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The skyline of Sydney is littered with cranes
and new apartment blocks. In Melbourne
and Brisbane there has also been a boom
in high rise blocks. Rezoning of low den-
sity residential land, low interest rates and
increased demand from overseas have cre-
ated a paradise for developers and their
financial backers. State governments are
proving all too willing to override local
councils while ignoring social and environ-
mental impacts. Private profit is the name
of the game, with the preservation of our
communities, of liveable cities and heritage
coming a poor last.

Each state government has its “plan for sus-
tainable growth”. These plans largely consist
of predictions about population increases, con-
version of inner suburbs into high or medium
density accommodation, and more toll-ways
based on user pays and public-private partner-
ships. Land is being set aside for commercial
enterprises.

There is very little in the way of provid-
ing the additional public transport or affordable
housing. Already some train lines in Melbourne
are operating at well above capacity and the
situation is set to worsen. Provisions for public
housing, now renamed social housing, are
token at best when compared with the thou-
sands of people on waiting lists.

The main arterial roads of the major cities
are already car parks at peak period and for
much of the rest of the day.

Melbourne high rise

Melbourne is “planning” for an addition-
al 897,200 people accommodated in 562,000
new dwellings by 2030, only 15 years away —
367,000 of the new homes in existing suburbs
and 195,000 in fringe areas. That is an increase
of 20 percent in its population which is set to
double by 2050.

Plans for public transport infrastructure are
either non-existent or totally inappropriate. For
example, the government appears to have aban-
doned a $58 million project to extend rail to the
Port of Melbourne. This would have enabled
containers to be directly transferred to trains,
thus eliminating up to 3,200 truck movements
a day across Melbourne.

Instead, the Andrews Labor government is
reportedly considering an unsolicited bid from
Transurban for a $5.5 billion Western Distribu-
tor road. This would bring cars into the CBD
from the western suburbs and would put trucks
from the Port onto the roads.

The difference between $5.5 billion and
$58 million could fund a considerable public
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infrastructure that takes cars off the roads and
benefits the environment.

Residents on the outskirts of the city will
continue to be overlooked or have to put up
with a second rate service.

Under former Liberal Premier Jeff Kennett
it was a developer free-for-all with local com-
munities overridden. Many of the old buildings
in the city centre and the Docklands became
high rise developments.

Kennett sacked local councils, replaced
them with hand-picked administrators who set
about creating undemocratic mega councils.
This only added to the power of developers.

Sydney

Sydney is no different.

The Coalition Baird government is “plan-
ning” for a population increase of 1.1 million
people in Sydney by 2030 which is only 15
years away. That’s an increase of almost 25
percent.

This, according to the government, will
require 640,000 more dwellings — 420,000 of
them in existing suburbs and 220,000 on the
fringes of the city.

While housing prices have increased in
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Developers ravage
our cities

Melbourne and Brisbane, Sydney has taken
the biggest hit with the price of a three-bed-
room home with a garden well over one mil-
lion dollars.

In one recent example, ten houses were
sold to Zhengtang Investments at around $6
million each. The houses are opposite St Leon-
ards station (inner northern suburb of Sydney)
and the Royal North Shore Hospital.

The plan is for 246 new apartments, with
those on the upper floors having city and har-
bour views.

The same developer bought a site in Mor-
phett Street in the Adelaide CBD for $8.5 mil-
lion and is building 560 apartments for $300
million.

The dream for a family home with a garden
is fast fading but the medium and high densi-
ty apartments are not fulfilling that dream for
medium and low income workers, let alone
a single mother struggling on social security
benefits.

Rental in the inner suburbs for just a room
can be as much as $200 to $250. It is a recipe
for overcrowding. Already such instances have
come to light of students being crammed into
sub-human conditions.

Whose snouts
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Planning for public infrastructure, if you
can call it planning, it is centred around toll-
ways, which will only force more cars on to
the roads.

Rezoning of low density residential to high
density is also resulting in huge increases in
land tax. The land tax is not a problem for a
developer putting 20, 100 or 200 apartments
on a block, but for a retiree who has invested
their super savings in housing or a commercial
property it is a killer.

Mega councils

No one wants to see high rise blocks go up
next to their suburban home, to have the sun
blocked out or a community broken up and its
heritage destroyed.

The Baird government in NSW is in the
process of forcing councils to amalgamate into
mega councils along similar lines to Victoria.

When three or four councils merge, the size
of'a ward and the population per councillor are
increased three- or four-fold. It then becomes
far more difficult to have issues affecting a
small group of people heard or for individuals
to be elected to council.

Continued on page 2
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When reactionaries fall out

The bickering and blood-letting in the Liberal Party (see front
page of last weeks’ Guardian) continues unabated. The “conserva-
tive” grouping that supported the prime-ministership of Tony
Abbott is calling foul on the “moderate” members backing current
PM, Malcolm Turnbull. They are continuing to critique the govern-
ment and give thinly-veiled calls to the more reactionary members
of parliament and party bureaucrats to be ready to pounce.

For the record, the “conservatives” and the “moderates” would
be better described as the extremists and the more traditional
reactionaries. Some Coalition insiders are saying that the Liberals
risk being seen as just another ALP in policy terms and for its
raging internal factional strife. The latter perception is not new.
Malcolm Turnbull’s claim to an audience at the NSW state council
of the party last October that the outfit was “not run by factions ...
or by deals in back rooms” was met with gales of richly-deserved
mocking laughter.

The “conservatives” and “moderates” are joined at the hip
about the fundamentals — crushing the unions to make it easier to
push the cost of the deepening economic crisis onto workers and
other exploited people. The differences appear to be around social
policy where Turnbull wants to appeal superficially to mainstream
concerns regarding income inequality, the environment, social in-
clusion and the threat of war.

Turnbull knocked back a suggestion from US President Obama
to put Australian boots on the ground in Syria. Tasmanian senator
and former employment minister Eric Abetz felt it his duty to a
higher loyalty to support the appeal for more troops. Neither fac-
tion questions the overall wisdom of pursuing the US in another
military adventure.

“Moderates” are toying with the idea of a plebiscite on the
question of equal marriage. The clearest divisions in the Tory
camp are visible on social policy. The “conservatives” would ig-
nore the outcome of such a plebiscite if it gave the thumbs up to
legal same-sex marriage. “Moderate” spokespersons, such as the
minister for industry, innovation and science, Christopher Pyne,
have said the government would be mad to ignore the verdict of
the Australian people.

Underscoring the determination of the extreme reactionaries
to enforce monastic standards was Abbott’s decision to address
the Alliance Defending Freedom in the US last week. The cashed
up religious group wants to criminalise sodomy internationally
and generally “recover the robust Christendomic theology of the
3rd, 4th and 5th centuries.” Unfortunately for the anti-gay mar-
riage lobby group, a leading member has been arrested on child
pornography charges. The former Australian Prime Minster spoke,
as predicted, against same sex marriage.

“Conservatives” in NSW claim to be the target of a purge
in the state branch and that stalwarts like assistant minister for
multicultural affairs, Concetta Fierravanti-Wells, were having
pre-selection to recontest their seats undermined. Turnbull has
been obliged to step in and say he supports the endorsement of
sitting members. Others want more open competition. An expert
panel headed by former PM, John Howard, has been suggested
as a circuit breaker in the matter.

No doubt, workers will feel some satisfaction that this most anti-
worker government finds itself in the midst of internal turmoil. The
Libs’ embarrassment and the damage to government’s fortunes are
richly deserved. These same workers would be mistaken, however,
to think that they have a stake in that fight. Turnbull is no friend
of the battlers and his warm embrace of the report from the witch
hunt called the Royal Commission into Trade Union Governance
and Corruption has made that perfectly clear.

Workers would be well advised to build support for political
alternatives to the system dominated by the Coalition and Labor.
Left and progressive groups and candidates deserve support, not
the current plutocrat prime minister. The best thing workers can do
in the present circumstances is to join or support the Communist
Party and vote for Communist candidates in the forthcoming fed-
eral election. If you wish to help in this campaign, don’t hesitate
to contact the CPA at cpa@cpa.org.au or register your interest via
the website — www.cpa.org.au

PRESS FUND

Conservative state and federal governments continue campaigning
for a GST increase, and the corporate world is preparing a massive
advertising campaign to reduce business tax. It’s a clear-cut case of
the rich and their allies organising to rob the poor. And they might
win. After an extensive advertising blitz they succeeded in getting
the carbon and mining taxes scrapped, and last year Apple paid
only 1.06 percent of its $8 billion revenue in Australia, while 579
corporations paid no tax at all on $405 billion in revenue takings.
We want to take them on, but we really need your Press Fund
contributions, so please send us something for the next issue if

you possibly can. Many thanks to the following, for their generous
support this week:

The Alexander Kipritidis Estate $162.50, Mark Manion $5, “Rough
Red” $5, KM $35, Ray Gillespie $20, “Round Figure” $17.50

This week’s total: $245 Progressive total: $1,470
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Snap Protest by Grandmothers Against Removals (GMAR), Friday January 29, Family & Community Services, cnr
Cleveland & Chalmers St, Strawberry Hills.
No more! FACS is tearing families apart: we are fighting back! This FACS office has an ongoing role in the forced

removals of Aboriginal children from their families, creating intense frauma and dislocation for the children, families

and community at large.

URGENT! ANY SUPPORT IS APPRECIATED!

For more info go to: www.facebook.com/stopstolengenerations

Developers ravage
our cities

Continued from page 1

This gives candidates backed by
developers and other wealthy para-
sites an advantage over communists,
Greens and others with a genuine
interest in the community. It takes the
“local” out of “local government”.

1t is the big developers and their
financial backers who have driven
the amalgamation agenda.

Rendering
local govt powerless

Local democracy, even with all
the limitations of mega councils, is
being overridden.

The government has set up a
Greater Sydney Commission to con-
trol zoning in particular for the whole
of metropolitan Sydney. Its chair is
former Sydney Lord Mayor Lucy
Turnbull whose husband is the Prime
Minister.

Its responsibilities include regu-
lar reviews of councils’ Local Envi-
ronment Plans. Its powers include
conducting all decision-making and
plan-making on rezoning proposals
currently undertaken by the Minister
(or delegate).

It also takes on the current deter-
minations on development applica-
tions and plan-making functions of
the Sydney Joint Regional Planning
Panels, including rezoning reviews.

This is a further erosion of
council powers to control high rise,
environmental and other aspects of
planning and approvals. The fagade
of independence enables the govern-
ment to distance itself from poten-
tially unpopular decisions.

Developers have also been given
a leg-up with legislation that permits
a body corporate to sell to a devel-
oper if 75 percent of the body cor-
porate agree.

What future?

Despite all the talk about plan-
ning, the planning that is really
required is not occurring. Where is
the sense in selling off school real
estate or closing a public hospital and
likewise selling it off? What thought
has been given to job creation? To
regional development? Everything is
being left to the private sector. The
only “planning” is rezoning and pri-
vatisation for private profit.

People are losing what little

say they had in the future of their
communities.

Cities, already clogged with
traffic and heavily polluted air from
cars and trucks that should not be on
our roads, are reaching crisis point.
This is not the path to a sustainable
future.

Genuine planning means hand-
ing over decision-making to people
who are not in the pockets of devel-
opers, construction companies, pet-
rochemical companies and financial
institutions. It means a comprehen-
sive public transport system with low
or no fares funded out of taxation.

It is time state governments
re-established their Public Works
Departments to build public hous-
ing, roads, schools, transport and
other public infrastructure. States can
borrow for such projects at a fraction
of what it costs them to subsidise pri-
vate operators to build and manage
the same infrastructure.

It comes down to a simple
choice: whether private profits come
first or people and the environment.
For the working class, the home-
less, the unemployed, the answer is
clear. &
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Alarming revelations of The Global Wealth Report
The rich are getting richer ...

Steve Mavrantonis

Some very disturbing and alarm-
ing facts were revealed recently by
the annual Oxfam Report and the
Global Wealth Report for 2015 of
the Credit Suisse Research Insti-
tute. According to these reports
there are today 62 people who
own as much wealth as half of
the earth’s population, 3.5 billion
people!

These 62 multi-billionaires have
witnessed the increase of their wealth
by 44% since 2010. At the same
time the wealth owned by 3.5 billion
people was decreased by 41%. This
demonstrates without any doubt that
the motto of the “wonderful world”
of capitalism we live in is the rich
become richer and the poor, poorer.

It is further revealed that approx-
imately 7.6 trillion dollars accumu-
lated in the coffers of these 62 super
rich capitalists is deposited in off-
shore “tax paradises”. This untaxed
wealth means a loss of revenue of the
order of $190 billion.

As much as 30% of the whole
financial wealth of Africa is depos-
ited in “taxation paradises” which

means an annual loss of revenue of
$14 billion that would be enough to
provide health and care services to
4 million children every year and
to secure that every African child
attended school.

The Annual Wealth Report indi-
cates that approximately half of the
global wealth (42.5%) is owned by
multi-billionaires who constitute
0.7% of the global population. In the
second place are the affluent social
strata who constitute 7.3% of the pop-
ulation and own 40% of the wealth.

The rest of the earth’s population,
92% of the people, own only 15.4%
of the wealth and the great majority
of those, 71% own only 3% of the
global wealth.

If the findings of the current
Wealth Report are compared with
the corresponding reports of previ-
ous years we arrive at some reveal-
ing conclusions. The most important
of these conclusions is:

During the period 2010-2015 the
wealth owned by these multi-billion-
aires increased by 60% and the per-
centage of global wealth owned by
them increased by 10%. At the same
time the wealth of the poorer social

strata, the 71% of the world popula-
tion, was decreased by 10%.

The questions raised following
these revelations, include: Is this
unacceptable situation a natural phe-
nomenon of the human society or is it
a social/political phenomenon?

The only correct and sensi-
ble answer to this question by any
member of the disadvantaged section
of the earth’s population, the 92% of
the people, is that this intolerable sit-
uation is the result of specific poli-
cies pursued globally by a handful of
multinational corporations, powerful
capitalist enterprises and their state
apparatuses for a long time. Policies
designed to increase their power and
wealth to the detriment of the over-
whelming majority of the peoples of
the world.

The above answer must also
include the inevitable conclusion that
this cannibalism of the multinationals
is inherent in the capitalist system,
the system of exploitation of man by
man, which builds its power on the
capitalist ownership of the means of
production.

The final conclusion that fol-
lows from the above answer is that
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this inhumane system must be over-
thrown and replaced by another
social system which will have as
its main aim the satisfaction of the
needs and the defence of the inter-
ests of the overwhelming majority of
the people: The socialisation of the

means of production and the equi-
table distribution of the wealth pro-
duced by human labour.

This new system is no other than
socialism, where the power is the
hands of the people and exercised by
the people for the people. &

Robert Dampf as | knew him

I first met Robert at meetings of the Commu-
nist Party in Surry Hills about 20 years ago.
My first impression was of a very articulate,
elderly gentleman with a soft voice and light
Canadian accent, a great sense of humour
and some charming eccentricities, like the
flowers he would wear in his hatband. When
asked once why he camped in a tent on a trip
to Europe, he is said to have replied that if he
stayed in hotels he couldn’t see the butterflies.

I also used to encounter Robert on the
evening ferry to Manly, and while we passed
the Harbour’s beautiful bays and islands,
bounced over the waves as we crossed the
Heads and finally slipped in quietly to moor at
Manly wharf, he would entertain me with amus-
ing accounts of colourful adventures during his
latest overseas trip.

But as I got to know him I also became
aware of the depth of his feelings about many
crucial political issues, including the worldwide
struggle for peace, the threat posed by climate
change and the Australian government’s treat-
ment of asylum seekers, to mention just a few.

Robert cared deeply about all these issues.
He was born in Hungary, spent his childhood

in Canada, and then migrated to Australia. For
years he distributed copies of the Party paper
the Guardian to libraries in Sydney’s north-

ern beaches suburbs. He attended marches and
participated vigorously in discussions about all
these issues at Party meetings and classes, and
in “Politics in the Pub”, until the physical strug-
gle became too much for him.

A true stalwart, he held his beliefs right to
the end, never wavering, despite the many set-
backs and difficulties that the movement for
peace and socialism has encountered both here
and overseas. In this respect he seemed to per-
sonify the words of the Russian poet Nikolai
Ostrovsky, who wrote:

“Man’s greatest possession is life. It is
given to him but once, and he must live it so
as to feel no torturing regrets for wasted years,
never know the burning shame of a mean and
petty past; so live that, dying he might say: all
my life, all my strength were given to the finest
cause in all the world — the fight for the libera-
tion of mankind.”

That was how I knew Robert Dampf.

Peter Mac
Comrade Robert passed away in December. &

Robert with Amador Navidi
(Photo: Anna Pha)
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(left) at the International Women's Day March in 2014.

TJ Hickey

Seventeen year old TJ Hickey was impaled on
a metal spiked fence while being pursued by police
in 2004. The NSW government has continued to
ignore calls for an apology.

12 years and still fighting for justice for TJ
Open a new TJ inquiry!

Apology & compensation to the Hickey family!

Rally and March

10:30am Sunday, February 14

TJ Hickey Park
Crn George and Phillip Sts, Waterloo

Stop all Death in Custody!
Build Communities Not Prisons!
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Hospital violence

More than 140 delegates of the NSW Nurses
and Midwives’ Association (NSWNMA) last
week shared their growing fears about inci-
dents of violence and aggression occurring
in public hospitals and other health care
settings across the state.

Four resolutions moved by the NSWN-
MA’s Nepean Hospital Penrith Branch were
passed unanimously during a Committee of
Delegates meeting. All four resolutions sought
urgent interventions by the NSW Minister for
Health, Jillian Skinner.

Acting general secretary of the NSWNMA,
Judith Kiejda, said the rising issue of violence
in the workplace dominated the meeting and
a large number of violent examples were dis-
cussed by delegates.

“The more we look into the issue of vio-
lence, the more horror stories and evidence
comes to light of just how bad the situation is
in our public hospital system,” Ms Kiejda said.

“This isn’t just a problem occurring ran-
domly in our major metropolitan emergency
departments — it’s happening throughout vari-
ous wards in regional and rural hospital settings
as well and it desperately needs addressing.

“Understandably, delegates from our
Nepean Hospital Branch have been heav-
ily impacted by the shooting incident which
occurred in their emergency department last

week and on behalf of the broader nursing pro-
fession feel compelled to call on the Health
Minister to act and act urgently.”

Delegates from Lockhart in the state’s
south, Shoalhaven, RPA, Nepean, Scone, Coffs
Harbour, Byron Bay and Tweed Heads in the
north also described horrific incidents of vio-
lence that have occurred over recent months.

From the husband of a labouring woman
who repeatedly threatened nursing staff and
then theatre staff during an emergency cae-
sarean, a methylamphetamine (ice) affected
patient who removed a hospital ward door from
its hinges and physically threatened staff, to a
violent patient left in the care of emergency
department staff who broke a window with his
head, prompting a riot police response.

“It’s imperative that the Minister for Health
addresses this escalating violence as a priority,
with both short and long-term solutions and
hasn’t simply used today’s meeting with the
Health Services Union as a token gesture to
appease hospital security personnel,” said Ms
Kiejda.

“The NSWNMA, along with many other
health stakeholders, are prepared to meet with
the Ministry of Health and work through the
issues collaboratively.”

The NSWNMA confirmed it would con-
tinue highlight the concerns raised by nursing

and midwifery delegates with the Minister for
Health as a matter of urgency.

The four unanimous resolutions passed
were as follows:

9.1 Nepean Hospital
Penrith Branch

This Committee of Delegates calls on the
Minister for Health Jillian Skinner to seek an
urgent meeting with the NSW Minister for
Police Troy Grant in order to address how NSW
police officers manage individuals in Emergen-
cy Departments who have been arrested/await-
ing bail or scheduled under the NSW Mental
Health Act, and who are considered dangerous.

Once legal paperwork has been “Served”
on the person in question, police officers
should not then leave the patient in the Emer-
gency Department nor should they be admit-
ted to any other part of the hospital unless they
are under the supervision of an appropriately
trained security officer.

9.2 Nepean Hospital
Penrith Branch

This Committee of Delegates believes that
the practice of police leaving aggressive and
violent patients in Emergency Departments be

Guardian

reviewed to ensure that once an assessment is
conducted and police assistance is required,
then a formal request be made that the police
continue to remain on duty and guard the indi-
vidual in question. The safety of staff, patients
and members of the public is paramount.

9.3 Nepean Hospital
Penrith Branch

This Committee of Delegates calls on the
Minister for Health Jillian Skinner to reinstate
the Special Constable status for security staff in
health facilities across NSW — so that security
staff have adequate powers and the necessary
protection to appropriately detain violent and
aggressive people. Further to this, the Minis-
ter also has a duty of care to ensure that there
is adequate security staff for all areas of our
public hospitals.

9.4 Nepean Hospital
Penrith Branch

This Committee of Delegates calls on NSW
Health to ensure all staff in Emergency Depart-
ments are trained as a matter of urgency in self
defence techniques, de-escalation processes and
that all Emergency Departments have an urgent
review of duress alarms and responses. &

Invasion Day Commemorations

Richard Titelius

The interest in this year’s Invasion Day
activities around Australia caught organis-
ers by surprise as they had not expected the
large turnouts for the rallies and marches. In
Perth organisers of a rally to protest Premier
Colin Barnett’s plans to close over 150 of
the 200 Aboriginal communities in Western
Australia, started from Heirisson Island — or
Matagarup in the local Nyoongar language
— expected only about 100 people to turn
up but had 300 people march in one of the
largest Aboriginal rallies in Perth in the last
ten years.

The rally proceeded along the length of
Adelaide Terrace before turning towards Lan-
gley Park and up to Ozone Reserve where this
year’s Survival Concert was held and celebra-
tions of Aboriginal music and culture contin-
ued into the evening while the anachronism
of the white invaders’ celebrations continued
around them.

However, a Channel Nine reporter out-
side the Survival Concert did put a rhetorical
proposition for their viewers, “There are calls
for Australia Day to be changed as it excludes
Aboriginal people.”

In Melbourne hundreds of protesters con-
verged on Flinders Street Station following that

city’s Australia Day celebrations led by two
groups; Warriors of Aboriginal Resistance and
First Nations Liberators, to mourn for the dis-
possession suffered by Aboriginal people and
the suppression of their language, culture and
religion by white authorities since 1788.

There were also Invasion Day rallies in
Sydney, Brisbane, Canberra and Hobart —
where protesters called on Premier Will Hodg-
man to pressure Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull to change the date of the national
holiday.

However, considering that Malcolm Turn-
bull rejected a fresh push for Australia to

become a Republic, he was unlikely to concede
that the date of the national day should change.

The twin issues however will not go away
as Australia needs to become a republic and
there is little about our identity and our unity
as a nation tied up in January 26, 1788. Inva-
sion Day and the celebration of the culture and
survival of our Aboriginal people is something
real and indisputable which resonates with
most Australians people.

The Communist Party of Australia calls on
the federal government to advance the cause
of Australia becoming a republic, a fresh look
at the constitution and the movement of our

national day to a day that is more inclusive and

unifying. @&
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Rally against closure of Aboriginal communities on Invasion Day Perth.

Shipping Australia Lid: Anything but Australian

Len Waster

Shipping Australia Limited is
nothing at all like what its name
suggests. As the peak industry
body of ship-owners and shipping
agents in Australia its members
are the large international ship-
ping firms who own the more than
3,000 ships that call into Austral-
ian ports every year.

The ships these firms operate are
conveniently registered in tax havens
such Cayman Islands and small, poor
nations such as Burma, Liberia, the
Marshall Islands, Bolivia and Equa-
torial Guinea, countries chosen for
the very reason that they cannot exer-
cise responsibility for the ships regis-
tered under their flags.

The crews these companies hire
often work in conditions that amount

to little more than slavery. Austral-
ian seafarers earn about $80,000 a
year. Their awards and conditions, on
Australian flagged ships and domes-
tic shipping routes at least, are pro-
tected under the Coastal Trading Act.

Crews working on international
routes have a minimum wage of less
than $10,000 a year, set by the Inter-
national Labour Organisation, and
not enforceable. Very few crew are
unionised and the reality is many sea-
farers sailing under flags of conven-
ience work for as little as $2 an hour.

This is the regime the shipown-
ers and their agents in Shipping Aus-
tralia Limited want introduced onto
Australia’s domestic shipping routes.

This is why the Maritime Union
of Australia, with the support of the
Australian Council of Trade Unions
and state trade union councils, has

recently been actively engaged in
pickets and rallies, with the promise
of more to come.

This action has included a picket
this last week of Shipping Austral-
ia’s national headquarters in Sussex
Street Sydney, as well as rallies in
Melbourne against the sacking of the
crew of MV Portland, that has tradi-
tionally carried the ore of US based
corporation Alcoa to its smelter at
Portland, in western Victoria and in
Newcastle where the crew of the CSL
Melbourne, that carries ore for Rio
Tinto subsidiary Pacific Aluminium,
is also being forcibly replaced.

Shipping Australia has been
pushing for the Australian govern-
ment to “overhaul” the Coastal Trade
Act, which protects what remains of
Australia’s coastal shipping industry.
The industry body’s main argument

is that its slow decline will continue
and the jobs (under Australian award
conditions) will be lost anyway, but
the current Act stands in the way of
“cheaper, more flexible” transport
options coming in immediately.

The Abbott and Turnbull Liberal
governments have been supportive
of the shipowners’ demands, but the
amended Act has been blocked in the
Senate since the end of 2015.

The Turnbull government’s
response to this has been to issue,
first Alcoa, now Rio Tinto, “tempo-
rary licences” which allows these
companies to bypass the law and
introduce the “cheaper, more flexi-
ble” option of desperate, non-union-
ised labour drawn from some of the
world’s poorest countries.

The MUA is warning that this
exercise by global corporations in the

shipping industry, to drive workers’
wages and conditions towards the
bottom of the global labour market,
is just the tip of the iceberg and if
not opposed will permeate into other
industries.

The Turnbull government’s
moves to deregulate Australian ship-
ping raise serious concerns on nation-
al security, fuel security, jobs and
skills and environmental protection.

Australian crews are among the
most highly trained in the world and
have high level security screening.
As a result, Australian-flagged ships
are demonstrably safer than Flag
of Convenience shipping and have
a strong environmental record in
protecting our coastline, as well as
delivering a decent life to Australian
crews and their families. &
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Has integrity got
a sporting chance?

Peter Mac

Last year a furore erupted over
claims of bribery within FIFA,
soccer’s international federation.
Questions have now been raised
about a payment to FIFA by soc-
cer’s peak body in Australia of
$500,000, which somehow ended
up in the private account of
Jack Warner, FIFA’s former vice
president.

Allegations of corruption have
also been made about bids by Russia
and Qatar to host future international
soccer tournaments, but many nations
have used bribery and intimidation to
win the highly lucrative events.

Tennis and cricket have also been
the subject of corruption allegations,
with revelations that some play-
ers have thrown matches to benefit
a gambler or syndicate. Police even
questioned competitors in the recent
Australian Open tournament about
possible gambling corruption.

One Australian player has been
convicted after tennis integrity offic-
ers tracked him down, using meta-
data information, but Attorney
general George Brandis has now
banned sporting officials from gain-
ing access to metadata records.

In 2013-14 Australians bet $4.6
billion on sport, with online betting
accounting for $2.75 billion. Betting
on sport is a highly destructive social
problem, yet gambling firms are now
directing very effective advertising
campaigns at youth, depicting betting
as harmless and socially acceptable
fun — and the government has raised
no objection.

Australian betting firms are for-
bidden from offering on line wager-
ing in real time, but international
gambling companies are beyond Aus-
tralian control and the government is
now considering lifting the restric-
tions. International gaming compa-
ny William Hill was even allowed to

STOP FORCE

sponsor the Australian open tennis,
an open invitation for television
viewers to break the restrictions.
Illicit performance-enhancing drugs
have dogged sporting competition for
decades.

Former champion cyclist Lance
Armstrong was convicted of the
offence, and cricket and thorough-
bred racing are also mired in drug
scandals. Victorian chief steward
Terry Bailey, who has cracked down
on racing corruption involving drugs,
last year had shots fired through his
front door.

Thirty-four players in Mel-
bourne’s Essendon Australian Foot-
ball club were recently convicted of
using performance-enhancing drugs
by the Court of Arbitration for Sport
(CAS), a Swiss-based international
tribunal, despite having been cleared
of the charge by an AFL tribunal
chaired by a retired judge last year.
Whether guilty or not, the players are
now bearing the punishment rather
than the club management, and major
damage has been done to the club and
the sport.

All competitors are tainted by
evidence of corruption. Any tennis
competitor is now likely to be sus-
pected of having thrown the match if
he or she unexpectedly loses it, espe-
cially to a competitor of considerably
lower status.

Sports involved in match-fix-
ing risk a huge loss of popularity.
Two decades ago figure skating was
highly popular in the US, but after
revelations that some competitors
had thrown matches spectator num-
bers plummeted.

Sport has the potential to teach us
the importance of struggle, the devel-
opment of skill, dignity in defeat
and generosity in victory. But those
values are undermined by business
interests that profit from ruthlessness
and brutality in sport.

Greyhound racing may never
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recover from revelations last year
about the use of live animals as bait.
Minister for Trade Barnaby Joyce
refused to take action to prevent the
transport of dogs to Asia where they
are raced to the point of exhaustion
and then slaughtered to produce meat
for human consumption. In Australia
the widespread killing of greyhounds
who fail to win owners money con-
tinues unabated.

Last November the Victori-
an Sports Minister enthusiastically
praised the “Ultimate Fighting Cham-
pionships” in which competitors fight
in a cage, beating each other into sub-
mission or unconsciousness. He said
it gives “a big boost to our economy
and jobs to Victorians”.

One disgusted viewer described
one such match between two women
fighters as “... 56,000 [spectators],
mostly men, cheering on a female
competitor landing direct, finishing
blows to a semi-conscious female
opponent’s bloodied face ...” The
Victorian sports regulator recently
banned Australian firms from accept-
ing bets on the “sport” because of
suspected links to corruption and
money laundering.

Last December former Essendon
AFL coach James Hird declared that
“power and greed” were dominating
his sport, and that leading sporting
bodies succumbed to commercial
interests, relied on public relations
spin, suppressed dissent and criti-
cism from players, and refused to
defend them. He commented: “...
strong sporting organisations ... have
the media on their side and there are
certain rules you have to abide by if
you want to play ...”

Clubs often supply players with
prescription drugs as pain killers for
injuries, rather than removing the
player from the field. Two rugby
league players were recently hospi-
talised in Sydney after taking pain
killing drugs with potentially dan-
gerous side effects.

When Australian Rules football-
er Adam Goodes was subjected to
racist abuse from some spectators he
maintained his dignity, earning great
respect from the public, but football
authorities refused to condemn the
abuse, declaring that the spectators
were “entitled to support their team”,
a complete failure of duty of care by
management.

Many businesses profit from and
promote violence and degradation in
sport. And in sport, just like every-
where else, employers try to squeeze
every bit of profit from their employ-
ees. Members of the national wom-
en’s soccer team, the Matildas, who
last year were receiving a base salary
of only $21,000 per annum, (less
than the minimum wage) went on
strike and won salary levels between
$30,000 and $41,000 plus match
fees. They also want paid maternity
leave, already an entitlement in wom-
en’s professional netball.

Individual players have certainly
been found guilty of unethical behav-
iour, and it’s no good saying “I was
just following orders.” But the real
problem is the domination of sport
by business interests and the ruth-
lessness and insatiable greed gen-
erated by the corrosive corporate
culture. &
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The recently released NSW TAFE 2015 annual report has
revealed the extent of the devastation in the sector. In June 2012,
TAFE employed 15,822 teachers and support staff. By June 2015,
this had dropped to 11,177. In three years, TAFE NSW has made
4,645 teachers and support staff redundant. All this is taking place
against the background of high youth unemployment and a grow-
ing skills shortage. Instead of strengthening TAFE the policy of
the NSW government has been to dismiss teachers, cut cours-
es, close colleges, sell off assets and then transfer the savings to
for-profit college owners. Those profiteers immediately engaged
in dubious practices — enrolling people who could not possibly
do courses and getting them into debts they could not possibly
pay back. Some for-profit providers face courts, some had their
contracts with the NSW government terminated. As for TAFE stu-
dents — their fees have increased dramatically and that surge
in TAFE fees has meant 83,000 fewer students have enrolled
in TAFE NSW campuses since 2012. The government policy
was called “Smart and Skilled”. As it turned out it was neither.

The Brazilian President personally intervened in the US$7 bil-
lion compensation claim against BHP Billiton so as to speed up
the progress of the financial settlement for the worst environ-
mental disaster Brazil had ever experienced when the tailings
dam burst killing 17 people, destroying villages and poisoning
water supplies. According to the local press the President set
February 5 as a target for some form of settlement to be reached.

Tony Abbott, the ex-captain of Team Australia decided to spend
Australia Day overseas. That's OK, he is out of a job and nobody
seems to be in a hurry to offer him anything. So the USA outfit
called The Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF) paid for his travel to
address the ADF (see Editorial). The ADF is known for its extreme
fundamentalist religious views (of Christian variety). It is fiercely
fighting against women’s right to have an abortion and it is anti-gay.
The ADF’s stated goal is “to defend the right to hear and speak the
Truth through strategy, training, funding and litigation”. It is very big
on litigation and wants its religious zealots to move up the political
food chain so as to implement their religious agenda in the public
arena. Funding for the organisation comes from different sourc-
es with a similar viewpoint. One of them stated “man was created
by a direct act of God in His image, not from previously existing
creatures, and that all mankind sinned in Adam and Eve, the his-
torical parents of the entire human race”. (Wikipedia). So this is the
crowd that Abbott is addressing: it says a lot about his world view.
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Whose snouts in the troug

Anna Pha

“Board fees for unionists up Slpc in a
year”, runs the headline of an “exclu-
sive” story in Murdoch’s Australian
(15-12-2015). Those greedy, overpaid
unionists have their snouts in the trough
again, or so you’d think just glancing
through the paper reading its headlines.

If you go on to read the first paragraph,
The Australian’s industrial reporter Eliz-
abeth Colman makes a subtle change to
the story: “Fees paid to unions by indus-
try super funds have risen dramatically in
the past year, with pay rises of as much as
51 percent for senior officials appointed to
the boards of directors.” (Emphasis added
—Ed)

So the unions, not the unionists are paid
the fees. These fees include a base rate and
then additional payments for attendance
at different committee meetings and other
services.

The unions are paid, not the individ-
uals. For example, ACTU president Ged
Kearney, a full-time employee of the
ACTU, sits on the Trustee Board of the
construction industry superannuation fund
Cbus. The fee paid to the ACTU for her
work as a board member rose 29 percent
from $46,781 to $60,128.

The fee paid for ACTU secretary Dave
Oliver’s work as a Board member of Aus-
tralia’s largest industry fund, Australian
Super, rose 51 percent from $54,248 to
$82,239. Oliver joined the board in 2007.

Colman fails to mention that there is
equal representation of employer and trade
union representatives on industry fund
boards, that these employer representatives
would receive similar payments.

Tucked away in the second to last para-
graph, she reports that the Australian Super
chairwoman Heather Ridout received a 13
percent pay rise from $161,915 to $183,194
over the same period. (This amount
includes a rise in superannuation payments
from $13,740 to $15,894). Ridout is per-
sonally paid, not some organisation, more

than double the amount received by the
ACTU in relation to Dave Oliver’s Board
membership.

in 2007 as an employer representative and
became its chair in 2013. Until recently
she was the chairwoman of the Australian
Industry Group (Ai Group) representing
manufacturing construction, defence, IT
and labour hire employers.

Reserve Bank of Australia and has held
numerous government and other appoint-
ments. She would hardly be short of a
dollar.

er representative Tim Poole’s person-
al remuneration rose from $162,215 to
$180,182 over the same period. But she
didn’t.

made to employer representative John
Ingram from Ai Group — up from $135,881
to $152,710 (including super payments).
But she didn’t.

Australian Manufacturing Workers’ Union
for its representative Paul Bastian rose from
$51,000 to $55,800.

Whose snouts are feeding off workers’
retirement savings?

had its way and industry superannuation
funds such as Australian Super and Cbus
were run like the private retail funds, with
trade union representation on the boards
reduced to a maximum of one third.

industry superannuation funds paid a total
of $88 million in director costs. But this
figure fades in comparison to figures from
the prudential regulator (APRA) showing
that retail funds paid $449 million to their
directors. (Australian Financial Review
(9-12-2014))
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Ridout was also appointed to the Board

She is also a board member of the

Colman could have added that employ-

She could have compared the payments

Or that the payments received by the

So whose snouts are in the trough?

But it could be worse if the government

In the year ended June 30, 2013,

Again whose snouts are in the
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Stop TPP corporate power grab

Statement, Uniting Food, Farm and Hotel Workers

After eight years of secret negotiations,
governments will sign the 12-nation* Trans-
Pacific Partnership Agreement in New
Zealand on February 4. The treaty text,
which was only made public last November,
confirms what critics of the deal have been
contending since leaked portions of the
draft chapters became available, and even
earlier, since corporations have never been
shy about setting out their goals. The TPP
in its final form shows that the corporations
have gotten what they want: a trade deal
which threatens democracy.

The TPP confirms sweeping new powers
on transnational investors, codified in their
“right” to sue governments in closed arbitra-
tion tribunals for any laws, regulations, court
decisions or actions which fail to meet their
“expectations” as investors — the notorious
investor-to-state dispute settlement proce-
dure (ISDS). Under similar trade and invest-
ment treaties, ISDS has been successfully
used by corporations to contest the power
of government to ban or restrict the produc-
tion, transport and waste management of
toxic chemicals, license the management of
land and water resources, promote alterna-
tive energy, set rates for water and electricity
services, restructure sovereign debt, eliminate
toxic pesticides, maintain food safety stand-
ards and require companies to properly label
the products they market.

Toxic features

TPP codifies the most toxic features of
this mechanism and incorporates an elastic

definition of “investment” which confers
extra-legal legal power on transnational
owners of stocks, bonds, speculative financial
instruments like derivatives, licences, fran-
chises, permits and intellectual property. The
treaty expands the scope for ISDS complaints
to financial services, giving transnational
investors the right to challenge regulatory
measures which fail to meet their “expecta-
tions” or a “minimum standard of treatment”.
This is a battering ram to tear down even the
modest measures undertaken in the wake of
the 2008 financial meltdown, or improve sig-
nificantly on these measures, setting the stage
for new banking crises.

The treaty’s chapter on intellectual prop-
erty extends the life and scope of existing
copyright and patent protections and poten-
tially allows for lawsuits to challenge gov-
ernment price and procurement policies on
life-saving drugs. Signatory countries are
obliged to sign a treaty, the 1991 Interna-
tional Convention for the Protection of New
Varieties of Plants, which guarantees corpo-
rations the “right” to patent every plant spe-
cies and prohibits farmers from exchanging
these seeds. Other provisions open the door
for corporations to challenge public oversight
of biotechnology, weakening resistance to the
further expansion of (patent-protected) geneti-
cally modified plants and their associated
pesticides.

Regulation of domestic services covered
by the agreement are protected from investor
challenge only to the extent that they are regu-
lated in a “reasonable, objective and impartial

manner”. While there is no chapter on gov-
ernment procurement in the TPP, signatories
are obliged to commence negotiations within
three years on “expanded coverage”.

The TPP goes far beyond the current
WTO treaty rules, and even many provisions
in regional and bilateral trade and investment
treaties which are “WTO-plus” in areas which
transnational investors have long sought to
conquer, including intellectual property, finan-
cial services, food and agriculture and bio-
technology. It undermines the democratic
right of governments to legislate and to regu-
late in the public interest, and thereby under-
mines fundamental human rights, including
the rights to food, healthcare and education.
If ratified, it would seriously impede efforts
to create quality employment, promote sus-
tainable food production and tackle climate
change, using the lever of public investment.

Embedded language

The corporate power grab is embedded in
language which promises to protect the right
of governments to regulate in the public inter-
est - provided that regulation is subject to
market disciplines, meets investor “expecta-
tions” and is “non-discriminatory”. With TPP,
governments can indeed regulate, but only if
they are prepared to pay millions to transna-
tional companies and their legal squads. The
chapter on labour rights obliges three coun-
tries (only!) — Brunei, Malaysia, and Vietnam
— to bring core ILO Conventions into their
domestic legislation, but remains essentially
rhetorical and unenforceable.

The environment chapter, touted by the
Obama administration as the strongest ever
in an international trade agreement, actually
marks a retreat in comparison with other US
international environmental commitments.
More to the point, no treaty which grants
such sweeping powers to private corporations
could be “balanced” through labour or envi-
ronmental safeguards, and the treaty proc-
ess requires signatory countries to bring all
domestic legislation into conformity with the
investor claims in the agreement. TPP and
similar agreements have to be defeated, not
amended or “improved” if labour wants to
advance its own agenda.

Unions and their allies have a window
of opportunity to stop the TPP. Signing must
be followed by ratification by the signatory
governments, although ratification by six
countries representing at least 60% of the eco-
nomic output of the 12 countries can bring
the treaty into force for those six. Anti-TPP
campaigners have succeeded in raising global
awareness of the treaty’s destructive impact,
and the US elections this year add to the con-
troversy and uncertainty around the ratifi-
cation process in the US and the other big
economic players. The labour movement and
our allies must make full use of the opportu-
nity this provides.

* Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile,
Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand,
Peru, Singapore, the United States and
Vietnam. &
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Paris Climate Talks

Need to tackle

Nnimmo Bassey

COP21 has come and gone, and like most
others before it, the response has been
varied. Some have applauded the Paris
Agreement as a giant step for humankind.
Some are claiming a big win. Others take
a holistic look at the future scenario the
agreement presents and are aghast that
after two decades of climate negotiations
greenhouse gas emissions continue to rise
and the Paris Agreement does not indicate
any urgency in tackling this fundamental
problem, even though it does indeed recog-
nise the urgency of the crisis.

The Agreement speaks of a desirability to
work towards a temperature increase of 1.5C
while aiming also at a target “well below 2C”.
We wonder how the COP quantifies the differ-
ence between 1.5 and “well below” 2 degrees.
And which may be greater in this language of
diplomats?

The Agreement recognises everything
that needs to be recognised, including the
need for finance and technology transfer,
human rights, gender and intergenerational
equity, but provides no scope for the opera-
tionalising of these in a manner that signifies
this acknowledgment.

Although it is generally agreed that fossil
fuels must be kept in the ground if we are to
stand a chance of keeping temperature increase
below 2 degrees above pre-industrial levels, the
COP, perhaps encouraged by its oil company
partners, ignored this and locked the planet on
the path of peril.

The path taken by the COP is an

irredeemable, self-inflicted injury that subverts
real efforts to tackle the climate menace.

The scaffold on which the entire COP21
hung was the infamous intended nationally
determined contributions (INDCs). While the
COP itself notes that the figures submitted by
countries do not on the aggregate point a way
to cooling the planet, it nevertheless stayed the
cause of this clearly wrong path. The INDCs, if
implemented, will lead to a temperature increase
of over 3 degrees Celsius above pre-industri-
al levels, wiping out communities of people
and sparking unpredictable repercussions. The
Agreement recognises that INDCs will also be
achieved through removal of greenhouse gases
— through sinks and offsets, for example. Thus,
the path of the INDCs taken by the COP is an
irredeemable, self-inflicted injury that subverts
real efforts to tackle the climate menace.

Applauding the COP for being a success
because for the first time all nations have indi-
cated commitment to tackle climate change on
the basis of the INDCs indicates a total dis-
regard of climate science and equity as epito-
mised by this pathway.

That sinking feeling

We note that the Agreement speaks repeat-
edly of “sinks and reservoirs of greenhouse
gases”. These are wedges to keep the door
open for all sorts of carbon offset schemes,
including REDD (Reducing Emissions from
Deforestation and Forest Degradation) and all
its variants, yet-to-be-proven carbon capture
and storage, geo-engineering and such like. We
can thus expect intense externalising of climate
action on climate victims as well as carbon

colonialism — which may include what is
referred to in the Agreement as “international-
ly transferred mitigation” (Article 6) rather than
direct in-country carbon emissions reduction.

At the launching of a publication of the No
REDD in Africa Network (NRAN) at the Cli-
mate Forum during the COP, Firoze Manji, the
pan Africanist, described carbon offsetting as
putting your feet in a refrigerator when your
head is in the oven and hoping to achieve a
median temperature for your body. Very apt
indeed.

The agreement ties non-market climate
solutions to the enhancement of “public and
private sector participation in the implementa-
tion of nationally determined contributions”.
This hints at the privatisation of carbon or pol-
lution, which arguably is already happening
through carbon trading.

Climate finance remains grossly insuffi-
cient, with targets of US$10 billion yearly up to
2025 (COP15 said 2020), when this would shift
to US$100 billion yearly. That these amounts
are insufficient can be seen from the fact that
the US spent about US$68 billion to handle the
aftermath of just one hurricane, Sandy. Consid-
ering that rich countries spend up to USS$2 tril-
lion annually in needless wars underscores the
fact that what we are seeing is specious power
play and climate apartheid.

And, by the way, who accounts for the mil-
lions of tonnes of greenhouse gases released
in warfare? Quite apart from the destruction
of lives and the wreaking of havoc on nations
and territories, especially those that are fos-
sil-resource rich. It is clear that the paucity of
the Green Climate Fund is not due to a lack
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of available funds but to a determination by
rich countries to avoid historical and current
climate debt.

Transition?

The Agreement makes a passing mention of
“just transition”, with reference to “workforce”
and the creation of decent work. Again we see
that the COP is so enamoured with dirty energy
or fossil-driven energy forms that it dared not
name fossils or a call for just transition towards
renewable energy. In fact, “renewable energy”
is mentioned only once in the preamble to the
Agreement and in the context of developing
countries. From where did analysts get the idea
that the Agreement has declared the obituary
for fossil fuels?

With 2020 as the pivot year for the vol-
untary emissions reduction, it is clear that
between now and then the remaining atmos-
pheric carbon budget may already have been
taken up. Whether that happens or not, delay-
ing actions until 2020 presents the planet and
all beings on it with a very dire future that many
will not survive. It also breeches the right of
Mother Earth to exist and her right to maintain
her cycles, and it speaks poorly of our under-
standing of intergenerational equity.

In sum, COP21 betrayed the poor, the
vulnerable and all those already suffering the
impacts of climate change. It set the stage for
a climate-changed world, and did little about
averting it.

Nnimmo Bassey is the founder of Health of
Mother Earth Foundation and Board Chair of
Global Greengrants Fund.
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Oscar Lopez Rivera,

Puerto Rican Political Prisoner
Urge President Obama to Pardon Oscar

Steven Katsineris

“I don’t have any blood on my hands. I
haven’t victimised anyone. And I’ve devot-
ed most of my life serving a just and noble
cause and struggling to help make this
world a better and more just one,” Oscar
Lopez Rivera, in a February 2011 letter.

For over 32 years Puerto Rican political
prisoner Oscar Lopez Rivera has been impris-
oned in the United States for his activities in
support of freedom and independence for his
country, the island of Puerto Rico.

Oscar Lopez Rivera was arrested on May
29, 1981 and accused of seditious conspiracy.
He was later sentenced to 70 years in prison.
He has now served 33 years in prison, 12 and
a half years of that in total isolation. These
harsh conditions did not break Oscar’s spirit,
which they were seemingly intended to do. He
remains a strong and principled man despite
his long ordeal. But despite the lengthy time
served Oscar still remains in prison.

Oscar was not accused or convicted of
causing injury or taking life. During his presi-
dency President Clinton stated that Oscar
Lopez Rivera’s sentence was dispropor-
tionately lengthy and that Oscar should be
released in September of 2009. Oscar’s co-
defendants were released as a result of the
1999 Clinton clemency and are now produc-
tive, law-abiding citizens, fully integrated into
civil society. The other of Oscar’s remaining
co-defendants, Puerto Rican political prisoner
Carlos Alberto Torres was released in July
2010.

Oscar has the support of a broad section
of Puerto Rico’s civil society, as well as the
Puerto Rican and Latino communities across
the USA. The decision to keep him in prison
ignores the express will of the Puerto Rican
people and those who believe in justice and
human rights, including the tens of thousands
of voices supporting his immediate release.

Among these many ignored voices are,
the Puerto Rican Governor, members of

legislatures of the United States Congress;
the state legislatures of New York, Illinois,
Ohio and Pennsylvania; the city councils and
county boards of many locales in the US and
Puerto Rico; the mayors of many towns in the
US and Puerto Rico.

Also the Association of Mayors of Puerto
Rico; bar associations including the Puerto
Rico Bar Association, the National Lawyers
Guild and the American Association of Jurists;
clergy and religious organisations, including
the Ecumenical Coalition representing every
religious denomination in Puerto Rico; human
rights advocates, academics, students, artists,
community organisations and workers.

The United States government consist-
ently demands that other governments, in
order to establish their democratic credentials,
release political prisoners in their custody.
The US’s conduct is totally inconsistent with
what the US demands of other governments.
The White House has recently proposed
to initiate a process to resolve the status of

Puerto Rico. A true process of self-determina-
tion under international law should be accom-
panied by the goodwill gesture of releasing
of political prisoners. This is an essential step
towards a positive resolution to the Puerto
Rican situation.

Together we can make a difference to
ending this gross injustice. Help publicise this
worthy cause and support the ongoing inter-
national campaign demanding the release of
Oscar Lopez Rivera. We need everyone to
continue to write letters, post on your web-
sites, Facebook and tweet. We need to con-
tinue to apply the pressure. We can make a
difference and your calls and letters will have
an impact. Please act to help Oscar. Request
that President Obama grant Oscar clemency
and pardon him.

“His sentence, far too excessive, violates
the most elemental principles of humanity,
sensitivity and justice.” Puerto Rican Gover-
nor and Attorney Alejandro Padilla. October
2014. &
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Flint water protest

Patrick J Foote

LANSING, Michigan: A fresh
layer of snow greeted residents
of Flint as they stepped off their
chartered buses in downtown
Lansing. They were heading to the
Capitol building where Governor
Rick Snyder was T-minus two
hours from delivering his state
of the state address. They were
determined to have their voices
heard: The state of the state is not
strong.

In 2012 Snyder signed Public
Act 436, essentially removing Flint’s
democratically elected government
and replacing it with a dictatorial
state-controlled “emergency man-
ager”. Snyder’s hand-picked dictator
had the power to make life or death
decisions, a power he would eventu-
ally use to come down on the side
of death.

(In addition to the lead poison-
ing of the city, at least a dozen deaths
have been attributed to related bac-
teriological poisoning from the pol-
luted Flint River water.)

Flint’s “emergency manager”
Darnell Earley had ruled that the
people of Flint should drink the water
of the polluted Flint River rather than
continuing to drink the water of Lake
Huron that had been pumped into
their city by way of Detroit.

He forced the population to drink
the poisoned water because, he said,
it would save the city of Flint US$5
million over two years. The mass
lead poisoning of a city and the death
that have followed are part of a story
now known around the world.

Jessica Owens was born in Flint
and she rode on a bus with hundreds
of others from Flint to Lansing. She
is a mother of an eight-year-old boy,
one of the 8,000 children in the city
of Flint whose futures are now uncer-
tain. She showed me a baby bottle
filled with frozen water from her tap.
On the bottom was an aggregation of
brown material.

“This came from my tap, and my
water tested at an 11,” she told me.
That’s 11 parts per billion. The EPA
says that homes with lead levels at
15ppb are at “high risk” and any-
thing above 5 ppb is of concern.

“I’m too nervous to even bathe
him,” she said. “Is he going to have
problems? I’m in the process of get-
ting his blood re-tested. The last one
came back ata 3.”

The lead concentration in her
son’s blood, she said, was lower than
some of the other tests she had seen.
Doctors have indicated, however,
that test results today may not indi-
cate anything about lead poisoning
that may have occurred months ago,
and that any lead in the blood, espe-
cially the blood of a child, is cause
for concern. The half-life of the ele-
ment lead causes it to dissipate quick-
ly but the damage it does to human
minds is permanent and irreversible.

Owens says the whole adminis-
tration is to blame, from Snyder on
down.

“With his pen stroke, with the
emergency manager law, he poi-
soned 100,000 people. I hold all of
them accountable. This is what hap-
pens when profits take precedence
over people.”

The trip from Flint to Lansing
took an hour. The bus was filled with
people desperate to have their voices
heard. Some had taken time off from
work, and many were retired. Even
though there was a heavy union pres-
ence at the capitol building protest
(the UAW’s famous sit down strikes
took place in Flint 80 years ago), the
majority of people I spoke to on the
bus were new to activism.

““We want water,
shut it down”

The first stop after getting off the
buses was a rally at a space across
from the Capitol where several public
figures spoke passionately about the
crisis. Vice president of the UAW,
Cindy Estrada, was on hand to call
out the governor, saying:

“What I don’t understand is
how this governor can make a com-
ment on Twitter saying that people
are ‘politicising’ this issue. Our kids
are being poisoned because they’re
not paying attention; they only pay
attention to cutting costs instead of
looking out for our children and our
elders. I say this is a political issue.”

Former Congressman and Rick
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Snyder’s 2014 Democratic challeng-
er for the governorship, Mark Schau-
er, said, “Governor Snyder, your
administration owns this man-made
disaster.” Shouts from the crowd
proclaimed verdicts of “guilty” and
“criminal.”

After Schauer’s speech, order
was politely set aside and those who
had been gathered around to listen
to speakers joined the rest of their
brothers and sisters who had already
staked out spots on the Capitol steps.

The people gathered at the foot
of the Capitol and slowly, cautiously
moved their way up the steps with
the UAW, the Teamsters, and Black
Lives Matter leading the way. Even-
tually, they got right up to the doors
of the building and chanted. Police
stood just on the other side behind
windows, their eyes averted.

As the sun set and the governor’s
state of the state speech grew nearer,
groups of protestors split off from the
crowd at the front to attempt to find
alternative ways into the building.
At one point, every entrance to the
Michigan Capitol had a group of at

least 30 people singing and chanting,
demanding to be let into the building
where their elected leaders meet.

Once the Governor’s speech
began, those familiar with the layout
of the Capitol led those who were not
as familiar to spots they considered
most likely to allow for their message
to be heard inside the chamber. They
did a good job. If you listen carefully
to the televised speech you can hear
the cry of the crowds.

Sorry, not sorry?

As for the speech itself, Gover-
nor Snyder seemed to take a modi-
cum of responsibility saying that he
would release all his emails having to
do with the water crisis in Flint. That
being said, he managed to spread the
blame around in a conspicuously ide-
ological way.

“Government failed you — feder-
al, state, and local leaders — by break-
ing the trust you put in us. I’'m sorry
most of all that I let you down.”

Critics have called into question
two-thirds of that statement saying
that Snyder’s emergency managers

make local leaders powerless and
that it took Snyder three months to
seek federal assistance, only securing
it a week before the speech.

The governor announced plans to
release all emails having to do with
the Flint water crisis from 2014 and
2015. No word about the emails from
2013, the year the emergency manag-
er was installed, the year democracy
was destroyed in Flint.

Nayyiraa Shariff, with the Flint
Democracy Defence League and the
Coalition for Clean Water was less
than impressed with the governor’s
moves.

“How he’s handling this emer-
gency is piss-poor. He’s rationing
out water that people have to ‘show
their papers’ for, people without state
ID have to wait. Right now we have
people who still need water, we have
to replace our infrastructure, and we
really have to repeal Public Act 436
because that created the Flint water
crisis in the first place.”

As she spoke the water in Flint is
still not safe to drink.

People’s World &

Con-trick over

Luke James

BRITAIN: Tory ministers plan
to spend £5 million of taxpayers’
cash on a propaganda campaign
to promote their so-called “nation-
al living wage,” the Morning Star
can reveal.

The vast sum is to be spent on
advertising the Chancellor’s pay
“con-trick” across Britain before
its implementation on April 1. The
government insists it’s necessary to
inform workers of the scheme, but
Labour has accused ministers of
“false advertising” that risks damag-
ing the real living wage campaign.

Chancellor George Osborne
triumphantly announced the new
compulsory “national living wage”
as the centrepiece of his summer
budget.

But at £7.20(A$14.50), itis a
full £1 below the real rate needed to
live calculated by the Living Wage
Foundation, and effectively just a
higher minimum wage.

The policy was dubbed a “beau-
tifully crafted con-trick” by GMB

general secretary Paul Kenny. And
Living Wage Foundation director
Rhys Moore concluded: “This is
effectively a higher national mini-
mum wage and not a living wage.”

Now the government has allo-
cated a bumper £4,950,000 (A$10m)
budget to an advemsmg campaign
designed to convince the public oth-
erwise. The vast sum to be spent
on promoting the “national living
wage” was signed off last Septem-
ber by Tory Business Minister Nick
Boles.

But it has only been publicly
disclosed this week in data released
by the Department for Business,
Innovation and Skills (BIS). In a
section setting out the “basis for
expenditure approval,” the docu-
ment states: “This is a PM priority
campaign that has been commis-
sioned by Number 10.

“In the summer Budget, the
Chancellor announced the intro-
duction of the national living wage
for every UK worker, 25 years old
or over, currently on the national
minimum wage. It is one of the

pay

government’s flagship policies to
help achieve a higher-wage, lower-
welfare economy by 2020.”

The government insisted the
bumper budget was needed to ensure
that information about the pay rise
reaches “those who need it most.”

A BIS spokesman said: “The
government’s new national living
wage is a step up for working
people, so it is important work-
ers know their rights.” But shadow
Cabinet Office minister Ian Lavery
believes ministers are using public
money for a thinly veiled party
political campaign.

“These figures really add insult
to injury,” the chairman of Labour’s
trade union group told the Morn-
ing Star. “The Tory definition of a
living wage is a million miles away
from the amount recognised by the
Living Wage Foundation.

“So as well as duping the
nation, the Tories are damaging a
credible and crucial campaign. This
is the same old Tories — out of touch
and out of line.”

Morning Star &
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knives

Budour Youssef Hassan

When the “intifada of the knives”
set off in October last year, West-
ern reporters flooded into Jerusa-
lem to cover the new “escalation,”
interview people from “both sides
of the conflict” and raise several
variations of the old question:
“Is this the beginning of a third
intifada?”

Inevitably, once the journalists
left a massive crackdown signifi-
cantly reduced the number of deadly
attacks against Israelis in the city. It
is an all too familiar pattern for Pal-
estinians, who know by now that
it’s only “escalation” when there are
dead or wounded Israelis. Deaths,
injuries, arrests and home demoli-
tions inflicted on Palestinians by
Israel are deemed business as usual,
not worthy of further inquiry.

The daily acts of collective pun-
ishment suffered by Palestinians
in Jerusalem and their slow ethnic
cleansing are too routine to be con-
sidered newsworthy.

The temporary checkpoints, clo-
sures and concrete blocks imposed
during the crackdown may have gone
and the numbers of Israeli troops on
the streets may have been reduced.
Yet the Israeli repression — and Pal-
estinian resistance — remains.

Holding the dead
hostage

One of Israel’s most troubling
tactics is its withholding the bodies
of slain Palestinians. In mid-October
the Israeli security cabinet endorsed
several measures to quell the unrest.
One involved reviving a decades-
long policy of withholding the bodies
of Palestinians accused of carrying
out attacks.

Since then, more than 80 bodies
have been withheld. Israel began
gradually releasing the bodies in late
December after weeks of mass pro-
tests, most notably in Hebron, but
the bodies of 10 Palestinian Jerusa-
lemites remain in Israeli morgues.

The families of Bahaa Alayan,
Thaer Abu Ghazaleh, Hassan
Manasra, Alaa Abu Jamal, Ahmad
Abu Shaaban, Mutaz Uweisat,
Omar Iskafi, Abd al-Mohsen
Hassouna, Musab al-Ghazali and
Muhammad Nimer are still battling
for the right to lay their children to
rest.

Exploiting the geographic and
political isolation of Palestinians in
Jerusalem, Israel has attached repres-
sive conditions to the release of the
bodies. Their families must bury
them on the opposite side of the wall
Israel has built around the city, limit

International
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An interfaith prayer vigil in Jerusalem.

the number of mourners present at
burial, bury the dead only at certain
late hours and pay a surety in lieu of
those conditions.

International apathy

Bahaa Alayan’s father Muham-
mad has led the popular cam-
paign in Jerusalem protesting these
measures.

“We are being deprived of our
right to mourn and Israel is using the
dead bodies of our children to break
us,” Alayan told The Electronic Inti-
fada. “Yet the issue is not receiving a
fraction of the coverage and attention
it deserves.”

The 60-year-old lawyer believes
that the families of Jerusalem’s mar-
tyrs have been completely aban-
doned by the Palestinian Authority.
He struggles to understand the apathy
of the Western media.

None of the Western journalists
who had approached him following
his son’s killing to ask why such a
bright young man should carry out a
knife attack have bothered to come
back and ask about Bahaa’s body,
Muhammad said.

Had they done so, they would
have found the Alayans sleeping in
a makeshift tent next to the rubble
of their house. The Alayan home is
one of several demolished by Israel
in retaliation for individual attacks.
The policy of punitive home demoli-
tions was also contained in the pack-
age of measures approved by Israel’s
security cabinet in October and has
been endorsed by Israel’s high court.

Pushed to mobilise

The policies to withhold bodies
of alleged attackers and demolish
their families’ homes constitute some
of the most egregious human rights
violations against Palestinians in
Jerusalem. But they have also pushed
the community to mobilise.

On December 1, youth held a
concert at the Palestinian National
Theatre — also known as El-Hakawati
— in support of parents with children
in prison and those waiting for the
release of their children’s bodies.
The theatre’s largest hall was filled
to capacity; revenues were allocated
to home reconstruction.

The communal solidarity organ-
ised by residents in Jerusalem’s
Shuafat refugee camp following
the destruction of Ibrahim Akari’s
home was replicated throughout the
West Bank, notably in Ramallah and
Nablus.

There has been direct action, too.
Inspired by Bahaa Alayan’s idea of
forming a reading human chain back
in March 2014, Palestinians did just
that on December 26. The chain

encircled the walls of Jerusalem’s
Old City, with participants demand-
ing the return of martyrs’ bodies
before the peaceful protest was vio-
lently dispersed by Israeli forces.

Mobilising mass protests in the
face of Israel’s extreme repression
has become even harder for Pales-
tinians in Jerusalem since Octo-
ber. Israel has deliberately targeted
leading activists in the city by jail-
ing them, putting them under house
arrest, threatening arrest, or handing
down orders to expel them from the
city.

These measures did not stop
Hijazi Abu Sbeih and Samer Abu
Eisheh from setting up a protest tent
in the yard of the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross building in
Jerusalem’s Sheikh Jarrah neighbour-
hood. While the tent was initially
erected to provide the two with shel-
ter when they rejected Israel’s order
to banish them from Jerusalem, it
was soon transformed into a vibrant
space of civil disobedience.

Moment of freedom

For nearly two weeks, the tent
brimmed with energy and revolution-
ary spirit free of factional divisions.
Concerts were held there along with
public lectures and discussions.

More than providing support for
the two protesters, those who attend-
ed were imbued with a rare sense of
genuine, if short-lived, freedom. Here
they were able to sing, raise their
voices against Israeli oppression,
chant “I am not leaving,” immerse
themselves in debate and organise.

Palestinians are often asked
about the alternative to their corrupt
and failed leadership. Those who vis-
ited the tent could get a glimpse of
what that could like.

On January 6, both Abu Eisheh
and Abu Sbeih were arrested by spe-
cial Israeli police units on the Red
Cross premises. The two have been
charged with defying military orders
and inciting violence via Facebook,
Abu Eisheh’s lawyer, Mahmoud
Hassan, told The Electronic Intifada.

The protest tent, and Israel’s
arrest raid there, did not capture the
attention of international journalists,
even though these non-violent forms
of resistance and Israel’s crackdown
on them are at the heart of Jerusa-
lem’s story.

One cannot yet speak of an
organised mass movement among
Palestinians, but this current upris-
ing has much more to it than knife
attacks waged by individuals. And
Israel’s repression goes far beyond
bullets and checkpoints.

The Electronic Intifada &

Region Briefs

The Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV) successfully con-
cluded its eight-day 12th National Congress. The Congress
reviewed and passed important political and economic reports.
It also elected 200 Central Committee members. The first
Plenum of the Congress elected the General Secretary, 19 polit-
buro members, 21 Inspection Commission members and its
Chief, and the three-member Secretariat. Nguyen Phu Trong
was re-elected as the General Secretary of the CPV. He
thanked the delegates of the Congress for putting their trust
in him and noted that Congress showed the spirit of solidar-
ity, democracy, discipline and renovation. Standard Chartered
Global Research expects Vietnam's GDP growth in 2016
will reach 6.9 percent, 0.3 percent higher than that in 2015.

China’s Presidential special envoy, Song Tao, who is also
the Head of the International Department of the Communist
Party of China, recently visited Laos. Song received a warm
welcome from and had working-level meetings with newly elect-
ed Lao People’s Revolutionary Party’'s (LPRP) top leaders.
Song conveyed the President’s greetings and best wishes to
Choummaly Sayasone, the new General Secretary of the LPRP,
expressing appreciation of Choummaly’s contribution to the
two countries’ friendship. China hoped to deepen its com-
prehensive strategic and cooperative partnership with Laos.

A group of women from the Philippines gathered outside the
presidential palace, protesting against the country’s policy of par-
ticipating in the US and Japanese military alliance. Protestors
argued that women in the Philippines could become the new
generation of comfort women used as sex salves if the coun-
try joined the US and Japanese military alliance. The Philippines
in recent years has strived to strengthen military ties with the US
and Japan, allowing the US military forces to reopen bases in the
country and holding more military exercises with the two countries.

in a protest action, over 200 Pakistani students and teach-
ers from the Bacha Khan University in the country’s northwest
left classrooms empty on the opening day. They condemned
the Taliban militants who gunned down over 20 people in an
attack at their campus the previous week, and they demand-
ed the government ensure campus security, shouting “you must
protect us”. A teacher said that many students were not on cam-
pus as they were concerned about their personal security.

China’s State Council and the Chinese Communist Party issued a
document, giving more support to workers living in rural areas and
rural workers working in cities. The government will provide more
training to the workers (especially female workers) and help them
to start businesses in their hometown, encouraging them to build
a better economy and services in rural areas. The government will
give rural workers who move to work in cities full urban residen-
tial status, helping them with free education and housing benefits.
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Demeans us
as a nation

Thank you Robert Manne for
the recent very perceptive, wise
and sensitive opinion pieces (The
Age newspaper and the Monthly
magazine). Indeed the refugee

boat crisis is over now and there
is no logical reason to keep these
people seeking asylum imprisoned
in such dire conditions anymore.
Many of these people have fled
horrible situations and instead of
helping them heal, our government
has held them locked up and caused
more misery and torment. The ter-
rible effects on the health of these
already fragile people and the great
financial cost of keeping them in
prison are deplorable and unjust.
These people and their skills
will have tremendous worth to this
country and we should be positive-
ly utilising those, allowing them to
contribute, instead of inflicting even
more harm on them. Like all of us,
these fellow human beings want a
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safe, peaceful place for their fami-
lies to live and decent shelter, food
and work.

I hope our politicians will listen
to Robert Manne’s and others’ com-
passionate pleas for common sense to
prevail and we can very soon see an
end to offshore detention and these
long suffering people, released to live
the productive and happy lives they
deserve to have.

Apart from anything else their
present plight on these island camps
should disturb us, as it demeans us as
a people and nation. Robert Manne’s
heartfelt words should make us look
at this issue more deeply and with
more empathy and kindness.

Steven Katsineris,
Vic

Defend hard won
gains

Who gives anyone the right to
decide what rate of pay we should
have when 99% of the companies,
departments and government
agencies do not work on week-
ends, after hours or any other
time that is required of 99% of
the workers.

We as workers require this incen-
tive to work the hours you require so
you may go out and enjoy yourselves.

Not happy? Then let the bosses
work the hours we do for the pay-
ment that they want to pay us and see
how they get along. I know men who
currently often work from 11pm to
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8am-10am. Let’s see a boss do this
for a small sum of money and lose
the sleep that we do.

Without the Award Rate of pay,
I and my family along with other
working families would be out on the
street with nothing as most of us are
still paying off a mortgage. During
the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s the
unions fought very hard for what we
have now; even back then the bosses
were crying poor.

Just remember that sleep depri-
vation is a medical problem which
affects most workers who have to
operate during these inequitable
hours.

Russell Mitchell
Tasmania

Cul

by
Rob Go

This country once had lots of government
enterprises. Everything from the electronics
industry to the construction of locos and
rolling stock, to oil refining (even petrol
retailing) and production of basic building
materials, was the stock in trade of federal
or state government enterprises. Along with
public transport, interstate airlines and (for
a short time, until Liberal Party politicians
got their mates in government to kill it)
our own tourist industry company (the too
successful AAT).

By successfully competing with the private
entrepreneurs, these government enterprises
forced them to keep their prices down. They
are always trumpeting about the superior ben-
efits of “competition”, but in reality bourgeois
business types much prefer to avoid real com-
petition, substituting gentlemen’s agreements
on keeping prices above certain levels so as to
ensure all the big companies can make a profit.
(For all their talk about small businesses being
the “backbone of the economy”, big companies
are not the least bit interested in keeping small
businesses afloat, which is one reason 60% of
them fail in their first year).

Once upon a time, not all that long ago,
private businesses were able to make a profit
while sharing the market with government
enterprises. In fact, for much of the first cen-
tury or so of capitalism it depended on invest-
ment from governments to provide necessary
infrastructure. Private freight companies
might make money, but not if they had to build
and maintain the actual railways themselves.
All the public transport operations in NSW

started out as private enterprises that eventu-
ally had to be taken over by the government
to stop them going under.

More recently, capitalist greed and the
shrinking opportunities for making a profit have
combined to leave “free enterprise” operators
scrambling for the chance to take over the busi-
ness of all surviving public enterprises. When
they were publicly owned and run these were
enterprises that were mainly concerned with
providing a public service. Now that they are
privately operated, their main — in fact their sole
— purpose is to make profits. If they fail to do
so, they cut out services, raise prices, or close
the service down altogether.

That’s one of the benefits of the free enter-
prise system: you only have to pay lip service to
the wishes or needs of the community.

One of the areas of public service that capi-
talism seized on as a good money spinner has
been education, especially pre-school and terti-
ary education. In NSW the government has shut
down a lot of highly regarded TAFE courses
and replaced them with a myriad of courses
offered by privately-operated, for profit “col-
leges” whose only qualifications seem to be
whatever their owner dreamed up to put on his
letterhead.

Now our highways are littered with bill-
boards shouting “Study Now, Pay Later!”
TAFE of course was free.

However, not content with leaving their
students with a “student loan” debt of $20,000
or even $30,000 for courses, many of their stu-
dents never actually complete, these free enter-
prise education companies also expect to soak

the taxpayer for providing the services the gov-
ernment-run colleges used to supply for free.
Let’s look at how the system works in the USA,
the country most admired by those keen priva-
tisers in our federal government.

I found the following information on an
American investigative blog called Republic
Report which describes itself as “an investiga-
tive news blog dedicated to uncovering the cor-
rupting influence of money in politics”.

According to data from the US Department
of Education, the five major for-profit college
companies received the following largesse in
federal student aid. But it is actually less than
US taxpayers provided in the past year to each
of these colleges — “all of which have been
under investigation in recent years by federal
and state law enforcement agencies for deceiv-
ing their students, lying to government regula-
tors, and other abuses”.

Apollo/University of Phoenix: $1.99 billion
Education Management Corp: $1.47 billion
DeVry: $1.47 billion

Kaplan: $877 million

Career Education Corp: $803 million

On top of that the five companies also
received tens of millions per company in fed-
eral education aid for military service mem-
bers and veterans from the Defence Department
and the Veterans Administration. And if you
think that’s a lot of moolah, consider this: until
a few years ago, all of these for-profit college
companies were in fact receiving much more
in federal aid.

But then the truth about their abusive

practices — leaving students deep in debt
and still unqualified — finally filtered down
to prospective students, and enrolments
plummeted.

“University of Phoenix was until recently
getting as much as $3.7 billion of Americans’
tax dollars in a single year — 4 1/2 times what
the US now proposes to spend to fight global
climate change. Corinthian Colleges, which
recently collapsed under the weight of numer-
ous charges of fraud and abuse, was receiv-
ing as much as $1.4 billion annually, and ITT
Tech, which is facing comparable charges and
is struggling to survive, has been getting as
much as $1.1 billion.

“As a New York Times investigation report-
ed, using Department of Education data ana-
lysed by the Centre for American Progress,
152 for-profit colleges under law enforcement
investigation took about $8.1 billion in federal
student aid last year.

“When you think about all the taxpayer
money going to for-profit colleges that scam
students and taxpayers, the $800 million we
have committed to fight global climate change
starts to look pretty small. And the urgency of
curbing the abuses of predatory for-profit col-
leges comes into sharper focus.”

And that is the model that Turnbull and co
want us to follow! Presumably not for its edu-
cational value, which is scant. Perhaps for its
value as an object lesson in how to make money
if you don’t care who you trample on.

Yes, that would certainly fit in with the con-
cerns of Turnbull and his ilk. &
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Disney oulsources

ORLANDO, Florida: The out-
sourcing firms that brought in
foreign high-tech workers to
Southern California Edison and
forced SCE workers to train them
— as their replacements — are being
sued for doing that to informa-
tion technology workers at Disney
World in Orlando. And Disney is
being sued, too.

In one of the two complaints,
lawyers for IT engineer Leo Perrero
told the US District Court in Orlan-
do on January 24 that Disney forced
200-300 of its IT engineers to train
their foreign replacements and then
fired him and his colleagues. Perrero
names Disney as a co-defendant in
what is also a racketeering complaint
and seeks class-action status for his
colleagues.

In both California and Florida,
HCL and another outsourcing firm
used the federal H1-B visa program
to bring in workers from overseas,
usually India, forced US high-tech
workers — such as the IBEW mem-
bers — to train them and then fired the
US workers.

After the training, Southern Cali-
fornia Edison and Disney, which had
hired the outsourcing companies,
then hired the H1-B workers for sub-
stantially less than they paid the US
workers. The US workers, including
500 members of Electrical Work-
ers Local 47 at Southern California
Edison, were fired.

The SCE firings drew national

attention and congressional hearings
on corporate abuse of the H1-B visa
system, which lets firms import tens
of thousands of trainees yearly into
the US. High-tech firms in particu-
lar argue they need H1-B imported
trainees to fill vacant positions that
lack qualified US workers.

The H1-B visa law bars firms
from replacing US workers with
imported HI1-B trainees-turned-
workers, unless the firms prove that
US workers are unavailable. The law
also mandates the trainees-turned-
workers must be paid prevailing
wages, not cut rates.

But unions and workers coun-
ter that employers routinely abuse
the system, by lying about the lack
of US workers, bringing in HI1-B
trainees, forcing US workers to train
them, firing the US workers, and then
hiring the trainees to the vacant jobs
— at lower pay.

That’s what happened in Orlan-
do, former IT engineer Perrero said
in his class-action suit filed against
Disney and subcontractor HCL. Per-
rero “and other Disney workers were
told by Disney management they
were being fired on January 30, 2015,
but that they had 90 days to train the
visa-holders as their replacements.
They were told that if they did not
stay and train, they would not get a
bonus and severance.” Most of the
Disney domestic workers “reluctant-
ly accepted” that deal, the suit says.
Fewer than five have gotten jobs
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since and some were blackballed, it
adds.

The whole Orlando sequence is
similar, though not identical, to what
happened to IBEW Local 47 mem-
bers at Southern California Edison.
The uproar over that firing led the
Democratic-run California State
Assembly to pass two bills last year,
by 2-to-1 margins, against H1-B visa
abuse. The California State Senate
may take up that legislation this year.

One California HI-B visa bill
asks the US Congress and the feder-
al Labour Department to investigate

abuse of the visas. The other sets stiff
rules state-regulated utilities, such as
Southern California Edison, must
follow if they want to import and
employ overseas trainees.

Any lawmaker who favours oft-
shoring or “otherwise doing away
with vital internal jobs does not
deserve to be an elected official,”
IBEW Local 47 Business Manager
Patrick Lavin told California state
lawmakers last year.

“The granting of H1-B visa jobs
should never result in creation of a
virtual pipeline for outsourcing US

e

workers’ jobs,” says the first bill,
introduced by State Democratic Rep-
resentative Eduardo Garcia, Imperial
County.

That’s basically what happened
at Disney, Perrero’s suit says.

Perrero “had numerous conversa-
tions with H1-B visa holders whom
he trained, and based on these con-
versations, he knew that Disney
would terminate — and not rehire —
US workers with the job duties taken
over by the HCL H-1B visa holders.”
PAI &

The union alternative
to the Oscars

Bon Mclntosh

LOS ANGELES: Leonardo
DiCaprio and Cate Blanchett
are union members. So are Clare
Danes, Louis CK, and Peter
Dinklage. They were all in Los
Angeles on January 30 as nominees
for their union’s highest honour —
the Screen Actors Guild Awards.

Unlike the better-known Acad-
emy Awards, SAG Awards are
decided exclusively by their fellow
practitioners: All 116,741 members
of SAG-AFTRA get ballots and can
watch the entries online.

The SAG Awards are also
unlike the Oscars in that they are for
film and television, and include cat-
egories that honour outstanding per-
formances by entire casts, not just
individuals.

With a gala dinner, an auc-
tion, and sales of bleacher seats to
the red carpet affair, the event also
raises funds for the SAG-AFTRA

Foundation, which funds a chil-
dren’s literacy program and pro-
vides scholarships and health and
financial aid to members and their
families.

“Yes, it’s glitzy and glamorous,
but really it’s about celebrating our
union,” says SAG-AFTRA national
board member Mary McDonald-
Lewis, a Portland, Oregon, voice
actor and dialect coach.

McDonald-Lewis said she’s
especially excited this year about
the nominations for Trumbo, a true-
to-life film about Hollywood radi-
calism, and for performances in
The Big Short and 99 Homes, both
which are about financial fraud in
the mortgage industry.

Everyone’s heard of the Acad-
emy Awards but few know the anti-
union origins of its sponsor, the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences. Metro-Goldwyn-
Mayer studio boss Louis Mayer
founded The Academy in 1927 to

prevent unionisation in the film
industry.

As an invitation-only profes-
sional organisation, the Academy
was meant to be a more prestigious
alternative to unionisation. With
separate branches for producers,
actors, writers, directors, and tech-
nicians, it would settle workplace
disputes and eliminate the need for
unions and strikes — while remain-
ing controlled by producers.

From 1927 to 1933, the Acade-
my functioned as a company union.
In competition with the Screen
Actors Guild and other unions, it
developed a standard contract cov-
ering terms and conditions of work.

Hollywood unionised anyway
in 1933, and company-controlled
unions were outlawed in 1935. But
the Academy continues on as a way
to promote the film industry. To this
day, its membership is self-select-
ing, and secret.
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We were not put on this
ren

earth to bury our child

Gerry Georgatos

Three young people took their lives within
a fortnight. They knew each other. There
are no words for their loss, no words that
can calm the grief of their families. Their
community despairs. Three funerals in five
days, days shy of Christmas. A 15-year-
old girl, a 17-year-old youth, a 25-year-old
father leaving behind two young children,
they should not have been lost. Suicide
takes more lives than road fatalities. It is a
leading cause of death.

I stood amid the mourning, a community
at perennial loss and amid those whom work in
suicide prevention and postvention and suffer
their own pernicious sense of loss. Three graves
in a row, of young people, this image will never
leave me. We were not put on this earth to bury
our children. But we do.

However we must remain solid, we must
respond, we must make a difference, we must
never degenerate to the belief that it’s all too
hard and that there is little we can do.

For Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander
people the extensiveness of suicide is an abomi-
nation — moral, political and otherwise. If you
are an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander
aged 15 to 35 years of age, nearly one in three
deaths in this age group is a suicide. Why are
so many taking their lives?

Suicide takes more life years than other
leading causes of death. Suicide takes more life
years on average than cancer and heart disease.

In the last couple of years, suicide and sui-
cide prevention have been highlighted and dis-
cussed in the media much more so than ever
before. The ways forward are the imperative
discussion but to understand the ways forward
we must acknowledge the underlying factors.

Nearly 90 percent of Aboriginal and/or
Torres Strait Islander suicides are of people
aged 40 years and less. We need to restore hope.

The deplorable disparity between Abo-
riginal and non-Aboriginal suicides cannot
be radically reduced without addressing the
abominable racialised inequalities. At two of
the three funerals I attended it saddened me to
witness that the large funeral attendances barely
had a non-Aboriginal presence in an other-
wise predominant non-Aboriginal population.
The racial divides were self-evident. With the
racial divide intersect disadvantage, economic
inequalities.

On the edge of this regional town, like so
many other towns, is a shanty precinct. About
100 Aboriginal people, mostly children, live in
the most trying conditions, with no electricity
or water. However the non-Aboriginal popula-
tion lives relatively affluent. The juxtaposition
of grinding poverty alongside affluence tells
the tale of two peoples; two separated peoples.
This played out at two of the funerals I attended
where less than two percent of those present
were non-Aboriginal.

How is it that the local, state and fed-
eral governments can turn a blind eye to this
impoverishment, to this third-world-akin
living in the world’s 12th largest economy,
in one of the world’s wealthiest nations per
capita? Western Australia boasts a place in the
world’s top three regions for highest median
wage. Of all the world’s poor, middle and high
income nations with relatively recent colonial

oppressor histories, Australia has the widest
divide between the descendants of its First Peo-
ples and the rest of the population of all the
measurable indicators; of poverty indicators, of
homelessness, of health quotients, of employ-
ment and education levels, of arrest and jail
rates, of self-harm and suicide rates. Australia
is a high income nation, not one of the world’s
poor nations.

What I saw in this regional town, as I have
seen in so many other communities across this
continent is very little effort expended by local,
state and federal governments to address the
generational poverty. If non-Aboriginal fami-
lies lived in a shanty precinct, well that would
not be allowed. There would be water and
electricity.

In the Kimberley, one in eight of the
region’s Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Island-
ers live in some form of homelessness.

The Kimberley and far north Queensland’s
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander pop-
ulations according to my comparative data
research (of what is available) have the world’s
highest suicide rates. The toll is decimating
communities. The Kimberley will report for
2014 and 2015 higher suicide tolls than in pre-
vious years.

I have visited hundreds of Aboriginal and/
or Torres Strait Islander communities across the
continent and many are corrals of impoverish-
ment. They have been degraded by one gov-
ernment after another, many of them stripped
of what little social infrastructure they once
had. Many of these communities have to beg
for water tanks let alone clean water, for power
lines, for essential services that Australians in
general take for granted. The majority of Abo-
riginal and/or Torres Strait Islander communi-
ties are denied an equivalency of services as
enjoyed by non-Aboriginal communities.

Unless these disparities are addressed we
will be attending many more funerals. The crip-
pling poverty, the hopelessness, anger and dis-
placed anger will continue the narrative. Many
of us do change lives, save lives. I can count
hundreds that I have assisted out of poverty
but in the end the tsunami of poverty-related
issues are flooding us. For every person we
help, there are ten we cannot find the time or
resources to help. Change has to be underwrit-
ten governmentally.

Far too many dish out the self-responsi-
bility mantra, that everyone can take control
of their lives, that they are to blame if they do
not. My colleague and partner, Jennifer Kae-
shagen, who also coordinates the First Nations
Homelessness Project, stated wisely, “They’re
re-traumatised by those kind of messages. It
makes it very difficult to heal and to cope with
their situation when on top of the reality for
them they’re being blamed for that reality.”

The record is not being changed, if only, the
gap is not being closed, if only. The record is
getting worse, the divide widening.

Our parliamentarians should hang their
heads in shame, preferably they should resign
en masse. Their indictors are a quarter of a mil-
lion of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Island-
er peoples who have been denied equality and
who have been dished out chronic disadvan-
tage, with the majority of them in third-world-
akin disadvantage.

Aboriginal and/or Torres Islander youth are

The deplorable disparity between Aboriginal
and non-Aboriginal suicides cannot be
radically reduced without addressing the
abominable racialised inequalities.

at least 26 times more likely to be in juvenile
detention than non-Aboriginal youth. By 2025
this national rate will pass 40 times. From a
racialised lens the juvenile detention rate is the
highest in the world.

There are more than 10,000 Aboriginal
and/or Torres Strait Islander adults in prisons.
That is one in 35 of all Aboriginal and/or Torres
Strait Islander adults jailed. Once again, high-
est in the world.

At least one in ten and up to one in six
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders living
have been to jail. This means between 85,000 to
100,000 Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Island-
ers. Once again the rate is the highest in the
world.

In regards to that mother of all jailers,
Western Australia, one in 13 of the State’s
Aboriginal adult males is in prison. Despite
the structural and institutional racism, the veils
and layers of racism, this is racism — clear as
the light of day.

Western Australia jails its juvenile deten-
tion Aboriginal youth at 53 times the rate of
non-Aboriginal youth. Western Australia, the
nation’s backwater, just refuses to spend on
improving the lives of Aboriginal youth.

Fix the third-world-akin poverty because
for as long as this does not happen then quite
rightly it translates toxically as racism. It hurts
deeply and divides people as it hurt me to see
only a few non-Aboriginal people turn out at
the funerals.

Adelaide based Narrunga Elder, Tauto
Sansbury stated, “Too many of our people are
extremely poor. Native Title has failed us, gov-
ernments have failed us and on top of this we
cop blame.

“If we want a fair and equal society we can
have it tomorrow if today we fix the poverty
without delay. Our youth are entitled to genu-
ine hope.”

As I stood amid the cries, wailing, tears
of so many looking down at the ground, as
I stood on the cemetery grounds watching a
child buried I remembered my good friend
Tauto Sansbury who in the first 13 days of 2012
attended eight funerals of young people. I was
upset with myself that I failed to be elected to
the Australian Senate in 2013 by thereabouts
2,000 votes, where if I had been I could have
made a significant difference. I do my best,
having pushed onto the Australian landscape
national projects to craft systemic changes, to
help as many people improve their lot, to save
as many lives as possible. But though lives will
be saved it is not enough, the real difference
can only be served up by governments. We can
never give up. In several hours I travel home to
spend Christmas Day with my family.

We were not put on this earth to bury our
children.

Suicide should not be a leading cause of
death.

It is plain as the day what we must do and
if we do not then the night will make us pay.
Gerry Georgatos is a suicide prevention
researcher with the Institute of Social Justice
and Human Rights and is also a member of
the Aboriginal and Torres Suicide Prevention
Evaluation Project (UWA). He is part of several
national suicide prevention projects.

Lifeline’s 24-hour hotline, 13 11 14
Crisis Support and Suicide Prevention
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