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The fallout from the announcement of staff 
cuts at the CSIRO has not abated since 
agency head Larry Marshall’s notorious 
email landed in Malcolm Turnbull’s inbox. 
Scientists gathered in Melbourne for the 
conference of the Australian Meteorologi-
cal and Oceanographic Society wore blue 
tape arm bands in protest and issued a 
strongly worded statement calling on the 
federal government to reverse the cuts at 
the world-renowned science organisation 
(see page 5). Hardest hit by the job losses 
will be the Ocean and Atmosphere division 
that carries out vital research on climate 
change (see article in last week’s Guardian).

So far, the government is backing Marshall, 
a former Silicon Valley entrepreneur, and his 
swipe at climate science. This underscores the 
‘business as usual’ nature of the Turnbull gov-
ernment despite the PM’s media-hyped differ-
ences with his predecessor on the issue. The 
CSIRO chief claims that the time has come to 
move on from research on climate change to 
the sorts of products that could deal with it. Or 
so the story goes. Marshall’s statement that the 
strength of the warnings coming from the sci-
entifi c community “sounds more like religion 
than science” would be music to the ears of 
the pro-coal federal government and makes his 
own position clear.

Religion and science
Marshall’s statements about the cuts and 

his “vision” for the country and the CSIRO are 
pure corporate speak. “Just like a start-up, our 
nation needs to re-invent itself in order to nav-
igate a new and uncertain future. Our nation 
needs us to create the science to enable the 
innovation for this profound reinvention,” he 
said.

The CSIRO chief takes his inspiration 
from the former chief talent offi cer of video-
streaming transnational, Netfi lx. A document 
from Patty McCord said that “Netfl ix leaders 
hire, develop and cut smartly, so we have stars 
in every position.” Marshall is taking a very 
Netfl ix-like attitude to CSIRO staff claiming 
that “It will be up to them if they stay and go.” 
NBN chief and former chair of the Australian 
Nuclear Science and Technology Organisation, 
Ziggy Zwitkowksy has come out in support of 
Marshall and CSIRO chairman and former Tel-
stra CEO, David Thodey.

In recent decades the almost religiously 

held belief that corporate methods should be 
applied to government services and institutions 
has been imposed on the Australian commu-
nity. The accumulated funding cuts, privatisa-
tion and commercialisation of the CSIRO have 
taken a heavy toll on the organisation. Its abil-
ity to contribute to the world class research 
and innovations for application in industry and 
agriculture has been undermined, not enhanced. 
At the same time, the government is taking its 
babble about innovation and the “nimble” econ-
omy to the next level.

“Exciting time”
Right on cue for the lead up to the fed-

eral election, the Turnbull government has 
announced its National Innovation and Sci-
ence Agenda. “Welcome to the ideas boom”, 
the full page ads declared last week. TV ads 
are being broadcast. More than one commenta-
tor complained that the $28 million being spent 
to convince people “there’s never been a more 
exciting time to be an Australian.” would have 
been much better spent on the CSIRO and other 
research spending.

The campaign claims the government will 
make it “easier for innovative businesses to fi nd 
investors and access funding” and “for people 
to take a risk and give their ideas a go” and 
so on. The opportunism is plain. Time will tell 
just how much “innovation” will fl ow from the 
“agenda”, but history doesn’t tell a pretty tale 
about these sorts of schemes with their pots of 
money for grants. People wanting to take up the 
challenge for innovation in renewable energy, 
for instance, had the funding rug unceremo-
niously ripped out from beneath them. In the 
meantime, the world is being denied research 
on which our response to climate change is 
based.

Scientists alarmed
Like his conservative counterparts around 

the world, Turnbull is hoping people believe 
the climate emergency was ‘fi xed’ at the recent 
COP21 Paris climate talks. Unfortunately, the 
problems are still with us and evolving. Aus-
tralia’s new Chief Scientist, Dr Alan Finkel, 
learnt of the axe-wielding at the CSIRO 
through the media. The head of the Bureau of 

Meteorology, Rob Vertessy, whose organisation 
collaborates on modelling and other programs 
with the CSIRO, found out the day before the 
announcement. Such is the respect for science.

Dr Finkel spoke his mind at a recent meet-
ing of the Senate estimates committee. “There 
is no question that Australia needs a continuous 
and highly effective commitment on climate 
science, both to meet our national needs and to 
fulfi l our international commitments.”

Flying blind about changes to the climate 
increases the risks for everybody, including 
industrial agricultural and fi nancial interests. 
Unfortunately, short term profi ts, primarily 
those of the climate disrupting coal industry, 
are being put ahead of far more basic needs. 
Corporate interests are crushing science. They 
should never have been let near policy relat-
ing to the environment, education and science. 
The results are in. Capitalism has plundered the 
planet and threatens to make it uninhabitable. 
Its acolytes should not be directing the research 
that could help direct us away from the threats 
coming from climate change. 
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Challenge to asylum seeker policy
The High Court of Australia’s recent validation of legislation 

concerning off-shore processing of asylum applications was a bit-
ter disappointment to those who oppose the federal government’s 
ruthless treatment of asylum seekers.

But the moral responsibility lies not with the Court but with 
the government, which framed the legislation, and with the Labor 
Party, which entered into a bipartisan arrangement to pass it. And 
the new law is retrospective, an appalling precedent that sets the 
scene for the future victimisation of individuals and minority groups.

However, a storm of protest has now broken out over the gov-
ernment’s proposal to fl y 267 asylum seekers (including almost 100 
children, of whom 37 are babies) from Australia, where they had 
been receiving medical treatment, back to the nauseatingly primitive 
and dangerous Nauru detention centre.

Coalition and Labor premiers from fi ve states have now offered 
sanctuary to those asylum seekers, and religious leaders from 44 
churches, 5 cathedrals and 21 mosques have followed the ancient 
tradition of offering them sanctuary within their places of worship.

Labor deputy leader Tanya Plibersek was the only Labor MP to 
respond to a letter sent recently to all parliamentarians by a group 
of 900 academics concerned over the issue. She has now described 
asylum seeker politics as “toxic” and called for the release of all 
children from mainland and offshore centres.

Staff at one Brisbane hospital have refused to discharge an 
asylum seeker child because they would be sent back to Nauru. 
Doctors and other professionals stationed in the off-shore centres 
have risked prosecution by revealing the grim reality about the 
detention centres.

Asked whether the government would send the 267 asylum seek-
ers back, an obviously uncomfortable Minister for Immigration Peter 
Dutton replied that each case would be examined individually. But 
that answer is signifi cant, because allowing any of them to stay would 
undermine the vicious policy adopted by Labor and the Coalition, 
that no asylum seeker who arrived by boat would ever be allowed 
to remain in Australia.

The United Nations has criticised successive Australian govern-
ments for their treatment of asylum seekers, including the cynical 
and very expensive practice of trying to resettle them in neighbouring 
countries. (It cost us $55 million to persuade four asylum seekers 
to resettle in Cambodia).

Australia’s Commission for Human Rights has declared that 
our immigration policies seriously breach the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child and the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights.

Despite the government’s policy of banning journalists from 
Nauru and Manus Island, there has been a constant series of reports 
of terrible effects on asylum seekers detained there, with multiple 
cases of sexual and physical assault, self-harm and attempted suicide.

And that includes children. One paediatrician has revealed 
that a report of sexual assault is made every 13 days, and most of 
the victims are children. In November medical personnel reported 
that they had never seen worse cases of childhood trauma, that the 
results from one mass trauma screening test were “higher than any 
published results … anywhere in the world”, and that 95 percent 
of the child detainees were likely to develop post-traumatic stress 
disorder. In response, the Australian government declared it intended 
to build the children some new playground equipment!

The security fi rm managing the offshore centres has recently 
changed its business name and may not renew its contract next 
year because of the possibility of future legal action by detainees. 
The Nauruan government last year promised to complete processing 
600 outstanding applications for asylum within a week, but so far 
only 63 have been completed.

In the past, the coalition and Labor have dismissed criticism of 
the appalling asylum seeker policies. But they cannot do so now, 
with serious splits occurring within their own ranks. They will 
doubtless try to paper over the cracks with minor amendments, 
but that won’t work.

Australia’s treatment of asylum seekers is a national disgrace, 
equivalent to the odious white Australia and stolen generation poli-
cies. The coalition and Labor must dump off-shore processing and 
mandatory detention, and adopt humane policies in keeping with 
our international obligations. There is a growing community move-
ment demanding it.

PRESS FUND
Another minister bites the dust! Turnbull’s cabinet members are 
falling like ninepins around him. But evidence of corruption, bad 
behaviour and deep divisions within the government will not be 
enough to ensure its defeat at this year’s election. That will require 
an almighty effort from working people and progressive parties, 
and it’s a vitally important task because a re-elected government 
would use victory as justification for repression of unions and 
implementation of the Abbott government’s brutal political agenda. 
We’ll be covering the lead-up to the elections closely, but we need 
your support by way of Press Fund contributions, so please send 
us something for the next issue if you possibly can. Many thanks to 
this week’s contributors, as follows:
Mark Mannion $5, “Rough Red” $15, “Round Figure” $15, Eddie 
Seymour $25
This week’s total: $60 Progressive total: $1,640

David Leyonhjelm, the Liberal 
Democrat NSW Senator says that 
Sydney’s alcohol venues lock-out 
laws was a “reactionary response” 
to the one punch and other late 
night violence fuelled by alco-
hol and that the new law “kills 
businesses” and the nightlife in 
Sydney.

The lock-out laws were made 
after two deaths as a direct result of 
intoxication; the victims were killed 
by a king hit punch and as a result the 
lock-out laws include:
• 3am end to bar sales in the 

Sydney CBD and Kings Cross;
• 1:30am lockouts (small bars/

restaurants exempt);
• 10pm closing of packaged liquor 

outlets; risk-based licensing 
scheme; freeze on granting new 
licenses;

• Eight-year mandatory sentencing 
for alcohol-related king-hit 
deaths;

• Increased on-the-spot fi nes 
for anti-social behaviour (for 
example, from $150 to $500 for 

offensive language and from $200 
to $500 for offensive behaviour);

• Increase from two years to 25 
years’ maximum sentence for the 
illegal supply and possession of 
steroids.

Some anti-lock-out law protes-
tors stated that it is killing the Aus-
tralian culture. This statement is 
exactly the problem.

Alcohol related violence in Aus-
tralia is an ideological issue, objective-
ly shaping our attitude and prejudice 
that structure our daily lives regard-
less of whether we are aware of it.

When we consider the lock-out 
laws we must see the fi nal result 
which has been proven to be less 
fi ghts and violence in general in the 
CBD, such as Kings Cross and that 
this law has also cut unnecessary 
costs on the provision of services 
through ambulances, hospitals and 
hospital staff. The nurses around the 
area said “there’s a major improve-
ment in the amount of people getting 
injured on weekends compared to a 
couple of years ago.”

Also, this law leads to less police 
on the streets as a result of the falling 
crime rate.

A community-based survey 
showed there was a significant 
decline from 67% to 58% and some 
community members stated “We 
simply feel safer without the excess 
use of alcohol on the streets”

The promotion and advertising 
of alcohol is pervasive such as crick-
et players in the Australian team 
branded on the chest with a beer  
label. How can we expect to cut 
social and economic harm caused 
by the abuse of alcohol as a part 
of the Australian culture. The big 
alcohol corporations and the hotel 
lobby feed off Australian youth as 
they promote their product any-and 
every-where.

The University of Wollongong 
revealed that on three recent one 
day internationals, two T20 and one 
Ashes Test match had a total of 5,481 
ads promoting alcohol; this amount-
ed to 10 hours and 4 minutes of ads 
promoting alcohol.

The Uni of Wollongong stated 
what many already thought: That 
the youth who were exposed to that 
amount of advertising were more 
likely to develop unhealthy drinking 
patterns and that this should be cor-
rected by having more restrictions on 
the advertising of alcohol in sport.

In fact, alcohol is heading down 
the path of tobacco; a blanket ban of 
advertising.

Nevertheless, the result of the 
government’s decision on the lock-
out laws was a positive outcome.

The Communist Party’s position 
is to support actions such as the lock-
out laws that prioritise public health 
and safety: Safe streets for everyone 
without having the fear of an assault 
as a result of abuse of alcohol, and 
for a continued cut to the excessive 
ads pushing alcohol.

As was the case of the pernicious 
tobacco advertising, the target sub-
jects for abuse and addiction are the 
young – and as far as they are con-
cerned, the younger the better. 

Taking issue – Antonella

Alcohol to follow tobacco: 
Blanket ban on advertising

The Adelaide branches of the CPA have taken 
their call for solidarity with the trade unions to 
the streets in recent weeks. Members displayed 
their un-missable message from the Jervois 
Bridge in the Port Adelaide district and the 
Morphett Street Bridge in the city centre. The 
comrades were rewarded with lots of expressions 
of support from morning peak hour commuters. 
The slogan “Workers need strong unions like the 
CFMEU” was not popular with management at 
a construction site on North Terrace but work-
ers clearly had a different attitude.

The CPA in Adelaide is developing aspects of 
the Party’s nationwide Workers’ Rights Campaign 
and will kick off a Community Union Defence 
League (CUDL) at a function at the Semaphore 
Workers Club on Saturday February 27 between 4 
and 8pm. The event is a fundraiser for hard-work-
ing CFMEU organiser Jimmy O’Connor, who was 
fi ned $12,000 in the Federal Court in Adelaide 
last August for trying to secure employment for a 
local worker. The function will feature speakers 
from the trade unions and community and musical 
items. Entry is $10. 

Community union 
solidarity

CPA Port Jackson 
Discussion Hour

You are warmly invited to join us
An informal discussion of contemporary issues

Monday February 22  [please note change of day]

The NSW Government’s 10-year plan to 
privatise public housing
Tuesday March 1

Defending workers’ rights
Tuesday March 15

Women’s rights

All classes 5:30 pm until 6:30 pm 
at 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills

ALL WELCOME

Sydney
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Natalie Cromb & Rudi Maxwell

The spectre of racism in Australia 
raised its ugly head again last 
week after a string of incidents 
targeting Aboriginal people, par-
ticularly on social media, with 
racist taunts including death 
threats, vitriolic comments and 
incidents of black face.

Northern Territory senator Nova 
Peris posted on Facebook pictures of 
racist and violent threats that she had 
received through the mail, including 
a picture that had been doctored to 
have a rifl e sight aimed at her fore-
head. And when Oxfam Australia 
employee Sissy Austin, a Gunditj-
mara woman, called out two young 
white men from Ballarat for mocking 
Aboriginal culture by painting them-
selves black and pretending to per-
form a smoking ceremony, she was 
abused, bullied and targeted online.

“I confronted the individual who 
casually uploaded this photo after 
an ‘Aussie Icon’ themed party last 
night,” Ms Austin posted. “After stat-
ing that this was pure racism the indi-
vidual and a group of this person’s 
friends all stood up and argued that 
this is not racism and that ‘Aboriginal 
people have it easier than everyone 
else in this country ... 

“I thank those who have stuck 
up for the publisher of this photo and 
those who are in it. You have shown 
me that I have a lot of work to do in 
this country and I will fi ght through 
the battles, tears and emotions until 
it is time for the next generation to 
take over.

“We must not be blinded to the 
racism in this country, and remember, 
observers are equally as disgusting as 
the offenders themselves.”

Aboriginal musicians Briggs and 
Thelma Plum supported Ms Austin 
and then they, too, were racially 
abused. Critics of Briggs referred to 
him as a “petrol sniffer” and threat-
ened to refer Briggs’ tweets to his 
employer, to which Briggs quipped, 
“Be sure to send them to my employ-
er, me.”

Briggs and Ms Plum were told to 
kill themselves and received dozens 
of violent threats – but also a lot of 
support. After days of weathering the 
storm, Ms Plum posted a picture of 
herself and her pet rabbit Dolly.

“I’ve been pretty sad the last 
couple of days due to the amount 

of uneducated a$$holes here in this 
country,” she wrote. “I just wanna 
say a reeeeally huge thank you to 
everyone for having my back and 
for fi ghting the good fi ght with me. 
We have started the conversation and 
now we need to continue it.

“Unfortunately for some reason 
Australia doesn’t have any laws 
regarding blackface unlike so many 
other places in the world. So until 
then it’s our job to pull the racist 
gronks up and hold them account-
able for their actions.

“Maybe next time people will 
think before acting so careless and 
cruel. It is neither a joke nor your 
right to appropriate a culture that is 
not yours. Whether your intentions 
were genuinely to pay respect to an 
‘Aboriginal Icon’, now that I and 
many other mob have said we do not 
like this, you should accept that with-
out any argument or defence.”

Race Discrimination Commis-
sioner Tim Soutphommasane told 
the Koori Mail that victims of online 
abuse should consider making a com-
plaint to the Human Rights Com-
mission or, if there is anything that 
involves criminal threats or conduct, 
people should consider reporting it 
to police.

“Public acts of racial vilifi ca-
tion are unlawful under the Racial 
Discrimination Act,” he said. “That 
includes acts made through social 
media, which offend, insult, intimi-
date or humiliate people because of 
their race.

“A substantial number of com-
plaints about racial vilification 
that the commission investigates 
involves conduct on social media. 
It should be noted that the commis-
sion cannot prosecute matters, as the 
Act provides only a civil protection 
against racial discrimination and 
vilifi cation.

“Public acts of racial vilifi cation, 
including those done online, can be 
held accountable under the Act. But 
the way the Act works is it requires 
someone to make a complaint to 
the Commission. Social media can 
unfortunately provide a platform for 
racial hate speech, but it is by no 
means immune from the law.”

A spokesperson for federal Attor-
ney-General George Brandis said it is 
an offence under the Criminal Code 
to use a carriage service (including 
the internet, social media services or 
a telephone) in a way that reasonable 
persons would regard as being men-
acing, harassing or offensive.

“The prohibitions on racial dis-
crimination and vilifi cation under 
the Racial Discrimination Act 1975 
and the cybercrime offences under 
the Criminal Code Act 1995 apply 
to new and social media organisa-
tions in the same way that they apply 
to traditional media outlets,” the 
spokesperson said. 

There have been no instances 
of prosecution by the federal gov-
ernment under the Racial Discrimi-
nation Act. The Attorney-General’s 
Department said that as well as com-
plaining to the Human Rights Com-
mission, people who are facing 
online harassment or cyber-bullying 
are able to report threatening behav-
iour through the Offi ce of the Chil-
dren’s eSafety Commissioner or 
the Australian Cybercrime Online 
Reporting Network (ACORN).

Australia’s approach to racism 
hit international headlines during 
last month’s Australian Open after 

publishing the image of tennis fans 
dressed as world number-one Serena 
Williams, complete with black paint 
and the sign “Keep calm and be 
Serena”. The Daily Mail in Britain 
condemned the tennis fans as “dis-
graceful” and reported that Amer-
ican sports commentators were 
horrifi ed. 

Wiradjuri writer Anita Heiss was 
also racially targeted last week, with 
fran@bunghin716 posting to her 
Twitter account: “His speech was 
nothing but a litany of banal plati-
tudes. The radical truth is that Abo-
rigines have low mean IQ, small 
brains.”

Dr Heiss, however, had the last 
word: ‘”The radical truth is that I 
have a PhD. You?”
Oxfam has started a petition calling 
out racism. 
Visit: oxfam.org.au
(do a search for “call out racism”)
Koori Mail 

Taunts and threats in 
online racist incidents

Pete’s Corner

International Women’s Day 2016
Melbourne International Women’s Day rally and march: 
“Women of the world unite for women’s liberation, 

decolonisation and economic justice!”
Tuesday March 8, from 5:30pm 

State Library of Victoria, Swanson Street

Sydney International Women’s Day rally and march: 
“Stop violence against women!”

Saturday March 12, from 11:30am 

Archibald Fountain Hyde Park North

“March in solidarity with women all over the world who experience patriarchal 

inequality and injustice. This year we will show our opposition to domestic violence 

and walk to ‘Stop Violence Against Women’. All women, men and children striving 

for gender equality and a fairer and more peaceful society are encouraged to 

attend.”

“Women at the forefront of struggle for women’s and workers’ rights”

Sydney International Women’s Day Forum: 

hosted by the Communist Women’s Collective
Saturday March 12, from 2:00pm 

Maritime Union Hall, 365-375 Sussex St, Sydney 

Come and hear our inspiring speakers and join us in celebrating the work of 

courageous and powerful women fighting for justice for women and workers around 

the world.

Afternoon tea. Cost: any donation appreciated. 

For more information contact Linda at 02 9699 8844. 
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Along with the Timor Sea Justice 
Campaign and all Australians who 
work for social justice, human 
rights and fairness in interna-
tional relations, the Australia East 
Timor Friendship Association of 
SA welcomes the announcement 
by Australia’s Shadow Foreign 
Minister, Tanya Plibersek, that a 
future ALP government will enter 
fresh negotiations with Timor-
Leste to establish a permanent 
maritime boundary between 
the two nations that follows the 
principles outlined in the UN’s 
Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS).

[Under this Convention, the 
mid way line between two countries 
represents the maritime boundary 
and each nation has the right to the 
resources in its half of the sea.]

This is a very important posi-
tive step as it will mean an end to 
the shameful policy of Australia, the 
wealthiest nation in our region, of 
ripping off oil and gas resources from 
the half of the Timor Sea belonging 
to Timor-Leste, the poorest nation 
in the region and one of the poorest 
in the world. It is estimated that the 
value of these resources being taken 
by Australia that should be going to 
Timor-Leste could be as high as $40 
billion.

This money is sorely needed by 

the East Timorese to rebuild their 
nation and develop and undertake 
important development for its future 
after the 24 years of Indonesian 
unlawful and brutal occupation. It 
should be remembered that the ille-
gal occupation was fully supported 
by Coalition and ALP governments 
throughout this time.

After Timor-Leste’s independ-
ence, the government of John 
Howard decided to exert pressure 
on the newly independent nation 
to take oil and gas out of its half 
of the Timor Sea and strong-armed 
the leaders of the newly independ-
ent nation into accepting an unfair 
agreement – the Treaty on Cer-
tain Maritime Arrangements in the 
Timor Sea (CMATS). 

After the Timor-Leste govern-
ment made an offi cial complaint to 
the International Court of Justice 
about Australia spying on its meet-
ings about the CMATS deal, the 
Abbott government tried to sub-
vert the course of justice by raiding 
the offi ce of Timor-Leste’s lawyer, 
Bernard Collaery, and seizing key 
documents and also confi scated the 
passport of a former Australian intel-
ligence worker who is a key witness 
in the case.

Shamefully, the ALP govern-
ments of Rudd and Gillard did noth-
ing to change this immoral policy 

during their terms of offi ce between 
2007 and 2013.

In 2013, AETFA SA prepared 
two submissions for a Joint Stand-
ing Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Defence and Trade Inquiry into Aus-
tralia’s relations with Timor-Leste for 
the Federal Parliament. The Inquiry 
was chaired by Nick Champion 
(MHR Wakefi eld SA). 

In the same year, AETFA SA 
sent a delegation to meet with Nick 
Champion to discuss our submis-
sions. During the discussion, our del-
egation raise the issue of the CMATS 
agreement. At fi rst, he tried to tell 
us that this agreement had nothing 
to do with the Inquiry, which was 
quite ridiculous given that it is the 
major point of contention between 
the leaders of the two nations. Then 
he scorned the notion that the ALP 
should change the policy.

Australia’s betrayal of the East 
Timorese is particularly shame-
ful because during World War II, 
they gave great support to Austral-
ian commandos who were fi ghting 
the Japanese army there. After the 
Australians left, the Japanese mili-
tary exacted a heavy revenge against 
the local people for giving that sup-
port and carried out a series of mass 
murders.These resulted in the deaths 
of about 40,000 people. In addition, 
30,000 people lost their lives because 
their villages were attacked or they 
were caught in between combatants.

During WW2, East Timor lost 
about 70,000 people out of a total 
population of half a million. In 

contrast, Australia lost 40,000 lives 
out of a population of 7 million.

After all that the people of Timor-
Leste have suffered over many years 
and given their WW2 sacrifi ce, it is 
time for our leaders to behave fairly 
and recognise the UNCLOS prin-
ciple so that our former allies can 
rebuild their shattered lives and their 
destroyed infrastructure.

For these reasons, Tanya Plib-
ersek’s announcement is very wel-
come. If the ALP is elected at the 
next federal elections and it hon-
ours this promise, relations between 
Timor-Leste and Australia will great-
ly improve as will our image in the 
world at large.

However, it is recognised that 

Australia has already received a 
huge amount of royalties from the 
oil and gas in Timor-Leste’s half of 
the Timor Sea. If a future Australian 
government is going to be fair, the 
money already received from these 
resources should be handed over to 
Timor-Leste.

AETFA SA will be support-
ing actions of the Timor Sea Justice 
Campaign in late March this year to 
call on the current Australian gov-
ernment to recognise the UNCLOS 
principle as Australia accepts this 
arrangement with other nations, but 
not currently with Timor-Leste.“

Andrew (Andy) Alcock
Information Offi cer

AETFA SA Inc

Australia

Timor-Leste

End Australia’s 
“shameful policy”

To: all progressive forces and 
freedom fi ghters 
To: all members and the 
representatives of trade unions 
across the world
We are a group of former labour 
organisation representatives in 
Iran, and the present labour activ-
ists abroad. Our aim is to defend 
and to support the labour move-
ment in Iran. We are asking you to 
sign this petition in solidarity with 
the Iranian jailed workers.

The Petition
The detained workers 

and the labour activists of the 
Khatoon Abad in shahr e Babak 
copper mines must be released 
immediately.

From Tuesday, January 26, 
2016, until now, the 28 protest-
ing workers of the Khatoon 
Abad Copper Mine have been in 

detention/custody. According to the 
available reports, and the statements 
by some of the detained workers’ 
lawyers, so far, no action has been 
taken by the authorities, for the 
release of these workers, and they 
are still in custody.

The workers have been working 
for four years on the lowest wages, 
for the subsidiary copper mine com-
pany, hoping to be employed by the 
refi nery’s project. Saad Moham-
madi, the former CEO of the copper 
company, at the beginning of the 
project, promised to employ all of 
these workers, but last year, the 
copper complex for the required 
labour force were ordered to take a 
recruitment exam. The workers with 
the knowledge that the recruitment 
exam could seriously jeopardise 
their job security, along with their 
families, have protested repeatedly 
for guaranteed job security for the 
past year.

Despite the initial promise from 
the authorities, to guarantee their 
job security, the 170 workers of 
the subsidiary copper Mine Com-
pany of the Khatoon Abad in Shahr 
e Babak, were laid off. Following 
this deception by the government’s 
employer, the workers, along with 
their families started their wide-
spread protest. The suppressive 
police and the security forces of the 
Islamic regime, attacked the work-
ers, beat them, and arrested 28, who 
are still in custody now.

In this industrial area, the 
repression and the denial of the 
workers’ rights, has a long history:

The workers in the Khatoon 
Abad copper Mine complex, have 
been faced with the fundamental 
dilemma/basic problems of the very 
hard work and uncertain job secu-
rity, and their rightful demands, 
either have been suppressed vio-
lently, or have been unanswered by 

the various promises of the manage-
ment of the complex, and the Gov-
ernment’s authorities.

The Iranian and the world’s 
workers remember that following 
the layoff of 200 workers of the 
Khatoon Abad Copper Mine com-
plex of the Babak Shahr in January 
2004, the dismissed workers, with 
their families, started their protests 
and sit ins. The workers after this 
protest action closed the Khatoon 
Abad’s road to the Shahr e Babak.

At this time the oppres-
sive forces of the Islamic regime 
arrived with the use of a helicopter, 
attacked, wounded and dispersed 
the workers. The workers contin-
ued their protest in front of the 
Babak’s City Government offi ce. 
The regime forces shot at the work-
ers this time, killing four and one 
child. The news of the killings was 
published immediately across the 
world, and a global campaign in 

condemning the regime’s crime 
was launched.

We strongly condemn the dis-
missal of the 170 workers of the 
Khatoon Abad copper Mine Com-
pany, repression of the protesting 
workers, and the arrest of 28 work-
ers of this company. We demand 
the immediate and unconditional 
release of all the imprisoned work-
ers, and the labour activists.

If you are interested in sign-
ing the petition and have your name 
published, please contact us by the 
following emails:
Ali pichgah (Former representative 
of the Tehran refi nery council): 
alipichgah@hotmail.com
Morteza afshari (Former 
representative of the Tehran printing 
workers)
morteza17@hotmail.com
Ali Mobaraki (Former representative 
of the Abadan project syndicate) 
kargar_1357@hotmail.com 

An Appeal:

Unite for immediate action 
to release the jailed workers of 
the Khatoon Abad copper mine in Iran

The Information Officer of the Australia East Timor Association SA, 
Andrew Alcock, issued the following statement today following 
yesterday’s statement by Tanya Plibersek at the National Press Club 
about the maritime border between Australia and Timor-Leste:
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We strongly believe that the pro-
posed cuts to CSIRO (announced 
04/02/2016) will seriously under-
mine Australia’s capacity to 
respond to the challenges posed 
by climate change.

Some 100 positions are to be 
cut in CSIRO’s Ocean and Atmos-
phere Flagship as part of 350 lost 
positions across the organisation. 
This will cripple CSIRO’s climate 
research.

Australia is a continent sur-
rounded by rapidly changing weath-
er patterns, connected to a rapidly 
changing global climate. We have 
already learnt a great deal about our 
region’s climate, but urgently need to 
improve our understanding in impor-
tant areas.

Such knowledge is necessary 
if we are to accurately assess the 
choices, including costs and bene-
fi t, of mitigation actions. It is essen-
tial if we are to innovate and adapt 
effectively, and minimise the impacts 
of future extreme events. If large, 
extreme events occur, we need the 
ability to rapidly assess these to diag-
nose further potential risks. Without 
such research, Australians will be 
fl ying blind into an increasingly vol-
atile future.

Generating this vital knowl-
edge depends on continued research 
including long-term atmospheric and 
ocean monitoring, climate modelling, 
and development of climate projec-
tions and risk information for impact 
assessment.

This program is being pursued 
in Australia by CSIRO, in conjunc-
tion with the Bureau of Meteorology 
and university partners. CSIRO is the 

primary research agency for many 
critical elements.

Some examples of CSIRO 
research activities now at grave risk 
include: 
• Monitoring changes in the 

Southern Ocean and how this 
affects global and regional 
climate.

• Monitoring the changing 
chemical composition of the 
atmosphere, including long-term 
trends based on ice core data, and 
air quality measurements at Cape 
Grim. This is vital for assessing 
global sources and sinks of CO2, 
ozone depletion, and verifying the 
effectiveness of mitigation.

• The ongoing development of a 
world-class climate model. The 
ACCESS model is an essential 
tool for analysing how climate 
processes work and for predicting 
how our climate will respond to 
increasing greenhouse gases, and 
is an important member of the 
international ensemble of climate 
models.

• Understanding what drives 
climate variability in Australia, 
and improving our ability to 
predict climatic anomalies.

• Understanding and predicting 
global and Australian region 
sea level rise and extreme sea 
level events and providing this 
information to decision makers.

• Assessing and synthesising the 
latest international and national 
research to provide detailed 
regional projections of climate 
change, which are expertly 
tailored for ease of use in a large 
range of applications. Such 

products are essential for innovate 
adaptation planning, as well as for 
resource management, community 
safety, and public education.

The cuts to CSIRO will leave 
Australia unable to meet certain 
international research commitments, 
including commitments stemming 
from the Paris climate confer-
ence. This research is an imperative 
resource for our Pacifi c and Asian 
neighbours.

We call on the federal govern-
ment to support and strengthen these 
vital research areas, which are essen-
tial in the continual building of Aus-
tralia’s climate research, adaptation 
and mitigation capability.
* Australian Meteorological and 
Oceanographic Society 

CSIRO Climate Research Cuts
Statement by scientists attending *AMOS conference in Melbourne (08/02/2016)

Recent news from Canberra - that 
Australia’s Commonwealth Sci-
entifi c and Industrial Research 
Organisation (CSIRO) intends 
“substantial reductions in head-
count” targeted at “Oceans and 
Atmosphere, Land and Water” 
(and two other units) - sent shock 
waves into the international cli-
mate research community. The 
numbers listed – 350 reductions 
over two years – compared to the 
known sizes of those groups por-
tend an end to CSIRO’s climate 
programs.

These cuts will sever vital link-
ages with Australian colleagues and 
to essential Southern Hemisphere 
data sources, linkages that connect 
Australia to the UK, the USA, New 
Zealand, Japan, China and beyond. 
Australia will fi nd itself isolated 
from the community of nations and 
researchers devoting serious atten-
tion to climate change.

We read that these cuts occur in 
the name of innovation. We learn 
of intended new CSIRO directions 
in “food and agricultural products”, 
“biodiversity and sustainability of 
agriculture, soils and water”, “sci-
ence to keep (our) people healthi-
er”, enhanced capability “to restore 
marine ecosystems”, and the “appli-
cation of environmental big data 

sets”. One can hardly imagine a 
worse and more backward step 
toward any of those laudable goals 
than ignoring climate and discard-
ing climate research.

We fi nd this statement most 
worrisome: “Our climate models are 
among the best in the world and our 
measurements honed those models 
to prove global climate change. 
That question has been answered, 
and the new question is what do we 
do about it, and how can we fi nd 
solutions for the climate we will be 
living with?”

Does Australia, poised among 
Southern Ocean storms, Indian 
Ocean monsoons and Pacifi c Ocean 
El Ninos and cyclones, know its 
water future? Does it know, on 
regional and seasonal scales, its 
projected drought and heat wave 
vulnerability?

Does it know the role of cli-
mate on evolution and transmis-
sion of human and plant diseases, 
on marine ecosystems and fi sher-
ies, and in driving global consump-
tion and migration patterns? Does 
it have, uniquely among nations, 
knowledge and skill to make cli-
mate-smart investment, infrastruc-
ture and policy decisions over the 
next 10 and 20 years? Does CSIRO 
know how actions or inactions 

around the planet will determine 
the climate Australians will live 
with? Does CSIRO recognise that 
complex models and reliable obser-
vations – the basic materials of cli-
mate research – do not just “start 
up”?

Perhaps, in the afterglow of 
CoP21, nations consider the cli-
mate problem solved. We would 
have assumed that, based on its 
substantial intellectual resources 
and unique climate vulnerabilities, 
Australia would not make that mis-
take. Young climate researchers, in 
Asia or Australia or Africa or the 
Americas, motivated to develop the 
daunting range of mathematical, 
observational, geophysical and eco-
logical skills needed to understand 
and predict the earth system, know 
about start-ups, innovations, infor-
mation technology, big data, blue 
and green economies, etc.

They choose their climate 
careers in full awareness of long 
efforts and modest rewards because 
they care about our planet and about 
humanity. They will know and 
admire the researchers of CSIRO’s 
ocean, atmosphere, land, water and 
climate programs. Most of them 
will not see the abrupt abandonment 
of climate research as “an advance-
ment path for growth”. 

CSIRO cuts: 
International response
Statement, World Climate Research Program (08/02/2016)

New parents in low-paid jobs will be up to $10,500 worse off 
under the Turnbull government’s paid parental leave plan, accord-
ing to the research conducted by the University of Sydney’s 
Women and Work Research Group. The research was com-
missioned by women’s group Fair Agenda. Mothers who work 
in healthcare, teaching and retail could lose $3,945 to $10,512 
under the policy. In the infamous 2015 budget, the Abbott gov-
ernment unveiled changes restricting 80,000 new mothers from 
“double dipping” (ex-treasurer’s Joe Hockey favourite phrase at 
the time) by accessing both employer and government paren-
tal leave schemes. In the modifi ed scheme, the weeks of paid 
leave from the employer are deducted from the government’s 
18-week scheme. Fair Agenda said mothers with employer-
based schemes would miss out because of the reduction in the 
weeks of government-paid leave they could access. It will mean 
that thousands of new mothers will be forced out of the work-
force or leave their babies in care to return to work too early.

The Australian Electoral Commission’s (AEC) latest donor 
report revealed that Philip Morris, international tobacco giant, 
donated $10,780 to the National Party in 2014-2015. Scott 
Mitchell, the National Party federal director, denied that the 
two most recent tobacco payments were political donations. 
Instead, the money was supposed to be the fees for the tobac-
co company to meet the party’s federal council and to attend 
drinks after budget night. The Nationals did not declare the two 
payments because they fell under the AEC’s $13,000 thresh-
old, Mitchell explained. Well, somebody has gone to some 
trouble to make sure it all looks right. Considering that smoking 
still remains the largest preventable cause of death and disease 
in Australia killing about 15,000 people a year, the acceptance 
of money from a tobacco company is the last thing any par-
ty should contemplate. No wonder the donations were split so 
as not to attract the AEC’s attention and were not declared.

Kevin Andrews is a former defence minister. He and former 
PM Tony Abbott seem to be taking the “former”’ bit very hard. 
Dumped in September, they still think they have a chance of 
a come-back, or at least a pay-back. Abbott went to the US to 
address the Christian conservative group Alliance Defending 
Freedom. Andrews decided to ignore the opening of Parliament 
and go to the same country for a “National Prayer Breakfast”. 
Prayers aside, Andrews also decided to deliver a national secu-
rity address to the Heritage Foundation, a most conservative 
policy institution. Andrews is a backbencher. He has no right to 
address anybody anywhere on behalf of Australia and its citizens.
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Vinnie Molina,

“The whole world is just one country. In 
this world country, the principle of loving 
others as one-self is an essential guide 
to harmonious relations between neigh-
bouring states.” These were the words 
Ana Belen Montes used during her trial 
for conspiracy to commit espionage for 
the government of Cuba.

She was sentenced in October 2002 
to 25 years in prison. Ana Belen Montes, 
aged 59, was born in West Germany from 
a Puerto Rican conservative family back-
ground on February 28, 1957. She worked 
for the Defence Intelligence Agency DIA as 
a senior analyst from 1985.

She had many assignments on Cuba 
and served in the US Interests Offi ce in 
Havana to study the Cuban military and 
again in 1998 to monitor the visit to Havana 
by Pope John Paul II. She had access to all 
the intelligence gathered on Cuba by the 

Defence Department due to her high rank-
ing as senior analyst

Unfortunately, Ana Belen Montes is 
another victim of the failed US policies 
towards Cuba. She just wanted Cuba to be 
able to exercise its right to self-determina-
tion just like the United States does. Ana 
never received any payment from Cuba or 
any one else; she only listened to her con-
science and her desire for a new type of 
relations between Cuba and the US.

None of her actions endangered US 
national security or harmed any US citi-
zens. On the contrary her noble cause pre-
vented actions against Cuba. In fact her 
actions saved Cuban and American citizens 
from terrorists attacks.

Ana was arrested by the FBI on Sep-
tember 21, 2001 and charged with spying 
for Cuba. She was sent to the Federal Medi-
cal Centre, FMC Carswell, in Fort Worth, 
Texas, a federal prison for female inmates 
with mental or physical health problems. 

Ana does not suffer from any mental ill-
nesses but her health is compromised by 
her isolation and her inability to communi-
cate with other inmates or to receive visits.

President Obama and Raul Castro say 
they are now both open to new relations of 
the type Ana Belen hoped for. This oppor-
tunity opened up on December 17, 2014 
beginning with the release of three other 
unjustly held political prisoners, Antonio 
Guerrero, Ramon Labanino & Gerardo 
Hernandez, and the reopening of embassies 
in both countries.

Ana Belen Montes is due for release 
in 2027. The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia joins the international campaign for 
her release and calls on President Obama 
to pardon her. We call on all our Guardian 
readers and supporters to learn more about 
her case and to add their names to the on-
line petition: 
petitions.moveon.org/sign/buried-alive 

International campaign

Release political prisoner 
Ana Belen Montes

Finian Cunningham

For those with a weak heart it has been a 
testing week. Russian nuclear aggression, 
North Korea’s ballistic missiles, terrorists 
planning to attack the US and Europe. 
Please almighty, benevolent Washington – 
protect us! 

History has long shown that fear is the cur-
rency of rule by tyrants. Get the people to fear 
some external enemy and then you can com-
mand their submission to any form of control 
– because it’s for their protection.

Organised crime calls it a “protection 
racket”; colonial powers called it “protector-
ates”; and modern Western supposed democra-
cies claim it is in the name of “state security”.

In many ways it constitutes a risible ruse 
that should be easily seen through for the farce 
that it is. But the otherwise unbelievable farce 
is given a facade of plausibility, credibility and 
normality due to the immense conditioning 
power of the Western news media.

That, by the way, is why alternative news 
outlets are so vilified by Western powers 
because they dispel the fi ction in a way that 
exposes the fi ction-tellers as the dupes, liars 
and charlatans that they are.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov 
this week pointed out the absurdity of Wash-
ington and its NATO allies hyping the “myth of 
Russia’s threat” to Europe. Particularly insult-
ing to ordinary decent human intelligence is the 
claim put out by Western countries that “Russia 
is planning to use nuclear weapons to intimi-
date Sweden and the Baltic countries.”

As ever, Washington and its NATO allies 
do not present evidence to support their far-
fetched claims. Tendentious assertions are 
simply turned into “facts” by force of repeti-
tion and dissemination, and sheer double think, 
as illustrated by NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg making the bizarre statement that 
the military alliance is not posing a threat to 
Russia.

The fear factor in this case works to subdue 
public criticism in NATO countries of their 
governments piling up more military fi repower 
around Russia’s borders. This week, the Ameri-
can Pentagon announces plans to increase its 
military spending in Europe fourfold to US$3.4 
billion, purportedly to “deter Russia’s threat”. 
Not only is this expenditure depriving Ameri-
can people of needed public services, such as 
clean drinking water, it is actually a deeply pro-
vocative act of aggression towards Russia.

But the trick tends to work, with appar-
ent public consent, because it is all done in the 
name of “protecting us” from “evil Russians”.

The same goes for implementing state 

emergency powers in France this week and the 
long-established post 9/11 so-called Patriot leg-
islation in the US, giving the authorities license 
to erode civil liberties.

The US Director of National Intelligence 
James Clapper told Congress this week that 
the country is facing a major attack this year 
from the Islamic State (IS, formerly ISIL/ ISIS) 
terror group. CNN’s Wolf Blitzer described 
Clapper’s presentation as “a sober assessment”, 
thus giving it a veneer of substance. But in real-
ity all that the intelligence (sic) chief said was 
that there were thousands of ISIS cadres in 40 
different countries. How this presents a clear 
and imminent security danger to the US is not 
evidenced, but no doubt it will serve to main-
tain, if not extend, federal police powers against 
their own citizens.

And, of course, CNN or any other Western 
corporate media outlet would never question or 
probe the origins of ISIS and other Al-Qaeda-
linked terror networks as a wilful creation of 
American, British, French, Saudi and Turkish 
state intelligence.

In the same Congress briefi ng, the US 
disinformation chief also gave a grim assess-
ment of North Korea producing plutonium for 
nuclear weapons. Clapper said with apparent 
gravity that the secretive authoritarian state 
is “making steps towards developing inter-
continental ballistic missiles (ICBM) which 
could target the United States.” And, duti-
fully, the Western news media amplify those 
words in order to give them credibility and 
ominousness.

A BBC World news ticker read: “North 
Korea close to having bomb”. Funnily enough, 
the very next ticker headline read: “Andy Mur-
ray’s wife has a baby”.

So you see, not only are vacuous claims 
about the alleged threat from North Korea 
transformed into a seemingly serious fact, the 
issue is also given a sense of normalcy and 
banality by mixing it up with news on a tennis 
player’s family.

Last week, North Korea did indeed launch 
a ballistic rocket into outer space to put an 
observation satellite in orbit. Yes, the launch 
breached UN resolutions banning Kim Jong-
Un’s regime from using ballistic power. 
Pyongyang is no doubt using the satellite story 
as a cover for testing dual ballistic technolo-
gy that could be, eventually, used to build an 
ICBM.

And, yes, North Korea carried out a nucle-
ar test explosion last month – the fourth such 
explosion since 2006, again in violation of UN 
resolutions. 

But such activity is a distant remove from 
actually being able to mount a nuclear warhead 

on to a serviceable ICBM and to be able to fi re 
the weapon thousands of kilometres. Most 
international ballistic experts do not believe 
that North Korea is anywhere near that stage 
of development.

The AFP news agency quoted aerospace 
engineer John Schilling, who has closely fol-
lowed the North’s missile program, as saying: 
“An ICBM warhead, unlike a satellite, needs 
to come down as well as go up. North Korea 
has never demonstrated the ability to build a 
re-entry vehicle that can survive at even half 
the speed an ICBM would require.”

In short, despite what the US and heaps of 
Western media coverage would have us believe, 
North Korea is not a threat to international 
security. Sure, the secretive state can be said to 
be in breach of UN resolutions. But a nuclear 
enemy of the world it is most certainly not.

Meanwhile, Washington possesses more 
than 1,500 actively deployed nuclear warheads 

across the globe, ready to launch at the touch 
of a button. The US is the only country to have 
ever used nuclear weapons, killing more than 
200,000 people in the attacks on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki in 1945. Nearly, 40 years after sign-
ing the Non-Proliferation Treaty mandating 
nuclear disarmament, the US is in a process of 
upgrading its nuclear arsenal at a cost of US$1 
trillion over the next 30 years.

Behind all the bombast over North 
Korea’s alleged “threat”, the US is moving 
ahead with the deployment in South Korea 
and Japan of its “missile shield” system. 
Such a move is much more destabilising to 
international security than any alleged viola-
tion by North Korea, because as China and 
Russia have consistently argued over many 
years, such a so-called defence shield tends 
to give the US a “fi rst strike nuclear capa-
bility”. That increases the risk of a nuclear 
war, making nuclear weapons escalation a 

Fear as currency of Western tyr

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un pointing at a ballistic missile believed to have been launched 
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relentless tendency rather than disarmament. 
So who is the rogue state here?

It should be noted too that the US-led 
NATO alliance is pushing ahead with deploy-
ing a similar missile shield system in Poland, 
Romania and Bulgaria, at the same time that 
NATO is building up ever-more of a presence.

Where is the accountability of Western 
governments to their public for such provoca-
tive, precarious, police-state policies? If there 
is no accountability, then that is the defi nition 
of tyrannical power.

But how could such tyranny pertain in 
notional democracies, you may ask? Fear. 
Fear is the currency of tyranny. And servile 
news organisations – more accurately percep-
tion-management services – condition public 
acceptance of these fears. Fears that in a more 
rational perspective would be dismissed as out-
rageous fabrications.
RT 

Ramzy Baroud

It is not true that only three wars have taken 
place since Hamas won parliamentary elec-
tions in 2006 in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories. Other wars that were deemed 
insignifi cant or “skirmishes” also took 
place. Operation Returning Echo in March 
2012, for example, killed and wounded over 
100 people. But since the death toll, rela-
tive to the other major onslaughts seemed 
trivial, it was not cited as “war”, per se.

According to this logic, so-called opera-
tions Cast Lead (2008-9), Pillar of Defence 
(2012) and the deadliest of them all, Protec-
tive Edge (2014) were serious enough to be 
included in any relevant discussion, especially 
when the prospective new Israeli war on Gaza 
is considered.

It is important to denote that most of the 
media, mainstream or other, adheres to Israel’s 
designations of the war, not those of Palestini-
ans. For example, Gazans refer to their last con-
frontation with Israel as the “Al-Furqan Battle”, 
a term we almost never hear repeated with ref-
erence to the war.

Observing the Israeli war discourse as the 
central factor in understanding the war against 
the Resistance surpasses that of language into 
other areas. The suffering in Gaza has never 
ceased, not since the last war, the previous one 
or the one before that. But only when Israel 
begins to mull over war as a real option, do 
many of us return to Gaza to discuss the various 
violent possibilities that lie ahead.

The problem of relegating Gaza until Israeli 
bombs begin to fall is part and parcel of Israe-
li collective thinking – government and soci-
ety, alike. Gideon Levy, one of the very few 
sympathetic Israeli journalists in mainstream 
newspapers wrote about this in a recent article 
in Haaretz.

“The addiction to fear and the eternal wal-
lowing in terror in Israel suddenly remind-
ed one of the existence of the neighbouring 
ghetto,” he wrote in reference to Gaza and 
sounding of Israeli war drums. “Only thus are 
we here reminded of Gaza. When it shoots, or 
at least digs … (only then) we recall.”

In fact, Israel’s exceedingly violent past in 
Gaza does not hinge on Hamas’ relative con-
trol of the terribly poor and besieged place, nor 
is it, as per conventional wisdom, also related 
to Palestinian factionalism. Certainly, Hamas’ 
strength there is hardly an incentive for Israel 
to leave Gaza alone, and Palestinians’ pitiful 
factionalism rarely help the situation. Howev-
er, Israel’s problem is with the very idea that 
there is a single Palestinian entity that dares 

challenge Israel’s dominance, and dares to 
resist.

Moreover, the argument that armed resist-
ance, in particular, infuriates Israel the most is 
also incorrect. Violent resistance may speed up 
Israel’s retaliation and the intensity of its vio-
lence, but as we are currently witnessing in the 
West Bank, no form of resistance has ever been 
permissible, not now, not since the Palestinian 
Authority was essentially contracted to control 
the Palestinian population, and certainly not 
since the start of the Israeli military occupa-
tion in 1967.

Israel wants to have complete monopoly 
over violence, and that is the bottom line. A 
quick scan of Israel’s history against Palestin-
ian Resistance in all of its forms is indicative 
that the Israel vs. Hamas narrative has always 
be reductionist, due partly to it being politically 
convenient for Israel, but also useful in the Pal-
estinians’ own infi ghting.

Fatah, which was Palestine’s largest politi-
cal party until Hamas won 76 out of the leg-
islative council’s 132 seats in the early 2006 
elections, has played a major role in construct-
ing that misleading narrative, one that sees the 
past wars and the current confl ict as an exclu-
sive fi ght between Hamas, as political rival, and 
Israel.

When seven of Hamas fi ghters were recent-
ly killed after a tunnel collapsed – which was 
destroyed during the 2014 war by Israel and 
was being rebuilt – Fatah issued a statement 
that appeared on Facebook. The statement did 
not declare solidarity with the various resist-
ance movements which have operated under 
horrendously painful circumstances and unre-
mitting siege for years, but chastised the “war 
merchants” – in reference to Hamas – who, 
according to Fatah, “know nothing but burying 
their young people in ashes.”

But what other options does the Resistance 
in Gaza actually have?

The unity government which was agreed on 
by both Fatah and Hamas in the Beach Refugee 
Camp agreement in the summer of 2014 yield-
ed no practical outcomes, leaving Gaza with 
no functioning government, and a worsening 
siege. That reality, for now, seals the fate of a 
political solution involving a unifi ed Palestin-
ian leadership.

Submitting to Israel is the worst possible 
option. If the Resistance in Gaza was to lay 
down its arms, Israel would attempt to recreate 
the post-1982 Lebanon war scenario, when they 
pacifi ed their enemies using extreme violence 
and then entrusted their collaborating allies to 
rearrange the subsequent political landscape. 
While some Palestinians could readily offer to 

fi ll that disreputable role, the Gaza society is 
likely to shun them entirely.

A third scenario in which Gaza is both free 
and the Palestinian people’s political wishes are 
respected is also unlikely to materialise soon, 
considering the fact that Israel has no reason to 
submit to this option, at least for now.

This leaves the war option as the only real, 
tragic possibility. Israeli analyst, Amost Harel 
highlighted in his article, “Hamas’ Desire to 
Increase West Bank Attacks Could Trigger New 
Gaza War” the reasoning behind this logic.

“To date, Israel and Palestinian Authori-
ty security forces have succeeded in scuttling 
most of Hamas’ schemes,” he wrote, referring 
to his allegations that Hamas is attempting to 
co-opt the ongoing uprising in the West Bank.

In one of several scenarios he offered, “The 
fi rst is that a successful Hamas attack in the 
West Bank will spur an Israeli response against 
the group in Gaza, which will lead the parties 
into a confrontation.”

In most of Israeli media analyses, there is 
almost total disregard for Palestinian motives, 
aside from some random inclination to commit 
acts of “terror”. Of course, reality is rarely 
close to Israel’s self-centred version of events, 
as rightly pointed out by Israeli writer Gideon 
Levy.

After his most recent visit to Gaza, Robert 
Piper, UN envoy and humanitarian coordina-
tor for the Occupied Territories, left the Strip 
with a grim assessment: only 859 of homes 
destroyed in the last war have been rebuilt. He 
blamed the blockade for Gaza’s suffering, but 
also the lack of communication between the 
Ramallah-based government and Hamas move-
ment in Gaza.

“There’s no changes to the underlying fra-
gility of Gaza,” he told AFP, and the situation 
“remains on a frankly disastrous trajectory of 
de-development and radicalisation, as far as I 
can tell.”

Of the blockade, he said, “It is a blockade 
that prevents students from getting to universi-
ties to further their studies in other places. It’s a 
blockade that prevents sick people from getting 
the health care that they need.”

Under these circumstances, it is diffi cult 
to imagine that another war is not looming. 
Israel’s strategic, political and military tactics, 
as it stands today, will not allow Gaza to live 
with a minimal degree of dignity. On the other 
hand, the history of Gaza’s resistance makes it 
impossible to imagine a scenario in which the 
Strip raises a white fl ag and awaits its allotted 
punishment.
Information Clearing House 

Magazine

Next onslaught 
in Gaza

ranny

last year in May.

Israeli soldiers clash with Palestinian stone throwers at a checkpoint outside Jerusalem.
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The Black Lives Matter National 
Network stands in solidarity with 
the people of Flint, Michigan and 
demands that the Obama Admin-
istration and Michigan Governor, 
Rick Snyder designate Flint a 
federal disaster zone indefi nitely 
or as long as it takes to remedy the 
man-made water crisis.

For nearly a year, Governor 
Snyder and other state and city offi -
cials sat idly by as the people of 
Flint were poisoned. A man-made 
disaster, the water crisis is an explic-
it and egregious form of state vio-
lence, one that impacts low-income 
Black people hardest. Flint is more 
than 50 percent black. More than 40 
percent of the residents in the Vehi-
cle City are living below the pover-
ty line – making it the second most 
impoverished city of its size in the 
nation.

The right to clean drinking water 
is a matter of health and dignity, and 
for many Black residents in Flint, 
it is also a matter of life and death. 
Residents living with autoimmune 
disorders like lupus and HIV are at 
especially high risk. Additionally, 
pregnant women, elders, and chil-
dren are all exceptionally susceptible 
to lead poisoning – the most critical 
concern for Flint residents who rely 
on tap water for drinking.

Resolution 64/292 of the United 
Nations General Assembly recog-
nises the human right to water and 
sanitation. However, like other fun-
damental human rights, Black people 
in America – especially those living 
in rural and poor areas – have long 
been denied the same access to 
clean drinking and water for bath-
ing and sanitation as everyone else. 
The crisis in Flint is not an isolated 
incident. State violence in the form 
of contaminated water or no access 
to water at all is pervasive in Black 
communities.

Last May the people of Detroit 
fought tirelessly against unlawful 

shut offs where over 10,000 house-
holds were without running water 
and more than 27,000 homes had 
their water shut off in 2015.

Government offi cials who prom-
ised to earmark money to connect 
homes that once relied on wells to 
local water systems have let down 
urban and rural residents in Missis-
sippi time and again – some waiting 
as long as seven years for water their 
families can rely on.

Black, small-scale farmers and 
agriculturist in California, who since 
the early 20th century have relied on 
crops to sustain their families, are 
facing bleak circumstances because 
of California’s drought. 

While the drought is not entire-
ly man-made, for more than half a 
century Black families living in the 
Central Valley experienced system-
ic racial discrimination by the state 
that excluded them from buying land 
in towns that had access to reliable 
water sources. The land on which 
they could settle, where they live 
today, still doesn’t have access to 
reliable sources of water.

The water crisis in Flint is one of 
many ways state agencies and elect-
ed offi cials have sanctioned violence 
against Black people. In solidarity 
with the people of Flint, Michigan, 
the Black Lives Matter National Net-
work demands the following:
• Governor Snyder request Flint is 

named a federal disaster zone
• A moratorium on all water 

shutoffs
• Removal of all water lines on 

property taxes
• Immediate replacement of 

all water public infrastructure 
including service lines at no cost 
to residents and business owners

• Refund for all water bills since 
the switch to the Flint water 
system

• Creation of a fund to repair all 
property damage from the toxic 
water such as appliances, interior 

plumbing, water heaters, and 
furnaces

• The lifting of executive immunity 
from the Governor’s offi ce 
and the immediate release of 
communications related to the 
Flint water crisis

• An independent state and federal 
investigation into the Flint water 
crisis

• Creation of a Flint Citizen 
Civilian Core to train 
local workers to repair the 
infrastructure

• Creation of a holistic medical 
care facility in Flint to treat 
residents that will offer chelation 
therapy as treatment for lead 
poisoning

• Installation of whole home 
reverse osmosis systems in all 
homes and business to protect 
residents and business from all 
contaminates in water

• Creation of a medical monitoring 
fund for treatment of Flint 
residents

• Return of Flint to home rule

• The immediate resignation of 
Governor Rick Snyder

Additionally, we urge the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, 
which, with the US Departments of 
Agriculture and Health and Human 
Services, is charged with oversight, 
funding and development of water 
systems, to develop a comprehen-
sive plan to address the violation 
of Resolution 64/292 of the United 
Nations General Assembly that rec-
ognises the human right to water and 
sanitation. 

The crisis in Flint is not an isolated incident. 
State violence in the form of 

contaminated water or no access to water at all 
is pervasive in Black communities.

Solidarity statement 
with Flint, Michigan

Left government possible in Spain
Emile Schepers

After weeks of political wrangling 
in Spain, inconclusive parliamen-
tary elections saw no party win a 
majority, an arrangement among 
the spectrum of left-wing parties 
to install a social democratic-led 
government now appears possible.

On December 20 last year, 
voters went to the polls to elect 
the lower house of the Cortes, or 
Spanish parliament. With no single 
party capturing enough seats to rule 
on its own, the outcome has been 
a nightmare for anyone trying to 
put together a coherent majority 
government.

One after another, the major 
party leaders have come calling on 
the head of state, King Felipe VI, to 
discuss the formation of a new gov-
ernment. So far, none of them have 
met with much success.

Acting Prime Minister Mariano 
Rajoy, whose right-wing People’s 
Party (PP) has governed since 2011, 
told the King that he would be 
unable to form a new government. 
His party lost more than 50 seats 
this time, only managing to secure 

123 spots in the 350-seat Cortes. 
He has not found other parties who 
are willing to prop up his govern-
ment and reach the 176-seat major-
ity needed.

A “Portuguese 
solution”

But last week, it appeared a 
deal might be possible that would 
put in power a new government 
headed by the Socialist Work-
ers’ Party (Partido Socialista de 
los Obreros de España, or PSOE) 
and supported by the left-wing 
PODEMOS Party, the Spanish 
Communist Party, and other allies.

This possible fi x is being called 
a “Portuguese solution”. Parlia-
mentary elections held in Spain’s 
western neighbour on October 4 
produced a similar outcome of no 
single party winning a majority. 
There, a government was put in 
place headed by the Socialist Par-
ty’s António Acosta and supported 
by the Portuguese Communists, 
Greens, and the “Left Bloc”.

These leftist groups did not ask 
for cabinet positions, so it was not 

a formal “coalition government,” 
but rather an accord between the 
signing parties. Because their pri-
ority was to get rid of the previ-
ous right-wing government and its 
reactionary policies, the leftist par-
ties agreed to have their parliamen-
tarians vote with a Socialist Party 
government in order to keep it in 
power.

In Spain, somewhat equiva-
lent political parties exist. The 
PSOE, which won 90 seats, resem-
bles the Portuguese Socialist Party. 
PODEMOS, with 69 seats, has a 
program similar to the Portuguese 
Left Bloc. And the United Left, 
which is centred on the Spanish 
Communist Party and won two 
seats, resembles a similar alliance 
that the Portuguese Communist 
Party built with the Greens.

But the Spanish situation is 
complicated by the existence of 
political parties which advocate the 
independence of Catalonia in the 
Northeast and the Basque coun-
try in the Northwest. These par-
ties also divide along a left-right 
axis. In Catalonia, the Esquerra 
Republicana de Catalunya (Catalan 

Republican Left), which holds nine 
seats in the Cortes, is on the left, 
while the Democracy and Free-
dom Party, which has another eight 
seats, is on the right.

In the Basque country, the left 
Euzkadi Herria Bildu (Basque 
Country Unite) has two seats, while 
the right-wing Euzko Alderdi Jelt-
zalea (Basque Nationalist Party) 
holds six seats.

A further complicating factor is 
the existence of a conservative pro-
test party, Ciudadanos (Citizens), 
which strongly opposes the pro-
grams of the Catalan “separatist” 
parties especially, and has a brand-
new presence of 40 seats.

Can a government of the left be 
formed either by cobbling together 
a coalition which reaches the magic 
number of 176 parliamentary seats 
or on the Portuguese plan of install-
ing an all-PSOE government which 
the left agrees, on certain condi-
tions, to allow to govern?

A possible deal
The prospect of a Socialist gov-

ernment supported by the leftist 
parties led to an uproar within some 

sectors of Spain’s oldest social 
democratic party. The loudest pro-
tests are coming from the faction 
of former Prime Minister Felipe 
González, who headed the Spanish 
government from 1977 to 1982 and 
again from 1996 to 1997.

González is considered to be 
well to the right within the ideologi-
cally heterogeneous PSOE. Since 
leaving power, he has spoken out 
forcefully against the socialist gov-
ernments of Venezuela and Cuba, 
allying himself with shady right-
wing forces in Latin American poli-
tics in the process.

In Portugal, Acosta was ulti-
mately able to overcome resist-
ance from the right within his own 
Socialist Party and assemble a gov-
ernment with Communist, Green, 
and Left Bloc support.

If the Spanish parties do 
manage to imitate the Portuguese 
example, their accomplishment 
could have broader importance for 
the whole of Europe, as it would 
open the door to new advances for 
the left and the working class.
People’s World 
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Jeremy Corbyn

Before being elected to Parliament 
I worked as a trade union offi cial, 
with garment workers who were 
owed back pay by unscrupulous 
employers. 

Later I worked with public-sector 
workers fi ghting to protect their jobs 
and services and low-paid women 
fi ghting for equal pay.

And I know how much harder 
it is now today for the trade union 
movement – with the most restric-
tive anti-union laws in Europe, 
which are about to get even more 
restrictive.

As leader I am proud of the link 
between trade unions and the Labour 
Party – it is not just a historic link, it’s 
what makes Labour succeed. We win 
when we’re in touch with the needs 
and the concerns of millions of work-
ing people and their families – the 
people trade unions represent.

Too often in the past, Labour 
has been cowed into acting like it 
is ashamed of our relationship with 
trade unions. Well, I’m proud of it. 
Proud to be a party funded in large 
part by the cleanest money in politics 
– democratically voted on by thou-
sands of ordinary workers.

Proud of being connected to the 
largest democratic organisations in 
this country, with over six million 
members, and proud that the Fire 
Brigades Union has recently voted 
to re-affi liate to Labour.

Labour has a mountain to climb 
to win in 2020 and tough elections 
this May. To succeed we have to 
become a social movement again – 
campaigning together in every com-
munity for our shared goals. Labour 
membership has doubled since the 
general election defeat, and many of 
these new members are trade union-
ists. Nearly 400,000-strong, Labour 
can reach parts of our country and 
our communities that no other party 
can.

Trade unions don’t just organ-
ise in the workplace, we organise 
in our communities too. The labour 
movement is a social movement. 
At the last election the 34 percent 
of the electorate who didn’t vote at 
all should have been Labour voters, 
but we didn’t reach them and didn’t 
inspire them.

The more we sit in our Westmin-
ster bunker, the weaker we are. The 
more we involve our members and 
supporters and affi liates, the stronger 
we will be. So to win Labour must 

draw on its greatest strength: its 
people.

More public-sector workers are 
now having to claim working tax 
credits and housing benefi t just to 
make ends meet. What sort of exam-
ple is government setting when so 
many in its own workforce are paid 
so little they need to claim benefi ts?

But the Tory government’s solu-
tion was not to abandon the public-
sector pay cap but to cut tax credits.

Strong Labour opposition and 
campaigning by trade unions and 
others stopped those cuts which 
would have seen three million fami-
lies lose over £1,000 (AU$2,035) this 
April. But we have recently learned 
that 800,000 families will still see a 
cut in April.

But the best guarantee of decent 
pay is a strong trade union in every 
workplace – and some of the worst 
examples of low pay and job inse-
curity are to be found in the private 
sector, where trade union member-
ship is just 14 percent.

British company profitabil-
ity is at record levels. But without 
unions, any increase in returns only 
gets shared in the boardrooms and 
between shareholders.

This is a global issue, with capi-
tal trying to force down wages and 
employment rights across the globe. 
That is why Labour is making the 
case for a real social Europe as part 
of the referendum campaign, and our 
MEPs are opposing any dilution of 
employment rights in TTIP (trade) 
negotiations.

Trade unions are the most effec-
tive force for equality in the work-
place. The evidence is clear both 
in Britain and across the devel-
oped world – greater pay equality 
correlates with higher trade union 
membership.

It is for precisely that reason that 
the Tories are attacking trade union-
ists, trade unions and the Labour-
trade union link. They are attacking 
trade unions in workplaces by cutting 
facility time and check-off; they’re 
attacking trade unions by making 
the most restrictive trade union laws 
in Europe even more restrictive; 
and they’re attacking the collective 
will of trade unions to fund political 
activity.

Labour MPs and peers are oppos-
ing the Trade Union Bill in Parlia-
ment, because we know it is a cynical 
attempt to weaken opposition to the 
Tories’ austerity agenda: cut, run 
down and privatise.

We have made it clear: a Labour 
government in 2020 will strengthen 
employment and trade union rights. 
When Labour leader John Smith 
addressed the TUC in 1993 he set out 
a Charter for Employment Rights to 
“give all working people basic rights 
that will come into force from the 
fi rst day of their employment. We 
will give the same legal rights to 
every worker, part-time or full-time, 
temporary or permanent.

“We will give every working 
man and woman the right to protec-
tion against unfair dismissal, and 
access to health and safety protec-
tion. And every worker will have the 
right to join a trade union and have 
the right to union recognition.”

That vision is being brought back 
into the heart of Labour. Our shadow 
minister for trade unions and civil 
society Ian Lavery MP, a former 
NUM president, is starting work on 
a new commission into workplace 
rights for 2020.

We will want your input and 
engagement in that process, launch-
ing later this year.

In the here and now, Labour will 
campaign for a public inquiry to 
ensure that the scourge of blacklist-
ing is never repeated, and to ensure 
all the government papers are pub-
lished relating to the miners’ strike, 
including Orgreave, and to the 
Shrewsbury 24 pickets.

When 120 years ago a former 
trade unionist fi rst entered Parliament 
to fi ght injustice, Keir Hardie didn’t 
just fi ght for workers; he fought for 
universal suffrage, a universal pen-
sion, free education for children, 
decent homes for all, against power-
ful monopolies and for peace.

We must oppose privatisation, 
build council housing, and never let 
ourselves be divided: workers against 
the unemployed; British work-
ers against migrant workers; young 
versus old.

Our strength is unity. The Labour 
Party took off over a century ago 
when the existence of trade unions 
was under threat. Unions are too 
much of a force for a good, a force 
for equality, to allow the Tories to put 
that at risk.

We will only have strong trade 
unions if we get a Labour govern-
ment in 2020. If we work together, 
we can achieve that and many cam-
paigning victories along the way.
Jeremy Corbyn is leader of the 
Labour Party.
Morning Star 

International

Protests were held across Indonesia, demanding the gov-
ernment stop multinational corporations’ plans of worker 
layoffs. A total number of 30,000 workers joined the protests 
across the country according to Said Iqbal, Chairman of the 
Confederation of Indonesian Workers’ Union. The protest start-
ed from Hotel Indonesia and proceeded to the State Palace. 
Thousands of workers would stand to lose their jobs as Japanese 
and South Korean factories plan to cut jobs in the country.

Japan’s Telecommunication Industry Workers’ Union and the All-
Japan Metal and Information Machinery Workers’ Union have 
merged into a big new union, its total membership reaching 
6,500. The two unions have worked closely in previous labour 
campaigns. The amalgamation was made due to the develop-
ment of technology that integrated the telecommunication and 
manufacturing sectors. The new union is called Japan Metal, 
Manufacturing, Information and Telecommunication Workers’ 
Union. The Union Chair, Ikuma Shigemi, said the union would 
fi ght to increase workers’ wages and towards a peaceful society.

Vietnamese President, Truong Tan Sang, recently visited workers 
at an industrial park in the southern province of Ba Ria. He was 
told that the workers had been well cared for, as the park provid-
ed dormitories, free meals, social insurance and labour accident 
insurance. The President also noted that the workers needed 
more free time to visit families, childcare services and pay rises.

Vice Chairman of the Czech Parliament’s Chamber of Deputies, 
Vojtech Filip, who is also the Chairman of the Communist Party 
of Bohemia and Moravia (KSCM), expressed his wishes to 
increase theoretical and practical experience exchange with the 
Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV). Filip congratulated, Nguyen 
Phu Trong, for his re-election as the CPV General Secretary 
at the CPV’s recent 12th National Assembly, and he said that 
the CPV had set a good example for the KSCM. He reviewed 
the traditional friendship between the two countries and the two 
parties and stressed the need to increase future cooperation.

Tension over the Korean Peninsula escalated recently, as South 
Korea, Japan and the US reacted offensively after the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) tested a hydrogen bomb and 
launched a satellite using ballistic missile technology. The US and 
South Korea plan to hold their largest-ever joint military exercis-
es from March to April. A nuclear-powered US aircraft carrier, F-22 
stealth fi ghters and B-2 bombers are most likely to join the exer-
cises. The South Korean government also stopped operations at 
a jointly run industrial park in the DPRK. The Japanese govern-
ment has put more and stricter sanctions on the DPRK, hoping to 
block capital, technology and technicians fl owing into the DPRK.

Region Briefs

Keir Hardie didn’t just fi ght for workers; he fought for universal suffrage, 

a universal pension, free education for children, decent homes for all, 

against powerful monopolies and for peace.

Strong unions 
in every workplace

Sydney

Latin American House Inc 

We commemorate the International Women's Day with a 

CAFE CONCERT
6pm to 11pm Saturday March 12

Construction Union (CFMEU), 12 Railway St, Lidcombe 

Enjoy our music, poetry and typical Latin food and tributes to 

outstanding women of the Latin American and Australian community

Guest artists: Olga Vega, Hugo Leal, Liber Osorio (music and singing), 

Zulema Pegue & Miriam Marquez (presenting the work “WOMAN”), poetry and other surprises ... 

Latin American food available

All funds raised on the night will go to purchase school supplies for Mapuche children in Chile

Come and share with us – Free Entry
For more information: casalatina2010@yahoo.com.au or Marta Olea: 0421153442
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Playing dirty
Tanya Plibersek, the deputy oppo-
sition leader and a foreign affairs 
spokeswoman addressed the 
National Press Club last week and 
called for a restoration of good 
relations with Timor Leste instead 
of the present ‘poisoned’ ones. She 
pointed out that Australia should 
strive to become a “better interna-
tional citizen”.

Australia was proud of its contri-
bution to Timor Leste’s struggle for 
independence and Australian citizens 
were deeply grateful for the sacrifi ces 
made during the WW2 by the East 
Timorese. Many people here were 
involved in supporting our brave 
neighbours in their struggles – often 
despite the government’s foreign 
policy.

The recent move by churches to 

offer sanctuary within their walls to 
asylum seekers reminded me of a 
similar situation with East Timorese 
citizens who were actively pushed 
out of Australia as soon as East 
Timor was liberated – never mind the 
complete ruins it was in at the time. 
Australians were so enraged with the 
government policy that many said 
they’d risk prison to give shelter to 
the East Timorese in Australia at the 
time.

At many solidarity meetings 
East Timorese speakers were point-
ing out that the country would not 
be “a burden” on a wealthy Australia 
because it had huge reserves of oil 
and gas and could support itself inde-
pendently. That’s where Australia 
demonstrated that it could play dirty 
with the worst of them. Maritime 
borders were drawn in such a way 
that Australia became the benefi ciary 
of what legally should have belonged 
to the poorest nation.

Australia bugged premises of 
Timorese negotiators; documents 
were stolen, a witness’ passport 
seized to prevent him from testify-
ing in court – the list is practically 
endless. It is lovely that Ms Pliber-
sek recognises the lack of good faith 
in previous negotiations – but it is 
more than that. She failed to mention 
compensation for the stolen goods 

– oil and gas illegally pumped out. 
A “better international citizen” pays 
the debts fi rst. She quoted Xanana 
Gusmao who said “We don’t want 
charity, we want justice”. Justice 
starts at home.

Mati English
Sydney

Ashraf Fayadh 
update: Saved from 
execution, but still 
faces torture and long 
prison sentence
After international protests over 
his sentence Palestinian poet 
Ashraf Fayadh, 35, has been 
saved from execution. His death 
sentence has been reversed by a 
Saudi Arabian court, but he has 
now been sentenced to 800 lashes 
and eight years in prison. He has 
also been told to make a public 
statement repenting his apostasy, 
which is the rejection of religious 
beliefs. 

Fayadh was arrested in August 
2013 after a Saudi citizen alleged he 
was promoting atheism and spread-
ing blasphemous ideas. The charge 
apparently related to his collection 
of poetry, “Instructions Within”, 

published in 2008, which critics said 
questioned religion and spread athe-
ist thought. Fayadh was also charged 
with violating Saudi Arabia’s anti-
cyber crime law by taking and stor-
ing photos of women on his mobile 
phone.

In April 2014, a Saudi court in 
Abha sentenced Mr Fayadh to four 
years in prison and 800 lashes for 
violating the anti-cyber crime law. 
It found his repentance in relation to 
the charge of apostasy to be satisfac-
tory and not requiring further pun-
ishment. However, an appeals court 
overturned the ruling and sent the 
case back to the original court which 
sentenced him to death for apostasy 
on November 17, 2015.

Fayadh has continually denied 
the charges, but was convicted of 
apostasy. His death sentence caused 
an international outcry with Amnes-
ty International, PEN Internation-
al, Human Rights Watch and other 
human rights groups and hundreds 
of writers, actors, artists and others 
appealing against his sentence and 
urging his release. In January, hun-
dreds of writers took part in a world-
wide reading of selected poems and 
other texts in support of Fayadh.

The International Literature Fes-
tival Berlin called on the US and 
UK governments to intervene on 

Fayadh’s behalf and also demanded 
that the UN suspend Saudi Arabia 
from the Human Rights Council 
“until its abysmal record on uphold-
ing civil liberties improves”.

Fayadh’s lawyer is appealing 
against the court’s new ruling. He has 
already been languishing in prison 
for the past two years as this court 
process has dragged on.

Fayadh, who was born in Saudi 
Arabia to Palestinian refugee parents, 
is credited with taking Saudi contem-
porary art to a global audience.

“It is a relief that Ashraf Fayadh 
no longer faces execution, but this is 
a wholly disproportionate and shock-
ing sentence...The charges against 
him should have been dropped and 
he should be a free man today. We 
will continue to campaign for his 
release.” Jo Glanville, the director of 
English PEN.

Please take action to help support 
and free Ashraf Fayadh. Publicise his 
case and write to the Saudi Arabian 
Embassy in your country and contact 
the human rights organisations that 
are campaigning for his release. 

Steven Katsineris
To help Ashraf Fayadh and 
get more information go to 
www.pen-international.org

and do a search for 
“Ashraf Fayadh”.
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The ruling class in Australia used to try to 
persuade the working people that this was 
“the lucky country”. To a very limited extent 
– and only to that extent – it was true. It 
was a harsh and unforgiving land, prone to 
drought and fi re. A few of the early settlers 
were certainly lucky enough to be able to 
appropriate all the land they could see. They 
quickly became members of the ruling class, 
if they were not already part of it. They were 
the squatters, and they became notorious 
for their arrogance, their ruthless disposses-
sion of the Aborigines and their attempts to 
establish an aristocracy in Australia.

The majority of the people who settled in 
Australia, however, were workers, refugees 
from the enclosures of the common land in 
England, or from the “clearance” of the Scot-
tish crofters from their Highland farms, or from 
the famine that similar profi t-driven seizures 
caused in Ireland. They learnt the hard way 
that life as a free selector or small farmer in 
Australia was harsh indeed. Most found they 
had to augment their income by taking employ-
ment with the “lucky” big graziers, as drovers, 
boundary riders, or shearers.

 The settlers’ contempt for the greedy 
would-be aristocracy and the equally despised 
rich men who made sure they ended up in pos-
session of the colony’s gold reserves, led to a 
strong belief in egalitarianism, sentiments that 
had driven both the French and American revo-
lutions half a century earlier. Trade unions were 
soon formed in Australia and won signifi cant 
improvements in wages and conditions. The 
country’s economy was buoyed up by gold and 

wool, and employers could afford to be “gener-
ous” to their employees. But when workers in 
the wool industry itself – specifi cally shearers 
– took major industrial action over union rights, 
the employers ruthlessly smashed the union.

 The “lucky country” remained lucky only 
for the boss class. At the same time, while 
mining spread all over the country, wherever 
suitable minerals could be found, manufac-
turing developed in several centres scattered 
around the coastal fringe. The small popula-
tion combined with an economy largely based 
on primary industry necessitated the direct 
involvement of the state in providing infrastruc-
ture and establishing industries.

By the end of the Second World War, a very 
wide range of industries and services in Aus-
tralia were being provided by public enterpris-
es, owned either wholly or partially by state 
or Commonwealth governments. However, the 
advent to power of the ultra-reactionary Com-
monwealth government of Bob Menzies kicked 
off a campaign by capitalist corporations to 
push governments out of running any enter-
prises or even running essential services. They 
could all be undertaken by private companies 
(for profi t) so why shouldn’t they?

Well, for one, this would involve changing 
the role and function of government itself, from 
providing public service to facilitating private 
profi t. This process, the looting of the public 
sector for the benefi t of private profi teers, was 
continuously and steadfastly promoted by the 
country’s capitalists and the political forces 
that support capitalism. The latter included not 
only the Liberal Party and its clone the National 

Party, but also the Right-Wing (the dominant 
faction) of the Labor Party. The process contin-
ues today, and as far as capitalism is concerned 
will continue until the private sector includes 
every enterprise, industry and service. 

To achieve this end, the capitalists are 
undertaking a wide-ranging frontal attack on 
the working class wherever possible across 
the whole world. Workers are losing their 
rights in country after country, working con-
ditions are being broken down, and people are 
being forced back into having to endure living 
conditions that their grandparents fought to 
overcome.

More and more of the wealth in each coun-
try is concentrated in the hands of a numeri-
cally tiny elite. That elite group will never have 
enough: their greed will always drive them no 
matter how much they have. In Australia at the 
moment, even the concept of bourgeois democ-
racy (hardly a threat to capitalism) is under 
ruthless attack. The mass of the people are not 
even to be allowed to control their own local 
government affairs, in other words to govern 
themselves in their local communities. Instead 
local councils are to be forced to amalgamate 
into a restricted number of “super councils”, 
whose councillors will have much less actual 
contact with individual community members.

This process is deliberately designed to 
give more power and infl uence to US-style 
“lobbyists” on behalf of corporate interests 
while making it harder (or next to impossible) 
for ordinary people to protect their localities 
from the predatory practices of profi t-hungry 
property developers.

With the full backing of the Turnbull LNP 
federal government, the Baird LNP government 
in NSW is running a TV campaign in support 
of the council amalgamations. The ad asserts 
boldly that the system of local government in 
NSW is “broken” but of course produces no 
evidence of any sort. Then it has the gall to say 
that the Baird government is fi xing the problem 
(by the forced council amalgamations).

But the bit that takes your breath away is 
the assertion that this is being done “After lis-
tening to the community and councils”. Forced 
amalgamations are presented as the LNP acting 
to restore democratic control, giving the people 
a say once again. But as my local communi-
ty newspaper points out (under the heading 
“Death of democracy”): “Sixty-one percent of 
residents of the Wyong Shire [where I live] and 
57 percent of businesses did not believe amal-
gamation was a good idea, yet the Baird gov-
ernment claims to have a mandate”.

Even bourgeois democracy is too democrat-
ic for the ultra reactionaries who have muscled 
or lied their way into government in capitalist 
countries all around the world. At the very time 
when the people are demanding action from 
their governments to stop the growth of poverty 
and unemployment, these reactionaries want 
the people to have less say, and to tighten their 
belts and make do with less generally.

No wonder avowed socialist and campaign-
er for the poor, Bernie Sanders is polling so 
well in the US primaries. If he actually wins 
the Democratic nomination it’s going to be very 
interesting election. 

Culture
&Lifeby

Rob Gowland

The lucky 
country

The advent to power of the ultra-reactionary Commonwealth government of Bob Menzies kicked off a campaign by capitalist 

corporations to push governments out of running any enterprises or even running essential services.
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“In the fi rst two decades of the 
20th century, coal miners and 
coal companies in West Virginia 
clashed in a series of brutal 
confl icts over labour conditions 
and unionisation. Known 
collectively as the ‘Mine Wars’, 
the struggle included strikes, 
assassinations, marches, and the 
largest civil insurrection in the 
United States since the Civil War.”

So begins The Mine Wars, a mag-
nifi cent PBS documentary tale 
of the birth of the United Mine 
Workers of America a century 
ago, in the dawning years of the 
20th century. There is something 
about the industrial, proletarian 
labour movement that is hard 
to convey to those who have not 
lived it. The UMWA personifi es 
this thing as perhaps no other 
union. That thing is solidarity. 
Solidarity is a value system of 
honour, discipline and coopera-
tion formed by conditions where 
the truth that “No one will save 
us but ourselves – we are our own 
protection” becomes overwhelm-
ing, a life and death demand, and 
a moral imperative.

The Mine Wars bears powerful 
witness to the workers and families 
whose labours under the mountains 
of earth fi red the furnaces, and set 
fl owing the rivers of light, energy, 
and steel; whose work fuelled and 
transformed the world, that allowed 
the awesome lift of civilization and 
labour itself from darkness; whose 
insurrection for recognition of their 
union and human rights secured the 
rights that today we cherish as no less 
dear than the oxygen we still freely 
breathe; and whose gift, by example, 
is the possibility of hope for a differ-
ent future. 

It is said that Pandora, the fi rst 
human woman according to Greek 
mythology, loosed (according to 
Zeus, anyway) evils upon the world 
from her box to assault the authority 
of the gods. Hope, however, she kept 
safely locked away from them – for 
the future of humanity.

Any who seek to understand the 
unique solidarity and defi ant culture 
that enabled mine workers in West 
Virginia, and throughout the world, 
to prevail and strive for dignity in a 
multi-generational struggle against a 
raw, lawless, naked corporate dicta-
torship, should memorise this tale. 
Does their model for survival, indeed 
rebellion, against such enslaving and 
life-crushing conditions, speak to our 
times?

Does Bernie Sanders’ proposi-
tion that “revolution” best describes 

the shifts in relations of class power 
needed to accomplish a turnaround 
in the conditions aggravating ine-
quality and injustices speak truth to 
you?

The Mine Wars has a couple of 
heroes who thought so: Mother Jones 
and Frank Keeney. 

Mother Jones was an inspiration 
to all miners. Standing down gun 
thugs, mine guards, death squads, 
deputies, prosecutors and preachers, 
wherever Mother Jones travelled 
speaking for union organisation, 
strength, courage, and a rising of 
miners followed her. 

Frank Keeney was a rank and 
file miner and socialist chiefly 
responsible for the mobilisation, 
the multiracial mobilisation in 
a segregated state, of the insur-
rection against the coal dictator-
ship in 1921. The insurrection 
failed, put down by federal troops. 
But its child, the upheaval of the 
1930s under the leadership of John 
L Lewis, transformed the entire 
labour movement.

Want to teach the secret of beat-
ing the billionaire class in this time? 
Make this story one you tell and retell 
to your children, grandchildren and 
family, so they can tell it too. Times 
come, and may come again, where 
the fi ght for freedom against over-
whelming odds, must be fought 
again, with little but Pandora’s hope 
to cast like a moonshot at a future 
generation. 

Miners poet Diane Fisher once 
wrote: “Who has heard the trump of 
the Last Day as the siren sounds at 
the mouth of the mine, as the children 
suddenly stop their games in horror, 
as mothers’ brooms are paralysed in 
mid-thrash – drawn to, and through, 
the darkness and smoke spewing 
forth – they are bound beyond life to 
each other.”

That bond is and was the well-
spring of the powerful solidarity cul-
ture that gave birth to and sustained 
the UMWA, under pressures as 
strong and fi erce as those that trans-
form coal to a diamond.

Here’s an excerpt from a Mother 
Jones speech from the fi rst statewide 
campaign by the UMWA in 1912, 
in response to the murder of union 
miners by mine guards, and in an 
effort to build solidarity with miners 
striking in Pennsylvania. It was tran-
scribed by a court reporter for use in 
a court injunction against her. Later, 
Jones was accused of inciting vio-
lence in the West Virginia coal fi elds, 
convicted of conspiracy to commit 
murder and sentenced to 20 years 
in prison. The sentence was later 
commuted:

“The whole machinery of capi-
talism is rotten to the core. This meet-
ing tonight indicates a milestone of 
progress of the miners and workers 
of the State of West Virginia. I will 
be with you, and the Baldwin guards 
will go. You will not be serfs, you 
will march, march, march on from 
milestone to milestone of human 
freedom, you will rise like men in 
the new day and slavery will get its 
death blow. It has got to die. Good 
night. (Applause).”

Now this was my takeaway, 
though from a different desperate 
context, spoken by Clint Eastwood 
giving advice on confronting insur-
mountable odds: “When things look 
bad and it looks like you’re not gonna 
make it, then you gotta get mean. I 
mean plumb, mad-dog mean. ‘Cause 
if you lose your head and you give up 
then you neither live nor win. That’s 
just the way it is.”
The Mine Wars aired on PBS 
beginning on January 28. 
Available online and in DVD. 
The fi lm can be accessed on the 
website, with substantial additional 
video and print documentation.
People’s World 
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Gerry Georgatos

Not enough is being done for people while in 
jail. There are far too many people in prison 
mentally unwell rather than criminally 
minded. There are far too many incarcer-
ated for low level offending. When it comes 
to Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
peoples, just about every family has had a 
family member or close relative incarcer-
ated. From a racialised lens Australia jails 
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
peoples at among the world’s highest rates.

Having visited prisons and long worked 
with ex-prisoners, most of them soon after 
release, to improve their lot, it is my view that 
in general people come out of prison worse than 
when they went in. Trauma – situational, mul-
tiple and composite – is the end-result for the 
majority of the prison experience; particularly 
for those who were dished up a prison sentence 
for effectively “non-criminally minded” offenc-
es such as fi ne defaulting.

The mentally unwell become more unwell, 
with many breaking down altogether. Those 
who went in for low level poverty-related 
offending come out of prison ‘brutalised’ by 
abuses, fear, anxieties and debilitated in having 
to face much the same of what led them into 
prison. They face a life without secondary and 
university qualifi cations, without job skills. 
They continue on in the harsh reality of pov-
erty and in a society that does not give the poor 
a break.

The prisons I have visited are the sorri-
est tales of punitive tribulations, of neglect, of 
lost and troubled souls. Prisons are not about 
restorative and rehabilitative practicalities but 
places with the inmates in the longest queues – 
begging for education programs, including lit-
eracy. Only the few will score participation in 
the handful of education programs offering the 
opportunity of qualifi cations. The unmet need 
is not just sad but it is disgraceful on the part of 
governments – State and Commonwealth. More 
can be done but it is not.

I am not going to argue the economic ben-
efi ts to society; that it is cheaper to invest in 
people’s education, training up, in alternatives 

to incarceration than it is to incarcerate and 
punish. These arguments disgust me. These 
arguments indict our national consciousness, 
our logic and our collective values. The econ-
omy should be geared to society and not the 
other way around. I prefer to discuss and urge 
moral imperatives instead of framing our values 
in economical imperatives.

We should be abominated by a society that 
incarcerates the poorest of the poor, the sickest 
of the unwell, that effectively punishes minori-
ties because assimilation wants them to give up 
their cultural being. We should be abominated 
by this nation where at least one in ten and up 
to one in six of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait 
Islanders living have been to jail. This horrifi c 
statistical narrative should have long ago galva-
nised the nation to redress the intolerable racial-
ised inequalities, the economic inequalities, the 
discrimination.

According to the Australian Bureau of Sta-
tistics (ABS) 86 percent of prisoners did not 
complete Year 12. More than 30 percent did 
not get past Year 9.

According to researchers Kate van Doreen, 
Stuart Kinner and Simon Forsyth – “the risk of 
death is greatly elevated among ex-prisoners 
compared with the general population.”

They stated, “Although many deaths are 
drug-related or the result of suicide, little is 
known about risk and protective factors for 
death in this population.”

I have long argued that a signifi cant propor-
tion of suicides are of ex-prisoners and in most 
cases soon after their release from prison. It 
aches the heart to comprehend that people may 
have felt more secure while in prison than back 
in society despite that prison damaged them. 
The death rates from external causes and sui-
cides of ex-prisoners are themes throughout our 
world and not confi ned to Australia. A number 
of studies estimate that these death rates from 
unnatural causes are up to 10 times the rates of 
death while in any year in prison.

Importantly, Kate van Doreen, Stuart 
Kinner and Simon Forsyth suggest, “Young 
people experience markedly increased risk of 
death in the year following release from adult 
prison.

“This elevation in risk is greater than that 
experienced by older ex-prisoners. Among 
young ex-prisoners, the majority of deaths are 
due to preventable causes, particularly injury 
and poisoning, and suicide.”

Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
comprise more than one quarter the Australian 
prison population and standalone their median 
age is much less than the rest of the prison pop-
ulation. It is estimated that more than 90 per-
cent have not completed a secondary education. 
The majority come from the most impoverished 
contexts.

They have little, if any, prospects post-
release. I have brought a number of Aboriginal 
and/or Torres Strait Islander ex-prisoners into 
various educational institutions. Every single 

one of them took up the offer. Noongar man 
Mervyn Eades is the director of Ngalla Maya 
Aboriginal Corporation – an employment train-
ing provider for ex-prisoners. Mervyn knows 
what prisoners go through, understands their 
lot, having done time himself and Ngalla Maya 
enjoys a high retention rate among ex-prisoners 
working towards the pick up a qualifi cation, to 
be able to legitimately compete for a job.

I am not interested in economic impera-
tives. I am interested in moral imperatives. It 
is the right thing to do for us as a society to 
improve the lot of others. 

The suicides will be reduced. The unnatu-
ral death rates that are damning this nation will 
be reduced. The impacts from loss and grief 
on families will disappear. I estimate, though 
the research is not yet in, that one quarter of 
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander sui-
cides are linked in one way or another to ex-
prisoners just out of prison – more on this in 
future articles.

In my view a signifi cant proportion of the 
prison population should not be in prison and 
instead supported with all sorts of educational 
and other assistance. 

Prisoners should not just be locked in those 
damn cells – instead help them with psychoso-
cial counselling, mentoring, educational oppor-
tunities, job training and let us improve their 
lot. It is a disgrace and an indictment that pris-
ons are missed opportunities for healing, edu-
cation, the improving of one’s lot. Actually, it’s 
bullshit.

There is no greater legacy than to improve 
the lot of others – to the point of truly changing 
lives, saving lives. Actually, it is easy.
Gerry Georgatos is a suicide prevention 
researcher with the Institute of Social Justice 
and Human Rights and is also a member of 
the Aboriginal and Torres Suicide Prevention 
Evaluation Project (UWA). He is part of several 
national suicide prevention projects.
Lifeline’s 24-hour hotline, 13 11 14
Crisis Support and Suicide Prevention Beyond 
Blue – 1300 22 4636 

Risk of death high 
after release from prison
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