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Paris climate talks

Titanic siruggle
for world’s future

Peter Mac

In November United Nations delegates
will assemble in Paris to discuss climate
change. In 1997 the Kyoto Protocol, which
stated mandatory targets for developed
nations to reduce their level of greenhouse
gas emissions, was signed and ratified by
representatives of 192 nations.

The Protocol acknowledged that climate
change could only be curbed by wealthy west-
ern nations providing a stated amount of finan-
cial assistance to developing nations to help
them reduce their level of carbon emissions.
However, the US did not sign.

At Copenhagen in 2009 delegates from a
number of developed nations, including the
United States and Australia, claimed the Kyoto
Protocol was due to expire even though it has
no stated time limit.

They demanded that it be replaced by a
totally new document entitled the “Copenha-
gen Accord”, which would slash the assistance
package western nations were obliged to pro-
vide, and place the potentially crippling finan-
cial burden of dealing with climate change on
the shoulders of developing nations.

Not surprisingly, the developing nations
rejected the Copenhagen Accord. The Kyoto
Protocol was saved but the western nations
group refused to acknowledge their continuing
obligations under it. Since then western politi-
cians and the mass media have blamed devel-
oping nations for the disastrous outcome of the
Copenhagen meeting.

New developments

During the last five years the incidence of
extreme weather events, including a four-year
drought in northern Australia, has increased.
In order to avoid a catastrophic 2 degree rise in
average global temperatures, human industry
must cut carbon emissions by 70 percent by
2050.

Scientists are even claiming that the tilt
of the Earth’s axis has altered very slightly
because increased carbon in the atmosphere
from human industry has raised the average
global atmospheric temperature, causing the
melting of 600 billion tonnes of polar ice and a
rise in sea water volume.

A group of nations including the United

Australian farmers

States and China have committed to phasing
out the use of all fossil fuels as an energy source
by 2100. Making such a commitment is easy
with a deadline so far away, but the statement
is nevertheless highly significant because it
admits that phasing out fossil fuels is essential
to curb climate change.

Moreover, the demand for coal is now
declining as a result of growing awareness of
the problem of climate change and public pres-
sure for governments to take effective steps to
mitigate it.

As a developing nation China is not obliged
to reduce its emissions under the Kyoto Pro-
tocol. Its emissions are still rising in absolute
terms, but compared to 2005 levels they have
actually fallen by 30 percent per unit of GDP.

China has committed US$7.7 trillion for
conversion initiatives aimed at producing 20
percent of its power from renewables by 2030.
At that point its carbon emissions will peak
and begin to fall. China’s demand for coal is
decreasing, and some observers claim the peak
will be reached sooner than 2030

The United Sates has pledged to cut emis-
sions by 26 to 28 percent by 2030. Australia
aims to achieve a cut of only 5 percent by 2020,
and has yet to announce a new target.

The internal struggle

At the Paris climate change meeting there
will undoubtedly be a titanic struggle between
delegates who support decisive and effective
action to deal with climate change and those
who are determined to resist it.

That will reflect a struggle between two
major sections of capital, one representing the
tremendously powerful fossil fuel industries,
the other representing the emerging renewable
energy industries and other industries deeply
concerned over climate change.

Nowhere is this contradiction more clearly
seen than in Australia. It remains to be seen
whether the US government will play the same
role in Paris as it did in Copenhagen five years
ago, but it’s certain that the Abbott government
will.

The government’s current strategy is to pay
lip service to curbing climate change, while
taking every action possible to protect the fossil
fuel industries, particularly coal.

After it took office in 2013 the government
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produced its so-called “Direct Action” scheme,
under which high carbon emitting industries
would receive taxpayer-funded payments to cut
their emissions. The government has said it will
fine companies that fail to cooperate, but has
also declared it does not intend the scheme to
be punitive!

It showed no such timidity with organisa-
tions concerned with climate change. It dis-
banded the Climate Commission, which was
thankfully salvaged by a group of concerned
individuals and private organisations. It then
tried to eliminate the Australian Renewable
Energy Agency and the Clean Energy Finance
Corporation (CEFC) but was frustrated by the
Senate.

Nevertheless, its recent success in reduc-
ing the Renewable Energy Target (RET) has
stalled or retarded a number of renewable
energy power generation projects. The CEFC
funded $500 million in the last financial year,
but that figure represented a 45 percent drop in
commitments, predominantly caused by unease
amongst investors over the RET reduction.

Abbott recently described wind towers as
unhealthy, although there’s no scientific evi-
dence to support this notion. The government

China-Australia Free
Trade Agreement

has now ordered CEFC to cease financing wind
farms and small scale (rooftop) solar power
projects, and instead “support innovative and
emerging technology”.

Supporting emerging technology is certain-
ly essential. However, the overriding objective
of CEFC should be to help reduce Australia’s
carbon emission levels as quickly as possible.
That’s what it’s doing now, but abandoning
support for wind and rooftop solar would block
that objective, bringing Australia’s renewable
energy sector, worth an anticipated $8.7 billion
over the next five years, to a grinding halt.

The CEFC previously disobeyed the gov-
ernment’s order to cease operations, arguing
that doing so would break its contractual obli-
gations to its clients and violate its legislative
charter. CEFC is currently taking legal advice
as to whether the same rule would apply to the
order to abandon wind farms and rooftop solar.
It must respond to the government by 24 July.

Whatever happens at the Paris meeting, it
is very clear that the first important step we can
take to help the world meet the challenges of
climate change is to eject the Abbott govern-
ment from office at the earliest opportunity. &
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Racism and cynicism -
a powerful blend

Racist group Reclaim Australia held protests in several cities over
the weekend. The ugly anti-Muslim gatherings were outnumbered
in every case by people at contra-rallies, people concerned at the
obvious growth of intolerance in the community. They’re not the
only ones. Police, including NSW deputy commissioner Nick Kaldas,
are worried about the proliferation of right-wing racist and white
supremacist groups. “I’m loathe to give them any oxygen, but I would
say that there is definitely activity on the right wing, the extreme
right wing of politics, and people who are using events around the
world to create incidents in Australia and New South Wales and in
Sydney,” the deputy commissioner said recently. He has witnessed
an upsurge in racist violence and verbal abuse to a point where he
is worried about social cohesion in the country.

What are the origins of this phenomenon and what is being done
about this threat? The deputy commissioner is on the right track
about incidents taking place overseas and those in Australia seeking
to take advantage of them. But it’s not only the YouTube preachers
of hate, and followers with shaved heads and swastika tattoos who
are involved. In fact, the leadership of this wave of intolerance can
be found at the very “top” of society, including in Australia’s parlia-
ment. And while they might not believe exaggerated “high” terrorism
threat levels for an attack, presumably from Muslim extremists, they
are happy to ride the wave of xenophobia the bi-partisan “national
security” obsession is generating.

While people’s attention is drawn to IS atrocities and stage man-
aged raids on homes in Australia, there has been a sweeping attack
on every Australian’s rights. Their digital communications are un-
der total surveillance. Their citizenship is under threat. Fortunes in
taxpayer dollars are being devoted to tracking down “radicalised
youth”. Attorney-General George Brandis was at his breathless best
in supporting an extra $296 million to go to intelligence agencies to
increase their spying capacity.

“People as young as 14, without criminal records or strong links
to known terror networks, are being groomed online by terrorist
organisations and presenting a new challenge for security and law
enforcement agencies,” the federal A-G said.

Muslim Australians are sick of it. Community leaders have boy-
cotted an annual dinner hosted by the Australian Federal Police to
celebrate the Eid religious festival. A petition signed by 840 people
makes plain their exasperation at government authorities’ determina-
tion to “demonise, marginalise and victimise the Muslim community.”

“I can’t break fast with those who authorise flash bombs to be
used against families,” said Australian Muslim Women’s Association
spokeswoman Silma Ihran.

There is no plan to tackle the growth of anti-Muslim bigotry
in the country. It has been a good cover for the theft of rights that
Australians will need to defend themselves and their livelihoods. It is
a prop for the increasingly irrelevant US alliance and the massively
wasteful military expenditure that commits us to. It keeps us locked
into US war plans, including a confrontation with China. While of-
ficials trot out the usual line about the distinction between Islam as
a religion of peace and Islamic extremism, their plans continue to
take their toll on an entire community.

According to polls, Australians are aware that we are under no
threat of invasion by an external power. However, they have been
stampeded into an utterly disproportionate concern of acts of local
terrorism. The extreme manifestations of this, the growth of right-
wing groups and xenophobic protests, are a completely predictable
consequence.

The cynicism behind the creation of this type of toxic environment
is not something new. Seventy years ago, Nazi Germany’s second in
command was interviewed in captivity by allied authorities. They
asked Hermann Goering how the Hitler regime managed to persuade
an educated population to support total war. His response is worth
noting in today’s Australia. “... the people can always be brought
to the bidding of the leaders. That is easy. All you have to do is tell
them they are being attacked and denounce the pacifists for lack of
patriotism and exposing the country to danger. It works the same
way in any country.”

PRESS FUND

There’s a wonderful double standard operating in Canberra just
now. The government refuses to take any action against speaker
of the Lower House, Bronwyn Bishop, who spent more than
$5,000 of taxpayers’ money on a helicopter ride to a Liberal Party
function, whereas it insisted on prosecution — and persecution —
of former speaker Peter Slipper, who was accused of misspending
a few hundred dollars in travel expenses. In comparison, there’s
no double standard with regard to the Press Fund. We just want
your money! No, seriously, we really depend on your contributions
to help us meet our operating expenses, so please, if you possibly
can, send us a Press Fund contribution for the next issue of the
Guardian. Many thanks to those who contributed this week, as
follows:

D Bastin $100, Harry K $50, Mark Mannion $5, HN $100,
“Round Figure” $15

This week’s total: $270 Progressive total: $4,290

Guardian

Last Friday, July 17 at 5.30pm eight people gathered outside the US Consulate in Sydney’s Martin Place to demand
that the US end its blockade on Cuba: 54 years is enough. Also to stop the $30 million subversion fund against Cuba
and to get out of Guanténamo. We would like to encourage other compafieros fo support and attend the vigils as they
will be on the 17th of every month at 5.30pm. Many passers-by told us there was no blockade, Cuba and USA are
talking ... we need to inform people. Thanks compafieros! and in solidarity, Australia Cuba Friendship Society.

Melbourne o
- Celebrate Cuba’s Revolution [
2. & hear Cuba’s Ambassador to Australia

You are invited to a Sunday afternoon
celebration of Cuba’s national day - ]uly 26 I

Sunday July 26 |
2:00pm - 4:30pm

Melbourne Unitarian Church
110 Grey St East Melbourne o

Delicious refreshments $15 waged / $10 unWaged;

APPEAL - Website and computers

Life would be far simpler and cheaper if it were possible to buy a few computers, some
software and just keep using them. But capitalism is far too cunning to let that happen.
Built in redundancy reigns supreme in the high tech area. The CPA is no different to many
other organisations in that it relies heavily on print technology for producing its material,
including the Guardian and on its website and other social media as a means of communi-
cations and to promote the Party and its policies. The CPA has launched a special appeal
to fund the updating of its website and computer systems. We urge you to dig deep for
your party and for its work for a better world. The Appeal has got off to a great start. Our
warmest thanks to the following for their generous contributions:

Beryl Miller in memory of Alan Miller $500

Sharyne Talbot $100, F $50, J Kiek $10, J $150, P Watson $10, Bob & Joy Brown $500,
K Manski $100, Pablo & Carmen Rosa $20, June Ayres $50, Angelo Attard $100,
Brian Hawke $25, Christine Murray $20, N $200.

Total so far: $1,835.00
I___________________‘I
IWebS|te and Computers Appeal |

| Name/Organisation Phone Contact: |

| Address Contribution: $ |

Cheque/Money Order: make out to “Communist Party of Australia”.

Credit card: sign, give name on card, card number & expiry date: [ Visa [1 Mastercard

l Name on the card Signature: l

| Card Number: Expiry Date: __ _ / |

| [d lagree / 1 | disagree to having my name published in The Guardian. |

Send to: 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW, 2010 or phone it through on: 02 9699 8844

- - - - - - - - ¥

I_Thank you for your support.
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Avustralian farmers
facing multiple threats

Peter Mac

Long ago poet Dorothy Mackellar
wrote about Australia’s “droughts
and flooding rains”, but farm-
ers now face additional threats,
including coal and gas mining in
agricultural areas, and the large-
scale purchase of agricultural land
by overseas interests.

Australia’s weather will also
become extremely unpredictable as
a result of climate change. A report
from the International Commission
on Sustainable Agricultural and Cli-
mate Change claims food production
in Victoria and southern NSW may
benefit in the long term because of
increased rainfall and higher tem-
peratures, but overall production
will fall, particularly in central and
northern Australia because of fre-
quent droughts and heatwaves.

North-west NSW and Western
Queensland are in the fourth year of
drought, and a Melbourne University
study, Appetite for Change, has found
that crops now grown in Northern
Australia will have to be produced
in southern arcas. Nevertheless, the
Abbott government predicts that
northern Australia will become the
“food bowl of Asia”.

Its recently released white paper,
Agricultural Competitiveness, prom-
ises economic benefits for struggling
farmers. However, it fails to deal with
the critical issue of climate change,
and ignores the desperate need for
improved rail freight services.

In the current negotiations over
the proposed Trans Pacific Partner-
ship the government will undoubt-
edly try to gain competitive trade
advantages for Australian agricul-
tural produce, coal and other min-
erals, by trading off manufacturing
tariff protection. That’s what it did
previously when it abandoned auto
industry tariffs altogether to gain
access for Australian beef to Japa-
nese markets.

The tactic is inexcusable because
manufacturing should be developed
in the national interest. In the case
of agricultural produce it’s also
totally unnecessary, because there’s
a tremendous demand for Australia’s
clean, green and safe produce.

The same can’t be said for coal,
the demand for which is falling, and
which has a grim future because of
international commitments to phase
out fossil fuels this century. The

Abbott government will sacrifice
anything to preserve that market,
even though it’s terminally ill.

Pitiless sky,
pitiless market

Last week Coalition MP Dan
Tehan wrote enthusiastically “the
Agricultural Competitiveness white
paper sets out the plan for Australian
agriculture to flourish in a globalised
world”.

Yet the paper mistakenly assumes
that agricultural production will con-
tinue to increase, and it pays little
attention to climate change, which
threatens global food production,
including within Australia.

Australia’s “pitiless blue sky”
continues to bedevil farmers, with
mortgage foreclosures, evictions and
high rates of suicide in drought-rid-
den areas. Farm debt has risen 300
percent to $60 billion in the last 15
years.

That doesn’t worry big business.
According to the Fairfax press, a
finance specialist recently remarked
with satisfaction: “Though drought
will erode profits in the short term, it
may present good buying opportuni-
ties by forcing distressed properties
onto the market”.

Many farmers have now insured
themselves against debt by leasing
parts of their properties as wind
farms. Yet Abbott, the obsessive
advocate of fossil fuel energy, oppos-
es them, describes them as noisy and
ugly. He also considers them poten-
tially unhealthy, even though scien-
tific studies have disproved this.

Research into agricultural pro-
duction and climate change are
essential, yet the government has cut
funding for scientific research and
eliminated some government agen-
cies that dealt with climate change.
Abbott failed to shut down the Clean
Energy Finance Corporation but he
has now ordered it to cease funding
wind and small-scale solar energy
projects.

The elephant
in the room

On the same day the Abbott gov-
ernment released the white paper it
rubber-stamped the NSW govern-
ment’s approval for construction of
the Shenhua Watermark mine, Aus-
tralia’s biggest open-cut coal mine, in
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the nation’s richest agricultural area,
the legendary black soil Liverpool
plains.

The mine would cover 37 square
kilometres, 1.7 times the size of the
City of Sydney, or 1.1 times the City
of Melbourne. BHP Billiton also
wants to construct a massive new
mine in the region.

The Watermark mine would
extract 10 million tones of coal annu-
ally for 30 years. Coal dust would
pollute the surrounding agricultural
areas, the local ecology would be
destroyed and the landscape could
never be rehabilitated.

However, the mine’s biggest
impact would be on the groundwater
of the great artesian basin which sup-
ports agriculture and grazing across
eastern Australia.

When news of the Watermark
approval broke, Agriculture Minis-
ter Barnaby Joyce wrung his hands,
saying he had done all he could to
stop the proposal, and declaring “the
world has gone mad”. He could have
threatened to lead the National Party
out of the Coalition, but chose not to
rock the boat.

Environment Minister Greg Hunt
claims the approval is subject to “18
of the strictest conditions in Austral-
ian history”. However, strict condi-
tions in other mining projects have all
too frequently been avoided, or found
to be totally inadequate.

Pete’s Corner

Moreover, the impacts of the
Watermark mine on groundwater are
largely unknown. The government
says it would not affect water supply,
but the cotton industry contests that
claim, and Shenhua has admitted the
project would involve “the average
annual relocation of 194 mega litres
of water a year from agricultural pur-
poses to coal mining”.

The government says if anything
went wrong it could stop all mining
activity, but it would be impossible
to rectify groundwater pollution from
the mine.

The state government approval is
also being challenged in court by the
community organisation the Upper
Mooki Landcare Group, because the
crucial definition of floodplain was
altered before the assessment process
commenced. Using the previous defi-
nition it would have been impossible
to justify approving the mine.

Farmers face other problems,
including the maintenance and

Sydney
Celebrate Cuba’s

National Day & its Revolution

Coogee Beach

Sunday July 26 from 12 noon to 3pm

Weather permitting
Look for the Cuban flag

Bring along something Cuban: music, food, stories, photos ...

Contact Maria 0431275434

extension of freight rail services, the
brutal purchasing tactics of super-
markets, the rocketing rate of prime
land purchases by overseas interests,
occupational hazards and the specu-
lative marketing of surface water.

But the biggest long-term threat
will arise from climate change. A
recent international study by Lon-
don’s University College found that
Australia must leave 90 percent of
its coal in the ground to avoid a cata-
strophic two degree rise in average
global temperatures.

The decision to approve the
Watermark mine would jeopardise
Australia’s best agricultural land to
benefit a dying industry. The deci-
sion demonstrates the unwillingness
of the Abbott government to take any
action that would adversely affect the
interests of the fossil fuel industries,
who are the major contributors to
climate change, the biggest single
threat to the Australian farming
industry. &

CPA Port Jackson Branch
invites comrades and friends to join us for our

Tuesday August 4
The public housing crisis

Tuesday August 18

Defending workers’ rights

Tuesday September 1

What’s causing the environmental crisis?

All classes
at 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills
Enquiries:
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CPA policy statement

NO fo
paternalistic

Starting in 2007 with former Lib-
eral Prime Minister John Howard,
the Australian government has
been pushing for constitutional
recognition of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islanders. Both
Labor and Liberal Parties support
recognition.

In May 2015 community support,
both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal,
for a YES vote in a referendum on
recognition had reached 72 percent,
even though the exact proposals to
go to a referendum have not yet been
decided.

While the Communist Party
respects the support for Indigenous
rights that lies behind these commu-
nity views, we ask why we should
trust a recommendation from the
government of a capitalist state inter-
ested not in morality, democracy and
human rights but in controlling land
and resources for profit making.

The US, Canada and New Zea-
land have recognised Indigenous
people in their respective constitu-
tions. However, this has not solved
the problems of their Indigenous
communities — discrimination, pov-
erty, high levels of crime and drug
taking, suicide, incarceration and
more.

Many Aboriginal political activ-
ists and others are questioning the
motives behind the multimillion
dollar Recognise campaign. Signifi-
cantly most of the criticisms come
from seasoned political activists
who have fought decades of broken

promises, wasted funding, spin and
lies.

Ray Jackson, President of the
Indigenous Social Justice Associa-
tion, commented that “the addition
or lack of some ‘secret English’
words adds not one day to our life
expectancy, our rights to our self-
determination, or one footprint of our
ancient lands.”

Noted Indigenous lawyer and
activist Michael Mansell comment-
ed: “Effectively, the expert panel
legitimises the invasion of Aboriginal
lands, with whites having the right
to govern and Aborigines the right to
be governed. The bottom line for the
panel is to promote assimilation.”

Chairman of the Centre of
Indigenous Cultural Policy Bob
Weatherall said that “constitutional
recognition is yet another paternal-
istic government policy. Nothing has
changed. It’s just a new Act and new
provision that’s being imposed on us,
keeping our people down. We’ll still
have the dominant society over the
top of us who make laws and poli-
cies that continue to deprive us of our
basic human rights and fundamental
freedoms.”

Vote NO

Many years ago Charles Perkins
called for a treaty written into the
Constitution which covered issues
of the prior ownership of land, sov-
ereignty, compensation for land lost,
and recognition of the customs, laws,
languages and sacred sites.

THURSDAY 6 AUGUST 2015

Candleltght processian 6pm
El

Walk to puhlic Miedting af 33 Mary Street. Sarry I-Illls 7pm

Organised by the Hi

o

Commitee

www.hiroshimacommittee.org
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The current proposals go
nowhere near this. If the words used
in the proposals were to assist in
achieving these rights for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people, the
Communist Party would advocate a
Yes vote. Until they do, the Com-
munist Party will campaign for a NO
vote in the referendum.

However, a NO vote is not
enough. Most Aboriginal spokespeo-
ple are saying that recognition that
is simply symbolic is not acceptable.
The CPA will also campaign for
Indigenous land rights and sover-
eignty to be recognised.

Land rights

The key to the recognition of
the rights of the Aboriginal people
remains land rights. The Communist
Party insists that the special posi-
tion and inherent rights of the Abo-
rigines and Torres Strait Islanders as
dispossessed, Indigenous minorities
in Australia must be recognised and
that this recognition must be based
above all on the return of Aboriginal
and Islander lands.

The January 2012 recommenda-
tions of a 19 member Gillard gov-
ernment appointed “expert panel”
include a new section 51A which
recognises that Australia was first
occupied by Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples. There is no
constitutional recognition of their
prior ownership of the land.

Inclusion of the notion of occu-
pation of the land in the constitution
now will effectively mean prolonging
the status quo. Correcting the consti-
tution to reflect the real situation as
colonisation (not “settlement”) and
of ownership (not occupation) of the
land will be extremely difficult.

This is hardly surprising. Land
rights are an immediate threat to the
economic interests of major corpora-
tions and also a dagger aimed at the
very heart of capitalism.

Land is a major source of wealth
— its use for sheep, cattle and farm-
ing, the natural resources in and on it
(gold, oil, bauxite, copper, diamonds,
timber and so on), as real estate and
for tourism. All this and more makes
land one of a country’s most valuable
assets.

To return some part of this valu-
able asset to the people as community
property sets a dangerous precedent
for monopoly corporations who are
intent on owning or leasing all the
resources of this country in order to
make the most profit possible.

Aboriginal land is owned com-
munally, by a whole community.
Private ownership for private profit
would no longer be the only way
things are done — there would be an
alternative of collective ownership
for the benefit not of an individual
but of a group.

Sovereignty

The Aboriginal demand for sov-
ereignty is defined in different ways
by different Indigenous groups. In
most cases, however, it approximates
to the Communist Party of Austral-
ia’s Program which gives priority
to winning communal, inalienable
land rights for Aborigines based
upon traditional ownership, religious
association, long occupancy and/or
need. These are rights which must
be returned; they are not gifts to be
bestowed by the dominant society.

Aboriginal land title must include
full rights to minerals and other natu-
ral resources as well as to all sacred
sites, heritage areas and areas of tra-
ditional significance.

Another essential feature is the
establishment of autonomous areas
for communities on the basis of their
communally owned land where they
can develop their own economic,
social and cultural life.

Regional Communal Autono-
mous Areas would be comparable to
the States and have an equivalent rep-
resentation in the Australian Federal
Parliament.

The Aboriginal Provisional Gov-
ernment (APG) describes Aboriginal
sovereignty as:

¢ ... the Aboriginal Provisional
Government wants an Aboriginal
state to be established, with all of
the essential control being vested
back into Aboriginal communities.
The land involved would essentially
be crown land but in addition there
would be some land which would be
needed by the Aboriginal community
other than crown land ...

Melbourne

Greek Resistance Fighter

Guardian
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“The areas would be scattered far
and wide around Australia and would
be the land needed by local Aborigi-
nal communities.

“While some have scoffed at the
peculiar boundaries such a division
of land would create, it is not unusual
in international circles. For example,
the United States is a nation yet is
separated completely from its terri-
tory in Alaska. Its territory in Hawaii
is halfway around the other side of
the world. This has not been seen as
areason to laugh at the jurisdiction of
the United States ...

“The local communities must
have absolute control over their day-
to-day activities and the direction in
which the local Aboriginal communi-
ties are to move ...”

The way forward

The focus must be on national
land rights legislation, ending the NT
intervention, protecting isolated com-
munities, Aboriginal self-determina-
tion and Aboriginal representation in
Parliament.

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia works for unity in action to be
built between Aboriginal, Islander
and non-Indigenous Australians,
stressing that:

“The working class movement
must realise that part of their move-
ment is made up of Aboriginal and
Islander workers and that the national
liberation and working class move-
ments are allied. The revolutionary
and anti-monopoly content of the
land rights campaign is as important
for the white workers as it is for the
Aborigines and Islanders.” (1978
Program)

The non-Indigenous working
people of Australia suffer at the
hands of the same rapacious tran-
snationals and monopolies, the same
political forces which have inflicted
so much injustice on the Aborigi-
nal and Islander people. We have a
common struggle. It’s not a question
of “helping” or “supporting” Abo-
rigines. It’s a matter of solidarity in
the common struggle.

As Karl Marx wrote: “Labour
in the white skin can never be free
while labour in the black skin is in
chains.” &

WORKERS’ RIGHTS CAMPAIGN

Communist Party of Australia with
the support of Friends of KKE, Democritus &

Dinner Dance 2015

FAIR PENSIONS BUILDS A STRONGER SOCIETY
Saturday August 15 at 7:00pm

7 Union Street, Brunswick

D) with “Chris Earthquake” - Entry Fee: $45 per person
Contact: CPA Victoria for Tickets on 9639 1550 or email: cpavic@cpa.org.au
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FTAs not in workers’ interests

CPA Secretariat statement

The Communist Party of Austral-
ia stands with workers and trade
unions in voicing their concern at
aspects of the proposed China-
Australia Free Trade Agree-
ment. The CPA supports the just
demands of workers in Australia
for the protection of local jobs,
rates of pay and conditions and
action in support of those rights.
We also support the right of Aus-
tralian governments to legislate
to protect Australian workers and
the environment without being
sued. The CPA opposes free trade
agreements negotiated in secrecy
that adversely affect local workers
and the environment in the inter-
est of rapacious local and multina-
tional corporations.

Having made this position per-
fectly clear and with protests set to
take place across the country in the
coming days, some background to
the current situation is necessary.

Firstly, workers would be wrong
to hold ill-feeling towards the people

or government of China. While
some publicity material states that
“racism is not welcome” at protests,
other information being circulated
is misleading and encouraging of
xenophobic responses and is being
used to attack China. It is the Abbott
government that must take responsi-
bility for selling out the interests of
Australian workers in the interest of
multinational profits.

Official ACTU statements have
not been helpful: “Chinese compa-
nies will be able to sue Australian
governments if they believe that an
Australian law adversely impacts on
their business. So while Abbott is
trumpeting the benefits of the deal,
the simple truth is it will destroy job
opportunities and we will give up
our right to make laws beneficial for
working people,” says one statement.
The converse is also true, Australian-
based corporations (including US
corporations) will be able to sue the
Chinese government if it attempts to
tighten its regulations.

MUA and
community
rally to defend
seafarers

Unionists and community sup-
porters rallied outside the old
Caltex Refinery at Kurnell in
Sydney and the Caltex Lytton
Refinery in Brisbane on Monday
July 20 to protest Caltex’s atro-
cious treatment of the crew of the
44,000-tonne tanker Alexander
Spirit.

Caltex, 50 percent owned by
global oil major Chevron, intends
to replace the current crew of 36
seafarers, employed under hard
fought for Australian award condi-
tions, with a crew Caltex is likely
to source internationally at poverty
wages of less than $2 an hour.

It intends to do this when the
Bahamas-flagged tanker completes
its upcoming voyage to Singapore.

Caltex chartered the Alexan-
der Spirit for 10 years in 2009, to
service the Australian market from
its Australian refineries, but with
Caltex and other oil companies
gradually closing down their refin-
ing capacity in Australia, Caltex
wants to redeploy the Alexander
Spirit to an international supply
chain.

According to Caltex this now
means the Alexander Spirit is
“competing against every other ship
importing fuel into Australia,” so
the company’s operational arrange-
ments, “including crewing”, must
be “aligned with industry so it is not
at a competitive disadvantage.”

Speaking at the rally, MUA
Sydney Branch secretary Paul
McAleer said Caltex’s com-
plete disregard for the crew was
“sickening”.

“There is absolutely no valid
reason for offshoring these jobs” Mr
McAleer said, “Caltex Australia is

a highly profitable oil company as
was shown in its recent announce-
ment of a $375 million half-year
profit. This kind of bottom-line
chasing, corporate malignance

is unpalatable to the union and I
believe it’s unpalatable to most in
the community who believe in a fair
go”.
Mr McAleer said the MUA
would continue to fight and would
take it straight to Caltex.

“Caltex owes us because we
allow them to profit off our backs,
in return they should be providing
good, long-term jobs to Australia’s
youth,” he told the rally.

In Brisbane, where police
closed down one MUA-community
picket the previous week for block-
ing truck movements in and out
of Caltex’s Lytton refinery, MUA
Queensland Branch secretary Bob
Carnegie told the Monday rally that
Caltex’s malevolence and exploita-
tion would not be tolerated by the
rank-and-file of the union.

“We’re taking the message to
Caltex that we will not abide one
of the most profitable companies in
the country treating its workers with
such contempt,” Mr Carnegie said.

“It’s about time multinationals
listened to the community off which
they so brazenly profiteer. Enough
is enough and the MUA will lead
the charge in fighting this kind of
predatory behaviour.”

The Alexander Spirit is still
currently docked in Devonport, Tas-
mania, where its crew, supported by
a 24-hours a day community picket,
have refused to sail since Caltex
made its announcement on July 3
that this was to be the crew’s last
voyage.

Capitalist globalisation is not an
invention of developing countries
such as China. It has been imposed on
much of the planet by the US and its
allies, including Australia, to advance
US monopoly interests. The process
of trade “liberalisation” in Australia
was begun by the Hawke and Keating
Labor governments and advanced by
every federal government since. The
Chinese didn’t sabotage Australian
manufacturing. Australian govern-
ments and the transnational corpo-
rations that control them did. The
accusation that Chinese companies
are “unfairly subsidised by their gov-
ernment” is a free trader’s criticism
of exchange with China. It is not an
appropriate position for a trade union
organisation. After all, Australian
trade unions have on many occasions
called for government assistance.

The claim that China is “Not
bound by fair labour laws that pro-
vide workers with decent wages and
conditions” is a case of the pot call-
ing the kettle black. Australia doesn’t
have “fair” labour laws. We have a
construction industry Gestapo and a
witch-hunt of a Royal Commission
to prove it. China has good labour
laws but very inadequate means of
enforcement. Corruption is a wide-
spread problem in China, too.

The claim that Chinese compa-
nies are “Able to ignore environmen-
tal standards and regulations” does
not acknowledge Australia’s deplor-
able record. China’s environmental
problems are an immense challenge
to the government of the People’s
Republic of China but its recent
record of major improvement stands
in contrast to the vandalism of the
Abbott government.

That “Chinese companies will be
able to sue Australian governments
if they believe that an Australian law
adversely impacts on their business”
raises an important point. The Trans
Pacific Partnership (TPP) carries an
even bigger threat to Australia in this
regard but, it seems, the possibility
becomes particularly objectionable
when it comes to Chinese companies.
Clauses that allow for the suing of

sovereign governments as a result of
legislation must be struck down and
greater energies devoted to exposing
the TPP. The key characteristics of
recent Free Trade negotiations are
their secrecy and the lack of environ-
mental and labour rights. They do,
however, advance the interests and
profit making of multinational corpo-
rations, in particular US corporations.

The question of a potential attack
on the interests of Australia ignores
the current international situation
in which the US is manoeuvring to
isolate and attack China. Its mili-
tary is conducting a re-focus to the
Indo-Pacific region with the help of
the Australian government. The Aus-
tralian government has provided the
US with extended military facilities
in Darwin, vast expanses of territory
for its training and exercises as well
as other facilities. Australians pay

$87 million a day for the military
including the purchase of massively
destructive war-fighting equipment
with China as the “enemy”. Mean-
while, China has not taken a single
aggressive step against the US or
Australia. These matters should be
kept in mind during upcoming pro-
tests so that we don’t forget who our
real enemies are.

The CPA opposes the adoption
of the China Australia Free Trade
Agreement in its current form, which
includes the totally unacceptable
concept of Investor State Dispute
Settlement (ISDS) that allows for
corporations to sue sovereign states.
The CPA supports the protests taking
place across the country this week
and encourages members and sup-
porters to take other forms of action,
also. @

Greek workers need and

deserve our solidarity
CPA Secretariat statement

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia and all progressive Aus-
tralians have a duty to act in
solidarity with the workers and
other exploited people of Greece.
From the onset of the current
economic crisis, Greek workers
have resisted the destruction of
the remnants of their country’s
independence and defended gains
made through decades of struggle
and sacrifice. The PAME trade
union organisation has been in the
forefront. The will of the Greek
people was expressed clearly in
the referendum of July 5. They
insisted on an end to austerity, an
end to the diktat of the banks and
other transnational corporations
and that the people responsible
for the debt crisis be forced to pay.
Unfortunately for Greece, the
Syriza government, which carried

the hopes of so many Greeks with
its anti-austerity message, has
quickly shown its true ideologi-
cal position. It has caved in to the
threats of the European Union, the
European Central Bank and the
International Monetary Fund and
has gone back on its undertakings
to the people. This betrayal was
predicted by the Communist Party
of Greece, which has maintained

a consistent and correct position
that Greece should exit the EU and
rebuild the economy on the basis of
nationalised industries.

The European Union is not a
gathering of equals. It is dominated
by the bigger economies of Europe,
Germany and France in particular,
and furthers the profit-making inter-
ests of the ruling classes of those
countries. It is no friend of German
or French workers, either. It is the

economic arm of the NATO mili-
tary bloc that has wrought so much
death and destruction on the peoples
of Europe and the Middle East.
Since Greece’s entry into the
EU in 1981, its agriculture and other
industries have been systematically
undermined under the rules of the
EU imposed upon it. It was set up
to fail. Each new “rescue” package
imposes further austerity measures
on the people to line the coffers
of those responsible for the crisis.
Now what little of the country’s
very independence that remains is
for sale to the highest bidder and the
workers are faced with the prospect
of third world pay and conditions.
There can be no question Greek
workers will fight back and, in that
just fight, the hopes and solidarity
of left and progressive Australians
are with them. &
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Dirty tricks and
regime change in Palav

Ed Rampell

On June 30, 1985, 30 years ago, Haruo
Remeliik, the president of anti-nuclear
Palau, had his brains blown out. What — if
anything — did former CIA Director George
HW Bush have to do with this and what
does it say about who the Bushes really are?

Last December, as Jeb Bush prepared for
his presidential bid, reports about his financial
dealings revealed that, according to the Politico
column in the L4 Times: “Bush and his part-
ners also set up two other funds. BH Logistics
raised US$26 million and invested it in Dorian
LPG Ltd, a shipping company incorporated
last year in the Marshall Islands to transport
propane gas.”

While Politico noted that BH Logistics
is involved in the shale oil industry, a more
intriguing point is: Why has Jeb Bush been con-
nected to the remote Republic of the Marshall
Islands, site of numerous post-war US hydro-
gen and atomic bomb tests?

In fact, Bush dynasty involvement in
Micronesia — those Western Pacific Islands
roughly stretching between Hawaii and the
Philippines — dates back to World War II's
Pacific Theatre campaign. It is a sordid saga
of terrorism against peace and eco-activists,
including presidential assassinations, primarily
aimed at destroying Oceania’s 1980s environ-
mental movement, from Moruroa to Auckland
to Koror and beyond.

On July 25, 1944, fighter pilot George
Herbert Walker Bush’s plane sank a Japanese
trawler at Kayangel atoll, the northernmost tip
of what is now the Republic of Palau, in Micro-
nesia. Interestingly, according to a 1993 cover
story in Harper's Magazine, after Bush’s plane
sank the Japanese ship, survivors in two life-
boats were strafed, a violation of international
law. Decades later, when Mark Hertsgaard of
Harpers asked Bush’s Houston office if Bush
had committed this war crime, the response
was: “No comment.” (This story was sup-
pressed until after the 1992 election, although
much was made of Clinton’s draft record. In
the 1991 Gulf War, while George HW Bush
was commander-in-chief, US forces repeatedly
killed Iraqis after they fled and/or surrendered.)

Mysterious connections

From September to November 1944, the
Battle of Peleliu raged in southern Palau,
and was one of the bloodiest conflicts during
WWII’s island hopping campaign, costing the
Marines and Navy 6,526 casualties. As a very
young man, Navy pilot Bush had impressed
upon him the strategic importance and value
of this island chain that stretches across vital
Australia/Japan/Indonesia shipping lanes in the
southwestern Pacific. George HW Bush’s mys-
terious connections to Palau continued while he
was CIA Director, Vice President and President.

After the US conquered Palau, Washing-
ton administered the far-flung archipelago as
part of the United Nations Trust Territory of
the Pacific Islands from 1947 to the 1990s. Fol-
lowing WWII, America agreed to a sacred trust:
to develop Micronesia so it could eventually
exercise a legitimate act of self-determination
via a plebiscite, with voters freely voting on the
islands’ future political status. However, Wash-
ington recognised the military value of this 3
million square mile area stretching between
Hawaii and the Philippines (with Palau as its
southwestern tier), and it became the only Stra-
tegic Trust of the 11 UN trusteeships.

The Defence Department used the Marshall
Islands as a nuclear test site from 1946-1958,
and in the 1970s, as Palau prepared for self-rule,
concerned about nuclear fallout and irradiation,
a super-majority of Palauans passed a nuclear-
free constitution. However, this clashed with
Pentagon policy to neither confirm nor deny
that its crafts are nuclear-powered or -armed,
plus DOD plans to relocate US forward bases
from the Philippines to Micronesia. The con-
flict came to a head while George HW Bush,
veteran of WWII’s Palau campaign, was CIA
Director and in the Executive Branch.
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The not so pacific Pacific

According to Bob Woodward in The Wash-
ington Post, CIA chief GHW Bush presided
over illegal bugging of Micronesian politi-
cal status negotiations in the 1970s, ordered
by Henry Kissinger, carried out by Bush ally
Brent Scowcroft, and aimed at “exerting covert
influence on key elements of the Micronesian
independence movement.” While Vice Presi-
dent, Bush had his long time crony Fred Zeder,
an ex-Pacific fighter pilot and Texas business-
man, appointed the President’s personal repre-
sentative for Micronesian status negotiations
in 1982.

Zeder had been admitted to the Young Pres-
idents’ Organisation in 1960 at the University
of Michigan, where his roommate was Prescott
S Bush Jr, the brother of George Bush Sr. While
he was chairman and CEO of the diversified
manufacturing company Hydrometals Corpo-
ration, Zeder moved the firm from New York
to Dallas in the early 1960s. Zeder was elected
to the City Council in Dallas in 1971 and also
served on the Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Air-
port Board. His business interest in the Pacific
Islands is evinced by the fact that he was chair-
man of the board of Paradise Cruise Corpora-
tion in Hawaii from 1978 to his death in 2004.

Zeder played a role in bankrupting tiny
Palau by supporting IPSECO — an appar-
ent covert action disguised as a power plant,
with generators and a fuel farm far too big
for Palau’s 15,000 people (but large enough
to provide power/fuel for future possible US
military bases). The only way the emerging
nation could pay off its enormous power debt
was by approving a treaty called the Compact
of Free Association. The accord would nullify
Palau’s anti-nuclear constitution — in exchange
for US aid.

Tragic tale

Much was made about “regime change” in
Iraq because of Saddam’s purported weapons
of mass destruction. But scant attention has
been paid to the tragic tale of regime change
in a Pacific Island of 15,000 Indigenous people
who dared oppose U.S. WMDs — and the Bush
connection to Palau. George W Bush may bal-
lyhoo the notion of spreading democracy, but
while his father was in the executive branch,
Palauans were compelled to vote about 15
times in around as many years on self-rule and
their nuclear-free status. Palauans could vote,
but their vote didn’t count unless it favoured
US policy. Palauans had to keep casting their
ballots until Washington attained its desired
result: the rescinding of the anti-nuclear clauses
of Palau’s constitution.

During this display of democracy, Palau
was gripped by a mysterious reign of terror. On
June 30, 1985, President Haruo Remeliik was
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assassinated, which reopened the then-dead-
locked treaty negotiations. Shortly after the
liquidation, then-Vice President Bush person-
ally flew to Saipan, where the Trust Territory
administration was headquartered, to reopen
stalled negotiations, and struck a new deal.

However, anti-nuclear activists defeated the
treaty in court, where the Palau High Court ruled
that a 75 percent vote in favour of a proposed
Compact of Free Association was required in
order to override the tiny nation’s anti-nuclear
laws. In 1987, terrorists firebombed and shot
Pacific pacifists, and besieged Palau’s congress.
A US Congressional General Accounting Office
investigation found a US$2 million US-derived
slush fund that financed political violence. In
1988, Palau’s second elected president, pro-US
puppet Lazarus Salii, also mysteriously had his
head blown off. Although this was officially
declared a suicide, the elimination of Salii —
who was unable to pass the Compact — untied
the Gordian knot that led to the elimination of
Palau’s anti-nuclear clauses.

Other high ranking US officials during
the Reagan-Bush era who had links to Palau
include: Secretary of State George Shultz, who
secured Palauan beachheads as a Marine ser-
geant during WWII. Shultz returned to Palau
in 1986 during the Compact re-negotiation
process. In the late 1970s, Admiral William
Crowe surveyed land in Palau for US bases,
and became CINCPAC (Commander in Chief,
Pacific Command) and Joint Chiefs of Staff
Chairman 1985-1989. President George HW
Bush appointed Brent Scowcroft — who’d
arranged the Kissinger-ordered surveillance
of Micronesian status negotiations — National
Security Adviser.

The Rainbow Warrior

Paris was Washington’s colonial partner in
Oceania, and in the 1960s Moruroa, in French-
occupied Polynesia, became France’s South
Pacific nuclear testing site for atmospheric and
underwater N-blasts. Ten days before French
secret agents bombed the Rainbow Warrior
in antinuclear New Zealand (July 10, 1985),
as Greenpeace prepared to protest France’s
nuclear testing near Tahiti, the first president
of the world’s first national nuclear-free zone
was gunned down. Saboteurs of the Rainbow
Warrior were captured and convicted, and the
implicated chiefs of France’s military and intel-
ligence services resigned. It’s an established
fact that French state terrorism was respon-
sible for the Greenpeace ship bombing. Is it
farfetched to think the assassination of two of
Palau’s presidents and the reign of terror there
constituted American state terrorism?

“Murder Inc”
As former CIA chief, George HW Bush
headed what LBJ called “Murder, Inc,” and, as

mobsters say: “The fish stinks from the head
down.” The Pentagon had motive: relocating
bases from the Philippines (closed after Marcos’
overthrow) to Palau — thwarted by the world’s
first nuclear-free constitution. To find out who
commits a crime, see who benefits from it: The
IPSECO debt and political violence finally
wore Palauans down, and in the 1990s their
anti-nuclear framed rules were defeated. Palau
was, in effect, annexed by Uncle Sam, as was
the rest of Micronesia.

The story of Palau is full of irony and a case
study in US imperial rule and Bush governance.
During the Iraq War, the beaten-into-submis-
sion islands joined the so-called “coalition of
the willing.” Washington claimed it invaded
Iraq and brought about regime change because
of its purported WMDs. On the other hand,
regime change happened in nuclear-free Palau
because it refused to allow actually existing
WMDs to transit its waters and skies or on its
land. The second Bush administration cited
Iraqi ties to Al-Qaeda and international terror-
ism as another (subsequently debunked) ration-
ale for war, but when tiny Palau dared resist
Washington’s will, a real reign of terror was
unleashed on the island nation that included
the mysterious gunshot deaths of its first two
elected presidents. Although Bush II purports
that spreading democracy was another reason
for invading Iraq, Palauans were forced to keep
going to the polls until the outcome of a vote
was finally deemed acceptable to the White
House.

And all this took place while somebody
named George Bush — senior, then junior — was
in the executive branch. Now, another member
of this ruling-class family — which puts the
“nasty” into dynasty — is seeking the White
House. As Jeb Bush’s idiotic Iraq War com-
ments made while he was on the campaign trail
in May indicate, along with his choice of Bush
regime-era advisers, the apple doesn’t fall far
from the foreign policy tree. (As Donald Trump
pithily put it after Jeb’s Iraq blundering: “Is he
intelligent?””) And as Jeb’s business dealings
in the Marshalls reveal, he too has interests in
islands which suffered so much while his father
was CIA chief, vice president and president,
destroying the world’s first national nuclear-
free zone.

Thirty years after the assassination of
Palau’s president (and the bombing of Green-
peace’s Rainbow Warrior), voters need to know
about and take into account the Bushes’ real
role in the Pacific. With another Bush running
for the White House, it’s time for the news
media to get serious and to investigate whether
Bush Sr was involved in Haruo Remeliik’s
assassination — and exactly who the Bushes
really are and how they do business.
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Danger -
Deradicalisation strategy

Michaela Whitton

“A distasteful and dangerous path” was just
one description for PREVENT, the British
government’s new deradicalisation strat-
egy, as speakers from journalism, politics
and education gathered on June 25 at an
event called “PREVENT: tackling extrem-
ism or criminalising dissent?”, organised by
the Palestine Solidarity Campaign.

Held at Amnesty International’s packed
London auditorium, the evening began a proc-
ess of coalition-building, set to challenge the
murky road of new anti-terror tactics in which
Britain seems to be engaged.

PREVENT is a strand of Britain’s
counter-terrorism strategy, which has had
various mutations since the terrorist attacks
in London on July 7, 2005. What’s new is the
statutory duty recently placed on an already
overworked public sector to monitor and
report those suspected of being “drawn into
terrorism”.

Widespread fears include the risk of
institutions being drawn into a tangled web
of vague definitions, in what lawyer Simon
Natas has described as a “huge, ramshackle,
decentralised apparatus”.

Fraught with dangers of over-reporting,
the new doctrine focuses on the prevention of
non-violent extremism which has the clear-as-
mud definition of “vocal or active opposition
to fundamental British values”.

Ironically, the values are listed as democ-
racy, law, individual liberty and mutual
respect, and tolerance of different faiths and
beliefs.

Advocacy group CAGE has said that
“PREVENT has no peer-reviewed evidentiary
basis showing a link between violence and
ideology”, and has produced a phenomenal
report detailing the harrowing on-the-ground
impacts the measure will have.

Raza Nadim, from the Muslim Public
Affairs Committee UK (MPACUK), says:
“we have to look at this in terms of the wider
context. What began as a community-led
project under the Labour government soon
clearly became surveillance. The fact that it
has been made statutory means it has back-
fired spectacularly.”

Giving the example of hundreds of
security cameras installed in Muslim areas
in Birmingham using PREVENT funding,
Raza Nadim is adamant that the strategy fur-
ther alienates Muslims, with more and more
people scared to air legitimate grievances.

Discussing the simplistic conveyor-belt
theory of the non-violent extremist morphing
into the terrorist, and the focus on religious

ideology which ignores wider economic,
political and social factors, Nadim is frank:
“The government talks about Muslims, but
not to them; and Muslims talk about the gov-
ernment, but not to them. We now have the
worst counter-terrorism strategy ever.”

In 2007, a study commissioned by then-
London-mayor Ken Livingstone revealed that
91 percent of Muslim-related articles which
appeared in the British press during any one
week were negative.

Prime Minister David Cameron’s latest
offensive, accusing Muslims of “quietly
condoning” extremist ideology, was quickly
translated by the Daily Mail into “PM: UK
MUSLIMS HELPING JIHADIS” and is just
one example of the ignorance pervading the
current discourse.

The elephant in the room

Describing a generation of Muslims who
have grown up in the wake of the terrible July
7, 2005 bombings, seeing their faith attacked,
Nadim is frank: “Are you surprised they don’t
feel like they have a stake in society? They
feel hated.”

In 2010, former head of British intelli-
gence agency MIS Erica Manningham-Buller
claimed that “our involvement in Iraq, for
want of a better word, radicalised a whole
generation of young people.”

Asked about the elephant in the room,
Nadim reminds me that the perpetrators of the
gruesome July 7 attack and the murder of sol-
dier Lee Rigby in Woolwich in 2013 all cited
British foreign policy.

“When Muslims mention foreign policy,
the government is flippant. They ridicule
our opinions and refuse to discuss it. You
can engage young Muslims and teach them
they can have input and change things. They
need to be talking to Muslims about foreign
policy.”

He continues: “T want to stop terrorism,
but the government doesn’t listen to Muslims
like me. Their way hasn’t worked and more
people have gone abroad [to fight]. Try my
way for a year, talk and listen to them. Deal
with the fact they face islamophobia and
people can’t say the government hates us. You
would see such a change. We’ve lurched so
far down this draconian way, we’re so frac-
tured, can we heal these scars?”

While elements of PREVENT’s frame-
work focus on religious symbolism and ideol-
ogy, concerns are of the potential of stifling
free speech for all.

Could we be saying goodbye to our col-
lective freedom for dissent? Is it the end of
the ability to voice criticisms in public spaces
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or on social media? Will there be a domino
effect in everything from trade unions to
environmental activism? What about public
marches criticising Israel’s violations of
international law, like we saw last year? Are
we saying goodbye to debate and freedom to
test controversial and unpopular opinions in
schools and universities?

What happens in education ripples
through society. Will we all pay the price for
this new legislation?

Having attended two PREVENT training
days, Reverend Stuart Jennings would rather
see the strategy in the hands of the police than
politicians. He describes his duty of care as
Chaplain to two universities.

“All sorts of strange groups come on
campus, targeting disorientated new students.
They may be religious, far-right, or simply
want money and see the campus as a chance
to target vulnerable individuals. They iso-
late them from the societies they’re part of
and it’s up to us to recognise the signs when
people stop taking part in their usual social
interactions.”

Describing the expectation on schools
as “a bit sinister”, he is concerned at link-
ing the monitoring of extremism with child
protection. “When does people discussing
views different to yours become extremism?
It can become a game of Chinese whispers.
In a court of law, this would be thrown out
because it’s not specific enough.”

He adds that he would like to see PRE-
VENT working with interfaith groups in
cities. “It’s a lot harder to be taken in by these
caricatures if you know people and their
families. It has good potential, but it has to be
cooperation and not an implementation.’

Despite a busy Ramadan schedule, Azad

Ali from MEND made time to chat about
PREVENT. Discussing the demonisation

of British Muslims and recent comments of
Scotland Yard commander Mak Chisty, who
suggested shunning Marks and Spencer could
be a sign of radicalisation, Ali made a serious
point: “This is stupidity, but because he’s a
senior police officer people take it on board.”

He added that PREVENT is causing so
much fear and confusion among the Muslim
community that some parents have sought
legal advice.

“On one hand, you have people telling
kids to broaden their horizons and ask ques-
tions. You can imagine what pressure they’re
under; the innocence of a 5-year-old has gone.
They’re between a rock and a hard place.
What kind of people are we creating? Is my
son going to be in trouble for watching Rus-
sell Brand?”

Ali wants to see Muslim children taught
that they belong to society, that it’s their coun-
try and if there’s something they don’t like,
they have the right to question it.

“Foreign policy is a taboo subject. If you
go back in history, sex was taboo in schools.
You know, babies just popped out — now it’s
foreign policy you can’t criticise.”

Asked if there is a way back from this
mess, he was hopeful. “We’re not at a point
of no return. There’s a new generation every
year; the quicker we do it, the less damage we
do to the future.”

Ali added that if children feel they can’t
question things, there’s a likelihood of them
being attracted to groups who will answer
their questions, however badly.
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“You can engage young
Muslims and teach them
they can have input and
change things. They need
to be talking to Muslims

about foreign policy.”

Raza Nadim, from the Muslim Public Affairs Committee UK
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A window to hell Iin

Max Blumenthal

Spending the day of August 17 in
Khuzaa was like peering through
a window to hell. But what we
witnessed in the landscape of
apocalyptic oblivion paled in
comparison to the experience
described to me by two Palestine
Red Crescent volunteers who had
attempted to break through the
Israeli military cordon during the
siege of the town.

Twenty-five-year-old Ahmed
Awad and 24-year-old Ala’a Alku-
sofi arrived at the edge of Khuzaa at
a time when Red Cross ambulance
crews refused to travel anywhere
near the town. They said they had
come to collect the body of a man
whom soldiers had lashed to a tree by
both arms and shot in the leg. When
they arrived at the site, the soldiers
ordered the driver of their ambu-
lance, Muhammed Abadla, to exit the
vehicle. When he obliged, they told
him to walk five metres forward and
switch on a flashlight. As soon as he
flicked the light on, the soldiers shot
him in the chest and killed him.

“It was something I’ll never
forget,” Awad recalled, “seeing a col-
league killed like that in front of me.
I couldn’t believe what I witnessed.”

The two Red Crescent volun-
teers told me they later found a man
in Khuzaa with rigor mortis, holding
both hands over his head in surrender,
his body filled with bullets. Deeper in
the town, they discovered an entire
family so badly decomposed they
had to be shovelled with a bulldozer
into a mass grave. In a field on the
other side of town, Awad and Alku-
sofi found a shell-shocked woman

at least 80 years of age hiding in a
chicken coop. She had taken shelter
there for nine days during the siege,
living off of nothing but chicken feed
and rain water. “She couldn’t believe
it when we found her,” said Alkusofi.
“She was sure she would die with the
chickens.”

Horror stories

In nearly every shattered home I
entered in Khuzaa, on every bomb-
cratered street, in destroyed mosques
and vandalised schools, I heard
horror stories like this. Every resident
I met in this town was touched by
the violence in one way or another.
While visiting the town, I wandered
into the courtyard of a rehabilitation
clinic for women and children afflict-
ed with Continuous Traumatic Stress
Disorder — a condition that affects a
solid majority of youth in Gaza.

Located on a street lined with
four-story apartments pockmarked
with bullets and tank shells, the
school was completely empty, but
the signs of an Israeli presence were
everywhere. As we entered, we found
Stars of David spray painted by sol-
diers across the walls, right below
colourful heart-shaped paper cut-outs
bearing the names of students. In the
closet of an administrative office
that was neatly kept except for a few
scattered papers, [ found a spent M72
Light Anti-Tank Weapon. It was one
of the shoulder-mounted launching
tubes manufactured in Mesa, Arizo-
na, by the Norwegian-owned Nammo
arms corporation. The weapon had
been used by the Israelis to rocket
civilian homes across Gaza’s bound-
ary regions.

In a classroom across the

Swazi human
rights leader

released

Tula Connell

Imprisoned Swazi human rights
leader Mario Masuku and stu-
dent activist Maxwell Dlamini
were granted bail last week by
the Supreme Court of Swaziland,
according to the Trade Union Con-
gress of Swaziland (TUCOSWA).
The two were charged with ter-
rorism and jailed in May 2014 for
slogans they allegedly shouted at a
May Day rally.

Masuku and Dlamini were
awaiting trial, and if found guilty,
each could have faced up to 15
years of hard labour. Masuku, who
became seriously ill in prison, was
twice denied bail, and prison offi-
cials would not allow his doctor to
see him. In a statement, TUCOSWA
praised the release of the two men,
noting, “These are but a few steps,
which though appreciated, must tell
all of us not to lessen our resolve for
change in Swaziland.”

The action follows the acquittal
and release early this month of Thu-
lani Maseko and Bheki Makhubu.
Maseko, a human rights lawyer, and
Makhubu, a newspaper editor, were
arrested in March 2014 for writing
about government corruption and
judicial independence and were
serving two-year prison terms.

TUCOSWA continues to be a
consistent leader in support of union

leaders, journalists and human
rights activists who have been
threatened with violence, arrest and
prosecution for their human rights
advocacy. Swazi police have har-
assed members of TUCOSWA, a
US union umbrella AFL-CIO Soli-
darity Centre ally, breaking up their
union meetings and banning rallies.

In May, an international delega-
tion of union leaders travelled to
Swaziland, calling on the govern-
ment to guarantee the rights of
workers to freely form unions and
exercise freedom of speech and
assembly. Led by Wellington Chi-
bebe, International Trade Union
Confederation (ITUC) deputy
general secretary, and joined by Jos
Williams from the AFL-CIO Met-
ropolitan Washington Council and
Richard Hall from the Solidarity
Centre, the fact-finding group found
that repressive legislation used by
police against union activities had
not been addressed by Parliament,
even as the government continues to
imprison human rights activists for
exercising their right to freedom of
speech.

Just days before the delegation
arrived on May 14, the Swaziland
government announced it had reg-
istered TUCOSWA after a three-
year delay since the federation’s
founding.
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courtyard, sunrays burst through a
gaping hole in the wall about the size
of a 120mm tank shell. They shone
light on a series of colourful posters
decorated with matching ribbons that
contained motivational messages.
They read:

It always seems impossible
until it’s done

Stay alive

Look to the future

No negative thoughts allowed

We wandered around the corner,
past a group of children filling a jug
of water from a truck that replaced the
water tower Israeli forces detonated,
past the giant dome of the Ebad al-
Rahman mosque, which now sat on
a pile of rubble next to the toppled
water tower like the ancient ruins of
some bygone empire. Nearby, we
entered a small courtyard surrounded
by a warren of shattered homes. At
the edge of the yard, a small boy lay
impassively in his bed in a room with
no walls. A ceiling fan that looked as
though it had been melted dangled
above his head. In the centre of the
yard sat a gigantic olive green barrel.
It was a spent Giant Viper round —
one of the C4-packed mine clearing
devices the Israelis fired into the
centre of Khuzaa during the assault
on the town. A hen flapped its wings
next to the barrel and chased after
baby chicks bouncing through the
rubble.

“Where are you from?” an old

Meet with Owen Bennett from Melbourne, the instigator of the AUU
Australian Unemployment Union, & listen 1o Victor

QLlirk* give a brief history of the rise and fall of full employment in Australia and

man called out to me from the road.
He wore large spectacles and a morn-
ing robe, his front pocket stuffed with
paper notepads, various cards and a
glasses holder. He reminded me of
my older Jewish relatives who came
of age before the digital era and
grew accustomed to carrying stacks
of business cards, coupons and hand-
written reminders in their shirt and
coat pockets along with assorted
mints and pens.

“I’'m from America,” I told
the man, readying for an indignant
response.

“Ahhhh, Amreeka,” he grum-
bled. “I want to thank the American
people,” the man continued, advanc-
ing to within two feet of me. “They
are nice people, they give us food
and bread and they give the Israelis
weapons to kill us. They have differ-
ent standards. It would be nice if they
treated us all as humans.”

“We love life”

He introduced himself as Ali
Ahmed Qudeh, the father of Kamal
Qudeh, the doctor who treated
the town’s wounded under heavy
bombardment and in spite of being
injured himself. Like his son, Ali
Ahmed was a supporter of Fatah, the
rivals of Hamas. And like virtually
everyone I met in Gaza, he was an
ardent supporter of the armed resist-
ance of the Qassam Brigades, Hamas’
armed wing. “Our weapons are not
terrorist weapons, our weapons are

[for] self-defence,” he insisted. “Our
weapons are to free our land. We are
dignified people, we love life. We
don’t hate life like they say. But we’ll
die for our land.”

As a group of small children
gathered in the courtyard, Ali Ahmed
detailed to me how many family
members each child lost in the assault
on Khuzaa. Pointing at the little boy
lying in bed, he suggested that the
most devastating consequence of the
war was not the death toll, but the
psychological impact on the young-
est members of his community.

“That kid wants to make an
atomic bomb and obliterate Israel!”
he roared. “Why? Because he saw his
family members die in front of him!
How can you raise kids who want to
make bombs?”’

When I made my way back into
the road, I heard Ali Ahmed call after
me again. He was rushing forward
through the rubble with a tray of
sweets. “I don’t mean to say that all
Americans are bad,” he said, urging
me to take a freshly baked cookie.
“It’s the government that’s the prob-
lem, not the people.”

Just then, an Israeli squadron
of American-made F-16s roared
through the sky. A small girl stand-
ing beside me ducked reflexively
at the sound of the jets, bracing for
another missile strike. The war was
far from over.
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arguing that governments can control unemployment levels and that full employment®

can be re-established with a Job guarantee. Victor will look at the demolition of the
public employment services (CES) and how unemployment statistics are constructed to
understate the extent of the issue, and why vilification of the unemployed is a tactical
necessity in preserving labour underutilisation and why this (under-employment and
unemployment) is preserved. Nick Southall will speak of the previous Unemploy:
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Banker-occupied Greece

Stephen Lendman

It’s all over but the obituary.
Rubber-stamp Greek parliamen-
tarians overwhelmingly approved
transforming the nation into a
banker run colony — by a 229 — 64
vote. Six lawmakers abstained.

Coalition partner Independent
Greeks leader Panos Kammenos and
likeminded party members voted
“yes” after rhetorically rejecting
Troika terms.

The vast majority of bailout
funding goes to pay bankers and
other creditors — nothing for eco-
nomic recovery and growth. The
price is deeper punishing austerity,
greater poverty and unemployment
than already, and far more human
misery ahead with no end in sight.

Only 32 of Syriza’s 149 parlia-
mentarians voted “no” — including
banished Finance Minister Yanis Var-
oufakis, Finance Ministry Secretary
General Manos Manousakis, Energy
Minister Panagiotis Lafanzanis,
Deputy Labour Minister Dimitris
Stratoulis and ousted Speaker Zoe
Konstantopoulou.

She called the bailout proposal
“social genocide”. Other austerity
opponents denounced it as “a new
Versailles Treaty”.

Sovereign Greece no longer
exists. Troika bandits own its soul.
Democracy’s denouement became
official in its birthplace.

Meanwhile, police clashed
violently with thousands of

anti-austerity protesters outside par-
liament demanding promised relief
— social justice, not sellout.

Prime Minister Tsipras rubbed
salt into the wound he inflicted,
saying he “does not believe in (the)
irrational” capitulation plan he
demanded and voted for.

He lied claiming he had no
choice. Terms were forced on him, he
said. Responsible leadership would
have rejected them outright, walked
away and stood tall ahead of being
welcomed home as a national hero
— challenging Troika bandits coura-
geously, saying “no” when it matters
most.

Instead he showed he’s like all
the rest — pledging one thing, doing
another, betraying his constituents
in the process, proving he and like-
minded Syriza officials are pretence
populists, more contemptible than
right-wing austerity supporters.

Judas officials are the most
despised for good reason. They
deserve the harshest condemna-
tion. Syriza and likeminded traitors
agreed to plunge Greece into greater
protracted Depression than already
and all the extreme pain and suffer-
ing along with it — a no-win Faustian
betrayal.

Can Tsipras’ coalition govern-
ment survive the sellout? Will he lose
majority support? Will enough mem-
bers bolt to force snap elections?

Overwhelming parliamentary
support for destructive bailout terms
may save him — including from

nearly 80 percent of Syriza party
members. The faithful were too few
in number to matter.

At the same time, Tsipras’ status
as Greece’s leader is hugely dam-
aged. Whether he’ll stay prime min-
ister remains to be seen — popularly
supported last January, a recognised
Judas after capitulating in Brussels.

The sobering day after offers no
solace — an unsettling aftermath after
a tumultuous evening. Reports sug-
gest opposition Syriza ministers and
other party opponents will be ousted.
Rogue regimes operate this way.
Affected parliamentarians would
have a choice — leave government or
continue in office as independents,
weakening Tsipras’ hold.

He faces a near-impossible task
of selling betrayal to an angry public.
Since sweeping to victory in January
pledging no more austerity, he sys-
tematically breached his promises.

Approving Troika bailout terms
turned Greece into a failed state.
Tsipras lost his most important politi-
cal asset — public trust.

His explanation rings hollow —
claiming he got better terms than
Troika officials demanded, saying
“we will now fight at home to finish
the oligarchy which brought us to this
state.”

Selling out to Troika bandits
shows his rhetoric is meaningless.
Financial tyranny is official state
policy.
globalresearch.ca &

New probe of
Israeli killings
on Mavi Marmara

Ali Abunimah

A panel of judges has ordered the
chief prosecutor of the Interna-
tional Criminal Court (ICC) in
The Hague to review her decision
not to investigate Israel’s lethal
attack on an aid flotilla to Gaza
five years ago.

The judges said that Chief Pros-
ecutor Fatou Bensouda had made
serious errors in an earlier decision
not to pursue the case. In the early
hours of May 31, 2010, Israeli com-
mandos boarded and seized the
boats in international waters in the
eastern Mediterranean.

Israeli forces carried out a par-
ticularly violent armed attack on
the largest vessel, Mavi Marmara,
killing nine persons. A tenth victim
died of his injuries in June 2014.

The victims were all Turkish
citizens. One of them, 18-year-old
Furkan Dogan, was also a US citizen.
But despite this, the Obama adminis-
tration has ignored calls to investigate
his execution-style killing and bring
the Israeli perpetrators to justice.

“Material errors”

In a 2-1 ruling Thursday, the
ICC’s Pre-Trial Chamber I — a panel
of judges with the power to order
investigations — told Chief Prosecu-
tor Bensouda to review her decision
not to proceed with an investigation
into the attack.

In a scathing ruling, the judges
said Bensouda had underestimated
the seriousness and international
significance of the crimes.

According to a press release
from the court, the judges “identi-
fied material errors in the Prosecu-
tor’s assessment of the possibility
to prosecute those persons who
may bear the greatest responsibility
for the identified crimes commit-
ted during the seizure of the Mavi
Marmara, as well as of the scale,
nature, manner of commission and
impact of the potential crimes.”

Bensouda must now review her
decision “as soon as possible.”

The initial request for the ICC
to investigate the massacre was
submitted in 2013 by Comoros,
the Indian Ocean archipelago state
where Mavi Marmara was formally
registered. Bensouda decided not
to proceed with a full investigation
in November 2014.

Last week’s decision came as
a result of an appeal the Comoros
government submitted in Janu-
ary. The ICC also said that it had
received submissions from the
families of the victims.

Israel, predictably, has tried to
change the subject and expressed
rage at even the slightest crack in
the wall of impunity that protects
it.

“At a time when, in Syria,
[President Bashar] Assad slaugh-
ters hundreds of thousands of his
own people, Iran sends hundreds to
death, and Hamas uses children as
human shields in Gaza, the court
has chosen to deal with Israel for
cynical political reasons,” Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu said in reaction to the ruling.

Pursuit of justice

Separately, last month, a Span-
ish judge urged his country’s gov-
ernment to pursue the cases of three
Spanish citizens who were aboard
the Mavi Marmara at the ICC.

Judge Jose de la Mata was
forced to close his investigation due
to laws passed in 2014 limiting the
ability of Spanish magistrates to
pursue international cases. The deci-
sion to pursue the cases is now in
the hands of political authorities at
the justice ministry.

Two Spanish activists and
a journalist who were aboard
the Mavi Marmara have filed
cases against Netanyahu and six
other Israeli ministers accusing
them of illegal arrest, torture and
deportation.

“I will be able to start the trial
again if Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu and Israeli min-
isters set foot on Spanish soil,” the
judge told reporters.

Families of the victims have
initiated their own legal proceed-
ings in Turkey, whose authorities
issued arrest warrants last year for
a number of senior Israeli officers
suspected of involvement in the
killings.

Last month, Israeli commandos
again used violence to comman-
deer the Marianne in international
waters, as the vessel attempted to
break Israel’s ongoing maritime
siege of Gaza.
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Prime Minister Tsipras rubbed salt into the wound he inflicted, saying he “does
not believe in (the) irrationa
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capitulation plan he demanded and voted for.

The Japanese Communist Party (JCP) and the Tokushima
Prefectural Federation of Trade Unions helped international train-
ees succeed in receiving all unpaid wages from a textile factory.
The trainees arrived and started to work in Japan in 2012, only
receiving half of the minimum legal wage. They worked from
7.30am to 11.00pm every day with only two days off a year.
One female trainee said that she appreciated the help from the
trade union and the JCP, after she received her wages. A large
number of Japanese companies exploit foreign workers through
operating an international trainee program. The program was
set up to develop technical skills of workers from developing
countries. Japanese Prime Minister Abe Shinzo recently sub-
mitted a bill to bring more overseas trainees to the country.

China donated and distributed 700 tonnes of rice to the
Palestinians who lately suffered from Israeli offensive actions
in Gaza Strip. Three hundred Palestinians attended a ceremo-
ny and received the aid on site. Chen Xingzhong, Director of the
Chinese Office in Palestine, said that “the aid is to express our
respect to the Palestinian people and we hope this support con-
tributes to the ease of their suffering”. He added that “China
offered all required aid and support to the Palestinians, not only
in development, but also in training, to improve the chances for
the establishment of a Palestinian state”. Director of the Gaza
Red Crescent Society, Younis al-Khatib, said China “have always
supported the Palestinian people, backing their legitimate rights”.

The Vietnam Bank for Social Policy offered more than A$1.1 bil-
lion loans to 1.1 million clients in the first six months of 2015.
The low debt-rate loans helped 660,000 students to con-
tinue their studies, created 162,000 jobs and built 8,000
flood-resistant houses in the Mekong Delta region. The
bank’s outstanding loans increased by around A$291 mil-
lion to around A$6.3 billion in the first half of the year.

The Communist Party of Vietham’s General Secretary, Nguyen
Phu Trong, and Vietnam’s President, Truong Tan Sang, wel-
comed and had meetings with a Chinese delegation led by China’s
Vice Premier and Politburo Standing Committee member, Zhang
Gaoli. The General Secretary valued the comprehensive stra-
tegic cooperative partnership between the two countries, and he
proposed to foster exchanges and cooperation in all fields for the
interest of the two peoples, regional stability and collaboration.

The Communist Party of Russia’s Vice Chairman, Dmitry
Novikov, led a delegation to China and received warm wel-
come from Liu Qibao, head of the Publicity Department
of the Communist Party of China. Liu said that the par-
ty-to-party relations were an important part of the bilateral
relations between China and Russia. He continued that the
Chinese Party would increase cooperation and exchange
with the Russian Party, building long-standing good relations.
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Massive mine
threatens food bowl

A massive Chinese coal mine is
threatening to ruin Australia’s
best farming country. Putting
a huge, dirty coal mine in Aus-
tralia’s food bowl is a dumb, irre-
sponsible idea.

We’re talking about a massive
hole the size of 4620 football fields —
roughly two-thirds the size of Sydney
Harbour.

The Breeza/Liverpool Plains are
Australia’s most fertile country — rich
black soil with reliable underground
water. To the mining companies
however these wonderful assets are
just waste products that hinder their
access to the dirty coal.

Modelling shows that the mine
will damage, if not destroy, the

abundant fresh groundwater that
makes this land so productive.

This mine is a result of some
seriously dodgy decisions from a cor-
rupt government minister approving
the exploration licence, to Minis-
ters/ governments changing regula-
tions in favour of miners over food
producers.

We can mine the land and make
a few quick bucks, or we can leave
it as it is and keep farming for thou-
sands of years. It’s not just about us
either — there’s a big koala popula-
tion and significant Aboriginal sites
under threat.

This mine is a dumb, irrespon-
sible idea. We are fighting to stop
it becoming a reality — but we need
your help!!

STOP the development of a huge
dirty coal mine in the heart of Aus-
tralia’s food bowl.

Caroona Coal Action Group

Mining objection rights

Lock the Gate Alliance congratu-
lates the Queensland government
for moving an urgent Bill in
Parliament to restore the rights
of landholders and commu-
nity members to object to major
mining projects and to have those
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objections heard in the Land
Court.

The Bill will achieve this by
revoking s47D of the State Develop-
ment and Public Works Organisation
Act 1971, thus restoring objections
rights to projects classified as “coor-
dinated projects”.

The Bill will enable landhold-
ers and community groups who are
opposed to the Acland Stage 3 coal
mine to have their objections con-
sidered by the court, a right lost late
last year after the LNP government
moved an amendment at five minutes
to midnight which removed those
rights.

The urgency motion to bring on
the Bill was successful, with 46 votes
in favour, and the Bill will be debated
in the State Parliament this week.

This is a really important day for
Queensland, and a particularly impor-
tant day for the people of the Darling
Downs who may yet have the chance
to tell the court about the impacts the
Acland Stage 3 coal project will have
on their water resources, agricultural
businesses and health.

We want to personally congratu-
late and thank the Premier, Annas-
tacia Palaszczuk, for her leadership
on this issue and thank the Minister
for Natural Resources and Mines,
Anthony Lynham, for bringing

this important measure before the
Parliament.

The government’s action hon-
ours a significant election promise to
restore objection rights and it’s won-
derful to see politicians sticking to
their word.

We also greatly appreciate the
stance taken by the Katter Party in
supporting the urgency motion and
for Peter Wellington’s encouraging
words outside Parliament.

We are, however, incredibly dis-
appointed that the LNP voted against
the motion and continues to oppose
the basic right of landholders to
object to mining projects.

It seems extraordinary that the
LNP has learnt absolutely nothing
from the election and is still intent
on kowtowing to mining giants at
the expense of farming communi-
ties. It is a betrayal that many farm-
ing communities will never forget,
or forgive.

In order to fully restore com-
munity objection rights that were
removed by the LNP, a number of
other amendments will be required in
the following months to also ensure
rights to object to other mining
projects that are not designated as
“coordinated projects”.

Drew Hutton
Lock the Gate Alliance
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Letter from '62

With each passing day, US
German policy becomes more
incredible.

The convicted war criminal,
Foersch, is in command of West
German armed forces. Nazi general
Hans Speidel, commands NATO
ground forces, including US troops;
“major war criminal list” Adolf Hens-
inger heads NATO planning; Admiral
Gerhard Wagner, Hitler’s naval plan-
ner, commands the Northern Naval
Sector of NATO and Herman Goer-
ing’s Earnst Kusserow, heads the Air
Defence Staff of NATO in Central
Europe.

Now, according to Associated
Press, the US Secretary of Defence
has decorated General Joseph Kam-
mhuber with the Legion of Merit for
reorganising the German Air Force.

Were the Germans right who told
me as I left Germany in October,
1947, that the only thing wrong with
Hitler was that he had lost the war —
and that he had lost it only because
the United States was on the wrong
side?

Hugh B Hester
Brigadier General (USA retired)
From The Nation January 1962
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Greece = victim of German imperialism - again

After five years of crippling austerity that
has left Greece’s economy in ruins, and
despite an overwhelming anti-austerity vote
in a referendum in early July, the coun-
try’s supposedly “left-wing” government
submitted to a raft of outrageous economic
demands imposed on it by the European
central banks and the governments of the
EU. The so-called reforms include require-
ments that the Greek parliament pass new
severe austerity laws within days to raise
taxes, privatise public assets and cut back
on pensions.

The “deal” was welcomed by capitalist
governments everywhere, ostensibly because
it saved the Eurozone and prevented Greece
from descending into chaos. In reality it dem-
onstrated once again that under conditions of
imperialism, banks not governments control
national economies. It also did something
else: it marked a new stage in German impe-
rialism’s unceasing efforts to expand its power
and influence.

Not that the “reforms” forced on Greece
were demanded by Germany alone. France
backed up the German banks as did Britain and
the USA. But it was German Prime Minister
Angela Merkel on behalf of German imperial-
ism who called the tune, a fact that was not lost
on the global anti-austerity movement. In fact,
the draconian nature of the austerity demands
handed to the Greek government at the “nego-
tiations” in Brussels ignited a global backlash
against Germany, Angela Merkel and Germa-
ny’s finance minister, Wolfgang Schaeuble.

Sandro Maccarrone, a physics teacher in
Barcelona, Spain, tweeted: “The Eurogroup
proposal is a covert coup d’etat against the

Greek people. #ThisIsACoup.” Within hours
his newly-minted hashtag had been used nearly
200,000 times. #ThisIsACoup quickly became
the top trending hashtag on Twitter world-
wide, attached to tens of thousands of angry
comments denouncing Germany’s aggressive
demands. It not only became number one in
Greece, but also in Germany.

“This is not an agreement but an outra-
geous imposition on the Greek people,” said
Tim Jones, economist at the Jubilee Debt Cam-
paign, which advocates for debt cancellation
worldwide. “If implemented, it will continue
the five-year long crisis in the Greek economy
since the first disastrous bailout of European
banks in 2010 for another decade or more.”

And Nick Dearden, of Global Justice Now,
said the circumstances surrounding the negotia-
tions “rather resemble the imperial politics of
the 19th century. Is it so unthinkable to put the
rights and livelihoods of ordinary people ahead
of threatening the interests of the banks?”

Imperialism, the highest stage of capital-
ism, is all about exporting capital, about invest-
ing it abroad. Consequently, it is also about
subjugating other countries, conquering and
colonising them, subverting their institutions
and oppressing their people.

Germany did not become a unified coun-
try until late in the 19th century. As a result, it
was late becoming an imperialist power. By the
time it did, most of the world had already been
seized as colonies by its rivals (Britain, France,
Spain, Portugal, Russia, Japan, the Netherlands
and the USA). German imperialism was largely
excluded from control of global raw materials,
markets and trade. The First World War was the
inevitable consequence.

Germany attempted to conquer the Bal-
kans, the Ukraine and Russia. After revolution
broke out in Russia, Germany’s imperial-
ist rivals brought the World War to an end in
order to prevent the spread of revolution. They
joined forces in attacking revolutionary Russia
but were ultimately forced to abandon their
“intervention”.

In the economic chaos that followed the
First World War, and then the Great Depression
only ten years later, German capitalism found
itself challenged by a militant organised work-
ing class lead by the Communist Party under
Ernst Thalmann. Fearing that Germany would
follow Russia and opt for socialism, Germany’s
capitalists turned to fascism — to Hitler’s Nazis
— as their saviours from Red revolution.

Having secured their base, Germany’s impe-
rialists once again turned their attention to con-
quest, forcing a new World War on the planet,
seizing the Balkans, Western Europe and Scan-
dinavia before once again invading Ukraine and
attempting the conquest of the whole of Russia.
Once again they were defeated, although at great
cost, but after the War US imperialism — now
dominant over its imperialist rivals — helped
German capitalism to revive and thrive as a wel-
come ally in opposition to socialism.

It was this revived German imperialism that
initiated the break-up of previously-socialist
Yugoslavia, immediately supported by the USA
and Britain via NATO. More recently, Germany
has played a major role in the machinations in
Ukraine (along with NATO allies Britain and
the US, of course).

The crushing of Greece, and its total sub-
jugation to the EU, dominated as the latter is
by Germany, is a demonstration of power by

Germany’s financial institutions. Once again
their rivals have been manoeuvred into support-
ing them, but such blatantly aggressive policies
inevitably provoke criticism.

Paul Krugman, a Nobel laureate US econo-
mist, wrote in The New York Times: “This Euro-
group list of demands is madness. The trending
hashtag #ThisIsACoup is exactly right. This
goes beyond harsh into pure vindictiveness,
complete destruction of national sovereignty,
and no hope of relief.

“Substantive surrender isn’t enough for
Germany, which wants regime change and total
humiliation — and there’s a substantial faction
that just wants to push Greece out, and would
more or less welcome a failed state as a caution
for the rest... There are only terrible alterna-
tives at this point, thanks to the fecklessness of
the Greek government and, far more important,
the utterly irresponsible campaign of financial
intimidation waged by Germany and its allies.”

Meanwhile, in Greece itself, the German
demands have caused divisions within the
ruling Syriza party. An editorial on the Iskra
website, which reflects the views of Syriza’s
anti-austerity members, denounced the agree-
ment as imposing “social enslavement” on the
country.

Although a significant number of members
of the Syriza party voted against the deal in
the Greek parliament, Prime Minister Tsipras’
carried the day and the deal surrendering the
country’s sovereignty to the European (mainly
German) banks was approved. Triumphant
imperialist media are busy advising him, in
the words of the Bloomberg news service, “to
change his administration and clear out hardlin-
ers and radicals from his party.” &
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The “War on Drugs” is
as bogus as the “War on
Terror”. Drug abuse is inherently a
health issue, but right-wing politi-
cians and opinion-makers prefer the
much more convenient approach of
treating it as a criminal problem, to
be solved by harsher penalties and
bigger guns. That this policy doesn’t
work is obvious, as drug use escalates
every year, but those who advocate
alternative strategies are treated with
contempt, accused of being wimps
who are “soft on crime”.

Prohibiting the consumption of
drugs is having the same calamitous
effects today as prohibiting the con-
sumption of alcohol had in the 1920s:
large sections of the population have
become willing partners in flouting
the law, organised crime flourishes,
law enforcement agencies and gov-
ernments have become corrupted,
and big business has embraced the
availability of “black money” gener-
ated by crime to finance many of its
activities.

Drugs, of course, have a distinct
advantage over alcohol as an illicit
earner: drugs are far more addictive
than booze. Get people hooked on
crystal meth or any other “recreation-
al drug” and they must keep coming
back for more.

According to the National Drug
Strategy Household Survey (2013),
“about 8 million people aged 14 and
over in Australia (42%) have ever
used an illicit drug, and 2.9 million
(15.0%) had used an illicit drug in
the 12 months before the survey, an
increase from 2.7 million (14.7%) in
2010. ... People aged 20-29 were
most likely to have used an illicit
drug in the previous 12 months (27%
of all people in that age group).”

The ABC is running a week-long
series of programs on the subject of
drugs this week. One of the most
significant is Russell Brand: End
The Drugs War (Sunday July 26 at
9.30pm ABC2).

Russell Brand’s 2012 BBC
documentary, From Addiction to
Recovery, concluded with him
giving evidence to the UK’s Home
Affairs Select Committee. Draw-
ing on his own experience of drug
taking and recovery, he advocated
treating addiction as a health issue
rather than a criminal problem. Since
then the Committee has reported its

findings, concluding that the Brit-
ish drugs laws were failing and that
it was a “now or never’” moment to
reform them. This was not a mes-
sage Britain’s Tory Prime Minister,
David Cameron, wanted to hear so
he simply rejected the Committee’s
findings, insisting instead that the
drugs policy is working in Britain
(despite abundant evidence to the
contrary) and that “we should stick
at it”.

In this program, Russell Brand
sets out to challenge that point of
view. He investigates how other
countries are tackling their problems
of drug abuse and explores how the
framework of criminalisation implic-
it in the “war on drugs” produces
enormous harm in the treatment of
addicts.

en: Diary Of A Heroin

Addict (ABC2 Monday
July 27 at 10.20pm) is a poignant
study of the destruction of a young
life. Ben Rogers came from a loving,
middle class family. But he started
taking drugs in his teens and by age
21 he was addicted to heroin. Over
the next 13 years, Ben and his family
battled with his addiction. Whilst
attempting another detox aged 34,
he died from a brain haemorrhage.
But during the last two years of his
life, Ben filmed an unflinching video
diary showing his final desperate
attempts to come off heroin.

cstasy, the drug of choice

for ravers and party-goers
(and also for office workers hoping
to make the afternoon at work more
bearable) is the most commonly used
illicit drug after cannabis, accord-
ing to the National Drug Strategy
Household Survey 2013. According
to the 2014 UN World Drug Report,
Australians are the biggest users per
capita in the world.

Like many of her generation,
28-year-old uni student Lise had
heard about ecstasy’s detrimental
effects on serotonin in the brain, but
like all her friends she was having
too much fun to care, until she ended
up in the psychiatric ward in hos-
pital, with psychosis and clinical
depression.

Determined to get some answers
to help her understand the lasting
impact of ecstasy, in The Agony Of
Ecstasy (ABC2 Tuesday July 28
at 9.00pm) Lise tracks down other
former and current users on the
street, a detective, psychologists and
scientists.

he episode of Four Corners:

Ice Rush is being repeated
as part of the week-long drug pro-
gram (ABC2 Wednesday July 29 at
8.30pm). Major international drug
cartels are working with locally
based outlaw motorcycle gangs to
push ice. It’s a massive illicit cor-
porate enterprise; sophisticated and
highly organised. Their targets?
Captive markets of bored teenagers
in country towns.

The program tells the story of a
generation that is being condemned
to a life of drug abuse, crime and
ultimately early death, so that some
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Secrets Of Mexico’s Drug War (ABC2 Saturday August 1 at 8.30pm) — Chicago criminal lawyer

John De Leon. “l represent mobsters but not snitches”.

smart operators can make a lot of
money.

he new US crime series

Bosch (SBS Wednesday
July 29 at 9.35pm) is based on
Michael Connelly’s best-selling book
franchise. It stars Titus Welliver as
Los Angeles Police detective Harry
Bosch.

Neil Genzlinger of The New
York Times wrote that Bosch “proves
gripping” because its “plotting and
pacing ... draw you in ... like a good
page-turner.”

Brian Lowry of Variety wrote
that “the series has the texture and
tone of an old-fashioned detective
yarn,” but said that “the transition
from page to screen ... proves too
talky in places and clunky in others”.
He remarked that the show boasted
“good casting and a strong sense of
LA noir”, but opines that the series
“feels undercooked”.

In Britain, The Guardian s critic
praised the “noir” feeling of the show
but did not like the similarities to too
many other cop shows, calling the
series “samey.”

he arrest of drug lord Joaquin

‘el Chapo’ Guzman in Feb-
ruary 2014 was hailed as a victory
in America’s war on drugs. But the
Four Corners episode Secrets Of
Mexico’s Drug War (ABC2 Sat-
urday August 1 at 8.30pm) inves-
tigates the American authorities’
dubious relationship with the biggest
and most powerful criminal organisa-
tion in the world, the Sinaloa Cartel.
This multibillion dollar internation-
al corporation has franchises in 58
countries! A picture emerges of high-
level informants, immunity deals,
massive government-sanctioned gun
trafficking and more. &
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Perth
Hiroshima Day Vigil
Remembering Hiroshima & Nagasaki
70 years on
6 August 2015

This year marks the 70th anniversary of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. Humanitarian organisations around the world have advocated for the
prohibition of nuclear weapons ever since, yet today, seventy years later, the global
community is still struggling to achieve a world free from nuclear weapons.

Around the country, Australians will be lighting candles and lanterns on 6 August to
remember the victims of these bombings, and to highlight the catastrophic
humanitarian consequences of nuclear weapons.

Join us, and reflect on why achieving the prohibition and elimination of nuclear
weapons is more important than ever before.

Date & Time: Thursday, 6 August 2015, 6:45pm — 7:30pm
Venue: Reflection Pond, The University of Western Australia
(adjacent to Winthrop Hall)

Morning Alleluias: A concert for Hiroshima will follow the vigil at 7:30pm at Winthrop Hall, featuring a
combined Wind Orchestra from the UWA School of Music and WAAPA Tickets are free however bookings are
essential: hitp://ticketswa.com/event/uwanzacaugust-morning-alleluias.

For more information, contact Renata Sivacolundhu at rsivacolundhu@redcross.org.au

ANAWA. WINTER =

IN THE PUB

July 23

BIG PHARMA DRIVING OVER DIAGNOSIS AND OVER
MEDICATION - A TOXIC INFLUENCE ON MEDICAL
PRACTICE

Yola Lucire, Dr, Forensic and Medico-Legal Psychiatry, Sydney;
Barbara Mintze, Professor, University of British Columbia, Canada;

July 30

IS DEMOCRATISATION BRINGING AUSTRALIA AND
INDONESIA CLOSER? WHAT ARE THE ISSUES?
Jaap Timmer, Dr, Macquarie University;

Cammi Webb-Gannon, Dr, Co-ordinator West Papua Project,
University of Sydney and University of Western Sydney;
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August 6

VIOLENCE: THE OUTDATED CENTREPIECE OF
DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN POLICY

Hannah Middleton, Dr, Anti-Bases Campaign Coalition;
Stuart Rees, Professor, Chair, Sydney Peace Foundation;
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Greece

Govi “"waterboarded”
info submission

Emile Schepers

After being submitted to a fero-
cious pressure campaign that
some compared to “waterboard-
ing,” Greek Prime Minister Alexis
Tsipras agreed to a draconian and
humiliating set of demands from
the “Eurogroup” of 18 countries,
besides Greece, which participates
in the Euro currency.

As demanded by the Eurogroup,
he submitted an initial bill to approve
the measures for quick approval by
the Greek parliament, though he
himself says he “does not believe” in
them but only accepted them under
duress, and though it is not guaran-
teed that the parliaments of the other
countries, especially Germany, will
approve them.

Amid great uproar and conster-
nation, with several cabinet members
and 32 deputies from Tsipras’ own
Syriza Party voting “no”, the bill
passed 229-64 with six abstentions.

On July 5, Greeks had voted in
a referendum to reject a milder set

of demands by a margin of 61 to 39
percent. But Greek banks are on the
point of running out of money and
all aspects of the economy are in dire
straits. Without money, Greece will
not be able to import even food, in
which it is far from self-sufficient,
nor medicines, nor fuel. This was
used by the wealthy countries of
Northern Europe, led by German
Finance Minister Dr Wolfgang
Schéuble, as the anvil on which to
hammer Tsipras into submission.

Tsipras came to power when his
left-wing Syriza party won a large
plurality in elections in January. He
had promised to fight against the
fierce austerity program imposed on
Greece by the “Troika” of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, the Euro-
pean Central Bank and the European
Commission (the executive body
of the European Union) starting in
2010, as the condition for bailouts,
in 2010 and 2012, for the country’s
unsustainable debts.

However, Tsirpas and his govern-
ment had to deal, also, with the fact
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that public opinion polls showed that
a large majority of the people in this
trading nation did not want to leave
the Euro currency and go back to the
old Greek currency, the drachma. So
he set himself the task of fighting
against the austerity program while
doing his best to keep Greece within
the Euro.

This should perhaps not have
been an impossible task, but it made
Greece vulnerable to a vicious cam-
paign of coercion, especially from
the German ruling class, working
through the Troika and the Euro-
group. Perhaps Tsipras hoped that the
referendum on July 5 would strength-
en his hand, but the views of Greek
voters count for nothing in the minds
of Europe’s corporate rulers.

There is massive grassroots
opposition to the austerity program
imposed by the Troika on poor Euro-
pean countries. This is building to a
possible electoral threat to right-wing
governments in Portugal, Spain and
perhaps other countries. However
Greek banks are very close to run-
ning out of money, with their opera-
tions closed and deposit holders only
permitted to take out 60 euros a day,
with a possibility of a complete bank
shutdown looming.

The European Central Bank,
under strong influence from the
German government has denied a
new cash infusion to tide Greece
over, adding to the pressure on Tsir-
pas’ government. On July 20, also,
Greece was expected to come up
with a payment of US$3.5 billion to
the European Central bank, having
defaulted on a payment to the IMF
on June 30.

The Greek government has ques-
tioned the legality of much of this
debt, and repeatedly asserted that it
is unpayable and moreover that aus-
terity measures make this situation
worse. Since 2010 Greece has seen
at least a 24 percent contraction of its
economy, with a quarter of its work-
ers unemployed, including half of
younger workers.

Wages and pensions have been
slashed, thousands have been laid
off, and many enterprises shuttered
as the economy has shrunk. Tsipras
has argued that it is madness to try to
“solve” this problem by adding more
austerity and shrinking the economy
even more.

Now he will have to re-fire laid
off government workers he had re-
hired earlier in the year, sharply
increase the regressive value added
tax, cut pensions, increase the retire-
ment age, and put numerous Greek
state assets, including entire coastal
islands plus ports and other basic
infrastructure up for sale to private
interests (and all of this under the

PAME held rallies all over Greece.

control of the Troika, a direct insult
to Greek national sovereignty).

Much of the language of the
memorandum agreed to is vague
and subject to further tugs of war.
There is ominous language about
“modernising” Greece’s labour laws.
This almost certainly means weaken-
ing them, to the detriment of Greek
workers and their unions.

A recent analysis by the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, agrees with
the Greek position that the debt is
unpayable, and that more austerity
will only make the situation worse.
If the problem is that the Greek state
does not have the income flow to
pay its bills, shrinking the economy
further will reduce that income flow
even more.

The IMF report suggests that
Greece’s creditors may have to
accept losses or extend the program
of Greece’s payments, and contains
the threat that the IMF will withhold
funding for the bailout otherwise.

Former Finance Minister Varou-
fakis, in an interview with the New
Statesman, said that when he would
bring such commonsense economic
arguments to his fellow finance
ministers from the Euro group, they
would pay absolutely no attention.
So the harshness of the new auster-
ity regime imposed on Greece is
motivated as much by politics as by
economics.

Schéuble had been hinting broad-
ly that a Grexit, an exit of Greece
from the Euro currency group, at

Guardian

least temporarily, might be a better
option. He and others in the govern-
ments of the wealthy Euro countries
have accused the Greeks of being
unreliable and were particularly
incensed by the July 5 referendum,
which they saw as a ploy by Tsipras
to get out of commitments agreed to
by previous Greek governments, and
not as an elementary democratic right
of the Greek nation to express itself
on its own future.

German companies are highly
involved in the Greek economy and
stand to gain by a new round of pri-
vatisations. For example the Hochtief
Construction, a group with deep roots
in the Nazi period of German his-
tory (it used slave labour) now has
been fingered as one of the worst tax
scofflaws in Greece, owing between
US$654 million and US$1 billion
to the Greek Treasury. A Hochtief
spinoff has the privatisation conces-
sion to run the Athens airport. More
such contracts will now be on offer.

Greece got zero support from
the governments of Portugal and
Spain, two other countries under the
hammer of Troika-imposed austerity.
Its “populist” policies were also con-
demned by representatives of former
socialist countries in the Euro group.
The right wing governments in all of
these lands have been complicit in
shredding the safety nets and bust-
ing the unions of their own people,
and don’t want Greece to prosper and
give their toiling majorities ideas.
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