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The fate of Arrium’s 3,000 workers and 
their families in its Whyalla steel works 
and mining operations hangs in the balance. 
Arrium went into voluntary administra-
tion on Thursday last week (April 7) and 
appointed the company Grant Thornton 
as its administrators. Grant Thornton has 
indicated it will be “business as usual” 
while it goes through the company’s books 
and assesses the situation.

(Arrium is an international mining and 
materials company. The company was spun out 
from BHP Billiton in 2000 as OneSteel when 
it was almost entirely a domestically focused 
steel manufacturer and distributor. The Why-
alla steelworks, harbour and associated iron ore 
mining operations along the Middleback Range 
in South Australia were among its principal 
assets. The company subsequently focused on 
growing its resource-based businesses and has 
signifi cant mining and mining consumables 
businesses, as well as its steel and recycling 
business.)

They have scheduled the fi rst creditors’ 
meeting for April 19 and committed to putting 
their recommendations for the company’s 
future to a creditor’s meeting by May 13 at the 
latest.

Whyalla is a steel city about 380 kilometres 
north-west of Adelaide, with a long and rich 
history in the development of South Australia. 
Whyalla also suffered a big blow in 1978 when 
its shipbuilding yard was shut down.

South Australia has already taken a severe 
hammering with the demise of the auto indus-
try with the state government seeing its future 
largely in the manufacturing for the military 
and the mining of uranium.

The closure of Arrium would have wide 
implications with closure of many associated 
engineering workshops and small businesses. 
The town and whole region relies on Arrium for 
the jobs it provides and their multiplier effect. 
Around 7,000 people would be affected in a 
town of 22,000.

The company has been in diffi culties for 
some time. It shed 900 jobs last year.

Its obligations to its employees are around 
$500 million. Arrium owes an estimated $1 bil-
lion to the big four banks. Another $1.8 billion 
is owed to international banks and bond-hold-
ers. Trade creditors are owed around $1 billion. 
The company also has clean-up obligations for 
its Whyalla steel works and its South Australian 
iron ore mines and processing facilities.

Its massive debt was run up during the 
mining boom when it paid high prices to 
expand its iron ore business. The market has 
since crashed, as markets inevitably do, and it 
has failed to renegotiate its debt with its inter-
national lenders.

“Australia’s steel manufacturing industry 
has taken a massive hit today and the federal 
government and Arrium have a lot to answer 
for,” CFMEU Construction and General South 
Australian state secretary Aaron Cartledge 
said when the company went into voluntary 
administration.

“Industry Minister Christopher Pyne must 
level the playing field by stopping unfair 
imported steel shipments or Whyalla will be 
reduced to little more than a coffee stop on the 
way from Adelaide to Port Lincoln.

“In spite of promises made before the 
2013 federal election, the Abbott and Turn-
bull governments have not taken seriously its 
commitments to ensure Australia has a strong 
anti-dumping and countervailing system and 
that imported steel is up to Australian quality 
standards,” Cartledge said.

The CFMEU has legitimate concerns over 
the supply of imported, non-compliant and 
often faulty structural steelwork being used in 
major development projects in Australia, point-
ing to the weakness of Australian compliance 
regimes.

The price of steel has fallen in line with 
iron ore on global markets were there is a crisis 
of overproduction. “The world faces a huge 
oversupply of steel – currently only two-thirds 
of the steel being produced is actually being 

used,” the BBC public broadcaster reported. 
(Tim Bowler, “Britain’s steel industry: What’s 
going wrong?” 30-03-2016)

Ironically, Australia is one of the coun-
tries that rapidly expanded production of iron 
ore for export and contributed to the global 
surplus.

Cartledge said bad government policies had 
supported sub-standard imports over local steel. 
These cheaper imports are coming in the main 
from Spain and China.

Hypocrisy
Opposition leader Bill Shorten has called 

for preference to be given to Australian steel 
in government contracts and proposed federal 
co-investment with Arrium and improvement 
in the infrastructure.

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull was 
quick to attack Shorten, reminding him cor-
rectly that giving preference to Australian steel 
would be in breach of Australia’s free trade 
agreements.

Industry Minister Christopher Pyne, whose 
home state is South Australia, undermined 
Turnbull: “Because of the government’s com-
mitment to the 12 subs, the nine frigates, the 
patrol vessels and so on, there will be a whole 
body of work coming through the pipeline.”

Really? There is no commitment to build 

the submarines in Australia, let alone use Aus-
tralian steel.

Pyne continued, “I’m optimistic and the 
people of Whyalla should not be panicking.”

For the past four decades Australia’s man-
ufacturing base has been whittled away with 
closure after closure, a process accelerated by 
government policies. Important skills have or 
are being lost. Arrium is one of two remaining 
steel works, the other being BlueSteel in NSW.

Shorten and Pyne, as well as Turnbull, 
know full well that successive Australian gov-
ernments have signed away Australia’s right 
for the government to give preference to Aus-
tralian products. The only measure open to the 
government if it wishes to impose some form of 
tariff is to make a claim of dumping – the price 
of goods is below the cost of production or the 
price charged in the country of export.

Free trade agreements
The Turnbull government is presently seek-

ing to become a member of the World Trade 
Organisation’s Government Procurement 
Agreement which would open up government 
purchases to international competition. It has 
already made such a commitment in a number 
of its free trade agreements including those 
with Japan and Korea.
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Adani: 
Greed trumps science

The warnings based on the science are clear: the Great 
Barrier Reef is threatened – in the long term and in the immedi-
ate in the form of the approval by the Queensland government 
of the monstrous $22 billion Adani coal mine, with its Abbot 
Point rail, port facilities, power, water, road works and airstrip.

Climate change is the biggest threat to the reef’s future. The 
Great Barrier Reef Authority’s Outlook Report for the Great 
Barrier Reef in 2014, states: “Climate change remains the most 
serious threat to the Great Barrier Reef. It is already affecting 
the reef and is likely to have far-reaching consequences in the 
decades to come.”

Sediment, nutrient and pesticide pollution from catchment 
run-off is having a major impact on the health and resilience 
of the reef’s ecosystem. The Adani project would allow the 
Indian transnational to extract 60 million tonnes of thermal coal 
from the Carmichael coal mine in the Gallilee Basin, central 
Queensland.

For all the talk about creating jobs – the Queensland gov-
ernment’s justifi cation – environmentalist warn that it is a 
disaster waiting to happen. “It’s an extraordinary decision,” 
said Australian Conservation Foundation chief executive Kelly 
O’Shanassy. “We know the bleaching is because of global warm-
ing, Carmichael will only make that worse.”

”The reef is obviously in dire straits, irrespective of what 
anyone says, and that’s blindingly obvious,” said Dr Charlie 
Vernon, the former chief scientist of the Australian Institute 
of Marine Science. ”I think there is no single action that could 
be as harmful to the Great Barrier Reef as the Carmichael 
coal mine.”

Dr Vernon – who has discovered more than 20 percent of 
the world’s coral species – points out that around a third of 
marine species have parts of their life cycle in coral reefs. “So, 
if you take out coral reefs you have an ecological collapse of 
the oceans.

“… mass extinctions through ocean acidifi cation, and the 
main driver of that is CO2.”

Measurements taken by the Torres Strait Regional 
Authority’s environmental management program and the 
Australian Institute of Marine Science indicate that average 
sea temperatures are hovering around 30.5 degrees, close to the 
temperature that scientists believe coral bleaching might occur 
(31.4 degrees), putting the region on coral bleaching watch 
status, with alert status occurring at 31 degrees.

Coral bleaching occurs when corals, due to stress such as 
high water temperatures, expel the small algae that live in their 
cells and give them their colour. This leaves them susceptible to 
coral diseases, and if allowed to continue, causes their eventual 
death.

An Adani spokesman has described legal challenges to the 
Carmichael  mine as “politically motivated”. The widespread 
opposition to this destructive mine, nationally and internation-
ally, rests not only on political beliefs but on the recognition of 
the potentially fatal blow it delivers to future generations, along 
with the very existence of the Grate Barrier Reef.

The Queensland government is facilitating a tragedy in its 
politically motivated, opportunistic and utterly irresponsible 
decision to approve the mine. The best the government can offer 
in justifi cation is the mantra of jobs, a desperate and deceptive 
claim, given the clearly short term nature of employment in coal 
mining, and disingenuous in that employment in renewables 
will far outnumber mining jobs in the future.

As an astute letter writer in the Sydney Morning Herald 
noted, “But Queensland Premier, your mine, with its lifetime 
emissions of 4.6 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide, will certainly 
fi nish off your greatest tourist attraction.”

PRESS FUND
The federal government really needs to check its figures. 
Immigration Minister Peter Dutton recently claimed the 
government had released all child asylum seekers from detention 
into the community. He ignored the children still held in 
offshore centres, and according to an ABC report two children 
were still in detention in Darwin and some children had simply 
been transferred to part of the detention centres that had been 
renamed as “community” areas! But we also have to keep an eye 
on our figures, because we’re running far short of Press Fund 
contributions, which we rely on to meet our operating costs. So 
please, if you possibly can, send us something for the next issue. 
Many thanks to this week’s contributors, as follows:
Xanthoula Mavrantonis, in memory of her mother $100 
Jim Doyle $120, Mark Mannion $5, “Rough Red” $5, “Round 
Figure” $10
This week’s total: $240 Progressive total: $2,400

“
QUOTE OF THE WEEK

I am convinced there is only one way to eliminate these 
grave evils, namely through the establishment of a 
socialist economy accompanied by an educational system 
which would be oriented toward social goals.

Albert Einstein”

Evanthia Sgouras
On Thursday April 7 Evanthia 
Sgouras a long time supporter 
of the CPA, mother of comrade 
Xanthoula, and grandmother of 
Joanna Mavrantonis, passed away 
at the age of 83 after a long battle 
with terminal disease.

Evanthia lived through the hor-
rors of the Nazi occupation of Greece 
and the civil war that followed the 

British military intervention in the 
country. With her late husband, 
John Sgouras, a KKE member and 
a Resistance fi ghter, she shared all 
the struggles and aspirations of a life 
devoted to the liberation of work-
ing people from the barbarity of 
capitalism.

Ever since their migration to 
Australia, in 1968, members of her 

family joined the CPA and some 
remain party members today. Evan-
thia herself was always a staunch 
supporter and defender of the Party. 
In her loving memory the family 
donates $100 to the Press Fund. A 
full obituary will be published in the 
next issue. 

The Green Revolution
Cuba: a model of agricultural sustainability
On April 2, members of the 
Communist Women’s Collective, 
Linda, Maria, Antonella and 
Silvia, organised a discussion at 
the Party headquarters on Cuba, 
A Model for Agriculture Sus-
tainability, with guest speaker 
Yexenia Calzado, a young Com-
munist Cuban Woman. Yexenia 
informed our 30-plus guests about 
how Cuba’s cultural sustainabil-
ity came about after the collapse 
of the USSR which they heavily 
relied on for aid and resources.

The people then introduced 
workers’ collectives to produce their 
own localised community agricul-
ture during the “special period” 

which then came to cities like 
Habana which became part of the 
“green revolution” in order to feed 
local communities with fresh organ-
ic vegetables and fruits. Many times 
there was left over produce to sell 
and transport to other communities.

After a long discussion with 
our guest engaging in questions and 
statements with Yexenia we had a 
time for informal discussions where 
food and drinks were provided.

Then a documentary on Cuba 
was shown which showed the won-
ders of Cuba’s green revolution 
exploring the Cubans’ amazing art 
for growing veggie patches any-
where there was space to do so.

This featured the turnaround of 
young Cubans’ perception of agri-
cultural sustainability and made it 
cool to be a green. The organised 
youth showed that they play a big 
part in maintaining the agriculture 
of the Cuban veggie patches and not 
only the youth but individuals had 
found many different ways of being 
able to recycle and reuse.

The event was a successful 
night with many inquisitive minds 
seeking answers on the way for-
ward, Cuba proving that only a 
system that puts workers before 
profi t can produce agricultural 
sustainability. 

Continued from page 1
The Trans Pacific Partnership 

Agreement* contains a chapter on 
government procurement. The web-
site of Australia’s Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade contains 
a summary of the chapter. (drfta.gov.
au/trade/agreements)

It states unequivocally: “Critical-
ly, the Chapter will ensure that gov-
ernments do not discriminate against 
foreign suppliers when assessing ten-
ders and awarding contracts… TPP 
Parties will be required to establish 
a review mechanism so that suppli-
ers (both foreign and domestic) can 
challenge government procurements 
that do not follow proper processes.

“The contract must be awarded 
to the supplier offering the best value 
for money solely on the basis of the 
stated evaluation criteria.” This gen-
erally applies where amounts above a 
certain threshold are involved.

Tne CFMEU’s Aaron Cartledge 
said the government must play a role 
in creating certainty for workers by 
signalling to the steel industry that it 

will act on sub-standard and unfair-
ly priced imports that affect the steel 
industry.

Cartledge said the minister could 
do something right now by com-
mitting to procure Australian made 
Steel for all government-supported 
projects, by levying emergency safe-
guard tariffs on imported steel and by 
starting to get serious about creating 
a level playing fi eld which supports 
regional industries and the families 
and communities which rely on it.

Neither the Coalition nor Labor 
are prepared to do this. They remain 
committed to the free trade agree-
ments they signed.

Planned economy
Financial bailouts are not the 

answer. They buy workers a few 
more years, but as witnessed in the 
auto industry, they are not a long 
term solution.

This will take a new type of gov-
ernment that refuses to ratify the 
TPP: A government that puts the 
interests of Australia and its people 

before US and other transnational 
corporations.

Australia needs a government 
that will plan the future structure of 
the economy, instead of leaving it 
to international capital, i.e “market 
forces”. This includes rebuilding a 
strong manufacturing base, boosting 
the number of apprenticeships. TAFE 
should be adequately funded and stu-
dent fees abolished so that Australia 
has the necessary skilled labour and 
the subsidies to private VET colleges 
ended.

Whyalla would also be an excel-
lent location for the production of 
solar panels and wind turbines. These 
could be used to supply the steel 
plant and Whyalla with renewable 
clean energy and even contribute to 
the national grid. Public ownership 
could see the income from the energy 
put back into the community.
* TPP countries are Australia, 
Brunei, Canada, Chile, Japan, 
Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, 
Peru, Singapore, the United States 
and Vietnam. 

Whyalla: 
Manufacturing traded away
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Zooper results at 
Daily Drinks
It’s been a long time between 
drinks but Australian manufac-
turing Workers’ union (AMWU) 
members at Zooper Dooper maker 
Daily Drinks are set to fi nally have 
their skills recognised as part of 
their new enterprise agreement.

Over 100 members at Daily 
Drinks recently voted up the new 
agreement with the extra taste of 
nearly a year of backpay on top 
of an annual wage rise of 2.75 per 
cent.

But their biggest concern is get-
ting their production skills formally 
recognised, which will give workers 
a clear career path and incentive to 
work for higher wage levels.

“For now we’ve maintained our 
current classifi cation structure but 
we’ve given them a grace period 
for the life of this agreement to 

work with us to get it restructured 
and improved,” said delegate Glen 
Cardilini.

“If they don’t move on it prop-
erly with us, we’ll make them bring 
in a registered training organisation 
as we have the right to do.”

Daily Drinks, a subsidiary of 
Nathan Lyon in Smithfi eld, Sydney, 
makes ice treats and juices includ-
ing Zooper Doopers and Prima.

Mr Cardilini said negotiations 
were at a stalemate late last year but 
the company caved after workers 
rejected an inferior company offer 
111 votes to fi ve and then approved 
a Protected Action Ballot to take 
industrial action.

“Soon after a new boss was 
appointed and he said they would 
“re-consider” the offer, which ulti-
mately led to the new agreement,” 

said delegate Brett Hinde. “We held 
our ground by sticking together and 
we were able to achieve what we 
wanted.”

Union meetings will be permit-
ted in paid time and Daily Drinks 
also agreed to automatic payroll 
deductions of union fees.

NSW assistant secretary (Food 
and Confectionary) Heidi Kaushal 
said the agreement also included the 
right to access leave for medical or 
legal matters resulting from domes-
tic violence.

“That’s a small step forward, 
but this agreement has put down a 
foundation for the future because 
our members showed such solidar-
ity and determination,” she said. 
“Daily Drinks management have 
been put on notice, our members 
won’t take ‘no’ for an answer.” 

Rudi Maxwell 

Adele Cox, senior project consult-
ant with the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Suicide Prevention 
Project (ATSISPP), is calling for 
an overhaul of the way the health 
system responds to suicide, mental 
illness and self-harm in Indig-
enous communities.

Cox and fellow consultant 
Gerry Georgatos are part of a criti-
cal response team that visits Indig-
enous communities after someone 
has taken their own life. This month 
they have been in a remote communi-
ty in Western Australia’s Kimberley 
region, after the suicide of a 10-year-
old Aboriginal girl.

“There needs to be a better holis-
tic approach to mental health,” Cox 
said. “With the issues around sui-
cide, we need to ask, ‘How do we 
move beyond rhetoric to really doing 
something?’

“There is lots of goodwill, but 
there is a crisis and we seem to be 
stuck in that place. Until we change 
the whole nation’s psyche, and start 
looking at these issues as a matter of 
priority, we’re not going to get much 
change.”

State Coroner Ros Fogliani 
announced that she would hold 
an inquest into several suspected 

suicides in the Pilbara and Kimber-
ley regions, but could not say when 
or how many deaths would be exam-
ined. \

Georgatos said he was aware of 
19 suicides in Indigenous communi-
ties since December. He said that for 
Indigenous people aged 15 to 35, the 
leading cause of death was suicide, 
with three people recently buried in 
fi ve days in the Goldfi elds.

He has called for a royal commis-
sion into Indigenous suicides.

Federal Indigenous Affairs Min-
ister Nigel Scullion said the Aborigi-
nal and Torres Strait Islander Suicide 
Prevention Evaluation Project was 
expected to report by mid-year, but 
had provided interim advice that 
existing response services were often 
not well coordinated or delivered in a 
culturally appropriate way.

Cox said that consistency of pro-
grams was an issue and said com-
munity-based organisations could 
often drown in paperwork. “What’s 
contributing to the frustration is that 
we’ve seen a lot of good programs 
trying to respond to needs in mental 
health and suicide prevention, inno-
vative ideas using sport, or helping 
people with parenting, that sadly 
don’t always get funded,” she said.

In the recent case, Cox said 
the community had been further 

traumatised by insensitive responses 
by the mainstream media, which had 
included wild speculation, inappro-
priate reporting, misinformation and 
blaming of the community.

“It adds to and very much sen-
sationalises the actual incident and 
creates further distress for the com-
munity,” she said. “In this particular 
case, I’m not happy about the fact 
that some news reports went down 
the route of naming a child. Journal-
ists need to abide by the Mindframe 
guidelines about responsible report-
ing of suicide.”

Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Social Justice Commission-
er Mick Gooda said all governments 
needed to better fund health services. 
“I’ve been bashing my head against 
this wall for the last seven or eight 
years,” he said.

“The only way we’re going to 
make real difference is when the gov-
ernment decides to engage with us 
because we have the answers to what 
happened in the Kimberley.

“Canberra’s not going to solve 
that problem.”

Cox said there were difficult 
conversations that needed to be had 
regarding mental health – but that 
they needed to start from a position 
of support rather than blame. “Real-
ity tells us that if we were all doing 

what we can to the best of our abil-
ities, we wouldn’t be need to have 
a project like the one I’m involved 
with,” she said.

“All of us need to stop being 
defensive and talk about what can 
be done. 

“I think there’s a need for a 
broader conversation, so that colle-
gially we can come to a point where 
we can provide better care. 

“We need to change the way we 
work as Aboriginal people, families 
and communities. We need to take 
responsibility. It’s all good to blame 
services, but, ultimately, these are our 
kids and families and we all need to 

make sure that our children are living 
their lives as children in the safest 
possible way.”
Koori Mail
Readers seeking support and 
information about suicide 
prevention can contact Lifeline 
13 11 14 or Suicide Call Back 
Service 1300 659 467 or Kids 
Helpline (young people aged 5-25) 
1800 55 1800
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander support services can be 
found at www.naccho.org.au or 
www.sewbmh.org.au or 
www.healthinfonet.ecu.edu.au 

Call for overhaul

Pete’s Corner

Perth

16-17 April at the State Schools Teachers Union of WA SSTUWA
Level 3, 150 Adelaide Terrace Cnr Bennett Street East Perth

Entrance and Parking off Bennett Street

ACFS Perth is hosting the 2016 Australia/NZ - Cuba Friendship Societies Consultation 
Delegates from all over Australia and NZ will gather to discuss the state of the Australia 

solidarity with Cuba, US-Cuba relations and the key demands to lift the US blockade on Cuba, 
the return of Guantanamo Bay and the end of US regime change policies towards Cuba.

The Consultation will host two public workshops on Saturday from 2pm to 5:30pm
and a Cuban Solidarity Salsa from 8pm at the Teachers Union, East Perth

Public talks
SESSION A: 2-3pm

The Yes l Can literacy campaign in NSW presented by Lia Weitzel & 
Cuban ambassador Jose Manuel Galego Montano

SESSION B: 3:30-5:30pm
Cuban Solidarity with the World, a panel by Yexenia Calzado, from ICAP, 

Luis Calzadilla Bertot Cuban doctor currently undertaking research in Perth & 
Cuban ambassador Jose Manuel Galego Montano

For more info: Vinnie 0419812872 acfsperth@gmail.com

Cuban Solidarity Salsa
Saturday 16th April, 8-11pm

Venue: State Schools Teachers Union of WA
Level 3, 150 Adelaide Tce Cnr Bennett St East Perth

Entry $15

Latin food and drinks. Doors open from 7pm for dinner
Featuring: Latin Band AL MEDIO SON
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Bob Briton

It takes a lot to get the public 
spotlight to turn onto the coun-
try’s unassuming, long-estab-
lished research and development 
organisation. The value of the 
quietly achieving Commonwealth 
Scientifi c and Industrial Research 
Organisation is widely recognised 
and questions are now being asked 
about where we would be as a com-
munity without the CSIRO and 
its research for the public good. 
Staff, including senior staff, and 
the public are worried. Since cur-
rent Chief Executive and former 
Silicon Valley entrepreneur Larry 
Marshall took over in January 
2015, the axe has been taken to 
staffi ng and budgets, and almost 
the entire emphasis of research 
directed at market-ready, profi t-
turning products.

The contrast between the Turn-
bull government’s “innovative” 
economy rhetoric and the blood-let-
ting at the CSIRO couldn’t be more 
stark. Sam Popovski, secretary of the 
CSIRO Staff Association, set down 
the extent of the cuts in a recent letter 
to Christopher Pyne, the Minister for 
Industry, Innovation and Science.

“On the 4th of February 2016, 
CSIRO CEO Larry Marshall 
announced 350 job cuts. Based on 
subsequent information provided 
by CSIRO, the total jobs now ear-
marked to go is actually 450: 100 
in Land and Water, 100 in Oceans 
and Atmosphere, 70 in Data61, 40 
in Agriculture, 40 in Manufacturing, 
40 in Mineral Resources, 20 in Food 
and Nutrition and 40 in Research 
Support.” He went on to point out 
that the latest cuts are on top of the 
1,300 jobs already lost over the past 
two years.

The letter made the unprec-
edented request of Pyne to direct 
the CSIRO to suspend its proposed 
changes until after the federal elec-
tion and to establish a fully independ-
ent inquiry into CSIRO’s corporate 
management function, structure and 
processes.

CSIRO staff have been in dis-
pute with the agency since the 
February 5. The mood of staff 
is reported to be morphing from 
demoralisation to anger and resist-
ance. Public rallies in Melbourne, 

Hobart and Canberra attracted 
thousands. Resources to give sup-
port are available on the staff asso-
ciation’s website: cpsu-csiro.org.au
/campaigns/support-csiro and a 
friends of the CSIRO (along the lines 
of Friends of the ABC) to defend the 
public’s precious asset. Contact Kath-
ryn Kelly at kathrynk09@gmail.com 
if you can help.

Why all the fuss?
The public has been stunned by 

revelations before a Senate Commit-
tee called by the Greens and Labor. 
The fate of research and development 
is being determined by the new breed 
of CSIRO senior managers in pri-
vate emails. In one of them, science 
and deputy director Andreas Schill-
er urged other managers to engage 
in some “deep-diving” discussions 
about funding. He said the CSIRO 
should stop doing “science for sci-
ence’s sake” and that the “public 
good is not good enough, needs to 
be linked to jobs and growth ... .”

One wonders how many of the 
CSIRO’s many achievements would 
have been possible with such a 
narrow focus. What market driven 
mechanism would have delivered a 
vaccine for the Hendra virus to pre-
vent its transmission from bats to 
humans; a uniquely Australian prob-
lem? And where would we get the 
sustainable water limits for water use 
in the Murray-Darling river system? 
Is it conceivable that this motiva-
tion would have seen CSIRO scien-
tists tow a caravan full of measuring 
equipment to Cape Grim in Tasma-
nia’s north-west where they quickly 
detected the impact of ozone-deplet-
ing chemicals on the atmosphere? No 
is the short answer.

The inquiry heard lots of bad 
news about climate science in par-
ticular. Alex Wonhas, who oversees 
environment, energy and resources 
at the CSIRO, said “I don’t think that 
I can credibly claim that everything 
[we are doing now] will continue”. 
He lamented so-called “blue-sky 
research” without current applica-
tion will be reduced, “which in the 
long-run might be to the detriment 
[of CSIRO’s capability].”

Marshall accepts that the science 
of climate change is settled but insists 
that the role of the organisation is 
now only to devise means to combat 

the challenge. This seemingly “hands 
on” approach was questioned in the 
Senate Committee.

Labor senator Kim Carr put a 
question to Professor Tony Haymet, 
Distinguished Professor of Ocea-
nography. “What is your view as to 
the claims made about the changing 
nature of the CSIRO’s work and the 
need to move from modelling of cli-
mate change through to adaptation 
measures? How do you respond to 
that assertion?”

“It is just wrong. I could use 
more impolite words, but it is at a 
schoolboy level of logic. As I said 
before, you cannot mitigate some-
thing when you do not know what it 
is you are trying to mitigate against,” 
the professor replied.

More questions 
than answers

It was also revealed that the 
CSIRO is considering out-sourcing 
climate modelling work to the Brit-
ish Met Offi ce. Hardly a cost-cutting 
move. In fact, while the agency is fast 
changing itself into a “glorifi ed con-
sultancy”, as Senator Carr observed, 

the justifi cations for changes and cuts 
don’t to stack up.

Marshall told the select com-
mittee that the agency doesn’t have 
a target for revenue from external 
sources. At the moment only $70 mil-
lion of the $500 million raised comes 
from the private sector. The rest 
comes from federal agencies that are 
all suffering their own budget woes.

How exactly is the Entrepreneurs 
in Residence project being run? The 
positions aren’t advertised so what 
is the method for engagement? Are 
ex-corporate personnel returning to 
the CSIRO at greater cost? And what 
will happen to the intellectual prop-
erty developed in this new commer-
cial environment? Current staff sign 
an undertaking that such property 
belongs to the CSIRO and the people 
of Australia. How can the public be 
sure the entrepreneurs are truly “mis-
sionaries” and not “mercenaries”, as 
the CEO claims?

Do or die
The CSIRO has faced govern-

ment attacks before. The Coalition 
and Labor have both hacked into its 
funding and meddled over the years.

Several decades ago, found-
ing CSIRO chairman David Rivett 
made the following complaint to a 
colleague:

“Like you I am unhappy about 
the future, The main danger as I see 
it is that people will knuckle under 
to the bureaucratic regime and, by 
avoiding fi ght and seeking comfort, 
they will gradually reach a condi-
tion of tolerant acquiescence in what 
they formerly knew to be wrong. 
A generation will arise that knows 
not freedom and will be content to 
do without it. Then some day an old 
battle will be fought over again.”

But the latest changes threaten to 
complete the destruction of an inter-
nationally respected and indispensa-
ble public enterprise. Its declining 
reputation has been noted by the New 
York Times and others international-
ly. Capitalist “logic” is distorting its 
role, in readiness for the diktats of 
the Trans-Pacifi c Partnership and the 
Trade in Services Agreement. 

Thankfully, CSIRO staff and the 
public have shown themselves will-
ing to fi ght. 

Australia

Anger builds at 
CSIRO debacle

Seven teenagers assaulted by 
Wilson Guards during a protest 
on Nauru on April 6 have lodged 
a complaint with authorities on 
Nauru.

A complaint signed by at least 
75 other asylum seekers in the 
family compound has also been 
handed to authorities at the camp. 
The complaints and the photos put 
the lie to the denial by the Min-
ister Peter Dutton that children 
were either involved or assaulted 
by guards on April 6 in the Nauru 
family camp.

Another photo of the bruised 
arm of the mother of one of the 
teenage boys has also emerged 
as more evidence of the force 

used by Wilson guards during the 
protest.

“The evidence that children 
were involved and were hit by 
Wilson guards on Wednesday night 
is confi rmed by photographs and by 
the complaints signed by the teenag-
ers and by scores of adult witness-
es,” said Ian Rintoul, spokesperson 
for the Refugee Action Coalition.

“It is not the fi rst time that the 
Minister has been loose with the 
truth. No matter how many times 
he denies it, there is no resettlement 
arrangement with Nauru. The deal 
with Cambodia is a failed political 
fi x, too.

“The Minister’s excuses and 
cover-ups for the abuses on Nauru 

get weaker and weaker. There are 
hundreds of asylum seekers from 
Nauru in Australia because Nauru is 
not safe and asylum seekers and ref-
ugees cannot be properly cared for.

“The Australian government 
brought them here and families are 
now in community detention. It is 
shamefully inconsistent and hypo-
critical for the government to do 
one thing in Australia and another 
on Nauru and Manus.

“It is time to end the hell of off-
shore detention.”

More protests were planned for 
April 8 at the gates of the family 
camp, the 20th consecutive day of 
protests at the family camp. 

Nauru

More photos of abuse

CPA Port Jackson Discussion Hour
An informal discussion of contemporary issues

Tuesday April 19

Defending Public Housing

5:30 pm until 6:30 pm at 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills
ALL WELCOME

Sydney

Perth

Honour our fallen
Protect the living

Commemorate all those who have been killed or injured 
at work on International Workers Memorial Day.

10:30am Thursday April 28
Solidarity Park, Harvest Terrace, West Perth

CFMEU WA
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The leading imperialist countries – USA, 
Britain, France – like to present themselves 
as the embodiment of “Western civilisa-
tion”. Even Germany, whose record in this 
area surely leaves much to be desired, has 
no qualms about joining with its rivals in 
their collective posturing as the arbiters of 
culture and civilised living.

And yet anyone from the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) region can tell you that 
their region was the real cradle of western civi-
lisation with a deep and profound history of 
humanity. And not just in ancient times. Syria, 
Libya and Iraq were the most progressive coun-
tries in MENA. Syria and Libya proclaimed 
themselves to be socialist – a red fl ag and no-go 
for the western neo-liberal fascist way of think-
ing and economic model: free education and 
health care; a fi rst-class social safety net and 
physical infrastructure that functioned suc-
cessfully. Even Iraq tried to be economically 
independent.

But not any more. The countries that epit-
omise “western civilisation” have used their 
massive resources to destroy it all. They have 
tried to bomb the MENA countries into obliv-
ion. And not just those countries. Any coun-
try that does not meekly accept the diktat of 
imperialism, that does not agree to its resources 
being appropriated or its wealth diverted into 
the pockets of Western corporations will be 
reduced to “a chaos of suffering and misery”, 
what the West calls simply “a failed state”.

Waging wars of aggression, infl icting deso-
lation and misery on human beings, was iden-
tifi ed at Nuremberg as a war crime, a crime 
against humanity. Imperialism however would 
like people to forget Nuremberg. It would like 
killing to become the new normal and it strives 
to win acceptance of interference in the inter-
nal affairs other countries without limitation, 
providing that it is interference by imperial-
ism only.

Countries that attempt to stand up to impe-
rialism are treated to bombs, drones, spent ura-
nium, and a host of other nastinesses. At the 
same time imperialism is seeking to extend 
its control over food, water, fuel and power 
generation. Unconcerned about the future of 
humanity, imperialism happily condemns entire 
generations to living amidst destruction, chaos 
and social breakdown.

The war sponsored by imperialism in Syria 
with the unashamed aim of bringing about the 
fall of the democratically elected Assad govern-
ment has forced four million Syrians, for exam-
ple to fl ee their homeland, faced with the choice 
of trying to live amidst death and destruction 
every day or living under canvass in refu-
gee camps for years. Adding insult to injury, 
Western political leaders, like Australia’s Tony 
Abbott, glibly label their efforts to reach the 
safety of countries that are free of war as “ille-
gal” immigration and “people smuggling”.

For the Syrian people, imperialism’s war 
has been a catastrophe. For imperialism, 

however, it is merely the crushing of another 
potential rival (albeit a small one) that refused 
to kow-tow to the capitalist powers. And that 
troublesome country has been crushed for dec-
ades to come. How can a future Syria recu-
perate its economy, its social and physical 
infrastructure? Ruthlessly and callously, its 
population has been dispersed, housing, hos-
pitals and schools destroyed, a near-insur-
mountable burden of public debt placed on 
the country. Life will not return to normal for 
many years.

Imperialism will have achieved its aim 
of reordering the world to serve its interests, 
while the people of the countries that get in its 
way are unceremoniously shoved aside, with 
lots of accompanying death and destruction. 
The MENA countries will certainly not be in 
a position to challenge the Western powers for 
generations.

It’s a lesson the big capitalist corporations 
want the world to absorb and accept: do as they 
want – in other words, help them to make more 
money – or you too will be crushed.

One of imperialism’s favoured tools in 
its perennial attempts to fuel public paranoia 
and beat back progressive opinion has been 
the widely-condemned “war on drugs”. Now 
a group of 22 experts on drug policy has added 
to the chorus denouncing the War on Drugs, 
calling for an evidence-based approach that 
decriminalises minor drug offences and sup-
ports human rights and public health.

Convened by Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty and the prestigious medical journal The 
Lancet, this expert commission noted that, far 
from stopping drug use, the “war on drugs” has 
instead sparked increased violence by facilitat-
ing a “parallel economy run by criminal net-
works,” excessive incarceration, and greater 
overdose risks.

Their report refers to “a war on drugs that 
is inevitably a war on people who use drugs.” 
In addition to decriminalisation, the commis-
sion’s recommendations include eliminating 
racial and ethnic discrimination in policing, 
stopping aerial spraying of toxic herbicides 
on drug crops, “respecting WHO’s authority 
to determine the dangerousness of drugs,” and 
providing adequate harm-reduction services 
like access to naloxone, an overdose-reversing 
drug.

“The idea of reducing harm is central to 
public policy in so many areas from tobacco 
and alcohol regulation to food or traffi c safety,” 
stated Commissioner Joanne Csete of the Mail-
man School of Public Health at Columbia Uni-
versity, “but when it comes to drugs, standard 
public health and scientifi c approaches have 
been rejected.

“Worse still,” Csete said, “by dismissing 
extensive evidence of the health and human 
rights harms of drug policies, countries are 
neglecting their legal responsibilities to their 

citizens. Decriminalization of non-violent 
minor drug offences is a fi rst and urgent step in 
a longer process of fundamentally re-thinking 
and re-orienting drug policies at a national and 
international level. As long as prohibition con-
tinues, parallel criminal markets, violence and 
repression will continue.”

Transform, a UK-based think-tank which 
advocates for drug regulation, commented 
that “it’s hugely signifi cant for a group of the 
commission’s stature to be recommending that 
governments ‘move gradually toward regulated 
drug markets and apply the scientifi c method to 
their assessment’.

“When arguably the world’s most respected 
medical school and medical journal speak out 
so emphatically on an issue like this, there can 
be no excuse for inaction,” the group states, 
adding, “As the evidence continues to accu-
mulate, it is the advocates of an unending drug 
war that look increasingly like anti-science 
ideologues.”

It has, of course, been known for decades 
that the intense campaign in the US against the 
alleged evils of hemp, usually (erroneously) 
equated with marihuana, was promoted and 
driven by Du Pont and other giants of the pet-
ro-chemical industry, companies with a vested 
interest in Nylon and other synthetic fi bres. 
Before the anti-hemp campaign, all manner of 
things – from rope to sails – were made from 
this natural fi bre.

In fact, hemp had so many uses that it has 
been called “one of the earth’s most benefi cial 
plants”. Under the “war on drugs”, however, 
growing it has been criminalised, an action 
denounced by activists as “a war of oppression” 
designed “to enhance police power and create 
‘criminals’.”  The “War on Drugs” has victim-
ised millions in the US alone, to provide police 

there with a plentiful supply of “perps” and a 
ready excuse for stopping and frisking anyone 
who catches their eye, but especially those who 
are young, Black or Latino and poor.

It also gives the police an excuse to search 
vehicles, as well as a useful justifi cation for 
building up police numbers, funding and weap-
onry, in turn swelling corporate profi ts.

The criminals created by the “war on 
drugs” provide fodder for the booming private 
prison industry, rightly designated as a form of 
modern slavery.

The economic impact of the War On 
Drugs has been at least as great as the social 
impact. The criminalisation of Industrial 
Hemp must have cost the US economy bil-
lions in lost manufacturing possibilities 
and jobs. At the same time, and compound-
ing the problem exponentially, the corpora-
tions responsible for initiating the campaign 
against hemp were given tax breaks and sub-
sidies. Their profi ts grew accordingly.

With so much of the US economy depend-
ent on the armaments industry to keep it afl oat, 
it is not surprising that activists have called for 
“all those Military-Industrial-Complex war-toy 
jobs to be switched to hemp jobs!!”

As one aggrieved US activist commented: 
“We have been oppressed, manipulated, denied 
our medicine [medicinal cannabis, illegal in 
most US states], lied-to, imprisoned, homes and 
property confi scated, shot and killed, lives and 
families destroyed, and our republic reduced to 
a fascist police state intentionally using the BS 
War On Drugs – especially on cannabis – as the 
vehicle for oppression!”

It is certainly time that drug abuse ceased to 
be a criminal issue, let alone a “war” and was 
dealt with as it should be: as a public health 
question. 

Taking issue – Rob Gowland

Western civilisation – 
the war on drugs

GLOBAL DAY OF ACTION
ON MILITARY SPENDING

Friday April 15
12 noon Gather in Parramatta Square (look for the banner, placards and large F35 plane)

Join us to hand out $100 bills and collect signatures on a pop up petition against the F35 Joint Strike fi ghter

1pm walk round the corner to the offi ce of Minister for Defence Marise Payne at 2-12 Macquarie Street 
where we will present the petitions

Enquiries: Denis 0418 290 663, Nick 0420 526 920, Hannah 0418 668 098

May Day Toast 
Presented by the 

Community Union Defence League 
(CUDL) 

3-6pm Sunday May 1
Union and community toasters from 4pm

Fremantle Navy Club Observation Deck
Level 3, 64 High St, Fremantle

Free entry
For more information contact Vinnie Molina on 0419812872 or CUDL.WA@gmail.com
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The mothers of Mexico’s disappeared 
have become some of the most important 
voices denouncing the Mexican state’s 
role in perpetuating femicide and other 
forms of violence in the country.

Nidia Bautista

Held just four days after the one-year 
anniversary of the Ayotzinapa disappear-
ances, the International Forum on Disap-
pearances in Mexico, which took place in 
Mexico City last September 29-October 1, 
was attended by at least 300 people. Social 
organisations and the Autonomous Met-
ropolitan University Campus Xochimilco 
brought together families of disappeared 
persons, human rights activists, govern-
ment offi cials, academics, journalists and 
students for three days of presentations and 
discussion around the crisis of disappear-
ances in Mexico. Among the participants 
were dozens of mothers of some of the over 
26,000 people who have disappeared in 
Mexico since 2006.

The mothers listened and discussed the 
issues presented by government offi cials and 
civil society organisations. The mothers of 
Mexico’s disappeared have become experts on 
the topic of state violence as they search for 
their children on their own. In the face of chron-
ic government apathy, ineffi ciency and even 
attacks, the mothers have built a community 
of mutual support and autonomous organising. 
They have become the leaders of grassroots 
organisation against a criminal state responsi-
ble for the disappearances of their children and 
thousands of others.

Here are some of their stories.

Adela Alvarado Valdes and 
Moni’s story

Adela Alvarado Valdes was one of the fi rst 
mothers to arrive at the Mexico City forum. She 
wore a button with a picture of her daughter, 
Moni. Alvarado Valdes explained that she tries 
her best to attend events such as this, in addition 
to protests for Mexico’s disappeared, because 
many mothers, “for lack of funds or emotional 
strength”, are unable to participate. “I’m here 
because they can’t be,” she says.

A professional clown for over 34 years, 
Alvarado Valdes is the mother of Monica Ale-
jandrina Ramirez Alvarado, a psychology stu-
dent who disappeared more 11 years ago.

Monica disappeared in December 2004, 
on her way to the FES Iztacala, a university 
in northern Mexico City. She left her home in 
Ecatepec, in the State of Mexico (now one of 
the most dangerous states for women in terms 
of rates of gender violence), heading to the 
campus to turn in an assignment. At six that 
night, Alvarado Valdes received a call from 
one of her daughter’s classmates saying that 
Monica had never arrived at school.

Alvarado Valdes’s 11-year search has been 
marked by emotional abuse at the hands of 
government investigators, death threats from 
local police, and a complete uprooting of their 
family life.

According to Alvarado Valdes, those fi rst 
days were marked by indescribable anguish. “I 
wanted desperately to fi nd my daughter because 
I felt that I could no longer live without her,” 
she says.

Initially the family searched local hospitals 
and distributed missing-person fl yers, printed 
with the help of the Support Centre for Missing 
and Absent Persons (CAPEA).

Four days after Monica’s disappearance, 
her family received a menacing text message 
from the supposed kidnappers. The message 
said that Monica was being held captive and 
demanded a 250,000 peso (about US$15,000) 
ransom for her safe return. The alleged kidnap-
pers ordered the family to deliver the money; 
if not, they would cut the woman into pieces. 
Desperate, Alvarado Valdes and her family 
approached both a private investigator and the 

Federal Investigation Agency (AFI) for help 
returning Monica safely home.

The private investigator helped them track 
Monica’s cellphone activity and found that 
a series of phone calls were made to a man 
named Jesus Martin Contreras Hernandez, one 
of Monica’s classmates, after her disappear-
ance. The investigator who was helping Alvar-
ado Valdes unravel the mystery over Monica’s 
disappearance quit when he realised AFI was 
involved, since at that time it was illegal to be 
a private investigator in Mexico.

AFI was a federal government investiga-
tion agency created by the Attorney General’s 
Offi ce in 2001 to replace the notoriously cor-
rupt Federal Judicial Police. The agency was in 
charge of investigating federal crimes such as 
kidnapping and drug traffi cking. Though it was 
restructured in 2009 and renamed the Ministeri-
al Federal Police, it was known for being highly 
effective at fi nding missing persons, accord-
ing to Alvarado Valdes. But in the search for 
Monica, the agency only brought emotional 
stress to the family.

In the beginning, AFI agreed to help the 
family fi nd their daughter and even installed 
equipment in their house to train them to nego-
tiate with the kidnappers. The agency pre-
pared Alvarado Valdes’s husband to carry out 
the negotiation, instructing the family to cut 
off all communication with extended family 
and friends. But the AFI investigator’s attitude 
soon changed, says Alvarado Valdes. “He grew 
apathetic and very unhelpful. He basically kid-
napped us in our own house and tormented us 
with irrelevant information and false leads. 
[He] ridiculed our suffering,” Alvarado Valdes 
explained. 

Meanwhile, threats continued: the family 
would receive two more text messages from 
the kidnappers. But when Monica’s father left 
voice messages saying he was ready to negoti-
ate and begging the kidnappers not to hurt his 
daughter, nobody ever called back.

Shortly thereafter, the AFI investigator 
began to remove the surveillance equipment 
he had installed in Alvarado Valdes’s house to 
track the kidnappers’ communication. When 
the family complained, they were informed 
that their case had been closed. Frustrated, they 
went to the capital with the phone logs the pri-
vate investigator had obtained.

Finally, in 2005, a year after Monica’s kid-
napping, the government investigator in the 
Attorney General’s Offi ce ordered the arrests 
of Jesus Martin Contreras Hernandez, Marlon 
Gaona, the son of a local police offi cer, and 
one other man. All were members of two 
local gangs, “Los Cruces” and “Los Gaona”. 
The three men were sentenced to 21 years in 
prison for kidnapping. They haven’t admitted 
to the whereabouts of Monica and to this day 
Alvarado Valdes and her family do not know 
what happened to their daughter. What’s more, 
Alvarado Valdes and her family were soon 
forced to move out of the Ecatepec municipal-
ity after the local police made threats against 
them for raising awareness about these crimes 
in their neighbourhood.

After enduring 11 years of uncertain-
ty, stress and emotional violence, Alvarado 
Valdes said that she has been able to stay strong 
because of the community with her professional 
and activist families. She and her co-workers 
have held marathon clown fairs in the Zocalo 
plaza and participated in events throughout the 
country to raise awareness about the disappear-
ance of Monica and others. And as a staunch 
activist for disappeared persons, Alvarado 
Valdes has forged friendships and relationships 
with other mothers.

“It’s been 11 years since Monica disap-
peared and I refuse to forget about her. We 
didn’t lose a dog, a car or a bicycle but rather a 
human being, my daughter, and I can’t abandon 
her. I don’t think we families can ever aban-
don our disappeared loved ones to their fate,” 
Alvarado Valdes said. “Unfortunately, over the 
years we have learned that this crisis has wors-
ened because the government and mafi as profi t 
from disappearances.”

Despite years of hardship, Alvarado Valdes 
remains determined to obtain justice for Monica 
and help other families do the same. Her trau-
matic experience with AFI helped her develop 
an acute awareness of the costs of government 
inaction and complicity in these cases.

“We’ve succeeded in sentencing those three 
men. But we couldn’t achieve more than that. 
You can’t do more because the government 
protects these criminals. When I get together 
with other families, with my friends and fellow 
victims, we all realise that our own govern-
ment is contributing to this terrible crisis,” she 
concluded.

Norma Andrade and the 
long battle for justice for 
disappeared women

As one of the founding members of May 
Our Daughters Return Home, a Mexican non-
profi t association of mothers whose daughters 
have been victims of femicide in Ciudad Juarez, 
Chihuahua, Norma Andrade is very familiar 
with the emotional hardships, diffi culties and 
violence many mothers and families face in 
the search for their missing children. Andrade’s 
daughter, Lilia Alejandra Garcia Andrade, was 
disappeared on February 14, 2001, in Ciudad 
Juarez. Seven days later Lilia’s body was found 
wrapped in a blanket, with signs of physical 
and sexual assault.

Since then Andrade has become a fear-
less activist in Ciudad Juarez and has led the 
organisation of mothers for over 14 years in the 
hope of getting the murderers of their daughters 
arrested and convicted.

To date Andrade’s unrelenting activism has 
led to two attacks on her life. On  December 2, 
2011, Andrade was shot and wounded in her 
home in Ciudad Juarez by an unknown assail-
ant. Shortly afterwards, she moved to Mexico 
City for her safety. However, two months later, 
Andrade was again attacked by an unknown 
assailant outside her residence in the neigh-
bourhood of Coyoacan while she was taking 
her granddaughter to school. The attacker 
slashed Andrade in the face with a knife.

Since 2008, and especially after the second 
attack on Norma’s life, international human 
rights and women’s groups including the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights and 
the Nobel Women’s Initiative have called for 
immediate and effective protection for Norma 
Andrade and her family.

Despite these attacks and other threats 
against her life, Andrade has continued to 
organise in Ciudad Juarez for justice for vic-
tims of femicide. In a country where attention 
to femicides is minimal and where there are 
very few advances in investigations due to cor-
ruption and a lack of political will, Andrade is 
an activist and mother who has taken it upon 
herself to learn how to overcome bureaucratic 
barriers and apathy, on behalf of disappeared 
women and their families.

She has accompanied and advised families 
to investigate disappearances, promoted occu-
pational therapy for grief-stricken families, lob-
bied to change laws under the Penal Code of 
the State of Chihuahua that allow this and other 
violence to continue, and she has become an 
international spokesperson against the violation 
of women’s human rights in Mexico.

More recently, she joined the Task Force 
for Human Rights and Social Justice to organ-
ise workshops for middle- and high-school girls 
in Ciudad Juarez centred on preventing disap-
pearances. The workshops focus on telling the 
stories of how three young girls disappeared 
and aim to teach young girls how to identify, 
prevent and denounce potential kidnappers.

“I found my daughter murdered 14 years 
ago, and that’s the same amount of time that 
I’ve been organising,” Andrade explained. 
“I’ve learnt a lot along the way. I knew noth-
ing about law but I now know how to ground 
my demands and the rights that we are seeking.

“When we say we have the right to life, we 
know which clause in the constitution guaran-
tees that right. I can’t say that a femicide gets 

60 years of prison time for their crime if I don’t 
know the penal code and now I know the def-
inition of femicide,” she said. “I know what 
femicide means – we’ve learnt all this along 
the way, through organising.”

According to Andrade, there is still much 
to do in order to prevent crimes against women 
and attain justice. When Mexico and the entire 
world learnt of the disappearances of 43 teach-
ers’ college students from Ayotzinapa last Sep-
tember, Andrade pointed to the case of Navajo 
Creekin Chihuahua, where the remains of 80 
people have been uncovered in the last two 
years, most of them women, apparently vic-
tims of sex traffi cking. “Eighty remains have 
been identifi ed at Navajo Creek. Almost double 
the 43. And it’s worth asking ourselves why 43 
moves people and not 80.”

While she acknowledges that there is indif-
ference towards the disappearances of poor 
women, Andrade believes that people have 
to come together in the search for justice for 
all the disappeared persons of Mexico, from 
the Ayotzinapa 43 to the victims of femicide. 
“What I think is fundamental is unity. Unity 
between states, unity between mothers, because 
what unites us is the same pain. Even when the 
missing are men, the pain felt over the loss of 
a son is the same pain felt as the result of the 
loss of a daughter.”

A national crisis
What ties mothers like Alvarado Valdes and 

Andrade together isn’t just the pain of losing 
a child but the indignation towards a govern-
ment that has permitted impunity, corruption 
and violence to take the lives of thousands of 
Mexicans. It is a shared pain and indignation 
that has declared the state as the prime suspect 
for the disappearances and murders of Monica, 
Lilia and thousands more unnamed victims.

The UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, visited Mexico 
in October and issued a stark assessment of the 
state of human rights in the country. He met 
with President Enrique Pena Nieto, other gov-
ernment offi cials, and with NGOs and civil 
society. What the High Commissioner found is 
a reality that many mothers of disappeared per-
sons in Mexico are all too familiar with.

Al Hussein concluded that at least 151,233 
people were killed between December 2006 

Time stands still for the mothers
of Mexico’s disappeared

Activist and victim Norma Andrade (left) of the organizatio
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and August 2015 in Mexico. Additionally, at 
least 26,000 have gone missing – although 
activist and non-governmental organisations 
like Services and Consulting for Peace (SERA-
PAZ) say the real fi gure is much higher.

The offi cial fi gure of “people not found” 
in Mexico since 2006 has fl uctuated under the 
administration of Pena Nieto. The contradictory 
fi gures released by the Mexican government, 
and the information labyrinth that investiga-
tors and human rights activists must navigate 
to track disappearances, get to the core of 
Mexico’s human rights crisis. The ineptitude 
and reluctance with which the Mexican gov-
ernment has approached the disappearances 
crisis refl ects a structural problem in Mexico. 
It is a state policy to use impunity, corrup-
tion and ineffectual judicial mechanisms and 
investigations to sustain violence and terror – 
to sustain, or ignore, the human rights crisis of 
disappearances.

The US government is also complicit in 
Mexico’s human rights crisis. Under the Merida 
Initiative, the US has invested more than US$2 
billion since 2006 to militarise Mexico under 
the pretext of fi ghting drug cartels. It has thus 
funded the security forces largely responsible 
for these human rights abuses. Instead of miti-
gating violence, it has heightened it to unbear-
able levels. 

In a press conference, Al Hussein explained 
that his visit to Mexico was “sobering with 
regard to the daily realities for millions of 
people here in Mexico”. According to the High 
Commissioner, “it is neither myself, my offi ce, 
the UN, nor state offi cials who can declare 
enough is being done or has been done. It is 
only the people who can do this, especially the 
most disadvantaged, the victims or families of 
victims of crime who have the credibility to 
pass judgement.”

The mothers of Mexico’s disappeared have 
echoed these sentiments. At the conclusion of 
the International Forum on Disappearances in 
Mexico, Andrade called out the Mexican gov-
ernment as responsible for her and thousands of 
other mothers’ suffering. “What must unite us 
is this pain, a united front against our common 
enemy, which is the state, our real enemy, even 
more than any criminal group involved in these 
cases.”
Third World Resurgence 

Fidel Castro Ruz 

We don’t need the empire to give us anything. Our efforts will 
be legal and peaceful, because our commitment is to peace and 
fraternity among all human beings who live on this planet.

The kings of Spain brought us the conquistadores and masters, 
whose footprints remained in the circular land grants assigned to those 
searching for gold in the sands of rivers, an abusive and shameful form 
of exploitation, traces of which can be noted from the air in many 
places around the country.

Tourism today, in large part, consists of viewing the delights of 
our landscapes and tasting exquisite delicacies from our seas, and is 
always shared with the private capital of large foreign corporations, 
whose earnings, if they don’t reach billions of dollars, are not worthy 
of any attention whatsoever.

Since I fi nd myself obliged to mention the issue, I must add – prin-
cipally for the youth – that few people are aware of the importance of 
such a condition, in this singular moment of human history. I would 
not say that time has been lost, but I do not hesitate to affi rm that we 
are not adequately informed, not you, nor us, of the knowledge and 
conscience that we must have to confront the realities which challenge 
us.

“Whoever attempts to appropriate Cuba will reap only the dust of 
its soil drenched in blood, if he does not perish in the struggle,” stated 
the glorious Black leader Antonio Maceo. Máximo Gómez is likewise 
recognised as the most disciplined and discreet military chief in our 
history.

Looking at it from another angle, how can we not admire the 
indignation of Bonifacio Byrne when, from a distant boat returning 
him to Cuba, he saw another fl ag alongside that of the single star and 
declared, “My fl ag is that which has never been mercenary ...” imme-
diately adding one of the most beautiful phrases I have ever heard, “If 
it is torn to shreds, it will be my fl ag one day ... our dead raising their 
arms will still be able to defend it!”

Obama was born in August of 1961, as he himself explained. More 
than half a century has transpired since that time.

Let us see, however, how our illustrious guest thinks today:
“I have come here to bury the last remnant of the Cold War in the 

Americas. I have come here to extend the hand of friendship to the 
Cuban people,” followed by a deluge of concepts entirely novel for the 
majority of us:

“We both live in a new world, colonised by Europeans,” the US 
President continued, “Cuba, like the United States, was built in part 
by slaves brought here from Africa. Like the United States, the Cuban 
people can trace their heritage to both slaves and slave-owners.”

The native populations don’t exist at all in Obama’s mind. Nor 
does he say that the Revolution swept away racial discrimination, or 
that pensions and salaries for all Cubans were decreed by it before Mr 
Barrack Obama was 10 years old. The hateful, racist bourgeois custom 
of hiring strongmen to expel Black citizens from recreational centres 
was swept away by the Cuban Revolution – that which would go down 
in history for the battle against apartheid that liberated Angola, putting 
an end to the presence of nuclear weapons on a continent of more than 
a billion inhabitants.

This was not the objective of our solidarity, but rather to help the 
peoples of Angola, Mozambique, Guinea Bissau and others under the 
fascist colonial domination of Portugal.

In 1961, just one year and three months after the triumph of the 
Revolution, a mercenary force with armoured artillery and infantry, 
backed by aircraft, trained and accompanied by US warships and air-
craft carriers, attacked our country by surprise. Nothing can justify that 
perfi dious attack which cost our country hundreds of losses, including 
injuries and deaths.

As for the pro-Yankee assault brigade, no evidence exists any-
where that it was possible to evacuate a single mercenary. Yankee 
combat planes were presented before the United Nations as the equip-
ment of a Cuban uprising.

The military experience and power of this country is very well 
known. In Africa, they likewise believed that revolutionary Cuba 
would be easily taken out of the fi ght. The invasion via south-
ern Angola by racist South African motorised brigades got close to 
Luanda, the capital in the eastern part of the country. There a struggle 
began which went on for no less than 15 years. I wouldn’t even talk 
about this, if I didn’t have the elemental duty to respond to Obama’s 
speech in Havana’s Alicia Alonso Grand Theatre.

Nor will I attempt to give details, only emphasise that an honour-
able chapter in the struggle for human liberation was written there. In a 
certain way, I hoped Obama’s behaviour would be correct. His humble 
origin and natural intelligence were evident. Mandela was impris-
oned for life and had become a giant in the struggle for human dignity. 
One day, a copy of a book narrating part of Mandela’s life reached 
my hands, and – surprise! – the prologue was by Barack Obama. I 
rapidly skimmed the pages. The miniscule size of Mandela’s hand-
writing noting facts was incredible. Knowing men such as him was 
worthwhile.

Obama made a speech in which he uses the most sweetened words 
to express: “It is time, now, to forget the past, leave the past behind, let 
us look to the future together, a future of hope. And it won’t be easy, 
there will be challenges and we must give it time; but my stay here 
gives me more hope in what we can do together as friends, as family, 
as neighbours, together.”

I suppose all of us were at risk of a heart attack upon hearing these 
words from the President of the United States. After a ruthless block-
ade that has lasted almost 60 years, and what about those who have 
died in the mercenary attacks on Cuban ships and ports, an airliner full 
of passengers blown up in midair, mercenary invasions, multiple acts 
of violence and coercion?

Nobody should be under the illusion that the people of this dig-
nifi ed and selfl ess country will renounce the glory, the rights, or the 
spiritual wealth they have gained with the development of education, 
science and culture.

I also warn that we are capable of producing the food and material 
riches we need with the efforts and intelligence of our people. We do 
not need the empire to give us anything. Our efforts will be legal and 
peaceful, as this is our commitment to peace and fraternity among all 
human beings who live on this planet. 
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Neil Clark

If “Get Putin” really was the 
agenda behind the data leaks as 
some believe, then the plan seems 
to have backfi red as it is US ally 
David Cameron who is currently 
feeling the most heat from the 
revelations. 

Suspicions that this was a “hit 
job” on an “offi cial enemy” of the US 
stem from the timing of the Panama 
Papers release – just one week after 
Russia helped the Syrian Army liber-
ate Palmyra from ISIS, thus pushing 
back US plans for regime change in 
Syria still further – and that the docu-
ments had been shared with two par-
ticular organisations, the Organised 
Crime and Corruption Reporting 
Project (OCCRP) and the Interna-
tional Consortium of Investigative 
Journalists (ICIJ) which receives 
funding from George Soros’ Open 
Society Institutes – and in the case 
of the former, USAID.

But if we are indeed talking 
about a US/Soros conspiracy to 
foment trouble in Russia in a parlia-
mentary election year, then it’s a plan 
which seems to owe more to Baldrick 
than Albert Einstein.

While “offi cial enemies” Putin 
and Assad duly made the headlines 
on day one of the news leak, the story 
has now moved on and threatens to 
jeopardise the careers of individuals 
Washington surely wouldn’t want to 
see affected. Furthermore, the leaks 
also put into the spotlight the turbo-
globalist, elite-friendly economic 
system designed not in Russia, but 
by self-styled “free marketers” in the 
US and Britain in the 1970s. 

A Pandora’s Box has been 
opened by the Panama leaks and 
– ironically given the ICIJ and the 
OCCRP’s funding – it’s billionaire 
global capitalists like George Soros 

who have done very well out of the 
economic changes of the last 40 years 
who have most to fear from the popu-
list backlash.

Here’s the rub: Since the late 
1970s and the advent of Thatcher-
ism and Reagonomics, we’ve seen 
a massive transfer of wealth from 
the majority to the super-rich as 
elite-friendly neo-liberal policies 
replaced the more collectivist ones 
which operated in the 30 or so years 
following World War II.

In Britain, a report of the OECD 
in 2011 found the income share of 
the top one percent more than dou-
bled in the period 1970 to 2005. 
Last October, Oxfam revealed that 
half the world’s wealth was in the 
hands of just one percent of the 
population.

The Panama leaks, described by 
whistleblower Edward Snowden as 
“the biggest leak in the history of 
data journalism,” show us how the 
global super-rich exploit the cur-
rent system still further to keep their 
wealth away from the taxman – and 
get even richer at our expense.

And what the revelations make 
clear is that the super-rich wouldn’t 
be able to do this without the help 
of banks, lawyers, accountants and 
other intermediaries who most clear-
ly do not act in the public interest.

British neo-cons and Sorosian 
“liberals” who no doubt gloated over 
the headlines in the US and Britain 
involving Putin and Assad really 
don’t have anything to shout about, 
because while no one named in the 
leaks comes out smelling of roses, 
it’s Washington’s most obedient ally 
– Britain – and its political and fi nan-
cial elites that arguably come out of 
this scandal worst of all.

The more we read about the 
leaks, the more we understand the 
key role of the City of London, 

British overseas territories and 
Crown Dependencies in the global 
tax avoidance system.

After Hong Kong (which don’t 
forget was a British Dependent Ter-
ritory until 1997), UK fi rms fi gure 
more than the firms of any other 
countries in the Panama Papers. 

All in all, 1,900 British fi rms 
feature, and more than half of the 
300,000 fi rms believed to have used 
the services of Mossack-Fonesca are 
registered in British overseas territo-
ries or Crown dependencies.

The role of British banks, such 
as HSBC, Rothschild and Coutts 
in helping the rich stash their gains 
away in tax-havens has also been 
highlighted.
RT 

US/Soros plot 

backfi res?

Panama Papers

Where have all 
the Americans gone?
Danny Vinik

There are a few interesting aspects 
in the story of “Panama Papers” – 
the materials released to compro-
mise a great deal of politicians and 
their offshore assets – that deserve 
special attention.

The materials were released by 
the International Consortium for 
Investigative Journalism. However, 
as it appears, this consortium is “not 
quite international.” There are many 
public fi gures and policy-makers in 
the papers indeed, including Putin’s 
acquaintances, Ukrainian President 
Poroshenko, British politicians and 
so on. The question is about those 
fi gures whose names do not appear 
in the papers.

The Panama papers do not 
include any names of US offi cials. 
Looks interesting, does it not? One 
shall assume that the United States 
of America is home to world’s most 
honest, incorruptible offi cials, who 
have absolutely no money anywhere 
and no offshore accounts either.

This idea may come to mind to 
many people especially when they 
think of recent scandals with Hillary 
Clinton and her efforts to protect a 
Swiss bank from the IRS.

The authors of the investigation 
were sponsored by USAID. Natu-
rally, it is very uncomfortable to 
investigate the deeds of sponsors. 
This is the key to the “American 
silence.”

The results of the investigation 
conducted by the International Con-
sortium for Investigative Journalism 
appear raw. The authenticity of the 
provided documents has not been 
established, plus the whole report 
makes references to “very anony-
mous and reliable” sources. It is 
hard to understand whose accounts 
appear in the papers. Oh, and the 
icing on the cake is “the secret 
friend of Putin, a cellist.”

Why not an accordion player or 
a toast master? Noteworthy, Drew 
Sullivan, one of the “authors” of all 

this “universal reveal” was a stand-
up comedian in the past, who had 
received millions from the State 
Department.

“Sullivan is the founder of Jour-
nalism Development Network. It 
is not quite clear what this agency 
deals with exactly – it has no offi -
cial website. However, it is known 
that this organisation not just reg-
ulates the OCCRP (Organised 
Crimea and Corruption Reporting 
Project), but also acts as a fi nancial 
seal between the latter and the US 
government,” investigator Roman 
Golovanov wrote.

“In general, Journalism Devel-
opment receives huge funds from 
both the USAID and the US State 
Department,” he continues while 
publishing reports about multimil-
lion-dollar grants that the organisa-
tion had received.

“As we can see, this is a typi-
cal example of a grant-eater and 
its founder, who is fi rmly addicted 
to the fi nancial needle of the State 
Department and USAID, and there-
fore acts as an instrument of US-led 
foreign policy. It is worthy of note 
that Sullivan’s organisation not only 
masters the funds of US taxpay-
ers but also directs fi nancial fl ows 
in Russia,” the expert wrote. Spe-
cifi cally, the money comes to the 
Novaya Gazeta newspaper, which 
the author recommends for inspec-
tion to at least six tax agencies.

“The widely publicised inves-
tigation about Putin has gone down 
the drain as a collection of charges 
that do not reveal anything. In fact, 
they have made news out of thin air 
to promote it through ‘loyal’ and 
simply Russia-unfriendly media,” 
he said.

“This is an information attack, 
rather than journalism. Key publica-
tions on the website of the primary 
source (ISIJ) and the international 
media (the UK Guardian, USA 
Today, etc) say a lot about the Rus-
sian president, but much more alle-
gations against Poroshenko, Xi 

Jinping’s family members and other 
personas do not appear to raise any 
interest with anyone,” Golovanov 
adds. 

“Why this attack has come at 
this particular moment is clear as 
well. There are large federal elec-
tions coming up, and this is a 
brainwashing attempt to discredit 
reputable individuals. Have you 
paid attention to the fact that there 
are no Americans in the report? Is it 
because the sponsors of this ‘inves-
tigative organisation’ are in Wash-
ington? This is a moth-eaten story 
of he who pays the piper calls the 
tune,” he suggests.

Russian bloggers continue. Sta-
nislav Yakovlev, for example, wrote 
the obvious: “The concept of ‘confi -
dential’ is now either just a word or 
a bad joke.”

“A ‘leak’ appears to be a legal 
and socially approved way of obtain-
ing information. Starting from yes-
terday, working with ‘information 
leaks’ has offi cially become noble 
and even heroic work,” he wrote. 

In general, we are witnessing 
not just a method of information 
warfare, but, a global and national 
standard of democratic politics. 
What is the most democratic state in 
the world today, the stronghold of 
democracy? 

This is the USA, of course. In 
this country, an organisation of the 
US State Department uses this type 
of “investigation” as a method of 
work. This organisation showed 
everyone a bag and said that there 
was a cat inside – this is how this 
investigation can be described.

Many may now want to dig 
something up for American offi -
cials. Monica Lewinsky’s act in the 
Oval Offi ce and Hillary Clinton’s 
fi nancial scandals will seem to be 
baby talk in comparison.

The USAID has opened a Pan-
dora’s Box without realising what 
consequences these actions may 
lead to.
POLITICO.com 

David Cameron with his father: Though he is not named in the reports himself, 

the British Prime Minister is linked to the so-called “Panama Papers” by his late 

father Ian Cameron, who died in 2010.
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ITABUNA, Brazil: Last week 
over one million Brazilians took 
to the streets across the country 
to protest a pending right-wing 
coup against the government 
of President Dilma Rousseff. In 
Brasilia, the nation’s capital, some 
150,000 people said “no” to the 
coup, shouting, “Stay Dilma!”

In the recent period, President 
Rousseff’s government has come 
under sharp attack from ruling class 
forces opposed to the government’s 
reforms. During its first term the 
Workers Party (PT), supported by 
both the Communist Party of Brazil 
(PCdoB) and centre parties, lifted 
millions of Brazilians out of pover-
ty through the federal government’s 
Bolsa Familia program initiated by 
former president Lula.

Millions of low-income Brazil-
ians received housing through social 
programs like “My House, My Life” 
implemented by the Workers Party-
led government.

In addition, the “More Doctors” 
program, aided by Cuba and other 
nations, has provided health care to 
populations in the most remote loca-
tions of the country. The program has 
been a huge success and has achieved 
the ideal target number of doctors per 
thousand inhabitants.

Earlier, during the Lula adminis-
tration (2003-2010), the government 
implemented an education quota 
policy, (Brazil’s version of affi rma-
tive action) and thousands of black 
students enrolled in public universi-
ties, where once seats were occupied 
predominantly by white middle class 
and rich students.

To put it mildly these social poli-
cies displeased the elite and reaction-
ary middle class.

These issues came to a head in 
the 2014 presidential elections which 
resulted in a small percentage differ-
ence between the two candidates who 
competed in the second round: Aécio 

Neves, candidate of the Party of Bra-
zilian Social Democracy (PSDB) a 
neo-liberal right-wing party, was sup-
ported by conservative and reaction-
ary parties and won 48.36 percent 
of the votes. Dilma Rousseff, repre-
senting the Workers Party and sup-
ported by the Communist Party and 
centrists, was re-elected with 51.64 
percent of the votes.

Rousseff then formed a coali-
tion government bringing together 
the government’s centre parties, the 
left and the Brazilian Democrat-
ic Movement Party (PMDB). The 
PMDB has the largest number of 
MPs in the House. Politically it can 
be defi ned as a centrist party, but is 
closely linked to conservative sec-
tors, with a history of supporting 
those who are in power.

In the election’s aftermath a 
reactionary wave led by right-wing 
and fascist organisations opposed 
to the social programs implement-
ed by Lula and Dilma Rousseff has 
intensifi ed.

This reactionary wave has the 
mass media at its disposal including 
Globo TV, and magazines like Veja 
and Isto é. These media outlets are 
the main means of forging popular 
discontent among those who have 
lost privileges due to the reduction 
of poverty and the admission of poor 
students to universities formerly 
accessible only to the rich.

Adding to this explosive mix a 
federal judge, Sergio Moro, through 
a police operation called “Lava 
Jato,” uncovered a corruption scan-
dal involving former directors of a 
public company and members of var-
ious political parties, including the 
PSDB, the PMDB, PT, DEM, and 
private company directors.

Moro, whose father was the 
founder of the PSDB in one of Bra-
zil’s states and whose wife is legal 
advisor to the PSDB, went on to 
share leaks of illegally taped con-
versations between former President 
Lula and President Rousseff, the 

purpose of which was to gain politi-
cal capital and embarrass both.

Notwithstanding any sensitive 
issues revealed in the leaked con-
versations there is no evidence that 
incriminates Lula. Moreover, Presi-
dent Rousseff has not been charged 
with any crime and was not even 
mentioned by informants in opera-
tion Lava Jato.

Operation Lava Jato is not related 
to the impeachment being debated in 
the House of Representatives. Here 
the grounds for impeachment is that 
the president used accounting mech-
anisms called “cycling” for some of 
the government’s social programs.

This is not a crime: cycling is a 
legal practice used by many manag-
ers in Brazil and other countries to 
enable fi nancial management.

Therefore, the process of 
impeachment against President 
Rousseff has the markings of a coup 
because according to the Constitution 

of the Brazilian Republic, to be 
impeached the president has to have 
committed a crime.

The PCdoB has been involved in 
the struggle against the coup because 
it understands it as an attack on 
democracy orchestrated by fascists 
and right-wing parties who have lost 
the last four presidential elections.

Today’s coup plotters are the 
same reactionary groups that gave the 
1964 coup support from Globo, the 
Order of Attorneys of Brazil (OAB) 
and newspapers such as Folha de São 
Paulo.

During this period that lasted 
until 1985, communists, students, 
artists and intellectuals were arrest-
ed, tortured and killed for fi ghting for 
the return of democracy. Therefore, 
communists of PCdoB, PT mem-
bers, students, intellectuals and social 
movements as well as artists have 
called upon Brazilians to mobilise 
against the coup and have occupied 

the streets since 2015 saying “Stay 
Dilma! There will be no coup!”

For this reason a Popular Front 
has been formed to mobilise the 
people to march in defence of 
democracy.

The fi rst march against the coup 
was in February, 2015, then again in 
April, August and December, 2015.

There have been demonstra-
tions in other countries including 
in Canada in front of the Brazilian 
embassy and in Portugal in front of 
the Faculty of Law of Lisbon. Bra-
zilians welcome these displays of 
solidarity. Dilma was democratical-
ly elected with the support of social 
movements representing the work-
ing class and should remain in offi ce 
to insure that the cause of Brazil’s 
workers moves forward. Democracy 
will not be amputated!
People’s World 

International

Over one million Brazilians took to the streets across the country to protest a pending right-wing coup.

Thousands tell PM to quit
Joana Ramino

BRITAIN: Hastily organised pro-
tests demanding David Cameron’s 
resignation following the Panama 
Papers revelations brought thou-
sands of people onto the streets of 
Britain last weekend.

Demonstrators gathered in the 
centre of Glasgow and Manchester 
and in front of Downing Street in 
London, later marching on a hotel 
where the Prime Minister had just 
publicly acknowledged mishandling 
the crisis.

The demonstrations, labelled 
#ResignCameron on social media, 
came less than 24 hours after the 
Prime Minister admitted that he had 
benefi ted from shares in his father’s 
Blairmore Holdings fund, once reg-
istered in a tax haven.

Teenager Lily Douglas sat 
down outside No 10 with her school 

friends for most of Saturday after-
noon because they wanted “David 
Cameron out of the government.”

She told the Morning Star: 
“He’s a rubbish Prime Minister.

“He doesn’t listen to his constit-
uency, he doesn’t show any respect 
for the working class.

“We’re here because of cuts to 
our services, cuts to our education, 
cuts to our jobs, cuts to our disabil-
ity services – it’s a horrible life to 
live.

“We don’t want him in there, we 
want someone who is actually going 
to respect us and represent us.”

The London demonstration 
moved between Westminster and 
the Connaught Rooms, where the 
Conservatives’ spring forum was 
taking place.

While protesters besieged the 
hotel, crying out: “We pay taxes, 
why won’t you?” Mr Cameron 

admitted he “could have handled 
this better” in what had not been “a 
great week.”

Green Party council candi-
date Alastair Binnie-Lubbock 
came to the protest in a fl oral shirt, 
shorts and sandals in tune with the 
“Panama” theme. He said: “We 
can’t wait until 2020 for [the Tories] 
to be out of offi ce because they are 
just going to try and sell everything 
off and there won’t be anything left 
for the people.

“They say we need to have all 
these cuts to public services, but 
actually they are just hiding money 
away in tax havens.”

The London protests went on 
well into the early evening, when 
the Metropolitan Police made three 
arrests, including two on “suspicion 
of breaching a dispersal notice.”
Morning Star 

Brazil

Workers say – 
“No to the coup”
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Reaction to Panama 
Papers tax leak
The Panama Papers lay bare the 
murky underside of a system that 
allows big business and the super 
rich to hide billions that they 
should be paying in tax.

Australians and people around 
the world should not have to 
depend on leaks like this to reveal a 
secret world of tax evasion and tax 
avoidance.

Shockingly, it has taken the work 
of 300 journalists trawling through 
millions of leaked records to reveal 
this information today. 

But Australia and other govern-
ments must act right now to make tax 
information public, instead of allow-
ing tax havens and the companies 
that use them to continue operating 
in secrecy. All it takes is the politi-
cal will.

Globally, well over US$100 bil-
lion is ripped out of poor countries 
due to tax avoidance and evasion 
every single year. This is shame-
ful when 400 million of the poor-
est people don’t even have access to 
basic healthcare.

At home, we know that 3 out 
of 5 companies listed on the Aus-
tralian Stock Exchange were found 
to have subsidiaries in tax havens 
in 2014. Since then, new data from 
the ATO has revealed large-scale tax 
minimisation by some of the same 
companies.

Tax avoidance is a local problem, 
as well as a global one – and the Aus-
tralian government must act now.

While ordinary Australians are 
being told as a nation we must “live 
within our means”, tax avoidance 
by multinationals and the super rich 
are drastically reducing these means, 
shrinking the pool of money that 
should be spent on essentials serv-
ices like health and education.

In this election year, we’re call-
ing on all parties to adopt a policy on 
tax transparency to stop the use of 
tax havens and ensure that compa-
nies disclose their profi ts and taxes 
publicly, for every country in which 
they operate.

Dr Helen Szoke
Oxfam Australia Chief Executive 

All lives matter
Reading our mainstream media 
it seems once again some lives do 

matter more than others. Over 
the last week, terrorist attacks 
in Brussels, Lahore and Bagh-
dad claimed over a 130 innocent 
people’s lives. But much of the 
western media only covered the 
Brussels attack in real depth and 
gave little coverage to the other 
attacks in non-Western countries.

In Brussels and Bagdad 31 
people died and in Lahore 69 people 
were killed, with hundreds wounded 
in these terrible attacks. But the mass 
media coverage of these bombings 
did not match the number of lives lost 
in each incident. 

The horror of terrorism affects 
many people throughout the world, 
more so in poorer, developing coun-
tries. But when the media doesn’t 
properly cover attacks outside of the 
Western world, it is very hard for 
people in the West to be conscious 
of this fact.

It leads to assumptions that ter-
rorists are only targeting Westerners 

and Christians, when people of all 
races and religions are being killed 
and injured. In fact, extremist groups 
like ISIS and Pakistani Taliban are 
killing more Muslims than people 
from other religions. Such lack of 
coverage also intimates that the 
lives of innocent people in Europe 
are more worthy than the innocent 
people who died in Lahore or Bagh-
dad and elsewhere.

Our mainstream media has a 
responsibility to appropriately report 
terrorist attacks wherever they occur, 
without bias towards race or religion 
of the victims, because all these lives 
are precious. All lives matter wher-
ever they are lost. 

Sending on my deepest sympathy 
and solidarity to all those suffering 
the loss of loved ones and to those 
people who were injured in these 
awful attacks.

Steven Katsineris
Vic

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

The massive leak of documents from Pan-
ama-based law fi rm Mossack Fonseca has 
focused attention on an aspect of capitalism 
that is regularly played down whenever it 
comes to light: the tax avoidance indus-
try. Mossack Fonseca describes itself as 
a law fi rm, but its core business it seems 
is advising its clients on ways to (legally) 
avoid paying tax. The very rich – the top 
one percent who paradoxically own most 
of everything – are very reluctant to share 
any of their wealth with the State, so that it 
can be used for the benefi t of the majority. 
In fact, they regard taxation of their profi ts 
as nothing short of theft.

The methods of tax avoidance are usually 
complex and often devious, involving dummy 
corporations or real companies based in off-
shore tax havens, taking advantage of foreign 
countries with laws pertaining to corporate tax 
that are far more lenient than those in the com-
pany’s country of origin. These countries pro-
vide their “tax shelter” in return for a relatively 
tiny share of the profi ts being “sheltered”. It’s 
money for nothing, really. Mossack Fonseca 
provided such services to hundreds perhaps 
thousands of members of the top one percent 
from Europe, Asia, the USA, even Australia. 
At time of writing, the British PM was desper-
ately trying to explain away his connections to 
the suddenly infamous Tax Dodge company. 

The corporate-controlled media, as one 
would expect, rallied to the defence of the tax-
dodging ultra-rich over the debacle, defl ecting 
attention away from capitalism as an institution 

and directing attention instead towards such 
luminaries as “friends of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin” (a case of guilt by association 
if ever I heard of one).It was also implied that 
the entire leadership of China was in some suit-
ably vague way caught up in the scandal. The 
Prime Minister of Denmark apparently really 
was and fell on his sword as a consequence, 
which provided another welcome diversion. 
Anything to stop people taking too close a look 
at the ramifi cations of the tax avoidance indus-
try. For that industry is concerned with more 
than merely maximising corporate profi ts.

It is concerned with moving – and espe-
cially with investing – black money, hidden 
money on which no tax is paid. Black money 
includes such things as the massive profi ts from 
drugs, gambling and vice, profi ts from legiti-
mate business which are undeclared and hidden 
from the government, and money that intelli-
gence agencies like the CIA want to provide 
to groups like the “Free Syrian Army” without 
Congressional interference. The instrumentali-
ties set up and operated by tax avoidance com-
panies are the preferred means of moving black 
money around the world. And it is a multi-mil-
lion – more probably multi-billion – dollar a 
year industry. 

Mossack Fonseca is based in Panama, but 
tax avoidance is by no means simply a Panama-
nian industry. In fact, “the largest location for 
managing foreign wealth,” as the Economist so 
politely puts it, is the USA. Mossack Fonseca 
itself had set up offi ces in Nevada and Wyo-
ming – described as “two of the most egregious 

tax havens in the US” by Nika Knight in the on-
line news commentary Common Dreams – “so 
as to better enable the fi rm to take advantage 
of those states’ lax laws on behalf of its inter-
national clients”.

And those laws really are lax. “The US is 
one of the easiest places to set up an anony-
mous shell company to move ill-gotten gains 
around the world. It’s also one of the most 
popular places to do so for the criminal and 
corrupt,” according to the UK-based anti-cor-
ruption group Global Witness.

In fact, as the English Guardian pointed 
out, “in 2015, in a ranking of tax havens most 
attractive for those looking to hide assets, the 
US came in third – surpassing Caymans and 
Singapore.” (Panama only rated number 13.)

Las Vegas Review-Journal columnist John 
L Smith noted “Although the casino indus-
try is often pointed to as a historical source of 
money laundering ... shell corporations are by 
far the biggest money laundering facilitation in 
Nevada – much bigger than the casinos. Casi-
nos want to keep the money in. Shell corpora-
tions are in the business of moving the money 
out.”

“Shell” companies are paper entities that 
“real” companies use to hide assets. They 
are so common in some US states they even 
advertise their benefi ts. “A corporation is a 
legal person created by state statute that can be 
used as a fall guy, a servant, a good friend or 
a decoy,” gushes a Wyoming company on its 
website. “A person you control ... yet cannot 
be held accountable for its actions. Imagine the 

possibilities!” And those possibilities extend 
way beyond tax avoidance.

US group Global Witness notes that anony-
mous shell companies created in tax havens like 
Delaware “have been used to make six-fi gure 
contributions to super PACs [Political Action 
Committees] backing nearly every major presi-
dential candidate this election cycle.” Indeed, 
as Common Dreams reported, the Clintons are 
in possession of a shell company themselves, 
and under current US law Hillary Clinton is not 
required to disclose its existence or its earnings 
in her campaign fi nance reports.

“As many have observed, the enormous 
scale of tax evasion around the world means 
that countries are relying on middle class and 
working class people to pay their taxes – while 
the one percent can secretly hopscotch their 
cash from haven to haven.” – Nika Knight, 
Common Dreams.

Globalisation, it seems, has erased the bor-
ders of nations for the world’s wealthiest. “The 
very idea of countries dissolves into an impos-
sibly complex digital network of shady deal-
ings, undertaken by those with no particular 
loyalty to country and plenty to themselves,” 
argues Fredrik deBoer in the journal Foreign 
Policy in a response to the Mossack Fonseca 
disclosures. “Even referring to the country of 
origin of the super-rich seems quaint. The rich 
are their own nation.”

As I have said before: Ain’t capitalism 
grand? 

Culture
&Lifeby

Rob Gowland

Fonseca 
lifts the lid

Ramon Fonseca, one of the founders of Panama’s Mossack Fonseca law fi rm.
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Richard Titelius

A reflection on the speech by US 
President Obama to the Cuban 
people and the reply by Fidel 
Castro (see page 7)

Many people around the world 
will have followed the visit by US 
President Obama and his wife 
Michelle to Cuba with some inter-
est. They are not alone in this as I 
have also been following the visit 
with keen interest – not only what 
was said but what was not said 
and done.

That tortured and silly hand-
shake was the least of it.

What was of most interest was 
the speech by Obama to the Cuban 
people from the Alicia Alonso the-
atre. It is disingenuous to say that, 
“People in both of our countries have 
sung along with pop singers Celia 
Cruz or Gloria Estefan and now 
listen to reggaeton or Pitbull.

Cruz and Estefan are or were 
both openly against the Cuban Rev-
olution – especially Estefan and her 
hankering for a Cuba that did not 
have socialism as can be heard on 
her song, “Mi Tierra” (My country). 

Cuba has its own home-grown 
exponents or representatives of Salsa 
and many other types of music which 
the Cuban people perform. As for the 
Rolling Stones playing in Havana, 
big deal! A performance at the Club 
Tropicana is worth a lot more with 
its high standard of music, dance, 
pure entertainment and real culture.

Obama used Martin Luther 
King Jnr’s quote, “We should not 
fear change, we should embrace it”, 
to take a shot at the Cuban Revolu-
tion, when it could just have easily 
been applied to himself and the US. 
The US should embrace socialism as 
the free market only makes capital 
free; it does not make people free. 
The social democrat in the US pres-
idential campaign, Bernie Sanders, 
is giving change a shot. I wonder if 
Obama has seen the movie about the 
global fi nancial crisis, The Big Short. 

The US media did not give much 
attention to the quote by the Cuban 
apostle Jose Marti used by Obama 
when he said, “Liberty is the right of 
every man to be honest, to think and 
to speak without hypocrisy”

Really!
How much hypocrisy was there 

in Obama’s speech? He was a hypo-
crite on the very next line!

“Every person should be equal 
under the law”. Were the Cuban Five 
accorded that treatment by the US 
legal system?

“I believe citizens should be free 
to speak their mind without fear and 
to organise and to criticise their gov-
ernment.” I’m sure Professor Noam 
Chomsky, the author of Manufactur-
ing Consent and Deterring Democ-
racy could give you an argument 
about how the corporate media con-
trols what will be said and how it 
will be said. One need only to read 
the opinions in Cuba’s nation news-
paper Granma to see the difference.

Don’t talk to me about freedom 
of the press in the US. The only 
place I could fi nd the entire text of 
the speech by Obama in English was 
on the Cuban government website. It 
is also on YouTube if people want to 
watch the performance.

The New York Times, LA Times
and Miami Herald for instance only 
reported those parts of Obama’s 
speech that were critical of Cuba, 
said nice things about the US, nice 
things about the Cuban people, but 
left out completely those parts of 
Obama’s speech that were critical 
of the US – “Flaws in the Ameri-
can system – economic inequality, 
the death penalty, racial discrimina-
tion, wars abroad ... and too much 
money in American politics.” There 
is no private money funding elec-
tion campaigns in Cuban democra-
cy. All citizens are free to nominate 
for public offi ce and all are free to 
vote and more than 90 percent par-
ticipate in the regular elections of the 
National Assembly.

Obama spoke of the US elec-
tion system as not being pretty at 
times and at other times frustrating 
but he couldn’t bring himself to say 
the name Donald Trump as it would 
have shot his argument down in 
fl ames.

But the proof of the US gov-
ernment’s good intentions will be 
when the Economic Blockade is 
lifted and territory of Guantánamo 
Bay that was taken from the Cuban 
people through the trickery of the 
Platt Amendment, is returned to the 

Cuban people (and not just the clo-
sure of that horrible prison with its 
legacy of rendition and torture).

On March 28, Fidel Castro 
offered his reply in Granma to 
Obama’s speech. Fidel reminded 
Obama and his fellow Cubans of 
the struggle to achieve independ-
ence from US imperialism around 
the time Obama was born in 1961, 
(at the time of the failed Bay of 
Pigs Invasion by exiles, funded and 
organised by the Kennedy adminis-
tration) saying, “Nobody should be 
under the illusion that the people of 
this dignifi ed and selfl ess country 
will renounce the glory, the rights or 
the spiritual wealth they have gained 
with the development of education, 
science and culture.”

Fidel concluded by warning, 
“We are capable of producing the 
food and material riches we need 
with the efforts and intelligence 
of our people. We do not need the 
empire to give us anything.” 
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John Pilger

A virulent if familiar censorship is about to 
descend on the US election campaign. As 
the cartoon brute, Donald Trump, seems 
almost certain to win the Republican Par-
ty’s nomination, Hillary Clinton is being 
ordained both as the “women’s candidate” 
and the champion of American liberalism in 
its heroic struggle with the Evil One.

This is drivel, of course; Hillary Clinton 
leaves a trail of blood and suffering around 
the world and a clear record of exploitation 
and greed in her own country. To say so, how-
ever, is becoming intolerable in the land of 
free speech.

The 2008 presidential campaign of Barack 
Obama should have alerted even the most 
dewy-eyed. Obama based his “hope” campaign 
almost entirely on the fact of an African-Amer-
ican aspiring to lead the land of slavery. He was 
also “anti-war”.

Obama was never anti-war. On the contrary, 
like all American presidents, he was pro-war. 
He had voted for George W Bush’s funding 
of the slaughter in Iraq and he was planning 
to escalate the invasion of Afghanistan. In the 
weeks before he took the presidential oath, he 
secretly approved an Israeli assault on Gaza, 
the massacre known as Operation Cast Lead. 
He promised to close the concentration camp 
at Guantánamo and did not. He pledged to help 
make the world “free from nuclear weapons” 
and did the opposite.

As a new kind of marketing manager for the 
status quo, the unctuous Obama was an inspired 
choice. Even at the end of his blood-spattered 
presidency, with his signature drones spread-
ing infi nitely more terror and death around the 
world than that ignited by jihadists in Paris and 
Brussels, Obama is fawned on as “cool” (UK 
Guardian).

On March 23, Counterpunch published my 
article, “A World War has Begun: Break the 
Silence”. As has been my practice for years, I 
then syndicated the piece across an internation-
al network, including Truthout.com, the liberal 
American website. Truthout publishes some 
important journalism, not least Dahr Jamail’s 
outstanding corporate exposés.

Truthout rejected the piece because, said an 
editor, it had appeared on Counterpunch and 
had broken “guidelines”. I replied that this had 
never been a problem over many years and I 
knew of no guidelines.

My recalcitrance was then given another 
meaning. The article was reprieved provided I 
submitted to a “review” and agreed to chang-
es and deletions made by Truthout’s “editorial 
committee”. The result was the softening and 
censoring of my criticism of Hillary Clinton, 
and the distancing of her from Trump. The fol-
lowing was cut:

“Trump is a media hate fi gure. That alone 
should arouse our scepticism. Trump’s views 
on migration are grotesque, but no more gro-
tesque than David Cameron. It is not Trump 
who is the Great Deporter from the United 
States, but the Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Barack Obama ... The danger to the rest of us 
is not Trump, but Hillary Clinton. She is no 
maverick. She embodies the resilience and vio-
lence of a system ... As presidential election day 
draws near, Clinton will be hailed as the fi rst 

female president, regardless of her crimes and 
lies – just as Barack Obama was lauded as the 
fi rst black president and liberals swallowed his 
nonsense about ‘hope’.”

The “editorial committee” clearly wanted 
me to water down my argument that Clinton 
represented a proven extreme danger to the 
world. Like all censorship, this was unaccepta-
ble. Maya Schenwar, who runs Truthout, wrote 
to me that my unwillingness to submit my work 
to a “process of revision” meant she had to take 
it off her “publication docket”. Such is the gate-
keeper’s way with words.

At the root of this episode is an enduring 
unsayable. This is the need, the compulsion, of 
many liberals in the United States to embrace 
a leader from within a system that is demon-
strably imperial and violent. Like Obama’s 
“hope”, Clinton’s gender is no more than a 
suitable façade.

This is an historical urge. In his 1859 essay 
On Liberty, to which modern liberals seem 
to pay unfl agging homage, John Stuart Mill 
described the power of empire. “Despotism 
is a legitimate mode of government in dealing 
with barbarians,” he wrote, “provided the end 
be their improvement, and the means justifi ed 
by actually effecting that end.” The “barbar-
ians” were large sections of humanity of whom 
“implicit obedience” was required.

“It’s a nice and convenient myth that lib-
erals are the peacemakers and conservatives 
the warmongers,” wrote the British historian 
Hywel Williams in 2001, “but the imperialism 

of the liberal way may be more dangerous 
because of its open ended nature – its convic-
tion that it represents a superior form of life 
[while denying its] self righteous fanaticism.” 
He had in mind a speech by Tony Blair in the 
aftermath of the 9/11 attacks, in which Blair 
promised to “reorder this world around us” 
according to his “moral values”. The carnage 
of a million dead in Iraq was the result.

Blair’s crimes are not unusual. Since 
1945, some 69 countries – more than a third 
of the membership of the United Nations – 
have suffered some or all of the following. 
They have been invaded, their governments 
overthrown, their popular movements sup-
pressed, their elections subverted and their 
people bombed.

The historian Mark Curtis estimates the 
death toll in the millions. With the demise of 
the European empires, this has been the project 
of the liberal fl ame carrier, the “exceptional” 
United States, whose celebrated “progressive” 
president, John F Kennedy, according to new 
research, authorised the bombing of Moscow 
during the Cuban crisis in 1962.

“If we have to use force,” said Madeleine 
Albright, US secretary of state in the liberal 
administration of Bill Clinton and today a pas-
sionate campaigner for his wife, “it is because 
we are America. We are the indispensable 
nation. We stand tall. We see further into the 
future.”

One of Hillary Clinton’s most searing 
crimes was the destruction of Libya in 2011. At 

her urging, and with American logistical sup-
port, NATO, launched 9,700 “strike sorties” 
against Libya, according to its own records, of 
which more than a third were aimed at civilian 
targets. They included missiles with uranium 
warheads. See the photographs of the rubble of 
Misurata and Sirte, and the mass graves identi-
fi ed by the Red Cross. Read the UNICEF report 
on the children killed, “most [of them] under 
the age of ten”.

In Anglo-American scholarship, followed 
slavishly by the liberal media on both sides 
of the Atlantic, infl uential theorists known as 
“liberal realists” have long taught that liber-
al imperialists – a term they never use – are 
the world’s peace brokers and crisis manag-
ers, rather than the cause of a crisis. They have 
taken the humanity out of the study of nations 
and congealed it with a jargon that serves war-
mongering power. Laying out whole nations 
for autopsy, they have identifi ed “failed states” 
(nations diffi cult to exploit) and “rogue states” 
(nations resistant to western dominance).

Whether or not the targeted regime is a 
democracy or dictatorship is irrelevant. In the 
Middle East, western liberalism’s collabora-
tors have long been extremist Islamists, lately 
Al-Qaeda, while cynical notions of democracy 
and human rights serve as rhetorical cover for 
conquest and mayhem – as in Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Libya, Syria, Yemen, Haiti, Honduras. See the 
public record of those good liberals Bill and 
Hillary Clinton. Theirs is a standard to which 
Trump can only aspire. 

Trump and Clinton: 
Censoring the unpalatable
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