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Workers’ retirement funds

Rich fax gra

Anna Pha

The Treasurer Scott Morrison dropped a
bombshell upsetting many Coalition sup-
porters and some in government in the
2016-17 budget. Concerned about the
burgeoning budget deficit and public opin-
ion he proposed a number of measures to
curb some of the excesses of the wealthy in
superannuation.

These included:
* a $1.6 million cap on the total amount of
super than can be transferred into retirement
phase accounts
increasing the tax to 30 cents on
concessional* contributions for people on
incomes over $300,000
a lifetime cap of $500,000 on non-
concessional contributions
lowering the concessional contribution
caps so that individuals can contribute
up to $25,000 per annum pre-tax to
superannuation.

These could be described as a move in the
right direction, but in reality only tinker at the
edges and fail to address the real, underlying
issues and inequalities.
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On the trail of
election spin

The superannuation system is seriously
flawed in many respects. Apart from the tax
rorting (see below) there are other inequalities.
Workers on low incomes, women in particular,
people with a disability or chronic illness and
people who have had long periods out of the
workforce are seriously discriminated against
in outcomes.

There are no guarantees of what funds
there will be at the point of retirement. Work-
ers take all the risks as many found out during
the global financial crisis.

The average account balance in industry
funds at June 30, 2015 was $36,000, with a
gap between males and females of as much as
$20,000 in some age groups.

In summary in the present situation:

We have a super system that rewards the
rich and has little to offer those on low incomes.

We have an age pension system which pun-
ishes through means and assets testing those
who save or have saved and want to improve
their quality of life. The government’s answer
to live off the assets in your family home!

The Turnbull government also has plans
to make it more difficult to qualify for the age
pension by including savings in super funds as

assets and part of the family home above a cer-
tain threshold.

It will do this by “improving the target-
ing of Australian Government payments by
increasing the assets test thresholds and the
withdrawal rate at which pensions are reduced
once the threshold is exceeded ...”

According to budget estimates it would rob
retirees of $2.4 billion over the five years to
2018-19.

One of the main aims of compulsory super-
annuation contributions is to wind back the age
pension and replace it with self-funded retire-
ment. In terms of this aim, the system has so far
been an abject failure. It is just not working in
this regard, nor does it look set to in the fore-
seeable future.

But it has proved to be a highly successful
vehicle for tax avoidance by the wealthy, one
usually recommended by financial advisers.

Tax rorts

Former Treasurer Joe Hockey commis-
sioned a report into the financial system by
David Murray, former CEO of the Common-
wealth Bank of Australia, who headed the
inquiry.
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He noted that “the large number of individ-
uals with very large superannuation balances
suggests the superannuation system is being
used for purposes other than providing retire-
ment incomes. He was right.

Murray showed that two percent of
accounts accounted for 30 percent of super
assets, and 10 percent of accounts for 60 per-
cent. Self-managed super funds (SMSFs) now
control a third of all super assets (that is, $650
million out of a total of $2.1 billion).

These tax concessions include income paid
into funds at a concessional tax rate of 15 cents
or in some circumstances 30 cents in the dollar
instead of at a marginal rate of 49 cents in the
dollar.

The profit on investments within the fund
is taxed at 15 cents instead of a marginal rate of
49 cents in the dollar. On retirement or during
the transition to retirement (working part-time),
funds are tax-free when withdrawn.

Continued on page 2
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CSIRO cuts — capitalist vandalism

People living on Australia’s eastern seaboard have been belted
by extreme weather lately. The freak storms and bucketing rainfall
raised questions in many minds about the future. How will we
stay safe, secure our homes and access transport if we regularly
confront weather like this? The scientific consensus is that rising
temperatures will be accompanied by increasingly frequent extreme
weather events.

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull made this point while elec-
tioneering in flood devastated areas of Tasmania before attempting
to sidestep some obvious questions about his role on the issues.
“Certainly, larger and more frequent storms are one of the conse-
quences that the climate models and climate scientists predict from
global warming but you cannot attribute any particular storm to
global warming, so let’s be quite clear about that. And the same
scientists would agree with that.”

Turnbull earned his reputation as a more modern thinker over
the question of climate change. He opposed the climate change
denial consensus in the parliamentary Liberal Party and paid
the price. Back as leader with the Prime Minister’s position to
boot, the hollowness of his earlier commitment is on display. He
is as beholden to the fossil fuel lobby as any of his predecessors.
He now sells the Coalition’s “Direct Action Plan” for emissions
reduction after acknowledging, as a backbencher, that it was a
waste of money. And his government is standing by as CSIRO
management continues to trash its reputation as an internationally
respected national science agency.

The latest embarrassment was the sacking of world-leading
expert on rising sea levels, Dr John Church. He was still at sea
when he was called and told he was “potentially redundant” as a
result of the deep cuts to CSIRO staffing. Two weeks before the call,
Dr Church had discovered five reef islands of the Solomon Islands
had disappeared as a result of the particularly rapid rise in sea
levels in the region. “I was OK during the call but it is certainly
not a nice feeling to have what you have worked for — for so many
years — thrown on the scrap heap,” Dr Church told Fairfax Media.

The sea level expert is not the only victim of what has been
called a period of “self-harm” at the CSIRO since the former
Silicon Valley venture capitalist, Larry Marshall, took charge.
He claims the CSIRO should move out of climate monitoring and
modelling and into measures for adapting to climate change and
mitigation. Marshall’s road forward, aside from taking the axe to
275 jobs in the agency, is not clear to the international scientific
community. They are outraged. A letter signed by 2,900 scientists,
including one third from the US, had this to say: “The decision to
decimate a vibrant and world-leading research program shows a
lack of insight, and a misunderstanding of the importance of the
depth and significance of Australian contributions to global and
regional climate research.”

Those things targeted for the chopping block include CSIRO’s
ice research lab and key Antarctic science activities. Gone, too,
is the paleo-climate science unit at CSIRO’s Aspendale site in
south-eastern Melbourne. All these attacks on climate monitoring
are happening as the agency’s Cape Grim site in Tasmania reports
the atmosphere’s baseline carbon dioxide levels have exceeded 400
parts per million for the first time.

Nothing is safe from the huckstering new style of management,
not even the iconic Parkes Observatory. There is lots of talk abut
“value propositions” and “engagement models” but not much
about commitment to scientific research. This is what happens
when capitalist ideology is let loose on institutions. It is the same
in health and education and everywhere else in the economy and
society. It unleashes utterly irresponsible priorities. Profits come
first, the rest of us will need to make our own arrangements,
including in dealing with climate change.

The dramatic changes at the CSIRO have put the agency in the
headlines as never before. And it’s not only the scientific community
that is shocked. Australians have long acknowledged the public
benefit of the research and innovation coming from the CSIRO.
They will be receptive to the call from door-knockers from the
CSIRO for voters to put the Coalition last. After all, it’s where
they put climate science and public safety.
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“Facts, Mr Gradgrind, facts!” demanded one of Dickens’
characters. But some people believe facts should never stand in
the way of electoral gains, and one of the casualties of the Abbott
and Turnbull governments’ budget cuts was the enlightening
little ABC program Factcheck. It reported on the accuracy of
politicians’ statements, and the Liberals viewed it with particular
hatred. Evidence is now emerging which suggests the program
was dumped after pressure was applied to ABC management by
the government. At the Guardian we also critically examine the
government’s deceptive rhetoric, but we really need your help by
way of Press Fund contributions, so please send us something for
the next edition if you possibly can. Many thanks to this week’s
contributors, as follows:

C Greer $50, Mark Mannion $5, “Rough Red” $5,
“Round Figure” $5, E. Seymour $25, Billie Wilson $20

This week’s total: $110 Progressive total: $3,766
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Workers’ win after
nine-week strike

Australian Manufacturing Work-
ers’ Union (AMWU) Victorian
members at Bitzer last week went
back to work in triumph after a
nine-week strike at the refrigera-
tion firm ended. They had won a
vastly improved deal while killing
off harsh company demands.

The union’s organisers formed
a guard of honour for the 54 work-
ers as they marched back through
the gate for their first shift, knowing
they won a deal which extends the
36-hour week to everyone, meaning
two RDOs every month.

They achieved solid pay rises of
10 percent over three years, guaran-
tee of permanency for casuals after
six months service and control over
what hours they work — the opposite
of what Bitzer first demanded.

“This brilliant outcome is a pow-
erful signal to any employer want-
ing to erode conditions that they take
on a united and industrially strong
AMWU workforce at their own
peril,” said assistant state secretary
Craig Kelly, after addressing the
members before their first shift back.

“Our Bitzer members were like a
dog with a bone — they just wouldn’t
let go and they bit back.”

Members agreed it was worth
every bitterly cold day and night hud-
dled around the fire outside the Sun-
shine factory, in a 24-7 protest which
began in balmy April weather.

Their protected action shut down
all production of freezer units for
Australian supermarkets.

“We had great support from our
delegates, great support from our
union officials and we stuck togeth-
er here outside the gate like one
big family,” said one member who
spent many long nights in the union
caravan.

The determined mood around
the AMWU camp strengthened as
the weeks rolled on, with commu-
nity support from workers at nearby
industrial sites, visits from university
students and donations from fellow
AMWU members.

“We need to savour our victo-
ry, walk in with our heads held high
because this is a victory to give heart
to all unionists,” AMWU organiser

Alistair Thomas told members before
signing off on the deal.

Their solidarity forced Bitzer to
axe the separate shifts brought in a
year ago, which disadvantaged many
workers.

Now, everyone will go back
to their traditional 7am-3.30pm
roster and those work hours can only
change by a majority vote.

Members also gained access to
WageGuard income protection and
the opportunity for extra pay through
re-classification of competency
standards.

Bitzer’s efforts to downgrade
conditions and pay for new work-
ers all fell flat, with no cuts to casual
wages after a proposal to reduce them
by a third.

“I reckon they wanted to divide
us, they wanted new people coming
in on very low minimum wages to
slowly undermine our majority of
permanent workers but it won’t
happen and it never was going to
happen,” said one of many happy
AMWU members. &

Rich tax grab

Continued from page 1

The government is foregoing
tens of billions of dollars in taxa-
tion every year under a system that
is skewed in favour of the rich.

Deregulation gone
mad

The extent of the tax rorts is
mind-boggling. They were acceler-
ated by the former Coalition Howard
government when then Treasurer
Peter Costello largely deregulated
the sector.

It was unashamed largesse for the
rich. He abolished a tax surcharge on
large contributions to super funds, so
that all contributions were taxed at 15
cents in the dollar. He abolished taxa-
tion of savings when people over 60
withdrew their savings and retained
a provision that the earnings on sav-
ings are not taxed when retirees turn
60.

He lifted the cap on the size of
lump sum payouts and abolished rea-
sonable benefits limits — the amount
that could be taken out free of tax.

Economists raised concerns over
the loss of future income. Labor
backed the changes whereas the
Australian Greens and social wel-
fare organisations opposed them on
equity grounds. Within the Coali-
tion’s ranks there were strong differ-
ences over the impact on the budget
bottom line.

The Association of Superannu-
ation Funds of Australia, the lobby
group for the super industry, says
Costello went too far with his tax
concessions. According to the ASFA,
around 24,000 retirees receive an
average payout from their super fund
of $216,000 a year tax-free.

Non-retirees and many other

retirees on a fraction of that income
pay taxation, some even at the higher
marginal rate of 49 cents in the dollar.

Since then there have been some
caps imposed on contributions and
taxation of earnings on savings.
Labor also introduced a Low Income
Superannuation Contribution (LISC)
— a government payment to those on
low incomes to compensate for the
fact that they were paying a tax on
income in the fund which was higher
than their marginal rate.

Universal Age Pension

The cost of the super tax conces-
sions is $38.1 billion and that of the
age pension $42.1 billion. Combined
this amounts to $80 billion.

The cost of the age pension,
which the government repeatedly
tells us is unsustainable, is rising by
3-4 percent per annum. The super
concessions are growing at about
13 percent per annum. (This will be
reduced slightly by the impact of the
2016-17 budget.)

Whereas the age pension
appears in the budget papers as an
item of expenditure the super tax
rorts do not. They appear in a less-
er-known Treasury document called
Tax Expenditures. Tax concessions
are not budget items, but they are
just as important. They are money
forgone.

If the government abolished the
super concessions and combined the
additional income that flowed with
the money spent on the age pension,
that would give it around $80 billion
to spend on retirement incomes.

According to The Australia
Institute, it would cost $55 billion
to pay the age pension to everyone
over 65. It would also be possible to
increase the pension by 25 percent. It

estimates about 80 percent of retirees
would be better off.

There would initially be a huge
outcry. We would be told that it is
unfair to give the Rineharts and
Packers the age pension. Workers
would be told “they are destroying
your super”. But where is the huge
outcry over giving multi-millionaires
and even billionaires far larger sums
in tax concessions?

The former Whitlam Labor gov-
ernment began phasing in a universal
pension. In 1973, Whitlam abol-
ished all means and assets testing for
people aged 75 and over. The next
year it was extended to people aged
70 to 74.

A universal age pension, as was
being phased in under Whitlam,
where all retirees receive the same
amount, regardless of their income
during their working life would
provide security and be far more
equitable.

Those who wish to make addi-
tional savings for their retirement
would be free to do so. But they
would no longer be entitled to tax
concessions and in the case of the
rich, government largesse at the
expense of taxpayers would cease.

A universal age pension should
be centrally funded by a progressive
tax system where those on higher
incomes pay at a higher rate.

* Concessional contributions are
before tax contributions. They
include the compulsory 9.5 percent,
any additional amount an employer
might pay or any salary sacrifice
contributions. Non-concessional is
where the contributor has already
paid tax on the contribution. There
are caps on concessional and non-
concessional contributions. &
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

No revolution is worth anything unless it can defend itself.

J)

Vladimir Lenin
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Barbaric occupation
Open letter to Mr Andre Siregar, Indonesian Consul to Darwin
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The Morning Star and Aboriginal flags mural in Darwin.

The story about the Morning Star
and Aboriginal flags mural in
Darwin has recently been brought
to my attention.

In the report I have read, amongst
other things, you said that you respect
Australia’s right to free speech and
political expression, that Indone-
sians find the Morning Star Flag of
West Papua offensive as it is a sepa-
ratist one that Australians have raised
issues with you about the mural and
that human rights are improving in
Indonesia.

In response, I would like to say
that I am pleased that you respect
Australia’s right to free speech and
political expression even if you con-
sider the Morning Star offensive.

However, you must also appre-
ciate that many ordinary Australians
are very concerned about the human
rights situation in West Papua as they
were with the situation in East Timor
when it was occupied by the Indone-
sian Military (TNI) for a period of 24
years during which nearly a third of
the population was wiped out.

Many Australians also know the

history of what happened in 1965
when the CIA assisted the TNI to
overthrow the Suharno government
followed by the massacres of well
over a million Indonesians. The
Suharto dictatorship which replaced
the Sukarno leadership arranged the
so-called Act of Free Choice in West
Papua in 1969 which was as brutal as
it was fraudulent.

It went on to commit genocide
and horrific human rights abuses in
Aceh, East Timor, West Papua and
parts of Indonesia itself. Many of
the crimes committed were as seri-
ous as those committed by the Nazis
during World War 2. Is it any wonder
that many consider the TNI to be the
largest terrorist organisation in the
SE Asian and SW Pacific regions of
the world?

We know that not all Indone-
sians are offended by the Morning
Star flag. Former Indonesian presi-
dent, Abdurrahman Wahid, allowed
the flag to be flown and agreed that
West Papuans should be allowed to
publicly use their cultural symbols.
In addition, Indonesians who respect

human rights and know the history
of West Papua also support West
Papuan symbols and independence.

The people of West Papua are
Melanesians. They are not Asians.
The only reason that the Indonesian
government claims that West Papua
is part of Indonesia is that it was also
colonised by the Netherlands.

The only reason that West Papua
is not an independent nation is that
the US intervened in the 1960s to
stop the Netherlands from giving
the people their freedom because it
wanted its gold and copper.

The US mining corporation Free-
port-McMoRan still makes huge
profits from West Papua’s gold and
copper and the Indonesian govern-
ment obtains massive taxes from
this mining activity. In contrast,
the people of West Papua receive
little benefit from the theft of their
resources.

The TNI occupation of the coun-
try has been barbaric and genocid-
al. Human rights observers estimate
that during the 54 years that the TNI
has been there about 500,000 people

Call from Indonesia
PKI party member arrested
and removed from his home

A couple of days ago a comrade
and member of our party (Com-
munist Party of Indonesia) was
arrested and forcefully taken from
his home after the neighbours saw
him wearing a hammer and sickle
t-shirt in his home.

This kind of harassment is a
daily thing in Indonesia and we
cannot deny this happening even the
so-called Democratic change under
the banner of Western democracy
had not changed the current situa-
tion in Indonesia. Today the New
order of Suharto has not fallen; it
has stayed strong under the leader-
ship of vice president Jusuf Kalla

and Suharto’s son, Tommy Suhar-
to who is the current leader of the
Golkar party.

This message is to wake up the
world that the 1965 genocide of our
party and its members had never
stopped. Our members and Chair-
man who reside in Europe are liter-
ally being hunted down. Even here
in Europe we are not safe. Similar
thing happened last September 2015
in the city of Breda. Our chairman
Sujarno Malaka and Comrade Sung-
kawa, the secretary of finance of
the PKI, were arrested while riding
bicycles to buy groceries at the
Albert Heijn, a Dutch super market.

They were suspected under a
false pretence of an act of terror-
ism and were brought to the police
station at Zeeland West-Brabant, at
Mijkenbroek, Nederland.

They were held there for almost
a week and told us they were even
denied food for a few days by the
Dutch police until they submitted to
their false accusations.

It has been since 1998 when our
chairman and other comrades fled
Indonesia that the hunt for us and
our members never stopped. This is
a cry to the world and comrades to
please see what is happening to us
and not close your eyes to us. &

have been murdered. West Papuans
have lost their lands which have been
given to Javanese transmigrants with
no compensation.

You claim that human rights
are improving in Indonesia and yet
almost every week we receive stories
of TNI atrocities.

It is a positive sign that Presi-
dent Joko Widodo says that he wants
to investigate the crimes committed
by the 1965 TNI bloodbath in Indo-
nesia and improve human rights in
West Papua. To be really genuine,
this process has to be supervised by
a bona fide human rights organisation
and not by former officers of the TNI.

The fact is that Indonesia cannot
be considered to be truly democratic
and respectful of human rights until it
exerts more power over the TNI and
prevents its barbarism against West
Papuans, Indonesians and others in
the region who suffer from its brutal
behaviour.

In addition, Indonesia should
allow the UN to conduct a referen-
dum tin West Papua to determine
the will of the people regarding their

future, it should allow the Interna-
tional Court of Justice to put on trial
all the TNI officers alleged to have
committed war crimes and human
rights violations and it should pay
compensation to all the victims of the
TNI in Indonesia, West Papua, Aceh
and Timor-Leste.

If some attempts were made to
bring justice to those who have suf-
fered at the hands of the TNI and
to markedly increase democratic
freedoms within West Papua and
Indonesia, there would be greater
stability within Indonesia itself and
a greater chance for peace in this
region of the world.

Yours sincerely

Andrew (Andy) Alcock
Information Officer
Australia East Timor
Friendship Association
(South Australia)

Member

Australia West Papua
Association (South Australia)

Australian Marxist Review
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Manus closure
before election?

A directions hearing in the PNG
Supreme Court, on June 6 has
opened the way for explicit orders
to close the Manus detention
centre and release all the detain-
ees to be handed down before the
Australian election.

At the directions hearing in
the Ben Lomai case representing
over 700 of the Manus detainecs,
the Chief Justice, Sir Salamo Injia,
ordered that the Namah case, which
found that the Manus detention
centre was unlawful, be combined
with the Lomai case, which seeks
orders for the enforcement of consti-
tutional rights on behalf of the detain-
ees themselves.

It is expected that all detain-
ees, who are, or who have been, on
Manus, will be represented by the
June 16 hearing.

The decision opens the way for
possible “consequential orders” to
the finding that Manus was unlaw-
ful, to be given as early as June 16,
at the next directions hearing.

The “consequential orders”
may include explicit orders for
the closure of the detention centre
and for the release of all detainees
into the custody of the Australian
government.

In any case, a full bench Supreme
Court hearing has been set for June
30, two days before the Australian
federal election.

Meanwhile the April ruling that
the detention centre is unlawful has
placed a very large question mark
over what authority Broadspectrum
and Wilson’s security actually has
over the detainees still being held at
the detention centre.

“The situation is not sustainable
and the confusion has seen increasing
tensions inside the detention centre,”
said Ian Rintoul, spokesperson for
the Refugee Action Coalition.

PNG police are now placed
inside the detention centre to provide

A rally earlier this year in Sydney in support of the release of asylum seekers in detention. (Photo: Anna Pha)

a fig leaf for Wilson’s security. It
has become routine for PNG police
to arrest detainees on the whim of
Wilson Security guards, who are no
longer sure of their power to assault
and imprison detainees inside the
detention centre with impunity.

It has also created an Orwellian
use of language. Detainees are now
called “residents”, while the “com-
pounds” have become “areas” — the
former Oscar and Delta compounds
are now called East Area.

As the numbers of people found
to be refugees has risen, the division
between compounds housing asylum
seekers and refugees inside the deten-
tion centre has broken down.

Power cuts have made existing in
the hot, humid conditions intolerable.

The conditions for food have
also deteriorated. With hundreds
of people now being fed in one

Politics in the Pub Perth

6-8 pm Thursday June 23
43 Below Bar & Restaurant

43 Barrack Street Perth (Opposite Perth Town Hall)
Free entry, all welcome!
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compound, (Oscar and Delta mess
together in Oscar) people have been
in queues for up to an hour. Bad
smelling chicken is being served for
two meals each day.

“For almost three years the
asylum seekers and refugees have
endured the worst imaginable condi-
tions that Australia, Broadspectrum
and Wilson’s could throw at them —
and for all that time Manus has been
unlawful, as well as brutal,” said
Rintoul.

“It is two months since the PNG
Supreme Court ruled that the agree-
ment between Australian and PNG
is unlawful. The Australian govern-
ment is simply delaying the inevi-
table and revealing the contempt it
has for the rule of law. Manus must
be closed, and all the asylum seekers
and refugees brought to the Austral-
ian mainland.”

Solidarity message

This is what solidarity looks like
... a message from Manus Island
refugees to the PNG student
movement.

Dear Students,

We are refugees or detainees from
Manus Island detention centre.
We are writing in solidarity with
PNG students and our friends who
lost their lives during their peace-
ful protest [in Port Moresby].

We are very aware of the cor-
ruption issues in PNG. Billions of
dollars have been given to the PNG
government by Australia to run
the Manus detention centre. That
money has not been used for the
people of Manus or PNG, but has
been used to deny our liberty and
keep refugees illegally imprisoned.

Guardian

We have a common fight
against corrupt government in PNG
and Australia, and a common fight
for freedom from tyranny.

We condemn police shooting
of peaceful protesters — our human
rights have also been denied.

We have also experienced this
kind [of brutality] and have lost
two of our friends killed because of
their fight for liberty.

We are still fighting for our
freedom and we will not give up,
remember that you can’t obtain
your freedom or achieve your goal
freely, you must sacrifice for it. We
won’t give up.

Manus detainees
(108 signatures)

Treaty talks in Victoria

Kate L Munro

The first official stages of negoti-
ating a treaty between the Abo-
riginal nations of Victoria and
the state government began in
Melbourne as the nation marked
Sorry Day on May 26.

Aboriginal people from across
the state gathered for a two-day
forum on self-determination and
treaty, which began with a video
message from Labor Premier Dan
Andrews.

“This treaty will be the first of
its kind for our nation,” Andrews
said. “It’s something to be both
sad and proud about because this
treaty is well overdue, but the rest
of Australia is listening and with
your input, your voice, we can make
history.”

Mutti Mutti, Yorta Yorta, and
Boonwurrung musician Kutcha
Edwards, a member of the Stolen
Generations, questioned why the
discussions were happening on such
a significant and heart-wrenching
day for Aboriginal people. “I have
never, nor have my ancestors ever,
ceded the sovereignty of our lands
or territories,” he said.

Edwards sang two powerful
songs, Mudha Yidi Yidi Mutti (I

never) and Is this what we deserve.
He said he felt “conflicted” discuss-
ing major issues on Sorry Day.

Gunditjmara musician, activist
and filmmaker Richard J Frankland
said that the greatest thing he’s ever
seen is “us”, Aboriginal people.
“We’re one great walking scar, but
when the government pull us down,
we get back up; we create sacred
spaces around and amongst our-
selves,” he said.

“Fight like hell”

“We need to fight like hell for
the living and fight like hell for the
children of tomorrow. That this gov-
ernment is willing to talk treaty is
huge, but we should remain vigilant
—and we will be.

“We don’t want to rush into a
treaty. We want to get it right, and
for it to be completely representa-
tive of all Aboriginal Victorians.

“I think we’re going to get a
treaty and change the cultural tapes-
try of this nation.”

Activists Robert Thorpe and
Gary Foley were in attendance out-
side the forum holding banners of
protest: “Genocide to stop, Sov-
ereignty recognised, Treaty to be
made”.

“You’re negotiating a treaty

with the people that committed
these crimes!” Thorpe protested,
while Foley refused to speak to the
media.

Yorta Yorta man Jason Tamiru
questioned the legitimacy of the
process taking place within the
forum, which was organised with
assistance from the Victorian
government.

“A treaty needs to come from
the people; it can’t come from this
propaganda,” he said.

Some forum delegates
expressed concern that a change in
government could spell a change
to the open dialogue between the
community and the government on
treaty.

The overwhelming response,
however, was one of determination
from the Victorian Aboriginal com-
munity members at the forum. They
were not going to let the opportu-
nity of being able to present treaty
legislation to Premier Andrews slip
them by.

The forum decided that an inter-
im treaty steering council should be
made up of young people, Elders,
traditional owners and Aboriginal
organisations.

Koori Mail &
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Treasurer Scott Morrison claims
the budget delivers the govern-
ment’s economic plan “for a
brighter, more secure future, in a
stronger, new economy with more
jobs” in three key ways.

1. “Jobs and growth”:

* a $1 trillion military budget

over 20 years. The same money
spent on health care, education or
renewable energy would not only
be of benefit but create almost
double the number of jobs.
expansion of free trade
agreements, deregulating the entry
of overseas workers, their wages
and working conditions resulting
in more “7-Elevens” and other
exploitative schemes.

yet another “work for the dole”
scheme for 120,000 unemployed
youth, to provide employers

with heavily subsidised and
conscripted, slave labour with

no guarantee of a job at the end.
These jobs would replace paid
labour.

slash or abolish penalty rates,
thus reducing purchasing power
of workers and hence demand for
goods and services. The results
would be sackings.

“real wage increases” by cutting
the taxes of small business and
those on highest incomes. Small
business would use the tax cuts to
replace workers with technology,

not increase workers’ wages, or
they would simply pocket the
additional profits.

cuts to social security payments,
reduce the amount of money

in recipients’ pockets for the
purchase of goods and services.
It results in a shrinkage of the
economy, not growth.

sacking more public servants
which also shrinks the economy.

2. Education and
innovation:

« skilling Australia — by cutting
funding to universities and
deregulating university fees.

* innovation and science — by
continuing to privatise and destroy
CSIRO, ignore climate change
and the destruction of the Barrier
Reef.

In addition, the $26 billion cut to
schools in the Coalition’s first budget
in May 2014 has not gone away. The
government still plans to withdraw
from spending on schools.

“Nevertheless, the government
is committed to providing univer-
sities with additional flexibility to
innovate, differentiate themselves
and offer students more choice
and higher quality offerings,”
says Education Minister Simon
Birmingham.

How will he do this? It is clear-
ly spin when Birmingham claims to
have shelved plans to deregulate uni-
versity fees.

Australia

This year’s budget commences
the process of deregulating fees lim-
iting the deregulation to a few cours-
es — the thin edge of the wedge.

Student fees will increase, stu-
dents will be required to pay back
loans faster, HECS debts will be
recovered from deceased estates
where they have not been paid back
and universities will have their fund-
ing cut by 20 percent.

The outcome will be more sack-
ings of staff, academic and non-
academic, course closures, lower
standards, corporate sponsorship
with courses dictated by corporate
sponsors and narrowly directed to
their specific needs.

3. Taxation:

By giving the corporations and
rich tax cuts Morrison would have
us believe that is going to grow the
economy. Utter spin and rubbish!

Once again, the only things that
will grow are profits and the gap
between the rich and poor.

If pensions, unemployment
benefits, other social security pay-
ments and the minimum wage were
increased, people would spend more
and at the same time see an improve-
ment in their living standards.

But the Treasurer is not inter-
ested in the poor, the vulnerable, the
disadvantaged or workers. It’s called
class struggle and the distribution of
income through the budget is one
form of that struggle. &

Thoughts on
Tales of a City by the Sea

Steven Katsineris

My family and I saw the play Tales
of a City by the Sea recently set in
Gaza, essentially a very human
tale about a love story in the sur-
roundings of blockade and war.
It’s really a universal topic that
could be in many similar places
with shared history of disposses-
sion, occupation and oppression,
but this particular play is set in
Palestine.

We found it profoundly moving.
And I think it is beneficial for Aus-
tralians to get some insight into the
Palestinian situation from a Pales-
tinian perspective, which we rarely
experience here.

While it is useful to read and
hear Israeli perspectives on the con-
flict in Palestine there is an almost

total neglect in Australia and in the
West generally of the Palestinian
side of the story. I believe that it
important to encourage a diversity
of opinion on this important ques-
tion and present readers with differ-
ent views of the issues involved.

Instead we have had for years
a steady stream of different opin-
ion pieces from various Israeli and
Jewish writers; as if no Palestin-
ian narrative or voice existed on the
question.

Indeed it is as if the outlook of
one of the central participants in the
conflict that has gone on for over 60
years is almost completely missing
from the dialogue. There are in fact
in Australia and elsewhere many
articulate and eloquent Palestinian
voices that exist and are worthy of
space in our media. And it would be

Sydney
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very valuable too if we could hear
these voices, if we ever truly want
to see a just resolution of the strug-
gle in Palestine.

The resolution of such conflicts
begins with an understanding of
the viewpoint of both parties, not
by ignoring one side. Palestinians
deserve to be listened to, as there
can be no peace or just resolution to
this tragic situation without atten-
tion to their point of view and rec-
ognising that Palestinians do have
rights. In fact history shows this is
really the key to settling such dis-
putes. We really need to be exposed
to a better balance of views and
pieces of more substance on this
vital matter. So Tales of a City by
the Sea is an important contribution
to this. &
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Building a network to fight for our homes communities small businesses
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6-8 pm Friday June 24
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Guests and speakers: Jack and Judy Mundy, indigenous elder Jenny Munro and Associate Professor Michael Darcy
Popular singer Dennis Aubrey will launch his Waterloo Resistance Song
Short film clips in support of resistance to public housing destruction

Tea, coffee & biscuits provided
Enquiries: Hannah 0418 668 098
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Treasurer Scott Morrison.

No matter how often you'll repeat “jobs and growth” in the elec-
tion campaign, it won’t produce a single job. While we are hearing
about some jobs magically appearing in the future, the reality is
very different. The Australasian Meat Industry Employees’ Union
was devastated to learn recently that Inghams plans to shut
down its poultry processing operations in Cardiff. This will put
350 locals out of work. An international private equity firm TPG
Capital bought Ingham Enterprises in 2013 for $880 million.
Since then it has been selling off various parts of the portfo-
lio to other equity firms and investment companies. “This is a
disgusting, stone-hearted act by an unspeakably wealthy pri-
vate equity firm who don’t care one bit for the local families and
the local communities that they are destroying,” said AMIEU
Newcastle and Northern NSW secretary Grant Courtney.

With Tony Abbott gone, it is left to Barnaby Joyce to firmly place his
foot in his mouth. One of his latest contributions to diplomacy was
to link refugee boat arrivals to Australia’s ban on live cattle ship-
ments to Indonesia. Live cattle exports were suspended in 2011
after ABC’s Four Corners exposed shockingly brutal animal abuse.
Joyce seems to suggest that because of the live cattle export
ban Indonesia unleashed refugee-carrying boats in response.

The Australian Conservation Foundation (ACF) has exam-
ined environmental policies of the main parties and given the
Coalition an overall score of 11 percent on its election agenda.
That compared to 53 percent for Labor and 77 percent for the
Greens. “It's possibly one of the worst governments we’ve ever
seen in Australia’s history on the environment,” ACF chief exec-
utive Kelly O’Shanassy said. The Coalition was marked down
for its support of coal and uranium mining, lesser targets on
pollution and clean energy and its unwillingness to expand reg-
ulation over major projects. The ACF scorecard was based on
40 indicators across 10 areas of activity on its 2016 National
Agenda. The scorecard came as both major parties pledged
more money to protect the Great Barrier Reef which is in peril.

“Girls can do anything and in particular they can do engi-
neering,” said self-declared feminist Malcolm Turnbull at an
event in Melbourne celebrating women in science, technol-
ogy, engineering and manufacturing. He must have been
asleep for decades — “girls” know they can do anything. What
they want is for the “boys” like Turnbull not to cut down fund-
ing for science, technology and engineering as is being
done now. A pretty lame attempt to go for female votes.
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Eva Golinger

It was nearly nine o’clock that Wednes-
day December 17, 2014 when I saw a
tweet by Rene Gonzalez, one of the five
Cuban spies who had been imprisoned in
the United States for over a decade. THEY
RETURNED! I had to look twice. Could
it be true? I quickly started searching
in newspapers and digital media for any
news about the Five, as they were known
in Cuba, but all pointed to René’s tweet.
Minutes later, in three consecutive tweets
Rene presented concrete evidence to allay
any doubts. The papers for the release from
prison of Gerardo, Ramén and Antonio
were signed. They were free.

Previously, on December 4, Gerardo was
abruptly transported from the maximum secu-
rity prison in Victorville, California where he
had spent most of his 16 year prison term and
taken to a penitentiary centre in Oklahoma City.
Without knowing why he was there he was put
in the “hole”, another term for solitary confine-
ment in a cell with no window or contact with
other prisoners, subjected to brutal and inhu-
mane treatment by the guards.

He was left there for 11 days. On Decem-
ber 15, he was suddenly transferred to a prison
hospital in Butner, North Carolina. He was not
even given time to gather and bring the few
personal possessions he had accumulated over
the last 16 years in prison.

Across the country in Florida, Antonio
was awoken at five o’clock in the morning
on Monday December 15, in his prison cell in
Marianna, a medium security penitentiary. He
was only told to pack his personal items, noth-
ing more. He complied, not knowing where he
was being taken or why. He was then trans-
ported in a private jet to the prison hospital in
Butner. There, he thought he’d have to adapt
again to a new surrounding and make his life
in that prison.

That same day, Ramon, still registered
under the false name he used during his intel-
ligence mission in the United States, Luis
Medina, was also taken from his cell in Geor-
gia to the prison hospital in Butner. He wasn’t
given any instructions or information about the
reason for his transfer. It was not until the next
day, on December 16, that all three — Gerardo,
Ramon and Antonio — met face to face in the
same place, and they knew from that moment
on they were going home.

They found it impossible to contain their
happiness. Between smiles, jokes and hugs, US
officials got so nervous that when they brought
the three of them to the plane on the early morn-
ing of December 17, they forced them to speak
English. Perhaps the feared Castro-spies would
still be conspiring against the country that had
deprived them of their freedom for the past 16
years. In a final blow, as the plane approached
their homeland, the authorities covered the win-
dows of the plane. They couldn’t even see the
arrival into Cuba.

Antonio was first off the plane. He wanted
it to be Gerardo, but because of the way they
had been seated on the plane, it just wasn’t pos-
sible. The humid air from the tropical island
entered him like a breath of love, and at that
time, he said, their haunted past just evapo-
rated. Suddenly they saw their families and
exploded with joy. Antonio, with his mother
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A breath of love

A Conversation with Gerardo and Adriana of the Cuban Five

Mirta in an embrace of infinite love; Ramon
covering his wife Elizabeth with affectionate
kisses; and Gerardo, caressing his beautiful
wife, Adriana, with her belly full of life. In a
symbolic, nationwide embrace, President Raul
Castro was there to receive them, alongside the
other two former Cuban spies, Rene Gonzalez
and Fernando Gonzalez, who had been released
months earlier.

Gerardo Hernandez was given two life
sentences plus 15 years in a high maximum
security prison in the United States for espio-
nage-related charges.

Gerardo is a handsome man, with a friendly
and youthful face. He is more reserved than the
other four, and appears to deeply ponder his
words before saying them out loud. When I saw
him for the first time at the International Press
Centre in Havana, we hugged and he told me
he always read my writings when he was in jail.
We talked for a long time in a rather large room,
accompanied by Ramon and Rene.

“Wasp Network”

His relatives were in the room and every-
thing had the feel of an informal interview. He
told me about the motives behind his clandes-
tine work in Miami and details of his operation-
al activities. He was the team leader, the head
of the “Wasp Network” whose agents infiltrated
anti-Castro groups to discover and prevent their
violent actions against Cuba. He used a false
identity during his seven years of intelligence
work in the United States until his arrest on
September 12, 1998. Gerardo was in charge of
coordinating and processing the intelligence
information he collected from the agents who
had penetrated anti-Castro organisations in
Florida. He then would send it all to Havana
through various secret methods. Gerardo was
the link between the undercover agents and the
Cuban government.

After a while, I asked Gerardo if I could
accompany him to his house to talk to him
with his wife, Adriana. I wanted a more casual,
comfortable and familiar atmosphere to better
understand their story. Graciously, he accepted
my request and we got in his car and drove off.
We arrived at his residence that warm day, and
Gerardo went in first to let Adriana know we
were there. When I entered, the first person I
saw was Gema, then three months old, in a little
bassinet in the foyer. She was beautiful. Her
gorgeous round face and the depth of her clear
blue eyes were captivating. “What a beautiful
Gem,” I exclaimed, and Gerardo answered,
“Yes, she looks like her Mum”. Adriana entered
the room and greeted me warmly. She is a very
pretty woman who exudes remarkable inter-
nal strength. She offered us a drink to freshen
up and we went into the courtyard to sit down
and talk.

“I want to show you something first,” said
Gerardo, carrying a plant in his hands. “One
day we went to a place around here and they
gave us this bonsai”. He showed it to me close-
ly, holding it up high. “You see, my wife is a
bit small in stature, but very beautiful, and I
always called her Bonsai. In the letters I wrote
her from prison, I would always refer to her
as Bonsai”. They both laughed. “Because of
this, the Americans thought that she was a spy
and her nickname was Bonsai,” Gerardo said
while chuckling. Sure, they can laugh now at
the absurd treatment they received from US

authorities, but in reality the lengthy separa-
tion Gerardo and Adriana suffered was excru-
ciatingly painful.

Leaving the bonsai in the garden, Gerardo
picked up little Gema in his arms and walked
over to a large comfortable chair and sat down.
Adriana sat on the arm of the chair, gently lean-
ing on her husband as though she never wanted
to let him out of her touch. Looking at that
beautiful, young couple with their aura of hap-
piness, preciously holding their adorable baby
girl close between them, I wanted to know how
this all happened. “Tell me how it all began and
how we got to this point”, I asked, nodding my
head towards Gema. The story of Gerardo and
Adriana is a true love story.

The name of love

“I was studying international relations”,
began Gerardo, “and I had to take three or four
guagaus (buses) to get to my school. One day,
at the bus stop I saw a very beautiful young
woman and fell right in love with her. It was
love at first bus”, they laughed. “I was imme-
diately tormented, I could not think of anything
else but her and that night I wrote a poem. It
was called ‘A woman whose name I do not
know’, because I didn’t even know her name, I
only knew I loved her”.

“I'was 16,” added Adriana, “and he was 21.
I was not interested in him. I was into my stud-
ies and did not want to be distracted”. But Ger-
ardo was insistent and persistent. He tried his
best to coincide again with Adriana at the bus
stop, but it took him a lot of time, patience and
coordination to make it happen. All the while,
he carried the poem he had written for her in
his pocket. He was determined to find her again
and not let her get away without at least trying
to talk to her. A few days later, Gerardo’s wish
came true, he ran into Adriana at the bus stop
and handed her the poem he had written about
her.

“The poem became reality. It said we were
going to meet again and fall in love”, revealed
Adriana. “One day we went to sit on the board-
walk overlooking the sea. We were watching
the boats. Gerardo signalled to my left and told
me to look at a big boat out in the water. Then
he pointed towards the other side, saying an
even bigger boat was there. When I went to
look that way, his face was right next to mine
and we kissed. In that instant, I fell in love with
him”.

They married when Adriana turned 18 in
1988, and months later, Gerardo went to fight in
Angola with the Cuban internationalist brigade.
He was awarded for his bravery and skills, and
Cuba’s intelligence agency took an interest in
him. Shortly thereafter, Gerardo was recruited
as an intelligence officer and commissioned
to lead a special mission in the United States.
Adriana knew nothing about his real work. She
thought he had joined the ranks of Cuban diplo-
macy, as he had told her, and when her hus-
band had to go abroad before they had even
been married and lived together for a year, she
thought he was going to work at the Embassy
of Cuba in Argentina.

“It was the special period in Cuba, we had
severe economic difficulties in our country and
families could not accompany the diplomats
abroad,” she explained.

In reality, Gerardo had left for Miami under
another identity. He began his new secretive
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life as a Puerto Rican named Manuel Vira-
montez. Gerardo coordinated a team of Cuban
agents who had infiltrated several groups of
exiles in Miami that were known for their vio-
lent actions against Cuba. Different from the
glamour of James Bond films, Gerardo’s work
was tedious and meticulous. Once he received
intelligence from his agents through intricately
arranged clandestine meetings, he would verify,
process and then communicate the information
to headquarters in Havana.

Then, he would follow through with what-
ever instructions were sent back to him. He was
only able to visit Cuba and Adriana two or three
times maximum during each year. He would
travel to Cancun, Mexico as Manuel Viramon-
tez, where he was met by Cuban officials who
then gave him his real passport to return home
to visit his wife.

In the mid-nineties, after several years on
this mission, separated in distance from each
other, Gerardo and Adriana talked about their
desire to start a family and have a child. “We
could never find the time and right circum-
stance to do it,” said Gerardo. “We always
thought the time would come later”.

Arrest

But a few years later, something total-
ly unexpected happened. On September 12,
1998 at 5:30am, a dozen heavily armed FBI
agents entered his humble apartment in Miami
and arrested him. “I told them my name was
Manuel Viramontez and I was Puerto Rican,
an American citizen. They told me they knew
who I really was and what I was doing. I said
nothing else”.

For months, Adriana heard nothing from
her husband. No letters, no calls, no visits. The
news of his arrest hadn’t come out publicly
because he wasn’t using his real name, nor did
he reveal it to the FBI. Finally months later,
after much worry and despair, officials from the
Interior Ministry in Cuba knocked on her door
and asked to come inside.

They told her about Gerardo’s real work
and his unfortunate arrest. He wasn’t alone,
they informed her; several others were arrest-
ed with him. She was told to not say anything
to anyone else in her family. “It was difficult
because no one could know that Gerardo was
imprisoned in the US. I had to act like every-
thing was normal,” she related.

Finally, Gerardo’s real name became
public during the beginning of his trial after
an acquaintance had recognised his picture in
a local Miami paper, and Adriana didn’t have
to keep silent anymore about her anguish. But
when she tried to apply for a visa to see him in
prison, her request was denied by the US gov-
ernment. “They accused her of being an intel-
ligence agent as well”, said Gerardo. “It was a
way to blackmail me. They did everything to
try and force us to betray Cuba and when they
realised we weren’t going to, then they denied
the visa to her as punishment”.

Gerardo was given two life sentences plus
15 years, a completely disproportionate and
unjust sentence (that’s another story). “They
wanted me to collaborate with the US govern-
ment because it would have been a major blow
to Cuba. None of the officers who were arrested
betrayed our country, though the US kept trying
until the last moment”.

Sixteen years went by before Adriana and

“They did everything to try and force u:
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The Cuban Five (from left to right) Gerardo Hernéndez, Fernando Gonzdlez, Antonio Guerrero, René Gonzélez, and Ramén Labafino.

Gerardo would see each other again. Countless
attempts to visit him throughout more than a
decade were all rejected by the United States.
The years were passing by and she was unable
to achieve her dream of having Gerardo’s child.
But she never faltered in her love for him. She
fought for his freedom every day, travelling
the world to plea with international solidarity
groups, celebrities, parliaments and govern-
ments to join the struggle for his release.

International campaign

By 2012, Adriana was 42 years old with a
husband sentenced to two life terms in prison
in the United States. They had been together
since she was 16. She had known no other love,
nor did she desire to. However, her chances of
achieving motherhood were rapidly decreas-
ing. Instead of giving up, Adriana began a low
profile international humanitarian campaign to
plead for her right to have a child with her hus-
band. “I had not been charged with anything,
why then were they denying me my right to
have a child with my husband?”

Many around the world heard their pleas
and sympathised with their situation. “I want
to mention some people who have made this
possible,” Gerardo told me in our conversa-
tion, Gema asleep on his chest. “Vilma Espin,
who was president of the Federation of Cuban
Women, had a very large role in supporting

shment”,

Adriana”. I asked if it was true that a US official
had also helped. “Yes, it’s true. A US senator,
Patrick Leahy and his wife helped us,” he said.

“They listened to me,” chimed in Adriana.
“I met with the Senator and his wife and they
understood the humanitarian side of my situa-
tion, and they graciously helped me”.

In early 2014, while the governments of
Cuba and the United States had already begun
secret negotiations to restore relations, anoth-
er plan was underway. President Obama had
authorised Adriana’s humanitarian petition and
one day in April, a frozen capsule was taken by
a US official from the maximum security prison
in Victorville, California, to a fertility clinic
in Panama. When Adriana arrived in Panama,
she was nervous and excited about what could
happen. “We did not know if it would work, the
procedure was done and I left and went back
to Cuba”, she said, still with an air of wonder
about the miracle that came to life.

At that time, nobody knew what would
happen months later between the US and Cuba.
It was impossible to imagine both Presidents
Barack Obama and Raul Castro simultaneously
announcing on television that relations between
the two Cold War enemies would be restored.
Adriana had to keep her pregnancy secret
from everyone except the few Cuban officials
who knew, and Gerardo. Neither she nor Ger-
ardo were aware of the negotiations between

Washington and Havana that were underway,
they were only told that the pregnancy must be
kept secret from the public. She was just happy
to have a baby growing inside her and felt that
even though she would not have her husband
with her at least she would have his child.

“How did you find out about his release
from prison?” I asked her. “They told me in a
very delicate way, because my pregnancy was
already far along (8 months) and they didn’t
want me to get too excited and risk going into
labour,” she replied.

Free

On December 17, a plane embellished with
the US flag landed in Cuban territory and Ger-
ardo, a man condemned for life, was now free.
The first embrace between Gerardo and Adri-
ana was filled with intensity, happiness, tears of
joy and pure love. She had resisted and stood
strong for 16 years, as he had too, always faith-
ful, loyal and committed to each other and their
country.

Twenty days after his release and arrival to
Cuba, Gema was born with both her mother and
father present to receive her into this world. “It
was the happiest day of my life,” said Gerardo.

“We want her to be a happy and cheerful
girl like all other children, and have an ordinary
life like everyone else,” Gerardo said to me, our
conversation coming to an end. [ watched them
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with a sense of transcendence. Their story is not
just a personal story. It’s the story of Cuba, the
story of a nation — a people — that have with-
stood and remained steadfast, loyal, dignified
and strong in the face of the toughest and most
powerful obstacles, and they prevailed. And it
was all done for love. Love of country, love for
the people, love for humanity.

I looked at Gerardo and gestured with my
hands towards Gema in his arms, and said with
an uncontainable smile, “I’m sure she will be
far from ordinary”.

Within the story of the Cuban Five, there is
a wealth of experiences and lessons emblemat-
ic of the greatest struggles of humankind. The
sense of duty that guided each of them gave
them the strength to resist through insufferable
conditions. The thread woven through all their
stories, that kept them strong with clear hearts
and minds, was always the unconditional sup-
port of their wives, families, mothers, sisters,
sons, daughters and friends around the world.
They were never alone, even during the 17
months they were forced into inhumane solitary
confinement, the “hole”. As Antonio said, they
were never really prisoners. “Every night in
my prison bed, as I laid my head on the pillow
knowing that I had fulfilled my duty, I knew I
was free”. @
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Germany

Growth of far right

Victor Grossman

BERLIN: I’ll begin with a happy
report. The Hamburg group
of “Fighters and Friends of the
Spanish Republic 1936-1939”
had its annual get-together in
late May, again honouring those
bravest of the brave men and
women who risked and often lost
their lives fighting for democracy
in Spain. Only a handful survive;
none at all in the USA, Germany
or Austria, but a video greeting
from Gert Hoffmann in Vienna,
who came to these meetings until
shortly before his death, was espe-
cially moving.

A boat trip around the harbour
and a visit to a seaman’s club hidden
in the amazing labyrinth of piers
and channels in the giant port facili-
ties, with a fine workers’— choir and
militant songs, offered chances for
German and foreign participants to
exchange ideas on past and present.
There was a fascinating mix of
accents of people from Wales, Scot-
land, Ireland, various regions of Eng-
land and the US and that of the good
German translator. A group of Danes,
a Dutch fellow, a Frenchman and two
Russian women were also there.

Most were children of volunteers
in Spain, which made a ceremony at
three monuments especially moving.
One monstrous structure built by
the Nazis in 1936 showed soldiers
marching off to battle in World War
I with the slogan “Even if we die
Germany must live.” All attempts to
get rid of it were in vain, but now,
next to it, a smaller, modern struc-
ture honours men the Nazis execut-
ed because they refused to join in
the killing and deserted. Next to it a
large statue recalls the Nazi burning
of the books in 1933 and the horrors
that followed, up to the burning of

Hamburg in 1943. Death prevented
its great, defiantly leftist sculptor
from Austria, Alfred Hrdlicka, from
finishing it. For now a large banner
concealed part of the Nazi monument
and listed the names and ages of 25
Hamburg volunteers — and where
they had died in Spain.

This year marks the 80th anni-
versary of the founding of the
International Brigades to help the
Spanish people fight Franco’s fascist
putsch. This is all too relevant today,
with far-right movements gaining
strength or control from Hungary,
Austria and Poland to Honduras and
Brazil while President Erdogan of
Turkey moves ahead, crushing all
opposition and attacking the Kurd-
ish people in his own country and
in war-torn Syria. Yet he still enjoys
at least some mutual understanding
with Angela Merkel and her gov-
ernment, who seem willing to make
any compromise if it keeps refugees
from the dangerous flight to Europe
— and them from worse poll percent-
age losses. As in Spain, countries
proudly calling themselves democ-
racies may complain, but in the end
choose a Franco, a Pinochet or an
Erdogan over true representatives of
the people.

Most alarming, I think, since
Germany is the strongest, most cen-
tral country in Europe, is the strength
of its far-right Alternative for Germa-
ny (AfD), now getting 10 to 15 per-
cent in the polls and is certain to win
its first delegates to Berlin’s parlia-
ment in September and the German
Bundestag in 2017.

Its lack of any public program
except hating Muslims (and less pub-
licly supporting gains for the wealthy
at the cost of everyone else) hit a
snag last week; in an interview, Vice-
Chair Alexander Gauland, referring
to dark-skinned Jérome Boateng, one
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of Germany’s most popular soccer-
players, said: “People like him as a
soccer player. But they don’t want
a Boateng as neighbour.” What a
blunder! The team (in a TV ad) and
countless fans slammed Gauland
who then retreated, mumbling that
he had not known that Boateng, born
in Berlin, with a German mother
and a father from Ghana, was “both
a German and a Christian.” “And |
don’t follow soccer much,” Gauland
stuttered. Countless fans twittered,
many asking: “And what if he
weren’t Christian or not born in Ger-
many?” One of the less caustic com-
ments was: “I know I wouldn’t want
Gauland as a neighbour!”

Three main themes

But was it perhaps no real blun-
der but a bid for the haters’ votes?
The AfD danger was one of three
main themes at the party congress of
Die Linke (Left party).

One, “For democracy and soli-
darity,” a response to the grow-
ing danger from the right, aimed at
appealing to and hopefully recap-
turing protest voters whose insecu-
rity and fears for the future often led
them to reject every “establishment
party,” including, for many of them,
Die Linke as well. Some party can-
didates had even used slogans call-
ing for the same policies as before,
but carried out better. Such slogans,
seeking respectability and accept-
ance, could hardly attract protest
voters — and had indeed failed miser-
ably to do so!

The second theme, therefore,
was an offensive of and for work-
ing people, with or without regu-
lar, precarious or threatened jobs
or faced with poverty-level pen-
sions and higher costs for rent and
prescriptions. A study released by
the government after an inquiry by
a Linke delegate showed that more
than 15 percent of German children
are hit by poverty; one and a half
million have parents — or common-
ly a single parent — on the German
equivalent of welfare. As co-chair
Bernd Riexinger stressed, the party
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must urgently strengthen its weak ties
with the union movement, most of
whose leaders are traditionally tied
to the Social Democratic Party, even
though it has repeatedly betrayed
them with half-measures, compro-
mises and worse, currently as coali-
tion partner of Merkel’s right wing
Christian Democrats and the even
more conservative Christian Social
Union in Bavaria.

Thirdly, the party must stress
its opposition to the militarisa-
tion of German foreign policy —
now rationalised as a “war against
terror” — and explain to voters how
German leaders have been almost
as guilty as those in London, Paris
and above all Washington in engag-
ing in wrong battles while arming the
worst offenders. The billions Germa-
ny’s Defence Department is demand-
ing for ever more modern weapons
and more regiments, some of them
now manoeuvring threateningly not
far from St Petersburg, almost exact-
ly 75 years after German armies
attacked and razed untold numbers
of homes and factories, leading to
the genocidal death of some 27 mil-
lion Soviet people, mostly civilians,
should rather be spent to helping and
housing the million new arrivals,
caused by new wars, and also those
of German background who require
affordable housing, education and
utilities. Many delegates demanded
that the dangerous demonisation of
Putin and Russia must be sharply
opposed.

As usual Die Linke had faced
internal disputes in recent months.
The co-chair of its Bundestag caucus
and leading theoretician, Sahra
Wagenknecht, had spoken of limits
to Germany’s ability to integrate new
waves of immigrants. The idea was
rejected by most of the party and got
her an over-reaction or provocation
when a man slipped up and smacked
a chocolate pie in her face. She
quickly recovered, changed clothes
and gave another of her fiery, mili-
tant speeches. All agreed on express-
ing solidarity with striking workers
in France, those repressed in Egypt
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and Turkey and the Kurdish Rojava
region in northern Syria, governed
and defended equally by women and
men. It was decided to join a “Block-
upy” protest rally on September 2 in
Berlin and a demonstration against
racism the next day.

A constant dispute — should Die
Linke join coalitions with the Social
Democrats and Greens in a future
federal government — stayed unre-
solved but largely irrelevant. Even
together the three would not achieve
a 50 percent majority. But the ques-
tion remains on the state level, espe-
cially in Berlin in September.

Since completing it, Germany
has been hit by terrible storms and
floods. Somewhat less disturbing,
President Gauck has announced he
will not run for a second term next
February. Then, more disturbing, his
heart for military might was proba-
bly warmed by the news, this time
not heavenly storms, that the larg-
est NATO war games for years are
beginning in Poland with 14,000 US
troops, 12,000 Polish troops, others
from 24 countries and German tanks
crossing through Poland for the first
time since the attacks 75 years ago,
perhaps by their recent ancestors.
Gauck, once a pastor, must know the
Biblical warning, “They that sow the
wind shall reap the whirlwind.” Let
us hope that the violent rightist hoo-
ligan types being recruited in Poland,
and deployed in manoeuvres, do not
cause what the media refer to as a
“possible mishap”!

But despite disputes — and the
absence of former top Die Linke
leader Gregor Gysi, no longer in a
leading position and, for the first time
not invited to give a main speech —
the party stuck together and re-elect-
ed its two co-chairs Katja Kipping
and Bernd Riexinger by a vote which
was not overwhelming — 74 percent
and 78.5 percent — but sufficient to
keep the party together and — it hopes
—moving away from a its current 8-9
percent stagnant status and proving
itself as the one and only party of
peace and — hopefully — change.
People’s World &
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Tony Pecinovsky

PARIS: More than a hundred del-
egates from organisations around
the globe gathered here on June 1
for the International Conference
for World Peace and Progress
convened by the Communist
Party of France (PCF). “We have
to build new forms of collective
security and progress. We must
stand together today and draw
on our collective experiences,”
Lydia Samarbakhsh, international
affairs coordinator for the PCF,
said as she welcomed the assem-
bled guests. “This is a starting
point,” she stated, “the beginning
of a common construction of our
shared struggle.”

The 120,000-member strong
PCF organised the meeting, which
brought together over 125 interna-
tional participants from 88 organi-
sations and 56 countries, as well as
hundreds of PCF leaders and French
peace activists.

Samarbakhsh said the PCF called
the conference due to the “deteriorat-
ing situation in international relations
and the negative role of the French
government” and the “over-bearing
weight of financial inequality here
and around the world.” Inequality,
she argued, was an essential part of
the international peace agenda due
to its potential to provoke violent
conflict.

The conference’s first panel
discussion was chaired by Tobias
Pfluger, a Member of European Par-
liament from 2004-09 and vice presi-
dent of Germany’s Die Linke, or Left
Party (formerly the East German
Socialist Unity Party).

Speaking of the ongoing refugee
crisis in southern Europe, he stated
critically that the “right to asylum
is de facto no longer recognised”
by many European states. “Tragi-
cally,” he said, “military means are
being used and deployed against ref-
ugees forced to leave their country

“We have

to place
solidarity at
the centre of
our political
fights,
especially
the fight for
peace.”

as a direct consequence of European
Union policy decisions.”

Hundreds of thousands of ref-
ugees fleeing war-torn Syria and
other locales have been flooding into
Europe seeking asylum. Already
more than 2,500 have died this year
in the waters of the Mediterrane-
an Sea in failed attempts to reach
Europe’s shores.

In addition to the logistical chal-
lenges of dealing with such a high
number of asylum-seekers, there are
credible arguments being made that
racism has also played a large role
in policy decisions that have exacer-
bated the refugee crisis.

Michel Billout, a PCF leader
and member of France’s Senate,
highlighted the “new tools of eco-
nomic war” designed to facilitate the
“unbridled concentration of wealth”
into fewer and fewer hands. He
emphasised the ways that economic
policy decisions can have a dramatic
impact on living standards, wages,
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and benefits. In effect, he argued,
they can amount to a war against
workers.

“It’s not only bullets that can
kill,” he added, urging conference
participants to “imagine new types
of internationalism based on coop-
eration and solidarity.”

The emerging right-wing extrem-
ism was also a major focus of the con-
ference. Some participants expressed
deep worries about the possibility of
a Donald Trump presidency in the
United States due to his chauvinist
and militarist rhetoric, his encourage-
ment of violence against protesters,
and his complete lack of international
political experience. A number even
expressed fear of fascism.

“Israel is in the midst of a fascist
transformation that is quite obvious,”
Adel Amer, Secretary General of the
Communist Party of Israel, said.
The Israeli government, he told the
conference, “practices the harshest
kind of oppression and colonialism”

against the Palestinian people. He
went so far as to suggest it was a
special type of “apartheid against
non-Jews.”

Amer was optimistic, though,
and added that his party was “estab-
lishing a large Jewish-Arab Front to
fight fascism and occupation, which
go hand in hand.” However, he was
adamant that the conference “needs
commitments, not just declarations.”

Juan Carlos Marsan Aguil-
era, Cuban Ambassador to Aus-
tria, argued for efforts to protect
and expand the achievements of the
Cuban socialist revolution. He said
peace activists need to “continue
to defend independent, sovereign
socialism in Cuba” and its contribu-
tions to world peace, education, and
health. He told the conference that
there are currently Cuban doctors
in 29 African nations providing free
medical care and 30,000 African stu-
dents are being educated and trained
in Cuba, mostly as doctors.

Sexism and sexist oppression
were also discussed as a form of
economic and physical war against
women. “Patriarchal domination
prevents half of humankind from
developing freely,” Pierre Laurant,
a French Senator and National Sec-
retary of the PCF, told participants.

He urged a “reinvented interna-
tionalism, an internationalism that
can take stock of the diversity of our
forces and make them converge. Dif-
ferent political currents need to work
together.”

“We have to place solidarity at
the centre of our political fights,” he
concluded, “especially the fight for
peace.”

Marriane Simon-Ekane, from the
African Movement for New Inde-
pendence and Democracy in Cam-
eroon, expressed the sentiment of the
conference when she said, “We must
challenge a system that pushes the
world to the brink of destruction.”
People’s World &

Peruvian presidential runoff

Emile Schepers

Official results have not been
certified yet, but it appears that
Pedro Pablo Kuczynski of the
Peruvians for Change party has
beaten Keiko Fujimori of the Peo-
ple’s Force in the June 5 presi-
dential runoff election in Peru,
but by the thinnest of margins. If
these results are not reversed as
vote totals from Peruvian expa-
triates come in, Kuczynski will
have to figure out how to govern,
and the Peruvian left will have to
figure out how to operate under
his right wing, corporate oriented
administration.

In the first round, held on April
10, Kuczynski narrowly edged out
Veronika Mendoza of the Broad
Front, (Frente Amplio), a left alli-
ance which includes both of Peru’s
communist parties, the Communist
Party of Peru-Red Fatherland and
the Peruvian Communist Party. A
Fujimori-Mendoza runoff would

have provided a sharp ideological
contrast, but as it turned out, the
Peruvian left had to decide whether
to sit out or to push a vote for one of
the two right wing candidates.

Kuczynski, a banker with strong
ties to international finance capital,
and a former functionary of both the
World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund, was prime minister
of Peru under President Alejandro
Toledo (Peru has both a president
and a prime minister) from 2005 to
2006 and had served previously as
the country’s finance minister and,
before that, Minister of Mines. He
will certainly govern in the inter-
ests of international and Peruvian
capitalist interests. This will bring
him into sharp conflict with labour
unions, small farmers, environmen-
talists, indigenous people and the
left.

However, Keiko Fujimori
is seen as potentially ultra-right
extremist who would govern in a
fashion similar to that of her father,

former dictator Alberto Fujimori, in
power from 1990 to 2000, and cur-
rently serving a 25 year jail term
for corruption and abuses of power
during his administration, including
running death squads.

Keiko Fujimori ran on a popu-
list “get tough on crime” platform,
and tried, without much success, to
separate her image from that of her
father, even stating that she would
not pardon him if she were elected.
However, many Peruvians were not
convinced.

During Alberto Fujimori’s presi-
dency, his wife Susana Higuchi
(Keiko’s mother) divorced him
because of her objections to his
authoritarian policies, even accusing
him of having his thugs torture her.
Thereafter Keiko Fujimori acted as
his “first lady” of sorts, for ceremo-
nial occasions.

Also, during the current presi-
dential campaigns, there were major
scandals involving people in Keiko
Fujimori’s party, including party

chairman Joaquin Ramirez, who is
under investigation for money laun-
dering. Fujimori’s vice presidential
candidate is accused of trying to
interfere with the investigation of
Ramirez.

The clincher for many on the
Peruvian left was that in the first
round of voting, Keiko Fujimori’s
party, the People’s Force, won
an absolute parliamentary major-
ity. The spectacle of a right-wing
extremist holding both the presi-
dency and a legislative majority was
seen as a danger sign of a return to
dictatorship, so the left — and also
Verénika Mendoza — urged their
supporters not to boycott the runoff
election. Rather, they urged support-
ers to cast a tactical vote for Kuc-
zynski, in full recognition that they
would have to fight against many of
the economic policies he is likely
to push.

So at writing, with 97.11 per-
cent of the vote tallied, Kuczynski
is ahead with 50.14 percent of the

vote, to Fujimori’s 49.86 percent, a
percentage point spread of only .28.
The geographical distribution
of the vote is interesting. Gener-
ally, Kuczynski seems to have run
strongest in areas won by left-
ist Veronika Mendoza in the first
round. These include the ancient
Inca capital of Cuzco and other
regions of southern Peru with a
large proportion of indigenous
(Quechua and other) inhabitants.
When Alberto Fujimori used
extremely violent methods to sup-
press the ultra-leftist “Shining Path”
(Sendero Luminoso) guerrilla insur-
gency, indigenous communities suf-
fered disproportionately from the
ensuing repression. As for a poten-
tial new Kuczynski presidency, it
remains to be seen how effective the
left coalition will be in pressuring
him to enact progressive reforms;
they certainly have their work cut
out for them.
People’s World &
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Military spend
on war pot

Peter Reith claims in his column
(Sydney Morning Herald June 7)
“the most important legislation
to implement regards the manag-
ing our countries finances” when
bemoaning the obstructionist role
of independents in the Senate.
But with both major parties

committed to spending $1 trillion on
military and war — including $250
billion on new submarines and jet
fighters, it would seem a case of the
pot calling the kettle black. Their
trick has been to simply take their
military spending spree outside of
the Budget — and hope that nobody
will notice!

With our current account deficit
also over $1 trillion for the first time,
it shows the imminent economic
danger of the profligate major parties
— and that they have no basis for their
claim of being economically respon-
sible. That’s a very big spend at a
time of world economic uncertain-
ty and is so large an amount, that it
will create a problem for the Defence
department as to how to spend all of
the money over the next 10 or 20
years — and make certain we reach
the $2 trillion current account deficit
a lot quicker than the first!

Letters / Culture & Life

More than ever we need the
independents and the minor parties
to scrutinise and oppose these high
spending and economically non-pro-
ductive priorities of the major parties.
If you accept Peter Reith’s premise
that unnecessary spending is putting
at risk our economy, the Aussie dollar
and our standard of living, then
surely he is making a good argument
for voting for independents and the
minor parties.

Dr Con Costa
Sydney

Be there!

Our Great Barrier Reef is in a
state of emergency: 93 percent
of the Reef has been affected by
bleaching this summer and our
political leaders are failing to act.
That’s why six days before the

election, thousands of us will rally
where our Prime Minister can’t
miss us, and we need you to be
there!

To save our Reef we know we
have to shift to renewable energy
and away from polluting fossil fuels
like coal — now. Before he became
Prime Minister, Malcolm Turnbull
said our efforts to deal with climate
change have been betrayed by a lack
of leadership and political cowardice.
So, what’s changed since he’s been in
charge? Nothing. Zilch. His inaction
has let us down.

Join us in Malcolm’s neighbour-
hood on Sunday June 26 to call on
him to stand by his words and take
serious action on climate change.
When: 11am- 1pm, Sunday June 26
Where: Steyne Park, Double Bay

We need this rally to be big. If
thousands of us gather in a colourful
display, we’ll get media attention in
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Turnbull’s home turf that he won’t be
able to ignore. Together we can show
our leaders that action on climate is a
top election priority for Australians.
Are you in?

It’s a fun, vibrant and family-
friendly event. There’ll be a special
area just for kids with face painting,
banner making and cupcakes! We
recently launched The Kids’ Party —a
mock political party for kids to have
a say about their future. If you know
kids who care, now’s a great chance
to get them involved.

Can’t wait to see you there!

Jacki Boyce
Greenpeace Australia Pacific

by

Rob Gow

“Donald Trump has entered a new phase of autocratic weirdness ... He would govern like a spiteful tyrant, with all the awesome powers of a
president of the United States — seftling scores, punishing enemies, making impetuous, ignorant decisions”.

Trump and Monsanto - both are bad for you

Robert Kuttner, co-founder and co-editor
of The American Prospect magazine, was a
long-time columnist for Business Week, and
continues to write columns in the Boston
Globe and Huffington Post. In other words,
he is an experienced American journalist.
So when he writes that “Donald Trump has
entered a new phase of autocratic weirdness
... His rants at reporters display contempt
for the role of a free press. He would govern
like a spiteful tyrant, with all the awesome
powers of a president of the United States —
settling scores, punishing enemies, making
impetuous, ignorant decisions” his words
carry weight — or they should. After all,
even among right-wingers he’s not alone in
thinking like that about Trump.

In an article in the Huffington Post Kut-
tner names a whole clutch of Republican Party
notables who find Trump beyond the pale.
“Nebraska Senator Ben Sasse is one. Massa-
chusetts Governor Charlie Baker is a second.
And the 2012 GOP presidential nominee, Mitt
Romney, a third. ... New Mexico Governor
Susana Martinez, chair of the Republican Gov-
ernors’ Association and the rare high-ranking
Latina in Republican politics, has traded gibes
with Trump. ... Jeb Bush has said he will not
vote for either Trump or Hillary Clinton ... Karl
Rove has called Trump ‘a complete idiot’.”

To Kuttner’s disgust, however, a number of
Republicans “who were savaged, slandered and
humiliated by Trump” have nevertheless lined
up to endorse him. This surprises Kuttner who
calls them “craven.” He complains: “Do these
people have no self-respect, and no concern for
their country?”

I couldn’t say, but what I can say is that
Kuttner’s wish for “one of these senior Repub-
licans [to] break ranks and ... give a major
address warning against the menace of Trump
as an incipient fascist” would mean them going
against their class interests. And that’s just not
going to happen.

As we have said before, Trump really is a
fascist (never mind “incipient”). More middle
class Americans are waking up to this and real-
ising, as Kuttner has, that “Trump is a threat
to the American Republic, as real as a terror-
ist attack or an invasion. ... If, through a chain
of mishaps, Trump actually became president
and America’s first dictator, the more principled
[Republicans] would be wracked with regret.”

Much good those regrets will do them then.
Like the German bourgeois democrats who did
not oppose the “street lout” Hitler because they
thought he would save them from Bolshevism,
they too will share in the catastrophe he will
surely bring upon them.

Meanwhile, capitalism continues on its
merry way. When it comes to corporate prof-
its vs people’s health and general well-being,
under capitalism profits win out almost every
time. And when they don’t, the corporations
concerned cry “foul” and go on the attack to try
to change the decision to a more profit-friendly
one.

“For years Monsanto has claimed that
glyphosate, the key active ingredient in its
Roundup-brand herbicide is ‘safe’ because the
human body excretes it,” said Ronnie Cum-
mins, national director of US grass-roots
environment group, the Organic Consumers
Association (OCA). Now the results of a pilot

study, conducted by Moms Across America and
Sustainable Pulse, with support from Environ-
mental Arts & Research, have revealed that the
levels found in the breast milk of American
women were 760 to 1,600 times higher than
the European Drinking Water Directive allows
for individual pesticides (Glyphosate is both a
pesticide and herbicide).

“This pilot study is the first of its kind to
prove that Monsanto is wrong. In fact, this
preliminary study shows that glyphosate accu-
mulates in our bodies, and mothers are now
passing the toxin on to their infants via breast
milk.”

Monsanto of course is a very rich and very
powerful company. It wields great influence
with the agencies of the US government such
as the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
which recently raised the limits for the amount
of glyphosate residue allowed on human food.

According to Sustainable Pulse, glypho-
sate-containing herbicides such as Monsanto’s
Roundup are the top-selling herbicides in the
world. Monsanto’s sales of Roundup jumped 73
percent to $371 million in 2013 because of its
increasing use on genetically engineered crops
(GE Crops). In the US it is not only used in
agriculture but is widely sold to consumers to
spray on their lawns and gardens. Monsanto has
also waged a very successful sales campaign to
ensure the use of Roundup by municipalities to
control weeds in parks and roadways.

Monsanto is most unlikely to be phased
by this latest brouhaha. Glyphosate has been
linked by previous studies to a wide range of
chronic diseases, but Monsanto has thrown
money at its advertising agencies and the

problem has conveniently faded away. As the
OCA commented on the pilot study: “This is
another in a long line of studies showing the
many ways in which glyphosate poses a real
danger to human health. It’s time for Americans
to demand that the FDA, USDA and EPA ban
this toxin for good.”

The European Commission, the executive
arm of the EU, earlier this month put a proposal
to the EU governments to extend a licence for
the toxic herbicide by up to 18 months. The
original EU licence for glyphosate expired at
the end of June 2012 and has already been
extended twice. To the evident surprise of some
EU governments and corporations (not least
Monsanto), a majority declined to extend the
licence.

Monsanto is unlikely to take the decision
lying down.

#Thank You Bernie

Hillary Clinton and the Democratic Party
establishment appear to have successfully
thwarted the popular movement in their own
Party’s ranks to nominate Senator Bernie Sand-
ers for US president. However, his campaign
has not been entirely in vain. As Common
Dreams puts it: “Bernie supporters have flood-
ed the hashtag #ThankYouBernie with heartfelt
thanks — for taking on the Democratic estab-
lishment and fighting like hell, for recognising
black/poor/Palestinian lives, for inspiring the
young and not-so-young, for being tireless and
gracious against all odds, for speaking the truth,
doing what’s right, giving a damn. May he, and
we, prevail.” &



Guardian

The Champ’s ¢
The fight for p

John Woijcik

As Americans we are a people
wrapped up in sports. Young,
old, Black, white, Latino, Asian,
Native American, straight and gay
— most of us think sports at some
point on almost every given day.
So when we heard this weekend
about the death of Muhammad
Ali, we thought about those iconic
fights in which the Champ bested
Frazier and Forman.

All of us agree, as we were
reminded this weekend by all the on
and offline media, that Ali was the
greatest fighter ever to have come
upon the world scene. The same
media that is all too complacent in
pushing the narrative that Black
people are criminals had no difficulty
this weekend in praising a Black ath-
lete. Somehow in our love of sports
and violence, Black athletes can
escape the harsh treatment the media
gives to Black people who fight for
justice and sometimes get a bit loud
when they do so.

I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to put in a word for what I
think was the Champ’s greatest fight
— his unremitting, relentless fight for
Peace.

That fight and the taking of that
fight into the realm of politics, is a
fight they haven’t talked as much
about on TV this weekend. They
focused more on aspects of the
Champ that, in the eyes of the powers
that be, made him an “acceptable”
hero. The Champ shadow boxing
with President Bush or before him
President Reagan were two of those
“acceptable” scenes which to my
mind were two of countless attempts
by the ruling class to make a real peo-
ple’s hero safer.

When I was 17 years old, a year
before I could be drafted to go to
fight in Vietnam, I heard the Rever-
end Dr Martin Luther King Jr speak
in New York. King had said it was
time to break his silence on the war,
a move many cautioned him against.
“Keep civil rights and peace sepa-
rate,” they said. “It’s President John-
son’s war and he is a friend of civil
rights.” But King said he could be
silent no more and he actually quoted
the Champ who had beaten all well
known personalities, including Dr
King, in coming out against the war:
King quoted Ali who had declared:
“We are all — Black, brown and poor
whites — victims of the same system
of oppression.”

As a teenager thinking about a
war into which older teenagers were
being sent to die, I was inspired by

Ali’s act of resistance and by his
willingness to face imprisonment
for his action. Far greater men then
me, in their time, were inspired by
the Champ. Nelson Mandela report-
edly said whenever he was about to
lose hope during his long years of
imprisonment in South Africa he that
thought of Muhammad Ali.

I am a long time member of the
CPUSA. One of the things about my
Party’s history that makes me proud-
est is its role in “the fight for peace.”
Many say “fighting” for peace is
a contradiction. Muhammad Ali
showed, however, that a fight is pre-
cisely what it takes to win the peace.
The iconic, tough, fighting athlete
showed the country and the world
what it is that real fighters do. They
fight for peace.

Over the past weekend they aired
many of Ali’s “tough guys” quotes:
“I’'m the greatest,” “I’'m so bad I
make medicine sick,” “I sent a stone
to the hospital,” etc etc.

His greatest “tough guy” quote
was not aired as much however. It
was a quote that won Ali the enmity
of the right wing, the press and unfor-
tunately even too many liberals. It
was the quote that got him suspend-
ed for three years from boxing. Dave
Zirin mentioned it in his article in the
Nation. 1 repeat it here:

“Why should they ask me to put
on a uniform and go 10,000 miles
from home and drop bombs and bul-
lets on Brown people in Vietnam
while so-called Negro people in
Louisville are treated like dogs and
denied simple human rights? No, I'm
not going 10,000 miles from home to
help murder and burn another poor
nation simply to continue the dom-
ination of white slave masters over
the darker people the world over.
This is the day when such evils must
come to an end. I have been warned
that to take such a stand will cost me
millions of dollars. But I have said
it now and I will say it again. The
real enemy of my people is here. |
will not disgrace my religion, my
people or myself by becoming a tool
to enslave those who are fighting for
their own justice, freedom and equal-
ity. If I thought the war was going to
bring freedom and equality to 22 mil-
lion of my people they wouldn’t have
to draft me, I’d join tomorrow. [ have
nothing to lose by standing up for my
beliefs. So I’ll go to jail. We’ve been
in jail 400 years.”

Even in the context of today’s
events this was a powerful state-
ment. Ali brought together the strug-
gles for peace and the fight for justice
on the domestic front. Up until that
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Muhammad Ali: “We are all - Black, brown and poor whites — victims of the same system of oppression.”

speech, the civil rights movements
and the peace movements, both
growing rapidly on the American
scene, were separate from one anoth-
er. The conventional wisdom, even
in liberal circles, was that you didn’t
mix civil rights with anti-war work.
Even today we’d be better off if the
presidential candidates challenging
the right wing would, as did Ali, do
more to make this connection.

But in his day Ali was a pio-
neer in the effort to join together the
two then-separate movements. The
Champ played a key role in uniting
those movements thereby strength-
ening both.

It had a profound effect on us
teenagers in those days. Here was
the strong, powerful and clever sports
hero of the day, just a few years our
senior, the fighting Champ taking on
a second fight — this one outside the
boxing ring. He took this second fight
to the halls of power. He did it on
behalf of his Black brothers and sis-
ters who were dying in larger num-
bers than anyone else in Vietnam
and dying from lack of opportunity
in cities here at home. He did it on
behalf of the rest of us too — every-
one else victimised in any way by an
oppressive system. What he did in
waging that fight for peace will make
him live forever.
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On forgetting Fukushima

March was the fifth anniversary

of the Fukushima nuclear disaster.
Robert Jacobs* argues that we
have to do more than remember
Fukushima, we have to learn how to
remember Fukushima.

In March the media and social networks
are busy remembering Fukushima on the
fifth anniversary of the earthquake, tsu-
nami and nuclear meltdown, but what we
are really observing is the beginning of the
work of forgetting Fukushima. Fukushima
is taking its place alongside the many for-
gotten nuclear disasters of the last 70 years.
Like Mayak and Santa Susana, soon all
that will be left of the Fukushima nuclear
disaster are the radionuclides that will cycle
through the ecosystem for millennia. In that
sense we are internalising Fukushima into
our body unconsciousness.

Forgetting begins with lies. In Fukushima
the lies began with TEPCO (the owner of the
power plants) denying that there were any melt-
downs when they knew there were three. They
knew they had at least one full meltdown by
the end of the first day, less than 12 hours after
the site was struck by a powerful earthquake
knocking out the electrical power. TEPCO
continued to tell this lie for three months, even
after hundreds of thousands of people had been
forced to or voluntarily evacuated. In Febru-
ary TEPCO admitted that it was aware of the
meltdowns much earlier, or to put it bluntly, it
continued to hide the fact that it had been lying
for five years.

The government of Japan had such weak
regulation of the nuclear industry that it was
completely reliant on TEPCO for all informa-
tion about the state of the plants and the risks
to the public. It was reduced to being an echo
chamber for the denials coming from a com-
pany that was lying. The people living near
the plants, and downwind as the plumes from
explosions in three plants carried radionuclides
high into the air and deposited large amounts of
radiation far beyond the evacuation zones, had
to make life-and-death decisions as they were
being lied to and manipulated.

Lying about nuclear issues is not unique
to Japan or Fukushima. It began with the first
use of nuclear weapons against human beings,
in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. When announc-
ing the first attack, US President Harry Truman
referred to Hiroshima as a “military base”, and
said it was chosen specifically to avoid civil-
ian casualties. Hiroshima was a naval base (in
a country whose navy was already destroyed),
but the truth is that the city was chosen to dem-
onstrate vividly the power of the super-weap-
on and the bomb was aimed at the city centre,
the area most densely populated with civil-
ians. After the war the US claimed that these
attacks, in which over 100,000 people were
killed instantly, actually saved lives.

The most powerful legacy of Chernobyl,
besides its long-lived radiation, is the wide-
spread use of the word “radiophobia” by nucle-
ar industry apologists to describe the public
response to large releases of radiation: fear.
Look for this word and sentiment in the many
articles published on the occasion of the fifth
anniversary of the Fukushima disaster. When
you see it, or read the claim that more people
were harmed at Fukushima by their own irra-
tional fears than by radiation, you are seeing the
work of forgetting turn its cruel wheels.

Behind those wheels are the shattered
lives and emotional well-being of hundreds of
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thousands of people whose communities were
destroyed and whose families were ripped apart
by the disaster. People, whose anxieties will
rise every time they or their children run a high
fever, suffer a nosebleed or test positively for
cancer. People whose suffering — at no fault of
their own — is becoming invisible.

Soon when we talk about Fukushima we
will reduce the human impact to a quibbling
over numbers: how many cases of thyroid
cancer, how many confirmed illnesses. Lost,
hidden, forgotten will be the hundreds of thou-
sands of people forced to flee their homes, in
many cases permanently, and try to rebuild their
shattered lives. Public relations profession-
als and industry scientists will say that these
people did this to themselves. And the curtain
will draw ever downward as we forget them.

This is the tradition of nuclear forgetting.

The production sites of the Manhattan
Project are being transformed into Disney
theme parks of American exceptionalism, their
local legacies of cancer and contamination
becoming footnotes without citation sourc-
es lost amidst the museum exhibits and com-
memorations hailing the greatness of American
science and engineering. The actual goal, and
accomplishment, of destroying two cities and
the hundreds of thousands of people living in
them barely receives brief mention at the end of
the celebration: confirmation of the successful
application of American power and justice that
the victims brought upon themselves. In Amer-
ica we honour the memory of the architects of
this mass murder, and forget the victims.

Some of the difficulty in remembering
those affected by nuclear disasters is system-
ic, and some strategic. Radiation is difficult to
understand. Exposure to radiation embodies
what Rob Nixon describes as slow violence,
“formless threats whose fatal repercussions
are dispersed across space and time”. The
slow impact of the catastrophe of nuclear dis-
aster dislocates it from the disaster itself. The
news cameras of the world were focused on
the Fukushima Daiichi plants while they were
exploding, but as the fallout of those plumes
settled to earth, other catastrophic events drew
our collective gaze elsewhere. Most health
effects from exposure to radiation unfold over

years and blend into the low moan of tragedies
that afflict people in their personal lives, uncou-
pled from the events that caused them by our
perception of the passage of time.

This dynamic has been useful to those
promoting nuclear power and discounting the
health impacts of exposures to radiation since
the advent of nuclear technologies. Many of
the cancers that progress out of these exposures
result from the internalising of radiological ele-
ments and then surface as ingestion cancers,
such as thyroid cancer whose causation cannot
be directly demonstrated on a case-by-case
basis. When numbers spike, as in the case of
thyroid cancers, some scientists claim that this
is merely the result of more intensive screening.
This manipulation of ambiguity is the bread
and butter of the denial of the health effects of
widely distributed radioactive particles, such
as the situation facing people living downwind
from the Fukushima plants.

In addition to thyroid cancer, ingestion can-
cers that are caused by internalised particles
tend to appear as lung cancer, bowel cancer,
stomach cancer, throat cancer and cancers of
other parts of the body that process what we
swallow and inhale. These cancers are common
and have multiple origins, allowing nuclear
apologists to obfuscate the role that radiation
may have played. This is strategic forgetting.

We have to do more than remember Fuku-
shima; we have to learn how to remember
Fukushima. To do this we must learn to see
the impacts of radiation exposures before
they become vaguely visible as cancers nes-
tled in health population statistics (for exam-
ple, at Chernobyl and Hanford). Already higher
than normal rates of thyroid cancer have been
detected in children living in the plumes of
the Fukushima explosions. But before we are
reduced to arguing about numbers of attribut-
able cancers (as at Chernobyl), we need to learn
to see the larger and subtler manifestations of
radiation disasters in the human community.

Meanwhile, the psychological and emo-
tional legacies of radiation exposures can be
as devastating as some of the physiological
impacts. Multi-generational families that are
split into separate “temporary” accommoda-
tions, children who are taught they must avoid

contact with nature, marriages dissolved by
the conflicting financial requirements for one
parent to keep a job while the other takes the
children away from radiological hazards, and
lifelong anxiety over each illness because of
uncertainty over one’s exposure — all disrupt
families, communities and individuals.

Hundreds of thousands of lives have been
disrupted by the Fukushima disaster, leaving
people who must pick up the pieces and carry
on by themselves.

There is good reason to fixate on the cluster
f**k that is the remediation of the Fukushima
site, and to track the ceaseless entry of radionu-
clides into the ocean that will continue for dec-
ades; the still lethal melted nuclear cores of the
plants will need to be removed and contained
(a process that will take numerous decades) and
the flow of radiation into the sea will continue
to affect the local ecosystem and the food chain
in the Pacific Ocean. However, we should not
allow our gaze to remain fixed on the nuclear
plants; we must learn to see the deep wounds
to society that are left to heal in darkness. We
must learn to bring the whole of the popula-
tion and ecosystem that suffer from radiologi-
cal disasters into the light of our awareness and
concerns.

We must grieve for all that has been lost and
we must hold government and the TEPCO Cor-
poration responsible for assisting those whose
lives have been shattered. We can demand cor-
porate and governmental compensation and
medical monitoring for those whose health and
wellbeing have been compromised, for those
displaced from their homes by radiation, and
for those who have lost their livelihood because
of the contamination and loss of public faith in
the food they grow or fish they catch.

We can remember all of those who have
been affected. And we can learn how to under-
stand the long, slow violence that follows
behind the compelling first week of the nuclear
disasters yet to come.

*Robert Jacobs is an associate professor at
the Hiroshima Peace Institute at Hiroshima City
University.
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