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Get in the way to

The #LetThemStay movement has seen
a wave of grassroots action to stop the
removal of the 267 asylum seekers. Along-
side churches, the Victorian Trades Hall
declared it will offer sanctuary to the refu-
gees. The pressure saw Victoria’s Labor
Premier Daniel Andrews break ranks with
Bill Shorten and offer to settle the 267 in
Victoria. Other Labor premiers have fol-
lowed suit. Health workers at the Lady
Cilento Children’s Hospital in Brisbane
are openly defying the federal government
by keeping baby Asha in their care until
the government undertakes not to send her
to Nauru, and instead settles her family in
the community where she can be safe and
healthy.

Teachers for refugees grows

Last week, teachers in over 70 schools
gathered to take group selfies with the slogan
“Education Not Detention” and called on Turn-
bull to #LetThemStay. This movement started
with one Melbourne teacher initiating action
in December last year. Then 36 schools par-
ticipated; now the number has doubled and
has extended to universities and preschools.
The next step is to bring all those who par-
ticipated to the Palm Sunday rally on March
20th. But the success of Teachers for Refugees
shows what every worker can do to build the
movement.

Doctors and nurses stand up

The heroic stand of the Lady Cilento Hos-
pital is just the latest example of health workers
taking direct action against Australia’s refugee
policies. Last year workers at the Children’s
Hospital in Melbourne defied the Border Force
laws by walking out to show their opposition
to the treatment of refugees. Other workers can
play a vital role now in organising solidarity
actions in support of staff at the Lady Cilen-
to Hospital. There has been a protest of health
workers in Melbourne and a solidarity action at
Sydney’s Royal Prince Alfred Hospital.

In Brisbane, Queensland Unions and the
ACTU have backed the workers and have set
up a roster for unionists to have a presence at
the ongoing picket.

Scapegoats for
government cuts

Across the world, governments demonise
refugees wherever they are cutting back jobs
and services. In Australia, universities continue
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to cut courses and staff as the government
starves them of funds. Fifty billion dollars has
been cut from our hospitals and now the Turn-
bull government is cutting pathology Medicare
bulk-billing incentives. But rather than fund
health and education properly, both major par-
ties use fear of refugees being a burden on serv-
ices or taking jobs to justify violating human
rights.

They have special laws for refugees, and
special laws to take away union rights. For too
long, Abbott and now Turnbull have used the
refuge issue to try and divide us. The racism
generated by Australia’s refugee policy affects
us all.

Detaining a single asylum seeker on Manus
or Nauru costs $400,000 per year. Turnbull
pays Transfield/Broadspectrum almost $2.2
billion dollars a year to run the offshore deten-
tion centres. Ending detention could fund the
Medicare pathology incentive payments and
help fund universities and hospitals.

What next?

We need to turn all our hospitals, schools,
councils and universities into a political sanctu-
ary for refugees, a grassroots network of people
prepared to take action to stop the deportation of
those in Australia to Nauru and Manus Island,
and to close the camps and bring the refugees
here. The actions we’ve seen to #LetThemStay
show that every little bit counts. Right now, by
refusing to release baby Asha into detention,
the staff at Lady Cilento Children’s Hospital

The “Let Them Stay” rally in Sydney earlier this month. (Photo: Anna Pha)
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are defying Turnbull and the Border Force Act.
They need our support.

Get active: things you can do

 Organise a group selfie outside your work
in support of baby Asha and medical staff
at Lady Cilento and to #LetThemStay. Send
solidarity messages to bretty(@qcu.asn.au
Set up a refugee support group for your
workplace or sector

Bring a contingent to Palm Sunday

rally March 20, 1pm, Belmore Park
(Sydney). This is the next major national
protest against offshore processing. We
need a massive turn-out to show both
major parties how deep the support for
refugees is.

Special organising
meeting for workers

Pass this motion at a union or staff meet-
ing, or in your religious or community group:

Let Them Stay!

This meeting of notes:

(i) that 267 asylum seekers, including 91
children (37 of whom are babies born in Aus-
tralia; and 36 at school) are presently in Austral-
ia having been brought here by the immigration
department from offshore detention centres of
Manus Island and Nauru;

(i1) that they were brought for medical
attention and mental health treatment that was
not available on Nauru or Manus Island;
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Let Them Stay

(iii) that they have spent around two years
in detention and have not been processed,;

(iv) that the detrimental effects of long term
detention are well known for both children and
adults;

(v) that Nauru and Manus Island are not
safe for asylum seekers or refugees;

(vi) that five state and territory leaders,
including Labor leaders in Victoria, Queens-
land and South Australia have called on the
Turnbull government not to return the 267 to
Nauru;

We further note that the Immigration Min-
ister, Peter Dutton has stated that he expects
this group of asylum seekers including the 91
children may soon be sent back to Nauru.

We therefore declare our complete oppo-
sition to any asylum seeker, or refugee, pres-
ently in Australia being sent to Nauru or Manus
Island;

Accordingly we:

(1) call on the government not to detain any
asylum seeker or refugee on Manus Island or
Nauru;

(i1) call on the state government to not
cooperate with any attempt by the federal gov-
ernment to return any of the 267 to Nauru;

(iii) will provide all appropriate moral,
financial and material support for the campaign
by community and refugee advocacy groups
to prevent asylum seekers being returned to
Manus Island and Nauru

(iv) call for the end of mandatory detention
and the closure of all detention centres. &

Culture & Life
“1 helped create ISIS”
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US-led war on Syria
must be stopped!

The war on Syria is a covert CIA-managed war the USA and
its allies have initiated to overthrow the Syrian government. The
Syrian adventure was to be a relatively brief regime change ex-
ercise, camouflaged by the social unrest of the Arab Spring and
a step in re-ordering the Middle East in the interest of the US
and its allies.

This accorded with the US global strategic objective of remain-
ing the world’s ‘first, last and only’ truly global empire, despite a
declining economic base relative to rest of the world.

Five years later the US-led War on Syria is showing itself to
be one more brutal, costly and disastrous venture into which the
US state has dragged much of the world.

The plan was to trigger the collapse of the Syrian government,
through inciting sectarian war, mainly used foreign gangs paid,
armed, trained and logistically supported by US and its allies, as
the CIA itself disclosed to a US congressional budget committee
in 2015.

Not only did the CIA train and equip nearly 10,000 fighters out
of its own budget in the previous few years, as part of a broader,
multi-billion dollar effort involving Saudi Arabia, Qatar and
Turkey, it also managed a sprawling logistics network to move
fighters, ammunition and weapons into the country.

The process of grinding Syrian society into subjugation, at the
cost of hundreds of thousands of Syrian lives, creation of millions
of refugees and destruction of the country’s heritage and civil
infrastructure, was suddenly interrupted by Russia’s intervention
last October, at the invitation of Syria’s government.

Russia’s serious concern with jihadi terrorism and its joint ef-
forts with the Syrian army have rapidly collapsed the anti-Syrian,
fundamentalist militias. It has disrupted ISIS’s multi-million dollar
oil trade with Turkey, previously untouched by the US-led “war on
ISIS”. The joint forces are set to lift the siege on Aleppo, Syria’s
largest city and cut the ISIS/Al-Qaeda supply lines between Syria
and Turkey. They are preparing to take Raqqa, the ISIS “capital”.

At this rate peace could be restored in Syria within a few
months and the Syrian people could start to rebuild their lives.
The destruction of ISIS and Al-Qaeda related terrorist forces and
the end of this cruel war should be welcome.

However, the US and its allies are portraying the Syrian and
Russian gains as a disaster, a narrative a compliant media unrelent-
ingly transmit to Western audiences.

The “disaster” is that those military assets the US-led coali-
tion created to directly subjugate or dismember Syria are being
destroyed “in the field” before they can be used to enforce a regime
“transition” “at the table”.

Instead, the US is warning it will create a “quagmire” for Russia
in Syria if it does not disengage, and Turkey and Saudi Arabia
are openly preparing to invade Syria if Assad is not promptly
despatched at peace talks.

Russia has warned that the US and its allies risk “a new world
war” if they send troops into Syria. If the outside powers seeking
regime change in Syria do not back off, but instead escalate the
war, then Syria could suck the world’s two main nuclear powers
into direct conflict.

At this stage it is only a matter of whether this is what the US
wants — a war with Russia to permanently relegate it to economic
colony status — or whether the US has already lost control of what
it has set in train, and is being dragged towards disaster.

US society itself is under tremendous duress, and both Turkey
and Saudi Arabia are riven by internal tensions. These are regimes
whose policies are driven by desperation, as well as imperialist
ambitions.

Ultimately the war on Syria will need a political solution —
not the one of imposed regime change, but the one where the
democratic and progressive forces within the countries aiding the
US to prosecute this war demonstrate that they know what their
governments are up to and act forcefully to rein them in.

This includes Australia — whose government has moved in lock-
step with the US in all its imperialist ventures, obligingly breaking
diplomatic relations with Syria, participating in a US-initiated
sanctions regime against Syria and deploying military forces to
the Middle East to participate in the US pseudo-war against ISIS.

PRESS FUND

Last week PM Malcolm Turnbull declared: “There’ll be no
increase in the GST taken to the election”. What he really meant
is that his government will try to increase the tax after the
election. Turnbull is just as shifty as Tony Abbott, whose policies
he has adopted with enthusiasm. We need all the help we can

get to expose the Coalition’s real intentions, but we really need
contributions for the Press Fund, so please send us something for
the next issue if you possibly can. And while you’re at it, why not
become a regular contributor by automatic electronic transfers?
It doesn’t have to be a great amount, but it would mean a lot to
us, and we can arrange it for you. Many thanks to this week’s
contributors, as follows:

Mark Mannion $5, “Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $15,
Craig Greer $50

This week’s total: $75 Progressive total: $1,715

Guardian

Figures on school funding released
by the Productivity Commission
earlier this month have refuted
the Turnbull government’s claims
of overspending on schools and
shown the need for the full six
years of Gonski funding to reverse
years of inequitable funding of
public schools.

The PC’s Report on Govern-
ment Services found that total gov-
ernment funding for public schools
increased by an average of just 0.6
percent a year per student between
2009/10 and 2013/14, once inflation
was taken into account.

During the same period per stu-
dent funding for private schools
increased by an average of 3.4 per-
cent a year.

Australian Education Union fed-
eral president Correna Haythorpe
said that the figures showed fund-
ing to public schools had hardly
increased beyond inflation in the
lead-up to the Gonski reforms, which
began in 2014.

“It is clear that needs-based
Gonski funding is replacing a flawed
system that saw the biggest increases
go to private schools, despite public
schools educating 80 percent of

disadvantaged students,” Haythorpe
said.

“Education Minister Simon Bir-
mingham has been claiming that we
have been delivering ever-increasing
funds to schools with little results,
and using this as a justification for
failing to fund the last two years of
the Gonski agreements.

“These figures show that his
claims are a myth. Increases in public
school funding prior to the Gonski
reforms were barely ahead of infla-
tion and far behind the increases
given to private schools.”

“We need Gonski to target fund-
ing to disadvantaged schools and
students so we can close the gaps in
resources and achievement. Malcolm
Turnbull must abandon his plans to
scrap the last two years of the Gonski
agreements which would see students
miss out on an extra $4.5 billion in
schools funding.”

The PC report also confirmed
the chronic under-funding of disabil-
ity in schools, with more than half
of students with disability who need
funded support at school not receiv-
ing it.

Just 5.3 percent of students with
disability received funded support

in 2014 — the same percentage as in
2013.

But last December figures from
the Nationally Consistent Collection
of Data on Disability for 2015 found
that 12.5 percent of students needed
“supplementary, substantial or exten-
sive support” at school.

“We have a situation in Austral-
ia where more than half the students
who need funded help with a disabil-
ity at school can’t get it,” Haythorpe
said.

“That is over 250,000 students
whose education and future are at
risk because they cannot get the
funded support they need.

“Many educators put in a huge
effort for students with disabili-
ty and they need to be backed with
resources. Students with disability
can require in-class support, spe-
cialised programs and equipment or
extra individual attention to benefit
fully from school, all of which takes
time and money.

“The Turnbull government needs
to keep its repeated promise to fund
all students with disability according
to their need from 2016, and ensure
these students have the resources they
need to reach their potential.” &

CPA Statement

Detention and abusive
freaiment

Dear comrades,

We in the Communist Party of
Australia are disturbed to hear about
events at the Khatoon Abad Copper
Mine in Iran; the detention and abu-
sive treatment of 28 trade unionists
seeking to defend workers’ rights to
jobs, decent incomes and safe work-
ing conditions. While the unionists
have now all been released due to

the organisation of Iranian work-
ers and international pressure, news
of this sort from Iran remains all
too common. It draws attention to
the broader struggle of the workers
and other exploited people of Iran
for a secular, democratic system

in their country and the right to
choose another path of development
without dictatorship from religious

authorities or meddling from impe-
rialist powers, most notably the
United States. We send our warmest
working class solidarity with this
struggle.
In socialism,
Bob Briton
General Secretary,
Communist Party of Australia

“Fhe commin ern ROyl Commission shock,

The Royal Commission into the
Nuclear Fuel Cycle held a public
meeting at the Adelaide Town
Hall on Monday February 15 to
announce its tentative findings
which, not surprisingly, include
the creation of at least two dumps.

“We’ve looked very hard at all
the options and decided we need both
high and low level waste dumps,”
said Royal Commissioner Kevin
Scarce.

“While there is plenty of public
opposition to a waste dump in this
state, the evidence clearly shows that
a facility is long overdue ... and Par-
liament House would be the most
appropriate location,” he said, to the
surprise of many.

“For decades Australian politics

has been producing incredible waste
and it’s just been piling up and up;
it’s time some of it was properly
stored and with all of the wasted
space inside Parliament House, it was
the obvious location.”

Scarce admitted the job of the
Commission had been made slight-
ly harder because of Australia’s
tradition of electing three tiers of
government.

“We have to look across the
whole spectrum,” he said. “You’ve
got low-level waste in many local
and state governments, just look
at NSW and the number of coun-
cils sacked by the ICAC over there.
And if you look at some of the ideas
coming out of South Australia at the
moment, it’s obvious something has

waste dump mooted
for SA Parliament

to be done here. As for high level
waste, the thought of bringing it in
from overseas is mind-boggling, 1
mean just turn on the ABC and watch
Question Time in Canberra for a few
minutes ... you get the drift,” he said.
The meeting attracted its fair
share of hecklers, but many in attend-
ance said the best one actually came
from Scarce himself who eventually
succumbed to frustration after spend-
ing an hour trying to convince the
angry audience that our politicians
are shit: “Stop opposing everything
ya tree-hugging numpties, this dump
will be good for everyone.”
The Common Tern, dropping guano
on anyone who denies our ?ufure is
a socialist one. &
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“Calculated cruelty”

Two examples from Nauru reveal
the lack of law and order and child
services and protection on Nauru.
One 44-year-old Iranian refu-
gee father has been in jail since
January 27. He is a sole parent on
Nauru. His eight-year-old daugh-
ter has been cared for by another
refugee family since was he was
abruptly taken into custody.

Neither the Nauruan authori-
ties nor the Australian service pro-
vider, Connect, have lifted a finger
to even enquire about the welfare
of his daughter. The Nauruan police
were actually called by Connect after
the man had moved himself and his
daughter into spare accommodation
in Nibok on the west of the island.
Connect objected to the move.

For almost two weeks, the Ira-
nian man has been held in jail. He
appeared in court yesterday (Monday
February 8), although the exact
charge was unclear. But he was
returned to jail.

The second incident involves a
26-year-old single female Iranian
asylum seeker who was arrested after
an argument with guards at the mess
in the single women’s section of the
family camp, RPC 3.

Around 7:00pm on February 8,
the Iranian woman tried to take some
food out of the mess to her room. The
mess closes at 8:00 pm — and doesn’t
open until the morning — so asylum
seekers are left without food for a
long time.

Wilson security guards confront-
ed her at the mess; there was an alter-
cation and the food was taken from
her.

Around 10pm, Wilson security
guards arrived at the single women’s

compound with Nauruan police to
arrest the woman.

The Refugee Action Coali-
tion was told, “Around five or six
police grabbed her, pushed her and
smashed her to the ground. She was
handcuffed with her hands behind
her back and she was dragged to the
police car. She was put in the back of
the [police] car.”

She was released a few hours
later but has been told she will be re-
arrested over the incident. She has
been left with abrasions and bruises
as a result of the incident.

“This is more evidence of the
lack of the rule of law on Nauru. The
police are simply an extension of
Wilson’s and the detention regime on
the island,” said Ian Rintoul, spokes-
person for the Refugee Action Coa-
lition. “Even worse perhaps, the lack
of concern for the eight-year-old
reveals the complete failure of both
the Nauruan and Australian author-
ities, and the lack of child welfare
services on Nauru.

“The on-going inadequacy of
effective protection for asylum seek-
ers and refugees on Nauru is a major
reason the 267 presently in Australia
should be allowed to stay.”

Meanwhile refugees continue to
be discriminated against such as the
supermarket “near Anibare” that had
refused to serve refugees. The par-
ticular supermarket is at the Civic
Centre near the airport, believed to
be Eigigu supermarket.

“The difficulties in specific iden-
tification of the supermarket is a
direct result of the communication
difficulties with Nauru in general.
The Nauruan government maintains
a media blackout precisely to prevent

Sydney
Latin American House Inc

information about the conditions on
Nauru being reported more widely.
But we are told that the particular
supermarket has a bad reputation for
only serving Nauruans or Chinese
shop-keepers, particularly if there are
shortages, and shortages are routine,”
said Tan Rintoul.

Liable for harm

The Australian Lawyers Alliance
(ALA) has said that any decision to
send the children of asylum seekers
to offshore detention from the Aus-
tralian mainland would constitute a
breach of the Immigration Minister’s
duty of care as well as the Common-
wealth’s own Workplace Health and
Safety laws.

The full bench of the High Court
recently ruled that the federal gov-
ernment has the power under the

We commemorate the International Women's Day with a

CAFE CONCERT

6pm to 11pm Saturday March 12

Construction Union (CFMEU), 12 Railway St, Lidcombe

Enjoy our music, poetry and typical Latin food and tributes to
outstanding women of the Latin American and Australian community

Guest artists: Olga Vega, Hugo Leal, Liber Osorio (music and singing),
Zulema Pegue & Miriam Marquez (presenting the work “WOMAN”), poetry and other surprises ...

Latin American food available

All funds raised on the night will go to purchase school supplies for Mapuche children in Chile

Come and share with us - Free Entry

For more information: casalatina2010@yahoo.com.au or Marta Olea: 0421153442

Pete’s Corner

A DAY 10 THE LiPE
OF A WAISTLE RLowWEN

Constitution to detain people in other
countries, finding that the conduct
was within the law. ALA spokesper-
son and barrister Greg Barns said that
High Court decision has yet again
demonstrated that the rights of vul-
nerable people in Australia are not
protected by current laws.

“If the Australian government
returns the children to Manus Island
it is doing so knowing full well that
the Commonwealth is liable for any
harm which happens to those chil-
dren,” Barns said.

“The Commonwealth is send-
ing these children to a place it
knows will cause them harm — there
is uncontested medical evidence
that to place a child into detention
causes that child mental and physi-
cal harm.”

“It could be argued that for the
Commonwealth to send children
to Nauru on the basis of this ruling
would amount to a breach of the duty
of care of Immigration Minister Peter
Dutton to ensure the physical and
mental wellbeing of those children,

“It is also arguable that such con-
duct would amount to a breach of the
Commonwealth Workplace Health
and Safety Act.”

Barns said the Workplace Health
and Safety Act makes it an offence to
allow persons to be present in unsafe
workplaces, irrespective of whether
those persons are visitors, residents
or workers.

February 24,2016 3

He said that the Australian Law-
yers Alliance was extremely disap-
pointed with the High Court rejection
of the challenge to the offshore
detention laws, and that if this chal-
lenge had been brought in a jurisdic-
tion with robust human rights laws
it is highly likely that it would have
been successful

“The reality is that offshore
detention is a gross breach of Aus-
tralian international human rights
obligations and is also a breach of the
international refugee laws and stand-
ards. The decision of the High Court
does not in any way shape or form
change that.

“The decision of the High Court
yet again demonstrates that vulner-
able persons in Australia do not have
their rights protected by current
laws,” Barns said. “If this challenge
had been brought in a jurisdic-
tion with robust human rights laws
such as Canada it is highly likely
this challenge would have been
successful.”

Last week, in a paper pub-
lished in Australasian Psychiatry,
Dr Michael Dudley, a psychiatrist at
Sydney Children’s Hospital, wrote
that prolonged detention showed
“reckless indifference and calculat-
ed cruelty”. Such policies misused
health and welfare professionals to
“underwrite state abuses and promote
public numbing. &

decolonisation and economic justice
Tuesday March 8, from 5:30pm

“Stop violence against women!”

Saturday March 12, from 11:30am
Archibald Fountain Hyde Park North

attend.”

Saturday March 12, from 2:00pm

the world.

International Women’s Day 2016

Melbourne International Women’s Day rally and march:
“Women of the world unite for women’s liberation,

State Library of Victoria, Swanson Street

Sydney International Women’s Day rally and march:

“March in solidarity with women all over the world who experience patriarchal
inequality and injustice. This year we will show our opposition to domestic violence
and walk to ‘Stop Violence Against Women'. All women, men and children striving
for gender equality and a fairer and more peaceful society are encouraged to

“Women at the forefront of struggle for women’s and workers’ rights”

Sydney International Women’s Day Forum:
hosted by the Communist Women’s Collective

Maritime Union Hall, 365-375 Sussex St, Sydney

Come and hear our inspiring speakers and join us in celebrating the work of
courageous and powerful women fighting for justice for women and workers around

Afternoon tea. Cost: any donation appreciated.
For more information contact Linda at 02 9699 8844.
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Australia

Anna Pha

Thousands of people took part in
rallies at the weekend demand-
ing no more cuts to Medicare and
no privatisation of Medicare. The
battle is on to save bulk billing and
universal access, fundamental pil-
lars of Medicare. Health and other
trade unions, left political parties,
the Greens, the ALP and other
organisations and individuals took
part in the demonstrations.

Despite the growing groundswell
against the attacks on Medicare, the
Turnbull government continues to
push ahead with its plans for the
Americanisation of Australia’s health
system.

As is well known, the US system
is the most expensive in the world
on both a per capita basis and as a
percentage of GDP. At the same time
it has the worst health outcomes of
industrialised countries.

Whenever the Health Minister
Sussan Ley announces changes to
Medicare she starts by saying, “The
Australian government remains com-
mitted to Medicare.” Nothing could
be further from the truth. With every
such statement the government
plunges another knife into Medicare.

Ley recently announced plans to
cut $650 million from funding for
pathology tests and diagnostic imag-
ing services by removing existing
incentives to bulk bill them.

= &'\
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Various groups and individuals protested over the weekend with the clear message that they want their Medicare left alone. (Photo: Anna Pha)

Judith Kiejda, acting general sec-
retary of the NSW Nurses and Mid-
wives’ Association (NSWNMA)
told the Sydney rally: “The cuts will
affect some of the most vulnerable
and disenfranchised in our communi-
ty, putting a cost barrier in the way of
those who need access to these serv-
ices the most.”

This will only create more seri-
ous long-term health problems and
put more strain on our already over-
stretched public hospitals and health
workers, Kiejda said.

Bulk billing is already being
eroded as doctors, after years of
below CPI increases in Medicare
rebates, are now feeling the economic

Stop TAFE cuts!

Join the campaign

Antonella

TAFE was established as an
affordable, quality higher edu-
cation for everyone in Australia.
As one experienced high school
teacher told the Guardian, “I1
remember all my courses being
free, the only thing I ever paid
was the forms to print off!” This
comment is astonishing consider-
ing that now in 2016 some courses
are putting students in debt.

There are many cases of the
VET FEE HELP being of no help
at all, in fact having the oppo-
site effect. There is the case of a
mother of two wanting to find a
job for his eldest son as he had
been out of work for an extended
period. She enrolled him at the
cost of $1,200. But the cost didn’t
stop there. The price tag eventually
reached $12,000 and in the end she
was forced to sell their house in
order to pay back the fees. Her son
never found a job that the telemar-
keter that spruiked the course was
telling him he would get.

“People who have English as a
second language or have dropped
out of school early but are looking
to TAFE to give them the neces-
sary skills to enter the workforce
are the ones that will suffer,” said
the NSW opposition leader. Which
is exactly the case as it is working
class youth and their families who
have historically used TAFE as are
higher education to qualifications,
such as in the trades, hence Terti-
ary and Further Education.

TAFE teachers have reported
that this year there was a signifi-
cant decline in enrolments and that
many of their work colleagues had
been dismissed because the Turn-
bull government wants to have
TAFE to “compete” with private,

for-profit colleges. So TAFE has
had its funding cut in order for it
to have “market neutrality”. On
an economic common sense index
alone the clear advantage is for
education to be affordable as an
investment in everyone’s future.

Teachers are being hit with
increased face to face teach-
ing with less time to prepare for
classes.

And now there is a process of
replacing qualified teachers with
trainers, another cost cutting exer-
cise that affects the quality of
education.

What is happening:

* TAFE funding nationally has
declined by more than 20 percent
since 2000.

Across the country. more than
40 percent of government VET
funding has been opened up to
private, for-profit colleges.
Governments have introduced a
student loan scheme into TAFE
to make students pay the full cost
of vocational education.

Quality in the sector is threatened,
with the national regulator finding
that many private colleges do

not provide the full amount of
training, falsly advertise their
courses and mislead students with
promises of jobs.

“Smart and Skilled”

The NSW government intro-
duced “Smart and Skilled” in 2015.

“Smart and Skilled” is the NSW
version of market reforms of the
TAFE system being implemented
across Australia.

In Victoria, these same reforms
were implemented in 2008. TAFE
courses have been cut, fees have
gone up dramatically, and more
than 2,500 TAFE teachers have
been made redundant. Half the

state’s TAFE colleges are struggling

financially.

The NSW government has
already cut millions of dollars from
TAFE’s budget, and made hundreds
of teachers redundant. “Smart and
Skilled” will mean more and more
TAFE funding will go to private for-
profit providers.

It will mean many high school
students in NSW will have their
pathways to further study and work
threatened.

Higher Fees:

e The NSW government will fund
fewer courses.

¢ Students will have to pay the full
cost of many courses. In one state,
this has resulted in Advanced
Diplomas costing students
$28,000.

Only one chance:

e Many students will have only one
chance to access a government
funded course.

* The number of courses that
the government funds will be
reduced.

e There will be no government
funding at all for many courses
from Certificate IV and above.

 There is nothing students can
do if they waste their chance at
a dodgy private college, make
the wrong choice or change their
mind about what they want to do.

Student debt:

* A HECS-like student loan scheme
has replaced government funding.
This will lock this generation of
young people into long term debt.

 Students will be discouraged from
enrolling in training.

As one campaign supporter put
it, “Public education belongs to the
community and should be for sale
of profit. Save your local TAFE, it
belongs to you.”

See: stoptafecuts.com.au &

pressures of a four-year freeze on
their rebates.

Privatisation of
payments system

The government is putting out
to tender the management of its pay-
ments systems for Medicare, the
Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme
(PBS) and Aged Care subsidies. All
three areas receive subsidies from the
government.

At present Medicare either pays
the provider of a health service (eg
GP or pathologist) a rebate if they
bulk-bill or it refunds a patient who
makes a claim on a service they have
paid for.

The PBS and aged care also oper-
ate on a system of government sub-
sidies and patient/user co-payments,
although the mechanisms differ
slightly and the role of the govern-
ment is not as visible. The amount
subsidised depends on age or income/
assets.

The government tested the water
in 2014 to see what interest there was
in the private sector. Not surprising-
ly, there was no shortage of takers.
Serco, eftpos providers, Australia
Post, Telstra and the four Big Banks
were circling like vultures as they
could smell the juicy profits on offer.

The government’s aim is to
completely digitalise the process.

Towards these ends the government
has set up a Digital Payments Service
Taskforce which it says is exploring
“innovations in the current payments
system to improve the consumer
experience.”

The government argues that
because it does not have the capac-
ity to develop the technology it must
use the private sector to manage the
system! This is utter nonsense.

Privatisation of these payment
systems will result in thousands of
public servants being sacked, per-
sonal data being handled by private
corporations, quite possibly offshore,
and no real guarantee of privacy.

Once the privatisation of pay-
ments is in place, the next step will
be to hand over the insurance side of
Medicare which covers out-of-hos-
pital medical services to the private
health insurance sector — to the likes
of BUPA and Medibank Private.

Privatisation will only increase
costs as a layer of profits is built into
a system which is presently not-for-
profit. Patients will fund these profits
with further cuts to the health budget.

Instead of privatising the system,
the government should be nationalis-
ing it and directly funding services.
The millions of dollars saved could
be used to create jobs, build public
hospitals and nursing homes provid-
ing quality care. &

""CPA Port Jackson
Discussion Hour

Tuesday March 1

Defending workers’ rights

Tuesday March 15
Women'’s rights

5:30 pm until 6:30 pm

Fave your say!
UWhite a letter to the Editor.
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Health a top priority

for Gap campaign

Rudi Maxwell

The Close the Gap campaign has
called for more investment in
Indigenous health and for that
funding to be directed to Abo-
riginal and Torres Strait Islander
organisations. The “Close the
Gap - Progress and priorities
report 2016” was tabled in Fed-
eral Parliament on February 10,
with campaign co-chairs Jackie
Huggins and Mick Gooda leading
its release.

And the report recommends
adding a justice target to the CTG
measures and also for more consid-
eration of Indigenous people with
disabilities. The campaign steering
committee has called for clear nation-
ally coordinated action to reduce
inequalities in health between Indig-
enous people and other Australians.

“The message from the Close the
Gap campaign is clear,” the steering
committee wrote. “Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander health inequal-
ity is an issue of growing national
concern. We can and want to be the
generation that closes the gap but we
must stay the course and keep our
attention and resources focused on
this goal.

“The health gap has rightful-
ly been described as a stain on our
nation, and this generation has the
opportunity and responsibility to
remove it.” The report calls for
appropriate funding and an over-
all increase in resources directed
towards Indigenous health.

It also asks for a rethink of
the federal government’s Indige-
nous Advancement Strategy (IAS).
“Another area of concern for the
Campaign Steering Committee is the
impact of the IAS on the social deter-
minants of health. The Campaign
Steering Committee believes that the
IAS should be nationally coordinated
along with state and territory govern-
ments, and demonstrate how it will
contribute to achieving the Close the
Gap targets.”

The report makes the explicit
recommendation that the government
address last year’s recommendations,
implying that there has been little or
no action.

And the Steering Committee
repeats last year’s call for a justice
target to be added.

However, federal Indigenous
Affairs Minister Nigel Scullion has
consistently opposed a justice target.
“The argument for this makes no
sense because the Australian gov-
ernment has no lever it can pull to
reduce incarceration rates, other than
addressing the fundamental building
blocks to disadvantage,” he said.
“The criminal justice system is a
state and territory responsibility and
the Commonwealth has no business
interfering with the judiciary.”

The report asks for consistency
and a calm response, pointing out
that apparent slow progress in clos-
ing the gap in life expectancy is to be
expected, as the benefits of recently-
implemented health improvements
will take years to measure.

“The Campaign Steering Com-
mittee continues to counsel govern-
ments to consider the generational
effort that is required to attain health
equality, rather than chop and change
approaches based on an unrealistic
appreciation of the health gains pos-
sible only a few years after an initia-
tive is introduced,” the report says.

“Because of the lead times
between the design and roll out of
programs, and for improvements to
be measured, analysed and reported,
and then accrue as improvements to
life expectancy, the high level health
impacts of the Closing the Gap Strat-
egy should not be expected to be
measured in data until at least 2018.”

The steering committee points
to figures showing more Indige-
nous people using health care, but
says there is still a way to go before
parity is reached with the rest of the
population.

It also says that while Indig-
enous people’s access to medicines

has improved, there needs to be more
flexibility and coordination between
pharmaceutical schemes.

The Close the Gap report names
Aboriginal Community Controlled
Health Organisations (ACCHOs) as
preferred primary health care pro-
viders to Indigenous communities,
saying they give better health out-
comes and are more effective at pro-
viding culturally competent care.

“Achieving health equality by
2030 is an ambitious yet achiev-
able task,” it said. “It is also an
agreed national priority. With well
over 200,000 Australians support-
ing action to close the gap, it is clear
that the Australian public demand
that government, in partnership with
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island-
er peoples and their representatives,
build on the close the gap platform to
meet this challenge.

“They believe that we can and
should be the generation to finally
close the appalling life expectancy
gap between Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander and non-Indigenous
Australians.”

Koori Mail &

CSG battle hots up

Traditional owners have been
front and centre in leading more
than 130 people in a protest at
the construction site for Santos’
coal seam gas (CSG) wastewater
treatment facility near Narrabri,
northern NSW.

The mining company’s plan for
an 850-well CSG production field
in the Pilliga forest has been con-
troversial, with protests in the area
growing over the past few weeks.
But other local Indigenous people
say they are prepared to negotiate
with Santos, with the local native
title group taking a pragmatic
approach.

tpearson@cpa.org.au

Pilliga Country Connect spokes-
man Paul Stearim, a Gamilaraay
man, said the protestors want to
protect the environment, the ani-
mals and the traditional lands of his
people.

“The most important thing to
us is to stop Santos,” he said. “We
want them to know that they are not
welcome in our sacred Gamilaraay
lands. We performed a traditional
ceremony to properly get rid of bad
and evil from the place, which is
Santos in this case.”

Gomeroi woman Jeddy Fern-
ando, from Moree, said Santos had
not been in contact with the local
people.

“Very undercover”

“They’ve been consulting with
the native title representatives but
that’s it — they didn’t talk to the
community and it was all very
undercover,” she said.

“I want to stand proud and pro-
tect the land that I want my chil-
dren and their children to be able to
see. CSG kills everything around

it and our culture is built on that
land. Everything around the site is
dying and it’s just heartbreaking to
see.”

Gomeroi People Native Title
Claim Group spokesman Alf Priest-
ley, from Moree, said Santos has
been engaging with the community
but hasn’t started the process of
negotiation yet.

“We don’t like mines but what
right have we got to stop them. The
government gives them approval,
so they’ll build the mine anyway,”
he said.

“But we will have the opportu-
nity to negotiate to get our people
jobs and careers from the mines, to
get services to the towns and to pro-
tect and preserve sacred lands and
artefacts.

“If we could change the Native
Title Act we would, but all we’ve
got is our legal right to negotiate
and we should at least have a go at
it. It’s better to hold on to 60% of
something than to hold on to 100%
of nothing.”

Koori Mail &

The work-for-the dole scheme was a brain child of the Howard
government. It started in 1998 and its stated goal was to motivate
people, especially young people in finding jobs. From the very
beginning the critics of the scheme described it as “cruel and puni-
tive”. The emphasis was placed on the unemployed and their “work
ethic” or the absence of it as the primary source of youth unemploy-
ment. Globalisation, the exploitation of unskilled labour, increased
use of labour-saving technologies in industry, collapse of many
manufacturing industries were not taken into consideration. A 2013
examination of Department of Employment data revealed the pro-
gram is one of the least effective ways to help people to find jobs.
Now a new report (which cost $340,000 to prepare) concluded that
the scheme is hardly working. A two percentage point increase
in the probability of job seekers having a job placement is not a
great outcome considering the $1 billion spent on it in three years.

Victorian hospitals are facing a funding crisis that could lead to
a drastic reduction in health services. The federal government
is cutting $73 million in funding to Victoria. It will be an equiva-
lent of 12,000 elective surgery procedures or 180,000 emergency
department presentations or covering chemotherapy for 72,000
patients. Victorian president of the AMA Tony Bartone said the
cut was an “extremely disappointing and ludicrous action by the
federal government. In 2012 we saw the federal government cut
$107 million from the Victorian health budget and the effects were
immediate and severe. Thousands of elective surgeries were
cancelled, operating theatres, hospital beds were closed and hos-
pital staff lost their jobs,” he said. Victorian health providers have
based all their care planning on the basis of getting the money as
promised by the federal government. To remove $73 million from
the health system with only four and a half months to go before
the end of the financial year is madness. As Mr Bartone point-
ed out “operating budgets and service levels are already well
underway and the only way for hospitals to achieve these cuts
is to immediately and substantially reduce service provision”.

Hobart is the home to many of the 110 CSIRO scientists who
are involved in climate monitoring and modelling and whose
jobs are on the line. These two main programs face the axe and
Australia is under international scrutiny as two major scientific
events will be taking place there in March and May. CSIRO sci-
entists have submitted papers to the International Partnerships
in Ice Core Sciences (IPICS) conference. They are also involved
in research into the effects of ocean acidification and will be tak-
ing part in “The Ocean in a High CO2 World” conference in
May. While the value of Australian research is not in question,
the decision to dismantle most of the climate monitoring and
modelling capability is. A shockingly bad and short-sighted deci-
sion which is making many international scientists wonder.
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Sebastian Vargas

Politically relevant street art has
a long tradition in Latin America.
In recent years, it has increasingly
become mainstream. Its great
strength is that it triggers public
debate, which is precisely the
intention of the artist creating it.

In Latin America, artists and
activists have found a way to make
controversial issues public for all
to see — even in restrictive politi-
cal environments and even for the
illiterate. They use street art. Wall
paintings called “murales” mark the
public space in many parts of Latin
America.

“In a wall painting, the message
is crucial, but it needs to be well
painted,” says 42-year-old Dardo M,
a well-known muralista from Buenos
Aires. Street art is intended for public
consumption, not for perusal in a gal-
lery or living room. Dardo M speaks
of an artist’s attempt to communi-
cate with the observer and put across
a specific message. In his eyes, wall
paintings are an art form as well as a
form of communication.

Since prehistoric times, human
beings have painted on walls to
convey mythical or ritual messages.
The pictures in the Altamira cave in
Spain are a striking example. In the
first century AD, early Christians
painted on walls in catacombs to
communicate with one another. Only
Christians understood the messages;
Roman persecutors could not deci-
pher them. Those wall paintings are
the earliest known antecedents of the
street art and graffiti we know today,
and just as today, they had secret
codes and a social function.

Mexican pioneers

In the past century, Diego Rivera,
Clemente Orozco and David Siquei-
ros revived street art in Mexico. In
the early 1920s, they founded the
Movimiento Muralista Mexicano
(the Mexican street art movement)
and set out to make art for the people.
The movement identified with the
Mexican Revolution of 1910, in
which intellectuals joined forces with
workers and farmers. They sought to
revitalise the indigenous culture that
had been brutally suppressed since

colonial times, and they wanted to
create a modern state.

Paola Maurizio, professor of art
history in Buenos Aires University,
says that “the muralists were for-
mally trained artists breaking free
from formality”. They were inspired
by indigenous and folk art as well
as by 19th-century Italian frescoes.
With wall paintings, the Movimiento
Muralista Mexicano opened a new
channel for public communication.
The large-format murals reflected
elements of Mexican culture and
impressed the largely illiterate rural
people, Maurizio says. After centu-
ries of white domination, they finally
saw themselves depicted on walls as
protagonists of history.

During the Great Depression after
1929, the Movimiento’s approach
to aesthetics and ideology spread
to the US and beyond. The mural
art movement had been confined to
Latin America: Colombia, Venezue-
la, Peru, Chile, Bolivia, Brazil, Uru-
guay and Argentina. But during the
devastating economic crisis which
exacerbated social inequality in the
US, its anti-authoritarian approach
was increasingly adopted. Later, in
the 1960s, leftist students did so in
Europe, and street art found its way
to the US again by that circuitous
route. In the 1970s, graffiti art, a
successor of muralismo, emerged in
New York and Philadelphia and then
spread around the world.

Art for everyone

Graffiti tends mostly to be text,
not images. The inscriptions get
their significance from the social
context and serve a social function.
Walls are not painted just for deco-
ration; graffiti makes statements and
expresses protest. Graffiti sprayer
Santiago Amrein, 28, from Buenos
Aires claims that anyone who paints
on a public building without permis-
sion commits a political act by seiz-
ing public space. “That’s what I like
best about street art,” he adds. “We
are trying to democratise art.”

“Street art” is a very broad
term and covers diverse forms of
expression alongside wall painting
and graffiti. Stencil graffiti, which
makes text or images easy to repro-
duce, is increasingly popular, “tags”
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A wall painting in San Juan La Laguna, Guatemala, depicting the Indigenous women'’s hard life.

— stylised signatures — are very wide-
spread, and digital art forms are now
emerging, such as video mapping
and digital graffiti, which are stored
on a tablet, PC or mobile phone and
broadcast via social media.

Argentine artist Natalia Rizzo
points out that a muralista planning
a wall painting needs to take account
of the dimensions of the building and
the routes of passers-by. “Passers-
by will only stop for a closer look
if the work awakens their interest.
Otherwise, they just walk past,” the
34-year-old says.

In recent years, street art has
increasingly become mainstream.
Graffiti has been institutionalised
by galleries and even “confined” in
museums. Major brands and com-
panies use street art techniques and
even commission street artists for
advertising campaigns. At the same
time, there is still a strain of revolu-
tionary political street art that oppos-
es commercialisation. The Bolivian
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From a series of murals done by David Siqueiros depicting the Mexican Revolution.

anarcho-feminist artists’ collective
Mujeres Creando is one example.

Feminist messages

Mujeres Creando have been
active for more than 20 years at
various levels, engaging in political
activism, artistic activity and feminist
empowerment. The artists use graf-
fiti as a form of expression, spray-
ing walls and buildings in La Paz
with aphorisms such as “Eva is not
made from the rib of Evo” or “Pach-
amama [Earth Mother], you and I
both know that abortion has always
been around”, ‘“Women who unite
don’t need to put up with violence”
or “There can be no decolonisation
without depatriarchalisation”. In
1993, the collective used graffiti to
call for an election boycott in protest
over widespread vote-buying ahead
of the presidential election.

Mujeres Creando denounce
racism and violence at various levels
— from state agencies, family and
sexual relations through to institu-
tional settings. Their public criticism
of patriarchal violence and the abuse
of authority has influenced social
movements across Bolivia. Mujeres
Creando staged a major event at the
31st Biennal de Sao Paulo in Sep-
tember 2014. The group created an
installation called “Space to Abort”
at the modern art exhibition, featur-
ing giant uteruses onto which short
films were projected.

In Sao Paulo, a special form of
graffiti known as “Pixo” or “Picha-
cao” is found at every turn. The
young artists, the pichadores, com-
pete to spray their tags on the city’s
tallest buildings, in places that they
reach by free-climbing or with the
support of ropes. Juneca, a 28-year-
old ex-pichador, declares: “If it was
legal, no one would bother. We are
part of the periphery, of the margin-
alised community, and we say very
clearly: I exist, I’'m here, and I want
you to see me.”

This extreme artists’ movement
is made up largely of very young
people, many of them teenagers.
It uses creative means to represent
marginalised sections of the city’s
people. Jannis Seidaris, a German
graphic designer, writes: “Picha-
cao consists of tagging in a distinc-
tive, cryptic style inspired by runic
and Gothic script and the logos of

many ‘90s rock bands. Poverty and
isolation enabled the style to survive
without being influenced by Western
graffiti or basic typographical rules.”
In the past, Pixo was an expression
of punk or resistance against mili-
tary dictatorship; today its motto is
“Down with the dictatorship of the
mainstream”.

Controversial art event

Wall paintings have an influence
not just on the art world but, more
importantly, on the social environ-
ment. The city of San Miguel de
Tucuman, the capital of one of the
poorest provinces in Argentina with
the highest child malnutrition rate in
the country, was shocked by an art
event in early 2015: a series of stick-
on graffiti images of hanged children
with four balloons appeared on walls
in the city, triggering a public and
media debate.

The art event was entitled
“Felices los ninos” (Happy Children)
— a reference to a Catholic founda-
tion of the same name whose direc-
tor, Padre Julio Grassi, is serving a
jail sentence for child abuse.

The art event criticised not only
the Catholic Church but also the
state, which supports the foundation.
It also referred to child labour during
the lemon and strawberry harvest in
the province. Artist Sofia Jatib, who
initiated the event, recalls: “Everyone
was shocked by the image. But it is
so hypocritical to portray childhood
as innocent.” She considers that idea
an authoritarian dream.

Many of the wall paintings can
still be seen in Tucuman today.
Despite the negative press, people
are open to the artists” message.
Domestic helper Ana Maria, 55, says:
“I don’t find the images disturbing.
What I find much more disturbing is
hearing people say that slum-dwell-
ers should be slain before they grow
up. It’s a remark I hear often because
the children of the poor in this society
are worth nothing.” Raul Lopez, a car
mechanic in Tucuman, believes that
the press may be outraged by the hor-
rific images of the art event but “the
politicians in this province don’t give
a fig when children die.”

The great strength of wall paint-
ing is that it triggers public debate.
And that is precisely the intention.
Third Wor/c}) Resurgence &
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Victor Grossman

“Shoot them down!” That’s one answer to
the problem of refugees and immigrants
flooding into Germany, clearer even than
any Trump-wall. It was offered by Frauke
Petry, head of Alternative for Germany
(AfD), the fast-growing party which, now
at 12 percent nationally, has moved up into
third place, outstripping the Greens at 9-11
percent and the Left party (LINKE) at 8-10
percent.

No slips of tongue,
finger, or mouse

Backing up Petry was her deputy Beatrix
von Storch, who wrote on the Internet: “That’s
the law. People coming out of Austria have
no right of asylum. And those on duty at the
border may use their firearms ... against people
who resist repeated orders to halt by trying to
flee.” When a journalist asked if this applied
to women and children she answered approv-
ingly “Ja.”

Her response shocked so many that Frau
von Storch backtracked, claiming that her
finger had slipped on the mouse; she hadn’t
really meant it after all.

But Storch and Petry had indeed quoted a
West German law of 1961. Sarcasm went viral
about the troubles of a Storch (German for
stork) with a mouse, but also about the years of
reproach against GDR border guards for invok-
ing a very similar law.

Their words, though lamely retracted, were
no slips of tongue, finger, or mouse but well
calculated to appeal to widespread, growing
fears and hatred toward “invading foreigners,”
especially “Islamists.” For a while most of the
media supported Angela Merkel’s surprising
statement last summer that all refugees were
welcome.

But the worst of the gutter press and, a
bit more cautiously, many on TV, now dwell
increasingly on unpleasant difficulties in inte-
grating and housing over a million arrivals and
stridently reporting any crimes or misdemean-
ours committed by men with foreign-sounding
names.

Episodes like the groping and mugging on
New Year’s Eve, though probably not by recent
immigrants, provided a field day for those with
racist sentiments — and the AfD kept growing,
ever bigger, ever more dangerous. Its Pegida
soulmates in Dresden (if such people have
any kind of souls) still march every Monday,
though recently with diminishing numbers.

Their attempts to go European, with ral-
lies in Warsaw, Amsterdam, Prague, and Milan,
almost unanimously fizzled, with only a few
dozen, at most a few hundred adherents scowl-
ing angrily at their adversaries. This was good
news. But over ten percent would vote for
Pegida if it fields candidates. If it doesn’t, most
would vote for the very similar AfD.

Bowing to the pressure

There is a marked indirect result; in
Bavaria, which sits on all entry portals from
the South, its strong, separate sister party of
Merkel’s CDU always pushes from the further
right. Worried about losing ground to the AfD,
it is making constant demands that immigration
rules be toughened.

Merkel’s party, beset by its tough Bavarian

Yanis Varoufakis during the launch of the Democracy in Europe Movement (DiEM) in Berlin.

siblings and facing three important state elec-
tions in March, is anxiously watching its pop-
ularity slip downward and at signs of mutiny
against Merkel’s hitherto unchallenged rule. It
has been bowing to the pressure and dragging
its limp Social Democratic partners with it.

There were many quarrels: How many refu-
gees should be sent back to Algeria, Afghani-
stan, Sudan, or Syria? How quickly? Many
are unmarried men, many others are young
husbands hoping to fetch wives and children
they left behind. How many may do so? How
many years should they wait? How many of
the several thousand unaccompanied children
must wait two years before their parents can
join them?

The LINKE, though also uncertain about
such complex matters, stresses that the wars
and poverty causing the immigration must be
confronted. It opposes sending German AWAC
planes over Syria, it demands an end to weapon
sales to all governments involved, it opposes a
one-sided policy blaming only Assad and Putin
while shutting eyes and supporting, with kind-
est words and deadliest weapons, Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, and Turkey, which stoke the misery and
keep bombing Kurds and Yemenis.

Progressives, though (quite uniquely)
approving Merkel’s earlier humanitarian words,
were sceptical about her deeds when she said,
“If Europe fails on the question of refugees,
it won’t be the Europe we wished for,” they
wondered what kind of Europe that might be.
Thinking of her strangulation of Greece and
general “austerity” policy for poorer counties,
poorer mostly thanks to German wealth, they
were hardly euphoric.

Pressure from the AfD and its allies push
the whole political establishment rightward,
rather like Trump, less crudely but also reflect-
ing general dissatisfaction with “status quo
parties.” Could we see anything here like the
“Bernie revolution” and its euphoria?

In Germany we already have a leftist party,
the LINKE. Some of its leaders and members

fought hard and won points on many issues
despite media treatment nastier than any against
Bernie Sanders (as yet!). There are many other
fighting organisations. None have achieved
anything like Bernie’s charisma.

Calling for a new start

Did a new candidate appear on the hori-
zon or, more precisely, on the stage of Berlin’s
Volksbiihne theatre on February 9?

Yanis Varoufakis, the 54 year-old, noble-
nosed, head-shaven, motorcycling ex-Finance
Minister of Greece, who left the Syriza govern-
ment to protest its knuckling down to the com-
mands of the financiers, called for a new start,
not just in Greece but in all of Europe.

Naming it the Democracy in Europe Move-
ment (DIEM25), it aimed at a new constitu-
tion for the European Union by 2025 (hence
the name).

He shared the stage with many leftists,
from LINKE co-chair Katja Kipping and
Podemos politician Miguel Crespo Urban, and
with some per video screen, like Barcelona
mayor Ada Colau, US economist James Gal-
braith, WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange and
Slovenian intellectual Slavoj Zizek. But not all
were fully convinced.

Unlike some on the left, he wants neither
to wreck nor leave the European Union, but
wishes instead to save it, and with it all of
Europe, from itself. Alarmed by a nearly total
lack of solidarity for Greece last year, by the
austerity crisis, the almost overwhelming immi-
grant onset and the growing danger of far-right
forces like AfD, Golden Dawn, Le Pen and men
like Geert Wilders, he wants no exit from the
euro and no calls for social uprisings or split-
offs of the EU but rather its united defence,
regardless of party, even a disregard of parties.

He said: “T am proudly Left but DiEM25
is more than that. Neo-liberalism has made
social democracy impossible. I ask all demo-
crats, social democrats, liberal democrats: can
you live with this? We are radical in a way that

Unlike some on the left Varoufakis wants
neither to wreck nor leave the European
Union, but wishes instead to save it, and
with it all of Europe, from itself.

liberal democrats must be if they are to sur-
vive.” His main call is for transparency and
video coverage of European Union activities,
with large-scale democratisation the only way
to prevent collapse and rightist chaos.

Other groups, like Attac, Blockupy, and
the LINKE are making plans of their own for a
hopefully growing number of ever larger dem-
onstrations, urging European-wide solidarity
and big change while opposing gathering shad-
ows from the right. They will also watch the
new DIEM25 with interest.

Since it and many protests will locate in
Berlin, where elections are due in September,
a brief look at its political scene is warranted.
It is already warming up (like the weather this
winter) but while Social Democrats, Christian
Democrats, Greens, and the LINKE are watch-
ing polls rise and fall (in just that popularity
order at the moment, a nasty new addition is
expected; again the AfD, truly bloodthirsty buc-
caneers, while other quite peaceful pirates will
soon be missing.

In 2006 the audacious young Pirates party,
with its logo flag boldly billowing, cast anchor
in Berlin. Its defence of internet freedom and
transparent democracy was so attractive that
it soon won almost 9 percent of the vote and
15 seats in the legislature and spread to other
parts of Germany. It seemed to lean in a port-
side direction.

But as with pirate crews of yore (and
modern portside-leaners, too, alas), it was soon
rent by quarrels; a few sailed upwards and more
to starboard, others quit political sea-faring
altogether. Some, in their often daring apparel
and hairdos, stayed bravely on. Most conspicu-
ously, the head Pirate in Berlin’s legislature dug
deeply and bravely into the dunghill of incom-
petence and buried-treasure corruption which
have turned the new hub airport, planned to
open in 2012 but due now, just maybe, in 2017,
into a national joke. But he too, noting that the
party has long stagnated at three percent and
can hardly remain in office after September,
decided to abandon ship with 34 fellow Pirates
and, most interestingly, to support the LINKE
(Left).

What this may mean is uncertain. Some in
the Berlin LINKE hope for renewed strength
from young people and want to join with the
Greens in replacing the Christian Democrats
(CDU) in a new coalition with the Social Dem-
ocrats (SPD). Is that a Varoufakis direction?
Others recall with worried melancholy that
every time the LINKE has joined a coalition
in Germany it ended up weaker than before.
Yes, there are some good people here, too, but
a Bernie Sanders or two would be a big help!
People’s World &
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TPP protests mount

Mark Gruenberg

Workers and their allies took
their protests against the jobs-
destroying pro-corporate Trans
Pacific Partnership (TPP) trade
and investment pact to a meeting
of Asian-Pacific leaders in Palm
Springs, California, that President
Obama hosted recently.

But while Obama and the other
leaders vowed to continue push-
ing for the controversial treaty, a
key “free trade” supporter, Republi-
can House Speaker Paul Ryan, says
the pact needs changes — but not in
worker provisions — before Obama
can send it to Capitol Hill. And the
AFL-CIO released a comprehensive
report on the huge holes in the TPP’s
labour provisions.

The TPP, which would set trade
and other pro-business rules for 12
nations around the rim of the Pacific
Ocean, was signed earlier this year.
The earliest that legislation’s imple-
mentation can come to Congress is
April 3.

There, the TPP bill — not the pact
itself — would be subject to one up-
or-down vote in each house of Con-
gress, and after limited debate and
no amendments. Ryan says the TPP
needs changes to get votes. Other-
wise, he told Fox News on February
14, it won’t pass Congress.

The Palm Springs marchers, the
AFL-CIO report and 2,600 comments
workers filed with the US Interna-
tional Trade Commission, which
is analysing the TPP at Congress’
request, say it doesn’t need chang-
es. They say it must be scrapped and
renegotiated.

“Governments should be seek-
ing out ways to lift working stand-
ards and protect the environment, not
how to pit working people against
one another,” T Santora of Commu-
nications Workers of America Local
9003 told the crowd in Palm Springs
on February 15.

“The TPP would force American
employers into greater competition
with companies exploiting work-
ers paid less than 65 cents an hour
in countries like Vietnam. A coun-
try could literally set its minimum
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wage at a dollar a day and still be
in compliance with the TPP’s abys-
mally weak labour standards. It’s no
wonder the TPP’s opposition is so
strong,” he said.

The AFL-CIO report, issued Feb-
ruary 16, backed his point, in detail.

“A number of important labour
recommendations were wholly
ignored,” the fed said. “Those pro-
posals that were not wholly ignored
were included in a weakened
form that would undermine their
effectiveness.”

As examples, the report notes
the trade pact’s labour rights sections
lack enforcement teeth or deadlines
and treat complaints about labour
rights far differently than the TPP
treats corporate complaints about
interference with potential profits.
And that’s for starters.

“The TPP contains different dis-
pute settlement mechanisms for for-
eign investors and working people,”
it says. “Foreign investors can bring
cases against TPP parties on their
own, without having to petition their
own government to do so. Working
people must petition their govern-
ments, and then engage in years-
long campaigns to attempt to move
the cases through the arduous proc-
ess.” And secret trade courts handle
the corporate complaints, it notes.

“TPP bargainers” — trade minis-
ters — “create effective dispute set-
tlement mechanisms when they want
to. Thus, the failure to equalise the
dispute settlement procedures avail-
able to workers was purposeful,” the
report says.

It also notes that while the TPP
requires its 12 member nations to set
minimum labour standards, it leaves
the standards up to them, rather than
requiring them to obey international
criteria on such things as the mini-
mum wage and the right to organise.

“The TPP explicitly provides
these (labour) obligations will be sat-
isfied ‘as determined by’ each coun-
try,” the pact’s 19th article says. “As
aresult, a TPP country can set a min-
imum wage of a penny an hour, or
allow shifts of 20 hours per day with
no overtime pay, or require workers
to provide their own safety gear-and
yet be fully compliant with the TPP.”

And the TPP is also vague on
employment discrimination and does
not address labour rights violations
and repression in Mexico, Chile,
Peru and Brunei, as well as anti-
worker practices elsewhere, such as
misclassification of workers in New
Zealand, for example.

“As it currently stands, the TPP
fails workers,” the report declares.
“The AFL-CIO and global labour

movement stand in opposition to the
agreement. To be effective at creat-
ing shared prosperity and inclusive
growth, the TPP must be renegoti-
ated to include protections for work-
ers, as well as the environment and
other public interest issues, that are
as strong as all other protections in
the agreement-including those for
investors.

“Other chapters must be renego-
tiated to include rules that promote
rather than inhibit progressive eco-
nomic policies that correct market
failures, ensure adequate govern-
ment investment in infrastructure
and human development, and provide
certainty for workers, not just global
businesses,” the report concludes.

Communications Workers mem-
bers were blunter in letters to the
trade commission.

“Americans can’t get jobs if the
jobs are being sent wholesale over-
seas. It is clear that for the Ameri-
can economy to thrive again, we
have to bring jobs back home again
and impose restrictions that put our
working families ahead of interna-
tional corporations that don’t even
pay taxes here. Instead, the Trans
Pacific Partnership represents a giant
step in the wrong direction that will
blow a hole in the American econo-
my, which will have to struggle for

—

decades to recover,” said Louis Ker-
shner of Bothell, Washington

“This trade pact is a corporate
grab for yet more power, which it
will use to further deny American
workers decent pay and benefits and
protections. There is no justification
that exists for this,” added Seattle
CWAer Charles Pierce.

“The US will lose countless jobs
by signing on and affirming the TPP,”
said Kristin Brody of Chicago. “It’s
the same model that resulted in the
loss of 3.4 million jobs after NAFTA
(North American Free trade Agree-
ment), which now makes it almost
impossible for me to buy American-
made goods to support our economy
and our workers here at home...

“It’s clearly all about business-
es making money and ravaging the
environment. Instead of going along
with slave wages and ecological
destruction in Asia, the US should
pave the way for others to be treated
fairly, care well for God’s beautiful
creation all over the world, and pro-
tect workers and manufacturing here
at home, which the TPP does not. No
thank you!”

People’s World &

France

Pseudo-democracy

Guillaume Kress

President Francois Hollande,
whose legitimacy stems from noth-
ing but a fraudulent multiparty
electoral system, has repeatedly
abused his authority since taking
office in 2012 by waging illegal
wars in foreign countries (i.e.,
Mali, Syria) without consulting
his electors.

He recently failed to confer with
them when his social democratic
government responded to last year’s
terrorist attacks in Paris by adopting
Orwellian domestic policies — poli-
cies that have allowed the Hollande
administration to spy on citizens,
block websites containing “terror-
ist related content”, strip convicted
“terrorists” of French citizenship,
and criminalise activism against
Israeli occupation.

These policies prevent the
spread of information which may
expose the government’s criminal
activities. We should note, here, that
the state of emergency greatly facil-
itates political corruption.

To put it briefly, the state of
emergency law turns France into a
totalitarian police state which can
act for a maximum period of 12 days
without requiring judicial oversight
or search warrants. Given France’s
compliance with Zionist interests, it
is not surprising that Human Rights
Watch recently exposed the French
government’s “abusive and dis-
criminatory raids and house arrests
against Muslims under its sweeping
new state of emergency law.” This
discrimination is not coming to an
end any time soon, for Hollande’s
administration just voted in favour
of extending its state of emergency
for three months.

Since the government can use
its extraordinary powers to force
journalists (via fear tactics like law
suits and heavy fines) to comply
with policies which emphasise secu-
rity over freedom (i.e., censorship,
spying), the state of emergency
ironically prevents any independent
investigation into the criminal activ-
ities that triggered the emergency in
the first place.

The state of emergency is part
of a global campaign to prevent
conspiracies from surfacing on the
internet:

“In 2008 ... the US government
had decided to fund individuals,
both at home and abroad, to disrupt
the forum websites of conspiracy
theorists and to create groups to
contradict them.

“This not having sufficed,
France is called upon to take author-
itarian measures. As in the past, the
French elites, of which the Socialist
Party forms the pseudo-left wing,
have placed themselves under the
orders of the main military power of
the time, in this case, the US.”

Sam Scheichner’s recent blog
post for The Wall Street Jour-
nal confirms France’s intention of
cooperating with America to clamp
down on “terrorist content” on the
internet:

“During his forthcoming visit
[to the Silicon Valley in February
2016], Mr Cazeneuve [France’s
Interior Minister] says he will meet
with US firms to ‘update our level

of cooperation,” and also get togeth-
er with US Attorney General Loretta
Lynch and Department of Home-
land Security Secretary Jeh Johnson
to discuss their recent push to curb
terrorist content on social media.

““The US now also wants to
work with operators to counteract
terrorist content on the Internet’ Mr
Cazeneuve said. ‘Our audacity has
paid off, and now we’re schooling
others, and I’'m very happy about
that.””

Cazeneuve’s optimism conven-
iently hides the fact that the US has
used the NSA to spy on France’s
last three presidents; that terror-
ism itself is an American-Israeli
enterprise; that “terrorist content”
can mean anything and therefore
“to counteract terrorist content”
might in the future imply a clamp-
down both on public information
(i.e., conspiracy theories) and on
encryption communications — a
clampdown on internet privacy as a
whole, of which the state of emer-
gency can facilitate.

So France is doing everything

in (and now outside of) its powers
today to prevent the spread of infor-
mation which may expose its crimi-
nal activities alongside America and
its Zionist allies.

More people realise that the
internet is the only place where
they can freely debate such issues
because it is the only tool capable
of horizontalising the distribution of
subversive information and creating
a platform for community-building
which cuts across class antagonisms
during a banking crisis.

Since the people’s access to
public information on the internet is
itself their best tool for independent
thinking, their best defence against
misjudgement and misinformation
because they gain a more objective
understanding of things (insofar as
they are less liable to the influenc-
es of the government), Hollande’s
administration is now pressed to
respond to this threat by extending
the French state of emergency.
globalresearch.ca &
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playing Washington?

Finian Cunningham

A massive apparent terror
attack in Turkey’s capital comes
at a crucial time just when the
Erdogan government is trying
to woo Washington’s support for
its military intervention in Syria.
The Turkish capital Ankara last
Wednesday was hit with a deadly
car bomb outside its military
headquarters. Reports put the
dead at 28 with more than 60
injured in what appears to have
been a highly sophisticated attack
during evening rush hour.

The powerful blast went off just
as two buses ferrying military per-
sonnel stopped at traffic lights out-
side the army headquarters at a busy
intersection which is also near minis-
terial and parliament buildings. This
part of the capital is normally kept
under tight security.

Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu has accused forces linked
with the Syrian Kurdish YPG militia
of the terrorist attack.

The Turkish military have been
shelling YPG units across the border
in northern Syria. Erdogan and Dav-
utoglu had issued several statements
prior to the Wednesday bombing in
Ankara denouncing the YPG as “ter-
rorists” owing to their links to sep-
aratist Kurdish militants in Turkey
belonging to the PKK (Kurdish
Workers’ Party).

This was at least the fourth major
apparent terror attack inside Turkey
over the past seven months. In Janu-
ary this year, a suicide bomber killed
10, mainly German tourists, in the
city of Istanbul. Last October, a blast
at a Kurdish peace rally in Ankara
killed nearly 100 people. Both attacks
were blamed on the Islamic State (IS)
terror group, although Kurdish activ-
ists accused Turkish state intelligence
agents of clandestine involvement in
the October atrocity.

Turkish military intelligence,
MIT, has been implicated in collud-
ing with the IS group — from gun-
running and oil smuggling across
the Syrian border, to facilitating the
jihadists access to chemical weapons.
Several Turkish opposition lawmak-
ers have openly accused the Erdogan
government of complicity in criminal

activities and sponsoring extremists
in Syria for the purpose of regime
change in Damascus.

Can Dundar, the editor of Cum-
huriyet, as well as several other
Turkish journalists have been arrest-
ed in recent months for publishing
newspaper articles that exposed the
MIT in providing weapons to terror
groups in Syria. Those claims cor-
roborate extensive information gath-
ered by Russian military surveillance
since its intervention in Syria last
September, implicating Turkish state
involvement in cross-border terror
supply routes.

The notion that IS or some other
Al-Qaeda-linked network would
carry out the latest attack in Ankara
does not therefore seem plausible.
The Erdogan government may pub-
licly claim to be part of the US-led
coalition fighting against Islamist ter-
rorism, but, as noted, there is more
evidence to implicate the Ankara
authorities in covertly liaising with
the very same terrorists.

Why would the terror group then
bite the Turkish hand that feeds it?

As for the speculation that the
Ankara car bombing could have been
carried out by Kurdish militants, that
doesn’t make sense either. The YPG
have gained a lot of favourable inter-
national media attention recently
from their effective fight against IS
and related jihadist terror brigades in
northern Syria, including Jabhat al
Nusra and Ahrar al Shams.

Working with Russian war-
planes and Syrian army forces, the
YPG has captured several key vil-
lages and towns north of the strategi-
cally important city of Aleppo. The
Kurdish fighters are this week set to
close in on the jihadist stronghold of
Azaz, a town on the Syrian-Turkish
border. Azaz is a major supply route
for the regime-change insurgents,
which the MIT has been implicated
in facilitating.

In a complex situation, the
YPG is also backed by the United
States, even though Washington
has given its support covertly to the
anti-government militants in Syria.
Washington labels this latter group
“moderate rebels”. But there is evi-
dence that weapons supplied by the
US have ended up in the hands of
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hardline Al-Qaeda brigades, like IS
and Nusra. This has led to the bizarre
scenario where US-backed militants
are fighting against other US-backed
militants in northern Syria.

The Voice of America news
outlet quoted one US-based analyst
this week as saying: “It’s a complete
wreck. There are literally US-backed
groups fighting other US-backed
groups right now. Specifically, the
US-backed opposition in northern
Aleppo is fighting the US-backed
YPG. I have never seen a situa-
tion where one CIA-backed group
is fighting another with this kind of
intensity.”

The Turkish government has
become almost apoplectic over
Washington’s support for the Kurd-
ish militants in Syria. Erdogan last
week repeated an ultimatum to US
President Barack Obama “to back us,
not the terrorists” — referring to the
YPG. Ankara fears that the embold-
ened Syrian Kurds might eventually
carve out a separatist state with their
PKK comrades in southeast Turkey.

In the dirty business of covert
war for regime change, it seems rea-
sonable to claim, as the Syrian gov-
ernment has, that the Turkish military
are shelling across the border in order
to give their jihadist assets cover
from the combined assault of Rus-
sian air power, the Syrian army and
the YPG.

Meanwhile, Ankara has come in
for sharp criticism from the United
Nations, Washington and Paris for
its cross-border artillery fire, which,
on the face of it, constitutes an act of
aggression against a sovereign state.
The US has even called on Ankara
to cease firing. Erdogan snubbed the
appeal and vowed to continue the
cross-border shelling.

In this context, it would seem
entirely stupid of the YPG or its
Kurdish affiliates in Turkey to carry
out a terror attack in the capital. The
Kurds would only be squandering
valuable international political sup-
port by committing such an atrocity.

However, if the terror attack can
be pinned on the YPG, that would
serve Erdogan very convenient-
ly. Which raises the question: who
really did pull it off? The sophisticat-
ed style, in the heart of Ankara, with
precision timing strongly suggests a
state military agency. In short, a false
flag terror attack.

The political consequences play
to Erdogan’s advantage. It bolsters
his claims that the Kurdish militants
are “terrorists” and unworthy of
Washington’s support. At the same
time, it allows the Turks to step up
their military campaign in Syria, call-
ing for a no-fly zone and, further-
more, to solicit the go-ahead from
Obama for a ground invasion.

But we need to keep in mind the
bigger picture here. Turkey wants to
go into Syria not to fight terrorism,
as claimed, but rather to assist their
covert “brothers-in-arms” among the
regime-change jihadist terror bri-
gades. That would inevitably bring
NATO member Turkey into a head-
on confrontation with the Syrian
army and Russia.

Does Washington really want to
go there?
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Ankara, Turkey: the powerful blast went off just as two buses ferrying military
personnel stopped at traffic lights outside the army headquarters.

Region Briefs

The Japanese people in le village and Kanagawa Prefecture
recently protested against the US military entering their ports.
Anti-nuke and peace organisations in Kanagawa demanded the
US’s nuclear-powered submarine Texas leave Yokosuka base,
and they oppose the US making the base a stronghold for aggres-
sion, claiming the US’s militaristic reaction escalates tensions
in the region. The US nuclear-powered aircraft carrier Ronald
Reagan docked at the base for radiation repairs last year, which
consequently triggered public concern over safety. le village’s
local assembly issued a statement to protest against the US trans-
porting weapons and soldiers to the island for military exercises.

China’s State Council recently releases guidelines to improve
its social support system, helping over 5.8 million people who
are unable to support themselves. The people include sen-
ior citizens, minors under 16 and the disabled, as they often
lack sources of income, care from families or ability to work.
Two thirds of them now live at home alone. The improved sys-
tem aims to solve problems for the people, providing basic daily
needs and care services. Local governments are asked to pay
more attention to the system, while developing volunteer services.

China’s State Council and the Communist Party of China’s Central
Committee published another guideline to improve govern-
ment openness at all levels. The guideline called for more public
participation and transparency in decision-making process, lis-
tening to public opinion from media, experts and stakeholders,
explaining policies, responding to public concerns and shar-
ing official information through press conferences and websites.

Vietnamese President Truong Tan Sang last week visited
the museum of former revolutionary prisoners in Hanoi. The
museum was founded 10 years ago at Nam Trieu Commune
and initiated by a former prisoner, Lam Van Bang. It is run by
former revolutionary prisoners, educating younger genera-
tions about the country’s revolutionary traditions. The President
met and sent gifts to former revolutionary prisoners, saying
that they are the represent communist and revolutionary spirit.

Vietnam’s Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union will hold activ-
ities across the country to mark the Youth Month of March,
according to the Union’s Central Committee. The event aims
to educate young people about the Union’s role in nation build-
ing, defence and socio-economic development. The first week
of the month will provide work advice to the youth, visiting facto-
ries and vocational training schools. The activities in the second
week will be tree planting, raising awareness of climate change
and environmental protection. The Union’s members will partici-
pate in social welfare activities, building houses and providing
medicines for people in need. The Union will celebrate its 85th

founding anniversary to conclude the month in the fourth week.
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Science and history
of climate change

Science says 2015 was the hottest
year since 1880. The UN Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) report says the
world average temperature has
not risen since 1998. What makes
the best headline?

The French historian of climate
Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie identified
the decade 1860 to 1870 as the end
of the Little Ice Age. Due to global
warming, bad (cold) weather had
become good (warm) weather.

The average world temperature
has gone up by 0.7 or 0.8 of one
degree since then. It may be that in
2015 the average temperate has gone
up by 1/10th of a degree to 0.09 Cel-
sius (or maybe not).

Page 61 of the Technical Sum-
mary of the 2013 Report of the IPCC
is headed “Climate Models and
the Hiatus in Global Mean Surface
Warming of the Past 15 Years”. The
15 years referred to are the years 1998
to 2012 inclusive. The year 2012 was
the cut off point of the 2013 report.
The “hiatus” is possibly continuing
or maybe the supposed increase by
maybe 1/10th of a degree Celsius is
a significant change.

Professor Le Roy Ladurie
referred to an “optimum” (high
point) of the “Recent Amelioration”,
the recent improvement, in the years
1947 to 1952. The German historian
of climate Hans von Rudloff wrote:
“The summer of 1947 represents the
peak, the extreme limit of present
climate”.

Letters / Culture & Life

Historians do not predict the
future. They leave that up to qualified
scientists. But what Le Roy Ladurie
and Hans von Rudloff may be taken
to imply is that since 1947 eventually
it is going to get cold again. We just
don’t know.

Brian W Lowe
Koonawarra,
NSW

Oxfam response to
Scott Morrison’s
Press Club address

Tax:

“Given the PM’s focus on inno-
vation, the government’s approach
to economic management is unex-
pectedly old-school. Here’s an idea
that’s “outside the box” — multina-
tional corporate taxation, and tack-
ling tax dodging.

Despite the Treasurer saying the
government is cracking down on

multinational tax dodging, the cur-
rent multinational corporate tax eva-
sion framework he’s signed up to is
only a fraction of what’s needed to
prevent this practice.

Current information exchange
arrangements exclude most devel-
oping countries, so corporations still
have the ability to continue to con-
ceal and shift profits generated in
these economies.

The information exchange is
also only between tax authorities,
and is not public, which isn’t good
enough. At a time when governments
around the world are struggling to
raise funds to provide the basic serv-
ices people need, our government’s
focus should be on properly clamp-
ing down on corporate tax avoidance,
and tax evasion.

It’s estimated that tax dodging
by multinational companies costs the
world’s poorest countries at least US
$100 billion every year.

This is money that governments
in developing countries could have
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used towards poverty alleviation,
and providing basic services for their
communities.

Should the Treasurer choose to
focus on fully tackling multinational
tax evasion, we can fund services at
home, and help impoverished com-
munities abroad get access to serv-
ices that we take for granted.
Spending:

The mantra of “just stop spend-
ing” is fine when you’re talking about
buying an on-trend dress, or the latest
technological gadget.

Fiscal policy doesn’t quite
work like that. It’s not a household
budget.

At a time when our government
is only giving 33 cents in every $100
of our income towards foreign aid,
further cuts would have unimagina-
ble impacts on the most vulnerable
peoples on the planet.

Dr Helen Szoke
Oxfam Australia
Chief Executive
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The war in Iraq is primarily responsible for unleashing the forces we now know as ISIS/ISIL/Daesh/etc.

“]1 helped create I1SIS”

A former US Marine who served in Iraq in 2003-05 explains how much ISIS is the
product of the accumulated wrongs and horrific crimes committed by the US against
the Iraqi people during its genocidal military campaign in that country.

For the last several years, people around the
world have asked, “Where did ISIS come
from?” Explanations vary but largely focus
on geopolitical (US hegemony), religious
(Sunni-Shia), ideological (Wahhabism) or
ecological (climate refugees) origins. Many
commentators and even former military
officials correctly suggest that the war in
Iraq is primarily responsible for unleash-
ing the forces we now know as ISIS/ISIL/
Daesh/etc. Here hopefully I can add some
useful reflections and anecdotes.

Mesopotamian nightmares

When I was stationed in Iraq with the 1st
Battalion, 7th Marines, in 2003-05, I didn’t
know what the repercussions of the war would
be, but I knew there would be a reckoning. That
retribution, otherwise known as blowback, is
currently being experienced around the world
(Iraq, Afghanistan, Yemen, Libya, Egypt, Leba-
non, Syria, France, Tunisia, California, and so
on), with no end in sight.

Back then, I routinely saw and participated
in obscenities. Of course, the wickedness of
the war was never properly recognised in the
West. Without question, anti-war organisations
attempted to articulate the horrors of the war
in Iraq, but the mainstream media, academia
and political-corporate forces in the West never
allowed for a serious examination of the great-
est war crime of the 21st century.

As we patrolled the vast region of Iraq’s Al-
Anbar Province, throwing MRE (Meal Ready
to Eat) trash out of our vehicles, I never con-
templated how we would be remembered in
history books; I simply wanted to make some
extra room in my Humvee. Years later, sit-
ting in a Western Civilisation history course at

university, listening to my professor talk about
the cradle of civilisation, I thought of MRE gar-
bage on the floor of the Mesopotamian desert.

Examining recent events in Syria and Iraq,
I can’t help but think of the small kids my
fellow Marines would pelt with Skittles from
those MRE packages. Candies weren’t the only
objects thrown at the children: water bottles
filled with urine, rocks, debris and various other
items were thrown as well. | often wonder how
many members of ISIS and various other ter-
rorist organisations recall such events.

Moreover, I think about the hundreds of
prisoners we took captive and tortured in make-
shift detention facilities staffed by teenagers
from Tennessee, New York and Oregon. I never
had the misfortune of working in the detention
facility, but I remember the stories. I vividly
remember the Marines telling me about punch-
ing, slapping, kicking, elbowing, kneeing and
head-butting Iraqis. I remember the tales of
sexual torture: forcing Iraqi men to perform
sexual acts on each other while Marines held
knives against their testicles, sometimes sodo-
mising them with batons.

However, before those abominations
could take place, those of us in infantry units
had the pleasure of rounding up Iraqis during
night raids, zip-tying their hands, black-bag-
ging their heads and throwing them in the back
of Humvees and trucks while their wives and
kids collapsed to their knees and wailed. Some-
times, we would pick them up during the day.
Most of the time they wouldn’t resist. Some of
them would hold hands while Marines would
butt-stroke the prisoners in the face. Once they
arrived at the detention facility, they would
be held for days, weeks and even months at a
time. Their families were never notified. And

when they were released, we would drive them
from the FOB (Forward Operating Base) to the
middle of the desert and release them several
miles from their homes.

After we cut their zip-ties and took the
black bags off their heads, several of our more
deranged Marines would fire rounds from their
AR-15s into the air or ground, scaring the
recently released captives. Always for laughs.
Most Iraqis would run, still crying from their
long ordeal at the detention facility, hoping
some level of freedom awaited them on the
outside. Who knows how long they survived?
After all, no one cared.

We do know of one former US prisoner
who survived though: Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi,
the leader of ISIS.

Amazingly, the ability to dehumanise the
Iraqi people reached a crescendo after the
bullets and explosions concluded, as many
Marines spent their spare time taking pic-
tures of the dead, often mutilating their corps-
es for fun or poking their bloated bodies with
sticks for some cheap laughs. Because iPhones
weren’t available at the time, several Marines
came to Iraq with digital cameras. Those cam-
eras contain an untold history of the war in Iraq,
a history the West hopes the world forgets. That
history and those cameras also contain footage
of wanton massacres and numerous other war
crimes, realities the Iraqis don’t have the pleas-
ure of forgetting.

Unfortunately, I could recall countless hor-
rific anecdotes from my time in Iraq. Innocent
people were not only routinely rounded up, tor-
tured and imprisoned, they were also incinerat-
ed by the hundreds of thousands, some studies
suggest by the millions.

Only the Iraqis understand the pure
evil that’s been waged on their nation. They
remember the West’s role in the eight-year war
between Iraq and Iran; they remember Clinton’s
sanctions in the 1990s, policies which result-
ed in the deaths of well over 500,000 people,

largely women and children. Then, 2003 came
and the West finished the job.

Today, Iraq is an utterly devastated nation.
The people are poisoned and maimed, and the
natural environment is toxic from bombs laced
with depleted uranium. After 14 years of the
War on Terror, one thing is clear: the West
is great at fomenting barbarism and creating
failed states.

Living with ghosts

The warm and glassy eyes of young Iraqi
children perpetually haunt me, as they should.
The faces of those I’ve killed, or at least those
whose bodies were close enough to examine,
will never escape my thoughts. My nightmares
and daily reflections remind me of where ISIS
comes from and why exactly they hate us. That
hate, understandable yet regrettable, will be
directed at the West for years and decades to
come. How could it be otherwise?

Again, the scale of destruction the West has
inflicted in the Middle East is absolutely unim-
aginable to the vast majority of people living
in the developed world. This point can never
be overstated as Westerners consistently and
naively ask, “Why do they hate us?”

In the end, wars, revolutions and counter-
revolutions take place and subsequent gen-
erations live with the results: civilisations,
societies, cultures, nations and individuals sur-
vive or perish. That’s how history works. In the
future, how the West deals with terrorism will
largely depend on whether or not the West con-
tinues their terroristic behaviour. The obvious
way to prevent future ISIS-style organisations
from forming is to oppose Western militarism
in all its dreadful forms: CIA coups, proxy
wars, drone strikes, counterinsurgency cam-
paigns, economic warfare, etc.

Meanwhile, those of us who directly par-
ticipated in the genocidal military campaign in
Iraq will live with the ghosts of war.

Third World Resurgence &
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Film review by Eric A Gordan

Rams

Icelandic director Grimur Hakon-
arson has a small hit on his hands
in his new film Rams, starring
two of his country’s leading stage
actors, Theodor Juliusson in the
role of Kiddi, and Sigurour Sig-
urjénsson as his younger brother
Gummi.

The island country in the North
Atlantic claims the northernmost
national capital city, Reykjavik, at 64
degrees north. But the city is never
mentioned. Rams is set in a rural
valley, with the modern conveniences
and social services one might expect
from an advanced social welfare
state, but the main occupation — pre-
occupation may be the better word
— is the local sheepherding industry.

Hakonarson has not made a
documentary, but the narrow focus
on the lives of these country people
almost makes it so. We see how an
old employment has kept the popu-
lation going, although again, there
is little of the greater world beyond.
We don’t really know what happens
with these sheep: Are they raised
for their wool, their meat? Both?
For internal consumption? For the
world market? Through good times
and bad, strong communitarian
principles have kept this important,
historic economic sector from disap-
pearing. It’s considered part of the
national patrimony.

We do learn that indeed there
have been some bad times, when
the dreaded sheep disease scrapie
has infected the flocks. (It was intro-
duced from Britain in the 19th centu-
ry.) When this catastrophic contagion
breaks out every few years, attacking
the animals’ brains and spinal cords,
there is really nothing else to do but
slaughter the whole valley’s sheep,
destroy stacks of hay and anything
that might harbour the scrapie mites.
And then meticulously disinfect eve-
rything left standing.

One inconsolable communi-
ty member, given the news, asks,
“Why not just take us too?” Govern-
ment agencies are strict in their pro-
tocol, appropriate for any infectious
disease, which the populace simply
has to follow, like it or not, aware

that their own future depends on full
eradication.

A snippet of an Icelandic poem
is recited at a Budardalur village
awards gathering, about the age-old
co-dependency of sheep and man
in this part of the world. It’s a good
reminder of that rimy tradition of
epic poetry about this isolated cul-
ture going back many centuries since
the Norse first settled there well over
a millennium ago.

Because of the great distance
from other cultural influences, and
additionally owing to its own largely
rural speakers, the Icelandic language
has remained remarkably consistent
for longer than just about any other
European language. People there can
trace their ancestry thanks to record-
keeping from the very beginning of
Icelandic civilisation.

It’s not hard to understand why
a people with so little productive
activity to engage in for long winter
months, except working to keep their
sheep alive, would be drawn to epic
sagas of the mist-shrouded past.

Rams is itself a kind of Icelan-
dic saga, albeit a modern one, with
ancient roots in well-manured soil:
The struggle of both humans and ani-
mals to survive in unforgiving nature,
pestilence of biblical proportions,
brothers who have not spoken for 40
years although they live in adjacent
houses on the same old family prop-
erty, sacred promises to dying par-
ents, old scores never settled.

This is the same forbidding land-
scape that yielded up the epic novel
Independent People by Halldor Lax-
ness, the only Nobel Prize laureate
(in 1955) from this small country.
That novel, likewise set in the back-
ward hinterland, revolves around
the slow process of tenant farmers
gradually buying their way out of an
indigenous form of feudalism that
dominated Icelandic society for cen-
turies. In 1953 Laxness was awarded
the Soviet-sponsored World Peace
Council Literary Prize.

It’s ironic that the two principal
characters in Rams, so obsessed with
breeding and the survival of their
unique, award-winning stock from
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the Budardalur Valley, are themselves
seemingly disinterested in perpetuat-
ing their own DNA. Neither has mar-
ried nor has offspring.

One could easily enough inter-
pret Rams metaphorically as a stand-
in for the whole world — threatened
on the one hand by ecological dis-
aster, yet on the other, stymied by
ignorance, greed and tribalism from
saving itself.

The film is described in some of
the publicity as a comedy, but it is so
only in the wisest, darkest and most
contemplative appreciation of “the
human comedy” — which is as often
as not a comforting euphemism for
the human tragedy. Be prepared at
best for a few sad, knowing chuck-
les at the foibles that beset our all
too proud species. The film has won
a number of film festival awards,
including “Un Certain Regard” (hon-
ourable mention) at Cannes.

The enigmatic ending leaves us
not really knowing who will survive,
man or sheep? Maybe both. Maybe
neither. In any possible outcome,
redemption does not come cheap.
People’s World &
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Cuba

Virtual war
and the fate of

Ana Belen Montes

WT Whitney

She is a political prisoner, but more;
Ana Belen Montes could be consid-
ered a prisoner of war. I refer to
the US political and economic war
against Cuba. She took sides in that
war: specifically, she authored a
Defence Department report in 1998
claiming that Cuba represented no
military threat to the United States.
Her report is supposed to have cov-
ered up Cuba’s non-existent chemical
and biological warfare capabilities.

Imprisoned as the result of her anti-
US government action, Belen Montes is
a prisoner of conscience.

At her sentencing in 2002 she told
the judge: “I obeyed my conscience
rather than the law. ... I felt morally obli-
gated to help the island defend itself from
our efforts to impose our values and our
political system on it.” And: “What mat-
ters to me is that the Cuban Revolution
exists ... What’s necessary is that there
will always be a Cuban Revolution.”

The FBI arrested Belen Montes two
weeks after September 11, 2001. To
avoid a death sentence for treason, this
high-level analyst for the US Defence
Intelligence Service pleaded guilty to
conspiring to commit espionage for
Cuba. Belen Montes received no money.
The former specialist in Cuban and Latin
American affairs is serving a 25-year jail
term.

The five Cuban anti-terrorist agents
jailed in the United States between 1998
and 2014 — the Cuban Five — benefit-
ed from a US and worldwide solidari-
ty campaign, until now non-existent for
Montes. That may be because the Cuban
government stood up for its own citizens
and because the Five gained favour for
having monitored private terrorist groups
and not the US government primarily.

Now maybe Belen Montes’ time

has come. An international campaign on
her behalf has been building, with com-
mittees taking shape in Latin America,
Europe, Canada, and the United States.
Three petitions are circulating; one asks
for her release, two for humane treat-
ment. Defenders charge that in prison in
Texas, Belen Montes is isolated from the
general prison population and prevented
from receiving visitors, telephone calls
and emails.

At the time of her trial the odds were
slim that Belen Montes could avoid
harsh punishment. Fear and vengeance
prevailed in the United States following
the September 11 terror attacks. Official
rhetoric cast Cuba as an enemy.

Reporting on Cuban espionage
activities in early 2003, the New York
Times cited policy makers affirming that
“Mr Castro’s Communist government
remains a threat to American national
security.” State Department official Otto
Reich was quoted as saying, “These
activities and others prove that they are
a hostile country.” According to the Wall
Street Journal in 2002, State Department
reports indicated that “Cuba has at least
some bio-weapons technology and has
expressed concern that Cuba could share
the science with rogue states.”

Even in 2014, a right-wing website
was accusing Belen Montes of being
“one of the most damaging spies in US
history.” Allegedly, she was “shaping US
foreign policy on Cuba.” Specifically, the
prevailing notion of danger from Belen
Montes is hardly favourable to chances
the US government will soon ease her
prison conditions or pardon and release
her. Likewise, continuing US hostility
toward Cuba is bad news for her.

US aggression against Cuba per-
sists despite the restoration recently of
bi-national diplomatic relations. The US
economic blockade remains, counter-
revolutionaries inside Cuba still enjoy
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US support and money, Cuban land
in Guantanamo is still occupied, and
the Cuban Adjustment Act, a cold-war
legacy, remains in force.

On that account, the burgeoning sol-
idarity movement on her behalf seem-
ingly has little choice but to join with
the ongoing push to finish off anti-Cuban
US aggression, which, from the start, has
been cruel and, under international law,
illegal. The thought here is that what
happens to Ana Belen Montes will play
out within that context to the advantage
of both struggles.

Harsh US treatment of Belen Montes
itself testifies to the persistence of US
all-but-war against Cuba. And the fight
to normalise relations with Cuba fits
within the larger category of generalised
US anti-imperialist struggle. So, logical-
ly, there are two struggles encompassing
the campaign for Belen Montes’ freedom
and for decent treatment in prison.

When Belen Montes was arrest-
ed and prosecuted, her family’s Puerto
Rican origins may have given rise to
suspicions she sympathised with Cuba
and Puerto Rico’s shared anti-colonial
struggle. Maybe she does. But the Puerto
Rican independence struggle, at least as
represented by Puerto Rican political
prisoner Oscar Lopez Rivera, has taken
up her cause unequivocally.

Lopez Rivera recently issued a state-
ment saying: “I think that every Puerto
Rican who loves justice and freedom
should be proud of Ana Belen. What
she did was more than heroic.” Thus it
seems possible the campaign on behalf
of Belen Montes can escape isolation.
Instead it could take on the colourings
of two larger campaigns that are really
the same: one to normalise US relations
with Cuba and the other to resist impe-
rial overreach.
petitions.moveon.org/sign/buried-alive
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Solidarity Poem

She thumbs through
caressingly,
looking for laksa.

The book emits age and a rhythm of
words,
brown pages britle.

Each instruction informs us
that
we are part.

An ancient and succulent
dish,

sweet yet shocking.

Chicken & noodles & coriander &
coconut,
hunger craving safisfaction.

from whence it comes the plough
turns,
people dig earth.

They watch the sun dip
low,
and organise thoroughly.

Theirs is a itter and long
struggle,
old as colonialism.

Bent with oppression in his
cell,
the prisoner dreams.

The pot simmers its milky
crucible,
clung with goodness.

In our couniry a police cell
death
swings head sideways.

outside the fog rises
slowly,
filling the trees.

Poem & illustration by Tom Pearson
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