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War clouds

Anna Pha

US President Barack Obama, in a recent
interview with the Atlantic magazine,
threatened “there is potential for conflict
with China” if it continues to antagonise
its neighbours. The “antagonise” tag is a
reference to China’s reclamation and use
of hotly disputed islands in the South East
China Sea. “In terms of traditional great-
state relationships, I do believe that the
relationship between the United States
and China is going to be the most critical,”
Obama said. (The Atlantic “The Obama
Doctrine”, April 2016)

Australia’s 2016 Defence White Paper
(DWP), which was released towards the end of
February, reads along similar lines: “The roles
of the United States and China and the rela-
tionship between them will continue to be the
most strategically important factors in the Indo-
Pacific region.”

“I think we have to be firm where China’s
actions are undermining international interests,
and if you look at how we’ve operated in the
South China Sea, we have been able to mobi-
lise most of Asia to isolate China in ways that
have surprised China, frankly, and have very
much served our interest in strengthening our
alliances,” Obama continued.

Australia as a loyal deputy has facilitated
the US in its efforts to isolate and surround
China. “The United States will remain the pre-
eminent global military power and will con-
tinue to be Australia’s most important strategic
partner,” the DWP says as though the US has
some arbitrary, self-anointed role as global cop.

Militarisation of region

The US, on the other side of the Pacific
Ocean, has militarised the Asia Pacific region.
Apart from its bases, training and other facili-
ties in Australia, the US has in:

* South Korea — more than 27,000 troops and
plans for a missile defence system
Japan — more than 48,000 troops
Philippines — more troops and weapons
Guam — the small island has more than
6,000 military personnel
Western Pacific — US Pacific Fleet which
include six core battle groups and eight
destroyer squadrons
Singapore — naval base, key logistics and
maintenance hub for Navy and Air Force
South China Sea — flights and ships
provocatively ignoring China’s warnings
Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean also plays
an important strategic role.

Military domination serves three key
purposes.

The first is to feed the corrupt and bloated
military industrial complex and its insatiable

Halt the erosion of
Australia’s democracy

appetite for super profits which can only be
made from wars.

The second is to maintain its economic
domination, where this cannot be achieved by
other means.

The third is to halt and stifle the develop-
ment of progressive political alternatives and
other independent, sovereign forces that reject
its imperialist domination.

In other words, the US is not prepared to
countenance any power that challenges its
global economic, political or military hegemo-
ny. It is prepared to go to any lengths to ensure
that, including war — even nuclear war.

The DWP’s main focus is on the Asia-
Pacific region where China has extended its
influence or may do so in the future.

For some years, the US has had a policy of
containment and the aim of breaking up China
into smaller states and ending the rule of the
Communist Party of China.

Sovereignty for sale

The DWP sets out to deepen and acceler-
ate the integration of Australian military in the
US war machine. The most recent announce-
ment is for US long range, heavy bombers to
be stationed in Darwin. US forces and air force
bomber planes already use Australia’s Brad-
shaw Military Base near Darwin for exercises
and reconnaissance.

In early April 2015, US Lieutenant Colo-
nel Dougherty proclaimed Australia to be an
empty place: “You guys have opened up your
homes to us. We’re living in your guesthouse.
The outback truly is out back, with vast wide-
open spaces. There’s things we can do here we
cannot do back in the States. [In the US] it’s
very restricted; you have to worry about safety
considerations like not shooting other units as
you train. Here you don’t have those issues. It’s
a blank slate.”

Terra nullius is alive and well, with no rec-
ognition of Aboriginal communities or Abo-
riginal land.

Apart from a few patrol boats, the massive
10-year program for $195 billion additional
spending on expanding Australia’s war capa-
bility has little to do with the defence of Aus-
tralia. It is offensive in nature. The main focus
is on maritime and long distance warfare, far
from our shores. The target is China.

Profits of war

The government is purchasing 72 F-35A
long range, joint strike fighters from Lockheed-
Martin at a cost of $17 billion — that is before
the blow-outs. Production was commenced
prior to testing and the planes may require ret-
rofits at even more cost (See transcript, ABC’s
Background Briefing program, Radio Nation-
al 06-03-2016). The first are expected to be
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operational by 2018. BAE Systems is part of
the team building them.

According to Lockheed-Martin, the “F-35A
is characterised by a low profile design; inter-
nal weapons and fuel carriage; advanced
radar; electro-optical and infrared sensors with
advanced voice and data link communications;
and the ability to employ a wide range of air-
to-surface and air-to-air weapons.”

The seven high altitude MQ-4C Triton
unmanned aircraft on Defence Minister Marise
Payne’s shopping list are unarmed, long-range,
remotely piloted aircraft which will undertake
other intelligence, surveillance and recon-
naissance tasks. The supplier is Northrop
Grumman.

The manufacturer for the seven long range,
high altitude MQ-4C Triton unmanned aircraft
are also from Northrop Grumman.

Culture & Life
History re-written

The six E-7A Wedgetail Airborne Early
Warning and air-to-air refuelling aircraft, the
12 carrier-based EA-18G Growler Electronic
Attack aircraft, the eight P-8 Poseidon for anti-
submarine warfare, are amongst the purchases
from Boeing.

These companies are part of the corrupt
military complex, that through its lobbyists and
swinging doors with the Pentagon ensure that
the US never runs out of wars.

Even before the US announced its US Pivot
into Asia-Pacific in 2011, more than 320,000
US troops and marines were already stationed
in the Asia-Pacific. This number will grow
much higher over the next five years with the
announcement that 60 percent of the US mili-
tary, naval, air and ground forces will be shifted
to Asia-Pacific by 2020.

Continued on page 2

Standing up for safety
is not a “racket”
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Which system?
The capitalist system!

Banks aren’t popular with the people of Australia. Once trusted
institutions are now held in contempt for their manipulative be-
haviour towards small account holders through unjustifiable fees,
for example. Last year, the now privately owned Commonwealth
Bank was embroiled in a scandal over dodgy and self-serving fi-
nancial advice. The latest revelations concerning Comminsure, the
Commonwealth’s insurance arm, have surely sunk the bank’s self-
proclaimed reputation for ethical behaviour and, along with it, that
of the whole privately-owned and under-regulated financial sector.

Dr Benjamin Koh has blown the whistle on Comminsure’s
treatment of claims from terminally and other extremely ill policy
holders. He alleges Comminsure deleted and altered documents that
confirm policy holders’ entitlement to a payout and that medical
professionals are bullied to provide opinion helpful to Comminsure’s
bottom line. ABC TV’s Four Corners program last week introduced
the viewing public to several of the very ill victims of this drive
for profits.

Dr Koh has been sacked from Comminsure. The bank claims
this was for “serious and repeated breaches of customer privacy
and trust involving highly sensitive personal, medical and finan-
cial information over a lengthy period of time.” The former chief
medical officer is filing an unfair dismissal claim and stands by
the disclosures of improper practice he first made to the board of
the insurer.

The Four Corners program and subsequent newspaper reports
were widely discussed and roused a lot of anger in the community.
The example of Evan Pashalis is emblematic. He was diagnosed
with acute myeloid leukaemia and told he had less than a year to
live. Under the terms of his policy, he should have been entitled
to a payout of $480,000. “When Comminsure rejected my claim, I
wasn’t surprised,” he told The Age. “The type of tactics, the stalling
... I clued on straight away that they would do anything in their
powers to reject.”

You don’t have to be a personal customer of Comminsure to
wind up at the mercy of their assessors. Several superannuation
funds contract out their insurance responsibilities to Comminsure.
And it is not correct to think this “culture” involving unethical
methods in pursuit of profit is restricted to a single rogue member
of the “big four” group of banks. The examples that have come to
the surface are the tip of a very big iceberg. Earlier this month, a
former National Australia Bank financial adviser was banned for
five years for offences that include pretending to be someone else
in order to obtain information on a super fund.

Of course, dishonesty is spread right across industry in capitalist
societies. Substitution rackets, the underpayment of wages and enti-
tlements, skimping on health and safety practices, regularly leading
to death and disability, feature daily in the news and barely raise
an eyebrow. It is so common as to be of little note. It is a logical
development on the basic theft carried out under capitalism — the
private appropriation of wealth that is created socially.

The scope for this type of “business” has expanded markedly
in recent decades. De-regulation and privatisation of the open and
underhand kind have been top of the agenda of both major par-
ties. Corporations have been given a greater and greater role in
the provision of services once seen rightly as the responsibility of
governments. Medicare is under threat. So is TAFE and the CSIRO.
If health, education and research are fully privatised as dictated
by the planners of the corporate state, we will be confronted with
more and more profit-driven scandal.

We mustn’t throw our hands in the air and declare that this is
“human nature”. It’s not. It is part and parcel of capitalism and
there is an alternative. Socialism is a system of collective ownership
and control of the means of production directed towards meeting
the needs of people, including a healthy environment. The idea of
swapping capitalism for socialism has powerful, extremely influen-
tial, cunning and well-financed enemies. In this battle, the working
class and other exploited people have scant resources except for
one — their capacity to organise. The time has well and truly arrived
to get more organised for the struggles ahead.

PRESS FUND

Last week the NSW government moved to bypass current
environmental laws under which corporations that mine without
authority can be fined up to $1.1 billion plus $110,000 per day.
Instead, the government wants to apply an industry regulator
discretionary powers to merely fine the offending corporation
$5,000! The government also wants to increase police powers to
forcibly remove anti-mining demonstrators, and to take draconian
action against “lock-on” protestors. These blatant initiatives prove
the government is the servant of the mining industries and has no
commitment to protecting the environment. You can follow further
developments in the Guardian, but we need your support by way of
Press Fund contributions, so please send us something for the next
issue if you possibly can. Many thanks to this week’s contributors,
as follows:

G Spiers $60, Mark Mannion $5, “Rough Red” $5,
“Round Figure” $10, Eddie Seymour $25

This week’s total: $105 Progressive total: $1,995
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Concern over

An alarming rise in the number
of Aboriginal people being sent
to jail since the 1987 Royal Com-
mission into Aboriginal Deaths in
Custody, is according to the chief
numbers man in NSW, a matter of
“real concern”.

NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics
and Research chief Dr Don Weath-
erburn told the Koori Mail that the
number of Aboriginal people incar-
cerated was now 45 percent higher
than when the royal commission
examined high imprisonment rates
of Indigenous people back in the late
1980s.

And according to the latest fig-
ures released by the bureau, cou-
pled with the NSW government’s
tough-on-crime approach, the situ-
ation is unlikely to get better any
time soon.

“Back in March 2011, there
were 2,250 Aboriginal people in jail
in a total jail population of 10,000,”
Weatherburn said.

“That’s now up to 2,900 in
December 2015, of a total popula-
tion of 12,000.”

Weatherburn described the latest
figures as “a worrying result”.

“There wouldn’t be too many
Aboriginal people who don’t know
someone who has been to jail. It’s
become an ingrained way of life,” he
said. “Aboriginal people are just two
percent of the population yet they
make up 20 percent of the prison
population (in NSW).”

Weatherburn believes a
reason the prison population is
rising is because “the left hand (of

government) doesn’t know what the
right hand is doing”.

“We create alternatives like
suspended sentences or communi-
ty service, meanwhile government
introduces mandatory sentencing
and a ‘tough-on-crime’ approach,”
he said.

Police notice

Weatherburn said Aboriginal
people appeared more likely to come
under police notice for two reasons.
“There is still a big problem with vio-
lence and substance abuse in some
Aboriginal communities, but they
also get picked up more regularly
for minor offences like public order
offences,” he said.

“This creates a vicious cycle.”

Weatherburn said a rising prison
population, Indigenous or non-
Indigenous, was an area of “great
concern”. According to its latest
report, Why is the NSW prison pop-
ulation still growing?, BOCSAR
(NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics
and Research) found that between
June 2011 and September 2015, the
number of people in prison rose from
10,000 to 11,801, an increase of 18
percent.

“The increase since November
2014 has been particularly marked,
with an additional 1,421 prisoners
added to the population in just 10
months,” the report says.

Weatherburn said the figures
showed that current strategies to
reduce prison rates were not work-
ing, and a new strategy was needed.
“People massively overestimate the

effect that jail has in controlling
crime,” he said.

“If you get a 10 percent increase
in prison numbers you maybe get a
1.5 percent reduction in crime. You
are better off trying to get that reduc-
tion with treatment options, and cre-
ating jobs for people.

“The Americans have realised
this and they’ve been trying to empty
their prisons because they’ve woken
up to the fact that the system is not
working.

“It costs around $230 a day to
keep a person in prison. A far less
expensive option would be things like
community service orders, or sup-
porting people to real employment.

“It’s certainly something worth
exploring.”

Koori Mail &

War clouds gather

Continued from page 1

Mysterious 2% of GDP

There has been media specula-
tion over the source of Australia’s
defence budget target of two per-
cent of GDP. It appears the two per-
cent of GDP target comes from the
US and has been incorporated as a
NATO directive.

In March 2012, President
Obama told British Prime Minister
David: “We meet to reaffirm one
of the greatest alliances the world
has ever known.” Almost four years
later he warned Cameron that spe-
cial relationship might end if Britain
did not spend at least two percent of
its GDP on defence. Obama appar-
ently has no time for “free riders”.

When visiting Australia in
mid-November 2011, Obama said,
“The United States of America has
no stronger ally than Australia.”

At the same time Obama
and former PM Julia Gillard
announced plans for the US’s
“pivot” in Asia and the perma-
nent presence of 2,500 US forces
in Australia. The budgets that fol-
lowed saw rapid hikes in military
spending. The DWP commits to
military spending reaching the
US-set target of two percent within
five years.

It is absolute madness for Aus-
tralia to spend billions of dollars to
wage war. It makes even less sense
to wage war against our major
trading partner. The idea that such

a war will be confined to distant
seas or shores is simply a lie.

Australians are already feel-
ing the impact of its participation in
the military build-up being led by
the US. It is being funded by cuts
to health, education, social security
and other important services.

Only this week, the govern-
ment was again considering how to
reduce the age pension, this time by
including the value of the home in
the assets test.

In war, the only winners are the
military industrial complex and big
banks. An end to all wars and war
preparations, mutual respect of sov-
ereignty and independence is the
only way forward. &

Hands Off Timor’s Oil

According to international law the maritime boundaries between Australia and East
Timor should be along the halfway line, but the Australian Government refuses to

acknowledge this.

Two months before East Timor's independence, Australia withdrew from the maritime
boundary jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice — leaving East Timor with
limited avenues to challenge Australia’s unilateral depletion of contested oil fields.

During subsequent negofiations over oil and gas revenues the Australian Secret
Service fitted surveillance devices inside the Timorese cabinet room so it could spy on
government negotiators. The resulting temporary treaty is highly unfair to East Timor.

Australia is ripping-off one of the poorest nations in Asia.

It's time we stand in solidarity with East Timor and demand that our own government
resubmits to the Infernational Court of Justice.

ADELAIDE:
21 March = 12:30pm

outside Parliament House

SYDNEY:

23 March - 12:30pm

[3 meeting spofs)

at Archibald Fountain Hyde park
at Greenwood Plaza Nih Sydney
at DFAT offices, Angel Place, CBD
MELBOURNE:

24 March = 12:30pm

55 Colins St outside Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade

facebook.com/TimorSealustice
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Halt the erosion of
Avustralia’s democracy

Australia’s political parties
must stop eroding many of the
vital foundations of Australia’s
democracy, the Human Rights
Law Centre said in a new report
launched in Canberra last month.
Civil society leaders joined the
launch to highlight the critical
role that civil society plays in a
healthy and robust democracy.

“Open government, a free press,
a strong and diverse civil society and
the rule of law are some of the vital
foundations of our democracy. Yet
we are witnessing an unmistakeable
trend in Australia of governments
eroding these foundations with new
laws and practices that entrench
secrecy and stifle criticism and
accountability,” said Hugh de Kret-
ser, Executive Director of the Human
Rights Law Centre.

“We need to stop this corrosive
trend and strengthen our democracy.
This report outlines a way forward.
With an election later this year, it’s
time for our politicians to commit to
upholding our democracy,” said Mr
de Kretser.

The Safeguarding Democra-
¢y report documents how federal
and state governments are adopting
new laws and practices that under-
mine critical components of Austral-
ia’s democracy like press freedom,
the rule of law, protest rights, NGO
advocacy and courts and other
institutions. It outlines 38 recom-
mendations to stop the erosion and
strengthen our democracy.

Whistleblowers

The report documents increas-
ing government secrecy, particu-
larly in the areas of asylum seeker
policy and national security. The
Australian government has respond-
ed to whistleblowers with aggres-
sive reprisals. New metadata laws
give law enforcement agencies more
tools to expose journalists’ confiden-
tial sources.

“Australia is going backwards
on press freedom at a time when we
need it more than ever. Governments
are restricting access to informa-
tion, fortifying secrecy laws, stifling
whistleblowers and undermining the
confidentiality of journalists’ sourc-
es. A free press is essential to under-
pin a free and open democracy. We
must reverse this trend as a matter
of urgency,” said Professor David

Weisbrot, Chair of the Australian
Press Council.

“A free media is a fundamen-
tal part of a functioning democracy.
Anything that degrades that free-
dom also damages the system that
has made Australia one of the most
peaceful, stable, prosperous places
on the planet. The government has
been using national security as an
excuse to erode the space that jour-
nalists are able to work in, without
any apparent tangible gain in our
safety, or enough vigorous public
debate about the tradeoffs,” said jour-
nalist Peter Greste.

“Transparency is vital to pre-
vent and respond to misconduct and
abuse. Where secrecy flourishes,
human rights abuses become more
likely. The secrecy surrounding our
offshore processing regime means
that the Australian people are forced
to judge the merits of acts done in
their name without all of the facts on
the table, forcing whistleblowers to
take matters into their own hands.
We urgently need to wind back our
secrecy laws and increase the trans-
parency and accountability of this
regime,” said Mat Tinkler, Director
of Policy and Public Affairs at Save
the Children.

Attacks on advocacy

The report outlines ways that
federal and state governments are
increasingly using funding levers,
ranging from gag clauses in funding
agreements to targeted funding cuts,
to suppress advocacy and criticism
from community organisations.

“Community organisations make
a vital contribution to our society and
economy, from running homeless
shelters to supporting people with
disabilities to engage in the decisions
that affect them. Advocacy is a key
element of this contribution,” said Dr
Cassandra Goldie, CEO of the Aus-
tralian Council of Social Service.

“It improves laws and policies
and ensures the voices of vulnerable
groups are heard in policy debates.
Yet savage cuts through the last two
Federal Budgets have eroded the
contribution of many of these organ-
isations. Instead of removing support
for advocacy by community organi-
sations, governments should wel-
come and encourage it, even when
it’s uncomfortable for them. The
health of our democracy relies on it.”

“From the Franklin River to
the Great Barrier Reef, conserva-
tion groups have played a vital role
in protecting Australia’s special
places,” said Kelly O’Shanassy, CEO
of the Australian Conservation Foun-
dation. “Instead of trying to silence
conservation groups through political
attacks on charity tax concessions,
the government should encourage
them to speak out. It’s in all of our
interests.”

The Australian government has
de-funded a range of peak organi-
sations that represented the views
of their sectors and constituencies
including the representative body for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Peoples, the National Congress of
Australia’s First Peoples.

“Our organisation provides a
national voice for our people. It pro-
vides leadership, advocacy, advice
and expertise,” said Congress Co-
Chair Jackie Huggins. “Our board
is directly elected by our member-
ship which is open to all Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people and
organisations. The government has
cut our funding and appointed its
own hand-picked advisory group.
It’s a huge backward step for self-
determination, reconciliation and our
people’s future. It’s a huge backward
step for our democracy.”

Attacks on peaceful
protest

State governments in Tasmania,
Western Australia and Queensland
have enacted or proposed far-reach-
ing anti-protest laws that undermine
rights to peaceful protest.

“Australians know the funda-
mental importance of democratic
rights to gather, associate and protest.
From the eight hour day to Indige-
nous land rights, protests have played
a vital role in securing many of the
rights, laws and policies Australians
now enjoy and often take for granted.
Governments must abandon laws that
favour government and vested busi-
ness interests at the expense of the
democratic right to protest,” said Ged
Kearney, President of the Australian
Council of Trade Unions.

Sidelining the courts
The Australian government has

sought to undermine the capacity

and independence of the Australian
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“Transparency is vital to
prevent and respond fo
misconduct and abuse.
Where secrecy flourishes,
human rights abuses
become more likely.”

Human Rights Commission, slashing
its funding and engaging in belliger-
ent political attacks on its President
in response to her investigation into
human rights abuses against children
in immigration detention. The gov-
ernment has also sought to limit the
ability of courts to review govern-
ment conduct and publicly vilified
groups who challenge it in court.
“The unprecedented attacks on
the Australian Human Rights Com-
mission are symptomatic of the trend
of the Australian government trying
to remove limits on its own power,”
said Mr de Kretser. “Our independent
court system provides a vital check
on government yet the Australian
government is trying to sideline the
courts in critical areas like immigra-
tion detention and national security.
Groups that challenge government
action in the courts are being vili-
fied. Governments should promote
the rule of law, not undermine it.”
“The right to scrutinise decision

making under environmental protec-
tion laws is an important accounta-
bility mechanism that the Australian
government wants to restrict. Instead
of limiting the ability of environ-
mental groups to ensure govern-
ment complies with these laws, we
should be expanding it. We need to
remove barriers to public interest
legal action, not erect new ones,”
said Brendan Sydes, CEO of Envi-
ronmental Justice Australia.

Reversing the
regression

The report welcomes the repeal
of excessive “move on” powers by
the Victorian government and the
removal of gag clauses from funding
contracts by the Queensland govern-
ment. It outlines a range of further
steps needed at both federal and state
level to reverse the trend of eroding
our democracy and safeguard our
democracy. @

Vigil demanding that

the USA stop the
blockade on Cuba

Thursday March 17 at 5:30 pm
outside the US Consulate in Martin Place

Also to stop the subversion funds
against Cuba & to return Guantanamo to
its rightful owners - the Cuban people.
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Human cauvsed global
warming detected in 1930s

The last 16 record-breaking hot years glo-
bally clearly show the influence of human
caused climate change with the first signs
appearing as far back as the 1930s, accord-
ing to new research published today in
Geophysical Research Letters.

“Globally all the record-breaking hot years
we’ve had since the 1990s are so much outside
natural variability that they would be almost
impossible without climate change caused by
humans.” said lead author Dr Andrew King,
from the ARC Centre of Excellence for Climate
System Science*.

But even at country and regional scales,
where it is often much harder to detect global
warming signals, the influence of human caused
climate change still became unmistakable in
many regions in the 1990s and for Australia as
far back as 1980.

“In Australia our research showed the last
six record-breaking hot years and last three
record-breaking hot summers were made much
more likely due to global warming,” said lead
author, Dr King.

“We were able to see climate change more
clearly in Australia because of its position in
the Southern Hemisphere in the middle of the
ocean, far away from the cooling influence of
high concentrations of industrial aerosols.”

Previous research has shown that aerosols
in high concentrations over specific regions
had a cooling effect, reflecting more heat back
into space. However, when those aerosols were
removed from the atmosphere, the warming
returned rapidly.

This cooling impact was seen very clear-
ly by the researchers when they looked at five
different regions, Central England, Central
Europe, Central US, East Asia and Australia.

Cooling periods, likely caused by aero-
sols, occurred in Central England, Central
US, Central Europe and East Asia during the
1960s and 1970s before accelerated warming
returned.

These heightened aerosol concentrations
also delayed the emergence of a clear human
caused climate change signal in all regions
studied except Australia.

“In regards to a regional human caused cli-
mate change signal, Australia was the canary
in the coal mine for the rest of the world. The
signal appeared there first and then over the
coming years it became apparent elsewhere,”
Dr King said.

“Recent increases in aerosols over East
Asia has started to slow the rise in the number
of the region’s record hot years and summers,
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again masking the clear climate change signal
we are finding in other areas.

“High aerosol concentrations also signifi-
cantly delayed the climate signal in the Central
US.” To get their results the researchers took
a new approach. In the past, most researchers
searching for a human caused climate change
signal selected specific events and then tried to
determine the role of climate change in those
events.

By contrast, this study looked at when
events started exceeding the range of natu-
ral variability. Using climate models, they
looked at a world without human produced
greenhouse gases and compared it to a world
where the composition of the atmosphere cor-
responded with those found over time in the
real world.

Where real world observations rose above
the range of natural variability produced in cli-
mate models showing temperatures in a world
without industrial activity, this indicated the
unequivocal influence of human caused global
warming.

“Everywhere we look the climate change
signal for extreme heat events is becoming
stronger. The key now is to determine how
much warmer the climate will continue to get,

so we can respond to the impacts this will inevi-
tably bring,” said Dr King.

“This is particularly true for Australia,
which appears to have one of the strongest cli-
mate change signals for a populated country.
As a nation, it will need to respond more quick-
ly and understand clearly what future climate
change brings.”

Key Facts and Figures

* The last 16 hottest years on record globally
were all influenced by climate change.

The first signs of global climate change in
heat records appeared in the 1930s.

Of the five regions analysed, Australia was
most sensitive to global warming.

Global warming in annual heat records was
detectable in Australia as far back as 1980.
The last six record-breaking hot years

in Australia were likely due to global
warming.

The last three record-breaking hot summers
in Australia were like due to global
warming.

The year global warming was first clearly
detected in temperature records for each
region studied was: Australia — 1980;
Central Europe — 1989; Central England

—1990; East Asia — 1990; Central US
—2012

The ARC Centre of Excellence for Climate
System Science is the largest university-based
climate research centre in the Southern Hemi-
sphere. It is funded by the Australian Research
Council. The Centre is an international research
consortium of five Australian universities and a
suite of outstanding national and international
Partner Organisations.

The Centre was established in 2011 with
extensive investment from the Australian
Research Council, the University of New South
Wales, the federal Department of the Environ-
ment, New South Wales Government, Monash
University, the Australian National University,
the University of Melbourne, and the Universi-
ty of Tasmania. It has strong links with the Aus-
tralian Community Climate and Earth System
Simulator (ACCESS) initiative and works in
partnership with the National Computational
Infrastructure (NCI) Facility.

The Centre’s focus, Climate System Sci-
ence, is the quantitative study of the climate
system designed to enable modelling of the
future of the climate system. It is built on a core
of the sciences of the atmosphere, ocean, cryo-
sphere and land surface. &

Gardener’s Tale

Pamela Curr

At 6am it is still cool enough to
take stock of which plants are in
danger of succumbing to the heat
and take measures to protect the
vulnerable. Watering and trans-
ferring those too delicate to sur-
vive the day’s heat may save some.

It is the same with people. Some
seem more resilient than others
either through natural disposition or
lived experience — who knows. The
resilient ones appear externally to
survive cruelty and harshness where
for others the spirit dies under the
onslaught.

Cutting the drooping acanthus
leaves away reveals a fern which
I did not think would survive and
thrive, but hidden in this corner
protected by the floppy acanthus
leaves, it has tentatively sent forth
the fronds of life. Joy to any garden-
er’s heart is to see a tired unhealthy
plant revive.

I think of my friends down the
road. If only we had the power to
move them from the “factories pro-
ducing mental illness”. Psycholo-
gists explain that their depression,
anxiety and mental deteriora-
tion are caused by situational fac-
tors. Change the situation and
their mental health will improve. |
think of my rose which was dying
behind the fence without enough
sun. Moved to a pot and set against
a warm brick wall, it is now thriv-
ing and rewarding me with delicate
blooms.

In 2015 families with babies
born in Australia received the ulti-
mate reprieve. Instead of being sent
back to Nauru, they were released
to the community in Australia. We
saw mothers who had been admitted
to mother and baby units suffering
deep depression, leave the deten-
tion camps and thrive. The babies
and children too started sleeping
through the night. Bedwetting and

nightmares faded. These releases
were part of a deal with a Minister
who crafted the bribe in order to get
an omnibus bill of horrors through
the Senate. Even this could not sour
the joy of seeing these young fami-
lies released.

I see psychiatrist reports making
assessments and recommendations
that the patient’s condition will not
improve until they are released to
the community to recover and heal.
These doctor’s recommendations
are not favoured by our political
masters. As a result doctors have
few options to treat. When permit-
ted, they admit the people to psy-
chiatric hospitals for experimental
therapies and drugs in lieu of the
treatment which will cure their sick-
ness but which the politicians will
not allow.

Young women in particular
have suffered severely in detention.
Many came from the most appall-
ing political, physical and sexual

violence with hopes of protection in
Australia. Here they are subjected
to a loss of freedom and hope which
is destroying their minds. They are
being subjected to treatments such
as TMS (Transcranial Magnetic
Stimulation) where a magnetic coil
which emits electric stimulation is
placed on the head for 40 minutes
daily for 30 days. The patients tell
me that they sleep for days on end.
They return to the detention centre
in a zombie like state struggling to
remember the details of their lives.
This is a treatment usually recom-
mended as a last resort for Austral-
ian patients who have supportive
and caring home environments, but
who have not responded to the usual
therapies. For the people in deten-
tion it is a therapy of first resort
with heavy doses of drugs because
removal from the damaging envi-
ronment is refused.

Gardeners know that moving a
plant to a place more suited to its

needs, will see it grow and thrive.
Again so it is with people; freedom
is a more powerful therapy than
any drug or experimental treatment.
Yesterday a young boy told me that
his destiny was to get out of deten-
tion. Such strange words from a
child but said in such a heartfelt
way. Now another year is ending.
The longest refugee in detention
faces his eighth Christmas behind
the gates. Many others now wait-
ing years in this limbo hell with no
reprieve in sight. There are babies
born in detention who are now start-
ing to walk and who have never
known any other life than this insti-
tutional existence. Our Prime Min-
ister says that it is an exciting time
to be in Australia. For the people in
the maw of the refugee regime and
the people witnessing their pain, the
PM’s words ring hollow.

Asylum Seeker Resource Centre &
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Safe Schools
Homo

“It’s one thing for politicians to
use electioneering to sledge one
another but it’s a very different
thing to use that same mechanism
to hurt vulnerable people in the
community,” said the Very Rever-
end Dr Peter Catt

“This leaflet is factually incorrect
and deeply damaging. A review of
research in this area that was under-
taken by the APS shows the children
of same-sex couples are likely to be
at least as well adjusted, socially,
emotionally, and academically, as
other children,” said Dr Liz Short,
Australian Psychological Society

Psychologists, faith leaders and
marriage equality advocates have
condemned an anti-gay leaflet,
saying the damaging claims, includ-
ing against the children of same-sex
parents, show how damaging and
divisive a marriage equality plebi-
scite campaign will be.

The leaflet, authorised by former
Liberal MP and Lyons Forum found-
er, Chris Miles, claims the children
of same-sex couples are, among other
things, more likely to be unemployed
and sexual victims, and to have
higher rates of STIs and drug abuse.

National Director of Australian
Marriage Equality Rodney Croome
said:

“This is just the start of the anti-
gay misinformation campaign mil-
lions of Australians will have to
endure if the government spends
$160 million on a marriage equality
plebiscite.

“Australia can avoid a damaging
plebiscite campaign, and we could
have marriage equality by mid year,
if parliament is simply allowed to do
its job and has a free vote.

“Not only is the information on
this flyer wrong, it will put the lives
of young gay people and the children
of same-sex couples at risk by rein-
forcing the message that they and
their families are broken.

“In contrast to the negative tone
of this material, we will continue to
run a positive campaign about the
importance of marriage equality and
the equal dignity of all loving rela-
tionships and families.”

Dr Liz Short,who led the APS
review of LGBTI parenting research,
said:

“This leaflet is factually incor-
rect and deeply damaging. The APS’s
review of research in this area shows
the children of same-sex couples are
likely to be at least as well adjusted,
socially, emotionally, and academi-
cally, as other children.

“It also shows their mental health
is vulnerable to exactly the kind of
prejudice and hostility to be found in
this leaflet.

“The APS opposes a plebiscite
on marriage equality and prefers a
vote in parliament because we fear
there will be much more of this dam-
aging misinformation.”

The Very Reverend Dr Peter
Catt, who is President of Progressive
Christian Voice, said:

“This kind of material is very
divisive for faith communities. There
are views on both sides of the con-
versation and neither side should be
claiming to speak on behalf of all of
us.

“A plebiscite is totally unneces-
sary and this leaflet is just a sign of
what is coming, in particular in terms
of the damage that could be done to
young people.

“It’s one thing for politicians
to use electioneering to sledge one
another but it’s a very different thing
to use that same mechanism to hurt
vulnerable people in the community.”

Meanwhile, LGBTI community
organisations in Victoria have united
and called on the federal government
to support the Safe Schools Coalition
when a review of the program was
submitted to the government last
Friday.

Coming together in support of
the Safe Schools Coalition, the Vic-
torian Gay and Lesbian Rights Lobby
(VGLRL), the Rainbow Families
Council and the Victorian AIDS
Council (VAC) said our schools
should be a safe place for lesbian,
gay, bisexual transgender and inter-
sex (LGBTI) students.

“Going into the last election, the
Safe Schools program was supported
by all sides of politics. The mental

Sydney
The Millers Point Community

WE ARE STILL HERE & WE
ARE STILL FIGHTING!

We will celebrate the fact that we are still here in our community,
despite the misinformation, intimidation and stress.

ON THE 2nd ANNIVERSARY of the DAY OF INFAMY

Saturday 19th March 12-4pm
WE WILL MARCH for MILLERS POINT

We will gather on the forecourt of the Fire Station in Kent
Street and march down Kent Street to the Village Green

The Fight for Millers Point Continues ...

The fighting spirit of the elderly, the frail and the vulnerable
continues the struggle to save this community. We are
determined to remain in, and save our community.

THIS COMMUNITY REFUSES TO DIE!

Everybody welcome to join in
and enjoy the entertainment, speakers and refreshments
Millers Point Community Working Party
mprag@bigpond.com
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health and wellbeing of LGBTI
young people should not be a politi-
cal football,” said VGLRL Co-Con-
venor Sean Mulcahy.

“This review will only show
what we already know — the Safe
Schools program is of enormous ben-
efit to LGBTI kids, kids with LGBTI
parents and their peers, and should
be rolled out across more schools.”

Representing Victoria’s LGBTI-
parented families, the Rainbow
Families Council said that the Safe
Schools program creates safer
schools for LGBTI children, children
with LGBTI parents and their peers.

“All children and young people
have the right to feel safe in their
school environment, and schools
need to provide learning opportuni-
ties for everyone within their com-
munity about what it means to be
respectful, welcoming and inclu-
sive,” said Rainbow Families Coun-
cil Co-Convenor Amelia Basset.

“Safe Schools is a unique pro-
gram that contributes to a school’s
ability to create a culture of respect
and dignity for all, and protect the
health and wellbeing of its commu-
nity. There are benefits all around;
for example, kids in LGBTI-parent-
ed families feel more confident to
talk about their home and family life
where Safe Schools programs are
running.

“Losing the Safe Schools pro-
gram would not only mean an end
to this critical work, it would send
a devastating message to many chil-
dren and young people and families
that there is not a safe place for them
in our schools — and by extension in
our communities.”

As a community health organi-
sation VAC said the Safe Schools
program is crucial to addressing
and improving the mental health of
LGBTI young people.

“We know that same-sex attract-
ed, sex and gender diverse young
people are significantly more likely
to have poor mental health outcomes,
and that these outcomes are linked
to experiences of homophobic and
transphobic bullying, often within
the school environment,” said VAC
CEO Simon Ruth.

“The work of Safe Schools to
support these young people and to
create safe, inclusive environments
saves lives. It’s up to all of us to stand
up for the program, and for the abso-
lutely vital work they do.” &
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At the end of last year Optus had 9,235 staff on its books. Now it
is planning to cut 10 percent of its workforce, that is 1,000 jobs,
to protect its profits after embarking on a strategy of buying up
expensive sports media rights. A Communications, Electrical
and Plumbing Union spokesman slammed the proposed cuts.
“We are talking about almost 10 percent of Optus’s total work-
force, serious numbers, over 1,000 staff and thousands more
family members,” the spokesman said. The job losses are part
of a three-year cost-cutting program. Hundreds of staff will lose
their jobs in Optus’s network division, retail staff from its Virgin
Mobile subsidiary, and workers in corporate support roles.

The NSW Baird government wants to give Transport Minister
Andrew Constance the power to rip up railway lines in the greater
Sydney area that are on land needed for “state-significant” devel-
opments, bypassing the need for parliamentary approval — and
scrutiny. At the moment, a section of the Transport Administration
Act prevents a rail owner from disposing of a line except by an
act of Parliament. This plan has sparked concerns about the loss
of key, publicly owned land from community group Save Our Rail.
Save Our Rail had mounted an unsuccessful campaign to stop
the closure of a two-kilometre stretch of heavy railway line into
the centre of Newcastle. Kim Cross, Save Our Rail vice presi-
dent, said, “it is about selling off the best tracks — that is what
‘state significance’ means. It is just the stuff with harbour views
that is going to go for millions of dollars in our largest urban are-
as”. Mehreen Faruqi, Greens transport spokeswoman, pointed out
that “the law is there for a good reason: to provide a basic check
and balance on the government. Last year, the government gave
the go-ahead to rip up the Newcastle rail line without any clear
plan for the mooted light rail. This plan would make it easier for
the government to do whatever it wants on our rail corridors”.

Lord Mayor of Sydney Clover Moore is and an outspoken critic of
the proposed WestConnex project — the most expensive toll road
project in the world. The total cost of the project could reach $30
billion. “The City of Sydney asked SGS Economics and Planning
(a company that prepares business cases for tolling companies)
to review the updated business case and its response was damn-
ing,” writes Ms Moore in Sydney Morning Herald (29/02/2016).
“The company called it ‘a confused document filled with con-
tradictions’. It does not properly analyse potentially cheaper
alternatives such as public transport and demand management, it
selectively overestimates benefits and underestimates costs and
ignores that the second airport will change freight and commuter
traffic patterns”. Ms Moore has called for work on WestConnex
to be suspended until a better business case is proved.
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The new contours of
Latin America’s right

Recent electoral successes by right-wing parties in Argentina and Venezuela have
raised the question of whether the decade-long ascendancy of left-leaning parties in
Latin America is coming to an end. While the issue of whether the “pink tide” is being
reversed is still in the balance, what is clear is that in its attempt to claw back power,
the right has switched tactics to mobilise support.

As Gustavo Fuchs explains in this following piece written before the left's recent
electoral setbacks, the right is shifting its rhetoric to the more appealing language of
“justice”, “human rights” and “anti-corruption” rather than the neo-liberal staple of
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“slashing public spending”,

It has been over a decade since a new wave
of left-leaning governments won presiden-
tial elections throughout Latin America, on
the tail-end of post-Cold War triumphalism
and the so-called end of ideologies.

The progress made by these governments
in transforming their countries is indisputable
— although some would say that, as of now,
even more should have been done — and the
popularity of these leaders has remained strong
through the years. As the Belgian political theo-
rist Chantal Mouffe recently told the teleSUR
Latin American television network, one of the
right’s biggest challenges is to oust govern-
ments through democratic elections, although
they haven’t been very successful at it.

Nevertheless, right-wing forces are gain-
ing momentum across the region, attempting
diverse tactics to delegitimise, destabilise or
overthrow progressive governments in coun-
tries such as Brazil, Argentina, Ecuador, Ven-
ezuela and even Chile. They are also shifting
their rhetoric. The right has understood that in
Latin America promoting the privatisation of
state-owned assets and calling for lower taxes
are no longer platforms that move voters. They
are learning their lessons.

Understanding how their tactics have
changed is key to recognising the new contours
of Latin America’s right.

Right-wing tactics
to take power

Three distinguishable tactics have char-
acterised the right’s strategy throughout this
period of time. The first — as a natural backlash
to the progressive regional gains — is the right’s
attempt to delegitimise the electoral triumphs of
the left, accompanied by a challenge to demo-
cratic institutionalism.

With the help of the US government, the
Venezuelan opposition confronted President
Hugo Chévez as early as 1999, after less than
a year in office, rallying against a new consti-
tution and deeming it illegitimate since before
its birth, and despite the constituent assembly
that drafted it and its passage in a nationwide
popular vote. In the following years the opposi-
tion would continue to reject electoral results,
despite the elections being consistently recog-
nised internationally as free and fair.

In Bolivia, the far right organised independ-
ence referendums in four provinces that led to
violent clashes as early as 2008, two years after
Evo Morales took office. These regions argued
that they did not recognise the legitimacy of the
Bolivian Electoral Tribunal.

A second tactic can be identified by the
radicalisation of the right and steps towards
destabilisation. As the progressive governments
solidified important transformations, the right’s
desperation has led them to openly call for, and
attempt, coups d’état.

From the 2002 coup against Venezuela’s
Chavez to the coup against Honduran President
Manuel Zelaya and the parliamentary coup that
ousted Paraguayan President Fernando Lugo
in 2012, extreme levels of polarisation have
accompanied these tactics and periods.

In Brazil, Congress is using its powers to
frustrate the government of President Dilma
Rousseff, as the right-wing opposition contin-
ues to call for the president’s impeachment.

We are now seeing a third tactic in which
the right is altering its rhetoric to assimilate to
what they would rather avoid: that the elector-
ate wants a strong state that will intervene in

reducing taxes” and “privatisation”.

favour of its citizens’ well-being, including the
passage of social programs and poverty alle-
viation programs, very much like the welfare
state that predominated in Europe throughout
the 1960s and 1970s.

Instead of questioning the legitimacy of
governments and institutions, and instead of
promoting individual rights (for example,
taxes, privatisations and freedom of the press),
the right has shifted its rhetoric to collective
issues that appeal to a much larger audience.

Mobilisations and lobbying

Let’s take, for example, the case of Leopol-
do Lopez and the Venezuelan opposition.
Despite the politician’s personal history and
the violent credentials of those who surround
him, his case is not presented as being about
the political leader himself, but about justice,
human rights and what is portrayed as a corrupt
judicial system.

In Brazil, calls for the impeachment of
President Rousseff are usually accompanied by
the notion that corruption has increased during
the Worker’s Party governments and that the
fight is not against Dilma but against a corrupt
party that wants to continue to govern.

In Ecuador, the opposition and the main-
stream media led thousands to believe that the
government’s proposed inherited wealth tax
was going to affect all of the population and
not only the richest few. These groups quick-
ly shifted their attention from the tax to a pro-
posed government reform that would eliminate
term limits on elected officials. In other words,
the opposition focused their struggle on suppos-
edly defending democracy. Their battle gained
the legitimacy of incorporating those who they
had marginalised in the past, when they were
joined by a sector of the indigenous movement,
giving a fresh appearance of something new.

Perhaps the most striking example can
be seen in Argentina. After Attorney Alberto
Nisman died, the opposition leader and Buenos
Aires Mayor Mauricio Macri renamed a metro
stop after the AMIA Jewish Centre which was
bombed in 1994. He decorated the station with
amural and called for truth and justice. Nisman
had been the chief investigator of the bombing
of the Jewish centre. When he was found dead
in his home in January, the right wing attempted
to pin the blame on President Cristina Fern-
andez, saying that he had been bumped off
because he had found incriminating evidence
against powerful people in her government.

However, Macri’s call for “truth and jus-
tice” was selective. That same slogan had been
a demand of Argentine human rights groups
since the last right-wing military dictatorship,
which forcefully disappeared thousands of
Argentinians in the 1970s and 1980s. When a
law was put forward for approval in Congress
to investigate businesses linked to the dicta-
torship, Macri’s party voted against it without
giving any explanation.

Mobilisations are also part of this new strat-
egy. As the Chilean political scientist Cristobal
Rovira explains, demonstrations have become a
growing element in the right’s agenda, specifi-
cally to block reforms that don’t cohere with
their ideological principles.

By moving hundreds to the streets, the right
seeks to legitimise itself as a serious politi-
cal force, in an attempt to regain public trust
after years of being tagged as anti-democrat-
ic and traditional. The last time some of these
right-wing groups and individuals took to the
streets was in the 1970s, when they marched in

Colombian President Juan Manuel Santos: domestic policies have not turned back from the neo-

support of the right-wing military dictatorships
and against communism.

Political lobbying, through think-tanks and
other organisations, is also playing a role in
exerting pressure on the left governments. As
Rovira points out, these groups are increasingly
involved in shaping public policy nationally
and internationally.

In countries such as Argentina and El Sal-
vador, right-wing forces from within the judi-
cial system have also taken part in the efforts
to block progressive governments.

“After they lost the elections, they called
for a coup d’état. But the Salvadoran army is
now much more institutionalised,” explained
Salvadoran lawmaker Nidia Diaz in an inter-
view with teleSUR, referring to the army’s
place as a legitimate institution in El Salvador’s
democracy. “It is not the same armed forces that
used to stage coups.”

“When this strategy failed, they began
looking for a way to destabilise. And they
found a powerful ally in the Constitutional
Court, which now blocks everything related to
government funding to asphyxiate the govern-
ment,” she added.

A similar case occurred when the Argen-
tine Congress and Senate approved a landmark
media law in 2009. Due to a ruling by a local
court in Mendoza, the law could not be fully
implemented until 2012.

All of these efforts have counted on con-
sistent backing from highly concentrated media
outlets that hold historical prestige in each
country.

Colombia’s
Juan Manuel Santos

Maybe the best example of the future of
Latin America’s right is Colombian President
Juan Manuel Santos. The former defence min-
ister swiftly launched a historic peace process
to end an armed conflict with the FARC guerril-
la group. Peace talks were made possible with
the cooperation of nations such as Cuba and
Venezuela, giving him international recogni-
tion and popularity.

However, internally, Santos has embraced
Tony Blair’s “Third Way”, which promotes a
benign view of neo-liberal capitalism under the
attractive ideal of a new political option that is
neither left nor right.

Santos has maintained diplomacy as a
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guiding principle for his relations with Colom-
bia’s two left-leaning neighbours Ecuador and
Venezuela. But within the country little has
changed for human rights activists, union lead-
ers and left-wing politicians, who are still vic-
tims of selective murder.

Santos’ domestic policies have not turned
back from the neo-liberal program of his pred-
ecessors. During his government, concessions
to foreign investors have been the rule, as the
government has given away Colombia’s mines
and oilfields.

This does not mean that all of the right has
moved uniformly towards these new strategies.
Instead, the fragmentation of right-wing parties
and movements has led them to try different
coexisting strategies.

This is why, for example, former Colom-
bian president and now Senator Alvaro Uribe
continues to oppose the Santos administration
and is constantly featured in mainstream media
calling for confrontation as the solution.

“What we have seen from former president
Uribe is an attitude of confrontation, of perma-
nent attack against peace in Colombia,” Colom-
bian Senator Ivan Cepeda told teleSUR.

Despite Uribe’s outrageous allegations, he
is not considered an isolated player in Colom-
bian politics. In fact, President Santos has
reached out to Uribe, seeking to neutralise the
political strength of his former ally.

Venezuelan opposition

In Venezuela, the international media’s
attempt to whitewash Leopoldo Lopez through
a dichotomous “good versus evil” narrative has
been stained by political murders and paramili-
tary links inside Lopez’s Popular Will party.

It is no coincidence that Henrique Capriles,
the former presidential candidate of the opposi-
tion coalition, has backed away from marches
in favour of Lopez. The opposition Movement
of Democratic Unity (MUD) has made deals
with the government while respecting the coun-
try’s constitution, and Lopez is not happy about
it.

Lopez was jailed after he and the oppo-
sition leader and former National Assembly
member Maria Corina Machado launched a
campaign dubbed “The Exit” to oust President
Nicolas Maduro. The campaign led to increas-
ingly violent demonstrations. Capriles stayed
away from his long-time ally and criticised him
for creating unreal expectations.
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iberal program of his predecessors.

Capriles’ 2013 presidential campaign was
characterised by his use of clothing similar to
that of the late president Chavez (wearing a
jumpsuit, a hat with the Venezuelan flag, etc)
and the promise of maintaining social welfare
programs initiated during the Chavez era.

Challenging
the neo-liberal legacy

The political discourse has certainly
moved towards the left, though it hasn’t nec-
essarily translated into a cultural change in the
population.

This can help explain why the right is
turning once again to the benevolent rhetoric
that presents “capitalism with a human face”.
Rarely has a right-wing candidate over the last
five years argued that social welfare programs
should be cut or that state companies should
be privatised.

Right-wing campaigns are now focus-
ing on corruption, human rights, security and
other issues that affect society as a whole, and
in which the left has failed to deliver long-term
solutions.

Of course, 10 or 15 years of left-leaning
governments will not solve the problems that
decades of neo-liberal policies caused. But the
average citizen is looking for the quickest solu-
tion to his or her problems, and the Latin Amer-
ican right has no time to lose.

“Neo-liberalism is not only a set of eco-
nomic policies in action through the mindset
of financial speculation, but it is also a cultural
guideline, revolutionary in the sense that it has
penetrated global society,” explains Argentine
philosopher Ricardo Forster.

The task ahead for progressive movements
and parties in Latin America is, more than ever,
to win the battle of ideas, to create a notion of
commonly shared ideals and values in society,
to fight back against the cultural legacy of the
neo-liberal experiments in the region.

As Bolivian Vice President Alvaro Garcia
Linera explains, “There cannot be a rise to
power ... without a previous transformation of
the cultural parameters [in society].”

Although a lot has improved over these
years, deeply rooted neo-liberal values will
always surface in times of crisis and the left’s
success will depend on challenging and dis-
mantling the premises on which they are based.
Third World Resurgence &
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IWD in Palestine
under Israeli

Steven Katsineris

A 50-year-old Palestinian woman was Kkilled
by the Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF) on
the morning of the March 8, in East Jeru-
salem, after a “stabbing attempt” against
an Israeli policeman. The Israeli police
shot dead Fadwa Abu Tair from Sur Baher
town, East Jerusalem, near Al-Hadid Gate
of Jerusalem’s old city.

An Israeli army spokeswoman claimed that
the police shot Fadwa for her alleged attempt
to stab an Israeli policeman. Large numbers of
Israeli police rushed to the spot and closed the
gates of the old city of Jerusalem following the
shooting.

With her death, the number of female Pal-
estinians killed since the outbreak of last year’s
October uprising rises to 17. Shortly after the
killing of Fadwa, the Israeli military kidnapped
a girl from Qalandia checkpoint, claiming she
had a knife.

The same day, the Israeli military arrest-
ed Manal Tamimi, a mother of six and promi-
nent nonviolence resistance activist against the
Israeli occupation and illegal settlements from
her home in Al-Nabi Saleh village. It is not
known what charges the Israeli military will
present against her.

She is also active in the Popular Struggle
Coordination Committee, which presents com-
munity-based resistance rooted in a belief in the
power of non-violent struggle, taking various
forms, such as strikes, protests, and legal cam-
paigns, as well as supporting the call to Boy-
cott, Divestment and Sanctions.

Manal could be held without charge under
the repressive Israeli military court system
practices where people are held without any
charges or convictions as administrative

detainees. Many Palestinian writers, journalists,
lawyers, bloggers, artists, students, politicians
and other activists are being held as administra-
tive detainees by Israel.

For the past six years, the village of Al-
Nabi Saleh held a peaceful demonstration
every week against the Israeli wall and illegal
settlements.

Coordinator of the Popular Struggle Coor-
dination Committee (PSCC), Munther Amira,
strongly denounced the kidnap, calling it a new
Israeli crime against women, especially taking
place on International Women’s Day.

Amira said that this act displays the Israe-
li brutality against all values of freedom and
democracy and against all women, and Pales-
tinian women in particular.

Manal’s husband, Bilal Tamimi said
Manal was unable to participate in the dem-
onstrations during the past few weeks, because
she had a bad allergy from the massive amount
of teargas that is fired during the protests. She
was shot and injured in her legs twice, in 2013
and 2015.

Currently, there are approximately 60 Pal-
estinian women held in Israeli jails. 118 Pal-
estinian women have been detained since
October 2015 and the rise of the Palestinian
popular uprising. Ten Palestinian girls under
18 are imprisoned, and three of the Palestin-
ian women imprisoned are held under admin-
istrative detention without charge or trial. The
imprisonment of Palestinian women has risen
dramatically alongside the mass incarceration
of Palestinian men.

At least 188 Palestinians have been killed
since the latest Palestinian uprising against the
brutal Israeli occupation begun in early Octo-
ber. Some Palestinians have been killed in pro-
tests and clashes with Israeli military, or in
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resistance attacks against Israeli soldiers, police
or settlers, while others have been summarily
executed by Israeli forces. And up till the end
of February 2016 at least 15,645 Palestinians
have been injured by the Israeli forces since the
most recent revolt against the oppressive Israeli
occupation began. As well, 30 Israeli soldiers,
police and armed settlers have been killed. Also
an American and Eritrean have died.

In a joint report, three Palestinian institu-
tions: the Palestinian Prisoners’ Society, Add-
ameer Prisoner Support and Human Rights
Association and the Prisoners’ Affairs Com-
mittee — said that the Israeli occupation author-
ities arrested 616 Palestinians from the West
Bank and Gaza in February 2016. This number
includes 140 children and 18 women and girls.
The number of arrests since the beginning
of the popular uprising in October 2015 has
exceeded 4,120 people.

Freed prisoner Fatima al-Zak stated that
the world should realise that while it celebrates
International Women’s Day, many Palestinian
women are “suffering behind Israeli prison bars
from racist, repressive policies”.

“Where is the world when it comes to the
Palestinian women who suffer horrors inside
the Israeli jails, are treated inhumanely and
denied access to the most basic rights,” al-Zak
said, adding that the world has seemingly for-
gotten about the Palestinian women.

Al-Zak called on international human
rights organisations to exert pressure on Israel
to release Palestinian women and girls from
Israeli prisons.

Sources: Samidoun, U-Free Network,
Addameer, Palestine Chronicle, Palestine Red
Crescent, Prisoners Affairs Committee and
Popular Struggle Coordination Committee. &

Photo: Omar Rahman
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Third world conditions
in Quebec jails

Johan Hoyden

In April 2015, Quebec’s Protect-
eur du Citoyen, or Ombudsperson,
took a tour of detention cells in
northern Quebec. Among other
things, what Raymonde Saint-
Germain found was seven Inuit
women locked up in a tiny cell
originally intended for one or
two people. None of the women
had slept all night; there was not
enough room for them to lie on
the floor even if they had wanted
to. In some detention centres, she
found suicidal detainees held right
alongside those who were booked
for intoxication.

Saint-Germain’s special report,
released in February this year, has
put the media spotlight on a bitter
social contradiction in Canadian
society. Billions of dollars flow out
of Quebec’s north through natural
resource exports like mining. A mas-
sive scheme for further exploitation
of the region involving new railways,
ports, and energy lines is just starting,
called Plan Nord (Plan North). And
yet social conditions faced by Indig-
enous communities are comparable
to the Third World.

As Indigenous activists and
allies across the country celebrate
the promised federal inquiry into
Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Women and Girls by the newly-elect-
ed Liberal government of Justin Tru-
deau, this reality will likely continue
to come forward, weaving together
more threads in the story of genocide
already exposed by the recent Truth
and Reconciliation Commission into
Residential Schools.

Nunavik is the homeland of the
Inuit peoples who live in what is
now Quebec and, like vast regions
of Canada, has never been covered
by any Treaty. The Inuit (who have
long rejected the label “Eskimo”)
are recognised in Canada’s Constitu-
tion as an Indigenous people distinct
from the First Nations and Metis.
Located north of the 55th parallel,
and bordered by Labrador in the east
and Hudson’s Bay to the west, their
homeland is larger than the state of
California.

Nunavik also includes several

villages and hamlets which were sub-
ject to the forced High Arctic Relo-
cation during the 1950s, when the
Canadian government asserted sov-
ereignty over the Arctic during the
Cold War by moving entire Inuit
families to artificially create the most
northernmost communities in Canada
— Resolute and Grise Fiord.

Saint-Germain’s report on Nuna-
vik describes a judicial system which
shows no respect for the fundamen-
tal rights of the accused — particu-
larly their right to dignity. Cells are
dirty and overcrowded with limited
access to water, clean laundry, janito-
rial services, or even fresh air. Seven
to 25 detainees are often packed into
cells intended for two. In Puvirnituq
police station, the stench can appar-
ently be smelled when you walk in,
with traces of blood and excrement
staining the walls.

Saint-Germain said it reminded
her of the worst jails she had visited
in Africa. The Quebec government
has known about this probably for
at least 10 years, according to the
report, yet appears to have refused
any action. (Two years ago, a simi-
lar report on Nunavut detention cen-
tres on Baffin Island suggested they
were also likely non-compliant with
the Canada’s Charter of Rights and
Freedoms.)

The justice system currently
shuttles Inuit from Nunavik deten-
tion centres down to Montreal for
court — a distance greater than that
between New York and Miami. It
then ships them back to the commu-
nity, or to jail. As no roads enter the
region, travel is by plane via Iqaluit
on Baffin Island, which is actually
even further north.

According to the newspaper
Le Devoir, Inuit represent 7.6 per-
cent of the First Nation population
in Quebec, but 43 percent of incar-
cerated Indigenous people. And
that number is rising. Total Inuit in
Quebec jails increased by 64 percent
in the last five years.

Quebec is not alone, howev-
er. Canada’s violent crime rates are
falling, yet prison populations are
at an all-time high as jails become
what some call “the new residen-
tial schools.” In the Prairies, the
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Nunavik is the homeland of the Inuit peoples who live in what
is now Quebec and have never been covered by any Treaty.

overwhelming majority of people in
the criminal justice system are First
Nations. And to top it off, Indigenous
people in jail spend more time in seg-
regation and isolation than prisoners
of other backgrounds.

An extension of this prison crisis
is the incarceration rate of Indige-
nous women, in particular. Overall,
while Indigenous people represent
less than 4 percent of the Canadi-
an population, 36 percent of female
inmates are Indigenous — up 109 per-
cent in recent years.

These numbers are just part of
the context of the gendered colo-
nial legacy of oppression against
Indigenous peoples which recent
events in the Quebec city of Val-
d’Or have again exposed. Last fall,
a group of Indigenous women told
Radio-Canada’s investigative pro-
gram, Enquéte, that provincial police

officers in Val-d’Or routinely picked
up women who appeared to be intoxi-
cated, drove them out of town, and
left them to walk home in the cold.
Some allege they were physically
and sexually assaulted.

Quebec First Nations lead-
ers have rallied behind the women
who have come forward, and sup-
port demonstrations were held in
Val-d’Or as well as Montreal. Indig-
enous activists have condemned the
lack of support received by Indige-
nous people in the region, which is in
the north-east of Quebec (and many
kilometres to the south of Nunavik).

An open letter to the Premier
signed by the Quebec Native Wom-
en’s Federation, as well as 12 other
groups including the main Quebec
labour union federation, CSN, called
the investigation now taking place
into the allegations at Val-d’Or by

the Montreal Police “fundamental-
ly flawed”. Citing strong scepticism
towards “police investigating police”
inquires, the group is calling for an
independent investigation.

The Quebec Federation of
Women (FFQ) has also expressed
support for the women’s demands,
calling them “whistleblowers” for a
more systemic problem. Their state-
ment echoed the message at the
annual march for Missing and Mur-
dered Aboriginal Women in Montreal
last month.

As the federal inquiry comes
into shape, it will no doubt be an
immensely painful yet important
development, worthy of close atten-
tion by all democratic-minded people
— both inside and outside Canada,
Indigenous and non-Indigenous,
women and men alike.
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Black Flint Rising

April Smith

FLINT, Michigan: “My fear is
in two years, pipes will be fixed
but all the injustices that brought
this about will remain,” declared
Dawn Demps at a Friday night
forum titled #BlackFlintRising, A
Conversation about Flint’s His-
tory of Racial Injustice and the
City’s Current Crisis.

The forum was organised by
the Advancement Project, a multi-
racial civil rights organisation based
in Washington, DC. Demps was
responding to the question “What
is the fight beyond fixing pipes to
move Flint forward?” posed by
Advancement Project moderator
Chelsea Fuller.

“We don’t have resources,
jobs or money; our lives are dis-
valued,” said panelist Tim Abdul-
Matin, outreach director of the
MADE (Money, Attitude, Direction,

Education) Institute, adding that the
city’s poverty rate is 45 percent.

Demps, executive director of
UPASS (Urban Centre for Post-Sec-
ondary Access), said Flint is a “typi-
cal urban depressed, decayed area.”
She said lead poisoning hit hard-
est at those living in predominantly
African American north Flint.

It’s an area with no major gro-
cery chains, no neighbourhood
schools, vacant homes, and toxic
brownfields where many factories
once stood. She noted the infant
mortality rate is three times that of
white neighbourhoods.

These conditions are created by
and amplify racism, Demps said.
She noted that black and brown
boys and girls are suspended from
school three to four times more
frequently than whites and pun-
ished more “intensely” for the same
offences.

High school student Lalani Clay

said it was “scary” just learning that
lead had been running through the
pipes for two years. “We can’t use
the fountains at school,” she said.

Outside her school conditions
aren’t any better: “The streets are
all potholes,” she said. “There’s no
streets, no schools, no jobs, why am
I still here? Politicians making these
decisions act as if we don’t live here
at all.” She’s proud to be a “Flint-
stone,” as Flint residents call them-
selves, and would like to continue
to live here, but worries if it’s worth
it. “Like a scary movie, when does
it end?” she asked.

Jia Ireland, a student at the Uni-
versity of Michigan, Flint, talked
of transportation issues. “Even in
the land of GM (General Motors),
people couldn’t pick up water
because they didn’t have cars,” Ire-
land said.

Mott Community College stu-
dent Ellen Porter worried about

the “school to prison pipeline.”
“It starts around the third grade. It
needs to be stopped,” she said.

Asked about the importance of
participating in elections Clay said,
“Your voice matters, your vote mat-
ters. Let your voice be heard and
vote.”

Demps had many ideas for
moving Flint ahead, starting with
education investment all the way
through college, not just Head Start,
along with investing in infrastruc-
ture. “We need environmental jus-
tice,” she said. “Flint has some
of the largest ‘brownfields’ in the
country. Buick and GM shut down
and left a mess.” She also called for
getting power back from the city’s
un-elected emergency manager,
who was appointed by Republican
Governor Rick Snyder.

Democrat Representative Shel-
don Neeley said the state’s emer-
gency manager law spoke to what

many see as a huge contributing
factor to Flint’s current crisis, the
rule by Governor Snyder’s appoint-
ed emergency manager, replacing
elected officials of the city. Calling
it an anti-American law, he contin-
ued, “We send soldiers abroad and
we don’t have democracy here. We
need to push back. We need to ask
Snyder and the whole team to go.”
Bakari Sellers, former South
Carolina state representative, rep-
resenting presidential candidate
Hillary Clinton, and Nina Turner,
former Ohio state representa-
tive, representing Bernie Sanders,
addressed the crowd and vowed
their respective candidate’s sup-
port for solving the city’s problems.
Speaking of the two Democrat-
ic candidates Sellers noted the
positive, that we now have “two
70-year-old white people calling out
the criminal justice system.”
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Killing asylum

Dr Binoy Kampark

Bribing officials. Relaying and
returning migrants to poor coun-
tries without adequate scrutiny or
screening. Closing borders. Set-
ting up camps with appalling con-
ditions. Barbed wire and armed
guards. Europe now faces the
most profound test on the refugee
crisis so far: to persist in process-
ing arrivals within its borders, or
return them with indifference into
unsafe territories.

This is the Australian model of
border control writ large. It enlists
and politicises defence forces and
border protection behind a veil of
military grade secrecy. It shifts the
burden of processing asylum seekers
and refugees from wealthier states
to poorer ones. It effectively sus-
pends the application of the Refu-
gee Convention and does a good bit
of demonising of refugees along the
way.
In October last year, before an
audience attending the Margaret
Thatcher gala dinner, the sniping
and aggressive former Australian
prime minister Tony Abbott warned
European leaders that embracing his
own “turn back the boats” policy
was essential for continental stabil-
ity and the protection of European
civilisation. “The only way to stop
people by trying to gain entry is
firmly and unambiguously to deny
it.”

Critics laughed it off as irrele-
vant, a political product of a para-
noid island continent and a clownish
ex-leader. Landlocked countries,
in particular, could hardly impose
a return policy en masse given the
sprawling trails of humanity coming
in. It would entail massive border
closures and expulsions, not of boats
with dozens of human occupants but
convoys of tens of thousands.

Turning back refugees, and cut-
ting off the lines through the Bal-
kans, is exactly what is happening in
the pursuit of a rather venal plan of
mass deportation with Turkey. The
outlines of it were made at a summit
on March 7, where European lead-
ers met the Turkish prime minister,
Ahmet Davutoglou.

The Turkish proposal involves
accepting the return of all migrants
and refugees who cross the Aegean
to Greece in return of a resettlement
of asylum seekers in EU countries
from Turkey itself. This effectively
constitutes a mass removal of indi-
viduals, a plan of questionable legal-
ity. Under international refugee law,
Turkey would have to be designated
a safe haven for asylum seekers.

The summit has invariably
spurred countries to close the
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Balkan route. Macedonia has closed
the border with Greece, resulting in
the stranding of 15,000 individu-
als. Croatia, Serbia, and Slovenia
have tightened controls, putting on
the brakes with heavy feet. Donald
Tusk, president of the European
Council, has expressed confidence
in this new “collective” response
to the refugee crisis, claiming that
“irregular flows of migrants along
western Balkans route have come to
an end”.

Some of the press analysis on
this sees the European-Turkish
deal as “messy but necessary”. The
Economist editorial on this subject is
even more chilling in admitting what
Turkey has become in this entire
farce of human misery. “Through-
out the Cold War, Turkey was one
of Europe’s bastions against Soviet
armies. Now it is being turned into
Europe’s barrier against the huddled
masses of the Middle East.”

This was geographic reality —
Turkey being the bridging coun-
try between two landmasses. But,
argued The Economist, order had
to return, with borders opened, to
a certain extent; “the only alterna-
tive to chaos is a fair and orderly
migration system”. Human flesh has
become a measure of grand political
bargaining.

The consequence of this hag-
gling has been a trafficking and
bartering over human matter in
favour of new political realities
Turkey wishes to change. There
is the issue of visa liberalisation,
which Ankara has been pursuing
with some vigour.

The largest matter, one that
never goes away, is that of Turkish
accession to the EU. Most striking
of all is the refusal on the part of
the EU to raise the issue of Ankara’s
latest, and very aggressive, assault
on press freedoms. President Recep
Erdogan has every reason to be
pleased, crushing dissent and scru-
tiny while pretending to be Europe’s
broom of order.

Despite any reservations on
the part of the Greek prime minis-
ter, Alexis Tsipras, his government
still signed a readmission agreement
for migrants crossing the Aegean to
be returned. This further builds in
a regime that promises to be more
cruel than fair.

The strong message from
Davutoglou in discussions with
Tsipras indicated the determination
to shut out third countries and tran-
sit points for those using the route
through Turkey and effectively the
Balkans, to get to EU countries. The
agreements, he argued, sent “a clear
message to migrants coming from
third countries, rather than countries
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at war ... that there is neither the
political will [to allow their passage]
nor the ability to cross to Europe.”

Supposedly, that aspect of the
deal will cover those migrants
who are not deemed to fall within
the international regime of protec-
tion. This re-admission into Turkey
is problematic on several levels,
assuming an orderly and expeditious
processing of individual claims. “I
am deeply worried,” expressed a
concerned UN High Commission-
er for Refugees Filippo Grandi,
“about any arrangement that would
involve the blanket return of anyone
from one country to another without
spelling out the refugee safeguards
under international law.”

Such fairness is evidently miss-
ing to those who are huddled before
the closed borders. Refugees chant
German Chancellor Angela Mer-
kel’s name in desperation and hope.
Merkel in turn had regarded the
Balkan closure as an “unsustaina-
ble” travesty, an outcome of a failed
approach to the issue of dealing with
refugees. But she is wrong to assume
that Europe is not acting collectively
on this. A disunified position is rap-
idly forming into a hardened, brutal
stance of vicious unity.
globalresearch.ca &

tpearson@cpa.org.au
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Japanese high school students are opposed to the Education
Ministry’s restriction of forbidding students to join political activities
without approval from their schools. A group of high school student
representatives with Japanese Communist Party parliament mem-
ber Ohira Yoshinobu recently went to the ministry and urged it to
withdraw the restriction. The restriction planned to take down oppo-
sition of the Abe government by blocking school youth becoming
politically active. One student said that teachers stopped her when
she brought up a political issue in a classroom because of the
restriction, and she worried that students would become apoliti-
cal, not willing to join demonstrations and other political activities.

A number of Japanese activists went on a rally recently in Tokyo,
protesting against the Abe government’s signing of the Japan-
India nuclear energy agreement. The agreement would allow
Japan to export nuclear power generation technologies to India,
while India was not a member of the nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT), meaning the country could skip any form of
inspection from the international community. India was under
sanctions after testing its nuclear weapons in 1998, however,
the US and its allies have supported since 2008, lifting the sanc-
tions for the purpose of containing China and Pakistan’s growth.

Hundreds of Pakistani female workers went on a rally organised by
the Home-based Women Workers Federation (HBWWF) and the
National Trade Union Federation on International Women’s Day,
commemorating working women'’s struggle and demanding equal
rights and better working conditions, especially for the home-based
Pakistani female workers. The HBWWF general secretary said that
“society would not progress until the rights of women were accept-
ed and they are considered as equal citizens”. There are 16 million
home-based female workers in Pakistan, contributing 40 percent
of the country’s national economy, yet they were not legally recog-
nised as skilled workers and their minimum wage is not protected.

The 12th Communist Party of Vietnam’s Central Committee’s
second meeting opened in Hanoi on March 10, focusing on the
working agenda of the socio-economic development plan for
2016-2020 and the nomination of top government positions such
as president, prime minister and chair of the National Assembly.
The Party General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong stressed that
the priority of the working agenda should focus on key tasks
and urgent issues, strengthening the Party, improving the social-
ist political system, fighting against bureaucracy, corruption and
wastefulness, restructuring state-run enterprises, improving
human resources, safeguarding national independence and more.
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Palestinian prisoner
ends 94-day hunger
strike

Imprisoned journalist Moham-
med al-Qeq, 33, from al-Khalil,
has ended his prolonged 94-day
hunger strike begun in protest at
his administrative detention. He
stopped his hunger strike after
Israel agreed to release him on
May 21, provide medical treat-
ment at a hospital inside 1948
occupied Palestine and allow
family visits during that time.
Al-Qeq, 33, is a TV reporter and
was arrested by Israel on Novem-
ber 21 last year and held under
administrative detention without
trial. He had been on hunger
strike, drinking only water, since
November 24.

Eassa Qaraqe, the head of the
Detainees’ Affairs Commission of

the Palestine Liberation Organisation
hailed the deal, saying “it is consid-
ered a victory for Mohammed al-Qeq
and the Palestinian detainees in
Israeli jails in the face of the unlaw-
ful Israeli administrative detention.”

Qaraqe thanked the “Palestin-
ian people and all popular and legal
institutions and national factions and
all international organisations and
the Palestinians living in Israel for
the important roles in supporting al-
Qeq’s rights and demands through-
out his strike and especially Knesset
(Israeli Parliament) member Osama
Sa’adi.”

Over the years, thousands of Pal-
estinians have been held in admin-
istrative detention by Israel. At this
time over 750 Palestinian political
prisoners are being held as adminis-
trative detainees in Israeli jails.

Administrative detention allows
Israeli authorities to detain prison-
ers without charging them or allow-
ing them to stand trial based on
secret information, which cannot be
accessed by either the detainees or
lawyers, for periods of six months
that can be renewed on unlimited
occasions.

These administrative detention
practices used by Israel’s military
court system are a clear violation of
these prisoners’ human rights. Inter-
national law permits detention with-
out trial under extremely limited
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and exceptional circumstances, but
Israel uses the measure on a large
scale, denying Palestinian detainees
their due process. The world commu-
nity should forcefully campaign to
demand that Israel stop this blatant
abuse of legal and human rights.
Steven Katsineris
Vic

Gay on Navuru:

14 years jail

Two gay men fleeing persecution in
Iran have been sent to detention in
Nauru, where they have been vio-
lently attacked for being together.
Both were seeking asylum in Aus-
tralia, but the Australian govern-
ment’s punitive refugee policies
have left them languishing on a
tiny island where being gay is a
crime. Afraid to leave their house
for fear of further attacks, the
couple have become virtual pris-
oners. Now 17,000 people from
around the world are calling on
Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull
to grant them asylum in Australia
and halt the country’s cruel deten-
tion system.

“I was told in Australia you could
be free to be who you were, you could
be openly gay and it would be safe,”
said Nima*, one of the men who fled
Iran where he risked public execution

for being gay. He arrived in Australia
in August 2013 to seek asylum. He
told Australian authorities he is gay,
but despite being aware of the risks,
Australian authorities sent him to a
detention centre on Nauru.

Once in Nauru, Nima met
Ashkan* who had also fled Iran,
and the two began a relationship
and started living together. “People
from Immigration and Connect Set-
tlement Services all tell us that we
mustn’t hold hands or be affectionate
in public,” said Nima.

Both Ashkan and Nima’s asylum
claims were finally processed on
Nauru and they were found to be ref-
ugees and released to live on Nauru
— an island which is only 21 square
kilometres. However, after a number
of physical attacks the couple are
afraid to leave their unit, and only go
out once a week to buy groceries with
an escort.

“Whilst we were still going out-
side, we got beaten up and were
attacked. Spat at, verbally abused,
had stones thrown at us and hit with
sticks. It’s been a horrible experi-
ence,” said Nima.

Having already made requests
to the Australian government to
move the men, the Human Rights
Law Centre is now partnering with
international Lesbian Gay Bi and
Trans (LGBT) rights group All Out
to launch a petition appealing to
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Australia’s Prime Minister, Malcolm
Turnbull, to let the refugee couple
settle in Australia.

Under Nauruan law Ashkan
and Nima risk being punished with
14 years of hard labour if they are
found to have “carnal knowledge” of
another man which the law states is
“against the order of nature.”

This situation and similar ones
on Manus are just So wrong on so
many levels. The Australian Gov-
ernment knowingly and deliberately
allows gay men to be warehoused on
tiny islands where they face assaults,
prejudice and extremely harsh crimi-
nal penalties.

No one should have to suffer just
for being in love. Nima and Ashkan’s
story is another example of how cruel
and inhumane Australia’s detention
system is to those fleeing persecu-
tion. Prime Minister Turnbull has a
responsibility to bring them to Aus-
tralia where they’ll be safe, and to
reform his government’s refugee
policy to bring it into line with inter-
national standards.

This couple just want a home
where they can be safe together
and rebuild their lives. They don’t
deserve to be living in limbo in a
country where their love for one
another is a crime, and their safety
is threatened.

*Not their real names
Human Rights Law Centre
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Muammar Gaddafi turned Libya from an Italian colony into the most progressive and prosperous

I was watching Antiques Roadshow last
week, and two members of the public were
explaining how the jewels they had brought
along to show the program’s experts had
been smuggled out of Russia after the Revo-
lution by their grandparents. The expert
they were talking to was full of admiration
for their grandparents’ ingenuity in sewing
the jewels into the hem of their garment,
and also full of sympathy for the plight of
the poor émigrés.

No one commented that the jewels they
smuggled out were the property of the Russian
people or that at the time of the Revolution,
the bulk of the Russian population lived in
extreme poverty. Smuggling jewels out of the
country was actually stealing from the Russian
people. Nor did anyone point out that émigrés
who fled the new Soviet state with quantities
of jewels concealed in their baggage or about
their person must have obtained those jewels
by exploiting the labour of poverty-stricken
serfs, poor peasants or workers in mines and
factories!

Of course, one would be naive to expect
Antiques Roadshow to sympathise with the
poor anywhere. By definition, the program’s
focus is on how valuable antiques can be, and
the luxurious houses they originally came from.
However, only a few years ago there was a
much greater awareness of the crushing pov-
erty that afflicted the bulk of the Russian people
before the Revolution. The contrast between
the living conditions of the Tsarist aristocracy
and the workers and peasantry whose labour

created their wealth was extreme and most of
the world knew it.

With the help of programs like Antiques
Roadshow, however, history is being re-written.
People’s understanding of modern historical
events is being reshaped in the interests of the
well to do. The Russian workers and peasants
are now the oppressors of the suffering aristoc-
racy! But it is not only Russia that is getting
this new look. Just observe the way the Second
World War, the war against fascism, is present-
ed on television. If modern TV coverage is to
be believed, all the victims of fascist terror were
Jewish, all the fighting against Hitler was car-
ried out by Britain and the USA, the Resistance
in Europe was run by London and the under-
ground groups who fought the Nazis were made
up of middle class democrats. It is all nonsense,
but what else are people to believe if that is the
only information they are given? Which is the
whole idea, of course.

Also being swept under the carpet is the
fact that it was members of the ruling class —
British, European and American — that actively
supported the rise of the Nazis. Especially the
people who owned the big houses so beloved of
Antiques Roadshow. After all, Hitler was going
to save them from the Bolsheviks, whose influ-
ence among the workers was far too high for
comfort in the 1930s.

Even more resolutely swept under the
carpet is the overwhelming popularity of
Socialism among working people in the past.
So popular was Socialism that the ruling class
had to adopt social democratic parties into their

country in Africa, a tower of strength.

own arsenal, subtly remoulding social democ-
racy’s class position and allegiances to convert
social democratic parties into parties for the
workers provided by the ruling class. They have
presented no threat to capitalism ever since,
being committed instead to “reforming” the
system not replacing it.

After WW2 however, the popularity of rev-
olutionary Socialism surged. Colonial peoples
across the globe demanded their independence
and usually opted for Socialism at the same
time. Capitalism fought back with decades of
neo-colonial war, coups, concentration camps
and massacres. It was a heroic stage in the his-
tory of numerous countries of the so-called
“Third World”, but with the overthrow of many
progressive regimes in those countries, it’s a
history that has been buried to ensure it too
is forgotten. Capitalism’s control of the mass
media in so many countries enables it to manip-
ulate the collective memory in the interests of
wealth and privilege, which it does with vigour
and determination.

Also assiduously buried and expunged
from the capitalist media’s public memory has
been the historic role of the trade union move-
ment. The many benefits that were won for
working people by the trade unions, including
everything from recognised meal breaks to paid
holidays, are now thought of by many work-
ers as something that simply happened, prob-
ably by government decision. That these things
were gained only after bitter struggle by the
organised working class has also been buried.
The ruling class wants people to forget class

struggle altogether. Unfortunately, life itself —
and the greed that is the hallmark of capitalism
— constantly throws up situations and condi-
tions that force people to take a stand for their
rights as workers and human beings.

More recently, we have had the murder
of Muammar Gaddafi, who turned Libya
from an Italian colony into the most progres-
sive and prosperous country in Africa, a tower
of strength in the non-aligned movement, a
murder that was and still is presented as “the
overthrow of a dictator”. Similarly misrepre-
sented, of course, have been the coups, wars
and destabilisations in Moldova, Ukraine and
Syria, all of which imperialism would also like
to sweep under the carpet and have everyone
forget how they came about. If Russia had not
forced its way into the issue, the US would have
tried to utterly destroy Syria while laying down
a smokescreen of lies to obfuscate what really
is happening there.

One thing we can be sure of, as we move
away in time from the immediacy of the
numerous atrocities committed by capital-
ism in its relentless pursuit of profit, they
too will inevitably become subject to the
system’s selective memory, to the business
of forgetting, designed as it is to protect cap-
italism’s class interest above all else. This
makes it all the more important for the work-
ing class and its organisations to ensure that
the true history of the modern era is recog-
nised and recorded, preserved and protected,
and capitalism’s falsification of it is exposed
and rejected. @&
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Film Review by Chauncey K Robinson

Pride + Prejudice + Zombies

Do you enjoy classic novels about
manners, morality, education, and
marriage in 19th century Britain?
And do you also enjoy violent
horror pictures about the zombie
apocalypse? Then there’s a movie
out that was made just for you. In
fact, it could be suited for anyone
who enjoys well developed char-
acters, strong female leads, and
an overall fun time at the movies —
that includes flesh-eating undead
humanoids.

From the creators who brought
you Abraham Lincoln: Vampire
Hunter comes the movie adaptation
of one of the bestselling novels of
2009. Pride + Prejudice + Zombies
is a horror film that mashes together
the classic Jane Austen novel with
a modern-day zombie twist. All the
beloved, well known characters of
the original source are there, but now
in a world where the undead roam the
earth as an ever growing threat. Yet
this doesn’t stop society from contin-
uing to push for a woman to be well
behaved and well married.

Repressive patriarchal norms
don’t take a day off, not even in the
zombie apocalypse. The movie fol-
lows the journey of the main char-
acter, Elizabeth Bennet, as she
negotiates a world where she’d much
rather be slaying reanimated corpses
than looking for a husband.

Burr Steers (Ighy Goes Down,

Charlie St Cloud) is the screen-
writer-director for this project. He
creates an early 19th century envi-
ronment, with women adorned in
beautiful British regency ball gowns
and petticoats, while maintaining
the darker horror element: Those
same women are often seen lifting
their petticoats to reveal blades and
rifles in hidden places ready for a
zombie fight.

The film takes itself seriously
enough that when there are no threats
of the undead on screen, one could
be watching one of the many film
adaptations of the Austen piece. But
when the zombies come out, there
are plenty of amusing beheadings,
severed limbs, and sneaky walking
corpses all in a PG-13 style.

What may be most appealing
about the film is that at its heart is
a young woman attempting to find
her place in the world, while falling
in love with a man who is obsessed
with class rank.

In the original Austen novel Eliz-
abeth Bennet had an internal struggle
between her mind and heart. P+P+Z
keeps Elizabeth’s conflict intact,
while adding the external threat of
death at every turn. The stakes are
raised higher for her, given that at
any moment her life may become a
short one. Not exactly a far cry from
the original, as the life expectancy at
that time was an average 47 for men
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and 50 for women. (Austen herself
died at 41.)

Lily James, as the rebellious her-
oine, and Sam Riley, as her brood-
ing zombie-fighting suitor Mr Darcy,
have plenty of chemistry to keep
viewers interested in the romantic
subplot.

Their classic scene of Elizabeth
rebuffing Mr Darcy’s insulting mar-
riage proposal is tweaked in the film
to include a high-energy hand-to-
hand combat between the two would-
be lovers, that lends action to their

fiery words. It’s almost as if Austen,
in writing that now famous dialogue,
knew that one day it would be infused
with ninja combat and flying bodies.
OK, that may be a bit of a stretch, but
the fight sequence fits perfectly with
the dialogue, as do many other scenes
that fill out the well known classic
moments with battle.

You’ve got a strong heroine, a
dashing love interest, an interesting
subplot, good battle scenes, and the
high stakes of world doom: All the
makings of a solid zombie film with

Austen’s social commentary mixed
in for good measure. You don’t
need to be familiar with the original
novel, or the parody novel by Seth
Grahame-Smith, to enjoy P+P+Z,
which stands alone as a fast-paced
zombie film that happens to be set in
the early 19th century. If you want an
entertaining night at the movies with
a bit more character development
than merely the expendable bodies
of the traditional zombie genre, then
this film comes highly recommended.
People’s World &

Film reviews by Michael Berkowitz
Race and Risen

What does it mean to be a hero?
What can we learn from our
heroes? How shall we treat them?
Two current films, Race and Risen,
provide us with some answers, but
also raise further questions.

The subject of heroes has
become central to American
cinema. A parade of comic book
superheroes, war heroes, detec-
tives, doctors, and do-gooders
marches through theatres setting
standards for exemplary behaviour.
Race and Risen add to this perspec-
tive, two contrasting pictures of
heroism.

Race is the well-told tale of
Jesse Owens’ triumph at the 1936
Berlin Olympics, winning four
gold medals and smashing the
Nazis’ plans to use the games as
a showcase of their racial superi-
ority. Director Stephen Hopkins

(Lost in Space) and lead Stephan
James (Selma) sure-handedly build
Owens’ pre-Olympic life. We are
introduced to the two most impor-
tant principals, girlfriend Ruth
Solomon (Shanice Banton), who is
the mother of his child, and mer-
curial coach Larry Snyder (Jason
Sudeikis). Snyder, a former Olym-
pic calibre athlete himself, defies
over-worked coach clichés to land
closer to flawed friend than all-
knowing mentor. Ruth is stolid and
supportive under duress, but her
character is never developed beyond
loyalist lover.

Owens himself carries the
movie, running smoothly from Ohio
State training days through Olym-
pic triumph. James fleshes out his
character with deft strokes that help
us understand his trials and devel-
opment. He never undermines the

narrative, moving it along seam-
lessly over hurdles of racism and
infidelity. Where he encounters set-
backs, he learns and overcomes,
showing the depth of human hero-
ism. When sprinters Marty Glick-
man and Sam Stoller are removed
from the Olympic relay race, pre-
sumably for being Jews, Owens
expresses solidarity, then, as substi-
tute, triumphs.

Risen follows a less plausible
path. Rather than seek out the his-
torical Jesus, as Race does with
Jesse Owens, writer-director Kevin
Reynolds (Waterworld, Red Dawn)
constructs a superhero more on
the order of Marvel Comics. The
film chronicles the crucifixion and
rising of Yeshua (Jesus of Naza-
reth) through the eyes of the Roman
Tribune, Clavius. But it is also the
story of the Tribune’s rise from

non-believer to religious adherent.

Like Clavius, we are asked to ven-
erate Jesus more than to learn from
him.

Clavius is a typical Roman
commander. The right-hand man
of Pontius Pilate, he wants noth-
ing more than to win promotion and
secure retirement to a villa outside
of Rome. When Yeshua’s body dis-
appears, he searches town and coun-
tryside, interrogates troops, guards,
witnesses, and disciples. The disap-
pearance and life after death is pre-
sented uncritically as miraculous.
Hold the science. Forget the facts.
Clavius, played by Joseph Fiennes
as somnambulant, switches his
shallow-rooted, unquestioning alle-
giance from his Roman superhero
god to that of the radical Jews.

The conversion is immacu-
late and inert. Jesus has sucked

all the critical air out of the room.
He is presented as so perfect a
superhero that his disciples appear
dotingly foolish as they fall unques-
tioningly in line, like a political
campaign where the charismatic
leader’s simplistic sloganeering
becomes the followers’ meaning-
less mantras. Could this be counter
to the well-documented history of
Jewish theoretical questioning and
disputatiousness?

Of the superheroes presented in
Risen and Race, notable is the real-
ity of the human hero who shows
us how to rise over our own mis-
takes and manmade obstacles, more
so than the flawless superhero that
asks us to abandon our critical abili-
ties. It is no miracle that the story of
human triumph makes for a better
film as well.
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Standing up for safety
is not a “racket”

Dave Noonan

Steven Wyatt was a husband, a
father, a brother, and a friend.
Just 15 months prior to his death,
in late 2014, another worker, Jorge
Castillo-Riffo was also killed on
that site in similar circumstances.
Both tragedies involved a fatal
crush injury when the men were
in the scissor lift.

Both accidents were utterly
preventable.

Castillo-Riffo’s widow, Pam
Gurner-Hall has spent the last 14
months calling for a coroner’s inquest
into his death so that — in her words
— “this could be prevented”. In this,
she has been joined by the CFMEU.
South Australian secretary Aaron
Cartledge has once again called for
an inquest into this latest tragedy.

At the time of Castillo-Riffo’s
death, SafeWork South Australia laid
charges against the contractors who
were building the Royal Adelaide
Hospital, for failing to comply with
health and safety regulations to pro-
vide a safe working environment.

It’s interesting to note, then, that
this site which has been plagued by
safety has been one of intense scru-
tiny by the Fair Work Building Com-
mission (FWBC). In fact, taxpayers
might be interested to know that an
estimated $750,000 has been expend-
ed by the FWBC persecuting and
prosecuting workers on the health
precinct site in Adelaide.

In 2014, 23 workers were
charged with fines of over $10,000
each for walking off the job over
safety 12 months before. At the time,
the water supply had been turned off,
the toilets weren’t working, there was
no drinking water and the emergen-
cy showers weren’t functioning for
several hours. The workers faced a
choice: either take action and get the
problem resolved or put their health
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at risk. They took the former route
and were punished for doing so.

This year alone, there have been
eight fatalities and while eight fami-
lies are mourning the passing of a
loved one, the Turnbull government
has been threatening the country
with a double dissolution election if
the Senate does not pass the ABCC
bill.

The government has been run-
ning the line for some time that the
ABCC is needed to be a tough cop
on the beat to address crime and cor-
ruption in the industry, but the truth
is that the ABCC is only an industri-
al regulator. It won’t and can’t look
at criminal matters, but what it can
and most certainly will do is curb the
rights of workers and make it even
harder for them to stand up for their
health and safety.

If anyone is in doubt about
this, they simply need to recall the
ABCC’s prosecution of rigger Ark
Tribe. In 2008, Tribe was facing six
months jail for failing to front an
ABCC interrogation where he would
have been required to report on who
had spoken up at a site meeting about
a safety matter.

At the end of 2015, two young
men died on a construction site in
Perth, and while the whole of West
Australia went into mourning, many
of us in the CFMEU were angry.

We were angry that our union
was prevented a total of 16 times
from entering that site. One wonders
what it was that the company didn’t
want us to see.

Perhaps it was dodgy work prac-
tices — perhaps commonplace but
nevertheless lethal safety breaches.
Perhaps we would have found a lack
of appropriate training and induction
for people new to the construction
industry.

These are the issues that cause
arguments with employers who are

Presented by guest speakers:

Dr Christopher Crouch & Dr Fayeza Kahn

7

always in a rush to get things done,
always in a rush to cut a corner here
or there in order to make a bigger
profit. These are the things that a
lot of employers don’t want to con-
cern themselves with and regard us
as pests for interfering in their work,
calling on the Fair Work Building
Commission to remove us from sites.

Everyone talks safety and every-
one’s sorry when people are killed
on the job. While I accept that their
sorrow is genuine, the fatalities are
happening too often in our industry
and employers, the MBA and the
government authorities should aban-
don their cavalier and often hostile
attitude to the union and sit down and
cooperate with us to improve safety
standards.

Construction sites are dangerous
places. Workers need proper training
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and induction. Safety standards exist
for a reason and must be implement-
ed. To us, none of these things are
negotiable. It’s not something to
address when you can get around to
it, or when you have the time.

Unfortunately, it seems the
CFMEU is the only party reminding
employers that it’s their legal obliga-
tion to address safety issues. It’s not
an optional thing. And for that, we
get labelled troublemakers and law-
breakers, are hounded by the FWBC
and smeared by the federal gov-
ernment in order to justify passing
a set of laws that will make it even
worse for workers and unions in the
industry.

Recently, someone called talk-
back radio and in line with the rheto-
ric coming out of Canberra, labelled
the CFMEU a “protection racket”.
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It’s hard to know what they mean
by that, what we’re protecting. But if
fighting every day to protect the lives
of people whose friends and families
expect them home at the end of each
day is considered a racket, then throw
me in jail.

People’s lives matter. They
matter more than making an even
bigger profit margin for some
developer.

Just ask the families of those
who were killed. That’s whose side
we’re on. That’s who we’re protect-
ing. And all those clamouring for the
return of the ABCC want to stand in
our way.

Dave Noonan is National
Secretary of the CFMEU. Written
in conjunction with Brad Parker,
CFMEU Construction Assistant
National Secretary. &
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