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MEDICARE

Medicare, the public hospital system and
the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS)
have together provided the people of Aus-
tralia with comprehensive cover and a
world-class public health system.

The government is in the process of priva-
tising the public health system and going down
the path of the disastrous profits-first, American
system.

Bulk billing, universal access and quali-
ty care are the pillars of Medicare. The Turn-
ball government will chop them down after the
elections.

The government plans to means test access
to Medicare and make co-payments obligatory
for all patients. Patient contributions for pre-
scription medications and safety nets are set
to rise even higher. The Abbott/Hockey 2014
budget cuts of $54 billion to public hospital
funding for the states and territories are still on
the agenda.

At the same time the government can
find $1 trillion for the military and its killing
machines and slash corporate taxes.

It is not the public health system that is
unsustainable. Medicare is cheaper and more
efficient than the private sector. Talk of runa-
way health costs is an attempt to justify a cal-
lous cost-cutting agenda.

Health care is a basic human right, not a
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commodity to be bought and sold on markets
to those who can afford it. Yet that is what the
government plans to do if it is re-elected.
In pre-Medicare days visits to the GP, blood
tests, medications and hospitalisation were
dependent on ability to pay. People lost their
homes, went to jail for unpaid debts and even
died because they could not afford treatment.
The Communist Party of Australia calls for:
* universal access to bulk billing with
doctors’ rebate fully indexed or doctors
given the choice of being salaried

* inclusion of dental care under Medicare

» PBS scripts free at point of delivery

* no corporate tax cuts

« an end to the Australia-US alliance and
Australia’s massive arms build up.

The Communist Party supports medical
and other health services being funded centrally
through a progressive taxation system.

Centralised funding turns the private, user-
pays model on its head. Instead of access and
quality of health care based on ability to pay,
access becomes universal and ability to pay
determines the contribution to costs.

When voting on July 2, put the Coalition
and other conservative parties and conserva-
tive independents last. Vote for Medicare by
supporting the Australian Greens and other left
and progressive candidates. &
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Put this govt last

The Turnbull/Abbott government has set out to gut social
welfare and services, demolish the public service, deregulate the
operations of big business and privatise what remains of public
assets.

The Liberal-National Coalition lied its way into office. They
promised no cuts to education or health, no forced redundancies in
the public service; no change to pensions; no increase in university
fees; no increased taxes and more accountable government. They
tore it all up in their first budget.

Each broken promise, each attack on pensioners, students,
workers, unemployed, families, Indigenous Australians, or the
public sector is accompanied by neo-liberal spin, outright lies
and deception.

A survey by the Salvation Army found that about 25 percent
of Australian welfare recipients can’t pay for medical treatment
and more than 33 percent can’t afford prescription medicine.
Some 29 percent don’t have a secure or decent home, and 25
percent can’t afford at least one substantial meal a day.

Another study from the Sydney University of Technology found
that 25 percent of people on the dole for more than a year in
Sydney had to beg on the street. Sixty percent relied on charity
to survive, more than 40 percent could not afford medicine, 50
percent could not buy new clothes, 80 percent could not afford
dental treatment and most had gone without heating or good
quality food.

Responsibility is being shifted; the government agenda involves
shifting responsibility from the state to the private sector. Included
among these in particular:

e contracting out services provided by government to civil
society (read church, philanthropic and corporate sectors)
handing over total control of service provision to the private
providers

“less onerous reporting requirements” — meaning little or no
accountability of how government funding is spent

public schools to become “independent” by 2017 — with
principals and boards (including business reps) given same
powers as private schools to hire and fire staff, determine
pay and conditions, etc

slashing both corporate taxes and higher marginal rates for
individuals.

Control and critical service provision and pricing decisions are
being handed over to the corporate sector and large corporate
charities.

The government also wants to freeze benefits associated with
pensions, and to alter the pension indexation method. The pension
is to continue to rise, but only in conjunction with the Consumer
Price Index, rather than average male earnings and the associated
benefits would rapidly lose their value as a result of inflation.

The government is trying to change the public attitude so
that welfare, pensions and other entitlements are not seen as a
matter of human rights but simply as a now unsustainable drain
on the national economy.

But the nation is now far more productive than it was when
the proportion of pensioners and welfare recipients was lower.
The essence of the problem is not the cost of supporting the aged
and welfare recipients, it’s the government’s budget priorities.

The Turnbull/Abbott budget priorities include unsustainable
support for big business, particularly mining, and for armaments
purchases, at the expense of welfare, pensions and other areas of
government expenditure.

This is essentially a drive against what neo-liberalism labels
Big Government, part of the ideological warfare that has been
waged by the capitalist media. We are constantly being told that
governments should butt out, that the private sector can do better.

The Turnbull/Abbott government has served the interests of
business by pledging to cut welfare and pension budget alloca-
tions, while eliminating the carbon and mining taxes and cutting
the current rate of business tax. It has also attempted to muz-
zle its critics, for example by reducing funding for the national
broadcaster, the ABC.

At the July 2 election put the Liberal-National Coalition last
— it’s where they put you.

PRESS FUND

The two major parties (the “Coles and Woolworths of Australian
politics”) will almost certainly finish neck-and-neck in the federal
election. Greens and independents candidates are expected to

do well. This may result in some compromises on the part of the
major parties in a hung Parliament. Wouldn’t it be great to rid
ourselves of the stench of that national disgrace, the mandatory
offshore imprisonment of asylum seekers who arrive by boat! At
the Guardian we want to play our part in reaching that goal, but to
do so we must boost the Press Fund, so please send a contribution
for the next issue if you possibly can. Many thanks to this week’s
loyal supporters, as follows:

J Ayres $30, E Durstan $10, NH $20, Mark Mannion $5,
“Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $14

This week’s total: $84 Progressive total: $3,850
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The monthly gathering in solidarity with Cuba - on June 17 - at Sydney’s Martin Place attracted
support from members of the community and the scrutiny of the police.

There were many people passing by telling us the Blockade should be lifted.

The group also were checked out by the Federal Police, the local police from the Rocks.

Next month’s End the Blockade will be Sunday July 17 it will be at Sydney Town Hall ot 12.30pm.

West Bank

Israel culs off water

With heat indices spiking near 100
degrees Fahrenheit (38 degrees
Celsius) and local residents fast-
ing in observance of the Muslim
holy month, the latest act by
Israel risks loss of life and a fierce
response.

The Palestinian West Bank faces
the threat of mass casualties from
extreme dehydration and heat stroke
as residents face an unseasonably hot
start to summer without clean water,
during a time when devout Muslims
are already fasting in observance of
Ramadan.

The Israeli state-owned Mekorot
water company cut water supplies
to the West Bank more than 40 days
ago, forcing locals to rely on untreat-
ed groundwater and waste water to
survive. The water shutoff appears
to be a premeditated act against the
Palestinian people, with Israeli offi-
cials saying over one month ago
that no technical defects exist on the
waterline.

Water shutoffs in the West Bank
correspond with Israeli officials
boasting about surplus water supplies
and plans to export water abroad to

improve relations with neighbours.
One such deal for exporting Israeli
water supplies has already been made
with Jordan.

Mekorot has long faced com-
plaints of monopoly over water
supplies in Israel and the occupied
territories, with the city of Jenin in
the northern West Bank area warn-
ing of reprisals against company per-
sonnel for endangering the health of
the population by denying them clean
water.

“Residents suffer badly in this
hot weather and at this time of Ram-
adan,” Jenin Mayor Ragheb Al Haj
Hassan said. “Israel and only Israel
is responsible for the water cuts as
agreements signed with Israel clear-
ly state that Mekorot should provide
the northern areas of West Bank with
their needs of water.”

The move to deny the Palestinian
people with water and basic resourc-
es during the month-long religious
holiday of Ramadan appears to be a
response to the Boycott, Divestment
and Sanctions (BDS) Movement
against Israel.

Israel’s government has also

taken a hard shift toward the right,
with Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu announcing that the gov-
ernment would oppose any peace
proposal that creates a separate state
of Palestine or requires Israel to scale
back settlements.

In his statements, Netanyahu
echoed a declaration two weeks ago
by the country’s Justice Minister,
Ayelet Shaked, who faced interna-
tional condemnation when she said
Israel would never give an inch in
the name of peace. UN envoy for
the Middle East peace negotiations,
Nikolay Mladenov criticised the
Justice Minister, saying that she had
“killed hope” for peace.

Notably, both Justice Minister
Ayelet Shaked and Defence Minis-
ter Avigdor Lieberman have called
in recent years for the genocidal
eradication of Palestinians, con-
sidering the entire population to be
enemy combatants, and even contem-
plating a nuclear strike on adjacent
territories. &
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

You can’t separate peace from freedom because
no one can be at peace unless he has his freedom.J

Malcolm X

tpearson@cpa.org.au
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Yalata Elders from South Aus-
tralia are calling for resistance
against two proposed nuclear
waste dumps. In February last
year, Labor Premier of South Aus-
tralia Jay Weatherill launched a
nuclear Royal Commission.

This month, Royal Commis-
sioner Kevin Scarce recommended
that SA import and store interna-
tional high-level nuclear waste.
This plan is in addition to the feder-
al government’s recently announced
proposal to have a national nuclear
dump in Adnymathanha Flinders
Ranges country.

From 1998-2004, the Kupa Piti
Kungka Tjuta, senior Aboriginal
women from Coober Pedy, led a suc-
cessful national campaign against a
dump to store national intermedi-
ate- and low-level waste in SA —
with eventual strong support from
Premier, Mike Rann’s SA Labor
government.

And Yalata Elders are hoping a
new campaign can similarly change
government plans.

On May 14, 60 years after the
first Maralinga bombs, the Maralin-
ga Painting was launched at Yalata,
at the Head of the Bight, 1,000 kilo-
metre northwest of Adelaide.

Yalata long-serving past chair-
person Mima Smart, the lead artist for
the community project, is incensed at
this latest nuclear plan, particularly
given the history of the Yalata/Mar-
alinga people, who were moved from
their country in 1952 to make way for
the British nuclear tests.

“That Maralinga painting that [
painted on the canvas was about the

bomb. And the bomb means a lot of
bad things,” she said. “The bomb
brought death to our people on the
land when they were still wandering
in the desert; when they were still
travelling from rockhole to rockhole.
And all our families were told to go
south. They came to Ooldea Tank
when they settled and they seen that
bomb.

“It was really sad what’s hap-
pened to that land. Looking at the
painting. It was a beautiful place with
nice sceneries and animals around
and birds and people around. And
the people were gathering food on
the ground.

“But after that bomb, people kept
moving away and knew that place
was destroyed by the bomb. But
before that, they didn’t understand
the danger. But the white people
knew. Why didn’t they blast it in their
own country? Why bring it to a beau-
tiful country like Maralinga?

“The nuclear waste dump is not
the best thing for us. The Minister is
saying to bring the waste and dump
it in South Australia. We don’t want
that waste dump either in Yalata,
or around Maralinga, or Ooldea or
Watson. Because the roads that are
going across to Western Australia
is the place we always be using for
funerals, for visiting families and
business.

“Please take it away and dump it
in your country.

“The damage has already been
done with us — there are no old
people in Yalata today. We teach all
our children what the damage from
the bombs is about.”
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Warnings at the Taranaki Blast Site, Maralinga.

Immediate past chairperson of
Maralinga Tjarutja, Keith Peters,
called for support to fight the dump.

“We need everyone to respond
to the government, to the royal com-
mission,” he said. “The government
needs to understand we need a good
environment in our country. We are
not going to have this disaster. We
already fought for the (Maralinga)

Union endorses
Redfern Statement

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Community and Public
Sector Union (CPSU) members
and members working in Indig-
enous policy and service delivery
have overwhelmingly endorsed
the Redfern Statement and its
demands for government action
to end Indigenous disadvantage.

A survey of around 350 rel-
evant members has found 86% of
respondents want the CPSU to pub-
licly support the recently launched
Redfern Statement, while 82% sup-
port the creation of a dedicated fed-
eral Department of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Affairs.

The Redfern Statement was
jointly launched earlier this month
by Indigenous health, education,
legal and reconciliation organi-
sations, with broad support from
non-government organisations com-
mitted to empowering Indigenous
Australians to end disadvantage.

The Redfern Statement’s
demands include:

* Restoring the $534 million the
Turnbull-Abbott government
slashed from Indigenous programs
in the 2014 budget.

* Better engagement with
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples, including
through funding the National
Congress of Australia’s First
Peoples.

+ Establishing a Department of

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Affairs that is managed
and run by senior Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander public
servants and brings together
policy and service delivery.

CPSU national president
Alistair Waters said: “Our mem-
bers have spoken clearly in support
of the Redfern Statement and its
goal of ending the massive disad-
vantage faced by Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people. We
stand by the Redfern Statement and
call for action to implement it. The
statement is a clear plan for revers-
ing the damage done by the Turn-
bull-Abbott government, including
massive budget cuts, and engaging
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island-
er people to develop and implement
new, empowering and enduring
policies.”

The Redfern statement also
recognises the impact of the Turn-
bull government more broadly, by
calling for a resumption of indexa-
tion of the Medicare rebate, a pause
that has adversely and dispropor-
tionately affected Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people. The
threatened privatisation of Medicare
under Malcolm Turnbull will simi-
larly hurt Indigenous Australians
even more than other parts of our
community.

The union says a dedicated
Department of Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islander Affairs man-
aged by senior Indigenous public
service workers would bring togeth-
er policy and service delivery and
ensure centralised expertise. “It is

a key step but it would be just one
step in the journey to improving the
situation. The real key to change is
developing policy and implement-
ing programs with and not merely
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people.”

Survey responses included:

“Unless Aboriginal people have
a voice of their own, development
will not occur. Self-determination
is an essential ingredient to Indig-
enous development.”

“A federal Department of Abo-
riginal and Torres Strait Islander
Affairs could also be a training
mechanism for young Aboriginal
people to train and have a say in
their future. Many of the youth see
no future for them[selves]. The cur-
rent system is a disgrace.”

“The current way in which
Indigenous Affairs is operating is
not working and not delivering on
the intended outcomes of the gov-
ernment, including getting adults
to work, children to school and
creating safe communities ... A
department dedicated solely to the
delivery of programs and services
to Indigenous Australians headed by
Indigenous leaders is an important
first step in the right direction.” &

clean-up and the Maralinga Royal
Commission. We need to stand up
together, Anangu (Aboriginal people)
and non-Anangu. If the government
wants to put a nuclear dump in SA,
all Australians, all South Australians
should stand up and say no.
“Because it’s going to damage
our country, our environment; it’s
going to bring sickness to people.

If we can say no, we can stand up
together and we can win.”

After the Premier’s announce-
ment, environmental groups together
with SA traditional owners launched
the Alliance against the Dump.
For more information go to www.
nodumpalliance.org.au
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JOIN THE

Hl

Universal healthcare

Socialism in practice

Free education

Food security

Global social justice

28 DEC 2016 - 17 JAN 2017 | $1500

Support The Guardian by donating to Press Fund




4 Jue?2 2016

Their debt,

Anna Pha

The federal budget or any other
government budget is in many
respects similar to a family or
worker’s budget but on a far
larger scale. There are two compo-
nents — income and expenditure.

Surplus

A budget surplus occurs when
income is larger than spending in any
one year. This surplus might be used
towards paying off any debts, putin a
savings bank or credit union, invest-
ed in shares on the stock market, etc.

Deficit

If spending is larger than income
then there is a budget deficit for that
year. A worker may cover that deficit
by the use of a credit card or borrow-
ing the money from a bank or some
other source such as the government
in the case of student fees.

People borrow for many things
such as a car, treatment in a pri-
vate hospital, education, a holiday,
to make investments, as well as for
home loans.

Debt

The amount borrowed becomes a
debt. Interest is normally paid on that
debt until it is paid off. When debts
are not fully paid off they can accu-
mulate over the years.

Housing loans are an example
where it might take 10 or 20 or more
years to pay off the debt and interest
to a bank or other lender.

Companies also borrow and carry
debts. They borrow for such purposes
as expanding their operations, new
developments, making take-overs,
buying public assets, replacing work-
ers with new technology, and so on.

Debts and deficits are not evils
in themselves. As can be seen from
the above examples, they are widely
accepted practices and can be of ben-
efit. What is important is whether the
debt is manageable and the purpose
of the borrowing.

For example, it is irresponsible
for a bank to lend someone a large
sum to purchase an overpriced home
when they do not have the income
to make the repayments. A loan to a
gambler with huge debts will only go
up in smoke with the borrower sink-
ing further into debt and unable to
repay it or even the interest on it.

When corporations overextend
their borrowings and cannot pay back

Australia

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and Treasurer Scott Morrison.

their debts or the interest on them, it
is the workers who lose their jobs and
entitlements and their shareholders
who lose their savings.

Government deficit

The same applies to the gov-
ernment. Its budget deficit must be
funded by some means so that the
government can meet its expenses
and any debt be manageable. (Anoth-
er option would be to print money,
but that’s another story.)

The government can borrow the
money by such means as loans and
the issuing of government bonds. It
can also sell off public assets such
as it did with Medibank Private. In
the case of the sale of federal gov-
ernment assets, the deficit and debt
are usually excuses for its unpopular
neo-liberal agenda.

Government debt

The government debt is the
accumulation of government deficits
which have not been paid off. Like
any other borrower, the government
must service this debt with interest
payments. These payments, referred
to as the “cost of the debt”, appear
in the budget papers as an item of
expenditure.

Sydney

emanding

| that the USA stop
the blockade on Cuba

Sunday July 17 at 12:30 pm

Sydney Town Hall

Also to stop the subversion of funds against Cuba and
return Guantanamo to the Cuban people.

Have your say!
Uhite a letter to the Editor.

The former Rudd/Swan Labor
government’s $42 billion stimulus
package introduced in 2009 pushed
the budget into deficit. It put billions
of dollars directly into the hands of
those on middle to low incomes,
pensioners, carers and single par-
ents. It benefited small farmers and
students. There was also the pink bat
insulation program and spending on
school building upgrades and public
housing.

The Coalition and other neo-
liberals screamed from the rooftops
warning that the debt created was
unsustainable.

The stimulus program was
brought in when forecast growth for
the GDP was 0.75 percent, unem-
ployment was on the rise and other
western economies were reeling with
the impact of the global financial
crisis. The aim was to boost spend-
ing and hence growth and jobs which
it succeeded in doing.

The Turnbull/Morrison 2016-17
budget with its tax cuts for corpora-
tions, tax cuts that benefit middle to
high incomes and $1 trillion program
for military is set to drive the govern-
ment debt deeper into the red.

Largely as a result of these tax
cuts, the hike in military spending

our repayments

and other corporate welfare, the
forecast deficit in the May budget
for 2016-17 is $37.1 billion and the
total debt is set to rise to $567 billion.

Sound and unsound
debts

Clearly it makes sense to talk in
terms of good and bad or sound or
unsound deficits and debts.

It is just as unsound to lend
money to a gambler as it is to borrow
to spend billions of dollars on kill-
ing machines. On the other hand,
borrowing for such things as public
transport infrastructure or invest-
ment in renewable energy could be
described as sound investments.

Successive federal governments,
have simultaneously run up budget
deficits with tax cuts, spending on
the military, etc, and then used these
debts as an excuse to cut social secu-
rity and defend the sale of public
assets.

Clearly, the deficits and debt
being run up by the Coalition gov-
ernment are not sound from a work-
ing class perspective.

As then treasurer Joe Hockey
said in his 2014-15 budget speech:
“I say to the Australian people, every

Guardian

dollar we spend in this Parliament
comes from you.” By “Australian
people” he means working people
and the most disadvantaged who will
be repaying the debt. It won’t be the
big corporations or the rich!

There is another way. The Com-
munist Party of Australia calls for
a slashing of the military budget,
making the big corporations pay
tax on profits made in Australia and
ending all the corporate hand-outs
and subsidies to the fossil fuel indus-
try and mining corporations, private
hospitals through the private health
insurance rebate.

This would balance the budget
and put the government in a position
to adequately fund public education,
hospitals, transport and housing and
invest in renewable energy sources.

There are many other social and
economic projects and programs the
government should be funding that
are of benefit to the people. There
is nothing criminal or unsustainable
about borrowing for such purposes.
Quite the contrary. &

The myths of
privatisation

A number of myths are put out to
sell the idea of privatisation and
the associated contracting out and
other processes. It is claimed that
the private sector is inherently
more efficient and that the public
sector is inefficient; that markets
and competition lead to improved
quality, contain costs, are more
accountable and provide cheaper
services.

Or there is the budget deficit
line — budgets must be balanced so
sell off the farm to cancel the debt,
bring in the private sector to provide
capital.

Or we are told that we can no
longer afford the “welfare state”, a
claim used to justify the introduc-
tion of means testing and user-pays
for services that were free. We need

to tackle these myths and knock
them over. We need to expose the
underlying ideology — the anti-
working class, anti-people, pro-big
business ideology behind them. A
look at a few examples soon shows
the arguments defending privatisa-
tion are false.

Why is it that whenever a pri-
vate corporation gets into financial
trouble they rush to the government
for tax breaks, subsidies, deprecia-
tion allowances, export assistance,
and so on? They always expect tax-
payers to bail them out.

The public sector was the major
employer of school leavers. The fact
that the public sector is not recruit-
ing young people is contributing to
the high rate of youth unemploy-
ment. The public sector is now

under the gun as never before. Wide
spread cuts across the board are
being implemented and the govern-
ment is also going after hard won
conditions for those that remain.

Privatisation has been a vehicle
for de-unionisation, the casualisa-
tion of the workforce and attacks on
awards, wages and conditions.

Contracting-out results in work-
ers competing against each other
for the fewer and fewer jobs. Some
might get a job with a contractor or
in the private sector but nowhere
near the number that are being
sacked from the public sector. Also,
following privatisation, there is no
longer the cooperative workplace
spirit which often prevailed in the
public sector. &
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Defeat the Coalition
CPA Statement on the Federal Election

The Communist Party of Austral-
ia warns there are several urgent
questions for the working class
and other exploited people at the
forthcoming federal elections. The
Communists will be registered for
the next elections but, unfortu-
nately, on this occasion the choice
for left and progressive voters is
limited to political forces lacking
in working class ideology.

While the CPA recognises that
parliaments have limited control of
the political process due to the domi-
nance of transnational corporations,
differences on key policy issues
make voting in this federal election
a particularly important choice for
left and progressive Australians. The
main question before us is to defeat
the Coalition government and con-
servative forces and to continue the
process of breaking the two-party
system.

The main policy thrust of the
Abbott/Turnbull government on key
issues such as industrial relations,
including the Australian Building
and Construction Commission, the
funding of public education, public
health, environmental measures,
etc is clearly dangerous enough for
the CPA to recommend putting the

Liberals and Nationals last. The
Greens have proven to be better on
these questions and those of health,
education and industrial relations and
deserve our support along with other
progressive and left forces.

Because of their position on
questions like penalty rates and
some other issues concerning indus-
trial relations, the CPA recommends
putting the ALP above the wvari-
ous right-wing candidates and the
Coalition. Members and supporters
should apply the same guidelines
when voting in the Senate to secure
the balance of power for the Aus-
tralian Greens and other progressive
candidates.

In view of the new voting system
in the Senate, members and support-
ers are urged not to preference the
Coalition parties at all. The CPA rec-
ommends 1 to 6 above the line with
the Greens in number 1 position fol-
lowed by left and progressive parties
and independents.

Regardless of the outcome of the
election, the CPA will continue to
build working class power and left
and progressive unity in action. We
will continue to advocate the bust-
ing of the two-party system and to
fight for our own policies on public

health, public education, the envi-
ronment, land rights, refugee rights,
a foreign policy based on cooperation
and peaceful relations, and an end to
the US military alliance and involve-
ment in imperialist wars.

In sharp contrast to the current
crop of pro-capitalist candidates, we
will continue to campaign against
the hugely wasteful military spend-
ing endorsed by the major parties. A
20 percent cut to military spending
would restore neglected services and
projects in public health care, public
education, environmental protection,
climate change, Indigenous services
and other urgent needs.

The CPA is convinced the main
danger for the immediate future is
the re-election of a Coalition govern-
ment and the pursuit of fascist-like
legislation directed against the trade
unions. Workers relying on penalty
rates face extreme challenges when
penalty rates are removed.

For these reasons we urge mem-
bers and supporters to vote for left,
progressive and Green candidates,
put the ALP next ahead of the vari-
ous reactionary parties and put the
Liberals and Nationals last. In the
Senate, do not preference the Coali-
tion atall. &

Richard Titelius

In the ongoing battle to win the
hearts and minds of the working
class, the Australian Council of
Trade Unions through its national
Build a Better Future campaign
has been holding Meet and Greet
sessions in key marginal seats
around Australia.

For Western Australia the
ACTU sent its National President
Ged Kearney to talk to the work-
ing class faithful at the Kingsway
Tavern in the key northern Perth
mortgage belt seat of Cowan cur-
rently held by Liberal incumbent
Luke Simpkin, and at the Gosnells
Tavern in the new key southern
Perth working class seat of Burt —
which is nominally ALP.

Ged Kearney was introduced
by Unions WA Secretary Meredith
Hammat to the 50 strong crowd
who turned up on a cold Tuesday
night.

As part of the struggle to main-
tain and improve wages and con-
ditions and protect jobs, workers
need to ensure that the policies of
the past two Liberal Prime Minis-
ters of Abbott and Turnbull don’t
stay. Under the federal Liberal

government the workers of this
country have suffered along with
their communities.

“In a country as wealthy as
Australia,” said Kearney, “we have
so many unemployed and under-
employed — many who are young
people and are vulnerable as they
try to leave their parents’ homes
to climb onto the first rung of the
ladder of life by securing sufficient
employment to afford transport, a
home and start a family.”

On the other side of the class
divide the big business class has
received tax cuts and promises
of tax cuts, notwithstanding 580
medium to large corporations that
paid no tax in the past year.

It was ironic noted Kearny that
the Liberal Party’s federal election
slogan, “Jobs and Growth” does not
contain a “doing word” (verb) or in
other words — there is no plan for
action in achieving prosperity for all
Australians — and not just the rich.

The corporations have also
started their own campaign to pro-
mote tax cuts along the line of, “If
we don’t have big business, we
don’t have small business and small
business employs lots of people”

For Kearney, corporate tax cuts
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and tax avoidance was not merely
greed but theft! The avoidance of
tax meant that corporations had
services and infrastructure paid for
by the taxes of the millions of work-
ing people.

While the slogan of the ACTU
campaign is, “Put the Liberals Last”
and by inference that meant putting
the ALP first, Kearney was far more
balanced and pragmatic about who
workers should choose to give their
first preference.

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia calls on workers and pro-
gressive minded people to put the
Liberals last with their policies that
seek to exploit and repress the lives
of ordinary working class Austral-
ians and to put Greens and other left
progressive forces as number one.

In the words of Vladimir Lenin,
in the battle for political change
required by the working class, par-
liamentary struggle is but one arena
in which revolutionary action takes
place. The struggle for political
change must also take place in all
aspects and areas of society from
family life, to community life, cul-
tural, artistic, sporting life and
working life. &
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At the Sydney opera House during his campaign launch for the
1987 federal election Bob Hawke said: “By 1990, no Australian
child will be living in poverty”. A noble goal which unfortunately has
failed to materialise even 29 years later. A landmark study into the
rights of Australian children, The Child Rights Progress Report,
has accused successive governments of failing to support the
most vulnerable — its young. In 1990 Australia agreed to the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child and since then has repeated-
ly breached it. The study found 70,000 children receiving support
from homelessness organisations, 43,000 lived in out-of-home
care and young asylum seekers spent an average of 457 days in
detention. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children were high-
ly over-represented in out-of-home care and were 26 times more
likely to be in juvenile detention. “The present report makes it clear
that these and many other deficiencies have not been remedied
and in many ways the situation may have even worsened,” com-
mented Alastair Nicholson, a former chief justice of the Family
Court of Australia and chairman of Children’s Rights International.
The Child Rights Progress Report made recommendations on
child protection, education, poverty, health and criminal justice.

Last week’s Guardian had a story of an Indonesian man who was
taken into police custody for wearing a hammer-and-sickle T-shirt
at home. This week we are sharing a story which happened here,
in a very democratic country with freedom of speech and expres-
sion ... sort of. Workers on the Ichthys LNG project in NT were
told that they could be sacked for wearing union stickers on their
hard hats. Fair Work Building and Construction (FWBC) “regu-
lates workplace relations laws in the building and construction
industry through education, advice and compliance activities”,
according to their internet site. FWBC conducted an audit of the
LNG plant to assess compliance with the 2013 national build-
ing code. “In the course of the audit, the FWBC identified what
it described as ‘serious breaches of section 15 of the build-
ing code’, arising from the display of union paraphernalia in the
form of ... flags, posters and stickers affixed to personal protec-
tive equipment,” wrote lan Baker, the site’s project director to the
CFMEU. CFMEU Construction secretary Dave Noonan said that
there were no laws preventing workers from wearing union stick-
ers. “To have your livelihood threatened because you choose to
wear a sticker on your hard hat is another appalling example of
the behaviour of the FWBC. The FWBC has refused to tell the
workers or the union whether they have threatened to blacklist
the company from federal government’s projects if the stickers
are not removed, or the workers sacked. The union hopes that
the FWBC is not trying to engineer a dispute as part of the
Coalition’s election campaign. It should be remembered that the
Government’'s wish to expand this agency’s powers by recon-
stituting it as ABCC was the trigger for this election,” he said.
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Theory and Practice
Socialism and

Peter Symon*

In his book The Origin of the Family, Pri-
vate Property and the State Frederick Engels
presents a brilliant summary of the devel-
opment of human society up to the present
time. He wrote:

... what had originally been a naturally
grown democracy (in the gentile
associations) was transformed into a hateful
aristocracy. The gentile constitution had
grown out of a society that knew no internal
antagonisms, and was adapted only for such
a society. It had no coercive power except
public opinion. But now a society had come
into being that by the force of its economic
conditions of existence had to split up into
freemen and slaves, into exploiting rich and
exploited poor; a society that was not only
incapable of reconciling these antagonisms,
but had to drive them more and more to a
head. Such a society could only exist either
in a state of continuous, open struggle of
these classes against one another or under the
rule of a third power which, while ostensibly
standing above the classes struggling with
each other, suppressed their open conflict
and permitted a class struggle at most in
the economic field, in a so-called legal
form. The gentile constitution had outlived
its usefulness. It was burst asunder by the
division of labour and by its result, the
division of society into classes. Its place was
taken by the state.

Marx Engels, Collected Works,

Vol 26 p 268.

Engels explained:

[The state] is a product of society at a certain
stage of development; it is the admission
that this society had become entangled in an
insoluble contradiction with itself, that it has
split into irreconcilable antagonisms which
it is powerless to dispel. But in order that
these antagonisms, classes with conflicting
economic interests, might not consume
themselves and society in fruitless struggle,
it becomes necessary to have a power
seemingly standing above society that would
alleviate the conflict, and keep it within the
bounds of “order”... This public power exists
in every state; it consists not merely of armed
men but also of material adjuncts, prisons
and institutions of coercion of all kinds, of
which gentile society knew nothing.

Ibid, p 269.

In concluding his analysis of the history
of the development of human societies Engels
quotes American anthropologist Lewis Morgan
who devoted his life to a study of American
Indian society. Morgan wrote:

The time which has passed away since
civilisation began is but a fragment of the
past duration of man’s existence; and but

a fragment of the ages yet to come. The
dissolution of society bids fair to become

the termination of a career of which property
is the end and aim, because such a career
contains the elements of self-destruction.
Democracy in government, brotherhood in
society, equality in rights and privileges, and
universal education, foreshadow the next
higher plane of society to which experience,
intelligence and knowledge are steadily
tending. It will be a revival, in a higher form,
of the liberty, equality and fraternity of the
ancient gentes.

Ibid, p 276.
On the same theme Engels writes:

The highest form of the state, the democratic
republic, which under our modern conditions

of society is more and more becoming an
inevitable necessity, and is the form of state
in which alone the last decisive struggle
between proletariat and bourgeoisie can
be fought out — the democratic republic
officially knows nothing any more of
property distinctions.

Ibid, p 271.

In describing the differences between gen-
tile society and civilisation, Engels writes that:

while among barbarians ... hardly any
distinction could be made between rights
and duties, civilisation makes the difference
and antithesis between these two plain even
to the dullest mind by assigning to one class
pretty nearly all the rights, and to the other
class pretty nearly all the duties.
Ibid, p 275-276.
And,

Naked greed has been the moving spirit of
civilisation from its first day to the present
time; wealth, wealth and wealth again;
wealth, not of society, but of this shabby
individual was its sole determining aim ...

Ibid, p 275.

A study of this work by Engels, particularly
the chapter entitled “Barbarism and Civilisa-
tion”, is essential reading for all communists.

It is socialist society and socialist soci-
ety alone, which inscribes the principles of
“democracy in government, brotherhood in
society, equality in rights and privileges, and
universal education” on its banners.

In innumerable references Marx and Engels
and other communist writers have outlined the
principles of the future socialist society.

The proletariat seizes the public power and
by virtue of this power transforms the social
means of production, slipping from the hands
of the bourgeoisie, into public property.

By this act, the proletariat frees the means
of production from the character of capital
they have thus far borne, and gives their
socialised character complete freedom to
work itself out. Socialised production upon
a predetermined plan becomes henceforth
possible.

Marx Engels, Collected Works, Vol 24 p 325.
“Socialism: Utopian and Scientific”.

Lenin emphasised the importance of philo-
sophical materialism:

Marx’s philosophical materialism has alone
shown the proletariat the way out of the
spiritual slavery in which all oppressed
classes have hitherto languished.

Lenin Collected Works, Vol 19 p 28, “Three
Sources and Three Component Parts of
Marxism”.

And,

Not a single victory of political freedom
over the feudal class was won except against
desperate resistance. Not a single capitalist
country evolved on a more or less free and
democratic basis except by a life and death
struggle between the various classes of
capitalist society.
Ibid, p 27.
Engels speaking at the graveside of Karl
Marx, who died in March 1883, said that:

... Marx discovered the law of evolution in
human history ... the simple fact, hitherto
concealed by an overgrowth of ideology, that
mankind must first of all eat and drink, have
shelter and clothing, before it can pursue
politics, science, art, religion, etc ... His

real mission in life was to contribute in one
way or another to the overthrow of capitalist
society and of the state institutions which

it had brought into being, to contribute to
the liberation of the present-day proletariat,
which he was the first to make conscious
of its own position and its needs [and] of
the conditions under which it could win its
emancipation.

This rather long introduction is necessary
to put into perspective the millennia-long and
often painful struggles of humankind to win
its liberation. Today this struggle is taking its
next strides forward with the creation of social-
ist societies, where the working class and its
allies are becoming the ruling class and where
the capitalist system is being relegated and
replaced by socialist economic, political and
social institutions and structures.

The writings of Marx, Engels and Lenin in
particular, show that the historic changes taking
place do not arise as a consequence of the ideas
of these great scientists but are the inevitable
result of the progression of human society. It is
on the basis of their scientific discoveries that
we assert the inevitability of the transition on
a world scale of capitalist societies into social-
ist ones.

It is not yet even 100 years since the first
socialist societies came into existence — a mere
snap of the fingers in terms of the first histori-
cal formation and development of human soci-
eties. (This year [2007] marks only the 90th
anniversary of the November 7th, 1917 Great
October Socialist Revolution in Russia and the
subsequent formation of the USSR — the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics).

But it is sufficient time to allow a first eval-
uation of the achievements of these societies
and to ascertain whether humanity has gener-
ally taken the road that Marx, Engels and Lenin
expected.

The Russian revolution brought to power
the working class of Russia in alliance with
the peasantry. It proceeded to bring about the
public ownership of the means of production
and turned all land into collectively owned
public property. On this basis it became pos-
sible to introduce economic planning and to
rapidly improve the living standards of the
people of both town and country. For the first
time ever, poverty was being eliminated, edu-
cation and health services became available
to all, equal rights for women in society were
implemented, national and ethnic antagonisms
were in the process of being eliminated and a
policy of international peace became the fore-
most principle in international relations.

It fell to the Soviet Union to play the
principle part in the destruction of Nazism
in Germany, a historic achievement that will
reverberate down through time for centuries to
come. The victory over Nazism was an enor-
mous blow against capitalism and imperialism
and against all class societies. This victory led
to the destruction of the colonial system and the
subjugation of the less developed countries by
the powerful imperialist industrial states. It also
opened the way for the victory of the Chinese
revolution which, in the modern era, is rapidly
overtaking the developed capitalist countries in
the field of production and demonstrating for
all to see the advantages of the socialist form
of society.

The socialist form of society in Russia and
China both demonstrated that socialist public
ownership achieves a much more rapid rate of
economic development than has been achieved
by any of the capitalist states. Furthermore,
their industrial development did not lead to the
pauperisation of the working people but to a
much greater proportion of the value of pro-
duction going to lift the living standards of the
people.

These achievements were not free of dif-
ficulties and setbacks as have overtaken the
USSR and the other socialist countries of East-
ern Europe. In China, the period of the Cultural
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development today

Revolution also seriously delayed the develop-
ment of the socialist economy of the People’s
Republic of China for many years.

The communist parties throughout the
world are learning from the setbacks and errors
of these first efforts to build socialist socie-
ties. There are many issues in this regard — the
overestimation of the rapidity of change and
an underestimation of the resources and deter-
mination of the overthrown capitalist power,
insufficient attention to the educational work
necessary to root out the centuries of ideologi-
cal indoctrination by all previous class socie-
ties, developing correct relationships between
the party, the state, the working class and the
people, how to develop new institutions and
forms which draw all the working people into
becoming the real masters of society while con-
trolling bureaucratic forms of government as
well as corruption, the long struggle to over-
come national and ethnic differences which
have been fanned by the previous class power,
etc.

Without slipping into nationalistic posi-
tions we must recognise that each country has
its differences and historical experiences and
will build the new socialist society taking into
account these characteristics. This is what is
meant when the Communist Party of China
speaks about “building socialism with Chinese
characteristics”.

But, the same principles of historical mate-
rialism that allow one to conclude that the tran-
sition from capitalism to socialism is inevitable,
so it is also inevitable that the construction of
socialism will not be free of difficulties, errors
and setbacks.

Initially, the centre of the world-wide revo-
Iutionary movement resided in the USSR. It
then shifted to Asia with the Chinese and Viet-
namese revolutions and the struggles of the
colonial countries for their national liberation.
Today it is centred on the continent of Latin
America with the victory of people’s govern-
ments in Venezuela, Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador,
Argentina, Uruguay and several other countries.

In the transformation of the world situation,
the remarkable role played by the leadership
of socialist Cuba cannot be underestimated.
It is reflected in the answers implemented by
the Communist Party of Cuba to the many
questions which arise in the construction of a
socialist society. It is also reflected in the epic
struggle waged by the Cuban people and gov-
ernment against the continual interference and
threats by its near neighbour — US imperialism.

Conversely, the centre of counter-revolu-
tion, which formerly resided in the power of
British, German and French imperialism in the
18th, 19th and in the first half of the 20th Cen-
tury, has now passed to the United States as the
most powerful economic, political and military
power in the remaining capitalist world.

The new governments of both Venezuela
and Bolivia have proclaimed their objective to
be the building of socialist societies although
they are only at the very beginning of this
process. However, already these countries are
proceeding to turn the private ownership of
enterprises into public ownership and to imple-
ment fundamental land reform programs. They
are developing new institutions which express
the democratic participation of the ordinary
people as the owners of the economy and the
political masters of society. The rich resources
and other forms of wealth of these countries
are being channelled to the working class, the
peasantry and the indigenous peoples.

Nothing (except a nuclear war or dramat-
ic climate change) is now capable of stopping
the forward march of human society towards a
socialist outcome. This is more and more appar-
ent as the deep crisis of capitalism and impe-
rialism becomes the main characteristic of the
capitalist and imperialist societies. This process
of disintegration is also inevitable although it
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will occupy several centuries — once again, only
a small period in the total life of human society.

The Communist Party of Australia has
attempted to take the past experiences of social-
ist states and the finest objectives of humanity
into account in formulating its Program, rec-
ognising that a socialist society in Australia
will take into account the particular progres-
sive characteristics of the Australian people and
Australian society so far achieved.

Our Program says that “the idea that a soci-
ety should be developed on the basis of ‘eve-
rything for the good of the people’ and on a
co-operative basis started to become a reality
[in the 20th Century].”

In the 20th Century a number of states
showed that it was possible to build a new
society in which the working class became the
ruling class. The means of production were
turned into public property and the exploita-
tion of working people by capital was abol-
ished and fundamental steps taken to end racial
and sexual discrimination. Unemployment was
reduced or eliminated, illiteracy was eradicated
and free education made available to all. Exten-
sive public health and social security services
were created and national identity and culture
promoted. Socialist states gained a foremost
place in space technology and in other fields of
science says the CPA Program.

New concepts of democracy — socialist par-
ticipatory democracy — were advanced. Priority
was given to the right to work and leisure, the
right to an education and health care, the right
of women to economic and social equality. New
forms of international economic relations based
on mutual benefit and assistance, co-operation,
specialisation and integration were established.
The countries of the socialist world, through
mutually beneficial trade arrangements, greatly
assisted the economic development of many
developing countries.

The party Program says that “for the first
time in history, a number of states arose which
adopted the struggle for peace as a responsi-
bility of the state itself with their foreign poli-
cies being based on the concept of the peaceful
co-existence of states having different social
systems.” The socialist states “repeatedly
advanced proposals to eliminate the danger of
war, settle disputes without recourse to arms
and to scrap all weapons of mass destruction as
a step towards complete disarmament.

These policies are motivated by the highest
human aspirations that once existed, but only
in primitive forms, before the advent of private
property in slave ownership, land ownership
and then in the form of the private ownership of
the means of production, money supply, natural
resources and so on. On this basis an exploit-
ing class arose which accumulated vast wealth
and power by exploiting the majority of the
population.

The American anthropologist Lewis
Morgan, foresaw future developments when
he wrote, more than 100 years ago, the lines
already quoted:

Democracy in government, brotherhood
in society, equality in rights and privileges,
and universal education, foreshadow the next
higher plane of society to which experience,
intelligence and knowledge are steadily tend-
ing. It will be a revival, in a higher form, of the
liberty, equality and fraternity of the ancient
gentes.

This new period in human society will
probably be called socialist civilisation.
Humanity has already put its foot on the ladder
to this higher order.

*This article first appeared in the Australian
Marxist Review in 2007. &
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The infamy of dying in prison

June 22,2016 7

militant Francisco Luis
Correa Gallego

Liliany Obando

Translator’s note:  Author Liliany Obando was herself a political prisoner from 2008
until 1212 when she was released. She regained her political rights in January 2016
when the government dropped the charges remaining against her. A worldwide
solidarity movement accompanied her in her ordeal. Liliany Obando in prison fought
for the rights of her fellow prisoners, particularly women prisoners. In writings and
interviews, she has honoured Nelson Mandela, reported on women in Colombian
prisons and told about her own situation as a political prisoner. Political prisoners

in Colombia now exceed 9,000. That she’s long been part of the fight for a new
Colombia shows in her documentary on farm worker struggles, made prior to her

imprisonment.

I’ve always thought that there’s nothing
sadder and more outrageous than to die
alone and sick in a prison. That’s why I
couldn’t hold back tears when, as I was
reading an article on the subject of prisons,
Ilearned that my friend and comrade Fran-
cisco Luis Correa Gallego had died this
past May 10 from an illness he acquired in
prison and that was inadequately treated,
just as are many such cases.

Francisco was one of thousands of politi-
cal prisoners who maintain their principles and
revolutionary morale with stoicism. Like them,
he was waiting with great anticipation to have
his freedom restored through a Law of Amnes-
ty and Pardon that has to be one result of the
current peace process between the Santos gov-
ernment and the FARC (Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia).

After his detention some four years ago,
he was transferred from one prison establish-
ment to another. He was in the Garzon prison in
Huila, Rivera prison in Neiva, Cunduy in Flor-
encia, and the Modelo prison in Bogotd, which
was the last of them. He was 69 years old this
year, so they had him in the prison yard for the
elderly there. That prison is well known for the
nightmarish things that happen inside: disap-
pearances, assassinations, and dismemberments
by paramilitaries involving more than one hun-
dred people, visitors and prisoners alike, for
more than a decade.

As happens with many others who are
deprived of their freedom, the time after Fran-
cisco’s capture went by without any direct con-
tact with members of his nuclear family who
lived far away, in Caqueta. This was because
of the National Penitentiary and Prison Insti-
tute’s (INPEC) reliance on improvisation and
the methods used for penitentiary—type punish-
ment. Understandably, he was so glad when he
received an occasional solidarity visit.

I remember that at one of those visits, this
one with a group of young student volunteers
with the Solidarity Committee for Political
Prisoners, Francisco introduced himself at the
right time with a generous smile and warmth
of a comrade and went into a rich historical

recounting of the people’s revolutionary strug-
gles in our country. He tried to establish the
precise moment when he first began to be part
of all this. Perhaps his histories were a bit unfo-
cused for the younger generations, but as hap-
pens with grandparents’ stories, they never fail
to captivate their listeners.

He joined the revolutionary struggle way
back and would never renounce it until the end
of his days. He was brought into the ranks of
the Colombian Communist Party in the region
of the lower Orteguaza River in the governing
municipality of Milan, Caqueta. There he ran
up against that wild outburst of state terror
unleashed in the era of Turbay Ayala. Rec-
ognised as a hardened, disciplined militant,
he soaked up the experience of communists
who, displaced, arrived there from Tolima and
Huila.

Committed to peace in his time, he sup-
ported the negotiating process underway at La
Uribe, which ended up incubating the Patri-
otic Union political movement (UP). And he
was a municipal council member for the Patri-
otic Union in the first years of its existence.
He was telling with emotion how in the proc-
ess of recruiting for the rising UP, he travelled
the byways and through the little towns of
Caqueta along with Ivan Marquez, who today
is a negotiator [in the peace process] with the
FARC in Havana, and who then might have
been assigned by that insurgent organisation to
be doing legal politics.

In 1988 he was promoted to fill a post for
the UP in the first people’s mayoral office in the
municipality of La Montaiiita in Caqueta, along
with Omar Alfonso Cémbita, another revolu-
tionary and former political prisoner. The latter
describes Francisco as a “responsible comrade
and a militant with great mystique ... who was
always severely critical if things weren’t going
well”. And he also said about him that, “he
never doubted the force of struggle for democ-
ratization of the country, for a political solution,
and for achieving the broadest popular unity in
order to gain power.”

Of peasant origin, Francisco was always
worrying about strengthening his ideological,

political, and cultural formation through per-
sistent reading, a concern that continued in
prison also.

In the region where he grew up, Francisco
did survive the paramilitaries who tried to make
him pay for his communist militancy. But he
didn’t succeed in overcoming the bars the state
imposes on those who dare challenge its power.

Prison is a place for testing revolutionary
character, and Francisco was up to meeting that
challenge. In a pair of letters, one he wrote me
that I save with special love and another direct-
ed to a political audience, he openly expresses
his deep pride on being a communist.

[Referring to UP and Communist Party
members who were assassinated, he writes:]
“I cannot forget the comrades: Manuel Cepeda
Vargas, José Antequera, Jaime Pardo Leal,
Bernardo Jaramillo Ossa, and Henry Millan
Gonzales. They are the ones who made me into
a disciple of political revolution and who linked
me up with being part of that army exploited
by capitalism.”

He also gave vent to his iron convictions,
demonstrating that even from prison he felt “the
urge to keep on struggling for construction of a
new society without excluding anybody.”

From the first time that I visited Francis-
co in the Modelo prison I wanted to recognise
his fortitude, his mystique, his example, and
I thought I would write an article about him
and his struggle. It’s better to offer our com-
rades in struggle the homage and recognition
they deserve while they are alive. Nevertheless,
given the harshness of conditions taken on by
militants in our country, we very often run into
eventualities like this, ominous ones.

Francisco was not expecting me. I was
there ready with my packet. It contained the
book “Fidel and Religion”, the “Political Con-
stitution”, and the latest editions of Voz - and
the highlighter you asked to me bring you at
our next encounter. The one after that would
be when I gave you an embrace of welcome
to freedom, after the amnesty. This wouldn’t
happen now and you can’t imagine how much
it hurts.

Francisco, now it’s raining in my heart
because of your absence. I can only render
you tribute by joining myself to your dreams,
gathering up your flags and your revolution-
ary commitment. You left us your commitment
expressed in your own handwriting:

“Comrades: I call upon all of you who
are on the outside and those of us who are [in
prison,] deprived of freedom, to keep on fight-
ing to build the Colombia that we want, in
peace and with social justice.”

For always, dear Francisco! You are now
one of the indispensable ones!

May 29, 2016
Source: www.pacocol.org

Translated by WT Whitney Jr - &
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Trump: Stoking a fire
Letter from America

Vijay Prashad

Donald Trump has awakened the
class animosity of white workers,
but real change is not possible
through him. A Trump presidency
would be dangerous not because
of what he would do but because
of what his supporters would do if
disappointed.

No-Yong Park came to the
United States in August 1921 from
Manchuria, where his Korean parents
had fled to escape from the Japanese
occupation. Park went to Europe
for his studies but found the conti-
nent inhospitable. Arriving in the
US, Park studied international rela-
tions, eventually doing his PhD from
Harvard University on China and
the League of Nations. Park’s keen
eye focussed on the trials in the US
during the Great Depression of the
1930s. In 1934, he published “An
Oriental View of American Civilisa-
tion”, which provided a witty look at
American society and its institutions.

“The Americans make business
their life and politics a joke,” he
wrote. “No one goes to the butcher
for a surgical operation. Nor does one
go to the barber for a dog licence,” he
ruminated. “But in order to be a ruler
of the state, no education, no experi-
ence, no examination, no licence is
necessary.” For political power in the
US, Park wrote, “any joker can throw
his hat into the ring and may be elect-
ed by the careless people.”

Looking back at the 1932 US
presidential election is instructive.
Herbert Hoover, the Republican
incumbent, bore the blame for the
Great Depression. It had happened on
his watch. Armies of the unemployed
moved into shanty towns, which they
named Hoovervilles. Hoover’s main
Democratic opponent, Franklin D
Roosevelt, came from establishment
stock. Roosevelt’s main plank was to
shrink the government and expand
US trade with the world. These were
policy positions much favoured by
the elite. During the election, there
was little sign that Roosevelt would
expand the US government and use
state spending to enhance economic
activity.

The tone of the campaign was
ugly, with Hoover calling Roo-
sevelt (correctly as it turned out) a
“chameleon in plaid” and Roosevelt
responding that Hoover was a “fat,
timid capon” (a capon being a roost-
er). Hoover felt that Roosevelt was
“very badly informed and of com-
parably little vision”. Roosevelt was
elected to three consecutive terms.
He died in office.

Park’s assessment that “Ameri-
cans make business their life and pol-
itics a joke” provides a window into
the ascent of Donald Trump. The real
estate developer has no pretensions to
being a politician. He is a business-
man, the author of the 1987 bestseller

“The Art of the Deal”, a person who
has no legislative experience and
no understanding of world affairs.
Trump’s prowess is not so much in
the world of business as in the world
of public relations — he is able to sell
himself as a successful businessman.

Business leaders in the US carry
the patina of masculine heroism:
Ford’s Lee Iacocca, Berkshire Hath-
away’s Warren Buffett, Microsoft’s
Bill Gates and Apple’s Steve Jobs.
Trump puts himself into that pan-
theon. On Fox News in 2015, Trump
said: “They say I’'m the best-known
businessman.” When he announced
his run for the presidency, Trump
said: “I don’t have to brag. I don’t
have to.” There is no embarrassment
here. Quite the contrary, the fact that
he can claim to be a successful busi-
nessman is sufficient to qualify him
for politics.

As with the Hoover-Roosevelt
race of 1932, the harsh person-
al attacks in the Republican race
amplify Park’s idea of US politics
as a joke. Trump pilloried each of
his opponents with the mastery of
advertisements. Jeb Bush, the broth-
er of George W Bush, became “Low
Energy” Jeb, while Florida Senator
Marco Rubio became “Little Marco”
and Texas Senator Ted Cruz became
“Lying Ted”. Each of these slurs
defined Trump’s opponents. They
were defeated by his belligerence
and mockery.

Now that Trump has all but
secured the Republican Party’s nom-
ination for President, the various
elites who had doubts about him have
settled their differences. The “Stop
Trump” movement was stopped in its
tracks, and while some of its adher-
ents continue to oppose Trump, the
bulk of them are making their peace
with him. Trump made a journey to

Donald Trump.

dissension; the conservative funder
and oil tycoon Charles Koch said
that Hillary Clinton might be better
than Trump. Koch, who has funded
some of the most bilious movements
in contemporary US history, said that
he believed that Hillary Clinton’s
“actions would be quite different than
her rhetoric”. Once in office, the bil-
lionaire suggested, Hillary Clinton
would not rattle the class structure.

Sanders’ battle

Nor would Trump. The institu-
tions of the US are so firmly erected
on behalf of the economic elites that
no President can change their core
commitment. Bernie Sanders, who
continues to run for the Democrat-

an embarrassment. Sanders has an
edge of danger. Sanders, who has had
extensive experience in the school of
politics, is treated as a novice, while
Trump has been anointed with his
business background to leadership.
Park’s slogan, about business and
jokers, is appropriate.

Trump’s idiosyncratic political
positions for someone of the Republi-
can Party, such as his hesitancy about
free trade and about military inter-
vention, confounds the one percent
class. For it, “free trade” and globali-
sation have been bonanzas. It is this
class that has benefited from the out-
sourced jobs and the desert cities of
the former industrial belt in the US.
It makes its money along the global

Now that Trump has all but secured the
Republican Party’s nomination for President,
the various elites who had doubts about
him have settled their differences.

Washington, DC, where he buried the
hatchet with Paul Ryan, the Speaker
of the US House of Representatives
and a popular establishment Republi-
can. The joint statement they released
after their meeting shows that what
unites them is less agreement on
principle and policy and more on
their adversary: “The United States
cannot afford another four years of
the Obama White House, which is
what Hillary Clinton represents.”
Antipathy to Hillary Clinton is
the glue. Although even here there is
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ic nomination against Hillary Clin-
ton, finds the road to his ascent far
steeper than Trump found for his run.
Despite victories in a number of pri-
mary elections, the media continue
to report about the impossibility of
Sanders’ ambitions.

Sanders, a democratic socialist,
has an agenda that while not pledged
to expropriate the one percent is
nonetheless talking about reforms
that displease the elite. They find it
more important to stop Sanders than
to stop Trump. Trump, for them, is
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commodity chain and in the financial
sector. Little of this investment and
profit are shared with the American
working class, which suffers from a
decline in living standards.

Trump stood as the standard-
bearer of the dislocated section of the
white working class, who had previ-
ously been riled up to vote Republi-
can on issues such as abortion and
guns. These issues mattered little to
Trump, who spoke on all sides of
them without harm. His main appeal
lay in his challenge to the “free trade”
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orthodoxy. But Trump will not be
able to deliver on his promises. A
Trump presidency would be danger-
ous not because of what he would do
but because of what his supporters
would do if disappointed.

They are red hot with enthusi-
asm. This is the danger of the Trump
phenomenon. He has promised what
he cannot deliver, and what no US
President can deliver without a
major change in class power over
the institutions.

Failure of the Trump agenda will
lead to more than disappointment
amongst this section. Trump knows
this. He speaks with an edge of vio-
lence in his voice. When it appeared
as if he might not get the nomination,
Trump warned: “I think you’d have
riots.” When protesters come to his
rallies, Trump channels the violence
in the room. “I’d like to punch him in
the face,” he said of one protester in
Las Vegas. Violence saturates the ral-
lies. Expectations of victory are high
for his supporters. Trump’s likely loss
in the November elections will draw
the frustration towards violence.

It is inevitable. Previews are
common. Last August, Scott and
Steve Leader of Boston beat a home-
less Mexican man with a metal pole,
broke his nose and then urinated on
him. “Donald Trump was right,” said
Steve Leader. “All these illegals need
to be deported.”

Trump might, in Park’s terms, be
a joker. But he is a dangerous clown.
He has awakened the class animos-
ity of white workers. But he can
only offer them bigotry as coin. Real
change is not possible through him.
Nor through his opponent.

This is what is most worrisome
about the near future for the US.
Frontline ( India) &
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Left unity challenge

Conn Hallinan

For the past quarter of a century,
there have been few watershed
moments in Spanish political his-
tory. Like a well-choreographed
pas de deux, the centre-left Social-
ist Workers Party (PSOE) and
right-wing Popular Party (PP)
have taken turns governing the
country.

But the 2015 election changed
all that. Upstart parties on the right
and left crashed the ball, punished the
two major parties, and forced another
round of voting on June 26 that could
be a turning point in a growing cam-
paign to roll back austerity policies
that have spread poverty and unem-
ployment throughout the continent.

Last December’s vote saw the
ruling PP drop 63 seats and lose its
majority. But voters chastised the
Socialists as well, with the party
losing 20 seats. Many of the seats that
formerly went to the two major par-
ties shifted to the left-wing Podem-
os Party and, to a lesser degree, the
rightist Ciudadanos Party. In the cur-
rent parliament, the PP controls 123
seats, the Socialists 90, Podemos 69,
and Ciudadanos 40. Regional parties
of Basques, Catalans and Canary
Island independents hold 28 seats.
The parliament has 350 seats and a
ruling majority is 176.

The new election was forced
when none of the parties could form
a working majority. The PP and
Ciudadanos are on the same page
politically, but together fall short of
a majority. The Socialists, Podem-
os, and the regional parties-most
of which are leftist to one extent or
another-could have formed a govern-
ment, but the Socialist Party refuses
to have anything to do with Catalan
separatists.

While polls indicate that Span-
iards are likely to vote pretty much
the same way they did in December,
a new kid on the block has altered
the electoral terrain and raised the
pressure on the centre-left Socialists
to make a choice: follow the lead of
Portugal, where the Socialist Party
formed a united front with the Left
Bloc and the Communist/Green alli-
ance, or imitate the Social Democrats
in Germany and join a “grand coali-
tion” and make common cause with
the right?

(Some of) the left
unites for next election

The “new kid” is “Unidos
Podemos” (“United We Can”), a
coalition of Podemos and the United
Left (UL). No one expects the new
alliance to win a majority, but most
analysts predict that under Spain’s
quirky election system the coalition
could increase its representation by
25 percent, or somewhere between
15 to 20 seats. That would vault
the new formation past the PSOE,
making United Podemos (UP) the
second largest bloc in the parliament.
The PP is still number one and on
track to slightly increase the 29 per-
cent they received in the last election.

Spain’s election geography is
heavily weighted toward rural areas,
where the PP and Socialist Party are
strong. While it takes 128,000 votes
to elect someone in Madrid, it only
takes 38,000 in some arcas of the
countryside. The rules also favour
regional depth over broad support.
In December, the UL won almost
a million votes but only got two
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Leader of the Spanish Socialist Workers' Party Pedro Sanchez (left) waves to supporters on the campaign frail in Valencia on December 13, 2015.

representatives. Other parties aver-
aged one seat for every 60,000 votes.

United Podemos has internal ten-
sions, but both parties have put these
aside for the moment. For instance,
Podemos supports continued mem-
bership in NATO, while United
Left opposes the military alliance.
The UL is also opposed to the cur-
rent structure of the European Union
and calls for a “refounding” of the
organisation.

What both agree on is ending
Spain’s punishing austerity regime
and confronting the country’s stag-
gering unemployment. The national
jobless rate is 21 percent, with a cat-
astrophic 45.5 percent for youth 25
and under. The education system is
in a state of collapse, and there is a
national housing crisis. In the face of
those conditions, the UP has decided
to shelve disagreements over NATO
and the EU and make common cause.

This is almost exactly what the
left did in Portugal, where disagree-
ments on NATO and the EU were
sidelined in favour of freezing priva-
tisations, rolling back tax increases,
increasing the minimum wage, and
augmenting funding for education
and medical care. There is no ques-
tion that differences will eventually
surface, but the Portuguese left has
decided that when the house is burn-
ing down, saving the inhabitants
takes precedent. Whether the Span-
ish Socialist Party will take that step
is an open question.

Divides over foreign
alignments and
regional issues

In some ways the divisions of the
left in Spain are narrower than they
are in the Portuguese alliance: part of
the UP-specifically Podemos-backs
NATO membership and the EU. But
the PSOE’s opposition to Catalan
independence is a major roadblock
to an alliance with the UP. Podem-
os also believes Catalonia should
remain part of Spain, but it supports
the right of the Catalans to hold a ref-
erendum on the issue.

The Socialist Party’s hostil-
ity to Catalan independence allies
it with the PP and Ciudadanos. The
latter was formed to oppose Catalan
independence, and the PP has led a

mean-spirited campaign against Bar-
celona. When Catalans banned bull-
fighting, Madrid made bull-fighting a
“national cultural heritage” to thwart
the ban. When Catalans flew their
nationalist “Estelada” flag at the
Copa Del Rey soccer match finals
in Madrid, the government tried to
block it. A court stopped the authori-
ties from banning the flag, and Bar-
celona defeated Madrid in the match.

PP leader and acting Prime Min-
ister, Mariano Rajoy, is pressing the
Socialists to join a grand coalition
that, so far, the latter has resisted. But
the PSOE is deeply split. Some in the
Party would rather bed down with the
right than break bread with Podemos
United. Others are afraid that, if the
Socialist Party enters a grand alliance
with the Popular Party, the Socialists
will end up suffering the consequenc-
es. Centre-left parties that join with
centre-right parties tend to do badly
come election time.

The Greek Socialist Party
(PASOK) was decimated by the left-
wing Syriza Party after the former

in Portugal and Spain, for instance,
support paying off their countries
debts to European banks and the
International Monetary Fund (IMF).
The Portuguese Socialist Party’s alli-
ance partners, as well as the Spanish
United Left, think the debt is unpay-
able and, in any case, unfair because
most of the debt is the result of the
2008 economic crisis brought on by
the irresponsible speculation of pri-
vate banks. Speculators may have
lost the money, but the taxpayers are
picking up the tab.

There is a potential path out of
the current situation, but it will have
to overcome powerful interests and
a deeply flawed economic system.
Those “interests” are the debt hold-
ers, ranging from governments to the
European Central Bank and the IMF.

The flaw is built into the euro-
zone, which is made up of the 19
countries in the 28-member Euro-
pean Union that use the common
currency, the euro. As economist
Thomas Piketty puts it, the eurozone
has “a single currency with 19 dif-

Will Spain
show the way?

Can it be done? It won’t be easy,
but Germany is increasingly isolated,
and countries in the southern tier of
the eurozone are desperate for relief
from the endless rounds of austerity.
They are also no longer convinced
that such a strategy will lower their
debt burdens and stimulate their
economies. In fact, most of the debt
is unpayable no matter how much
austerity is applied.

There are some wild cards in the
upcoming election. Both the PP and
PSOE have been tarred with the cor-
ruption brush, and two former Social-
ist governors of Andalusia have just
been charged with illegal payments
to supporters. Turnout will likely be
lower than in the December election,
but the left’s effective grassroots
organisations may offset that.

The Spanish elections arrive at a
critical time for the European Union,
and a Madrid government that resists
the increasingly discredited econom-

Speculators may have lost the
money, but the taxpayers are
picking up the tab.

went into a grand coalition with the
right. The Liberal Democratic Par-
ty’s (LDP) alliance with the Conserv-
ative Party in the UK turned out to
be a disaster. The LDP barely exists
today. And the German Social Dem-
ocrats’ (SPD) grand coalition with
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s Chris-
tian Democratic Union has seen the
once-mighty SPD slip below 20 per-
cent in the polls. In Spain, the mantel
of “the left” would clearly shift to the
UP alliance, something that many in
the Socialist Party deeply fear.

Democratising Europe
There are profound differences

among the European left, making

unity difficult. The Socialist parties

ferent public debts, 19 interest rates
upon which the financial markets are
completely free to speculate, 19 cor-
porate tax rates in unbridled com-
petition with one another, without a
common social safety net or shared
educational standard this cannot pos-
sibly work, and never will.”

The current European parliament
includes non-eurozone members and
is largely powerless. Decisions are
largely made by the unelected Troika
— the IMF, the European Central
Bank, and the European Commis-
sion. One thing that could be done
immediately would be to institute a
common corporate tax rate, which
could be used to finance infrastruc-
ture improvements and education.

ic strategy of the troika could shift
the balance.

That, however, will depend on
whether the Socialist Party decides
to join with the left or go into a grand
coalition with the right.

A failure by the left to unite will
open the door for Europe’s resur-
gent far right, whose xenophobia
and racism have gained ground all
over the continent. The only way to
effectively counter the far right is to
democratise the European Union and
pursue economic policies that will
provide jobs and raise living stand-
ards. Only the left can deliver such
a program.
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Words are
not enough

In just under a two weeks we will
be standing at a polling station,
having our say on who should be
leading our country. When think-
ing through your voting decision,
we ask that you look to who has
made firm commitments to the
health and wellbeing of every
Australian. Who is standing up

for suicide prevention?

In addition to months of numer-
ous meetings in our nation’s capi-
tal, we have sent letters to all MPs
and candidates, reinforcing the need
to stand with us and our members
to prevent suicide. I am pleased to
report that from almost 750 letters,
we are receiving daily statements of
commitment and requests for con-
stituent meetings. This tells us that
the local drive to build community
capacity is ready to be harnessed at
a party level.

Today we want to share with
you a public manifesto for suicide
prevention, to complement the mes-
sages shared so far by Mental Health
Australia, Action Agenda for Sui-
cide Prevention and others in the
sector.

Most importantly, this document
offers the incoming government a
clear path for action to contribute to
our shared goal of halving suicides
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in ten years. We hope that it will also
assist members of the public, partic-
ularly those with a lived experience
of suicide, to continue to advocate
for suicide prevention to be seen as
a public health priority above politi-
cal debate.

It’s great that many of the par-
ties and politicians are talking about
mental health and suicide prevention
in the lead up to the election. This
is the first time we have seen such a
level of public conversation at elec-
tion time and it shows how far we’ve
come.

But what are the parties actually
saying about mental health and sui-
cide prevention?

As we say in the manifesto, at
this stage, these are just words on a
page. Words are not enough. We call
on the 45th Parliament to stand up
and take urgent action to stop suicide
and keep people alive.

Thank you as always for your

support. Many voices working

toward one goal can make a real
difference.

Sue

Suicide Prevention Australia

Bushwalks not bullets

The Great North Walk winds 250
kilometres from central Sydney to
downtown Newcastle, over moun-
tains and across rivers, and is one
of Australia’s oldest and most
popular walking tracks.

But this much loved bush walk is
under fire, with a section of the walk
shut by National Parks and Wildlife
Service and the police to allow two
recently constructed and poorly situ-
ated shooting ranges at the Hornsby
rifle range to operate.

This cannot be allowed to
continue.

This is a precious piece of
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public land, is a National Park and
if a shooting range is causing seri-
ous danger to bushwalkers then the
response must be to fix the range,
not close the walk.

Join us at the Great North Walk
on Saturday June 26 at 10am for a
2.5 hour return walk, meeting at the
bottom of Rosemead Road, Hornsby.

We will be visiting the Benowie
Track that has been shut down and
calling for “Bushwalks Not Bullets”.

While the track is safely travelled
by hundreds of people regardless of
the closure signs, given that there
are signs warning of the danger we’d
recommend that kids not be brought
along.

For RSVPs or any questions,
don’t hesitate to contact my office
on (02) 9230 3030

David.Shoebridge
Australian Greens

Cult

by
Rob Gow

Mohammed Ali and US gun violence

The death of Muhammad Ali brought forth
the usual media avalanche of tributes,
most of which concentrated on his sporting
record. Ali however was much more than
that, as the following extracts from the trib-
ute in the journal Foreign Policy In Focus
by Phyllis Bennis show. Ms Bennis is direc-
tor of the New Internationalism Project at
the USA’s Institute for Policy Studies.

“In the history of our movements for peace
and for justice, the most strategic activists, ana-
lysts, and cultural workers were always those
who understood the centrality of racism at the
core of US wars. They grasped the ways in
which US militarism relied on racism at home
to recruit its cannon-fodder and to build public
support for wars against ‘the other’ — be they
Vietnamese, Cambodians, Nicaraguans, Iraqis,
Syrians, Libyans, Somalis, Yemenis, Afghans,
or anyone else.

“It was Muhammad Ali who first described
the Vietnam-era draft as ‘white people sending
black people to fight yellow people to protect
the country they stole from the red people’. He
said no to the draft, refused to step forward to
accept the legitimacy of the coerced registra-
tion, and was convicted of felony draft resist-
ance. Even though he faced years in prison,
he insisted, “I ain’t got no quarrel with them
Vietcong.’

“What’s perhaps less well known, but abso-
lutely consistent with this man of extraordinary
principle, is Ali’s 1974 statement in Beirut.
That year, Ali visited refugee camps filled with
Palestinians dispossessed of their homes in
the 1947-1948 Nakba, or ‘catastrophe’ — the

war that attended the founding of the state of
Israel. After visiting the camps, Ali announced,
‘I declare support for the Palestinian struggle to
liberate their homeland.’

“All of those statements were massively
controversial at the time.

“Not least, Ali’s initial resistance to the
draft led to his being excluded from profession-
al boxing for years. Yet the boxer and the anti-
war and anti-racism movements he was a part
of continued their work. And Ali’s own pres-
ence, principles, and influence was such that in
later years the tributes poured in — including his
memorable lighting of the Olympic flame at the
otherwise corporate-controlled, ultra-establish-
ment 1996 Atlanta games. ...

“His incandescent presence that night
made undeniably clear, once again, that the
movements against war and racism that Ali so
eloquently spoke for — and that he remained
such an elemental and principled part of —
had already succeeded in transforming public
discourse, if not yet public policy, across the
United States.”

As Ali discovered, the USA is run by big
business, corporate heavyweights whose prin-
cipal concern is how to increase their profits.
And their biggest profit-making enterprise by
far is war and preparation for war. To assist in
this noble endeavour they keep the American
people in a constant state of paranoia, afraid of
foreigners, their neighbours, gays, the home-
less, the UN, “black helicopters” and their own
government. One consequence of this all-per-
vading paranoia is a country awash with guns
in private hands and a culture of promoting

gun violence as contributing to one’s personal
safety.

As Marian Wright Edelman, President of
the USA’s Children’s Defence Fund points
out, however, “a gun in the home makes the
likelihood of homicide three times higher, sui-
cide three to five times higher, and accidental
death four times higher. For each time a gun in
the home injures or kills in self-defence, there
are 11 completed and attempted gun suicides,
seven gun criminal assaults and homicides, and
four unintentional shooting deaths or injuries.”

In short, guns do not make people safer.
Quite the opposite, in fact. We already knew
that, of course, but powerful business and
political interests campaign constantly to
keep Americans armed, with horrendous con-
sequences. Over 35 thousand Americans are
killed by guns every year! Edelman again:
“Black, American Indian, and Alaska Native
children and teens are disproportionately likely
to die from a gun. These horrendous facts are
not acts of God. They are our indefensible
choices as Americans.”

After the latest massacre in Orlando, it
beggars belief that the gun lobby would still
argue that it is everyone’s “right” to own a gun
(or even lots of guns). Gun deaths in the US
are clearly a huge public health crisis but even
researching the prevention of gun injuries and
fatalities by US public health agencies has been
blocked by Congress for the last 20 years!

Marian Edelman says: “We cannot stay
numb, cowed or intimidated by bullies who
value profits over human life.” Howev-
er, ending the USA’s national gun violence

epidemic under capitalism is no easy task. Even
opponents of gun ownership are so browbeat-
en they hesitate to even call for the banning of
assault weapons or ammunition clips that effec-
tively turn sporting rifles into machine guns.

Incredibly, despite tens of thousands of
people dying from gunfire in the US every
year, guns remain the country’s only unregu-
lated consumer product. However, some of the
steps US anti-gun activists call on people to
take are truly astonishing, such as “Make clear
that you will not let your child play in a house
with unlocked guns”. Well, duh! Perhaps not so
astonishing in the United States when you real-
ise that one in three homes there with children
also has a gun in it!

No wonder the Brady Centre to Prevent
Gun Violence and the American Academy of
Paediatrics have thought it worthwhile to pro-
duce a pledge called Asking Saves Kids (ASK)
which calls on adults to ask about guns in the
homes where their children play. It clearly
meets a need, as more than 19 million parents
and grandparents have taken the pledge.

On the other hand, a move that has the
potential to be very productive but has yet to get
effectively off the ground is to get US workers’
superannuation schemes to divest themselves
of any investments in gun and ammunition
companies.

For Americans, the nightmare of Orlando
is all too likely to reappear in their neighbour-
hood, at any time. To prevent such a thing will
require fundamental changes in the country’s
culture — and economic system. &
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Film review by Bill Myer

Junction 4

“A great movie is one that is not
necessarily well made, but one
that you can’t get out of your
mind,” says Israeli director Udi
Aloni of his award-winning Junc-
tion 48. This is what he hopes for
with this film that addresses the
contemporary rap music scene in
the Tel Aviv suburb of Lod.

The only Palestine-themed film
at New York’s Tribeca Film Festi-
val in New York this year was far
better than unforgettable, and actu-
ally garnered the Best International
Narrative Feature award. The jury
proclaimed, “This award goes to a
phenomenal, stand-out, powerful,
thoughtful movie. It offers a new per-
spective and insightful approach to a
story about how to be different and
live together.”

The highly expressive Aloni,
who directed the equally unforgetta-
ble Local Angel back in 2002, has a
firm grip on the realities of the Pal-
estinian struggle. This film follows
Kareem (Tamer Nafar), the “first
Arab rapper,” who when confronted
about his lyrics says he’s not politi-
cal, just writing about his real life.

The Israeli city of Lod was once
the Palestinian city of Lyd, a town
where a railway passed through. The
film gets its title from the fact that in
1948, tens of thousands of Palestin-
ians were exiled from Lyd, shipped
out on rails in order to resettle the
town with Jews. It’s now become a
mixed city with severe crime, drugs
and prostitution, and of course a
heavy police presence.

Kareem’s parents are concerned
about directing their son away from
these temptations. They are musi-
cians who perform traditional music,
in contrast to their son’s rap style.
One scene shows them performing
at a political meeting with photos of
Lenin on the wall. Kareem is close to
his father, who plays the kanoun, an
instrument in the harp family. When
his father dies in a tragic car crash,
his mother, seemingly overcompen-
sating for the heavy loss, becomes a
faith healer and mind reader, “treat-
ing” the superstitious local commu-
nity. After it appears she is becoming
obsessed with her newfound panacea,
Kareem says, “I’d rather have her as
a communist than a faith healer.”

The film is inspired by the real-
life experiences of musician Tamer
Nafar, who co-wrote and acted in the
movie. Tamer started the Arab hip-
hop movement in 2000, and was also
featured in Local Angel along with
his group called DAM. That film also
featured Aloni’s well known activ-
ist mother, Shulamit, who appears
in a memorable scene with Arafat
when he was barricaded in his office

Junction 48.

building just before he died. She
passed away just two years ago, and
Aloni dedicated his new film to her
in memory of her activism, including
“single-handedly making homosexu-
ality legal in Israel.”

The action-packed Junction 48
has a contemporary music sound-
track, but often when traditional
music is used, it dissolves into rap
music in a very clever musical way.
Showing the continuity of culture,
and the integration of rap in a tradi-
tional society, it uses music to under-
score the daily challenges of life as
second-class citizens. Kareem’s next-
door friend gets involved in drug
dealing, and when his house is bull-
dozed, his stash is destroyed. Unable
to pay off his drug supplier, he meets
an unfortunate end. His friends give
a concert on the pile of rubble left
from his home.

Before the film was screened at
Tribeca, the director dedicated it to
the late Juliano Mer Khamis, actor,
director and founder of the Jenin
Freedom Theatre. He reminded the
audience of the time he showed
Juliano’s powerful film Arna’s Chil-
dren back in 2004 at Tribeca. Aloni
credited Juliano with teaching him
how to “dance the move of the bi-
national culture.” Juliano’s Jewish
mother, Arna, was the founder of the
Jenin Freedom Theatre and the focus
of the film. His Palestinian father,
along with mother, were both com-
munists in the early founding years
of the state of Israel. Juliano used to
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say facetiously that he “embodies the
Arab-Israeli conflict.”

Director Udi Aloni along with
the three lead actors answered ques-
tions at length after the screening.
They emphasised how the last scene
of the film appeared ominous about
women’s rights. Aloni, most likely
influenced by his mother’s activism,
stated we must “take off our ideo-
logical glasses. It’s not only that Pal-
estinians are good, and Israelis bad.
There is not one story, or one narra-
tive. There is also a fight for wom-
en’s rights. How do you fight for both
things? You can’t fight for gay rights
and say £*** the Palestinians.”

When asked if he had trouble
filming in Israel, he ironically replied,
“I’m a white Ashkenazi Jew in Israel.
It’s pure democracy for me. But more
and more of this will disappear.”

Tamer recapitulated his charac-
ter’s role saying, “He’s not politi-
cal. He doesn’t want to be political,
but everything is. He stands with
his friend whose house is demol-
ished, not for political reasons, but
he’s forced to be political. He has to
find humanity, he wants to feel like
a human being, fall in love. Young
Arabs want to find normalcy through
their own music.”

At the 66th Berlin International
Film Festival Junction 48 won the
Audience Award. It’s what the direc-
tor hoped for — “a movie you can’t
get out of your mind.”
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Union leaders’ ovtrage at
Orlando massacre

Union leaders expressed horror and out-
rage at a gunman’s mass killing of 49
people, and wounding of 53 more, at an
Orlando, Florida, club that catered to gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgender people.
Several leaders again demanded increased
gun control.

The unionists, including Randi Weingarten,
the openly gay president of the American Fed-
eration of Teachers, joined other leaders across
the ideological spectrum in condemning the
massacre and expressing sympathy for the vic-
tims and their families. The exception: Donald
Trump, the presumed Republican presidential
nominee, in a harsh speech, spewed hatred of
Muslims, instead. Other statements included:

“Hatred and violence have no place in a
civilised society,” said Jerame Davis, execu-
tive director of Pride@Work, the AFL-CIO
constituency group for gay-lesbian-bisexual-
transgendered unionists. “Our hearts break for
the families of the Orlando massacre as we wait
for more information about this horrific attack.
Until then, we can only honour the victims and
their families by working to make sure this
never happens again.”

AFT’s Weingarten added the carnage in
Orlando again proves the need to curb the avail-
ability of such weapons of mass destruction.
One of the large prior massacres occurred in
an elementary school in Newtown, Connecti-
cut, she noted.

“I don’t know where to begin,” she said.
“Fifty dead, many more wounded, in the worst
mass shooting in American history. I am sick
and heartbroken. I pray for the recovery of
those who are wounded, and my heart goes out
to the dead and their families and loved ones.

“While we wait for the details, we must find
the courage to extend compassion to one anoth-
er, not expand hate. Texas Lieutenant Gover-
nor Dan Patrick and others are already trying
to divide us by insinuating that the victims —
because they are part of the LGBTQ commu-
nity — deserved to die. Others have seized on
the gunman’s name to promote hate against
Muslims.” Patrick, like Trump, is a Republican.

“The victims are not to blame. Our Muslim
neighbours are not to blame,” Weingarten con-
tinued. “If we want to assign blame, let us look
to the culture of radicalisation and fear that
creates hatred. Let us look to the outrageous
laws that make it easier for gunmen to acquire
assault rifles than it will be for members of the
LGBTQ community to donate much-needed
blood for the victims of this crime.

| B

“The weapon used in Orlando is a kind
of military-style assault rifle,” a type of semi-
automatic weapon that was also used “by Adam
Lanza when he murdered innocent children and
educators at Sandy Hook Elementary School in
Newtown, Connecticut.” That style of weapon
was also “used in San Bernardino, California.
In Aurora, Colorado. In Portland, Oregan.

“Let us find the political courage to pass
common sense laws to make it harder to commit
these crimes. And let us find the moral courage
to use this tragedy to build bridges and open our
hearts, not to build walls and further hatred.”

“We express our deepest condolences for
everyone affected by the deadly shooting,
including the victims, their families, the police
force and the medical professionals,” said
Steelworkers President Leo Gerard.

“In the labour movement, we live by the
fundamental belief that an injury to one is an
injury to all. This event was not just an attack
on the LGBT community or on the attendees
of the Pulse nightclub; it was an attack on all
Americans who have the right to be free.
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“As a union, we pledge to continue work-
ing to secure the right of everyone in this nation
and in this world to live their lives free from
violence and hatred, regardless of race, gender
identity or expression, sexual orientation, or
religion. In the words of the Reverend Martin
Luther King, ‘Injustice anywhere is a threat to
justice everywhere.””

“There is no room in our country for such
hatred, yet such tragedies are occurring far too
often,” the Communications Workers said.
“However, it’s clear that LGBTQ people were
targeted by the gunman. We call on this country
to replace hate with love.

“Shamefully, some elements already are
using this horrific tragedy to push their political
agenda and are condemning President Obama
for his call to our nation to respect all people
and all faiths. We stand with the President who
has called this massacre an act of terror, in this
case directed at LGBTQ Americans, and join
all Americans who are sickened by the con-
tinuing carnage and loss of innocent life in our
nation. ...We join in the demand for changes
that will restore responsible gun ownership to
communities across the nation.”

“This was an attack on all of us,” said
Hector Sanchez, Executive Director of the
Labor Council for Latin American Advance-
ment, the AFL-CIO constituency group for
Latino workers. Many of the Orlando victims
are Latinos, as the club was hosting a Latin
American-themed night.

Service Employees President Mary Kay
Henry said her union also stands in solidari-
ty with the lesbian-gay-bisexual-transgender
community and that it will renew its efforts for
stringent gun controls.

“We are reminded that the LGBTQ com-
munity has long been the target of hate and vio-
lence in their fight for freedom to love,” said
Henry, who is gay. “In the past year alone, Afri-
can Americans in a church, health care workers

il

in a women’s health clinic and our union’s
members attending a holiday party have lost
their lives. We must all stand united against all
forms of hatred and violence.

“Together, we demand our nation does eve-
rything to ensure that no more families have to
feel this pain, sadness and loss ever again. It’s
long past time for our nation to do something
about gun violence in our communities.”

“We stand in solidarity with the LGBT
people who were the direct targets of this ter-
rorist attack, and the larger communities they
represent, sadly, by this most recent act of ter-
rorist violence,” said Stuart Appelbaum, presi-
dent of the Jewish Labour Committee.

“This was not just an attack on the LGBT
communities of Orlando, but on freedom itself,
on the basic principles of cultural openness,
diversity and tolerance. Indeed, our way of
life,” added Appelbaum, who is also president
of the Retail, Wholesale and Department Store
Union.

Appelbaum, who is gay, said “standing
with the victims is not enough” and must be fol-
lowed by serious state and federal gun control
laws — despite the gun lobby — and that “homo-
phobia, racism, anti-Semitism, and Islamopho-
bia must be all be challenged wherever they
rear their ugly heads, and we call on leaders in
our communities and organisations to speak out
clearly and consistently on this.”

“Internationally, Islamist extremism, with
religious and political components, provides
inspiration to as well as support for terrorist
acts such as that in Orlando. The full weight of
the free world must be brought to bear to break
its hold” without, however, demonising Islam
or legitimising Islamophobia. Radical Islamism
“is an extreme minority movement,” Appel-
baum pointed out.

People’s World &

Communist Parly of Australia

WWWw.Ccpda.org.au

General Secretary
Bob Briton
enal: gensec@cpa.org.au

Party President
Vinnie Molina
emal: president@cpa.org.au

cpa@cpa.org.au

Adelaide Bob Briton postal: PO Box 612, Port Adelaide BC, SA 5015
phone: 0418 894 366 emill: sa@cpa.org.au vieh: www.adelaidecommunists.org

Brisbane posiol PO Box 6012, Manly, Qld 4179 phone: 0499 476 540
emal: bris@cpa.org.au

Canberra Ruben Duran phone: 0421 049 602 emil: act@cpa.org.au
Darwin Vinnie Molina phone: 0419 812 872 email: darwin@cpa.org.au
Melbourne Andrew Irving

postal: Box 3 Trades Hall, Lygon St, Carlton Sth Vic 3053
phone: 03 9639 1550 emuil: cpavic@cpa.org.au

Head Office (Sydney)
postal: 74 Buckinghom St, Surry Hills, 2010

phone: 02 9699 8844 1. 02 2699 9833 cuil: info@cpo.org.cu

Newcastle ¢nl: newcastle@cpa.org.au

Perth Vinnie Molina postd: PO Box 98, North Perth, WA 6906

phone: 0419 812 872 emill: perth@cpa.org.au

Riverina Allan Hamilton
posicl: 2/57 Cooper St, Cootamundra, NSW 2590

emall: riverina@cpa.org.au

Sydney Wayne Sonter

postil: 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010 phone: 02 9699 8844
Tasmania Bob Briton phone: 0418 894 366 enil: tas@cpa.org.au



