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S4 an hour

Bob Briton

“Jobs and growth” is the parrot-like elec-
tion campaign three word slogan of the
Turnbull government. Bereft of meaning
when seen in isolation (as it is meant to
be) its real meaning when applied to the
Coalition policies is $4-an-hour “jobs” and
in turn a big “growth” boost for company
profits.

The Coalition says their latest plan is based
on “internships”. It sounds like an opportuni-
ty to get a foot in the door of a legal firm or
on a parliamentarian’s staff. But it’s not. It’s
a scheme to deliver extra cheap labour to big
business without the protection of the Fair
Work Act. Young recipients of the Newstart
allowance will be handed over to businesses to
work 25 hours for $100 a week on top of their
benefit. That’s $4 an hour. Critics point to the
obvious problem — employers will churn these
interns, get lots of cheap labour and put down-
ward pressure on wages.

The Liberals wouldn’t have a problem with
that. They have launched wave after wave of
attack on the trade union movement to achieve
the same end — cheap, disorganised and com-
pliant workers. They have allowed the abuse of
type 457 visas, destroyed Australian shipping
and manufacturing and turned a blind eye to all
manner of employer abuse. The young work-
ers would be delivered to supermarkets, cafes,
newsagents and all sorts of businesses small
and large at well below the national minimum
wage of $17.29 an hour.

The government admits the work-for-the-
dole scheme has failed. It failed from the point
of view of getting people work experience and
entry into proper jobs but it succeeded in pun-
ishing those excluded from capitalism’s anar-
chic labour market. It prepared them to submit
to the next phase in delivering very cheap wage
slaves to big business. Treasurer Scott Morrison
describes the new Youth Jobs PaTH (Prepare-
Trial-Hire) program as “true work for the dole”.

History of free labour

The PaTH scheme joins a long list of plans
to deliver cheap or free labour. In modern times
the Liberals proposed the Work for the Dole
concept while in opposition in 1987. They tri-
alled it when re-elected in 1996 and imposed
it in 1997. Like many of these violations of
human and labour rights, it was first applied
to Aboriginal communities. In recent times
there has been the National Work Experience
Program (NWEP), which involved purely vol-
untary work without pay. The PaTH scheme
has fewer safeguards than NWEP, creates an
employment contract and a whole new layer of
second class workers in Australia.

Communist Manifesto:
A model for action

The scheme is to cost $752 million dollars
over the next four years. It is set to go into oper-
ation in April next year. Under 25s who have
been unemployed for six months will be drafted
into it. There is an upfront payment of $1,000 to
the employer for providing the 12-week intern-
ship. If the business then takes the job-seeker
onto the full-time staff, there is a wage subsidy
of $10,000 a year. The temptation to churn gets
bigger and bigger.

The government and the Department of
Employment insist that an employer rorting
the system will stop getting referrals but their
credibility is lacking. The Coalition has gone
to extraordinary lengths to strip away unfair
dismissal protections. They are about corpora-
tions’ “rights”, not workers rights. Lower corpo-
rate taxes and pots of taxpayers’ money for big
business are much more their style. An ongoing
source of low-wage workers sits nicely with the
government’s overall economic approach.

Other sources of slaves

Of course, there are already sources of vir-
tual slaves out there in the labour market. There
are backpackers, overseas students, the Airtask-
er website and others. The Fairfax media and
ABC TV’s Four Corners program lifted the lid
on the staffing practices of the 7-Eleven chain
of convenience stores. Thousands of vulnerable
workers were paid extremely low wages, some
less than $5 an hour to work in the company in
which Prime Minister Turnbull has a financial
interest.

The exposure of the mistreatment of work-
ers at 7-Eleven forced an independent inquiry
to be established to work out compensation
to the workers so shamelessly screwed over.
The inquiry was headed up by former head
of the Australian Competition and Consumer
Commission, Professor Allan Fels. Half of the
claims for back pay have been processed and
$12 million distributed to ripped-off employees.

7-Eleven has just announced that it will
be bringing the inquiry “in-house”; a move
Professor Fels has described as “bogus” and
a “triumph” for dodgy franchisees. It is worth
remembering that Fairfax and Four Corners
looked at 7-Eleven as part of widespread super-
exploitative practices in one of the only grow-
ing parts of the economy. It was a warning that
this could be the future for increasing numbers
of workers in Australia.

Though the Australian Bureau of Statis-
tics doesn’t keep statistics on the number of
interns working in the economy, advocacy
group Interns Australia claims their numbers
have ballooned in recent years. The European
experience, where workers serve as “interns”
for years without pay, could be coming to
Australia.
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Young recipients of the
Newstart allowance will be
handed over to businesses
to work 25 hours for S100 a
week on top of their benefit.
That’s $4 an hour.

Resistance

The Greens and Labor say they will fight
the scheme no matter the outcome of the July 2
federal election. Labor is emphasising that, if
the total payment under PaTH was lifted to the
level of the minimum wage (a possible “com-
promise”?), the cost of the scheme would blow
out by $478 million. Australian Council of
Social Services chief Cassandra Goldie initial-
ly welcomed PaTH’s “new approach” but has
since added that employers should be required
to prove that they had a “real vacancy” before
being allowed to access the scheme.

The Greens Adam Bandt is clearly
opposed. “The scheme doesn’t just open up
young people to exploitation, it may also drive
down wages as employers use cheap labour,”

Not so rich after dll

he said. Labour market and legal experts agree.
Professor Andrew Stewart of the University of
Adelaide warned that “If you allowed business-
es to use government-paid interns instead of
paid workers you are reducing employment,
not increasing it.”

“Internships” can be added to a growing
pile of threats to wages and conditions. The re-
establishment of the Australian Building and
Construction Commission, the ongoing perse-
cution of trade unions arising out of the trade
union royal commission witch hunt and the
stripping away of penalty rates and other meas-
ures to slash workers’ living standards are all in
play right now.

Workers are resisting and communities
must get behind them to defeat growing corpo-
rate dictatorship. &

In the land of Palestine
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Dutton’s desperate race card

The Coalition is feeling the pressure. As the long election
campaign drags on, the Turnbull government is looking more
and more vulnerable. Police raids called on the office of Labor
Senator Stephen Conroy and the home of staffer Andrew Byrne
in connection with leaks about the troubled National Broadband
Network have the whiff of political motivation. Another sign of
desperation was the claim by Immigration Minister Peter Dutton
that refugees would simultaneously be dependent on the dole and
taking jobs off Australians.

Mr Dutton defended the claims in an interview with Sydney 2GB
radio host Ray Hadley last week. “These people would be taking
Australian jobs. There’s no doubt about that. For many of them
that would be unemployed, they would languish in unemployment
queues and on Medicare and the rest of it, so there would be a huge
cost and there’s no sense in sugar-coating that, that’s the scenario,”
the minister said. Hadley backed Dutton up by saying that Australia
already has enough “home-grown bludgers.”

Turnbull was uncomfortable with the tone of the Immigration
Minister’s comments and sought to turn the commentary around.
He stuck to the Coalition’s self-proclaimed “success” in stopping
boat arrivals and the ALP’s supposed failure while in office. The
PM went to great lengths to appear compassionate. He pointed out
that many refugees were fleeing war-torn countries. He didn’t touch
upon Australia’s role alongside the US in creating or exacerbating
the strife at issue. There was no mention of the appalling track
record of abuse in offshore detention camps. In the end, Turnbull
stood squarely with Dutton, who he described as “outstanding” as
immigration minister.

The Liberals are trying to walk both sides of the street. Turnbull
dresses up his government’s record as caring and tolerant so as
to appeal to the bulk of Australian voters. Dutton is pitching to
the intolerant and xenophobic voters who might drift to Pauline
Hanson’s One Nation or the Australian Liberty Alliance.

Condemnation of Dutton’s provocative remarks was quick in
coming. Paul Power of the Refugee Council of Australia noted
Treasury figures showing that migrants, including refugees, put
much more into the economy than they drew out despite the initial
support provided. “Mr Dutton’s comments are not only incoherent,
they contravene the evidence substantiated by the contributions of
hundreds of thousands of refugees who have contributed to our
country,” Mr Power said. “The fact that this political attack is com-
ing from the minister responsible for Australia’s refugee program
makes it even more offensive.”

Labor and the Greens both called the minister on his xeno-
phobic attitude. Labor’s track record on mandatory detention
and offshore processing of asylum seekers is a disgrace in its own
right, frequently tailing the Coalition and seeking to keep anti-
refugee sentiment onside. Nonetheless they are promising to double
Australia’s refugee intake, which currently stands at around 13,700.
The Greens support lifting the figure to 50,000.

Dutton is a controversial figure. The ex-policeman from
Queensland was the only Coalition front-bencher not to applaud
then-PM Kevin Rudd’s apology to the Stolen Generations of
Aboriginal people. He accidentally sent a text to Murdoch journalist
Samantha Maiden calling her a “Mad f*****ng witch”. His insensi-
tive comments about Pacific Island nations threatened by climate
change and rising sea levels almost sparked a diplomatic incident.

The outbursts from Dutton and subsequent smoothing of ruffled
feathers engaged in by Turnbull are more than a difference of per-
sonal style. They are seeking another term at managing affairs for
the capitalist class. Privileges and power are at stake. They are using
different tactics to the same end. Dutton’s crude effort at dividing
workers and the exploited and vulnerable is a traditional pro-boss
approach. So is Turnbull’s attempt to make vicious anti-refugee,
anti-worker policies sound reasonable and caring. The Coalition
deserves its place at the bottom of the ballot paper. Australians
are fed up with the main choices on offer. An anti-monopoly, anti-
imperialist, pro-people alternative has to be built. Cynicism won’t
fix the many problems facing Australians or turn around the drift
to corporate dictatorship. Unity in action will.

PRESS FUND

Faithfully serving the interests of private developers, the NSW
government’s city development organisation Urban Growth is
planning massive redevelopment in Sydney’s inner suburbs,
ignoring the protests of heritage groups and residents. Its

latest idea is to carry out a multi-storey redevelopment of
Woolloomooloo, the quaint old working class harbour-side suburb,
which 40 years ago was saved from redevelopment “execution”
by public protests and resident action. Greedy, rampant growth
can destroy a city’s historic character and the quality of life of its
citizens just as surely as unchecked biological growth can destroy
human life. Urban “growths” are appearing in other cities, but
to cover these stories we need Press Fund contributions, so please
send us something for the next issue if you possibly can. Many
thanks to this week’s contributors, as follows:

Mark Mannion $5, “Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $10
This week’s total: $20 Progressive total: $2,810
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Action on 7-Eleven
pay scam

UNITE, the fighting union for fast
food and retail workers in Victo-
ria, held a protest against 7-Eleven
and their plans to scrap the inde-
pendent wage panel on May 19
outside the 7-Eleven store near the
corner of Bourke and Swanston
Streets in the Melbourne CBD.

In recent months 7-Eleven’s
“half pay scam” has been exposed in
the national media. Under pressure
the company was forced to establish
an independent wage panel. This
panel has so far recovered about $16
million in unpaid wages.

But with an estimated $100 mil-
lion still to be paid out, 7-Eleven has
scrapped the panel and is now pro-
posing a much higher standard of
proof be applied to the remaining
claims.

UNITE secretary Anthony Main
said “This is a blatant attempt to
avoid responsibility and to skimp out
on paying the workers what they are
owed. It should not be accepted.

“7-Eleven has been ripping off
vulnerable workers for far too long.
They need to be held to account.”
Anthony said.

UNITE is demanding that:
* The independent wage panel
be reinstated and all workers
compensated in full
» 7-Eleven pays its workers a
proper living wage and affords
staff all legal conditions
UNITE first uncovered the “half
pay scam” in 2008 and helped recov-
er the first amounts of back pay for
7-Eleven workers. The organisation
has been campaigning since then to
stamp out 7-Eleven’s dodgy practices
and to build a union presence in the
stores. @&

Brian Lowe

Friends and comrades,

On behalf of the Communist Party of Australia, I
would like to pass on our members’ deepest sym-
pathies on the passing of Brian Lowe to his family

committed Communist. He will be missed in our future

end of his life.

and friends. Unfortunately, I wasn’t able to travel to

attend Brian’s funeral.

Brian was an active and well respected member
of our Party, a deeply knowledgeable and deeply

struggles against a system that Brian fought to the very

Vale comrade Brian.

Bob Briton
General Secretary
Communist Party of Australia

Solidarity

On May 17 a group of
Brigadistas in solidarity with
Cuba (everyone have been to
the socialist island) gathered
outside the US Consulate
in Sydney Martin Place
demanding and end to the
55-year blockade.

We distributed flyers about
the blockade and information
on this year Brigade. &
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vigil at Sydney’s Martin Place earlier this year.

with Cuba
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“QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Fascism is the open terrorist dictatorship of the most reactionary,
most chauvinist and most imperialist elements of the finance capital.

George Dimitrov

Sydney

igil demanding that the USA
stop the blockade on Cuba

\ Friday June 17 at 5:30 pm

Outside the US Consulate in Martin Place

Also to stop the subversion of funds against Cuba and
return Guantanamo to the Cuban people.
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Adnyamathanha disgust at
nuclear waste dump move

Adnyamathanha people are angry
about a likely low level nuclear
waste dump near South Austral-
ia’s Flinders Ranges, saying they
don’t want the outback poisoned
again. Federal Resources Minis-
ter Josh Frydenberg has picked a
cattle station near Barndioota, 40
kilometres north of Port Augusta,
as the preferred site to store medi-
cal and laboratory waste currently
held in Sydney.

The land, co-owned by former
Liberal senator Grant Chapman, has
been selected ahead of five other vol-
untarily nominated sites, including
two others in SA and others in the
Northern Territory.

Adnyamathanha Tribal Lands
Association (ATLA) chief executive
Vince Coulthard said he was “totally
disgusted” by the decision. “This is
our land, we have been here forever
and we will always be here, and we
are totally opposed to this dump,” he
said.

“ATLA is the main ‘key stake-
holder’, yet they have shown us no
respect. This is in our sacred coun-
try with a very important spring

just nearby. This is another exam-
ple of cultural genocide. This cannot
happen.”

Adnyamathanha woman Regina
McKenzie, who lives next to the
property, says the dump would des-
ecrate Dreamtime stories. “Storylines
go through the area. There’s also a
massive archaeological site. It’s also
an ancient trading route,” she said.

“This is a place where we took
our children to learn to swim, where
we went with my father. This is our
place of learning, where we still hunt
and gather bush tucker.”

Australian Nuclear Free Alli-
ance co-chair and Kokatha-Mula
Elder Sue Coleman-Haseldine said
it’s devastating that the gvernment
would put nuclear waste on anyone’s
country.

“We’ve already been poisoned
through the Maralinga bomb tests,”
she said.

“Do we really need any more
nuclear, whether it’s low level or
not? There’s always the chance of
accidents.

“I feel really sorry for the (Abo-
riginal) people who have to go

through this and the other people who
have to live under a nuclear cloud.”

Frydenberg played down the
impact of the low-level waste to
nearby communities, saying it was
“gloves, goggles and test tubes”
that came in contact with nuclear
medicine.

“The whole purpose of building
a single repository is to make it safer
and make it a long-term solution,”
he said. SA Treasurer Tom Koutsan-
tonis has also raised concerns about
the selection process.

A final decision won’t be made
until safety, environmental and Indig-
enous heritage assessments have
been completed, and that could take
a year.

But Koutsantonis said the selec-
tion of a former Liberal politician’s
land raised eyebrows.

“I’m not really a big fan of self-
selection. I think it raises some seri-
ous questions,” he said. “I’d much
rather scientists and independent
regulators choose a site rather than
politicians.”

Koori Mail &

“This is our place

of learning, where
we still hunt and
gather bush tucker.”

Royal Commission 25 years on
More deaths, despite report

Darren Coyne

More than 250 people gathered in
Perth last month at the start of a
day of action to highlight the 25
years that have passed since the
release of the final findings of the
Royal Commission Into Aborigi-
nal Deaths In Custody in 1991.
Deaths in Custody Watch Com-
mittee (WA) chair Bruce Campbell
told the Koori Mail that little had
been achieved to reduce the incar-
ceration rates of Indigenous people,
despite the commission’s 339 rec-
ommendations — most of which
have never been implemented.
“Deaths in custody are not
decreasing. They are on the rise,”
Campbell said. “This is because the
prison population keeps increasing
and prisons are not safe places. In
Western Australia there is a death in

custody, on average, every month.
Between June 15 and December
16, 2015, there were six deaths in
custody.

“Three of these people were
Aboriginal.”

Campbell said the 25-year
point since the Royal Commission
marked a point of real failure for
successive governments. “With all
the talk of closing the gap the key
thing is to look at where people are
getting caught up in the system and
why they are being marginalised
further and further,” he said.

Campbell said the Watch Com-
mittee had long advocated for a
justice reinvestment approach,
whereby funds are spent in com-
munities to improve social condi-
tions rather than on keeping people
in jail.

“Governments need to change

tack and go to the root of the
problem.

“Maybe that’s health care,
parenting skills, and all that cultural
family stuff that really helps,” he
said.

Meanwhile, the Perth rally
heard from a range of speakers
including Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Social Justice Com-
missioner Mick Gooda, and the
families of people who had died in
custody.

A “die-in” took place outside
the Perth Magistrates Court to raise
awareness about the ongoing deaths.

Gatherings also took place in
Melbourne, Queensland and at
Parliament House in Canberra to
mark the 25 years since the Royal
Commission.

Koori Mail &

Figure speak for themselves

e Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are
13 times more likely to be imprisoned than other
Australians. In WA Aboriginal people make up 4% of
the population, yet 40% of the prison population.

e One in every two women in WA jails is Aboriginal
while young Aboriginal people make up more than
70% of the juvenile detention population in Western
Australia.

Pete’s Corner

Support The Guardian by
donating to Press Fund

tpearson@cpa.org.au
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A model for action

Politics in the Pub, Perth organised by the
Communist Party of Australia, WA branch
this month presented the theme on the rel-
evance of the Communist Manifesto in today’s
times. Dr Christopher Crouch and Dr Fayeza
Khan, the two speakers, briefly introduced
the Manifesto before analysing two separate
but related aspects of the Manifesto. We
present this summary on the 198th birthday
of Karl Marx.

Christopher:

How can we revisit the Communist Manifes-
to and find what is relevant to the contemporary
world? That was our starting point for the recent
Politics in the Pub discussion in Perth. The Man-
ifesto is in parts theoretical analysis, historical
review, contemporary political critique and an
agenda for action, and it can be a difficult read
because of this multitude of purposes. Marx’s and
Engel’s analysis of the underlying condition of
capitalism is embedded in the detailed contexts
of the 19th century and sometimes it is easy to
get distracted by that detail, losing sight of the
observations that are central to their scrutiny and
which can be used to understand our contempo-
rary circumstances.

My interest lies in the formation of con-
sciousness under capitalism. The first section
of the Manifesto “Bourgeois and proletarians”
is packed with an analysis of how the coming
together of carbon power, mass production and
the global accumulation of capital by the bour-
geois class framed our consciousness and contin-
ues to do so. When read as a handbook on how
we are constructed intellectually, emotionally,
culturally, socially and politically the Manifesto
is as radical a document in the early 21st century
as it was in the middle of the 19th.

The bourgeois class, the class that owns capi-
tal, has “reduced relationships down to econom-
ics”, suffocating our emotional and intellectual
aspirations, forcing us to sell ourselves and com-
pete against each other in order to be success-
ful. All social exchange has been increasingly
commodified; eating, drinking, the arts and sports
have become ways of generating income rather
than celebrating each other. Those without money
are excluded from our cultural activities and
workers are set against each other in the market,
attacking each other for jobs, distracted from the
root cause of their conflict, the market itself.

“All that is solid melts into the air” say Marx
and Engels. Traditional cultural practices, ways
of thinking, and a sense of communal history
have been swept away by a consumer culture
that keeps us in a perpetual present, unable to
navigate because all our social compass points
have been taken away. In their place we have
been given a passive role as consumers in the
industrialised “world market”, made complicit in
the “subjugation of nature’s forms” and the envi-
ronmental catastrophe that consumerism brings.

What prescience, what a clear depiction of
our contemporary culture. What a model for
action!

Fayeza:

Coming from a developing country strug-
gling to establish democracy and civilian rule,
I at first held the view that developed capital-
ist countries were ideals of democratic societies.

This illusion was soon shattered as knowledge
and awareness of world events and econom-
ic problems grew. Reading the Manifesto and
grasping Marx’s dissection of the capitalist soci-
ety proved to be the turning points in understand-
ing the root cause of problems and working out
the solutions. Therefore, I focused on one of the
main ideas developed by Marx and Engels: that
democracy is incompatible with capitalism, and
what we have instead is the dictatorship of the
capitalist class. In this setup the state functions
to protect the interests of the capitalist class and
their position of privilege rather than the interest
of the working majority.

“The executive of the modern state is but
a committee for managing the common affairs
of the whole bourgeoisie.” In a single sentence
Marx and Engels so succinctly describe the func-
tion of the state in capitalist countries. The mani-
festations of this are so abundant, that I feel spoilt
for choice as to what to give an example of. The
bailing of private banks and firms during periods
of financial crisis is but one. In this regard, what
Julian Assange has to say about the revelations
made by WikiLeaks makes for an interesting jux-
taposition with that sentence: “What we discover
from the WikiLeaks documents is that there is no
such thing as ‘free markets’ without strong states
— that nowhere does the ‘invisible hand” work
without the mailed fist of government ... Cor-
porations are notoriously bad at operating their
international operations and rely upon govern-
ment agents to open doors for them.”

That “the bourgeoisie is unfit any longer to be
the ruling class in society” could not be more evi-
dent today when 80 people own the same amount
of wealth as more than 3.5 billion people collec-
tively, and over 80 percent of the world’s popula-
tion lives on less than $10 per day. Hence: “It is
unfit to rule because it is incompetent to assure an
existence to its slave within his slavery, because it
cannot help letting him sink into such a state, that
it has to feed him, instead of being fed by him.”

Whither democracy?

The phenomenon of globalisation, much cel-
ebrated by the capitalist-driven ideals, means the
profit-driven connections of capitalists of one
country to the exploitation and death of work-
ers in another. This is why even social democra-
cies with good social indicators such as Sweden
and Switzerland are amongst the top five military
arms exporters (per capita), and their banks are
tax havens for the rich elsewhere. “The need of
a constantly expanding market for its products
chases the bourgeoisie over the entire surface of
the globe. It must nestle everywhere, settle eve-
rywhere, and establish connections everywhere.”

It’s establishing and sustaining war and
destroying the will of the majority.

Such is the anti-democratic nature of capital-
ist societies. Let us not be fooled that the ability
to cast a vote every four years (or more frequently
sometimes) is what defines democracy.

To quote Marx: every few years the people
are allowed to select which group of people will
rule over and oppress them. An apt description of
“democracy under capitalism”, as fit for the 21st
century as it was for the 19th. &
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One of the main ideas developed
by Marx and Engels is that
democracy is incompatible with
capitalism, and what we have
instead is the dictatorship

of the capitalist class.

Focus on collective action

€anberra Latino Community
Together for Ecuador

The Office of the Fair Work
Ombudsman (FWO) has launched
an investigation into the industrial
action taken by journalists at
Fairfax Media in March.

The Fair Work Ombudsman
is the federal government agency
responsible for ensuring compliance
by employers and employees with
the Fair Work Act.

As part of its investigation, the
FWO has sought the names, phone
numbers and addresses of every
person who took part in the action.

It has also sent journalist union
the Media and Entertainment and
Arts Alliance (MEAA) an order to
provide any relevant documents
from the period of the dispute.

MEAA has informed its

members that if they are contacted
by the FWO, they should immedi-
ately seek legal advice through the
union.

This investigation highlights
concerns long held by the union
movement about the adequacy
of Australia’s laws to protect the
freedom of collective action by
workers.

The union says the investigation
by the FWO will not deter MEAA
from campaigning to protect jobs
and quality journalism at Fairfax’s
publications.

“We remain of the view that
cutting more editorial staff at Fair-
fax will compromise the ability to
continue producing the quality and
independent journalism upon which

the reputation of the mastheads
rests,” stated the union.

“We believed then, and we
believe now, that there is a better,
smarter way to make savings at
Fairfax than cutting at the very core
of what makes this company and its
mastheads special.

“The public agrees with us.
More than 10,000 of you signed our
online petition within 48 hours of it
being launched, and as a result, the
company agreed to consider some
alternative cost-savings that have
reduced the proposed head count.

“We are still going through a
painful process with management
around voluntary redundancies, and
it is sad to see some loyal staff leav-
ing Fairfax.” &

A 7.8-magnitude quake rocked Ecuador’s coast on April 16,
killing hundreds and injuring thousands.

Join us to raise funds and
help those in need get back on their feet

Saturday June 4
5:00pm until midnight
Theo Notaras Multicultural Centre, Function Room
180 London Circuit Canberra

CONTACT:
ULISES 0417 220 910 JEFFREY:0402 568 145 BLANCA 0417 482 979

The event will feature latino music,
South American food, dance groups and much more
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for Indigenous rights
Rob Riley Memorial Lecture — Curtin University WA, May 13, 2016

Richard Titelius

Rob Riley died on May 1, 1996.
He waged a life long battle on
behalf of Aboriginal Australians
to lift the profile of their strug-
gle in white dominated Australia.
In 2004, the inaugural Rob Riley
Memorial Lecture was held at
which the keynote speaker was
indigenous leader Pat Dodson. He
recently became a Senator for the
Australian Labor Party.

A pamphlet from that first lec-
ture said of Rob Riley that he was
“an Indigenous statesman and leader
of his people whose untimely death
was mourned throughout Australia.
Inspired by his conviction that Aus-
tralia had to confront its history of
dispossession of Aboriginal people
from their lands and all that has
flowed from it, Riley worked tire-
lessly to advance social justice and
reconciliation with non-Indigenous
Australia.”

Twelve years later these words
still resonate about one of the true
warriors for the cause of Aboriginal
people.

The welcome to country and
smoking ceremony inside the Tim
Winton Lecture Theatre was under-
taken by Professor Simon For-
rest, lifting the scent of grass, tree
and Sandlewood to all the 200 plus
people who had attended to remem-
ber Rob Riley. The Vice Chancellor
of Curtin University Deborah Terry
introduced the keynote speaker Ben
Wyatt, Labor member for Victoria
Park and son of Cedric Wyatt who as
leader of the Aboriginal Legal Serv-
ice in WA in 1979 had hired Rob
Riley as a field officer.

Ben commenced saying that
Rob and his father Cedric had both
been to the Mogumber Mission near
Moora north of Perth as well as the
orphanage of Sister Kate’s where
both were raised as white boys.

The experience was to help
shape Riley’s life as he, “wanted
Aboriginal people to take their place
at the table where decisions were
made about the wealth and future of
Australia.”

Rob fought the struggles on
behalf of Aboriginal people for land
rights, Royal Commission into Black
Deaths in Custody, Stolen Genera-
tions and against racism.

Ben Wyatt spoke of the intensi-
ty of the Aboriginal debates during
the 1980s and 1990s which Riley
thrived on for his strong sense of
justice while at the same time it also
ground him down.

Riley became the leader of the
Aboriginal Legal Service and under
his leadership was able to challenge
the status quo of the mining com-
panies, the corporate media and the
political establishment of the Liber-
al and Labor parties. It is a struggle
that white people need to know is
real and ongoing.

It was Rob Riley in 1980 who
helped make the Noonkanbah dis-
pute over land rights and sacred sites
versus miners’ greed to drill wher-
ever they wanted, into a national and
international issue.

Riley realised that racism needed
to be broken if Australians were ever
to heal.

It is a problem that persists
within Australia to this day despite
the Apology by former Prime Min-
ister Kevin Rudd in 2008.

The next speaker was someone
who knew Rob Riley well and had
also spoken at the inaugural Rob
Riley Memorial Lecture, Professor
Pat Dudgeon. Ms Dudgeon is now a
commissioner at the Mental Health
Commission and spoke of Rob Riley
as a role model to his people — espe-
cially his Noongar people of the
south west of Western Australia.

Dudgeon recalled a speech in
psychology at WAIT (Western Aus-
tralian Institute of Technology —
later Curtin University) in 1996 for
the Psychology Society in which he
challenged the bio-medical model
used to deal with patients at the time.

Riley said that we must help
to direct where our world is going
which for people who work with
Aboriginal people in the mental
health field, meant having an under-
standing of Aboriginal justice, soci-
ety, culture and history.

Jim Morrison, Rob’s brother in
law and long time friend, touched
on his friend’s suicide by speak-
ing about the rising rates of suicide
amongst Aboriginal people as well
as their high and increasing rates
of incarceration — 100 Aboriginal
people take their lives each year.

Morrison spoke of the National
Conference on Suicide Prevention
which he had attended on May 6 in
Alice Springs and how the stories
he had heard had affected him — the
stories from Aboriginal communities
and the despair especially amongst
young people.

The next speaker was Darryl
Kickett who was also a former asso-
ciate of Rob Riley. Kickett spoke of
Rob Riley as being a, “chief negotia-
tor for all our people” when he took
on the struggles of the Aboriginal

Sydney

people such as land rights, sover-
eignty, the stolen generations and
high levels of incarceration and
deaths in incarceration.

Kickett spoke of white people
only deciding to do things if it was in
the “national interest” and posed the
question: is it in the national interest
to have our jails filling up with Abo-
riginal people, in particular in West-
ern Australia which has the highest
rates of Aboriginal incarceration in
Australia.

Kickett remarked, “It’s time to
fix our Aboriginal nation” — “It is not
how we fall down but how we pick
ourselves up”.

The final speaker was Rob
Riley’s biographer Quentin Beres-
ford. Beresford was approached by
Jeannie Riley (Rob’s partner) one
day in 2003, “to write the book of
Rob Riley’s life.”

As he started to write “it brought
out the rawness of Aboriginal inter-
generational violence, trauma and
racism.”

Beresford described in detail
how Riley’s grandmother Anna
Miller lost control of her children
including his mother Violet to the
government administrator of Auber
Octavius Neville or Mister Neville
(“The Devil”) as he was known to
Aboriginal people, Chief Protector
of Aborigines.

Violet Riley in turn lost her son
Rob Riley to the institution of Sister
Kate’s — a situation repeated many
times in WA in the last 100 years
plus since the Aborigines Act 1905.

Beresford described how Anna
Miller wrote 40 letters to Neville
pleading for the return of her chil-
dren or even to spend some time with
them — all of which were denied. Fur-
ther details are described in the book
published in 2006. It is still available
for those wishing to explore further
the life of Rob Riley.

Beresford said of Rob Riley that
he had to confront outright racism
in parts of the corporate media — and
then the mining lobby and the infa-
mous comments in 1984 from Lang
Hancock the mining magnate who
said, “I would dope the water up
so that they were sterile and would
breed themselves out in the future.”

Rob was also a good humoured
and competitive character who loved
his wife and children dearly.

The spirit of Rob Riley lives
on in today’s Aboriginal activ-
ists. It is about speaking out and
telling the truth about racism and
exploitation. &

NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION

On the anniversary of the Bringing Them Home report
Stop forced removals — Bring the children home — Aboriginal control of Aboriginal child welfare

Rally & March

May 26 — 12:30pm at the Block, Redfern

www.facebook.com/stopstolengenerations
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A spectre is haunting the Coalition and it is called Tony Abbott’s
policies and attitudes. The leadership change-over in the Liberal
Party was supposed to breathe new life into stalled unpop-
ular policies. For a short while some people hoped that Mr
Turnbull was the one capable of resolving the situation in a
gentlemanly way. Changing deckchairs on a sinking capital-
ist ship is a popular game but it does not really work, does it?
Minister for Immigration and Border Protection, Peter Dutton
took it upon himself to label potential migrants as being unedu-
cated, unwilling to work and bludging on Medicare. They'll be
welfare customers, according to Dutton and at the same time
they’ll be taking our jobs!?!? Statements like this coming from
politicians are poison for a multicultural society like Australia.

Education in prisons is essential for breaking the cycle of pov-
erty and crime and reducing re-offending. Until now in NSW,
educational services have been provided by highly qualified,
experienced publicly-funded teachers. In a shock move, the
NSW Baird government has dismissed that teaching workforce
with a plan to have clerks, who will not necessarily be required
to have any teaching qualifications, take over the teaching of
inmates. “Mike Baird is a fanatic when it comes to privatisation
and attacking the public service,” said NSW Teachers’ Federation
president Maurie Mulheron. “It's all about shifting pub-
lic dollars to private for-profit providers.” The Baird
government has already gutted TAFE funding, meanwhile send-
ing the dollars in the direction of private vocational education.

A CSIRO report found that Victoria’'s so-called “flameproof
houses” were more likely to burn down than older houses.
Home-owners in bushfire-prone areas have been required to use
flame-resistant materials since 2009. It added up to $200,000
to their cost. The report examined the fires in the coastal com-
munities of Wye River and Separation Creek where 116 houses
had been lost to bushfire. There were seven flameproof hous-
es built with an added cost of between $5,000 and $200,000
and four of them burnt down. Of older houses built after 2003
but not of flameproof design, only three of 11 burned. The report
highlighted a range of specific weaknesses in the design spec-
ifications of current regulatory standards. Among key flaws
identified in the report is the policy that allows flameproofs to
be built using materials that are often not flame resistant at all.

“It has only been a week and we are already seeing the influ-
ence of Baird’s handpicked administrator in the inner west. This
can only be a sign of what's to come in Baird’s undemocratic
amalgamation agenda,” said Greens MP and local government
spokesman David Shoebridge. He was commenting on the dis-
appearance of critical WestConnex posts from Facebook pages.
Richard Pearson is the new administrator of the merged inner
west councils, Marrickville, Leichhardt and Ashfield and many crit-
ics of the giant WestConnex road project feel that he had been
installed to help push the project through, despite local resistance.
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Hillshorough
A pack

Roger Domeneghetti

Earlier this month saw the culmination of
the Hillsborough inquest into the deaths at
the Hillsborough football ground on April
15, 1989. On that date 54,000 people attend-
ed the FA Cup final between Liverpool and
Nottingham Forest. In a crush of spectators
coming into the ground 96 men, women and
children died. At the inquest police blamed
supporters who they said had arrived late
and were drunk and without tickets, a cover
up by police and a shift of the blame to the
victims.

BRITAIN: The verdict of the Hillsbor-
ough inquest was unequivocal, the answers to
14 questions posed to the jury clear. Yet they
could, perhaps should, have been asked a 15th
question: “Was there any error or omission by
the media which caused or contributed to the
perception that Liverpool fans were to blame?”

The answer would almost certainly have
been another “Yes” and yet there has been little
comment from the media, particularly the press,
about its own unquestioning repetition of the
police lies. The Sun newspaper is rightly vili-
fied but there has been no collective apology for
its collective use of lazy stereotypes; no apol-
ogy for its collective failure to unearth the story
by digging for the truth.

As early as 3:13 pm on the day of the game
in 1989 John Motson, who was commentating
for Match of the Day, was able to tell his pro-
ducer he had “a line.” According to Motson’s
information a gate had been broken and people
without tickets had rushed into the ground.

It was just 21 minutes after police Chief
Superintendent David Duckenfield had given
the order to open gate C and seven minutes
after the game had been stopped. Yet with the
dead and dying in plain sight, Duckenfield, the
man in charge of policing the game and whose
decision had led to their deaths, told the first of
the lies that would dog Liverpool fans for the
next 27 years.

At 3:40pm Alan Green, there to commen-
tate on the game for the BBC’s Sport told his
listeners there were “unconfirmed reports that a
door was broken down at the end that was hold-
ing Liverpool supporters.”

At 4:15pm Green firmed the story up with
information from Graham Mackrell, the secre-
tary of the Sheffield Wednesday club, who’d
spoken to the officer in charge. “There was a
surge of ... about 500 Liverpool fans and police
say a gate was forced and that led to a crush in
the terracing area.”

At most disasters the media arrives in the
aftermath. At Hillsborough it was there from
the start. They caught the horror as it unfolded
and although they were, albeit unwittingly in
the chaos, the first to disseminate the police’s
lies they also initially gave a voice to fans and
others, who painted a very different picture.

Glynn Phillips, a GP based in East Kilbride
in Scotland, was interviewed by Green after
escaping the terrace and going onto the pitch
to help.

The Liverpool supporter said: “Police
allowed the fans to fill the middle terracing
section to the point they were crammed in like
sardines and yet the two outside portions of the
terracing were left virtually empty. I stood and
watched police allowing this to happen. It got
to a point where they lost control completely.”

Presciently Phillips added: “Unfortunately
Liverpool fans are probably going to get stuck
with this again.”

By 4:50 pm even Football League secretary
Graham Kelly was casting doubt on Ducken-
field’s lies and hinting at police failings. In an
interview with Gerald Sinstadt on the Grand-
stand program, he said there were two versions
of events: the first that a gate had been forced,
the second that a gate had been opened by
police. “Whatever it was,” Kelly added, “there
was a lack of proper control at that end of the
ground.”

He continued: “I’ve not heard anybody
suggest there was aggravation; that there was
fighting; that there was trouble of that nature.
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If people were allowed to go in without having
their tickets checked, they were allowed in by
someone in authority.”

Journalist Peter Marshall, who had started
the day as a Liverpool fan at the semi-final,
ended it reporting on the tragedy on the BBC’s
10 o’clock News. Marshall spoke of how he
and other fans at the Leppings Lane end of the
ground were angered by the lack of policing
which led to the crush outside, which in turn
meant the police had to open the gate.

Dr John Ashton, who had been in the crowd
with his sons, went on BBC Breakfast Time the
following day and said that “the whole thing
from start to finish had incompetence running
through it — the organisational arrangements. I
think it’s time we started to ask questions about
accountability.”

Fans impeccable

On the same program Sir Harry Livermore,
a Liverpool-based lawyer, told how fans had
behaved “impeccably” while police organisa-
tion was totally lacking. Time and time again
eye witnesses talked of the Liverpool fans’
exemplary behaviour both in the build-up to
the tragedy and as it unfolded.

Time and time again they contrasted this
with the lack of organisation from police and
basic equipment to deal with an emergency of
any kind. The fans were repeatedly at pains to
point out they had tickets. However these testi-
monies would quickly be forgotten.

The first police press conference was not
held until 7pm on the evening of the disas-
ter and, perhaps because of the eye-witness
accounts already broadcast, South Yorkshire
Chief Constable Peter Wright acknowledged
that the gate was opened under police orders.

Yet he was in no mood to take responsibil-
ity, instead blaming “the late arrival of large
numbers of fans” for the order being made. The
lie that the gate was broken down was replaced
by a more subtle variation: that ticketless fans
arrived en masse at the last minute in a deliber-
ate attempt to force police to open it.

The message was the same though: the Liv-
erpool fans were to blame and the following
morning the papers reflected that. The Sunday
Mirror, for example, told how the gate “was

opened to stampeding Liverpool fans” who
numbered up to 4,000 and were “seemingly
uncontrolled.”

The Sunday papers shifted an extra 500,000
copies between them on the back of coverage
of the tragedy and, spurred on by this, the dai-
lies also devoted page after page to the disaster.
They had a little more time to reflect on what
tone and which pictures to use. It was a difficult
editorial decision as there was no way of telling
whether the people in the photos had survived.
The Daily Mirror ran a graphic photo of fans
crushed against the fencing covering both the
front and back pages in a “wraparound” with
the headline: “NEVER AGAIN.”

Other papers used similar photos and they
and the Press Council were inundated with
complaints. However, it was the Mirror that
bore the brunt of the criticism. The paper had
recently installed colour presses that made the
photos’ content all the more shocking.

In Liverpool their use was seen as insensi-
tive, offensive and motivated by profit. Copies
of the paper were burnt in the street and its
editor Richard Stott was called upon by local
radio to answer for his decision. Asked if he’d
have used a similar picture of his own children,
Stott replied he wouldn’t have been in a posi-
tion to make the decision but he would have
agreed with the editorial reasons behind it.

However the focus of anger soon turned
from the papers’ pictures to the words that
accompanied them. It’s indicative of the con-
fusion created by the police’s allegations that
in the same issue The Independent could talk
of how “a mob of thousands, many without
tickets, thought it was alright to try and push
into the ground” and also run a piece headlined:
“Key to deaths lies in policing,” which clearly
identified the lack of organisation in and out-
side the ground.

Brian Reade, who was at Hillsborough and
worked for the Liverpool Daily Post at the time,
wrote a piece headlined: “DEAD BECAUSE
THEY DON’T COUNT.”

Reade’s piece argued that “society had been
happy to live with the myth that every foot-
ball fan is a potential criminal. Well, nearly 100
people have just paid the price for this woeful
misconception.”
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His feelings were echoed by Simon Barnes
in a piece for The Times that lamented the fact
the dead were “the victims of contempt.” These
voices struggled to be heard and soon they were
more or less drowned out completely.

On the Tuesday after the disaster, the Daily
Mail quoted PC Paul Middup, secretary of the
South Yorkshire branch of the Police Federa-
tion, saying: “I am sick of hearing how good the
crowd were ... They were arriving tanked up on
drink and the situation faced by officers trying
to control them was quite simply terrifying.”

The narrative was also being bolstered
by comment. The Sun asked: “Is it fair to
make police the scapegoats?” before blam-
ing “thousands of fans, many without tick-
ets” who tried to get in just before kick-off.
Astonishingly even a columnist in the Liver-
pool Daily Post, John Williams, pointed the
finger of blame at ticketless fans “crushing
to death their fellow Scousers,” adding that
“uncontrolled fanaticism and mass hysteria”
had “literally squeezed the life out of men,
women and children.”

Darker tone

However, across the Pennines, the narra-
tive was taking a much darker tone in a story
which emerged from Sheffield-based Whites
News Agency and was first printed in the day’s
final edition of the Sheffield Star. Under the
headline “FANS IN DRUNKEN ATTACKS
ON POLICE,” the story claimed that “yobs ...
attacked an ambulance man, threatened firemen
and punched and urinated on policemen as they
gave the kiss of life to stricken victims.”

The allegations were repeated on the ITV’s
evening news bulletin in an interview with
then-MP for Sheffield Hallam Irvine Patnick, a
Tory. The BBC also ran a lengthy piece focused
on the allegations of drunkenness.

The following day the press gave full vent
to the story. The now-defunct Today splashed
on it, as did The Times, The Telegraph and the
Daily Express, which reported on the “sick
spectacle of the pilfering from the dead.”

The Daily Mail quoted police as saying:
“Vile fans fought us as we tried to help
dying,” while the Daily Star claimed: “DEAD
FANS ROBBED BY DRUNK THUGS” with
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the caveat: “WHAT COPS SAY ABOUT
HILLSBORO.”

The Sun went in the hardest. There was no
qualification on their front page. As far as they
were concerned the story was simply “THE
TRUTH” — the headline accompanied by sub-
heads which said: “Some fans picked pockets
of victims. Some fans urinated on the brave
cops. Some fans beat up PC giving kiss of
life.” The page was designed by editor Kelvin
McKenzie, who had initially considered the
headline: “YOU SCUM,” but the one he chose
still caused huge outrage on Merseyside.

Radio Merseyside was again inundated
with angry callers and the Sun was repeatedly
invited to state its case. However McKenzie
declined the invitations. People across Mer-
seyside reacted by ripping up, spitting on or
burning copies of the paper. Pubs banned it and
some newsagents slashed orders of the paper by
as much as 80 percent. Sales of the Daily Star
were also hit but their volte face the next day:
“LIES: Cops made up tale of lootings” spared
them from significant long-term damage.

Liverpool manager Kenny Dalglish later
wrote in his autobiography that McKenzie rang
him and asked what he could do to stem the
damage. “You know that big headline ‘The
Truth’,” Dalglish replied. “All you have to do
is print ‘We Lied’ in the same size then you
might be alright.”

“I can’t do that,” replied McKenzie. “Well,
I can’t help you then,” said Dalglish before
putting the phone down. To this day, the Sun has
never recovered its circulation on Merseyside.

Over the years that infamous front page has
been repeatedly held up not just as an example
of the worst excesses of Hillsborough coverage
but also of tabloid journalism more generally.
Yet, it is rarely acknowledged that the rest of the
media coverage was little better and had been
building to that point over the previous three
days. While the Sun’s treatment of the story
was utterly inexcusable, like its now-defunct
sister paper the News of the World during the
phone-hacking scandal, it was working at the
extreme edge of an already extreme “anything
goes” professional culture lacking any effective
mechanism of check and balance.
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Merthyr’s dirty

Russell Warfield

In 1831, Merthyr flew the red flag of
socialism for the first time ever. Nearly
200 years later, the struggle against
disastrous extraction projects continues
the fight against the injustices of
capitalism, writes Russell Warfield.

I broke into a coal mine last week. With
hundreds of other climate activists I woke
up at 6am, walked through stunning
common land near where I grew up in the
hills of south Wales, and descended into the
UK’s biggest opencast coal mine. Some of
us locked onto diggers, while dozens more
blockaded the entrance, joined by locals
who have been opposing this hazardous
extraction project for years.

There was no mining for the day. In its
place was our simple message: no new coal,
and green jobs for Wales.

Last December, at the Paris COP21 cli-
mate talks, the UK government made an agree-
ment with the rest of the world to limit average
warming to no more than 1.5 degrees. If we
have any chance of doing this, we need to leave
80 percent of fossil fuels in the ground. That
means we need to move away from coal, very
quickly, and invest in renewable alternatives.

That’s not what we’re seeing in Merthyr
at the moment. Miller Argent — the company
which owns the mine we shut down — wants to
build another one of a similar size, right next
door. This would be a disaster for the climate,
and for the local community.

The nearest homes are about 400 metres
away. The sound can be heard — constantly —
until 10 pm every night, across the whole of
Merthyr, and further if the wind is right. You
can’t hang your washing on the line if you
want it to come back in without a filthy film of
coal dust. And that doesn’t suggest good things
about the air an entire community is breathing.

Whether you’re looking at it from a local
perspective or a global perspective, there are
loads of important reasons to move away from
coal. That’s why hundreds came from all over
the UK to act in solidarity with this local cam-
paign. And for me, having grown up just down
the road, it felt particularly important. Taking
part in this direct action, I was proud to have
made a small contribution to Wales’ national
history — and Merthyr’s local history — of fight-
ing for social justice.

In the 1820s, a group known as the Scotch
Cattle organised in the same hills which we
camped in this week, planning our action
against the opencast mine. Back then, local

workers were powerless against employers who
lowered wages while retaining ownership of
land and goods, and so they carried out retalia-
tory action under the cover of night.

In 1831 the unrest culminated in a violent
uprising in Merthyr, with nearly 10,000 work-
ers on the streets. This marked the first time that
the red flag of socialism was flown by workers,
challenging the oppressions of capitalism.

One of those on the streets was a man
named Dic Penderyn, who allegedly stabbed a
police officer in the leg during the rising. The
injuries were not fatal, the cop couldn’t identify
Penderyn, and thousands of locals petitioned
for his release, confident of the allegation being
a scapegoating stitch up. They were right. Pen-
deryn was hanged, with his final words being:
“O Arglwydd — dyma gamwedd” (“O lord —
here is inequity”).

Merthyr has a proud history of confronting
the injustices of capitalism. Nearly 200 years
after the red flag of socialism was flown for the
first time, hundreds of climate activists formed
a red line through an opencast coal mine in
the very same town. We did this to represent
just one of the red lines we cannot cross if we
want to avoid climate emergencies worse than
the ones we’re already experiencing. And of
course, there were a couple of red flags flown
too, as we occupied the mine for the day.

Naturally, Miller Argent wasn’t impressed
that we’d shut down their mine. Responding to
our action, it has tried to paint itself as a border-
line philanthropic force for good, making two
claims of itself: that it provides jobs for local
people, and that it provides affordable energy.
Neither claim is especially truthful.

When it comes to jobs, the mine does pro-
vide about 200 of them, and that’s not to be
sniffed at in a town with the economic prob-
lems of Merthyr. But these 200 jobs are among
only around 2,000 mining jobs remaining in
the whole of the UK. Compare that to literally
tens of thousands of jobs in wind and solar, and
think about the fact that two of the world’s big-
gest coal companies just went bust. These are
not secure nor sustainable jobs. It’s clear which
direction the economy is moving in.

If you’re worried about jobs, renewables
offer the best way forward, and Wales is a great
place to invest. We already generate enough
wind energy to power nearly half of Welsh
homes. Why stop there? I’ve just camped on
the side of a hill in Merthyr for three days. You
can take it from me that we’re in a good posi-
tion to lead the world on wind power.

On the point of affordable energy, it
depends what you mean by “affordable”. Fossil
fuels are only economically viable because the
UK government subsidises them to the tune of

billions every year, while dismantling progres-
sive policies around renewables. And of course,
Miller Argent doesn’t factor in the cost of burn-
ing this carbon. That’s paid for by the world’s
poor.

Leaving aside these claims about jobs and
affordable energy, Miller Argent’s relationship
with Merthyr has never been harmonious. The
community does not want them there. Back in
August, when it became obvious they weren’t
going to get planning permission for the second
mine they threatened to sue the local author-
ity for US$144,500. This is in one of the most
impoverished boroughs in all of Wales. Since
being officially denied permission, they’ve
gone above the heads of the local authority,
and appealed to a central planning committee
to get their way.

They want the coal, and the short term prof-
its it offers. Miller Argent does not care about
the local community.

I appreciate the irony of a Welsh social-
ist trying to shut down a coal mine. But this is
a different situation to the ideological attack
on unionism which the area experienced in the
1980s; an episode which left Merthyr in the
economic situation it still suffers from today.

When we occupied the UK’s biggest open-
cast coalmine a few days ahead of the Welsh
Assembly elections, our action was as much a
call for decent, green jobs as it was a call to end
coal. The new Welsh government should take
decisive action on both of these issues simul-
taneously. Assembly Members already voted
for a moratorium on opencast coalmining. It
wasn’t a legally binding decision, but the politi-
cal will is there. It could easily become reality
if we keep applying pressure after last week’s
election.

We have the opportunity to turn Wales into
anew energy powerhouse. Sustainable employ-
ment can be created for tens of thousands of
people — not just a few hundred — and towns
like Merthyr can lead the world on renewables.
This would follow in the area’s storied tradition
of resisting the injustices of capitalism, from
the rising of 1831, to the miners’ strikes of the
1980s.

In 2016, climate change takes prominence
as a unique and previously unimagined symp-
tom of deregulated capitalism, driven by the
short term economic interests of companies
like Miller Argent; an employer which pleads
benevolence by offering a smattering of jobs
and falsehoods about “affordable” energy. The
parallels are clear. Merthyr’s fight against open-
cast coalmining marks a new entry in the proud
history of Welsh socialism.

New Internationalist &
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Unions’

Mark Gruenberg

WASHINGTON: The United Food
and Commercial Workers and the
Service Employees have become
key members of a wide-ranging
coalition that aims to convince at
least one million Latino “green
card” holders in the US — all legal
permanent residents — to become
citizens. Coalition members then
register them to vote.

And the two unions and their
Hispanic-group allies, such as MaVo-
taLatina, have picked up an extra
impetus for talking the green card
holders into full citizenship.

The anti-Latino hateful state-
ments by the presumed Republican
presidential nominee have driven
tens of thousands of green card
holders — more than ever before —
to go through the citizenship proc-
ess since Democratic Representative
Luis Gutierrez began the drive in
February. Citizenship applications
are accelerating, and that’s where
the unions, particularly UFCW,
come in.

That’s because while SEIU and
the other groups concentrate on con-
vincing green card holders in big
cities and swing states to become citi-
zens, UFCW extended its campaign
to small towns and rural areas where
Latinos are rising in population, says
its director of Latino outreach, Omar
Martinez.

“We formed the Stand Up To
Hate campaign” — the name for the
joint drive — “because right now is
the perfect time for them to become
citizens,” he explained to Press Asso-
ciates Union News Service. “There’s
enough time for them to become citi-
zens, register and vote.

“We’ve been doing this even
before Trump,” Martinez elaborates.
And his union will keep campaigning
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The anti-Latino hateful statements by the presumed Republican presidential nominee have driven tens of thousands of green card holders to go through the
citizenship process.

for citizenship in those smaller towns
even after November’s vote, he notes.

UFCW is concentrating on con-
tacting Latino green card holders,
both union members and non-union
members, in towns such as Dodge
City, Kansas, and Omaha, with meat-
packing plants. The meatpacking
workforce has become increasingly
Latino in recent years.

“We may have only three or
four people come to a meeting in
Dodge City,” Martinez adds. But if
they’re green card holders, unionists

at workshops explain the citizenship
process — which takes several months
— and provide free legal counsel to
walk applicants through it.

Now is the right time: Far enough
in advance of the election to become
citizens, then register.

“Most of these people don’t even
know they can become citizens,” he
notes. Including Latinos, there are
an estimated 8.8 million-10 million
green card holders in the US. “They
should know what their rights are,”
Martinez says.

Chance to beat the TTIP

BRITAIN: Politics is clearly
moving when one of Margaret
Thatcher’s most hardline former
ministers, Peter Lilley, feels he has
to back a Labour amendment to
defend the National Health Serv-
ice (NHS).

Lilley sees himself as a free-
marketeer, but even he cannot stom-
ach the planned subjection of our
NHS to special corporate courts
likely to rule in favour of US pri-
vate health corporations against the
public service ethos embedded in
our health service.

Such courts are at the heart of
the Transatlantic Trade and Invest-
ment Partnership (TTIP) being
cooked up in secret by negotia-
tors from the US and the European
Union.

The latest TTIP documents are
available for viewing individu-
ally by Members of the European
Parliament, provided that they do
not film or otherwise record their
actual details, making a mockery of
scrutiny.

TTIP follows in the wake of
similar free-trade deals that provide
for Investor-state dispute settlement
(ISDS) mechanisms to regulate con-
flicts between national governments
and transnational corporations.

So Washington is implacable in
pressing for ISDS to be at the heart
of TTIP.

Both New Labour and the
Tories have gnawed away at the
NHS, providing scope for profitable
contracts for private companies.

But TTIP would go the whole
hog, undermining the public service
nature of the NHS and demanding
that all contracts within it be put out
to tender.

Future government refusal to
conform to such private-profit-at-
all-costs arrangements would result
in ISDS lawsuits demanding com-
pensation for loss of profits.

ISDS courts have backed claims
based on governments taking serv-
ices into public ownership or even
instituting a national minimum
wage, portraying it as an impedi-
ment to free-market determination
of wage levels.

Lilley understands that the suc-
cess he and other Tory MPs enjoyed
in campaigning for a failing private
company to be returned to the NHS
would be scuppered under TTIP.

So he and other Tory MPs will
join opposition MPs in the lobby
next week when Labour moves an
amendment to the Queen’s Speech
calling for the NHS to be exempt
from TTIP.

PM David Cameron has kept up
a constant barrage for years about
his supposed commitment to the
NHS, but he refuses to substantiate
this contentious claim by telling the
EU that including the NHS in the
TTIP free trade agreement would be
a step too far.

Cameron’s reluctance to take
the NHS out of the firing line or
even to discuss the matter speaks
volumes for him, his government
and the EU.

The Tories are at one with
Washington and Brussels in favour-
ing a world where transnational cor-
porations call the shots and are not
inconvenienced by irritations such
as national democracy.

Allowing TTIP to be finalised
without NHS exemption would, as
Unite union assistant general sec-
retary Gail Cartmail makes clear,
tie the UK into the mercies of ISDS
courts for 20 years.

Preventing Cameron from sabo-
taging our NHS is essential, which
makes success for next week’s
Labour amendment crucial.

All Westminster parliamen-
tary parties, bar the Tories and Lib-
eral Democrats, have signed up to
a common pledge of opposition to
our NHS being opened up to exploi-
tation by US private healthcare
providers.

The determination of Cameron
and his like-minded friends on the
EU Council of Ministers to have a
trade deal stitched up without public
scrutiny or accountability underlines
their anti-democratic approach.

Environmental regulations,
employment rights, food safety, pri-
vacy laws and other safeguards are
also viewed as standing in the way
of corporate profits and are there-
fore at risk.

All the more reason to oppose
TTIP in its entirety and defend
democracy against transnational
corporate domination.

Morning Star &

To become a citizen, green card
holders must be at least 18 years old,
have a crime-free record, reside in
the US for five years — or three years
if married to a citizen — and read and
write English. Many fluent green
card holders have been US residents
for years. They must pay a US$680
application fee, but can seek a partial
waiver on financial grounds.

As of May 11, federal officials
report the number of people filing
naturalisation applications climbed
almost 14.5 percent in the first three
months of this year. Latino advocates
in the Stand Up To Hate campaign
estimated the percentage increase
would rise. Some 28 million Latino
citizens will be eligible to vote in
November.

Trump’s negative comments are
responsible for that rise. His calling

Mexicans rapists and criminals, his
schemes to build a wall on the US
southern border and his threats to
deport 11 million Latinos menace
them. A recent Gallup poll reported
77 percent of Latino respondents
view Trump unfavourably. So they
become citizens to register and vote
against him.

Gutierrez noticed the surge, too.
“There is something going on here,
and the way Donald Trump and
other Republicans have been talking
about immigrants, refugees, Latinos,
Asians and Muslims is frankly scar-
ing people into becoming citizens,”
he told news media. “We could lit-
erally hold a citizenship workshop
every weekend and still not satisfy
the demand” in his Chicago district
for naturalisation and citizenship.
People’s World &

“Extremists
and dangerous
elements”

Israel’s defence minister quit last
week saying he no longer trusted
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu, whose party was now ruled
by “extremist and dangerous
elements.”

Moshe Yaalon resigned amid
rumours that Netanyahu was about
to replace him.

Far-right Yisrael Beiteinu leader
Avigdor Lieberman is tipped as
his replacement — part of a deal
proposed to bring the opposition
party in from the cold to shore up
the perennially shaky coalition
government.

“To my great dismay, extremist
and dangerous elements have taken
over Israel, also over the Likud
party, and are shaking the house and
threatening to hurt its inhabitants,”
Yaalon said.

“I fought with all my might
against manifestations of extrem-
ism, violence and racism in Israeli
society that threaten its sturdiness
and are seeping into the army and

already damaging it.”

Yaalon fell out with Netanyahu
in March over the Israeli Defence
Forces’ decision to prosecute a sol-
dier caught on video executing a
wounded, helpless and unarmed
Palestinian following a failed knife
attack.

The minister backed the army
but Netanyahu and Lieberman
defended the murderer.

Yaalon’s departure may also
pave the way for US-born settler
extremist Yehuda Glick to come
into the cabinet.

Glick’s demands for Israelis to
be allowed to pray at the al-Aqsa
Mosque at the Noble Sanctuary —
known to Jews as the Temple Mount
but Islam’s third holiest site after
Mecca and Medina — helped ignite
the spate of stabbings of Israeli
occupation forces and settlers in
East Jerusalem and the West Bank
in recent months.

Morning Star &
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Finian Cunningham

America is exceptional alright.
It is the most frightened nation
on Earth, subjected to hysterical
propaganda over decades warn-
ing about foreign enemies and
ideologies. No wonder its sup-
posed democratic freedom is in
so appallingly bad shape, when
the preponderant population is
imprisoned by their rulers in a
virtual cage of fear.

Paradoxically, though, the disso-
nance of supposed freedom could not
be more abysmal. At a press confer-
ence at the recent Cannes film fes-
tival American screen actor George
Clooney digressed from his latest
movie to talk about Republican pres-
idential contender Donald Trump.
Clooney, who is well known for his
liberal brand of US politics and a
big supporter of Democrat candidate
Hillary Clinton, predicted that right-
wing business tycoon Trump would
not win the forthcoming November
presidential contest.

Clooney dismissed Trump as a
demagogue sowing fear and divi-
sive tensions along racial and xeno-
phobic lines. Which is fair enough.
Of interest here is not so much the
actor’s views on Trump’s chances
of political success. Rather, it is
Clooney’s premise that Americans
would not succumb to reactionary
fear peddling.

Seated at the press conference
alongside his American co-star Julia
Roberts and film director Jody Foster,
Clooney told his Cannes audience:
“Fear is not going to drive our coun-
try ... we’re not afraid of anything”.

Well, sorry George, but you are
dead wrong on that score. Fear is the
paramount emotional driver in Amer-
ican politics since at least the Second
World War, and probably decades
before that too.

Contrary to Clooney’s bravado,
Americans are very, very afraid.

The biggest bogeyman for the US
public was the Soviet Union, whose
spectre dominated American politics
for nearly 50 years. This spectre has
been conjured up again through cast-
ing Russia and its President Vladimir
Putin as intent on “resurrecting the
Soviet Union”.

It was Hillary Clinton — Cloon-
ey’s political champion — who made
the ridiculous and historically illit-
erate charge that Putin is the “new
Hitler”. Many other senior US politi-
cal figures and Western news media

have since stampeded like a herd
in likewise demonising the Russian
leader.

The unquestioned consensus in
Washington, from President Barack
Obama to his foreign secretary John
Kerry, and from senior Congression-
al figures to the Pentagon chiefs, is
that Russia is an existential threat to
global security.

America’s new NATO military
chief General Curtis Scaparrotti
has warned that the US-led alliance
must be prepared to go to war against
Russia at any moment due to alleged
Russian aggression towards Eastern
Europe and the Baltic states.

The Cold War has thus been reha-
bilitated a quarter of a century since
the Soviet Union dissolved. As in
former times, fear is once again fuel-
ling American politics. Consistently,
there is negligible objective basis for
this mass phenomenon. Russia today
is not a threat to the US or its NATO
allies, just as the Soviet Union was
not a threat.

Bombastic claims about Rus-
sian “annexation” and “invasion” of
Ukraine are factually tenuous, spuri-
ous or devoid. The claims don’t stand
up to scrutiny. But that’s hardly the
point. The point is that the false nar-
rative — propaganda — of alleged Rus-
sian malevolence is amplified and
repeated over and over again in West-
ern “independent” media, not unlike
the Big Lie technique of Nazi spin-
meister Josef Goebbels.

US and Western allies, with the
help of pliable news media, in effect
are able to construct their own false
“reality”. It is not objective reality.
It is a subjective, delusional “real-
ity” one in which Western nations
are portrayed to be under threat from
a stalking, salivating enemy in the
form of Russia.

Fear is a powerful lever for con-
trol over populations, as English
author George Orwell keenly per-
ceived. Get the public to fear for
their lives from an external enemy,
and they will be easily manipulated
into accepting authority, no matter
how draconian and illegitimate that
authority is. Fear is the key to surren-
dering democratic rights and submit-
ting to a cage.

From the end of the Second
World War in 1945, the West imme-
diately needed the Cold War with the
Soviet Union as a bulwark against
more progressive, democratic devel-
opment within their own countries.
American writer David Talbot in
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Actors Jack O'Connell, Julia Roberts, George Clooney and Amal Clooney upon arrival for the screening of the film
Money Monster at the 69th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, May 12, 2016. (Photo: Joel Ryan)

Fear is the paramount emotional driver in American
politics since at least the Second World War, and
probably decades before that too.

his book, The Devil’s Chessboard,
clearly depicts how Wall Street, the
Pentagon and ideologically inclined
politicians were able to construct the
monstrous military-industrial com-
plex and its gargantuan consumption
of economic resources for the enrich-
ment of an elite ruling class — based
on Cold War angst and trepidation
about the “evil Soviet Union”.

When a minority of sceptical,
more independently intelligent poli-
ticians, authors or artists questioned
the Cold War assertions they were
peremptorily ostracized as “Reds”,
“traitors” or indeed assassinated by
the military-industrial complex, as
David Talbot convincingly argues in
the case of President John F Kennedy.

This perverse distortion and
waste of US economic resources — a
US$600 billion military budget year
after year overshadowing all other
social needs — is engineered precise-
ly through fear. American military
might must be supreme and sacro-
sanct in order to “defend” or “pro-
tect” US vital interests and those of
its allies from “existential threats”.
Russia, and to a lesser extent China,
continues to be designated in the role
of global threat.

To this end, Americans have
been subjected to a relentless psy-
chological program — euphemisti-
cally referred to as “news” — for the
past seven decades. Europeans too.
Perhaps in the whole of Europe the

British media is the most toxic and
reactionary when it comes to demon-
ising Russia.

The manipulation of the Western
public mind is flagrant. The claims
against Russia are preposterous, but
astoundingly the manipulation, to a
degree, succeeds.

However, the domination
through fear is not as omnipotent as
it once was. During the former Cold
War, the Western public were far
more susceptible to the depiction of
“evil” Soviet menace.

This is no longer the case. West-
ern media have long been discredited
over fabricating lies, such as the pre-
text for the Bush-Blair war on Iraq
and other criminal US-led regime-
change operations, including Libya,
Syria and Ukraine.

Today, Western citizens have
more access to alternative informa-
tion sources, including Russian mass
media and critical internet news out-
lets within their own countries. The
Big Lie technique, while still potent,
is not quite as effective as it was in
former times.

This new historical development
in public awareness is reflected in the
growing, popular discontent across
Europe towards governments that
are seen to be slavishly toeing Wash-
ington’s policy of aggression against
Russia.

Citizens are angrily question-
ing why they are made to accept

economic austerity while US-led
sanctions against Russia are hitting
their jobs, businesses and export
revenues.

Citizens are rightly furious that
they are told there are no financial
resources for public services and
infrastructure, while billions of dol-
lars are pumped into NATO forces
to recklessly provoke tensions with
Russia.

Of course, the anomalies in West-
ern government priorities with regard
to meeting public needs are ludi-
crous, unjustifiable and unsustaina-
ble. And the only way that Western
rulers can get away with such absurd
denial of democratic realities is to
play the fear factor.

Nowhere has the fear factor been
played more than in the US — ironi-
cally, the nation which proclaims
from the rooftops to be exceptional,
free and democratic.

George Clooney would do better
to stick to the silver screen where
his heroics and valour shine larger
than life — in fiction. “The American
people are not afraid of anything”, he
claimed in real life.

George, with respect, your people
are the most scared on the planet; and
the brainwashing system is so good,
that you and they don’t even know
that. Indeed, haven’t even an inkling
of the gross manipulation.
Information Clearing House &
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Right of return

For Palestinians living under
Israeli occupation and others
throughout the world May 15
marks what Palestinians call Al
Nakba. The words Al Nakba mean
The Catastrophe in Arabic; it is
used to describe the destruction
and depopulation of the Pales-
tinian cities, towns and villages
during the creation of Israel on
the historic land of Palestine in
1948.

May 15 is the day that started the
forced displacement by Zionist para-
militaries of hundreds of thousands
of Palestinians from their homes
and lands and destroyed their vil-
lages, killed and injured thousands
of Palestinians in order to establish
the colonial settler state of Israel in
the historic land of Palestine in 1948.

During the period 1947-1949,
Zionist terror militias and Israeli mil-
itary forces ethnically cleansed large
areas of Palestine, dispossessed more
than 750,000 Palestinians, destroyed
or depopulated more than 450 towns
and villages and committed at least
24 massacres. About half of the dis-
placed Palestinians were forcibly
uprooted from their homeland due to
direct military assaults. Others fled
their homes after appalling massa-
cres were carried out by Zionist terror
gangs at Dier Yassin and Tantura.

Today, there are more than seven
million Palestinian refugees globally.
These Palestinian refugees are still
waiting to return to their homeland,
while living in very difficult condi-
tions in dozens of refugee camps in
the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, Leb-
anon, Syria, Jordan and the Arab
world.

Each year Palestinian Arab cities,
towns, villages and refugee camps in
Palestine and elsewhere hold a gen-
eral strike, closing their stores, work-
shops and schools, to launch massive
marches, rallies, protest actions and
other Nakba events.

On December 11, 1948, the
United Nations General Assembly
issued resolution number 194 calling
of the Right of Return of all refugees.
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It also called, among various issue,
for compensation for the refugees for
their losses and for their “economic
and social rehabilitation.” Millions of
refugees are still displaced in various
refugee camps as Israel continues to
deny their internationally-guaranteed
Right of Return to their homeland.

Other UN resolutions have
demanded Israel’s withdrawal from
Arab and Palestinian territories,
but consecutive Israeli government
continued to ignore the legitimate
national and other basic rights of the
Palestinian people.

Israel has been trying hard to
stop Palestinians from marking the
Nakba day. In 2001, the Israeli par-
liament passed the “Nakba Law” in
an attempt to prevent Palestinians
from marking the day by cutting,
withholding, or reducing funding to
government institutions that mark the
Nakba Day.

Despite the harsh Israeli repres-
sion in order to crush the Palestin-
ian peoples struggle, the Palestinians
continue to tenaciously resist the
ongoing dispossession and brutal
military occupation in their fight for
human and civil rights, justice, free-
dom and return.

Steven Katsineris
Vic

Enough already

We’ve had enough. The people of
Australia are tired of having our
air polluted, progress on climate
action held back and our Great
Barrier Reef wrecked for the
profits of a few mining companies.
Thousands of people have already
joined our new Coal Free cam-
paign, because we recognise that
we’re in a state of emergency here.

The latest shocking reports find
93 percent of the reefs that make up
the Great Barrier Reef have been
affected by coral bleaching. Climate
change is the Reef’s enemy number
one. But ignoring the alarm bells, our
government just approved the new
mega Carmichael coal mine right
near the Reef. This one, gigantic eye-
sore will produce the same amount
of ocean-warming carbon pollution
per year as the entire population of
New Zealand.

The science couldn’t be any
clearer. Burning coal causes climate
change. It makes the oceans warmer
and more acidic, and that threatens
the Reef’s very existence. Politicians
know this too, so whose side are they
on?

Greenpeace supporters band-
ing together can turn the tide for our

Guardian

Reef and our country’s dependency
on coal.

The truth is the coal industry is
already in decline worldwide. The
largest coal company in the world
just declared bankruptcy. Coal
prices are down. Australia now lags
well behind China, the US, India and
many other countries in facing this -
and we can’t afford to stay in denial
if we want a prosperous future with
a thriving Reef. But our politicians
aren’t moving nearly fast enough.

Coal pollution is destroying the
things we love. So we are joining
together to build a world without it.

None of us can build a future free
from coal alone. When each of us
chooses to stand up and unite behind
a movement that puts planet and
people first, we are truly unstoppable.

Together for a Coal Free future.

Nikola Casule
Greenpeace Australia

PS: “It’s always impossible until
it’s done.” I turn to this quote from
the great Nelson Mandela whenever
I’m feeling like change is too hard
to fight for. The truth is change hap-
pens all the time — when enough of
us choose to stand up, over and over
again if we have to, and demand it.

Cult

by
Rob Gow

The USA is supposedly the richest coun-
try on Earth. That might depend however
on how one defines “rich”. A country that
cannot — or will not — provide affordable (let
alone free) health care for its population is
arguably not really rich. Neither is a coun-
try that cannot give its people universal,
free education, or that cannot guarantee
employment for all its citizens. Also fun-
damental to a definition of a rich country
is whether it can provide its people with
sufficient to eat and drink. The provision
of fresh, clean drinking water is a basic
requirement that many people — especially
in poor countries — simply do not receive.
And not just in poor countries.

Take Flint, Michigan, in the US. Before
General Motors closed production there a few
years ago it was probably the biggest automo-
bile manufacturing operation in the country, a
huge complex of plants employing thousands
of skilled workers. When GM transferred their
operations to a state where the laws strongly
favoured employers and prevented workers
from organising effectively, the economy of
Flint collapsed.

That didn’t worry GM, of course. What
happened to the 100,000 people of the city that
had been the centre of GM’s operations for dec-
ades was of no concern to the members of the
GM board. The argument that it would boost
profits was all that mattered to them. That their
lowly employees actually had rights did not
even occur to them (and if it had, would have
been dismissed as irrelevant). That workers do

“The Flint water crisis is a story of government failure, infransigence, unpreparedness, delay, inaction, and environmental injustice”.

have rights and that those rights are important
is something those pesky Socialists are always
banging on about. The GM board chose to
ignore the matter of workers’ rights and to close
their operations in Flint altogether.

One unlooked-for result of GM ceasing
manufacturing in Flint was the conversion of
Michael Moore, the editor of the local paper,
into a political activist and filmmaker, radical-
ised as he confronted the reality of capitalism
in all its ruthless inhumanity. At first he could
not believe that a giant company like GM, an
American institution, could simply walk away
from its obligations to its employees and their
families and to the community that depended
on Flint for its livelihood. But he learned that
they not only could but that they would. Like a
shot. Without a backward glance. Chortling all
the way to the bank.

Another unlooked-for consequence of the
closure of GM in Flint, though not so immedi-
ate, was the mass poisoning of the city’s popu-
lation. When the economy of Flint went down
the tube, the city administration soon became
bankrupt. That such a thing could even happen
is a telling condemnation of the chaos of capi-
talism. It would be unthinkable in a rational,
planned society where investment and people’s
needs would be co-ordinated.

Incapable of maintaining automobile pro-
duction in Flint or of substituting some alterna-
tive industry under the conditions of capitalism,
the best the state government could do was
to appoint a state official to manage Flint’s
“fiscal crisis”. This official decided, in a move

intended to save the city a relatively paltry $5
million over two years, to switch Flint’s drink-
ing water supply from the Detroit city system
to the heavily polluted Flint River.

So polluted is the water of the Flint River,
it is actually designated as highly corrosive.
Although US law requires that such water be
treated before it is fed into the domestic water
supply, this was not done (presumably on
grounds of cost). After all, Flint is not exactly
a rich city. Forty two percent of the people of
Flint live below the poverty line. Racism might
also have been a factor: 57 percent of Flint’s
population are African-American, another 8
percent are Latino or of mixed race.

At least 8,000 homes in Flint are connected
to the large main water pipes by small, aging
lead pipes. Lead leaching out of the aging
water pipes was added to the polluted water
from the Flint River. Rhea Suh, president of
the US environmental activist organisation the
Natural Resources Defence Council (NRDC),
noted that “the result was that lead was piped
into thousands of homes in Flint.

“Some 9,000 children were exposed to
drinking water contaminated with toxic lead,
which is especially dangerous to infants and
young children. It can reduce intelligence,
impair learning ability, and make it difficult
for kids to control their impulses.”

The Flint water crisis erupted in 2014.
Signs of trouble emerged within months, and
by March 2015, the Flint City Council voted
to return to buying water from Detroit. At the
time, the emergency manager overruled the

council, but since then the city has returned to
the Detroit water system for its water supply.
However, today, two years after the situation
began, Ms Suh can observe that “the water in
Flint, Michigan, is still unsafe to drink ... tap
water is still contaminated with lead.”

“The Flint water crisis is a story of gov-
ernment failure, intransigence, unpreparedness,
delay, inaction, and environmental injustice”,
the independent Flint Water Advisory Task
Force reported. The state government, howev-
er, seems to have decided on scapegoating: two
state workers and a Flint city employee have
been charged with criminal wrongdoing in the
case, and more prosecutions are threatened.

The problem with lead in the US’s drinking
water though, goes far beyond Flint. “Elevated
levels of lead have been found in thousands
of water systems across the country, including
in North Carolina, Rhode Island, Mississippi,
South Carolina, and even our nation’s capital”,
says Reah Suh.

“Legislation in the US Senate that would
provide emergency assistance for the people
of Flint, including money to replace lead pipes,
has been held up for months by a few intran-
sigent Republicans. That goes beyond obstruc-
tionism; it’s a national disgrace. It’s time the
people of Flint got the assistance they deserve.”

One can only agree. Under capitalism,
however, even the provision of essential servic-
es is made conditional on a corporation making
a profit. That doesn’t bode well for the unfortu-
nate people of Flint.

Isn’t capitalism grand? &
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Sing Street

The inspiration of music, first love
and the endless possibilities lying
ahead when you are young are
captured superbly in this charm-
ing and nostalgic crowd-pleaser.

Set in 1980s Dublin, John Car-
ney’s semi-autobiographical drama
centres on 14-year-old Cosmo (a phe-
nomenal Ferdia Walsh-Peelo) who,
to escape family strains and hideous
school life, decides to form a band
with other school misfits.

He does so principally to impress
a girl, of course — the mysterious
Raphina (Lucy Boynton) — after he
asks her to star in their music video.

What ensues is a hilarious yet
heart warming montage as the band
shoots their video inspired by Duran
Duran’s Rio.

Following director John Carney’s
Once and Begin Again, Sing Street is
a delightful progression. It’s a cross
between The Commitments and Kill-
ing Bono, with fantastic performanc-
es from its young cast, particularly
Walsh-Peelo and Boynton.

Jack Reynor has the best of
comebacks as Cosmo’s mentor
and stoner brother Brendan as he
instructs him on the music and cul-
ture of the day.

With a razor-sharp script, a fab-
ulous 1980s soundtrack and catchy
new songs by Gary Clark which hold
their own you can’t help but fall in
love with this little gem and emerge
on a high.

Maria Duarte

The Silent Storm

Writer-director Corinna McFar-
lane’s noisy and seemingly end-
less feature is to recommend it to
someone you hate.

Her hysterically pointless dissec-
tion of a justifiably collapsing mar-
riage takes place on a remote Scottish
island where the period is appar-
ently post-WW2, telegraphed by a
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white Mini. There, the increasingly
deranged preacher Balor (Damien
Lewis) — “The whole community is
looking to me!” — incessantly makes
life hell for his wife Aislin — “You are
a Devil’s witch!” — played by Andrea
Riseborough.

More maniac melodrama is pre-
dictably sparked when randy juve-
nile offender Fionn Anderson comes
to stay and gets abused as a slave by
Balor.

Lewis’s Scottish accent collapses
as often as the thread of an increas-
ingly ludicrous story and the film,
two years old, seems to last even
longer.

There’s only one interesting
aspect to this waste of actors and film
stock. It was executively produced
by Barbara Broccoli and Michael G
Wilson of James Bond fame. Some
13 other producers are credited —
they may possibly outnumber the
film’s potential audience.

Alan Frank

X-Men: Apocalypse

Within the expanding Marvel
universe, the X-Men franchise has
always been a solidly smart and
exciting ride which seems consist-
ently to raise the bar, particularly
when Bryan Singer is at the helm.

But this third film in the reboot
seems to have lost its political and
inventive edge.

Set in 1983, 10 years after the
previous film, Professor X (James
McAvoy) and his cohorts have to
battle the first and most powerful
immortal mutant Apocalypse (Oscar
Isaac), set free inadvertently by
Moira MacTaggert (Rose Byrne).

He recruits a team of crack
mutants including a disillusioned
Magneto (Michael Fassbender) to
cleanse mankind.

Directed by Singer and written by
Simon Kinberg, who penned X-Men:
Days of Future Past, it is hard to
keep up with the complex action

Set in 1980s Dublin, John Carney’s semi-autobiographical drama Sing Street.

and influx of endless new mutants.
They’re basically a ploy to introduce
younger versions of veteran X-Men
such as Jean Grey (Sophie Turner),
Scott Summers (Tye Sheridan) and
Storm (Alexandra Shipp) to keep the
reboot going.

Apart from a picture of Ronald
Reagan, you can barely tell it is the
’80s as it completely ignores the
era and its political background —
although you do learn how Prof X
lost his hair.

Quicksilver provides the high-
light of the film with another stun-
ningly fun and inventive sequence.

But, as the young Jean Grey
comments after seeing The Return of
the Jedi with her classmates: “Every-
one knows the third film is always the
worst.” How prophetic.

Maria Duarte

Departure

An English mother and her
teenage son come to terms with
their changing lives in this gentle
coming-of-age tale set in the south
of France.

Juliet Stevenson is superb as the
beleaguered wife and mum who is
forced to pack up her holiday home
before it is sold while putting up with
her 15-year-old pretentious aspir-
ing writer offspring Elliot (Alex
Lawther).

He is struggling with his sexu-
ality which comes to the fore when
he meets local hunk Clement (Phenix
Brossard).

It is an ambitious debut film by
first time writer-director Andrew
Steggall and it is beautifully shot and
punctuated by sublime performances
from Stevenson and Lawther.

But, like Elliot, it borders on the
pretentious, particularly with its baf-
fling underwater imagery.

But it will make you yearn to
move to the south of France.

Maria Duarte
Morning Star &
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Departure — an ambitious debut film by Andrew Steggalll.
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JUSTICE ISSUE FOR THE WORLD.

* Professor Leslie Hughes, Pro Vice-Chancellor Macquarie University
and member of Climate Change Council of Australia;

* Dr Sara Fuller, Lecturer in Sustainability and Development, Macquarie
University.
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* Chris Holley, Activism Manager Amnesty International.
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A talk given by Leila Yusaf Chung at the screening of
5 Broken Cameras at the CPA offices, organised by
the Communist Women'’s Collective.

The idea of establishing a Jewish state in Palestine was proposed at
the first Zionist Congress held in Basel in 1897. The rabbis of Vienna
dispatched two representatives to investigate the suitability of the
country for such an enterprise. The men reported the results of their
explorations in this cable to Vienna: “The bride is beautiful, but she is
married to another man.”

To their disappointment they had found that Palestine was already inhab-
ited and a claimed homeland for the native Palestinians Arab population.

Since the Zionist project aimed and continues to aim for “Maximum land
with minimum Palestinians” they propagated a narrative that the majority of
Jews continue to believe: “A land without a people for a people without a
land.”

The Palestinians mark May 15, 1948 as the Nakba — the catastrophe.

The making of the Nakba started with the Balfour declaration of 1917. A
letter from Balfour to [Edmond] Rothschild stating “His Majesty’s govern-
ment view with favour the establishment in Palestine of a national home for
the Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours to facilitate the achieve-
ment of this object.”

This was followed by waves of European Jewish migrations to Palestine.

Aliyah in Hebrew is to move up to Jerusalem to the Promised Land.
Aliyah is opposite to migration.

In 1947, The UN General Assembly recommended the creation of a
Jewish state in part of Palestine; that recommendation was non-binding and
never implemented by the Security Council. The General Assembly passed
that recommendation only after Israel’s proponents threatened and bribed
numerous countries in order to gain a required two-thirds of votes.

On May 14, 1948, David Ben-Gurion, the head of the Jewish Agency,
proclaimed the establishment of the State of Israel.

It was with armed aggression, and the ethnic cleansing of at least three-
quarters of a million indigenous Palestinians that created the Jewish state on
land that had been 95 percent non-Jewish prior to Zionist immigration and that
even after years of immigration remained 70 percent non-Jewish. And despite
the shallow patina of legality its partisans extracted from the General Assem-
bly, Israel was born over the opposition of American and of governments
around the world, who opposed it on both pragmatic and moral grounds.

On the eve of battle in 1948, Jewish fighting forces were around 50,000
(increased by summer to 80,000). They included a small air force, navy and
units of tanks, armoured cars and heavy artillery.

They faced a hopelessly outmanned and outgunned Palestinian irregular
force of about 7,000.

The expulsion — or ethnic cleansing — took six months to complete. It
expelled about 800,000 people, killed many others, and destroyed 531 vil-
lages and 11 urban neighbourhoods in cities like Tel-Aviv, Haifa and Jerusa-
lem. They included cold-blooded mass-murder; destruction of homes, villages
and crops; rapes; other atrocities; and massacres of defenceless people given
no quarter including women and children.

The crimes were suppressed and censored from official accounts. Israeli
historiography cooked up the myth that Palestinians left voluntarily fearing
harm from invading Arab armies. It was a lie covering up Israeli crimes.

The victims became the victimisers.

One people were given refuge by uprooting another.

Lies, displacement oppression and killing continue.

Today nearly 90% of historical Palestine is colonised.

Today Israel is called the only democracy in the Middle East. Let’s call
it what really is:

» When a land is controlled by military force it’s not a disputed land it’s
occupied

* When people fight an occupier it’s not terrorism it’s resistance

* When an occupation bombs cities and people it’s not self defence it’s a
crime

* When a regime separates, segregates and discriminates it’s not
democracy, it’s apartheid

We’ve seen it happen before and we fought it.

Let’s change the narrative.

Which brings me to the importance of words and art as acts of resistance
that comes in many forms. The novel “Chasing Shadows” talks about what
it means to be a refugee and landlessness. It tells the story of a family torn
apart and fighting to survive as Palestinians in the refugee camps in Lebanon.

Emad Burnat, a Palestinian farmer resisted occupation through the lens
of his cameras.

5 Broken Cameras was shown at film festivals in 2011 and was released
in public in 2012. It’s a first-hand account of protests in Blilin a West Bank
village affected by Israel west bank barrier. The film won a 2012 Sundance
Film festival award and Emmy award. It was nominated for a 2013 Academy
Award.
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m blood mmgled like
wme with the desert dust
stones grow,
cracking
the shell of the earth
in the vineyard, from the roots
of the cedar,
bursting apart
dispossession,
drenching
hatred and poverty
with blood-red voices.

f

Stones grow

from the blood of innocence that will

never forget,

rising up as the body of a people

casting the shadow of history
dark as the heart’s blood
over the walled city
to flood its streets.

Voices that make stones grow,

voices sharp and crimson from the vine

that cry for peace and freedom
in the land of Palestine.

Poem and illustration by Tom Pearson
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