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Cast your vote
for Medicare

Anna Pha

Medicare, the public hospital system and
the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS)
have together provided the people of Aus-
tralia with comprehensive cover and a
world-class public health system. Now all
of that is under threat.

Bulk billing, universal access and quali-
ty care are the pillars of Medicare. They are
being dismantled and replaced by user pays,
with access dependent on ability to pay. Staff
in under-funded public hospitals are already
struggling to maintain quality care.

The government is in the process of dis-
mantling the public health system and going
down the path of the profits-first American
health system, the most expensive and the
worst in terms of access and needs-based treat-
ments of the industrialised nations.

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and
Health Minister Sussan Ley have connived to
cloak their agenda with evasive language and
weasel words. They are proceeding by stealth,
with Ley lying at every step about the govern-
ment’s Healthier Medicare, Healthier Popu-
lation and Healthier Nation while taking the
knife to funding and preparing to restrict access
to public health services.

The Abbott/Hockey 2014 budget cuts of
$54 billion to public hospital funding for the
states and territories are still on the agenda.

A Medicare co-payment is being intro-
duced by the back door with a six-year freeze
on doctors’ rebates. This comes on top of earlier
freezes. Doctors are campaigning against this
freeze which is hurting their incomes. Some
have already been forced to abandon bulk bill-
ing for economic reasons.

The government plans to make co-pay-
ments obligatory for all patients. Patient con-
tributions for prescription medications are set
to rise even higher. Safety net thresholds are
also set to increase.

This is an extremely regressive policy
which would hit hardest the sickest and those
least able to afford it. The data confirms that
those who visit the doctor the most often tend to
be older and on lower incomes and more likely
not to see their GP because of cost.

Medicare cheaper and
more efficient

Government and media claims about
unsustainable, runaway costs of Medicare and
the PBS are pure fiction — an attempt to justify
a callous cost-cutting agenda.

Film review
Florence Foster Jenkins

The importance of healthcare cannot be
overstated. Yet the government, with a total
annual budget of around $445 billion, can only
find $22.7 billion for Medicare!

Likewise spending on the PBS is not out
of control as is implied. Government spending
on the PBS is $10.4 billion. (It actually fell in
2015.) That includes some expensive, life-sav-
ing medications that would otherwise be out of
reach of those requiring them. Surely that is not
a big ask out of a budget of $445 billion!

The Abbott/Hockey plan to implement $54
billion in cuts to public hospital funding has not
been withdrawn. That money will be used to
fund corporate tax cuts and contribute towards
a runaway, unsustainable military budget. In the
2016-17 Budget there is a token pre-election
increase of $2.9 billion over three years.

It has been demonstrated time and time
again, that the public health system can deliver
better quality and at a lower price. There are
no layers of profit built into the system. There
are no vested interests paying higher prices
or charging high fees. There are no financial
motives for taking short-cuts.

The surgeons and other practitioners do
not have a financial interest in a public hospi-
tal or day centre where they are carrying out
procedures.

No funding crisis

The government can find $6.5 billion per
annum to subsidise otherwise unviable private
hospitals through the rebate on private health
insurance premiums. It can forgo billions of
dollars in future taxation revenue by slashing
corporate tax from 30 to 25 cents in the dollar;
the big four banks alone stand to make a killing
of $7.4 billion from that.

At the same time as portraying healthcare
funding as unsustainable, the government allo-
cated a whopping $47 billion in subsidies to
the fossil fuel sector over the next four years.
That’s two years of Medicare funding.

Even more obscene and unjustifiable is the
bloated military budget. The Turnbull/Morri-
son government can find $195 billion for “addi-
tional capacity” over the next 10 years over the
ongoing military budget. This is around $30 bil-
lion per annum and rising. In total it has budg-
eted for $1 trillion over the next 20 years for
killing machines and war preparations.

Just 10 percent or 20 percent of that mil-
itary spending of that “additional capacity”,
if redirected to public health services, would
amount to an additional $5 billion to $10 bil-
lion a year.

Continued on page 2
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Penalty rates a test of commitment

Weekend penalty rates have become an electioneering hot potato.
The Fair Work Commission (FWC) is due to release its decision
on whether to cut the Sunday rate to the Saturday level soon after
the July 2 poll. The attitudes of the big two parties and the Greens
are very instructive and have given voters a lot to think about in
an election where growing income inequality and corruption have
become central issues.

The Liberals and Labor are making a great show of respect for
the “independent umpire” as it considers the employers’ application.
Turnbull & Co are confident that pressure from big business and
precedents already set by deals in the retail and fast food sector
will get the pay-cutting measure across the line. Labor says it will
use its influence with the Commission, including the making of a
submission, to preserve current penalty rates. If the FWC backs
a cut, would-be PM Bill Shorten has undertaken to abide by the
decision.

Mr Shorten, who was embarrassed during the Heydon Royal
Commission about a penalties-scrapping deal brokered during his
time at the head of the Australian Workers Union, is confident
the FWC will see sense. Asked what exactly he would do if the
Commission backed the cut he replied — “Well sorry, what if alien
life makes contact with earth?” While insisting “that only a Labor
government can be trusted to protect our penalty rates system”, he
is resisting taking any practical measures to guarantee that outcome.

The Greens lit a fire under the issue with a call for legislation to
safeguard current penalty rates. Mr Shorten and some right wing
leaders in the trade union movement have called the proposition
“nuts”. Aside from showing a lack of faith in the “independent
umpire” it would, they claim, load a gun for a future Coalition to
fire. If Labor legislates to preserve workers’ rights, the Coalition
could simply get back in and legislate them away. This strange
defence ignores the fact that both Labor and the Coalition have been
legislating away the gains made by the trade union movement for
a very long time now. The Fair Work Act and the gutted “modern
award” system are testament to that.

Unions Victoria has backed the demand for legislation. Victorian
Trades Hall Council secretary Luke Hilakari agrees penalty rates
should be added to the current 10 minimum employment entitle-
ments contained in the National Employment Standards. The Shop,
Distributive and Allied Employee Association (SDA), which has
negotiated a number of penalties-slashing deals lately, has sug-
gested that if the Sunday rate cut was endorsed, that Sunday shifts
should be purely “voluntary”. Anybody with experience with retail
employers will attest to how unrealistic such an arrangement truly
would be.

In the meantime, workers have witnessed wages growth at an
18-year low. The 7-Eleven virtual slave labour scandal reveals
itself to be the tip of a very big iceberg. Experts are warning that
“disruptive technologies” like Uber and Airtasker could create a
new hi-tech Hungry Mile where workers wait at the whim of the
wealthy to carry out a low paid chore. Woolworths is in strife for
engaging contractors to collect trolleys at very low rates of pay
and in an atmosphere of intimidation.

A glimmer of hope that the FWC will come down on the cor-
rect side of the penalties question was a recent decision to veto
an SDA-brokered pay deal between shop assistants and the Coles
supermarket chain. A case brought to the FWC by trolley worker
Duncan Hart found that the deal has cost low-paid workers around
$70 million a year. Some were as much as $3,500 a year worse
off. The agreement failed the “Better Off Overall Test” miserably.

This case notwithstanding, it would be foolish for workers to
buy the “independent umpire” snake oil. Action by unions sup-
ported by the community is the only way to protect and advance
the interests of workers against the employer onslaught. The call
of the Greens for legislation to protect penalty rates should be
supported. Actions protesting the outrageous, super-exploitation
of low-paid workers must be supported, also. The election won’t
resolve the underlying problems manifesting themselves in scandal-
ous newspaper headlines. The struggle for radical change of the
system will go on. As capitalism slips deeper into crisis the need
for organisation and bold action will increase regardless of the
outcome on July 2.

PRESS FUND

There’s never been a more exciting time for getting rid of a
government! And that could well happen, with the Turnbull regime
fighting off rebellion within its own ranks, the Abbott faction
determined to undermine Turnbull’s every move and Labor
snapping at the coalition’s heels. It looks as though there’ll be a
knife-edge decision by voters, with the left-wing and progressive
independents and parties having the final say on post-election
legislation, regardless of who actually wins government. We want
to keep you informed about significant events as the election
campaigns thunder towards the finishing line. However, we need
Press Fund contributions, and at the moment they’re in very
short supply. So please send us something for the next issue if you
possibly can, we really need your help. Many thanks to this week’s
contributors, as follows:

Hans $20, Mark Mannion $5, “Rough Red” $5,
“Round Figure” $10

This week’s total: $40 Progressive total: $3,656
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Hands off our ABC

For more than 80 years, the ABC
has touched the lives of all Aus-
tralians in one way or another.
Whether it is watching Play School
as a child, debating Triple J’s Hot-
test 100 with friends, tuning into
our favourite radio programs or
keeping up-to-date with the latest
news and current affairs, the ABC
plays a pivotal role in informing
and shaping our views about Aus-
tralian life and contributing to our
sense of nation identity.

Yet for too long the ABC has
been taken for granted, receiving
less and less funding from govern-
ment while providing more services
than ever before as new technology
has evolved.

Today, the ABC delivers con-
tent across four television chan-
nels, online, to your mobile device
or digital radio. The ABC keeps
communities informed in a crisis,
through our vital national emer-
gency broadcast service. We take
for granted that the ABC delivers its
suite of services to us wherever we
are, whenever we need it.

When the ABC is required to do
so much more with less, it’s inevita-
ble the cracks start to show.

We all love the ABC. We are
proud of what the ABC represents
in Australian lives. But the rate of
technological progress has far out-
stripped the funding made available

by successive federal governments.
That means it’s getting progressive-
ly harder to maintain a strong ABC
now and for the next generation of
Australians.

The ABC’s “make-do” solutions
to the chronic massive underfunding
crisis are unsustainable.

What we stand for

We call on the current Austral-
ian government and other political
parties to commit to the following 5
principles:

1. Restore ABC funding to a
sustainable level over the next two
ABC triennial funding agreements.

The ABC cannot continue to
provide Australians with the level
of innovative and comprehensive
broadcasting services required
under the ABC Charter without the
significant restoration of the $254
million in funding and 400 jobs
which have been stripped from the
organisation.

2. Respect the editorial and
programming independence of the
ABC as enshrined in the ABC Act.

Governmental interference in
the ABC undermines the integrity
of its news coverage and it must
always be independent of any politi-
cal influence.

3. Keep the ABC 100%
commercial-free.

The vast majority of Australians

do not want commercial advertising
disrupting their ABC programs and
services or on ABC websites. Fur-
ther the ABC’s position as our most
trusted source of News relies on
the ABC being free of commercial
influence.

4. Curtail outsourcing and do
not seek to privatise or commercial-
ise any parts of the ABC.

Since its inception in 1932, the
ABC has been one of Australia’s
most loved public institutions. New
technology and anticipated changes
to media ownership mean that now
more than ever, Australians are reli-
ant on the ABC to tell their stories.
The ABC must retain control of its
functions including its internal pro-
duction, if the ABC is to fulfil its
Charter obligation and represent and
reflect regional diversity.

5. Foster and retain a diverse,
skilled workforce that can create
and deliver exciting Australian
content.

Increased casualisation and cen-
tralisation of ABC jobs in Sydney
and Melbourne are deskilling and
demoralising the ABC workforce.
As a publicly-owned institution
and model employer, the ABC has
a responsibility to provide secure
jobs, whole of industry training and
model working conditions.

CPSU-MEAA &
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Basic human right

Health care is a basic human
right, not a commodity to be bought
and sold on markets to those who can
afford it. Yet that is what the govern-
ment plans to do if it is re-elected. If
it gains control of the Senate, there
will be no stopping it.

In pre-Medicare days visits to the
GP, blood tests, medications and hos-
pitalisation were dependent on ability
to pay. People lost their homes, went
to jail for unpaid debts and even died
through lack of access to treatment.

Expand public health
system

The public health system needs to
be adequately funded and resourced.
Staff should be paid in line with
their qualifications, experience and
responsibilities.

The Communist Party of Austral-
ia (CPA) is calling for dental care to
be included under Medicare.

It is vital that regional and rural
Australia and Indigenous communi-
ties receive the funding and access to
the services they need.

Disability and aged care are

voie for Medicare

other areas which are neglected, in
which patients often receive second
class care, if any care at all. Support
for mental health patients is badly
lacking.

Greater use of salaried doctors,
not just in hospitals but in the com-
munity and for aged care facilities,
could have great benefits in the care
and services provided.

Government i.e. taxpayer subsi-
dies to the private sector for health
services should be abolished.

The CPA calls for prescriptions
to be free to patients and medications
funded out of central revenue.

To raise the necessary fund-
ing for these and other progressive
reforms such as a greater focus on
preventative care, a number of meas-
ures can be taken.

Funding

These include:
* phasing out the private health
insurance rebate
no corporate tax cuts
an end to the Australia-US
alliance and Australia’s massive
arms build up.
dental care should be included
under Medicare
bulk billing should be universal

with doctors’ rebate fully indexed
or doctors given the choice of
being salaried

* home care, aged care and so much
more should be fully funded and
universal.

The Communist Party supports
medical and other health services
being funded centrally through a pro-
gressive taxation system.

Universal access, a central pillar
of Medicare, can only be achieved
by services being free at point of
delivery.

Centralised funding turns the
private, user-pays model on its head.
Instead of access and quality of
health care based on ability to pay,
access becomes universal and abil-
ity to pay determines the contribu-
tion to costs.

A compulsory co-payment spells
the death of bulk billing. Means test-
ing spells the end of universal access.
In other words, these two actions
amount to the destruction of our
Medicare.

When voting on July 2, put the
Coalition and other conservative par-
ties and conservative independents
last. Vote for Medicare by support-
ing the Australian Greens and other
left and progressive candidates. &

‘?UOTE OF THE WEEK

Liberalism stems from petty-bourgeois selfishness, it places personal interests first and

the interests of the revolution second, and this gives rise to ideological, political and
organisational liberalism. People who are liberals look upon the principles of Marxism as
abstract dogma. They approve of Marxism, but are not prepared to practise it or to practise
it in full; they are not prepared to replace their liberalism by Marxism. These people have
their Marxism, but they have their liberalism as well — they talk Marxism but practise
liberalism; they apply Marxism to others but liberalism to themselves. They keep both
kinds of goods in stock and find a use for each.

J)

Mao Zedong
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Silver lining in

The Arts Party has succeeded in their elec-
tion crowdfunding drive, raising 122% of
their target, almost $43,000. PJ Collins,
leader of the Party, said “This is a wonder-
ful moment, we crowdfunded to form and
now have crowdfunded again to fight this
election. We will definitely be on voting slips
across the country in July!”

However, celebrations have been tempered
by what some are describing as “the worst week
ever in Australian Arts” in the last month’s
federal budget. The Australia Council’s Four-
Year Funding announcement has many losers
and will signal closure for cultural organisa-
tions across the country, many with decades of
achievement behind them.

Collins continued, “This is an insult to
community and not-for-profit organisations
everywhere. With a federal budget worth over
$470 billion, the Australia Council has only
$28 million to spread across the entire country
and cover their four-year Funding Program for
cultural work. That’s a little over $1 for every
Australian.”

Australia Council CEO Tony Grybowski
says he is “proud and in many ways pleased
with this”. In response, Collins said “that makes
absolutely no sense to us. In a country with an
ever growing population we should be receiv-
ing ever greater cultural investment and gov-
ernment support. Instead we have constant and
major cuts to our communities and opportu-
nity in developing and recognising our native
talent.”

He continued: “We are stunting the future

potential of Australia. Virtually all the standout
artists, actors, musicians and performers who
entertain us, make us think and feel together
and so often make us proud to be Australian,
all got their lucky breaks somewhere small,
somewhere local. In community theatres, music
venues and galleries, often with support, advice
and training provided by small and medium
sized cultural organisations.”

That framework is being progressively dis-
mantled in Australia today. “At what point do
we stop being the Lucky Country? When there’s
virtually no live music left? When youth thea-
tre is completely gone? When our publishing
industry evaporates entirely or the film industry
is reduced to simply supplying crew for Holly-
wood blockbusters on the Gold Coast?”

Collins continued, “This is a year of disas-
ter and misfortune for the arts in Australia and
the cultural lives of us all. The outlook for the
next few years is no better; we have seen how
the arts and our creative industries are valued
by our politicians. This has all strengthened our
resolve to go to the election and stand up for
this essential and hugely undervalued part of
our lives in Australia.

“We now have over 2,000 paid members
and a clear mandate to stand up for the cultural
life of every Australian at this election. People
are joining us every day. The only way Aus-
tralia is going to get a better deal is to go to the
elections and vote for change, by voting for the
arts! We want a million votes for the arts at this
election!” &
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Sunday Too Far Away (1975) was the first feature produced by the South Australian Film
Corporation, a South Australian government statutory corporation that was established in 1972.

Stolen wages payments begin in Qld

Alf Wilson

Payment of outstanding stolen
wages has started to Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander claim-
ants around Queensland. Thou-
sands of Indigenous people are
owed wages which were system-
atically stolen by government and
employers up until the 1970s, as
many worked as virtual slaves.

Many have died without receiv-
ing their full payments, while others
are frail and ill.

not claim. Payments were also
capped at $4,000, which many con-
sidered grossly inadequate for years
of lost payments.

The Queensland Council of
Unions (QCU) has been at the fore-
front of the stolen wages campaign
since the Queensland Labor govern-
ment was elected early last year.

QCU Brisbane-based field offic-
er Lara Watson told the Koori Mail
it was her understanding that all
living past eligible claimants have
received their top-up payments, but

will continue priority payments for
those approved, paying claimants
over the age of 70, who have a dis-
ability or have a terminal illness
first,” she said.

“Priority”

“They are taking applications
from people claiming for a person
that has passed, but priority is to
living claimants first.” Watson said
the Department of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Partnerships
was assisting people with Claims,

the Koori Mail that about 200 Palm
Island claimants had been paid.

Community meetings for stolen
wages claimants were held around
Queensland last year. After that, the
Reparations Taskforce was formed,
which made recommendations to
the state government about distribu-
tion of outstanding money to eligi-
ble claimants.

Applications were invited from
claimants from mid-December.

Treasurer and Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Partnerships

injustices of the past for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Queens-
landers whose wages and savings
were controlled under former gov-
ernment policies.”

Pitt thanked Reparations Task-
force chair, Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Social Justice Com-
missioner Mick Gooda, and the
taskforce members for their con-
sultation with all interested parties
from every corner of the state to
bring a greater sense of closure to
the issue of reparations.

While the Beattie government they should call 1800 619 505 if and staff will visit claimants and Minister Curtis Pitt said it “was Koori Mail &
introduced a compensation scheme they haven’t. Indigenous organisations. important to right this historical
in 2002, many Indigenous workers “There is an independent panel Gail Barry, a member of the wrong”.
didn’t qualify, often due to lack of setup to review past ineligible Stolen Wages Reparations Taskforce “Our reparations scheme is
paperwork, and descendents could claims and new claims, and they set up by the state government, told  about acknowledging the historical
Pete’s Corner Farewell ... for now. Pete is on leave. Sydney

You are invited to attend watch or participate in a

RADOME*
ERECTION

12 noon Saturday June 11
Town Hall Square

An event to promote awareness of the existence of
— and dangers presented by — the US communications facility
in Central Australia, known as Pine Gap.

During the event a model of one of the radomes at
Pine Gap will be created from cardboard and duct fape.
*radome — “a domed cover over an aerial system designed to allow the free passage of radio waves”.

Contact Denis Doherty 0418 290 663
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Put the Liberals last
WA CFMEU Federal Election Campaign Launch

Richard Titelius

PERTH: One month out from the
election, the active and militant
Construction, Forestry, Mining
and Energy Union launched its
Federal Election Campaign at its
headquarters in the old Trades
Hall in Perth.

The CFMEU is one union that
has incurred the ideological wrath of
the ruling class and the party repre-
senting its interests led by PM Mal-
colm Turnbull.

The proceedings were chaired
by Unions WA secretary Meredith
Hammat, and commenced with an
introduction from CFMEU state sec-
retary Mick Buchan.

Buchan addressed the hundreds
who filled the room, spilling out into
adjacent corridors about a recent
decision by Fair Work Building and
Construction (FWBC). The decision
saw the WA Branch of the CFMEU
fined $21,225 for picketing a con-
struction site where employers had
failed to pay wages and other enti-
tlements, including superannuation
for months.

The picketing, Buchan said,
resulted in the employers coughing
up over $380,000 in unpaid wages.
During the struggle some workers
had already sold their cars, suffered
relationship breakdowns and other
personal difficulties from the months
of going without pay. The dispute at
a construction site at the Perth Air-
port involved a number of companies
and contractors. One even declared
himself bankrupt to avoid paying the
debts and the very next day set up
another company under a different
name.

Buchan was rightfully furious
that the FWBC hadn’t directed its
efforts at going after the fraudulent
practices of some of these construc-
tion companies, instead choosing to
go after the CFMEU.

In essence the action by the
FWBC against the CFMEU expos-
es the fundamental class nature of
industrial relations and the need for
strong unions and the rights won over
many years of struggle.

ALP Senator Sue Lines then fol-
lowed highlighting the momentum
that is building on the side of the
working class to unify and defend
their rights from the ongoing anti-
worker attacks by the Abbott/Turn-
bull Liberal governments. Lines
spoke of the legislative attacks by the
Liberal government, attacks led by
the WA Senator, Employment Minis-
ter Michaelia Cash against a number
of unions including the CPSU/PSU
(Border Protection workers) and
TWU-member truck drivers who
saw the government abolish the Road
Safety Remuneration Tribunal.

Lines joined Buchan in saying
these attacks demonstrated that
unions and their members, support-
ers and the community needed to
unite in working to defeat the Turn-
bull government.

Here it should be noted that it has
been the Greens during the current
government who have been instru-
mental in taking a stand against a
number of reactionary measures
aimed at workers’ rights.

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia campaigns for the defeat of
the Turnbull Liberal government at
the July 2 election and recommends
putting the Liberals last. &

Trumped up

Nauruan police have arrested
a 39-year-old Iranian asylum
seeker, Hamid Nadaf, on trumped
up charges of “threatening
behaviour.”

Hamid was arrested on Friday
afternoon, June 3, around 4pm, near
the family compound RPC3, and is
now being held in the Nauru jail.

Hamid, his wife and eight-year-
old son have been in detention on
Nauru since February 2014, and he
has played a very active role in the
daily protests in the Nauru family
compound RPC3, since March 20
this year.

The police have refused to
allow Hamid’s wife to see him and
have told her that he will be held
and brought before the court on
June 13.

Asylum seekers and refugees
on the island see his arrest as a clear
case of victimisation and an attempt
to stifle the daily protests that have
spread to refugee compounds across
the island. Today (June 5) will be
the 78th day of protest in the family
camp.

Protests on Nauru have declared
that Hamid is innocent and are call-
ing for his release. (Videos available
on request.)

Police say they are acting on a

complaint by a Nauruan citizen who
felt “threatened” when they read the
contents of a letter that supposedly
fell from Hamid’s pocket when he
was riding a motor-bike.

The supposed letter has not
been disclosed and in any case
Hamid is not able to write in
English.

Hamid’s arrest seems to be part
of new police tactics to intimidate
the protesters, now that “attempt-
ing suicide” is no longer a criminal
offence.

An Iraqi man was arrested, in
similar circumstances to Hamid’s,
on May 6, on the basis of a com-
plaint to Nauruan police that the
man had made threats to “set fire”
or “make an explosion” on Nauru.

“Hamid’s arrest has angered
asylum seekers and refugees on
the island and has ensured the pro-
tests will grow louder and spread
further,” said Ian Rintoul, spokes-
person for the Refugee Action
Coalition.

“It has also exposed the lack
of the rule of law on Nauru, with
the police acting as an unaccount-
able extension of the Nauruan and
Australian governments. Hamid
and the Iraqi man should be freed
immediately.” &

Guardian

Senator Sue Lines speaking at the launch.

Grant Osland*

I recently spoke with the national
secretary of the Maritime Union
of Australia Veterans association,
Fred Krausert, in his Newcastle
office. Fred is well known in pro-
gressive circles in Newcastle and
beyond. We discussed the work of
the association (which has branch-
es in every state as well as inter-
national affiliations) in furthering
the interests of the working class,
both working and retired.

The association has a class per-
spective and opposes the domina-
tion of society by the big monopoly
corporations. It particularly sees
the threat posed by the monopolies
to the security and dignity of older,
retired workers.

Fred highlighted a number of
struggles the MUA Vets were active
in — struggles which brought them
into conflict with the agenda of big
business and their control of gov-
ernment. Foremost among these
“was the rape of the public health
system by private corporations, and

the disgusting attempt to profit from
the health problems of the people.
The association fights to retain

the universal health care system

of Medicare, and to extend it to
include dental care.

“Everywhere Medicare is under
attack from the private health insur-
ers and the big monopoly health
corporations. Health and the costs
of health care are a particularly
pressing problem for the older
retired worker.”

Fred also spoke of the MUA
Vets policy on pensions. Firstly,
that pensions rather than superan-
nuation, should form the basis of
retirement income. This was seen as
fairer, less discriminatory, and in the
best interests of the worker and the
ordinary person. Secondly, the asso-
ciation lobbied for the aged pension
to be increased to 35% of the total
average male wage (currently pen-
sions are 27.7%).

Another area that Fred and the
association are passionate about
is the aged care system. As with
health, big monopoly corporations

Sydney

(whether private, religious or NGO)
are taking control of aged care, in
anticipation of big profits.

The association also fully sup-
ports the MUA’s campaign for the
re-establishment of a national ship-
ping line and a national ship build-
ing industry. These industries need
to be owned by the Australian gov-
ernment on behalf of the Australian
people.

Fred’s work and the work of the
MUA Vets association highlights
how we must all struggle to oppose
big business’s efforts to turn every
facet of our lives (whether health,
welfare, retirement) into a source
of profit. We have to fight, but ulti-
mately as Fred remarked in our
interview, the solution lies in the
working class and its allies taking
control of their society and running
it on the basis of the needs of the
people, not the profit needs of the
corporations.

*Grant Osland is Secretary of the
CPA Newcastle Branch &

JUST US NEWS!

The Voice of People in Prisons and Hospitals

Launch of JUST US 2016 Federal Election Special newspaper

5-6 pm Friday June 10

Atrium, Unions NSW Hall, 4 Goulburn St Sydney
MC: Quentin Dempster, Political Editor of the New Daily

You are invited to the launch of this special election issue and its presentations by all major registered political parties on their prisons, crime and punish-
ment policies. The all-new iExpress on-line services, a Justice Action initiative for people in prisons and hospitals will also be demonstrated at the launch.

RSVP: Justice Action justus@justiceaction.org.au 02 9283 0123 ext 12
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Film review by Peter Mac
Florence Foster Jenkins

It’s easy to dismiss Florence
Foster Jenkins as a rich and fool-
ish woman with a well-deserved
reputation as the worst singer in
the world, whose vanity is demon-
strated in the infamous recordings
of her operatic “performances”.
But her story deserves closer and
more sympathetic examination.

The recently-released film that
bears her name is set in 1944, the last
year of her life, and she is portrayed
as in late middle age, although by
then she was 76. It’s entirely possi-
ble that in her youth she really could
sing well. The failings of her voice
may have been attributable to her age
and also to syphilis, a shocking wed-
ding night “gift” to the 18-year old
Florence from her husband, Dr Frank
Jenkins a notorious philanderer.

The disease affected her central
nervous system. In combination with
the medicinal compounds of arsenic
and mercury she consumed for the
rest of her life, the disease may have
affected her mental health in her later
years.

After the marriage ended Flor-
ence found herself ill and broke. A
talented pianist, she had once per-
formed as a child before the US Pres-
ident, but a concert career was now
impossible because the disease had
limited the dexterity of her left hand.
She was alienated from her family
and rather than relying on the support
of others she became a music teacher.

When her father died many years
later she inherited his fortune and
moved to New York, founded her
own group, the Verdi Club. There
she met St Clair Bayfield, a medi-
ocre Shakespearean actor of very
modest means who became her busi-
ness manager. Florence referred to
St Clair as her husband, but there’s
no evidence she had ever divorced
Jenkins or married St Clair. They also
refrained from sex because of the
danger of her infecting St. Clair, and
they each had separate apartments.

Florence was renowned for her
generosity as much as for her eccen-
tricity. On one occasion the cab she
had hired hit another car. Florence
screams, then realises that she had hit
a far higher note than she had previ-
ously managed. Delighted, she sends
the cab driver a box of cigars.

The film opens with Florence
and St Clair entertaining a group of
Florence’s carefully selected elderly
friends and admirers. They adore her,
appreciate her kindness and are blind
(or rather, deaf) to her failings. They
don’t give a damn that she has to

screech in her unsuccessful attempts
to hit the high notes.

St Clair, who has ready access
to the purse strings, has installed in
his apartment his young lover whom
he sees each night after he has lulled
Florence to sleep with poetry read-
ings. He carefully maintains Flor-
ence’s illusion that she can sing well.
So does her well-paid singing coach,
Carlo Edwards and the conductor
Arturo Toscanini, who frequently
receives financial assistance.

St Clair makes sure no musical
critic is ever invited to Florence’s
intimate gatherings. Her impov-
erished newly-hired accompanist,
Cosme MacMoon, is virtually frog-
marched into collaboration despite
deep ethical misgivings.

But things go wrong when Flor-
ence makes a recording of her favour-
ite numbers and gives copies to her
friends. One of them lends his copy
to a radio station, which broadcasts
it and is bombarded with enquiries
about recordings. Astonished, Flor-
ence decides to hire Carnegie Hall for
a concert, reserving a thousand seats
for servicemen.

The concert, attended by popular
composer Cole Porter, soprano Lily
Pons and other musical luminaries,
quickly descends into pandemonium.
Order is restored, however, by the
loud-mouthed but kind-hearted wife
of one of Florence’s friends, who
commands the audience to “give the
lady a break!”

Florence is hurt and puzzled
by the audience reaction. The next
day catastrophe strikes as she reads
a review written by the only music
critic whom St Clair has failed to
bribe into silence or words of com-
forting ambiguity like “She’s never
sounded better”.

The film depicts the privileged
life that wealthy New Yorkers con-
tinue to enjoy in their luxurious
apartments, while the city’s pover-
ty-stricken citizens struggle and the
most terrible war in human history
rages on in Europe and the Pacific.

In one scene Florence pays an
unannounced visit to MacMoon’s
squalid apartment. Jolted by the
sudden reminder of the harsh life of
the working poor, she plays the right-
hand part of a composition with her
good hand on his piano while he pro-
vides the left hand accompaniment.
It’s a moment of deep affection, and
one of the best scenes in the film.

Meryl Streep, surely one of the
greatest actors of our time, gives a
terrific performance as Florence, as
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Meryl Streep as Florence Foster Jenkins.

does Hugh Grant playing the charm-
ing, devious and manipulative St
Clair, finally escaping from his type-
cast straightjacket.

In the best traditions of show-
biz capitalism the company Florence
hired to make her recording derived
a stupendous profit by releasing
it for sale. The young servicemen
who laughed and catcalled in Carn-
egie Hall, many of whom were to
die in the final brutal battles of the
war against fascism, at first saw her
as a talented comedienne. When
it became known that she saw her-
self as a serious artist she became a
figure of fun, and that’s how she’s
still being treated.

Billed as a comedy, the film cer-
tainly has hilarious moments, but to
a great extent it’s a study in exploi-
tation. Abuse takes many forms, and
behind the humour lurks the tragedy
of her callous infection by Jenkins
and later her deception by those who
exploited her generosity and naivety.

But the dominant theme in the
film is human enjoyment of music
and the enormous role it plays in our
lives. Florence Foster Jenkins may
or may not have been motivated by
an overwhelming desire to be hailed
as a great musical artist, but what’s
undeniable is that she enjoyed sing-
ing immensely and wanted to convey
that enjoyment to others. In this joint
Pathe/BBC Films production she
has the last word when she declares
on her deathbed: “They might say I
couldn’t sing, but no one can ever say
I didntsing!” &

ACTION FOR PUBLIC HOUSING

Building a network to fight for our homes communities small businesses
STOP BULLDOZING PUBLIC HOUSING!

6-8 pm Friday June 24
Redfern Community Centre - 29-53 Hugo Street Redfern

Guests and speakers: Jack and Judy Mundy, indigenous elder Jenny Munro and Associate Professor Michael Darcy
Popular singer Dennis Aubrey will launch his Waterloo Resistance Song
Short film clips in support of resistance to public housing destruction

Tea, coffee & biscuits provided

Enquiries: Hannah 0418 668 098
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A report by the international Transport Workers’ Federation shows
that a high turnover of lowly paid and poorly trained staff leads
to less vigilance on security risks and safety hazards. It high-
lights Sydney airport where at any one time there are hundreds of
workers with a temporary pass, those who have not yet had back-
ground security checks. Over 40% of aviation workers here are on
part-time hours; almost $40 % take home $700 or less per week.
We know this problem is not confined to Australia and because
conditions for staff are being driven down elsewhere, it is having
an effect on conditions here because of the government’s “Open
Skies” policy. Not only does it mean working families are strug-
gling, it clearly impacts on airport safety and security as this report
demonstrates, according to Transport Workers’ Union national sec-
retary Tony Sheldon. The report lists Qantas and Sydney Airport
among the airlines and airports with the highest profits worldwide.

In NSW the Health Services Union (HSU) is campaigning against
cuts to the services with the slogan — “Health Workers. We All
Matter”. The Baird government’s $3 billion cuts to health will see:
3,600 hospital workers sacked; $2.2 billion in services cut; $775
million in staffing cuts. And the destruction of the health system
by the present government does not stop there. Vital services for
the most disadvantaged women in NSW will be outsourced to an
NGO! So a charity will take over such services as cervical and
breast cancer checks, post-natal screenings and even domestic
violence assistance. Heart disease, sexually-transmitted infections
support and sexual assault services for disadvantaged women
will be handed over as well. It is always the most disadvantaged
members of our society who have to put up with these vicious,
half-baked schemes and specifically services to Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander women, refugees and women from cultural-
ly and linguistically diverse backgrounds, women with disabilities
including mental illness, women experiencing domestic and fam-
ily violence and women from socio-economically disadvantaged
communities. Women'’s health services have been provided by pro-
fessional clinics with professional health service staff. Saying that
an NGO “must provide a standard service at least equal to current
clinical service” is to admit that quality and access will fall away.

It is very hard to get reliable figures on unemployment. Every
trick in the book is used to make figures look better than they are.
Working a couple of hours a week means that a person is deemed
to be “employed”. Common sense is usually not applied in such
cases. A lot has been written about how many jobs will be created
in SA because $50 billion will be spent on the production of subma-
rines. As a matter of fact, there will be only 3,000 jobs — a very poor
return for the money, if you ask me! There are 70,000 unemployed
in SA (officially). Roy Morgan Research on real unemployment
figures shows an unemployment figure of 2 million nationwide!
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Stop Western Sydney Airport!

Bob Treasure

Many workers and their unions have
been sold a pup with the promise of jobs
at Western Sydney Airport (WSA). Apart
from being promoted by Lucy Turnbull and
a pack of developers called the “Greater
Sydney Commission”, the residents of west-
ern Sydney are waking up to the madness
of building yet another carbon-belching
airport in the Sydney Basin.

It is becoming more apparent every day, as
more and more requirements to make it work
become clear and the underlying environmen-
tal hazards are spelled out, that at worst west-
ern Sydney will get an aerial rubbish dump
with inadequate infrastructure and a drain on
the public purse, at best 24/7 additional air and
noise pollution with questionable jobs benefit
and a massive increase in vehicular traffic den-
sity in western Sydney and the Blue Mountains.

14 Reasons why Badgerys
Creek Airport has got to be
stopped ...

More Air Pollution: Western Sydney lies
in a low-level basin where domestic, industrial
and traffic pollution is trapped by higher eleva-
tions all around. Already residents of Western
Sydney suffer higher rates of respiratory illness
and mood disorders than elsewhere in Sydney
and NSW. Expanding low level air traffic from
Mascot as well as across western Sydney and
the Blue Mountains will only worsen the situ-
ation. Although presently jet aircraft exhausts
amount to 2% of carbon emissions, “...by
2050 aviation is set to become one of the big-
gest sources of greenhouse gas emissions with
around 10% of climate change directly attrib-
utable to aircraft.” (Source: Transport 2000
Report, Professor John Whitelegg, Daily Mail,
August 27, 2015)

Threat to UNESCO World Heritage Site
status: After the Howard government aban-
doned development of Badgerys Creek Airport
in 1998, Blue Mountains National Parks were
declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO
in 2000. Under this listing, ALL levels of gov-
ernment are obliged to cooperate in protecting
ALL heritage qualities of the site. Blue Moun-
tains, Blacktown and Fairfield City Councils
oppose an airport nearby, but now develop-
ment-driven state and federal governments are
undermining consensus on its status, making
it now under threat. Already Australia’s cus-
todianship of the Great Barrier Reef is remiss;
if we develop this Airport we will become a
global joke.

Ecological Impact: Blue Mountains
National Parks hold a unique Hawkesbury
sandstone- eucalypt wilderness containing 52
mammal, 63 reptile, over 30 frog, about one
third (265) of Australia’s bird species, 120 but-
terfly species, 4,000 moth and numerous asso-
ciated insect and flora species. (Source: Blue
Mountains Conservation Society) Even if a
small percentage of these species was made
extinct or driven off by noise, vibration and
air spoliation, the whole eco-system would be
irrevocably altered — the claim to pristine wil-
derness would be a global lie.

Health Hazards: Despite woefully inad-
equate global research into the affects of jet
exhausts we know that they contain: nitrogen
dioxide (which damages the ozone), particulates
such as sulphates and nitrates, Volatile Organ-
ic Compounds (VOCs), sulphur dioxide and
of course, carbon dioxide, the gas producing
global warming. Also, heavy metal sediments
rise with airport usage (Source: Transporta-
tion Research Record, 2014) - these would be

deposited on Sydney’s water supply as well as
upon western Sydney residents. “... oil drop-
lets spewed by idling jets can turn into particles
tiny enough to readily penetrate lungs and brain
...” (Source: Science News, November 2011).
Air pollutants and noise stress (far greater than
any noise generated by wind turbines, caus-
ing Coalition governments to stop supporting
them) are a direct cause of increased cardio-
vascular disease and mental disorders (Source:
Transport Report, Professor J Whitelegg 2015)
Conclusion? “You are more likely to die from
exposure to toxic pollutants in plane exhaust
than in a plane crash.” (Source: National Geo-
graphic, October 2010)

Noise Pollution: Beware claims that jet
noise is “significantly reduced”. The marginal
reductions that have occurred cause increased
fuel burn and thus more nitrate pollutants. Basi-
cally, jet noise is as bad as it ever was, and the
planes are much bigger. The noise is worse
at night, which is why Mascot has a curfew
and residents around Melbourne’s Tullamarine
want one. Maps issued by Department of Plan-
ning and Infrastructure hide the true picture.
Government appointed (2010) Aircraft Noise
Ombudsman Ron Brent explains: “Noise from
an aircraft in flight does not fall in a straight
line, and is not limited to those directly under
the aircraft. It spreads widely over an area that
gets wider as the aircraft gets higher ... This
means that the noise can reach more people
once the aircraft is further from the airport, yet
can be many kilometres from the take-off point
before the noise stops becoming intrusive for
most people.” Depending on weather condi-
tions everyone in western Sydney could suffer,
with no curfew and no funding for noise insu-
lation — that was reserved for those with the
curfew.

Lack of Proper Infrastructure: Failed PM
Abbott’s announcement of the Badgery’s Creek
Airport project was fanfared as an “Infrastruc-
ture Bonanza” for western Sydney. This has
boiled down to road upgrades that were sorely
needed (and probably on the drawing boards)
anyway, with no funding for a rail link. This
was left to the Baird state government which,
despite the sale of electricity poles and wires
plus a toll for the proposed WestConnex plus
a budget surplus, could not afford to build it.
Despite thought bubble suggestions of “Fast
Rail Access”, passengers will be ferried by
coaches and taxis, freight will be carried by
more semi-trailers in all directions, thus nul-
lifying any space provided by roads widening.
As Paul Brederick, managing director of Jetgo
observed: “For God’s sake, it is a major interna-
tional airport and no express rail service to the
CBD?” (Source: SMH, August 3, 2015)

Degradation of Sydney’s Water Supply:
The proposed SW/NE direction of WSA run-
ways means that air traffic must take off or land
over Warragamba Dam/Lake Burragorang or
Blacktown/Prospect. No other major city air-
port in the world risks runways so close to 80%
of its drinking water. Disregarding the very
rare chance of an accident (in the past year —
2015 — planes have crash landed in New York’s
Hudson River and Taipei’s Keelung River) or
fuel dumping, still “normal” toxic particulates
and Volatile Organic Compounds will spray
over these catchments and settle there. Insanity.

Threats to Aboriginal Cultural Heritage:
At least 24 significant Aboriginal Heritage Sites
have been identified on the Badgerys Creek Air-
port land area. The local managers of country
and the Gandangarra Land Council Have not
been properly consulted, and the destruction of
these sites not been consented to or approved
by the Aboriginal people of western Sydney ...
it is a case of “plough on regardless”.

&
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Hazardous Jet Fuel Transportation:
Mascot is close to jet-fuel supplies, Badg-
erys Creek is not. There is no funding for a
dedicated pipeline or rail link. On average an
Airbus burns three tonnes of jet fuel per hour,
so you can deduce how much of this volatile
cargo needs to be tankered from Port Botany
to Badgerys Creek every day. Depending on
usage volume, between 30,000 and 100,000
extra truck journeys per year will need to be
made to keep the airport running. A mooted
fuel depot at Plumpton would make little dif-
ference to the overall problem, merely create
bottlenecks at the depot locale.

Traffic Congestion: With further residen-
tial development continuing on the Northern
Road/Windsor Road corridors — a half a million
extra people — it is difficult to see how the pro-
posed $1.25 billion M-12 Link between North-
ern Road and the M-7 will do anything to assist
vehicular travel direct to the CBD. The M-9
Orbital Link is a pipedream and unlikely to see
the light of day in the next 20 years. The Coa-
lition mantra of “More cars, more roads, more
lanes” is killing Sydney and is only creating
more bottlenecks. That same old mantra around
Australia of “aviation hubs/bigger roads” is
strangling our cities and ruining our quality of
life.

Not Necessary: Basically, this airport is not
“necessary” at all. Multiple airport cities like
Tokyo (36 million), New York (24 million),
and London (14 million) have populations way
bigger than Sydney’s 5-6 million. Increased
passenger numbers are being carried by bigger
aircraft and fewer flights. Since the Howard

No other major city airport in the world
risks runways so close to 80% of its
drinking water. Insanity.
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government dumped the previous Badgery’s
Creek thought-bubble in 1998, Mascot’s usage
has only risen by 3%. Kingsford Smith Airport
(KSA) is only running at 60% capacity now,
and it’s not because of the curfew, but ineffi-
cient booking systems. Indeed, KSA has read-
ily admitted it can “... handle the doubling of
passenger movements to 74.3 million by 2033.”
(Source: Daily Telegraph, April 28, 2015)

Uneconomic: If WSA is not funded prop-
erly it will become a shoddy, lame-duck air-
port requiring constant taxpayer subsidy. The
estimated cost of construction is $6-8 billion,
but does not provide a rail link nor a dedicated
fuel pipeline. In its first five years of opera-
tion 2025-2030 it will be primarily a freight
airport, and the next five years will be slow in
passenger uptake. A similar “... world class
centre of Aviation Excellence” (Avalon) has
been operating out of Melbourne since 1997
and like WSA is around 50 kilometres from the
CBD and without a rail link. Despite the fact
that Melbourne is growing faster than Sydney
and Avalon is located near a major industrial
centre at Geelong, it is struggling to survive.
Last year (2015), the Victorian government was
obliged to supply a $12 million “lifeline” and
the LinFox Group (its owner) a further $14 mil-
lion to entice Jetstar to continue landing there.
QANTAS showed its faith by closing down its
maintenance workshop at Avalon and moving
to Singapore. WSA will require either a $1 bil-
lion government subsidy or extra passenger
levies to maintain its first 10 years’ operations.
(Source: Deutsche Bank Report, 2015)

Jobs?: Given that in the next decade the
population of western Sydney would have
increased by more than 500,000 residents, the
projected employment of 900 construction jobs
building the Airport seems a drop in the ocean.
The commissioned Deloitte Access Economics
report for the NSW Business Chamber claims
that by 2060 (if WSA reaches Dubai-size) a
maximum of 46,285 jobs for the entire Sydney
region which includes direct and indirect jobs
— mainly indirect, which will probably never
translate into real, long-term jobs. It is now
clear that most of these jobs could occur if
other infrastructure was carried out: transport
options like metro and light rail links as well as
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improved bus timetabling and cycle-ways. This
might actually begin to address the transport
needs of western Sydney, instead of creating
another Mascot bottleneck.

Curfews: Both the Turnbull Liberal govt.
and the Shorten Labor Opposition have failed
to support a curfew for WSA because lack of
a curfew is the only way it can become “eco-
nomic” (profitable for its private owner) — the
only way it can draw flights away from Mascot
(close to the CBD, Hotels and ‘sights’) is to
be open at night. It stands to reason that most
flights into Badgerys Creek will be during our
sleep(less) time. Western Sydney comes off
second best, again. Some people need to face
the blatant truth: it’s either NO SECOND AIR-
PORT, or airplane noise 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week duplicated across our city.

The Answer

Surely in this age of Global Warming
our aim should be to reduce overall jet plane
flights and airport usage to cut carbon waste. At
present over 60% of flights in and out of Kings-
ford Smith Airport are domestic. 24% of flights
are on the Sydney-Melbourne route and a fur-
ther 5% to Canberra. High speed rail (HSR)
could carry these passengers to their destina-
tions more rapidly than aircraft. It is not too late
to convert Badgerys Creek into a Bullet Train
hub — there is an underground cavity being
built there for “rail readiness” in any case —
and many jobs could be supplied in building a
line incrementally to Goulburn, Canberra and
Melbourne, and maintaining it.

Sooner or later politicians must grasp this
public transport nettle, because aviation, cars
and trucks are killing our cities, and our people
(please note the 20% rise in road deaths for
NSW in 2015 — this is just the tip of the iceberg
of injury costs). The state government needs
to build a tunnelled fast-rail line direct from
Badgerys Creek to Martin Place, and the fed-
eral government must spend its billions alter-
natively on High Speed Rail to Canberra and
Melbourne.

The future is in rapid, comfortable and
safe public transport at both a local and nation-
al level. The future is with a planned socialist
transport system for the whole of Australia. &
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Venezvela:
near the end?

Michael Roberts

According to all reports, Venezuela is
gripped by rolling blackouts, racing
inflation, homicide rates that make it the
world’s second most murderous country
and shortages of basic goods and medicines.
The opposition parties are attempting to
impeach and remove from office Nicolas
Maduro, the Chavista leader, who took over
from Hugo Chavez when he died in 2013
and who then managed to win narrowly the
last presidential election. The opposition
tactic appears to be the same as that adopt-
ed successfully in Brazil by the right-wing
parties in getting Workers’ Party leader,
Dilma Rouseff, out of the presidency.

Across South America, centre-left social
democratic governments that have been in
office during the great commodity price boom
since the early 2000s have lost power as oil
and other raw material prices plummeted due
to the drop in global demand as the world econ-
omy entered its long depression after the Great
Recession. Both neo-liberal and Keynesian
policies adopted in Argentina, Brazil and Ven-
ezuela have miserably failed to avoid severe
economic recession.

Over two years ago, I wrote on this
blog that there was a significant risk that the
“Chavista revolution” would not survive the
death of Hugo Chavez. As I pointed out then,
Venezuela’s economic fortunes have always
been tied to world oil prices. When petroleum
prices began to fall in the mid-1980s, Vene-
zuela’s GDP per head, a reasonable measure of
average living standards, started to fall sharply
from 50% above 1950 levels to just 10%. The
subsequent crisis in emerging market debt that
erupted in the late 1990s, as in Argentina, led
to a further fall, so that living standards by the
early 2000s were below those of 1950 — a great
example of the success of the market economy
in Venezuela before Chavez came to power!

The collapse in GDP growth coincided, not
surprisingly, with a sharp fall in the profitabil-
ity of Venezuelan capital (oil industry mainly).
In 1989, the then president who had won with
a campaign against the IMF, reversed his man-
date and said that he no choice but to submit
to its dictates. He announced a plan to abolish
food and fuel subsidies, increase petrol prices,
privatise state industries and cut spending on
health care and education. Profitability was
driven up, but only modestly. And Venezuelan
capitalism continued to fail.

When Chavez came to power, he prom-
ised broad reforms, constitutional change and
nationalisation of key industries under his
Bolivarian Revolution. Chavez’s programs
aimed at helping the poor, included free health
care, subsidised food and land reform. This
succeeded in decreasing poverty levels by
30% between 1995 and 2005, mostly due to an
increase in the real per capita income. Extreme
poverty diminished from 32% to 19% of the
population. A recent IMF report showed, in
a world of rising inequality of incomes and
wealth, that there was one country that has
become more equal over the last 20 years —
Venezuela. And all that improvement was
under the presidency of Chavez, with the gini
coefficient of inequality falling from 45.4% in
2005 to 36.3% now.

But Chavez was lucky. He took power just
as the commodity price boom and oil prices
rose to a peak. Venezuelan capital gained with
a significant rise in profitability, and because
the commodity boom continued for a while
longer despite the Great Recession (because
China kept on growing), economic growth and
profitability stayed up. Oil accounts for more
than 30% of Venezuela’s GDP, approximate-
ly 90% of exports and 50% of fiscal income.
With high oil prices, Chavez was able to pour
money into social programs and engage in a
burst of petro-diplomacy — subsidising like-
minded governments not only in Cuba but also
Bolivia and Nicaragua.

But in the last few years, the oil price
has plummeted, along with other commodity
prices. The world economy has slowed into a
low-growth stagnation, while China, the major
consumer of energy and other commodity
exports, has reduced purchases dramatically.
Brazil, Argentina and Venezuela have taken the
biggest hits, and with that, their governments
can no longer deliver for the majority.

Venezuela’s currency, the bolivar, had to
be devalued in order to sustain its dollar-based
oil exports. Inflation spiralled way more than
in other Latin American countries.

That hit the savings of the middle-class,
in particular. As a result, significant opposi-
tion to Chavismo grew, even among relatively
lower middle-class strata. Government spend-
ing stopped, living standards fell (again) and
social problems (especially crime) began to
erupt.

Now the right-wing “free marketeers” tell
us that this shows “socialism” does not work
and there is no escape from the rigours of the
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market. As the right-wing Forbes magazine put
it; “The ongoing disaster that is the Venezuelan
economy under Bolivarian socialism tells us
a number of interesting economic lessons. In
part that there’s no economic theory so deluded
that someone, somewhere, won’t believe in it.

“That we cannot simply ascribe prices ran-
domly to goods: prices are not just an alloca-
tion method, they are information too. But the
most basic point that needs to be made is that
the price of something just is the price of some-
thing. We’re not going to be able to change
that price simply by randomly sticking some
other numbers on a piece of paper: the price of
dried milk is what the price of dried milk will
be, coffee will cost what coffee costs. Gov-
ernment, our plans, even the most deluded of
economic policies, are just not going to change
this: the price is the price.”

In other words, you have to do what the
markets says: the price is the price. That is true
only if the capitalist mode of production and
the law of value dominates and is allowed to.
And it did and still does in Venezuela, despite
the Chavista “revolution”. The majority of
industry and finance is still in private hands
and foreign capital still plays a powerful role.
State ownership of the oil industry and its rev-
enues are no longer enough to resist the forces
of the global market. The International Mon-
etary Fund predicts an 8 percent economic
contraction for 2016; the inflation rate is now
the fastest in the world; electricity and run-
ning water are luxuries. Food and medicine
are scarce.

The Chavista regime would have to move
to restrict the law of value and replace the capi-
talist mode of production in order to end the
rule of global market. That would require the
state monopoly of foreign trade; expropriation
of the food production and distribution; default
on the foreign debt; expropriation of the banks
and big businesses; and a national democratic
plan of production.

Even that would not be enough if Venezue-
la remained isolated without any sympathetic
governments in Latin America also prepared
to adopt similar measures. And token sup-
port from Cuba aside, Venezuela is isolated.
China, which has loaned Caracas US$65 bil-
lion against future oil deliveries, is unlikely to
extend fresh credit. So it is probably too late,
as the forces of reaction gain ground every day
in the country. It seems that we await only the
decision of the army to change sides and oust
the Chavistas. &
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Class war in France

The battle being waged on the streets of
France should be of particular interest to
all sections of the labour movement in Brit-
ain. More than half a million students and
workers have taken to the streets in France
over the last few weeks, with rolling strikes,
pickets, occupations and clashes with police
being a daily occurrence.

What’s taking place is no less than a polit-
ically charged clash between the organised
working class and the state for the future direc-
tion of capitalism in France.

The scrapping of France’s famous 35-hour
working week, by a “socialist” government has
garnered most of the attention, but this is just
one part of the government’s attempt to funda-
mentally rewrite the entire labour code.

Two months of rolling strikes have created
a situation where five out of eight oil refiner-
ies are out of action and 1,600 petrol stations —
over 20 percent — are simply empty.

Police have now smashed down a picket
line in Marseille, with Prime Minister Manuel
Valls announcing that the draconian law would
stand and that all picket lines will be forcibly
destroyed. Striking rail workers have disrupted
services across France, while students forced
the closure of some 200 schools.

Flights to and from France over the last
fortnight have been cancelled due to separate
strikes by air traffic controllers.

Tear gas and water cannon used by police
abound and hundreds have been arrested in
Nantes, Toulouse and Rennes, while clashes in
Paris have become routine. Demonstrations are
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building by the week, with turnouts estimated
at 1.2 million.

Already, younger people in France are hos-
tile to the flexible labour market. Ninety percent
of new job contracts are short-term fixed-dura-
tion which normally last three months.

Demands for permanent employee con-
tracts or “Contract duration indeterminée” have
become a rallying cry.

The changes to the labour laws have been
forced through using a presidential decree,
rarely used except in states of national emer-
gency, to bypass the French parliament.

President Francois Hollande’s government
has resorted to the classic neo-liberal argument
of making the domestic economy more compet-
itive. So much for the EU protecting employ-
ment rights.

For those who still argue that Brexit would
undermine British employment rights by
allowing a right-wing government a free hand,
explaining how the EU can permit a French
“left” government to attack terms and condi-
tions with savagery poses a bit of a quandary.

Of course British workers, who are now
topping out an average of 43.6 hours a week,
must look enviously across the channel at
labour laws that enforce compensation from
employers for any workers who undertake more
than the 35-hour week, even under a govern-
ment pursuing a largely neo-liberal economic
agenda.

Still there may be signs of compromise
ahead, with public opinion firmly against the
government.

Guardian

Protesting the labour law, commonly referred to as the “El Khomri law” after the French Minister

of Labour, Myriam El Khomri.

Potential government embarrassment
during the month-long European Champion-
ships due to start in less than a fortnight are
widely being seen as cause for the announce-
ment of a pay rise for schoolteachers worth €1
billion by 2019 and a pledge to speed up reor-
ganisation talks at the SNCF railways.

The restoration of slashed funding for
research, and settlement of a dispute over per-
forming artists’ unemployment insurance has
also emerged.

Hollande also hinted in an interview with
Sud-Ouest newspaper that he would announce
a softening of cuts in state financing for local
authorities when he addresses a congress of
mayors shortly.

The reverberations of the last few weeks
will continue to be felt not just in France but in
every advanced capitalist country.

Morning Star &

Closure hits 11,000 jobs

Joana Ramiro

some of the company’s stores, as

pered a rescue deal.
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BHS’s collapse comes days
after menswear retailer Austin Reed
Britain’s High Street lost its announced it was closing. Shop-
second big name last week with workers’ union Usdaw national
the announcement that BHS will officer Dave Gill said “some very
go into liquidation at the cost of serious questions” needed to be
11,000 jobs. The shutters were answered about BHS’s former
immediately brought down at management.

He said: “This news is a dev-
the company’s debt levels scup- astating blow for the staff and the
shock waves will be felt on high jobs.

administration.

streets throughout the country. We
believe the government has also got
to take a hard look at the process of

“Currently the law requires
administrators to liquidate a com-
pany if they believe that secures
the best return for creditors, regard-
less of whether there is an option to
keep the business going and secure

BRITISH HOME STORES

“Now that decision has been
made for BHS, we urge the admin-
istrators to comply with the law on
consultation and not force the staff
to seek a protective award which
can result in taxpayers picking up
the bill.”

Former BHS owner Sir Philip
Green told the press he was “sad-
dened and disappointed” with the
outcome of the negotiations, despite
having sold the company for a mere
£1 back in 2015.

The Topshop mogul is currently
set to appear before a Commons
business select committee inquest
in a couple of weeks. Shadow busi-
ness minister Bill Esterson said that
Labour’s thoughts were with all
BHS workers losing their jobs.

Turning to Mr Green, the Sefton
Central MP said: “The staff will
want answers about how things
went so badly wrong on his watch.
But given the similarities with the
collapse of other retail giants, such

as Comet, they will also want to
hear what the Tory government is
doing to support the great British
high street.”

As the shutters of south-east
London’s Surrey Quays BHS store
went down, a staff member report-
edly found out from a journalist
what was happening.

His reply was an appropriate:
“Oh fuck.”

Morning Star &

There has been

Paul Craig Roberts

In Brazil the country’s largest
newspaper has published a tran-
script of a secret recording leaked
to the newspaper. The words
recorded are the plot by the rich
Brazilian elite, involving both the
US-corrupted Brazilian military
and Supreme Court, to remove the
democratically elected president
of Brazil under false charges in
order to stop the investigations
of the corrupt elites who inhabit
Brazil’s senate and bring to an end
Brazil’s membership in BRICS.
The Russian-Chinese attempt to
organise an economic bloc inde-
pendent of Washington has now
lost 20% of its membership.

Democracy has been overthrown
in Brazil as in Ukraine, Honduras —
indeed everywhere the dirty evil
hand of Washington falls, including
the US itself.

Glenn Greenwald reported on the
extraordinary leak of the 75-minute
recording of the conversations
between Brazilian elites laying out
the plot to frame the President of
Brazil in order to protect themselves.

The government of President
Dilma Rousseff was dealing with the
corrupt Brazilian elite in a legal, not
arevolutionary, way. This was a stra-
tegic error, as neither the Brazilian
elites nor their backers in Washington
care a hoot about legality. For them
power is the only effective force.

They used their power to remove

Rousseff from the presidency, dem-
onstrating to Brazilians that their
votes are powerless to determine the
government.

The world has seen this so many
times. In Latin America the populist
governments that managed against
all odds to be elected bind their own
hands by extending the protection of
the rule of law to their bitter domes-
tic enemies, who take advantage of
the protection afforded them to use
their power to overthrow the elected
government.

Information Clearing House &
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Gary Bond

Legislative elections have just
concluded in Cyprus after a cam-
paign dominated by the perennial
issue of reunification between the
island’s Greek and Turkish com-
munities and the ongoing fallout
of the financial crisis. The country
has been hit particularly hard in
recent years by a banking crisis
and a prolonged recession in
the wake of Greece’s economic
collapse.

Although the left-wing AKEL
(Progressive Party of Working
People) still remains, by far, the main
opposition force, its total vote has
declined since the last election, and it
will likely lose 3 of'its 19 seats in the
Cypriot House of Representatives.

The Constitution of Cyprus
decrees an 80-seat house, with 24
seats reserved for Turkish Cyp-
riots. These seats have remained
vacant since a 1974 coup divid-
ed the island, however, effectively
leaving a 56-member chamber. The
total vote of the ruling conservative
DISY (Democratic Rally) party also
decreased but it will still hold more
seats than AKEL.

Cyprus’s presidential form of
government, however, means that the
legislative election will not result in
any change in the executive, current-
ly held by President Nicos Anasta-
siades. He is engaged in UN-backed
negotiations over reunification with
Turkish Cypriot leader Mustafa
Akinci.

Although AKEL’s total vote was
down overall, some political forces
had predicted that they would do
even worse. But the highest vote for
any candidate was garnered by Irene
Charalampidou, a political journal-
ist running on the AKEL/New Forces
slate, perhaps due to her sharp criti-
cisms of the banking sector. The

General Secretary of the Central
Committee of AKEL, Andros Kypri-
anou, was also elected to the House
by virtue of his being the head of the
AKEL/New Forces slate.

Low turnout
hampers the left

In the case of the overall vote, an
analysis of results has revealed that
rather than AKEL voters switching
to other parties, they just didn’t vote.
This non-voting, or what the Cypriots
refer to as abstention, was about 33
percent in this election, which is par-
ticularly troubling because it repre-
sents an increase of some 12 percent
from the last election.

This election had the lowest
turnout in Cypriot history and while
abstention rates are still not at US
levels, they are clearly trending that
way. In an official statement released
after the election, AKEL leader
Kyprianou decried the fact that so
many people, including many of his
own party’s voters, just didn’t bother
to go to the polls.

In Cyprus, unlike the US, there
are many political parties. Seats in
the House are allocated according to
a proportional representation system,
with a total vote of at least 3.6 percent
required for a party to gain any seats.
In this election, several new parties
met that threshold and will enter the
House, bringing the total number of
parties represented to eight.

Right wing sees gains
One negative development is that
the vote for the extreme right-wing
nationalist ELAM party, although
very small, increased to just above
the 3.6 percent threshold. For the first
time, it will hold two seats in the new
House. ELAM is widely seen as a
neo-Nazi organisation and is close-
ly affiliated with the Greek extreme
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right criminal organisation, Golden
Dawn. Four other parties stood in the
elections, but their vote did not reach
the threshold and thus they earned no
seats.

One of the newer parties is KA,
or the Solidarity Movement. It is a
right-wing split from the ruling DISY
party and is hostile to a federal solu-
tion of the “Cyprus Problem” — the
de-facto division of the country into
Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot
zones since the 1974 coup, which
was backed by the then Greek mili-
tary junta, and provoked an invasion
by Turkey’s armed forces.

Although the current balance of
political forces favours a solution
to the “Cyprus Problem”, there has
been an increase in elements which
do not. In Cyprus, it is not up to the
House to shape the official policy on
the Cyprus Problem but rather it is

Call to ban
seabed mining

National governing bodies and
civil societies are calling on the
European Union to stop funding
“reckless development activities”.
The South Pacific Ocean is widely
used for exploration and experi-
mentation and at the Sth Annual
Deep Sea Mining Summit last
week there was a call for a ban
on this “frontier” industry. NGOs,
communities and churches across
the Pacific are backing the fight to
save their ocean.

Natalie Lowrey, from the Aus-
tralian based Deep Sea Mining cam-
paign, said: “The South Pacific is
currently the world’s laboratory for
the experiment of seabed mining.
With over 1.5 million square kilo-
metres of ocean floor already under
exploration leasehold the world’s
first licence to operate a deep sea
mine has been granted in Papua
New Guinea to Canadian company
Nautilus Minerals Solwara 1 project
in the Bismarck Sea.”

The Alliance of Solwara War-
riors, which is made up of over
20 communities and organisations
across the Bismarck and Solomon
Seas, are making a stand to “Ban

Seabed Mining” in PNG and the
Pacific.

Patrick Kaupun, from the Alli-
ance of Solwara Warriors, said:
“We call on Papua New Guineans
and allies internationally to stand
up and defend the Bismarck Sea
and all other seas under threat from
seabed mining. Our government
and Nautilus Minerals have not got
the people’s free prior and informed
consent. The sea is our life. We
exist because the sea exists. We will
not continue to remain quiet and
passive. We have a responsibility
to those generations that come after
us; to those yet unborn.”

Janet Tokupep, from the Alli-
ance of Solwara Warriors, added:
“Judging from the monster size of
the machines that will be tested in
our seas, there is no question that
this new ‘frontier’ industry will
destroy our environment and com-
munities in PNG and the Pacific.

“With such serious liabilities in
the face of an untested and untried
industry, including the fact that we
currently have terrible track records
of terrestrial mining, seabed mining
is a disastrous investment.”

Joseph Lambert from London-
based organisation, The Gaia
Foundation, said: “This highly
experimental mining is being rushed
ahead with more concern for profit
than the damage it will do to the
environment and communities. Our
oceans are already facing unprec-
edented warming and acidification;
when we should be caring for it
most, mining companies are devis-
ing new ways to pollute it.”

A recent report from the World
Bank stated that Pacific Island
countries should take precautions
over any plans for mining on their
seabed due to a high risk of irrevers-
ible damage to their ecosystems.
This calls into question EU funding
towards the development of seabed
mining in the Pacific, an industry
which would be unacceptable in its
own member countries.

Lowrey added: “This is 21st
Century colonialism. By funding
and endorsing this experimental
extractive industry, the EU is com-
plicit in continuing the ‘empire’ tra-
dition in which it believes it should
be free to rape and pillage the Pacif-
ic for its own profit.” &

up to a counsel of former Presidents.
Thus, people did not necessarily vote
based on a particular party’s stand on
the Cyprus issue.

DISY and AKEL have been, at
least to some extent, collaborating on
finding a solution based on a bizon-
al-bicommunal federation. Also, the
Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot
negotiators had recently returned to
the convergences reached between
2008-10 by former Cyprus president
and AKEL leader Demetris Christofi-
as and former Turkish Cypriot leader
Mehmet Ali Talat.

Economy also a top
concern for voters

In addition to the “Cyprus Prob-
lem” in which the House really does
not play much of a role, other debates
in the campaign centred around the
banking crisis and the recession that
hit Cyprus in the wake of the Greek
financial crisis.

While the right and centre forces
in general, (the DISY party, often in
concert with the much smaller DIKO
party), tried to demagogically blame
AKEL for the crisis, the AKEL/
New Forces slate put the blame on
the banking sector itself and its ena-
blers on the right. The left alliance
also attacked the so called “hair-cut”
on deposits, (a direct confiscation
of people’s bank deposits), agreed

Ty

to by the DISY government and the
“Troika” of the European Commis-
sion, the European Central Bank, and
the IMF, in 2013.

In addition, the broad left in gen-
eral focused on the negative social
effects of the crisis, such as the
spate of foreclosures on residences
and small businesses. On the part of
some (mainly DISY in parliamen-
tary alliance with DIKO), there has
been, in the wake of the crisis, a drive
to implement the typical neo-liber-
al agenda: privatisation, increases
in working hours, attacks on labour
rights, and so on.

This drive has been blunted, pri-
marily by AKEL/New Forces, but
also by the broad left in general.
AKEL/New Forces pledged to con-
tinue to work in coalition with some
of the smaller parties around such
issues.

Finally, there was a concern
among the electorate around cor-
ruption and the transparency of gov-
ernment, and, of course, there was a
great deal of finger-pointing from all
sectors around these questions.

Meetings throughout the AKEL
party will be held to discuss the
results of the election and Gener-
al Secretary Kyprianou has assured
voters that his party would remain on
the frontlines of struggle to defend
the Cypriot people.
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return Guantanamo to the Cuban people.
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Shake the system

Australia confronts several press-
ing social, environmental, politi-
cal and economic problems that
urgently need to be tackled and
resolved, so the country can move
together towards the future in
a better, sound, sustainable and
healthier way.

The solution to these difficult
challenges will require leaders with
wisdom, perception, sensitivity,
calmness, commonsense, clear direc-
tion and persistence. What is also

needed is capable leadership that is
able to inspire and motivate collec-
tive community willpower to achieve
the desired objectives.

These are qualities that are unfor-
tunately sorely lacking in our present
crop of political leaders. Despite PM
Turnbull’s talk of innovation and
forward thinking, he and most other
politicians seem stuck in the past and
old ways of doing things. When bold,
principled ideas and real, tangible
actions are what’s called for.

While the rest of the world is rap-
idly changing around us, Australia is
moving far too slowly at grasping the
future opportunities that await. Let’s
hope that very soon the concerned
public, many of who seem to be more
conscious, progressive and greatly in
advance of where our leaders are at
on a range of social, environmental
and political issues, can shake the
moribund political system from its
present stagnation and move us in the
proper direction rather than continue
to fall behind.

Letters / Culture & Life

Another decent, just, better soci-
ety and nation with real democracy
and good leadership is possible, but
we have to simply keep striving for
it.

Steven Katsineris,
Vic

Time of the essence

The Northern Territory is one of
the most extraordinary places I’ve
had the privilege of visiting.

More than 30% of the Territory’s
population are Aboriginal. That’s one
of the reasons it’s so important that
we keep building the Greens vote
in the NT, so we can elect a Greens
member of Parliament who will fight
for treaties, to protect country and
who will stand with the community.

But our NT Greens don’t have
the resources they need to run the
two campaigns they’ll have to
manage back-to-back over the next
few months.

Guardian

tpearson@cpa.org.au

As the Greens spokesperson on
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island-
er issues for over ten years, I am
proud to share with you the Greens
NT election campaign — designed to
reach every voter in the Territory.

If we all chip in, we can reach
every voter in the Territory with our
Greens vision for the Territory and its
people: self-determination, protect-
ing country from fracking and coal
seam gas, and for people living on
the land to decide what happens to
their land.

I know there are lots of people
out here who would vote for the
Greens, but they need to hear our
Greens message first hand, from
people in the campaign.

We only have 30 more days until
we vote in this federal election.

Rachel Siewert

Greens spokesperson on
Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islander Issues

Cult

by
Rob Gow
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In the face of unprecedented popular opposition, right-wing NSW Premier Mike Baird has rammed through an outrageous attack on democracy.

Right-wing shenanigans

The effrontery of right-wing politicians
knows no bounds, does it? In Brazil, right-
wing politicians managed to force out of
office the country’s democratically elected
left-wing President, Dilma Roussef, who
is untainted by the corruption that is so
prevalent among her right-wing opponents,
used their numbers in parliament to vote
to impeach her ... on charges of being
corrupt! It’s an outrageous political stunt
(Dilma has rightly labelled it a “coup”) but
since the Right’s corporate mates control
the country’s media many of the ordinary
people will fall for the ploy.

Back home, right-wing NSW Premier Mike
Baird has rammed through an equally outra-
geous attack on democracy in local govern-
ment. In the face of unprecedented popular
opposition — petitions, legal challenges, rallies
— he has slashed the number of local councils
from 45 to 19. That this move is intended to
make it much harder for residents to “inter-
fere” with the profit-making plans of property
developers and other business interests is not in
doubt. However, Baird is from the same suave
smiling school of reactionary politicians as fed-
eral Liberal leader Malcolm Turnbull.

They despise the all-too-obvious crooked
dealings of some councillors with links to prop-
erty developers. They are not against crime, you
understand (it’s a lucrative form of business,
after all, and business is always a good thing).
They just want it to be more sophisticated, less
obviously degenerate. It’s rather like the differ-
ence between fascism and bourgeois democ-
racy. Both systems are equally undemocratic,

but one is openly terroristic in the interests of
big business while the other camouflages the
domination of capital behind a smokescreen
of apparent popular control through well man-
aged elections.

At the same time that Baird was eliminating
people’s ability to effectively control their local
affairs by ludicrously enlarging the area each
council would have to oversee in future, he was
tightening up some of the loopholes used by the
more crass and corrupt among councillors and
property developers.

In fact, this enabled him — defying all logic
and common sense — to go so far as to make the
astonishing declaration: “We want the commu-
nity to have confidence in councils again” [!].
Yeah, sure you do, Mike. Pull the other one.

Meanwhile, the aping of Liberal Party poli-
cies by the right-wing of the ALP has had the
inevitable result of leaving some ALP mem-
bers, including even some candidates in the
upcoming federal election, adrift as they cannot
reconcile the professed “pro-people” position
of the party’s propaganda with its actual poli-
cies as determined at national conferences.

The ALP candidate for the Western Sydney
seat of Macarthur, Dr Michael Freelander, told
The Daily Telegraph that while he “formally
supported Labor’s policy” on asylum seekers,
he personally believed the offshore processing
centres should be closed down, saying “I would
hate to think we would be torturing children
in a place like Manus Island in a concentra-
tion camp.”

This candour got right up the nose of For-
eign Minister Julie Bishop. Ms Bishop, of

course, has never been incarcerated in a hell-
hole like the Manus Island “processing centre”
so she felt free to take the moral high ground
and tell the media that she found his likening
of conditions on Manus with Nazi Germany’s
forced labour/extermination camps “quite
frankly, shocking”. Besides, he is a Labor can-
didate so she felt free to get stuck into him. I
seriously doubt that the refugees confined on
Manus would agree with her argument.

Dr Freelander didn’t get much support from
Labor leader Bill Shorten, however. Shorten
has always been a right-winger so he is in the
awkward position of agreeing with the basic
tenets of Liberal Party policy. He consequently
gets embarrassed when Labor candidates actu-
ally attack the Libs. The fact that several Labor
MPs as well as Labor candidates have openly
questioned the party’s policy on asylum seekers
has left him struggling to distance himself from
such unfortunate utterances as Dr Freelander’s
(“Tdon’t accept that language ... at all” Shorten
told reporters) while simultaneously trying to
avoid any appearance of a rift in the ALP.

Shorten’s opponent, Liberal leader Mal-
colm Turnbull, is a wealthy merchant banker. It
is not that he cannot relate to ordinary working
people, it is just that he has no interest in under-
standing their problems. Faced with making
a choice between cutting company tax (and
hence government income) on the one hand,
and cutting government services to the poor
or disadvantaged on the other, a Turnbull-led
government will always come down on the side
of cutting services. Turnbull and his ilk will
always protect the interests of their class.

Take the issue of domestic violence. A
wealthy man’s abused wife gets herself a good
(expensive) lawyer and sues the bastard, taking
his Merc as part of the settlement. An abused
working class woman does not have that facil-
ity. Her only recourse is to flee, but where?
The Abbott and Turnbull Liberal governments
have slashed the funding for women’s refuges
forcing most to close. I am sure Mr Turnbull
loses very little sleep over this. Like his con-
servative counterparts in such other countries
as Britain and the USA, he no doubt has con-
fidence that whatever hardships arise from this
can and will be taken care of by churches and
other charitable organisations (if they have any
funds and personnel left over after feeding and
clothing the growing army of the destitute and
homeless).

In Britain, the right-wing government of
David Cameron has been trying to dismantle
that country’s very popular National Health
Service so that the “private health care indus-
try” can flourish. In Australia, the Libs are
trying to do the same to Medicare, and for
the same reason. It’s of no consequence to the
rich (like Turnbull and his friends), for they
can afford private hospitals and fee-for-service
health care. It’s the working class and those
on fixed incomes who will suffer. And the rich
don’t give a stuff about them!

We must make sure that Turnbull and the
Libs don 't win the upcoming federal election
and that the Greens, who strongly support
Medicare, gain enough extra seats to make their
wishes felt. &
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Film Roundup by Bill Myer
Punishment that never ends

Prisons are a popular subject for
films nowadays, not surprising
since more and more people are
living behind bars — 2.4 million in
the United States. Private prisons
are the new game: Fill ‘em up
and make a killing. More than 50
percent of the “youth correctional
facilities” are privately run. The
profit motive, along with harsh
laws for drug possession, has
resulted in mass incarceration that
some call the “New Jim Crow”, as
most of the inmates are dispro-
portionately of colour. There are
more African-Americans in cor-
rectional facilities now than there
were slaves in 1850.

The American criminal justice
system is broken, and several films
at New York’s Tribeca Film Festi-
val this year show how. The Return
offers some of the few heart-warming
stories coming out of prisons. Propo-
sition 36 in California repealed many
of the harsh “three strikes and you’re
out” laws that sent many non-violent
offenders to prison. Consequently
many prisoners are unexpectedly
being released ahead of time. The
film follows some of them and shows
how they deal with their newfound
freedom. Guess what? Many can’t
handle it.

Though cinematically predicta-
ble, this film has a heart, and reveals
the tragic effects imprisonment metes
on most prisoners. Society is not set
up to deal with felons, jobs are not
there, and families have often given
up on their imprisoned relatives. And
often prisoners return to the same bad
environment, trying to regain their
friendships and start a new life.

Two young white women, direc-
tors Kelly Duane de la Vega and
Katie Galloway, gained the trust of
the mostly Black cast, and their film
offers many personal and touching
moments. Their previous work has
addressed civil and human rights
and political activism. Probably the
most ironic moment in the movie
occurs when Nina Simone’s poign-
ant anthem “I Wish I Knew How It
Would Feel To Be Free” plays during
the ending credit rolls.

Tribeca also offers virtual real-
ity exhibits along with films, talks
and other events. One exhibit recre-
ates what it would feel like to live
in solitary confinement, in an 8x10-
foot cell for 23 out of 24 hours every
day for the rest of your life. Not that
you could even imagine what that
would feel like, but many attending
the Festival put on the glasses and
pretended.

A new doc by director Kristi
Jacobson actually shows the reality of
this extreme imprisonment. Solitary

allows the viewer to enter the con-
fines of Virginia’s maximum secu-
rity Red Onion State Prison. Here
we visit lost souls, forgotten men
who somehow ended up in hell on
earth. They are trapped in a monoto-
nous routine of food plates slipped
through cracks in the door, no sight
of outdoors — ever (!) — and complete
isolation from the world, except for
the prison guards who monitor their
every move.

The privileged access provides
in this film a view of something we
really would never like to see. Some
of these men have mental illness,
some have been in for over 50 years!
And the director garners amazing
confessions and stories from both the
prisoners and correctional officers.
As excruciatingly painful as some
scenes are to watch, you can only
imagine what it’s really like when the
cameras are not around. Punishment
gone berserk.

A new class of
untouchables in
America

We all know sexual predators
are monsters, right? The majority
of people in the world, and certainly
Ron Hooks, Florida millionaire lob-
byist, despises them and will do any-
thing possible to keep them out of
his way and locked up. His daughter
Lauren had a nanny for most of her
youth who was a predator, and he is
making up for the years he unwitting-
ly allowed his daughter to suffer. He
helped establish laws that created a
registry that tracks and posts the loca-
tion of all former sex offenders.

The key term here is “former.”
Do you believe once a sex offend-
er always a sex offender? Even
some murderers leave prison reha-
bilitated after serving their time, but
this doesn’t seem to apply to sex
offenders.

This film takes an uncomfort-
able position of sympathising with
those who are trying to return to soci-
ety and redeem themselves. But the
draconian laws sponsored by Hooks
in Florida, part of the bill signed by
President Clinton in 1994, is uninten-
tionally destroying families.

California repealed its Three
Strikes Law, but Florida is proud to
have the harshest laws against sex
offenders. After serving prison terms
they are not allowed to live within
2,500 feet of any school, bus sta-
tion or wherever children play. This
forces them to live outside of town,
and many have to sleep in pop-up
tents because they have to report to
check-in points every evening to be
surveilled. And once you’re on the

Kristi Jacobson’s Solitary.

list you can never be removed or con-
sidered rehabilitated.

The engrossing documentary
Untouchables follows several indi-
viduals, including an older bearded
paedophile and a tall thin Black man
who spent four years in prison for
once showing up seven minutes late
for a meeting.

Statistics show that re-offence
is not affected by any of these harsh
laws, staying regularly at only 3.5
percent. A girl who at 16 had sex with
a 15-year-old boy was sentenced to
prison for years. Now she is a mother
trying to raise her children properly
but is on the registry for life.

The film moves from one side of
the story to the other, showing sym-
pathy for victims of sex crimes, yet
appealing for compassion and reason
when dealing with the rehabilitation
of former offenders. Families who
want their loved ones to return to
normal life after serving their time
have organised rallies to protest the
harsh laws.

The film interviews several
people who have changed positions
and sided with them. Certainly a dif-
ficult subject to address, but director
David Feige shows tremendous com-
passion and respect for all involved.
He won the New Documentary
Director Award at Tribeca.

Although not a prison, it could be
named that by many of the refugees
trapped behind its walls. After Spring
a Jon Stewart production, documents
the growing refugee crisis resulting
from the tragedy in Syria.

It was filmed in the Zaatari Refu-
gee Camp administered by the UN
in Jordan, the second largest of its
kind, with 80,000 of the over 60 mil-
lion refugees now living in the world.
One in 112 people on earth are now
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refugees. Going on six years, intern-
ees have no idea how long it will last.
In the meantime, people attempt to
carry on a life with dignity and
regularity.

One South Korean living in town
comes out to the camp daily to build
a space for Tae Kwon Do classes,
offering one of the few diversions
for the lost children in camp.

The film follows several families
dealing with structural issues, food
and health problems, and basically

dealing with the extreme limitations
of life in a city built on desert sand.
One man says, “I’ll return to Syria
only when Assad is gone,” while
another family plans to return, saying
their former village is gradually
recovering to normalcy.

Although the film follows a for-
mulaic structure, the photography is
stunning, providing the viewer with
the intimate realities of life in a refu-
gee camp.

People’s World &

Sydney

June 9

June 16

THROUGH THE UN.

June 23

HOMELESSNESS BILL?

June 30

IN AUSTRALIA?

Association.

July 7

PEOPLE?

Every Thursday 6:30 pm

IN THE PUB

GLOBAL FINANCIAL CRISIS 2.0. IS IT COMING? WHAT
CAN AUSTRALIA DO THIS TIME ROUND?

* Dr Jim Stanford, labour economist at the Australia Institute;
» Dr Michael Beggs, Political Economy Department, Sydney University.

WESTERN SAHARA - THE LAST COLONY IN AFRICA
WHOSE PEOPLE ENDURE EXTREME SUFFERING. NEW
HOPE THEY GET AN INDEPENDENT REFERENDUM

» Kamel Fadel, Polisario Front Representative in Australia;
* Dr Meredith Burgmann, international solidarity activist.

WHY IS THE GOVERNMENT MARKING TIME WITH THE
» Katherine McKernan, CEO Homelessness NSW;

» Mary Perkins, CEO, Shelter NSW.

THE TPP IN TROUBLE IN THE US: CAN IT BE BLOCKED

* Dr Patricia Ranald, AFTINET Convenor;
» Michael Whaites, Lead Organiser, NSW Nurses and Midwives

THE RISING COST OF HEALTH CARE AND THE VENALITY
OF HEALTH INSURANCE: IS AUSTRALIA CHARGING
TOWARDS THE US MODEL OF PROFITS BEFORE

* Dr Arthur Chesterfield-Evans, medical practitioner;
» TBC, Health insurance and Compensation lawyer.

Harold Park Hotel
Cnr Wigram Rd & Ross St Glebe

Charles Bradley 02 9692 0005
odl_bradley@pacific.net.au

www.politicsinthepub.org.au




12 June8, 2016

in our hands
Statement: 52 years of struggle for peace in Colombia

We celebrate this anniversary at a crucial
point for the life of our nation, when we
stand at the threshold of reaching a defini-
tive peace agreement with the national gov-
ernment. After five decades and two years
since war began, finally reason seems to
impose itself on the belligerent moods that
unlashed the tragedy.

The peasants integrating the agrarian
movement in Marquetalia, in the south of the
department of Colima, knowing beforehand
about the huge military operation which was
coming against them, wrote dozens of letters
to the Congress of the Republic, the church-
es, political parties, companies, national and
foreign personalities, calling on them to stop
the decision that will condemn them to the loss
of their tranquillity, their families, goods, jobs,
their life.

They were asking that the Colombian gov-
ernment give them support, roads, credits,
schools, health centres, guarantees to enable
them to make politics, instead of bullets and
bombs, troops and planes. They were not
asking for a huge amount of money. Nor for
rights that were not recognised in the Constitu-
tion and the laws. However the voice of those
who called them bandits and wanted their anni-
hilation, prevailed.

After the community general assembly
it was decided that the families settled in the
region would leave with the little they could
take with them, in a painful exodus that was
repeating itself after many years of violence.
Forty-eight peasants, men and women, decided
to stay there, poorly armed and alone against
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the world, to wait for the aggressors and fight
them in an unequal resistance they swore would
end up changing the face of Colombia.

The National Army occupied and raised
the flag on the very place where, before being
destroyed by bombs, existed the old farm of
Marquetalia. However that group of men and
women survived and converted themselves into
an invincible guerrilla force that was spreading
its influence over the whole territory of Colom-
bia. The just cause their weapons represented
have found an echo in thousands of Colombians
that day after day were supporting it and join-
ing its ranks.

The Colombian armed forces, constantly
advised by the Pentagon, resolved to use every
war tactic in a desperate effort to annihilate
the growing struggle. Instigated by the nation-
al security doctrine inspiring its actions, and
trained by Escuela de las Americas, they opted
to consider as the enemy within, all those not
conforming and reclaiming their rights in politi-
cal and social struggle.

The conflict became the perfect excuse for
the regime to persecute trade unions and the
peasants, Indigenous peoples, workers, popular,
social, democratic and opposition movements,
sinking the country in a massive dirty war that
included crimes including massacres, disap-
pearances, torture, forced displacement, exile,
judicial frame-ups, prison and terror.

Death, tears and fear haunted the country
for decades, opposing the guerrilla call for a
political solution to put an end to the conflict in
a civilised manner. The people, including thou-
sands of children of the nation saw their lives
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brought to an end or faced illness and hunger in
the jungles, or died at the hand of official agents
or paramilitary groups.

Bounties worth millions were offered for
the heads of the rebel leaders and many of them
were assassinated, always with the approval of
mainstream media and those who advocated
terror as the only path. Despite all that, every
day young people, both males and females,
were joining the guerrillas, with commitment
and with good will, to replace the dead com-
rades, and warm their spirit in the heat of the
struggle.

FARC-EP is and always has
been a political organisation

It would have been more humane and cheap
to talk in order to end the painful drama of the
nation. But always interests and tempers were
interposed to stop or sabotage. However, after
half a century of horrors, the Colombian gov-
ernment and the Revolutionary Armed Forces
of Colombia (FARC-EP) in Havana peace con-
sultations stand for a Final Peace Agreement
though the country’s leaders still persist in call-
ing for more bombings and inciting the popula-
tion to persist in a war with no future.

The FARC-EP, with the authority given to
us by our long resistance and the fact of having
survived to defend our truths, firmly believe
that at this point in time the whole of Colom-
bia should join the beautiful dream of peace
and reconciliation. Never before have the gov-
ernment and the guerrillas been so close to the
signature of a bilateral and permanent ceasefire
and the end of hostilities as we are now. This
means that the happy smile of future genera-
tions is in our hands.

We face the challenge and commitment to

build a different country together, a country in
which the wellbeing of all human beings would
be above any craving for profit, in which natu-
ral and common resources would be at the serv-
ice of the general development of all the people.
A country in which opportunities for the disad-
vantaged are real. A country in which law and
justice prevail.

The agreements reached so far at the Nego-
tiations Table are the keys to a better future for
Colombia. The countryside must be convert-
ed into an important economic engine. Illicit
crops and the need to resort to them must be put
behind us. Victims will see their rights satisfied
and truth and justice will be established after
the dark night of war. Full democracy must be
a fact on national soil.

It is with these purposes that we have
talked during five years of dialogues and the
formulas to ensure we are ready. It is true that
some important aspects are still to be agreed,
but we dream optimistically, seeing that every
day more citizens join in the effort for peace,
that the two parties will soon find conciliatory
positions. The final definition is to be found on
the near horizon of some weeks or months. No
human power can prevent that.

After 52 years of confrontation, the FARC-
EP will become a legal and disarmed political
movement in a country where tolerance and
guarantees for the political opponent must be
full. We will join our voices and efforts to all of
those who dream of a just and sovereign nation,
in order to be part of the unstoppable torrent
that will make Colombia an example for Amer-
ica and the world.

We swore we will overcome ... and we will
overcome!

Central High Command of
the National Secretariat of the FARC-EP
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