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Budget 2016-17

Warfare

Anna Pha

The Treasurer claims that the budget is
“a plan for jobs and growth”, a plan to
“continue to grow and shape our economy
as we transition from the unprecedented
mining investment boom to a stronger,
more diverse, new economy”. The “plan”
is in fact to spend $1 trillion on “defence”
and fund this with massive cuts in spending
on Medicare, schools, public hospitals and
social services.

John Falzon, CEO of the St Vincent de
Paul Society National Council summed up the
budget:

“The Treasurer wants us to live within our
means. But this budget does nothing to give
ordinary people the means to live.

“This budget, like its predecessors,
entrenches inequality rather than fighting it.”
(probonoaustralia.com.au)

It is a budget for increased military spend-
ing to fight the US’s wars, to host US weapons
and facilities. The government is cemented to
the US-Australia military alliance, no matter
what the cost to the Australian people or econo-
my. It poses warfare against Medicare. It wages
war on the poor.

War chest

Military spending will be quarantined. It
will be spared cuts. The tax cuts for big busi-
ness and those on high incomes will be funded
by the most vulnerable. There will be no cuts
to the war chest.

The war chest is unlike anything in living
memory. The budget allocates $195 billion
over the next 10 years on submarine, frigate
and patrol vessel construction! This is on top
of the $30 billion plus per annum in its regular
defence budget.

This is the centrepiece of what it calls a
“job creation” plan. Yet investment in military
industry is not a job creator.

To fund this “job creation plan” thousands

Government aims at
bleak future for unions

of public sector workers will be sacked.
Schools, universities, Medicare, public hospi-
tals, public housing, mental health, social secu-
rity payments, aged care, Indigenous services
and women’s crisis centres will have their fund-
ing cut.

Medicare rebates will be frozen for the
next three years — introducing a co-payment
by stealth.

But it is not simply a question of how many
taxpayer dollars are directed to military exercis-
es, building and expanding bases, frigates, sub-
marines, patrol vessels, fighter planes, missiles.
Hosting and joining the US in its preparations
for war against China will have serious reper-
cussions for Australia and the region, possibly
even leading to a nuclear war.

Pro-big business

The Guardian described the Coalition
government’s first budget in 2014 as “the most
reactionary and blatant attack on the working
people of Australia in recent history.” It said:
“Millions of low-income workers, families,
young and old people, Indigenous Australians
and people with a disability will be thrown
deep into poverty.” (“War on the poor”, #1639,
21-05-2014)

Most of the cuts to health, education, etc
continue. These are not mentioned in the Treas-
urer’s speech or by the media. Treasurer Scott
Morrison’s budget speech focuses on the new
measures such as corporate tax cuts, the hike
in military spending and rise in tobacco excise.

The Big Four banks stand to receive a cor-
porate hand-out of $7.4 billion according to
conservative estimates by the Australia Insti-
tute as their tax rate is cut from 30 to 25 cents in
the dollar on declared taxable profits. The cuts
are slated for 2024-5, 2015-26 and 20126-27.

The Turnbull government, is no different
to the Abbott-led government, in that it sees
itself responsible to big business, not the people
who elect it.

Continued on page 2
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Remember the TPP

Notable for its absence in the 2016-17 federal budget was any
mention of a central economic measure that, if implemented, would
impose a profound, binding and punitive regime on Australia’s
economic future.

The Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) so-called free trade agree-
ment is not a trade agreement. The purpose of the “partnership,”
drafted by global corporations, is to make corporations immune to
the laws of sovereign countries in which they do business. Any coun-
try’s sovereign law whether social, environmental, food safety, labour
protections — any law or regulation — that impacts a corporation’s
profits is labelled a “restraint on trade.” The “partnership” permits
corporations to file a suit that overturns the law or regulation and
also awards the corporation damages paid by the taxpayers of the
country that tried to protect its environment or the safety of its
food and workers.

The lawsuit is not heard in the courts of the country or in any
court. It is heard in a corporate tribunal in which corporations
serve as judge, jury, and prosecutor.

The TPP was been conducted in secrecy. The reason is obvious.
Had people known how they were being sold out, there would have
been a firestorm of protest.

Resistance by governments to the deal was overcome with bribes
and intimidation. All of the negotiations were conducted in secrecy.
When the trade representatives signed on to the deal, it was then
presented to the legislatures of the particular countries.

These trade pacts originate in the US, because American global
corporations and the American mega-banks are the largest players
in the world economy.

Among the top banks in the world based in TPP countries are:
Mitsubishi UFJ, Mizuho, ANZ, Commonwealth Bank of Australia,
Westpac, National Australia Bank, Bank of Tokyo, Sumitomo, Royal
Bank of Canada, and Toronto Dominion.

The TPP will allow foreign firms to challenge policies that apply
to domestic and foreign firms alike and that have been reviewed
and affirmed by US courts.

And not only foreign financial firms but foreign subsidiaries of
US firms operating in TPP nations could demand taxpayer compen-
sation for financial regulations and government regulatory actions.

These agreements leave out some very major countries and
economies, notably those involved in BRICS — the economic co-
operation framework established between Brazil, Russia, India and
China and South Africa. The TPP will enhance competition with
this rival bloc by stripping away the rights of previously sovereign
countries to legislate in any way that limits transnationals’ profit-
ability. Trade unions will be further sidelined.

The rules set out in the TPP will trump any commitments made
at the climate change conference in Paris. There are references to a
“low-emissions” future economy but none to climate change. These
documents were written by and for the big polluters.

Governments, like Australia’s, are given assurances that they
will retain the right to regulate. This is misleading. The agreement
will work to lock in any weakening of regulation and this has been
the trend with governments covered by the TPP, with their com-
mitment to cutting “red tape”, removing “obstacles to investment”
and hiring and firing.

The TPP might be referred to as a trade agreement, but only
about five of the 26 chapters are about trade. The remainder go
to the heart of the powers and role of government, in particular,
they seek to override the government’s sovereign powers and re-
sponsibility to legislate in the interests of its people, its economy
and environment.

A government’s capacity to act or likelihood of not acting because
of fear of being sued for hundreds of millions or even billions of
dollars covers almost every aspect of life including: price of prescrip-
tions; environmental protection; workers’ rights; local content on
TV; foreign investment rules; food and tobacco labelling; coal seam
gas mining; financial regulation; internet privacy; environmental
protection; government procurement, and much more.

There is already a lot of resistance to many of these develop-
ments. Across Europe there have been strikes against privatisation
of the public sector, the cuts to social spending, and the decimation
of agriculture. Opposition to the TPP is global.
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The coalition government has accused Labor of engaging in “class
warfare” because it disagrees with the government’s budget
proposals. Marx concluded that society was fundamentally divided
into two classes with contradictory interests, i.e. those who own the
means of production and those who work for them. The budget
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slash welfare and provide no relief for ordinary working families,
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‘ ‘T laugh when people call me a communist. As if it’s an insult:

Rene Perez, Calle 13 frontman and Nobel Peace Summit Award recipient
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Continued from page 1

Deception

The media commentators
describe the budget as “bland”. But
there is nothing bland about the
around $80 billion cut to public hos-
pitals and schools announced in the
2014-15 budget which has not been
abandoned.

As a pre-clection budget, the
government has trod carefully. It
restores $1.2 billion for public and
private schools — just a fraction of the
$46 billion being cut and calls it an
increase in funding! The “increase”
doesn’t start until 2018 (if ever) and
is over three years.

Likewise Morrison attempts
to cool the anger over funding cuts
to public hospitals by saying he is
increasing funding by $2.9 billion
over four years. This amounts to a
token restoration of some of the $54
billion being cut.

Targeting the poor

The government has done noth-
ing to end the capital gains tax con-
cessions or negative gearing. Its
changes to superannuation are far
from adequate in stopping the rort-
ing of the system.

The four annual increases of
12.5 percent in the tobacco excise,
when applied annually accumulate
to a 60 percent increase. The major-
ity of smokers are on low incomes. A
packet of 25 currently costs between
$25 and $35. The increases would
raise that to between $40 and $56.

This comes alongside further
measures to take thousands of disa-
bility support recipients off their pay-
ments, tighten payments for Family
Tax Recipients, reduce payments to
new social security recipients and
restrict the payments of some Work
For the Dole recipients. (See page 12
for other cuts.)

As Falzon points out, there is
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nothing for the 105,000 homeless,
or the 200,000 households waiting
for social housing or the one million
households in housing stress.

Education

“We will continue our investment
in our national innovation and sci-
ence agenda — to create our own ideas
boom, in every city, in every town, in
every factory, farm, shop and office
— including support for new start-up
businesses,” the Treasurer says.

What a load of drivel!

As they say, actions speak louder
than words. It is going to become
even more difficult for working
class students to gain entry to higher
education.

Education Minister Simon Bir-
mingham claims to have shelved
plans to deregulate university fees.
Don’t believe him for one minute.

As a pre-election budget it con-
fines deregulation to certain courses.
It is a pre-election budget. Student
fees will increase, students will be
required to pay back loans faster,
HECS debts will be recovered from
deceased estates where they have not
been paid back and universities will
have their funding cut by 20 percent.

A number of the most unpopular
policies are lying in waiting, off the
table, until after the elections. If the
Coalition wins and gains control of
the Senate then they will show their
trues colours. The GST, deregulation
of university fees, means testing and
privatisation of Medicare, the with-
drawal of funding for public hos-
pitals and schools, massive public
sector cuts, abolition of penalty
rates, the Australian Building and
Construction Commission will be
on the agenda.

Treasurer Scott Morrison talks up
the economy. “So like the Australian
people, we are upbeat and optimis-
tic, even though some Australians are
feeling the transition more acutely

in some parts of the country than
others,” Morrison says.

But nothing can cover up the fact
that the prospects for workers and
families are grim.

The economy needs a stimu-
latory budget, but it is exactly the
opposite. It is designed to increase
corporate profits, increase post-tax
income of the rich, and further cut
back the public sector and reducing
the living standards and spending
capacity of working people.

No plan for
renewable energy

The Treasurer talks a lot about
transition from the mining invest-
ment boom while still committing
billions of dollars in corporate wel-
fare to the fossil fuels industry.

Climate change and the environ-
ment are short-changed. There is no
mention, let alone plan for the transi-
tion to clean energy that would power
the new economy and create thou-
sands of jobs.

“The government doesn’t see the
jobs of the 21st century in building
wind turbines and public transport,
they see them in building military
hardware,” Greens leader Richard
Di Natale said.

“While subsidies continue to
flow to the fossil fuel industry, more
than a billion dollars is being ripped
out of clean energy,” Natale said.

This is not the real budget. If
the Coalition win the July 2 federal
elections, then the real budget will
follow.

Throw them out

“A good budget would reduce,
rather than entrench, inequality. For
a failure to fight inequality is a failure
to govern,” Falzon says.

The Coalition government is
a failed government and should be
thrown out at the elections. &
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Royal Commission 25 years on

Call for unified approach

Aboriginal, legal and social
justice organisations have all
used the 25th anniversary of the
Royal Commission into Abo-
riginal Deaths in Custody to
call for a nationally coordinated
approach to reducing Indigenous
incarceration.

National Convenor of the Family
Violence Prevention Legal Services
Forum Antoinette Braybrook called
Indigenous imprisonment rates a
national crisis.

“Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander women make up 2% of the
national population, but are more
than one-third of the female prison
population and are the fastest grow-
ing prisoner population,” she said.

“More than 80% of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander women
in prison are mothers and 87% vic-
tims of sexual, physical or emotional
abuse.

“As Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander women face spiralling
imprisonment rates, they are also
confronted by a national family vio-
lence crisis.”

NSW/ACT Aboriginal Legal
Service (ALS) chief executive Gary
Oliver recalled the words of Royal
Commissioner Hal Wootten. “The
Royal Commission into Aboriginal
Deaths in Custody was set up very
hastily ... We ended up being set up
to investigate the wrong question ...
The question we were set to inves-
tigate was really, were police and
prison officers killing Aboriginals,
and the real question was why were
so many Aboriginal people being put
in jail,” Judge Wootten said in 2012.

Oliver said that in NSW, Abo-
riginal people made up some 30% in
prisons and juvenile detention cen-
tres, and nearly 20% in prisons and
detention centres in the ACT.

“These statistics are concerning
given the steady decrease in crime
rates over the past 20 years,” he said.
“Even more concerning consider-
ing the statistics are at odds with one
of the key recommendations of the
Royal Commission, that imprison-
ment be a last resort.

Several options

“If we look at young people,
there are a number of options avail-
able to police to ensure that arrest
is the last resort. That includes cau-
tions, warnings, cooling off periods,
infringement notices and the ability

to present a CAN (court attendance
notice) in the field.

“And yet Aboriginal kids con-
tinue to be taken into police custody
for matters which do not warrant cus-
todial penalties. In NSW detention
centres, more than half the kids are
Aboriginal.

“The hyper-incarceration of
black people not only in NSW, but
across the country, suggests the les-
sons from the Royal Commission
have not been learnt.

“Aboriginal people across the
state and country are more visible to
police. As Pat Dodson says, they’re
more likely to be stopped, more
likely to be arrested, more likely to
be charged, and more likely to go to
jail. This suggests legislators have
not learnt from the past.

“Just the other day, in front of one
of our 23 offices, six uniformed and
undercover police stopped an Abo-
riginal young man, searched him, and
finally told him to ‘move on.””

Oliver said Indigenous and com-
munity legal services were being
“bled of funding”.

“Next year alone, the Austral-
ian government is reducing the ALS
budget by some $1.028 million, a
drop of 6%,” he said. “That’s a loss
of key staff from the frontline and
we estimate 4,800 Aboriginal men,
women and children will miss out on
legal assistance.

“ALS was established in 1970
by Aboriginal people to ensure rep-
resentation before the courts as a
direct response to ongoing, targeted
and indiscriminate police harassment
of individuals.

“If funding is withdrawn, the
potential loss of frontline positions
may exacerbate the already grave
problem of Aboriginal overrepresen-
tation in custody.

“The Custody Notification Serv-
ice (CNS) was a recommendation
of the Royal Commission and it has
been doing the job. This is evidenced
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by the fact there have been no Abo-
riginal deaths in police cell custody
in NSW since the ALS Custody Noti-
fication Service — a 24-hour phone
line providing early legal advice and
a welfare check — began.

“But what about the other recom-
mendations not yet implemented?

“Aspects of the recommenda-
tions have been picked up, but on the
whole they have not been introduced
systemically across all jurisdictions.

“For example, the decriminalisa-
tion of minor offences, which include
public drunkenness (Recommenda-
tion 79), offensive language (Rec-
ommendation 86), and fine default
(Recommendations 120 & 121).

“We need to rethink our law
and order and particularly policing
models and invest in local com-
munities where crime is occurring,
fast.

“Our backing of a justice rein-
vestment trial in Bourke is one
way we hope to help convince

governments the current approach is
just not working.

Fearful

“We are incredibly fearful for
our children, and what the future
may hold as more and more of them
are taken out of society and locked
behind bars.”

NSW Aboriginal Land Council
chair Roy Ah-See said it was obvious
the current system had failed.

“It’s time for policy-makers to
concede that the system is fundamen-
tally broken and to work in genuine
partnership with Aboriginal people
and organisations on community-
centred alternatives to prison,” he
said.

“This includes policies and pro-
grams based on justice reinvestment
where power is devolved at the local
level to invest in education, training,
parole support, rehabilitation and
community-driven courts.”

Koori Mail &

The Communist Women's Collective is having an afternoon

"Remembering Nakba 1948"
A film and a talk

Saturday May 14, 2016 at 4.30pm
74 Buckingham Street, Surry Hills

Everyone is welcome
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Government aims at
bleak future for unions

Knalljrosch

At a “Future of Industrial Rela-
tions” meeting in Sydney recently,
pitched largely at lawyers work-
ing in the industrial/workplace
relations area, federal Minister
for Employment and Minister for
Women, Senator Michaelia Cash,
together with representatives of
employer groups, outlined the
right’s agenda for industrial rela-
tions “reform”.

The familiar union bashing bile
was spewed forth directed at the
Construction Forestry Mining and
Energy Union (CFMEU), and the
usual job-creating and productivity
justifications claimed for strengthen-
ing anti-union laws and slashing pen-
alty rates. But what also became clear
is that the industrial relations reform
strategy will be particularly targeted
at winning the support of women.

Senator Cash, the main speak-
er at the meeting set the tone. And
it was vicious. Alluding to union
“bullying, thuggery, violence and
intimidation” in the building and
construction industry, she called for
tougher laws and increased penalties,
including prosecutions — even when
industrial disputes have achieved
settlement.

“We want to increase the penal-
ties, have penalties that mean some-
thing — that are going to hurt,” she
said.

Wilhelm Harnisch, boss of the
outfit representing building and con-
struction industry employers, Master
Builders Australia, followed Cash’s
lead. “A bunch of thugs who want
to hold this country to ransom, to
impose their will for unlawful indus-
trial purposes,” was how he vilified
the CFMEU.

The other speaker at the Future
of IR event, Russell Zimmerman,
Executive Director of the Austral-
ian Retailers Association, was more
restrained in his language but called
for a reduction in penalty rates. He
told the meeting that his organisation
has asked the Fair Work Commission
to reduce Sunday penalty rates in the
retail industry from double time to
time and a half.

The policy agenda outlined by
these employer representatives and
the federal Minister at the Future
of IR event — penalising/criminal-
ising legitimate industrial activity
by unions and cutting wages and
conditions — is familiar. As too, is
the rationale put forward for these
policies.

Harnisch said the federal govern-
ment’s proposed re-establishment of
the Australian Building and Con-
struction Commission (ABCC) is
“about the community, the economy,
jobs”. He said the industrial relations
system “must be an enabler not an
inhibitor” of the building and con-
struction industry in maintaining jobs
and investment in Australia.

On the ABCC, Cash said its res-
toration was necessary because of
the importance of the building and
construction industry to Australia’s
economy. Together with the estab-
lishment of a Registered Organisa-
tions Commission, it was clear from
Cash’s contribution that the govern-
ment wants a toughened regulato-
ry regime to ensure that unions and
union officials obey the law.

Referring to a reduction in the
days lost to industrial action under
the previous incarnation of the
ABCC, Cash made it obvious that
the plan is to eliminate the ability of
unions, particularly the CFMEU, to
adequately represent the interests of
their members.

Senator Cash also referred to the
changing nature of work and said
it was necessary to have the right
framework and policies for industri-
al relations in the era of the “global
economy”. She said Australia needs a
“future-focussed” industrial relations
system to create the framework for
business and industry creating jobs
and increasing productivity. This is
code for having an industrial rela-
tions system focussed on creating
more “flexible” workplaces — flex-
ible in the interests of bosses: casual
employment, no job security, on-call
at all hours, reduced penalty rates,
etc.

Cash said that in the “24/7” future
workers will want to be “constantly
connected” with their workplaces.

Yeah right! She said employees do
not necessarily want a 9 to 5 job.

On the question of cutting pen-
alty rates, Zimmerman said, “shops
need to be open virtually all hours,”
adding that the “cost of labour” pre-
vents that from happening.

Women in the strategy

In a brazen attempt to drive a
wedge between the union move-
ment and women workers, and to
win the support of women for the
government’s reactionary industri-
al relations policies, Senator Cash
suggested that increased participa-
tion of women in the workforce is
being blocked by what she claimed
was the bullying conduct of union
officials making employment in cer-
tain industries — especially building
and construction — unattractive to
women.

Case study

Fair Work Building
and Construction (FWBC)
in practice

The CFMEU and six of its officials
in Western Australia were taken
to court by the FWBC in Septem-
ber 2014 over a picket at the Perth
International Airport’s Arrivals
Expansion Project.

The FWBC alleged that “the
respondents took coercive action
on October 22, 2013, in the form
of a blockade of the project site,
because of allegations of unpaid
entitlements.”

They have been found guilty
and are awaiting sentencing. The
individual officials are facing

penalties totalling up to $50,000
and the union’s fines could run
into the hundreds of thousands of
dollars.

The 100 or so workers had not
been paid for six weeks by a shonky
subcontractor. Their long service
leave, superannuation and redun-
dancy money had not been paid.
Those are all statutory requirements
in the industry.

The union recovered around
$400,000 from the builder for the
workers — a great outcome and what
trade unions are there for. Without

the picket this would not have been
achieved.

Instead of the employer being
taken to court by the FWBC for
breaches of the Act, the union and
its officials face massive fines for
“coercion”!

The FWBC and the ABCC have
a history of such cases. There was
a substantial reduction in the size
of the penalties following Labor’s
changes, but little difference when
it came to hounding and intimidat-
ing trade unions, their officials and
workers. &

She asked rhetorically: “Are girls
going to be subjected to the kind of
behaviour that in any other work-
place is unlawful?”

Wilhelm Harnisch also took up
the issue. Pointing out that only one
or two percent of employees in the
building and construction industry
are women, Harnisch laid the blame
squarely on the CFMEU. “We have
probably the most militant union
in Australia,” he said, “preventing
women working in the construction
industry.”

Warming to his theme, Harnisch
said there is “industrial thuggery
every day, bullying” in the building
and construction industry, and that
women do not want to go to work
and “have a union bully yell at you”.

And there it is: unions which
vigorously prosecute the interests of
their members are said to scare off

Guardian

women from seeking employment in
certain industries!

Cash also tied the theme of
increased women’s participation in
the workforce to the quest for ever
more “flexible” workplaces. Calling
for “cultural change” and affordable
and accessible childcare as well, she
said greater flexibility in workplaces
will benefit women, as they “in par-
ticular, want the flexibility to be with
their children.”

Paternalistic, patronising, and
supremely cynical, this aspect of
the industrial relations strategy of
the government and its far right sup-
porters is aimed at alienating women
workers from unions, and at winning
the support of women for a crack-
down on union activism and for the
reduction of wages and conditions in
the name of flexibility. It is a strategy
that must be exposed and fought. &
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Capitalism and entitlement

In a recent editorial in the Aus-
tralian Financial Review (“In
defence of the wealth creators”
29-04-2016) the authors set out to
justify the accumulation of great
wealth by the few; that “growing
the economic pie for all” means
“people who are successful keep
more of their money”. Naturally.
The editorial dismisses revelations
of massive tax avoidance and rort-
ing by corporations such as those
exposed by the Panama Papers.
Not surprisingly, no mention is
made of the exploitation of labour.

This is the first in a series of
occasional articles which explores
some of these issues.

The notion of entitlement is
deeply embedded in the history of
the capitalist system. This notion
is based on the nature of political
power. In classical political theory —
from Aristotle to Locke to Burke —
the state, or government, is viewed
as a vehicle for the preservation of
the existing status quo.

Fundamental to that status quo
was the property relationship char-
acterising it and thus determining
it. From this, the assumption was
promoted that government existed
to protect private property i.e. the
means of production.

Connected with this was the idea
that the existence of private property
was the prerequisite of civilisation.
This proposition arose out of the
technological and productive advanc-
es made which were erected on the
accoutrements of civilisation.

Therefore — and the transition
appears altogether logical — it is only
those among the propertied who
should be among those who govern.
Clearly, if private property is the
basis of civilisation, and if govern-
ment exists to protect that private
property, then surely those possessed
of said property are only those who
are properly meant to be vested with
government authority.

Or, as the first Chief Justice of

the United States Supreme Court,
John Jay, put it: “Those who own the
country should govern it.”

By extension, just as the secu-
rity of private property was of the
essence of civilisation, so only those
who possessed private property were
really civilised.

It was but a step from this com-
forting observation to conclude that
those who possessed private property
not only were the civilised with the
right to govern, but that they were
also the ones alone capable of con-
ducting government.

In all this it was assumed, as
was natural for the rulers of societies
based upon the private ownership of
the means of production, that acqui-
sition of more property was of the
essence of “human nature”: the more
successfully acquisitive one was the
more notably “human” was he.

Note too, that it was the poor, by
definition being no good at all, there-
fore poor, were especially prone to
the rapacity for the possessions of
others. Hence, it was the duty of the
rich, in the name of civilisation itself,
to restrain the poor. Such restraint
was the main function of government
in general.

Sovereignty, then, or political
power, under feudalism, inhered in
the owners, with the classical forms
being either the tyrant or the oligarch.

More and more the idea devel-
oped that ownership of the earth
inhered in God who had designat-
ed earthly rulers in clearly defined
hierarchical patterns, and that these
divinely-anointed ones held their
property in accordance with His will.
At the apex was the one earthly figure
who was The Sovereign: it was in
him personally that the sovereignty
of the political entity resided.

So, sovereign was always spelt
with a capital S; his person was
adorned with symbols of power and
dignity; his name was gilded with
phrases like His Supreme Highness,
His Eminence, His Most Worshipful
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Person, The Sun God, The Supreme
Ruler, and other monuments to man’s
verbal ingenuity when properly
impelled and sufficiently rewarded.

The capitalist revolution against
feudalism represented a two-pronged
attack upon this ancient and medi-
eval view of sovereignty. In the first
place, capitalist destruction of feu-
dalism carried with it the creation of
the modern nation, and the complex
feeling known as nationalism.

This attack also required the
participation of masses of people
of small or no property in order to
overcome the power of the aristoc-
racy and the landlords.

The appearance of the modern
nation and idea of nationalism meant

Law-and-order policies
no answer

Richard Titelius

Recently the WA Chief Justice
Wayne Martin gave an interview
on ABC Radio and in a reflection
on his ten years as the state’s
highest judicial officer, expressed
concern over the state’s high
incarceration rates despite falling
crime rates.

These remarks would however
seem to contradict official police
figures which show that crime rates
were rising in the first three months
of this year but that the rate of the
increase had slowed.

What was important observed
Martin was that West Australians
are not drowning under a wave of
crime but that our prisons are over-
flowing with offenders.

Ten years ago there were 3,300
people in WA prisons — now there
are around 6,000 and yet there is
continued community concern that
sentencing of offenders is too leni-
ent. Parliaments have responded to
these concerns in the community by
pursuing a tough-on-crime/law-and-
order agenda.

“Politicians have to respond to
community values and they have to
win elections if they want to be in

government, but there is a need for
balance,” Martin said.

Politicians have a responsibil-
ity to lead and shape community
values and to be truthful in the way
they do this. At present, in Perth and
some regional centres in WA, there
are a number of causal factors of
crime and principle amongst these
are drug abuse and mental illness,
homelessness and disadvantage.
Martin said, “You can’t keep people
in prison forever, you’ve got to let
them out.”

It is expensive to keep people in
prison; $334 a day to keep an adult
in prison and $800 a day for juve-
nile incarceration.

Martin said that official esti-
mates are that half the prison popu-
lation are mentally ill or have a
cognitive deficit.

Indigenous
incarceration

The high levels of incarceration
are most acute for the state’s Indig-
enous population, with Aboriginal
people 18 times more likely to be in
prison than non-Aboriginal people
in Western Australia, a figure Martin
said was “very distressing” and a
sign that “we are failing”.

In the 25 years since the Royal
Commission into Black Deaths
in Custody released its findings,
incarceration rates have doubled
in WA.

Successive governments have
always been able to find money to
build police stations, courthouses
and prisons in remote and regional
parts of WA — in fact wherever there
are large numbers of Aboriginal
people.

Martin expressed concern that
governments haven’t been listen-
ing to Aboriginal people about what
they want and need.

Elections

With a federal election around
the corner and a state election in
March 2017, the reflections by
Chief Justice Martin give clarity to
the task for governments, candidates
standing for election and voters.

Don’t be tough on crime to win
votes as it only makes the problem
worse!

The tough-on-crime, law-and-
order mantra do not work.

Our society and communi-
ties are coming apart at the seams
and locking people up in prison
is a short-term and short-sighted
exercise.

that sovereignty became national
rather than personal. For example,
during the French Revolution, France
existed in French men and women;
they make up France, they are
France. Which had been the mean-
ing of Louis XIV’s insistence; “The
State, [ am the State”, denouncing the
concept of nationality, that France is
not Louis but is the French people.

From the earliest times, the rising
bourgeoisie, even when revolution-
ary, was sorely troubled as to how far
the masses might go; how seriously
they might take the idea of sharing in
actual sovereignty and how to con-
trol them once the feudal system was
destroyed.

This revolution was not one that
challenged the ownership of the
means of production. So there was
in defining the concept of rule by the
people, a limiting feature in the defi-
nition of who constituted the people.
Here too it meant that only those with
property could properly participate in
the exercise of government.

Therefore, it was the propertied

who were the people; the remainder
of the population were inhabitants,
residents, masses but not people.

It is of the greatest impor-
tance to see that when capitalism
replaced feudalism, advocates of
the change and adherents to the new
system insisted that it represented
the triumph of reason and, hence, of
freedom.

Capitalism — that is to say the
free market, the system of free enter-
prise and immutability of the law of
supply and demand — it was held, was
not really a social system but rather
the achievement in human relations
of the reasonable and natural order
of things.

The law of supply and demand
was as constant and as natural as the
law of gravity. The whole function-
ing of free enterprise and the unen-
cumbered market was as inexorable
and as natural as the coming and
going of the tides.

Source: The Nature of Democracy,
Freedom and Revolution — Herbert
Aptheker &

Sydney
NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION
On the anniversary of the
Bringing Them Home report

Stop forced removals
Bring the children home
Aboriginal control of Aboriginal child welfare

Rally & March
May 26 — 12:30pm at the Block, Redfern

www.facebook.com/stopstolengenerations

Sydney
Vigil demanding that

tﬁ'e USA stop the blockade on Cuba

Tuesday May 17 at 5:30 pm
Outside the US Consulate in Martin Place

Also to stop the subversion of funds against Cuba and
return Guantanamo to the Cuban people.
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Navigating competition, free tr

John Bachtell

HO CHI MINH CITY: Vietnam is a beehive
of activity. To a visitor, this nation seems
to be bursting with energy and hurtling
from underdeveloped status to modernisa-
tion overnight. The country is now 30 years
into a program of massive economic and
political changes called “renewal”, (or Doi
Moi) launched in 1986. Renewal overlapped
the last 20 years with restored diplomatic
and economic relations with the US, now
the country’s leading trade partner.

The renewal reforms scrapped the Sovi-
et-style economic model of centralisation and
collectivised agriculture in favour of what is
referred to as a socialist-oriented market econ-
omy. Integration into the global economy has
accompanied the changes.

What Vietnam has achieved since then is
nothing short of astounding. Economic growth
over the last ten years has averaged 6.7 percent
annually while poverty has been reduced from
58 percent to 7 percent.

These achievements have been won against
great odds. Vietnam endured 1,000 years of
domination by the Chinese, 100 years of anti-
colonial struggle against France and Japan, plus
the brutal 20-year war against US aggression
that left 3 million dead and the country in ruins.
Next came a postwar economic boycott, a war
with Cambodia on its southwest border in 1978,
and a military conflict with China in defence of
its northern border in 1979. And if that wasn’t
enough, it survived the collapse of socialism in
the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe.

The legacy costs of the American war
remain daunting. Allocations to war victims,
veterans, and environmental restoration make
up 25 percent of the national budget. On top
of this, Vietnam must also address the grow-
ing needs of its population, which has doubled
since 1970. It must keep up with the gallop-
ing scientific and technological revolution and
respond to grave threats from climate change.

Things had to change

The Vietnamese adopted the Soviet-style
socialist model of central planning and total
public ownership in the 1950s. It served them
well during the “American War” of aggression,
helping to mobilise the nation’s scant resources
for victory.

But life was extremely tough and often des-
perate. Throughout the period stretching from
the 1950s to the 1980s, they relied heavily on
Soviet aid. The wartime 1960s and ‘70s were
periods of constant food shortages. A popu-
lar joke at the time went like this: Vietnamese
government cables Moscow: “severe shortages,
send food.” Moscow responds: “tighten belt.”
Hanoi responds: “send belts.”

But once the war for independence ended
and the country turned to rebuilding, the cen-
tralised economy became a hindrance. By the
mid-1980s Vietnam was in deep crisis, with
hyperinflation and scarcity of staples and con-
sumer goods. The situation was made worse by
the US trade embargo.

It was clear the centralised, state-dominat-
ed model had no connection to the economic
and social reality of the country. The lack of
material incentives removed the motivation for
development. Things had to change.

After deep reflection and a nationwide dis-
cussion led by the governing Communist Party
of Vietnam (CPV), the National Assembly
adopted a new approach — building a socialist-
oriented market economy.

Two aspects

The new model combines two aspects:

First, a regulated market economy subject
to supply and demand — including a private
sector, investment opportunities, and wage and
profit incentives.

And secondly, developed socialism (while
clearly not yet achieved) remains the long-term
goal.

This is being ensured by tying economic
development to social justice and equality and
steadily improving the lives of the people. It
is being accomplished through directed social
investment, developing human resources,
and continued dominance of the state sector.
It includes public ownership of the nation’s
resources and all land (including the land sit-
ting underneath privately-owned homes and
buildings).

The CPV remains the leading political
party and social force. Management of the
economy and society is carried out through
the democratically-elected National Assembly
(which recently elected its first woman chair,
Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan), governmental institu-
tions, and a vast network of economic units and
civic organisations.

Despite many ongoing difficulties and
daunting challenges, life has proven that the
renewal policy was the right course. The econ-
omy is growing at a 6.2% clip and expected to
rise to 6.7% next year, although economists are
divided on how long this growth rate will last.

Vietnam has moved from the ranks of
“lower” developing countries to “middle”
developing countries according to UN Millen-
nium Development Goals. Poverty has been
reduced from 63 percent in 1993 to 7 percent in
2015, and poor households to 4 percent. Unem-
ployment and inflation is at 4 percent.

The bottom 40 percent of Vietnamese work-
ers have experienced 9 percent annual raises in
income over the 20 years between 1988-2008.
The minimum wage was raised 12.4 percent as
of January 1. The raise applied to all compa-
nies, state, joint and private.

Per capita income, while still extremely
low compared to developed country standards,
has increased to $2,100/ per capita in US dol-
lars and is projected to rise to $3,500/ per capita
in the next five years.

Vietnam was importing two to three million
tons of food per year prior to renewal. Now, it
exports six to seven million tons of rice annu-
ally and is the world’s second largest rice pro-
ducer and second largest coffee exporter.

No one this visitor spoke with denied the
inevitable dangers accompanying a market
economy: unequal distribution of wealth, the
re-emergence of classes (including million-
aires), the growth of corruption, capitalist
ideological influences, and threats to national
sovereignty.

However, Vietnamese political leaders
insist the country will not deviate from its goal
of building socialism. They view this stage as
necessary for the long-term transition to social-
ism. There is no “wishful thinking,” only a
sober assessment of current levels of economic
and social development and what’s absolutely
necessary to move the country forward.

A multi-sector economy

The transition to a socialist-oriented market
economy includes the legal recognition of mul-
tiple forms of property: state, domestic Viet-
namese capital, foreign capital, joint, small
business, and cooperatives.

State-operated enterprises still dominate all
the key sectors and industries. They account
for 35 percent of GDP, while the private sector
accounts for the remaining 65 percent.

The process known as “equitisation” is
turning many state enterprises into joint-stock
companies with shares owned by workers or
sold to private capital on newly-created stock
exchanges.

Reforms of the banking system also began
with the 1986 renewal. The changes opened
the door to private investment and wholly for-
eign-owned banks doing business in Vietnam.
The banking reform allowed the country to
begin integrating into the global economy, and
the banking sector has expanded substantially
since.

“Vietnam’s banking sector comprises four
major and one minor state-owned commercial
banks (SOCBs), 37 joint stock banks (JSBs),
37 foreign bank branches, six joint venture
banks, and two development and policy banks,”
reported Asia Focus. The foreign ownership
share in the joint venture banks, however, is
limited to 49 percent.

Foreign direct investment

Another striking feature of Vietnam today
is modernisation of the nation’s infrastructure.
Electrification has now been extended to 98
percent of the country. Everywhere, construc-
tion projects are underway.

They include 600 kilometres of new high-
way (we travelled on a brand new toll road
from Hanoi to Haiphong Harbor) and rail-
roads. Modern mass transit systems are being
constructed in Ho Chi Minh City (HCMC)
and Hanoi. Modern airports have been built in
HCMC, Da Nang, and Hanoi.

The Cai Mep International Terminal, a
deep-water port completed in 2011, is capa-
ble of handling the world’s largest container
ships. Meanwhile, plans are underway to move
HCMC'’s Saigon River Port to the seacoast.

Access to the internet for the Vietnamese
people is growing rapidly and now includes 95
percent of 15-24 year olds. Service is nearly
universal in the urban areas, especially through
mobile devices, and Wi-Fi access is free in
many urban spaces. Use of Facebook is surging.

But such infrastructure projects require
immense amounts of capital that Vietnam
simply doesn’t have. An estimated USA$160
billion in infrastructure investments are needed
by 2020, including in water/waste treatment
facilities and public transit systems, just to keep
up with swelling urban populations.

It’s a Catch-22 situation. A modern infra-
structure is key for global integration and
attracting more foreign direct investment
(FDI). Vietnam must turn to this same FDI to
modernise its infrastructure. The government,
then, is tasked with directing and prioritising
projects, often jointly-built with foreign capital.
For example, the HCMC mass transit system is
being co-built with Japanese capital.

According to Diplomat, “Foreign direct
investment in Vietnam reached record levels
in 2015, rising more than 40 percent in the first
three quarters of the year compared to the pre-
vious year.”

Individual investors and multi-national cor-
porations come to Vietnam from 100 countries.
In addition to joining the World Trade Organi-
sation in 2007, Vietnam has trade agreements
with the European Union, the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), as well as
many bi-lateral free trade agreements.

While the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP)

trade pact is controversial in the US and
opposed by the labour movement, it is seen as
necessary in Vietnam in order to grow foreign
trade and investment. The National Assembly
adopted the TPP on February 4.

Of course, there are real concerns. The
CPV and government went into global trade
agreements with open eyes. “This game is not
of equals,” said Bui The Giang, former UN
Ambassador and currently Director General for
the Western Europe and North America Affairs
Department for the Commission of External
Relations of the CPV. “The global economy
is like a raging river. Those who can’t swim
(small developing nations entering the global
trade system), swim together. But everyone
must jump in.”

“Equitising” state properties

About 400 state enterprises have been
turned into joint-stock companies and joint ven-
tures over the past two years.

We visited one such enterprise, the Rang
Dong Light Source Company in Hanoi, estab-
lished as a state enterprise in 1958. Today, it
employs 2,500 workers and staff, including 500
scientists and researchers. Since 2004, it has
been a joint-stock company. Fifty percent of
shares are owned by Rang Dong workers and
the rest by private investors, with the compa-
ny’s stock listed on Vietnam’s stock exchange.

Growth took off after “equitisation” and
Vietnam’s entry into the WTO. Profits and
income have increased yearly. Rang Dong

Vietnam has moved from the ranks of “lower”
countries to “middle” developing countries acce
UN Millennium Development Goals.
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workers are now among the highest-paid
in Hanoi, and 35 percent of dividends go to
workers.

But director general Ngo Ngoc Thanh says
he often doesn’t sleep at night because he wor-
ries about whether the company can survive
global competition and the TPP.

The nine million-member Vietnam Gen-
eral Confederation of Labour covers 120,000
workplaces, including Rang Dong, and oper-
ates under a labour code adopted in 2012. Con-
federation president Dang Ngoc Tung told us
he believes TPP stipulations can be met and
workers’ rights defended. The Confederation
is building cooperation with the AFL-CIO, the
US trade union umbrella body, getting training
in collective bargaining, grievance procedures,
gender equality, and health and safety issues.

Vietnam experienced 303 strikes in 2014
and sees nearly 1,000 wildcat strikes per year.
Sixty-eight percent of these target foreign
corporations.

Vietnam also abides by the International
Labour Organisation standards covering rights
at work and has adopted five out of its eight
conventions. The US, by contrast, hasn’t adopt-
ed any.

To be sure, the country faces huge chal-
lenges on every front. But the Vietnamese
people are tough, resourceful, and, above all,
determined. It’s hard to see how they can’t but
succeed.
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On May Day 1904

VI Lenin

Comrade workers! May Day is coming, the
day when the workers of all lands celebrate
Their awakening to a class-conscious life,
their solidarity in the struggle against all
coercion and oppression of man by man,
the struggle to free the toiling millions
from hunger, poverty, and humiliation.
Two worlds stand facing each other in this
great struggle: the world of capital and the
world of labour, the world of exploitation
and slavery and the world of brotherhood
and freedom.

On one side stand the handful of rich blood-
suckers. They have seized the factories and
mills, the tools and machinery, have turned mil-
lions of acres of land and mountains of money
into their private property. They have made the
government and the army their servants, faith-
ful watchdogs of the wealth they have amassed.

On the other side stand the millions of the
disinherited. They are forced to beg the money-
bags for permission to work for them. By their
labour they create all wealth; yet all their lives
long they have to struggle for a crust of bread,
beg for work as for charity, sap their strength
and health by back-breaking toil, and starve in
hovels in the villages or in the cellars and gar-
rets of the big cities.

But now these disinherited toilers have
declared war on the moneybags and exploiters.
The workers of all lands are fighting to free
labour from wage slavery, from poverty and
want. They are fighting for a system of society
where the wealth created by the common labour
will go to benefit, not a handful of rich men,
but all those who work. They want to make the
land and the factories, mills, and machines the
common property of all toilers. They want to do
away with the division into rich and poor, want
the fruits of labour to go to the labourers them-
selves, and all the achievements of the human
mind, all improvements in ways of working, to
improve the lot of the man who works, and not
serve as a means of oppressing him.

The great struggle of labour against capital
has cost the workers of all countries immense
sacrifices. They have shed rivers of blood on
behalf of their right to a better life and real free-
dom. Those who fight for the workers’ cause
are subjected by governments to untold perse-
cution. But in spite of all persecution the soli-
darity of the workers of the world is growing
and gaining in strength. The workers are unit-
ing more and more closely in socialist parties;
the supporters of those parties are mounting
into millions and are advancing steadily, step by
step, towards complete victory over the class of
capitalist exploiters.

The Russian proletariat, too, has awak-
ened to a new life. It too has joined this great
struggle. Gone are the days when our worker
slaved submissively, seeing no escape from
his state of bondage, no glimmer of light in his
bitter life. Socialism has shown him the way
out, and thousands upon thousands of fighters
have thronged to the red banner, as to a guiding
star. Strikes have shown the workers the power
of unity, have taught them to fight back, have
shown how formidable to capital organised
labour can be. The workers have seen that it is
off their labour that the capitalists and the gov-
ernment live and get fat. The workers have been
fired with the spirit of united struggle, with the
aspiration for freedom and for socialism.

The workers have realised what a dark and
evil force the tsarist autocracy is. The workers
need freedom for their struggle, but the tsar-
ist government binds them hand and foot. The
workers need freedom of assembly, freedom to
organise, freedom for newspapers and books,
but the tsarist government crushes, with knout,
prison and bayonet, every striving for freedom.
The cry “Down with the autocracy!” has swept
through the length and breadth of Russia, it
has been sounded more and more often in the
streets, at great mass meetings of the workers.

Lenin.

Army of workers

Last summer tens of thousands of workers
throughout the South of Russia rose up to fight
for a better life, for freedom from police tyran-
ny. The bourgeoisie and government trembled
at the sight of the formidable army of workers,
which at one stroke brought to a standstill the
entire industrial life of huge cities. Dozens of
fighters for the workers’ cause fell beneath the
bullets of the troops that tsarism sent against
the internal enemy.

But there is no force that can vanquish this
internal enemy, for the ruling classes and the
government only live by its labour. There is
no force on earth that could break the millions
of workers, who are growing more and more
class-conscious, more and more united and
organised. Every defeat the workers sustain
brings new fighters into the ranks; it awakens
broader masses to new life and makes them pre-
pare for fresh struggles.

And the events Russia is now passing
through are such that this awakening of the
worker masses is bound to be even more rapid
and widespread, and we must strain every nerve
to unite the ranks of the proletariat and prepare
it for even more determined struggle. The war
is making even the most backward sections of
the proletariat take an interest in political affairs
and problems.

The war is showing up ever more clearly
and vividly the utter rottenness of the autocrat-
ic order, the utter criminality of the police and
court gang that is ruling Russia. Our people are
perishing from want and starvation at home —
yet they have been dragged into a ruinous and
senseless war for alien territories lying thou-
sands of miles away and inhabited by foreign
races.

War

Our people are ground down in political
slavery — yet they have been dragged into a
war for the enslavement of other peoples. Our
people demand a change of political order at
home — but it is sought to divert their attention
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by the thunder of guns at the other end of the
world. But the tsarist government has gone too
far in its gamble, in its criminal squandering of
the nation’s wealth and young manhood, sent
to die on the shores of the Pacific. Every war
puts a strain on the people, and the difficult war
against cultured and free Japan is a frightful
strain upon Russia.

And this strain comes at a time when the
structure of police despotism has already begun
to totter under the blows of the awakening pro-
letariat. The war is laying bare all the weak
spots of the government, the war is tearing off
all false disguises, the war is revealing all the
inner rottenness; the war is making the prepos-
terousness of the tsarist autocracy obvious to all
and is showing everyone the death-agony of the
old Russia, the Russia where the people are dis-
franchised, ignorant and cowed, the Russia that
is still in serf bondage to the police government.

The old Russia is dying. A free Russia is
coming to take its place. The dark forces that
guarded the tsarist autocracy are going under.
But only the class-conscious and organised pro-
letariat can deal them their death-blow. Only
the class-conscious and organised proletariat
can win real, not sham, freedom for the people.
Only the class-conscious and organised prole-
tariat can thwart every attempt to deceive the
people, to curtail their rights, to make them a
mere tool in the hands of the bourgeoisie.

Comrade workers! Let us then prepare with
redoubled energy for the decisive battle that is
at hand! Let the ranks of the Social-Democrat
proletarians close ever firmer! Let their word
spread ever farther afield! Let campaigning
for the workers’ demands be carried on ever
more boldly! Let the celebration of May Day
win thousands of new fighters to our cause and
swell our forces in the great struggle for the
freedom of all the people, for the liberation of
all who toil from the yoke of capital!

Long live the eight-hour day!

Long live international revolutionary
Social-Democracy!

Down with the criminal and plundering
tsarist autocracy! &

Long live the eight-hour day!

Long live international revolutionary Social-Democracy!
Down with the criminal and plundering tsarist autocracy!
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May Day around the world

Emile Schepers

This year’s celebration of May Day around
the world saw an unprecedented level of
unity against serious threats by the capital-
ist class to take away what workers have
won in over a century. Attacks on funda-
mental labour rights, on the survival of
unions and on the wages and living and
working standards of workers and their
families are going on in multiple countries,
but everywhere workers are fighting back
hard.

Opposition to the monster “free trade”
pacts, the Transpacific Partnership (TPP) and
the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Part-
nership, was evident in many countries, provid-
ing future points of unity for organised labour
across borders. For example, Maria Calderoni,
writing on the website of “Rifondazione Comu-
nista” describes the TTIP as the “enemy at the
gates” (“Il nemico alle porte”) and a “Galactic
Monster”, a danger not just to Italy and Europe,
but to the world. On Monday May 2, Green-
peace Netherlands released damning leaked
documents on the negotiation of the treaty,
showing that fears about the TTIP have not been
exaggerated.

A sampling of May Day activities:

France: Some of the most dramatic May
Day protests took place on the streets of a
number of French cities, including, Paris,
Nantes, Lyons, Marseilles and Toulouse. For
nearly two months, both workers and students
in France have been protesting a proposed
employers’ flexibility law, introduced by the
nominally socialist government of President
Francois Hollande and Prime Minister Manuel
Valls. Billed as a remedy for France’s high (10
percent) unemployment rate, the law would
make it easier for employers to fire workers
and would make other changes in French labour
law, including making it harder for unions to
negotiate contracts at the national level, as well
as relaxing rules on hours and other things.

On Thursday April 28, a reported 170,000
protesters hit the streets, with more on Sunday
May 1 and yet more scheduled in the future
as the law is debated in the National Assem-
bly. In some of the protests, violence broke out
between fringe groups of protesters and the
police, but most of the May Day protests went
off peacefully.

Last year, Argentine voters elected a right-
wing president, Mauricio Macri. Macri has been
a bundle of energy in imposing on the country a
neo-liberal program of free trade and austerity,
and has packed his cabinet with figures from
international monopoly capital. The finance
minister, Alfonso Prat-Gay, is a former Morgan
Stanley executive, the energy and mining min-
ister is a former Shell executive, and so forth.
The result of their involvement in governance
has been a sharp drop in living standards with
almost 130,000 workers laid off in just four
months, and sharp rises in the cost of everyday
living expenses for ordinary people, especially
electricity rates. Macri also handed over mil-
lions to predatory “vulture funds,” a move that
had been resisted up to now by the administra-
tion of former President Cristina Kirchner.

Magcri is also seriously implicated in the
“Panama Papers” scandal. So on Friday April
29, all five major Argentine labour federations
coordinated mass protests against the full range
of the government’s economic policies, but
especially those which have so tangibly, and
in such a short space of time, undermined the
survival needs of Argentine workers. Argen-
tine workers have been demonstrating against
Macri for months, most recently the numbers,
estimated at 350,000 demonstrators in Buenos
Aires alone, were at record levels. Part of the
extra anger is due to Macri’s threat to veto legis-
lation passed by the Congress to put the brakes
on the avalanche of layoffs.

In Brazil, there is an ever-clearer under-
standing among the working class that the cur-
rent political crisis, in which President Dilma
Rousseff is being threatened with impeachment,
also entails an all out attack on advances that
Brazilian workers, racial minorities, women
and others have made under the governments
of Rousseff and her predecessor, Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva.

The current effort to impeach Rousseff and
replace her with Vice President Michel Temer

is clearly a stalking horse for right-wing poli-
ticians, big business interests and transnation-
al corporations who have an agenda of rolling
back the gains of the Brazilian people. Temer
has put together a list of possible cabinet mem-
bers to appoint if Rousseff is forced to step
down temporarily or is ousted permanently, and
he becomes president.

As in Argentina, this list is packed with
people who are connected to international
monopoly capital. For example, one person
allegedly being considered for a high econom-
ics position is Paulo Leme, head of Goldman
Sachs in Brazil. Changes in labour law being
contemplated by Temer and his allies include a
halt to indexing of wages to the cost of living,
increases in possibilities of contingent and part-
time jobs, advancing the retirement age to 67,
and the removal of some workers’ rights from
the law books.

So, as in Argentina, workers and unions
have not waited until May Day to hit the streets,
but were out in force in many cities for weeks. In
Sao Paulo on May 1, marchers were addressed
by President Rousseff who announced increas-
es in the social welfare programs that people
like Temer would cut or eliminate if they take
power.

Incidentally the surname “Temer” means
“to fear” in Portuguese, and surveys now
show that most Brazilians fear what Temer
would bring and would rather have new elec-
tions than let Temer slip into power by crafty
manoeuvring.

Workers in Venezuela hit the streets on May
Day in the middle of the worst crisis the coun-
try has seen since Hugo Chavez was elected
president in 1998 and embarked on the Boli-
varian socialist experiment. Chdvez’ succes-
sor, President Nicolas Maduro, is embattled,
and the crisis has both economic and political
dimensions.

The right wing, which now controls a super-
majority in Congress, has collected enough sig-
natures on a petition to proceed with an effort
to remove Maduro from power. But Venezuelan
workers do not forget that progressive labour
laws enacted under the two Bolivarian presi-
dents would be in serious danger if the right
wing took power. These endangered laws
include the Organic Law on Work and Workers
(Ley Organica del Trabajo, los Trabajadores y
las Trabajadoras), or LOTTT.

Venezuelan labour law is extremely
advanced in a part of the world where work-
ers’ rights are often violated or ignored, as in
next door Colombia where large numbers of
labour union activists have been murdered in
recent years.

LOTTT guarantees the rights of workers
with respect to union membership, collective
bargaining rights, wages and hours, child labour
(prohibited) and government guaranteed griev-
ance procedures. Such strong labour legisla-
tion flies in the face of the worldwide push by
monopoly capital to break unions and push
down wages. Although many things have gone
wrong in Venezuela recently, marchers on May
1 were also aware of the danger that their hard
won labour rights could be taken away if the
right wing gets into power.

In Cuba, May Day celebrations were
immense and joyous, in Havana and all over
the island, in the context of the commitment of
the Cuban Communist Party to the defence of
the gains of the revolution and the renovation of
the model of socialist development. In Santiago,
Cuba’s second largest city, the May Day march
took nearly two hours to pass by the reviewing
stand. President of the People’s Power Assem-
bly (Cuba’s national legislature) Esteban Lazo
presided and praised the marchers as part of
“a people ready to defend their revolutionary
conquests”.

Cubans did not forget the challenges and
threats that other left-leaning governments in
Latin America are facing, as well as those that
Cubea still faces. Speaking at the main rally in
Havana, Ulisis Guilarte, the General Secretary
of the Cuban Workers Federation (CTC), point-
ed out that the 55-year unilateral US economic
blockade of the island is still in force and that
the US-controlled naval base at Guantdnamo
Bay has not been restored to Cuban sovereignty,
things which impede full normalisation of US-
Cuba relations.

People’s World &

More than 600,000 Cubans arrived to take part in the annual May Day parade in Cuba — youths
perform in front of a Cuban flag beamed on a giant screen ahead of the march.
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Supporters of Venezuela's President Nicolas Maduro attending a May Day rally in Caracas.
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Tory Party’s racism problem

Will Stone

BRITAIN: Trade wunionists
demanded a human-rights probe
into a Tory Party rife with racism
last week after drawing up a
damning dossier of hate which has
gone unpunished. Conservative
MPs, councillors and candidates
have repeatedly used the most
disgusting slurs against minority
groups — and it goes right to the
top.

Britain’s biggest union Unite,
which helped compile the research
based on media reports going back to
1989, argued that even the most dis-
gusting comments have rarely result-
ed in serious action.

The union is calling on the Equal-
ities and Human Rights Commission
to investigate whether the party’s
racist “dog-whistle” politics were
damaging race relations in Britain.

In almost all cases Tories making
offensive comments have not been
expelled from the party, including
those in senior positions.

Top of the list is Prime Minister
David Cameron, who went on a sanc-
tions-busting jolly to apartheid South
Africa in 1989 and only apologised
17 years later.

Also included is outgoing
London Mayor and MP Boris John-
son, who escaped punishment when
he described black people as “picca-
ninnies” with “watermelon smiles” in
the Telegraph in 2002. He only apol-
ogised when he first ran for London
mayor in 2008.

And Cabinet minister Oliver
Letwin also escaped disciplinary
action after it was revealed that he
had said black people have “bad
moral attitudes” when he was a top
adviser to Thatcher.

He argued any government
schemes to help black people would
be wasted in “the disco and drugs
trade.”

“Now voters can see for them-
selves the sort of party the Con-
servative Party is and the sort of
government this Prime Minister is
happy to lead,” stormed Unite gen-
eral secretary Len McCluskey.

“It is a party where the routine
denigration of peoples and culture
is too often met with no more than
a shake of the head. How dare he
whip up fury about the Labour Party,
which has acted swiftly and thor-
oughly when allegations of racism
among members are made — in sharp
contrast to his party’s behaviour.

“He is dragging this country
back by decades and his party into
the sewer.”

Mr McCluskey urged the com-
mission to look “very closely” at the
Tories’ “repeated indulgence of fear-
based politics.”

Unite equalities officer Harish
Patel added: “These comments have
no place in British life but by indulg-
ing them this Conservative govern-
ment is sending out a signal that
prejudice and racism are acceptable.”

Even top Tories have admitted
the party is racist, with former health
secretary Andrew Lansley complain-
ing of “endemic racism” in 2001. It
suggests the disgusting racism of its
1964 election slogan: “If you want a
nigger for a neighbour, vote Labour”
is still ingrained in the party.

A Conservative spokeswoman
claimed the damning dossier was a
“pretty cheap attempt” to “distract”
from the paper-thin, anti-Semitism
scandal whipped up against the
Labour Party.

“Instead, why aren’t they making
sure the Labour leadership actually
finally get to grips with the prob-
lem?” she asked — although Labour
leader Jeremy Corbyn has already
announced an investigation into any
alleged racism in the party, while the
Tories have done nothing.

Racist then, racist now

 February 2009: Bolton councillor
Bob Allen posted a picture of

a gorilla alongside a critical
comment about an Asian

Labour councillor on a blog. He
apologised, the party investigated,
but it is not known if he was
disciplined. He still appears to be
a councillor.

March 2009: Leicestershire
councillor Robert Fraser said that

Romanians would “stick a knife
in you as soon as look at you.”
And: “Some of these European
ones, they make the Irish look like
complete amateurs and I would
dread, I would dread, to see them
in Groby.” The Tories sent him
on diversity training, but he stood
again for them.

November 2009: MP for
Spelthorne David Wilshire said
the exposé of MPs’ expenses left
them treated like Jews in Nazi
Germany: “Branding a whole
group of people as undesirables
led to Hitler’s gas chambers.”
David Cameron asked him to say
sorry.

January 2010: Smith Benson,
councillor for Colne, complained
that there were “too many Pakis”
in his town. Council leader Tony
Beckett refused to discipline him

Turkey

Intensified repression
of labour

The International Trade Con-
federation (ITUC) has called on
the Turkish government to cease
its intensified repression of trade
unions, and protested at its plan
to amend labour laws to further
weaken workers’ rights.

Dozens of academics have been
dismissed for signing a peace state-
ment calling for an end to repres-
sion against Kurdish and other
people in the Kurdish provinces.
Several of them have been banned
from leaving the country and crimi-
nal proceedings have been launched
against many. The ITUC has also
been informed that 1,390 union
members have been placed under
investigation for participating in an
event calling for peace and democ-
racy. Some 284 are in exile or have
been transferred, 403 have been
forced to retire, 102 placed under
investigation and 97 have been
charged with “insulting the Presi-
dent”. Police are also now being

deployed against workers taking
industrial action, such as at the
Renault plant in the city of Bursa.
The proposed amendments to
the labour law and employment
agency law were pushed through
parliament without proper consul-
tation. The changes would give
employers a virtually unfettered
right to place workers on inse-
cure and short-term contracts, thus
avoiding legal obligations and
allowing employers to prevent
workers from joining trade unions.
Sharan Burrow, ITUC Gen-
eral Secretary said: “The govern-
ment seems to be intent on crushing
unions and depriving workers in
Turkey of their legitimate rights,
enshrined in international law. This
is not the behaviour of a democracy,
and will seriously damage living
standards and ultimately undermine
Turkey’s own domestic economy.
The exercise of power and con-
trol over people’s lives seems to be

more important to the authorities
than the well-being of the people of
Turkey.

We call on President Erdogan to
cease the harassment and repression
of those who are simply seeking
peace and respect for human rights,
and to drop the planned labour law
changes which will leave working
people at the mercy of employers
with no way to defend their rights
and build a decent life for them-
selves and their families.”

Recently, some 200 were arrest-
ed as police used water cannon
and tear gas to stop people reach-
ing Istanbul’s Taksim Square, a
traditional May Day rallying point
declared off-limits by the authori-
ties. One man was killed when hit
by one of the police water cannon
trucks. Thousands more took part
in rallies at the officially designated
venue in the Bakirkoy district of
Istanbul and in other cities around
the country. &

and said: “I think for the Labour
Party to say he should be sacked
for making a sweeping statement
is a bit strong.”

August 2011: Tory Dover
councillor Bob Frost describes
rioters as “jungle bunnies.” He
lost his teaching job but the Tories
only suspended him for two
months. In 2014, he referred to
the prospective Middle Eastern
buyers of Dover port as “sons of
camel drivers.” No action was
taken.

January 2013: Enfield Tory
councillor Chris Joannides
compares Muslim children to
black bin bags in a Facebook post.
April 2014: Barnet councillor
Tom Davey said online that it
might be easier to find a job if he
were “a black female wheelchair-
bound amputee who is sexually
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attracted to other women.” He was
not disciplined by the party.

May 2014: Tory Coulsdon activist
Stephen Lees tweets: “Every
single Muslim should be expelled
from this country — not deported
— expelled, and every mosque
demolished.”

August 2014: UCL Conservative
Society member reportedly
comments: “Jews own everything,
we all know it’s true. I wish I was
Jewish, but my nose isn’t long
enough.” There is no evidence
that the Conservative Party ever
investigated.

May 2015: Tory councillor

for Leicestershire Bob Fahey
refers to a fellow councillor as

a “chink.” There is no record of
any disciplinary action and he
apparently remains a councillor.
Morning Star &

Perth
Melissa Parke MP launches

Stuart Rees' novel

A LOVER’S COUNTRY

@ BAR ORIENT
39 High Street, Fremantle
May 18", 6.30pm

A powerful story of the plight of Palestinians and how love and
courage overcome terrible odds

Told with a compelling immediacy, A Lover's Country sheds light on the
intrigue, struggle and behind-the-scenes wrangling associated with the
nomination of a Palestinian woman as the recipient of a major peace
prize. With a cast of memorable characters, a tightly crafted plot and
touches of memorable poetry, A Lover's Country is an illuminating tale
of justice with a hard won message of hope. The title of the novel is
taken from the Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwish who wrote about
the plight of his people but imagined that one day, even from stone, a

lover's country could be built.

Book sales & RSVP at New Edition Bookshop
RSVP to: fremantle@newedition.com.au

Tel no: 08 9335 2383
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Don’t fund our NDIS
at the cost of our
safety net

People with Disability Australia
(PWDA) welcomes the govern-
ment’s overarching commitment
to fund the National Disability
Insurance Scheme (NDIS) into
the future. However, we strongly
reject the budget measures that
link a fully funded NDIS with the
need to cut welfare spending.

We have always welcomed a dis-
cussion about funding the NDIS so it
is sustainable into the future and to
ensure it is taken out of the budget
cycle. However, the NDIS Savings
Fund announcements risk moving the
NDIS further into the budget cycle by
creating an expectation that the NDIS
will be funded from ongoing trade-
offs against other equally important
human services expenditures. If there
is to be a savings fund, it should not

be a device to make savings, and
poor trade-offs between programs
and services supporting and sus-
taining vulnerable members of our
community.

We note the government’s deci-
sion to subject another 30,000 Dis-
ability Support Pensioners each year
to annual reviews. However it is
unclear to us how these people will
be selected and where the employ-
ment opportunities will come from.
In the absence of jobs, cutting people
off the Disability Support Pension
(DSP) and placing them on News-
tart will leave some people with dis-
ability over $170 per week worse off.
This will leave people with disabil-
ity at risk of spiralling into crisis and
homelessness and in greater need of
the kind of specialist disability sup-
ports the NDIS provides.

We should not be making trade-
offs and false economies between
specialist disability support and
income support. This is robbing Peter
to pay Paul.

Given the opportunity to reform
both income support and specialist
disability support, the Productivity
Commission in 2010, deliberately
chose to keep these systems separate
in recognition of the fact that some
people with disability will always
need both specialist disability sup-
port and a safety net.

While PWDA welcomes the

Letters / Culture & Life

announcement of the PaTH employ-
ment program for young people, we
have consistently called for a specif-
ic jobs plan for people with disabil-
ity and are disappointed not to see
this plan progressed in the Budget.
PWDA urges government to revisit
the recommendations of the McClure
review, especially its call for a disa-
bility and mental health jobs plan. We
note that a number of useful disabil-
ity jobs measures were included in
the Willing to Work Report released
by the Australian Human Rights
Commission.

For instance, the Australian
government continues to be a poor
employer of people with disability
with the employment rate having
halved over the last two decades and
the Australian Public Service Com-
mission (APSC) noting that more
than half of the people with disability
leaving the Public Service are doing
so for reasons other than their own
choosing.

It’s time we adopted targets and
got people with disability real jobs.
Many people want jobs, and have
consistently called for a national
Jobs Plan to be developed and imple-
mented so that disability is no longer
a passport to poverty.

PWDA is disappointed to see that
no allocation has been made towards
establishing a national redress
scheme for the Royal Commission

into Institutional Reponses to Child
Sexual Abuse. A welter of violence,
abuse and neglect against children
and adults with disability has been
uncovered by both the Royal Com-
mission and the Senate Inquiry into
this issue, and both have noted that
people with disability experience sig-
nificant barriers in the justice system.
A national redress scheme would
help level the playing field for people
with disability and ensure justice for
all survivors.

Turnbull govt snubs
Indigenous Affairs

The Turnbull government has pro-
vided no new money to improve
the health and well-being of Abo-
riginal and Torres Strait Islander
Australians faced with shorter
life expectancy and dramatically
higher incarceration rates.

Despite the ongoing crisis in
incarceration rates, child removal
rates and the overall slow progress
towards closing the gap in health and
well-being outcomes for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples,
the Turnbull government has failed in
its first opportunity to restore the cuts
made by the Abbott government in
the 2014 Federal Budget to Aborigi-
nal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs
funding.

Guardian

Remarkably, the Treasurer
failed to even mention Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Affairs in
his budget speech. It appears that
the Prime Minister’s promise in his
Closing the Gap speech in February
of a closer relationship between gov-
ernment and Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peak bodies and lead-
ers, remains a rhetorical flourish
rather than a policy and resource
commitment.

While we welcome the previ-
ously announced $40 million to the
Australian Institute of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Studies for
cultural preservation and promotion
over the next four years — there is
little else.

Other announced spending
measures are within the previously
announced budget parameters. The
National Congress of Australia’s
First Peoples remains unfunded and
the cuts to Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Legal Services remain.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people still represent a quar-
ter of the prison population and are
10 times more likely to be removed
from their families. Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people have the
solutions but they need the funding to
implement those solutions.

Dr Helen Szoke
Oxfam Australia

Cult

by
Rob Gow

Crime and
punishment

As everyone knows, the USA is “the greatest
country on Earth”. The US propaganda
machine drums it into people relentlessly.
So relentlessly, in fact, that one is moved to
say — taking a line from the Bard — methinks
thou dost protest too much!

Apart from the crushing poverty, unem-
ployment, homelessness, violence and crime,
the heartland of capitalism is also plagued
by persistent, pervasive and institutional-
ised racism. The lynchings that caused Paul
Robeson to proclaim “we charge genocide!”
in the 1940s may have ceased, but they have
been replaced by the mass jailing of African
Americans, fodder for the USA’s commercial
prison industry.

The US now has the dubious distinction
of holding in its prison system no less than 25
percent of all the people in jail in the whole
world. Confronted by advocates for the Black
Lives Matter campaign, presidential hopefuls
Bernie Sanders and Hillary Clinton responded
very differently. Senator Sanders called for the
end of mass incarceration, aiming for the US
to no longer be the country with the highest
number of people in jail by the end of his first
term in 2020.

In contrast, Chelsea Clinton, campaigning
on behalf of her mother Hillary, said Sanders’
proposal was “of concern” and that his plan
“worried” her. Hardly surprising when you
think about it: the mass incarceration of Black
and Hispanic people in the US really got into
gear with the racist Crime Bill that was a fea-
ture of her father Bill Clinton’s presidency in
the ‘90s.

The best that Hillary Clinton has been able
to come up with on this score is an almost

meaningless promise to “build a cradle to edu-
cation and cradle to jobs pipeline,” whatever
that might be. Somewhat undermined when
husband Bill denounced protesters from Black
Lives Matter for “coddling murderers”.

The Clintons’ position is only margin-
ally better than that of the Republican “front
runner”, the openly racist and xenophobic
Donald Trump (let’s not beat about the bush:
the man’s a fascist).

Bernie Sanders is the only “mainstream”
candidate who is concerned with policies
rather than personalities. Consequently, Sand-
ers has been endorsed with glowing tributes by
a number of US trade unions. There are other
political parties taking part in the US elections
that are also concerned with policies (the Green
Party, the Workers” World party, to name but
two). However, thanks to monopoly control of
the mass media, most Americans are and will
remain unaware that these candidates are even
running.

Candidates for local office win votes by
being “tough on crime” or espousing other pop-
ulist slogans beloved of radio talk-show jocks.
The real substantive issues of concern to the
mass of US citizens barely get a guernsey.

The USA’s social system is based on ine-
quality and pandering to greed. It is not sur-
prising then that those who have missed out
on a share of the riches they are encouraged to
covet will resort to trying to acquire them by
stealth or force.

Such a self-help approach is frowned upon
as “criminal activity” and is punished with a
much heavier hand than the far more substantial
criminal activity engaged in by the “business
community”. Many of the anti-social actions

undertaken by corporations or the wealthy,
actions designed to increase their profits and
devil take the poor — or indeed, anybody else —
are not even illegal under capitalism, however
much they may be deplored by “reformers”.

Equally frowned upon is seeking to escape
from the tension and worry of coping with the
frustrations of capitalism through the use of
recreational drugs. Possession of these drugs —
if you’re unlucky enough to have been in trou-
ble before — can get you sent to prison for life
with no chance of parole.

It is well known that the crack cocaine “epi-
demic” was introduced into Black districts of
the urban USA by the CIA, working with its
Colombian associates. The resultant spread of
the drug trade as a way of escaping from pov-
erty among young Black Americans led to the
criminalisation of a generation and effectively
curtailed the growth of militancy among them.
Which must have been a relief to the White
establishment.

Many commentators, especially in the USA
itself, have noted the re-emergence of slavery,
as Black youths in particular are incarcerated
in huge numbers within the private for-profit
US prison system. There they are employed
operating call centres or in manufacturing at
a “wage” of a few cents a day. A capitalist’s
dream of paradise.

No wonder some judges with a reputation
for handing down harsh sentences have been
accused of taking kick-backs from the prison
industry!

The combination of “tough on crime” poli-
cies with a popular drug culture has resulted in
not only the world’s largest prison population,
but also one of the most inhuman.

Amnesty International has denounced tor-
ture in the US prison system. Arbitrary “throw
away the key” sentencing is commonplace
(especially in some of the Southern states like
Alabama), death sentences are handed out
(and carried out) as though they were an actual
deterrent to crime, and the number of people
killed by guns continues to climb towards the
stratosphere.

Clearly US society is in deep crisis, a
crisis enhanced by the growing militarisation
of America. As militarisation grows, so does
reliance on “military” solutions to social and
other problems (such as drug use — a medical,
not a criminal problem).

US law enforcement agencies are arming
themselves with heavy weapons as they engage
in open warfare with the people they are sup-
posed to protect. The killing by police of young
unarmed Black men has reached epidemic pro-
portions and produced mass protest demonstra-
tions in numerous US cities.

However, as long as US society is subject to
the iniquities of capitalism there is little chance
of improvement. A radical social change affect-
ing people’s attitudes to one another and their
attitudes to society itself is needed to change
things for the better. When people feel that the
society they live in works for the people and
not a privileged elite, they can and will give it
their full support.

Anti-social behaviour will inevitably
diminish accordingly.

In the meantime, the capitalist state will
continue to wage war on its inhabitants as the
contradiction between what it says and what it
does wreaks its destructive effects. &



Guardian

Alan Frank and Maria Duarke

Florence Foster
Jenkins directed by
Stephen Frears

BBC Films’ The Iron Lady brought
Meryl Streep the Oscar for her
portrait of Margaret Thatcher and
she was critically hailed for her
cameo as Emmeline Pankhurst in
the corporation’s Suffragette.

Patently Streep and BBC Films
are a match made in heaven.

And she proves it to the hilt with
her delightfully funny and, in all the
right places, emotionally appealing
portrait of New York heiress and
socialite Florence Foster Jenkins
who pursued her dream of becom-
ing an opera singer despite a voice
that would cause bats to cover their
ears in pain.

Nicholas Martin’s witty screen-
play ingeniously balances broad
comedy — sometimes Streep, padded
as the aspirant diva and patron of
New York’s upscale 1940s Verdi
Club, seems the perfect successor to
Carry On star Hattie Jacques — with
convincing pathos where Jenkins
genuinely believes that her unique
off-key shrieking is actually beauti-
ful operatic singing.

Hugh Grant, too, has never been
better as Jenkins’s English actor hus-
band-manager. He and Streep’ unique
relationship convinces — they clear-
ly love each other but platonically,
with Grant living apart with another
woman because of Jenkins’s long-
term syphilis as a result of her first
marriage.

Director Stephen Frears perfect-
ly segues from delightful character-
driven comedy to poignant emotional
truth without losing basic comic

momentum climaxing in Jenkins’s
legendary 1944 concert at Carnegie
Hall, which, says Grant triumphantly,
“sold out faster than Frank Sinatra.”

That perfectly recreated con-
cert whose audience, understand-
ably and rowdily mocking at first
when Jenkins begins to assault their
ears are finally brought to their feet
applauding wildly by a truly unique
experience is a treat in itself.

Simon Helberg, memorably
funny as Jenkins’s accompanist fre-
quently fighting to suppress laughter
at her ghastly singing, provides per-
fect support and Frears, who clear-
ly knows his farce from his elbow,
never puts a frame wrong.

Sheer joy all the way.

AF

I Saw the Light
directed by Mark
Abraham

And another biopic of a legendary
American singer.

However, this saga of the life of
country music star Hank Williams
couldn’t be more different from Flor-
ence Foster Jenkins.

Writer-director Mark Abraham
delivers a straightforward Holly-
wood-style rise-and-fall telling the
story of Alabama-born Williams who
became one of America’s first coun-
try music superstars before dying
from a heart attack, drink and drug-
dependent, in the back of his car at
the age of 29.

Abraham’s sad saga charts Wil-
liams’s rise and fall and his rocky
love life — Williams’s second wife,
here played by Elizabeth Olsen,

affirmed in her divorce papers of his
“life of wild extravagance” — and is
routine Hollywood storytelling.

What makes it utterly compelling
is Tom Hiddleston’s extraordinary
portrait of Williams, which impres-
sively rises above the scripted genre
clichés.

He has the accent down pat and,
even more impressively, sings Wil-
liams’s songs convincingly, no mean
feat for an actor born in London.

AF

These Final Hours
directed by Zak
Hilditch

The Aussies certainly know how
to make a chilling apocalyptic
thriller on a low budget that will
haunt you for days.

Writer/director Zak Hilditch’s
impressive feature film debut is a
gritty, thought provoking end of the
world drama which can teach Holly-
wood a thing or two.

It unfolds in the final 12 hours
before a cataclysmic event is due
to hit Australia and wipe out the
remainder of humanity.

After one last fling with his lover
Zoe (Jessica De Gouw), who reveals
she is pregnant with his child, the
self-obsessed James (Nathan Phil-
lips) leaves her to head for the party
to end all parties where his girlfriend
is. On the way he rescues a young
girl named Rose (a stand-out per-
formance by Angourie Rice) from
her violent captor who is searching
for her missing father.

There is no Bruce Willis to
save the day here. This is a brutal
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Meryl Streep as Florence Foster Jenkins.
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unrelenting race against time for
James to redeem himself before his
time is up.

Suffocatingly intense, it gets
totally under your skin making you
reflect on how you would spend
your last day on Earth. Depressing
but effective.

MD

Knight of Cups
directed by Terrence
Malick

Stunning visuals, pretentious
navel-gazing characters in an
unfathomable two-hour-long
drama — it can only be a Terrence
Malick film.

It stars Christian Bale as a
comedy writer in Los Angeles who
is haunted by his brother’s death,
unhappy with his life and tries to
find himself. He seeks solace and
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distraction in a string of women
played by Cate Blanchett, Natalie
Portman, Freda Pinto and Imogen
Poots.

As a study of the excesses
and shallowness of Hollywood
this could have been a fascinating
watch yet with its soporific, self-
indulgent, never-ending voiceovers
replacing meaningful dialogue it is
anything but. It may well send you
to sleep like some of my learned
colleagues.

Divided into chapters named
after Tarot cards like the film’s title,
for no explicable reason, it is pep-
pered with random images of jelly-
fish, the Earth from space amongst
others and gratuitous shots of nude
women that beggar belief.

Malick is renowned for making
artistic and beautifully shot films
which make little sense but this was
like watching exquisite paint dry.

MD
Morning Star &

Sydney

May 12

NSW Greens;

May 19
THE DEMISE OF TAFE

+ TBC

May 26

University.

June 2

» Louise Goodchild, Barrister;

June 2

June 16

THROUGH THE UN.

Every Thursday 6:30 pm

IN THE PUB

SAFE SCHOOLS: PROGRAM OR POLITICS? CURRENT
CONTROVERSY AND SOCIAL EFFECTS.
» Jenny Leong, MLA for Newtown who holds the LGBTI portfolio for the

* Dr Victoria Rawlings, University of Sydney, Faculty of Education.

» Pat Forward, Federal TAFE Secretary, Australian Education Union;

WHY TWO EMINENT AUSTRALIAN CLIMATE SCIENTISTS
SEE ONGOING CLIMATE CHANGE AS A MAJOR SOCIAL
JUSTICE ISSUE FOR THE WORLD.

* Professor Leslie Hughes, Pro Vice-Chancellor Macquarie University
and member of Climate Change Council of Australia;
* Dr Sara Fuller, Lecturer in Sustainability and Development, Macquarie

IS THERE A BILL OF RIGHTS FOR AUSTRALIA ON THE
HORIZON ANYWHERE IN THE FUTURE?

* Chris Holley, Activism Manager Amnesty International.

GLOBAL FINANCIAL CRISIS 2.0. IS IT COMING? WHAT
CAN AUSTRALIA DO THIS TIME ROUND?

 Dr Jim Stanford, labour economist at the Australia Institute;

» Dr Michael Beggs, Political Economy Department, Sydney University.

WESTERN SAHARA - THE LAST COLONY IN AFRICA
WHOSE PEOPLE ENDURE EXTREME SUFFERING. NEW
HOPE THEY GET AN INDEPENDENT REFERENDUM

» Kamel Fadel, Polisario Front Representative in Australia;
* Dr Meredith Burgmann, international solidarity activist.

Harold Park Hotel
Cnr Wigram Rd & Ross St Glebe

Charles Bradley 02 9692 0005
odl_bradley@pacific.net.au

www.politicsinthepub.org.au
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The Turnbull government has cut money
from frontline specialist domestic and
family violence services. This includes
crisis services, women’s and youth ref-
uges, Aboriginal Family Violence Pre-
vention Legal Services and Community
Legal Services. This in the same week
of the launch of a $30 million national
awareness campaign, targeted at disre-
spect for women and girls; lip-service as
it transpires. Domestic violence services
are unable to cope with demand and
provide adequate responses to the most
vulnerable women and families in the
country because of a lack of government
funding.

The Australia Council for the Arts has
had its funding cut for the second year
in a row; $28 million and $23 million
respectively.

In the public service, the budget con-
firms the government will cut another 3,000
to 4,500 jobs in coming years and press
ahead with plans to further outsource and
privatise public services including Medicare.

This follows as a direct result of the
Turnbull government’s staff cuts; one in
three calls to Centrelink went unanswered
last year, while the Tax Office no longer has
enough experienced staff to crack down on
the many big corporations and the top 1%
who are rorting the system.

In health, the government has cut $1.2
billion from aged care, put a freeze on the
Medicare rebate for GPs, undermining bulk
billing; Tony Abbott’s $54 billion cuts to
hospital funding remain.

Overall the 2016-17 budget cuts fund-
ing to higher education by 20 percent and
more than $1billion from clean energy; pro-
vides almost $3 billion for offshore manda-
tory detention of asylum seekers on Manus
Island and Nauru; An extra $30 billion on
military; drives foreign aid obligations to
their lowest ever levels.

Further, the budget:

* cuts funding to mental health services
including a 75% cut in funding over two
years for specialist youth mental health
programs provided by Headspace and the
Youth Psychosis program;

« shifts mental health service delivery

from face to face support to online

and call centre services leading to a

loss of skilled specialist jobs in local

communities;

cuts $115 million in funding to

homelessness services including women

and youth refuges from July next year by
failing to renew the National Partnership
on Homelessness. This will mean over

1,000 jobs could go across the country;

* no long term security for abolishing

the Working Women’s Centres that

support marginalised women in remote

communities across Australia, with
funding expiring at Christmas;

locks in the $240 million cuts from

the Abbott government budgets taking

money away from emergency relief and

financial support to women and children
leaving violence;

cuts $40 million from community legal

centres and Aboriginal legal services

from next year, with at least 100 jobs to
go across the country; and

* $1.2 billion in cuts to aged care.

The Australian Services Union says
these cuts will see services close, people
turned away from services and 1,110 jobs
lost across the sector.

The Turnbull government also
announced harsh measures attacking the
most vulnerable in the community by:

* restricting welfare support for people
with a disability in order to fund the
National Disability Insurance Scheme;

« freezing the Medicare rebate at a cost of
$925 million to patients;

» going ahead with Abbott’s cuts to the
Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme and
introducing fees for diagnostic testing
like pap smears and blood tests from July
this year and signalling further cuts to the
PBS;

» going ahead with Abbott’s cuts to paid
parental leave and family tax benefits for
low-income families; and

« cut $1 billion out of the Australian
Renewable Energy Agency, which
provided investment in green jobs;

* made no change to fossil fuel subsidies;

» made all infrastructure funding entirely
dependent on asset privatisation. &
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$1 billion cut out of the
Australian Renewable
Energy Agency, which
provides investment

in green jobs

Budget 2016-17

The Australian Nursing and
Midwifery Federation (ANMF) is
dismayed that for the third con-
secutive year, the Coalition gov-
ernment has neglected to provide
adequate funding for health and
aged care in the Federal Budget.

The ANMF’s acting federal
secretary, Annie Butler, said nurses
and midwives are disappointed that
once again the government has not
respected their work enough to pro-
vide them with the resources they
need to deliver quality care to their
patients.

“After the government previ-
ously slashed $57 billion from the
country’s public health funding, the

$2.9 billion being promised in the
Budget for health won’t go any-
where near ensuring that the states
and territories’ hospitals can oper-
ate effectively and efficiently, it’s
like putting a band aid on a severed
limb,” Ms Butler said tonight.
“When this government was
elected three years ago, one of its
first acts was to abandon the $1.2
billion allocated for aged care
wages and training and again, this
Budget offers nothing to restore
that, at a time when there’s a short-
fall of 20,000 nurses to care for
elderly, vulnerable Australians.
Even the funding pledged for dental
care is a sham, reportedly funding

400,000 fewer places on the deplet-
ed public dental scheme.

“Day in, day out, frontline
nurses, midwives and assistants
in nursing are witnessing grow-
ing inequities in health and aged
care, which continue to compromise
the care they can deliver to their
patients. But how can they care, if
the government doesn’t care?

“As we’ve seen, the govern-
ment has neglected to strengthen
Medicare and provide an adequate
level of funding which would sup-
port nurses and midwives working
in under resourced public health set-
tings and guarantee their high stand-
ard of care delivery.

“Australians already suffer one
of the highest out of pocket costs for
healthcare anywhere in the world
and this will only worsen with the
government continuing to reduce
rebates for a range of services and
privatising parts of Medicare — cyn-
ically shifting the cost burden onto
consumers.

“We understand the nation’s
healthcare costs are increasing
as the population grows, but this
Budget shows that the govern-
ment lacks genuine commitment
to building a stronger and health-
ier society. The ANMF believes
sustainable public health services
could be achieved by creating a

system which is evidence based and
cost-effective.

“Our message to Prime Minister
Turnbull is clear, if you don’t care
about giving nurses and midwives
the resources to run our hospitals
and health services properly or to
care for our elderly properly, we
can’t care properly.”

Ms Butler said the ANMF will
be launching a new public informa-
tion campaign in the lead-up to the
expected July 2 election — focus-
ing on the crucial issues impacting
nurses and midwives and the Aus-
tralian healthcare system. @&
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