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Deep social cuts and ...

$1 trillion
for the military

Anna Pha

The media called it a bland budget. Big
business is extremely disappointed with the
budget and the Coalition’s record. As far
as it is concerned the Coalition have had
almost three years to carry out a major
overhaul of the role of government and how
it raises income and spending priorities.
The Coalition has failed dismally in the eyes
of many members of the Business Council
of Australia* (BCA).

It was not for lack of policy. After all, the
BCA drew up an economic and social blueprint
for the Coalition. As soon as the Abbott govern-
ment came to office it commissioned a National
Commission of Audit. Former BCA CEO Bruce
Shepherd was its chair.

The BCA’s chief economist and director
of policy, Peter Crone, led the Commission’s
Secretariat. As a former adviser to the Howard
and Victorian Kennett governments, Crone had
impeccable neo-liberal credentials for the job.
(See Guardian, “Abbott’s audit: By big busi-
ness, For big business”, #1616, 30-10-2013)

Corporate blueprint

The Audit report spelled out a clear neo-
liberal agenda, as dictated by global capital,
for privatisation of government, deregulation,
competition policy, dismantling the social secu-
rity system and a takeover of the state by big
business. The model is similar to the British
conservative government’s Big Society.

The Abbott/Hockey government publicly
supported most of its recommendations.

These recommendations included:

* aged pension to be set at 28 percent of
average weekly earnings (amounting to a
real reduction)

tougher means test for aged pension to
include part or full value of home in the
assets

slower roll out of National Disability
Insurance Scheme

co-payments for Medicare with abolition of
bulk billing

means testing Medicare

those on incomes above the threshold
required to take out private health insurance
for medical coverage

deregulation of private health insurance
premiums

higher threshold for Medicare safety net
price rises for medications on
Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme

Family Tax Benefit Part B abolished with a

Solidarity with
Chile’s fishermen

new supplement paid to sole parent families
who lose this benefit

a single means tested child care assistance
system

cuts to eligibility for carer payments and
carer allowance

minimum wage to be set by states and
reduced

funding cuts for higher education
repayment of student loans cut in at
minimum wage at higher interest rates
funding cuts to foreign aid program
funding cuts to Indigenous programs
funding cuts to ABC and SBS

abolition and mergers of government
departments and agencies such as of
Border Control Australia by merging the
Department of Immigration and Australian
Customs

privatisation of government services and
entities including Snowy Hydro, , Australia
Post, and Defence Housing

review of GST rate (increase in GST)
single parenting payments be reduced
from a maximum of 25% of Male Total
Weekly Earnings to 25% of Average Weekly
Earnings (a reduction of 16.6%)

abolition of the Clean Energy Finance
Corporation

abolition of the Australian Renewable
Energy Agency

increase in military spending to two percent
of GDP.

The Audit’s only reference to “climate”
was to abolish the Climate Change Authori-
ty! The only reference to “environment” was
to the “fiscal environment™! In Treasurer Scott
Morrison’s 2016-17 budget speech these two
words don’t even rate a mention, not even a
token reference.

Horror budget

The 2014-15 horror budget which contrib-
uted to the downfall of Prime Minster Tony
Abbott and Treasurer Joe Hockey contained
most of these measures or slight variations of
them. The few that didn’t appear have been the
subject of rumours and the usual denials.

It was, as the Guardian said at the time, a
budget “By big business, For big business”,
with a massive program of cuts to spending
on health, education, social security payments,
public sector workforce and other areas of ben-
efit to people. All of this to fund corporate tax
cuts and tax cuts for the rich.

The changes to Medicare are in train. The
proposed $7, and later $5 co-payment, is being
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refugee “problem”?

ST Y
e Have Beome

160 DEfeubanlt ON

GOUEm nleJt Lﬁ.ll&gf

—

introduced by stealth with what will amount to
a six year freeze on rebates paid to bulk-billing
doctors.

The cuts to family tax benefits are also
waiting in the wings having been blocked by
the Senate.

The attempt to deregulate university fees is
stalled in the Senate. The Abbott/Hockey $26
billion budget cut to schools were not men-
tioned. They remain on the agenda but thinly
covered up by a $1.2 billion “increase” over
three years, with strings attached.

Likewise, the Abbott/Hockey $54 billion
cut to public hospital funding has been buried
from view by a $2.9 billion “increase” to fund-
ing. Again these cuts have not gone away.

Hockey came up with some of his own cuts,
in addition to those designed by the BCA. One
of the cruellest of these sought to deny young
people access to unemployment benefits for six
months, followed by an obligatory six months
of “work for the dole.”

Fortunately, this and some of the others
failed to pass through the Senate.

The GST reared its ugly head but when the
opinion polls pointed to its unpopularity, was
removed from the table. It now waits hidden
under the table until after the elections.

Culture & Life
Climate change

ISSN 1325-295X

’Esml
You .

Workers’ nightmare,
bosses’ dream

Regardless of who wins the elections, a few
months down the track Moodys and the other
private ratings agencies will also rear their ugly
heads.

They will point to the budget deficit, now
almost twice the size of Labor’s “tsunami” defi-
cit of 2013-14. There will be the all-too-famil-
iar warnings of a downgrading from AAA if
the “hard decisions” are not taken to cut social
spending, downsize the public sector and slash
corporate taxes.

If the Coalition gain control of both Houses
of Parliament then there will be no stopping
them — the BCA will be smiling from ear to ear
with the prospect of lower taxes, higher profits
and super-exploitation of workers.

And it won’t just be a lower minimum
wage that the BCA have in mind. Workers and
their trade unions can expect a beefed-up Aus-
tralian Building and Construction Commission,
individual work contracts, massive penalties
for industrial action, no restrictions on hours
of work, unpaid overtime, unsafe working
conditions.

Continued on page 2
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Coup in Brazil

Ousted Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff has called on
Brazilians to defend their country’s democracy and mobilise
against the coup that saw her suspended from office. The drive
by counter-revolutionary forces to roll back hard won gains by the
people of Central and South America, in particular targeting Brazil
and Venezuela, is being met by growing resistance on the streets.

The targets for destruction include the trade agreement between
the BRICS countries (Brazil, Russia, India and South Africa).

“I call for the people to remain mobilised, together, in peace
... It is a fight we are going to win, it depends on all of us, let’s
show the world the millions of people who defend democracy in
our country,” said Rousseff in her first statement from the presi-
dential palace since the country’s Senate voted to proceed with
impeachment proceedings.

Rousseff, who as a young activist was arrested and tortured
for her efforts to organise against the military dictatorship that
previously ruled Brazil, said she “never thought I would have to
fight against another coup in our country.”

The ousted president walked out of the presidential palace to a
crowd of thousands of anti-coup and pro-democracy demonstrators.

“I] am ready to resist through all legal means,” Rousseff told
the crowd who answered with chants pledging to resist as well.

“Over the course of my life, like all women, I confronted many
challenges, now what hurts most is this situation that I’m living
now, the pain of injustice,” said Rousseff.

She thanked all those who had been marching to denounce the
coup in the lead up to the Senate’s vote on Wednesday, stating, “I
am certain that together we are going to remain united, mobilised,
and in peace.”

The ousted president dissolved her government after the Senate
voted to proceed with an impeachment trial, requiring her to re-
linquish power for a period of 180 days.

Rousseff condemned the actions of the Congress, which she
called a “coup” against her government. She also said she would
“fight with every legal instrument at my disposal” to ensure she
completes her mandate.

Her vice president, Michel Temer, became the interim president
once he received notification from the Senate that the impeachment
trial would proceed.

Social movements such as the national coordinator of the
Homeless Workers Movement have pledged to remain in a state
of permanent mobilisation.

Widespread protests, which are expected to continue and grow,
are calling for the arrest of Eduardo Cunha — the former speaker
of the lower house of Congress who was the instrument of the anti-
democratic push, spearheading the impeachment process against
the president — and for the ouster of government of Michel Temer,
which assumed power after the coup.

Said Laryssa Sampaio from the Popular Youth Uprising, which
is organising protests: “There are two main ideas; first, to denounce
the institutional coup ... and demand the departure of Temer: he
was elected to be vice president, not president. Second, for the
arrest of Eduardo Cunha, whose corruption is proven.”

However, although the right thinks their dreams of privatisa-
tions, layoffs and devaluation are going to soon come true, there is
a factor that they must take into consideration: it is the enormous
popular resistance that for months has taken over the streets of
Brazil; the workers and peasants that stood up with determination
against the austerity policies of the former government and its
pro-agribusiness policies.

They block roads, they stay firm at the barricades, they light
up when they hear their peers chanting slogans for “land, housing,
work!”, they march for kilometres to announce that the people of
Brazil has been waiting for years for unfulfilled promises. They are
workers that defend their class autonomy, their struggle. That’s
the real Brazil, with its Landless and its Homeless, with its metal
workers from the ABC union or the combative Mercedes Benz
workers, who cried out loud that “there will be no coup”. They
are the grassroots from which the resistance will continue to come
against the May 12 coup.

PRESS FUND

Under Australia’s Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS)
melanoma patients pay only $6.50 per fortnight for an injection
of immunotherapy drugs. But ABC TV’s amazing story of
cancer survivor Danielle Tindle raises questions as to whether
the Turnbull government will include those drugs on the PBS
list for patients with other forms of cancer, who currently have
to pay $5,000 per injection. We offer no prizes for guessing the
government’s intentions, but the class antagonisms being sharply
highlighted in this election are increasing the prospect of the
government being overthrown, with left-wing and progressive
political forces having great influence in parliament. We’ll cover
this intriguing battle very closely, but we really need Press Fund
contributions, so please send us something for the next issue. Many
thanks to this week’s supporters, as follows:

C Greer $50, Mark Mannion $5, Rough Red $5, Round Figure $10
This week’s total: $70 Progressive total: $2,790
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thank

The Communists submitted their
application to register the party
with the Australian Electoral
Commission (AEC) last month.
The required minimum number
of members was exceeded com-
fortably and the Party will be
registered after the completion of
the relevant processing. I’d like
to take this opportunity to thank
those who gave their support to
our registration. A special thanks
is in order for those people who
rallied others to join. There is
obviously a lot of support out

you!?

there for Communists to be able
to participate in elections with the
same rights as the pro-capitalist
parties. The Party is determined
to see the process of registration
through in order to put Commu-
nist policies before the people.
Unfortunately, because an early
election has been called for July 2,
the AEC must stop all work on the
processing of parties’ applications for
registration. Without registration the
name and logo of the Party cannot
appear on the ballot paper, only the
names of candidates. In view of the

difficulties this would present for
identifying Party candidates with the
Communists’ campaign on the ballot
paper, we have decided not to run
at the forthcoming federal election.
We will continue to build our capac-
ity to field candidates and carry out
professional election campaigns. In
the meantime, we hope you will con-
tinue to show us your solidarity and
support as we engage in grass-roots
campaigns and future local, state and
federal elections.
Bob Briton
for the Communists

CPA Function on Refugees calls for:

Implementation of
the Geneva Convention

The inhuman treatment of refu-
gees by capitalist governments,
including the Australian govern-
ment and those of the European
Union States, and the illegal policy
of “closed borders” was strongly
condemned at a function by the
Beloyiannis Branch of the Com-
munist Party of Australia held at
the Party headquarters on Sunday
May 15, 2016.

The report to this successful
function indicated that those coun-
tries closing their borders and pre-
venting the entry to refugees are
acting in violation of the Geneva
Convention on refugees and the
United Nations Charter which
specify that the refugees have the
right to choose the country where
they wish to go and seek asylum
and settle and that they are enti-
tled to free access to the country
of their choice. They also specify

that refugees should be assisted and
protected.

The report further pointed to
the causes of the refugee prob-
lem, none other than the imperialist
wars unleashed upon the people in
the Middle East and North Africa
such as Syria Iraq, Afghanistan
and Libya. It pointed out the seri-
ous responsibilities of the govern-
ments of Australia and the European
Union countries for the loss of
many thousands of refugees, chil-
dren among them, at sea and the
inhumane treatment of people in
detention centres.

Relevant videos were shown
about the dramatic deaths of refu-
gees at Christmas Island and the
Greek islands of the Aegean as well
as a video about the humane treat-
ment of refugees and the solidarity
to them exhibited by ordinary Greek
people.

The meeting adopted a unani-
mous resolution calling for:

“The immediate cessation of the
imperialist war in Syria and else-
where. Respect and implementation
of the Geneva Convention as the
basis for solving the current refu-
gee problem. Under the auspices
and the intervention of the UNO the
refugees to be allowed to exercise
their right of choosing the country
of their settlement and to be given
free access and transportation, by
passenger boats or aircraft from
the countries of their first entry like
Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan. This
is the only way to prevent people
smuggling and the mass drown-
ing of people on the high seas or at
the shores of Australia, Greece or
Turkey and thousands of them to
be left rotting in off-shore detention
centres or in a helpless situation in
Greece.”

“QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Yes, I am a Communist and I consider it one of the greatest honours,
because we are struggling for the total liberation of the human race.

J)

Angela Davis

$1 trillion for the military

Continued from page 1

But you would never guess any
of this from Treasurer Scott Morri-
son’s speech and the “bland” budget
delivered on May 3 that the BCA’s
blueprint and the contents of the 2014
anti-people budget are still at the top
of the agenda.

Workers have a rosy future if you
believed Morrison.

He uses the word “jobs” over
35 times in his 2016-17, 30-minute
budget speech. The only jobs this
budget will create are in the military
sector and a small number of manu-
facturing jobs that feed it. The bloat-
ed military budget of $1 trillion in the

coming 20 years serves the interests
of US war hawks.

The same money spent on the
manufacturing sector, on developing
renewable energy, building buses and
trains or public housing would create
hundreds of thousands more jobs and
be of benefit to the people and the
planet.

The word “plan” is used 29 times.
In this case there is a plan, the BCA’s
blueprint for big business profits, but
its details are on hold until after the
elections in the event of a Coalition
victory.

But you would never guess from
the Treasurer’s speech that these

plans are still on the agenda, just
hidden from view.

The government’s anti-people
agenda emphasises the importance
of ensuring the Coalition do not gain
control of the Senate. They must be
thrown out of office.

The Communist Party of Austral-
ia supports the election of Australian
Greens and left and progressive can-
didates to the Senate in the coming
election.

*The BCA is an industry association
representing more than 100 of the
top corporations in Australia. &
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“Close Manus prison now”

Protests began inside the Manus
detention centre — at Mike and
Fox Compounds — in Delta and
Oscar Compounds on May 13. In
Delta, the banner reads: ”Traf-
ficked illegally here. Close Manus
prison now.”

Asylum seekers and refugees are
growing tired of the delay in closing
the detention centre and releasing
them from the hell of the last almost
three years.

“People are tired and are demand-
ing to leave to Manus forever. The
Supreme Court ordered that the gov-
ernment must take us from here,” one
refugee told the Refugee Action Coa-
lition from Manus.

The detainees are growing angry
at the deliberate attempts by the
Australian government to thwart the
decision of the PNG Supreme Court
that declared that the detention centre
was unlawful, at the end of April.

The protests are expected to
escalate as frustration with the wait
for freedom grows.

Despite statements from the PNG
Immigration officials saying that the
Manus detention centre is open, nei-
ther asylum seekers nor refugees can
walk out of the centre which is on a
naval base. The arrangements have
not changed at the centre.

People are required to register
and then take an official bus to the
settlement at Lorengau. Although, up
to 100 asylum seekers from Mike and
Fox have taken the ride to Lorengau,
over a number of days, only two from
Foxtrot went outside. Very few refu-
gees have gone outside at all.

“The refugees do not want to be
seen to cooperate in any way with
the PNG regime that has been put in
place by the Australian government,”

said Ian Rintoul, spokesperson for
the Refugee Action Coalition. “Every
day the Australian government stalls
on bringing everyone from Manus to
Australia is another day they breach
the Supreme Court orders and the
human rights of the prisoners on
Manus.

“The Immigration Minister Peter
Dutton is trying to stall until after the
federal election.”

Critical refugee
mother

A 22 year-old Somali refugee
mother, Naima, and her premature
baby boy, have been airlifted, in sep-
arate planes, from Nauru in emer-
gency circumstances. Both were
considered to be in critical condition
when they left Nauru. Naima is on
life support in a Brisbane hospital
after the evacuation.

Naima underwent a caesarean
operation on Nauru and the baby was
born one month premature. Naima
and her baby were airlifted in sepa-
rate planes. The air ambulance car-
rying Naima landed at Brisbane with
the plane carrying the baby leaving
Nauru three hours after his mother
to Brisbane.

“This emergency medical evac-
uation raises even more questions
about the standard of health care on
Nauru. The Minister needs to come
clean on the real standards of the
Nauru hospital,” said Ian Rintoul.

Doctors for Refugees Dr Barri
Phatarfod said if Naima died it would
be the Department of Immigration’s
fault.

“Without a doubt the Immigra-
tion Department has put the life of
this woman and any other pregnant

-— —
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woman in significant danger by
making them have their deliveries in
Nauru,” she said.

“It is an absolutely horrible situ-
ation. The mother is gravely ill and
she is a young mum, she is 22, at the
perfectly healthy age for a woman to
give birth.

“If she dies it is as a direct result
of the government’s policies that
force these women to give birth on
Nauru.

ONONS 527
REFUGEES

“This is the third case we have
seen coming out of Nauru where
there has been either a tragic outcome
or an incredibly distressing outcome.

“Ever since the government
stopped routinely bringing pregnant
women from Nauru to Australia to
have their delivery, something like
this was bound to happen,” she said.

“We only know that something
didn’t go to plan, she’s now in a crit-
ical condition, she was intubated...

and we don’t know how likely the
baby is going to recover either.”

Dr Phatarfod said Naima suffered
from the high blood-pressure con-
dition, pre-eclampsia. “She appar-
ently had a seizure on Nauru at five
months,” Dr Phatarfod said. “She
should have been [medical evacu-
ated] out at that point.” &

Maritime workers not forgotien

Earlier this month approximately
50 unionists held a rally outside of
the Tomago Smelter demanding a
meeting with Pacific Aluminium’s
chief executive, Matt Howell, for
his complicity in sacking Austral-
ian workers and replacing them
with developing world workers,
paid as little as $2-an-hour.

In February the crew of the
Pacific Aluminium-chartered CSL
Melbourne was removed from the
vessel by up to 30 police officers.

This ship had been berthed in
Newcastle following a dispute with
the crew after the company applied

for a special licence from the feder-
al government, which allowed them
to sack the Australian seafarers and
contravene Australian labour, safety
and wage laws.

Maritime Union of Australia
Newecastle branch secretary Glen
Williams said Pacific Alumini-
um was a profitable subsidiary of
mining giant Rio Tinto and as a
result did not have a valid business
case for sacking its local workers.

“Rio Tinto are right now claim-
ing bad times, poor commodity
prices, etcetera but that didn’t stop
them paying the same dividend to

shareholders that they did the year
before,” Mr Williams said. “They
say they can’t afford Australian
workers on Australian wages, yet
Alfred Barrios — the global CEO
of Aluminium — pocketed $3.6
million in wages and because of
their generous decision to pay out
US$2.15 per share, he made anoth-
er $300,000.

“But apparently one Alfred Bar-
rios is worth more than 40 Aus-
tralian seafarers, who are now
faced with long-term unemploy-
ment because of an ever-shrinking
industry.

“We decided that was not on, so
we took our distaste for this ever-
pervasive inequality straight to the
source, and we’ll continue to do so
until Pacific Aluminium and their
parent company Rio Tinto play
fair.”

The rally coincided with Rio
Tinto’s Annual General Meeting in
Brisbane where the MUA’s assist-
ant national secretary Warren Smith
was in attendance.

Mr Smith attended the meeting
to try and get answers about Rio’s
knowledge of the CSL Melbourne
raid.

“Why is Rio Tinto replacing
Australian seafarers with highly
exploited foreign labour to the
complete disregard of local jobs,
national security and environmental
risk?” he asked. “The shipping task
has not reduced, with approximate-
ly one million tons of alumina still
coming into Newcastle.”

He also asked about Rio Tinto’s
ongoing commitment to Australian
jobs but he was not given an appro-
priate response. “It was fobbed off
with bland rhetoric and irrelevant
information,” he said. @&
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Community control for

Aboriginal housing

Two Indigenous organisations, Aborigi-
nal Housing Northern Territory (AHNT)
and Aboriginal Peak Organisations NT
(APONT) are urging radical reform of the
NT’s public housing system.

AHNT comprises Aboriginal organi-
sations and individuals who want a new
system that allows for community control of
housing, local engagement and employment,
more responsive repairs and maintenance
and better tenancy management services.
APONT comprises the Northern and Central
Land councils, Aboriginal legal aid services
and the Aboriginal Medical Services Alli-
ance NT.

AHNT and APONT have jointly made
a submission to the NT Housing Strategy
Consultation Draft which the government
announced in June 2015. The Draft Strategy
aims to review housing supply and assistance
programs.

In March 2015 APONT hosted a Remote
Aboriginal Housing Forum which brought
together 150 people and identified many fail-
ures in the public housing system: inadequate
supply, poor design and poor workmanship;
poor maintenance, leading to unhealthy condi-
tions; no employment opportunities for local
people in construction or management; com-
plex management arrangements which deliver
poor service; and inappropriate and culturally
insensitive tenancy process.

The AHNT/APONT submission to the
Government’s Draft Strategy says Aboriginal
people have been greatly disempowered as a
result of new housing policies following the
Howard government’s “Intervention” in 2007,
which abolished Indigenous Community Hous-
ing Organisations and transferred communi-
ty housing to the NT government. In spite of
a commitment in 2008 of $2 billion over 10
years for NT housing, severe overcrowding and
homelessness remain.

The submission notes that the NT has by
far the largest housing shortfall relative to the
total number of households — a shortfall of
about 10,600 dwellings; and homelessness in

Guardian

In spite of a commitment in 2008 of $2 billion over 10 years for NT housing, severe overcrowding and homelessness remain.

the NT is 17 times higher than anywhere else
in Australia.

The submission says that while the hous-
ing sector elsewhere has shifted to a diverse,
community-based sector, Aboriginal hous-
ing in the NT has gone in the opposite direc-
tion: “Aboriginal housing in the NT has been
moved wholesale to government control. The
success of a community housing approach will
depend on the Department of Housing being
prepared to transfer management of state-
owned public housing for Aboriginal people
to Aboriginal control:

“Special purpose Aboriginal housing
organisations with skilled governance, sound
financial planning and management and
staffed by trained housing professionals can
be part of the growing community housing
sector across Australia. Aboriginal housing
organisations are best placed to have strong

partnerships with local communities and Tra-
ditional Owners and work across regions that
are geographically and culturally connected.

“Government regulation of community
housing is essential, but we want to see a com-
mitment by the NT government to empower
organisations to deliver a model of community
housing management rather than the bureau-
cratic and culturally irrelevant public housing
model that now exists.”

AHNT/APONT wants the government’s
Draft Strategy to address housing problems
on homelands: “If homelands receive reduced
services or close down, then people may move
to the fringes of communities or towns where
there are already housing shortages. Home-
lands have been excluded from the whole new
housing framework and as a consequence are
not receiving sufficient funding or adequate
levels of service. Houses on homelands are

up to 30 years old and in disrepair; there is no
funding to build new houses.”

After AHNT met in Katherine in March,
Co-Chair Barb Shaw drew attention to the
“appalling” state of Aboriginal housing in
Elliott — “the forgotten town”.

“A one-off payment of $3 million from the
NT government is going to Elliott, which is
welcomed, but is unlikely to fix the systemic
problems plaguing Aboriginal housing in Elli-
ott and other Aboriginal communities, outsta-
tions and town camps.

“Housing is at a devastating point in the
Northern Territory,” Shaw said. “Housing is
the foundation of health and education. How
can we achieve quality education when our
children don’t have a house, or somewhere
safe to sleep?”

Land Rights News —
Northern Edition &

Land council anger over benefits fund

Rudi Maxwell

The Northern Territory’s two
largest land councils are fuming
after Indigenous Affairs Minister
Nigel Scullion moved to reduce
their input into how mining roy-
alties are distributed.
Senator Scullion is planning to

change the management of the Abo-
riginals Benefit Account (ABA),

which administers grants to Aborig-
inal organisations from mining roy-
alties on Aboriginal land in the NT.
He is moving to reduce the number
of land council representatives on
the ABA Advisory Committee from
14 to 10 and possibly appoint two
business people.

Senator Scullion’s office refused
to answer direct questions by the
Koori Mail about what exactly the
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changes are and the information is
not on the public record.

But the plan to reduce the
number of land council representa-
tives has drawn the ire of both the
Central Land Council (CLC) and
Northern Land Council (NLC),
which each stand to lose two
positions.

CLC delegates condemned the
move, and chair Francis Kelly said
the plan was an erosion of Abo-
riginal control over the expenditure
of the royalties-equivalent-funded
ABA community grants program.

“The Minister already has the
final say and often overrules our
advice. It’s time he handed responsi-
bility for Aboriginal money back to
the elected representatives of Abo-
riginal people,” Kelly, a former ABA
Advisory Committee member, said.

“Aboriginal voters in the Ter-
ritory will not stand for more top-
down control over income they
want to use to strengthen their com-
munities. It should be our priorities
that count, not the Government’s.”

Since the Coalition govern-
ment was elected, Senator Scullion
has frequently been at odds with
the two biggest land councils in the
Territory, who oppose his strident
advocacy for 99-year leases of Abo-
riginal land.

Senator Scullion has previously
indicated he believes the NLC and

CLC have too much power and in
2013 moved to devolve some of
their decision-making capacity.

The Minister has also been
accused of meddling too much in
the ABA, overturning grant deci-
sions of the previous Minister, and
further muddying an already opaque
process.

Last year the government lost a
Federal Court case brought by the
Machado Joseph Disease Founda-
tion (MJDF) after Senator Scullion
overturned a decision by former
Indigenous Affairs Minister Jenny
Macklin award a $10 million grant
from the ABA.

The government has appealed
that decision and the next round of
court action was due to start last
week. With many Aboriginal organ-
isations in Territory — and the rest of
the country — having lost their fund-
ing under the Indigenous Advance-
ment Strategy, no-one was prepared
to speak with the Koori Mail on the
record, due to fear of retribution or
losing further government support.

Those who spoke off the record
said there was a culture of fear
under the present government and a
general view that there was far too
much top-down interference.

Research professor at the Alfred
Deakin Institute for Citizenship and
Globalisation Jon Altman writes
in the April edition of Land Rights

News that there are serious concerns
about the lack of transparency and
continued erosion of Aboriginal
control of the ABA.

“ABA funds have also been
deployed, after statutory amend-
ment in 2006 and 2007, to promote
ideologically-driven proposals for
land tenure changes, most evident in
the underwriting of the activities of
the Office of the Executive Director
of Township Leasing and the push
for 99-year leases of Aboriginal
townships lubricated with upfront
sweeteners from the ABA,” Profes-
sor Altman says.

“According to the latest finan-
cial statements and annual report
of the ABA for the 2014-15 finan-
cial year, deeply concealed in the
annual report of the Department of
Prime Minister and Cabinet, there is
equity of over $500 million held in
reserve, a massive financial bucket
of extraordinary developmental
potential. But its use remains at
ministerial discretion — one wonders
what rabbit-out-of-the-hat grants the
Minister might announce in the near
future to maximise electoral pros-
pects federally and in the North-
ern Territory, underwritten by the
ABA?”

Senator Scullion refused
requests for an interview for this
story.

Koori Mail &
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Solidarity with

Chile’s fishermen
“The mobilisation will radicalise”

On April 29, the city of Chiloé in
Chile faced the country’s worst
environmental crisis of recent
years. The red tide is not only an
economic disaster for the region
but a health, environmental and
social disaster for the nation as
80 percent of the population of
Chiloé relies on the sea for income.

The Chilean government banned
fishing in the Chiloé region because
its waters are 750 percent over the
limit of toxic algae, causing the
region to be classified as a disaster
zone. The unionised, artisanal (low
volume, traditional) fishermen have
been severely affected by the tragedy.
Since April 29, they have not been
able to feed their families from their
work. The artisanal fishermen are
demanding fair compensation from
the government but, so far, the gov-
ernment has tried to negotiate them
down to 150 dollars a month. The
fishermen say that this is not enough
to feed their family and they need the
compensation to be ongoing until the
red tide is managed.

The red tide could also cause
major health problems to the people
in the surrounding area. The level
of the chemical which caused the
algae bloom is over 750 percent the
acceptable figure. Greenpeace Chile
has investigated and concluded that
the red tide was the result of 5,000
tonnes of rotting salmon in the waters
off the coast of Chiloé. The govern-
ment authorised a total of 9,000
tonnes of waste from controversial
fish farms to be poured into the ocean
without warning to the community of
Chiloé about the devastating impact
it could have.

The artisanal fishermen have
pushed for a living wage while the
government says it simply doesn’t

have the funds to properly com-
pensate them. The demonstrators
released a statement that “the mobi-
lisation will radicalise”. Demonstra-
tors have effectively blocked routes
to the island location and have held
many protests around the country.

As many as 1,000 people ral-
lied in Santiago and university stu-
dents have taken a big initiative in
supporting the fishermen. As many
as 12 students have been arrested for
participating in protests at their uni-
versity. While the government insists
there is not enough money to com-
pensate the fishermen, they send heli-
copters, other aircraft and riot police
at great expense to violently suppress
the demonstrations.

There is support for the mobilised
fishermen from around the country
and around the world. Even Claudio
Bravo, one of Chile’s most adored
football players, has expressed his
support for the unionised, artisanal
fishermen. The Communist Party Of
Chile (PCC) has been at the protests
from the start. Its members make up
a large part of the demonstrators in
support of the fishermen. Camila
Vallejo, a young deputy of the PCC
has declared that party is fully sup-
porting the artisanal fishermen.

Definition: Red tide

A red tide is caused by an
increase in the level of toxic algae,
which causes the discolouration of
the sea and toxic/dead marine life.
“As members of the Communist
Party of Chile we have followed the
intense demonstrations by fisher-
men from the island of Chiloe and
the process of talks between work-
ers and government representatives
to reach an agreement that would
effectively address the serious social

and economic effects generated by
the environmental crisis that exists
in the region of Los Lagos,” Vallejo
said.

“In this context, we fully sup-
port the just demands made by organ-
ised fishers that have motivated the
intense mobilisation of recent days.

“Similarly, we consider it essen-
tial for a promptly and thorough
investigation to analyse in depth
the real causes of the environmental
crisis and to determine whether there
is direct or indirect responsibility of
the salmon farming companies.

“Also, we emphasise the need
to conduct studies to determine the
most urgent needs of Chiloé residents
and the emergency on the island, so
as to establish concrete solutions
throughout the period of affectation
to the area.

“Given the controversy generat-
ed by the copper waste, it is evident
that the solution is not a problem of
lack of resources but the misdistribu-
tion of these.

“This crisis should allow us to
work on a comprehensive develop-
ment plan of Chiloe, consider a sig-
nificant investment of resources to
advance the diversification of the
Islands.

“Finally, we call on the govern-
ment to keep the door open to dia-
logue and avoid the use of force
against the legitimate demands
of organised fishermen,” Vallejo
concluded.

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia express its solidarity with the
fishermen of Chiloé and all those
struggling against the recklessness
of capitalism that puts profit before
the environment and the well-being
of communities. &

“We call on the government
to keep the door open to
dialogue and avoid the

use of force against the
legitimate demands of
organised fishermen.”

Sydney

NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION

On the anniversary of the Bringing Them Home report
Stop forced removals — Bring the children home — Aboriginal control of Aboriginal child welfare

Rally & March

May 26 — 12:30pm at the Block, Redfern

www.facebook.com/stopstolengenerations
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Demonstrators have effectively blocked routes to the island location and have
held many protests around the country.
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One of the features of this election campaign seems to be a big
attack on the Greens from both major parties. You'd think they’'d
choose to spend more time developing their own environmen-
tal policies. Climate change and its effects are not mentioned
by the two major parties. Many people are involved in actions
against what they see as bad government policy, both state
and federal, including environmental policies. They join exist-
ing organisations or form their own — like the Lock the Gate
Alliance, for example. Environmental charities, like any oth-
er, enjoy a tax-deductible status. That makes miners (I mean
mine owners) see red. The Minerals Council of Australia (MCA)
complained about six environmental organisations, including
Greenpeace, Lock the Gate Alliance, The Wilderness Society
(Queensland), the Australia Conservation Foundation and 350.
org Australia. The MCA has demanded measures against envi-
ronmental organisations encouraged by a report from the House
of Representatives environment committee recommending the
Register of Environmental Organisations be abolished and that
the Australia Taxation Office take over the endorsement of green
groups for tax-deductible status. Not surprisingly environmentalists
responded promptly. Greenpeace Australia Pacific chief exec-
utive David Ritter called on the government to reject the report.
“This baseless inquiry, forced through by big mining companies
using their influence over politicians, is a shameful attempt to write
laws to silence Australians, who care about the environment”,
he said. “Thousands of people support environmental groups
because they want to protect our natural heritage. By targeting
us, the government is trying to intimidate ordinary Australians”.

A dental public health expert, Associate Professor Matthew
Hopcraft strongly advocates for the introduction of a sugar tax. He
points out in an article published in The Age (04/05/2016) that over
the past 20 years tooth decay rates have increased dramatically.
...”for the first time in generations we are raising children whose
oral health may be worse than that of their parents,” he says.
There was a new dental package in the budget which purported
to increase funding for dental care for children. But as Professor
Hopcraft points out the new package will actually cause a decrease
in expenditure of nearly $200 million a year which will “severely
limit access to dental care and increase already stretched wait-
ing lists, with the possibility that fewer children are able to receive
the care they need”. Excessive consumption of sugar in the
everyday diet is a cause of concern for many health profession-
als. Obesity and related health problems are a real challenge.

The NSW government has gone ahead with council amal-
gamation despite complete lack of consultation and outright
disregard for the opinion of the communities involved. The gov-
ernment, of course, claims that it is all done for our benefit.
Sure. Then how come that in marginal seats the proposed amal-
gamation has not taken place or been postponed? Let's hope

that voters remember — now and in the future NSW elections.
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Victor Grossman

BERLIN: Back in 1963, Bob Dylan (soon
to be 75) wrote a bitter song; Pete Seeger
also sang it often. It asks, after the death of
a young boxer: “Who killed Davey Moore?
Why an’ what’s the reason for?” Then came
the alibis of all those responsible, from the
manager and media to the boxing crowds:
“Not I... Don’t point your finger at me.”
Europe today, though not dead, is in deep
disarray, heart-rendingly for very many
and menacingly for the world. Here, too,
one might inquire: How come? Who is to
blame?

Many countries caused the tragic exodus
from Afghanistan — over 2 million refugees —
but for 15 years the US government has been
the alpha-wolf. Iraq, well before the bombing
and invasion of 2003, faced almost the same
pack with the same alpha leader, and still suf-
fers this never-ending fate, with over four
million refugees, half within, half outside the
country. Libya, Somalia, South Sudan, Yemen
followed; for most of these on-going explosions
the lit fuses pointed again to the lands of the
wealthy.

Who is to blame for the hundreds of thou-
sands of distraught fellow human beings from
Syria who risk drowning to flee to Europe, for
all those, from infants to grandmothers, still
in a survival struggle on rocky Aegean islands
or in Greek mud, facing Macedonian barbed
wire and tear gas? Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Turkey
play a part in the misery, buying oil and ancient
relics or selling —and often firing — modern new
weapons. But the major mover is typically a
tight, mighty band of heartless neo-cons and
obscenely wealthy weapons-makers and prof-
iteers with its centre near the Potomac.

Joining in were their blood-brothers on the
Thames, the Seine, the Bosporus while those
from Rhine, Spree or Elbe, with their long tra-
ditions, were key junior partners to those from
the US, but in Europe were again the most
powerful, with tentacles stretching ever fur-
ther outward.

Despite its role, the alpha-wolf rejected any
share in facing the consequences, and the ear-
nest results of these wars hit their neighbours
hard — but also Europe, especially junior part-
ner Germany. Angela Merkel’s welcome call to
all those seeking asylum, whatever its motiva-
tion, was followed by countless Germans work-
ing heroically to make life easier for refugees
crammed for months into school gyms, airport
hangars and empty buildings. But much of
the media switched all too soon from seeming
empathy into growing collusion with foreign-
er-haters who use every discomfort for local
residents, every misdemeanour, true or false, of
the frequently traumatised, jobless immigrants,
often separated from their families, to reinforce
existing prejudices against all people of differ-
ent colour, language or religion and to expand
their own bigoted strength.

The vultra right

The PEGIDA-groups still march in Dres-
den on Mondays against “Islamisation” but
are overshadowed nationally by a party, the
Alternative for Germany (AfD), not so openly
thuggish as other far-right groups, but all the
more dangerous. At their recent conference
their demands in “fighting Islam” aimed at
easy targets like the face-covering burka and
nigab — hardly ever seen in Germany — and
against muezzins, minarets and new mosques.
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Their slogans and demands recalled those heard
during the GOP presidential primary campaign
in the US; much like Donald Trump, they seek
support among people whose livelihoods are
insecure, whose jobs are precarious, whose
future is uncertain and who blame this on all
established parties but also on victims suffer-
ing more than they.

Far less emphasised, hardly even men-
tioned by the AfD are its demands for a return to
the military draft, a build-up of German armed
forces, lower taxes for the wealthy (no inher-
itance taxes), an increase in police snooping,
a tougher penal system, making 12-year-olds
as accountable as adults, with “no pamper-
ing” of those in prison, no special treatment
for addicts or “psychiatric felons”, no improve-
ment in gay rights but opposition to abortion.
Women would do best to stay at home and care
for bigger families so as to achieve an increase
in the “German” population.

As with Trump, this program is also com-
bined confusingly with some acceptable social
demands, a call for a better relationship with
Russia; also a rejection of both the European
Union and the Euro, for all the worst, nation-
alist reasons. Yet the main trend of the AfD is
more than clear and its menace all too reminis-
cent of Germany 85 years ago.

Xenophobic traditions are truly long-last-
ing in some minds. Today Muslimophobia is
far more useful than anti-Semitism, in older
or newer forms, if only for a lack of numbers
to victimise. And with next year’s elections
approaching, all other parties are hunting for
lost voters, frightened by the strength of the
AfD in state elections in March, with 12 per-
cent and 15 percent in two West German states
and a startling 24 percent in the East German
state of Saxony-Anhalt. The changing polls
now give the AfD overall 14 percent, in third
place and ahead of Die LINKE (Left) and the
Greens.

The worrisome results recall the tea party
in Alice’s Wonderland, where everyone kept
moving one seat further along — and only
the first in line got a clean tea set. In today’s
German version, fear of the AfD led to each
party moving a seat to the right. The Christian
Social Union (CSU), the reactionary Bavarian
sister of Angela Merkel’s Christian Democratic
Union (CDU) and the only such special state
affiliate, distanced itself sharply from the plight
of the refugees and came close to a split with
its “Christian” partner, calling Merkel, from the
very first words of her welcome, far too soft.

Blackmail

She, on the other hand, fearing threatening
stabs in the back and losing popularity almost
for the first time, modified her friendly stance,
agreed to toughen conditions for the refugees,
and met with Turkish president Erdogan to have
him stop the refugee flight to the nearby Greek
islands in return for greater acceptance into the
“European community”, especially his main
goal, visa-free travel. He was clearly using the
refugee issue as blackmail; his formidable army
and navy can undoubtedly permit or prevent the
departure of the tiny, dangerous coastal boats at
will to suit political policy.

But eager as Merkel was to dam up the
stream, a rapid increase in repression in
Turkey made her bargaining more difficult.
Erdogan was jailing all journalists who criti-
cised him, left-wing delegates were forced by
physical attacks to leave the Parliament and
whole Kurdish-majority cities were put under
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murderous sieges. A critical satire on German
TV caused dissonances; it was followed by a
jolly poem, somehow squeezed onto state TV,
which insulted Erdogan in a jolly but intensely
obscene manner, accusing him of paedophilia
and sodomy with goats.

Poor Merkel was caught in the middle (of
the TV controversy); she shoved all decisions
about the TV comedian and freedom of speech
to the German courts and carried on with Euro-
pean Union negotiations with Erdogan (who
fired his own prime minister for bargaining too
leniently). They are still unresolved.

Making clear that she is as tough as ever,
Merkel’s government, especially its evil genius,
Finance Minister Schéiuble, has refused to
weaken pressure on poor Greece, which is not
only burdened by many of the refugees but is
still forced to push its population further into
poverty and misery in order to pay off German
and French banks for dubious past loans. Thus
far the once-left Syriza Party has gone along,
but anger — and perhaps desperation — are
mounting.

Other German parties

As for the German Social Democrats, these
junior partners in the government have weak-
ened their high-minded defence of refugee
rights to a whimper, while their top man Sigmar
Gabriel has thus far gone along with the tough-
er restrictions, the policy on Greece and sup-
port for the Transatlantic Trade and Investment
Partnership (TTIP), the European equivalent of

the Asian-American TTP. His party’s move to
the right — though not a very big change — has
meant a sharp decrease in their polling figures
and election results, but a left-wing opposition
in their party has gained little traction thus far.

As for the Greens, they avidly oppose
compromises with Erdogan’s Turkey, but are
divided on issues like immigration. The popu-
lar Winfried Kretschmann, first and only Green
state government head, has formed a new gov-
ernment in Baden-Wurttemberg with the Chris-
tian-Democrats as junior partners, the first such
alliance — and seems to be taking the Greens
one more chair to the right.

None of these parties have rejected
demands by “Defence Minister” Ursula von
der Leyen to nearly double previous plans and
spend US$142 billion in the next 15 years on
increasing the army size and buying ever more
murderous weapons.

Atomic missiles

Nor have they cried out against sending
German military units, including planes which
can carry atomic missiles, to join other NATO
forces in manoeuvres along the Estonian-
Russian borders within a stone’s throw of St.
Petersburg, despite fearful memories of June
22 1941 and the mass murder that followed.
After a number of recent incidents near Russia,
and knowing that some neo-cons and brass still
dream of repeating Kiev’s Maidan Square in
Moscow’s Red Square, all this has blood-chill-
ing character.

Hardly even mentioned by the AfD are its demands for

a return to the military draft, a build-up of German armed forces
the wealthy, an increase in police snooping, no special treatment
“psychiatric felons”, no improvement in gay rights but opposition
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Against all this, in the Bundestag at least,
the little LINKE (Left Party) has almost
always been alone. Yet recent election results
were very disappointing and its poll figures
remain stagnant at 8-9 percent. Part of this is
because of its courageous but risky support
of the immigrants and their rights, but some
trace this to a lack of bold, visible grass roots
activity — “on the street” — which could con-
vince confused, unhappy voters, especially in
the working class, that the LINKE is not just
another establishment party but the main fight-
er for their rights!

In recent years differences within the party
have been moderated by a balanced leadership.
The coming congress in Magdeburg on May
28-29, which elects or re-elects party leaders
and decides on directions in the German elec-
tions season, will determine how and how well
the party can react to the constant danger of
military conflict, to the question of refugees,
to the economic troubles of so very many with
bad jobs — or no jobs — and to the quasi-fas-
cist menace of the AfD and its strong allies in
Hungary, Poland, the Baltic countries and even
France and Scandinavia.

How well can they forge alliances and
succeed, despite all the obstacles, in gain-
ing strength and pointing a convincing finger
at those forces, inside and outside Germany,
which deserve the basic blame for all of these
worries, tragedies and potentially deathly
dangers?

People’s World &

, lower taxes for
for addicts or
to abortion.
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A radical fervour,
forged in the forests

Clile’s national poet Pablo Neruda’s biographer Adam Feinstein
recalls the writer’s twin passions — love and Nature.

One of the greatest ironies in the history of 20th-century poetry is
concealed in the forests of southern Chile. Pablo Neruda’s train
driver father, Jose del Carmen, was initially appalled to find that
his son was writing poems. But in taking the young boy — then
called Neftali Reyes — on magical train journeys through those
woods, he was unwittingly filling him with the overwhelming pas-
sion for Nature that would later infuse so much of his Nobel
Prize-winning verse.

Neruda wrote in the poem “The Frontier — 1904” (the year of his
birth) from his 1950 book, Canto general:

The first thing [ saw was trees,

ravines,

decorated with flowers of savage beauty,

moist land, forests ablaze,

and behind the world lay winter, overflowing.

My childhood was wet shoes, shattered tree trunks
toppled in the forest, swallowed by lianas

and beetles, days of resting gently on beds of oats.

Neruda was not religious, but those haunting Chilean forests were
his sacred space. He said as much in his wonderfully life-affirming mem-
oirs, published posthumously in 1974, a year after he died from cancer.
(That is the official version of his death. His body was exhumed in 2013
to investigate claims that he might have been poisoned in hospital by his
political enemies — namely, agents of the military dictatorship of General
Augusto Pinochet — and remains above ground to this day. The poet’s
bones have been examined in Chile, North Carolina in the United States,
Murcia in southern Spain, and Switzerland. In June 2015, the forensic
team in Murcia announced that it had found a mysterious protein toxin
from the Staphylococcus aureus bacterium, whose source was unclear.
In a remarkable development in November 2015, the Chilean govern-
ment conceded, for the first time, that it was “highly likely” his death
was brought about by a third party.)

Neruda wrote that, when he was a child, Nature filled him with “a
kind of intoxication. I must have been around ten years old but I was
already a poet. [ wasn’t yet writing verse, but [ was attracted to the birds,
the beetles, the perfection of insects, partridge eggs.”

Natural beauties

The thrice-married Neruda often insisted that his main driving forces
were love and Nature. Almost all of his books contain poems dedicated
to the beauties of the natural world around him. It was no coincidence
that he adopted as his false identity “Antonio Ruiz Lagorreta, ornitholo-
gist” before escaping across the Andes from Chile into Argentina on
horseback in 1949. (He had been forced into hiding for a year after cou-
rageously standing up in the Senate in the Chilean capital, Santiago, and
condemning his own President, Gabriel Gonzalez Videla, for behaving
like a fascist.)

In 1966, he published a delightful volume entitled “The Art of Birds”.
In it, real birds alternate with imaginary ones bearing a politically satiri-
cal message — for example Tontivuelo — Autoritarius Multiformis (‘The
Stupid Winged Military Dictator Bird”), which

couldn’t fly, just couldn’t fly,
but gave orders for others to fly.

Julio Escamez, the Chilean artist who illustrated this book, recalled
that he and Neruda would set out at the crack of dawn and settle down
for long hours to observe the birds at a distance. “For a painter, work-
ing with Pablo means forging a contact with a whole world of stimuli.,”
Escamez said.

Pablo Neruda.

Neruda’s friend Tomas Lago remembered the poet suddenly asking
the driver of his car to stop while being driven down to Temuco (the
southern Chilean town where he grew up). It turned out that Neruda had
seen two loicas (long-tailed meadowlarks) in a tree and was compelled
to halt the journey to observe them at close quarters.

Neruda was not merely lured to natural objects by the physical beauty
all around him in his beloved Chile, the homeland he memorably called
a “long petal of sea and wine and snow”. He also loved the sound their
names made in Spanish. Indeed, it is perhaps in so many of his decep-
tively simple odes (he wrote 225 of them) that we see the enchantment
of Nature’s nomenclature in its most crystalline clarity.

In the “Ode to the Birds of Chile”, from his first collection of odes,
the Odas elementales (1954), Neruda refers to the indigenous diuca
(finch), the queltehue (lapwing), the canastero (passerine), the chirigue
(canary) — names that sing off the page. Neruda, like his great friend
Pablo Picasso, made the ordinary extraordinary and the extraordinary
ordinary. He wrote odes to the tomato, the onion and the artichoke, but
also to a dog, an elephant, several to flowers, and a little-known and
extremely beautiful ode to a carob tree still throbbing after being felled
during a storm. Neruda feels its death as keenly as if it were a brother: /
left the wind / keeping watch and weeping.

Complex tension

There is, however, a rich and complex tension running through much
of Neruda’s poetry, between the call of the natural world and the need
for radical social and political change, a tension George Handley has
called “the twin pulls of the biocentric and the anthropocentric”. The
aesthetic values Neruda fervently treasures can run contrary to his praise
for human labour.

In one of Neruda’s most famous poems, “Walking Around” — writ-
ten in Buenos Aires in 1933 and ostensibly describing the sterility of
bureaucracy — he declares:

All I want is to rest among stones and wool,
all I want is to see no more establishments or gardens.

These lines should not be tritely interpreted as the poet’s drawing an
opposition between Nature and society, between natural simplicity and
urban artifice. The ambivalence is far more profound. For Neruda, stone
is a life force. Which is why 10 years later his visit to the Incan fortress,
Machu Picchu, high up in the Andes, had such a potent effect on him. It
was not just that he was lured back to the time of early humans, to his
pre-Columbian ancestors who had built the site. Stone itself exerted its
magic on him — and can there be anything more representative of the
origins of Nature than stone? As for wool, it does indeed form a contrast
with the synthetic, while gardens are human-made constructions, not the
wild forests of his childhood.

At the same time, unlike for Walt Whitman — one of his great lit-
erary heroes — Neruda’s repeated encounters with Nature were often
nostalgic, bittersweet reunions with solitude, reminders of those years
as a lonely, sickly child in Temuco, but also of his desolate early dip-
lomatic postings in Asia in the late 1920s and early 1930s. Indeed, he
wrote back from the Far East, “between nature and me, there remains
a veil, a subtle cloth.”

Ultimately, Neruda was one of the great humanist poets. His dual
compulsions — for contact with Nature, on the one hand, and with his
friends and loved ones, on the other — were not only equally powerful,
but also inseparable. As his close friend Jorge Edwards — his second-in-
command when Neruda was Chilean Ambassador in Paris in the early
1970s — astutely noted, a poet of Nature is not simply a creator of bucolic
songs. “Neruda’s poetry was more vigorous the closer it came to nature.
Yet nature does not just mean the landscape, as some critics would have
you believe, but man himself.”
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Calls for mobilisations

Ousted Brazilian President Dilma
Rousseff has called on Brazil-
ians to defend their country’s
democracy and mobilise against
the coup that saw her suspended
from office.

“I call for the people to remain
mobilised, together, in peace ...
It is a fight we are going to win, it
depends on all of us, let’s show the
world the millions of people who
defend democracy in our country,”
said Rousseff in her first comments
from the presidential palace since the
country’s Senate voted to proceed
with impeachment proceedings.

Rousseff, who as a young activ-
ist was arrested and tortured for her
efforts to organise against the mili-
tary dictatorship that previously
ruled Brazil, said she “never thought
I would have to fight against another
coup in our country.”

The ousted president walked out
of the presidential palace to a crowd
of thousands of anti-coup and pro-
democracy demonstrators.

“l am ready to resist through
all legal means,” Rousseff told the
crowd who answered with chants
pledging to resist as well. “Over the
course of my life, like all women, I
confronted many challenges, now
what hurts most is this situation that
I’m living now, the pain of injustice,”
said Rousseft.

She thanked all those who had
been marching to denounce the coup
in the lead up to the Senate’s vote,
which has replaced her with the
vice-president.

“I am certain that together we
are going to remain united, mobi-
lised, and in peace,” concluded
Rousseft.

The ousted president dissolved
her government after the Senate
voted to proceed with an impeach-
ment trial, requiring her to relin-
quish power for a period of 180 days,
teleSUR’s correspondent in Brazil
Andre Vieira reported.

Rousseff condemned the actions
of the Congress, which she called a
“coup” against her government. She
also said she would “fight with every
legal instrument at my disposal to

ensure | complete my mandate on
December 31, 2018.”

Her vice president, Michel
Temer, became the interim president
once he received notification from
the Senate that the impeachment
trial would proceed. Social move-
ment leaders have pledged to remain
in a state of permanent mobilisation,
according to Guilherme Boulos,
national coordinator of the Home-
less Workers Movement.

Widespread protests are expect-
ed calling for the arrest of Eduardo
Cunha, the former speaker of the
lower house of Congress who spear-
headed the impeachment process
against the president, and for the
ouster of the government of Michel
Temer, which assumed power after
Rousseft’s ouster.

“There are two main ideas:
first, to denounce the institutional
coup ... and demand the departure
of Temer: he was elected to be vice
president, not president. Second,
ask for the arrest of Eduardo Cunha,
whose corruption is proven,” said
Laryssa Sampaio from the Popular
Youth Uprising, which is organising
protests.

Russia

“For Russia, Brazil is an impor-
tant foreign partner in Latin America
and the world,” said foreign minis-
try spokesperson Maria Zakharova.
The Russian Foreign Ministry spoke
out against the efforts to oust Rous-
seff, pinning the move on “foreign
interference”.

Russia and Brazil have an impor-
tant relationship and are members of
the influential BRICS group.

In 2015 a document report-
ed in various Russian news agen-
cies addressed the possibility of US
intelligence agency involvement in
the parliamentary coup against Pres-
ident Rousseff. “It is quite possible
that the CIA is involved in the plan to
stage riots in Brazil nationwide,” the
Russian news outlets said in a 2015
report.

One article in Pravda explains
that over the past few years, the
BRICS nations (Brazil, Russia,

Ousted Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff.

India, China and South Africa) have
become a significant geopolitical
threat to the interests of the United
States.

The report added that one of
Washington’s biggest worries is
Rousseft’s support for creating a new
world reserve currency, as well as the
threat to the US dollar posed by the
BRICS.

“The reasons, for which Wash-
ington wants to get rid of Dilma
Rousseff, are easy to understand,”
Sputnik wrote. “She signed the
agreement about the establishment
of the (BRICS) New Development
Bank with the initial registered cap-
ital worth US$100 billion reserve
fund, as well as additional US$100
billion.”

The US government was also
concerned by the construction of a
5,600 kilometre-long fibre-optic tel-
ecommunications system across the
Atlantic to Europe initiated by Rous-
seff in October 2014. The new com-
munication system would guarantee
protection against foreign espionage,
and would undermine the US-backed
communications monopolies.

Telebras president told the local
media that the project would be

developed and implemented without
the participation of any US company.

Rousseff has also angered Wash-
ington by blocking the return to
Brazil of major US oil and mining
companies, looking to China for
investment instead. The United
States has been looking to shore up
its stakes in natural resources in Latin
America, as indicated by the WikiLe-
aks revelation that Hillary Clinton
pressured Mexico to privatise its oil
industry when she was US Secretary
of State.

Sputnik noted that the May 2013
visit by US Vice President Joe Biden
to Brazil to try to persuade Rousseff
to allow US companies to access oil
fields — a proposal denied by the Bra-
zilian president. In the period after
Biden’s visit, protests erupted across
the South American country and her
rating dropped from 70 percent to 30
percent.

“During this period, the Ameri-
cans were consistently destroying
Rousseft’s regime through other pro-
tests. They included large-scale pro-
tests against excessive costs on the
World Cup and insufficient funding
of social welfare programs and health
care,” Sputnik noted.
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Also immediately after Biden’s
visit, reports attempted to link Rous-
seff in the so-called “Car Wash”
scandal involving the state-run oil
company, Petrobras.

“All of a sudden, the Brazilians
forgot that the Workers’ Party had
taken around 30 percent of the popu-
lation out of poverty with the help
of public support programs. Hunger
and illiteracy became history. Was it
because of short memory? No, as the
CIA knows very well how to brain-
wash people through subordinate
media,” Sputnik stated.

In an interview with teleSUR
however, Rousseff denied US
involvement in her country’s political
crisis. “The US has stayed away from
the Brazilian process,” maintained
the Brazilian leader, despite reports
that opposition figures recently met
in Washington.

Recently, Venezuelan journalist
Jose Vicente Rangel alleged US intel-
ligence agencies had sent about 500
agents to Venezuela, Bolivia, Argen-
tina, Brazil, Ecuador and Cuba, with
the sole purpose to destabilising their
governments.
teleSur &

Britain’s empire is dead, but
the imperialist mindset lives on.
It’s the mindset that blames
former colonies and semi-colonies
for corruption, when the chief
corrupters are transnational cor-
porations and governments based
in Britain and other imperialist
countries.

Thus Prime Minister David
Cameron blithely tells the multi-
millionaire queen of Britain and its
crown dependencies and overseas
territories that Nigeria and Afghani-
stan are “fantastically corrupt.”

It is as though British oil,
mining, armaments and food cor-
porations are not up to their necks
in bribing and bullying politicians,
civil servants and business people
in Nigeria, which has been almost a
fiefdom of companies such as Shell-
BP, Unilever and Lonrho.

It is as though Britain and
the US didn’t fund, arm and train
semi-feudal warlords and Islamic
fundamentalists to overthrow the
progressive secular government in
Afghanistan in the 1980s, before
launching a full-scale military
invasion of their own to install a
thoroughly corrupt pro-Western
puppet regime in Kabul in 2001.

As the spider at the centre
of a global web of banks and tax
havens which dodge taxation and
launder dirty money from Ber-
muda to the Cayman Islands, from
Jersey to Singapore, Britain has the
least right of anywhere on Earth
to lecture other countries about
corruption.

It’s the same imperialist mind-
set that believes only British mem-
bership of the EU prevents the
continent’s regression into bloody

warfare. Yet Britain has bombed
or invaded more countries over the
past 20 years than every other state
in Europe combined.

It must surely grate on the ears
of peace-loving Dutch, Danish,
Irish, Portuguese and other citizens
to hear sermons from Cameron
about how Britain holds back their
innate belligerence. It is as though
our own military escapades in the
Falklands, Afghanistan, Yugosla-
via, Iraq, Libya, Syria and Sierra
Leone never happened.

This ruling-class arrogance
also finds its reflection in a labour
movement which has never fully
confronted its own collaboration
in British imperialism, past and
present.

For example, ex-prime minis-
ter Gordon Brown proclaims “Brit-
ain’s worldwide reputation for fair

play and stability.” Impersonating
Colonel Blimp reciting a list of
imperial battles, he also told Daily
Mirror readers: “We should dem-
onstrate that in war, under Church-
ill and Lloyd George, and in peace,
Britain always was, already is and
can continue to be a leader.”

Thus Brown wants Britain to
be “leading, not leaving, Europe,”
labouring under the delusion that a
reformed EU will defend jobs and
security against climate change,
Russian aggression and terrorism.

Likewise Alan Johnson,
Labour’s cheerleader in chief for
staying in the EU, tells the Sun
that voting to stay in on June 23
will “ensure that Britain remains
Great.”

Then there are those further
left who believe we would be
abandoning Europe’s workers and

socialists to a grim fate should
Britain leave the EU. As though
workers in France, Spain, Portugal,
Italy, Greece or elsewhere rely on
the British government to win their
battles!

International solidarity between
workers and on the left does not
demand that we all accept member-
ship of an anti-democratic imperi-
alist alliance, designed irreversibly
to promote the common interests of
monopoly capitalism.

On June 23, the biggest single
blow to imperialism — whether
British, German or French — will
be for us to reject the near unani-
mous advice of big business, the
bankers, NATO commanders and
intelligence chiefs and vote to
leave the EU.
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Mine workers’ class action

South African trade unionists cel-
ebrated last week after a Johan-
nesburg court ruled that gold
miners who contracted lung dis-
eases while working underground
can launch a class-action suit
against mining companies.

Deputy Judge President Phin-
eas Mojapelo’s ruling also applies
to families of miners who died of
such diseases and opens the way to
litigation involving tens of thousands
of miners and spanning decades of
cases.

It will put pressure on a mining
industry that has delivered huge
profits for shareholders and minimal
returns for miners but which com-
plains now of rising costs.

The Congress of South African
Trade Unions hailed the ruling as a
“huge victory” for the working class.

It urged all affected miners and
families of those who died from dis-
eases they developed in the mines
to join legal action against the

most prominent mining firms in the
country.

The federation noted that the
miners “did the back-breaking work
to build this economy and this coun-
try and they deserve justice.”

Many miners became sick
because they rarely had proper gear
to protect them against dust inhala-
tion. They suffer from diseases such
as silicosis and tuberculosis.

Earlier this year, a group of gold
miners infected with lung diseases
caused by repeated exposure to mine
dust won a multimillion-pound out-
of-court settlement.

Lawyers represented thousands
of clients in the suit against Anglo
American South Africa and Angl-
0Gold Ashanti, but some miners
died before they had a chance to be
compensated.

The mining companies claimed
that this settlement had been reached
without any admission of liability.
Morning Star &
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Trafalgar Square became a tropi-
cal tax haven last week as bowler-
hatted campaigners audaciously
flaunted their dollar in an effort
to bend visiting global leaders’
minds to the shadowy world of the
tax dodger.

Charities ActionAid, Christian
Aid and Oxfam want the govern-
ment to live up to its pledge to fight
tax-dodging by ensuring that Brit-
ish overseas territories and crown
dependencies introduce full public
registers of company ownership and
profit.

Members of the public joined
around 50 charity volunteers
to drink cocktails, eat “swindle
sundae” and lampoon the perks

of dirty money

tax-avoiders enjoy in overseas terri-
tories such as the Bahamas, Bermu-
da and British Virgin Islands while
developing countries lose out on at
least £117 billion a year that could
fund education and healthcare.

But at the anti-corruption
summit, Prime Minister David
Cameron announced that the
Cayman Islands and the British
Virgin Islands would not join Brit-
ain and 33 other governments in
agreeing to share registers of com-
pany ownership.

ActionAid head of advocacy
Barry Johnston said Mr Cameron
had “fallen at the final hurdle” on
his pledge, because the Caymans
and British Virgins are two of the
largest tax havens.

“By failing to bring full

Turkey

Freedoms
swept aside

The sentencing of two senior
journalists from the Cumhuriyet
newspaper, Erdem Gul and Can
Dundar, to 5 years and S years 10
months in prison respectively is
yet another example of fundamen-
tal freedoms being swept aside as
President Erdogan assumes total
control over the government and
ruling AK Party.

Sharan Burrow, International
Trade Union Confederation General
Secretary, said: “Turkey is heading
towards the status of de-facto dic-
tatorship, with the consolidation of
power around one political figure
and the repression of fundamental
rights to freedom of speech, asso-
ciation and assembly.

“Developments in recent days
will heighten the risk of deeper con-
flict within Turkey, as well as fur-
ther deterioration in relations with
the EU and greater tensions with
Greece in particular.”

Erdogan has said he will main-
tain Turkey’s draconian “anti-terror”

laws, which are being used to sup-
press civil rights across the country.
Hundreds of academics and teach-
ers are being investigated under the
laws for calling for a resumption of
peace talks with the Kurdish minor-
ity, and several are already being
held in detention.

Immediately prior to the Gul
and Dundar’s court hearing, Dundar
escaped an assassination attempt
outside the Istanbul courtroom. He
escaped unscathed; however, a jour-
nalist who was at the scene was
wounded. Dozens of journalists are
currently being held behind bars.

Anthony Bellanger, General
Secretary of the International Fed-
eration of Journalists, said: “The
sentencing of these two journal-
ists, who uncovered a plot to supply
weapons into Syria, is a travesty
and an affront to the basic prin-
ciples of democracy. Turkey has
become Europe’s biggest prison for
journalists.” &

transparency to British overseas tax
havens the government has fallen
short of delivering a crucial com-
mitment it made to tackle tax-dodg-
ing and help the poorest people in
the world,” he said.

“It’s good news that Nigeria,
South Africa, Afghanistan, France
and the Netherlands have used the
summit to support introducing reg-
isters publicly listing the owners of
secretive shelf companies.

“However, it’s disappointing
that the PM hasn’t managed to get
British overseas tax havens to do
the same.

“It’s now clear that it will only
be a matter of time until they must
act.

“Despite the largest tax scandal
in history Mr Cameron has failed to
get his house fully in order.”

Other measures agreed at the
summit include establishing rules
to prevent corrupt bidders winning
public contracts, preventing money
laundering of illicit funds and set-
ting up laws to ensure stolen assets
can be recovered.

Morning Star &

A campaigner in bowler-hat lounging in the tropical tax haven of
Trafalgar Square.

France

anti-worker bills

Riot police fired tear gas last
week to disperse rain-drenched
protesters who were march-
ing through Paris in opposi-
tion to anti-worker legislation.
Police reacted similarly to minor
incidents in major mobilisations
in Marseille and Nantes.

President Francois Hollande’s
Socialist Party government has
alienated much of its electoral base
by using emergency decree powers
to impose legislation diluting work-
ers’ employment rights and under-
mining trade unions.

The right-wing parliamentary
opposition opened a no-confidence
debate in Prime Minister Manuel

Valls last night, accusing the gov-
ernment of not going far enough in
its anti-worker program.

Conservative lower house
leader Christian Jacob criticised the
Bill as being inadequate to open up
the economy, while insisting that
the government’s use of special
measures to pass it without a vote
was “appalling.”

Mr Jacob said that, “if the no-
confidence vote fails, it will only
remain for the French people to
count the days, to feverishly count
the days until the political change,”
in reference to next year’s presiden-
tial election.

Labour Minister Myriam

El Khomri acknowledged that the
government had made “mistakes” in
how it handled the Bill.

But she insisted that it will help
France compete “in today’s world.”
Former Left Front presidential can-
didate Jean-Luc Melenchon called
the protests “a reaction against an
obscene system of abuse of power
by the oligarchy.”

The Bill was a gift to corporate
chief executives and would worsen
inequality, he added. “This pillaging
of the country by a caste that fat-
tened itself on the backs of workers
has lasted long enough,” he said.
Morning Star &
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On tax cuts

Consistent with the government’s
approach to helping people on
higher incomes, the personal tax
cuts apply to the 25 percent on
the highest incomes — $80,000
or more. These are the people
who are least likely to spend the
additional money on goods and
services and so create jobs as
the government claims. They are

more likely to invest it or spend it
overseas on holidays.

The government plans to fund
these tax cuts with a reduction in
spending on services, taking even
more money out of the economy.

The terms “average” and also
“full-time” are misleading. Approxi-
mately 30 percent of the workforce
works part-time. The calculation of
average includes the highest incomes
running into millions of dollars.

The figures also cover up a gross
inequality and failure to assist women
in the budget. The average full-time
earnings for women are just under
$70,000 compared with $87,846 for
men. For women in part-time work,
the average is just over 33,000. They
won’t be getting a tax cut!

The government’s childcare
package, which will affect mostly
women is delayed until 2018.

The only proposals in the budget

Letters / Culture & Life

that take a progressive, albeit inade-

quate step forward, are the changes to

superannuation which target the rort-
ing of the system by the rich.

Matti English

Sydney

Mental health cuts
fail drought-affected
Australians

The decision to cut mental health
counselling in drought-affected
areas of Australia is “short
sighted” and “appalling”. The
day after the 2016-17 Budget was
announced rural counselling serv-
ice providers were notified that
drought funding for mental health
counselling will cease from June
30 2016.

The budget had allocated $7.1

million for financial counsellors for
farmers in drought-affected areas, but
no provision for mental health.

NSW farmer Peter Holding said
it was terrible decision that was out
of touch with the difficulties that
rural and isolated Australians faced.

“It is absolutely appalling and
goes to the lack of understanding of
what the situation is in these rural
areas. Further, I think the funds cut
from state hospital budgets will bite
deeply in isolated areas that are with-
out alternative services.”

Psychology for a Safe Climate
convenor Carol Ride said providing
someone with financial counselling
with no consideration of their mental
wellbeing was short sighted.

“It assumes all that is lost is
financial, rather than acknowledg-
ing the emotional impact of the loss
of livelihood, their life’s work, being
unable to provide for family, loss of
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independence and a long history of
farmers’ resilience” she said.

“To focus on money alone plays
into the tendency for farmers to deny
their feelings with a stiff upper lip.”

Ms Ride said demand for mental
health services would only increase
as extreme weather events — such as
bushfires, heatwaves and drought —
worsened under climate change.

“With climate change we can
expect the need for emotional sup-
port to grow exponentially, as more
and more communities have to deal
with the loss that occurs in a bushfire,
heatwave or flood.

“A government that is only
focused on financial issues is failing
these farmers, and is also demonstrat-
ing an inability to fathom the size and
complexity of climate change as a
global public health issue.”

T Southern
Brisbane
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Rob Gow

Climate
change

The Great Barrier Reef is one of the natural
wonders of the world. It is the largest coral
ecosystem on Earth. The tourists it draws
to Queensland bring in $5 billion annually
and account for close to 70,000 jobs. Cli-
mate change, however, if it is not prevented,
threatens to destroy all this.

“When corals are stressed by unusually
high water temperatures ... symbiotic algae,
called zooxanthellae, leave the corals’ bodies.
[At high temperatures, the photosynthetic
process that is carried out by corals’ symbi-
otic plankton becomes toxic for the corals.
Because it becomes toxic, the corals spit out
the plankton.] This changes their colour to
white [hence the term “bleaching” for this
condition] and can also in effect starve them of
nutrients. If bleaching continues for too long,
corals die.” — Chris Mooney, US science and
environment reporter.

The Great Barrier Reef is actually a collec-
tion of contiguous individual reefs. “Australia’s
National Coral Bleaching Task Force has sur-
veyed 911of its component coral reefs by air,
and found at least some bleaching on 93 percent
of them. The amount of damage varies from
severe to light, but the bleaching was the worst
in the reef’s remote northern sector — where
virtually no reefs escaped it.”

Professor Terry Hughes, head of the ARC
Centre of Excellence for Coral Reef Studies at
James Cook University, said “Between 60 and
100 percent of corals are severely bleached on
316 reefs, nearly all in the northern half of the
Reef.”

The actual figures for the survey are: in the

CORALBLEACHING

HEALTHY CORAL

Coral and algae depend on
each other to survive.

Corals have a symbiotic relationship with
microscopic algae called zooxanthellae
that live in their tissues. These algae are
the coral’s primary food source and give
them their color.

Northern sector of the Reef, 522 reefs were
surveyed, 81 percent are severely bleached. In
the Central sector, 226 reefs were surveyed, 33
percent are severely bleached. In the Southern
sector, 163 reefs were surveyed and only one
percent are severely affected.

Severe bleaching means that corals could
die, depending on how long they are subject to
these conditions. The scientists also reported
that based on diving surveys of the northern
reef, they already are seeing nearly 50 percent
coral death.

Nancy Knowlton, Sant Chair for Marine
Science at the Smithsonian Institution, com-
mented: “The fact that the most severely affect-
ed regions are those that are remote and hence
otherwise in good shape, means that a lot of
prime reef is being devastated.”

And not on the Great Barrier Reef alone.
“There already have been reports of mass coral
death around the Pacific atoll of Kiribati this
year — and widespread coral bleaching world-
wide, a phenomenon that scientists attribute to
a strong El Nifio event surfing atop a general
climate warming trend.

“This is, by far, the worst bleaching
they’ve seen on the Great Barrier Reef,” said
Mark Eakin, head of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration’s Coral Reef
Watch, which partners with the Australian
National Coral Bleaching Taskforce.

Some scientists think coral bleaching this
extensive is one of the signs that climate change
caused by humans has reached the “dangerous”
stage where ecosystems are unable to adapt nat-
urally to it.

STRESSED CORAL

If stressed, algae leaves
the coral.

When the symbiotic relationship
becomes stressed due to increased
ocean temperature or pollution, the
algae leave the coral's tissue.

vulnerable.

disease.

That doesn’t stop climate change deniers
trying to find some other reason — anything,
in fact. Even suntan lotion has been put for-
ward as a possible alternative cause for coral
bleaching.

But, although the oxybenzone in many
sunscreens is toxic to corals, among the many
factors that impact corals and bleaching events
we can be pretty certain climate warming is
the primary cause of the bleaching event on
the Great Barrier Reef because: (a) We know
for sure there has been a period of unusually
warm water temperatures there, (b) a check
on Barrier Reef visitation records by area vis-
ited confirmed that the Northern area — the
worst affected — is one of the least visited by
tourists, and (c) this particular bleaching event
has happened suddenly and involved a large
amount of severe bleaching over a relatively
short period of time. It’s really unlikely that
any toxin added to the environment chroni-
cally over time could be responsible for such
an acute bleaching event.

This is the kind of catastrophic ecological
event that calls for an all round governmental
response based on well-researched scientific
advice. It would once have been given to Aus-
tralia’s Commonwealth Scientific and Indus-
trial Research Organisation (CSIRO) for action,
but since the federal Liberal government has
chosen to gut the CSIRO, cutting its funding
and forcing it to drastically reduce its staff, that
option is no longer viable.

Instead both the Australian and Queens-
land governments are in thrall to the fossil
fuel industry. There may be more money (and

BLEACHED CORAL

Coral is left bleached and

Without the algae, the coral loses its
major source of food, turns white or
very pale, and is more susceptible to

WHAT CAUSES

CORAL

BLEACHING?
leading cause of coral

bleaching.
unoff and pollution
Storm generated precipitation
= can rapidly dilute ocean
——— waterand runoff can

carry pollutants — these can
bleach near-shore corals.

Change in ocean
temperature
Increased ocean
temperature caused

by climate change Is the

Overexposure to
sunlight

When temperatures are high,
high solar irradiance
contributes to bleaching in
shallow-water corals.

Extreme low tides
& Exposure to the air during
. extreme low tides can cause

. bleaching in shallow corals.
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NOARN's Coral Reef Conservation Program
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certainly more jobs) in renewable energy in the
long term, but in the short term the ability to
generate hefty profits belongs to coal and its rel-
atives. This fact has big sway with both Labor
and Liberal governments in Australia. After all,
both the main bourgeois parties are eager to do
the bidding of “the big end of town”. And the
representatives of finance capital who make up
— or control — the big end of town are almost
exclusively interested in making profits.

Despite the tourist significance of the Great
Barrier Reef, the Queensland state government
has approved the shipment through the Reef
of the output of the proposed huge Adani coal
mine in that state. (Coal it seems has more clout
than tourism.) The movement of all the bulk
carriers involved will not only put the Reef at
risk through the normal course of their trav-
elling though this World Heritage site, but in
the event of an accident — a grounding, say
— there is the potential for an environmental
catastrophe.

Capitalist corporations are not renowned
for putting the public interest before their quest
for corporate profits, as witness the oil spills in
Alaska and the Gulf of Mexico, catastrophes
that should never have been able to happen. It
will be too late to take action after the Great
Barrier Reef has been devastated by greedy
coal exporters and the pro-business govern-
ments they have in their pockets.

Playing fast and loose with the future of
something of such international significance
as the Great Barrier Reef should be seen as a
crime against humanity, on a par with a war
crime. @
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Role whitewashing

Chauncey K Robinson

There are plenty of Hollywood
movies causing a stir right now
with eager fans looking forward
to all the upcoming releases. But
some films are making the news
not because of their fans’ anticipa-
tion; rather, it is the anger and
frustration of moviegoers over
casting choices that’s garnering
headlines. The live action adapta-
tions of the popular anime Ghost
in the Shell and the comic book
Doctor Strange are at the centre of
a controversy over race and cast-
ing decisions.

Both films have cast white actors
in key roles that originally had Asian
origins. The decisions by the studios
producing the films to not hire Asian
actors to play popular characters has
resulted in a backlash from many in
the Asian community and others
who feel the castings are yet another
example of Hollywood whitewash-
ing. Likewise, it is seen as the latest
episode of Hollywood’s continued
lack of racial diversity.

With recent movies such as The
Last Airbender (2010), The Lone
Ranger remake (2013), Exodus:
Gods and Kings (2014), and Gods of
Egypt (2015), and a slew of others,
Hollywood is no stranger in casting
white actors in roles originally des-
ignated for people of colour.

The viral twitter trend #white-
washedOUT burst onto the virtual
scene following weeks of intense
debate regarding white actresses
Scarlett Johansson and Tilda Swin-
ton both being cast as characters of
Asian origin. Johansson was cast
as the lead in Ghost in the Shell,
despite the fact that the original
character, Kusanagi, of the popu-
lar manga and anime, is Japanese.
Swinton, meanwhile, will be playing
“The Ancient One” in the upcoming
Doctor Strange movie, despite the
fact that the character is Asian in the
comic books of the same name.

Marvel Studios, the produc-
tion company for Doctor Strange,
attempted to justify Tilda’s casting
by declaring that Swinton’s charac-
ter in the film will now be “Celtic”
and no longer Asian.

Hollywood insider and veter-
an screenwriter Max Landis tried
to claim the reason Johansson was
cast is because there are no “A-list
female Asian celebrities” to help
make a large profit. Even with these
justifications, Asian-American
entertainers and others have spoken
out condemning the castings.

The hashtag protest had many
participants, including The Nerds
of Colour founder Keith Chow,
YA (young adult) author Ellen Oh,
comedian Hari Kondabolu, and
others who wanted to bring atten-
tion to biased Hollywood casting

practices and what they deem to be
a persistent defaulting to white char-
acters’ plots as the centre of films
and television narratives.

“The whole idea of being white-
washed goes beyond just Asian char-
acters being played by white people.
It’s the idea of centring whiteness in
every story,” Chow recently told the
press. “Whiteness to them is ‘colour
blind.” Everyone can project them-
selves onto a white guy.”

Famed Star Trek actor George

Takei blasted Marvel’s excuse of
Swinton being good for sales by
stating on Facebook, “Let me get
this straight... You cast a white
actress so you wouldn’t hurt sales
.. in Asia? This back-pedalling is
nearly as cringeworthy as the cast-
ing. Marvel must think we’re all
idiots.”

Takei went on to write, “All the
arguments in the world don’t change
the fact that Hollywood offers very
few roles to Asian actors, and when
one comes along, they hire a white
actor to do it, for whatever the rea-
sons. Until that mindset can change,
and the studios do something to stop
this practice I will continue to speak
out.”

Takei isn’t the only Asian Amer-
ican in the industry taking a stand.
Samson Syharath, an actor and pro-
ducing Ensemble Member of The-
atre Diaspora, spoke with People’s
World regarding the controversy.
Syharath said the scandal would
help bring about a much-needed
discussion.

“The more discussion happen-
ing, the more knowledgeable every-
one becomes about the matter [the
better]. Doctor Strange and Ghost
in the Shell is a form of Holly-
wood Whitewashing. As an actor of
colour, it is difficult enough to get a
substantial role. Most of the roles I
get called in for are stereotypical or
‘sidekick’ roles,” he explained.

“The visibility of people of
colour in media has a direct effect
on public perception. If there is not
a diverse pool of relatable charac-
ters on television and film, there is
a subconscious exclusion. It is set
in everyone’s mind that people who
look a certain way are ‘the other’.”

To the topic of there being no
A-List Asian American actors,
Syharath went on to add, “How can
Asian actors become known with-
out being cast in major roles? Every
actor needs to start somewhere, and
without the opportunity to have that
big break, actors of colour are not
given the chance to be recognised.
They also say that white audiences
won’t relate to characters of colour.
I believe people will relate to the
humanity of the characters. It’s not
about the colour of their skin.”

Lily Tung Crystal is an actress
who has performed in San Francisco,

New York, and Shanghai. She is the
founder of Ferocious Lotus Thea-
tre Company, as well as the Asian
American Actors Collective.

Tung expressed to People’s
World that “there is a huge lack of
opportunity for Asian actors in the
entertainment industry,” and cited
how a 2014 Centre for the Study
of Women in Television and Film
in San Diego reported that nearly
three-quarters of all female char-
acters in film were described as
white and that moviegoers were as
likely to see a non-human or “alien”
female as they were to see an Asian
female character.

Tung went on: “Casting Cauca-
sian actors in Asian roles is not only
problematic because white people
are embodying Asian bodies, but
because there are so few employ-
ment opportunities for actors of
colour. When Caucasian actors take
those Asian roles, it limits even
more the already small number of
roles that are available.

“Many people say there should
be colour-blind casting ... In a per-
fect world where there were true
equity, that may be true. But the fact
is that while Caucasian actors play
roles that were originally minority
roles, the opposite is almost never
true.

“To make matters worse, non-
racially specific roles are almost
always with Caucasian actors, as if
Caucasian were the default race.”

Tung is also about looking for a
solution, but notes that it’s a “com-
plicated problem”. “Producers need
to stop reacting to unfounded finan-
cial fears” by casting exclusively
white actors, according to Tung.

She added that directors fre-
quently complain that there aren’t
any good actors from Asian Amer-
ican and Latino backgrounds, but
says that is “simply untrue. Those
people are out there, it just might
take more time and energy to find
them.”

Syharath believes the answer
lies in Hollywood taking a page from
the success of Broadway and theatre
when it comes to diversity. “Thea-
tre companies are finally reaching
out to artists of colour. Broadway is
thriving with shows such as Ham-
ilton, Allegiance, and The Color
Purple. Hollywood should follow
suit and celebrate diversity.”

Tung believes we need to stop
calling it “diversity casting” and
start calling it “reality casting. “It’s
not just diversity anymore, it’s real-
ity — the reality that our neighbour-
hoods comprise people of all races,
cultures and backgrounds, and that
theatre, film and TV should repre-
sent that reality.”

People’s World &
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Ghost in the Shell - the original character, Kusanagi, is Japanese.

Sydney

IN THE PUB

May 19
THE DEMISE OF TAFE

» Pat Forward, Federal TAFE Secretary, Australian Education Union;
« TBC

May 26

WHY TWO EMINENT AUSTRALIAN CLIMATE SCIENTISTS

SEE ONGOING CLIMATE CHANGE AS A MAJOR SOCIAL

JUSTICE ISSUE FOR THE WORLD.

* Professor Leslie Hughes, Pro Vice-Chancellor Macquarie University
and member of Climate Change Council of Australia;

* Dr Sara Fuller, Lecturer in Sustainability and Development, Macquarie
University.

June 2

IS THERE A BILL OF RIGHTS FOR AUSTRALIA ON THE
HORIZON ANYWHERE IN THE FUTURE?

» Louise Goodchild, Barrister;

* Chris Holley, Activism Manager Amnesty International.

June 2

GLOBAL FINANCIAL CRISIS 2.0. IS IT COMING? WHAT
CAN AUSTRALIA DO THIS TIME ROUND?

* Dr Jim Stanford, labour economist at the Australia Institute;

» Dr Michael Beggs, Political Economy Department, Sydney University.

June 16

WESTERN SAHARA — THE LAST COLONY IN AFRICA
WHOSE PEOPLE ENDURE EXTREME SUFFERING. NEW
HOPE THEY GET AN INDEPENDENT REFERENDUM
THROUGH THE UN.

» Kamel Fadel, Polisario Front Representative in Australia;

* Dr Meredith Burgmann, international solidarity activist.

June 23
WHY IS THE GOVERNMENT MARKING TIME WITH THE
HOMELESSNESS BILL?

» Katherine McKernan, CEO Homelessness NSW;
» Mary Perkins, CEO, Shelter NSW.

Every Thursday 6:30 pm

Harold Park Hotel
Cnr Wigram Rd & Ross St Glebe

Charles Bradley 02 9692 0005
odl_bradley@pacific.net.au

www.politicsinthepub.org.au
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Victory Day

Guardian

Millions vunite in memory

Millions of people took part in marches of the
“Immortal Regiment”, which took place on
May 9 all across Russia, as well as in quite a
few other countries. In Russia, as many as 16
million people in total took part in the event.

In Russia, the “Immortal Regiment” march
began in the Far East. About 4,000 people took part
in the procession of the “Immortal Regiment” in
Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk. According to organisers of the
march, the event attracted 1,500 people last year.

Despite very bad weather conditions, the
march took place in Russia’s outmost eastern set-
tlement — the village of Provideniye (Providence).

“The weather was extremely bad. We had
snow and rain and strong winds, so there were
fewer people than expected, up to 100 people, but
we made it and then went to the house of culture,
where we sang the song ‘Victory Day’ all togeth-
er,” coordinator of the action in the 2,000-strong
village of Providence, Svetlana Chuiko told TASS.

In Vladivostok, up to 50,000 people took to
the streets to carry the photos of their relatives,
whom they lost in the Great Patriotic War. The
number of demonstrators was so large that it was
decided to extend the route of the march twice to
six kilometres.

In Irkutsk, 20,000 people took part in the
action. This year, according to organisers, 47,000
people went to pay tribute to war heroes.

For the “Immortal Regiment in Yakutsk,
20,000 people prepared their posters and photos.
The city of Khabarovsk saw about 800 people
taking part in the event last year. In 2016, as many
as 50,000 people participated.

“There has been nothing more patriotic in
modern Russia. People come out carrying photos
of their ancestors, war veterans and home front
workers. We have thousands and thousands of
people participating in the event in the region,”
Andrei Beloglazov, a representative for the Immor-
tal Regiment Movement in the Far East of Russia
told Pravda.Ru.

Despite bad weather conditions, Krasnoyarsk
saw 20,000 people taking part in the Immortal
Regiment (compared to 3,500 last year). In Sim-
feropol, 40,000 people participated in the march
(in 2015 - 7,000). In Tula, 180,000 people partici-
pated (last year - 100,000).

The procession of the Immortal Regiment
lasted for more than an hour in Kaliningrad; about
30,000 people took part in the event. In the Kras-
nodar region, the “Immortal Regiment” brought
together 75,000 people. In Kazan, the event had
45,000 people participating (2,000 in 2015). In
St Petersburg, the action attracted up to 500,000
people.

The “Immortal Regiment” march was the larg-
est in Moscow with up to 700,000 participating.
President Putin was in the head of the column.
Putin brought the photo of his father, Vladimir
Spiridonovich Putin, who volunteered for the front.

“I think that we have the memory of the war
under our skin on the genetic level. Foreigners, the
people who were born outside Russia, can never
understand why it all means so much to us. The
Great Patriotic War affected every single family
in our country. No one had lost as much as we had
lost in that war,” Irina Velikanova, the Director
of the Museum of Contemporary Russian History
told Pravda.Ru.

“Historical memory unites us and makes us
as a nation. It very much hurts us, when monu-
ments to our soldiers and heroes get destroyed. We
still try to find the remains of our fallen soldiers
to uncover the memory of those who had gone
missing during the war. As they say, the war is not
over until the last soldier is buried. The Russian
people have proved that they can protect and pre-
serve their historical memory, and we can defend
it too. This is a part of our national idea,” Irina
Velikanova added.

Pravda.Ru &

The Immortal Regiment march in Red Square, Moscow.

““‘Rhyming for my ancestors”

Tz’utu Kan, a Mayan hip-hop
artist, explains how he and his
cultural group are attempting to
revitalise his community’s ancient
cultural forms with sounds and
intercultural borrowings from
Native American, Andean and
other sources.

Hailing from what the Maya
consider the bellybutton of the Uni-
verse — Lake Atitlan in the central
Guatemala highlands — Tz utu Kan
is a hip-hop artist who lays down
rhymes in the ancient Mayan lan-
guages of Tz utujil, Kakchikuel
and Quiche. He is also a member
of the group Balam Ajpu, which
means “Jaguar Warrior” or “Warrior
of Light”. Balam Ajpu represents
duality, the balance of light and
dark, male and female energy, and
the return to a relationship with the
cycles of nature. The group imbues
modern culture with meaning
through its relationship to ancestral
wisdom in the arts and music.

“Language in itself is music.
The ancestral sound of languages
is music. About six years ago I felt
the urge to communicate in my lan-
guage,” Kan recalls. “I would only
speak the language at home, but I
felt the need to communicate with
my friends, with the people. [So]
five years ago I started to work on
this project, Cosmovision Maya
hip-hop. I began to work with pro-
ducers and we created a demo with
five songs.

“We haven’t finished this
project yet because of a lack of
resources, but at the same time
we started another project, the 20
Nawales [spirits], and I worked on
this with Balam Ajpu, the group I
am working with now.”

Balam Ajpu’s members work
to revitalise and share their cul-
tures. In Guatemala, there are
approximately 23 Maya cultures,
most of which speak their own
languages. “Our spiritual guides

asked us to make a tribute to the
nawales in 2012, because it was the
change of an era, it was the end of
Ba’ak’tun 13 and the start of the
jun ba’ak’tun. That was the start,
what we based our project on, and
now we are touring in Europe,”
Kan says.

Balam Ajpu’s lyrics convey
interpretations of the ancient Maya
calendar through Maya sounds
and intercultural borrowing from
Native American, Andean, Ras-
tafarian, hip-hop and dancehall
rhythms. They work to instil
in youth pride for their culture
through their Hip-Hop Cosmo-
vision School in Quetzaltenango,
Guatemala.

“[The Mayan language] holds
thousands of years of knowledge
that little by little we are uncov-
ering, as more people study it
and more people practise it, write
poetry, compose music, write
anthologies, poems, books. The

album we are promoting is what
we call the ‘real’ time, because we
use a bad calendar, the mechani-
cal calendar ... this is separating us
from the calendar of the world’s
natural cycles. And that is what we
propose, a calendar which has been
always used, closer to the exact,
closer to the natural,” says Kan.

Kan also works closely with
Canal Cultural, a collective of art-
ists in Guatemala that aims to bring
about social, political and econom-
ic transformation in rural Maya
communities through visual, musi-
cal and performance arts.

“We are making a small con-
tribution to music. There are many
artists trying to revive ancestral
knowledge by way of the arts,
through painting, theatre and
music,” Kan says. “Through Canal
Cultural, we are giving grants to
young people so they can learn and
grow, cultivate their talents, their
art.”

Over the past five years, the
group has also worked with chil-
dren through Escuela Caza Ajaw,

a free school of cosmovision hip-
hop. “We are not purists; that is
why we create a fusion with other
things, like hip-hop with reggae,
cumbia ... that is what we are
trying to do, stay afloat with eve-
rything that is happening in the
world, globalisation. We have an
advantage, because there aren’t
many who are singing in Mayan,
not many who promote the Mayan
languages,” Kan says.

In a country plagued by envi-
ronmental degradation and eco-
nomic exploitation, violence and
political instability, Kan sees music
as an instrument to teach young
people to live in harmony with
others and nature by returning to
the Maya traditions. “Through
art,” he says, “we can contribute to
changing humanity, and ourselves.”
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