

observers. This does not preclude that NATO

political Doves may have colluded in Erdog-
’s “coup” mise-en-scene ...

an’s
Eclipse of the Left

In all of this brown and grey theatre, the
Turkish Left is conspicuously absent. The
Left these days is in alliance with the Kurds
in the People’s Democracy Party (HDP). But
from the June to the November 2015 parlia-
mentary elections, the HDP lost more than
half of its MPs (dropping from 80 to 30),
while the AKP regained its absolute majority
with 325 of the 550 seats in Parliament.

This bad drama of desperation has
eclipsed, momentarily one hopes, the Turkey
of writers like Nazim Hikmet, Yasar Kemal,
Sabahattin Ali, Elif Shafak, of film-makers
like Yilmaz Giiney, Semih Kaplanoglu, Nuri
Bilgi Ceyhan, Orhan Eskikoy, or even of
political leaders like Bulent Ecevit. Turkey
is polarised not just between civilians and
the military, but also between secularists and
Islamists. The 99% versus the 1% polarisation
seems late in coming.
globalresearch.ca &
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From Chilcot
to the China Sea

Nearly all the points mentioned
in the Chilcot Report [into the
Iraq war]| apply to Australia and
in equal measure to the UK. Like
the UK, Australia chose to join the
invasion of Iraq without proper
authority and before all peaceful
options for disarmament had been
exhausted. In doing this Australia,
too, undermined the authority of
the UN Security Council.

Clearly, Australia, like the UK,
was persuaded to take the course of
military action by our ally, the United
States.

The US is a nation that has
resorted to violence too quickly far
too often. It has also shown a pro-
pensity for drawing others into its
preferred, violent way of resolv-
ing difficult, international situa-
tions. For its part, Australia displays

a pattern of following the US’s lead
without asking any of the necessary
questions.

Within days we could see ten-
sions in the South China Sea rise
dramatically, when the International
Tribunal in the Hague hands down its
findings. Will Australia once again
meekly follow the US’s lead by join-
ing highly provocative “freedom of
navigation” operations?

Or will the Chilcot Report wake
the nation up to the need for Austral-
ia to assert some true independence;
set a little distance between itself
and the US (and thereby regain some
self-esteem)?

Nick Deane
Marrickville Peace Group

Double standards

It was very interesting to read
Foreign Minister Julie Bishop’s
words in reaction to the interna-
tional tribunal, at the Permanent
Court of Arbitration decision (The
Australian, July 14) rejecting the
validity of China’s 9-dash line sov-
ereignty over islands and waters
in the South China Sea region. She
said in part, “To ignore it would
be a serious international trans-
gression. There would be strong
reputational costs.”

While it is good to see Australia
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take such a strong stance in support
of the respect of international law, it
is a great pity Australia remains so
quiet or ignores international law in
other similar situations. There are of
course far too many instances where
some countries have been allowed
to negate international law and the
world community has not enforced
compliance. Seems to be a double
standard that some countries are
expected to abide by rulings of inter-
national law while other countries
that snub these decisions are let off.

In the case of Cyprus, Turkey has
flouted international law, breached
the UN Charter, various UN Resolu-
tions and violated multiple interna-
tional human rights laws, in relation
to its continued illegal occupation of
northern Cyprus since the July 1974
invasion.

Specifically, the Turkish army’s
human rights abuses at the time of
conflict, the expulsion of 200,000
Cypriot civilians from their homes,
Turkey’s repeated refusal to allow the
return of refugees to the north and
the looting of the property of Cypriot
refugees. It would be more principled
and consistent if Australia did more
to strongly urge Turkey to withdraw
its troops and respect and abide by
international law in relation to the
lingering injustice in Cyprus.

After more than 40 years of bla-
tant inaction the world needs to act to

resolve this issue and assist the Cyp-

riot people to regain their island’s
rightful freedom and unity.

Steven Katsineris

Vie

Brexit deceit

Your review of Brexit (June 29)
was refreshingly one of the best
summaries available in the past
week. The referendum was based
on deceit, to draw attention away
from the short-comings of the Tory
policies on the living standards
of the British people, and most
notably in industrial urbanised
areas. It is not surprising that
the far right wing jumped at the
chance to promote xenophobia
and dismantling agreements on
civil rights and basic working
conditions.

What is disappointing is that half
the left, including some who purport
to be communists, joined in the criti-
cisms of the EU, pointing out deterio-
rating living standards in Britain and
drawing a link to their (valid) criti-
cisms of the EU as a huge block of
financial capitalist interests. But that
was the extent of their thinking. The
implication was that leaving the EU
was a better option for British work-
ers, as if the EU were the primary
reason for British Tory politics and a
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lack-lustre Labour Party in defending
the working class.

In Britain much of the left wing
failed the working class and let them
be misguided by the extreme right
wing. Some of those lefties, John
Pilger, for example, are now trying to
defend their own complicity by sug-
gesting that any criticism of the leave
supporters is a further attack on the
workers by the establishment. They
failed because did not offer a serious
rebuke to the leave campaign, only a
slightly different rationale.

They did not think of the conse-
quences, but bought, hook, lie and
sinker the conservative perspective
that somehow, unexplained, Britain
would be better off outside the EU.
Scotland, more hardened to politi-
cal deceit through experience, were
not so easily swayed. The right wing
of the Labour Party are now using
this to further undermine Corbyn and
return the party to a more conserva-
tive agenda in support of capital.

Perhaps the only bright side
to this crisis is that it has activated
thousands of ordinary people, who
lack confidence in the political lead-
ership of the right and much of the
left, and want to be more involved in
shaping their future. And the Union
movement are learning a hard lesson
in who their real friends are.

Robin Stevens
Perth
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No to NATO

s of NATO Ministers «

an Affairs
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The following is an interview from the
Communist Party, Turkey’s (KP) weekly
newspaper Boyun Egme, with Iraklis
Tsavdaridis, Executive Secretary of the
World Peace Council (WPC) on the upcom-
ing NATO summit.

Boyun Egme: The NATO summit (July
8-9) in Warsaw is a matter of concern for the
WPC, more than ever. What are your thoughts
in this regard and do you think this summit is
adding new threats to peace and to the peoples
of the world?

Iraklis Tsavdaridis: The WPC is his-
torically the only international peace struc-
ture which is opposing NATO strongly and
on principle. NATO was and still is the armed
tool of imperialism. It was never founded for
defence and it has always been offensive, sup-
porting fundamentalist regimes, plotting coups
and serving the interests of the monopolies
and the multinational corporations. NATO was
created much before the “Warsaw Pact” and,
when the latter was dissolved, NATO expand-
ed further eastwards as is well known.

At the same time NATO has a strategic
partnership and cooperation with the European
Union, especially after the Lisbon Treaty of
the EU and the Lisbon NATO summit of 2010.
The officials of NATO are actually not hiding
their goals and plans. In the summit in Warsaw
in July many prior actions were ratified and
the deployment of 30.000 troops along the line
from the Baltic Sea to Bulgaria formalised.

The unveiling of the logo for the 2016 NATO Warsaw Summit in December 2015.

Their goal is to face the Russian Federa-
tion and, by installing a missile defence shield
in Eastern Europe, NATO wants to avoid a
possible military response from the Russian
side while it secures a first strike option. The
EU, from its side, is establishing a Euro-
army and, with its “battle groups”, it is ready
to coordinate military missions with NATO,
along with actions inside their own member
states against possible future massive protests
or uprisings of the peoples.

BE: The WPC has been fully vindicated
in its estimation after 1999 that the imperial-
ist intervention and bombing of Yugoslavia by
NATO, with the creation of the Kosovo pro-
tectorate then, was amongst other things a gen-
eral trial, as well as the beginning of a plan that
they later followed in Afghanistan, Iraq, North
Africa and particularly in Libya, which unfold-
ed during the so-called Arab Spring, utilising
the accumulated rage towards the reactionary
regimes that cooperated with the USA and EU.

IT: In 2014 the United States and the Euro-
pean Union generated the violent overthrow of
Ukraine’s government — partly by organising,
arming and equipping neo-Nazi storm troopers
—and replaced it with an EU/US client regime,
used to politically and economically domi-
nate Ukraine and its strategy against the Rus-
sian Federation. NATO is planning to affiliate
Sweden, Finland, Serbia and former Yugoslav
Macedonia, as well as Cyprus into the “part-
nership for peace”. All of the above, and the

recent decisions of NATO, upon invitation of
Germany, Greece and Turkey to patrol in the
Aegean Sea, is just aggravating and escalating
the tensions and bringing us closer to a gener-
alised war of world dimensions.

BE: What were the plans of the WPC for
protesting the upcoming NATO summit?

IT: The WPC had organised earlier pro-
tests and conferences in Istanbul, Strasbourg,
Lisbon. Chicago and Wales; we will do so
also in Warsaw this July. We will hold an
anti-NATO conference with the attendance of
friends from NATO member states and from
abroad with the support of the fraternal Inter-
national Anti-imperialist Democratic Organi-
sations on July 8.

We want to highlight with our campaign
and under the slogan “Yes to peace-No to
NATO” that NATO is the enemy of peace
and of the peoples. We know and strongly
believe that the main actions of the WPC and
its member organisations will be carried out
on the same dates in the respective countries.
Already such plans are unfolding, with politi-
cal events and discussions, with protests in
front of embassies and NATO offices and with
massive events in several countries. Our pres-
ence in Warsaw constitutes not only a protest
and the vehement condemnation of the crimi-
nal and imperialist plans of NATO but also
our solidarity with the peace loving forces in
Poland, who struggle in extremely difficult
conditions.

BE: How do you think those aggressive
plans of NATO against the peoples and the
working class can be obstructed?

IT: The Global Peace Movement and the
WPC in particular have been struggling all
year against the plans of the USA, NATO
and the EU, in the Middle East, where for the
last years the imperialist plan for a “Greater
Middle East” is unfolding; against plans in
Eastern Europe where the imperialists are
deploying huge number of troops; and plans in
the Asia and Pacific where the USA are shift-
ing 60 percent of their military power.

Likewise we fight against the increasing
aggressiveness of imperialism also in Latin
America, where the USA has relaunched their
4th Naval fleet, or in Africa where the military
interventions are intensifying with the pretext
of combating terrorism. The important point
in this struggle of the peace movement is to
underline and understand that the same forces
which prepare and carry out wars and aggres-
sions are behind the attacks on peoples’ and
labour rights in many countries.

The monopolies and big capital are grow-
ing their profits even during the econom-
ic crisis of the system, seeking new energy
resources, markets and spheres of influence.
Only the united, coordinated and deter-
mined struggle of the peoples can put a halt,
to weaken and finally overthrow imperialist
domination. &
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James Miller

The refugee crisis still unfolding in the
Mediterranean, with its horrifying cost in
human lives, is only the latest chapter of a
long and brutal saga of mass movements
of people.

A new book, Human Cargo by Matthew
Crampton, gives a sobering historical context
with its subtitle Stories and Songs of Emigra-
tion, Slavery and Transportation setting out the
author’s stall.

In an age when David Cameron can throw
around racist jibes about “a bunch of migrants,”
the stress here is on the “human” part of the
title — telling the stories of displaced people
from the Highland clearances to the transat-
lantic slave trade, the pressganged, transpor-
tees and those forced from their native lands
by poverty and war.

Crampton, an author and historian, is also
an accomplished folk singer and this book is a
companion piece to a stage show combining
first and second-hand accounts with songs of
the times.

As he writes in his introduction, the few
first-hand accounts from past centuries are all
from men who survived the horrors and led suc-
cessful lives.

Folk songs are a way we can “listen
opaquely” to the others, a voice for the voice-
less thousands who starved or drowned or died
of disease or beatings as human cargo.

The voices here range from shanties to
broadsheet ballads to a popular Italian song
about the dangers awaiting those who took pas-
sage to the US.

Among the dozens of song lyrics, Cramp-
ton has dug up some little-heard gems that
throw light on his subject from all sorts of

unusual angles. To name just two, “The Flying
Cloud” is the confessional ballad of a slaver on
the gallows, while “Dean Cadalan Samhach” is
a Gaelic lullaby sung by exiles in the Carolinas.

Crampton draws a straight line from the
abuses of the 18th and 19th century to those
of today.

We learn first-hand, from the freed African
slave Olaudah Equiano, of the crowded, lethal-
ly filthy conditions of the slave ships.

Slave or free, conditions weren’t so differ-
ent for the poor Scots, Irish and others who paid
for passage to the New World.

They were lied to by shipping agents such
as the notorious William Tapscott, crammed
into pens unfit to house pigs, and forced into
near-slavery in the Americas.

We move straight from Tapscott to the
present-day human smugglers charging refu-
gees thousands of pounds for passage across
the Med, stacked like cargo in tiny rust-bucket
vessels, covered in vomit and excrement and in
constant peril of drowning.

If the songs have changed then the motives
behind all this human movement remain con-
stant — war, land clearances, sex slavery, exploi-
tation and profit.

The author has a keen eye for the telling
insight and one incident speaks volumes. In
1781, the Zong, an incompetently run British
slave ship, missed its destination in Jamaica
and began running out of water.

To save the crew and some of its cargo, its
captain decided to throw dozens of the slaves
overboard, alive, into shark-infested waters.
As soon as the slaughter was done, heavy rain
began — filling the water barrels and rendering
the massacre pointless.

The ship’s owners, instead of facing trial
for murder, sued the insurers for compensation.
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Artist's inferpretation of the slave ship Zong.

As you can imagine, this is often a dark and
harrowing read.

But it’s a vital one to help understand the
timeless reasons people have been driven from
their homes — and others have been driven to
profit from them.

Human Cargo

by Matthew Crampton

is published by Muddler Books.
Morning Star &

Jassim = the need o remember

Judith Morrison

In 1998, a young boy, Jassim was
dying from leukaemia, in a hos-
pital in Basra, Iraq. As a result
of the first Gulf War in 1991, in
which missiles and bullets were
coated in depleted uranium. This
has been linked to the increase in
childhood cancers in Iragq.

I first read about Jassim in the
New Internationalist, November
1998. There is a photo of Jassim, a
most beautiful young boy, his head
resting on a pillow. His expression
of extraordinary composure, satu-
rated me with sadness and anger.
Jassim was a poet. He wanted to be
a poet when he grew up. He died in
late 1998, because the chemother-
apy he required came too late. This
was due to sanctions imposed on

Iraq by the United Nations Security
Council. These sanctions stayed in
place until approximately 2003.

Today, if Jassim had lived, he
would be 31-years-old. I have two
children aged 33 and 35 years. [
cannot but compare the circum-
stances that life’s opportunities have
presented to them; beginning with
where they were born, Australia!
Jassim was selling cigarettes on the
streets of Basra before he became
ill.

Jassim is never far from my
thoughts, and for many reasons. I
continued to be saturated with great
sadness and anger, but, alas greatly
heightened. I cannot but think of all
the children in the world, for whom
life’s circumstances, such as prema-
ture death, suffering, persecution,
poverty, war, sexual abuse, seeking

asylum is their daily struggle — all
caused by the adult world!

Jassim keeps returning to me,
at unexpected times, and in differ-
ent ways. Sometimes it is a moment
of stillness, silence or reflection.
Sometimes, a moment of grief that
belongs to another child. I framed
his story. I read his poem often
(published in the New Internation-
alist); it brings sobriety and a deep
emptiness.

On occasion, I try and imag-
ine, what life would have offered
him. What choices he would have
made, or been available to him. His
unwritten poetry. He was cheated
of his journey from boyhood into
manhood.

David Whyte, poet and philoso-
pher in his poem, “The Lightest
Touch”, said, “Good poetry begins/

with the lightest touch/with a breeze
arriving from nowhere ...” Given
what has happened to Iraq in the
years since Jassim’s death: sectarian
violence, the 2003 invasion of Iraq
by the “Coalition of the Willing”,
the rise of ISIS — not “the lightest
touch”, nor “a breeze arriving from
nowhere”.

How would his poetry, his lan-
guage, have come from his soul?
Yet, it is often poetry that can reso-
nate with insight, truth and hope.
Jassim was denied from follow-
ing in the literary tradition of his
people. For whom does his memory
give reason to hold?

I am full of shame, knowing our
borders would be closed to him, if
he were seeking asylum in Australia
today.

New Infernationalist &

A poem by Jassim
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A Dark Age come

Dmitry Samoylov

The world has fallen behind itself.

It turns out the processes of seculari-
sation and technological progress have
raced ahead of civilization’s collective
consciousness. People were summoned
to explore the heavens, they were prom-
ised universal prosperity, a world with-
out borders, gender equality, and a third
gender, and a fourth, and a fifth, and
watermelons that taste like raccoons,
and raccoons with the hair of mermaids.
But people wanted a hug, warm tea,
summers in the country, and to spend
time with their relatives.

The idea of globalisation has turned
out to have been privatised by big capi-
tal, which needs a market of 300 million
consumers, 500 million, a billion ...

But the people just want somebody
to buy their rutabagas, and that’s it.

“But thanks to globalisation, every-
one gets to develop — the little home-
steads, the individual entrepreneurs, the
hired hands ...”

Sure, yeah. Sounds good. Pardon me
while I hit the snooze button one more
time.

“But we must open our borders to all
those who are suffering and wandering
forlornly. As a nation, we were formed
of those who came here from all sorts
of different parts of the world ... .” How
very true! Hey, look, there is this dude
with funny hair saying that we can build
a wall and live behind it! Wouldn’t that
be nice? It would be safe and secure,
living behind a wall, warm and comfy.

That’s why The Game of Thrones
is such a popular success. There, the
world changes rapidly within a constant
set of constraints established once and
for all. In that world there is no militant
atheism. That world was created once,

Meanwhile, our contemporary world
changes in dastardly ways as far as the
people are concerned. Investments lose
value, pensions are cancelled ... Let’s
just hope that there isn’t a war; that goes
without saying.

And every day television tells us
whom we should love. One day it’s
Israel, the next day it’s Britain, or Hil-
lary Clinton. But people just want to
love themselves, and those around them.

A Dark Age cometh.

The stress of all this is simply
unbearable. The world, which consists
of people, can’t cope with this post-
modernism, and so it is quietly crawl-
ing back into its conservative lair. The
idea of building a wall is clear to all. Yes,
it’s a populist daydream. But it is easy
to understand, and expressed in human
language. Global competitiveness and
market share, on the other hand, is the
sound a woodpecker doing it with a dead
tree.

You can’t fool people, at least not
over the long term. People sense where
there is true humanity, and where it’s just
dogs barking at the moon.

Right now humanity is like a cement
aeroplane that’s been fitted with the most
powerful engines in the world. It was
washed and waxed, fuelled it up, throt-
tled up — and the engines sheared off and
flew away in different directions. And
the airplane rolled down the airstrip for
a bit, stopped and went to sleep.

It is dreaming of the open sky, and a
bird’s eye view of the Earth, and a world
without borders, and the eternal brother-
hood of all peoples, and a common cur-
rency, and various other things that are
pleasant only in your asleep.

ClubOrlov &
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and then everything happens within its The Game of Thrones — there, the world changes rapidly within a constant set of constraints established once

borders.
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MH-17: Russia convicted by propaganda

Paul Craig Roberts

Today is the second anniversary of
the downing of Malaysia Airlines
Flight 17, and we still do not know
the explanation.

Washington and its European
vassal politicians and media instant-
ly politicised the event: The Rus-
sians did it. End of story. After 15
months of heavy anti-Russian prop-
aganda had imprinted the message
on peoples’ minds, the Dutch Safety
Board issued its inconclusive report.

By then, it was irrelevant what
the report said. Everyone already
knew that “the Russians did it.”

I remember when pre-trial
media accusations resulted in dis-
missed cases. Anyone declared
guilty prior to presentation of evi-
dence and conviction was con-
sidered to have been convicted in
advance and unable to receive a fair
trial. Such cases were dismissed by
judges.

Washington’s story never made
any sense. Neither Russia nor the
separatists in the Donetsk region
had any reason to shoot down a
Malaysian airliner. In contrast
Washington had enormous incen-
tives as Washington’s propaganda
machine could place the blame
on Russia and use the incident to
compel European governments
to accept Washington’s sanctions
placed on Russia.

It worked for Washington.
Washington successfully used the
incident to wreck Europe’s political
and economic relationships with
Russia.

Four months into the anti-
Russian propaganda campaign, a
website called Bellingcat, claim-
ing to be an open source site for
citizen journalists, but which could
be a MI-5, MI-6, or CIA front,
issued a report that the Buk mis-
sile was fired by a Russian unit,
the 53rd Buk Brigade, based in the

Russian city of Kursk. This allega-
tion exposed the propaganda for
what it is.

Whereas it is possible that sep-
aratists unfamiliar with the Buk
weapon system could accidentally
shoot down a civilian airliner, it is
not possible for a Russian military
unit to make such a mistake.

Moreover, it is unclear why
separatists or the Ukrainian gov-
ernment would have any reason to
use Buk missiles in their conflict.
The separatists have no air force.
The Ukrainians attack the separa-
tists at ground level with ground
attack aircraft and helicopters, not
with high altitude bombing. The
Buk missile is a high altitude mis-
sile. The only way the separatists
could have acquired Buk missiles
is by overrunning and capturing
Ukrainian positions that for unfath-
omed reasons had deployed Buk
missiles.

It seems to me that if a Buk

missile was present in the con-
flict area, it was moved there for a
reason unrelated to the conflict.

A European air traffic control-
ler said that MH-17 and the air-
liner carrying Russian President
Vladimir Putin were initially on the
same course. Possibly Washing-
ton and its vassal in Kiev thought
MH-17 was Putin’s plane and
destroyed the Malaysian flight by
mistake.

In order to avoid the conse-
quences of such a provocation, the
Russian government would deny
that Putin’s plane was on a similar
course.

Even the Western media report-
ed that separatists found the Malay-
sian airliner’s recorders, or black
boxes, and turned them over to the
investigation and that the recorders
had not been tampered with. If the
separatists were responsible for the
attack, why would they hand over
evidence against themselves?

Why does Kiev refuse to
release the communications
between Ukrainian air traffic con-
trol and MH-17? Why was a civil-
ian airliner routed over a combat
zone? The Dutch report does not
answer these questions. Washing-
ton prevented all answers that con-
flict with its propaganda.

Only Washington, whose mass
media can be relied on to control
the explanations for Washington,
and that Washington’s vassal in
Kiev, had anything to gain from
downing the airliner. Whether
intentional or an accident, the
downing of MH-17 was used to
blacken Russia and to convince the
EU to go along with Washington’s
economic sanctions and military
moves against Russia.

As the Romans always asked:
“Who benefits?”” The answer to that
question tells you who did it.
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