
The Human Rights Commission was among the 
many individuals and organisations to welcome 
the ruling by the Supreme Court of Papua New 
Guinea that the detention of refugees and asylum 
seekers on Manus Island is illegal. The Court has 
ordered Australia and Papua New Guinea to take 
immediate steps to end the detention of asylum 
seekers.

All fi ve judges unanimously ruled that detention 
in the facility violates the right to personal liberty, 
as guaranteed in Papua New Guinea’s constitution.

The ruling is clear: the detention of 900 men at 
the Australian-built facility on Manus Island is ille-
gal and unconstitutional and must end immediately.

“The Court’s decision affi rms the Commission’s 
long-standing concern that the prolonged and indef-
inite detention of refugees and asylum seekers in 
Papua New Guinea may lead to breaches of our obli-
gations under international law,” said President of 
the Australian Human Rights Commission, Professor 
Gillian Triggs.

“This ruling is further confi rmation that Austral-
ia’s detention policies are increasingly out of step 
with international norms,” she said. The Commission 
– along with the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees, the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights and the United Nations Committee 
against Torture – have all expressed concern about the 
arbitrary detention of refugees and asylum seekers in 
Regional Processing Centres.

Numerous studies, including the Commission’s 
The Forgotten Children Report, have shown that pro-
longed detention has negative impacts on the health 
and wellbeing of refugees and asylum seekers.

While the Commission welcomes efforts to 
release people from detention in Papua New Guinea, 
it points out that the future of the men remains pro-
foundly uncertain.

UNHCR has previously stated that the sustain-
able integration of these refugees into the Papua New 
Guinea community “will raise formidable challenges 
and protection concerns.”

The Commission also holds ongoing concerns for 
the safety of same-sex attracted refugees and asylum 
seekers who have been sent to Papua New Guinea, 
where same-sex sexual activity is criminalised.

The action to enforce the constitutional rights of 
the asylum seekers sent to Manus by the Australian 

government will seek more explicit orders from the 
court for the release and return to Australia of those 
asylum seekers and refugees.

Always illegal
The proceedings will also seek orders in rela-

tion to all aspects of the breach of their human rights 
endured since 2013, and will seek compensation for 
those human rights’ breaches.

The Australian and PNG governments have not 
just breached the constitutional right to personal lib-
erty, but have also denied them the protection of law 
(in regard to access to legal representation and the 
courts); freedom from torture and inhuman conduct; 
their right to be treated with humanity and “with 
respect for the dignity of the person”.

Regardless of any future arrangement between 
the Australian government and PNG, all the asylum 
seekers and refugees presently in Papua New Guinea 
are covered by the present Supreme Court general 
ruling.

“It is shocking that Opposition Immigration 
spokesperson, Richard Marles, is demanding any con-
tinuation of offshore detention in Papua New Guinea. 
The Labor Party should take the opportunity to admit 
it’s been a terrible mistake and to drop its offshore 
policy,” said Ian Rintoul, spokesperson for the Refu-
gee Action Coalition.

“Not only have people been detained for almost 
three years, they have suffered appalling human rights 
abuses over that time for which government Ministers 
and corporations must be held to account.

“The Manus people must be brought to the main-
land. After three years of torture, the hell of Christmas 
Island is no alternative to the hell of Manus Island.

“The talk of sending them to Nauru is just wish-
ful thinking by Peter Dutton. Besides being unseemly, 
such a move would be politically impossible. Nauru 
is in meltdown. And public opinion is running against 
the idea. The Let Them Stay movement has already 
won majority opinion for those from Nauru and 
Manus to be able to stay in Australia.”

Immigration Minister Peter Dutton is ducking and 
diving, but in the end, there is only one alternative – 
to close Manus and Nauru; and bring all the refugees 
and asylum seekers to Australia. The Manus detainees 
in detention in Australian mainland detention centres 
should be set free immediately. 
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Money, arrogance in 
child abduction attempt

It was the “story” that had everything. A man of Middle Eastern 
background has fl ed to Lebanon taking his two children and leaving 
his wife in Australia without access. Lebanon is almost synonymous 
with turmoil in the corporate media. Hezbollah is a major force in 
the country and is currently fi ghting alongside Syrian forces defend-
ing the legitimate government of President Assad. The opportunities 
for Channel Nine’s Sixty Minutes program to sensationalise the 
issues surrounding this family’s strife and boost ratings proved 
too hard to resist.

As a result, Nine paid $70,000 to Child Abduction Recovery 
International (CARI), a UK-based outfi t claiming to specialise in 
such cases, to snatch the children of Ali Elamine off the streets of  
Beirut and smuggle them back to Australia. The operation was 
botched. The children’s grandmother was knocked to the ground 
and CCTV footage shows it to have been a very forceful attempted 
kidnapping. The children’s mother, Sally Faulkner, CARI staff and 
members of the Channel Nine crew were taken into custody and 
brought before a court in Beirut. CARI chief, Adam Whittington, 
remains in custody with other crew members in Lebanon awaiting 
trial. He accuses a rival child recovery company of tipping off 
authorities and sabotaging the operation.

Channel Nine’s reputation took a hammering in the rest of 
the media in the weeks that followed the incident. Prime Minister 
Turnbull described the actions as “very unwise” and reminded 
Australians that they are obliged to obey the laws of countries 
they visit. Channel Nine is reported to have reached a settlement 
with the children’s father in which, in return for a payment of at 
least $500,000 to the family, the charges against the Nine crew 
and the children’s mother were dropped. The tabloids took up the 
“Lebanese justice for sale” theme with gusto.

While the senior journalist covering the story, Tara Brown, 
sounds largely unrepentant about the Nine crew’s involvement, 
the network is in damage control. Chief Executive Hugh Marks 
said, “You should know that the crew has asked me to thank the 
offi cials in Lebanon who were involved in their detention for their 
professionalism and for treating them with dignity and respect.” 
Not what a public brought up on the relevant stereotypes would 
have been expecting!

Nine is to hold its own inquiry into how it became “part of 
the story” and caught up in what most would people see as an 
unethical piece of cheque book journalism. The very messy saga 
still has some way to go as the would-be abductors come before 
the courts again. Nine is planning to air a program giving its side 
in the matter.

The events contain a number of lessons. The number of inter-
national custody disputes is reported to be growing. Reporting on 
the issue and citing examples is perfectly legitimate journalism but 
capitalism and the pursuit of profi ts poisons everything it touches. 
In this case, the public’s perceptions of the Middle East were in 
play. Decades of prejudicial reporting of struggles in the region 
are at the base of these attitudes. The engagement of a company 
to seize the children from the custody of the father, obviously in 
violation of the law of the country in which this was to take place, 
was considered appropriate. How could this be justifi ed? One can 
only conclude that the country and system of law are not held to 
be worthy of respect.

More than one commentator has asked the hypothetical, rhetori-
cal question about how Australians would react had a Lebanese 
citizen attempted such a thing in Australia. The lack of reciprocity 
when it comes to these questions is written large when it comes 
to international relations. Countries like the US, Britain, France, 
Canada and Australia demand respect for their sovereignty but 
seek to exert infl uence, if not control, over the territory of countries 
far distant from our borders.

“Regime change” is seen as legitimate. The government of 
President Assad is only the latest government to be listed for elimi-
nation by the world’s imperialist powers. As long as capitalism 
and imperialism exist, genuine respect and cooperation among all 
countries will remain a pipe dream.

PRESS FUND
Last week the Papua New Guinea government asked Australia to 
close the infamous Manus Island immigration detention centre. 
Protesting against their imprisonment, two detainees from the 
Nauru centre committed self-immolation and one has died after 
a long delay because the government didn’t want to send him to 
Australia for treatment. A young woman detainee who’d been 
raped in Nauru was flown to Papua New Guinea for an abortion, 
even though it’s illegal in PNG, rather than sending her to 
Australia. The government may now transport the Manus Island 
detainees to Nauru, and you can help us campaign against offshore 
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thanks to this week’s supporters as follows:
CPA Beloyiannis Branch, in memory of Evanthia Sgouras $100
B Baker $5, NH $30, C Greer $50, Kevin Manski $20, Mark 
Mannion $5, “Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $15
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This country has socialism for the rich, 
 rugged individualism for the poor.

Martin Luther King Jr”

Offshore detention 
claims another life
Omid’s name is added to the 
names of Reza Barati and Hamid 
Khazaie, who have been killed by 
the detention system.

The lack of experienced staff; 
the lack of medical supplies; the lack 
of attention; the shocking conditions 
in the Nauru hospital and the hide-
ous delay in arranging for Omid to 
be medivacced from Nauru has cost 
him his life.

PM Malcolm Turnbull and Min-
ister Peter Dutton are immediately 
responsible for his death. Just like 
the case of Hamid Khazaie, who 

needlessly died of septicaemia in 
2014, there will be a coronial inquiry 
that can reveal the shocking condi-
tions and political decisions that led 
to his death.

“Offshore processing is crimi-
nal and there was a criminal delay 
in Omid obtaining the treatment and 
care he needed. Those responsible 
must be held to account,” said Ian 
Rintoul, spokesperson for the Refu-
gee Action Coalition.

“How many more lives and 
souls are to be lost before the gov-
ernment will face up to its hypocrisy 

of declaring that offshore detention 
is about saving lives at sea, while 
lives are destroyed in their detention 
camps.

“The government must bring all 
those on Manus and Nauru to the 
Australian mainland.”

Asylum seekers and refugees 
on Nauru have yet another reason to 
maintain their protests and to main-
tain their rage at a system that took 
Omid’s life and just as surely system-
atically destroys theirs. 

Local steel, local jobs
The jobs bonus from a powerful 
local procurement policy has been 
proven in Victoria where workers 
at Melbourne company Stilcon are 
the latest members to benefi t from 
campaigning by the AMWU.

Over 120 jobs at the Sunshine-
based company were secured and 
eight new positions created after 
Stilcon won a state contract to 
supply structural steel for four new 
schools.

It came about due to the 
Andrews government’s require-
ment that local steel be used if cost 
effective on government-fi nanced 
projects, which has extended to 16 
projects including  railway crossing 
upgrades, schools and hospitals.

Australian Manufacturing 
Workers’ Union (AMWU) assistant 
Victorian secretary Craig Kelly said 
job creation at fi rms like Stilcon 

now showed the success of cam-
paigning on local procurement by 
the AMWU before the last Victorian 
election.

Stilcon will supply 878 tons of 
structural steel worth $5 million for 
the frames of the primary schools 
from it’s state-of-the-art fabrication 
facility, with more work possible as 
the state builds 15 new schools.

Mr Kelly said: “This govern-
ment procurement policy shows 
how unions can achieve great 
results beyond shopfl oor bargain-
ing when we use our community 
strength.

“It has worked in Victoria with 
local steel, which proves it can work 
federally as the union movement 
urges all major political parties to 
mandate use of Australian steel on 
all government projects across the 
country.

“The quality of Australian steel 
used in construction is superior to 
much of the foreign steel dumped 
on our market, so there’s no reason 
why Whyalla and Arrium’s associ-
ated businesses can’t have a solid 
future if managed properly.”

AMWU delegate Dalibor Sagolj 
said Australian-sourced steel for 
fabrication ensured the quality of 
Stilcon’s production, in this instance 
school frames.

“We defi nitely support the Aus-
tralian steel industry, if we keep 
other Australian workers busy, then 
they’ll keep us busy. It’s a chain-
reaction,” he said.

“These schools are important 
jobs, there’s a humungous amount 
of steel going into them; we can 
supply the jobs on-time with top 
quality. We’re very hopeful there 
will be more work coming.” 

Sydney

Vigil demanding that the USA 

stop the blockade on Cuba
Tuesday May 17 at 5:30 pm 

Outside the US Consulate in Martin Place

Also to stop the subversion funds against Cuba and 

for the return of Guantanamo to the Cuban people.
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Anna Pha

The aged care system is under attack from 
the NSW state government with a bill before 
Parliament to remove the requirement for 
a registered nurse (RN) to be present 24/7 
in nursing homes where there are high care 
needs. This could leave nursing homes with 
elderly residents requiring high levels of 
care staffed by unregulated and unlicensed 
carers with no professional accountability, 
just an employee employer relationship.

The government’s action follows a recent 
inquiry into registered nurses in NSW nursing 
homes. The inquiry recommended the retention 
of the legal requirement in the Public Health 
Act for a registered nurse to be on site at all 
times in aged care facilities where there are 
people with high care needs.

So what does the Baird pro-big business 
government do? It ignores the recommendation 
and puts before Parliament a bill to remove the 
requirement.

The consequences for residents of nursing 
homes will be disastrous while the private, for-
profi t nursing home industry stands to make a 
killing in higher profi ts. And it is an industry 
with large monopoly corporations on the rise. 
The demand for aged care beds is expected to 
reach 392,000 by 2025.

Unregulated, unlicensed 
staffing

It would leave thousands of pensioners and 
other vulnerable, elderly people in the care of 
unregulated and unlicensed staff.

Brett Holmes, general secretary of the NSW 
Nurses and Midwives Association (NSWNMA) 
warned that by upsetting the staffi ng skill-mix 
in residential aged care facilities, the NSW gov-
ernment was setting Australians up for more 
horror stories of neglect and hospitalisations.

“Having an appropriate skills mix in aged 
care facilities where there are people with high 
care needs is crucial. At an average age of 83.5, 
Australians entering aged care facilities are 
older and frailer than ever before, many with 
chronic and complex care needs. This is why 
it’s so important to have legislation to enforce 
that high level of care going forward. This deci-
sion will send NSW backwards.”

The federal government Quality of Care 
Principles 2014, defi nes standards for carers 
as having the “the appropriate knowledge and 
skills to perform their roles effectively” – word-
ing that might best be described as a lawyer’s 
picnic and a patient’s nightmare.

With the removal for the presence of reg-
istered nurses 24/7, the only requirement to 
become a carer in a aged care facilities would 
be a fi ve-week online course. Would this pro-
vide the “appropriate” skills?

Facilities could be left with residents 
requiring high levels of need being cared for 
by an unlicensed and unregulated workforce.

How does anyone learn such skills as 
the insertion, care and maintenance of tubes, 
including intravenous and naso-gastric tubes or 
the management of the insertion, removal and 
replacement of catheters online!

Likewise other nursing responsibilities for 
suctioning of airways, tracheostomy care or 
dialysis treatment.

The nursing skills required can also involve 
the complex administration of medications, 
clinical decisions and dealing with drugs of 
addiction.

Language is another issue. RNs must meet 
a minimum language requirement. Overseas 
students working part-time are not required to 
do a language tests. This can make it diffi cult 
for residents, who might also be hard of hear-
ing, pose risks in handling medications, equip-
ment and carrying out procedures.

The result will be many more night and 
weekend calls to GPs, who have already indi-
cated that they are only prepared to deal with 
RNs, and to hospital emergency departments.

Aged care facilities are most likely to 
employ a registered nurse during week days 
when there are no penalty rates. The most 
skilled RNs in the largely private, for-profi t 
aged care sector can be paid between $5 to $6 
an hour less than their counterparts in the public 
health system. It is not surprising that nursing 
homes have diffi culty in attracting RNs.

This may not affect the upper end of the 
market where hundreds of thousands of dollars 
are required in deposits. Such nursing homes 
are not reliant on government funding to pay 
for a registered nurse. In fact the presence 24/7 
of a registered nurse would be a selling point. 
Not that all of these expensive nursing homes 
always meet government requirements.

The government also refuses to adopt 
another recommendation for genuinely unan-
nounced inspections to occur at any time of the 
day on any day of the week to check compli-
ance with other regulations.

“It’s very sad news for NSW’s elderly and 
families who rely on aged care facilities to 
operate to a standard of care that allows the 
elderly to have a dignifi ed journey through the 
fi nal years of their lives,” Holmes said.

The NSWNMA are waging an extensive 
campaign in NSW. Around 165 organisa-
tion and individuals made submissions to the 
inquiry into registered nurses in NSW.

On May Day members of the NSWNMA 
marched in Sydney with hands tied under the 
banner “If you don’t care, we can’t care”, send-
ing a powerful message to state and federal 
governments.

Give your support
The NSWNMA needs your support. The 

union says that the Minister for Health is 
expected to make her decision some time in 
2016. To ensure the right decision is made, 
please contact your local MPs and raise aware-
ness within your communities.

There is a draft letter you can send to the 
Health Minister and your MPs on the union’s 
website: www.nswnma.asn.org.au

You can also register your support, sign 
on to receive campaign updates, like the Aged 
Care nurses facebook page, follow RN24/7 on 
Twitter, and other suggested actions. 

NSW govt to deregulate 
nursing home care

NSW Nurses and Midwives' Association marching in May Day parade, 2016. (Photo: Anna Pha)

Pete’s Corner The Communist Women's Collective is having an afternoon

"Remembering Nakba 1948"
A fi lm and a talk

Saturday May 14, 2016 at 4.30pm
74 Buckingham Street, Surry Hills

Everyone is welcome
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In Queensland, the CPA participated in May Day marches in Toow-
oomba, Ipswich and on the Gold Coast over the weekend and on 
Monday in the big march in Brisbane. Being on the eve of an extremely 
important federal election the trade union movement was out in force 
along with the Greens, the ALP, left parties and other groups and 
individuals.

For some younger members it was their fi rst May Day march. They 
rallied to the task, distributing Guardians and the Party’s May Day leafl et.

In Sydney somewhere between 5,000 to 6,000 people marched from 
Belmore Park to Victoria Park on Sunday, waving thousands of brightly 
coloured union fl ags. The CPA had a good contingent with large banners, 
including one produced by the Women’s Collective.

The main issues covered by speakers were penalty rates, the Australian 
Building and Construction Commission legislation and Gonski funding. 
Denis McNamara, a CFMEU site delegate, spoke passionately about the 
ABCC. He stood on the platform with his two young children, saying how 
their father could go to jail if he refused to tell the ABCC what other work-
ers had said at a union meeting.

The Trade Union Choir entertained everyone with rousing songs of 
struggle and unionism. On the Saturday night, the CPA and the Lebanese 
Communist Party in Sydney jointly hosted a successful May Day Toast with 
speakers from a number of other organisations. 

Australia

May Day Roundup

Sydney. (Photo: Anna Pha)

Adelaide’s May Day march was well supported by trade unions, 
political parties and community groups. The slogan “Stand up, 
speak out, fi ght back” was taken up by people with a number 
of burning issues including trade union rights, poverty, refugee 
rights and the proposal to locate a nuclear waste dump in the state. 
The Party had a good presence at the march and its stall attracted 
a lot of interest again this year.

Kaurna elder Auntie Josie Agius’ name was added to the Workers 
Memorial this year and her contribution to the Port Adelaide commu-
nity was recognised by speakers at a well attended ceremony at Black 
Diamond Corner. The CPA’s SA State President Michael Perth spoke to 
the gathering at the Semaphore Workers Club about the signifi cance of 
the centenary of the Easter Uprising in Ireland and the role of women in 
it. The hammer and sickle and the fl ag of the Irish Citizens’ Army fl ew 
from the fl agpole at the front of the Club for May Day.

The speakers at the May Day dinner were inspired choices. Hannah 
Matthewson was one of the 97 Hutchison’s wharfi es sacked by text 
in 2015. Her speech, “Sacked by text, what happened next?”, was a 
moving account of a long struggle capped by victory. Wil Stracke is a 
key part of the very successful Victoria Trades Hall Council campaigns 
team. Her presentation, “One term Liberal governments, how we make 
it happen”, fi red up the crowd and the singing of Solidarity Forever 
nearly lifted the roof this year. The annual Spanner Award for services 
to May Day went to former SA May Day Collective President Darren 
Roberts, who now lives in Perth. Messages were sent between May Day 
events in SA and WA to honour this year’s recipient. 

“Speak out, fi ght back” – Adelaide SA

Richard Titelius

Western Australian workers are facing 
unprecedented attacks on their wages, work-
ing conditions, families and communities. 
May Day was a time for a show of strength 
and solidarity by the union movement for 
workers, their families and communities.

Over 4,000 people started the day listen-
ing to speeches before setting off on the march 
through Fremantle. Meredith Hammat, Unions 
WA secretary started the day recognising the 70th 
anniversary of the Pilbara pastoral workers who 
remained on strike for three years over the treat-
ment of Aboriginal workers who were paid in 
tea, fl our, sugar and tobacco, not cash like white 
pastoral station workers.

Eight hundred Indigenous workers went on 
strike backed by the solidarity of unions, church-
es and other organisations including the Commu-
nist Party until they won the right to paid in cash 
and other important gains.

Ms Hammat spoke about the shared values of 
unions, community organisations and some polit-
ical parties and contrasted with those who would 
try to weaken our resolve, diminish our achieve-
ments and muddle what we are trying to do.

Hammat said the union movement is the big-
gest social movement in the country, a point she 
repeated at the May Day Toast organised by the 
Community Union Defence League, CUDL, fol-
lowing the March. “We are bigger than the mem-
bership of all political parties, all AFL football 
clubs and Get Up!” added Ms Hammat about the 
strength and size of the union movement.

Organised labour is about fi ghting for all 
Australians to be able to enjoy a decent society 
with access to publicly funded health care and 
education. With a federal election coming up – 
to be followed by a state election in March 2017, 
Ms Hammat said, “We need to elect governments 
that will promote the values of ordinary work-
ing people”. Unions, she noted, give voice to the 
issues of working people of this state.

The CPA WA branch marched in numbers for 
workers rights, the right to strike and said NO to 
the reintroduction of the ABCC. A Party stall was 
held where several hundred Guardians, leafl ets 
and other materials were distributed.

After the march the CUDL-WA hosted the 
traditional May Day toast at the Navy Club in 
Fremantle where a full line-up of union and com-
munity toasters celebrated May Day. 

Speakers included Meredith Hammat; Chris 
Browne, ALP candidate for Fremantle; Mick 
Buchan, CFMEUWA secretary; Carmelita 
Baltazar, Migrante WA; Tawa Harris, commu-
nity activist Section 501; Rory Lambert, CPSU 
organiser; Christopher Crouch, WA Communist 
candidate for the Senate; Christy Cain, MUAWA 
secretary; and Elizabeth Hulm, CUDL-WA. The 
event was chaired by CFMEU organiser Darren 
Roberts who recently moved to WA stepping 
down from his long held role as President of the 
SA May Day committee. 

The annual Spanner award was presented to 
Darren on behalf of the SA May Day committee 
in recognition for his hard work in the fi ght for a 
better world and contributions over many years.

Long Live May Day! 

“Long Live May Day” – Fremantle WA

Photo: Fernando M. Gonçalves

Photo: Vinnie Molina
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Kumanjayi Langdon was a sick 
middle-aged man. He did not 
deserve to die behind bars.
That was the opinion of Northern 
Territory Coroner Greg Cavan-
agh, who investigated the 59-year-
old Aboriginal man’s death and 
called for the repeal of laws that 
put him there.

Langdon died last year in a 
concrete police cell surrounded by 
strangers, three hours after police 
picked him up for drinking in a 
park.

Police had enacted their right to 
“paperless arrest” – a NT law that 
allows offi cers to jail anyone they 
suspect could be involved in a crime 
with no warrant and no charge for 
four hours.

Many offences picked up by the 
law, like public drinking or swear-
ing, could be dealt with by on-the-
spot fi nes.

339 recommendations 
Last Friday marked 25 years 

since the Royal Commission into 
Aboriginal Deaths in Custody 
tabled its 339 recommendations 
– among them that imprisonment 
should be used as a last resort.

Since then, the number of Indig-
enous prisoners behind bars has 
doubled and their risk of being put 
there is 13 times higher than other 
Australians.

The Royal Commission ran 
for four years and investigated 99 
Indigenous deaths in custody that 
occurred over a 10-year period.

Most of the 339 recommenda-
tions have never been implemented.

Federal Indigenous Affairs 
Minister Nigel Scullion said it was 
important to recognise the progress 
that had been made since 1991.

“Over the past 15 years, in all 
but one year (2002-03), an Aborigi-
nal and Torres Strait Islander person 
has in fact been less likely to die 
in custody than a non-Indigenous 
person,” he said.

However, international human 
rights organisation Amnesty Inter-
national released a statement claim-
ing Federal Indigenous Affairs 
Minister Nigel Scullion had 
“glossed over the failures of succes-
sive governments to reduce Indig-
enous deaths in custody and soaring 
Indigenous incarceration rates”.

Amnesty Indigenous rights 
campaigner Julian Cleary said 

successive governments had “sat on 
their hands for an entire generation” 
while the problem escalated.

“The inaccuracies in the minis-
ter’s statement continue the dodging 
of responsibility we have seen for 
25 long years since the Royal Com-
mission,” he said.

Amnesty called on Prime Min-
ister Malcolm Turnbull to acknowl-
edge that the system was broken 
and agree to a national justice 
target as part of the annual Clos-
ing the Gap report to Parliament, 
something which Labor and the 
Greens support.

Reconciliation Australia (RA) 
believes the nation faces an even 
deeper crisis than it did in 1991, and 
is calling for justice reinvestment.

Huge savings 
A 1% decrease in the incarcera-

tion rate could free up $1.7 billion 
to be spent on initiatives to keep 
people out of jail, RA says.

Last year Coroner Cavanagh 
called for the scrapping of “paper-
less arrest” laws after Langdon’s 
death on the basis they were “irrec-
oncilable” with the Royal Commis-
sion’s fi ndings.

However, the NT government 
knocked back that call and was later 
vindicated by a High Court deci-
sion that the laws did not defy the 
Constitution.

Last week, the Australian Bar 
Association, which represents 

barristers, called for governments 
to scrap mandatory sentencing for 
minor crimes like theft, saying the 
rules disproportionately affected 
Indigenous people.
Koori Mail 

Royal Commission 25 years on

Repeal the laws

Andy Alcock*

Observers of Indonesian politics over the 
past 50 years must have received a great 
surprise to read the story released by the 
Antara newspaper on April 25, 2016 that 
Indonesia is going to investigate human 
rights abuses committed by its military 
(TNI) and its police (POLRI) in West Papua 
and settling the crimes committed by the 
TNI in 1965 when the CIA helped it to over-
throw the Sukarno government and replace 
it with the Suharto dictatorship.

Many will fi nd it hard to believe Luhut Pan-
jaitan, Indonesia’s Coordinating Minister for 
Political, Legal and Security Affairs, is being 
serious when he makes this claim.

After its 24 year reign of genocide, terror 
and human rights abuses in East Timor, Indo-
nesia refused to cooperate with the UN and the 
Timor-Leste Commission for Reception, Truth 
and Reconciliation (CAVR) when they attempt-
ed to bring the TNI and POLRI perpetrators to 
justice. It must be remembered that this illegal 
occupation caused the death of nearly a third of 
the East Timorese population.

In 1991, the TNI under the leadership of 
General Sintong Panjaitan , carried out a mas-
sacre of East Timorese at the Santa Cruz Cem-
etery in Dili. About 270 civilians were shot 
down by machine gun fi re and other follow-up 
killings were carried out to wipe out observ-
ers. There was an international outcry and the 
Suharto dictatorship sacked Panjaitan. In 1994, 
while he was studying in the US, the mother of 
one of the victims of the massacre took out a 
civil court action against him. The fi nding was 
that Panjaitan should pay an amount of several 
million dollars to the estate of the deceased. He 
hurriedly left the US.

Neither the US nor the Indonesian govern-
ment have taken action to apprehend him since.

West Papua has been occupied by Indo-
nesia since 1962 when the US intervened in 
the then Dutch government’s decolonisation 
process to give the West Papuans their free-
dom. It is well known that the US intervention 
was carried out to purloin West Papua’s copper 
and gold. Today, the US corporation Freeport-
McMoRan makes huge profi ts out of the gold 
and copper at West Papua’s Grasberg mine and 
that the taxes on the profi ts provide the Indone-
sian Republic with a sizeable part of its income. 
The TNI is hired by the corporation for “secu-
rity” purposes.

West Papuans are understandably upset by 
the agreement between the corporation and the 
Indonesian government as they receive pre-
cious little out of the huge profi ts being made 
out of their resources.

Human rights observers estimate that at 
least 400,000 West Papuans have perished at 
the hands of the occupying TNI and POLRI 
and sickening, gross human rights abuses have 
occurred since 1962 and are still occurring. The 
crimes include torture, rape, evisceration, poi-
soning and extrajudicial killings of those who 
express the desire for independence. No attempt 
has ever been made to bring those responsible 
for these crimes to justice.

Following the CIA assisted overthrow of 
the Sukarno government in 1965, Amnesty 
International estimates that between 500,000 
to a million people were slaughtered by the 
TNI and their civilian gangs. Some Indone-
sians tell us that the total number is nearer 3 
million. This was one of the worst slaughters 
in the 20th century and is in the same league 

as the crimes committed by the Nazis or the 
Pol Pot regime. Some Indonesians claim that 
the rivers ran red.

To this date, no Indonesian government has 
sought to bring those responsible for this period 
of terrorism to justice.

The US Copenhagen-based fi lm maker, 
Joshua Oppenheimer, has produced two doc-
umentaries about this period – The Act of Kill-
ing (2012) and The Look of Silence (2014). 
Both fi lms include interviews with those who 
took part in the 1965 indiscriminate killing 
of Indonesians suspected of being left wing. 
Some even re-enacted how they went about 
killing their victims. What is obvious to the 
viewer is that these murderers are very proud 
of the crimes that they committed and that 
they had no fear of ever having to face jus-
tice for them.

What many do not realise is that CIA per-
sonnel in Indonesia gave lists of names of 
people to be eliminated to the TNI. This is a 
very shameful period of history – shameful to 

both those involved in the mass killings and the 
western leaders who were implicated or ignored 
what was happening.

If the statement by Luhut Panjaitan in the 
Antara report is true, then it should be wel-
comed. However, past history tells us that this 
might well be another ruse by an Indonesian 
government to shut up its critics and that little 
will come from it.

It is very disappointing that President 
Widodo has chosen Luhut Panjaitan, a former 
senior TNI offi cer, to have carriage of the port-
folio that he does. Expecting such an offi cer to 
seriously pursue TNI alleged criminals is not 
very credible.

The only way for the victims of the TNI 
and POLRI to obtain justice is for this matter 
to be taken up by the International Criminal 
Court as were the mass murderers involved in 
Rwanda and the former Yugoslavia.
*Andrew (Andy) Alcock is Information 
Offi cer Australia East Timor Friendship 
Association 

Justice call

A march on the opening of the Free West Papua Campaign offi ce in the Netherlands.

Ugly fi gures in incarceration 
Behind bars: 
• Indigenous prisoners make up 27% of the national prison population. 

• Indigenous people only make up about 3% of overall population. 

•  Indigenous incarceration rate has doubled from 14% at time of Royal 
Commission.

•  Indigenous people are 13 times more likely to go to prison than other 
Australians.

•  Between 2000 and 2010, the Indigenous imprison rate increased 
51.5%, while the non-Indigenous rate increased by 3.1%.

• In the Northern Territory, about 85% of prisoners are Indigenous.
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Eugene McCartan

A century ago this month, on April 24, 1916, 
members of the Irish Volunteers and the 
Citizen Army marched out and seized a 
number of sites mainly in Dublin and a 
small number of other places around the 
country. The Rising lasted six days, but its 
impact still reverberates a century later.

Tens of thousands of our citizens attended 
the centenary events organised by the gov-
ernment as well as the hundreds of locally 
organised events to celebrate the heroism and 
self-sacrifi ce of those who fought and those 
who gave their lives. They came out not in 
support of the government but in spite of the 
government. The government’s representa-
tives were met with either barbed comments 
from the crowds or stony silence.

The government had its offi cial celebra-
tions to mark the Rising at Easter, which fell 
in March this year. There was no doubt a col-
lective sigh of relief that it had managed to 
get over the centenary celebrations with the 
establishment’s dominant historical narrative 
intact.

In the offi cial events the establishment 
continued to push their version of “reconcili-
ation,” which is their constant drive to align 
this state with the political and military needs 
of imperialism. They constantly repeated that 
we should honour or commemorate “all those 

who died in 1916.” They never specify or 
defi ne which day or month, or which events, 
we are all supposed to honour.

The men and women who took part in the 
1916 Rising were motivated by political goals 
and aspirations, as distinct from professional 
or conscripted soldiers. To put them all on the 
same level is to imply that it was all a mis-
take, to take a non-judgemental view of the 
Rising in an effort to smother the real motiva-
tions and reasons that underpinned the Rising.

This was an uprising against imperial 
domination and for asserting independence 
and sovereignty and to establish a democratic 
state under the control of the Irish people.

Using the term “all those who died” 
means lumping those who fought for our free-
dom with those who oppressed our people, 
those who acted and fought in the interests 
of British imperialism, either in directly sup-
pressing the revolutionary forces or on Flan-
ders fi elds in defending the interests of the 
British empire. The establishment parties of 
Fine Gael and the Labour Party even invited 
relatives of the Black and Tans to sit on the 
reviewing stand in O’Connell Street on Easter 
Sunday.

This slíbhín and slave mentality that lies 
at the heart of the government’s strategy is 
seen in the unveiling of the “1916 Memo-
rial Wall” in Glasnevin Cemetery on April 3. 
It carries the names of the revolutionaries as 

well as of the civilians (mainly killed by the 
British army’s indiscriminate shelling) and the 
soldiers of the British occupation army who 
died during the Rising.

This is the equivalent of the Vietnam-
ese government erecting a monument to the 
American soldiers who murdered tens of 
thousands of Vietnamese people – soldiers 
who were responsible for numerous massa-
cres, who used chemical weapons against the 
Vietnamese people. Imagine Algeria, Angola, 
India or other colonised peoples paying 
homage to their oppressors; or the Palestin-
ian people paying their respects to the Israeli 
army of occupation. What would be the reac-
tion of the Belgian, Dutch or Danish people 
if their governments erected a memorial to 
“all those who died” during the Nazi occupa-
tion of their countries, including the names 
of the Nazis and Gestapo men killed by the 
partisans?

They are not the same thing. To remember 
all at the same time is to remember none.

This is a very defi nite rejection of the 
politics that gave rise to the 1916 Rising. The 
establishment’s approach is a clear political 
statement of what they think and what they 
wish to promote, a version of the past that is 
necessary for their present strategy. To control 
the historical narrative is to control how we as 
a people understand ourselves today and how 
we should act tomorrow.

They are attempting to shape the people’s 
understanding of the past to push ahead with 
the agenda of deeper commitment to NATO, 
to align themselves and this state in an ever-
closer union and alliance in the fi rst place 
with the European Union, with the United 
States politically and militarily, and of course 
with Britain itself.

And on the same day that the establish-
ment unveiled their wall of shame six NATO 
warships were docked in Dublin Port, and 
four US military aircraft were parked at Shan-
non Airport.

The most positive outcome of the celebra-
tions is the renewed interest in what happened 
in 1916 and what motivated the revolutionary 
leaders. After nearly four decades of assault 
by the political establishment, nine-tenths of 
academia and the establishment media they 
have not completely broken the great respect 
that our people have for the 1916 Rising and 
for the leaders and volunteers who took part.

That is why the establishment had to 
retreat from their original position, when 
they fl oated the idea of the attendance of 
the British “royal” parasites at the 1916 
commemoration.

We as a people need to take ownership of 
our history and fi nd inspiration from it and 
our historic heroes. There is no one history or 
historical narrative: the history and motivation 
of the oppressor and the oppressed are not 

The 1916 Rising a century later

Felicity Arbuthnot

On May 1, 2003, George W Bush stood 
in a dinky little fl ying suit on the deck of 
the USS Abraham Lincoln and in a super 
stage-managed appearance told the lie of 
the century: “Major combat operations in 
Iraq have ended. In the Battle of Iraq, the 
United States and our allies have prevailed. 
And now our coalition is engaged in secur-
ing and reconstructing that country.”

The illegal occupation and decimation of 
Iraq continued until December 2011. In June 
2014 they returned to bomb again in the guise 
of combating ISIS. As the 13th anniversary 
of Bush’s appearance with a vast “Mission 
Accomplished” banner behind him, Iraq is 
largely in ruins, Iraqis have fl ed the murder-
ous “liberation” and it’s aftermath in millions 
and there are over three million internally 
displaced.

The nation is pinned between a tyrannical, 
corrupt US puppet government, a homicidal, 
head chopping, raping, organ eating, history 
erasing, US-spawned ISIS – and a renewed, 
relentless US bombardment. So much for the 
2008 US-Iraq State of Forces agreement, which 
stated that by December 31, 2011: “all United 
States forces shall withdraw from all Iraqi 
territory.”

On the USS Abraham Lincoln Bush stated: 
“In this battle, we have fought for the cause 
of liberty, and for the peace of the world … 
Because of you, our nation is more secure. 
Because of you, the tyrant has fallen, and Iraq 
is free.”

In what has transpired to be monumental 
irony, he continued: “The liberation of Iraq 
is a crucial advance in the campaign against 
terror. We have removed an ally of Al-
Qaida, and cut off a source of terrorist fund-
ing.” There was of course, no Al-Qaida in 
Iraq, no funding of fundamentalist terrorism 
under Saddam Hussein, it is the invasion’s 
conception, birth, now reached maturity from 
Baghdad to Brussels, Mosul to the Maghreb, 
Latakia to London.

In Iraq, US terrorism from the air is back in 
all its genocidal force.

Incredibly on April 23, the Independent 
newspaper reported another staggering piece 
of either disinformation or childish naivety, in 
a predictably familiar script : “A spokesperson 
for the US military said all possible precautions 
were taken to avoid ‘collateral damage’, but 
in approaching 7,000 air strikes the number of 

confi rmed civilian deaths had risen on Planet 
Pentagon to just …41.

In another past its sell-by-date mantra: 
“Colonel Patrick Ryder, a spokesperson for 
Central Command, said the casualties were 
‘deeply regretted’ but maintained that the cam-
paign was the ‘most precise air campaign in the 
history of warfare’.”

And here’s another familiar one: “In this 
type of armed confl ict, particularly with an 
enemy who hides among the civilian popu-
lation, there are going to be, unfortunately, 
civilian casualties at times.” The Geneva Con-
vention, amongst other Treaties, Principles and 
Conventions, is specifi c on the protections of 
populations in confl ict.

So another onslaught in a quarter of a cen-
tury of bombing Iraq is underway – another 
mass murder with an obscure name: “Operation 
Inherent Resolve.”

Here is reality from Dr Souad Al-Azzawi, 
Award winning environmental scientist who 
gained her PhD from the Colorado School of 
Mines.

She states of just the onslaught on Mosul, 
her home, the ancient university city of 1.5 
million, that the stated figures from US 
spokespersons are: Either misinformed about 
the real situation on the ground, since they 
are using drones and guided missiles, or air 
strikes blindly, intentionally not saying the 
truth.

“I would like to list some of what the Amer-
ican’s air strikes have been targeting and kill-
ing in Mosul:
• Destroyed are all state services buildings, 

including Municipalities in right and left 
sides of Mosul. When they bomb at night, 
all security personnel get killed or injured, 
also residents of close by areas, and 
adjacent properties are destroyed.

• Bombed and destroyed all communication 
centres.

• Destruction of Dairy Production Factories 
in both left and right sides of Mosul. 
Casualties of these two are 100 deaths and 
200 injuries among civilians who gathered 
to receive milk and dairy products from 
the factories. Dr Al-Azzawi reminds that 
this is reminiscent of the bombing of the 
baby milk factor outside Baghdad in 1991 
with the claim it was a chemical weapons 
factory. This writer visited the factory ruins 
just months later; there were still charred 
containers of milk power – the machinery 
was provided and maintained by a company 

in Birmingham, England which specialised 
in infant food prodiction.

• Bombing of Mosul Pharmaceutical 
Industries.

• Mosul University was bombed with 92 
deaths and 135 injuries. Earlier estimates 
were higher, but many were pulled from 
the rubble alive. “They were students, 
faculty members, staff members, families of 
faculties, and restaurants workers.”

• Al Hadbaa and Al Khadraa Residential 
Apartments compounds. Fifty people killed 
(families) and 100 injured.

• Hay al Dhubat residential area in the right 
side of Mosul, two days ago, fi ve women 
and four children killed and the whole 
house [destroyed]. The father is a respected 
pharmacist who has nothing to do with 
ISIL.

• Destruction of houses in front of the 
Medical College, killed 22 civilians – 11 in 
one family.

• Bombing Sunni Waqif Building, 20 deaths 
and 70 injuries which included those 
in nearby commercial and residential 
buildings.

• Car maintenance industrial areas in both 
left and right sides of Mosul destroyed with 
civilian’s casualties.

• Bombing of fl our factories in both sides of 
Mosul.

• Rafi dain and Rasheed banks and all 
their branches in both sides of Mosul. 
Destruction of all commercial and 
residential areas in the vicinity of these 
places, with as yet unknown civilian 
casualties.

• Central Bank of Mosul in Ghazi Street, 
with nearby residential and commercial 
properties.

• Pepsi factory, currently producing ice cubes 
only. Three deaths and 12 injuries among 
the workers.

• The Governor’s house and close by guest 
house.

• Mosul’s old industrial compound destroyed, 
with parking area for fuel tankers and cars. 
Three days ago, huge explosion of fuel 
tankers, 150 deaths and injuries.

• Urban Planning Directory in Hay al 
Maliyah bombed.

• Engineering Planning Directory in Hay al 
Maliyah bombed.

• Food Storages in left side of Mosul 
bombed.

• Drinking water treatment plants bombed.

• All electrical generation and transformer 
stations in the left side of Mosul bombed.

• Domez land communications centre in left 
side of Mosul destroyed.

• Al Hurairah Bridge – and many more.
There is a sickening familiarity to some 

of the targets – food, pharmaceuticals, water 
treatment plants, electricity generation, com-
munications and educational facilities, bridg-
es (the country, towns and cities are divided 
by the Tigris and Euphrates rivers) have been 
favoured targets since 1991. Every time pains-
takingly and imaginatively restored they have 
been re-bombed for a quarter of a century.

During the 1990’s a Canadian fi lm crew 
captured footage of US planes dropping fl ares 
on harvested wheat and barley, incinerating 
entire harvests in a country, which due to the 
strangulating embargo there were near famine 
conditions in parts of society.

“When Iraqi civilians looked into the 
faces of our servicemen and women, they saw 
strength, and kindness, and good will”, said 
George W Bush in his “Mission Accomplished” 
speech. No, they saw invaders destroying their 

Death and destruction in Iraq

George W Bush on the USS Abraham Lincoln: “Mission Ac
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lives, their families, their history, raping, pil-
laging. They saw Falluja’s destruction, Abu 
Ghraib’s horrors and the 11 other secret pris-
ons and nightmares ever ongoing.

On April 25, Dr Al-Azzawi added: “More 
war crimes have been committed by Ameri-
can Coalition, yesterday April 24, 2016. The 
coalition planes bombed Rashidiya water treat-
ment plant left side of Mosul city and Yermouk 
electricity generation station in the right side of 
Mosul. Through targeting these populations’ 
life sustaining necessities, the coalition is com-
mitting genocidal action towards Mosul resi-
dents in the pretext of fi ghting ISIS.”

Also on April 25, UN Deputy High Com-
missioner for Human Rights, Kate Gilmore, 
on returning from a week in Iraq wrote starkly 
of the government: “Iraqis are crying out for 
fairness, recognition, justice, appreciation and 
meaningful participation in shaping their future 
– a process that goes forward and not back-
wards ... We all have responsibilities towards 
the people of Iraq. While there is an interna-
tional military coalition in place, a comparably 
resourced international coalition of practical 

compassion is also needed to help with the 
building blocks towards a sustained peace in 
Iraq.”

In the US military lexicon it seems “com-
passion” has been replaced by their missiles 
of choice.

Ms Gilmore also stated that Iraq was being 
run by a failed government and warned foreign 
powers not to be “complicit” in its neglect of 
the plight of normal Iraqis.

Further: “The international communi-
ty must not allow itself to be made complicit 
with the failed leadership of Iraq … There is 
political paralysis in Iraq. There is no govern-
ment in Iraq”, she stated blisteringly of Ameri-
ca and Britain’s illegal, abortive, parliamentary 
project.

“Our commitment to Liberty is America’s 
tradition ... We stand for human liberty,” con-
cluded Bush on the USS Abraham Lincoln. 
Were mistruths ever bleaker? And when will 
George W Bush, Charles Anthony Lynton Blair 
and their cohorts answer for their crimes in a 
Court of Law?
globalresearch.ca 
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We don’t accept the coup against democ-
racy and our rights! We will defeat the coup 
on the streets! 

This April 17, the date on which we 
remember the Massacre of Eldorado dos 
Carajás, will enter once again in the history of 
Brazil as a day of shame. This is so because 
a circumstantial majority of a Chamber of 
Deputies that is stained by corruption dared to 
authorise the fraudulent political trial against 
the President of the Republic, who isn’t 
responsible of any crime.

The conservative and reactionary political 
and economic forces that promoted this farce 
aim to annihilate the labour and social rights 
of the Brazilian people. This sector is made of 
businesses, political actors such as Eduardo 
Cunha (who is accused in the Supreme Court 
for the crime of corruption), parties that were 
defeated in the polls like the PSDB, and for-
eign forces that are interested in plundering 
our resources and privatising our state compa-
nies (such as Petrobras, where they intend to 
take hold of the multinational Pre-Salt area). 
And they carry out their plan with the help of 
a media coup, with the Globo network at the 
centre of the ideological propaganda and the 
reporting of a judicial and police operation 
that attacks certain parties and leaders while 
protecting others.

This is why the Brazil’s Popular Front and 
the People Without Fear Front call the work-
ers of the cities and the farms and the demo-
cratic and progressive forces, and all lawyers, 
artists, and religious people, not to leave the 
streets and continue to fi ght against this coup 
through all forms of protest within and out-
side the country.

Now we will exert pressure on the 
Senate, the institution that will decide on the 
impeachment of President Dilma Rousseff 
under the leadership of Minister Lewand-
owski of the Supreme Federal Court. The 
resistance continues, against the coup, in 

defence of our rights that were earned through 
the struggle, against what is being done in the 
name of a false fi ght against corruption and 
the baseless accusation against the President.

We, the Brazil’s Popular Front and the 
Fearless People’s Front have already said that 
we won’t acknowledge the alleged legitimacy 
of a government of Michel Temer, as it would 
be the result of an institutional coup, which is 
what the majority of the Chamber of Deputies 
wants to do by approving the admissibility of 
the coup plotter’s impeachment.

We won’t acknowledge it and we will 
fi ght this illegitimate government, we will 
fi ght each of the measures that it adopts 
against our jobs and wages, social programs, 
and the labour rights we conquered, and we 
will fi ght in defence of democracy and nation-
al sovereignty.

We will continue the fi ght to reverse the 
coup, which is now in course in the National 
Senate, and to reach complete democracy in 
our country, which is currently going through 
a deep reform of its political system – the real 
way to effectively combat corruption.

In the history of our Republic, in the 
many struggles there have been, the forces 
of the people and democracy have suffered 
setbacks, but then, we achieved victory. The 
same will happen now: we will defeat the 
coup on the streets!

Therefore, our struggle will continue with 
work strikes, activities and occupations in the 
next few weeks, plus the realisation of a great 
National Assembly of the Working Class, next 
May 1.

The fi ght goes on! We won’t go back! 
Long live democracy! 
CTB International Relations Department
*Democratic and class-oriented movements 
that gather CTB, CUT, Intersindical, UNE, 
MST among other organisations along with 
progressive parties of Brazil. 

Brazil

On the streets 
against the coup
Communiqué of Brazil’s Popular Front and Fearless People’s Front *

ccomplished”!

Massacre of Eldorado dos Carajás.

the same. Those who exploit and benefi t from 
exploitation are not the same as the exploited.

Independence
The 1916 Rising was an assertion of the 

need to establish a sovereign, independent, 
democratic state to meet the needs of our 
people. That was the core demand; all else is 
irrelevant and unachievable without the secur-
ing of independence and sovereignty.

The 1916 Rising and its aftermath pushed 
aside the compromisers and those among the 
Home-Rulers who only wished to get more 
crumbs from the empire, to have a seat at the 
imperial table and to have a junior partner-
ship with British imperialism. It was in the 
interests of both the nationalist and the union-
ist business class to secure their ties with the 
empire.

These compromisers were driven back, 
but not defeated. They recaptured the leader-
ship of the national struggle, which resulted 
in their political and economic interests and 
those of imperialism being secured in 1922 
with the signing of the Anglo-Irish Treaty. 
The people’s aspirations were suppressed. We 
removed the royal crown and painted the post 
boxes green, but nothing else changed.

Today, progressive forces need to build 
upon the obvious popular support that still 
exists for the 1916 Rising. We need to deepen 
our people’s knowledge and understanding of 

the events of 1916 and the vision outlined in 
the Proclamation of the Irish Republic, and to 
present our own vision of what a new Ireland 
can be in the hands of the people, with a new 
Proclamation for today that builds upon the 
one presented by the revolutionaries of 1916.

Irish workers can achieve little and secure 
nothing while we do not have the essen-
tial tools for bringing about change – that is, 
national democracy and sovereignty. Just as 
the leaders believed in 1916, we know from 
experience that you cannot build a just and 
decent society while remaining within or 
being subservient to an empire.

Today, working people have made 
advances through long and bitter struggles. 
Nothing has ever been given to us without a 
struggle. The instruments and mechanisms 
of control may have new names; they have 
merely reshaped and refashioned the means 
of control, as we still remain subservient, now 
dominated and controlled by the European 
Union.

National democracy and sovereignty, then 
as now, were the essential tools required by 
the Irish working class for us to advance and 
take ownership of our country, to claim own-
ership of all the wealth that we produce. As 
the guiding brain of the revolutionary forces, 
James Connolly, put it, “Our demands most 
moderate are: we only want the earth.”
Communist Party of Ireland 

“We will fight this illegitimate government, 
we will fight each of the measures that it adopts 

against our jobs and wages, social programs, 
and the labour rights we conquered.”
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WT Whitney

Cuba’s Communist Party held its 
7th Party Congress in Havana on 
April 16-19. In attendance were 
993 delegates and 280 guests. The 
dates marked the 55 year anniver-
sary of Fidel Castro’s declaration 
of the socialist nature of Cuba’s 
revolution and, within days, of 
Cuba’s military defeat of US-
sponsored invaders at the Bay of 
Pigs.

Presenting a 12,000-word “Cen-
tral Report” to open the Congress, 
President Raul Castro indicated that 
“The development of the national 
economy, together with the struggle 
for peace and ideological resolve, 
constitute the main missions of the 
Party. The economy continues to be 
the key unresolved task and political-
ideological work is a permanent issue 
intimately linked with the economic 
battle.”

Delegates took on the task of 
reviewing and revising hundreds 
of guidelines authorised by the 6th 
Congress in 2011 for improving the 
effi ciency and productivity of Cuba’s 
economy. In his report, Castro dis-
cussed implementation of the guide-
lines and analysed challenges to the 
survival of Cuba’s socialist revolu-
tion stemming from the US led, cri-
sis-ridden, and worldwide capitalist 
system.

He pointed to Party lapses in 
supervision, implementation, fore-
sight, and problem recognition 
holding back Cuba’s economic and 
political reforms. Many young Com-
munists, he claimed, are short on 
historical and theoretical awareness 
and are distracted by consumerist 
longings. He identifi ed problems: 
wages and pensions were still too 
low, some of the new non-state busi-
nesses were evading taxes, domestic 

food production hadn’t increased 
enough to bring down food imports, 
and Cuba’s dual currency system 
remained and was impeding eco-
nomic growth.

The Congress dedicated two days 
to discussion of documents relating 
to issues grouped under four head-
ings. Doing so, delegates joined 
one of four “Commissions” formed 
to shape a “proposal” to be submit-
ted for approval by the Congress. 
The areas for discussion were: (1) 
the “Project of Conceptualising the 
Cuban Social and Economic Model 
of Socialist Development,” (2) the 
“National Plan of Social and Eco-
nomic Development until 2030 ...” 
(3) the “Results of Implementation 
of the Social and Economic Guide-
lines,” approved by the 6th Congress, 
and (4) a report on fulfi lment of rec-
ommendations put forth by the fi rst 
party conference in 2012 for improv-
ing party work.

In the past, the party’s rank 
and fi le and Cuba’s general popula-
tion had discussed agenda items for 
upcoming party congresses before-
hand. That didn’t happen this time 
and criticism from within the party 
and beyond circulated widely.

In justifi cation, party offi cials 
claimed that the guidelines to be dis-
cussed at this congress had been for-
mulated and approved at the earlier 
one. And President Castro empha-
sised that since then the fi rst two pro-
posals – the most provocative ones 
– had been discussed by thousands of 
party leaders, academic experts, and 
other specialists. And they had been 
revised repeatedly.

Crucially, Castro indicated that 
discussion on those two points among 
“members of the Party and Young 
Communist League, representatives 
of mass organisations and broad 
sectors of Cuban society” would be 

continuing after the 7th Congress 
had ended. The Central Committee 
sought authorisation from the Con-
gress for altering the guidelines later 
on based on future deliberations.

As the Congress closed, 274 
guidelines remained for future con-
sideration, down from 313 after the 
6th Congress. That reduced number 
even refl ected 50 new guidelines, 
some actually new and others the 
result of revisions and consolidation. 
In fact, only 21 percent of the guide-
lines approved at the 6th Congress 
have been fully implemented. Slow 

progress was attributed to delays in 
fi xing administrative and legal regu-
lations to accommodate innovations 
and to what Castro called “outdated 
mentalities.”

The third commission, which 
dealt with implementation of the 
guidelines and workings of the econ-
omy, learned that the Cuban economy 
over fi ve years had grown at an aver-
age annual rate of 2.8 percent, which 
“doesn’t respond to the dynamic for 
development that the country needs,” 
opined Economic Minister Marino 
Murillo.

The fourth commission, focus-
ing on changes in the work of the 
party, confronted a drop in party 
membership from 800,000 in 2011 
to 671,344 members in 2015. With an 
eye toward the aging of current party 
leaders, speakers stressed recruit-
ment and preparation of potential 
new leaders.

The delegates, voting secretly, 
chose 142 members for a new Cen-
tral Committee – 55 of them being 
new – who in turn selected 17 mem-
bers of the Political Bureau, includ-
ing fi ve new members. The average 
age of Central Committee members 

is now 54.5 years; 44.8 percent of 
them are women and 35.9 percent 
are African-descended. Henceforth, 
new Central Committee members 
must be under 60 years of age, and 
party leaders less than 70 years old. 
In a change requiring constitutional 
modifi cation, government and party 
offi cers will be serving no more than 
two fi ve-year terms.

In his report Castro called for 
overcoming racial barriers in select-
ing leaders and for “promotion of 
our combative females ... to deci-
sion-making positions nationwide.” 
Women represent “66.8% of the best 
technically and professionally quali-
fi ed workforce of the country” and 
“generally, are more mature and 
better managers than men.”

Speaking briefl y on the last day 
of the Congress, former President 
Fidel Castro fi rst noted dire threats 
to human survival and then declared 
that, “ideas of the Cuban commu-
nists will remain as proof that on this 
planet, [people] working with fervour 
and dignity can produce the materi-
al and cultural wealth that humans 
need.”
People’s World 

Cuba

Making changes, 
protecting gains

A group of Cuban counter-revolutionaries after their capture in the failed US-sponsored invasion at Bay of Pigs, Cuba.

Inequality grows
Bob Lord

Imagine, after a deep sleep, you 
suffered the fate of Rip Van 
Winkle and woke in the spring 
of 2040. What might you fi nd? 
Among other things, maybe a 
presidential candidate railing 
against America’s concentration 
of wealth. Except this time, it’s 
not the one percent that owns as 
much wealth as the bottom 90 
percent – it’s the top hundredth 
of a percent.

Could it get that bad? Yes, quite 
easily. In fact, that nightmare is 
already on the way.

To see this better, take a step 
back in time. If you woke up 24 
years ago, you could hear candidate 
Bill Clinton lamenting the fact that 
the top 1 percent owned as much 
wealth as the bottom 90 percent.

Today, as anyone who’s heard 
Bernie Sanders give his stump 
speech knows, it’s the top tenth of 1 
percent who owns that much. That’s 
10 times more concentrated – and 
it’s happened over just six presiden-
tial cycles. If the trend continues, 

the scenario I presented at the outset 
will be a reality.

Here’s another way to look 
at it: In 1992, when Bill Clinton 
fi rst found America’s wealth con-
centration unacceptable, the aver-
age person in the top hundredth of 
a percent was about 1,100 times 
wealthier than the average person 
in the bottom 90 percent. By 2012, 
the most recent year for which 
statistics are available, that ratio 
had quadrupled, to approximately 
4,500 times.

If the numbers I predicted for 
2040 hold, that fi gure will rise to 
9,000 times. If the average net 
worth is around US$30,000 then – a 
sliver of equity in a modest home – 
then the average household in the 
top hundredth of a percent will be 
worth over US$250 million.

Can America avoid such a 
dismal future?

Yes, but only if the philosophy 
underlying our tax policy changes. 
We can’t just raise revenue and dis-
tribute the tax burden in a way our 
leaders deem fair. Preventing undue 
accumulations of wealth must 

become a cornerstone of American 
tax policy.

That would entail three funda-
mental changes.

First, lawmakers must aban-
don the policy of taxing investment 
income – which fl ows almost exclu-
sively to the wealthiest Americans 
– far less heavily than income from 
labour, the income on which the rest 
of us depend.

Second, they should increase 
the top marginal income tax rate 
substantially for those with huge 
incomes. Ludicrously, current rates 
subject a billionaire with a nine-fi g-
ure income to the same top marginal 
income tax rate as a doctor making 
$500,000. That’s a major factor in 
our worsening wealth inequality.

Third, the gigantic loopholes in 
the estate tax system, which allow 
even billion-dollar estates to escape 
taxation when they’re passed on to 
the next generation, must be closed 
and the top estate tax rate increased.

Possible? Yes, but it will take a 
revolution.
Information Clearing House 
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Eric Margolis

During the 1973 Arab-Israeli War, Syrian 
forces had surprised Israel and were fast 
approaching the edge of the steep Golan 
Heights, captured by Israel during the 1967 
war. It seemed as if Syrian armour and 
infantry would retake Golan, then pour 
down into Israeli Galilee.

Soviet recon satellites observed Israel 
moving its nuclear-armed, 500 kilometre-
range Jericho missiles out of protective caves 
and onto their launch pads. At the same time, 
Israel was seen loading nuclear bombs on their 
US-supplied F-4 fi ghter-bombers at Tel Nof 
airbase.

Believing Israel was about to use nuclear 
weapons against Syria and Egypt, Moscow put 
huge pressure on both to rein in their advancing 
forces. Damascus, already in range of Israeli 
artillery on Golan, ordered its armoured forces 
on Golan to halt, allowing Israel to mount pow-
erful counter-attacks and retake the strategic 
heights.

In 1981, Israel formally annexed the 580 
square mile portion of Golan that it occu-
pied. This illegal annexation was condemned 
by the United Nations, the United States and 
Europe’ powers. But Israel held on to Golan 
and implanted 50,000 there in some 41 subsi-
dised settlements.

The world has pretty much forgotten how 
close it came to nuclear war in 1973 over 
Golan. The heights became a primary nucle-
ar trigger point along with Kashmir, Germa-
ny’s Fulda Gap, and the DMZ, Korea’s inner 
border.

Golan recently resurfaced in the news when 
Israel’s rightwing prime minister, Benjamin 
Netanyahu, told Russia’s president, Vladimir 
Putin, that his nation would never return Golan 

to Syria. In a speech soon after, Netanyahu 
vowed Israel would hold on to Golan for “all 
eternity.” He also admitted for the fi rst time 
that Israel had made “dozens” of cross-border 
attacks on Syria.

The long basalt plateau is indeed a valu-
able prize. It extends from snow-capped, 2,814 
metre Mount Hermon in the north to the Sea of 
Galilee and Yarmouk River in the south. Golan 
supplies 15 percent of Israel’s scarce water and 
may contain gas or petroleum deposits.

Israeli artillery on Golan can hit Syria’s 
capitol Damascus; Israeli electronic sensors 
blanket Damascus and cover all Syrian military 
movement below. Having walked much of the 
Golan on both Syrian and Israeli-held sides, I 
can attest to its remarkable military importance 
and thick defences.

After the 1967 war, Israel ethnically 
cleansed Golan, levelling the capital, Kuneitra, 
with bulldozers and expelled almost all Golan’s 
130,000 Druze and Arab inhabitants. Jewish 
settlers were brought in to replace them. The 
US shielded Israel from UN action and world-
wide protests.

Before 2011, Israel hinted that it would 
return Golan to Syria as part of a comprehen-
sive peace agreement – provided Damascus 
ceased supporting Palestinian claims to their 
lost lands. But once the Syrian civil war con-
veniently began, there was no more talk of 
Golan.

In fact, it’s pretty much clear that Israel has 
been quietly fuelling the Syrian confl ict by dis-
creet arms and logistics support to so-called 
“moderate” Syrian rebels and lobbying for the 
war in Washington and with the US media. 
Netanyahu has even said – with a straight face 
– that Israel cannot return Golan or even negoti-
ate, until calm returns to Syria and Iraq.

Netanyahu is clearly following the grand 

strategy of the founder of his rightwing Likud 
Party, Zeev Jabotinsky, a militant Russian Zion-
ist. Jabotinsky asserted that the Arab states 
were an artifi cial, fragile mosaic of inimical 
Arab tribes.

Hit them hard enough, claimed Jabotinsky, 
and they will shatter into small pieces, leav-
ing Israel master of the Levant (central Arab 
world). The destruction of Iraq and Syria have 
confi rmed Jabotinsky’s theory.

Accordingly, Israel is delighted to see 
Syria, a primary foe, lying in ruins as a result 
of a US, British, French, Turkish and Saudi-
instigated civil war. Damascus is in no shape 

to demand the return of Golan, and the rest of 
the world does not care.

The destruction of Syria as a unitary state 
offers the expansionist Likud government many 
opportunities to extend infl uence into Syria – 
as was the case in Lebanon during its bloody 
1975-1990 civil war. Or even carve off more 
Syrian territory “to protect Israel’s security”.

The words of Israel’s founding father, 
David Ben-Gurion, still resonate: the state of 
Israel is a work in progress and its borders 
should not be fi xed or even defi ned. Notably 
the borders with Syria and Jordan.
Information Clearing House 
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Golan Heights.

Remember the Golan Heights

Manufacturing anti-Semitism
Asa Winstanley

Last year, socialist stalwart 
Jeremy Corbyn won the leader-
ship of the UK’s Labour Party by 
a landslide. Since then, there has 
been a steady fl ow of claims by 
Israel’s supporters that Corbyn 
has not done enough to combat 
anti-Semitism.

This has only accelerated in 
the lead-up to a major test for 
Corbyn, the UK local elections 
on May 5. Even as this story was 
in preparation, two more victims 
were claimed in the war against his 
leadership.

Lawmaker Naz Shah and the 
former mayor of London, long-time 
Palestine campaigner Ken Living-
stone, were also suspended from 
the party – within hours of being 
accused of anti-Semitism.

But an investigation by The 
Electronic Intifada has found that 
some of the most prominent stories 
about anti-Semitism in the party are 
falsifi ed.

The Electronic Intifada can 
reveal that a key player in Labour’s 
“anti-Semitism crisis” covered up 
his involvement in the Israel lobby. 
Most Labour members so accused 
are in reality being attacked for 
expressing opinions in favour of 
Palestinian human rights and par-
ticularly for supporting the boycott 
of Israel.

Labour activists, many of them 
Jews, have told The Electronic 
Intifada that false accusations of 
anti-Semitism are being used as a 
weapon against Corbyn by the par-
ty’s right-wing.

Corbyn has been active in the 
Palestine solidarity movement for 
more than three decades. In an inter-
view with The Electronic Intifada 

last year, he endorsed key elements 
of the Palestinian call for a boycott 
of Israel. For example, he urged an 
end to weapons trading with Israel.

His election represented a radi-
cal shift in Labour, a popular revolt 
at the grassroots membership level.

Although Labour’s membership 
has grown since Corbyn’s victory, 
he has been under constant attack 
from right-leaning politicians within 
the party. In an attempt to weaken 
his position, some of his critics 
have manufactured a “crisis” about 
alleged anti-Semitism.

Attacks on Corbyn have esca-
lated in the lead-up to next week’s 
local elections. Poor results would 
be seized upon by his enemies 
within the party.

Witch hunt
Charley Allan, a Jewish member 

of the party, and a Morning Star 
columnist, has described the cur-
rent atmosphere in the press and 
Labour Party as a “witch hunt.” It 
has reached such an absurd volume 
that any usage of the word “Zion-
ist” is deemed to be anti-Semitic – 
although tellingly not when used by 
self-described Zionists.

Where real instances of anti-
Jewish bigotry have come to light, 
the leadership and party machine 
have taken robust action.

According to The Spectator, the 
party’s general secretary Iain McNi-
col told a recent meeting of Labour 
lawmakers that everyone who had 
been reported for anti-Semitism had 
either been suspended or excluded.

Corbyn has responded to the 
media storm by repeatedly con-
demning anti-Semitism and saying 
that anyone making an anti-Semitic 
remark is “auto-excluded from the 
party.”

John McDonnell, the shadow 
fi nance minister and a long-standing 
Corbyn ally, told The Independ-
ent that any party member found 
by an investigation to be express-
ing anti-Semitic views should be 
expelled for life. “If people express 
these views, full stop they’re out,” 
McDonnell said.

Smears
Smears of anti-Semitism against 

Corbyn started even before he was 
elected.

During his leadership campaign 
in the summer of 2015, the estab-
lishment media worked itself into a 
frenzy of anti-Corbyn hysteria, led 
more than any other paper by the 
UK Guardian.

One of the recurring themes 

in this campaign was Corbyn’s 
long-standing support for Palestin-
ian human rights. Because of this, 
attempts were made to say out-
right, or to imply, that Corbyn was a 
secret anti-Semite, or that he associ-
ated with, or tolerated “notorious” 
anti-Semites.

Although these hit jobs gained 
some traction, they were soon 
debunked, and ultimately seemed to 
have little impact on the leadership 
election.

This dishonest theme is now 
being revisited. In February, the 
slow drip of anti-Semitism scare 
stories burst into a fl ood.

Oxford
An “anti-Semitism scandal” 

erupted in the Oxford University 

Labour Club – an association of 
student supporters of the party. In 
a public Facebook posting Alex 
Chalmers, the co-chair of the 
club, resigned his position over 
what he claimed was anti-Semitic 
behaviour in “a large proportion” 
of the student Labour club “and 
the student left in Oxford more 
generally.”

But as evidence he cited the 
club’s decision, in a majority vote, 
to endorse Oxford’s Israeli Apart-
heid Week, an annual awareness-
raising exercise by student groups 
which support Palestinian rights.

This connection was clearly 
designed to smear Palestine soli-
darity activists as anti-Semites – a 
standard tactic of the Israel lobby.
The Electronic Intifada 
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Register of super-rich

Oxfam has welcomed reports the 
Australian government will initi-
ate a public register to reveal the 
true owners of shell companies. 
“This is a long-awaited move, that 
when instituted, will bring Aus-
tralia into line with the actions 
taken by other countries, includ-
ing the United Kingdom,” it said. 

A public register of benefi-
cial ownership will help reveal the 

true identity of the super-rich who 
avoid tax by hiding behind shell 
companies and complex, murky tax 
arrangements.

While this is a very positive fi rst 
step, if Australian political parties 
want to crack down on the interna-
tional use of tax havens they needed 
to go further. 

Tackling tax evasion is an oppor-
tunity to deliver more revenue for the 
Australian national budget to spend 
on health and education, whilst 
also helping some of the extremely 
poor nations that were our closest 
neighbours.

We know that this problem 
isn’t limited to Australia. Countries 
around the world, including the poor-
est nations, are losing out due to tax 
avoidance. Poor countries are starved 
of at least $100 billion annually due 
to the tax dodging and tax evasion 
practices of multinational companies.

Oxfam is calling on all parties to 
commit to publication of the taxes 

and profi ts of large companies on a 
country-by-country basis. What we 
have right now is a fi nancial system 
that allows big business and the 
super-rich, here and abroad, to hide 
millions of dollars that they should 
be paying in tax.

The current reporting frame-
work did not require the infor-
mation on Australian companies 
operating overseas to be made 
public, or to be shared with gov-
ernments in the poorest countries.
Europe, the US and Canada have 
already introduced legislation for at-
risk sectors that ensures the public 
sees what taxes are paid on a country-
by-county basis. 

Parties need to be prepared to 
adopt legislation that makes this 
information public so Australians 
and communities abroad, get the full 
picture on whether corporations are 
paying their fair share of tax. But to 
do this, all parties need to get their 
policies right. That means addressing 

both national and international tax 
loopholes.

Dr Helen Szoke
Oxfam Australia 

Reef emergency
The Great Barrier Reef is in a 
state of emergency. Scientists have 
just announced that 93 percent of 
the Reef is now bleaching due to 
warming waters – a direct result 
of carbon pollution from mining 
and burning fossil fuels. And coal 
is the most polluting of them all.

Together, we can bring an end 
to dirty coal. Millions of us pushed 
world leaders to sign the historic 
Paris Agreement on climate change.
Now the world has promised to move 
on from toxic energy – and it’s up to 
us to hold leaders to their word. The 
evidence is black and white. Coal 
pollution destroys the things we love. 
So we will build a world without it. 

Clean air and water, free from coal 
pollution. Protected natural wonders 
and a thriving Reef. Clean politics, 
free from fossil-fuelled corruption. 
And a fair-go for the coal workers 
who deserve a just transition.

Foreign Minister Julie Bishop 
signed the Paris Agreement, pledg-
ing Australia to act on climate pol-
lution. But we know the government 
has no serious plan to protect our cli-
mate and save our Reef. 

Australia is mining more coal 
to be shipped and burnt overseas 
than ever before. And, with the 
election fast approaching, they’re 
counting on us to stay silent and 
let them stay in power without lift-
ing a fi nger to protect our climate.
Together, we are a powerful force 
that has confronted international dis-
asters, from nuclear testing to ozone 
depletion.

Let’s do this.
Nikola Casule

Greenpeace Australia Pacifi c

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

On March 29, 1973 the last US combat 
troops were offi cially withdrawn from 
South Vietnam. “Withdrawn?” Driven out 
would be more accurate. The war would not 
actually end for another two years, but it 
was clear that the world’s richest imperial-
ist power had suffered ignominious defeat 
at the hands of one of the world’s poorest 
nations.

The people of the whole of Indo-China had 
been invaded and conquered by France, intent 
on adding the region’s territory – and its rice 
and rubber – to their colonial empire. Then the 
French were ousted by the Japanese imperial-
ists. In the jungles of Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh 
began a guerrilla war against the foreign invad-
ers and continued it when the French attempted 
to reconquer the region after Japan’s defeat in 
WW2.

France’s crushing defeat at Dien Bien Phu 
in 1954 should have been a salutary lesson for 
the USA, but the leaders of US capitalism pre-
ferred to believe that it did not apply to them. 
With their massive industrial and military 
might how could it? They would learn the hard 
way, but the resultant war would last 20 years 
and cost the lives of over a million Vietnamese 
(and 58,000 US troops). The US waged a rich 
man’s war against the former French colony, 
which fought back with a poor people’s guer-
rilla-style war.

The high-tech war waged by the USA pro-
duced enormous profi ts for that country’s mil-
itary-industrial complex. The US dropped a 
greater weight of bombs on tiny Vietnam than 
was dropped in the whole of WW2. In just 

one campaign, 1972’s Operation Linebacker 
for example, US air and naval forces dropped 
more than 150,000 tons of bombs over North 
Vietnam. (According to US propaganda then 
and now, these bombing campaigns targeted 
exclusively “air fi elds, power plants and other 
key infrastructure to disrupt the fl ow of sup-
plies being sent to enemy troops in the south”. 
In fact, strategic US bombers, fl ying so high 
they could not see anything on the ground, fl ew 
to prearranged radar co-ordinates and released 
their huge load of bombs indiscriminately.) 
The cost to the Vietnamese people in death and 
destruction was horrifi c.

Much of Vietnamese society had to move 
underground to avoid US bombs, in a defence 
campaign that far outshone the resistance to 
the London blitz, but which has been large-
ly ignored by the capitalist media. The Viet-
namese people became masters of digging and 
hiding intricate systems of tunnels, permitting 
the US troops to uncover the tunnels they were 
meant to fi nd and not the deeper, hidden ones 
used by the NLF fi ghters.

The scale of the US war against Vietnam 
is hard to grasp today but consider this: there 
are 7.2 million US “veterans” of that war still 
alive today. Most of them were either poverty 
stricken volunteers or equally poor draftees, 
who found themselves being ordered to carry 
out horrifi c actions on the fl imsiest of excuses 
justifi ed by blatantly racist propaganda. As a 
famous anti-war slogan of the time said, “No 
Vietnamese ever called me Nigger!”

So horrendous were the things that US 
troops were made to do by their offi cers, that 

large numbers of soldiers were seriously psy-
chologically damaged as a consequence. In 
Vietnam, this resulted in frequent attacks on 
offi cers by lower ranks. “Fragging” – rolling 
a fragmentation grenade into an offi cer’s tent 
– was a favourite action. When they returned 
from service in Vietnam, they were often so 
disturbed by what they had seen and done that 
they simply could not reintegrate into civilian 
life. Many sought refuge in the woods and other 
isolated places.

Large numbers actually joined the anti-war 
movement.

The Vietnam War was the culmination of 
the US military effort to “roll back Commu-
nism”. That effort began during WW2 with 
the betrayal of the Sicilian Communist guer-
rillas by the invading Americans (the British 
betrayed the French Maquis to the Germans 
at the same time, in what was obviously a co-
ordinated action.) It was followed by interven-
tion on behalf of colonial powers in various 
wars of national liberation, everywhere from 
the Philippines to Algeria to Malaya and of 
course Vietnam.

Later, the US, Britain, Australia and other 
imperialist states tried to fi rst foment a war 
on the Korean Peninsula and then to turn that 
into a nuclear war with China. Fortunately, the 
USSR held its nerve and the US had to back 
down, ignominiously sacking its hero General 
Douglas Macarthur who had brought them to 
this sorry pass.

The US was fought to a standstill in Korea. 
Nevertheless, when the French were defeated 
at Dien Bien Phu, US imperialism was quick 

to take their place. After all, even unsuccess-
ful wars are extremely profi table – if they are 
fought on someone else’s territory.

Since the end of the Vietnam War, the 
leading imperialist powers – the USA, Brit-
ain and France – have fought numerous wars, 
but always on someone else’s territory: in 
Iraq, Syria, Libya, Yemen, in central Africa, 
all over Central America and much of South 
America. Most recently, the US and its bosom 
buddy Japan has been trying to foment a war 
with China over some nondescript islands in the 
South China Sea. The right-wing Japanese gov-
ernment of Shinzo Abe is hell bent on reviving 
the “glory days” of Japan’s imperial past, and 
sees trying to bully its bigger neighbour as the 
way to curry favour with the USA. The latter, of 
course, is the world’s most powerful imperialist 
state, but the days are long gone when empires 
can be built at the point of a gun.

China has been invaded before by Japan 
(and also by Britain and the USA) but it is no 
longer a defenceless imperial remnant at the 
mercy of whatever colonial power wanted 
to seize some of its territory. Today, anyone 
attempting to bully China is likely to get a 
bloodied nose. But of course, the Chinese gov-
ernment is aware that they have an even more 
potent weapon than their military: their eco-
nomic clout. Their policies for economic inte-
gration and development across central Asia 
promise to change the face of the global econ-
omy out of all recognition.

No country will want to miss out on a share 
of that future. 
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Rob Gowland

Vietnam and 
the legacy of “continuous war”

Philadelphia protest against the Vietnam War.
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Bill Meyer

Once again the Tribeca Film Fes-
tival (TFF) offers a wide array of 
thought-provoking cinema. Now 
in its 15th year, over 6,000 fi lms 
were submitted, and most of the 
over 100 feature fi lms chosen pre-
miered here in New York.

For the fi rst time narrative fea-
tures were divided between US and 
International, and awards were given 
accordingly. I can’t recollect when 
my favourites ever won the two top 
awards, but in this case the Best Inter-
national Narrative Feature Award was 
given to my favourite fi lm, Junction 
48, about the Palestinian rap music 
scene, directed by Israeli Udi Aloni. 

The jury stated, “This award goes 
to a phenomenal, stand-out, power-
ful, thoughtful movie. It offers a new 
perspective and insightful approach 
to a story about how to be differ-
ent and live together.” Along with 
jurist Hany Abu-Assad’s soon-to-be-
released The Idol, they are the two 
most powerful artistic statements in 
fi lm about the Palestinian reality in 
recent memory.

My favourite for the Best Docu-
mentary Award was Do Not Resist, 
which addresses the militarisation of 
police forces in America, incorporat-
ing many intimate scenes from the 
Ferguson protests. The jury stated: 
“This fi lm uses documentary to go 
deep into a world with a cinematic 
experience. We were excited by the 
directorial debut of a cinematogra-
pher who already has created a great 
body of work. Do Not Resist shines 
a light on the frightening story of 
the militarisation of the police. In an 
impactful way the director uses his 
amazing access to look at power and 
force from the inside.”

Along with any festival that deals 
with social issues, you can count on 
some challenges and controversies. 
On the fi rst day of the festival, com-
munication workers (CWA) began 
a strike against Verizon, a company 
that shares the building used by TFF 
for its offi ces. Presidential candidate 
Bernie Sanders appeared at least four 
times in support of the strikers, defy-
ing the CEO who tried to call him 
out, and the strike still goes on.

Controversy arose when the 
movie Vaxxed, directed by the dis-
credited British physician Dr Andrew 

Wakefi eld and considered an anti-
vaccination fi lm by its opponents, 
was removed from the line-up. One 
of the Festival’s founders Robert De 
Niro, who fi rst chose it then removed 
it, eventually went on to defend his 
original position of encouraging an 
openness for further discussion on 
issues raised by the fi lm. Not sur-
prisingly the fi lm was picked up by 
another New York theatre with sold-
out screenings for over a week, far 
better than it would have done at the 
festival.

Last year I reviewed Autism In 
Love, another fi lm on the subject that 
demonstrates how people with autism 
can still experience common emo-
tions such as love. This year viewers 
were treated to a heart warming and 
charming fi lm, Life Animated, about 
a young autistic child named Owen 
who discovers a way to communi-
cate through Disney animated fi lms. 
His parents are devastated when he 
shows signs at three years old of 
brain damage. He stops walking and 
talking and withdraws from any form 
of communication. 

After many trying months they 
discover him reciting lines from 
Disney fi lms and his mind begins 
to open up. The upper middle-class 
family (the father is a writer for Wall 
Street Journal) has the means to fi nd 
the best treatment for their son, and 
he benefi ts greatly. 

The fi lm also shows how par-
ents are affected and tend to change 
their personalities and become drawn 
towards a more compassionate life-
style of raising a challenging child. 
Owen eventually is invited to France 
to give a lecture on autism, and writes 
his own children’s book and learns to 
draw characters from Disney’s many 
animated fi lms. His older “normal” 
brother never had a girlfriend, but 
hoping to introduce his brother to 
the joys of sex, encourages Owen to 
make advances toward his girlfriend 
who is also autistic, but she is scared 
off. Owen learns about pain and loss 
for the fi rst time.

Another controversial fi lm, Bet-
ting on Zero, covering the determined 
campaign of hedge fund millionaire 
Bill Ackman against the nutritional 
food giant Herbalife, met resistance 
from fans of the company. He claims 
it uses a pyramid scheme second 
only to Amway and takes advantage 

of especially Latino immigrants una-
ware of its methods. Ackman spends 
billions to buy short to devalue Herb-
alife stocks, but fails in his mission. 
Leafl etting outside the theatre during 
screenings complained of the fi lm’s 
one-sidedness and failure to inter-
view anyone from Herbalife or its 
supporters to present their side.

Ads preceding each screening 
proclaimed how New York is the 
most fi lmed city in the world, the star 
of many stories. It certainly is a vital 
and exciting town where you can 
experience daily the joys and power 
of cinema. The Havana Film Festival 
New York, and a special screening of 
a rare activist fi lm, Witness: Bahrain, 
are just two examples. 

But my favourite and most hope-
ful experience (besides the passion of 
youth for Bernie all over New York) 
was a young high school-aged boy 
standing in front of me on the subway 
train reading a copy of Lenin’s State 
and Revolution. When I asked how 
he got to this point in his life he said, 
“I learned awhile back that every-
thing seemed to be based on eco-
nomic relations, and so I eventually 
read Marx’s entire Das Kapital.” And 
now he’s on his way through Lenin!
* The Tribeca Film Festival was 
founded to celebrate New York City 
as a major fi lmmaking centre and to 
contribute to the long-term recovery 
of lower Manhattan following the 
2001 attack on the World Trade 
Centre.
People’s World 
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The World Bank’s International Centre for 
Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID) 
has ordered the government of Venezuela to 
pay US$1.386 billion to Crystallex, a bank-
rupt Canadian gold mining company, for 
cancelling a 2002 permit to mine for gold 
in the Imataca Forest Reserve.

Crystallex brought its arbitration claim 
to the ICSID in 2011 stating that Venezuela 
had violated the company’s rights guaranteed 
under a bilateral treaty between Canada and 
Venezuela.

Even though most national courts refuse to 
hear community claims against companies for 
environmental or human rights abuses abroad, 
a number of international “arbitration” courts 
routinely allow companies to sue governments 
for investment “rights” written into new bilat-
eral and multilateral treaties (ICSID alone is 
currently hearing 211 cases).

Imataca, one of four major pristine forest 
reserves in the country, is home to the Indig-
enous Akawaio, Arawako, Karina, Pemon and 
Warao peoples. It also sits above what geolo-
gists believe to be the largest gold deposits in 
the continent worth some US$20 billion.

In recent years successive governments 
have extended environmental protection over 
most of the region but specifi cally excluded 
the gold mining area. This was despite regu-
lar protests by the Indigenous communities to 
protect the area from environmental damage. 
“The forest is our home, our laboratory, our 
hospital, our university. It is the source of the 
knowledge we need to survive,” Jose Gonzales, 

the coordinator of the Federation of Indigenous 
People of the State of Bolivar, Venezuela, said 
in an international appeal almost 20 years ago.

Over time, the area has been invaded by 
small scale diamond and gold miners who have 
destroyed almost a tenth of the forested area. 
For some 50 years, mining investors have also 
battled to gain access to two adjoining sites – 
Las Cristinas and Las Brisas – where they hope 
to use large scale open pit cyanide heap leach 
technology to extract the deep underground 
reserves of the precious metal.

Unfortunately for the mining compa-
nies, every deal has quickly become mired in 
a series of legal or political disputes. At one 
point Placer Dome, a Canadian multinational, 
had a joint venture to dig for gold at Las Cris-
tinas with state-owned Corporacin Venezolana 
de Guayana (CVG), which they sold off for just 
US$50. Others like Chinese state investment 
company CITIC and Russian-Canadian miner 
Rusoro have also attempted to cut deals with 
Venezuela, only to ultimately fail.

In 2002, the government of Hugo Chavez 
handed the rights to mine for gold to Crystallex, 
but then in an about turn, decided to cancel the 
permit on environmental grounds in February 
2011. Crystallex immediately fi led an arbitra-
tion claim but was forced to declare bankruptcy 
later that year.

Last month the World Bank ruled in favour 
of Crystallex awarding the company US$1.2 
billion plus almost US$200 million in inter-
est. “We are pleased that the Tribunal has rec-
ognised Venezuela’s unlawful expropriation of 
the company’s investment in the Las Cristinas 
mining project,” Robert Fung, Crystallex CEO 

said in a press release. “The company looks for-
ward to collecting on the award on behalf of all 
of its stakeholders.”

The court decision marks yet another mile-
stone in corporate victories against national 
governments using international trade treaties. 
For example in 2014 Kazakhstan was ordered 
to pay Stans Energy of Canada US$118 million 

for a rare earths mine. And last year Mongolia 
was ordered to pay Khan Resources of Canada 
US$70 million for the Dornod uranium project. 
And Venezuela was ordered to pay US$740 
million for cancelling a permit issued by Gold 
Reserve Inc, also from Canada, for the Las 
Brisas mine.
CorpWatch 
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Taking Issue – Nick Schadegg

Convict labour in the objective world
Before the formation of the Soviet 
Union, before the October Revo-
lution, before Marx wrote the 
Communist Manifesto, and before 
Marx was even born, Australia 
(or at least the bit where all the 
white people lived) was already a 
Communist society. And this on 
top of the Aboriginal nations of 
mostly hunter gatherers that had 
lived here sustainably for around 
60,000 years.

Well, sort of. It was a 
Communist society in a 
I-hope-you-history-nerds-are-using-
your-imagination-while-you’re-
reading-this kind of way.

Between 1788 and 1792 about 
4,300 convicts landed at Port Jack-
son. Their custody was handed from 
the contractors which sailed them 
there across half a world of oceans 
to the New South Welsh govern-
ment of Governor Arthur Phillip. By 
all accounts, the burden on respon-
sibility for the welfare of these con-
victs was something that Arthur 
took very seriously, even personally.

And why wouldn’t he? After all, 
he was the main guy tasked with a 
huge responsibility given to him by 
his British masters; they established 
a new colony on a vast land that 
was to go on to become a country, 
and it was all up to him to make it 
work.

That being said, the British gov-
ernment could not have made his 
job any more diffi cult if they tried. 
Food and building materials were in 
short supply from day one. The con-
victs were to have been put to use 
by private business and land owners 
to work off their sentences, as had 
been common practice in American 
colonies (we weren’t the only con-
vict colony out there). But, much 
like food and building supplies and 
virtually everything else promised 
to Phillip, private business and land 
owners were in very short supply.

Additionally, Arthur made it 
known that he abhorred the idea of 
slavery; “The laws of this country 
[England] will of course, be intro-
duced in [New] South Wales, and 

there is one that I would wish to 
take place from the moment his 
Majesty’s forces take possession of 
the country: That there can be no 
slavery in a free land, and conse-
quently no slaves.”

OK, so no slaves then. But the 
convicts were still unwilling partici-
pants in this colonial experiment. 
Many were hardened criminals, and 
few possessed agricultural or tech-
nical know-how. They were hardly 
the ideal folk to be relied upon to 
build a yet-to-be nation. Second 
and third fl eets eventually arrived 
with more convicts. More mouths 
to feed. Large numbers perished on 
their journey to Australia, and the 
physical state of the ones that made 
it to the new land appalled Phillip. 
Ships scheduled to bring supplies 
to the new colony ran late, and at a 
critical moment one of them (called 
the Guardian, funnily enough) sank 
off the coast of Africa. No one was 
certain if the New South Wales 
colony would succeed, or perhaps 
even survive.

Through the necessity of self 
reliance, convicts worked to pro-
duce their own food. Arthur encour-
aged them to garden like crazy, 
as they couldn’t rely on imported 
sources of food. And here’s where 
Communism kicks in...

While food and materials were 
in short supply, there was one thing 
that was even scarcer; money. It was 
scarce in a sense that New South 
Wales had no monetary system at 
all for the fi rst 20 years of its exist-
ence until in 1812 Governor Mac-
quarie imported £10,000 worth of 
Spanish dollars to use as a surrogate 
currency. Until that time, people 
were paid in food and other necessi-
ties - rum included. Governor Phil-
lip diligently ensured that everyone 
was given equal rations regardless 
of the crimes they had committed, 
their status as a free citizen or pris-
oner, or their position or job title. 
In other words, Arthur received the 
same rations as the prisoners he 
watched over. There are probably 
two reasons for this; he wanted to 

exhibit a we’re-all-in-this-together 
vibe to avoid mutiny, and, by most 
accounts, he was a genuinely egali-
tarian person.

Now, let’s strip away the crimi-
nal background of those involved 
in the new colony, and the virtual 
prison bars that kept them there. 
This was a moneyless egalitarian 
system – albeit for reasons of neces-
sity rather than ideology – that truly 
embodied a notion that Marx wrote 
100 years later; “from each accord-
ing to his ability, to each according 
to his need”.

It was hardly a poster-child 
system for Communist utopia, but 
that’s not the point. My point is that 
the principles of Communism can 
rightly stake a claim to a part of 
Australia’s history. And next time 
you hear one of those neo-liberal 
types banging on about Australia 
being established on capitalist prin-
ciples you can at least say “I once 
read an article about this, and nah, 
that’s not entirely true”. 


